




85 

Society auxiliaries had also been established there by Benjamin 

Franklin. 

Death of Benjamin Franklin Stewart 

The circumstances leading up to the sudden death of Benjamin 

Franklin are related by Isaiah M. Coombs in his report to the 

Deseret News. 

He came to Payson this morning in his carriage. I conversed 
with him twice. He was in excellent spirits. Our conversation was 
on the subject of the second coming of Christ, which he felt could 
not be delayed beyond the year 1891. He started for home about 
11:30 a.m. and reached his residence, about two miles north of 
here, during a hail and thunder storm. He was sitting in his 
carriage at the east end of the house when e bolt of lightening 
struck the chimney, and, glancing down, killed him instantly. 
The horses took fright and ran away, but were stopped by J.J. 
Koontz, son-in-law of the deceased.* 

When Benjamin franklin was found he was "in • kneeling position 

by the dashboard, his face turned up and his eyeballs protruding on 

his cheeks. The lightening struck him on the left shoulder and tore 

his clothes considerably."3 A lot of damage was also done to the 

house, one of the chimneys being entirely gone and the inside being 

full of broken adobies and fallen plaster.3 

According to his friend Isaiah H. Coombs, Benjamin Franklin was 

planning on going to Mexico to get out of the way of the polygamy 

raids by U.S. officials. He had just fixed up his carriage with the 

idea of taking it, but the carriage was wrecked by the lightening.3 

According to Stewart family tradition the horses, when the 

1Tullidge's Quarterly Magazine, III, 419. 

2Deseret Evening News. June 25, 1885. 

3Coombs, 22 June 1885. 
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lightening struck, ran to a knoll near the Stewart residence and 

Benjamin Franklin was buried where they found him or. top of this 

knoll.1 Factual accounts, however, indicate that he was buried in 

the Benjamin City Cemetary whose site he had previously selected. 

The funeral services were conducted on June 24, 1835 under a 

grove of shade trees that had been laid out by Benjamin Franklin 

years before. Bishop Tanner of Payson conducted the ceremony, and 

the Payson choir furnished the music. Speakers were Henry G. Boyle, 

Isaiah M. Coombs and David Lant. Sixty-two wagons and three to 

four hundred persons followed the body to the grave, which was 

dedicated by Elder Worsencroft of Payson.3 

One of Benjamin Franklin's daughters, Sarah Koontz, was visiting 

in the southern part of the state when he died. She was out of 

reach of the telegraph, but she had an impression that bad news was 

awaiting her at home and shortened her visit, arriving in time for 

the funeral. 

Benjamin Franklin's sudden passing was particularly felt by 

the Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy members whom he had served as 

senior president for many years. At the meeting following his 

death, on July 12, Isaiah M. Coombs made a motion that a committee 

be appointed to draft a resolution of respect to Benjamin Franklin. 

Ha and J.L. Townsend were appointed as this committee. On Septem-

1Interview with Millie Stewart, Jan. 23, 1960. 

2Deseret Evening News, June 30, 1885, p. 2. 

3lbid. 4Coombs, June 24, 1885. 

5"46th Quorum...," #87754, July 12, 1885. 
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ber 13 the following resolution was read, passed, and incorporated 

into the minutes. 

Resolution 

Passed by the 46th Quorum of Seventies on the sudden and violent 
death of its Senior President Benjamin Franklin Stewart. 

Whereas it has pleased God in his infinite wisdom to remove from 
our midst by a stroke of lightning our worthy and beloved Senior 
President Benjamin Franklin Stewart; and 

Whereas the intimate relation held during a long series of years 
by him with the members of this quorum makes it fitting that we 
record our appreciation of him; therefore 

Resolved, That the wisdom and ability which he has displayed in 
our Council as well as in our Quorum meetings; by counsel, 
faithful service and brotherly deportment, will be held in grate-
rul remembrance, 

Resolved, That the sudden removal of such a man from our quorum 
and its Presiding Council in which he has held leading positions 
for more than Twenty-Seven years, leaves a vacancy and sorrow that 
will be deeply realised by all members of the quorum and by the 
community at large, 

Resolved, That, with the deepest sympathy with the afflicted 
family and friends of our deceased brother we express an earnest 
hope that God will impart to them that consolation and comfort 
in this the hour of their bereavement and deep sorrow that the 
saints of the Latter Days are entitled to and which God alone 
can give, 

Resolved, that these resolutions be spread on the minutes of 
our Quorum and that copies thereof be sent to each branch of our 
deceased brothers family. 

