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CHAPTERCHAPTEB I1

introduction

many people have made significant contributions to the church

of jesus christ of iatterlatter day saints since its organization in 18301850 A

prime example was zebedee coltrin to the writers knowledge no sig-

nificant work has ever been done on the life of zebedee coltrin yet

before a history of an organization such as the church of jesus christ

of latter day saints can be complete it mustbustaust consider the lives and

contributions of its leaders zebedee coltrin was a prominent leader

of the church during the kirtland period and he was closely associated

with the general authorities throughout his life in utah

the purpose of this thesis is to study the contributions which

zebedee coltrin made to the church and its members too often we view

history as involving masses of people movingcoving through time and events

and we fail to see individuals with their separate thoughts and feelings

particularly those who contributed to the making of history

zebedee coltrin was an intimate acquaintance of joseph smithsmithlsmitht

the first president of the church and was associated with himhiahla in many

important events which transpired in the early period of the church

after the saints had established themselves in utah coltrin became a

patriarch in the church and gave patriarchal blessings to such promin-

ent men as helvinmelvinkeivin J ballard and george albert smith his accomplish-

ments and contributions to the church have created an interest in the

writer to make this study

nificant
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DEdelimitationsLIMITATIONS

only important events in the history of the church of jesus

christ of latter day saints will be discussed as they relate to zebedee

coltrin the work will not consist of a daily account of zebedee

coltrincoltrins life but a study of the contributions which he made to the

church which help clarify certain items in the history of the church

definitions OF TERMS

many of the terms used in this work are peculiar to the church

of jesus christ of latter day saints

the term church has reference to the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints

the term stake refers to an ecclesiastical divisiondivisi of the

church which includes several wards or branches

the termtern ward has reference to a local congregation within a

stake

the term saints has reference to the membership of the church

of jesus christ of latter day saints

the term mordonmormonmondon is a nickname given to the members of the church

of jesus christ of latter day saints because of their belief in the book

of mormon

the term prophet as used in this treatise shall refer to joseph

smith jr founder of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

RESEARCH DESIGN

A careful study has been made of all journals and periodicals
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located in the brigham young university library the LDS church histor-

ical department and the utah historical societySociesocle whichtyttyl have had a

bearing on the life and time of zebedee coltrin from these three

research centers most of the information has been obtained for this

thesis

the primary sources that have been used in this study include

the journal history of the church locacedlocated in the latter day saint

church historical department at salt lake city utah the history of the

church compiled and edited by brighambrighanbrichan H roberts and A comprehensive

history of the church written by brigham H roberts newspapers such

as the evening and the morninghorning star the messenger and advocate the

timestimea and seasons and the deseret news which cover the major periods

of LDS church history have been examined for information pertinent to

this study A further source of information has been personal diaries

and journals of men who were closely associated with zebedee in

addition thesis and dissertations written about the period of time

when zebedee lived have been studied

as



lifeslifey jamesjanes coltrin igratedimmigratedmigrated with his family to

bongsong

CHAPTER II11

THE EARLY LIFE OF ZEBEDEE COLTRIN

on september 7 1804 at ovid seneca county new york a son

was born to john and sarah coltrin he was a child of promise and

destiny one who would play a significant role in the building of the

church of jesus christ of latter day saints

Zebedeezebedees ancestry can be traced to scotland where james

coltrinColcoi histring great grandfather was born and raised in edinburgh in

search of a better lifeilfe
america and settled in edenton north carolina here he engaged in

farming as a means of supporting his family which consisted of his good

wife a daughter and two sons one aonsonbon samuel later went to arabia

to seek his fortune the other son john who was to be the grandfather

of zebedee was born while the family was crossing the atlantic ocean

and stayed in america

john coltrin married and moved to tolland connecticut where

he purchased a farm and began to raise a family of three sons williamswilliam

elisha and john jr the later being the father of zebedee coltrin

john coltrin jr was born july 5030 1775 on his fathers farm

at tolland connecticut he later married sarah graham and became the

father of nine sons and two daughters the fifth son was named zebedee

andrew jenson LDS biographical encyclopedia salt lake city
western epics publishers press 1920 1I 190

4

1

6

l-andrew
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coltrin

in the year 1814 john coltrin jrjre with his wife and children

moved to geaughgeauga county in the state of ohio life had been hard in

new york where the family had lived and john covedmoved his family to improve

their financial condition the family remained only a short time in

geaughgeauga county then then moved to strongsvilleStrongs ohioville here zebedee
4grew up working on his fatherfathers farm

COMING OF missionaries

in octoberOct 183018309oberl joseph smith received a revelation calling

oliver cowderyCow parleyderys P pratt peter whitmer jr and richard ziba

peterson on a mission to the lamaniteslazanitesLamaLaza this5nites mission proved to be of

great importance to the church hundreds of converts were brought into

the church in ohio

parley P pratt stated that the arrival of the missionaries in

kirtland novemberNov 1830emberg caused great excitement among the people the

news of their arrival soon spread throughout the region and people

throngedthrongerthron toged them night and day to be taught the gospel meetings were

statement by mary marcusenHarnar personalcusen interview february 5
1973 mary marcusen is the granddaughter of zebedee coltrin and lives
at present in spanish fork utah

zebedee coltrin incorrectly spells this geoga county
4
thos C martell autobiography of patriarch zebedee coltrin

written at the request of zebedee coltrin by thos C martell february
1 188018809 manuscript history located in the church historical department

doctrine and covenants salt lake city the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints 1952 28 5030 32 hereafter cited as dacd&c

oliver cowdery was called in section 23 peter whitmer jr in section
5030 and parley P pratt and richard ziba peterson in section 32

5

2

jr9

2-statement

3zebedee

is
5doctrine
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dlyadly

6-parleys-parley

7ibidbibid

6

held throughout the neighborhoods great success attended the mission-

aries as they preached within three weeks after the arrival of the

missionaries in kirtland over 120 were baptizebaptized and this number was

soon increased to one thousand

leaving kirtland on their way to missouri the missionaries

passed through several neighborhoods preaching the gospel about fifty

miles west of kirtland they stopped at the home of simeon carter who

received them kindly simeon read the book of mormon and received a

testimony of its truthfulness after simeon was baptized and ordained

an elder he organized a branch of about sixty members of the church in
7strongsvilleStrongs ohioville

conversion OF ZEBEDEE COLTRIN

it is not known to what extent the four missionaries directly

influenced the life of zebedee but the conversion of simeon carter and

the sixty others who were all residents of strongsvilleStrongs certainlyville

influenced this young manmansaanaaneeane

for many years zebedee had been looking for a church that he
0

could feel was true but his search had not been successful he hadbad

often remarked that he felt behe would live to see the day when there

would be apostles and prophets among the people as there had been in the

parleypanley P pratt autobiography of parley P pratt salt lakelmke
city deseret book co 193 P 4&48

bid p 48 1

0
minutes of a high priests meeting held at spanish fork utah

february 5 1878188187 located in the church historical department hereafter
referred to as spanish fork high priests meeting

