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Overview
Wikipedia

• Why libraries should care about Wikipedia
• How to make your digital collections re-use friendly
• How to get funding for events or a position

Wikidata
• What is it
• What are others doing with it
• Power of Queries
• Cool tools to get started



HOW COULD CONTRIBUTING TO
WIKIPEDIA HELP MY LIBRARY?



Wikipedia is ACCESSIBLE (=popular)



Wikipedia is ACCESSIBLE (=popular)



Google's Knowledge Graph pulls from 
Wikipedia!



BEFORE
Wikipedia 
page created



AFTER
Wikipedia page 
created



Wikipedia has a common mission of 
open knowledge





Wikipedia is DIY



OKAY SHOW US HOW IT WORKS







HOW CAN WE ENCOURAGE REUSE?



Improving your collections and 
metadata for Wikipedians

• Clear rights statements

• High-res or medium-res downloads where possible

• Full-text search









DPLA may be able to upload your stuff!
• If:

• you are part of the Mountain West Digital Library consortium, 
• your images are harvested to DPLA
• they have URIs in their rights statements
• they may be able to upload your images and some of the connected 

metadata to Wikimedia Commons!
• From Commons, you or intrepid volunteers could reuse the 

images on Wikipedia (future ULA workshop ??)



DPLA + Wikimedia Commons
• I am part of their wiki working group

• tell me about the documentation you need
• my expertise is on the Wikipedia side of things



Case study











Full-text search is very helpful







I'm excited but... $$$?



Wikimedia Foundation Grants
• Rapid funds could help get money for editing events (pay for 

food!)
• The rapid fund also helps you to gain familiarity with 

Wikimedia's grant system in a low-stakes environment
• Other funds could help pay for a temporary position





Wikipedian-in-Residence at a public 
library!
• Kim Gile at the Kansas City Public Library received $50,000 in 

grant money from W.T. Kemper Foundation to hire a 
Wikipedian-in-Residence (the library paid the remaining 
amount, ~$7,000).



Wikimedians-in-Residence at Academic 
libraries

They can:
• supply training to faculty who teach with Wikipedia
• advocate for accurate rights statements and making things 

accessible online
• summarize and cite reliable sources to make Wikipedia's 

information better
Jake at wikiblueprint.com can help you find someone :-) (not a 
paid sponsorship)



What are other institutions doing with 
Wikipedia?



Mass uploads of images



Filling knowledge gaps



Filling Knowledge gaps, cont.



Be careful to avoid conflict-of-interest 
editing

• Don't edit the Wikipedia page for your library or its employees

• An informative TikTok

https://byu.box.com/s/s3870y83csb0qowrj3uap61tt9ajve1v


WIKIDATA



WHAT IS IT?



Welcome to Wikidata
"Wikidata is a free and open knowledge base that can be read 
and edited by both humans and machines. Wikidata acts as 
central storage for the structured data of its Wikimedia sister 
projects including Wikipedia, Wikivoyage, Wiktionary, 
Wikisource, and others."

-Wikidata homepage
https://www.wikidata.org

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page


Welcome to Wikidata, cont.
"Wikidata also provides support to many other sites and 
services beyond just Wikimedia projects! The content of 
Wikidata is available under a free license, exported using 
standard formats, and can be interlinked to other open data sets
on the linked data web."

-Wikidata homepage
https://www.wikidata.org

https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:MyLanguage/Wikidata:Database_download
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:MyLanguage/Wikidata:Database_download
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:MyLanguage/Wikidata:Data_access#How_can_I_get_data_out_of_Wikidata?
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page


In short...
• Free knowledge base
• Stores structured, linked open data
• Both human and machine readable and editable
• Interlinked to other open data sets on the web

• SNAC - https://snaccooperative.org/
• Used by virtual assistants

• CC0 license
• Note: Don't contribute data that isn't public domain

https://snaccooperative.org/
https://www.wired.com/story/inside-the-alexa-friendly-world-of-wikidata/


Wikidata Item Page



Wikidata Item Page, cont.



WHAT ARE OTHERS DOING WITH IT?



PCC Wikidata Pilot
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot/Wikidata_Resources

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot/Wikidata_Resources


Designate Whose Archives You Have



Important Titles in Your Collection



Cornell Library catalog example



University of Wisconsin-Madison catalog 
example



POWER OF QUERIES



Query Service (SPARQL)
https://query.wikidata.org/

https://query.wikidata.org/


For the SPARQL averse...
https://query.wikidata.org/querybuilder/?uselang=en

https://query.wikidata.org/querybuilder/?uselang=en


Query example - list



Bubble graph example



Bubble graph example 2



Bar chart example



Map example



Scholia
https://scholia.toolforge.org/

https://scholia.toolforge.org/


Women in Red Project
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Women_i
n_Red/Redlist_index

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Women_in_Red/Redlist_index
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Women_in_Red/Redlist_index


Wikxhibit – https://wikxhibit.org/

https://wikxhibit.org/


Wikxhibit example



COOL TOOLS TO GET STARTED



Tools to Inspire Editing
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools


Recoin – Relative Completeness Indicator
• A gadget you turn on in user preferences



Mix'n'match
https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/#/

https://mix-n-match.toolforge.org/#/


Mix'n'match example



TABernacle
https://tabernacle.toolforge.org/#/

https://tabernacle.toolforge.org/#/


TABernacle example



THANK YOU
Questions?
rachel_helps@byu.edu
nicole_lewis@byu.edu
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