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Soclety auxiliaries had also been established thare by Benjamin
Pranklin.!

Death of Banjamin Franklin Stewart
The circumstances leading up to the sudden death of Benjamin

Franklin are related by Isaiah M. Coombs in his report to the

Deseret News.

He cama to Payson this morning in his carriage. I conversed
with him twice. He was in excellent spirits. Our conversation was
on the subject of the second coming of Christ, which he felt could
not be delayed beyond the year 1891, He started for home about
11:30 a.m. and reached his residence, about two miles north of
here, during a hail and thunder storm. He wasg sitting in his
carriage at the east end of the house when a bolt of lightening
struck the chimney, and, glancing down, killed him imstantly.

The horses took fright and ran away, but were stopped by J.J.
Koontg, son=in=law of the tlm:mmlnii.E

When Benjamin Franklin was found he was "in a knseling position
by the dashboard, his face turned up and his eyeballs protruding on
his cheeks. Tha lightening struck him on the laft ghoulder and tore
his clothes cnnnid-rlblr.“3 A lot of damage was also dona to the
house, one of the chimmeys being entirely gons and the inside being
full of broken adobies and fallen plaster.’

According to his friend Isaiah M. Coombe, Benjamin Franklin was
planning on going to Maxies to get out of tha way of the polygamy
raids by U.8. officials. He had just fixed up his ecarriage with the
idea of taking it, but the carriage was wrecked by the lightendag.’

According to Stewart family tradition the horses, when the

@Ilgl'l Quarterly Magasine, III, 419.
Zpeseret Evening News, June 25, 1885.
3Coombs, 22 June 1885.
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lightening struck, ran to a knoll near the Stewart residence and
Benjamin Franklin was burisd where they found him on top of this
knoll.! Factual accounts, however, indi{ecate that he was buried in
the Benjamin City Cemetary whose site he had previously selectad,?

The funeral services were conducted on Juns 24, 1885 under a
grove of shade trees that had been laid out by Benjamin Franklin
years bafore. Bighop Tanner of Paygson conducted the ceremeny, and
the Payson choir furnished the music., Speakers were Henry G. Boyle,
Isaiah M, Coombs and David Lant. Sixty-two wagons and three to
four hundred persons followed the body to the grave, which was
dedicated by Elder Worsencroft of hy-nn.j

One of Benjamin Franklin's daughters, Sarah Koonts, was visiting
in the southern part of the state when he died, She was out of
reach of the telegraph, but she had an impression that bad news was
awalting her at homa and shortened har visic, arriving in time for
the funeral.®

Benjamin Franklin's sudden passing was particularly falt by
tha Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy members whom he had served as
senior president for many years. At tha meating following his
death, on July 12, Isalah M. Coombs mades a motion that a committes
be appointed to draft a resolution of respect to Banjamin Franklin,

He and J.L. Townsend ware appointed as this committee.”’ On Saptem=

linterview with Millis Stewart, Jan. 23, 1960,
Zpeseret Evening Mews, June 30, 1885, p. 2.

I1bid. 4Coombs, June 24, 1885.
3"46¢h Quorum,..," #87754, July 12, 1885.
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ber 13 the following resolution was read, passed, and incorporated

inte the minutes.

Rasolution

Fassed by tha 46th Quorum of Seventies on the sudden and vieclant
death of ite Sanior President Benjamin Franklin Stewart.

Whareas it has pleased God in his infinite wisdem to remove from
our midst by a stroke of lightning our worthy and balovad Senior
Prasident Benjamin Pranklin Stewart; and

Whareas the intimate relation held during « long series of years
by him with the members of this quorum makes it fitting that we
racord our appreciation of him; therefore

Regolved, That the wisdom and ability which he has displayed in
our Council as well as in ocur Quorum meetings; by coungel,
faithful service and brotherly deportment, will ba held in grate-
rul remembrance,

tha, That the sudden removal of such a man from our gquorum
and its Presiding Council in which he has held leading positions
for more than Twenty-Seven years, leaves a vacancy and sorrow that
will be deaply realised by all members of the quorum and by the
commumity at large,

Regolved, That, with the despest sympathy with the afflicted
family and friends of our deceased brother we axpress an sarnest
hepe that God will impart te them that consolation and comfort
in this the hour of thair bereavement and deap corrow that the
saints of the Latter Days are entitled to and which God alona
can gilva,

