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COHABS
AND TOUGHS
IN THE PEN:

Mormon Polygamists in the
Utah Territorial Penitentiary

L. Tom Perry Special Collections
Harold B. Lee Library
Brigham Young University

Cohabs and Toughs in the Pen:
Mormon Polygamists in the Utah
Territorial Penitentiary

Approximately 1,300 Mormon men were convicted and sent to
prison for polygamy in the nineteenth century, most of them
serving time in the Utah Territorial Penitentiary during the late
1880s and early 1890s. Although it was generally understood that
by renouncing the practice of polygamy one could avoid a prison
term, this was considered a dishonorable shirking of one’s faith.

George (). Cannon wrote, "A few words would have saved vou
imprisonment. But those words would have brought dishonor. You
refused to speak them. Liberty at such a price was too costly. You
have lost your freedom for a time; but you have preserved your
covenants, your integrity, your self-respect and the love of God and
your brethren. In the day of the Lord Jesus you will not be
ashamed.” (Vault MSS 13)

Mormon polygamist prisoners began to be called “"cohabs,” the
word being a shortened version of "unlawful cohabitation,” the
crime of which the majority of them were convicted.

Referred to as "toughs,” non-Mormon prisoners were generally
incarcerated for crimes unthinkable to many of the cohabs.
Thomas Kirby noted in his journal that there were three
murderers, one burglar, one rapist and one convicted for passing
counterfeit money who “were not of our faith.” His observation
continues, describing toughs as “the worst feature of prison life, for
if it was not for the bad company we were obliged to mingle with
we could do pretty well as prisoners for conscious sake." (MSS
706)
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GEORGE REYNOILDS

Prisoner for Conscience’ Sake / Bruce A. Van Orden
Salt Lake City, Utah : Deseret Book, 1992.

An LDS Church General Authority and a longtime secretary to the
First Presidency, George Reynolds willingly submitted himself to
serve as a "test case” in challenging the Morrill Anti-Bigamy Act of
1862. The case ultimately went before the United States Supreme
Court where his conviction was upheld. Serving eighteen months
in federal prison, Reynolds was widely recognized by Latter-day
Saints as a “living martyr to the cause of Zion."

RUCE A. VANBEORDE N
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H.H. Cluff diary, 1887-1888
(MSS 5C 1940)

Harvey H. Cluff, uncle to Benjamin Cluff who became the first
president of Brigham Young University, was a Utah businessman
and civic leader. This journal entry tells of his arrest for unlawful
cohabitation on the Tabernacle grounds on April 30, 1887.
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GEORGE Q. CANNON

sight. He then led me to the willows on the river bank and left me while he went

George Q. Cannon: A Biography / Davis Bitton
[Salt Lake City, Utah] : Deseret Book Company, 1999

George Q. Cannon (1827-1901) was a member of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles, served in the First Presidency under four
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to the United States Congress five times. He was in the penitentiary
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Intended to insult John Taylor, the discrepancy also shows how Cannon W:
regarded by the crusading anti-Mormons.*

THE EDMUNDS-TUCKER ACT

While Mormon agents John W. Young and Franklin S. R‘xchards, 813“3
with delegate John T. Caine, continued to agitate for Utah’s statebi‘) é;
stronger anti-polygamy statute was being prepared. From Young, Richards,
and Caine came a disappointing telegram:

Last Friday everything seemed in our hands, same methods, same PETSSO‘:TJ:;};?
held matters in hand past years were used and worked in harmonYk-) i/{ondav
through [House Speaker John G.] Carlisle’s influence change bc.‘g’.df} andhyldinﬂ old
was complete. Severe sickness of several friends prevented posmblllt.y Ofd 0 raTize
combination or forming new. Sudden death railroad representative emO[ i
their forces. Circumstances seemed beyond human control. At 1?5[ mon;;';a i
tide sweeping all before it, [William L.] Scott’s amendment as w1redtf(; Jbyhin
night was drafted and urged by us without committing anybody, and o erebecn par-
in good faith with approval of other high democratic leaders. It has Smiefor o
tially approved by President, who has to feel his way. . . - Shall we wor
amendment? Answer quickly ]. T.C., ES.R., John W. Young

e

R . : t before th

The Scott amendment, actually a resolution, provided t?; be allowed

new Tucker bill takes effect a six-month grace period wou cigution that
: . el > i

during which a convention in Utah would pass a state cons

mu TAYLOR. GEORGE Q. CANNON. |
To be Paid for the Arrest of John Taylor
and George Q. Cannon. : Il

- =
The above Reward will be paid for the delivery to me, or ‘
for information that will lead to the arrest of

JOHN TAYLOR, i

President of the Mormon Church, and

George Q. Cannon, |

His Counselor; or ‘

$500 will be paid for Cannon alone, and |
S20 for Tylr.__

Al cnnlersﬁ;:ig ;:r Letters kept strictly secret.

