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1* 

I m m ? toko too honor myself, whan I receive such a 

blessing. 
m I always go in secret and give too Lord tha mum, 

tho praiae, and too glory**! am omjoying tha heat of health 

and l ike my labors more oaoh day."1 7 

Tho extent of hia spi r i tual development and a fu l l 

manifestation of tho "gif t of tongues" that come to him are 

further revealed in hia greatest mixtglm contribution to tha 

Maw onload Mimmimi* I t wma a work of impim4 translat ion 

of the scriptures which tommy m m i m mm a monument to him iM 

too inland. To accomplish i t to woo t o remain a f a l l five 

years among too Haorls on th ia f i r s t mission* I t waa work of 

such a nature that i t brought him even cloaer to t t o nativoa* 

I lived a t toe home of mm inte l l igent mm4 wall* 
to-do native. One room im th i s house waa dedicated co-oo nacive. una room in tnxs ttouae waa oecicacec 
for tola work, Tha work mmm extremely interest ing 
mm4 mm comparatively oaay whan I had tha ap l r l t 
of i t . At Intervals, however, I would lose tha 
s p i r i t . mm4 tola would cause m to spend hours \ 
one short versa. Sosmtimaa I could not work a t 
a l l . 

whan I found myself im tola predicament I 
would lock myself in my room, fast and pray, unt i l 
I f a i t too urge to continue. I t was not an 

t h ing f o r ma to f a s t f o r two daya a t a 

I was working, mm4 whan I waa absent. 
waa alwaya looked* I can soy im a l l s inceri ty 
that I experienced, during tola work, toe fooling 
of o helping power outside »n4 beyond my own. 
Now when I road thane hooka, I marvel that I woo 
t to one that waa supposed to have dona the trans* 
lat ing. Tha language surpasses my own in4iv$Mml 

l7®mrmmpmm4mmm Collaotion. flfe o,.||. 
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^jledfe of i t* This wma toe , 
of my l i fe and i t wi l l always remind am that Cod 

I wi l l accomplish hia purposes through t to 

During his extended stay in tow -seland Matthew 

endeared himaolf to tho nativoa* Ha sang their chants and 

songs, danced the i r dances. Ha waa one with thorn now in 

everything except toe color of his akin. Thair 

hia customs. Their language waa h ia , mm4 tha l r simple, 

childlike fa i th waa hia kind of faith* to learned to lovo 

l i f o almoat aa did too more carefree nativo. He navor los t 

t t o soat for l iving ha aociuirod among hia Maori fr iends. 

certainty of his knowledge tha t pmpmm4 him one 4mf to 

qualify mm a "special witness. l ^ 

After five frui tful frnkwrn mm a missionary among tho 

Maori camo his of f ic ia l mtmmmm. In par t , tho lo t to r of 

release, dated May 9, 1919 mn4 sent to Father Cowley mt him 

in Sa l t Lake City, read? 

Tour son, Hatthow, im now released mn4 im 
returning homo within tho next few days. I mm 
indeed happy because of t to work he accomplished 
while in thia miaalon, which work will always 
stand aa a monument to hia name. Hia knowledge of 
t t o Maori language, hie work In t ranslat ion, his 
sb i l i t y to talk—both in English mn4 Maori—are a 

•Correspondence obtained 4wtin% an Interview wito 
Matthew Oowloy'a s i s t e r , Mrs* Laura Brossard, to Salt Lake 
Ci ty , tfeah, November, 1965. 

^Intorvlovf with Mrs. Elva Cowloy, on. o i t . 



n 
f*. of the M B * gift. that the Lord haa bounteously **£%£ 

§M Hswkes Soy l a s t 
Elder Cowley spent much of h ia time whila working 
on t t o t r a n s l a t i o n of tho Ooctrino and Covenants 
mm4 Pearl of Great Price—whan a farewell e n t e r t a i n ­
ment was given him mn4 could you have soon tha 
many exproasions of love and appreciat ion t h a t 
worm bestowed upon him. I know yon would have 
re joiced and thanked toe Lord* Haver before have 
I soon such love to mn e lde r as woo shown on t̂ kim 
occasion. H o whole nativo v i l l age turned out t o 
hid him good-bye. and as wo toft on tho t r a i n . 

