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ABSTRACT

PRESIDENT MRS KIMBALL

A RHETORIC OF WORDS AND WORKS

janelle M higbee
department of english
master of arts

scholars of
ofrhetonc
rhetoric and speech communications have suggested that the study of
a

womens rhetoric should focus on the distinctly female modes of leadership that may

auth onty
be found among women in out groups that challenge established political authority

such leaders must be especially inventive to be effective and are thus likely to be
talented rhetoricians in looking for such leaders the religious and political rhetoric of
early latter day saint women provides a noteworthy unique study nineteenth century

mormon women not only battled discriminatory political norms arguing fervently for
both universal womans
comans suffrage and for the freedom to practice polygamy they did so
from their position as members of a stigmatized and persecuted religious community

one exemplary figure

granger
1898
18181898
sarah
melissa
kimball 1818
is

A

founding member of the churchs
churche female relief society in 1842 kimball was later
instrumental in reestablishing the organization in utah in salt lake city she was called

to be president of her wards

relief society she served over 40 remarkably influential

years in that position while instituting and organizing programs church wide during the

same four decades she also served in two general

presiden cies
relief society presidencies

as a

member of the territorial committee of the peoples party and as a national delegate and
president of the utah womans
comans suffrage association kimball was a leader dedicated to
stimulating thought in and provoking action from her relief society sisters and her fellow
citizens and she developed her own powerful voice as a communicator

kimball used her rhetorical skills and leadership strategies both to educate and
agitate and to instruct and happify her audiences

this thesis is a historiography which

examines Kim
her
balls public discourse within its social contexts analyzing samples of
kimballs
other
from several different genres autobiographical sketch political rally ceremonial
rhetoric hrom

speeches formal encomium official minutes from weekly

relief society meetings

and

her own lifes actions these various texts survey the broad range of
the text of
other
Kim
kimballs
balls social and spiritual concerns and showcase her discursive skill among her

contemporaries

this textual analysis illustrates the strategies she developed to establish

her noted effectiveness as a rhetor and widespread influence as a leader
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introduction

we must never lose sight of the order of values as the ultimate sanction of
no
c
one can live a life of direction and purpose without some scheme of
rhetoric
cheton
rheton
tonts
confronts
values As rhetoric conf
honts us with choices involving values the rhetorician is a
preacher to us noble if he tries to direct our passion toward noble ends and base if
he uses our passion to confuse and degrade us since all utterance influences us in
one or the other of these directions it is important that the direction be the right
one and it is better if this lay preacher is a master of his art
richard weaver
language Is sermonic
az
zeil
zeli and herzbergg 1054
bizzell
1z zell
bi

in the first place there is the matter of definition

the term rhetoric has been

bibbed
used and abused as such a wide fibbed
nbbed umbrella in covering cen
cantunes
centunes
tunes of theory

practice and schools of thought that for me to make any workable sense of the word
have found it necessary to pare it down to its bare bones in essence

1I

1I

see rhetoric not as

the much maligned tool of verbal manipulation but as richard weaver suggests as an
art and an art of great practical importance historian and composition scholar richard

jones explains
lloyd
lloydjones

it

place as well as time determines both ends and means in rhetorical
systems

no
c
a
art
practical
matter how exotic the
rhetoric
cheton remains
rheton

theory the discussion resolves itself into practical choices about what bit
jorles 21
22
of language to use when lloyd
lioyd jones
lloydjones
2122

cheton
rheton
rhetoricc

therefore is an art both of lanvuap
languagee and of
context knowing what bit of
ofcontext

language to use when

and

if it is also true as

weaver says that these practical choices

are intrinsic in all of our communication and are themselves moral choices then rhetoric
cheton
rhetonc
is also an art

of significant responsibility weaver s characterization of the rhetorician a

higbee
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preacher will be a useful image to keep in mind during this discussion of sarah M

kimbalps
is
a
study
how
to
be
one lay
intended
charged
rhetoric
thesis
balls
of
morally
balis
bails
Kimb
alPs
this
kimballs
airs
Kim
preacher mastered her art

place and time

to
the

place

put myself in context

1I

can readily trace this project to its origin in time and

summer before began graduate school
1I

1I

to visit
drove from utah to illinois covisit
tovisit

nauvoo
ansite lesson in early
the mormon pioneer city of
ofnauvoo for a family reunion and an onsite
church history

for about a year had been serving as relief society president to the

women in my college ward

1I

1I

had come to love and appreciate the purposes of relief

1
nauvoo
I felt a particular interest in
in
history
its
curious
about
while
society and was

visiting the home of hiram and sarah kimball which is where in 1842 the mormon
women began to organize

when visited the newly restored white frame house
1I

1I

picked up a church

published pamphlet called sarah melissa granger kimball woman of chan
ty which
charity
outlined some historical background of the woman who was a founding member of and
dri
driving
vinc force behind the early

relief society

1I

was impressed with her remarkable life

noting the fact that after re
resettling
settling with the saints in utah sarah kimball was a lifelong

tage movements of
leader in the church and a pioneer in the female suff
suffrage
hage
her time back
other
home

1I

filed away the pamphlet and the information to share briefly with the women at

church on sunday and didnt think much more about it but within a few weeks of

starting graduate school and beginning my study of rhetoric

1I

was rediscovering sarah

higbee
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c
kimball in an unexpected place it was in my introductory history of rhetoric
cheton
rheton class that
1I

made a connection which led to this project

until the twentieth century

1I

learned womens voices had been largely absent

from the study of rhetoric speech communications scholars carole spitzack and

kathryn carter had suggested that the study of a womens rhetoric should focus on
11women
women leaders who seem to have developed distinctly female modes

bizzell and herzberg 1226

of leadership

karlyn kohrs campbell extended the argument by

suggesting that such women may be found specifically in out groups that challenge
auth onty such women must be especially inventive to be heard at
established political authority
all said campbell suggesting for example that female abolitionists doubly challenging

auth onty are likely to be talented rhetoricians bizzell and herzberg
to male political authority
1226

it was at this point in the margin of my bizzell and herzberg anthology that

1I

was my rhetorical
scribbled a small note to myself a little red ballpoint penned who
whowas

on
a second reading through the material
to
the
back
scholars
question
9
granger
kimball9
possible answer sarah
kimball

1I

1I

penciled in a

have since erased the question mark

were to go looking for such rhetorically talented female leaders

1I

if

1I

realized had a place to
1I

start

the religious and political rhetoric of early latter

day saint women is a

particularly noteworthy case nineteenth century mormon women not only battled
sexism and political norms arguing fervently for both universal womens suffrage and
from their position as members of
for the freedom to practice polygamy but they did so hrom
a stigmatized and persecuted religious community

despite their membership in a

higbee
patriarchically ordered society their belief in a divinely directed but exclusively male
priesthood and their supposed subjugation in polygamous marriages many early

mormon women were strong and inventive advocates of womens rights
1898 was one exemplary figure and presents an
18181898
sarah M kimball 1818

comans
a
example
womans practice of leadership techniques and rhetorical
of
intriguing
strategy besides being a catalyst of the female

nauvoo
Socie
societys
tys
inception in
relief

she was later instrumental in re
reestablishing
establishing the organization in utah in salt

lake city

kimball was called to be president of the fifteenth ward relief society she served over
forty years in that position highly influential and effective in instituting and organizing

church wide

98
185798
relief society programs during the same four decades 1857

served in two general

presiden cies
relief society presidencies

she also

as a member of the territorial

committee of the peoples party as a member of the constitutional convention that
composed

utahs

petition for statehood in 1882 derr 24 and as a national delegate and

president of the utah womans
comans suffrage association kimball was a spiritual
tual leader
spin tuai
dedicated to stimulating thought in and provoking action from her

relief society sisters

and her fellow
developed
eloped her own powerful voice as a communicator
fellon citizens and she de

president mrs kimball

as she was often addressed achieved considerable success in

her audiences to accomplish the purposes she argued
directing the passions of
other

theory and practicetheorn
practicetheory
TheorN as practice
Practice Theory
cai influence
cal
cheton
rhet oncal
rhetoncal
kimballs
balls rheton
to better understand Kim
in the context

this project studies her deep

tonic
of time and place to situate Kim
tofic within a historical
rhetoric
kimballs
balls rhe

4

higbee
framework

1I

in their study

5

have taken the approach suggested by gregory clark
oark and michael halloran
dark

of the nineteenth century transformation of oratorical culture this

collection of essays describing different historical practices of rhetoric complicates its
own story by blurring the distinctions between theon and practice by embedding

rhetoric deeply in its social contexts

this type of historiography examines the symbiotic

interaction of discourse and the communities in which it develops and works

249

similar strains of thought are found elsewhere such as in john bender and david
Well
rhetoncality
wellberys
berys pragmatic discussion of what they term rhetoricalitj

expenence
that penetrates to the deepest levels of human exponence
experience

a generalized rhetoric

rhetoric is no longer the

title of a doctrine and a practice nor a form of cultural memory it becomes instead

something like the condition of our existence

25

this is a recognition of the mutuality

memory
of theory and practice which foucault explained in language counter meinon
heinon
eif
ell
etl
practice theory does not express translate or serve to apply practice it is practice
practic

38
qtd
faigley
mfaigley38
in
itd

As such a practical art rhetoric shares a commonality with feminist criticism a

methodology increasingly concerned with valuing commonly overlooked particulars
rhet oncal and feminist scholars have called for more work to be done in the arenas
both rhetorical

susan
jarratt
s
draws the comparison
public
discourse
women
historian
of

Rheto nc
rhetoric

hist oncal association of women
has always been about practice and as such parallels the historical
with craft and knack the daily arts of lived experience

3

lines of distinction between

theory and practice can be blurred to enhance a greater understanding of womens public

discourse

higbee

this connection between theory and practice thought and action words and
work is one which sarah kimball also recognized

when through our spiritual nature

we are in communion with god we are drawing nearer and nearer to each other and our

words and works will blend more and more harmoniously

she explained

her ultimate

goal was the refinement of that interaction both in spirit and in practice between the
balls
bails
Kimb
alPs
individual woman her community and her god by embedding kimbalps
airs words in her
kimballs
Kimbalis

her discourse with this blending
social and historical context we can examine samples of
other

of rhetorical theory and practice in mind

one womans
comans rhetoric

the

history of early mormon women is a growing field of study but an area still

relatively new to scholarly research promising for further discovery in the last two
decades research on mormon women has included important works of biography see

burgess olson sister saints 1978 and history see derr cannon and beecher women
own
1994
in
covenant
1992
mixed with some cultural
words
madsen
their
of
analysis and literary critique see beecher eliza and her sisters 1991 beecher and

anderson sisters

derr

in spirit 1987

jill
primary
Kim
biographer
has
been
mulvay
kimballs
balls

a histon
an who has written extensively on the history
historian

women

the

of nineteenth century LDS

mormon
for
studying
early
these
mary
materials
source
primary
women have
pri

proven to be remarkably rich extensive official

woman
society
records
relief

s

6
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exponent reports diaries and personal letters what this thesis project will add is
another layer to the conversation a detailed examination of the rhetorical art of public

discourse as practiced by a woman highly regarded by her contemporaries as a leader and
a communicator

sarah kimball presents a unique study even among the leading women of the
her private writings extant no
church and suffrage movement there are very few of
other

diaries only a handful of personal letters she was neither a poet like eliza R snow a

professional journalist like emmeline B wells or a politician like martha hughes

cannon but her public career is extraordinarily well documented thanks to the detailed
her service as
minutes kept in weekly ward relief society meetings over the 40 years of
other
the fifteenth ward president and to various reports published in the woman s exponent

which kept a close watch on civic and religious affairs concerning women
in studying Kim
kimballs
balls life and texts

1I

have considered several helpful methods

that abigail J stewart suggests in toward a feminist strategy for studying womens

lives

stewarts
stewards strategies are

1

look for whats been left out 2 analyze your own

role or position as it affects your understanding and research
in social constraint 4 use the concept

3

identify womens agency

of gender as an analytic tool

5

explore ways

her social position
gender defines power relationships 6 identify significant aspects of
other
and explore implications 7 avoid the search for a unified or coherent self or voice

woman
s exponent was an independent bimonthly newspaper owned and published by
the
mormon women from 1872 to 1914

higbee

these questions are the sort posed by catherine A dobris in her argument for a
A feminist perspective allows us to value and

rhetorical theory accounting for gender

rhet oncal
therefore to study communication that is ignored or discounted in traditional rhetorical

theory dobris notes 150

orailliterate
or
michael presnell in discussing the ora
oralliterate
alliterate
Illiterate models of

narrative cautions that if a literate model which shows traditionally male characteristics
is adopted to study

womens oral traditions then distinctive characteristics of

womens communication could be systematically overlooked

130

however it is debatable whether there can really be any category definable as a
it

womens rhetoric as spitzack and carter have hoped to examine devoney looser

demonstrates how the category woman and the descriptive statement as a woman
have come under scrutiny looser warns that feminist studies can become essentialist
in attempting to define a universal

theory says looser

womens experience much of feminist composition

assumes a stable andor recoverable homogenized woman

and such insistence on feminist unity is a theoretical and practical mistake

55

66

Lo
osers argument is not that so called essentialist work need be stopped but rather
lookers
loosers
it must be questioned for its historical and cultural assumptions and its

assumptions about the category women

only then will we be able to

talk about feminist composition theory that not only operates in a

voice but with voices that more productively accommodate
different volce

questions of difference 66

this is an important distinction to make

1I

am skeptical about the feasibility of defining

wo
what is or is not exclusively a comans
womans
mans way of discourse or a distinctively female

8

higbee

9

mode of leadership therefore it is not my purpose in this study to create such a
Kim balls
definition based on kjmbalps
kimballs
bails discursive patterns instead my guiding questions become
balis
b this
what are the patterns of discourse and rhetorical strategies practiced bi

woman
oman

wat
hat
her
93
and
historical
cultural
tat
among her contemporaries in
situations
unique
wal
9
situations9

personal histon were important informing her communication techniques
aspects of her herpersonal
and social

7
concerns7
concerns

what strategies did she use to invest her words with the power
powei

leaders
needed to make her effective as a rhetor and influential as a leader7
leader and how does
kimball

s

rhetoric compare with that of her contemporaries

7
contemporaries7

methods and focus

this

balls
bails
Kimb
alPs
thesis is a historiography which examines kimbalps
kimballs
airs public discourse within
Kimbalis

its social contexts analyzing samples

her rhetoric from several different genres
of
other

formal
nai
nal encomiums official
autobiographical sketch political rally ceremonial speeches fon

her own lifes actions
other
minutes from weekly relief society meetings and the text of
and
social
spiritual
and
Kim
concerns
vanous texts survey the broad range of
balis
bails
balls
ofkimbalfs
these various
kimballs

showcase her role as an effective and inventive rhetor

chapter one of this thesis explores the concept of a lifes actions as a rhetorical
Kim
which
biographical
details
were
text examining significant aspects of
balis
bails
balls
ofkimballs
kimballs

particularly influential in forming her effective strategies as a public speaker and social
reformer chapter two focuses on some of the issues of authority that nineteenth century
women faced when fighting for the right to make their voices heard in a public sphere

chapter three examines some of the issues of womens leadership and what practices

higbee
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kimball used to advance issues concerning women and her goals of advancement

chapter four is a more detailed examination of the language of agitation kimball used lil
ill
lii
in
her activist reformers rhetoric to incite her audiences to action chapter five then
focuses in detail on several less overtly activist samples of Kim
kimballs
balls public discourse as

examples of
her more ceremonial literary style
other

joseph smith once promised sarah kimball that her name would be handed
down in honorable remembrance from generation to generation

A few days after her

death the woman s exponent printed a tribute to kimball which advised

the

younger generation should not pass by such notable examples as her life affords her
name and life should be perpetuated in the memory of every young man and woman in

zion

A close rhetorical analysis

life
Kim
and
works
provides
words
some
of
ofkimbalfs
bails
balis
balls
kimballs

in
significant insight into a remarkable
an intriguingly unique historical
woman
acting
markable
le

role

although at times she disavowed her role as a writer 1
it

an orator

1

I

am a suffragist but not a lecturer

I

can better tell than write

and a leader

weakness and incapability of acting in the position she was placed

said she felt her
she did come to

realize the responsibility of the rhetorical art she practiced

the pen is a power in the world

for the night
fight or wrong use of which its

wielders are accountable god grant that mine may be actuated to

harmonize with the greatest good to needy mortals in lifes darkened

pathway

higbee

11I

1I 1

weavers
balls
bails
balis
articulation
echoes
here
concern that the rhetorician be
Kimb
alFs
richard
kimbalfs
kimballs
Kim airs
tries
to
focus
direct
on
passion
toward
the
noble
ends
our
A
ends means
noble if
ofshe
she
ifshe
in
a
public
continues
the
Kim
chapter
discourse
with
next
and beginnings of
oficimballs
balis
bails
balls
kimballs

discussion on how even the actions of a preachers life can be read as a rhetorical text

higbee

chapter
A

12

1

representative woman

life as text

A personal economizer she was liberal to the needy a model homemaker she
was an advocate for womens rights a devoted mother and foster mother she was
an innovator and entrepreneur making the relief society a vehicle to increase
via
tta
for
as
by
identified
one
development
womans
comans
associate tiaa
opportunity
statesman a philanthropist and a missionary sarah kimball earned the respect
shown her throughout her adult life and she died having seen the fulfillment of
her goals madsen 190
many of
other

mormon
george
1898
Q
death
Kim
before
apostle
years
sarah
balls
kimballs
six
in

cannon inscribed a short message in her autograph book

what an amount of interesting

history you have helped to make now you stand venerable in appearance your head
silvered if not by age at least by the trials you have endured in an important station and
as a representative woman among your sex

derr

17

contemporary relief society and

suffrage leader emmeline B wells a longtime friend and associate described kimball
as a true yankee type of puritanical deportment and a little cold in her manner

decidedly positive manner that some might construe as aggressive

with a

and yet she was

widely respected and admired for her unbounded chanty and motherly care of the
needy and unfortunate as well as for her championing of womans
comans rights

everywhere

her works testify of her noted wells in reviewing Kim
kimballs
balls contributions see wells
S
D
L
LDS

women and president sarah M kimball

the rhetorical concept of enactment

helps explain Kim
kimballs
balls effectiveness as a

public speaker and social reformer enactment is in force when the speaker herself is

proof of her argument for example linkugel and solomons study of suffrage orator

anna
ama howard shaw describes

it this way

higbee
rhet oncal concept of
ofenactment
enactment explains her shaws effectiveness
the rhetorical

13

as

a public speaker and social reformer quite simply enactment occurs

when the speaker herself is the proof or her argument and incarnates
incarn ates her
message kohrs campbell in the rhetorical act stated that enactment is
powerful evidence because members of the audience see and hear the
evidence for themselves directly
alive in front of them

the proof is particularly vivid

it is

Lmkugel xiii
xm
am
linkugel

her argument
in other words the speaker is evidence of
other

if her lifes work reflects the

same message as her words then the rhetor s biographical history can be read as a

of her public oratory
creative text as much as can any other
tools for examining life itself as a characteristic text

this theory gives us some critical
As dinah mana
maria mulock describes
marla

an anonymous nineteenth century woman who has simply done what it was her duty to
do

published or unpublished this womans
comans life is a goodly chronicle the title
page of which you may read in her quiet countenance her manner settled

cheerful and at ease her unfailing interest in all things and all people

mulock 1605
v
do
also
do
may
a
speak
as
as
be
loudly
then
those
as
words
really
read
actions
if actions
ords

rhe
text as influential in persuading followers as the rhetous
rhetors
tors carefully crafted verbosity in
the next two chapters we will further discuss how the ethos the trustworthy character

that kimball presents helped make her effective as a leader
how that ethos was created by the way kimball lived her life

this chapter will examine

higbee

14

kimball was actively devoted to the principles she verbally espoused religiously
and politically

an overview of her life history puts her public discourse in context

her

background educationally financially socially and spiritually made a difference in her

this chapter will examine significant

goals and her approaches to achieving those goals

focusing
on
influential
details
particularly
areas
biographical
aspects of
Kim
bails
balis
balls
ofkimbalfs
in
rim
kimballs
forming her communication patterns and her social concerns

this is the type of

historiography suggested by clark and halloran a study of both Kim
kimballs
balls public
discourse and the social context that helped to shape it and was influenced in return

embedding Kim
balls rhetoric in her social and historical context
kimballs

1I

will examine samples

her discourse with this blending of rhetorical theory and practice in mind
of
other

for the sake of organization

1I

have roughly divided the goodly chronicle of

Kim
kimballs
balls life history into three broad stages which will help show how her spiritual and

social concerns developed

the three stages are

1

40 which
the formative years 1818
181840

cover her childhood family upbringing and conversion to mormonism up to her

nauvoo
2
in
1840
1867
the
seasons
transitional
which years
settling
and
18401867
in
marriage
kimball moved from being a young bride in nauvoo to a widowed single mother in salt

lake city
a highly
ci

saw the

grow from
female relief society gro

a fledgling grassroots movement to

organized and influential organization during which time much of
her theory of
other

social reform originated and developed

3

1898
the public sphere 1867
18671898

Kim
kimballs
balls increased involvement and high profile in

which covers

relief society administration

public politics and in the womans
comans suffrage movement both locally and nationally

in

higbee
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years
1818
1840
18181840
formative
the
emmeline wells neatly summarized Kim
kimballs
balls intellectual qualities and social
influence by describing her thus

she possessed excellent power of concentration something quite unusual
in women and she was well versed in the literature

of the time and the

political questions that have agitated the minds of women much during the

nineteenth century period she was inclined to argument on points of law
and political economy and was quite independent and decided in her

weil and
welt
views on the woman question could express herself particularly well

never hesitated in giving her opinion upon equality of the sexes in fact
she would rank as a leader in the womans
comans movement and in many

respects she resembled the illustrious so called general susan B

anthony

L D S women
wells LDS

2

those individual characteristics and their manifestations

in the central concerns

of

kimbalps
balls
balis
bails
Kimb
airs public career church womens rights and politics began to be formed very
kimballs
Kim alPs
borm
born
early in her life sarah melissa granger was bomm
bom december 29 1818 in phelps new

york

a small town midway between palmyra and

biographer jill mulvay derr points out

seneca falls which was as her

a fortuitously appropriate beginning for a

woman so committed to the gospel restored by joseph smith jr and the pn
nctple of the
principle
an

equality of the sexes

derr 24

phelps was also near utica new york one of the

centers of the spreading female benevolent society movement during the nineteenth

century derr cannon and beecher 26

granger
family left phelps when sarah was
the

higbee
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barely a teenager but this early atmosphere of intellectual spiritual and social

reformation may well have made a significant impact on her developing sensibilities

granger
eight
and
children
one
was
of
lydia
oliver
of
dibble
her
sarah
childhood was evidently a stable one both emotionally and socially

grangers
Gr angers were a
the brangers

prominent family in phelps one of the towns ppioneer
loneer families and so well respected that
many years later sarah kimball would be invited back to deliver a commemorative
1889
in
centennial
celebrations
speech at the citys
cites

the family was also prominent in

local religious matters oliver granger and his father pierce were both licensed methodist

preachers

A fact that would certainly have shaped

sarahs early opportunities for

religious education

when oliver granger was introduced the book of mormon just a few months
after its publication in 1830 he quickly became convinced of its truth and was converted
to the church

young
jesus
day
of
saints
sarah was evidently very
christ
of
latter

struck by her fathers dramatic conversion in her autobiographical sketch published
some half a century later sarah includes no account of
her own conversion and baptism
other
into the church but she describes at length oliver s experience with a heavenly visitation

concerning the book of mormon he had recently begun to study

my father was told by a personage who said his name was moroni that the
book of mormon about which his mind was exercised was a true record

of great worth and moroni instructed him my father to testify of its truth
and that he should hereafter be ordained to preach the everlasting gospel
to the children of men

higbee
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soon after his baptism the former methodist preacher oliver granger was ordained a
mormon elder by joseph smith and brigham young and became active in missionary
work in ohio and new york

this dedication to a new faith became a decisive turning

granger
mormons
cormons
for
the
many
new
family
did
for
As
converts
the
it
point
joining
meant the beginning of many upheavals in what had previously been a stable and

comfortable existence

oliver moved his family to kirtland ohio in 1833 to gather with the thriving
years
general
a
later
there
saints
retrenchment meeting in salt lake
of
community
in

city sarah would remember the spirit of joy she associated with that time in a utopian
kirtland
counselor mrs sarah M kimball alluded to the time when the kirtland

temple was being built when the saints all considered that what they
possessed belonged to the work of the lord when the women would

chum and cheerfully send their butter to the workmen on the temple and
eat without any on their own tables then they were all hopeful and joyous
she had never seen happier days in her life that she knew of

no7l
noal

noa
no7

1

young sarah barely

I

va
v5 50
v550

sept 18761
1876

15

when the family moved to kirtland was encouraged and trained

in
a
years
these
and
As
during
teenager
intellectual
spiritual
both
kirtland
in
inquiry

sarah was one of the few women to attend the school of the prophets a semiregular
semi regular
gathering mostly comprised of priesthood bearing elders including her father thatcher
104

to study gospel related topics

derr 25

later in life she would proudly remind

higbee
her

relief society sisters about that formative educational opportunity as a girl

minutes

1I111I

18

RS

april 1894 including her impressions on hearing joseph smiths doctrinally

important lectures on faith RS minutes 25 nov 1896

in kirtland sarah had grasped

an intellectual and spiritual challenge that excited her throughout her life

derr 26

cormons in kirtland in 1838
As social and financial pressures grew around the mormons
Gr angers attempted to move to join the saints in
the grangers
brangers

far west missouri but anti

mormon mobs forced them back to ohio derr 26

of these troubles and the later

expulsion of the saints from illinois sarahs autobiography only notes briefly in the
1
the
persecutions
wanderings and
of
church I have participated

been a stranger

to sorrow

1I

have not

granger
cormons in
family joined the resettled mormons
the
when

commerce later renamed nauvoo illinois they became acquainted with hiram

kimball a transplanted vermont merchant who had arrived in town some seven years
earlier

at age 34 hiram kimball was a prosperous and well

respected businessman in

mercantile and real estate he was involved in buying and selling land and it was in this
capacity that hiram who was not a mormon became closely involved with the latter
day saints

granger
nauvoo
a
in
only
stay
took his family back to
years
oliver
after
kirtland where joseph smith wanted him to settle some remaining church business but
sarah now

2211

didnt stay with the family there for long she and hiram kimball were

married in kirtland on september 22 1840 and the couple returned to nauvoo three
weeks later more and varied social spiritual and intellectual spheres were opening for
the young bride

higbee

one of the analytical strategies that abigail stewart suggests

in studying

19

womens

lives is to identify significant aspects of an individuals social position and explore the

implications of that position

27

her formative and young adult years
other
for much of

sarah granger kimball was in a quite comfortable social position with all the advantages
that came with financial security emmeline wells would note that kimball had been a

woman of means and had the advantages of what is termed good society as a young
age had a beautiful home of
her own and pleasant
woman and matron and after her mam
other
marriage

surroundings

2

this

balls
balis
bails
early affluence would be important in kimbalps
Kimb
airs development for
kimballs
Kim alPs

two reasons first it gave her ample opportunity to develop the capacities of mind both

intellectually and spiritually that she would later call upon as a religious leader and social
activist and second these comfortable conditions would contrast sharply with the change
first
difficult years in utah and contrast
her
befall
during
her
would
that
fortunes
conti ast even
in

more sharply with the degraded social conditions she would see women battling all
balls
balis
alFs
over the country these were the factors that led to Kimb
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs becoming very
Kimbails

all
and
growth
lines
intellectual
along
educational attainments
of
progressive

wells

2

seasons
1867
1840
18401867
transitional
the
nauvoo
balls
balis
bails
Kimb
alFs
sarah
in the decades that followed after her mamage
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs
in
Kim
marriage
damage
fortunes would ebb and flow she would bear three sons and see her household expand
to include among others two adopted daughters and her own widowed mother

she

would be both rich and poor she would spend eleven years in nauvoo it was a

tumultuous time in church history and a period especially important for establishing the

higbee
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ofkjmballs
the
to
and
her
skills
leadership
the
doctrines
devotion
by
Kim
taught
roots of
balis
bails
balls
kimballs
age
prophet joseph smith especially the principles of temple work and plural mam
marriage

familys
ilys migration to
when hirama
hirams business fortunes changed sarah took over the fam

utah and shouldered much of the financial burden those early lean years in salt lake
balls
balis
Kimb
alPs
city did much to enlighten sarah kimbalps
kimballs
airs mind about the social conditions facing
Kimbails

women and perhaps most significantly both in nauvoo and in salt lake sarah was a
key player in the inception organization and expansion of the female

relief society

As a young newly married couple hiram and sarah kimball were prominent in

mormon
nauvoos
Nau voos social circles both mormon and non mon
non and were financially well off

one popularly recounted incident shows a lot about their relationship the episode
occurred in november of 1841 just three days after the birth of sarah and hirama
hirams first
child sarah describes how the church was in need of help raising the walls of the

nauvoo temple she wanted to help but did not like to ask my husband who owned
especially since hiram was not a member of

considerable property to help for my sake

the church but she found a way around those difficulties playing on

hirama good
hirams

nature and showing her own sly humor and a shrewd business head she described the

interchange as follows

my husband came to my bedside and as he was admiring our three days
old darling said
1I

what

he is worth a great deal

is the boy worth9
wortha
worth
1I

said

he replied 0
01 dont know
1

Is he worth a thousand

yes
more than that if he lives and does well
reply was
nota
not9
him is mine is it not

yes

1I

suppose so

dollars the
9
dollars9
1I

said

half of

then have something to
1I

higbee
help on the temple

you
pleasantly
have
well

turning my share right in as tithing
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yes and I think of
1

ill think about that

WE

I
sept
1883
noa
125
no7
vl251no7l

v

1

1

not long after that conversation hiram recounted his wifes
cifes proposal

to president joseph

smith As sarah describes hiram telling the prophet sarah has got a little the
advantage of me this time she proposes to turn out the boy as church property

president smith seemed pleased with the joke and said

1I

accept all such

donations and from this day the boy shall stand recorded church

property
a record

then turning to willard richards his secretary he said

make

of this and you are my witness

joseph then gave hiram the option of paying 500 and retaining possession of his son
or receiving 500 and giving possession

hiram

in turn
tum negotiated a trade in property

and instead donated a block of land he owned just north of the temple site even more

importantly perhaps was the prophets commendation to mrs kimball on the incident

she carefully records his personal approbation to her

you have consecrated your first bom son for this you are blessed of the

lord

1I

bless you in the name of the lord god of abraham of isaac and of

jacob and I seal upon you all the blessings that pertain to the faithful
1

your name shall be handed down in honorable remembrance from
generation to generation

this

incident shows not only mr and mrs Kim
kimballs
balls partnership but also sarahs

dedication to temple work her frustrations at not owning her own property as a wife and

higbee
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her resourcefulness at meeting a difficult goal all attributes that would influence her
rhetorical goals and leadership techniques
balls frame home in nauvoo the first steps were taken toward
kimballs
it was in the Kim
1842
a
and
march
sarah
women
day
of
saint
society
into
in
latter
service
organizing

her seamstress margaret cook were discussing ways to help workers who were building
the temple and suggested the formation of a sewing society
to the churchs
churche official organization of the female

this movement

led directly

relief society under the direction of

joseph smith two weeks later sarah Kim
kimballs
balls role in that mobilization and her personal
account of the
but

its

in
in
will
be
more
detail
discussed
chapter three
societys
tys ongins
relief Socie
origins

nauvoo
close
worth noting here that Kim
kimballs
balls
association with the

relief society

provided her with further educational spiritual and social opportunities and

responsibilities

for example one of the stated purposes of the relief society was to care for the
needy and ill in the community kimball was among several elite women called and
Nau voos ill
authorized to nurse nauvoos

she emma smith was assisted in this work by such noble and
lofty women as mary fielding smith and mercy R thompson

nda
ada and mary ann hyde
mother whitney man
mannda
mainda

snow
sno
R
eliza

elvira cowles and sarah M kimball the prophet joseph smith
laid his hands on these womens heads and set them apart to go

history off
about among the sick and minister to their wants histo
society
so
relief