S. H. GILSON,

22 and 23 Wasatch Building, Salt Lake City. d
Salt Lake City, Jan. 31, 1887.

Iended g jpyg President John Taylor while recognizing the great influence
o George Q. Cannon. Cannon surrendered to the United States Marshall
on 17 September 1888 and served a five-month prison term




Photograph of Prisoners in Front of Jail, 1888
(C.R. Savage photograph collection, MSS P 24)

Latter-day Saints serving prison terms “for conscience’ sake” often
desired to be photographed with President George Q. Cannon,
seated in the middle of this photograph holding flowers.




George Q. Cannon testimonial, 1889
(MSS SC 485)

M. Hamlin Cannon wrote of George (). Cannon, “During his term in
the penitentiary, Cannon was regarded as no ordinary prisoner.
The deferential treatment and many privileges accorded him are
remarkable. One might almost say that he was considered an
honored guest, albeit an unwilling one"” [Pacific Historical Review,
Velume XVI, Number 4, November 1947, p. 395).

Cannon himself wrote in his diary "I find it difficult to get down to
writing much in prison. The atmosphere is not favorable to it,
besides the brethren keep me well occupied relating to me their
circumstances, asking counsel, asking questions concerning
doctrine, &c. In addition [ am called out often to see visitors and
this occupies considerable time” (Nov. 21, 1888).
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72 | The Memoirs of Rudger Clawson

Powers to six months imprisonment and to pay a fine of three hundred
dollars, and entered the prison the same evening.®

The prison was often visited by the marshal, who came either for
the purpose of inspecting our condition and surroundings, or to show
friends through the institution. At such times the prisoners were driven
into one corner of the yard like so many cattle, and there compelled
to remain until he had withdrawn. It was evident from this that he
reposed but little confidence in his wards, and foresaw the possibility
of being attacked by them and roughly handled, although, so far as I
could judge, the danger was purely imaginary. The brethren were often
called out from among their fellow convicts to be interviewed by
strangers. On one occasion, while a party of distinguished visitors
accompanied by the marshal were passing through the yard, ““Nosey”
[John] Banks, the burglar, being dissatisfied with the prison diet, called
out lustily: “Soup! Soup! Soup!” and disappeared from sight in the
crowd. This little indiscretion was fatal to him, and as a result he spent
a night and a day in the sweatbox.

I never so fully realized my helpless and in one sense humiliating
situation, as when general searches were ordered. These searches were
made once in every two or three months, the object being to guard
against the circulation among the convicts of such articles as saws,
files, knives, etc., which it was supposed might be smuggled into the
prison and which would aid the owners in making an escape. Without
any previous notice, an order would be issued for the men to take
their trunks and boxes with keys in the locks, to the gate, and then
retire into one corner of the yard. Being thus taken by surprise, the
prisoners were left without an opportunity to hide away or get rid of
any condemned articles that might be in their possession. The trunks
were passed out through the gate and carefully inspected by the warden
before being returned to the owners. In the meantime two guards were
stationed in the dining room for the purpose of examining the prisoners
themselves, who, after being called out from the crowd by twos, were
compelled to strip off their clothing, which was taken by the guards
and subjected to a thorough scrutiny. At the close of these examina-
tions, the men were directed to go into another corner of the yard,
when the dining room, bathroom, and bunkhouses were thoroughly
searched. Notwithstanding the thoroughness of these searches, which
were never completed in less than six or eight hours, the prison au-
thorities seldom reaped a rich harvest. I rather incline to the view,
from what I saw, that this result was due to the shrewdness of the
prisoners rather than to the fact that there were no contraband articles
in their possession.

