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hiram himself appears to have lost the feericseeric
gift that he once possessed in the early years of

charismatic excitement in a letter to oliver cowdery in

1847 hiram states
brother oliver I1 am neither a prophet nor the son of a
prophit I1 3 altho I1 am ordained to that order I1 J and
when the time comithcamith that the lord will see fiteitelt to
bestow the meanscmeanmeansmeang as he did in the beginingc3begininge3 then
israel shall be led as in days of oldeeoldc3olde1 etchenct3henetihen the
saying shall be fullfilledfull oldfilled things shall become
new
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waited for the restoration of the gift of seership as

demonstrated in the beginning the use of feericseeric
implememtsimplements and tools would enable them to enjoy the gift of

seeing to which they had previously attained the
preeminatepreominatepree roleminate of these gifts was acknowledged by hiram to
be a protection for the church as the source of disspellingmisspellingdis
darkness

spelling
and error

he who has these things is called a seer if it
requires the posesseonposes ofseon these means to constitute a
seer then david cannot be said to be a seer at this
time no more that joseph could from the chimelctimel of
receiving power till he had the means because the
spectilcles are reserved to go with the plates and we
expect the one will come with the other and david is
the man whom the lord has apointedappointed to fill this office
that is to be the head of the church in all spiritual
matters as a man posessedpossessedpos ofessed all the necessary gifts
for the church of christ at this time and when the lord
sees that his church has purified themselves
sufficiently and that it is wisdom in him that other
records should come forth he has the man ready being
regularly apointedappointed and ordained who is willing to act
in this appointmentapointment cwe see there is great wisdom
it excludes all those who would fain set themselves up
to be prophets and leaders of the church which would
bring the church into confusion there being many that
want to be leaders

hiram and his associates found themselves in a

time
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disconcerting position they justified and validated their
own authority independent of joseph smith while remaining

true to the power of the original experiencesperiences the process

of separation from the main body of the saints did not

force them to reconcile with what they considered apostate

christianity an intellectual impossibility given their
early experiences within the church they retained what to

them was the most significant feature of mormon origins by

reaffirming their belief in extraordinary gifts of the

spirit this however caused them to be caught in an

uncertainty that could never be resolved being unable to
recapture the initial enthusiasm they enjoyed under the

tutelage of joseph smith they patiently waited for the

millennial day and the subsequent restoration of seericfeeric
gifts this left them so organizationally weak that they

never became a force on the mormon landscape

the whitmer group did not proselyte other than a

few letters to friends and david whitmerewhitmerswhitmer an address to

all believers in christ they failed to gather converts

this seems unusual in light of the emphasis missionary work

that normally occurs in sect development as per recent

sociological andingsfindingsindings perhaps this was due to the loosely

defined organizational structure that existed among them

also the groupegroups desire for specific revelatory direction
likely inhibited proselyting initiative the lack of

missionary activity certainly contributed to their
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inability boto sustain momentum and decisively contributed to

their demise as a force within mormonismmormoni
some of what came to be called whitmeriteswhitmentes11

finally found a home with the re organized latter day

saints after josephs death it is significant that the
reorganized church of latter day saints was the one

alternative with a solid ecclesiastical organizational

structure hiram and most of his associates however

never forsook the purity of their hope page never

relinquished the vision that seership and additional

scripture were forthcoming fully confident that that the

lord would manifest himself as before he died still
awaiting the glorious millennial day in which these things

would be revealed

m
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disdigdisconfirmedconfirmed

eroselyprosely ting
began in earnest under the direction of joseph smith
missionaries were sent to england and other foreign
countries for the first time their efforts reaped
impressive results adding many saints to the cause as
others withdrew the role of immigrant converts in
strenghthening the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints and providing a base for later colonization in the
great basin is an area of study where much work needs to be
done

6 festinger et al
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for explanations1planations for mormonismmormonisms supposed failure
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CHAPTER VI

