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What to Do With 
Faked Dates

Rebecca A. Wiederhold



A Tale of Two Collections
MSS 8048 Collection of 
suspected forgeries

MSS 6101 Stanley S. Slotkin
collection of book leaves



MSS 8048 Collection of suspected forgeries

John Webster letter, 1831

Lucy Mack Smith letter, 1829

Mary Bailey Smith letter, 1834

Joseph Smith Jr. letter, 1842

• Facsimiles of originals held 
elsewhere

• Originally part of separate 
collections at BYU

• Gathered into an artificial 
collection to retain the 
documents and related 
correspondence on the 
discovery of their suspicious 
content, for context



How do you record dates when you 
know they’re fake?

• Production statement transcribed: 
Manchester January 23d 1829

• Mark Hofmann sold the 
item in July 1982



What do the standards say?

2.7 “… core element for 
manifestations issued in an 
unpublished form. Other sub-
elements of production 
statements are optional.”

2.7.1.4 “Non-self-describing 
manifestations. Supply … dates 
of production.”

2.7.6.3 “If the date as it appears 
on the manifestation is known 
to be fictitious or incorrect, 
make a note...”

2.17.6.3 “Make notes on details 
relating to … date of 
production not recorded in the 
production statement element, 
if considered important for 
identification or access.”

RDA – Date of production



What do the standards say?

2.7 “For rare materials, transcribe 
date(s) of publication found in the 
resource (see DCRM(B,C,G,M,S) 
4D1). If a date of publication is 
known to be fictitious or incorrect, 
supply the correct year in square 
brackets (see DCRM(B,C,G,M) 
4D2.4; DCRM(s) 4D2.3)”

PCC practice for Core element



What do the standards say?

“If the date of publication, distribution, 
etc., is known to be fictitious or 
incorrect, transcribe it nonetheless
and make an explanatory note. If the 
actual details are known, or can be 
reasonably surmised, supply them at 
the end of the area as a correction in 
square brackets.”

Sadopolis : Chez Justin Valcourt … a 
l’enseigne de la Vertumalheureuse, 
an 0000 [i.e. Brussels : Jules Gay, 1866]

Note: Corrected imprint from: Pia, P. 
Livres de l’Enfer

DCRM(B) 4A4 – Date element



What do the standards say?

“If necessary, make a note to clarify 
that the date added as a correction is 
a differing date of publication, not a 
correction of an error on the title 
page.”

, 1786 [i.e. 1788]

Note: Dedication and preface 
both dated 1788.

DCRM(B) 4D2.4 - Note



What do the standards say?

Fictitious or incorrect dates

“If the date of production 
present on the item is known to 
be fictitious or incorrect, supply 
the correct date (see 4C4-4C5). 
In a note, transcribe the 
fictitious or incorrect date and 
explain the discrepancy.”

DCRM(MSS) 4C2.4



All this to say…

For published materials…
•Transcribe the purported date, with 

actual date in brackets (264)
•Add a note to explain (500)

For manuscript materials…
•Supply an accurate date (264)
•Include purported date in note to 

explain (5XX)



Handling fixed field dates

008 date codes 
•Code for the actual date(s)

Item: January 23d 1829

From accompanying material: forgery was probably 
created sometime between 1978 and 1982

Date of production
264 _0 $c
[between 1978 and 1982?]

008 date codes
date type   q (questionable)
date code 1  1978
date code 2  1982



Handling fixed field dates

046 special coded dates
•Code for the fictitious date(s)

Item: January 23d 1829

046 $a x $c 1829



Forged Lucy Mack Smith letter
008 q19781982

046 $a x $c 1829

264 _0 $c [between 1978 
and 1982?]

500 Item is confirmed to be 
a Mark Hofmann forgery, 
purported to have been 
written by Lucy Mack Smith 
on 23 January 1829.

655 _7 $a Forgeries. $2 aat



MSS 6061 Stanley S. Slotkin collection 
of book leaves





Use Google Books
Search a block of text from the leaf in Google Books and explore the 
scanned books that come up as search results 



Compare book leaf with intact book



Compare title pages
Slotkin reproduction 
with altered date

Original title page with 
unaltered date



Stanley Slotkin book leaf
008 s1730

046 $a x $c 1630

245 [Pages 181-182 from the 1730 Zobel  
edition of the Luther Bible, edited by Gustav 
Georg Zeltner]

264 _1 $a [Altdorf] : $b [Verlegts Ernst Friedrich 
Zobel], $c [1730]

500 Slotkin has a facsimile title page with a 
falsified date of publication (1630 rather than 
1730).

655 _7 $a Extracts (partial documents). $2 aat

700 1_ $a Slotkin, Stanley S., $e former owner.