Payson U.T. 
Sept. 7, 1885 

With the death of Benjamin Franklin, Benjamin continued to 

function ecclesiastically under the direction of his first counselor 

John Hawkins until June 12, 1886 when a special meeting was held 

1Ibid., Sept. 13, 1865. 

Isaiah M. Coombs ) Committee 
J.I,. Townsend ) 
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in Benjamin Franklin's grove of trees, conducted by Apostle Franklin 

D. Richards end President A.O. Smoot of the Utah Stake. At this 

time Benjamin was formed into two wards, independent cf the Payson 

Ward, and Benjamin Franklin's son, Andrew J.B. Stewart, was made 

bishop cf one cf these wards. The Stewart tradition cf leadership 

in Benjamin and in the Church was being carried on. 

1"Palmyra Stake...," Benjamin Ward, 1886. 



CHAPTER VIII 

WRITINGS AND SPEECHES OF A PIONEER 

In his leadership capacities in the L.D.S. Church Benjamin 

Franklin Stewart naturally did alot of speaking, and he also did some 

writing for various Utah publications. Many parts of these writings 

have already been quoted as having historical bearing on the subject 

at hand. Others of the writings were more general or doctrinal in 

nature. Many of Benjamin Franklin's speeches, also, have been 

quoted from in their historical aspects. Many of them can still be 

mentioned for the idea they give of the doctrinal tread of the day 

and the particular doctrines that were emphasised by Benjamin Franklin 

in his leadership of the Saints of Payson and Benjamin. 

Political Views 

Benjamin Franklin's correspondence published in the Territorial 

Enquirer from 1882 to 1885 took on a political note. He feed been 

interested in politics since his first political positions in Iowa 

in the 1840's, but his interest at this later date was agitated by 

the current anti-polygamy nature of the United States government in 

Utah. The passage of the Edmunds Lav and the appointment of John 

T. 6aine as delegate to Congress from Utah in 1S82 brought forth 

some comments from Benjamin Franklin, 

Since the little ripple in the political world caused by the 
election of a Delegate to Congress from Utah, society seems to 
have resumed its normal condition; even the elements are very 

89 



90 

calm, and the weather beautiful. 

From the report cf the Commission I judge Congress will permit 
Utah to enjoy a little quietude for a few months at least. Our 
old uncle, who has become a centenarian, is rather easily Jostled, 
but it is to be hoped that the substantial Cane sic that Utah 
has sent to Congress will help steady the car of State. A few 
prophets in the nation's council would no doubt be of great 
benefit, for it is written in the Good Book that where there is 
no vision the people perish (Prov. 29 chap. 18 verse). 

Those who oppose us say we are seeking to obtain control over 
the adjoining territories. If we should do so, and send • score 
of prophets to Congress it might have a saving effect.1 

After a year of life under the Edmunds Law, Benjamin Franklin 

still did not think things were so bad. 

I think we can safely say, if there is nothing more disastrous 
to the saints than the Edmunds bill, even including the vile 
slanders of E1i the great, his coadjutors, and the hireling 
priests and editors, Utah and the Mormons will continue to march 
on the wealth and fame. If our enemies will let us alone we will 
build up Zion in these mountains and make her the best, safest, 
and most glorious abiding place on earth, but if they try to 
hinder us in the future as they have in the past, we will do it 
all the quicker.2 

In 1884 Benjamin Franklin still felt that there was peace 

among the Saints in spite of the U.S. officials that had been sent 

to Utah. 

Peace is in all the abiding places of the Saints, yet it is 
true the rulers that have been sent into our midst have not been 
selected for their superior administrative ability, nor for their 
virtues, but on account of their strong anti-"Mormon" sentiments. 
They are the ones who would be most likely to bring trouble on 
those over whom they exercise a political influence, or to carry 
out a long established program, they say, to put down polygamy, 
but in reality to put down, or crush our "Mormonism". No wonder 
they are full of wrath, for like it was said of one of old, they 
know their time is short. 

At the presidential election the nation decided it did not 

1Territorial Enquirer, Jan. 2, 1883. 