Chapter 2: 1885 / 73

The following incident might be interesting in this connection. One
afternoon word was conveyed to the guard that the room no. 1 men
had a file in their possession. After being locked up for the night
without supper, they were invited by the guard to deliver up the file,
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Prisoner for Polygamy: The Memoirs and Letters
of Rudger Clawson at the Utah Territorial
Penitentiary, 1884-87 / edited by Stan Larson
Urbana, Ill. : University of Illinois, 1993

Rudger Clawson (1857-1943) was the first practicing polygamist
to be convicted under the Edmunds Anti-Polygamy Act of 1882. He
received the maximum sentence of 334 years in prison and $1,500
in fines. Clawson ultimately served all but a few months of his term,
being pardoned by President Grover Cleveland in 1887.

experience. A few days later the desired interview with Marshal lrelapd
was accorded to Brother Pratt. I happened by chance to be standing
nearby and consequently overheard the following dialogue:

Pratt: Mr. Ireland, I desire to call your attention to the meat
and soup furnished us by the prison; they are not fit for a dog

to eat.

Ireland: Why, Mr. Pratt, such language from you astonishes

me.

Pratt: It is, nevertheless, true. This very morning the meat was :

tions of it. I saw them myself.

dished up in a rotten condition, maggots appearing on some por- ,ﬁ

_ Ireland: Mr. Pratt, I really cannot believe what you say. Yours !
is the first complaint of the kind that has ever been made by any |
of the convicts. Mr. Dow, how is this?

Dow: Really, I cannot say. I was not aware there was anything

wrong with the meat. Mr. Pratt certainly must be mistaken. |




Prisoner for Polygamy: The Memoirs and Letters
of Rudger Clawson at the Utah Territorial
Penitentiary, 1884-87 / edited by Stan Larson
Urbana, IlL. : University of Illinois, 1993

Rudger Clawson (1857-1943) was the first practicing polygamist
to be convicted under the Edmunds Anti-Polygamy Act of 1882. He
received the maximum sentence of 314 years in prison and $1,500
in fines. Clawson ultimately served all but a few months of his term,
being pardoned by President Grover Cleveland in 1887.




Chapter Fifteen: Prison The Life and Legacy of Joseph Smith Black & His Family

* '?: t’}"e{lx 180¢ Thank Sister Whicker for the eggs and butter, in behalf of the brethren :
el 15 29 here. I divided it among the brethren in the city has been very kind ana

plentifully supplied me. I have had a poor appetite. Have 1)4’1')&12))(107‘1_\‘
some of the time. I sat up nearly all last night holding the mnx ({ Y[(/) ’
| 111 my face to get a little heat. I have the neuralgey [sic] so bad. 2 ne ’ 1e
‘ aro. olllliam " is so cold. But the Lord is with me, by his spirit I have not seen
one blue moment since I came here. Brother Jolley and [lu_w(’ spent

" ) . e 9
I Lave erent three nights here ine chance le grate our time agreeable. We, a number of our brethren here, 75 in all, 200.

the Jrethern all enjcy the good spirit sore feel cast down. Teasdale has been a father and brother to me. Jos«phsoﬂv'.’fi-;:{(”’{"[”’,[
we confert them I am not well in 3cdy I pray for sirensth to see me last Thursday. So di” Boothor Mire the one that visited us 1ast.
bare I was not allowed Jjanaie Jlnger or canplor my bowels and Give my kind love to Brother
‘ head 1s some affected bBro Jolley is ry eell mate. ha elalne to the Lord will bless him. Lot
be t.?ée hango &8t -an in the ren but I contest his claim  without ; /
| our beardis we are young arain & by ihe tluoe we get out we ®ill be remain your affectionate hi T 1 7 7 TR
quite Boyleh our cell im 5 by 7 i’eet sur :‘urglhure ie the : ]—?18 fI_fQ & EE’gﬂC_} GfJOSEPh szfh BJaCk& hISfﬂmlf-_} '
iron floore on wich I now sit we have nc knife or fork I will JS Black’ A centennial memoir / Garth Reid.
send Vonday for a stsol Bro Teasdel sent me some sugar, candles ' . . .
and can fruit They would rot let ne have the fruit, Give my Thatcher, Utah: [publisher not identified], 2010.
love Yo all my fanily & say to them mhed no tears for ne for ’
ézreve!‘ felt better in spirit in my 1ife I am associated with Durtmg h}.\"imprisonment he maintained h
ne men Wrote 1n his journs o5 are poign v . . . - - .
the l'vspe(]:;}ﬁi:llvn\)lll‘;—\g\‘:‘t‘:: e s Josenn |F| - Joseph Smith Black served his time in the penitentiary while also
vonaol! President Woodruff iz there & the Brethern bid thesm mihe individual commitment and consecr serving as Bishop of the Deseret Ward. His attitude about his
dalcone in Bohalfl of the Biehep & say God Eleus them larriage and specifically polygamy. : E c L :
L ; prison time is similar to that of many others in the same
ie are on the upper tier of cells all 1s clean we can *spropriate, firstly, to share the thoug di t:
lock over the wall £ see the clty 4 auountaine wich is some comfert predicament:

Say to the Faitnfull Cod Bleas them & those thut heaped Trouble
up:fn me in thi hours of Trial cirtenly are devoid of Bumanity
Say notnling of Brotherly love tut they are in the hands of the

"l can say of my cell mate, Joseph L. Jolley of Moroni, Sanpete

Lord There na: i . Dear Brother Black, h
| that v ager T 0¥ Glissed witn the alndefer and those County, we have spent our time together very agreeably. [ can say
Loave to smelf & fanily How happy is a man whose ¢ . 5 L . -
‘ T an your Bro 31g B ante especially when confined in ||| e is worthy of the name of a Latter-day Saint. I was much grieved

‘ our abode in, while looking t with being deprived of his company a few days ago, when for a

T e NI g : ! our minds are wafted over th : 1
am"‘;‘p;gg;“’ a1l letters can vrite once a wees all letters after paying them a visit we . slight offence he was moved down to the lower tier north among
and there engineer, how long h h dh 1 d sved of hi hei -d
. imprisoned for not casting u[, the toughs, and he was also deprived of his mustache in order to
e mercy of a cold hearted worl: a1 f . .
eheer i ot ricod be you lean humiliate him. I have spent the time as pleasantly with my
Here follows a letter Joseph wrote to his first wife, Cynthia: of Man did, and this will ent brethren and associates as the prison life would admit. I thank God

to the end, you shall have all . . . . . :
2 to lose, all to gain. Oh 1(%;5//1 for his Spirit which has been with us to ease fast and cheer us in
greatest strength. And Char i a
1 have loarmod 1o tove and lool |1| our time of trial, and [ pray God to comfort those that have to

Utah Penitentiary, December 8" 1889 humanity. Dear Brother, yo = n : = .
. i e remain after I go out." [Joseph Smith Black autobiography, p. 121,
Dear Cynthia and family, here and I have learned to lc December 19,1 889}
truth.
I have been much disappointed in not receiving but one letter from you.
It looked that all had forgotten me. I am very sorry to learn of mother’s May God bless you and your
sickness. I would like to be there to comfort her. Give her my love if of your cellmate and fellow

yet alive. Comfort her all you can. I have received in the last three days
letters from: William and Brother and Sister Seatt Baldry, Corteniah,
Elisa and G. Terry. Give them my love. I wish I could write to them
all. Tell Brother Terry I do not think my being here will make one a
better citizen. I have always tried in my weakness to be a good citizen
and my __ do not censure me for my past actions. I will go out of here
Ltwo weeks from tomorrow, the morning of the 237. I've arranged for my
lgs[ 15 894.50. Twill be home the night of the 24" so I can be at
Christmas dinner with you all. T've got a nice chain made up of .

Al
]'\/Iot::*(l))n i, Sanpete County, Utah

157

156




Note to the Warden A. Pratt, 1888 v

(Albert Jones prison journal, MSS SC 228) R LA & g .
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Albert Jones prison journal, 1888

(MSS SC 228)

Mormon polygamist prison diaries often include lists of the names,
prison sentences and fines of other men serving under convictions
of unlawful cohabitation, polygamy, or adultery. Autograph
albums were also common.
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charge of Deputy
Pratt, to this city, and that they
were thirty-two in number.

LT
worning at 10 o'clock, Mr.