85

higbee

23

that kimball continued to exercise this calling is much evident throughout the fifteenth
ward relief society minutes in salt lake throughout her public career she would
continue to draw on the doctrines and privileges that she had learned from the prophet
and others during those early

relief society sessions

nauvoo
in
was
event
significant
took
while
her
place
sarah
particularly
another
age early in 1842 joseph smith had
introduction to the doctrine of plural mam
marriage

approached sarah on the subject but as she herself would admit she was
ws not a receptive
student
ilfe
iiri but
he said that in teaching this he realized that he jeopardized his life

god had revealed

it to him many years before as a privilege with

blessing

now god had revealed it again and instructed him to teach it with

commandment as the church could travel progress no farther without the
introduction of this principle

1I

asked him to teach it to someone else

she never would enter into a plural marriage Kim
kimballs
balls personal rejection of polygamy
is especially noteworthy in considering the zeal with which she defended the practice

throughout her life many times in her salt lake relief society meetings kimball would
testify of the doctrine

s

truthfulness

pres
wres
tres mrs kimball said she felt called upon to

make a few remarks upon the principle of plural marriage

to her it was a sacred subject

for the righteous but in the hands of the
fol
one fraught with much interest it was something foi

and
an
many
damn
tool
would
edged
was
ked
wicked
it
Ic
icked
icken

said she was a living witness

joseph smith taught the principle of celestial marriage most earnestly and solemnly
RS minutes 24

feb 1870

her autobiographical account of this encounter with the

higbee
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aten in 1883 some 40 years after the fact so all the more impressive in its
tten
wntten
watten
prophet wn

detail continues

he looked at me reprovingly and said will you tell me who to teach it
tog
to god requires me to teach it to you and leave you with the

responsibility of believing or disbelieving

he said

1I

will not cease to

pray for you and if you will seek unto god in prayer you will not be led
into temptation

her inclusion of this reproach

is important in illustrating her continued acceptance

of

joseph smith as a prophet of god she could continually reinforce that fact in testifying
to her

relief society sisters that she heard the prophet preach this principle from his own

lips and therefore it should be considered a divine commandment and privilege she

would draw on this conclusion in defending the practice as lawful and right during the
years of congressional punishments to polygamists and utah women voters

in nauvoo sarahs husband hiram was eventually baptized into the church in

july of 1843 madsen 153 n

12

but when the latter day saints were forced out of

nauvoo in 1846 sarah and hiram stayed behind to attend to hirams
hirama unfinished business
affairs there may also have been other reasons for the delay A few years earlier hiram
had been involved in a public dispute with joseph smith over nauvoo city ordinances

dealing with the collection of steamboat wharfage fees along portions of the riverfront
53
where kimball owned land see faulring 451
45153

then

in 1844 hiram along with

reynolds cahoon was one of the men most vocal in persuading joseph and hyrum
smith to surrender to the litigation that would lead to their imprisonment and martyrdom

higbee
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at carthage it may be that hiram kimball was in no hurry to go west with a group of

saints that remembered these grievances against him sarah makes no mention of these
events anywhere throughout all her long public career and recent and contemporary
life
no
the
discord
biographical sketches of
Kim
either
make
of
mention
balls
bails
balis
ofkimballs
kimballs

it is this sort of telling omission that abigail stewart suggests researchers can turn
up by looking for whats been left out of traditional accounts of womens lives

stewart posits that changing our perceptions of what may be important in a womans
comans
life can lead to significant insights when historians look for what has been overlooked
and not noticed but that may be very central to womens experience
unconceptualized
un
conceptualized
14

a
show
does
in her public recount
tendency to skip over the episodes
kimball
recountings
ings

her life that she does not consider necessary to instruct and happify her listeners see
of
other

auto biography
autobiography
she revered as

its quite certain that any discord between her husband and the man

gods prophet would

have caused some level of private emotional turmoil

and must have disrupted her social circle to a degree as well but for whatever the

reason sarah kept her silence about this issue and still managed to remain loyal to her

husband and a staunch supporter of the prophet
in any case sarah kimball appears to have been anxious to join the main body of
tlle
the expulsion from nauvoo with hiram away in
the saints along the trail to utah after tile

new york city tying up business sarah wrote a letter to her friend marinda hyde dated
2

january 1848 who was with the saints in council bluffs iowa
how
hov

1I

wish you could visit me during my husbands absence

lonesome indeed

1I

1I

shall feel very

sometimes flatter myself that shall see you all next spring
1I
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mr K talks of having me take the children & mother & go on next spring & leave
him to close his business & follow

1I

dont want to leave him but shall do as he

28
thinks best derr
derr28

this was the course she would end up taking three years later traveling in company
with her two brothers her two young sons hiram and oliver both under 10 years old
and her widowed mother kimball would drive her own team across the plains arriving in
the salt

upon
arnival
1851
her
she sold her wagon and team
september
valley
of
185
lake
in
1

for a comfortable little home a trade which she said she always considered providential
1
a
old
year
wild
indian girl whom I educated and
into this home she soon welcomed nine

raised

biography and who would stay with the family until she was nineteen
see auto
autobiography

this type of extended household was not unusual

for

latter day saints of the time what

was atypical was Kim
balls unexpectedly becoming the sole breadwinner for her
kimballs

household

hiram had been detained by his business in ne york city and by this time had
become financially much embarrassed

by the time he joined them in utah a year later

he was
and
financially
health
broken
ruined
vas
in
kas

and sarah would shoulder the fam
familys
ilys

financial burden while her husband recovered As she explains

1I

engaged in school

14th ward to sustain and educate my family my salary was only 2500
25 00
teaching in the 14
25.00
2500
1h
ah

per month but that was much to us at the time

it was during this time as wells notes

that kimball became particularly aware of the challenges facing women in financial

pursuits she taught school

higbee
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under very trying circumstances and while thus engaged in teaching she became
even more than ever convinced of the need of changed conditions for women

engaged in work that came in competition with men and determined to push the

matter to the utmost

derr 29

rehired to teach in the ward school kimball resourcefully asked her
when she was not rewired

husband and sons to haul timber from the canyons to build a schoolroom behind their
house so she could continue to teach private students she taught eight years pausing
only for a three month maternity leave when her youngest son franklin was born
bom in
1854

by 1857 hiram was prospering again financially and sarahs life became more
increasingly involved in ward activities that year she was called to replace her mother

granger
as the salt lake fifteenth ward relief society president because
lydia dibble
provo
war
and the move south to
of the utah
in 1858 local relief society activities were
interrupted they were not fully resumed until nearly a decade later derr 29

by that

balls
life
balis
bails
had changed dramatically again
alFs
airs
kimbalfs
kimballs
situation
in
time sarah Kimb
Kim

her two older sons married and her indian foster daughter kate died at age
balls
bails
balis
bes the other major household changes
describes
desan
airs autobiographical sketch descn
kimbalfs
kimballs
nineteen Kimb
Kim alFs

fastness
with a characteristic matter of factness

my mother who had lived with me 20 years died in 1861 age 73

my husband was drowned march 14 1863 in the pacific ocean by the wreck of
the steamer ida hancock off the coast of san pedro on his way to the sandwich

islands to serve a mission aged 62
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1
1865
a
girl
little
was
to
brought
me
elizabeth
in december
whom I adopted

Socie tys regeneration in utah the kimball household and her
by the time of the relief societys

responsibilities had changed dramatically in 1867 at age 49 a widowed single mother

kimball resumed her position as fifteenth ward

president
society
relief

she would

her life in an increasingly public position
spend the rest of
other

the

years that had led her brom
from nauvoo to this period had been important in

rim

balls
balis
bails
bringing to Kimb
airs attention many of the issues that she would later address As a
kimbalfs
kimballs
Kim alFs

catalyst of the

societys
tys inception
relief Socie

she would be a mainstay in its expansion she

would have been closely observant of her mothers service as a ward

relief society

president and likely drew on that experience as she took over that calling herself her
her entering the workforce helped convince
changing financial status and the necessity of
other
her of the need for greater opportunities and training for women in order to expand their

sphere of usefulness

this was the background that

led to Kim
kimballs
balls most public

responsibilities and the well documented causes she espoused

the

public sphere 1867
1898
18671898

with fewer obligations at home kimball was unusually free to focus her
attentions and efforts on public affairs in the church and in politics widowed for the last
35 years

balls
bails
Kimb
alPs
her life kimbalps
of
airs unique singleness made her rather unusual among other
kimballs
other
Kimbalis

e g eliza R snow emmeline B wells zina DH
DH
leading women of the church eg

young etc who were often closely related by blood or mam
age
mamage
to
prominent
damage
priesthood leaders Kim
kimballs
balls ecclesiastical prominence was enhanced by her inherent

higbee
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gifts as an organizer and agitator but she was also valued for her longevity having
always been at the center of the
few while kimball served in

relief society movement

she remained one of the elite

relief society leadership positions

the organization grew

from its fledgling rebirth to become an expansive social spiritual and educational

stronghold for women many of the following events will be discussed further in later
her
chapters but heres a brief overview of some important events that filled the years of
other
most public service

societys
by 1868 just a year after the Socie
tys regeneration kimball was presiding over
her wards construction of the first

relief society hall in the church

a building

soon
tuai
tual
she would be
advancement
women
dedicated to both the practical and spiritual
of
spin
on leadership
handson
overseeing a ward granary as well during her 40 years of close hands

with her ward

general
in
also
served
society
two
kimball
relief
relief society

secretary
87
the
she
wide
1880
church
presiden cies which oversaw
presidencies
was
188087
organization
oversad
to president eliza R snow and then

92 and secretary 1892
98
188892
189298
third counselor 1888

D H young
to president zina DH
balls
bails
balis
Kimb
airs other great passion was civic duty in 1870 the women of the utah
kimbalfs
kimballs
Kim alFs

territory were granted full suffrage rights by the non mormon governor of the territory
kimball had always been involved

in politics but this is a point at which her involvement

became even more extensive she became well known as an advocate for women
nights to vote later when congressional legislation the edmunds act in
nghts
exercising their rights
1882 disenfranchised first any person practicing polygamy and second
in 1886 all the women in

the tucker

utah kimball was outspoken in her fight against the

act
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unconstitutionality and unfairness of that legislation her leadership in this issue was one
rhetous in utah would stand
of the building blocks that the younger generation of suffrage rhetors

on after her

comans suffrage
in 1890 at age 72 kimball was elected president of the utah womans
president
for life in 1895 national
as
an
later
voted
she
was
honorary
association
in
suffrage leaders elizabeth cady stanton anna howard shaw and susan B anthony
visited utah in a show of support for the local womens efforts and kimball looking
frail and venerable in the company of other local leaders sat for a photograph of

1896
power
by
utah was granted statehood becoming the second state in
impressive

the union to include full womans
comans suffrage in its constitution wyoming was the first

kimball had been failing in health and was not at the forefront of this push but rejoiced
in the political victory

she traveled a great deal during these years including general relief society
an
presidency visits to outlying settlements trips to st george and 10
do
to
logan
utah
lo
9

temple work several trips to california to visit her brother and her son a trip to new

york city for a national suffrage convention and a trip back to her family hometown
home town of
phelps new york as an invited speaker at the phelps centennial celebration her travel
must have made impressions on her she regularly reported on her visits in weekly

fifteenth ward relief society meetings discussing the state of the relief society in other
cities or the beautiful views in california or sharing her impressions of leaders like

stanton and anthony travel must have also broadened her outlook it definitely gave

higbee

31

her opportunity to have her consciousness raised as she was very conscious of the state of
women in the places she visited

despite several periods of ill health kimball remained as active as possible in
church affairs retaining the calling as fifteenth ward
death she died at home on the evening of december

relief society president

until her

1898 just a few weeks short of

1

80th birthday according to her own expressed wishes there was no black worn at her
her 80

funeral services

woman
in
wonians
was
local
the
well
passing
both
noted
the
press
lonians s
her

exponent and the deseret news printed detailed reports of
her funeral service and
other
tributes to her life

the

exponent tribute to president sarah M kimball written by

balls
balis
alFs
emmeline wells notes Kimb
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs years of church and community service
Kimbails

she has been

one of the most able presidents and indefatigable

workers in the cause of all zion perhaps there was no more judicious
i

economizer of means yet withal liberal Iinn bestowing to tthe
he needy and
1

unfortunate than she has been her own ward can testify to her good

chanty and motherly care of the sick and afflicted
works her unbounded charity
her and the younger generation
everywhere her works testify of
other

should not pass by such notable examples as her life affords her name
and life should be perpetuated in the memory of every young man and

woman in zion

this

15

dec 1898

high regard for president mrs kimball was to be one of the greatest strengths

behind her effectiveness as a leader and her good works would become as well known as

higbee
her good words

the next chapters will continue the discussion by examining other

factors that led to Kim
icimbalfs
kimballs
bails political effectiveness and religious influence
balls

1
332
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chapter 2
both A born preacher and prophet

issues of authority

mrs SM kimball said so much had been said for woman she wanted to advocate
the cause of the brethren but in the course of her remarks referred to the reasons
why the women of the world had taken it upon themselves to represent their own
day of one of their meetings
cause and said she was very forcibly reminded to
today
when after they had spoken strongly of the wrongs women had suffered etc
his
some man arose to defend the sex but the women cried out to him to keep
keel
seat they had been listening to men for all these hundreds of years now they
would speak for themselves
report of the union salt lake co relief society
first annual meeting 9 august 1878
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speaking for themselves

on one of
her political delegations to new york city sarah kimball wrote a
other
letter back to her

relief society sisters in utah mentioning a compliment recently paid to

elizabeth cady stanton stanton the american suffragist was praised by an english
born preacher and prophet
clergyman who described her as both a bom

the concept of

prophecy is a helpful one in examining historical instances of womens rhetoric and in
her contemporary female
situating Kim
balls rhetoric
kimballs
other
chetonc in a framework with other of
rheton
rhetous
rhe tors there are similarities among the passionate appeals of women who argue for the
rhetors

chance not only to speak but to be heard that the weak and simple may confound the
wise as vessels of divine direction was an important tenet to women marginalized from
public discourse
rhetous in the christian tradition the question was not about the right
for women rhetors

or ability of a female to communicate with god
to make public their personal insights

the complication

came with the attempt

these women needed to find an effective way to
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to
be
them
would
allow
which
to
and
create
speak
to
circumstances
find opportunities

heard

for

invested
many
women
onward
medieval
early
from
es
times
centuries
centun
centen

themselves with authority in claiming obedience to specific direction commanded by

god himself to publicize their experiences and insights they risk his displeasure rather
than the trouble they may raise from being misunderstood or resented by men

margery
brought
before
was
kempe
english
medieval
when
example
mystic
for
the archbishop of york to acquit herself of charges of heresy she employed a noteworthy

paul
aenes
quoted
st
the
clerics
one
defending
herself
of
when
denes
strategy in
saying that women
should not preach kempe pointed out that her life was her message
1I

do not use a pulpit

to do as long as

1I

live

1I

1I

do not preach sir

rely on good words and good deeds only and that will continue
1I

petroff322
322
in petroff

As discussed in the last chapter a

lifes actions

womans rhetoric but additionally kempe argued a
can also be read as one form of this comans
place for her good words in a public sphere as well she argued essentially that a

christian

s free

her sex
speech should not be limited because of
other

god almighty does not forbid us sir to speak of him and also the
gospel mentions that when the woman heard our lord preach she came to
him and said in a loud voice

breast that gave you suck

blessed be the womb that bore you and the

then our lord replied truly they are

blessed who hear the word of god and keep it
the gospel gives me leave to speak of god

and therefore sir think
1I

322

in this way kempe cleverly overcame the issue of womens authority to preach in

public and allowed herself to be a valuable voice in boldly and openly speaking of god
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other religious women would follow similar strategies defining and redefining
boundaries of a womans
comans right to speak

since for many years womens voices were largely absent in the public sphere
the nineteenth century was still a time when women were fighting for their right to speak
in public and for ways to make themselves heard

individual spiritual matters were one

place where women had access to god as equal as men had religious claims therefore
became a toehold for their climbing into public discourse nineteenth century social
reformers like sarah

agn
gn
grimke
mke and

elizabeth cady stanton claimed the right to speak in

public as a divine charge

for latter day saint women the discussion was complicated by the fact that
though the prophet joseph smith said that he turned the key for women in the name of
the

lord the female relief society was fashioned after the pattern of and under the

wo mans rights women were
direction of the male priesthood early mormon comans
womans

deferential to their patriarchal leaders critical of radical feminist movements which

undermined a mothers responsibility to her home and children at the same time they
were outspoken in their beliefs in the equality and partnership of the sexes and firm in

their conviction that expanded womens roles from church to state would be beneficial to
humanity in this context where is sarah kimball situated in a tradition of fighting for
authority

what were her justifications for women speaking out she believed that god

loved his daughters as well as his sons and wanted women to expand their sphere of

usefulness what strategies did kimball need to invest her words with authority
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for a start her life of action helped characterize her as a true christian devoted
to the gospel both intellectually and practically her ethos was firmly established by her

daily work in addition kimball held a position of power into which she had been called
by proper priesthood authority

which meant not only by the influential male hierarchy

of church authorities but through them called by divine edict this chapter will
examine these and other circumstances that gave kimball a trustworthy public voice and
the ways in which she claimed or just as importantly did not claim to speak as an

authority

playing the fool
rhetous were doubly challenging to
As communications scholars point out female rhetors

out groups marginalized from the
outgroups
established authority when they were also members of
ofoutgroups

centers of power and discussion in considering kimball and her contemporaries as
group rhetoricians it is interesting to note patricia Biz
talented out
outgroup
bizzells
zells discussion of
bizzelli
cai advantages and dangers of being an outsider in her article
cal
the cheton
rhetorical
rheton

the praise of

post
woman
and
folly the
modem skepticism bizzell notes that female
rhetor
personae were common in renaissance written orations and can be traced back through
medieval and classical dialogues she finds the personification of the female fool

particularly useful for finding a compelling version of rhetorical authority from which to
speak on behalf of oppressed groups

7

by risking making fools of themselves by speaking out publicly in a society
that was unreceptive bizzell posits that a female rhetor can cross boundaries and ignore
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social distinctions without the care that a reasonable speaker would have to take she

expounds on william Wille
fords cross cultural study of the fool figure
willefords

fools typically cross cultural boundaries that are supposed to be
inviolable or more precisely fools wander over boundaries as if they

didnt even know they were there the posture of innocent transgression
allows the fool to voice social criticism that would be forcibly silenced in
the mouth of a more responsible rhetor

16

but bizzell does warn that if women think of symbolically taking on the role of the fool
they should also consider the implications of taking on not only the fools disregard for
social convention which allows social criticism and the enactment of
ofsolidanty
solidarity but also
the fools embrace of marginal social positions as well

17

As a mormon pioneer woman kimball was well aware of the danger of a

marginal social position generally she was cautious about knowing where the
boun danes of social criticism were but she also clearly appreciated women who were
boundaries

willing to adopt a posture of foolish transgression in 1895 near the end of a long

susan
B
authority
praised
public career and as a well established olce
of
kimball
voice
volce
oice

anthony s courage in speaking out despite the early unfriendly reception such as crowds
who threw eggs and hissed at her during speeches

now 52 years ago would not have dared to say the bold grand things
1I

that miss anthony said it would have made me so unpopular and 1I hardly

dared to shoulder it but the seed was planted within my soul and
been laboring for the same cause

1I

1I

have

felt that it was uplifting that it was

higbee

38

necessary for the nation and as time rolled on we were very careful WE
1895
oct
v2461
v2461no9l
nog
noa
no9

1

I

while kimball became known as an outspoken and visible leader of womens
group of
outgroup
advancement she was able to do so as an insider within the out
ofmormomsm
mormonism

mormons
cormons
as a peculiar
the
the
her
perhaps because of
of
other experience in
persecutions
for the male priesthood leadership of the church
her respect tor
people and also because of
other

kimball was careful to keep within what she considered the bounds of propriety in her
mormon utah context especially during the early stages of
her political activism while
other
she felt it perfectly acceptable for a woman to speak openly in the steward
ships with
stewardships

which she had been charged by god including the home the

relief society

and

her political
charitable social work she was at first rather more hesitant to alienate any of
other

audience by being labeled an extremist

timing was important to this strategy utah women were well aware of national
efforts for female suffrage inc
including
ludina several unsuccessful congressional bills between
1867
69 that would have adopted woman suffrage in the tenI
torles madsen
tories
186769
territories
tenitories

suffrage 1572

woman

quietly mindful of those efforts while concentrating her social

mormon
a
finally
was
catalyst
society
matters
behind
kimball
activism in relief
vomen
aomen
omen organizing to make a political statement when suffrage was granted kimball

as exultant
was

february

her ward relief society meeting record her reaction on
other
the minutes of

19 1870

mrs sarah M kimball said she had waited patiently a long time and now
that we were granted the right of suffrage she would openly declare
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herself a womans
comans rights woman and called upon those who would do so
to back her up whereupon many manifested their approval

this

was one week after utah women were granted full suffrage by the territorial

governor
mormon
a non mormon
with the approval of the acting
legislature largely

now justified by legislation and the apparent approval of influential male leaders in the

comans rights woman
community kimball publicly declared herself a womans

from this

point on she became more and more outspoken in her defense of womens rights in both
the pnvate
private and public spheres

compared to some other

her openness on the matter is noteworthy especially when

snow
as
R
leaders
society
such
who demurely
eliza
relief

insisted that mormon women had made no fuss about woman suffrage

and were given

the vote only after god put it in the hearts of the brethren to give us that right

woman suffrage 1572

madsen

still even through this filter of male hierarchy snow invested

hight
fight and in their society god given rights
lights were the
women with a god given night

foundation to virtually every base of power

your
daughters shall prophesy
and

the nineteenth century brought about a transformation in the numbers and extent
to which women were speaking out in public on matter not simply religious but political
as well women showed a changing perception

of god and divine interaction reflecting

changing social conditions changes in the relationship of self to society roles

responsibility matters of agency of self in transformation of self and society

however many initial efforts were met with predictable resistance to their reforming
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sphere of influence so many nineteenth century women fell back on the arguments aptly

foremothers
mothers and based their claims on womans
applied by their fore
comans privileged relationship
with god

when quaker activist margaret fell an enlightenment era feminist characterized
the prophet as the woman speaking in public on matters of moral concern she opened
up a vastly broader social ground for the female rhetor to tread many nineteenth century

women rhetous
rhetors adopted a similar prophetic stance stanton lucretia mott and sarah

grimke for example all drew on their quaker backgrounds to claim a womans
ght
comans nright
aht to
preach in public on a variety of social causes but by defining woman as prophet fell
was drawing on an already

11
I
bestab
weil
well
weli
wel estab
wei
shed
established

claim

for example when the medieval

a
her
book
published
included
visions
volume
the
ofschonau
of
visionary elisabeth of
schonau

scribe ekbert introduced the manuscript
scriptural justification Elisa
scebe
elisabetha
elisabeths
beths brother and scnbe
with an expression of concern over how it might be received by men who may be
of

offended and led into sin because the words of revelation come from a woman

because in these times the lord deigns to show his mercy most gloriously in the weak
sex

159

but this danger can be overcome by placing elisabeth in the tradition of

old testament and apocryphal women
but why do they not remember that something similar happened in the
days of our

9
fathers9
fathers

while the men were given over to sluggishness holy

god
t
that they might prophesy
women were filled with the spirit
of
spin
govern

gods people forcefully

and indeed tn
triumph
umph gloriously over the
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foes of israel so it happened with olda deborah judith jahel
bahel and other

women of this sort

159

in other words Elisa
elisabetha
elisabeths
beths role as a mouthpiece of the lord was not without precedent
her revelations alongside the canonical
other
the juxtaposition of

examples put her in a

powerful company by identifying themselves with the already established figure of the

prophetess many nineteenth century women would follow suit

the conceit was not

800s social activists jane addams and
limited to christian tradition either in the mid- i 1800s

margaret fuller both drew on their classical educations to identify with the intuitive

trojan prophet cassandra addams compared the contemporary state of women to
cassandras tragedy always to be in the right and always to be disbelieved peaden
187

comans national council address titled the
elizabeth cady stanton in an 1891 womans

matriarchate or mother age mourned the loss of the sacerdotal pnvilegesofthe
the
pfivilegesof
ancestral teutonic woman who had remained holy as priestess she had charge of the
fice and the tribal religion
sacrifice
tribal sacn
saan

but although
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pauline
stanton
that
the
address
same
narrow
condemned
in

doctrine of the christian religion at that first historic meeting in seneca falls in 1848
she had drawn on the christian tradition for another stirring comparison in justifying the

gathering womens movement

the

same religious enthusiasm that nerved joan of arc to her work nerves

us to ours in every generation god calls some men and women for the

day is the fulfilling of
utterance of truth a heroic action and our work to
today
II xxviii
what has long since been foretold by the prophet joel 11
xxvin

and

it
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shall come to pass afterward that will pour out my spirit upon all flesh
1I

and your sons and your daughters shall prophecy

stanton 19

influential abolitionist sarah grimke had used the same scriptural authority to help
establish her assertion that women were bound to preach the gospel
anointed of the holy ghost to preach or prophecy
essay ministry of women

692

as she argued in her 1837

grimke refers to the apostle peter on the day of pentecost

who explained that days spiritual manifestations by saying

spoken by the prophet joel

690 and were

this is that which was

692

agn
gn
gnmke
gemke
mke also hearkened back to the scriptural tradition by discussing

last prophetess under the jewish dispensation

692

anna the

again and again womens
womenIs rights

advocates would turn to biblical precedent suffrage orator anna howard shaw herself
the nations first female ordained as a methodist preacher built one of
her most famous
other
and oft repeated speeches

gods women

around this strategy

the women go to the bible to prove their claim

and the one woman upon

whom we have all laid our claim and our boast is that grand old woman
who was able to cry out in looking over israel in its hour of peace
was trouble there was dissension there was unrest in israel until

deborah a mother in israel arose

there

1I

we point to the fact that the judges of

israel were always understood by those people to be divinely selected for

their position and being thus divinely selected we cannot assume that any
human being could have taken the position who was not recognized by
the people at least as having been chosen by god
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furthermore shaw argues we cannot assume that god did not know what he was doing
when

he chose deborah to be a judge in israel
if then she was not gods woman whose woman was she and if god
not able to recognize

is

his own what will become of us at the last now

we believe that this judge in israel was divinely ordained for the work

because otherwise she could not have done her work so well

shaw then goes on to other biblical women miriam hester vashti who did not hold a
position of political power like deborah but were still raised up by god to fill vital roles

marys
new
the
testament
contributions
the
ogues
catal
catalogues
cataloguer
of
she
the

one was the mother of

lord doing the greatest public work for the race that has ever been done in the world

one was a woman who was a theological student learning at the feet of the master the
other was the first divinely commissioned preacher of the resurrection

shaw asserts must be considered

all of these

gods women

sarah kimball also drew quite naturally on this scriptural basis for example not
long after being elected president of the utah woman suffrage association kimball

publicly refuted the argument of a man who advised utah women do not say it is your
right to sit on the judges bench and listen to all phases of immoral life

Kim
kimballs
balls

matter of fact response blended the ancient precedent with a modem incarnation

why not deborah judged israel forty years and israel was blessed with a
peaceful reign our nearer neighbor esther morris occupied the judges
bench creditably in wyoming territory

from the
when she retired hrom
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our
a just
judge
bench she was crowned with the appellation of ajust
tust
daughters and sons are taught to revere the names and deeds of such
women and hand them down to posterity with honor
1 1I

