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hand of God His Father, had placed His name upon the angel sent to John, and the angel 
spoke in the first person, saying "I come quickly," "I am Alpha and Omega" though he 
meant that Jesus Christ would come, and that Jesus Christ was Alpha and Omega.    

None of these considerations, however, can change in the least degree the solemn 
fact of the literal relationship of Father and Son between Elohim and Jesus Christ. 
Among the spirit children of Elohim the firstborn was and is Jehovah or Jesus Christ to 
whom all others are juniors. Following are affirmative scriptures bearing upon this great 
truth. Paul, writing to the Colossians, says of Jesus Christ: "Who is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things created, that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers; all things were created by him, and for him: And 
he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have 
the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell" 
(Colossians 1:15-19). From this scripture we learn that Jesus Christ was "the firstborn of 
every creature" and it is evident that the seniority here expressed must be with respect to 
antemortal existence, for Christ was not the senior of all mortals in the flesh. He is further 
designated as "the firstborn from the dead," this having reference to Him as the first to be 
resurrected from the dead, or as elsewhere written "the firstfruits of them that slept" (1 
Corinthians 15:20, see also verse 23); and "the first begotten of the dead" (Revelation 
1:5; compare Acts 26:23). The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews affirms the status of 
Jesus Christ as the firstborn of the spirit children of His Father, and extols the 
preeminence of the Christ when tabernacled in flesh: "And again, when he bringeth in the 
firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him" 
(Hebrews 1:6; read the preceding verses). That the spirits who were juniors to Christ 
were predestined to be born in the image of their Elder Brother is thus attested by Paul: 
"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren" (Romans 8:28, 29). John the Revelator was commanded to write 
to the head of the Laodicean church, as the words of the Lord Jesus Christ: "These things 
saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God" 
(Revelation 3:14). In the course of a revelation given through Joseph Smith in May, 
1833, the Lord Jesus Christ said as before cited: "And now, verily I say unto you, I was in 
the beginning with the Father, and am the Firstborn" (D&C 93:21). A later verse makes 
plain the fact that human beings generally were similarly existent in spirit state prior to 
their embodiment in the flesh: "Ye were also in the beginning with the Father; that which 
is Spirit, even the Spirit of truth" (verse 23).    

There is no impropriety, therefore, in speaking of Jesus Christ as the Elder 
Brother of the rest of human kind. That He is by spiritual birth Brother to the rest of us is 
indicated in Hebrews: "Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his 
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, 
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people" (Hebrews 2:17). Let it not be forgotten, 
however, that He is essentially greater than any and all others, by reason (1) of His 
seniority as the oldest or firstborn; (2) of His unique status in the flesh as the offspring of 
a mortal mother and of an immortal, or resurrected and glorified, Father; (3) of His 
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selection and foreordination as the one and only Redeemer and Savior of the race; and (4) 
of His transcendent sinlessness.    

Jesus Christ is not the Father of the spirits who have taken or yet shall take bodies 
upon this earth, for He is one of them. He is The Son, as they are sons and daughters of 
Elohim. So far as the stages of eternal progression and attainment have been made known 
through divine revelation, we are to understand that only resurrected and glorified beings 
can become parents of spirit offspring. Only such exalted souls have reached maturity in 
the appointed course of eternal life; and the spirits born to them in the eternal worlds will 
pass in due sequence through the several stages or estates by which the glorified parents 
have attained exaltation.    
      THE FIRST PRESIDENCY AND THE COUNCIL  
       OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE CHURCH  
       OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS424    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
424 As quoted in Talmage, Articles of Faith, 420-26. 
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 Figure 1. Elder James E. Talmage as a young man. Picture courtesy of 
Brigham Young University, Harold B. Lee Library, L. Tom Perry Special Collections. 
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   Figure 2. The headstone of Elder James Talmage. Picture courtesy of Brigham Young 
University, Harold B. Lee Library, L. Tom Perry Special Collections. 
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