2Ibid.. Oct. 30, 1883. 
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approve the policy pursued by the republican party.* 

The last comment of Benjamin Franklin's, that the nation did 

not approve of the "policy pursued by the republican party" indicates 

that he was still the Democrat he had started out to be in Iowa 

politics. His reference in 1885 to "a powerful political stump 

speech—Democratic of course" also indicates that he was still 

supporting the Democrats after forty years.2 

On the spiritual side of the scale Benjamin Franklin also had 

some contributions to the publications of the Church. To the 

Juvenile Instructor for July 15, 1882 he contributed an article 

urging the youth of the Church to realise the importance of patriarch

al blessings. He pointed out the function of the ancient patriarchs 

and that the patriarchs of modern times and their prophecies were 

no less important and had no less authority.3 

In 1884 Benjamin Franklin contributed a rather lengthy article 

to the Territorial Enquirer concerning the seed of Abraham as a 

blessing in connection with the polygamous Mohammedans and their 

prophet. He maintained that the Christian nations had no right to 

judge whether Mohammed was a false prophet or not. If the Lord 

were to warn this branch of the seed of Abraham in the last days, 

what better way had he to do it than by a prophet from among the 

people themselves? He also emphasised the similarity of the Mohammed

ans and the Mormons in practicing polygamy. These were the main 

1The Utah Journal. Nov. 22, 1884. 

2Territorial Enquirer. Feb. 3, 1885. 

3Juvenile Instructor, XVII, 214. 
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ideas that Benjamin Franklin put forth in a rather wandering article. 

Polygamy 

Many of Benjamin Franklin's speeches also emphasised the import

ance of the doctrine and practice of polygamy in Mormondom. On 

several occasions in his work in the Payson Ward he urged the 

brethren to enter into polygamy and stressed the importance of an 

honorable practice of this law. He described plural marriage as 

part of the United Order or celestial law of God.3 He even went 

so far as to say that those who only had one wife sealed to them 

might get into the celestial kingdom but it would only be as 

servants and not as lords. He also remarked that "it caused sen

timental feelings to be in the presence of women, and he considered 

a man that would continue or remain a Bachelor, was not fit for 

Salvation."5 During the anti-polygamy movements in the 1880's he 

urged all to act with wisdom and secrecy to aid those who were 

trying to live the law of God in plural marriage.6 

In 1868 Benjamin Franklin gave advice to the Seventies on how 

1Territorial Enquirer. Jan. 15, 1884. 

2"46th Quorum...," #87754, Jan. 5, 1858; "Payson Ward, Teachers 
Quorum Minutes," #63456, p. 57; "Payson School of the Prophets 
Minutes," #63494, p. 143. 

3"46th Quorum...," #87754, Jan. 19, 1858. 

4"Payson School of the Prophets Minutes," #63494, p. 17. This 
idea is supported by Brigham Young. See Journal of Discourses, 
XI(1867), 271 and XVI(1874), 166-67. 

5"46th Quorum...," #87754, Jan. 19, 1858. 

6Ibid., May 3, 1885. 
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to choose wives. He thought that the choosing of a wife should be 

guided by the principle of "kindred spirits." A womam should be 

chosen for a wife who was a kindred spirit and "thereby much jarring 

and discord might be avoided."1 He also pointed out the necessity 

of getting a wife who was obedient to her parents because such a 

woman was also likely to be obedient to her husband. 

A glance at the Journal of Discourses index will indicate 

that polygamy was a prominent topic among all the authorities of 

the Church during the period of time when Benjamin Franklin was 

teaching it. In his leadership of the Saints in Payson and Benjamin 

he was merely handing down to them what his superiors were teaching.3 

Co-operation and the United Order 

Another subject which was often discuessed by the leaders of 

the Church during this period,4 and consequently was also discussed 

by Benjamin Franklin, was that of co-operation and the United Order. 

In 1874 he expressed his views on the subject of the United Order 

to the people of Payson Ward, and a summary of his remarks was 

recorded. 

This United Order is a portion of the gospel and he could no 
more reject it than he could any other principle of the gospel. 
He had adopted this Order and was willing to accept the conse
quences. He had no idea that this Order is going to deprive him 
of his freedom or agency. Thought the admonition "Choose ye this 
day whom ye will serve" very applicable for us today. It is a 

lIbid., Feb. 16, 1858. 2Ibld., Mar. 16, 1858. 

3Journal of Discourses index compiled by the B.Y.U. Library, 
1959. See entries listed under Polygamy. 

4Ibid., See entries listed under Co-operation, Merchandising, 
United Order. 
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day of choosing, advised those who are not themselves prepared to 
enter into this Order not to use their influence against it. 