HIRAM PAGE SUMMARY OF A PROTOTYPE

the origins church life and subsequent apostasy

of hiram page are of significant historical value in

attempting to arrive at a more complete understandingunderstand of0inq

the mormon response to its social context pagespage lifes

also serves to illustrate the motivations of first
generation mormon converts As such page may be viewed as

prototypal of the early primal group of believers who

joined the church and later became disaffected
mormonism is representative of the ideal sect in

sociological models of new religions 1 it was a minority

movement diverging in doctrine and practice from orthodox

christianity adherents to the faith regarded their claims

to authority and theology elusiveexclusiveclusive to all other religious
claims the church considered itself restorationist and

depended on special commentary on scripture to resolve

uncertainties that existed this insight came in the form

of the prophet or additional divinely sent scripture
the church came into existenceexistenseistenseintenseerisexisenis astengetense americans

consciously or unconsciously perceived that established
religion had lost its way during a time of social and

religious ferment mormonism validated its authority and
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ingdomeangdomingdonlangdom with the failure of the saints to achieve

zion in missouri their hope of an imminent millenialmillennialmil glorylenial
suffered a confirmationdisconfirmationdisconirmationdiedisdle the non event of the kingdom

exacted predictable results the church membership either
tempered the disconfirming events by increased proselyting

activity or they sought solace in a modified form of

belief the schismatics generally perceived as the most

psychologically disinherited separated from the main body

and attempted to restate and reaffirm the original mission

of the church

an examination of the available source material for

hiram page suggests a type of individual attracted to the

claims of joseph smith and the restoration message first
page was dissatisfied with the articulation of social and

religious values by the denominations spiritually and

existence by reference to superhuman intervention rather
than to a traditional authority structure its first
members were attracted by prophetic charisma and by the

exercise of extraordinary spiritual gifts after the

initial period of enthusiasm however there was a

rejection of the more esoteric emlifoilfolk beliefs and occult
practices charisma became centralizedcentralicentrale and concerned

within an authority structure a development which served

to insure the integrity of the movement

the church was millenarianmille membersnahannanan viewed

themselves as co worl ersars with god to bring about the coming

of his
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geographically he became a pilgrim in the land bryan

tilsonwilson notes that the disinherited are mostly unaware of

specific problems and are unable to vocalisevocalize their concerns

in concrete terms they sense only that something is
wrong this vague perception notwithstanding does not

lessen their sense of urgency page mselfhimself was an

itinerant wanderer in his early years his lack of

permanence certainly served to intensify his sense of loss
second not content with the lack of spiritual

manifestionsmanifest withinions established religion page like many

of the early converts turned to thaumaturgic relief
these more arcane practices existed side by side with

religion in ante bellum america and filled an emotional

void hiram clearly did not consider these practices and

beliefs as contrary to religion rather these now

peculiar gifts were viewed as an tensionextension of the same

worship even as a special dispensation from god

accordingly folk beliefs and occult practices forged a

link between believers like page and joseph smith

third before coming into contact with joseph smith

or the restoration message hiram was a millenarian like
many others page believed that the milmii lenilentieni urmurnumm was imminent

and that it was the destiny of the american nation to be a

redemptive instrument in the hands of god the fact that
hiram took up his stone to discover the location of the new

jerusalem and that many believed in his revelations leads
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us to suggest that eschatology was a pre occupation with

the early saints
fourth hiram7hiramshirama s estrangement from joseph smith

occurred in context of the disconfirming events in

missouri the separation was amplified by the

communicationexcommunication of his friends and the removal of pages

social network from the church while it might be argued

that the major cause of disenchantment with joseph was the

result of the whitmer family troubles in missouri the

available page documents suggest otherwise nowhere does

hiram refer to problems of his wifescifes family as the source

of his discontent his major concern was always

disappointment with josephsjosephjaseph failure to accomplish the
preparations for the coming kingdom hiram s trauma was so

severe that he spent considerable time developing a

personal eschatology based on apocalyptic scripture to

explain the delay in the realization of the millenialmillennialmil

glory

lenial
qt4

finally pages separation from mainstream

mormonism illustrates the process that apostasy took within

the church the experience of the whitmer group suggests

that the founding claims contained such power and

attraction that a return to orthodox christianity was

extremely difficult the groupsgroup modifieds religious faith
occurred within a mormon context and retained a belief in

the original establishment of authority pages argument
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that joseph smith wasvaswagyas a true prophet until avarice and

self importance led to a his rejection by god is
x 13 illustrativelistrativelustrativeListra oftive most schismatic mormon claims

hiram has largely been forgotten by most

contemporary latter day saints he is only a name at the
bottom of the testimony recorded in the booiboolbookboorbaor of mormon