Ha woo twenty-two years old when to returned to Sa l t 

Lake C i ty i n I f I f mm4 had tot yet f inlahed high school . lie 

hod 4mppm4 out of t t o L.D.S. University mt mm beginning of 

h ia sophomore year , whom ho l o f t for tha mission f i e l d , m 

returnod from t t o ialands a mature, serioua-silnded young mmn 

with a dcaire t o complete h ia schooling* 

Whila ho stmdiod a t tot un ive r s i ty for tho next too 

yea r s , ho l ived a t home with h i s parenta i n tha Seventeenth 

word. Almost imnodiatoly upon h ia r e tu rn from t t o mission hia 

q u a l i t i e s of leadership ware recognised, and Matthew became a 

counselor i n tho Umr4 Young Man'a Mutual Improvement Associa-

Hatthew waa constant ly i n domand mm a mpmmkmr in tho 

wards. Hia many unusual experiences mn4 toatinony wore hoard 

by many congregations. 

Two yeara a t tho Universi ty of Utah qual i f ied him for 

^orroanondonca Collection, op. cit. 
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f u r t h e r s tud ies and , hav ing determined t o mtm4f l a w , ha 

e n r o l l e d i n tha George Washington U n i v e r s i t y Law School i n too 

na t i on 1 a c a p i t a l . He spent f o u r yeara i n Washington, D .C. , 

the f i r s t ma a bache lor and tho l a s t th ree w i t h h i a w i f e , l l v a 

Tay lo r Cowley . * * 

I n yaah ing ton ha aaw the w o r l d go b y , and ha became 

so a t tached t o i t t h a t he 4mm4%4 the t ime t o coma when ho 

would have t o leave t h a t p a r t o f t h a c o u n t r y . He waa c o n ­

v inced i t waa an educa t ion i n and o f i t a a l f Juat t o l i v e i n 

t h a t p l a c e . He descr ibed i t aa a " b e a u t i f u l o i t y w i t h cosmo­

p o l i t a n I n t e r e s t , h i s t o r i c impor tance, romance mn4 c h a r m . " 2 2 

Many o f h i a 4imwf e n t r l e a had t o do w i t h h i a work i n 

the o f f i c e o f Senator Reed Snoot . He waa a p a o i a l a s s i s t a n t 

t o tho Senator , assigned t o do ty w i t h tho power fu l Sonata 

Finance Committee o f wh ich tha Utah ao lon was cha i rman. He 

t e l l e o f t e n o f f i n d i n g tha Senator mlmm4y a t h i a o f f i c e , hard 

a t work when Mat t a r r i v e d i n tha morning. Matthew worked f o r 

Senator Smoot moat o f t ha f o u r years ho spent i n Washington. 

Much o f h i a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y waa t o handle the depar tmenta l 

n a t t e r s t h a t cane through the Senator 9a o f f i c e . 2 3 

Such mn assignment was a f o r t u n a t e one f o r Matthew 

Cowley i n seve ra l ways. I t p rov ided him w i t h f i n a n c i a l 
• H W I I W M I W — — — l l l l l l l l l . | | I | | |»MM^«»MW«W»M« < |M. M | I I I . . I | I | ) I | lull tlllllllllllllW • lllll «li — I P — > — I HI I W H IIIWII|II1|IHII|II»IIJHIHI''IIIWWI1II»II.IIIIH I 1 HlUl imi l l Hill IIIWIIIIH M. I I I I I I Hill • III! 11110 

• - I n t e r v i e w w i t h l i ra* l l v a Cowley, op . o i t . 

2 2 B a i l y Homolra o f Hatthew Cowley, o n . c i t . 