In 1875 he re-affirmed his idea that it was the responsibility of all 

who had not entered into the Order to do so. The machinery of the 

Order was all ready and it just needed the people to set it in motion/ 

Benjamin Franklin had implicit faith in the Kingdom of God 

and its onward progress and yet a doubt as to the durability of the 

faith of the people that were supposed to be working for the Kingdom 

of God. At one time he pointed out that in the past the Kingdom of 

God had come through oppression and persecution with flying colors 

and he would judge the future by the past.3 As long as the people 

within the Kingdom of God were valiant and stood by their principles 

they would be on the winning side with the Kingdom. 

And yet he felt that most of the Latter-day Saints were de

clining in their faith and were not as strong as they had previously 

been. He felt that this was the result of a "neglect of duty" on 

the part of the Saints and pointed out that if they expected to keep 

the spirit of the Lord with them and increase their faith in the 

5 
gospel they must perform the duties imposed by the gospel. 

Revelation 

Benjamin Franklin also emphasised the importance of modern 

1"Payson Ward History," #63442, p. 156-57. 

2Ibid., p. 231. 

3"Payson School of the Prophets Minutes," #63494, p. 175. 

4"Payson Ward History," #63442, p. 10. 

5Ibid., p. 86,102. 
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revelation and of a knowledge through books to support this revelation. 

Regarding present revelation he emphasised that the Saints should 

not be stereotyped but "should have the spirit of today and do the 

works of today."1 He emphasised that the leaders of the Church 

were above statesmen of the world because they did "net depend on 

their natural wisdom and abilities to lead and instruct the people" 

but depended on wisdom from God. And he pointed out that the 

leaders should never try to officiate in the Priesthood or give 

3 
counsel unless they did have the Spirit of God with them. Hot only 

were the Saints to have revelation to guide them, but they were 

responsible for this revelation. If their leaders told them to do 

wrong they were not to do it. But this "is not a supposable case" 

says Benjamin Franklin.4 

Apparently he had had much personal guidance from the Spirit 

because on one occasion he gave many of the experiences he had had 

in following the Spirit and declared himself to be i believer in 

dreams and warnings from the invisible world "having been benefited 

by them many times in his history."5 

These remarks on revelation were appropriately addressed to the 

School of the Prophets as were his remarks on the importance of 

gaining knowledge. Since the School received instructions from its 

members, Benjamin Franklin felt that it was important that they gain 

some useful knowledge to impart to the other members of the School.6 

1"Payson School of the Prophets Minutes," #63494, p. 90. 

2Ibid., p. 128. 3Ibid., p. 140. 4Ibid., p. 109. 

5Ibid., p. 190. 6Ibid., p. 22. 
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He also felt that It was necessary that every man in the Church, 

through revelation and study, should gain a knowledge of the Church 

for themselves that they might use their free agency in choosing 

which way to go.1 

In all of these favorite doctrines that he put forth, Benjamin 

Franklin was not just developing new doctrines of his own to teach. 

The ideas he preached were doctrines that were frequently preached 

by the authorities of the Church. Benjamin Franklin was a good 

speaker, though, and was well able to preach in the locality of the 

Church where he had influence. He was nearly always asked to speak 

at Pioneer Day celebrations, not only because he was one of the 

original pioneers but also because he was a good speaker.2 And 

as one clerk pleasurably remembered one of Benjamin Franklin's talks 

to the Teachers Quorum he commented, "B.F. Stewart talked in his 

usual happy style."3 

1Ibld., p. 158. 

2"Journal History," July 24, 1851-1882. 

3"Payson Ward, Teachers Quorum Minutes," #63456, p. 122. 



CHAPTER IX 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion let us return to the objectives stated in the 

introduction and see what has been determined concerning them. The 

general objective of the work was to determine the life activities 

and accomplishments of Benjamin Franklin Stewart with a view to a 

better understanding of the type of man that pushed forward the work 

of the L.D.S. Church in pioneer days. The gaining of this objective 

can best be shown in the gaining of the specific objectives. 

1. To determine the part that Benjamin Franklin played in the 

pioneer movement to Utah in 1847. 

Benjamin Franklin filled a small but important place in the 

first group of pioneers in 1847. He was called to be one of the 

men to go with Brigham Young in the first group to make the trip to 

the Salt Lake Valley. An account of his adds some interesting details 

to the return of Ellis Eames to the east. On the North Fork of the 

Platte River he was appointed as one of those to stay and maintain 

a ferrying post. His work at this post was his main contribution 

to the 1847 pioneer undertakings of the Saints. 