1
WE vv2081
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december 1891

kimball presented this logical refutation just three months before hearing shaws speech
on

gods women

delivered in person perhaps after hearing shaws extensive treatise

she would have relied even more heavily on the scriptural basis

then again maybe not

balls
balis
Kimb
alFs
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs characteristic brevity in debate was well known and her straightforward
Kimbails

her rhetorical power even more importantly kimball always
approach was part of
other
carried with her a tacit understanding that mormon women were already invested with a
great deal of spiritual authority

this assumption based largely on her experience in the

mormon
and
on
society
doctrine expounded by the latter day prophet joseph
relief

smith will be discussed more in detail later in this chapter
ed great weight among
carried
such scripturally based arguments obviously cam

religiously inclined audiences but their widespread use also offered an even greater
suffrage arguments for instance were founded on the
antisuffrage
tactical advantage since many anti
11

narrow pauline doctrine that women were to keep silence in the churches

scriptural
scn
san
plural
ptural

examples refuting that interpretation were in great demand ironically one of the most
important liberal interpretations of this injunction was to come from paul himself As

sarah grimke argued in ministry of women women have as much right to be called
prophets as men have especially when the term prophecy is defined as paul does
inclusion ary sense
143 in its most inclusionary

1

I

cor
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we attach to the word prophecy the exclusive meaning of foretelling
future events but this is certainly a mistake for the apostle paul defines it
to be speaking to edification exhortation and comfort

and there

appears no possible reason why women should not do this as well as men

grimke 692

this prophetic model of speaking to edification exhortation

and comfort was widely

rhet oncal pattern and as a strategy for women establishing their right to
adopted as a rhetorical
speak

the

eighteenth century amen
can poet anne bradstreet for example had
american

sidestepped the issue of authority almost entirely upon this claim never questioning her
right to examine her relationship with god she also never showed any indication that her

publication of such divine matters was an impropriety god she notes will not be tied
to time nor place nor yet to persons but takes and chooses when and where and whom

he pleases

288

authority from god was a way to confound an earthly hierarchy by

appealing to a source over their heads as it were and perhaps more importantly to

internalize a sense of divine significance that god found womens conversation as
breth rens was the ultimate equality
inherently worthwhile as their brethrens

A

divine prerogative
mormon women have always been particularly emphatic on the subject of god

one
and
divine
to
villeges
access
equal
vileges
early editorial in the
pn
privileges
communication
given an
woman

s

ex
exponent
makes
onent
anent
P

it a point to respond to a

clarifying their stance in no uncertain terms

readers question on the topic by

higbee

we are asked by the editor of the new north west
ays come to men
always
religious revelations alw
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why it is that

it is a mistaken idea that

woman has not the same right to know for herself what the lord requires
at her hands that a man has

theory

in volume

1I

the latter

of this journal

day saints acknowledge no such

womans
WE writing on woman
comansIs

agency very clearly illustrates that it is a divine prerogative belonging to

woman to call upon the lord and receive answers to her prayers

thousands of mormon women faithfully bear the same testimony

the

editorial then goes on to reference an account written by sarah kimball that also

illustrates this vital principle

number

18 volume

naoma

of the exponent contains A chapter in the life of

1I

mrs vilate kimball wife of the late president heber C

aten
whitten
written
tten by
kimball wn

B

mrs sarah M kimball we give the names now

by permission in which it is shown that direct communication from god

was given to the woman in answer to her enquiries and that through this
age or plurality of
marriage
means only she learned the law of celestial mam

wives as her husband through sympathy had refused to teach it to her
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women not only advanced the argument for direct revelation but they readily
these vornen
offered their own experience as immediate and substantial proof of the truth of their

claims A first person testimony of divine communication was difficult to refute
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authority to act as directed by god was not limited to a womans
comans personal

sphere either

relief society leaders continually called on divine power in their

leadership roles

the discussion is complicated by the fact however

that while

relief

auth onty in their public roles that authority was
society leaders spoke with increasing authority

based largely on their claim to power as ceded them by their male priesthood leaders it
was through the brethren that the sisters had been called by god to preside

but kimball for one did not see this as a contradiction while her official
president
as
and counselor to presidents came at the hands of a male
position
priesthood holder she believed that the priesthood power itself was an emancipatory one
for women also she freely drew on divine authority
auth onty in her work as a political activist a

role to which no man had called her but which she assumed on her own volition and

merits

the next sections in this chapter will examine specific ways that kimball drew

ty by personal testimony by priesthood
auth
upon and exercised her althon
anthonty
authonty
pnesthood ordinance and by
authon
onty

divine charge

eil

ell fleshed words
weli
well
weil

As bradstreet writes

many can speak well but few can do well we are better

part but he is a true christian that is a proficient
scholars in the theory than the practice pan
in both

272

weaver
s concentration on the ethical considerations of
theorist richard

rhetoric led him to assert that the cheton
rheton
rhetoncian
cian is a preacher to us
clan

and to agree with

the
the
claim
that
skilled
man
true
good
speaking
orator
Quintil
good
quintillano
his
quintillans
qumtilians
is
in
in
ians
lans

formed character and right in his ethical philosophy

1054

As discussed in chapter one
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of his or her values is integral
ofhis
of this thesis the life of the rhetor the daily embodiment ochis
to the success of the message weaver suggests one reason for this importance

rhetoric

always comes to us in well fleshed words and that is because it must deal with the world
the thickness stubbornness and power of it

1047

hrom her
kimball being of a decidedly practical bent was never afraid to draw from

own experience in the world to illustrate her message one of the reasons her rhetoric
was successful was simply that she lived according to the maxim she practiced what she
weli fleshed
weil
preached and this fact made her words even more well

for example

Kim
kimballs
balls heightened social conscience was based on her many face to face encounters

with the horrors of a deprived social condition

counselor SM kimball in her remarks referred to having visited some of
the dens of iniquity in other cities when she had heard the erting
eiting wail over

their condition and it had taught her sympathy for the repentant and
sorrowing and she felt the mission of assisting in reform was the noblest
one women could have

va
2
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v7
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june 1878

eang
balls
balis
ng wail raised she could have been content
emng
in Kimb
alFs
airs travels when she heard the arri
kimbalfs
kimballs
erri
Kimbails
with listening to the public outcry and still come away with a vague desire to help but
she takes her involvement a step further and goes into the dens of iniquity to learn
leam
from the situation for herself such involvement with the repentant and sorrowing

gives her much more credibility as an eyewitness and makes her personal conviction all
the more believable additionally kimball issues what is in effect a divine charge to

her

relief society audience here simply by referring to the work of social reform as a
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for women who were well acquainted with the concept and purposes of

mission

a
the
male
this
powerful
was
the
filled
efforts
church
by
usually
elders
of
missionary

image

she would call upon herself as an example on many occasions in the fifteenth

comans rights
ward relief society meeting where she jubilantly describes herself a womans
woman

she follows up that declaration with a personal evidence

she said her

in
from
all grades of
many
that
life
in
moved
had
had
different
been
she
of
exponence
expenence
experience

nch and poor had always seen much good and intelligence in
society had been both rich
woman

RS minutes 19 feb 1870

Kim
kimballs
balls uniquely broad personal paths through

society had not only helped form her feminist opinions they were also useful as evidence
to support her assertions of womens value

she would also use her own self as evidence in an 1873 retrenchment meeting
her pet subjects at the time the study of
kimball delivered a lecture on one of
other

physiology

if she had a hobby the account reports the 55 year old kimball saying

it

was the importance of having a knowledge of one s self and the proper uses of ones

powers self knowledge was the first step toward self improvement
advocating dress reform

then after

tight lacing was a sin against humanity and giving scientific

evidence that the breath was the life

kimball issues this challenge

the speaker asked if we could not apply these and similar lessons to
ourselves and answered that we could she had proven it that twenty
thirty or even thirty five years ago she had seemed older than now had
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never enjoyed better health or been half so happy in her life before as at
the present time
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even her own physical state was a testament to the principles kimball preached the fact
that she would never ask anyone to do something she wasnt willing to follow herself

would become

I
weil
well
weli
a wei
wel

estabi
shed belief among her associates and these personal
established
1

witnesses were a source of strength and fellowship as well after this lecture on

physiology lona cross spencer who was directing the meeting as president of the

young ladies retrenchment association thanked kjmball
kimball for her good works and
said she thought that the faith of the sisters was strengthened by theirjoining
their joining their

testimonies and speaking words of comfort and encouragement to each other

called of god by prophecy
authority
kimbalps
s
was the latter day saint belief
factor
established
Kimb
alPs
another
airs
in kimball

god
estwood
were
the
to
name
that holders of the pn
act
authorized
esthood
performing
priesthood
of
in
in
an
tlle church again drawing on
the
binding ordinances and administrating the organization of tile

mormons
cormons
accepted that a man or woman must be called of
precedent
scriptural
ancient

god by prophecy and by the laying on of hands by those who are in authority to preach
the gospel and administer in the ordinances thereof smith 541

that

president
balls
balis
bails
society
office
Kimb
alPs
of
doctrine meant that kimbalps
relief
kimballs
Kim airs

fact the title itself carried great weight

the latter

day saints were generally quite

conscientious about calling their leaders by their ecclesiastical title

kimball

president snow

and in

president sr

bishop burton etc in official functions especially the
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m address titles were both a sign of respect and an
title was clearly used in

acknowledgment of sustaining the persons right to function as a leader
in assuming leadership kimball relied on her assurance that she had been called

her term of service
other
of god to serve in that position especially at the beginning of

it was

a strength to her that she had been prophetically appointed to the calling and as such

could rely on the blessings of god in fulfilling her duties during the first week of
Janu
january
aryl1868
868 the

relief society was reorganized in the salt lake fifteenth ward and

kimball appointed to preside over it on january 6 the third relief society meeting of
that same week the minutes record

sr kimball said she felt her weakness and incapability of acting in the
position she was placed unless assisted by the spirit of god and the faith
prayers and good works of the sisters she had not placed herself in that

position but she was willing to do all the good she could that she might
obtain the blessings that was promised to the obedient

kimball makes clear that she is willing to do much good but that good would come not
her organization to
entirely of her own effort she calls on god and on the women of
other
sustain her in the position

this approach to leadership

a combination

of confidence

with humility and faith with works was to be a trademark of her service

another important aspect of the calling to a position was the setting apart
also sometimes referred to in the early church as ordaining

this was the laying on

of hands by those who are in authority and was a priesthood ordinance which
effectually sealed upon the recipient the authority to function in that calling kimball had
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nauvoo
different
for
to
being
purposes
in
ordained
example
many expenences
of
experiences
kimball was among several prominent relief society women called and set apart by
joseph smith to be healers in the community to go about among the sick and minister to
ory
history
Hist
orv 85

their wants

kimball would continue to exercise that calling throughout her

life including occasionally administering to her sisters in

the

relief society meetings

setting apart ordinance was often highly valued as an opportunity to receive

prophetic blessing when the general

relief society presidency was called in

1880 with

eliza R snow as president and kimball as secretary their blessings by president john

taylor were carefully recorded and published with the minutes of the whole meeting
the women

5

in

exponent for a broad readership before he performed the ordinances

societys
taylor briefly recounted the events of the first relief Socie
tys organization

nauvoo
in

and took the opportunity to claffy what was meant by the term ordinationm
ordinations
in that
ordination

instance and in the present case

the

ordination then given to emma smith and her presidency did not

priesthood
the
ng
upon those sisters yet the sisters
mean the confem
confemng
of
confed

pn
priesthood
hold a portion of the an
estwood
esthood in connection with their husbands

snoa and bathsheba W smith stated that they so
sisters eliza R snow
understood it in nauvoo and have
hae looked upon it always in that light
noa
9 53 no7
WE 953
no 7

I

1 1

sept 1880

whether or not kimball was also nodding in assent isnt recorded in any case its
privileges
vt leges conferred upon her at
evident throughout her life that she felt the rights and pn
vtleges
an
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the setting apart blessing taylor gave

her is a good example of the laying on of hands ordinance

sarah melissa granger kimball in the name of the lord jesus christ and
by virtue of the holy priesthood 1I set thee apart to the office of secretary of
the

relief societies in zion

to record important events and keep a faithful

record thou shalt be quick to discern and a ready writer seek more

earnestly for the spirit of the lord and thou shalt be blessed more than
thou hast ever had power to conceive of As thou hast been preserved in
life thou shalt continue to be preserved

1I

seal upon thee thy former

shail be honored in time and in eternity and have a seat
shait
shall
blessing and thou shalt

jesus
amen
god
the
the
name
kingdom
celestial
of
of
in
in

the

setting apart thus served as not only a conferral of authority to function as a church

officer but also as an opportunity for receiving counsel comfort and other spiritual gifts
e g being quick to discern which would be beneficial
eg

on
more than one occasion such
position

in performing the duties

of the

as the blessing given her in nauvoo by

her first son kimball made a point of
joseph smith praising her for the donation of
other

carefully recording these blessings conferred upon her by men she revered as prophets of

god

to expound and exhort
another key to Kim
balls success as a female leader was her working relationship
kimballs
with the men who worked with her more of this relationship will be discussed in the
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balls
balis
alFs
next chapter but here is a good place to point out that Kimb
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs religious sermons were
Kimbails

often given a sort of stamp of approval by male priesthood authority one enlightening

example is an 1894 davis stake

relief society conference

ville in the mornin
waysville
kaysville
in Kays
morningb

for
faith
as
asked
the
and
she
stood
pointedly
conference
kimball
the
crowds
of
session

spoke she then read doctrine and covenants section 25 and made some remarks on the

revelation

this

emma
to
was
the
revelation
smith through her prophet
scripture
given

husband and the section joseph smith had preached from in early

relief society

nauvoo
balls
balis
Kimb
in
alFs remarks appear to have been centered around the verses
kimbalfs
kimballs
Kimbails
meetings
that told emma she would be authorized to preach the gospel

shait
shall
shalt be ordained under his josephs hand to expound
and thou shail

scriptures and to exhort the church according as it shall be given thee by
shalt receive the
shait
shail
my spirit for he shall lay his hands upon thee and thou shall

holy ghost and thy time shall be given to writing and to learning much

and thou needest not fear for thy husband shall support thee in the
church for unto them is his calling that all things might be revealed unto
them whatsoever will according to their faith
1I

say unto you that this is my voice unto all

verily
and verily venly

7
9
25
257
d&c
79
2579
dac

1I

16

this section was especially important as the only canonized latter day saint revelation
addressed to a woman considering
considenng its principles in terms of a rhetoric of prophecy
make it even more significant emma smith is here directed to speak exhortation
estwood
edification and comfort to the church set apart by pn
priesthood
an esthood authority she would be

inspired by the spirit of god to reveal his will making her an instrument of divine
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revelation additionally her words would also have the endorsement of the prophet to
back them up

kimball picked up this theme and took the occasion to expound scriptures
herself as she followed her reading of the revelation with this interpretation
I

11

think it a sermon within itself

1I

think the words that were spoken to

emma smith meant all that are called to the same position we should
cultivate the best of our natures if we do we become more and more
exalted and elevated we all have capabilities far beyond our

comprehension
for
you
foryou

1I

pray that you may be blest and comprehend what is best

v23 215
WE v23215
no
215noll
noll

1I 1I

1I

dec 1894

to the audience mostly comprised of relief society women

kimball extends the

liberating promise that all who are called of god to preach will be blessed by him and
culta
cultivate
tuai natures so that their understanding of
tual
ate their spin
spiritual
she admonishes the sisters to cultl

cai enactment
cal
cheton
rhetorical
such matters would increase in another intriguing example of rheton

kimball herself both expounds and exhorts embodying the charge given to emma smith
and extended to all

and

like emma Kim
balls interpretation of scripture was also supported by
kimballs

endorsement from male priesthood leadership

grant
kimball was hyrum

a counselor in the

the speaker immediately following
davis stake presidency he bore witness to

the presence of the spirit of god with the meeting and a testimony to what kimball had

grant
added his own example of how the spirit attends those who were called to
just said
teach As the minutes record

higbee
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have been very much interested in the remarks of the sisters and can

testify the spirit of the lord has attended those that have spoken

spoke

about the power of god referred to how he felt when he was first called to
be a teacher

1I

1I

felt as though wanted to shirk my duty but the good
1I

1
I
and
duty
have felt thankful for
and
my
prevailed
went
and
done
spirit
1I

the experience had in doing it sisters dont feel that you are getting too
1I

old to be useful

1I

pray that the spirit of the lord will continue with us that

we may be blest in meeting together

grant endorses kimbalps
balls
balis
bails
be
words
useful
alPs
encourages
Kimb
to
the
the
women
teaching
word
airs
kimballs
in
Kim
rim
exponence
of the lord and identifies with them by sharing his own expenence
experience and personal fears

later that day

at the conferences afternoon session apostle franklin D richards

whom kimball identified many times as a supporter of womens advancement stood and
balls
balis
alFs interpretation of the scripture
gave an apostolic validation to Kimb
kimbalfs
kimballs
Kimbails

very highly this privilege of meeting with you

ready to meet with the women as the men
they are not addicted to them

1I

1I

1I

1I

do think the spirit of the

appreciate

lord is quite as

do not think they have as many bad habits

was pleased with what sister kimball read to us

additionally richards then extends the discussion by reminding the women that they

pn
pnesthood
also have a share in the an
estwood
esthood and were expected to fulfill their duties
spoke about the early organization of this society exhorted the sisters to
be more diligent and earnest in their duties

you have the same blessings

bestowed upon you as your husbands and you must understand these
blessings are yours in connection with your husbands there is a great deal
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resting upon you your calling is no mean one sisters lift up your heads
oice
olce for you are blest of the
and re
rejoice

this

lord
loid
lold

episode is an enlightening one in view of the fact that so many women in america at

that time were fighting for their rights to speak out publicly here is evidence that

nineteenth century mormon women were both practicing prophetic rhetoric and being
encouraged by both male and female leaders to extend their capacities in that regard

the

power we have with god

the

forum which gave mormon women the most opportunity to exercise their

prophetic capacities was the relief society organization kimball considered the

society a source of great power and a manifestation
had granted to women

relief

of the rights and privileges that god

at a utah county relief society meeting in

1886 kimball taught

that latter day saint women had both the right to improve their condition and the power
to influence their leaders she alluded to the new testament parable of the wise and

foolish virgins encouraging her sisters to make wise use of the resources they had been
granted

she asked how shall we get this oil that we cannot buy without money

we are the only women on earth who have a stewardship conferred on
them and it should be our study and prayer that we may be enabled to
1I ngs honorably
y
call
cali
cail
callings
our
magnify
m
f
agni

let us honor those who are called to

preside over us and pray for them it will be found a power in their behalf
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we must seek to build up and not pull down let us cultivate a spirit of
peace for our strength lies in the power we have with god

mormon
god
in
as
came
because
part
believed
women were
with
power
kimball
that
the only women on earth who have a stewardship conferred on them

meaning their

responsibilities as latter day saints and as members of the divinely directed

relief

mormon
monnon
non women endowed with great
society kimball believed that not only were mon
a
also
authority
had
as
and
they
such
tuai
tual
but
power
responsibility to take up
spiritual
spin

leadership positions among the rest of the non mormon world

kimball was convinced and the belief was widely promulgated that with the

nauvoo
in
the
women worldwide began to enter a
society
of
relief
organization
changing and expanding public sphere

in 1892 while serving as president of the utah

woman suffrage association kimball firmly asserted that the sure foundations of the
suffrage cause were deeply and permanently laid on the 17th of march 1842 and the
structure is far advanced

1
81
v
WE v208
20
no 10

1I

dec

1891

with the restored church and the holy priesthood which

the privileges associated

relief society women were

taught they had a share in meant their membership in the organization had far reaching
effects

kimballs
balls confidence in her assertions lets take a closer
to better understand Kim
look at the

mormon
as
the
Socie
source
of
societys
womens power and
tys
relief
origins
ongins

influence in four different published accounts of the early

relief society kimball

focuses on the fact that the prophet joseph smith turned the key on a whole new

dispensation of possibilities for women

the first account we will examine comes from a
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february 1878 salt lake county stake relief society meeting in this context kimball
seneca
to
the
falls in 1848 in order to
movement
womens
draws attention
originating in
compare it to the

societys
tys history and divine organization
relief Socie

the

19th
19

of next month will be the thirtieth anniversary of the first

organization of women in the states you will pardon me for referring to
this but it is to compare it with the date of the organization of women in
this church which goes farther back A few of us met together in my

parlor in nauvoo we had a desire to do something towards helping to
E R snow
laws written out by sister ER
build the temple we had some by
bylaws

and we showed them to president joseph smith and he said he was glad to

have the opportunity of organizing the women as a part of the priesthood

belonged to them WE

this account is unique

7
noa
18 no3
no 3
718

I
1 1

july 1978

gioseph
for her noting that ioseph
loseph smith

was glad to have the

opportunity of organizing the women as part of the priesthood belonged to them

this

statement is important for several reasons first it shows that joseph smith was pleased to
include women in the organizational structure of the church second it also echoes
a
had
share of the priesthood and third
women
that
taylor s and richardss
assertions
ss
richards
Richard

it

mormon
monnon
mon
non women were invested with a divine
that
underscores Kim
balls recognition
kimballs
authority then she goes on to recount the fulfillment of a prediction that the prophet had
made some 30 years earlier

our sisters

in the states are seeking to improve their condition miss

anthony one of the leading women among them well known everywhere
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has written to mrs wells editor of the exponent saying the women of

utah as a body must fight for the maintenance of the right to vote and also
to get national guarantee for all women in the nation president smith the

prophet said women should ask us for advice and the time should come
when the women of this church should lead in such matters

its

clear to kimball that susan B anthonys request to the women of utah for help in

the suffrage cause is the fulfillment of joseph

women in nauvoo

to finish the sermon

smiths prophecy to the relief society

kimball issues a call to action with her

characteristic pragmatism in laying out a course for others to follow drawing on her own
programs as an example

we should make suggestions

to each other for improvement

she then

read some rules that had been watten
wntten
written out for the society over which she

presided

when kimball encourages the sisters in salt lake to take an active part in filling that
in
be
to
ght
prophecy she invests the mormon women with a divine nright
womens
active
aht
i

authoritative
authon
concerns by giving them the althon
dative
tative seal of approval
had seen them as national leaders

the prophet joseph

after all

their authority to act obviously blended into civic

duty as well as charitable service kimball argued that mormon women were fulfilling

prophecy and a divine charge by taking action in sociopolitical concerns as well as church
affairs
Kim
the
society
was
accounts
of
prepared
bails
balis
balls
ofkimballs
relief
the second of
origins
kimballs
40th anniversary of the Socie
the celebration of the 401h
societys
tys organization by the prophet

for
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cai
cal sketch in her official capacity as
hist
oncal
histoncal
kimball prepared the 1882 histon

secretary of the general relief society and the record is part of the official minutes of
the society in this account the role of joseph smith is reported thus
A constitution and bye laws was prepared and submitted to president

joseph smith he pronounced it the best constitution that he ever read
then remarked this is not what the sisters want there is something better
for them

1I

priesthood

have desired to organize the sisters in the order of the
1I

now have the key by which can do it
1I

christ was never perfect until the
ofchnst
the organization of the church of
E R snow to tell the
women were organized he then said want you ER
1I

offering
sisters who delegated you that their offen
rig is accepted of the lord and
will result in blessing to them

he further said

1I

will organize you in

tlle priesthood after the pattern of the church madsen 192tiie
the order of tile
the
93

this account adds a new dimension

to the story

for one thing

it emphasizes the catalyst

role that the women themselves played in bringing about the organization of the society
and that their efforts were recognized and approved of by god himself

its also

important that smith says the church organization is not complete without the women
more completely involved and finally the wording in the order of the priesthood after
balls
bails
balis
Kimb
tlle pattern of the church is significant in reflecting kimbalps
tiie
tile
the
kimballs
airs emphasis on the part
Kim alPs

estwood
hood
esthood
est
priesthood
women held in the pn
an

the wording of this claim would be significantly different
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in other accounts perhaps an attempt to semantically clarify what may have been a

misinterpreted claim

the

balls
balis autobiographical sketch she published in
Kimb
alFs
third account comes from gim
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs
Kim bails

the exponent after a trip back east to nauvoo had prompted her recollections of those

early years

this version is

less detailed and differently worded

tell the sisters their offering is accepted of the lord

and he has

1
a
something better for them than written constitution I invite them all to

meet with me and a few of the brethren in the masonic hall over my store
next thursday afternoon and will organize the women under the
1I

priesthood after the pattern of the priesthood

he further said the

church was never perfectly organized until the women were thus
organized

wev
WE v1251
125 noa
no7
1

1 1I

sept 1883

gaan
A
again
gain
galn the point is emphasized that being organized by the power

of the lord was better

than any earthly organization and the more moderately worded under the priesthood
estwood
significantly
est
priesthood
but
hood
slightly
esthood
changes the degree of
after the pattern of the pn
an

version
ver
autonomous power implied this gersion
Ner
slon makes relief society sound more like an
sion
nersion
a
estwood
vital
than
companion
quorums
esthood
priesthood
organization still the
imitation of the pn
an

importance of the women being organized according to

gods pattern is central to the

church as a whole
cai sketch kimball prepared for the jubilee celebration
histon cal
finally the lengthy historical

of 1892 again in her official secretarial
secretanal capacity does not recount the events that led up
to the founding of the society but focuses more on what took place in the early

relief
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society meetings after its organization relying heavily on the official minutes as recorded

rim

balls
bails
balis
under scoring Kimb
by eliza snow but it is significant in underscoring
kimbalfs
airs understanding of the
kimballs
Kim alFs

divine authority conferred on the women of the

relief society

and in fact also contains a

controversial passage that was later corrected through official channels kimball opens
the account with this introduction

president
the
invitation
of the church a number of sisters convened
of
by
in the masonic

17th
17
on
room
the
of march 1842 president joseph
lodge

smith elders john taylor and willard richards were present
president smith stated that the meeting was called for the pur
pos of
purpose
purpos
durpos
making more complete the organization of the church by organizing the
women in the order of the priesthood

WE v20141
v2014

1

no 18

1

apn
april
aan

1

1892

again the in the order of the priesthood phrasing seems to imply a full acceptance of
the women into that fellowship by 1906 there was enough concern among church

leadership over precise understanding of womens roles that general president bathsheba

smith and secretary emmeline wells published a clarification of the story

jubilee
the

balls
balis
Kimb
alPs
account had been reprinted in the exponent in november 1905 and evidently kimbalps
kimballs
airs
Kimbails

recollection caused some stir smith and wells published a statement headlined

correction which pointed to the paragraph in question as containing an error which
we feel should be corrected

statement was made

we find by comparing it with the original record no such

WE 3444 jan 1906

As john

taylor had in 1880 many church

leaders found it important to make a clear distinction between the authority women
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receive and the priesthood offices to which men are ordained derr cannon beecher 49
447 n88

this
to
had
added
her account based on her own memory
statement
ifkimball
if
kimball

of the event

it may signify her emphasis on the equality

of priesthood privileges and

necessity of the relief society organization to help make the church complete

kimbalps
1892
balls
bails
balis
account
Kimb
alPs
airs
kimballs
Kim

al
is also important in showing another ssimilar
official
milar offic

28h 1842
editorial change made to the historical record joseph smiths important april 28th

sermon to the

nauvoo
in
focused on showing how the sisters would come
society
relief

in possession

priesthood
gifts
and
the
privileges
blessings
etc and that they
the
of
of

might attain unto these blessings by a virtuous life and conversation and diligence in
keeping all the commandments

from the official minutes
kimball copies hrom

smith 602

this oft quoted passage of direction from the prophet

the

society is to get instruction through the order which god has

established through the medium of those appointed to lead and now turn
1I

the key to you in the name of god and this society shall rejoice and

knowledge and intelligence shall flow down from this time this is the
beginning of better days for you

again the phrase turn the key to you

WE 20142

in the name

of god implies an authoritative

investedd iinn the women of relief society however in preparing tthe
autonomy invested
investe
he official

history of the church in 1855 under the direction of the quorum of the twelve apostles
the wording had already been edited to read

1I

now turn the key in your behalf derr

de
etal 49 again deemphasizing
emphasizing the amount of power to be vested in those women

while the concern of church leaders over any misinterpretation of this pn
principle
nciple
was
sciple
an
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certainly understandable considering the social climate of the times it is clear that these

rim

balls
balis
alFs
revisions were a significant change from Kimb
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs emphasis in any case there is no
Kimbails

evidence that kimball ever claimed that she or other women had been ordained to hold

priesthood offices see derr etal 446n61

whatever she understood her invested

authority
ty to be it was clearly enough for her to consider it liberating and powerful As
authon
althon
recent historians have pointed out

whether latter day saint women were ordained or set apart whether
the key was turned to them or in their behalf whether they were organized
in the order

of the priesthood

the2
thea priesthood
under the

after the pattern of the priesthood

or

seems to have been less important to them than

the fact that they were organized by a prophet of god according to the

order of god

but in light of this discussion

cannon
and beecher 50
derr
it is interesting to note

joseph smiths own account of his

from his
involvement in the early relief society which is markedly downplayed hrom

f

nt of thursday march 17
account
perspective in the official history 0of the church hhis
is accou
accod
1842 begins

1I

assisted in commencing the organization of

nauvoo in the lodge Roo
of
broomsmith
ofnauvoo
mSmith 552
roomsmith
request that days

relief society meeting

the female relief society

on march 24 he reports attending by

and adds

we had the privilege of being

present at their organization and were much pleased with their modus operandi and the
good order that prevailed

they are strictly parliamentary in their proceedings

568

to the relief society concerning pattern
priesthood and keys the temple ordinances and the ensuing semantic alterations see derr
cannon & beecher 42
58
4258

for an excellent discussion of smiths instructions
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and while he told the sisters that if they needed his instruction they could ask and he
would be pleased to give it from time to time

