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tanily offered them inin sacrifice and the riches of the world
also for a more durable substance our god has promised
us a reward of eternal inheritance the promise is

sure and the reward is certain it is because of this that
we have taken the spoiling of our goods our cheeks have
been given to the smitersseiterssmiters and our heads to those who have
plucked off the hair we have not only when smittedemitted on
one cheek turned the other but we have done it again
and again until we are wearied of being smittedemittedsmitted and tired
of being trampled upon we have proved the world with
kindness we have suffered their abuse without cause with
patience and have endured without resentment until this
day and still their persecution and violence does not cease
but from this day and this hour we will suffer it no more

we take god and all the holy angels to witness this day
that we warn all men inin the name of jesus christ to come
on us no more forever for from this hour we will bear it
no more our rights shall no more be trampled upon with
impunity the man or the set of men who attempts it
does it at the expense of their lives and that mob that
comes on us to disturb us it shall be between us and them
a war of extermination for we willzelii follow them till the last
drop of their blood is spilled or else they will have to ex-
terminate us for we will carry the seat of war to their own
houses and their own families and one party or the other
shall behe utterly destroyed remember it then all MEN

we will never be the aggressors we will infringe on the
rights of no people but shall stand for our own until death
we claim our own rights and are willing that all others
shall enjoy theirs

no man shall be at liberty to come into our streets to
threaten us with mobs for if he does he shall atone for it
before he leaves the place neither shall he be at liberty to
vilify and slander any of us for suffer it we will not in
this place

we therefore take all men to record this day that we
proclaim our liberty on this day as did out fathers and we
pledge this day to one another our fortunes our lives and our
sacred honors to be delivered from the persecutions which
we have had to endure for the last nine years or nearly
that neither will we indulge any man or set of men
in instituting vexatious law suits against us to cheat us out
of our just rights if they attempt it we say woe be unto
them

we this day then proclaim ourselves free with a purpose
and a determination that never can be broken no never
NO NEVER NO NEVERnever353555 italics addedladdealadded

oration delivered by mr S rigdon 4thath day of july 1838 at far
west caldwell county missouri far west elders journal press 1838
historical department of the church
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the sermon was enthusiastically welcomed by the entire con-
gregationgregation in fact upon the conclusion of it they spontaneously
shouted the hosannah shout from every standpoint the
speech was an immediate success the skeptic who does
not believe that either the message or the tone of this address
reflected the official church position or at least joseph
smith s position and that it only reflected sidney rigdon s

point of view must reorient his thinking when he reads the
following words from joseph smith given less than one
month after the gallatin election day battle

ELDERS JOURNAL
joseph smith jr editor

far west mo august 1838

in this paper we give the procedingsproceedingsprocedings which were had
on the fourth of july at this place in laying the corner
stones of the temple about to be built in this city

the oration delivered on the occasion is now published
inin pamphlet form those of our friends wishing to have
one can get it by calling on ebenezer robinson by whom
they were printed we would recommend to all the saints
to get one to be had inin their families as it contains an out-
line of the suffering and persecutions of the church from
its riserise As also the fixed determinations of the saints in
relation to the persecutors who are and have been con-
tinually not only threatening us with mobs but actually have
been putting their threats into execution with which we
are absolutely determined no longer to bear come life or
come death for to be mobed any more without taking
vengeance we will not EDITOR

joseph smith s editorial gave wholehearted endorsement of
sidney rigdon s sermon the elders journal was the church s

official publication at this time in addition to this editorial
and again only one month after sidney rigdon s sermon the
prophet wrote the following words

there is great excitement at present among the missoumassou
riansrians who are seeking if possible an occasionoccasion against us
they are continually chafing us and provoking us to anger
if possible one sign of threatening after another but we do
not fear them for the lord god the eternal father isis our
god and jesus the mediator isis our savior and in the great
I1 am isis our strength and confidence