6

mibsourithe

8

t
1

51
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minutes
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sait
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9days of christ
on a cold january night in 1831l831i zebedee attended a meeting that

10
was being held at his fathers home in strongsvilleStrongs theville preacher

solomon hancock a recent convert to the church himself told of the

restoration of the gospel of jesus christ by heavenly messengers

zebedee listened intently and was deeply impressed with the teachings

of this new religion when the meeting was over john coltrin who

was also pleased with what he had heard invited solomon hancock to

spend the night in his home zebedee aisoalso spent the night with his

father sharing a big four poster bed with elder hancock elder hancock

continued to expound the gospel until 100 aaam when he fell asleep

long after elder hancock hadbad fallen asleep zebedee lay awake meditating

on what he had heard he said

thinking on what I1 had heard I1 resolved to be baptized and as
I1 lay meditating the room became lighted up with a brilliant light
and I1 saw a number of men dressed in white robes likeilke untoirto what
we call temple clothes soon after the vision closed

when corningmorning came zebedee felt the powers of darkness take

hold of him with astonishing power to the point that he remarked that

he tried to pray but the heavens seemed like braasbrass to himbinbimhiahla when
13

this strange power had gone zebedee awoke elder hancock and requested

baptism at his hands the spirit of god had testified to him of the

bid

ibid

ibid

ibid

ibid

11

likeirto

ds

91bid

10

11

12

131bid



concoafirmed

8

truthfulness of what had been said by solomon hancock and zebedee was

14
now ready to comply with that message on january 9 18311851 he was

baptized by solomon hancock in a pond near hishib fathers farm he was

twenty seven years old

in order to be baptized the ice which was one foot thick had to

be cut it was a cold day but zebedee implied that he was warmedwanned

with the fervor of his newfoundnew faithfound As he stepped out of the fri-gidarg-id

water onto the ice he bore his testimony to those who had come to watch

the baptism ten days later zebedee was confirmedcoafirmed a member of the
17church by lyman wight who was also a recent convert

ordination TO THE priesthood

prior to zebedeeszebedee conversion he had belonged to the methodist
18

church and had qualified to be a methodist minister however the

writer can find no evidence that zebedee ever accepted his ministeralministerialmini

duties

steral

in the methodist churchchurchychurche perhaps this can best be explained by

the fact that he believed at the time that the true church with its
divine authority was not on the earth

according to zebedeeZebede the authority to act for god which he

concluded had been lost was given to him a little less than three weeks

ibid

martell op cit deseret news church news 5altsallt lake cit7citz7
november 179 1962 marcusen personal interview february 3 1973-

16spanish fork high priests meeting february 1878

ibid

marcusen personal interview february 53 1973

15

frgid

16

t

14

39
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17

18-
marcu8en

eq

kartell fallt cita



18321852 a conference was held at kirtland ohio

where several ordinations to the priesthood were performed on this

occasion zebedee was ordained to the office of a high priest by reynolds

cahoongabooncaboon and hyrum smith the spokesman two years later zebedee was

called to serve for a short time on the high council in missouri hehyihyl

was chosen to fill the vacancy created by the absence of parley P

pratt 21

MARRIAGE

zebedee was married and operated his own farm in strongsvilleStrongs

ohio

ville

several years before he heardbeard the long awaited gospel message

he married julia ann jennings in octoberoctobers 1828 by whonwhoawhom hehc had five

children julia did not accept the gospel as readily as her husband

but was baptized by john taylor at a later date at kirtland ohio

kartell op cit

reynolds cahoon journal 1831321831521831 523218313-2 july 17 18521832 located in
the church historical department martell op cit

joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints ed B H roberts 2d ed rev salt lake city deseret
book 1969 liv119

585-9385-9

9

after his conversion on january 21 18311851 hohe was ordained an elder
19by john whitmer one of the eight witnesses to the book of mormon

A year later on july 17

164

julia ann Jenningjennings8 was born june 1 1812 at tioga tioga
county pennsylvania she was just sixteen when she married zebedee
letter from mary marcusenMarcu marchsenyseng 24 1974194

martell23 op cit john taylor did not join the church until
may 9 18361856 and it was not until march 1831857 that he arrived in
kirtland ohio ven though there is no baptismal date for julia
coltrin it would appear she could not have been baptized before march
18318571837 see brigham H roberts the life of john taylor salt lake city
bookcraft inc 1963 ppap 583938395838 39

20

pra

22

23

19martellmantellmanteli
20

21

22

even

22

ad
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sweet to die in christ

their marriage had been blessed with five children four of

whom proceededprece theireded mother in death shortly after the death of julia

the last of the five children died leaving zebedee alone and disheart

ened over his misfortune

while behe was serving as a missionary in wisconsin zebedee met

mary mott she was lighting a lamp in the church when he saw her and
26

he said to himself there is my future wife

gol901

lils1119

citicita

beepgeep

biedldiedl

10

their marriage was short lived when julia died in kirtland ohio

october 24 1841 at the age of twenty nine at her death it was

written

she fell asleep in fullfuli faithfalth of a glorious resurrection
bayingsaying to her husband as her farewell address let me goigotgol901
let me go come lord jesus and take aeme 1 her exit waa like
the infant dropping to sleep in its wothersbothersmothers arms

zebedee records that

after a brief courtship they were married february

1974

marcusen personal interviewinterviews february 5 1973 martell op

cit1citl zebedee states that all five children died inia their infancy

marcusen personal interview february 5 19751973

martell27Harhannan optellstelis cit

ibid

ibid

fullfaith

25

1-
126

59 18431845 and in

1846 they hadbad their marriage sealed in the nauvoo temple by president
27brigham roungloungeyoung on the day they had their marriage sealed zebedee

records that they received their final blessings in the house of the
28

lord under the hands of elder parley P pratt zebedee and his wife

29mary were blessed with ten children

times and seasons nauvoo illinoizIllin januaryoiZ 15 1842 III111ililii
669 letter from mary karMarcug-incus-in february 1513