Resolyed, that these resolutions be spread or tha minutes of
our Quorum and that coples thersof be sent to aach branch of ocur
deceaped brothers family.
Isaiah M. Coombs )
J.%. Townsend ) Committes
Payson U.T, 1
Sept. 7, 1885
With the death of Benjamin Franklin, Banjamin continued to
function ecclesiastically under the direction of his first counselor

John Hawking until June 12, 1886 when a special meeting was hald

1rbid,, Sept. 13, 1885,



in Benjamin Franklin's grove of tress, conducted by Apostle Franklin
D. Richards and President A.0. Smoot of the Utah Stake. At this
time Benjamin was formed inte twe wards, inderendent of the Payson
Ward, and Benjamin Franklin's son, Andrew J,B. Stewart, was made
bishop of cne of these wards. The Stewart tradition of leadership

in Benjamin and in the Church was being carried on.l

1"paimyra Stake...,"™ Benjamin Ward, 1886.



CHAFTER VIII

WRITINGS AND SPEECHES OF A PIONZER

In his leadership capacities in the L.D.S. Church Benjamin
Franklin Stewart naturally did 2lot of speaking, and he alse did some
writing for various Utah publications. Many parts of these writings
have already been quoted as having historical besring on the subjects
at hand, Others of the writings were more general or dectripal im
natura, Many of Benjamin Franklin's speeches, also, have been
quoted from in their historical aspects. Many of them can still be
mentionad for the idea thay give of the doctrinal tread of the day
and the particular doctrines that were emphasimed by Benjamin Franklin

in his leadership of the Saints of Payson and Beajamin,

Political Views
Benjamin Franklin's eorrespondence published in the Territorial

Enquirar from 1882 to 1885 took on a political mote. He had been
interested in politics since his first political positicns in Iowa
in the 1840's, but his interest at this later date was agitated by
the current anti-polygamy nature of the United States governmert in
Utah. The passage of the Edmmds Law and the appointment of John
T. Gaine as delegate to Comgress from Utah in 1882 brought forth
some comments from Benjamin Franklin.

Since the little ripple in the political world caused by the

electicn of a Delagate to Congress from Utah, sociaty seems to
have resumad its normal condition; even the elaments ars very

B9
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calm, and the waather beautiful.

From the report of tha Commiseion I judge Congressz will permit
Utah to enjoy a little quietude for a few months at least. Our
old uncle, who has become a centenarisn, is rather easily jostled,
but it is to be hoped that the substantial Cane sic that Utah
haes sent to Congress will help steady the car of State. A few
prophets in the nation's council would no doubt ba of graat
benafit, for it is written in tha Good Book that where there is
no vision the pecple perish (Prov. 29 chap. 18 wverse).

Those who oppose us say we are sesking to obtaia control over
the adjoining territories. If we should do so, and send 3 scora
of prophets to Congress it might have a saving effeect.}

After a year of lifa under the Edmunds Law, Benjamin Franklin
still did not think things were so bad.

I think we can safely say, 1f therea is nothing more disastrous
to the saints than the Edmunds bill, even including the vile
slanders of Eli the gruat, his coadjutors, and the hireling
priesss and editore, Utah and the Mormens will centinue to march
on the wealth and fame. If our enemies will lat us alone we will
build up Zien iv thase mountaing and make her the bast, safest,
and mogt glorious abiding place on earth, but if chey try te
hinder us in the future as they have in the past, we will do it
all the quicker.?

In 1684 Benjamin Franklin still felt that there was peace
among the Saints in spite of the U.S5, officials that had been sent
te Utah.

Peace ig in all the abiding places of the Saints, yet it is
true the rulers that have been sent iato our midst have not besn
selected for their superior administrative ability, nor for their
virtues, but on account of their strong anti-"Mormon" sentiments.
They are the ones who would be most 1ikely to brimg trouble on
those over whom they exarcise a political influence, or to carry
out a long established program, they say, to put down polygamy,
but in reality to put down, or crush our "Mormonisa". Wo wonder
they are full cf wrath, for like it was said of one of old, they
know their time is short.

