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Scholars and interested nonscholars can now access the Dead Sea Scrolls on computer. The Foundation for
Ancient Research and Mormon Studies (FARMS), in conjunction with Brigham Young University and other
parties,1 has developed a computerized reference library of Dead Sea Scrolls materials that includes photographs
of the scrolls and scroll fragments, transcriptions of the writings on the scrolls into modern Hebrew characters
and English translations of the Hebrew.2 For the rst time, students, scholars, and informed laypersons will be able
to access the Dead Sea Scrolls quickly and effectively via the computer with the FARMS-BYU Dead Sea Scrolls
Electronic Database. The combination of modern computer power and sophisticated text-manipulating software
offers the prospect of combining all these materials into a database that can be analyzed simultaneously and
instantaneously by scholars and researchers at a relatively low cost.
In the past, limited access to the scrolls hindered the studies of scholars and students of the Dead Sea Scrolls. In
recent years the situation has improved somewhat because of increasing publication of DSS material. The
database now makes it possible for individuals to study the scrolls on computer. The database will not offer
interpretations or scholarly analyses of the scrolls. It aims only to provide comprehensive reference materials in
the most accessible format possible. It does not pretend to offer authoritative or new readings of texts. It simply
provides the most accurate possible readings that have already been offered by DSS scholars.
Computer Power
The database uses the WordCruncher search engine, a program developed at BYU, and provides the ability to
access large quantities of material, including both text and photographs;
search the text for words and phrases;
display the photographs of the scrolls and fragments;
store and retrieve earlier searches;
copy blocks of material to be stored on the user’s disk or hard drive and print the materials on the user’s
printer;
find the number of times a given word is attested in a single document or in a number of documents and
study its usage in various contextual settings to determine meaning;
research and compare items in a way not possible a generation ago.
The Computerized Photographs
The database contains over eleven hundred photographs of the scrolls that were scanned from negatives and
transparencies belonging to the Ancient Biblical Manuscript Center collection in Claremont, California. Dr. James
Sanders, president of the Ancient Biblical Manuscript Center, and his staff have graciously allowed the use of
these photographs in the database.3 The selection of images includes photographs from the Palestine
Archaeological Museum (held at the Rockefeller Museum), the Israel Antiquities Authority, and the Shrine of the
Book. The database allows the user to view and manipulate the photograph on the computer. For instance, the
user is able to magnify the photograph and study it very closely.

Searching the Text
Both the Hebrew text (transcription) of the scrolls and the English translation may be searched for words and
phrases. A simple word search or a search for a sophisticated phrase search may be conducted throughout the
entire database. The results of the search (“hits”) are shown immediately and can be viewed on the computer
screen. The results may be printed or stored on the disk for recall at a later time.
Conclusion
The database includes numerous other features that will assist serious students in their study of the Dead Sea
Scrolls, such as the ability to add the user’s research notes to the database or to conduct wild-card searches.
External programs can be executed while using the database, and a Hebrew lexicon can be referenced. In addition,
the “database supports the synchronization of two or more les simultaneously if they possess marked codes. . . .
As the user scrolls down one text, the computer automatically repositions the other text(s) to the same section as
the text being scrolled.”4
The database brings scholarship and state-of-the-art technology closer together. When it is published in 1997 or
early 1998, we expect that its users will gain many new insights as they study the scrolls. We may also see new
discoveries and contributions in related elds of study, including the Old Testament, Judaism, linguistics, history,
Near Eastern languages, early Christianity, and religious studies.
This same technology may eventually be used to study documents from other cultures and peoples, such as the
ancient Maya of Mesoamerica or the early Chaldean Christians of Northern Persia. The Foundation for Ancient
Research and Mormon Studies anticipates continuing its pioneering efforts in this direction.
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