24 rnauvoo illinois 159
harcuseng

39

26
39

28

29

Harcuseng



CHAPTER 111IIIililii

KIRTLANDKIRTIAND PERIOD

missionary

joseph smithsmitn arrived in kirtland ohio on february 1 18511831

where he was welcomed and received into the home of newel K whitney

with the arrival of the prophet kirtland now became the center of the

proselyting activities of the church As one writer has so aptly

stated

from 18511831 to 1851837 no state received the saturation treatment
that ohio did over and over again it was crisscrossedcriss bycrossed mormon
elders on their way or returning from other states in addition
those unable to go on longer missions would often manage to find a
few days for preaching in such towns as amherst portagePor ortagel
newton and elders living at homes during the off season or 2winter months would often be available for short preaching tours

zebedee coltrin had been a member of the church a little less

thanthen a month when he left strongsvilleStrongs toville attend a conference in

kirtlandKirt ohiolands here for the first time he met the prophet joseph
0

smith who was presiding over the conference this was the first time

a conference of the church had been held in the state of ohio it is

said but probably erroneously that it convened on february 21 1831185118319

joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints ed B H roberts 2d ed rev salt lake city deseret
book co 1969 VI 14515 hereafter cited W

david bitton kirtland as a center of missionary activity
185018581830185018301-85818301-838 1118581838 BYU studies XI spring 1971 P 99

there is no evidence that a conferenceconfere wasace held on this day

11

t

219
3

l-joseph

HC

2-david
c-
david

499

3theathere

ad



5leviclevi

12

with twelve elders present on that day levi hancock and zebedee

coltrin were set apart to preach the gospel in the regions westward
4until the juno conference levi hancock had also met joseph smith in

february 18311851 and probably had attended the conference with zebedee

and others there is no record of this first mission and we are left
to assume that they went

from june 53 to june 6 1831l851i conference was held at kirtland

this was an important conference and some two thousand people attended

and zebedee is probably mistaken with his date A conference was
convened on february 9 1831 at which twelve elders were present and
joseph smith received the law of the lord which is found in section 42
of the doctrine and covenants havingravinglaving been ordained an elder previous
to this time zebedee would have been one of the twelve elders present
when the revelation was given

4
thos C martellkartellmarteilmarteli autobiography of patriarch zebedee coltrin

written at zebedee coltrins request by thos C martellmartellskartell february 1
18801860 located in the church historical department salt lake city utah
during the kirtland period zebedee fulfilled several short missions
throughout ohio they are too numerous to mention in a work of this
nature but the reader is referred to the following for further infor-
mation concerning zebedees experiences as a missionary in the ohio
period zebedee coltrin journal vol 1I june 15 1852135213321832 to march 28
183518551833 vol II11 march 26 185518331853 to february 1 18541834 vol illIII111lillii january
24 18341854 to june 1 18541834 located in the church historical department
salt lake city

levi hancock diary p 51 located in the church historical
department saltsaitt lake city utah

HC 1I 17616 the doctrine of the restoration as taught by the
lamanite missionaries namely oliver cowdery peter whitmer jr
richard ziba peterson and parley P pratt invited some misunderstand-
ing and confusion among the new converts in ohio they taught that the
restoration included spiritual gifts as practiced by the church in new
testament times the new converts were weak in the faith and easily
mislead thus false spirits crept into the church after the departing
of the four missionaries many claimed to receive revelations while
others beheld angels while still others would fall down and froth at
the mouth in this manner they

cock

5

c

6

17
15

6-
hc9

ite

c-laimed

e-

dson fuller heman basset and burr
riggs were the most prominent7prominent claimed7 they were taught many precious
things by the spirit of god nanymanymacy were deceived by these abnormalities
and believed that the revelations were indeed divine the conference

liv
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on this occasion the saints assembled in a little string of buildings

under the hill near isaac morleyallmorleys11Morley placeall and then moved to a school-

house located at the top of the hill this building was built of logs
7

and was filled with slab benches on which the elders sat

joseph smith presided and conducted at the conference and spoke

on the building of the kingdom of god and its importance while the

prophet was speaking he stepped out or the floor and saidraidbaidbaldealdeaid I1 now see

god and jesus christ at his right hand let them kill me I1 should not
0

feel death as I1 am now 111-
18

during the conference others received spiritual manifestations

while some were troubled by the power of the evil one zebedee coltrin

an eye witness on this occasion reported the following

during the meeting the power of darknessdarknesedarknesfdar wereknese made manifest
in a remarkable degree causing some to make horrid noises and
others to throw themselves violently around onecne man of the name
of leman copley standing at the back of the house was taken by a
supernatural power and thrown into a window then joseph said to
lyman wight go and cast the devil out of leman he did so and
the devil entered into the body of harvey green and threw him upon
the floor in convulsions then joseph laid hand upon him and
rebuked the spirit from him and from the house upon which the
spirit left him and went outside among the crowd of men standing
near the door and made a swath among them several feet wide
throwing them violently to the ground joseph said this was a
fulfillment of the scriptures where it says the man of sin should

held on this occasion was an important one because the prophet taught
the people how to recognize the manifestations of an evil spirit see
max H parkin A study of the nature and causes of external and
internal conflict of the cormonsmormons in ohio between 1830 and 1858183811 unpu-
blished masters thesis brigham young university 1966 chapter IV
and doctrine and covenants 50 which was given just previous to the
conference

0
levi hancock diary typed copy ppap 474847 found48 in special

collections at brigham young university

ibidbidI1

aliati

7leviclevi

met

8 iritp

8



19631965 seminar on the prophet joseph smith given at brigham young
university ppap 474847

spanish

48

fork high priests meeting february 1 1878188187

14

9
be revealed

at this conference some were ordained to the office of high

priest for the first time in this dispensation zebedee records that

when lyman wight was ordained a high priest joseph told him he would

see the heavens open after his ordination he stood on his feet and

testified that he could see the heavens open and jesus standing on the

right hand of god lymans appearance on this occasion was of pec-

uliar interest to those present the spirit rested upon him until his

countenance was a brilliant transparent white according to

zebedee harvey whitlock was ordained next to the office of high priest

receiving the same promise from joseph as lyman however when standing

on bibbishishib feet he seemed paralyzed hilshisblishibhilb arm was stretched out as if nailed

to a cross and his mouth was drawn into the shape of an italic
joseph smith rebuked the power which had seized hiahimhic and harvey testi-
fied as lyman hadbad done that he saw the heavens open and jesus standing

12on the right hand of the father joseph then turned to zebedee coltrin

and levi hancock and told them that they had another calling as high

0
minutes of a high priests meeting held at spanish fork utah

february 5 1878188187 located in the church historical department here-
after cited as spanish fork high priests meeting

ibid

hyrumbyrum andrus little known friends of the prophet joseph
smith

d
10

11

11011

9minutes

10

12

ha-rvey

11

sarvey
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lg16

dac17d&c

15

15 14as any eannanman in the house others were ordained to the office of

high priest following the ordination of harvey whitlock and zebedee

records that this was the beginning in our day of ordinations to the

office of high priest 1

on june 7 1831 the day after this special conference had

ended a revelation was given to joseph smith at kirtland concerning

the elders of the churchchurchychurche missouri was designated as the place for

the next conference and twenty eight elders were named to travel to

missouri preaching and baptizing along the way zebedee coltrin was

called by the lord through joseph smith to accompany levi hancock and

17travel to missouri they traveled through ohio indianaIndi illinoisanavanal

and missouriMisso baptizingbapurivurig severaltising while enrouteearoutegaroute to zion zebedee coltrin

and levi hancock had a variety of experiences during their sojourn

together levi hancock recorded in his journal a comprehensive account
latift18laa

of their experiences as missionaries after traveling through several

countries in ohio the two elders stopped in solonsolons shelby county ohio

levi hancock diary p 49 one can only conjecture at what
joseph meant by this statement perhaps it would not be too far from
the truth to say he had reference to the first council of seventy
inasmuch as zebedee and levi were both called to this high office in
the church