At the presidential election the nation decided it did mot

lterritorial Enquirer, Jan. 2, 1883,
z&iﬂ.. ﬁct- 3ﬂ, 13‘33-
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approve the policy pursued by the republican party.!l

The last comment of Benjamin Franklin's, that the natiom did
not approve of the “policy pursued by the republican party,’ indicates
that he was still the Democrat he had started out to be in Iowa
politics. His reference in 1885 to "a powerful political stump
speech--Democratic of course” also indicates that he was still
supporting the Democrats after forty mu-z

On the spiritual side of the scale Benjamin Franklin also had
some contributions to the publications of the Church. To the
Juvenile Instructor for July 15, 1882 he contributed an article
urging the youth of the Church to realisme the importance of patriarch-
al blessings. He pointed out the function of the ancient patriarchs
and that the patriarchs of modern times and their prophecies were
ne less important and had no less luthﬂli‘h’.l

In 1884 Benjamin Framklin contributed a rather lengthy article
to the Territorial Enquirer concerning the seed of Abraham as a
blessing in comnection with the polygamous Mohammedans and their
prophet. He maintained that the Christian nations had no right te
judge whether Mohammed was a false proph#t or not, If the Lord
were to warn this branch of the seed of Abraham in the last days,
what better way had he to do it than by a prophet from among the
people themselves? Ha alse emphasized the similarity of the Mohasmed-

ang and the Mormoms in practicing polygamy. These were the main

"The Utsh Jowrnal, Nov. 22, 1884,
iter Enguirer, Feb. 3, 1885,

3Juvenile Instructor, XVII, 214.
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ideas that Benjamin Franklin put forth in a rathar wandering article.l

Folygamy
Many of Benjamin Franklin's speeches 2lsc emphasized the import-

ance of the doctrine and practice of polygamy in Mormondem, On
several occasions in his work in the Payson Ward he urged the
brethren to enter into polygamy and stressed the impertance of an
honorable practice of this law.? He described plural marriage as
part of the United Order or celestial law of God.? He even went
so far as to say that those who only had cne wife sealed to them
might get intc the celestial kingdom but it would only be as
servants and not as lords,® He also remarked that "it caused sen-
timental feelings to be in the presence of women, and he considered
a man that would continue or remain a Bachelor, was not fit for
Salvation,"® During the anti-polygamy movements in the 1880's he
urged all to act with wigdom and secrecy to aid those who ware
trying to live the law of God in plural marriage.®

In 1868 Benjamin Franklin gave advice to the Saventiss on how

lrerritorial Enquirer, Jan. 15, 1884.

246eh Quorum...," #87754, Jan. 5, 1858; "Payson Ward, Teachers
Quorum Minutes," #63456, p. 57; "Payson School of the Prophets
Minutes," »53594, p. 143.

3"46th Quorum...," #87754, Jan. 19, 1858.

4"payson School of the Prophets Minutes," #63494, p. 17. This
idea is supported by Brigham Young. See Journal of Digcoursas,
XI(1867), 271 and XVI(1874), 166-67.

5"6¢th Quorum...," #87754, Jan. 19, 1858.

61bid,, May 3, 1885.
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to choose wives. He thought that the chooping cf a wife should be
guided by the principle of "kindred spirits." A woman should be
chogsen for a wife who was a kindred spirit and "thareby much jarring
and discord might be aveided."' He also pointed out the necessity
of getting a wife who was cbedient to her parents becaupe such a
woman was also likely to be cbadient to har I:muth:mu:h2

A glance at the Journal of Discoursss index will indicate
that pelygamy was a prominent topic among all the authorities of
the Church during the period of time when Benjamin Franklin was
teaching it. In his leadership of the Saints in Payson and Banjamin

he was merely handing down to them what his superiors were f;mm:lldl-ns.3

Co-cperation and the Unitad Order
Another subject which was often discusssed by the leaders of
the Church during this pn:!.n&,'." and consequently was also discussed
by Denjamin Franklin, was that of co-operation and the United Order.
In 1874 he expressed his views on the subject of the United COrdex
tc the people of Payson Ward, and a summary of his remarks was
racorded.

This United Order is a portion of the gospel and he could no
more reject it than he could any other principle of the gospel.
He had adopted this Order and was willing to accept the conse-
quances. He had no idea that this Order is going to deprive him

of his freedom or agency, Thought the admonition "Cheoose ye this
day whom ye will serve" very applicable for us today. It is a

libid,, Feb. 16, 1858, 21b4d., Mar, 16, 1858,
3%}_%%&! index compiled by the B.Y.U. Library,

1959, BSee entries listed under Polygamy.

4151&., See entries listed under Co-operation, Merchandising,
mited Order.
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day of choosing, advised those who are not thamselves pﬂ]!.lr!d to
enter inte this Order not to use their influence against ic.

In 1875 he re-affirmed his idea that it was the responsibility of all
whoe had not entered into the Order te de so. The machinery of the
Order was all ready and it just needed the people to set it in motion?

