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knowle of it., This was the great experience

of my Life and it will always remind me that God

m :nd .i::.}tsmlhh his purposecs through the

During his extended stay in New Zealand Matthew

endeared himself to the natives, He sang their chants and
songs, danced their dencez. He was one with them now in
everything except the coler of his skin, Their customs were
his customs. Their languege was his, and their simple,
childlike foith was his kind of faith., He learned to love
life almost as did the more cerefree native. He never lost
the zest for living he scquired among his Mesori friends,

Among these dark-skinned people he acquired the

certainty of his knowledge that prepared him one day to
quslify ss a "special witness.'1?

After five fruitful years as & nissionary emong the

Maori came his officisl release. In part, the letter of
release, dated May 9, 1919 and sent to FPather Cowley at his
home in Salt Lake City, read:

Your son, Matthew, is now released end is
returning home within the next few deys. I em
L, e o D o T e
stand as & monument to his name. Hias hmhdz-hu

the Maori language, hiz work im translstion,
ability to talk--both in English and Mesori--are a

“(:emawuhm obtained during an interview with
Matthew Cowley's sister, )rs. Laura Brosssrd, in Salt Lake
City, Utah, November, 1965,

interview with Mrs. Elve Cowley, op. cit.
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mamnﬁuummmu-mu
bestowed upon

-

Elder Cowley spent much of his time while working
on the transletion of the Doctrine and Covenants
and Pearl of Great Price--when s farewell entertain-

Ha was twenty-two years old when he returned te Salt
Lake City in 1919 and had not yet finished high achool. He
had dropped cut of the L.D.5, University at the beginning of
his sophomore year, when he left for the mission field, He
returned froam the islends a mature, serious-minded young men
with 2 desire to complata his scheoling.

While he studied at the university for the next two
ysars, he lived at home with his paerents in the Seventeenth
Ward, Almost immediately upon his return from the mission his
qualities of lesdership were recognized, and Matthew became o
counselor in the Ward Young Men's Mutual Improvement Associa-
tion,

Matthew was constaently in demand ss a speskar in the
wards, His meny snusual experiences and testimony were heard
by meny congregstions.

Two yeoars at the University of Utah qualified him for

2% orrespondence Cellection, op. cit.
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further studies and, having determined to study law, he
enrolled in the George Washington University Lew School in the
nation's capital. He spent four years in Vashingten, D.C.,
the first es & bachelor snd the last three with his wife, Elva
Taylor cwhy.n

In Veshington he saw the world go by, and he became
50 attached to it that he dresded the time to come when he
would have to lesve that pert of the country. He was con~
vinced it was an educstion in and of itself just to live inm
that plece. FHe described it as a "besutiful city with cosmo-
politen interest, historic iapertznce, romance and mn."”

Many of his diary entries had to do with his work in
the office of Senator Reed Smoot, He was special assistant
to the Senator, assigned to duty with the powerful Senate
Finance Committee of which the Uteh solon was chairmsn. He
tells often of finding the Senmstor already at his office, hard
at work when Matt arrived imn the morning. Matthew worked feor
Senator Smoot most of the four years he spent in Washington,
Mach of his responsibility wes to handle the departmental
matters that ceme through the Senator's office .23

Such an sssignment was a2 fortunate one for Matthew

Cowley in several ways. It provided him with financial

2linterview with Mrs. Elva Cowley, op, eit.
220.11; Hemoirs of Metthew Cowley, op. cit.
231pid.
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security. He obtained a keen imsight into the inner workings
of the government and the various agencies. He became
femilisr with many of the noted individuale who were promi-
ment then in govermment circles.

While in Weshington Matthew Cowley continued his
devotion to his church. For & large part of the time he was
~in the capitel he wae superintendent of the brench Sunday
School. When Apostle Reed Smoot set him spart as Sunday Schoel
superintendent, he ordained him & high priest. He had to
relinquish this position the last year because of & hiavy
schedule of study and work in preparation for his gredua-
tion,2®

It wes at this critical period in his studies that
Matthew Cowley's disry would very often note, "Arose at 2:30
a.m, te utudy."z"‘

As in Salt Lake City he was always in demand as a
speaker, being invited often to address the branch sacrament
meeting, Mutusl meetings, and others. He wrote & letter home
once which said, "I atill have an occasional opportunity
myself to partake of the similitude of the Master by way of
public dissertetion of religious philosophy. Next Sunday I em
to speak at our services here; Senators, Congressmen, ex-

governors, college professors, students, and scientists, etec,

z“lutervhv with Mrs. Elve Cowley, op. cit.

25nauy Memoirs of Matthew Cowley, op. cit.
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After all, however, they sre just plain folk end require the

same spiritual edification es the rest of u.““

Matthew wae to have only a few years of the consistent
future he axpected., Those were the thirteen yesrs he was a
lawyer and prosecuting attorney in Sslt Lake City,

Among those of the legal profession, he was rated as @&
good lawyer. It was generally conceded, however, that he was
too honest and too much & humanitarisn st heart to amass any
wealth., What he once said about his law practice in a Jesting
way was 2 recital of fact. Speasking to Brigham Young Univer-
sity students in the presence of President Ernest L. Vilkinson,
himself 2 laswyer, Matthew Cowley said:

It's true, I did repent earlier thanm he did
from practising law, but nevertheless I can say
thet the law is a wonderful profession., I never
maede much money at it, but I think I did & lot of
good in prectising law.

My legel inclination was more toward the
criminal law., When you are an honest lawyer and
you represent criminels, it fisn't long until you
heve lost all your clients. They are in jail.

S¢ in the prectice of the law I ceme up ageinst o
great many young men who were delinguent, fine young
fellows! 1 thought msybe I was wasting my time.
They never did psy me. Msny of then offered to pay
me at times, but with stolen preperty, end I
couldn't accept it.

I vsed to get them to plead guilty if they were
guilty, If they needed representation, I would
represent them, but I would never defend one whom
I knew to be guilty. The results was that most of
u; Gli:ﬂtl wound up in the penitentiary of the State
of Uteah.

“corn-pondnmo Cellection, op, eit.