Frait
ford, with thirty-three
who were in five w wn by
four horses each, ten mounted
. two for each wagon.
No diffieulty was experienced
and Milford was reached at 6 o'elock
in ﬂaaunmg;hm the TS
were turned the car
all t, or
for this eity on

end of the car in which they were
conbmed, was left outside the d.ai;m,
and up to this end an omnibus
drove, and the prisoners marched
out of the car loto the "bus, the

being on eitber side. When
the omnibus was filled, a band
wagon drove u&lllﬂ was also filled,
while Jared ton and J. B. Ste-
vens, both convicted of murder, and
who wml-: tmml:' wgu taken in the
Wagon ong
tary. Under c of Captain
Greenman, the whole number were
tuken out to the Penitentiary, where
they wrrived at 8 o'clock, and were
then taken into the prison. No evi-
dence of any desire for a break was
evinced, and they were compara-
tively cheerful,

b Uhe prisouers aiready 1h the

from Beaver for Mil- |

: ¥ Of the total number up

FOR THE PEN t were the Silver strik-

el ! e:m "'I:!irm of these were con-

i I I d Viﬂm. mm Imm

- the Extent m- t’I?h-e;t.hlrtm e ws: A H

Are as 11} H -

g - Lewis, ident of the wunion, be-

W {ul:-md hﬂli_aﬁn‘ngliljamﬂmin

Brought Deputy the number; ughlin, |

” “mpg’;’ * dentat the time the Stormont l

‘was closed by the miners, Lewis

Geod e {ike Fnoght, E F. Hanley

A Jury for the Country.  \if' “pocun, John Chatham alias

e Dee, A. L. S. Edwards, J.

On Sunday morning we stated |Fitzsimmons, J. Carr, J. Walsh

that a special car had been chartered lf_:::m M:.!rphy.“.lumu Bntduv;:':ili

i from 1 senience

;"mmh'm‘m -~ '“ﬂm' the | 10th, with the u i

jmnt it be still further continued if
necessary until the September term |
of the Second Distniet Court, in
| order that the Supreme Court may

have an rtunity to puss upon
‘the tridﬂpupnﬁ proceed: - in the
weantime. The names of those un-
li’md ﬁre T. Bh(é;nnﬁ'illq. ﬁ Ennis,

urphe'. . Harrington, Tom
!)ﬁmoml. Pat Wall, J. C. Twaddle,
T. Hartle, Dan Myers and Pat
Shea. These were Reef miners with
whom Mr. Pratt started for this
city, and who were to be held until
| tried. At Milford, a dispatech was
| received by Mr. Pratt from Judge
{ Twiss, staling that I'at Murphy,
O R e ey it
iven 4
- A pected that

released. They bhad ex
all would furnish bail, but un.lm
three mentioned have so far
successful. Against some of them
there were three indictments, riot,
false imprisonment and conspiracy,
and five of those now convicled on
the first charge are still to be tried
on the other two counts, as well as
some of those who have not yet been
tried. Against some there are but
two indictments. Among
convicied are five who escoried
Colonel Allen out of the m& E.
F. Hanley carrving the Amer

in front of the mob, a flag un-

der which Colonel Allen had fought
for four years in the late rebellion,
with honor to himself and good |
service to his country.

The other ten prisoners brought
up at thesame time, and convicted |
and sentenced at the present term of |

I"enitentiary.

court, are as follows: |

Jared Dalton, convicted of murder |

in the second

degree—the assassin
and ravisher of old Mother Parker—
sentenced to twelve years im the

Penitentiary.

John B, Stevens, who killed Hill-
burn at G vine S on the
4th of Jul convl
tary aughter, and sen
four years in the Penitentiary.
g S N et

I . =
Ij;a,!:‘unvidui of housebreaking at
mwr. and sentenced to two years

William Tanner, convicted of
mule stealing. and sentenced to three
years.