Ben jamin Franklin had implieit faith in the Kingdom of Ged
and its onward progress and yet a doubt as to the durability of the
faith of the people that were suppesed to be working for the Kingdom
of God, At ona times ha pointed out that in the past tha Kingdom of
God had come through oppression and persecution with flying colers
and he would judge the future by the past.> As long as the people
within the Kingdom of God were valiant and stood by their principles
they would be on the winning side with the Kingdem.*

And yet he felt that most of the Latter-day Saints were de-
e¢lining in their faith and were not as strong as they had previcusly
been. He felt that thie was the result of a "neglect of duty" en
the part of the Saints and pointed out that 1f they expesctad to keap
the spirit of the Lord with them and increase thair faith in the

gospel thay must perform the duties imposed by the gu:nus;:-ml.5

Revalat

Benjamin Franklin also emphasized tha importance of modern

1vpayson Ward History," $63442, p, 156-57,

21b4d., p. 231.

3"paygon School of the Prophets Minutes," #63494, p. 175.
4"payson Ward History," #63442, p. 10,

31bid., p. 86,102,
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revelaticen and of a knowledge through books to support this revelation
Regarding present revelation he emphasized that the Saints should

not be stereotyped but “should have the spirit of today and do the
works of today,"! He emphasized that the leaders of the Church

were above statesmen of the world because they did "nct depend on
their natural wisdom and abilities to lead and instruct the people”
but depended on wisdom from God.2 And he pointed out that the

leaders should never try to officiate in the Priesthecod or give

counsel unless they did have the Spirit of God with them.>

Not only
were the Szaints to have revelation tc guide them, but they were
respongible for this revelation. If their leadars told tham tc do
wrong they were not to do it. But this "is not a supposable case”
gays Benjamin Franklin.*

Apparently he had had much parsonal guidance from the Spirit
because on one cccasion he gave many of the experiances he had had
in following the Spirit and declared himself to be a believer in
dreame and warnings from the invisible world "having been banefited
by them many times in his history.">

These remarks on revelation wers appropriataly addressed to the
School of tha Prophets as were his remarks on the importanca of
gaining knowledge. BSince the Schosl received instructions from its
members, Banjamin Franklin felt that it was important that they gain

soma usaful knowledge to impart to the cther members of the Sehool . &

1vpayson School of the Prophets Minutes," #63494, p. 90,
21bid,, p. 128, 31bid., p. 140, brbid., p. 109.
31bid., p. 190. 61bid,, p. 22.
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He alsc felt that it was necessary that every man in the Church,
through revelation and study, should gain a knowledge of the Church
for themselves that they might use their free agency in choosing
which way to go.l

In all of these favorite doctrines that he put forth, Benjamin
Franklin was not just developing new doctrines of his own to teach.
The ideas he preached were doctrines that were fraquently preachad
by the authorities of the Church, Benjamin Franklin was a good
speaker, though, and was well able to preach in the locality of the
Church where he had influence. Ha was nearly always asked to speak
at Pioneer Day calebrations, not only because he was one of the
original pioneers but also becauss he was a good speaker.? And
as ona clark pleasurably remenmbarad one of Banjamin Franklin's talks
to the Teachers Quorum he commentad, "B.F. Stewart talked in his

usual happy style. n3

l1bid., p. 158,
2" Jowenal Histevy," July 24, 1651-1882,
Ipaysen Ward, Teachars Quorum Minutes," #63456, p. 122,



CHAPTER IX
CONCLUSION

In conclusion let us return to the objectives stated in the
introduction and see what hag been determined concerning them. The
genaral cbjective of the work was to determine the life activities
and accomplishments of Banjamin Franklin Stewart with a view to a
better understanding of the type of man that pushed forward the work
of the L.D.S. Church in pionser days. The gaining of this objective
can best be shown in the gaining of the specific cbjectives.

1. To determine the part that Benjamin Franklin played in the

plonesar movement teo Utah in 1847,

Benjamin Franklin filled a emall but important place in the
first group of pioneers in 1847. He was called to be ons of the
men te go with Brigham Young in the first group to make the trip te
the Salt Lake Valley. An account &f his adds some interesting datails
to the return of Ellis Eames to the east. On ths North Fork of the
Platte River he was appointed as one of those to stay and maintain
a ferrying post. His work at this post was his main contribution
to the 1847 pioneer undertakings of the Saints.