WE 20141

the prophets confidence in

the womens abilities to function on their own merits is very clear

exhortation edification and comfort
kimball for one was a woman who would continue to access the spiritual
blessings and privileges associated with the priesthood power joseph smith defined on
several occasions kimball exercised the spiritual gift of tongues for instance in june of
1887 her

ng in her behalf
relief society associates arranged a surprise gathering
gathen

as an

expression of appreciation for her service near the close of the meeting zina young
spoke saying she felt that the spirit of the lord was with them and felt if the sisters

would unite their faith she would like to hear sister kimball bless the sisters in the gift of
tongues

sister kimball expressed a wish that the lord would give her his spirit to
bless the sisters in that gift and she then spoke in tongues
time

for some

15th ward minutes of the same gathering note blessing all
the 15

sister young gave the interpretation which was full of instruction
noa
june
15
1887
no2
comfort and blessings to the sisters WE v1614
vl614
it was another quietly dramatic example

of a woman functioning in the prophetic role

of speaking edification exhortation and comfort

she was continually encouraging her

fellow saints to take full advantage of the blessings they had been offered by the

higbee
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ward womens meeting in 1886

kimball noted
it has been remarked we are in the position of the israelites if so we have
got to come to the very bottom of the ladder and it behooves us to nourish

and strengthen the germ of faith that is in us we are aiming to rise to a

higher sphere and if we lose our light we are in a deplorable situation

god will help us if we try to help ourselves he has a battle axe prepared
for his people

523no3

1
I
v
WE vl523no3

1 1I

july 1886

her confidence in gods battle axe would continue to sustain her in the tradition of the
prophets kimball herself would often be the one to wield that weapon

the strategies

that kimball would develop and follow over the years to try to help the

israelites will be the focus of the following chapter

latter day
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chapter 3
president
our
due
honor

womens
issues of
ofwomens leadership

women as a rule have listened to the asserting voice
volce of men and have been led by
their precepts too long it has slowly dawned upon comans
womans understanding that
man as a ruler is weak in many respects very weak and unreliable remember we
love him still and she has been compelled for the good of the great family to
explore new paths leading to broader fields of helpfulness women will make
mistakes and profit by them all along the unbroken pathway but never so fatally
disastrous mistakes as men have made while holding exclusive power
S M kimball president UWSA
U W S A
SM
30 november 1891

the female relief society was organized as a mission of charity administering to
men as well as women but it began as a grass
roots movement of women as an
grassroots

organization it was financially independent from the body of the church for many years
and it was consistently devoted to the advancement of women

intellectually

balls
balis
bails
spiritually financially and socially Is there anything in kimbalps
Kimb
kimballs
airs leadership techniques
Kim alPs

which may be considered distinctly female

as scholars have hoped to

9
identify9
identify

in any

balls
bails
Kimb
case whether or not kimbalps
airs leadership and rhetorical practices were distinctly a
kimballs
Kim alPs
of

woman s way

her immediate concerns in public life were focused on issues

surrounding women and her strategies for attaining her goals were of significant effect
As stated in the introduction to this thesis my intent is not to define a whole

women

s

s
Kimb
rhetoric based on sarah kimbalps
alPs
airs
kimball techniques instead

1I

am examining the

ways in which this woman functioned as a leader and what strategies she employed to

influence her audiences and mobilize her followers

this chapter will identify significant

higbee 69
goals and causes that kimball advocated during her years as a

relief society and suffrage

leader and will examine her methods of leadership among women and men

earned authority in her
kimballs
balls words carried
the last chapter discussed ways that Kim
community beyond these issues of authority what characteristics made kimball an
leaders
effective leader9
leader she was an organizer who could identify a particular goal and then

mobilize followers towards that goal she was skillful at identifying her audience
building on commonalities of purpose to establish a relationship of trust and finding an

appropnate
appropriate tone and pitch to incite her listeners to correct action this chapter will look
at several

leadership
effective
including
delegation
Kim
of
strategies
balis
bails
balls
ofkimbalfs
organization
kimballs

balls
bails
balis
collaboration education vision and unity in particular the focus will be on Kimb
airs
kimbalfs
kimballs
Kim alFs

role as president of the fifteenth ward

relief society since that was the arena where she

her service in
would have the most extensive personal involvement over the 40 years of
other
that position

power
intelligibility inclusion and
wo
instead of trying to define a comans
womans
mans way of leadership

will instead look at

1I

susan
jarratt
a
a historian of both
framework
the
through
type
skills
Kim
of
balls
kimballs
rhetoric and feminism suggests when she quotes michel de certeaus definition of
it

history writing as intelligibility established through a relation with the other
2

jarratt

balls
balis
alFs
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs leadership throughout
this strikes me as a definition highly applicable to Kimb
Kimbails

her entire public career kimball would repeatedly emphasize that her work as a

woman as a suffragist as a christian was to benefit humankind

others both male and
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female by focusing where she saw the most need and where she was most qualified to
speak kimball was working for a more harmoniously balanced relationship between men
and women as equals

maureen beecher summarizes jill and brooklyn
patterns in the

LDS

power
institutional
sources

church

derrs study of organizational
berrs

outside the mormon hierarchy alternative aspects of

as pointing out the differences between formal and informal power

they assert that authority is conveyed through formal organizations such as

qu orums and auxiliaries like the
wards stakes priesthood quorums

relief society

and in this

formal structure the male priesthood administration carries the ultimate decision making

power

this means that the formal structure shows women placed under the direction of

their male leaders however there are also informal channels of power

informal structures on the other hand also function in organizations
stimulating facilitating or interrupting the formal system when it proves
inadequate to the need or counter to the best interests of the people it
serves it is in their use of informal methods the derrs
berrs demonstrate that

women have been most effective beecher 130
from those first meetings in
beecher uses the origins of the relief society springing hrom

sarah Kim
kimballs
balls parlor as illustrative of the informal undercurrent moving along with
the mainstream as women bring about their desired changes in the system

in recent studies of womens leadership sally helgesen studied the leadership

techniques of several female business executives in the female advantage

A

woman
womank
woman5s

way of leadership 1990 helgesen observed that these women excelled at running

higbee
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organizations that fostered creativity cooperation and intuitive decision making her
findings suggested that management in organizations run by women doesnt take the
traditional hierarchical pyramid shape but instead is structured like a web a web where
ing
the leader was located at the center of a central shared purpose reach
reaching
inc out not down

to those working with her

the strategy of the web concentrates power at the center by

drawing others closer and by creating communities where information sharing is
essential

in 1995 helgesen extended her discussion with the web of inclusion a call

for these innovative management strategies to be more widely employed instead of

rigid hierarchy helgesen argues
ofngid
perpetuating the traditional nineteenth century model of
for using this web approach to create a flexible inclusive and interconnected

management that values all members of the society makes use of individual talents and
characten
characteristics
ten spics
adapts easily to changing demands these are charac
character
stics that match speech
communications scholar catherine dobris

s

outline of possible qualities of a female

aesthetic which may de
deemphasize
emphasize competition and be antihierarchical and
are
such
inevitably
female
or
qualities
whether
not
antitheoretical
but
anti
antl
theoretical

it is still

valuable to study the rhetorics that have these less privileged characteristics
1I

would like to suggest that even during the nineteenth century while working out

of an organizational model sometimes considered the quintessential hierarchy the
priesthood structure sarah kimball was in fact a leader who applied these sort of web

of inclusion strategies in her organization the ideals of community building that she
fostered unity chanty common goals certainly echoed those ideals of inclusion
Kim
kimballs
balls work in politics social reform and religion not only focused on building a

higbee 72
mutual intelligibility through relationships but did so by promoting a system of

the relief society especially under

parliamentary process and utopian equality

and
adaptability
a
democracy
network
as
remarkable
functioned
of
direction
Kim
kimballs
balls

cooperation

to

see the

relief society in this light

it is necessary to disrupt the mistaken view

mormon
in
the
church exercising its priesthood
hierarchy
male
all
powerful
of an
power of ultimate authority while the women merely followed obediently along after
their example As organized by joseph smith in nauvoo

relief society leadership

closely resembled the priesthood quorums in organizational structure and in procedure
As derr cannon and beecher point out the

relief society presidency

like the men were

cs and quorum presidencies
bishoprick
cies bish
bishoprics
oprics
presidencies
presiden cies would be patterned
organized in stake presiden
bishopn
bishope

after the first presidency with a president and two counselors president smith taught
that the

relief society presidency

like the first presidency of the church

would be

elected to continue in office during good behavior or so long as they shall continue to
fill the office with dignity

derr etal 42

presiden cies begins to allow
this comparison of male and female presidencies

for a different

perspective on the organizational structure instead of viewing the relief society
qu orums we can rather view it as aparallel
organization as a pale imitation of priesthood quorums
parallel

quorum assigned to different focus in tasks ministration vs administration perhaps

working alongside of the mens organizational structure A simple deemphasis
re
reemphasis
emphasis in
language may help to illustrate this concept instead of viewing the relief society as

being organized under the male priesthood after the order of the priesthood

consider

higbee 73
it as an organization fashioned in the order

this second phrasing

church

estwood
esthood
priesthood
after the pattern of the
of the pn
an

is quite subtle in its redistribution

of power but it does

noted in the last chapter kimball
effectively demonstrate the shift in perspective As rioted

herself used both different phrases to describe the organizations on
origins
9 ins

although it is clear that nineteenth century mormon men and women didnt
always accept this parallel organization as a full partner in power there is certainly

enough evidence to suggest the possibility of such an inclination

outspoken politically kimball would continue to refer to the
flunder
under

estwood
hood
est
esthood
the direction of the pn
priesthood
an

3

even at her most

relief society as being

but while her own experience shows that she

estwood
she
esthood
highly respected the direction and authority of male pn
leaders
priesthood
considered
an

women equally as indispensable to men maureen beecher points out that joseph

smiths organization of the relief society was actually a fairly radical move in
nineteenth century america hlis
his sense of the place of women in the cosmic order
reinterpreted in some ways the traditional christian hierarchy

when the women in

nauvoo approached him with their plans for a sewing society he broke them away from
protestant
model of ladies auxiliaries and established what from the minutes extant
the
seems to have been a significant parallel to those priesthood quorums already in order for
men

88

kimball would repeatedly draw on those early sermons of joseph smith in

her leadership role and clearly considered the

relief society an instrument of divine

in fact J reuben clark
oark then a counselor in the first presidency of the church would say as much
dark
to newly called president belle spafford in 1945 telling her to administer relief society affairs
with
with the concept that the relief society is a companion organization to the priesthood derr
cannons
cannon& beecher 304

higbee 74
mormon
doctrines further
how
early
describes
liberation for women beecher
emancipated women to an uncommon degree

both the relief society and the promised temple blessings gave to
mormon women a prominence within their community not common in
nineteenth century america

women hearing themselves set thus by

the side of man had reason to question their traditional position beneath
his foot

beecher 88

kimball for one was adamant about the ultimate divine equality of the sexes she would
refer to the latter day gospel of equality before the law
scripture by proclaiming

see

letter

the interests of man and woman cannot be separated

man is not without the woman or the woman without the man in the
19

feb 1870

lets

1
1891
189 and echo

for the

lord RS minutes

take a closer look at how kimball advanced these claims by her

methods of functioning as a leader in her community

the leading sisters
maureen beecher examines the female hierarchy among the mormons
cormons in
nineteenth century salt lake by analyzing the makeup of the group identified as the
leading sisters of the time a group that functioned roughly parallel to the official male

priesthood hierarchy in 1884 biographer augusta joyce crocheron had published a book
women
as
she
women
identified
of sketches naming 20 wornen
representative
deseret
hornen
ofdeseret
of

beecher takes a close look at this group noting that the representative appellation
means not that these women were mainstream but that they were selected to represent the

higbee 75
mormons
cormons publicly there were in fact an elite not only ecclesiastically but socially
and politically

145

among the powerful core group of influential women beecher

identifies four significant commonalities familial relationship usually marriage to

general authorities of the church participation in plural marriage membership in the

nauvoo relief society and the shared experience of spiritual bonds formed under the
adverse and isolated conditions of the pioneer camp at winter quarters upon the saints
46
expulsion from nauvoo beecher 145
14546

significantly sarah kimball shares in only one of these commonalities that of

nauvoo
in
membership
society
her leadership was developed according to
relief
different criteria kimball had enjoyed some notable social status in nauvoo but when
the

relief society was organized

she was only 24 years old as well as married to a non

mormon and having recently refused the prophets teaching of plural marriage

she did

not hold a position of authority in any church organization until her call as fifteenth

ward relief society president in 1857 and her extensive involvement did not effectively
begin until after the reorganization of 1868 from there due to her innovative talent and

organizational skills she would increase in confidence and in stature in the community

she would continue to be involved intellectually and socially with the other leading
sisters especially joining prominently in the semimonthly
semi monthly ladies meeting of the

retrenchment societies by the time she was called to join the first general

relief society

presidency in 1880 kimball had long since established her reputation as an energetic and
president
she
elected
by
was
the
in
1890
the
leader
had
she
of
time
innovative
UWSA
oftheuwsa
wo
spent 20 years as an outspoken comans
womans
mans rights woman

she may have been an
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women
rule in many instances but by her own
to
the
representative
exception
front of women
n
industry she would establish herself as a driving force behind and out in hront
wome
bome
in utah

although kimball was much loved as a charitable caretaker a gifted
conversationalist and a delightful traveling companion

it was no personality contest

that made her popular as a leader rather imposing a figure kimball appears not to have
had the approachable charisma of women like the lyrical eliza snow or the personable

mormon
em
a
affectionately
by
dubbed
aunt
whole
of
emmeline wells
generation

wells with the greatest respect for her friend described kimball as among

women

other things

pun
puritanical
tanicala
tanical
ta
nical

a little cold

that some might construe as aggressive

and possessing a decidedly positive manner

there was no stronger minded woman in all

wells remembered she did not believe in half measures

israel than sister kimball

balls
balis
alFs
but wells also noted the personal characteristics that were key to Kimb
kimbalfs
airs
kimballs
Kimbails

success in leadership she was very progressive along all lines of intellectual growth and
educational attainments

she had largely developed executive ability to accumulate

property and to take care of it to the best advantage
a reformer along many lines

concludes

and she possessed

the attributes of

there was nothing common place about her wells

from the time that kimball was chosen to preside over her ward relief

society in 1857 wells asserted

she

has been from that time one of the most able presidents and

indefatigable workers in the cause throughout zion perhaps there was no
more judicious economizer of means yet withal liberal in bestowing to the
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needy and unfortunate than she has been

she

has been one of the

foremost in all progressive work of elevating uplifting and advancing
society and humanity

kimballjust
eulogizing kimball
just after her death in 1898 wells added

her loss will be deeply

in
and
felt by all her co
her words were always fraught
she
wise
was
counsel
coworkers
workers

with meaning her judgment on all subjects was excellent and she never failed to give a
word in due season and to sound the rising note

balls
balis
Kimb
alFs
kimbalfs
airs forceful words were always
kimballs
Kimbails

backed up with integrity and charitable good works her influence came from the way
she applied these talents to the benefit of
her community
other

shortly after being re
reappointed
appointed to lead the fifteenth ward relief society in 1868

kimball expressed her initial hesitation in taking up the reins of leadership it was a
hesitation she would overcome decidedly
pres kimball said it was her duty to instruct the society but that she had
never felt confidence enough in herself to say so before that it was her
counselors duty to strengthen and counsel with her said it was the duty
pres
&c
of the
of the committee to instruct them ac

that it was the duty of

all the members to be good and virtuous said the responsibilities

of those

holding offices were very great said she was highly gratified with the
members and all concerned with their society RS minutes 31 july
1868

kimball would naturally grow more confident over the years as her leadership skills
developed and she saw her responsibilities bear fruit now lets look more closely at how

higbee 78
she applied these skills and strategies organization delegation collaboration
in
the
responsibilities
public
especially
to
her
fifteenth
education vision and unity
unio

ward

a
as
she
would
indelible
leader
make
the
most
marks
where
society
relief

organization
susa young gates who was brigham youngs daughter writer of the
ambitiously titled history of women and a prominent utah leader in the early
1900s wrote that mrs sarah M kimball was essentially an organizer in the

beginnings of the

relief society in utah derr 30 kimball would guide the fifteenth

ward from a fledgling society to one widely considered to be a model of success one
reason she was so effective in this calling was that she was especially gifted at identifying
needs and developing efficient practical means for meeting those needs it was kimball
who drew up the organization chart duty of officers of relief society

a listing that

eliza snow would follow with a few minor modifications when charged by brigham

young to officially reestablish relief society organizations in wards throughout the
church after 1866

the central pattern that kimball

followed was a familiar one president two

counselors secretary and treasurer she also emphasized the importance of a self
contained quorum of teachers whose responsibility it was to visit each fam
familys
ilys home
once a month to inquire after the prosperity and happiness of the members

words of wisdom of consolation and peace

to speak

to know that the sick are properly taken

care of and if any are in need of assistance from the society

RS minutes may 1868 see
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et al 98
also derr etal

and additionally kimball included the offices of deacons

to

prepare the meeting rooms messengers to run any necessary errands and
App raizers and a commission merchant to
superintendents of work a board ofappraizers
of
appraizers
appraisers

meet the business needs of the society
changing
kimball was innovative and adept at adjusting organization to meet the ch
angino
angina
needs of its members she certainly must have remembered joseph smiths instructions
to the

nauvoo
in
society
where she had heard him encourage the women be
relief

guided by continuing inspiration to its presidency a living constitution

for example

the presidency could determine to what extent additional officers might be needed

president smith taught

if any officers are wanted to carry out the designs of the

&c are among us
institution let them be appointed and set apart as deacons teachers ac
to perform various
vanous necessary functions

65
derr et al 446 nn65

joseph smith also promised that endowments of knowledge and discernment
would be given to those whom god has appointed to honor whom god has placed at the
head to lead

derr et al 47

kimball would exercise those gifts of discernment in many

forms including an executive ability to lay out a course of action one such example is
bangham young had asked emmeline
bngham
her reaction to the grain movement in 1876 brigham

wells to lead utah women in a movement to create stores of wheat in case of a time of
famine wells responded by asking
study possible solutions

relief society leaders to

form ward committees to

at a general meeting of the central committees in salt lake

kimball would report on her actions and ask for some further direction

higbee 80
mrs SM
S M kimball said we have appointed a committee to visit in our
ward they report that the feelings of the people have been liberal and
good

all we want to know is what steps we are to take in order to push

the work forward

1I

feel that the

va
v5 99 no 13
WE v599

1

dec 1876

lord will bless us in our undertaking

formulated
nulated
nutated her own plan
evidently left to her own devices on what steps to take kimball fon
for building a ward granary and then presented her recommendations to her ward

priesthood leaders bishop robert burton and his counselors there were three options

melmes

meimes
as she spelled them out first Emm
Em
elines husband daniel H wells had offered to let
emmelmes
emmelines

them use space in his storage building second the

relief society could raise money

by

selling stock subscriptions to purchase the land behind their already existing store or
third kimball was willing to donate some of
her own land if the ward members would
other
help to construct a fireproof granary and stock it with 350 bushels of wheat
the plan they would eventually follow and the fifteenth ward

of the first two congregations

this last was

relief society became one

in the church to complete their storehouse As the

exponent reported the construction details

president sarah M kimball informs us that the fifteenth ward relief

society have recently completed a fireproof granary built of rock with tin
ed with concrete double door inside nicely
ck floor underplayed
underlayed
bnck
bn
anck
roof abn
underlay

furnished bin that may be subdivided as circumstances may require

the

dimensions of the building are twenty feet square holding capacity about

higbee
374 44
374.44
37444
total expenses 37444

one thousand bushels

6 69 no99
WE 669
nog
noa
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oct

1877
balls
bails
alFs
it was this sort of organized effort on Kimb
kimbalfs
airs part that impressed one member of the
kimballs
Kimbalis

bishopric to remark that he was always pleased with a plain statement of facts such as
had been presented by sister kimball

et al
derr etal
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it could also be that this episode

was the example of efficiency that emmeline wells had in mind when she described

kimball as being original and independent in her ideas and in public measures her plans
were well matured before she presented them and therefore the more convincing

delegation
kimball was notable for her habits of delegation she was continually encouraging
and training other women to also fill leadership roles encouraging and training leadership

skills and responsibilities in others

As her biographer derr points out kimball being

her own important abilities
convinced that every woman should have a sense of
other

delegated significant responsibilities to the fifteenth ward sisters and did not intrude
upon such assignments

and such efficient administration in ward matters left her more

free to fill her additional responsibilities in church and politics

derr 33

often absent from salt lake traveling on assignments with the general

kimball was

relief society

tage
suffrage
hage conventions or traveling for personal reasons there was
presidency attending suff
at least one period when her extended absence lasted almost a year from 1874 to 75

which she spent in california visiting her brother there and recuperating after a bout of

higbee 82
poor health but during these absences she trusted the work of relief society to the
officers she left behind

one such example

is elizabeth duncanson who served as president

of the

quorum
for almost as many years as kimball headed the ward
fifteenth ward teachers
society her committee functioning essentially autonomously the committee met

separately and kept separate minutes of their meetings though kimball sometimes
attended as a guest on more than one occasion over the years kimball would make it a
canson had been elected and set apart by
point to proudly observe that in 1857 Duri
durl
duncanson

blessing and ordination to the office of president noting that she was thus the first in
this dispensation to occupy such position

RS minutes

1I

jan 1873

kimball also used her ingenuity and expansive conception of womens abilities
to create opportunities for them

derr etal

102 to expand their sphere

of usefulness

she was always urging more involvement from the sisters in the ward and was often
anxious to get more sisters to attend the meetings in the socie
societys
tys organizational chart
with duties of the

relief society officers kimball included a responsibility for all the

members of the society under the title duty of all

it is the duty of all to uphold the

pros and officers to sustain the reputation of the society and to hold each others
pres

characters sacred to be just and truthful in all their saying and doing

to do all in their

power to promote happiness at home and to use every laudable means to extend the
influence of the society

obviously even the rank and file members were expected to

do their fair share in the work kimball was serious about the importance of filling

higbee
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responsibility too she would testify that if we did not do our duty the lord would
scourge us individually and as a people until we did

RS minutes 16

oct 1884

in later years kimball would further extend the responsibilities of the

relief

society members by asking women who were not presiding officers to take their turn at
conducting the weekly meetings

at one such fifteenth ward meeting in

1884 kimball

would try to encourage one of the women who was evidently finding this public duty

rather painful

S M kimball felt sorry to see A mcalister so embarrassed hoped she
SM

would be over her embarrassment soon and realize the position to which she had been
called

RS minutes 30 oct 1884

adjusted to this new opportunity

by the next month the women appear to have

aj

S M kimball was proud to see H foster &j
& J parker
SM

fill their place with such dignity thought it was a good experience for the sisters to

preside at these meetings

12

nov 1884

over the years virtually every member of

relief society attending the weekly meetings would be called upon to lead a discussion
teach testify sing or pray

collaboration
kimball frequently and emphatically stated that her concerns were for all of

our cause

humankind both male and female

humanitys
is human
itys cause and it is to bless our

brethren as well as our sister woman that we aspire she should write to a fellow
suffrage worker in 1891 see letter

when she was elected president of the utah

woman suffrage association in 1890 her first official statement included an invitation
for men to join the cause as well

believing that the best results follow the deliberations

higbee 84

of men and women we favor the admission of men as members of the association
18
18139 no
no18

15

WE

feb 1890

ed this idea through her working relationships with the men who worked
carried
she cam

alongside her over the years for example her relationship with bishop robert T
for
many
was
one
years
the
regard
and
mutual
fifteenth
ward
of
burton who oversaw
oversad

high respect and she would often allude to their harmonious collaboration historians
observe that kimball and burton shared a compassion for all humanity

and each

valued in each other that certain independence of spirit which combined a willing

cooperation with inspired ingenuity

derr etal

in 1876 after eight years of close

101

work together in the ward kimball would observe that between them as long as they
had labored there had not been the least jar and that brother burton had always spoken in

the most fatherly manner

RS minutes 6 jan 1876

kimbalps
balls
bails
alPs
at Kimb
kimballs
airs funeral in 1898
Kimbalis

her magnificent capabilities her
her many virtues and of
burton would speak warmly of
other
other

motherly attention to all who needed assistance whether of the household of faith or not
and of the great blessing she had been to all in the ward

WE 2778 no 14 15 dec

1898

kimball recognized that a united effort between the sexes was central to benefit
all

of the human family at an 1877 relief society conference in farmington utah a

meeting where also some of the brethren met with us the account notes kimball

doesnt hesitate to admit the collaboration
mrs SM kimball spoke of the interest of sister snow in trying to diffuse
the spirit of home industry among the people said it was necessary the

higbee
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sisters be united in their efforts but yet the women cannot accomplish

much unless they have the hand of encouragement reached out to them by
va
noa
v6 29 no4
no 4 15 july 1877
the brethren WE v629
ing
she would advise women to call upon their male counterparts for help in accomplishing
accomplish
inc

their goals as necessary

but she was also mindful that the burdens should be

distributed as evenly as possible in her annual message as ward

relief society

president in 1873 kimball referred to the redistribution of responsibility that had come
about after the society was reorganized in the ward five years earlier

since our

formerly
nerly did put upon the
reorganization the authorities of the ward have not as they fon

society the entire burden of providing for the poor but they have allowed us to be what
we think we should be coworkers with them in this labor of love and duty
1I

RS minutes

jan 1873

education
undoubtedly shaped by her early experience in spiritual inquiry kimball held a
lifelong commitment to women s education late in life she would remind her
1I

relief

society audience with pride that she had been a student at the school of the prophets in

nauvoo she also was committed to expanding womens opportunities to learn
leam from
practical experience which is why she lobbied for an expanded womens sphere her

commitment to womens education and activism were lifelong

all through her career

she urged the inclusion of substantive courses of study in her ward

relief society

delivered strong addresses expounding doctrine and spoke in tongues

richards 784

higbee 86
even before she took up the Suff
tage
suffrage
hage cause for instance she was encouraging
substantive courses of study for women both spiritual and secular knowledge during

semi monthly meetings in the 1870s kimball repeated lectured on physiology
ladies semimonthly
and set up classes for not only

relief society women but the younger girls as well she

encouraged substantive topics for discussion in fifteenth ward meetings on topics such
as the atonement

faith the holy ghost and other significant church doctrines it was

one of
her first great causes in the first month after the
other

relief society was reorganized

in

her ward kimball introduced what would become one of the principal features of the

fifteenth ward meetings sr kimball made some few remarks upon education she
v wished
dished
ished

reading to be introduced in the society her taste was literature something that

would
ould
ouid

hrom
from different works what would be
to
the
asked
select
mind
the
sisters
improve

edifying
edif
ying and instructive
ving

RS minutes

8

feb 1868

politically and civically she always

leam their rights then use them her first suggestion as president
encouraged women to learn
U W S A for example was that each woman should read through the associations
of the UWSA

constitution six times and take up the study of municipal government since these steps
ouid
ould lead to our advancement and the enlarging
would
15

of our capacities

18 125 no 16
WE 18125

jan 1890

kimball wanted women to have unlimited opportunities for practical experience
and actively pursued avenues for those opportunities one good example is the quick

construction of the fifteenth ward relief society hall in the late 1860s most

relief

societies were meeting weekly in the homes of individual members or in ward
et al 99
schoolhouses or meeting houses derr etal

president kimball had other ideas and

higbee 87
immediately set about planning and constructing a permanent home for their labors a
two story building with the ground floor housing a store devoted to commerce and

trade

and the upper floor dedicated to worship to art and to science

nov 1868

RS minutes 12

in the summer of 1868 her relief society purchased a lot from a mr

barlow though he had kindly offered to donate the land
accepted his good will but they preferred paying for it

the committee gratefully
RS minutes 16 july 1868

by

november they were ready to hold a formal cornerstone laying ceremony and bby
bvv the next

april the building was open for use
kimball herself hired the contractors oversaw
oversad the construction and was
justifiably proud of the efforts of the women in rasing the storehouse she was also
mindful of giving credit where credit was due brigham young was in attendance at the

fifteenth ward relief society meeting where kimball gave her annual report and she
fy a misunderstanding that had arisen about the manner in which the
clanfy
was quick to clan
cian
claffy

ward granary had come about

in relation to the storehouse being erected the echo has

reached our ears that the society wished the brethren to do the work and for them to have
kno where the sound originated but we wish to inform all
the credit of it we do not know

present that it is entirely a mistake

RS minutes 4

feb 1869

being personally familiar with the hardships facing professional women kimball
encouraged women to take their places in the

relief society store saying she was

pleased to see ladies behind the counter and hoped they would prove able and competent
to conduct mercantile affairs

and she encouraged preparation for work in other

professional areas urging women to cultivate their minds and talents preparing

higbee 88
themselves for any place they might be called upon to fill

RS minutes 23 april 1868

it wasnt just practical applied knowledge she would have cultivated either for
example in 1879 she would write to church president john taylor about attending to the

particular needs of her ward members

this year

1I

am happy in believing that the needy poor in our city are

supplied with a reasonable abundance of fuel food and raiment

but

there are other hungers besides that for food and the question is shall we
take cognisance to these other legitimate hungers and try to supply the

requisite nutriment that we may have joy in witnessing the best
developments of our home