GGgentryentry p 209
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ELECTION DAY AT GALLATIN 59

we have been driven time after time and that without
cause and smitten again and again and that without provoca-
tion until we have proved the world with kindness and the
world has proved us that we have no designs against any
man or set of men that we injure no man that we are
peaceable with all men minding our own business and our
business only we have suffered our rights and our liberties to
be taken from us we have not avenged ourselves of those
wrongs we have appealed to magistrates to sheriffs to
judges to government and to the president of the united
states all in vain yet we have yielded peaceably to all these
things we have not complained at the great god we murmur-
ed not but peaceably left all and retired into the back country
in the broad and wild prairies inin the barren and desolate
plains and there commenced anew we made the desolate
places to bud and blossom as the rose and now the fiendlikefiend like
race is disposed to give us no rest there father the devil
is hourly calling upon them to be up and doing and they
like willing and obedient children need not the second ad-
monition but inin the name of jesus christ the son of the
living god we will endure it no longer if the great god
will arm us with courage with strength and with power to
resist them in their persecutions we will not act on the of-
fensive but always on the defensive our rights and our
liberties shall not be taken from us and we peaceably sub-
mit to it as we have done heretofore but we will avenge
ourselves of our enemiesenemies inasmuch as they will not let us
alonealone7alonea7

with all of the evidence offered in the previous pages
of an emotion of militancy overshadowing the mormon people
it is not easy to disbelieve even william swartzell s following
account of the brethren just two days after the gallatin affair

about six 0 clock in the morning every man appeared
under arms we all marched out upon the prairie where
we formed a hollow square the horsemen on one side
and the foot soldiers on the other the officers occupying
the center of the square brothers smith rigdon cahoon
eberly white lot and many other officers were all in uni-
form sidney rigdon drew his sword and said as near
as I1 can recollect these words we have been imposed
upon and persecuted ever sincesince the rising of this church
have been driven from kirtland ohio to jackson county
missouri from jackson to clay county from ray to cald-
well county and now we are inin daviess county we are
the people of god and the only people that believe in his
word we fear god our almighty protector and we will

HC 36768367 68
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be no more driven from this blessed land now we as the
people of god do declare do declare and decree by the
great jehovah the eternal and omnipotent god that sits
upon his vast and everlasting throne beyond that etherial
blue pointing his sword upwards weivezue WILL bathe our
swords in the VITAL BLOOD of the missouriansMissour ians or DIE
inin the attempt the whole company then shouted and
gave three cheers 58

and with the same evidence it is not difficult to better un-
derstandderstand the spirit the emotion of the brethren when they
started to bash the heads of the missouriansMissour ians at gallatin the
following words should now be clearer

to return to the election at gallatin the brethren all
attended the election all things seemed to pass off quietly
until some of the mormonscormons went up to the polls to vote I1
was lying on the grass with mcbrier and a number of
others when stewart fell the mormonscormons sprang to the
pile of oak hearts and each man taking one for use rushed
into the crowd the mormonscormons were yelling save him
and the settlers yelled kill him dnd n him the sign
of distress was given by the DaDcanitesunitesdanitesniteshiteshires and all rushed forward
determined to save stewart or die with him the danite
sign of distress was again given by john L butler one of
the captains of the host of israel seeing the sign I1
sprang to my feet and armed myself with one of the oak
sticks I1 did this because I1 was a danite and my oaths that
I1 had taken required immediate action on my part inin sup-
port of the one giving the sign captain butler was
then a stranger to me and until I11 saw him give the danite
sign of distress I1 had believed him to be one of the
missouri ruffians who were our enemiesenemies the man then
gave the sign and I1 knew how to act 9 italics added
I1 did not want to kill anyone but merely to stop the affray
and went in with the determination to rescue my brethren
from such miserable curs at all hazards thinking when heft
ing my stick that I1 must temper my lick just so as not to kill
and further when I1 called out for the canitesdanites a power rested
upon me such as one I1 never felt before afterafter the
fight was over we gathered our men on some hewn house
logs and told the mob that we would fight them as long
as blood run warm in our veinszeinsveinsdeyns if they still persisted but
they begged for peace after they saw their men lying
round cogo italics added

william swartzell mormonlrmmormomsnj exposed pekin ohio published by the
author 1840 ppap 282928 29

lee mormonism unveiledanvelunvel led ppap 566056 60
butler in journal history also inin durham
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the three fundamental sources or conditions and pressures
which contributed as causes of the election day battle the
rapid influx of mormon people into northern missouri the
settlers fear of the political power of the mormonscormonsMormons and the
very real spirit of aggressiveness and militancy which develop-
ed in the mormon psyche do not represent all the causes
and forces combining to produce that battle however these
are the three most important causes and with these causes
in mind the great knockdownknock down and unhappy affray known
in mormon history as the gallatin election day battle was
the kind of tilingthing which was apt to occur in small towns on
frontiers where life was made urgent and desperate by nature
and where people who were differently prepared socially were
thrown together when one group or the other had intense re-
ligious feelings especially when those religious feelings took
on strong political overtones and whenever those people gath-
ered together in the summertime at the election polls especially
when it was unbearably dry and hot
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