2 3 I h i d . 
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aeca r l t y . He obtained a keen ins ight in to the inner workings 

of the government and tho various agencies . He hoooma 

famil iar with oany of the noted individuals who were promi­

nent then in government c i r c l e s . 

while in Washington Matthew Cowley continued hia 

devotion t o h ia church. For a large par t of tho time ho was 

in tho c a p i t a l he waa superintendent of tho branch Smn4mf 

School. When Apostle Rood Smoot aat him apar t aa $mn4mf School 

superintendent , ha ordained him a high p r i e s t , to had to 

re l inquish t h i s pos i t ion tha l a a t year because of a heavy 

schedule of study and work in preparat ion for hia gradua­

t ion . 2 1 1 

I t was a t t h i a c r i t i c a l period in hia s tud ies tha t 

Matthew Cowley'a d i a ry would vary often no te , "Aroae a t 2t3D 

a.m. to a tudy ." 2 5 

A a in Sa l t Lake City ha waa alwaya in demand aa a 

apoakar, being invi ted often t o m44mmm tha branch aaoramant 

moating. Mutual maetinga, mn4 o t t o r a . He wrote a l a t t o r home 

once which said, " I s t i l l have mn occasional opportunity 

myself t o partake of tha s imil i tude of tho Maater by way of 

public d i aaa r to t ion of ra l ig loua phlloaophy. Hext Sunday I am 

to apeak e t our services here ; Senators , Congreasmen, ex-

governors, college professors , a tadanta , and s c i e n t i s t s , e t c . 

24 
Interview with Mrs. Elva Cowley, op. c i t . 

* ' n < • ii in n 1 1 1 ii 2S Dally Memoirs of Matthew Cowley, op* c i t 



to 
After a l l , however, they are Juat p l a in folk and require tha 

same s p i r i t u a l ed i f i ca t ion aa tha r e s t of m * * t $ 

Matthew waa t o have only a few years of tha cons is ten t 

future he expected. Those were tho t h i r t e e n fmmrm he waa a 

lawyer mn4 prosecuting a t torney in Sal t Loko City* 

Among those of tha l ega l profession, he waa rated aa a 

good lawyer. I t was general ly conceded, however, t h a t ha waa 

too honeat and too much a humanitarian a t hear t t o amass mnf 

wealth. What he once mmid about hia law pract ice in a j e s t ing 

way waa a r e c i t a l of f a c t . peaking to Brighsa Young ITnivor-

a i t y students in tha pmmmmm of Prealdent Srnest L . Wilkinson, 

himself a lawyer, Matthew Cowley said: 

I t f a t r u e , I did repent e a r l i e r than he did 
from prac t i s ing law, but nevertheless I con m r 
t h a t tha law l a a wonderful profession. I never 
made much money a t i t , but I th ink I 4i4 a l o t of 
good in p rac t i s ing law. 

My lega l i nc l i na t i on waa more toward tha 
cr iminal low. when you mm mm honeat lawyer mn4 
you represent c r imina l s , i t lsn*t long u n t i l you 
have l o a t a l l your c l i e n t s . They a re in j a i l * 
So in the prac t ice of tho law I came mp agains t a 
gree t many young man who were del inquent , f ine young 
fallowsI tllowa.9 I thought maybe I waa wasting my time 
They nmvmr did pay ma. Many of than offered t o pay 
ma a t t imes, but with s to len property, and I 
cou ldn ' t accept i t . 

1 need to get them t o plead gu i l ty i f they i 
g u i l t y . If they needed repreaanta t ion , I would 
represent thorn, not I would never defend one whi 
I knew t o be g u i l t y . Tho r e s u l t s was t h a t most of 
my c l i e n t s wound up in tha pen i t en t i a ry of the S ta te 
of Utah. 

— m m m u r n »ii>iniii«iimiMiwoiinwu»iiiiwwi»M»M«^«WMw«»».imii).mimmmiwiiwiw—a——wwrnmiwiimmimn.m imnxi »i[wiimmnw«iii»i.miimitninw<.min»iwwOTiin i n i n r i i . i « > i n . . M i r . i « w « . n i i a M i i n » « w F » > > . 

26Correepondence Col lec t ion , op. o t t . 