however his legacy to the twentieth century church is
significant importantly hiram played a significant role
in providing validity to the restoration message jan

shipps notes that the original group of converts were

intregalint inregal the transformation of restoration claims into a

set11set of objective facts and operating principles around

which whole societies may be organizedorgani professorprofzedsed shippsebeor

continues

the experience of the original group becomes profoundly
important in that whether or not they were persuaded
to accept the restoration on the basis of rational
argument or by some intuitive nonrational means
their belief malmai es the beginning of the restoration
possible consequently their acceptance itself
becomes in time a part of the original set of
restoration claims their belief validates the claims
and at the same time becomes as the belief of the
early christian apostles demonstrates an infinitely
repeatable paradigmatic act wherein the claims of the
restoration are continually transformed into facts and
principles through an endless chain stretching across
the stream of time es

few have been as eloquent as hiram was in affirming

the power of the restoration message to the end of his

life page maintained an unequivocable testimony in the

visionary experiences of church origins modern mormons

taketatetaietattai greate satisfaction in recounting the experiences and
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testimonies of this early group of latter day saints
though somewhat forgotten hiram should not be overlooked

for his contributions to the process of faith building

the role page played 26 september conference became

a fundamental aspect of church growth and policy the

issue which this conference posed of institutional vs

individual revelation is still a continuing source of

concern for latter day saints on 222.22 august 1913 the first
presidency of the church issued a statement designed to

specifically address this issue
from the days of hiram page doc & cov sec

28 at different periods there have been manifestationsmanifestation
from delusive spirits to members of the church
sometimes these have come to men and women who because
of transgression become easy prey to the arch
deceiver these people are led astray by false
spirits who exercise an influence so imitative of that
which proceeds from a divine source that they find
it difficult to discern the essential difference
apparently satan transformed himself into angel of
light

when visions dreams tongues prophecy
impressions or an extraordinary gift of inspiration
conveys something out of harmony with the accepted
revelations of the church or contrary to the decisions
of its constituted authorities latter day saints may
know that it is not of god no matter how plausible it
may appear also they should understand that
directions for the guidance of the church will come by
revelations through the head

the lordslord churchs is a house of order it
is not governed by individual giftsgits or manifestationsmanie
but

stations
by the order and power of the holy priesthood as

sustained by the voice and vote of the church in its
appointed conference

to this time this has been the most enduring

legacy of hiram page however long ignored hiram should

be recognized for his contributions and take his place
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among the principal men of the early restoration in

response to the charges of his being a transgressor an

apostate or someone who had been simply deceived page if
he were living might respond as he did to oliver cowdery

over a century ago

now I1 say unto you every man must plant for himself
and proon his own vinyard as time and season will
permit now those that have planted shall see to their
own abundance ar7r
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APPENDIX

hirams stone has been described as approximately 5
by 3 by 12 in size and thickness it has two holes for
the implementation ofo thef seeria gift it is also said to
ha a small drilled hole for a chain enabling the user to
wear it around the neck it was handed down in the whitmer
family through one generation and finally came into the
hands of mrs mayme koornkootnkootnz richmond missouri see alvin
R dyer the refiners firfire e salt lakelatelaie city deseret boolbooiboakbaak
co 1972 ppap 263 262 for the most comprehensive
treatment of seer stones in the early mormon period see
ogden kraut seers and seer stones dugway ogden raut
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HIRAM PAGE AN historical AND sociological
ANALYSIS OF AN EARLY MORMON PROTOTYPE

bruce G stewart

department of historystoryetory
MA degree april 1987187

ABSTRACT

recent sociological studies propose a model for
understanding early mormonism in its cultural contextcontent
such models while experimental suggest commonalities
between mormonism and contemporary millennial sects
enthusiastic beginnings early convert response to american
mi millennialism1lennialism the containment of charisma through
institutionalization discomfiture of mormon millenialmillennialmil
expectation

lenial
and the process of apostasy within the church

provide the parameters of this study

the life of hiram page an early convert is used
as a foil to this end page is prototypal of the original
band of followers who were attracted to joseph smith
drawn to joseph for spiritual comfort page and his
associates supported the prophets work testified of the
extraordinary events of the mormon restoration and as the
first believers made the movement possible later they
became dissatisfied with the developmental church and
withdrew from fellowship in an attempt to reestablish what
they perceived as the original and pristine expressions of
mormonism
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