14
levi hancock diary p 49

spanish fork high priests meeting february 1 1878

B H roberts A comprehensive history of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints salt lakeikedake city deseret news preespress 19501930
I1it 25020 doctrine and covenants salt lake city the church of jesus
christ of latter day saintasaints 1952 52 hereafter cited as dacd&c

d&c 5229
18

dennis A clegg levi ward hancock pioneer soldier
political and religious leader of early utahutah11 unpublished Mastermastersmastera
thesis brighambrigbaa young university 1966 p 19
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discouraged and depressed because their message had been rejected here

they saw an old man splitting railsralis zebedee said that man will take

us in the mangmansaang last name was kirkland and he quickly befriended the

two missionaries when he learned who they were he had become acquaint-

ed with the church through a niece who was already a member

kirkland invited his neighbors and friends to his home where

for several days the elders preached the gospel at the end of the

meetings kirklands wife was baptized having become convinced of the
19truth of the testimony of the elders the missionaries continued and

arrived in winchester randolph county indiana sometime in july here

they met a schoolmaster and introduced the gospel to him the school-

master was so pleased that he helped them obtain permission to use the

courthouse in which to preach soon a large branch was raised up the

elders having baptized about one hundred people with this success

came also persecution and while they were in winchester they were

handed a letter which read

sir we have been reading your new bible ie book of moraon-7mormon-7mormo-ne

and find it to be a piece of nonsencenonsensenon sic-7sence and we understand ou
are looking for the new jerusalem we tnf3rm you it is not here
and you must leave this place before tomorrow at 10 oclock or we

have something to reveal to you far beyond the book of mormon
you maynay take mr brindle sew convert7converthconvert with7 you if you have any use
for such an a to prack fouryour religion on

after receiving the letter levi asked zebedee what he thought

they should do he replied that he would stay and fill the appointment

if levi would remain when the two missionariesmissioaaries arrived at the meeting

19levi hancock dianydiary typed copy ppap 2 53

ibid ppap 5555455554

21diary

55

of levi ward hancock handwritten ppap 313351335131 33
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the building was already crowded with people who hadbad come to hear their

message many of those who attended had been responsible for the threat

madeoadebade on the elders lives the meeting was opened by levi singing and

zebedee coltrin offering the opening prayer levi then spoke on liber-
ty and the freedom expressed in the declaration of independence he

was followed by zebedee who spoke on the same subject and then opened the

door for baptism at the close of the meeting seventeen people were

baptized

leaving winchester and traveling early one morning by a marsh

a snake made its way towards zebedee levi hancock wrote that when

zebedee would stop and turn towards the snake it would flatten itself
out as if a wagon had run over it even though the snake was so

spiteful they decided not to kill it and went on their way rejoicing

levi did not finish the entire trek with zebedee he became so

ill in boone county missouri that he could not continue the journey

zebedee found lodging for him at the home of thomas thraelkillthrailkill and

then continued on to jackson county missouri it was not until

november 18521832 that levi arrived in jackson county and found his

missionary companion

before all of the elders who had left kirtland to travel to

masourimissouri had arrived at their destination many of the saints in

missouri had begun to doubt some of the revelations given to joseph

smith the revelations in question concerned zebedee one given on

ibid

levi hancock diary typed copy p 59

24clegg op cit p 20
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august 1 1831 stated let the residue of the elders of this church

who are coming to this land some of whom are exceedingly blessed even

above measure also hold a conference upon this iclea-dlen-dibadad 1-125

about two weeks later joseph received another revelation con-

cerning the missionaries who were on their way to missouri

and verily mine eyes are upon those who have not as yet gone
up unto the land of zion wherefore your mission is not yet full

nevertheless ye are blessed for the testimony which ye have
borne is recorded in heaven for the angels to lookuponloo100 andkupon they
rejoice over you and your sins are forgiven you

As the elders arrived in missouri few had had success this

caused some to doubt the revelations among them was sidney rigdon

who questioned the revelations and wondered what they meant at the

arrival of solomon hancock and simeon carter however it was learned

that they had baptized between twenty and thirty souls this fact

seemed to ease the contention when it was learned that zebedee and

levi had baptized upwards of a hundred people sidney rigdon gave

glory to the god of heaven and said did not know what those revel
27

actionsations meant before1 sister gilbert wife of A sidney gilbertglibertGi

apparently

loert

had a copy of the revelation and showed it to levi and

zebedee and stated that means you brother levi nd7snd7 zebedee
o0

11

everybody says you are blessed

the length of zebedees stay in missouriMia issouri not known howeverho

by

wevers

january he was again doing missionary work with harvey whitlock asaz

d&cdac25d&c 5861

d&c 6223
27
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ibid p 66
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his companion they traveled through illinois indiana and southern
29michigan into ohio from tazewell county illinois to Fountafountain

county indiana zebedee traveled in company with charles C rich and

solomon wixon charles C richriche a recent convert to the church was

on his way to kirtland to see the prophet joseph smith for the first
time at fountain county coltrin ordained rich to the priesthood

whereupon they parted company rich continued on to see the prophet and

5030coltrin went on with his missionary work

zebedee finally returned to strongsvilleStrongs ohioville from zion and

hishiahla missionary travels on june 1 1852183201832 between august and december

zebedee filled several short missions on on of these short MiSSiOnmissions

in company with john F boynton he met david patten who was on his way

east to fulfill a missionmieniseib pattensionslon was traveling with john murdock and

reynolds cahoon and upon meeting zebedee they agreed to hold a council

relative to their duties they retired to a grove to inquire of the

lord and agreed that zebedee should be the person to whom the lord

should make known his will elder patten testified that the lord heard

their prayers and revealed that they should pursue their journey east
52

ward not in haste nor by flight elder coltrin returned from

29journal history of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints january 2 18321852 located in the church historical department
hereafter this collection will be referred to as journal history

50john henry evans charles coulson richrichy pioneer builder of
the west new york the macmillan company 1936 23 journal
history august 15 18371857

zebedee coltrins journal june 15 18321852 to march 28 1855183518331853
located in the church historical department salt lake city

david patten journal november 29 18321852 located in the
church historical department salt lake city
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this mission january 5 1853018551833018351833