9
talents9
talents

she was referring to a young woman who had unselfishly shared her musical talents with
church members and who hungered for musical advantages

kimball was seeking a

way to finance this girls study of music derr 35

vision
kimball was a leader concerned about the present and the future she repeatedly
prayed for and predicted future opportunities for women in 1881
188 acting in her capacity
1

as general secretary kimball prepared a memorial box a sort of time capsule

containing letters and photographs to be opened by the relief society in 1930 as part of
L D S church in april of 1930 in the
the centennial celebration of the founding of the LDS

presence of church president heber J grant

president
society
relief
louise Y robison

jubilee
and other church officials and several of
own
Kim
the
descendants
box was
ofkimbalfs
bails
balis
balls
kimballs

higbee 89
ceremoniously opened kimball had included a brief note addressed to her future
counterpart the prospective relief society general secretary of 1930

hon secretary this

the note read

is dedicated to you with the fond hope and firm

belief you are enjoying many advantages and blessings that were not
enjoyed by your predecessors may god abundantly bless you and your
labors

history
Hi
story
stoly 43

her message was always one of hope for the future she would repeatedly encourage the
her ward to participate in relief society and was concerned about the
younger women of
other
as
children
well
and
welfare
social
the
educational
tual
tuai
spiritual
of
spin

unity
building on a message she had heard joseph smith preach to the women in

nauvoo kimball always encouraged unity of purpose among her followers A woman
a neighboring ward in

salt lake is reported to have asked the reason behind the fifteenth

wards success kimball replied she thought it was because
and had kept in motion that which we received

relief society
a

s

in

we had acted in unison

derr etal 99

commemorating the

1868
a
message
to
ward
members
kimball wrote it is
in
in
anniversary

we
that
and
are united therein probably lies the
old
strength
union
trite
is
saying

secret of our success we strive to do what will be approved of by god as well as to

ment
merit the approbation of the just and good

RS minutes 19 march 1868

that unity

was not just some vague feeling of goodwill either but was grounded in practical shared

exponence as kimball would teach it unites us to be drawn together
expenence

in withstanding

higbee 90
the trials and cares of each other and as a result she was much in favor of cooperative

labor that in learning to help ourselves we also aid our neighbors

RS minutes

11

1I 1I

june

1874

this

balls
bails
balis
attitude naturally extended to all fields of labor Kimb
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs extensive vision
Kim alFs

ofmormonism
necessarily included those outside the borders of
mormonism as well she believed in
chanty that reached far and wide

RS minutes

1I

oct 1874

at the biannual relief

society general conference in 1893 kimball spoke about a community building
experience shed had recently

there were many things that made us feel akin and reach out to all the
wornan referred specially to
brotherhood of man and the sisterhood of woman
the meeting of the

womans
comans congress held on sunday in the art palace in

one of the great halls when sixteen ordained women ministers sat upon
the platform representing thirteen denominations one was clad in the

sacerdotal robes of the episcopal church it was a beautiful sight to see
these grand women thus assembled

jan 94

22 78 no 10 15 dec 931
WE 2278

r

kimball once commented to her relief society sisters that the
rhe liberal shall be blessed
13

march 1881
188
1

we can imagine that Kim
balls liberality included not only intellectual
kimballs

open mindedness and political concerns but spiritual and humanitarian concerns as well
it was that kind

of far flung appreciation of the good and the just that helped kimball to

build a society where power was not tied up in competitiveness but in cooperation

president of an organization and different officers in the church could work alone

the

higbee

91

kimball admitted but there was a very simple reason they did not alone a single officer
could not have the faith of two or three

RS minutes 17

feb

1881

honor due our president
falling health
kimball resigned her presidency of the UWSA in 1894 due to her failing
she was 76 years old

not content to become merely a figurehead she would withdraw

rather than give only a partial effort but the women of utah wouldnt let her go without
a fight they kept her name and influence with the society by electing kimball honorary

president for life

at the associations annual conference that year emmeline wells

the

newly elected president proposed a resolution that because of mrs Kim
kimballs
balls faithful
and diligent labors in the interest of the association she should be made honorary

president for life which was carried by the entire assembly
1894

15
12
WE 23221
no
dec
2322
1

her energies to
despite her declining health kimball would devote the rest of
other

general
in
ward
affairs
and
continuing
her
society
board callings until her death
relief
in 1898

over the years with all her expansive confidence and vigor kimball also showed
very
ery human signs of discouragement and frustration during one fifteenth ward meeting

kimball admitted her duties were wearing her down

sister kimball said there was a great deal to talk about and a great deal to
do said she felt like there was something for her to go through with felt

like she would come out all right

said she was not well in body felt

like giving way and letting some one else go ahead for a while

Sj poke
spoke

higbee 92

god
would bless her
and
that
prayed
depressed
being
herself
of
minutes

1I

RS

oct 1874

but even that admission of weakness created an opportunity for a bonding experience of
increased unity and faith when at the end of the meeting

the sisters all laid hands on

sister kimball and sister jones blessed her

when dr

pratt
nominated kimball as
romania

UWSA

president in 1890

charactefistic
kimball was not anxious to take on the job but when elected she showed a characteristic

willingness to approach the task with energy and focus

she felt rather reluctant to accept

the position to which she had been elected but intended to take hold of the work with

some system

16 15 jan 1890
WE 18125 no
no16

her intentions and her systems

were part of what made kimball an effective leader she knew that position gave

eminence and eminence power and power is mighty

RS minutes 21 march 1889 but

that the greatest power was possible only with divine direction which spiritual power
was available to anyone who sought it as she taught in

relief society

said that all the gifts of the gospel should be enjoyed by the sisters in this
meeting said that organization was not only to look to the wants of the

poor but to save souls said that they who would be the greatest of all
should be least of all and that if we wanted the spirit of god in our

positions that we should seek for it in a proper manner and honor our
positions

RS minutes 27 jan 1881

that the women she worked with honored kimball
testaments to her constant and efficient work

is evident from their many recorded

791h
79th
in honor of
her
birthday the
other

higbee 93
fifteenth ward relief society planned a special gift and tribute to her which included a
poem written by her counselor rebecca brown and addressed to dear sister kimball

notable for the sentiment if not the verse the lines reflect the fellowship and respect
Kim
balls leadership provided as a modem day deborah
kimballs

the council and the committee meet together
regardless of what might be the weather

we talked matters over and deemed it wise
nise
fise
to give you just a little surp
surprise

we were not bound on furtive mischief bent
wishing only to give honor due our president

we now beg pardon if we have given offense

and we are all quite ready to make recompense

in our eyes there is no one who can better grace

or in our hearts usurp your place
and ours are

so full of love for thee

we must give vent to our feelings

thus

in some degree

far the story of thy life is told

and the fruits thereof will bring thee a hundred fold

higbee 94

we wish thee many happy returns of the day
may flowers in profusion strew thy pathway

the little token we present to you
Is given by sisters who are tried and true

and the accompanying wish is more of a prayer

that thy guardian angel may have special care

and a new lease of life unto thee be given
from the courts on high by our father in heaven

to thy wise council weve listened
that thou art indeed

and we know full well

a mother in israel

higbee 95

chapter 4
r
arvi
A
tx
cwi
rvi
weapons of warfare rhetoric of agitation
larnin isnt religion and
what insist upon my brethren and sisters is this lamin
eddi cation dont give a man the power of the spirit it is grace and gifts that
eddication
peter
was a fisherman do you
furnish the real live coals from off the altar st
9
college9
think he ever went to yale collegen
college no no beloved brethren and sisters when
ofjencho
Je ficho he didnt take a brass trumpet
the lord wanted to blow down the walls of
jencho
horn no such thing he took a rams horn a plain natural
or a polished french hom
rams horn just as it grew and so when he wants to blow down the walls of the
jencho my beloved brethren and sisters he dont take one of your
spiritual jericho
smooth polite college larrit gentlemen but a plain natural rams hom sort of man
1I

like me
davv
17771834
lorenzo dovv
do 1777
777 1834
7771834

methodist revivalist
95
qtd
hirst
in
itd

during the nineteenth century social activists frequently used the pulpit to reach
the public sermonic oratory was considered among the greatest agents of social change
in 1861 clergyman and educator austin phelps observed that the orthodox preacher
hjch in its practical relations is correlative
preaches a system of truth hach
which

with all forms of human life and with history through all time its genius
is that

of practical agitation and change it

is transforming it is

corneth to send a sword on earth its
subversive it is revolutionary it cometh

destiny is to overturn
overtu and overturn and overturn

hirst 88

description
certainly this descn
desan
eption
ption can be applied to what we have already seen of the prophetic
hights
nights orators kimball in championing
wo
rights
womans
mans fights
rhetoric in the exhortations of the comans

social change argued for education and agitation as tools of her trade insisting that if
you can get the people to talk upon a subject if you can get them to agitate the subject

higbee 96
agitation produces reform

semm
in a broader sense of the term sermonic
serm omc we have already

discussed richard weavers theory that all language serves the purpose of confronting
people with moral choices whether for good or ill and that kimball was well aware of
the words power for the right or wrong use of which its wielders are accountable and

desired to use that power to harmonize with the greatest good to needy mortals in lifes
2 73 no 10 15 oct 1873
WE 273

darkened pathway

balls
bails
alFs
airs religiously devout and burningly activist rhetoric fit in this
kimbalfs
how does Kimb
kimballs
Kimbalis

context of
ofsermonic
sermonic

9
oratory
oratory9

this chapter will examine the language of agitation

and

the rhetorical strategies that kimball used to incite her audiences to action socially and

spiritually

1I

will examine her style diction and delivery her methods of engaging her

audience and committing them to action from large public settings to the more intimate

gatherings of ward

exhorter
relief society meetings kimball frequented the role of
ofexhorter

harrowing up her fellow saints to new levels of commitment

blowing down jericho

austin

phelps is representative

protestant
school of conservative homiletic
of the

preaching phelps was a professor of sacred oratory at the andover theological

seminary in massachusetts from 1848 to 1879 and wrote widely on subjects such as the

theory of preaching Phelp
phelphs
phelpss
ss major theory a widespread view in mainstream
ministerial education was that pulpit oratory was or should be

the most profound agent

of personal and social change by way of its focus on individual
spintualmoralintellectual development which was the basis for broader political
spintualmoralmtellectual

higbee 97
change

hirst 89

here kimball would certainly agree with him since her devout

christianity underscored every cause true science and true religion walk hand in hand
she would teach WE

1

106 no 14 15

dec 1872

and would note that she had studied
nog
noa
WE
25
43
no 6
VE 2543 no6

political matters all her life and that they were a part of her religion
15

sept 1896

she would also appear to match Phelp
phelphs
phelpss
ss views
view on the centrality of

the
on
basis of shared values and beliefs emphasis on audience analysis and
persuasion
on adjusting rhetorical appeals to the condition of the audience

the art of making

powerful rational appeals based on biblical truth and the necessity of controlling
emotion in pulpit oratory

hirst 84

however there was one central matter in which kimball would markedly disagree
with more conservative homiletics phelphs
Phelp
ofsermonic
phelpss
ss theory of
sermonic
sermonic discourse advised a

temporary toleration of evil for the betterment of the community while preaching
individual improvement would affect the gradual change of society organically not
suddenly disruptively violently

in this way his approved method of overturning

social wrongs differed noticeably from that of
ofimmediatists
immediatists

hirst 88

phelps would

likely have considered kimball an immediatist in her activism

mormonism itself particularly as kimball knew it was a radical religious and
social movement that in effect sent a sword on earth among its followers by
lovertuming established religious tradition in its restoration of the church of christ
overturning

her religion from
kimball having taken part in all of the spiritual and social upheaval of
other

mormonisms
sms boldness and vigor which would lead her
its earliest days was shaped by Mormoni
to write of the latter day gospel of equality before the law

see

letter

1891
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phelphs
phelpss
ss assertion that the preacher should be a highly
rather than agreeing with Phelp
trained speaker learned in classical theory literature and liberal arts kimball was more

dow4
likely to have agreed with the view expressed by the methodist revivalist lorenzo dowa
dow
in the early part

of the century that the lord could take a plain natural rams horn of a

jericho
speaker to blow down the walls of the spiritual jencho

As the daughter and

granddaughter of methodist preachers kimball would almost certainly have been
familiar with

dows sermons and while she would likely have appreciated dows

populist sentiment she would also argue that education was an important part of learning
to express oneself even by the power of the spirit kimball encouraged thoughtful
hrom
from women who didnt usually take the opportunity to voice
volce their
especially
expression
views
lews

in public

to the women of the fifteenth ward

kimball offered the counsel that

they could comfort each other when you are called upon to speak

rise and speak not

make any apology god do not require any thing more of us than what is in us

minutes

5

RS

sept 1878

jencho
cho kimball was not likely to give way to an
but even in blowing down jen
over
emotional pulpit banging either As she expounded on the difference between the
overemotional

quality of faith compared to an excited religious fervor

faith was an attribute of the deity it was also an attribute of man the
highest attribute by which earthly things were linked with those above it
was indeed the most elevated attribute mortals could possess it should be

born in ohio in 1814 four years older than sarah kimball was
eliza R snow s younger brother bom
named after the methodist preacher dow beecher 32 lorenzo snow would go on to become
L D S church in 1898
the fifth president of the LDS

higbee 99
cultivated and the way to cultivate it was to think to read to reason and

the

to pray

difference between faith and excitement was manifested

by the workings of the true spirit of the lord and that of magnetism as
shown by the power a strong methodist revivalist could have over a

congregation

WE 1.138
1138 no 18 15 feb 1873

mormon
and
both
life
the
oratorical
to
methodist
traditions
of
early
exposed
kimball
in
preachers would by thinking reading reason and prayer develop her own powerful
volce
voice as a communicator and reformer

education and agitation
As newly elected president of the utah

WSA kimball emphatically

pronounced that in the social advancement of women

education and agitation are our

18 139 no 18 15 feb 1890
WE 18139
best weapons of warfare vyt

when she recalled how

she had been stirred by the early writings of susan B anthony and elizabeth cady

stanton kimball said one of the things that impressed her was the idea that if you can
get people to talk upon this subject if you can get them to agitate the subject agitation

produces reform now this is going to be a reformation and we are going to do all we can
to produce this reformation and we are going to labor in our own way
I
1 1

oct

1895

lets

noa
WE 2461 nog
no9

take a closer look at how kimball labored in her own way

through her rhetorical strategies and personal tendencies in speech

emmeline wells who was Kim
kimballs
balls chief contemporary memorialist
characterized her thus

As a public speaker she was concise and to the point never made

higbee 100
speeches but said what she felt forcibly and always with effect it was invariably
long speeches5
5

something to remember

14 15 dec 1898
WE 2777 no
no14

wells further remembered

she was a very good public speaker concise in language and expression
used as few words as possible to convey her meaning and invariably

volce was rather incisive but she could be
handled her subjects well her voice
heard well and understood where a more fluent speaker might be

misunderstood

she was a woman one liked to talk with even if one

could not always coincide with her views and one was pretty sure to learn

something by conversation with her even if one was worsted in an
argument she was certainly well worth listening to and excellent in
debate

wells LDS women

there was no stronger minded woman

2

in all israel than

sister kimball wells wrote

alFs
though she was strong minded Kimb
kimbalfs
airss debating style was likely one not so much
kimball

pugilistic as more to the purpose a free and open exchange of thought once when
expressing a wish that more of the young women would attend meetings of the mutual

association kimball remarked that wish was because she believed mutual improvement
comes through change of thought

at

one

WSA

WE 1671
167
1

nog
noa
no9

1 1I

oct 1887

meeting emily richards one of the leading mormon suffragists

of the second generation expressed a wish that drew spontaneous applause from the
five years to labor lii
in
twentyfive
audience she hoped president kimball would be preserved twenty
ill
lil

in this respect kimball probably could have gained mark kwains
twains appreciation he was quite
sure that few sinners are saved after the first twenty minutes of a sermon itd
qtd in wills 171

higbee
the cause for she had the courage to say what she thought
1892

WE 20159
20 159 no20
no 20

may

kimball would later compare herself to heber C kimball in that he always

spoke on the subject most on his mind when addressing a meeting
she was like him
11

I

1 1

1011
10

25 22 no3
WE 2522

noa
no 3

1 1I

aug

1896

and in this respect

whereupon she spoke on the subject

uppermost
11uppermost on her mind that day which was genealogy

she was also always aware of

both time place and audience when making her remarks in one ladies semimonthly
semi monthly

meetings she said the thought that the time was precious and recalled that president

brigham young said he always felt a timidity in arising to his feet to speak he thought
why this was so was that he saw a gleam of the deity in the eye of each one before him

she rarely underestimated her audience

but its clear that while she encouraged considered views and expression of them
she never considered herself a polished elocutionist to kimball content and

purposiveness took precedence over form every time she was more comfortable with
spoken face to face communication than with pen and paper on her 1883 trip back east
through nauvoo and kirtland to visit her childhood home in new york kimball she
wrote back to utah what appeared as an editorial note in the exponent

mrs sarah M

kimball writes from belle river st clair county michigan that she is well and finds
much of interest there but she can better tell it after she returns home than write it
12 20 no 13
1220

1

july 1883

WE

tage association
suffrage
hage
at a meeting of the american fork Suff

president
as
torlai
kimball remarked that she was a suffragist but not a
territorial
visiting te
lecturer

20 87 no 10
WE 2087

1I

dec

1891

still she took great care in choosing the right

words for her remarks as we will see in the following examples

higbee 102
presnell
in studying the differences
researcher
michael
speech communications
between male and female narrative styles has developed a theory that distinguishes
orality and literacy to ground an understanding of the
between characteristics of
oforahty
male female differences qualities associated with literate
traditionally categorized malefemale

discourse include linearity context independence and abstraction while oral discourse is
situationality
characterized by episodes situational
ity and a high context message system

presnell

posits that much of womens communication follows the oral model and warns
warris that

if a

literate model is adopted to study womens oral traditions distinctive characteristics of

womens communication could be systematically overlooked

130

what is important

balls
balis
alFs
to this discussion on Kimb
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs communication is not that the characteristics
Kimbails

orality
of
oforality
of

are traditionally female as kimball would show characteristics of both the oral and

presnells
Pre snells distinctions
literate models of discourse in different circumstances however presnelfs
are useful in outlining the different techniques kimball applied in her public discourse

the selections this chapter discusses

her agitation rhetoric
rheto nc

are decidedly in the oral

style though they take different forms extemporaneous speech prepared political rally
and wn
aten
tten editorial debate
wntten
watten

we unqualifiedly protest january

13 1870

years later emmeline wells would recall one or two of
Kim
articles
that
bails
balis
balls
ofkimballs
kimballs
made quite a sensation at the time upon subjects with which women are now quite

conversant

2

As a pioneer in the suffrage movement kimball was often called upon

to take the lead in addressing what she herself referred to as sensational subjects

one

higbee 103
great
I agnation
ening
gnation Me
efing organized to protest
was
the
indignation
ind
meeting
particularly interesting occasion
1

the cullom antipolygamy
anti polygamy bill that had just passed in the congressional house of

representatives the idea for the mass protest had originated in the fifteenth ward
society hall the week earlier setting the tone for the meeting kimball told the assembly
they would be unworthy of the names we bear and of the blood in our veins should we
longer remain silent

and that if the proposed bill passed it would make menial serfs

of mormon men in which case she posited and if they make serfs of them what do
usg
they make of us

derr

eliza snow implied an official sanction from church

1
Ilio
10
al
110
et
etal
ilo

leadership when she spoke of president brigham young saying women should take a
wide sphere of action in the world

the mass protest held on january
old tabernacle

reported

13 1870

drew more than 5000 women to the

notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather as the deseret news

the handful of men present were invited members of the press including a

correspondent from the new york herald

at

snow
R
the motion of
sarah M
eilza
ellza
eliza
ofeliza
ofelita

kimball was elected president of the assembly and rose to address the crowd and lead off
the speeches there would be 13 with these remarks

we are to speak

government
verment and institutions under which we
in relation to the go

live she would ask have we transgressed any law of the united states9
states
11no
no

from the audience

from place to place and

loud

to day9
daya
then why are we here today
day we have been driven
9
wherefore9
wherefores
wherefore

simply for believing and practicing the

counsels of god as contained in the gospel of heaven

the object of this meeting

congress
a
the
before
now
the
bill
to
consider
of
of the united states
justice
is
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we are not here to advocate womans
rights
nghts the bill in question
comans rights but mans nights
would not only deprive our fathers husbands and brothers of enjoying the
privileges bequeathed to citizens of the united states but it would deprive us as
women of the privilege of selecting our husbands and against this we

unqualifiedly protest tullidge 380

balls argument shows her mastery of the
kimballs
in this unique rhetorical situation Kim
appropriate discourse she obviously knows her audience well and purposefully includes
them in the conversation by inviting their verbal response working towards agitation
she appeals not only the political ramifications of the proposed bill but more

importantly she raises the religious conscience of the group by reminding them that the
lifestyle being threatened is one of obedience to the counsel of their god

significantly kimball notes that she is advocating not womans
comans rights but mans
rights

she chooses not to further complicate the issue with the problem of female

suffrage at this point she does however note that while a congressional bill could

deprive the men of their constitutional privileges the women would be deprived of an
ght
even more basic n
nght
ight
aht that of choosing their own husbands

her outspokenness on this

issue is all the more significant considering the fact that kimball herself was never
she
knew
how
to
involved in a polygamous mamage
choose her fights
but
marriage
damage

in this

case it is rather like abraham lincoln not mentioning slavery during the gettysburg

address by carefully avoiding a larger more problematic issue the speech meets is
particular purpose without alienating its audience
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the

new york herald reporters take on the meeting was that in logic and in

rhetoric the so called degraded ladies of
ofmormondom
comans
mormondom are quite equal to the womans
nights
rights women of the east

and other complimentary press coverage also favorably

tage
suffrage
compared the women with national suff
hage orators
comparing the

commerce
journal
the
of

LDS women to national suffrage orators

said that in respect of good

temper and the absence of bitter personal allusions the tabernacle gathering will
1
I
11
carry
the
victory
palm
certainly
off
of
derr etal 111
ili
iii

that meeting was the first of

many such indignation meetings that would be held throughout the territory over the next
few months so while mormon women were not yet raising a public outcry over their

right to vote they had still taken the opportunity of publicly defending their right to

practice polygamy

just a month after this mass indignation meeting utah women were granted full
mormon
al
territorial
suffrage by the ter
legislature
largely
men with the
comprised
riton
of
ferriton
territon
approval of the acting non mormon governor SA mann kimball would publicly

rejoice in this newfound privilege of suffrage but

its safe to say that she was

disappointed in the turnout of women at the first election they were eligible for election
day was february 14 1870 and only 25 women about one percent of the total

electorate would exercise their vote derr etal 113

still kimball recognized that the

tide had turned and within a few days after the election she would begin to speak out

publicly on womens issues with a new boldness

higbee 106
A

womans
comans rights woman februat3191870
februarys 79 1570
1870
7570
great
few
the
before
indignation meeting
A
months

another movement had

begun that proved of great importance to mormon women over the next two decades

brigham young had asked mary isabella home to lead a retrenchment movement by
encouraging women to simplify elaborate meal preparation and home decoration home
requested a meeting with president young for clarification on the assignment but that
single meeting appears to have been his total official involvement in the setting up of a
group that would become the ladies semimonthly
semi monthly meeting which brought together the

leading sisters of salt lake to discuss agendas that expanded far beyond the initial
goals of the retrenchment movement

beecher 144

this group elected their own

president sister home and six counselors and significantly they became the only
continuous gathering of women which crossed ward and stake lines was not accountable
to local priesthood authority

and brought these influential women together in a

network which was capable of unhindered activity

beecher 144 due to geographical or

political boundaries

the fifteenth ward record

includes the minutes from the second meeting of the

cooperative
ladies co
operative retrenchment society on february

19 1870

with eliza snows

introduction that it is our duty to perform all that comes within the province of woman
they reported on retrenchment plans underway in their respective wards

then snow

arose again and said that to encourage the sisters on in good works she would read an

account of our indignation meeting as it appeared in the sacramento union

it was
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after that report was read that kimball took the floor with her extemporaneous declaration

of feminism
mrs sarah M kimbail
kimball said she had waited patiently a long time and now
that we were granted the right of suffrage she would openly declare

herself a womans
comans rights woman and called upon those who would do so
to back her up whereupon many manifested their approval she said her
hrom
life
from
had
different
been
that
in
experience

of many she had moved in

all grades of society had been both rich
nch and poor had always seen much

good and intelligence in woman

the interests of man and woman cannot

be separated for the man is not without the woman nor the woman

without the man in the lord she spoke of the foolish custom which
deprived the mother of having control over her sons at a certain age said
she saw the fore
foreshadowing
shadowing of a brighter day in this respect in the future

she said she had entertained ideas that appeared wild which she thought
would yet be considered womans
comans rights spoke of the remarks made by

brother rockwood lately that women would have as much prejudice to
overcome in occupying certain positions as men would in granting them
and concluded by declaring that woman was the helpmate of man in every

department of life

6

probably AP
A P rockwood a member of the territorial legislature whom kimball worked with in
1
jan 1880
8
15
117
WE
his
death
political causes and eulogized after
8117 no

08
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her timing is impeccable now justified by legislation and the apparent approval of
religious leaders kimball publicly rejoices in declaring herself a womans
comans rights
woman

again she encourages verbal participation from her audience

a technique

which prompts immediate action and both creates and acknowledges a community of
like minded activists in an especially tantalizing moment in this passage kimball

predicts further rights for women in the future though were left to wonder about the
particulars while noting that there were still prejudices for both sexes to overcome

it is significant that kimball felt confident enough to speak so freely at this
meeting when she had trod so carefully in the past

the setting among a group of like

minded women was conducive to her liberated exultation

though not all the women

in attendance agreed wholly with kimball margaret smoot for instance noted that she

had never had any desire for more rights than have
1I

she would grow more confident

and outspoken over the years of course but this moment is an important one in her

public rhetoric
cheton
rhetonc

power
purpose
energy
courage
of
and
of execution
moral
in november of 1891 the woman

5

november 30 1891

exponent printed on its front page an article

provo
ofprovo
S
effrage
mans
u ffrage written by DP felt of
titled A
advice about female suffrage
felt
bed himself an earnest advocate of your cause in public life in addressing
subscribed
subscn

suffragists but he had a point of advice he wanted to make he felt that many of the
suffrage movements prominent advocates took a wrong shoot and instead of laying a
foundation for your noble cause you branch out in leaves or small branches as it were
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orjudges
for
officers
female
or
that
calling
police
judges was disillusioning and
example
for
saying

distracting supporters from the cause instead felt advised the should change their
at
will
that
a
foundation
build
and
tactics
require least two generations to erect a

frail house
structure on that will stand the storms of ridicule that today beat upon your hhall

to

t

agasto
ages and therefore suffrage activists
change established custom would require agesto

should strike at the root of future generations by turning their attention to the

education of your girls

phelphs
phelpss
in making his argument felt follows austin Phelp
ss model of organic
social change almost ideally

gradual

have as much pride in seeing your girls get their

diplomas as you have for your boys

felt suggests

remember the future day when they will have daughters of their
alms theirs
own you know progression is nature and if you have these aims
will be in a more advanced degree and ere long the sun of your dreams
will have arisen and your great granddaughters will be standing shoulder
to shoulder with the men of the age for the same labor receiving the same

or better pay they will be exercising their benign and refining influence on
all the progressive ideas and customs

of the age so educate your

daughters in various channels of public life that if it does not qualify them
it will their daughters

nog
noa
73
74
WE 20
2073
7374
no99 15
207374 no

nov

1891

in other words several generations of time would be long enough for things to work

themselves out naturally without a radical social upheaval

10
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lio
ilo
1I

president
first
as
year
services
her
agree
completing
not
did
of
of
then
kimball
the utah woman suffrage association she took it upon herself to submit a rebuttal to

felts

advice her reply was printed on the front page of the next issue of the exponent

your advice to suffragists to turn their attention to the education of their girls is
appreciated kimball writes but we have our own ideas about the nature of their
graduating papers the routine must contain lessons in moral courage energy of purpose
and power of execution these must be taught as among the womanly graces essential to

success in life

WE

1
81
20
no 10
208

1I

dec

point by point kimball answers

1891

felts

concerns with a logical rebuttal to such

counsel that comes from such as have eyes open to popular prejudice and closed to

underlying principle

for a start she argues felts concern that suffragists must take

generations to build a sure foundation is a moot point for the need has actually already
been met

the sure foundations of the suffrage cause were deeply and permanently
17th of march 1842 the date of the
laid on the 17

relief society

organization and the structure is far advanced it is too stately and strong
ening
efing effort with the weak weapon
lingering
to be even depressed by any ling

ridicule

kimball goes on to answer

felts concerns by suggesting the need for

and creditable

police women female jurors and female judges and finally she
policewomen
current examples of policewoman
answers the argument that women must not neglect their true position of motherhood

higbee
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1I 1I 1I

suffragists esteem motherhood under proper conditions as womans
comans

many
for
are
millions
conditions
but
these
glory
not
available
crowning
thousands are looking for room to earn their bread and apparel and asking
custom to allow them to choose their husbands control their persons and

participate with their kinsmen in their highest aspirations for the good of
the home the church the state and for humanity such women will be

helps meet suitable for noble men they will earn the sympathy

confidence and ever abiding love of their husbands brothers and sons
and the respect of the good and true as far as their sphere influence

extends their noble emancipated daughters will rise
nse up and call them

blessed

emphasis in original

even in this wntten
watten
written linearly ordered discussion kimball uses techniques of oral debate
and uses a characteristic conciseness

bench

t

we must not say it is our right to sit on the judges

not91 is Kimb
balls
bails
alFs
her argument
why not
other
kimbalfs
airs direct reply to drive home the logic of
kimballs
Kimbalis