2, To determine what information he might have toc contribute

regarding the Parley P. Pratt southern explorinmg trip in 1849-51

Parley P. Pratt's own account and other accounts of this trip

are lacking in many of the details that make history interesting.

97
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Benjamin Pranklin's account of this exploring expedition, which
account he later published in the Juvenile Instructor, adds mamy
interesting details to the story of the expedition.

3. To determine the part Benjamin Franklin played in the

founding of Payson, Utah, and his contributions to that

community.

Benjamin Franklin arrived in Payson with his family in 1851,
His arrival was only a few months after his brother Andrew Jackson
arrived with the first settlers of the area. From his appéeintment
as justice of the peace that same year Benjamin Franklin was active
in secular and ecclesiastical leadership in Payson, his crowning
achievements in each field being his four year term as mayor of
Payson and his many years of service as the second counsele? in
the bishopric of the Payson Ward. He helped start the lumber
business in Peteatneet Canyon, much to the danger of himself and
family when the Walker Indisn ocutbreak bagan. He was alsc active
in and helped establish merchandising and agriculture in the area.

4. To determine his contributions to the Priesthood organizations
of the Payson-Benjamin area.

In 1857 Benjamin Franklin was sustained as one cf the seven
presidents of the newly organised Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy,
and he was actively engaged in its cause until his death in 1885.
This Quorum had an inactivity problem, but those who did attend the
meetings had worthwhile discussions of principles and practices of
the Church, Even more important than the Seventies Quorum in the
affairs of Payson was the Teachers Quorum. This was a special
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quorum organimed by the Bishop in 1865. 1ts general purpose was to
keep track of and help the members of the Church in Payson., Pract-
ically all new policies and practices that were inaugurated in
Fayson came up in the Teachers Quorum before they wers brought before
the membership of the ward as a whole. Benjamin Franklin took an
active part in this quorum throughout his days in Payson. The School
of the Prophets was the third main Priestheod body in Payson. It
was organised by Brigham Young in 1868, and Benjamin Franklin took
part in its discussions and activities. During the winter of 1869-70
Benjamin Franklin served his only formal mission for the Church.
He labored principally in his old home areas of Illinocis and Iowa
and converted many old friends and relatives to the gospel before
raturning home to again take up his Prissthood functions in Fayson.

5. To determine his contributions to pioneesring the

community of Benjamin, Utah,

Ben jamin Franklin came to Benjamin in 1866, again shortly
after the first settlers had arrived. He initiated merchandising
in the community and in 1871 or earlier he was appointed as the
presiding elder in Benjamin. In this capacity he guided and directed
the people of Benjamin, in spite of one period of opposition, until
his sudden death by lightning in 1885,

6. To determine any other contributions he might have made
to the Church by his speeches and writings,

Benjamin Pranklin's writings contributed somewhat to the
portions of Church history that wera touched by his life. Many of

his latters te the new#papers of his time ghow his feeling toward
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politics and the United States govermment. They are particularly
good in showing the anti-polygamy stand of the United States
government in Utah affairs and the general conditionms in Utah
during this troubled period. Benjamin Franklin also contributed a
couple of spiritual articles to the i gtor, one
touching on the popular subject of polygamy. The topice of Ben-
jamin Franklin'e remarks to the various groups of which he was both
a member and a leader show the trend of topics in the Church during
his time. A lock at the Journal of Discourses indem will revdal
that the subjects that Benjamin Franklin talked about wers the same
that the general authorities of the Church were talking about. As

a leader in his community he was doing an impertant job of emphasiming
and passing on the doctrinas that had started at the top. Soma of
these main topics were polygamy, co-operation and the United Order,
the decline in the faith of the people, the eternal emndurance of the
Kingdom of God, and the importance of revelation and knowledge in
the Church,

Benjamin Franklin began life in a piloneer enviromment, and after
he joined the Church he utilized this background and experience to
pionser in a westward trip and the founding and organizatiom of two
Utah settlements. The coverage of these general areas of his life
have shown him to be a man who devoted his life to the cause of the
Church and its pioneering efforts, not as a great leader of thousands
but as an important leader and counselor to a local group of the

Church.
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of Church history in which he was involved. Many of his letters to
newspapers reflect his feeling toward the United States govern-ent
and the conditions of Utah in general, His written works and
speeches also reveal certain spiritual ideas held by the pecple and
taught by the general authorities of his ti-e.

A study of Stewart's life in these main areas shows hi: to have
been a loecal leader who gave hig life as a pionear to the service
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