A missionary TO CANADA

As early as june 18321821851852 phineas young eliel strong eleazer

miller and enos curtis preached the gospel to the inhabitants of eastbast
5town upper canada with considerable success in october 183318531855

joseph smith with sidney rigdon and fleemanfreeman nickerson went on a

missionary trip into upper canada consequently zebedee coltrin was

among the first to expound the gospel in canada after the organization

of the church in 18301850

at a high council meeting in kirtland february 20 18541834 several

letters were read and discussed which had come form canada asking if
elders could be sent to teach the gospel

the whole council felt as though the spirit required the
elders to go there it was therefore decided by the council
that lyman E johnson and miltonkiltonmllton holmes should travel together
into canada that zebedee coltrin and henry herriman travel
together into canada and that jared carter and phineas young
travel togetheriftogether theyif can so arrange their affairs at home as
to be liberated

during these early years of the churchs growth zebedee was

foremost in the ranks of those who went forth to teach the gospel to

his fellowmenfel helowmen was a faithful missionary who delighted in teaching

the gospel to others

journal history november igi 18321852

ibid june 9 18521832

55
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ibid 11II 5535
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THE SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS

joaephjoseph smith reported receiving a revelation at kirtland ohio
vy

on december 2 18321852 which he designated the olive leaf this was

an important revelation given to josephjosephv containing information regard-

ing the school of the prophets in the revelation joseph was told who

5838should attend the school and also what should be taught

zebedee coltrin records that the school of the prophets com-

menced to operate on january 24 18331855 at kirtland ohiochio the39 school

was composed of male membersbombers who had been the first elders in the
40

church those who were not the first elders in the church were to
41continue in their missionary labors until the lord directed otherwise

the school was organized by assembling the elders together and washing

their feet this ordinance was performed by joseph binding himself with

a towel and then washing each one of the elders feet at the same time
42pronouncing them clean from the blood of this generation the washing

of feetfeeafeer was in harmony with the instructions given to joseph by the
4543lordlordo and was to be administered as a means of accepting men into the

school of the prophets

ibid 1I 502302

38do 8870806870806870880808870680806822068520 117140117

journal

140

history january 24 1833185518351853 zebedee coltrin journal
june 15 18321852 to march 28280 1833185518531835 p 61

dacd&c 8870 74 zebedee had been an elder since 18511831918519 and had
already completed several successful missions HC 1I 522352253223322522

d&c
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after joseph had washed the elders feet he told themthen that if
they sinned wilfully after they were thus cleansed and sealed up unto

eternal life they should be given over unto the buffetings of satan
44until the day of redemption

after the washing of feet was comloletedcompleted joseph administered
45the bread and wine to the members of the school the day the school

of the prophets was organized there were fourteen members present

joseph smith jr sidney rigdon frederick G williams newel K

whitneyVh hyrumitney smith zebedee coltrin joseph smith sr samuel H

smith john murdock lyman E johnson orson hyde ezra thayer levi
46

hancock and william smith zebedee coltrin gives the same fourteen

names as does joseph smith but adds sylvester smith martin harris and
47reynolds cahoon these three probably joined the school a few weeks

after it had started how many were added to this group later on

49cannot be determined at the present time

44kirtland council minute book p 8 located in the church
historical department zebedee later testified to president john taylor
that he could conscienciouslyconscientiously say before god and the brethren those
present7presentapresent that7 he hadbad kept his covenants made when joseph washed him
it was then moved that zebedee coltrin be accepted into the school of
the prophets in utah minutes regarding the salt lake school of the
prophets october 12 18831885 located in the church historical department
salt lake city hereafter this will be cited salt lake school of the
prophets

45journal history january 24 1833-

46
1I 322

4
salt lake school of the prophets october 53 1881883 p 8

48journal historyHist februaryoryll 18 18331835

49orlenorien curtis peterson A history of the school and educ-
ational programs of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints in
ohio and missouri 185118591831183918511831 unpublished18591839 kastermastersmaster16Master thesis brigham
loungyoungroung university 1972 p 16
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zebedee recorded that during the first winter the school of

the prophets was held the members engaged in the science of english

graergrammer of which they obtained a general knowledge

benjamin F johnson a member of this school said that most of the

first elders of the church attended

SPIRITUAL manifestations AT KIRTLAND

within the school of the prophets many spiritual manifestations

were received joseph smith reported great joy and satisfaction

r-uoC-JQ

salt lake school of the prophets october 11 1883 p 69

benjamin F johnson my lifes review independence missouri
zions printing and publishing co 194 ppap 212221 see22 also hyrum L

andrus doctrinesDoctrine of0 thef kingdom salt lake city bookcraft inc
1973 III111 329

1-150
joseph pre-

sided over the school and appointed orson hyde as the teacher but

occasionally sidney rigdon taught the school

As the teacher of the school of the prophets orson hyde was

the first one at the school every morning As the brethren would come

to the school brother hyde would salute them with uplifted hands and

they answered with uplifted handsbands this52 was done in accordance with

the instructions which joseph smith had received from the lord

according to zebedee it was at a later date in a larger school
cl

that the lectures on faith were given here sidney rigdon presided 54

51

morn J ng

53

55

52

53

55benjazin
1 9

50journal history january 24 1833 the study of grammar would
have been in harmony with the instructions joseph claimed to have
received from the lord see dacd&c 8877988777968777988778876877

salt5-1salt

79

lake school of the prophets october 11 1883 p 68

ibid

d&c 8813213688132
54

136

6

sait

dac



57saltsait

24

continually beamed in the countenancescountenancer of the school of the prophets

and bhethe saints on account of the things revealed and our progress

in the knowledge of god

zebedee coltrin was one who witnessed some of these spiritual

canifestalmanicani ionslonsfestal he records that shortly after the organization of the

school several of the elders wished to see an angel several knelt

and prayed that a vision nightmight be given and when it came two of the

elders levi hancock and solomon humphreys shrank and called for the

vision to close or they would perish A short time later the prophet

entered the room and when he was told what had taken place he remarked

that the angel was no further off than the roof of the house and a

57
moment more he would have been in their midst 11

on march 18 183318351855 joseph assembled the members of the school

to take care of some needed business on this occasion doctor philas

tus hurlbut was ordained an elder after hurlbuts ordinationordinations joseph

smith set sidney rigdonhigdon and frederick G williams apart as his counsel-

ors in the first presidency joseph then exhorted those present to

keep the commandments and be faithful promising them at the same time

that the pure in heart would see a heavenly vision after praying

joseph recorded that the brethren saw a heavenly vision of the savior

and concourses of angels and many other things of which each one has
Q

a record of what they saw

zebedee states that the members of the school of the prophets

times and seasons nauvoo Illinois7 V 738

salt lake school of the prophets october 11 1883 p 69

times and seasons nauvoo illinoi7 V 738 HC 1I 334354

11
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netmet in the morningcorning about sunrise they always went fasting and praying

and then they partook of the sacrament at four oclock in the afternoon

before leaving home they washed themselves and put on clean linen at

one of these meetings after these precedingsprec hadedings taken place and joseph