A place of our

own

october

3

1896

in nauvoo joseph smith had suggested donating some land to the women for a

relief society headquarters

in salt

lake city

in 1896 leaders

of the growing

organization strongly felt the need for such a permanent headquarters and presented the
idea at the

square
in
general
society
on
the
in
assembly
conference
temple
hall
relief

D H young opened the discussion by
october of that year relief society president zina DH

remarking that women had done so much to help build other public buildings and
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temples that they had no means to build one for the

relief society

and they hoped to

raise their own building funded and owned by the women themselves kimball who was

serving as one of youngs counselors in the presidency at this time also addressed the
sub
ect
subject
J act

sarah M kimball confined her remarks to the subject of a house for the
society she felt it a humiliation to be without a place of our own we had
contributed to all public places and at all times now we want to have a
house and we want land to build it on and it should be in the shadow of the
temple it should be a place to receive strangers in when they come a
place where letters can be written from and information given

relief society

history off
histo

126

kimball was speaking here from her established position as a long serving advocate for

womens advancement

a devoted leader

of relief society and an administrator with

years of practical experience in raising funds constructing buildings

eg

the fifteenth

ward society hall and granary and rallying followers around a cause it was with these
talents that she was called on to issue this call for action in a few short words she
appeals to the womens sense of logic and fairness they always been willing to donate to

other public church buildings and to their emotions calling the lack of their own office
a humiliation

she defines the purpose of the building to receive guests and

disseminate information and perhaps most importantly offers a visionary demand their
house should be built on land in the shadow of the temple
drive the

relief society goals

it was a vision that would

for over 50 years until the womens auxiliary building was
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finally a reality but kimball didnt stop at just offering this vision continuing her

remarks she uses a characteristic technique of agitation to involve her audience directly
1I

think we should vote on this matter whether you representative women

want this building or not we want to put it to vote

kimball
described

1I

now said sister

want to ask you sisters if you want such a building as have
1I

the motion was put and the vote was unanimous sister

earned out then see how
kimball added if you want this proposition carried
much can be done

again by asking for their immediate show of involvement kimball both builds a sense
of unity in purpose and commits her audience to taking action
acti6n to reach their vision
notably the scene would be repeated in an almost identical manner nearly five decades
later at the annual

president
1945
general
conference
when
society
belle
of
relief

S

rhet oncal strategy by reminding the women in attendance of
spafford followed the same rhetorical

that early wish then calling for a vote which was of course unanimous in the

affirmative for support of an independent relief society building history 130

various

hrom
from being realized fully for many years
ftom
financial and political setbacks kept that goal atom
balls
shadow
balis
bails
dok
but Kimb
airs vision of a place in the sha
kimbalfs
kimballs
dol of the temple would remain a cherished
Kim alFs

hope of relief society women as they lobbied for that goal
the
on
located
comer
southeast
vas
in 1952 was
kas

the building site announced

of north temple and main streets on the

diagonal comer across the street from the salt laketemples
lake temples east face about as close to
in the shadow

of the temple as could be arranged the relief society building was
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finally dedicated october

3

1956 sixty years to the day after kimball had issued the

prophetic clarion call
in summary the strategies of Kim
kimballs
balls rhetoric of agitation include an awareness
her audience and a willingness to provoke them both with logical argument and
of
other

emotional appeal especially with an appeal to religious ideals one important way

kimball provokes action is by drawing on the parliamentary process to involve her
audiences directly in the cause by inviting verbal support and physical involvement
which builds unity among community by drawing the audience not only to identify with
in
the rhetor but with each other as co
the
cause
coworkers
tier
iler
ller two major tactics can be
her
workers

summed up under the categories of education
it

agitation

an emotional appeal to duty

an intellectual foundation and
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chapter 5

to

instruct and happify

ceremony
of
rhetoric

salutation
DEAR READERS

fills
with friendly
finding my name listed as a correspondent my heart fillsvith
fill svith

greetings to those whose eyes are to scan and whose minds are to weigh the
1
1
I
hrom
thoughts and subjects that may from time to time place upon paper I trust that
you will mentally return the proffered friendly grasp that we may pleasantly
explore together fields of thought and regions of instruction
it will be my privilege in this correspondence to speak thus familiarly upon
religion finance politics science or any thing instructive in which we may or
should take a mutual interest
hoping that this introductory note may lead to a lengthy and profitable
1I subscribe myself EXPONENTS correspondent and
acquaintance
readers friend
SARAH M KIMBALL
2 73 no 10
15 oct
WE 273
ct 1873
10150ct

10150

in 1873 during its second year of publication the woman s exponent editors

announced that they had organized a committee of consultation to help in promoting
of

the interests of the paper and rendering it still more valuable as a representative of the

ladies of utah
a

nog
noa
2 68 no9
WE 268
no 9

1 1I

oct

1873

kimball was one of the women named as

special correspondent on that committee and she lost no time in beginning the

discharge of
her duties the salutation above appeared in the next issue of the paper it
other
balls
balis
Kimb
was not kimbalps
alPs
airs first submission to the exponent she had already written article on
kimballs
Kimbails

Kim
ofkimbalfs
topics like physiology and polygamy for instance but it is illustrative of
balls
balis
bails
kimballs

approach to publication her general rhetorical strategies can be seen in force even in this
short note building a relationship of trust with her audience inviting them to participate

with her in a shared cause encouraging thoughtful study and profitable exercise of their
faculties

true to form kimball takes the opportunity to build a sense of community
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yet unnamed readers by offering them as literally as possible
asyet
between her and her as

through the medium of print the hand of friendship

while she was always filled with purpose kimball wasnt always overtly activist
in other instances Kim
kimballs
balls public discourse served other functions to educate to

praise to build personal relationships and community As she explained her purpose in

writing a short autobiographical sketch she intended to instruct and happify her
readers

to use the concept of a rhetoric of

prophecy these purposes would fall under

the categories of speaking to edification and comfort

this chapter will examine

happify ing rhetoric Kim
samples of what she termed a more happifying
balls autobiographical
kimballs
sketch her ceremonial speeches at functions when she was a presiding official her

scripturally modeled encomium on the occasion of the presiding bishops birthday
celebration and her very literate mystical musing on

sense
of spiritual
the

understanding that was read in washington DC to the triennial council of women

1I

can better tell than write it
even
a
as
when introducing herself
writer
primarily
view
did
not
herself
kimball

as a newspaper correspondent as seen above kimball fell back on the conversational

form of letter writing since kimball was remembered as being excellent in

conversation

this is not surprising it was also generally how she viewed whatever

verbal skill she possessed once when she wrote a letter to a non mormon relative still in

new york asking for some genealogical information she tried to explain the purpose of
her request which was collecting family history names and dates to do temple work for
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her religion
the dead As she tried to explain this practice of the peculiar people of
other

I

kimball found herself prefacing the request in these words 1 could better explain
1I

you in person than on paper why wish these records
1I

you comprehend the importance this matter has for me

1I

it to

hardly hope to be able to make
WE

13 130
13130

no 17

1

fob
feb

1885

kimball was evidently talented at making people understand matters particularly
when she could discuss them in person emmeline wells remembers kimball had a
her audience and giving them clear instruction
talent for assessing the needs of
other

she had a good faculty for teaching could simplify lessons and adapt them
to the understanding of those whom she instructed she possessed

excellent power of concentration something quite unusual in women and
she was well versed in the literature of the time and the political questions

that have agitated the minds of women much during the nineteenth century

period

L D S women
wells LDS

2

those powers of concentration however rare were readily applied to literature
politics and religion wells continues
tual matters and was
sister kimball was a woman of high ideals about spiritual
spin tuai
a deep religious thinker and reasoner and a student

of the bible book of

mormon and other latter day saint books of a similar kind and the
pratt
sermons
orson
P
writings of
and
parley
and
their
she was
oforson
particularly fond of reading
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balls
bails
balis
toward
natural
inclinations
alFs
to
Kimb
develop
help
would
literary
influences
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs
Kim
these

verbal brevity into a more figurative and fluid writing style while wells characterized
Kim
she
had
this
cn
and
debate
of
in
balis
bails
balls
ofkimballs
tique
excellent
critique
as
being
conversation
kimball
kimballs

literary tendencies
her
other
sister kimball was methodical and practical generally but some of

writings on philosophical and spiritual subjects were rather extraordinary
and although in speaking she was clear and comprehensive yet in her

writings she was abstruse and inclined to be mystical and yet she was so
wntings
strong minded and well balanced that she would never be the least likely
to go beyond her depth she was really an advanced thinker and fond of

diving into the unknown or soaring upward to sublime heights

these are the characteristics that will appear in the sample texts examined in this chapter
while some of them still show characteristics of oral patterns of discourse they more
generally fit the criteria of literate discourse as presnell defines it linearity context
independence and as wells noted abstraction

to consider these wn
tings as
wntings

1

I

ceremonial in substance and purpose though

differing in style and form it is useful to think of ceremony defined two ways first as
the careful consideration of prescribed usage form or procedure the

texts literary

composition and second as a formal act prescribed by ritual or protocol its rhetorical
rhet oncal
function and usually of a broad social or spiritual significance along with these

definitions also draw on of the theories of walter fishers paradigm of narrative
1I

communication and the work of ronald L grimes on ritual studies
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to instruct and happify
grimes
one of the pioneers of the field of ritual study outlines the broad
ronald
from different academic
boundaries of the field by noting that students of ritual come hrom

traditions but that they have in common an interest in performative phenomena such as
play ritual game storytelling dance civil ceremony and sports in short people and
animals as they enact and embody meanings ritual studies scholarship asserts the
persons in action and interprets words and cultural objects in the light of this
priority of
ofpersons
xxvi
acting xavi
1I

in other words the performance and context of the performance much as

have defined rhetoric as the study of knowing what bit of language to use when

one difference between rhetoric and ritual studies

is rhetoric does traditionally

focus largely on verbal performance while as grimes defines it ritual studies is at its

xxvi
most distinctive when it attends to the performative elements of nonverbal action xavi

however grimes also suggests that the focus of ritual studies best begins with a
consideration of style

style is the total outcome of conscious and unconscious

intellectual and emotional bodily and attitudinal aspects of a participant observer style
is the product

of personal stance and cultural form

6

in studying stance and form

then ritual studies therefore gives us another tool to rhetorically analyze both the text and

ofkimbalps
rhetoric
ceremonial
Kim
the context of
him
balis
bails
balls
kimballs
in addition walter fisher posits narration as the central paradigm of human

storytelling
elling is a defining shared characteristic of humanity
communication asserting that stoot
it holds that symbols are created and communicated ultimately as stories meant to give

order to human experience and to induce others to dwell in them in order to establish
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is
which
there
tuai
tual
communities
ways of living in common in intellectual and spiritual
in
spin

confirmation for the story that constitutes ones life

63

stories
that last phrase is key stones

stories and
are used as rhetorical
rhet oncal persuasion in building communities where everyones stones
lives are validated

this

tics and
poi I bics
pol
seems important when applied to Kim
balls populist politics
kimballs
1

charitable
chantable care of people around her

fisher also quotes karl wallace that

one could do worse than characterize
charac tenze

rhetoric as the art of finding and effectively presenting good reasons

107 for action or

choice he further elaborates
1I

propose that good reasons be conceived as those elements that provide

by
the
advice
any
adhering
or
anyform
to
warrant
warrantsor
accepting
form of
sor
fostered
advicefostered
warrantsfor
warrants
for

communication that can be considered rhetorical

by warrant

1I

mean

that which authorizes sanctions or justifies belief attitude or
rhet oncal advice
action these being the usual forms of rhetorical

this

107

weavers
to
hearkening
argument that rhetoncs
sermomc quality comes
richard
rhetorics sermonic
is

because language asks us to make choices based on a value system the good reasons
rhet oncal analyst like
of the narrative paradigm A rhetorician like kimball and hence a rhetorical

myself for instance will be concerned with identifying and presenting those elements
that will be the most appropriate to the subject and the most persuasive to the audience
it is in this role as persuader that the rhetorician most embodies
in offering what

fisher terms advisory discourse

weavers lay preacher

it

when narration is taken as the master metaphor it subsumes the others
vanous ways of
the other metaphors become conceptions that inform various
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recounting
inc takes
recounting or accountingfor
accounting for human choice and action Recount
recountinc
such forms as history biography or autobiography accounting for takes

such forms as theoretical explanation or argument recounting and

accounting for can be also expressed in poetic forms drama poetry novel
and so on recounting and accounting for are in addition the bases for all

advisory discourse regardless of the form they are given recounting and
accounting for constitute stones we tell ourselves and each other to
establish a meaningful life world

narrators
ofnarrators
the character of

the

conflicts the resolutions and the styles will vary but each mode of
recounting and accounting for is but a way of relating a truth about the
human condition

63
62
6263

it is worth noting that the narrative paradigm therefore neatly subsumes such
Pre snells or
gones storytelling can take both oral and
delineations as presnells
oralliterate
categories
alliterate cate

literary form without losing its inherent narrative pattern whether the narrator chooses a
more oral or linear pattern would depend once again on the context as the purpose and
c
balls
bails
balis
she deftly mixes
alFs
ceremonial
rhetoric
the occasion of the story call for in Kimb
kimbalfs
airs
kimballs
cheton
rheton
Kim

both patterns though her ceremonial addresses were composed for occasion specific

events and she uses her natural gifts of conversational organization and clarity to

organize her speeches formally she also sees in these occasions the opportunity to
instruct

by offering some densely packed theological musings and happify

neual
tuai to give a larger meaning to the occasions of
tual
ntual
patterns
invoking the pat
tenis of formal n

by
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gathen ngs
community gatherings

her rhetoric therefore serves purposes of both recounting and

illustrate
samples
as
following
the
in
different
accountingfor
circumstances
accounting for

on this interesting occasion
ceremony
12 1868
november 72
cornerstone
storehouse

gnmes
games
grimes proposes six modes of
ritual sensibility embodied attitudes that may
ofntual
arise in the course

ntuahzation decorum ceremony magic liturgy and
of a ritual 40 ritualization

celebration elements of each of the attitudes may be present in any single episode of
ritual but frequently one of the sensibilities dominates it is ceremony that is the most
and
at
address
Kim
the
delivered
laying
played
part
apparent in this first example of
balis
bails
balls
ofkimbalfs
kimballs

erstone of the fifteenth ward relief society hall in 1868
cornerstone
of the com
biography by describing it
kimball briefly mentions the occasion in her auto
autobiography
a silver trowel and mallet were furnished me and assisted by a master mason and

surrounded by an assemblage of people
first

relief society building erected

1I

had the honor of laying the comer stone of the

in this dispensation

bn
while this abn
ef retelling is
bnef
beef

important enough an event for her to mark it in that autobiographical sketch the solemn
importance of the event is much more evident when we examine the speech that kimball
composed for the occasion and delivered at the building site

the speech

is recorded in

the fifteenth ward minutes along with an account of the choreography of the meeting it
was
vas an

important occasion for kimball since as her speech will shows she considered

this event not only unique in its historical significance to the fifteenth ward

relief
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society but singularly important as a manifestation of gods plan of progress for women
everywhere

first the minutes record how the episode is framed dramatically as an event
separate from and notably set apart from the regular

relief society meetings the

formed
ned into procession and
women of the ward met together as usual but then they fon
store house was to be laid
repaired to the place where the comer stone of the storehouse

there

once

the sisters had formed in line around the foundation of the building where they

waited for kimball and her presidency to arrive there were several of the brethren
also present bishop burton gave a short address encouraging the women to continued
tile
efforts by reminding them that practice and energy strengthened and increased tlle
the

abilities

but the symbolic power of ceremony belonged clearly to president kimball at

this event As grimes notes

on a decorous occasion the ntual
neual director is a host but at
ritual

a ceremonious event he or she is an officiant

47

at the cornerstone ceremony

kimball officiated both by performing the ritual act and by performing the verbal seal of
ceremony in her speech

grimes reminds us that when meaning communication or performance become
more important than function and pragmatic end fitualization
ntuahzation has begun to occur

41

with silver trowel and mallet in hand the practical importance of laying a buildings
foundation is of less significance at this moment than what sets it apart as a ceremonial
ritual

the significant nonverbal cues

the procession the silver tools set it off as a

performance and Kim
kimballs
balls address also marks the occasion as an act of broader social
tual
tuai
significance
and spiritual
spin

ceremony has imperative force for the group being pulled
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ceremony
symbolizes respect for the offices histories and causes
and
by
together
it
48

that are condensed into its gestures objects and actions

so the office that kimball

holds along with the objects silver tools and the symbolic action of laying the

cornerstone all combine to make the rhetorical effect greater than the sum of its parts

grimes
as
about
this
liturgy
an
notes that the
be
element
also
may
of
occasion
there
neual
tuai
tual action with an ultimate frame of
ntual
ritual refers to any n
liturgical sensibility of
ofntual

reference and the doing of which is understood to be of cosmic necessity

5511

As

kimball frames this cornerstone event she give the act a larger frame of reference and a
place in the cosmic order of things

e
the
establishing
ie
i

of the kingdom of god on earth

and the increased benefits he has for his daughters

kimball begins

1I

appear before you on this interesting occasion in behalf of the

female relief society to express thanks to almighty god that the wheels of progress
have been permitted to run until they have brought us to a more extended field of useful

labor for female minds and hands
a part

immediately she marks this interesting occasionot
occasion as

of gods larger plan of the wheels of progress

thats not enough that there

ot

but she also quickly establishes

is still a much larger sphere necessarily awaiting these

women
it will be readily admitted that womans
comans allotted sphere of labor is not

sufficiently extensive and varied
vaned to enable her to exercise all her god
given powers and faculties in a manner best calculated to strengthen and

develop the perfect woman nor are her labors made sufficiently
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remunerative to afford her that independence compatible with true
womanly dignity

we realize that the practical part of this theory unless wisely
conducted may subject us to criticisms and censure but the consciousness
that our efforts are in the direction of human progress and universal good
will bring us the boon which nothing earthly gives or can destroy

the

souls calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy
even more importantly kimball then goes on to identify this cornerstone occasion with
other similar ceremonies she has attended of even more spiritual significance to her

latter day saint audience
in the history of this people it has been my privilege to witness not the
laying of the comer stone but the ever memorable dedication of the

comparatively small but grand and imposing kirtland temple

1I

was

present at the laying of the comer stone and the dedication of the more
1
I
nauvoo
in
history
and
advancing
magnificent
witnessed the
our
temple

laying of the cornerstone of the great temple now in progress in this city

here kimball

is setting up her ethos as a credible witness to the importance

of such

ceremonies by reminding her audience how many she has been a part of but more
important is the strategy she employs next juxtaposing the fifteenth ward storehouse
with those temples that the saints had worked so hard for and rallied around

the

temple stood as a symbol of the restored gospel and the highest earthly blessings were
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its ministrations

by association kimball invested her ward building with a similar

importance because in the next sentence she says

another step and with feeling of humility and gratitude stand upon this
1I

consecrated rock and contemplate the result of the completion of this
unpretending edifice which will here call our store
1I

which will be dedicated to worship to
to commerce and trade

1I

the upper story of

art and to science the lower story

view this as a preliminary or stepping stone to

similar structures on a grander scale

was she already plotting the promised general relief society office and womens
auxiliary building

from being practical as she next
flom
in any case she cant get away hrom

points out the immediate purpose of the building itself

the object of the building is to

enable the society to more perfectly combine their labors their means their tastes and

their talents for improvements physically socially morally intellectually spiritually
and financially and for more extended usefulness

in closing kimball extends the communal bond even farther by including the men
in the group in the work acknowledging their part in the community and paving the way

for future communal efforts

many gentlemanly citizens kindly proffer their aid in forwarding this
enterprise

to them in behalf of the course for which we labor we extend

felt thanks we feel that our friends who so kindly patronize us will
heart
heartfelt

expect much at our hands we promise you our best endeavors to meet

your warmest expectations but we ask you mercifully to remember that
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the merchants counting table is a new seat for us to occupy hence as
in
for
as
pioneers
sex
or
this department
explorers
our
ppioneers
ioneers

of female labor in

this territory we beg you not to be too severe in your criticism but show

your magnanimity by giving us an approving look and an occasional

god
we
blessing
help
and
the
word
such
continued
of
with
encouraging
bously
variously
ously needed
have all confidence that we shall be enabled to extend van

relief and make our labors a blessing to the cause of humanity

her humility is dual edged here even though she begs lenience for her untried workers
she calls them pioneers and explorers which connotes an expansive courage applied to

their labors

why consider this speech as a literate model instead of the oral

9
tradition9
traditions
tradition

it has a

carefully crafted ordered development and even though it was written for a specific
occasion it can still be read and appreciated on its own

this is because kimball

lifts the

immediate purpose for the speech and makes the event more transcendent and timeless
not only by emphasizing the importance of it as a historical moment but also by

ofspintual
spiritual significance namely the
connecting it with other important events of
com
erstone ceremonies of the great temples she had attended in kirtland nauvoo and
cornerstone

salt lake city by this juxtaposition and association she invests the fifteenth ward
itual
significance
tual
tuai
society hall with a similar importance and spiritual
spin
spir

her purpose here

is not to agitate so much as to invoke and consecrate which is

the purpose ofntual
of ritual and ceremony it would be another dozen years before she would

openly declare herself a womans
comans rights woman but kimball still subtly uses the
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a
for
field
call
more
extended
but
unmistakable
of
an
offer
understated
to
here
occasion

useful labor for female minds and hands

A sweet voice from the celestial
A

naoma
the
chapter in
life of

this

court

february 1873

text is notable for several reasons but mostly for its singularity it is the

balls
balis
alFs
only example of pure narrative that we have from Kimb
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs writings there is no obvious
Kimbails

moral to the story no call to action no cause to rally around instead it is a simple story

naoma
leams of the law of celestial
illustrating an episode in the life of
ofnaoma a woman who learns

god
from
direct
by
polygamy
communication
marriage
1
nog
I
1
9
noa
2
65 no
WE 265
no9

in answer to her inquiries

dec 1873

kimball published the story in the exponent under the pseudonym B
being a pseudonym for vilate kimball wife of apostle heber C kimball

naoma

the names

were published by permission eight months later as part of an editorial statement

discussed in chapter two about womens prerogative to receive direct personal
revelation from god why use pseudonyms in the first placed
place9
place perhaps there was some
her first submissions to the
hesitation on sarah Kim
kimballs
balls part as this was one of
other

exponent and she wanted to see how it would be received and also it was a narrative
form that was not her usual straightforward conversational style so perhaps she felt a

little out other
of her element but more likely it is because she wasnt sure she had the
late kimball died in 1867
approval of the subject to share such a personal expenence
exponence
vilate
experience vi
ried parties were
concerned
just a few months before her husbands death so neither of the concer
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around to give their approval to the publication however when the editor wanted to

divulge the names kimball evidently thought that its being a true experience of female

communication with god was important enough that the real names could be attached

kimballs
balls writings
the dramatized narrative essay is unique in Kim
question of why she would choose this style and form for the task

and raises the

again perhaps she

semi
was experimenting with style perhaps it was the form that suited her best for a seml
deml

naomas identity private it does work well
dramatized episode especially when keeping nacomas
for that purpose so it shows kimball was aware of the difference that form and voice

could make in telling a story echoes of this narrative style would show up ten years later
in her autobiographical sketch but for the most part the rest

her extant writings dont
of
other

dabble in narrative again

whatever her reasons were for choosing this form the narrative style gives is
from fisher
several important effects as we can see by applying some insights hrom

thing

its a very reader

for one

friendly format for a fledgling womens newspaper that might be

important in reaching its readers fisher observes that the storytellers rhetoric tempting

storytellerhetonc
me to coin the phrase storytellerhetoric
than argumentative judges

147

assumes an audience of poetic auditors rather

given Kim
kimballs
balls subject matter and considering her

mormon
women this assumption is probably
was
sympathetic
audience
intended
accurate here she was writing to help fill what she saw as the aims of the exponent
whose stated claim was it is better to represent ourselves than to be misrepresented by
others
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fishers narrative theory of communication points out several other beneficial
features which can translate to reasons why kimball could use such a narrative to

particular benefit in this instance

first the paradigm is a ground for resolving the

duali sms of modernism fact value intellect imagination reason emotion and so on
dualisms

stones
stories are enactments of the whole mind in concert with itself fisher 68

so the

narrative is useful here in tackling an issue polygamy and revelation that juggle such
headed value
duali sms fact and dramatization reason and faith deep emotion and clear
clearheaded
dualisms

judgment choosing to accept polygamy

fisher also explains that

in theme if not in every detail narrative is meaningful for persons in

particular and in general across communities as well as cultures across
time and place narratives enable us to understand the actions of others

because we all live out narratives in our lives and because we understand

our own lives in terms of narratives

65
66
6566

and finally this widespread understanding is the reason that narrative rationality is such
an egalitarian non
exclusive mode of persuasive communication people understand
nonexclusive

stones
stories when they might not understand a more traditional hierarchical rationalist
argument

traditional rationality prescribes the ways people should think when they
reason truly or toward certainty

narrative rationality is on the other

hand descriptive it offers an account an understanding of any instance of

human choice and action including science

rationality

at the same time

narrative

provides a basis of
ofcntique
critique where freedom and democracy
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are ideals narrative rationality will imply a praxis constant with an ideal

egalitarian society fisher 66

ofkjmbalfs
Kim
this
core
values
since freedom and quality were two of
bails
balis
balls
narrative
kimballs
egalitarianism is certainly appropriate
the
form
balls
literary
following
at
style
this
bails
balis
passage
alPs
Kimb
of
adeptness
As for kimbalps
airs
kimballs
Kim
a
and
with
example
her
awkwardness
an
beginners
tendencies
of
other
pacing
ives
9gives

development a natural conversationalists ear for colloquial dialogue and a mora
moralists
lists
tendency to over dramatize

susan dean called naoma received her kindly even cordially but the
her person was sensibly felt by
sadness that pervaded the atmosphere of
other

susan she said my dear friend you are not well to
day let me do
today
something for you

naoma tried to smile said her ailment was only a

fearful foreboding of an undefinable something that made her so

miserable that she sometimes feared the evil one had put his finger in her
pie but she could not eat in the morning they would have a cup of tea
and then she would feel better

the water in the polished tea kettle was

soon boiled and a snow white napkin spread on the teaboard on which
was placed some temptingly nice bread butter and plum preserves susan

pronounced the tea was just the right flavor but naoma could not eat

susan marveled and bade her friend good bye

naoma opened a book it seemed mockery no writer had ever felt
as she felt she hoped not and if not they could have no sympathy with
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her whatcouldshedo
what could she do

she folded her arms and gave her mind a few

moments to a new train of thought why had she not brought the burden

jesus
feet
to
soul
the
the
of
of

there she could be understood there she

had ever found succor comfort strength as her circumstances had

required there she would bring this her great sorrow

the

level of descriptive detail in this scene is much more developed than in any other

episode of the narrative which hints that perhaps susan dean was the author herself if
Kim
so that would make this essay all the more noteworthy for providing icimbalps
bails
balis
balls sole
kimballs

appearance as a fictionalized character in any case the chapter in the

naoma
ofnaoma
life of

balls
is itself a unique chapter in Kimb
balis
alFs
kimbalfs
kimballs
airs public discourse
Kimbails

among the honorable members of this convention
tribute to bishop hunter july 1879
in another example of a carefully composed literary speech kimball draws
even more heavily on the prophetic rhetoric by adopting a scriptural tone and drawing

scriptural parallels on the occasion of presiding bishop edward hunters 86th birthday

kimball composed an address in his honor which she read at his birthday celebration
As the exponent reported the event was a surprise party

literary entertainment organized by local officers of the
to

rather in the character of a

relief society who had worked

closely with hunter in his capacity as presiding bishop after the pattern of the sacred

tradition the tribute praises bishop hunters long and useful life which has been
devoted to god and humanity
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like adam you have been a granger

a tiller

of the soil earning your

bread by the sweat of your brow

like abraham you have tended the flocks of the field like him you have
taught righteousness and are an honored leader among the children of
promise

before the final adjustment of rights and ceremonies is fully
consummated a grand assembly will convene which will be presided
over by father adam the ancient of days

among the honorable members of this convention will be noah abraham
and joseph the prophet of the last days with many others including

edward hunter whom on this occasion we delight to honor
ng bishop hunter
comparing
kimball draws heavily on biblical language to good effect compan
to the

old testament prophets serves two functions first and most obviously

it fits the

model of a traditional encomium by praising the leader at hand by comparing him with

acknowledged noble leaders of the past second the timeless scriptural rhythms and tones

ofkimbalps
Kim
address
invoked by these allusions set the stage for the larger purpose of
balis
bails
balls
kimballs
nghteous kimball lifts her
which is to expound the doctrine of eternal reward for the righteous
rhetoric
chetonc out of the oral moment by expanding her vision of the eternities
rheton

you have your probation

in the dispensation

of the fullness of times when

god will gather his obedient children into one grand harmonious family
where each understanding correct principles will be self governing and
peace will reign in all the borders

the members of this family may enter
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the divine presence of the father and mother god with the scales of their

mortal eyes unclasped and their perceptions revivified

this

is a theme repeated in other of
her sermons most notably
other

sense of
ofspintual
spiritual understanding

our sixth sense or the

ofkjmbairs
to
Kim
it was a favorite theme of
bails
balis
balls
kimballs recognize the

potential of perception as enlarged by spiritual vision

this extension of doctrine beyond

the immediate application to bishop hunter is what moves the composition from being
like incantation of ceremony by investing it
merely an occasional tribute to being a ritual ilke

with a wider application

kimbalps
balls
bails
balis
Kimb
kimballs
Kim alPs address was printed in full in the exponent account of the party which
shows how it differed from many other short extemporaneous speeches given at the
anted
exponent
from the party and
party there were three other occasional texts pn
nted
the
punted
pnnted
in
an

balls
bails
balis
Kimb
kimbalfs
kimballs
Kim alFs literary skill here is notable compared with those popularly styled verses

composed by eliza snow hannah king and emmeline
Emmel rne wells writing poems for
birthdays and tributes was a common tribute and these three of the leading mormon
poet esses turned their hand to honor hunter as well each texts invocation and address
poetesses
to bishop

balls
balis
hunter are telling compare Kimb
alFs
kimbalfs
airs understated reverend father to
kimballs
Kimbails

handed
wells s even
evenhanded

we hail thee as the hero of the day
A veteran in integrity
ty and truth
integn

intern

an honest man

thy friends and neighbors say

of sterling principle from early youth
to

greco
snows classically
inspired
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bishop of bishops

we would humbly now
A wreath of honor twine around your brow

let honor be to him whom honors due
this worthy veteran we concede to you

to kings bouncy couplets
servant of god the return of this day
kay
inspires my heart to compose a brief hay
lay

may the spirit of god shed it sacred fire

through every chord may strike on my lyre
1I

not surprisingly since it is the model of the panegyric

all four of the tributes follow a

similar conceit of predicting the future life of bishop hunter and placing him in a realm

of glory well rewarded for his good earthly deeds snows final stanzas are the most
succinct
in

zions cause youve

labored long and hard

by faith and works have earned a rich reward
and hold by legal claim

a

deed of trust

due in the resurrection of the just
when in the flesh your work is fully done

your battles fought and all your vict
victories
vic
fies won
victries
victfies
tries
in cloudless glory may your setting sun

go down in peace
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kimbalps
balls
thus
reads
balis
bails
alPs
Kimb
airs
kimballs
vision
Kim
your
the
in
reward
reap
fullness
of
will
father
you
worthy
just
then
husbandry gather your flocks into fat pastures on your everlasting
inheritance and give dominion and power to the righteous of your own
house subordinate to the eternal scepter which through faithfulness you
have received by promises as sacred as those made to abraham
it is our fervent desire that all present on this memorable occasion
may be counted worthy to participate with you our illustrious father in

off

casts
easts
feasts
the glory and happiness of that feast of
offcasts

until which time to our

much honored presiding bishop in zion we mutually say

the lord be

with thee
As a combination of encomium and eulogia both commending and blessing bishop

hunter
it

kimbalps
balls
bails
alPs
Kimb
stotle classified
aristotle
airs address fits into the epideictic or ceremonial as An
kimballs
Kimbalis

rhetoric
chetonc lanham 164
rheton

lanham also quotes perelman and olbrechts tyteca pointing

out that epideictic oratory seemed to have more connection with literature than with
qtd in lanham 164 which is another characteristic that sets this
argumentation itd
s
Kimb
alPs
ceremonial text apart from kimbalps
airs
kimball activist rhetoric of agitation