Dating Serials
Sharolyn Swenson

Continuing Resources Catalog Librarian





oVolume and Number
oCreator/Publisher
oPlace
oDate



Information 
within the text

• Previous Title

• Implied first issue

• Frequency



OCLC

• Cuban Camp Clippings

• Brigade Review

• Name Authority for Seventh 
Army Corps



INTERNET 
SEARCHING: 
Seventh Army 
Corps

• ACTIVE: May 7, 1898 – May 1, 1899

• The corps was ordered to move to Savannah, Georgia on October 8, 
1898, and it embarked for Cuba between December 1898 and 
January 1899.



OCLC Name Authority



Dates in 
bibliographic 
record

Fixed Fields: 1899, 1899

362 Began with vol. 3, no. 3 
(February 4, 1899); Ceased in 1899?



OCLC Fixed Fields



OCLC

Variable Fields



UNUSUAL MATERIALS Kjerste Christensen



BRICK’EM YOUNG 
LEGO TEMPLE KITS



WHICH WORK FORM TO USE IN CONNEXION?

Book
Continuing 
resources
Maps
Mixed materials

Sound recording
Scores
Visual materials



WHICH WORK FORM TO USE IN CONNEXION?

Book
Continuing 
resources
Maps
Mixed materials

Sound recording
Scores
Visual materials



WHICH WORK FORM TO USE IN CONNEXION?

Mixed materials
Visual materials
Projected medium
Two-dimensional 
nonprojected 
graphic

Kit
Three-dimensional 
artifact or naturally 
occurring object



WHICH WORK FORM TO USE IN CONNEXION?

Mixed materials
Visual materials
Projected medium
Two-dimensional 
nonprojected 
graphic

Kit
Three-dimensional 
artifact or naturally 
occurring object



HOW TO CONNECT WITH OTHER MATERIALS?

610  20  Salt Lake Temple.



HOW TO GROUP RELATED MATERIALS?

655  _0  Architectural models.
655  _0  LEGO toys.
710  20  Brick’em Young (Firm), $e 
designer.



FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE 
MATERIALS

Jessie Christensen
Romance Languages Catalog Librarian



NOW WHAT?

Title:
Bayard: Le chevalier oublié

Author:
Yves de Chazournes

Language:
French



WHAT 
INFORMATION 
ARE WE 
LOOKING 
FOR??

Genre

Audience

Names of people

Places

Time period

Key words



WHERE CAN 
WE LOOK?

Summary or abstract (on back cover or inside the book)

Table of contents (in front or back)

Index

Information about the author

Series

Illustrations

Bibliographic references

Publication information



WHAT DID WE 
FIND OUT?

Genre: History/Biography (not literature)

People: Bayard the Knight, Charles VIII, Louis XII, 
François I

Places: France

Time period: Late Middle Ages, Early Renaissance

Key words: chevalier, chevalerie, victoire, 
légende, les armes  (knight, chivalry, victory, 
legend, weapons)



FINDING OUT MORE



CHECK THE AUTHORITY FILE



SUBJECT BROWSE: BAYARD, PIERRE TERRAIL, 
SEIGNEUR DE, APPROXIMATELY 1473-1524 



CALL NUMBER BROWSE: DG 541.8 .B3 



POSSIBLE SUBJECT HEADINGS

Bayard, Pierre Terrail, |c seigneur de, |d approximately 1473-1524 |v 
Biography

Knights and knighthood |z France |v Biography

Soldiers |z France |v Biography

France |x History |y 16th  century

Click to add text



STRATEGIES TO USE
• Use Google Translate to find information in English

• Look at the whole book, inside and out

• Check for clues about genre and format

• Look for keywords

• Check the authority and bibliographic files

• Get curious and do some investigating! 



NEED MORE HELP?

• Library of Congress Online Training (https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/)

• Books by Karen Snow: A Practical Guide to Library of Congress Subject 
Headings and A Practical Guide to Library of Congress Classification

• Join a listserv (AUTOCAT, PCCLIST) or a Facebook Group and ask questions 

• The Dewey Blog (https://ddc.typepad.com)

https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/
https://ddc.typepad.com/


Questions?
rebecca_wiederhold@byu.edu

sharolyn_swenson@byu.edu
kjerste_christensen@byu.edu
jessie_christensen@byu.edu
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