




but young as I1 was I1 entirely refused to give my assent to the
operation ie amputation but consented to their trying an ex-
perimentperiment by removing a large portion of the bone from my left
leg which they did 57

there were no anesthetics for the procedure the operation was
carried out on an awake young man restrained by his father 58

joseph s mother provided a vivid description of the operation

the surgeons commenced operating by boring into the bone of his
leg first on the one side of the bone where it was affected then on
the other side after which they broke it off with a pair of forceps
or pincers they thus took away large pieces of the bone jo-
seph immediately commenced getting better and from this on-
ward continued to mend until he became strong and healthy 59

we do not know who performed the surgery perhaps nathan
smith guided the hands of dr stone but more likely he did the
operation himself as the operation was as aggressive in degree as
the two previous attempts had been timid the procedure as de-
scribed by the mother and son did however follow the teachings
and principles laid down by nathan smith and indeed it was
successful

how do we know that smith and perkins mentioned by joseph
were the nathan smith and cyrus perkins of dartmouth medical
school there were no journals or patient files there were no ope-
rative notes operative logs or daily listings of operations or other
services what was recorded was the service and the professional
fee rendered if no fee was rendered there would not have been a
record of the serviceservice 60 careful search of the smith and perkins day

smith manuscript history of the church alA l1 p 131
the sawing of bone and the drilling of bone was not painful in itself however

the dislodgement of the fragments with ends attached to living tissue produced acute
pain william heys commented on this pain in his first patient the pain was so
great during this operation of nature ieie development of osteomyelitis that my
patient assured me that she had suffered more pain during the whole of the six
weeks than I1 had caused during the operation necessary for removing the unsound
bone see william heys abscess in the tibia with caries p 25

smith biographical sketches p 65 lucy smith did not view the procedure
as she was repeatedly excused from the room however the details she records are
highly accurate perhaps the description of the procedure presented by the surgeon
or perhaps communicated by joseph s father who restrained the boy during the opera-
tion was detailed enough to be branded into her memory

the letter of ezekiel dodge cushinggushing to his father dated 5030 october 1809 men-
tioned three medical events an operation for hernia inin barre vermont treatment
of a broken leg in a young boy and an operation for trepanning inin another young boy
smiths ledger of 1809 contains a fee for two of the three operations a fee for 25
for the hernia to a mr parker of barre vermont 23 october 1809 and a fee of 20
to samuel brown for trepanning his boy 27 october 1809 there was no fee for
the treatment of the broken leg and hence no mention of it in his ledger see account
ledger of nathan smith 1809 p 185 dartmouth college library nathan smiths
fee for surgery for osteomyelitis was 11
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books and ledgers from 1811 through 1814 did not reveal a fee for
the service recorded by joseph smith and hence no listing of the
service 61

the identification by joseph smith of a dr smith and a dr
perkins in addition to the reporting of other doctors from dart-
mouth medical school leaves little doubt as to the identity of the
physicians involved in addition there was not another surgeon
in new england who traveled with a concourse of medical students
finally the operation described by both joseph and his mother is

as good as a signature to an operative note as this was an operation
developed and perfected by nathan smith

joseph smith s wounds gradually healed and his ordeal came
to an end following proper treatment joseph however continued
to walk on crutches for three years and walked with a limp during
his adult life when sickness finally left the smith home joseph
smiths family moved to norwich vermont

in the fall of 1813 following the typhoid epidemic nathan
smith moved to new haven connecticut and accepted his appoint-
ment as professor of medicine surgery and obstetrics at the yale
medical school he continued however to give lectures at dart-
mouth until 1816 in 1817 he moved his family to new haven
connecticut where a tenth child was born in 1821 a medical school
at bowdoin college in maine was opened with nathan smith
consulting in the development of the school and giving the bulk
of the medical lectures his son nathan ryno smith had in the
meanwhile become a physician and was appointed professor of
surgery and anatomy at the new medical department of the uni-
versity of vermont in burlington nathan smith also gave lectures
in this school he continued an active career as a surgeon lecturer
and writer until his death in 1828 inin new haven

much more could be said about his life he was an expert in
many areas of surgery and medicine a master surgeon there were
few his equal in early america his influence was felt throughout
new england

there were listings howeverhoweer of services to a mr smithsm ith father of joseph
smith in the daybook of smith and perkins 181218131812 1813 p 184 there begins on
2 april 1913 a listing of fees to a mr smith father of joseph smith of this town
this would refer to a joseph smith of hanover and not lebanon the daybook no-
vember 1812 through may 1815 lists nine visits to a joseph smith beginning in
april of 1813 joseph smith was certainly a common name in new england the
1810 census of hanover grafton county new hampshire lists two joseph smiths
it is probable that the joseph smith mentioned in the smith and perkins daybooksdaybooks
was not the same joseph smith of lebanon new hampshire
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william henry welch in commenting on nathan smith s role
at yale medical school wrote the following

dr nathan smith when he came to new haven from dartmouth
was already a star of the first magnitude in the medical firmament

nathan smith shed undying glory upon the yale medical
school famous in his day and generation he is still more famous
today for he was far ahead of his times and his reputation unlike
that of so many medical worthies in the past has steadily in-
creased as the medical profession has slowly caught up with him
we now see that he did more for the general advancement of medi-
cal and surgical practice than any of his predecessors or contem-
porariesporaries in this country he was a man of high intellectual and
moral qualities of great originality and untiring energy an ac-
curate and keen observer unfettered by traditions and theory
fearless and above all blessed with an uncommon fund of plain
common sense 66262162

for members of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
it is important to realize that joseph smith received treatment that
was generations ahead of current practice and was attended to on
at least one occasion by the most highly trained and experienced
physician in northern new england who was also theonlythegnlythe only physician
in the united states who aggressively and successfully operated for
osteomyelitis and thereby prevented amputation thus joseph re-
ceived the best of care that was available for many years to come
from a giant of a man who lived taught and practiced inin hanover
new hampshire only a few miles from joseph smith s home

william henry welch the relation of yale to medicine address at the two
hundredth anniversary of the founding of yale 21 october 1901 cited in harrington
the harvard medical school 113491549349
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