1I

only
to
sketch
instruct and happify
short
write
this
onh

auto
v september 1883
aulo hiographn
biograph
hiograph

ofkimbalps
Kim
chapter one of this thesis reviewed the contents of
brief
balis
bails
balls
kimballs
autobiographical sketch for its historical detail and insight into how her rhetorical style
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Litera rily the important thing about the autobiographical sketch to discuss here
formed literarily
balls
balis
is how it shows that kimbalps
Kimb
alPs
airs immediate context influenced her writing before writing
kimballs
Kimbails

the sketch kimball had just completed a trip to the eastern united states on her way to

new york for the purpose of collecting family history records for doing temple work

on the way she had made stops in nauvoo and kirtland where she had spent

so many

important formative years formative to both her spiritual and intellectual development
auto biography spends so much time on the experiences of
Kim
ofkimbalfs
balls
bails
balis
this is why the autobiography
kimballs

early life her fathers miraculous conversion story her experiences in nauvoo donating

her son to the temple fund being blessed and taught by the prophet joseph smith and
the circumstances leading up to the organization of the female

relief society

by comparison kimball skips over the painful recollections in her history her
husband hirama
hirams business troubles the wanderings and persecutions of the saints
so on since her stated purpose in the sketch is to instruct and happify

does not consider these troubles necessary to that purpose

and

she obviously

the remainder of the facts

recounted in the sketch are brief not so much narrated as listed a string of factual events
and dates

at first look it may be difficult to account for the abrupt switch in style

until

you study the larger context of the piece that she had just completed this trip east and the

events of those days were fresh on her mind and her purpose in writing this sketch for the

interesting
exponent was to share those things that may be of
ofinterestin
inte
interestin
restin her unique experience As
with the chapter in the

naoma
this text shows off
in
Kim
narrative
skill
of
ofnaoma
offkimbalfs
bails
balis
balls
life
kimballs

her use of dialogue and her rather rare display of idiosyncratic humor
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capacity
that

woman
Is
in
of mind which

fitted to excel

our sixth sense or the sense of spiritual understanding Fe
february
bruan

1895

but compared to her less common forays into the realm of narrative sketch
a
more
much
public
her
greatest
balls
perhaps
and
final
bails
balis
composition
is
Kimb
alFs
kimbalfs
airs
kimballs
Kim

characteristic display of visionary outlook mingled with a call to action

our sixth

sense or the sense of spiritual understanding may stand as kimbalps
balls
balis
Kimb
alPs
airs manifesto in a
kimballs
Kimbails
her favorite themes
way since it beautifully incorporates and encapsulates so many of
other

many of
for
and
men
focused
on
equality
women
esteem
Kim
sermons
balls
bails
balis
of
ofkimballs
kimballs
and she also taught of the ultimate and divine equality of the father and mother god

our sixth sense was an address kimball wrote to be read at the triennial council of
women in washington DC
D C in 1895 though it is unclear whether kimball herself was
volce is
actually in attendance at the conference to deliver her own words aloud her voice

unmistakable in the composition and her verbal persuasive skills are at their most fluent
in the address kimball insists that the spiritual sense she was discussing was that

preeminently
capacity of mind in which woman is pre
eminently fitted to excel

A sample passage

outlines her belief in eternal unlimited intellectual potential

they that seek by faith and earnest prayer find the light that leads to the
golden gate they that knock with study and faiths assurance have the
narrow way opened to them and are received into communion with the

infinite father and mother are permitted to enter hallowed mansions to
attend the school of the prophets and by advancing steps to reach the
school of the gods where they leam
learn the processes by which worlds are
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organized

the uses for which worlds are called into existence the

manner in which they are controlled and the laws of progression by which
all beings and animate things are perfected and glorified in their

respective spheres

although it was meant to be delivered as a speech this poetic text has more of the
11

11mystical
mystical

balls
balis
bails
quality which wells ascribed to Kimb
airs writings on philosophical and
kimbalfs
kimballs
Kim alFs

ng
spiritual subjects certainly this is one occasion where we see her fondness for soan
soaring

upward to sublime heights

it sounds scriptural but does not noticeably rely on

recognizable scriptural language or use overt biblical allusions

our sixth sense

is

a
and
Kim
very much a sample of
thought
patterns
of
balis
bails
balls
ofkimballs
succinct encapsulation
unique
kimballs

her values and goals and even lifted out of context
of
other

it is still an eminently readable

edifying beautiful piece of prose
a
ceremony
Kim
include
rhetoric
in summary the strategies of
highly
of
ofkimbalfs
balis
bails
balls
kimballs

tual
tuai purpose in the community building opportunities of
ritual
developed sense of n

gatherings of the saints both mormon and suffragist

her two major focuses that her

strategies illustrated were to instruct or to edify by teaching essential doctrinal truths
happifi
happif
both spiritual and secular and to happie
happl
happi
happiffi to comfort identify with and praise the

members of the communities who were gathered as an audience she achieves these
effects by using techniques of formal style classical encomium etc

a clear organization

of ideas and the linguistic patterns and figurative language both metaphor and imagery
of scripture with the end result being the creation of several very literate works of
occasional speech that are also worthwhile for their stand alone literary quality

higbee 140

conclusion

we thought much upon this subject upon the pain of having our best feeling and
and
judgment
whose
by
those
perhaps
censured
and
misunderstood
endeavor
good will we prized the most we thought of all this and of our inability to fight
the battle and gain the victory then the doom of the unprofitable servant arose
before us and with a prayer for strength and wisdom we entered the list of female
laborers for this cause of universal good under the protecting banner of the holy
priesthood armed with such delegated powers and aided by such helps as we are
proud to acknowledge from the gentlemen of the ward should we fail to
accomplish much we should prove ourselves unworthy of the trust you have
confided to our care
when we think upon the magnitude of the work before the little handful of
men and women here in the mountains we sometimes tremble for the result we
are so slow to understand the ways of god and obey his commandments
pres
message
balls
balis
bails
tres mrs kimbalps
Kimb
alPs
annual
kimballs
airs
Kim
salt lake city I january 1873
15th
5
society
minutes
ward
relief
0
1

in her annual report of the new year in 1873 addressed to an audience that

included church president brigham young

pres mrs kimball expressed her concern

about the magnitude of the social and spiritual
tuai work she had undertaken by accepting the
spin tual

duties of relief society leadership and a particular concern that the sometimes radical
work of a religious womens organization would be misunderstood but tellingly

kimball also reveals almost offhandedly
off handedly what may perhaps be the driving factor

new
underlying her years of effort as a spiritual
tuai
tual
and
leader
social
reformer
the
in
spin
testament parable the doom of the unprofitable servant was to be chastised and cast
out by his lord who condemned the servants lack of effort in increasing the talents he
had been allotted by contrast the profitable servant who took the initiative to increase
his talents was praised with a well done thou good and faithful servant thou has been
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1
I will make thee ruler over many things enter thou into the joy
a
few
things
faithful over

of thy lord matt 2521

for kimball this parable was particularly applicable to the conditions of
womankind in the nineteenth century she believed especially with the organization of
the

relief society and its attendant prophetic blessing that women worldwide were

entering new spheres of opportunity and usefulness her lifes work would be an effort to

continually increase those opportunities for women intellectually politically
financially spiritually and in every way believing that the more faithfully women
increased their advantage in the talents at hand the more would become available to
them
in may of 1895 susan B anthony visited the utah conference of the national

american woman suffrage association in salt lake city sarah kimball standing up at
age 77 as the utah honorary vice president of the national association concluded her

remarks with this story that is also a fitting anecdote in conclusion to this study of

kimbalps
balls
balis
Kimb
alPs
airs life
kimballs
Kimbails

on the anniversary of miss anthonys
anthony s seventieth birthday it was my
privilege to be in washington and attended the grand banquet at which
1I

miss anthony received the most distinguished honors that ever saw
1I

extended to a woman and she has now lived until she has arrived at that
position in which napoleon was placed at one time when he attended a
banquet someone criticized where his seat was at the table they said

napoleon you should have been set at the head of the table

lie said
ile
lle
he
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that is all right
head of the table

1I

am napoleon and wherever napoleon is there is the

applause and wherever miss anthony is there is the

head of the woman suffrage movement

applause

I
nogi
1
1895
WE 2461 nog
oct
noal
no9l

kimball herself by this time was also venerable and much admired and could be
suffrage
rage
considered at a position at the head of the table of relief society and suff
Tage leadership
in

utah at that time sarah kimball was successful as a leader and rhetor because she

knew her audience well she was focused with her purpose took advantage of timing and

developed leadership skills that allowed her to continually expand the sphere of
usefulness both for herself and others

even in her most mystical rhetoric and her most transcendent actions kimball
was always sturdily grounded in practicality by recognizing the needs of
her
other
aud
community
ence comm
audiencecommunity
audience
encecomm
unity whether those needs were intellectual spiritual political or
1

temporal in this way she is illustrative of walter fishers claim about rhetorics
essential purpose

rhetorical experience

is more usefully viewed ontologically than

put
epistemologically
another way rhetorical experience is most fundamentally a
symbolic transaction in and about social reality

fisher

17

in summarizing their collection of essays on nineteenth century american

oratorical culture oark
clark
dark and halloran formulate a theory of how history can particularly
enrich the rhetorical study of public discourse

history in Fouc
foucaulfs
foucaults
aults terms should not recount the necessary birth of
truth and values it should become a differential knowledge of energies
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and failings heights and de
degenerations
generations poisons and antidotes its task is
to become a curative science

it can do that by tracing the descent of

ted in ways that foreground
inherited
rhetorical theories and practices we have finhen
inhen

the cultural forces to which they were responses and the social purposes
they served another way is to expose in particular cases the general

principles involved in the relation of public discourse and its culture
principles that can help us be more jjudicious
udicious in our own rheton
cal
cai theory
cheton
rhetorical
and practice 249
the cultural
of
ofthe
this thesis has been a study of the particular case of sarah kimball odthe

forces

the history behind and the context surrounding of the social purposes that

shaped the function and forms of
her public discourse and the general principles that
other
shaped her rhetorical practice
in an 1891 letter to a fellow utah suffragist kimball echoes scriptural injunctions
by calling down

gods blessing on those who understood her mission of social and

for
women those who have ears to hear eyes to see and hearts
advancement
tual
tuai
spiritual
spin
to understand and they understand the voice of the good shepherd who is calling his

daughters into broader fields where they can breathe purer air and clothe themselves with
more self respect

letter

1891

balls
balis
alFs
both Kimb
kimbalfs
airs ceremonial and agitation rhetoric
kimballs
Kimbails

draw on traditional sacred narrative elaborate her own theological discussions make use

ofsermomc
of
sermonic power to enact social change and establish her right as a woman to speak on
any matter in which she is fitted to excel
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kimball speaks exhortation edification and comfort to her listeners certainly
she always recognizes the connection between belief and action which places her in

interaction with her community and with the divine always the appropriate position for a
I

ipreacher
preacher to take

for kimball the purpose underlying her faith her words and her

works was always clear her ultimate goal as expressed in her musing on the importance
tuai understanding is the divine refinement of that interaction
tual
spiritual
of spin

when through our spiritual nature we are in communion with god we are
drawing nearer and nearer to each other and our words and works will
blend more and more harmoniously until earths dutiful children

recognizing universal spiritual kinship hail the peaceful millennial dawn
and participate in the triumphant reign of our god and

his christ

higbee 145

appendix
selected publications of sarah M kimball

table of contents
fifteenth ward relief society anniversary address 17 march 1868
1873 three loose pages inserted in volume
RS minutes 1868
18681873

146

ceremony
cornerstone
society
storehouse
address
relief
RS minutes 12 november 1868

147

A chapter in the

woman

physiology
woman

s

naoma
ofnaoma
life of

148

exponent vvl1 142 no 18

15

fob
feb

18
73
1873
151

s

va
exponent v284
v2 84 no

11

1I 1I

I
1 1

nov 18
73
1873

B biography
og
ography
auto
autobiography
raphy

152

1

woman

s

exponent v

phelps centennial address
woman s exponent v

12 no77
noa
no

Sept embel 1883
september

1 1I

5511

155
noa
18 no7
no 7 p 50

1 1I

september 1889

greeting to fellow suffragists
woman s exponent v 18 no

157
18 p 139 15

february 1890

mans advice about woman suffrage
woman s exponent vv20
20 0noo 100 dec 1891 81
82
8182

158

our sixth sense or the sense of spiritual understanding
woman s exponent v23
23 no 18 15 apn
1895
251
25
april
aan

igo
160

reply to

A

1

1

1

spelling and punctuation in all documents have been standardized unless otherwise noted

higbee 146

fifteenth ward relief society anniversary address
17

march 1868

gentlemen and ladies
you are perhaps all aware what our object is in meeting together this evening
jan
2
1857 the good
this
the
society
ward
the
of
female
since
relief
in
organization
that has been done if past my eulogism it is something long to be remembered the
disadvantages under which they labored and the many obstacles that beset their way were
not sufficiently great to deter them or retard their progress in their good work we are
now a new society although on the same basis the ward as most of the members of it
have been greatly blessed through the beneficence of an all merciful father since that
goal
we
all
for
same
the
are
each striving to emulate the other in
competitors
time
the good to accrue from our meeting together we are laboring for the good of
humanity for our own advancement as well as for the good of others
it is a saying old and ante
tnte
trite that union is strength we are united therein probably
godas
lies the secret of our success we san
ve to do what will be approved of by god
as well
stn
strive
as to merit the approbation of the just and good for the world we care not we live for
those who love us and the good we may through our untiring
untinng efforts be able to
accomplish we wish to do what will secure for us a name and a place that will live after
wee have passed away the golden rule says as you would that others should do unto
you do ye even so unto them if we remember to extend the hand of kindness to those
inho
nnho
ho are needy and suffering we may not be forgotten by our god when the day of
adversity comes
to those who sanctioned and assisted us in our endeavors to establish a model
society allow me in behalf of this society to tender to you our most sincere and heartfelt
thanks if in our endeavors that everything should be pleasant and agreeable we have
overlooked that which we should have remembered be lenient with us and know that it is
an error of the head and not of the heart
17th
17
1868
written march
19th
19
1868
march
read
by miss hattie C jones
sec y for the FR
F R society
15 ward
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address delivered at the laying of the cornerstone of the storehouse
by president SM kimball
appear before you on this interesting occasion in behalf of the female relief
society to express thanks to almighty god that the wheels of progress have been
permitted to run until they have brought us to a more extended field of useful labor for
female minds and hands
it will readily be admitted that womans
comans allotted sphere of labor is not sufficiently
god
all
to
her
to
her
and
varied
enable
extensive
exercise
given powers and faculties in a
manner best calculated to strengthen and develop the perfect woman nor are her labors
made sufficiently remunerative to afford her that independence compatible with true
womanly dignity
we realize that the practical part of this theory unless wisely conducted may
subject us to criticisms and censure but the consciousness that our efforts are in the
direction of human progress and universal good will bring us the boon
which nothing earthly gives or can destroy
the souls calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy
in the history of this people it has been my privilege to witness not the laying of
the comer stone but the ever memorable dedication of the comparatively small but
1
I
was present at the laying of the comer stone and
grand and imposing K
kirtland
temple
irtland
1
nauvoo
the
more
magnificent
the dedication of
temple and in our advancing history I
witnessed the laying of the comer stone of the great temple now in progress of erection
in this city
1
and
gratitude I stand upon this
another step and with feeling of humility
consecrated rock and contemplate the result of the completion of this unpretending
1
edifice which I will here call our store the upper story of which will be dedicated to
1
worship to art and to science the lower story to commerce and trade I view this as a
preliminary or stepping stone to similar structures on a grander scale
the object of the building is to enable the society to more perfectly combine their
labors their means their tastes and their talents for improvement physically socially
morally intellectually spiritually and financially and for more extended usefulness
many gentlemanly citizens kindly proffer their aid in forwarding this enterprise
felt thanks we feel
heartfelt
to them in behalf of the cause for which we labor we extend heart
that our friends
fnends
frends who so kindly patronize us will expect much at our hands we promise
you our best endeavors to meet your warmest expectations but we ask you mercifully to
remember that the merchants counting table is a new seat for us to occupy hence as
as
sex
pioneers
for
or
our
explorers in this department of female labor in this territory we
ppioneers
ioneers
beg you not to be too severe in your criticisms but show your magnanimity by giving us
an approving look and an occasional encouraging word with such help and the
continued blessing of god we have all confidence that we shall be enabled to extend
variously needed relief and make our labors a blessing to the cause of humanity
1I
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A

naoma
chapter in the life of
ofnaoma

naoma was the daughter of
of rochester new york where
some of her family still reside
she
married her husband was a moral man a
skillful mechanic and a good financier
she an industrious frugal and loving wife
A few short years of labor and love
crowned with the blessing of home with
all its endearing
endean ng surroundings and
appertunances sic caused her heart to
swell with uncontrollable joy as she
contemplated the haven of domestic bliss
repose
now
might
she
which
in
but a missionary came he said
my friends 1I come to you in the name of
my master to offer you a commission to
labor in the vineyard of the lord but
know that the alter sic of sacrifice
wil
be
you
that
required to
it
accompanies
sacrifice all that you now hold dear the
conditions imply that you of your own
free will give yourselves your affections
your time your all to him to whom all
rightfully belong
persons and all things n
they accepted the commission
with its conditions laid their friends and
their possessions on the alter and
few
journeyed to kirtland ohio where a fel
fen
who had accepted the same commission
had preceded them
freely they had
god
w
e
as
was
received freely they must give
gi
not respecter of persons this commission
masut
msut be offered to all people the harvest
naomas
was great and the laborers few nacomas
husband must take a mission to europe
she must do the best she could in a little
rented house with three little mouths to
fill six little feet to shoe and all the
etceteras thereunto belonging no matter
she had a light heart and a ready hand her
husband was on duty he would honor his

god
and
would bless his
commission
labors her duties would be made light
they would be happy and they were
happy as their letters filled with affection
confidence and good cheer constantly
fi ed
testified
testi
years sped swiftly by and
sacrifice was almost forgotten in the joys
of the return but once enlisted the armor
must not be laid off sin must be
combatted at home and abroad A mission
to the new england states came their
neighbors did not like their commission
missouri would not be told that if
she sinned the hand of an avenging god
would be stretched out over her these
commissioners were driven into illinois
I
i
familyy
with an increased fam
increased poverty and decreased bodily
health our heroine was here her wifely
confidence motherly devotion and
christian sic resignation were subjects of
1

and admiration for her
acquaintances the light which they had
received must not be hid
the
commission must be held up here the
world must be reproved for sin and
warned of a judgment to come
nacomas
naomas husband must fill another
european
the
among
nations the
mission
peaceful trust that pervaded her bosom
made the little log cabin with its shake
floor in which she and her sick children
were left a kind of paradise to her she
could make the rough places smooth for
his sake and the causes they had
espoused
again the husband returned he
erected a commodious dwelling which
they soon filled with home comforts the
blessed reunion had almost removed the

remark
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traces of anxious care that were becoming
nacomas
naomas countenance she
on
visible
thanked god that he had enabled her if
not joyfully uncomplainingly to take the
her goods to endure the scoffs
spoiling of
other
of friends and breast the storms of
adversity
she felt that she had passed
through the furnace of affliction and no
more could be required of woman
poor naoma she knew not all
her cup were not yet drained
other
the dregs of
her husband he to whom she could ever
trustingly confide any thoughts and who
had ever thus trustingly confided in her
became suddenly silent and thoughtful
his steps became heavier and his head
more bowed if she surprised a look of
tender compassion bent upon her it was
instantly averted her heart was pained
with the weight that she could see and
feel resting upon her husbands mind but
she could not discern its nature she
sought his confidence he evaded her
1I
he
said
sought
she
in
again
inquiries
quines
cannot reveal to you the burden of my
thoughts to make you unhappy months
rolled by she sought his confidence the
third time he repulsed her she tried to
reason her husband was a good man and
therewith she ought to be content she
would not be an exacting wife she would
try to discipline her mind to rest satisfied
such a victory was easier sought than
achieved her unconquerable heart would
yearn for that reciprocal
rebel it would yeam
trust which she felt was essential to
preserve the oneness that constituted
connubial bliss
was the equilibrium of
her mind
other
which had been so long disturbed never to
9
be restored9
restored
one morning in early spnng
spang her

husband went to a southern settlement to
susan dean called naoma
preach
received her kindly even cordially but the
sadness that pervaded the atmosphere of
her person was sensibly felt by susan
she said my dear friend you are not well
to day let me do something for you
today
naoma tried to smile said her ailment was
only a fearful foreboding of an
undefinable something that made her so
miserable that she sometimes feared the
evil one had put his finger in her pie but
she could not eat in the morning they
would have a cup of tea and then she
would feel better
the water in the
polished tea kettle was soon boiled and a
snow white napkin spread on the teaboard
on which was placed some temptingly
nice bread butter and plum preserves
susan pronounced the tea just the right
flavor but naoma could not eat susan
marveled and bade her friend good bye
naoma opened a book it seemed
mockery no writer had ever felt as she
felt she hoped not and if not they could
have no sympathy with her what could
dog she folded her arms and gave her
she do
mind a few moments to a new train of
thought why had she not brought the
jesus9
jesus
burden of the soul to the feet of jesusa
there she could be understood there she
had ever found succor comfort strength
as her circumstances had required there
she would bring this her great sorrow
she retired to a silent recess tears
of contrition filled her eyes while with
low and tremulous voice she pleaded with
the father in the name of the son to show
her wherein she was unworthy that she
might repent make a just restitution and
be enabled to discharge the duties she
owed to herself to her husband family
and to the world in a manner acceptable
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to god

and said
A sweet voice from the celestial

court notified her that her petition was
heard that the offering of her contrite
heart was accepted and that the channel of
communication was now open on the
1
holy communion I draw the curtain for
half an hour
naoma appeared in the midst of
her household with a new peace in her
soul which spoke its own language
through her countenance her husband
returned from the neighboring settlement
where he had been to preach and she met
him with smiles and tears he took her
hand carefully in his and asked what has
happened to you during my absence
and she answered only that the lord
has deigned to reveal to me the secret you
sought to keep
they both wept at
length he said naoma could you bear
it
she replied the subject is so sacred
so solemn that 1I cannot converse upon it
1I
now
he said will leave you for an
hour during which time we will pray for
ourselves and each other then
perad
peradventure
cerad venture we may talk together
there came an end to even that
hour her husband entered her apartment

naoma

how do you feel by this time
1I
cannot define
she replied

my feelings farther than this know you
1
to be a servant of the most high I know
1
I
god
god
is
your
that the
of abraham
know he is a wise dictator and wherein
1
I
are
my
wish you
ways
ways
as
not
his
to heed his dictations regardless of me
1
in spite of all my good resolutions I
formed before the lord 1I find myself
weak before you bear with me dear
1
a
few
months and I trust you
husband
will find me stronger
three months later naoma
caressed her fifth child and her husband
said can you now kneel with me at the
sacred alter and there in the presence of
god angels and witnesses of your own
free will and choice give to me wives
naoma breathed a little shorter but
answered unhesitatingly yes sir and
bless you and bless them and thank god
1
that I have the privilege
did naoma still love her husband
reveren
ced
reverenced
her own words were that she reverencer
him now
1I

B
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physiology
it is not the object of the writer to present
a code of physiological laws but to call
attention to the necessity of having this
branch of science more generally taught in
our schools
human physiology is a history of
the functions uses of the various organs
which constitute the human body of their
mechanism their dependencies upon and
relations to each other
great need exists with a majority
of people of all localities of a knowledge
of a correct system of physiology no
person can understandingly apply
grammatical or mathematical rules which
they have never learned neither can a
person make the most and best of life

without

learning

lifes
fes science

11

physiology and understandingly applying
its rules to derive from life the happiest
results is the object of all rational beings
live
we
the
condition
house
of
in
the
the body so materially affects all our
life interests that an understanding of its
parts and functions is of more than
ordinary importance
A thorough system of co
cooperative
operative
education would require initiatory lessons
to be given at home where can mild
words be found in which to refer to the
inexcusable ignorance of so many parents
upon subjects which so vitally concern

their happiness and well
being in their
wellbeing
present lives and in their future
9
generations9
generations
we study the biography of noted
men and women with interest sometimes
with profit but if one study must be
neglected it should not be the study of our
inner selves on which depends so much
of the life health happiness longevity
and consequently so much of the power of
usefulness in earth life
reader if you are acquainted with
the laws above referred to you are
required by the debt you owe to humanity
to teach them
hymenic
hygenic table
arrangements are among the most
admirable and effective first lessons in this
department of science other reforms
which these laws require may be
advantageously introduced at the fireside
and in social neighborhood intercourse
the field is white and the laborers
are few dear reader will you study and
labor to help to improve the condition of
our kindred the human family9
family if so you
have the co
cooperation
operation of
SARAH M KIMBALL

higbee 152

auto biography
autobiography
am the daughter of oliver
granger and lydia dibble granger was
ofphelps
phelps
bom dec 29 1818 in the town of
york
and
new
father
co
my
ontario
of
mothers eight children only myself and
two younger brothers lafayette and
my
father oliver
remain
parley
farley
granger had an interesting experience in
connection with the coming forth of the
mormon
he obtained the book
book of
a few months after its publication and
prof
york
new
at
in
city
of
the
while
motts eye infirmary he had a heavenly
my father was told by a
vision
personage who said his name was moroni
that the book of mormon about which his
mind was exercised was a true record of
great worth and moroni instructed him
my father to testify of its truth and that
he should hereafter be ordained to preach
the everlasting gospel to the children of
men moroni instructed my father to
kneel and pray moroni and another
personage knelt with him by the bedside
moroni repeated words and instructed my
father to repeat after him moroni then
stepped behind my father who was still
kneeling and drew his finger over the
three back seams of my father s coat
which my father felt very perceptibly
and said A time will come when the
saints will wear garments made without
scam
seam
moroni told him my father that
he might ask for what he most desired and
it would be granted
he asked for an
evidence by which he might know when
ile
lle
lie
he was approved of god the evidence
or sign was given and remained with him
until his dying hour being more
particularly manifest when engaged in
1I

prayer and meditation love the memory
of my father he died in kirtland ohio
august 1843 aged 47
1I was married in kirtland geauga
geaugh
1I

esq
warren
cowdery
by
ohio
na
n1
22nd 1840 to hiram kimball
september 22
ofphineas
phineas and abigail kimball
eldest son of

co

orange
co vermont
west
fairley
of
my parents had previously spent a year in
nauvoo hancock co illinois their
present stay in ohio was considered only
temporary my father sickened and died
1
there the next year I returned with my
111.
111
nauvoo
ill
ili
iii
lii three
husband to his home in
age we boarded six
marriage
weeks after my mam
months in the family of dr frederic
williams then went to housekeeping my
eldest son was bom
born in nauvoo hancock
na
n1
22nd 1841 when the
co 111
ill
lii
ili november 22
babe was three days old a little incident
1
occurred which I will mention the walls
of the nauvoo temple were about three
feet above the foundation the church
was in need of help to assist in raising the
1
temple walls I belonged to the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints my
husband did not belong to the church at
1
that time I wished to help on the temple
but did not like to ask my husband who
owned considerable property to help for
my sake
my husband came to my bedside
and as he was admin
ng our three days old
admiring
adain
1
darling I said what is the boy worth
1
is
he
know
worth
he replied 0
dont
01
1
I said
a great deal
Is he worth a
yes
thousand dollars
the reply was
more than that if he lives and does well
1I said
half of him is mine is it not
yes 1I suppose so
1I
then have
something to help on the temple
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yes
1
I
and
pleasantly
i
ght
right
think of turning my share n
aht in as
tithing
well ill think about that
soon after the above conversation
mr kimball met the prophet joseph
president
of the church and said
smith
sarah has got a little the advantage of me
you have9
havea
have