smith had given them many instructions they knelt in silent prayer

the order of prayer which zebedee records was with uplifted hands

each one praying in silence while they were thus praying zebedee

recorded

I1 saw a personage passing through the room as plainly as I1 see
you now high priests at spanish forl7fork7 joseph asked us if we knew
who it was and sweredanswered himself that is jesus our elder brother
the son of god

after the vision closed joseph told those present to again

resume their former position of prayer which they did

again I1 saw passing through the same room a personage whose
glory and brightness was so great that I1 can liken it to nothing
but the burning bush that koseshosesmoseskobes saw and itaitsiba power was so great
thathadtha itthad continued much longer I1 believe it would have consumed
us

after this personage had disappeared from the room joseph

announced to the elders present that it was the father of jesus christ

whom they hadbad just seen zebedee closes hisbis remarks with the state-

ment t bawraw him

zebedee coltrin testified on numerous occasions that he had

62
indeed seen the father and the son he could testify as had joseph

spanish fork high priests meeting february 5 188188187

ibid

salt lake school of the Prophetprophets october 53 1883 p 59

high priests records of spanish fork september 18801880
september 18811381 august 13 1882 june 3 18861836 june 2 188 located
in the church historical department salt lake city
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smith when he claimed to have seen them in 1820 that they were

indeed two separate and distinct individuals zebedee states that the

appearance of the father and the son occurred about two or three weeks

after the school was organized joseph told those present that they

were now prepared to be the apostles of jesus christ because they indeed

knew of his existence

at the school of the prophets held fifty years later in salt
lake city zebedee coltrin gave an account of this vision and several

other experiences which had happened to him in the school of the

prophets in kirtland those present were john taylor george cannon

erastus snow brigham young jr francis M lyman heber J grant

L john nuttall and zebedee coltrin after relating the vision of

seeing the father and the son to these brethren coltrin was asked

about the kind of clothing the father had on to which he replied

I1 did not discover his clothing for he was surrounded as with
a flame of fire which was so brilliant that I1 could not discover
anything else but his person I1 saw his handsbands his lebslegs his feet
his eyes nose mouth head and body in the shape and form of a
perfect manoan he sat in a chair as a man would sit in a chair but
his appearance was so grand and overwhelming that it seemed I1
should melt down in his presence and the sensation was so powerful
that it thrilled through my whole system and I1 felt it in the
marrow of my bones

when asked about the savior and how he was clothed zebedee

replied that he was clothed in modern clothing apparently of gray

the pearl of great price salt lake city the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints 1952 joseph smith 11II 17

this vision probablyprobabl took place on marchmirchmurchkirchkurchM 18urchirch 1855185318331835 see times
and seasons auvooau Illinoisvoo 7 V 7587589
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after the vision of the father and son had taken place joseph

again instructed the brethren to resume their positions in prayer in

a short time joseph drew their attention to reynolds cahoon zebedee

observed that cahoon was on his knees with his arms extended and that

his hands wrists head face and neck down to his shoulders were as a

piece of amber clear and transparent his blood having apparently le-ftiftaft

his veins when joseph called the attention of those present to

cahoon the change passed away from him joseph remarked that in a

few minutes more brother cahoon would have left us but he came to him-
o

self again
0

the school of the prophets was held in the upper room of a

building which was attached to newel K whitneywhitneys store here it
was that zebedee witnessed these spiritual manifestations

the contributions zebedee made to our knowledge of the school

of the prophets in kirtland is invaluable one writer has stated

if zebedee coltrin had not given an account of the first
school of the prophets to the members of the school in utah the
only informationinfo availablemationmatlon would be that which is recorded in the
doctrine and covenants and a few references in joseph smiths
journal

71
the school of the prophets closed in april 1835185518331853 the main

67ibid p 69

68ibid p 60

ibid
70peterson op cit p 25
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72reason was that contentions had risen among the members

the school of the prophets had been held for three main reasons

1 for the members to learn the gospel and to prepare for the endow-

ment which was to follow later 2 to receive visions 3 and to pre-

pare to receive spiritual blessings how well these goals were achieved

is hard to ascertain it would be safe to say however that they did

not fully realize all these blessings because of the contentions whicwhichchic
arose among the members

THETHFtre CALLING OF THE SEVENTY

in february 1835l835i two events took place of singular importance

to the restored church of jesus christ following a sabbath meeting

which was held february 8 1835 joseph smith asked elders brigham and

joseph young to come to his home and sing for himehine after they did so

joseph smith related a vision to them which he had received concerning

those men who died of cholera while traveling with zions camp As he

related the vision he wept bayingsaying if I1 get a mansion as bright as

theirs I1 ask no more he then asked brigham young to notify all the

brethren living within a reasonable distance from kirtland to meet at

a general conference the following saturday where twelve special

witnesses would be appointed to travel to the nations of the earth

brighabrigham young was told that he would be one of themthen the prophet then

turned to joseph young as though the vision of his mind was extended

still further and addressing him said brother joseph the lord has

made you president of the seventies agreeable to the wishes of the

d&c 9510

i
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prophetprophett brigham young notified the various branches of a conference

that was to be held february 14 1835 at which time the twelve were

7573appointed and ordained the conference then adjourned for two weeks

zebedee coltrin was present when the first quorum of twelve was

4
chosen in this dispensation and witnessed this important event

on february 28 1835 joseph again assembled the members of the

church for the purpose of organizing the seventies the individuals

selected for this quorum were chosen from those who had gone to missouri
75in zions camp the first quorum of seventy was organized by the

76
prophet joseph saithsmithsalth and given the instructions that the seventies

were to constitute traveling quorumquorumsqu toorums go into all the earth
77withersoeverwhithersoeverwither thesoever twelve apostles shall call them the names of the

presidents of the first quorum of seventies were as follows

presidents

hazen aldrich leonard rich
joseph young zebedee coltrin
levi hancock lyman shermansheroan

sylvester smith

only six of the seven chosen to be president of the first
quorum were ordained at the time of the organization of the quorum levi

hancock was absent at this time but bibbishishib place was held vacant until

7573joseph young sr A history of the organization of the
seventies salt lake city deseret news 1878 p 121

74

2

journal historyHistoristo februaryryt 14 1835

75 11II 201
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joseph young sr op cit p 4

77W 11 202
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79
he returned

at this special conference held at kirtland february 28 1835l855i

zebedee coltrin was ordained a seventy by joseph smith and oliver

cowdery joseph smith being mouthmouths A few days later march 1 he was

ordained one of the seven presidents of the first quorum of seventy by

joseph smith sr hyrum smith joseph smith jr oliver cowdery

david whitherWhi fredrickfiert G williamwilliams and sidney rigdon who was mouth

on this occasion the blessing given to zebedee at this time was

we seal your ministry anew unto you and you shall go as far as
the lord shall send you that if there are islands not yet found by
the world you are one who shall go and hunt them up and proceed to
all nations and you shall have forever to fulfilfulfill this your ministry
you shall be an instrument changed throughout and prepare to do good
you shall have heavenly visions and the ministry of angels shall be
your lot you shall have great faith to perform your works you
shall go to islands that are not troubled with Priespriests and convert
and wordord not readable them7 and bring them to zion and join your
brethren with great r-ejoicing amen

one month after the organization of the seventyseven josephtyg smith

received a revelation setting forth the duties and callings of the

seventy they are as follows

1 the seventy were called to preach the gospel throughout
the world

2 the seventy were to be witnesses unto the gentiles in all
the world

53 the first quorum of seventy was to form a quorum equal in
authority to that of the twelve special witnesses or apostles

