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The sermon was enthusiastically welcomed by the entire con-
gregation; in fact, upon the conclusion of it they spontaneously
shouted the “hosannah shout.” “From every standpoint, the
speech was an immediate success.”” The skeptic who does
not believe that either the message or the tone of this address
reflected the official Church position or, at least, Joseph
Smith’s position, and that it only reflected Sidney Rigdon’s
point of view, must reorient his thinking when he reads the
following words from Joseph Smith, given less than one
month after the Gallatin Election Day Battle:

ELDERS' JOURNAL
Joseph Smith, jr. Editor
Far West, Mo., August, 1838

In this paper, we give the procedings which were had
on the fourth of July, at this place, in laying the corner
stones of the temple, about to be built in this city.

The oration delivered on the occasion, is now published
in pamphlet form: those of our friends wishing to have
one, can get it, by calling on Ebenezer Robinson, by whom
they were printed. We would recommend to all the saints
to get one, to be had in their families, as it contains an out-
line of the suffering and persecutions of the Church from
its rise. As also the fixed determinations of the saints, in
relation to the persecutors, who are, and have been, con-
tinually, not only threatening us with mobs, but actually have
been putting their threats into execution; with which we
are absolutely determined no longer to bear, come life or
come death, for to be mobed any more without taking
vengeance, we will not. EDITOR.

Joseph Smith’s editorial gave wholehearted endorsement of
Sidney Rigdon’s sermon; the Elders’ Journal was the Church’s
official publication at this time. In addition to this editorial,
and again, only one month after Sidney Rigdon’s sermon, the
Prophet wrote the following words:

There 1s great excitement at present among the Missou-
rians, who are seeking if possible an occasion against us.
They are continually chafing us, and provoking us to anger
if possible, one sign of threatening after another, but we do
not fear them, for the Lord God, the Eternal Father is our
God, and Jesus the Mediator is our Savior, and in the great
I Am is our strength and confidence.

“Gentry, p. 209.
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We have been driven time after time, and that without
cause; and smitten again and again, and that without provoca-
tion; until we have proved the world with kindness, and the
world has proved us, that we have no designs against any
man or set of men, that we injure no man, that we are
peaceable with all men, minding our own business, and our
business only. We have suffered our rights and our liberties to
be taken from us; we have not avenged ourselves of those
wrongs; we have appealed to magistrates, to sheriffs, to
judges, to government, and to the President of the United
States, all in vain; yet we have yielded peaceably to all these
things. We have not complained at the Great God, we murmur-
ed not, but peaceably left all, and retired into the back country,
in the broad and wild prairies, in the barren and desolate
plains, and there commenced anew; we made the desolate
places to bud and blossom as the rose; and now the fiend-like
race 1s disposed to give us no rest. There father the devil,
is hourly calling upon them to be up and doing, and they,
like willing and obedient children, need not the second ad-
monition; but in the name of Jesus Christ the Son of the
living God, we will endure it no longer, if the great God
will arm us with courage, with strength and with power, to
resist them in their persecutions. We will not act on the of-
fensive, but always on the defensive; our rights and our
liberties shall not be taken from us, and we peaceably sub-
mit to it, as we have done heretofore, but we will avenge

ourselves of our enemies, nasmuch as they will not let us
alone.”*

With all of the evidence offered in the previous pages
of an emotion of militancy overshadowing the Mormon people,
it is not easy to disbelieve even William Swartzell’s following
account of the brethren just two days after the Gallatin affair:

.. About six o’clock in the morning every man appeared
under arms. We all marched out upon the prairie, where
we formed a hollow square-—the horsemen on one side,
and the foot soldiers on the other, (the officers occupying
the center of the square.) Brothers Smith, Rigdon, Cahoon,
Eberly, White, Lot, and many other officers, were all in uni-
form. Sidney Rigdon drew his sword, and said, as near
as I can recollect, these words—"We have been imposed
upon and persecuted, ever since the rising of this Church—
have been driven from Kirtland, Ohio, to Jackson county,
Missourt; from Jackson to Clay county; from Ray to Cald-
well county, and now we are in Daviess county. We are
the people of God, and the only people that believe in His
word. We fear God, our Almighty Protector; and we will

“"HC., 3:67-68.
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be no more driven from this blessed land. Now, we, as the
people of God, do declare—do declare and decree, by the
great Jehovah, the eternal and omnipotent God, that sits
upon his vast and everlasting throne, beyond that etherial
blue—[ pointing his sword upwards]-—we WILL bathe our
swords in the VITAL BLOOD of the Missourians, or DIE

i the attempt!” The whole company then shouted, and
gave three cheers."®

And with the same evidence, it i1s not difficult to better un-
derstand the spirit, the emotion, of the brethren when they
started to bash the heads of the Missourians at Gallatin. The
following words should now be clearer:

To return to the election at Gallatin:—7T he brethren all
attended the election. All things seemed to pass off quietly,
until some of the Mormons went up to the polls to vote. I
was lying on the grass with McBrier and a number of
others. . . . When Stewart fell, the Mormons sprang to the
pile of oak hearts, and each man, taking one for use, rushed
into the crowd. The Mormons were yelling, “Save him!”
and the settlers yelled, "Kill him; d--n him!”" The Sign
of distress was grven by the Danites, and all rushed forward,
determined to save Stewart, oy die with him. . . . The Danite
sign of distress was again given by Jobn L. Builer, one of
the captains of the Host of Isvael. . . . Seeing the sign, I
sprang to my feet and armed myself with one of the oak
sticks. I did this becanse I was a Danite, and my oaths that
[ had taken required immediate action on my part, in sup-
port of the one giving the sign. . . . Captain Butler was
then a stranger to me, and wntil I saw him give the Danite
szgn  of distress, 1 had believed him to be one of the
Missour: vuffians, who were our enemies. . . . The man then
gave the sign, and I knew how to act.”* [Italics added]

I did not want to kill anyone, but merely to stop the affray
and went 1n with the determination, to rescue my brethren
trom such miserable curs at all hazards, thinking when heft-
ing my stick that I must temper my lick just so as not to kill,
and further when I called out for the Danites a power rested
upon me such as one I never felt before. . . . After the
fight was over, we gathered our men on some hewn house
logs and rtold the mob that we would fight them as long
as blood yun warm in onr veins, if they still persisted, but
they begged for peace after they saw their men lying
round. . . . °° [Italics added]

"William Swartzell, Mormonism Exposed (Pekin, Ohio: published by the
author, 1840), pp. 28-29.

“Lee, Mormonism Unreiled, pp. 56-60.

“Butler, in Journal History. Also in Durham.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1973



BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 13, Iss. 1 [1973], Art. 7

ELECTION DAY AT GALLATIN 61

The three fundamental sources or conditions and pressures
which contributed as causes of the Election Day Battle—the
rapid influx of Mormon people into northern Missouri, the
settlers’ fear of the political power of the Mormons, and the
very real spirit of aggressiveness and militancy which develop-
ed in the Mormon psyche—do not represent all the causes
and forces combining to produce that battle. However, these
are the three most important causes. And with these causes
in mind, the “great knock-down™ and “unhappy affray,” known
in Mormon history as the Gallatin Election Day Battle, was
the kind of thing which was apt to occur in small towns on
frontiers, where life was made urgent and desperate by nature,
and where people who were differently prepared socially were
thrown together; when one group or the other had intense re-
ligious feelings, especially when those religious feelings took
on strong political overtones; and whenever those people gath-
ered together in the summertime at the election polls, especially
when it was unbearably dry and hot.
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