this time she proposes to turn out the boy
president
smith
as church property
1I
the joke and said
seemed pleased with thejoke
accept all such donations and from this
day the boy shall stand recorded church
then turning to willard
property
richards his secretary he said make a
record of this and you are my witness
joseph smith then said major mr
nauvoo
in
the
was
legion
kimball
major
you now have the privilege of paying
500 and retaining possession or
receiving 500 and giving possession
mr kimball asked if city property was
good currency president smith replied
that it was then said mr kimball how
will that reserve block north of the temple
president
suit9
suita
smith replied it is just
suit
sult
what we want the deed was soon made
out and transferred in due form
president smith said to me you
have consecrated your first born son for
1
I
the
are
you
blessed
this
of
lord bless
you in the name of the lord god of
1
I
jacob
and
of
and
abraham of isaac
seal upon you all the blessings that pertain
your
name shall be handed
to the faithful
down in honorable remembrance from
generation to generation
your son shall live and be a
blessing to you in time and an honor and
glory to you throughout the endless
eternities changes to come he shall be
girded about with righteousness and bear
the helmet and the breastplate of war
you shall be a blessing to your companion
11

and the honored mother of a noble
you
shall stand as a savior to
posterity
your fathers house and receive an
1
everlasting salvation which I seal upon
you by the gift of revelation and by virtue
and authority of the holy priesthood
vested in me in the name of jesus christ
early in the year 1842 joseph
of marriage
smith taught me the principle ofmarriage
for eternity and the doctrine of plural
marriage he said that in teaching this he
realized that he jeopardized his life but
god had revealed it to him many years
before as a privilege with blessing now
god had revealed it again and instructed
him to teach it with commandment as the
church could travel progress no farther
without the introduction of this principle
1I asked him to teach it to someone else
he looked at me reprovingly and said
tog
will you tell me who to teach it to god
to
to
you and leave
teach
me
it
requires
you with the responsibility of believing or
1I
disbelieving he said will not cease to
pray for you and if you will seek unto
god in prayer you will not be led into
temptation
in the summer of 1843 a maiden
lady miss cooke was seamstress for me
and the subject of combining our efforts
for assisting the temple hands came up in
conversation she desired to be helpful
1
I
told her I
but had no means to furnish
would furnish material if she would make
some shirts for the workmen it was then
suggested that some of our neighbors
might wish to combine means and efforts
with ours and we decided to invite a few
to come and consult with us on the subject
of forming a ladies society
the
neighboring sisters met in my parlor and
1
decided to organize I was delegated to
call on sister eliza R snow and ask her to
1
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by laws
write for us a constitution and bylaws
and submit them to president joseph
our
next
to
thursdays
smith pnor
prior
anor
meeting she cheerfully responded and
when she read them to him he replied that
the constitution and bylaws
by laws were the
best he had ever seen
but he said
this is not what you want tell the sisters
their offering is accepted of the lord and
he has something better for them than a
1
I
invite them all to
written constitution
meet with me and a few of the brethren in
the masonic hall over my store next
1
I will organize
and
thursday afternoon
the women under the priesthood after the
pattern of the priesthood
he further
said the church was never perfectly
organized until the women were thus
organized
he wished to have sister
emma smith elected to preside in
fulfillment of the revelation which called
her an elect lady
in the wanderings and persecutions
1
I
the
of
church have participated and in
the blessings endowments and holy
1
I
that
and
anointings
anoint ings
precious promises
1
have received to sorrow I have not been
a stranger but 1I only write this short
1
sketch to instruct and happify so I will
skip to salt lake city september 1851
with my two sons hiram and oliver my
widowed mother lydia dibble granger
anna robbins a girl that lived with me
ed my youngest
mamed
nine years and mam
brother and my two brothers lafayette
my
granger
B
and parley
husband was
farley
detained in new york city and had
become financially much embarrassed
the next year he came to me financially
ruined and broken in health

engaged in school teaching in the
14th ward to sustain and educate my
14
25 00 per
family my salary was only 2500
25.00
2500
month but that was much to us at that
time
april ist 1854 my youngest son
1
was bom I discontinued school three
months then opened school in my home
1I taught eight years
1I should have remarked that on
1I sold our fit out team etc
here
arriving
for a comfortable little home this 1I have
always considered providential
the
indian agent gave me a nine years old wild
1
girl
indian
whom I educated and raised
1
at
she died nineteen I named her kate
my mother who had lived with me
20 years died in 1861 aged 73
my husband was drowned march
14 1863 in the pacific ocean by the
wreck of the steamer ida hancock off the
coast of san pedro on his way to the
sandwich islands aged 62
1I was elected president of the 17
17th
1I

ward relief society february
in december 1865 a little girl was
ath 1857
77th

brought to me whom 1I adopted

november

13

1868

a silver

trowel and mallet were furnished me and
assisted by a master mason and
surrounded by an assemblage of people 1I
had the honor of laying the comer
corner stone of
the first relief society buli
ding erected
bjuilding
bullding
bullying
bull
buil
in this dispensation

SARAH M KIMBALL
KJMBALL
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phelps centennial

mrs
S M kimball of salt
bv
address
kindred friends and fellow
felloe citizens

on this centennial occasion we assemble
with hearts throbbing with sympathy to
honor the memory of our ancestors the
pioneers of phelps and the defenders of
our national flag
1
As I tread this to me sacred soil
1I
gaze in retrospect on scenes of
1
childhood I see my great grandfather
granger
he leans upon his staff
elisha
bowed with the weight of many years of
earthly pilgrimage he died in the home
granger
pierce
grandfather
my
of
1I remember the home with its large
back log and foreplace with backlog
kitchen fire
fireplace
stick and before the fire suspended a
1
revolving sparerib of savory smell I
remember the crane with its S shaped
kettle
hooks on which we hung the tea
teakettle
and iron pot and on the coals in the
spacious chimney comer bake kettle and
skillet were preparing their contributions
for table supplies of the persons present
1I
only remember the face of my
grandfather my last remembrance of him
is in a log school house in sodus
Is
worshiping at the cross of christ and
trying to lead sinners to repentance
earlier than my day an event
I
am requested to
transpired of which
voice is
nature s forces gods volce
speak
ever prompting progressive souls to march
forward and occupy new fields which lead
on to physical moral intellectual and
spiritual achievement one progressive
step ever paves the way for another
adam after the garden was
prepared and beautified sent a dispatch
1

lake city utah

eve
for E
ve she came and amid sorrow and
ive
gladness they planted their posterity on
earths virgin soil
the branches ran over the wall
our forefathers in frail barks traversed the
mighty deep and if our fore
foremothers
mothers did
not accompany them they followed to
this to them new world they planted
newt
colonies amid great difficulties on new
En
englands shore
some of new En
englands sons
among them my grandfather pierce
granger impelled by the same progressive
spirit pressed their way onward through
what was then the western wilds to what
is now proudly termed the empire state
As the pioneer fathers made their
uncertain and many times perilous way
they thoughtfully and carefully marked the
1
trees that their track might be followed I
am told that after the rough log cabin had

glands

glands

been constructed my grandfather
after the fashion of
grandmother
mother eve left the home of rest and
plenty to follow her earthly lord through
the dark shadowed woodland hills rocks
and rivers obstructed the unbroken
poisonous serpents and
pathway
ferocious beasts added terror to the
journey as the slow ox team made its
laborious way by the sunlight but the
darker picture is the night scene the
weary oxen must be unyoked from the
wood shod sledge and as the darkness
gathers around and the gloom deepens the
pilgrim
woman
tries
to
the
regulate
P
beatings of
her agitated heart the wolves
other
begin to howl the woman in the anguish
her loneliness and with a sense of the
of
other
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perilous condition prays that the god of
love and power will protect her and hers
be
to
seem
wolves
howling
the
continually increasing in numbers and to
come nearer and more near none but the
pioneers realize the tedious lingering
hours of such experiences nor yet the
heartfelt insense sic of praise that
ascends as the daylight appears
the pioneer woman of phelps
trusting in god and such skill as the
untutored aborigines could afford met the
responsibilities of motherhood and made
it possible that you and 1I might have
existence in these earthly tabernacles the
record of such heroism is preserved in the
archives of heaven the true pioneer
woman has an intuitive sense of the future
and she uncomplainingly endures such
hardships privations and self denials as
her pathway may bring to her she says
redown to
let the result of my pilgrimage bedown
the good of posterity and to thee father
and mother god be the glory given
in the heavens are parents single
no the thought makes reason stare
truth is reason truth eternal
tells me ive a mother there
of the memorial monument
precious because of the affection which
prompted its erection the pioneers take
special note and the account will be found
on the credit side of the great ledger

the picture presented by the grand
procession is sublime and awe inspiring
As the hearts of the children are
this day turned lovingly to the parents so
the hearts of the parents are lovingly
turned to the children in their spirit bodies
they are present with us and the smile of
their approbation gladdens our hearts
the remembrance of this
centennial celebration its greetings and
reminiscences will be recalled by us and
the report will be remembered by our
children for ages to come
we can best honor the memory of
our pioneer progenitors by exploring and
opening further fields of usefulness and
being diligent in the cultivation thereof
let us ever remember that our
eternal interests are identified with those
that have gone before and that they
cannot be made perfect without us neither
can we be made perfect without them in
closing we bless the memory of our
ppioneer
loneer fathers and mothers and ask the
citizens of beloved phelps to accept
grateful thanks

june 17
1889
171889
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greeting
fellow
felloe suffragists of utah
in this first month of the new year take pleasure in extending to you kindest greeting
and sympathy in your labors for the re enfranchisement of the women of utah and for the
enfranchisement of all intelligent women of every land and clime
education and agitation are our best weapons of warfare we can best educate
through organization therefore the necessity of thorough organization and active interest in
the different localities believing
beile ing that the best results follow the deliberations of men and
belle
belie
women we favor the admission of men as members of the association
interest is awakened and the best good seems to follow a systematic course of
political study commencing with the constitution of the united states followed by the
study of municipal county territorial state and national government
just and equitable government is essential to happy homes and refined society we
are steadily approaching the looked for time when women will as they should have a voice
in the political conditions that so vitally effect them and theirs
it is an important part of womans
comans work to help to establish purity in politics and
to establish an equal code for men and women let the good work of the past year encourage
us to further effort and perseverance the price of liberty is eternal vigilance
S
M KJMBALL
KIMBALL
SM
pres womans
comans suffrage association of utah
1I

jan 15
1890
151890
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reply to A

mans advice about woman suffrage

MR DP FELT
DEAR SIR
my attention has been called to
suffrage
your opinion of woman suffrage5
published in the WOMANS EXPONENT
15th
15
suffragists do not
sufftagists
of november
call
to
are
you
pleased
what
recognize
honid
homd
conid men hence you have no fear of
hamd
being laughed at true suffragists love all
men and all women and labor as best they
can with the sickly tools they are allowed
to use for the educational uplifting of
humanity
women as a rule have listened to
voice of men and have been
the asserting volce
led by their precepts too long it has
5

slowly

dawned

upon

womans
comans

understanding that man as a ruler is weak
in many respects very weak and
unreliable remember we love him still
and she has been compelled for the good
of the great family to explore new paths
leading to broader fields of helpfulness
women will make mistakes and profit by
them all along the unbroken pathway but
never so fatally disastrous mistakes as
men have made while holding exclusive
power
you assert that suffrage advocates
take a wrong shoot start out on leaves or
small branches they must change tactics
etc this reminds me of early colonial
bistor
histor
history did our forefathers when they
struck for freedom ask their usurping
oppressors what shoot they should take
you
adopts
what tactics they should adopt9
adopt
complain that your suffrage friends turn
1
from you disgruntled I think they turn
pityingly
you say in substance suffragists
will amount to nothing until they lay
NI

foundations on which it will take at least
two generations to build a structure that
ns of ridicule that
will stand the ston
storms
today beat upon our frail house and cause
either depression or the entire crash of the
structure
the sure foundations of the
suffrage cause were deeply and
17th of march
permanently laid on the 17
1842 and the structure is far advanced it
is too stately and strong to be even
depressed by any lingering effort with the
weak weapon ridicule
your advice to suffragists to turn
their attention to the education of their
girls is appreciated but we have our own
ideas about the nature of their graduating
papers the routine must contain lessons in
moral courage energy of purpose and
power of execution these must be taught
as among the womanly graces essential to
success in life
you say do not teach them to be
burly policemen my dear sir if the
members of the police force are burly
there is a crying wrong to be righted my
daughter or yours may be placed in
circumstances where they are liable to
arrest are we willing that a coarse
ungentlemanly man should have this
charge9
daughter or sister in charged
charge this is one
of the conditions in which the policeman
should not be without the policewoman
again the police force have access
to dens of infamy where husbands
brothers and sons resort you would have
woman wear the long nights her health
and her hope away in unavailing anguish
of soul and have written on her tomb stone
1
died of heartfailure
heart failure I would teach my
daughter to cultivate the womanly courage
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to accompany the police to the den of vice
and help to rescue the inmates it is to be
provo
has no need of women
hoped that
1
police I sorrowingly write that at the
present time salt lake city has great need
of women police boston chicago and

matrona
other cities have police matrons
suffragists are next told not to teach their
daughters that they should sit on a jury
we like to be consistently obedient by
conscientiously we have to tell our
daughters that such counsel comes from
such as have eyes open to popular
prejudice and closed to underlying
jurists in wyoming and
principle Women
womenjurists
womenjunsts
in kansas have made creditable records
no woman ever was or ever will be tried
by a jury of her peers when the jury is

composed

exclusively

of men

consistency is a jewel if there are any
improper jury laws they must be amended
improperjury
any man suitable to sit in judgment on a
a
will
as
trial
triai
gentlemen in
much
be
jury
a
as
a
j
a ury
or
theatre
room
box
ury
in
jury
jury
i
box or a ball room thirdly we must not
say it is our right to sit on the judges
bench
nota
not9 deborah judged israel
why not
forty years and israel was blessed with a
peaceful reign our nearer neighbor esther
moms
morris occupied the judges bench
creditably in wyoming territory she is
reputed to have passed justiudgment
just judgment in all
cases tried before her she passed the sad
ordeal of sentencing a man to the gallows
with this experience she was no less the
lovable and loving wife mother and
grandmother nor the less discreet and
hospitable keeper of the home when she
retired from the bench she was crowned

with the appellation of a just judge at
the ratification of the admission of
wyoming as a state with equal suffrage
ex judge moms
morris aged and feeble was
wrapped in the national flag and brought
to the front to receive congratulations and
words of commendation from the
governor and other officials of the state
which were echoed by the multitude
our daughters and sons are taught
to revere the names and deeds of such
women and hand them down to posterity
with honor
lastly we are told that woman s
true position is that of mother suffragists

motherhood under proper
conditions as comans
womans crowning glory
esteem

but for millions these conditions are not
available many thousands are looking for
room to earn their bread and apparel and
asking custom to allow them to choose
their husbands control their persons and
participate with their kinsmen in their
highest aspirations for the good of the
home the church the state and for
humanity such women will be help
meets suitable for noble men they will
earn the sympathy confidence and ever
abiding love of their husbands brothers
and sons and the respect of the good and
true as far as their sphere influence
extends
their noble emancipated
daughters will rise up and call them
blessed lifes environments will thus
become purer and far more harmonious

SARAH M KJMBALL
KIMBALL
salt lake city nov 30 1891
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our sixth sense or the sense of spiritual understanding
women
the
triennial council of
read at
21 1895
in washington february 27

come holy spirit heavenly dove
with all thy quickening powers
kindle a flame of sacred love
in these cold hearts of ours
it is proper on occasions like this
to consider such topics as shall be of the
highest benefit to womankind and to my
mind it is fitting to discuss here that
capacity of mind in which woman is preeminently fitted to excel
the
tuai
contemplation of the sense of spiritual
spin tual
understanding first gives me a sense of my
littleness and inability then encourages
me in the attempt to express a few
thoughts on this absorbing theme
this faculty like our physical
sense is susceptible to cultivation its
possibilities are limitless it is the cause
least understood it is the divine of our
nature it brings to our understanding
things not seen with the natural eye or
discerned by mortal mind it extends our
with the eyes and
correspondences
senses of our physical self we are in
correspondence with our physical
tuai eyes and
tual
surroundings with our spin
spintual
senses awakened and cultivated we come
into communion with infinitude
the sixth sense links mortal with
fies in
testifies
immortal existence it testi
unmistakable language of the immortality
of the soul it educates exalts and refines
those that heed its whisperings and follow
iding influence this sense leads to
guiding
its gu
or understanding
blissful heights of supen
superior
teaches the secrets of ever existent life
our relationship to the past present and

future and brings us into harmony with
the infinite fountain of life and
intelligence it illumines the soul that
cultivates it purifies thoughts and actions
enlarges the sphere of comprehension and
exalts the aspirations
its continued
exercise brings its possessor nearer and
nearer to the throne of the almighty
those who answer the whisperings
of this sense are sympathetically drawn
toward each other as exemplified in the
religious congress held in chicago in
1893 where religious pilgrims and would
be reformers from all lands and of all
creeds met and harmonized in a bond of
love
this was notably true of the
womans
comans department of the memorable

congress

the

light of this sense has been
fore
foreshadowed
foreshadower
shadowed in various ages of the
worlds
orlds history in the nineteenth century
the searchlight
search light of religion philosophy
and science have united in exploring an
untrodden pathway toward the haven of
light which is inextinguishable
tuai
spintual
the legitimate exercise of spiritual
spin tual
power obtained through the operations of
this sense puts the individual in
possession of keys of knowledge and
i
Im w
I th addia
I onal
I ability
him
clothes hi
with
addit
onai respons
additional
respens
bility
responsibility
relating to the enlightenment and elevation
of the human family
they that seek by faith and
1

1

1

1

higbee
earnest prayer find the light that leads to
the golden gate they that knock with
study and faiths assurance have the
narrow way opened to them and are
received into communion with the infinite
father and mother are permitted to enter
hallowed mansions to attend the school of
the prophets and by advancing steps to
reach the school of the gods where they
learn the processes by which worlds are
organized by the combining of eternal
intelligent obedient elements the uses for
which worlds are called into existence the
manner in which they are controlled and
the laws of progression by which all
beings and animate things are perfected
fied in their respective spheres
glorified
and glon
gion
tuai
tual nature
spiritual
when through our spin
we are in communion with god we are
drawing nearer and nearer to each other
and our words and works will blend more
and more harmoniously until earths
dutiful children recognizing universal
spiritual kinship hail the peaceful
millennial dawn and participate in the
triumphant reign of our god and his
st
chanst
chnst
ahn
chn

expectation
of
diligent

the advanced thinkers and
workers who compose the
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womans
comans triennial council much is
your
expected
labors of preparation have
been arduous the whisperings
whispefings of this
sense have disarmed opposition and
brought you to a large measure of victory
the though wave of many a prayer is
wafred
wafted to you as inspiration and in
reciprocal order the highest expression of
your combined wisdom must radiate and
in
all the world
souls
receptive
inspire
stimulating them to higher hopes and
stronger activities in the cause of more
enlightened civilization and a more
perfect understanding of divine sci
ence as
science
revealed through our sixth sense or the
sense of spiritual understanding
in closing the wn
ter in loving
writer
sympathy asks that increased spiritual
light may illume the pathway of the
various lines of good work represented in
the triennial council

SARAH M KIMBALL

salt lake city utah
feb 1895

62
higbee 162
1

works cited
beecher maureen ursenbach eliza and her sisters salt lake city aspen books
1991

mormon
women
in
irit
spirit
and
and lavina fielding anderson sisters in St
historical
stirit
press
1987
cultural perspective urbana and chicago university of illinois

history
theory
stoy
bender john and david E wellbery eds the ends of rhetoric Hi
stos
practice stanford california stanford university press 1990
post
woman
praise
the
folly
and
offolly
modem
rhetor
the
of

patricia
nicia
nicla
ficia
bizzell Pat

quarterly
society
17
22 winter 1992 7717
rhetoric

skepticism

and bruce herzberg eds

readings from classical times
readinp
the rhetorical tradition readings

press
present
1990
to the
boston bedford books of st martins

brown joanne carlson

protestant women and social reform

in our own voices

rosemary
womens
religious
writing
centuries
american
of
cious
clous
radford
four
reli
reil
rell rious
rosemary
san
eds
and
Harper Collins
keller
skinner
francisco harpercollins
ruether
publishers 1995
249
262
249262
1995249
1995249262

campbell karlyn kohrs man cannot speak for her A critical study of early feminist

rhetoric

2

press
greenwood
new
york
1989
vols

womens
carter kathryn and carole spitzack eds doing
on
doinp
communication
research
doina
perspectives on theory
ablee publishing 1989
theos and method norwood NJ ablex

gregory
and
clark
oark
dark

S

nical
fical culture in nineteenth century
ficai
michael halloran eds Orato
oratorical

practice
nica
and
fica transformations in the theory
Arne
america
of rhetoric carbondale
theos

press
1993
southern illinois university

higbee 163
jill
mulvay
derr

sarah M kimball

provo
sister saints vicky burgess olson ed

press
young
1978 23
40
university
2340
utah brigham

strength in our union the making of mormon sisterhood

sisters in spirit
spint

mormon women in
in historical and cultural perspective maureen ursenbach

beecher and lavina fielding anderson eds urbana and chicago university of
press
1987 153
207
illinois
153207

janath russell cannon and maureen ursenbach beecher women of covenant

story
company
society
S
1992
city
salt
of
deseret
book
lake
relief
the
s
dobris
dobn catherine A
doan

for gender

year
in the
of big sister toward a rhetorical theory accounting
doing research on womens communication perspectives on

theory and method kathryn carter and carole spitzack eds norwood NJ
ablex
ablee publishing corporation 1989
postmodernity
postmodemitv
modernity and the subject of
faigley lester fragments of rationality Post

press
1992
composition pittsburgh university of pittsburgh
ning
fing scott H ed
Faul
faulring

an

prop
het s record
Pron
american prophet
prophets

journals
and
diaries
of
the

joseph smith salt lake city signature books 1989

fifteenth ward relief society minutes unpublished record microfilm copy located in
the

LDS church historical department archive salt lake city utah

fisher walter R human communication as narration toward a philosophy of reason
press
1987
value and action columbia SC university of south carolina

higbee 164
K
foss sonja
sonia

women priests in the episcopal church A cluster analysis of
and ed
rhetorical criticism exploration & practice 2nd

establishment rhetoric

press
prospect heights illinois waveland
inc 1996

gnmes
gaimes
gfimes ronald L beginnings
I
bev innings Iinn ritual studies
1

1

an
2nd
and
2n ed

C
Col
lumbia SSC
coi
columbia

I
university
of
1

press
1995
south carolina

grimke sarah

sexes
woman
the
the
and
on
the
equality
of
condition
of
letters

ahe
the
ihe

present
readings
s
reading
readinp
from
to
bizzell
classical times the
rhetorical tradition

patricia and bruce herzberg eds boston bedford books of st martins press
1990 685
696
685696

hardesty nancy A

evangelical women in our own voices four centuries of

rosemary
pious
womens
rad
ford ruether and
Reli
whitin
P
writing
writin
religious
Pad
radford
elous
american
reil
rell
rosemary skinner keller eds san francisco harpercollins
Harper
Collins publishers 1995
harpercollms
221
209
209221

hirst russel

the

sermon as public discourse austin phelps and the conservative

neteenth century america
homiletic tradition in N i nineteenth

oratorical culture in

century
nineteenth
america transformations in the theory and practice of

cheton
rheton
rhetoricc

gregory oark
clark
dark and

S

michael halloran eds carbondale southern

press
1993 78
109
78109
illinois university

jarratt susan

ms histories rhetorics
performing feminisms
feminists
Feminis

quarterly 22 winter 1992

155
1

rhetoric society

higbee 165

rosemary
own
rosemary
our
eds
and
in
skinner
radford
voices
reuther
keller
san
writing
womens
religious
W
R
us
francisco
centuries
of
american
four
Collins 1995
Harper
harpercollins
harpercollms
and
2
list
ed berkeley and
terms
A
A
Hand
handlist of rhetorical
lanham richard
n
2nd

ang
reles
angeles
los Anc

press
1991
university of california

lengle

madeleine walking on water reflections on faith & art wheaton illinois

harold shaw publishers 1972
rave orator and social
suffrage
linkugel wil A and martha solomon anna howard shaw Suff
suffrave

press
greenwood
new
york
reformer

jones
lloyd
lloydjones richard

1991 115
126
115126

from the histories of
using the history of rhetoric learning hrom

essays
arvan
in honor of winifred B
brvan homer theresa enos ed
rhetoric
press
25
1993 15
carbondale southern illinois university
1525

new
as
an
composing
devoney
essentiahst9
directions for feminist
looser
essentialist
composition theories
madsen carol cornwall in

rhetoric review

12 1993

69
54
5469

story
women
own
and
nauvoo
the
words
of
ofnauvoo salt
their

company
1994
book
city
deseret
lake
woman suffrage

new
york
cio pedia of
clo
eric
clopedia
encyclopedia
ofmormonism
macmillan
mormonism

1573
publishing company 1992 1572
15721573

peaden Cath
efine
cathenine
catherine

jane addams and the social rhetoric
chetonc of democracy
rheton

Orat oncal
oratorical

century
theory and
culture in nineteenth
america transformations in the theo
practice of rhetoric
rhetofic gregory clark and

S

michael halloran eds carbondale

press
1993 184
207
southern illinois university
184207

higbee 166
petroff elizabeth alvilda ed medieval womens visionary literature new york
press
1986
oxford university
presnell michael

narrative gender differences orality and literacy

doing

research on womens communication perspectives on theory
theon and method
theoa
N J ablex
kathryn carter and carole spitzack eds norwood NJ
ablee publishing

corporation 1989

rosemary
rosemary
own
our
and
eds
in
skinner
radford
keller
voices
ruether
writing san francisco
celip
religious
mio
wio us wr
four centuries of american womens relip
Collins publishers 1995
Harper
harpercollins
harpercollms

mary
stovall
richards

sarah M kimball

enc
new
york
cio
clo
clopedia
pedia
encyclopedia
ofmormonism
of
redia mormonism
redla

785
macmillan publishing company 1992 vol 2 784
784785

shaw anna howard

the heavenly vision

anna howard shaw Suff
rave orator and
suffrage

linkugel and martha solomon eds new york
social reformer wil A lmkugel
greenwood press 1991 115
126
115126
shipps jan

mormon
women
foreword sisters in spirit
in historical and cultural
snirit

perspective maureen ursenbach beecher and lavma
lavina fielding anderson eds
laama
press
vil
1987 vii
vn xii
xn
an
urbana and chicago university of illinois

history off the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
smith joseph jr hist
ed rev BH roberts ed salt

7

ad
vols 2d

jesus
city
church
of
christ of latter
lake
the

day saints deseret book 1974

higbee 167
stanton elizabeth cady

falls

&

address of mrs elizabeth cady stanton delivered at seneca

N Y july 19th & august 2d
ad 1848
rochester NY

new york robert J

johnston publishers 1870

stewart abigail

toward

J

a feminist strategy for studying

womens lives

women

creating
creatinp lives identities R
resilience and resistance carol E franz and abigail
J

press
san
11
35
1994
stewart eds
westview
francisco West
1135
view

women
new
york
W
1877
edward
ofmormondom
of
tullidge
mormondom
the

wells emmeline
1908

B

women
S
L
D
LDS

past
the
of

wornans
womans
exponent
Ex
Wor
nans
homans nonent

1I

and 15 june

3
13
1

president sarah M kimball

womans
comans exponent

15

78
december 1898 77
7778

higbee 168

additional bibliography
performance
prospect heights illinois waveland
As
art
verbal
bauman richard

press inc 1977

belenky mary field blythe mcvicker clinchy nancy rule goldberger and jill mattuck

ways
womens
barule
of knowing the development of self voice and mind
tarule
united states basic books inc 1986

anne bradstreet jeannine hensley ed cambridge
ojanne
bradstreet anne the works of
ofanne
mass

press
press
1967
of harvard university
the belknap

campbell karlyn kohrs man cannot speak for her A critical study of early feminist
press
greenwood
1989
rhetoric 2 vols new york

comman
doing research on womens commun
dolny
carter kathryn and carole spitzack eds doiny
i cat lon
communication
ion
perspectives on theory and method norwood NJ ablex
ablee publishing 1989

compton todd in sacred loneliness the plural wives of joseph
joseth smith salt lake

city signature books 1997
jill
mulvay the liberal shall be blessed sarah M
kimball signature books
mckimball
derr
mkimball
1981

copyn
ght
copyright
colyn
aht utah state historical society 1976 reprinted by permission

and C brooklyn derr

power
institutional

outside the mormon hierarchy alternative aspects of
dialogue

15

43
winter 198221
19822143

ways
womens
ship
advantagee
helgesen sally the female advantap
leadership
of Leader
shiR new york
doubleday 1990

new
york
Currency
inclusion
Doubleday 1995
of
web
currencydoubleday
the

higbee 169
jem broberg holzapfel women of
nauvoo
holzapfel richard nietzel and jeni
ofnauvoo salt lake

city bookcraft 1992

enia
enla

mormon
emma
enigma
hale smith
newell linda king and valeen tippetts avery
avert

garden city NY
N Y doubleday 1984

petroff elizabeth alvilda ed medieval womens Visi
visionary
ne york
onam
onan literature new
vlsi
press
1986
oxford university

mary
stovall
richards

sarah M kimball

mon
new
york
encyclopedia of
ofmormonism
Mormonism
nonism
eonism

785
macmillan publishing company 1992 vol 2 784
784785

new
york
1877
ofmormondom
tullidge edward W the women of
mormondom
press
scepter
chicago northwestern university
willeford william the fool and his
1969

gan
garry
gany
y lincoln at gettysburg the words that remade america new york
wills
simon & schuster 1992

ne york simon & schuster 1994
nex
certain trumpets the call of leaders new