4 the seventy were to act under the direction of the twelve

bricfbrigf

ae4e

80

if the twelve needed help in preaching the gospel they were
to call upon the seventy first

79joseph08eph young sr op citcitecito p 4

martell op cit
8kirtlandscirtland council minute book march 1 18351855
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6 there should be seven presidents chosen to preside over
the seventy theaethese should be chosen out of the number of the
seventy

7 the seventh president of these presidents were to preside
over the six

8 the seven presidents welewere to be responsiblerespon81ble for the choosing
and calling of other seventies

zebedee coltrin presided as one of the seven presidents of the

first quorum of seventy for the next tvta o0 years he fulfilled his

duties and obligations honorably several who were received into the

seventies were ordained and instructed regarding their new callings by
ozo

zebedee
z

more prominent among these were wilford woodruff and elijah

abelablabi 884

during the years 18353718555718351855 a5737 question arose as to who held the

highest office a high priest or a seventy finally because of the

bickering of some of the high priests and a few of the seventies a
ficfie

council was called on april 6 18371857 to settle the problem anistnis
meeting was held in the temple it wasWM ascertained that five of the

seven presidents had previously been ordained to the office of high

priest joseph smith then invited these five brethren to unite them

86selves with the high priests quorum they included hazen aldrich

DO 1072510725910225 2626s 5434 58389 95939959 95
Q

journal history january 53 1857 dean C jessee the
kirtland diary of wilford woodruff

aso3300-
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BYU studies provo brigham young
university press summer 1972 p jso

elijah abel the only negro known to have been ordained to the
priesthood will be discussed in chapter IV 525652
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on

leonard rich zebedee coltrin lyman sherman and sylvester smith

the first quorum of seventy was then reorganized with the new presidents

being

joseph young daniel S miles
levi W hancock josiah butterfield
james foster 00 solomon gee

john gaylord

forty two years later zebedee discussed this problem with

john taylortaylorl then president of the church they were at the home of

abraham 0 smoot in provoprovot utah president taylor asked zebedee why

he was not then one of the seven presidents to which he replied

I1 was acting then r1835t835 37377 as one of the ist seven presidents
of seventies and was ordered back into the quorum of high priests
I1 can tell you how that thing first started bro Benjamin7
winchester and bro jared carter while on the brick

heahex

amin-7amin-a

e-ae-7

yard at kirtland
bro W a seventy and bro jared a high priest got to contending
which held the highest office carter was rebuking him on account
of his folly which he said he had no right to do as he held a
higher priesthood thanthawn he did ad jared contended he didnt
because he-7 was a high priest 0

zebedee records that the contentions became so serious that it
finally reached the ears of joseph smith sr who told the problem

to the prophet joseph smith joseph inquired of the lord concerning

the solution to the problem and then he directed that we be put back

90into the quorum of high priests

ft
joseph young sr op citecit p 4

00
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wa8waswabwaa organized in an effort

to better prepare the elders as they went forth in the world to pro
92claim the gospel the school was held in the west room of the upper

part of the temple this room sometimes referred to as the translattranslay
9593ing room was consecrated as a place of learning by joseph smith sr

zebedee coltrin joined the hebrew school and spent a great deal of time

learning the language

besides being used as a school the temple was also used as a

meetinghouse for the various quroums of the priesthood frequently

the prophet would meet with the different quorums and give them instruc-

tions in relation to their duties as priesthood holders often the

meetings were of such a spiritual nature that many received visions

such was the occasion on january 21 18361856 many of the elders testified

that they saw the face of the savior while others declared that angels
94

had ministered unto them A week later joseph met with the various

quorums of the priesthood to instruct them and set them in order As

91roberts op cit I1

183318551853 under
91the direction of joseph smith prior to the dedication of the temple

in 1836185611636 it was being used as a school where the elders could study

hebrew

on january 4 18361856 the hebrew school

18561836

construction

5533
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joseph met with the seven presidents he instructed them to call upon

god with upliftedup handslifted that the blessings which had been promised

mightnight oebe realized sylvester smith one of the seven presidents saw

a pillar of fire rest down upon the heads of the quorum zebedee saw

the savior extended before him as upon the cross and a little after
95crowned with glory upon his head above the brightness of the sun

joseph records that this was a time 0101 rejoicing long to be remembered

many spake in tongues some prophesied while others were filled with

the spirit and beheld visions president zebedee coltrin one of the
96seven also saw a vision of the lord hosthostohogthoste 1-
196

many years later in speaking to a group of high priests in

spanish fork zebedee said that he had seen the savior in the kirtland
97temple when relating the same account of seeing the savior to the

school of the prophets in utah he said that when he saw him in the

kirtland temple on the cross his hands-7 were spiked to the wood and

he had around him hatkaat appeared like a sheet zebedee further stated

in the kirtland temple I1 have seen the power of god as it
was in the day of pentecost and cloven tongues as of fire have
rested on the brethren and they have spoked ic-7 with other
tongues as the spirit gave them utterance I1 gawsaw the lord high
and lifted up and frequently through the solemn assemblies
the angels of god rested upon the temple and we heard their voices
singing heavenly music at another time while consecrating a
bottle of oil we saw visibly the finger of god enter the mouth

ibid ppap 386385865873865865863-873863-87

ibid

387587

p 392592

QO97highhigh priests record of spanish fork april 29 1866 to
december 1 1898 high priests minute book located in the church
historical department

salt lake school of the prophets p 69
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THE dedication OF THE KIRTLANDKIRUAND TEMPLE

after much toil and many hardshipshardship the latter day saints

completed the temple and it was ready for the dedication on march 2

100
18361856 zebedee coltrin was present on this occasion and was a

witness t the events that took place the seven presidents of the

seventy were seated in the pulpits on the east end of the building

at nine am the services were begun by president sidney rigdon

reading the 96th and 24th psalms on this solemn occasion sidney

rigdon and joseph smith both spoke to the congregation exhorting them

to be obedient and to trust in the lords annointed joseph smith

called upon the quorums and the congregations to acknowledge the

presidents of the seventy as apostles and special witnesses to assist
104

the twelveTw inelvell spreading the gospel throughout the world after

the rest of the quorums had been sustained by the congregation the
i r

dedicatory prayer was offered by the prophet

the assembly dismissed at a little past four but met again in

the evening to receive further instructions joseph smith called on

99high priests record of spanish fork op cit
100 II11 410411410
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the congregation to speak and not to fear to prophesyprop goodheesyhersy concerning

the saints george A smith was the first one to arise and speak

on this occasion he began to speak

when a noise was heard like the sound of a rushing mighty wind
which filled the temple and all the congregation simultaneously
arose being moved upon by the invisible power many began to
speak in tongues and prophesy others saw glorious visions and
I1 joseph smit7smith7smitha beheld the temple wafilledwa withfilled angels which
fatfact I1 declared to the congregation

