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become the largest herd of sheep in the valley, which he
was doing in partnership with Joseph Julley, his longtime
and best friend.]33
Records kept by various organizations in Moroni
indicate that in 1871 the Moroni Cooperative Mercantile
Institution was incorporated, and Soren Joransson, James'
father, was one of the initial subscribers or members.134
Moroni received its city charter in 1872, and at this
point city records began to be kept. In 1872 Christina
gave birth to her third child, another girl. She was
born September 14 and was named Elinor Ceci]ia.135
Also, at this time James began making donations, along
with others in town, so that some of the brethren could
go to work on the St. George Temple. In 1872 he donated
$10.00 cash, which was quite a bit of cash at that time,
another sign of his growing prosperity.136
On November 24, 1874, another son came into their

137 Also that

lives, a son whom they named Parley Peter.
fall the first County Assessment of Record was taken,

and James was assessed the following:

City and Farm Property $ 50.00
4 Cattle 130.00
2 Horses 100.00
2,000 Sheep 4,500.00
1 Vehicle 35.00
Cash Money 35.00

Total Value . $ 4,850.00
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At this time his assessed value was higher than that of
anyone else shown on the records.138
Another problem arose (not for the first time ac-
cording to family tradition) in 1874, and it was to
affect the lives of James and his family in a profound
way for the remainder of their lives. James was

approached again about the matter of taking a plural

wife--entering into polygamy.



Chapter 2

THE WHYS AND HOWS OF PLURAL MARRIAGE

Though there are no primary records extant giving
reasons why James Yorgason entered the practice of plural
marriage, there are several family traditions and suppor-
tive secondary sources available, and these enable one to
draw some fairly strong conclusions.

According to information handed down through
various branches of his family, James and Christina
Yorgason were first approached about the prospect of
entering "The Principle" by Daniel H. Wells, counselor

138

to Brigham Young. At first hesitant, Yorgason was

soon persuaded by Christina to be obedient to Church

139 How much

authority and to do as they counseled.
encouragement he needed is not known. What is known is
that he felt, throughout his 1ife, that the doctrines of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints were
true, and that the Church in all ages had been and was
being directed by actual prophets. Throughout his 1life
he bore strong testimony of his feelings regarding this,
the following being examples.

On May 5, 1882, during a missionary conference

he was conducting in Malmo, Sweden, Yorgason said that:

24
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. . . he, together with his brethren, had left
Zion in sincerity to proclaim the gospel of
Jesus Christ to the habitants of the earth, and
he brought forth the similarity between the
reception by the people against (the) Lord's
humble servants in former days and now.140

In Stockholm, during another conference, he
stated that he felt the success of the work was assured,
for God had appointed its existence. Both that day
and again the next he stressed his convictions that
what he and the other missionaries were doing was
scriptural, and that each of them labored under the
direction and protection of a God who loved them and
who was blessing them for their diligent sacrifice in
His behalf.!*!

On November 29, 1886, he wrote a letter to N.C.
Flygare, President of the Scandinavian Mission, further
expressing his feelings and his courage in doing what he
felt was right, despite opposition. In the letter he
spoke of new converts, the interest of "strangers" in
their message, the school of free english which the elders
were teaching, and finally he described an opportunity
he had made for himself to bear his testimony in a
Methodist hall at South Adolph Fredricksborg before a
minister and congregation who were apparently stunned
by what he had to say.142

It is obvious, then, that he felt strongly

about his Church membership and Church responsibility.

Such feelings would easily be expressed in a willingness
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to obey counsel from Daniel H. Wells. Besides the
encouragement of his wife, then, and the impetus of his
own personal convictions, there was yet a third factor
which contributed, at least in a minor way, to his

decision to enter polygamy. James Yorgason had learned

that many women found him attractive.]43

For fairly obvious reasons, 1ittle has been said
about this aspect of his 1ife by family members. However,
two sources who spoke out at the time of his death shed

some 1ight on the idea.

Another who helped to take care of (James
Yorgason) while he was dying was his old friend
and neighbor, Mercie Ivory, who was my mother.
She at one time stated to me that had the oppor-
tunity ever presented itself, she would gladly have
become one of the many wives of James Yorgason.l44
When (James Yorgason) had his funeral, Flo
Draper, who was a daughter of Amy, his fourth wife,
wanted to go to the funeral, because she wanted to
know how he was able to get so many women. She
said, after she had seen him Taying there in his
casket, "Well, now I know how he was able to do
it. He got them because he was able_to, or looked
so good. He was just nice looking."

With such imﬁetus it was logical that he start
immediately, and so he did.

Prior to August 2, 1875, when Yorgason was sealed
to Francis Margaret Tilby in a plural marriage relation-
ship, there was 1ittle besides his growing wealth to
distinguish James Yorgason from other Utah Mormons.]46
On that date, however, he joined other local leaders,

men like Aaron Hardy and Mons NT‘eTsr.)n,]47 who were
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considered the elite of the Church in the local area,M8

and became a polygamous Mormon.
According to family tradition, James Yorgason's
first wife, Christina, suggested the woman who would

144

become the first plural wife in their family. Her

name was Francis Margaret Tilby, she was sixteen years

0ld, and her family lived near the Yorgasons in Moron1.150
Yorgason apparently felt reluctant about the idea because
of the youthfulness of the girl, but his wife was adamant

and so preparations were mad&.]51

Yorgason's wife
prepared a meal, Miss Tilby was invited to eat, her
manners and demeanor were observed closely, and then as
Yorgason walked out the door with the young Tlady, his

wife Christina whistled a tune. They had agreed previously
that one song would mean that she gave her approval,

152 Following

another would mean that her vote was no.
that meal Christina must have whistled the "yes" tune,
for Yorgason and Francis Margaret Tilby were sealed in
the Endowment House in Salt Lake City by Daniel H. Wells
on August 2, ]875.153
For Yorgason, courting prior to that first plural
marriage had been brief with 1ittle extravagence. It
consisted simply of several meals, after each of which
there would be a long walk home, the two adults accom-
panied by Yorgason's five-year-old daugnter, Nora, who

154

went along to help still any wagging tongues. In this

he established a pattern which held true for the next