John Harris, convicted of eattle
stealing, and sentenced to eighteen
months,

— Edwards, convicted of
at Milford, and sentenced to
years and six months.

one of the most important that has
ever been held there. Twenty-five

were arraigned and tried
&ru-imlnﬂmlnﬂwtdﬂah
number there were twenty-five con-
-.-uca:lq:um—ﬁ‘t m::;otunﬂmptd.h ‘I‘heﬁ-;:-
i ury has every-
he L and is certain

!’hﬁt: been i
to have a utary such as
n could. In the case of
the Silver Beef miners was the ver-
dict es ly important. IHad it
been rise, the persons now im-
prisoned would have returned to
Silver Reef triumphant, would have
continued their course, ke«ping the
camp in a state of terror, and going
to greater excesses. Not only woulu
it have had this effect there, but in
every other camp in Utah miners
unigns would have sprung up; when
anything did not suit them, they
iwouid strike and run the town to

please and the result
would be the utter ruin of
of the mining interests of the entire
territory. he thanks of the coun-
try are due the jury, which had the
o0 to do its duty. For it re-
u?ﬁ“m little eourage to do its
the circumstances.

ty under I
|There were twelve men, several
grey baired and some young ones,
'sitting in one box, aud thirteen
bard miners in another, whose
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Ho! For the Pen! (Salt Lake Herald,
Salt Lake City, April 12, 1881)

This newspaper article describes the transport of 33 prisoners
from Beaver (convicted during the 1881 criminal term of the 2nd
District Court] to the Territorial Penitentiary. It provides an
interesting look at the varied crimes for which "toughs” were
serving time, including riot, false imprisonment, conspiracy,
housebreaking, mule stealing, cattle stealing, and burglary. The
most serious crimes were committed by two murderers: Jared
Dalton “the assassin and ravisher of old Mother Parker” and John
B. Stevens.

The article also applauds the "utmost skill and success” of the trials
and subsequent prisoner transfer in five wagons with ten mounted
guards due to the fact that “this is the first for a number of terms
where no prisoners have escaped.”




Baldwin Harvey Watts diary and prison papers,
1875-1889 (MSS 486)

Watts served ten months in prison on a charge of adultery, in
relation to his polygamous marriage to his second wife. Included at
the end of his diary are handwritten "Rules for the Government of
Convicts.” Note rule 5 which requires church attendance and
disallows spitting or even shuffling feet during the service.

_____




Photograph of Prisoners in Front of Utah State Prison, 1887
(C.R. Savage photograph collection, MSS P 24)
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Francis “Frank” Treseder
(1853-1923) Salt Lake City

Utah Territorial Penitentiary,
Sugar House

1886
oil on canvas mounted (a pair)
11 "% 22 " (28 x 55.9 cm)

Gift from Nancy Roney and Collene Lund, 1991.031

The little known artist, Frank Treseder, came to
Utah in 1862. In September of 1886, Treseder
was convicted for bribery and sent to the state
penitentiary, where he painted this work. The
picture, one of a pair, represents a rarity in Utah
art,a contemporary genre scene painted with a
journalistic eye. The accuracy of his rendering

was no doubt a result of his being an inmate
at the penitentiary. Fellow prisoner Rudger

Clawson, mentioned Treseder in his journal:

The prison was not without its artist, who was

no other than Frank Treseder, 1 young man well
known in Salt Lake City, and serving out a four
years term for burglary comumitted in Ogden,
Utah. An examination of some of his work proved
beyond question that he had talent for painting
and would under proper training distinguish him-
self: still his lack of application was ever a serious
barrier in his way to success. His efforts with the
brush were directed largely to landscape painting,
1 was pleased with his two pictures of the peniten-
tiary, interior and exterior, and purchased them.

There are several versions of these paintings.
One set is in the Pioneer Memorial Museum in
Salt Lake City and a single view of the prison
looking east is at the Utah Museum of Fine Arts.
A further image, an undated pencil skerch of the

prison, is in a private collection in Huntsville.

Springville Museum of Art.: History and
Collection / Vern G. Swanson
Springville, UT : Cedar Fort, Inc., 2013

Frank Treseder was one of the “toughs” serving time at the Utah
Penitentiary from 1886 to 1889, on a conviction of bribery. His
crime was tied to the impending 1887 Edmunds-Tucker Act.
Treseder was, in effect, "acting as an agent in gathering
information that might be used to help protect LDS members who
would soon fall under the legal reach of the federal government for
their ongoing practice of plural marriage” ("The Life and Crimes of
Frank Treseder” by Jim Kichas, Utah State Archives blog post, Dec.
3,2014)




Photograph, Looking Into the Utah Penitentiary
From the Wall, 1887
(Charles R. Savage Photograph Collection,
Church History Library, PH 1304)
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Photograph of Utah Penitentiary, 1887

(Charles R. Savage Photograph Collection, Church History
Library, PH 244)
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