2. To determine what information he might have to contribute 

regarding the Parley P. Pratt southern exploring trip in 1849-30 

Parley P. Pratt's own account and other accounts of this trip 

are lacking in many of the details that make history interesting. 
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Benjamin Franklin's account of this exploring expedition, which 

account he later published in the Juvenile Instructor, adds many 

interesting details to the story of the expedition. 

3. To determine the part Benjamin Franklin played in the 

founding of Payson, Utah, and his contributions to that 

community. 

Benjamin Franklin arrived in Payson with his family in 1851. 

His arrival was only a few months after his brother Andrew Jackson 

arrived with the first settlers of the area. From his appointment 

as justice of the peace that same year Benjamin Franklin was active 

in secular and ecclesiastical leadership in Payson, his crowning 

achievements in each field being his four year term as mayor of 

Payson and his many years of service as the second counseler in 

the bishopric of the Payson Ward. He helped start the lumber 

business in Peteetneet Canyon, much to the danger of himself and 

family when the Walker Indian outbreak began. He was also active 

in and helped establish merchandising and agriculture in the area. 

4. To determine his contributions to the Priesthood organisations 

of the Payson-Benjamin area. 

In 1857 Benjamin Franklin was sustained as one of the seven 

presidents of the newly organised Forty-sixth Quorum of Seventy, 

and he was actively engaged in its cause until his death in 1885. 

This Quorum had an inactivity problem, but those who did attend the 

meetings had worthwhile discussions of principles and practices of 

the Church. Even more important than the Seventies Quorum in the 

affairs of Payson was the Teachers Quorum. This was a special 
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quorum organised by the Bishop in 1865. Its general purpose was to 

keep track of and help the members of the Church in Payson. Pract

ically all new policies and practices that were inaugurated in 

Payson came up in the Teachers Quorum before they were brought before 

the membership of the ward as a whole. Benjamin Franklin took an 

active part in this quorum throughout his days in Payson. The School 

of the Prophets was the third main Priesthood body in Payson. It 

was organised by Brigham Young in 1868, and Benjamin Franklin took 

part in its discussions and activities. During the winter of 1869-70 

Benjamin Franklin served his only formal mission for the Church. 

He labored principally in his old home areas of Illinois and Iowa 

end converted many old friends and relatives to the gospel before 

returning home to again take up his Priesthood functions in Payson. 

5. To determine his contributions to pioneering the 

community of Benjamin, Utah. 

Benjamin Franklin came to Benjamin in 1866, again shortly 

after the first settlers had arrived. He initiated merchandising 

in the community and in 1871 or earlier he was appointed as the 

presiding elder in Benjamin. In this capacity he guided and directed 

the people of Benjamin, in spite of one period of opposition, until 

his sudden death by lightning in 1885. 

6, To determine any other contributions he might have made 

to the Church by his speeches and writings. 

Benjamin Franklin's writings contributed somewhat to the 

portions of Church history that were touched by his life. Many of 

his letters to the newspapers of his time show his feeling toward 
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politics and the United States government. They are particularly 

good in showing the anti-polygamy stand of the United States 

government in Utah affairs and the general conditions in Utah 

during this troubled period. Benjamin Franklin also contributed a 

couple of spiritual articles to the Juvenile Instructor, one 

touching on the popular subject of polygamy. The topics of Ben

jamin Franklin's remarks to the various groups of which he was both 

a member and a leader show the trend of topics in the Church during 

his time. A look at the Journal of Discourses index will reveal 

that the subjects that Benjamin Franklin talked about were the same 

that the general authorities of the Church were talking about. As 

i leader in his community he was doing an important job of emphasising 

and passing on the doctrines that had started at the top. Some of 

these main topics were polygamy, co-operation and the United Order, 

the decline in the faith of the people, the eternal endurance of the 

Kingdom of God, and the importance of revelation and knowledge in 

the Church. 

Benjamin Franklin began life in a pioneer environment, and after 

he joined the Church he utilized this background and experience to 

pioneer in a westward trip and the founding and organization of two 

Utah settlements. The coverage of these general areas of his life 

have shown him to be a man who devoted his life to the cause of the 

Church and its pioneering efforts, not as a great leader of thousands 

but as an important leader and counselor to a local group of the 

Church. 
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of Church history in which he was involved. Many of his letters to 

newspapers reflect his feelings toward the United States government 

and the conditions of Utah in general. His written works and 

speeches also reveal certain spiritual ideas held by the people and 

taught by the general authorities of his time. 

A study of Stewart's life in these main areas shows him to have 

been a local leader who gave his life as a pioneer to the service 

of the L.D.S, Church and community of his time. 
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