THE KIRTLAND STAKE

because of persecution from within the church and from outside

influences kirtland was abandoned by 18581838 the last large group to

depart was the kirtland camp which was under the direction of the
108

seven presidents of seventy even after the departure of this large

company the few saintasaintssaint8 which remained were still exposed to persecu-
tortionctiontiona and ill treatment by their enemies the few remaining saints

continued to have a branch organization until october 1840 when

almon W babbitt wasnasnag appointed to preside in kirtland on october 53

1840 general conference of the church was held at nauvoo where babbitt

was appointed to be a member of a committee to help organize stakes

between commerce and kirtland at this conference babbitt was

appointed to preside over the church at kirtland with the privilege

106
11II 428

Joseph wj87filled
declare-d
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of ossingchossingcrossingch whomever he desired as counselors several months went

by before babbitt fully organized the stake in kirtland because he was

in the east liquidating some judgments against church property in

kirtland there he met hyrum smith who advised him that he should

immediately begin to build up a stake in kirtland at this meeting with

hyrum smithsaithsalth babbitt reported that there were about one hundred english

converts waokaohao had arrived in kirtland but could not proceed on to

nauvoo because of lack of funds

illlii

smithssmithl

vaovio

provciprovot

illinoiseillinois7
fl-ermonfl-ormon

with the five hundred members who were

already living in kirtland this would make a little over six hundred

bembersbombersmembers for whom babbitt was responsible

A conference of the church was held in kirtland ohio commencing

on saturday may 22 1841 at which time almon babbitt was unanimously

chosen chairman with william W phelps appointed as clerk the chair-

man explained that the purpose of the conference wasvacvagwag to reorganize the

stake of kirtland thomas burdick zebedee coltrin and hiram winters

were appointed as a committee to examine candidates for ordination

elder babbitt was nominated by the committee for the president of the

stake in kirtland but he declined the nomination however after some

persuasion by the committee he accepted the nomination and waewaswarnaemae unani-

mously sustained by the members of the church babbitt then nominated

for his counselors lester brooks and zebedee coltrin who were also

unanimously sustained by the members of the church

times and seasons nauvooaauvoonauvoo illinois october7 18401840 11II 185
186 jay donald ridd almon whiting babbitt mormonkormon emissary unpu-
blished masters thesis university of utah 19551953 p 6

ivan J barrett joseph smith and the restoration provoprovoi
brigham young university press 1961967 p9 410

times and seasons sauvoo4auvooSau Illinoisvooyoo 7 11II 45848
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113
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the kirtland stake was short lived because babbitt was disfellow

shipped for teaching doctrines which were contrary to the revelations
114

of god A letter was sent to the first presidency in nauvoo

explaining that babbitt had been di8fellowshippeddisfellowshippeddisfellowship the115 presiding

elders in kirtland wanted to know if the lord had quit kirtland as a

stake if he had they wanted to know what they should do with the

church property there including the temple the letter was signed by

lester brooks and zebedee coltrin as acting presidents of the kirtland

stake shortly after the problem with babbitt the first presidency

of the church at nauvoo declared all stakes outside hancock county

illinois and lee county iowa discontinued

116ilg

diffdi6fellow

this officallyofficiallyoffi releasedcally

zebedee from his responsibility in kirtland whereupon he complied with

the council of the prophet joseph and moved to hancock county to help
117build the temple and university of nauvoo

114barrett op cit p 410 journal history october 51t 1842

at a conference of the church held at nauvoo illinois on
october 1 1841 almon babbitt was disfellowshippeddisfellow8hippeddisfellowship by the conference
for teaching contrary to the revelations and for discouraging the
saints to gather to nauvoo the letter of brooks and coltrin on this
occasion was probably one of confirmation regarding the action of the
presidency of the church in disfellowshipdisfellowshippingdi6fellowshipping babbitt see times and
seasons nauvoo illinoi7tillinois-7jii9hi 577

journal history november 16 1841
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CHAPTER IV

reminiscence OF JOSEPH SMITH

zebedee coltrin was intimately acquainted with the prophet

joseph smith from february 18311851 until the death of the prophet in

1844 during those thriteen years he participated in several signifi-

cant events with the prophet and was also an eye witness to several

revelations received by the prophet

zebedee states that he first met the prophet at the home of

isaac morleykorley in kirtlandKirtgirt ohiolands joseph was then a beardless young

man zebedee was a frequent visitor in the home of joseph smith and

he reported that he had heard joseph say they saint7Saint did7 not know

who he was and never would while in the flesh

the passing of tinetime did not diminish the love zebedee had for

the prophet he testified of his love for the prophet all his life
zebedee had been with the prophet when heavenly visions had been opened

before their eyes they had heard the voices of angels singing in the

kirtlandkirtlamdkirtlalnd temple 3

minutestlinutes of high priests meeting held at spanish fork utah
february 5 1878188187 located in the church historical department here-
after cited as spanish fork high priests meeting

bid june 2 188

bid
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THE URIM & THUMMIN

on the night of september 21 18231825 joseph smith claimed that

he was visited by a heavenly messenger named moroni the messenger told

him of a record which had been written upon gold plates by former

inhabitants of the american continent that concealed with these plates

were two stones which were called the urladria and thummintbumminThum josephminaincin was

informed that the uriaurla and thummin had been prepared by god for the

purpose of translating the book obook5ook of Mormon7

joseph specifically mentions returning the plates to the angel

moroni when he had finished the translation but says nothing regarding

the urimarim and thumminThum concerningmin this zebedee reported

i7 once asked bro joseph what he had done with the uriaurla and
thumminThum

joseph

min

said he had no further need of it and he had given it to
the angel moroni he had the melchisedec priesthood and vithwith that
priesthood he had the key to all knowledge and intelligence

THE GIFT OF TONGUES

anciently the apostle paul speaking to the corinthians said
7that there were diversities of gifts by the power of the holy ghost

4joseph smith history of the churchofchurchon jesus christ of latter
day saints ed B H obertsroberts 2d ed rev salt lake city deseret
book co 1969t1969o19690 1 12 hereafter cited as HC

Bab5b H roberts A comprehensive history of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints provo brigham young university press
197 1I 147
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one of these gifts the gift of tongues mentioned by paul was received

in the church soon after its organization in 18501830 after zebedee had

filled a short term mission in ohio he reported that he went to the

prophets hocehonehome in kirtland where he heard joseph speak and sing in

tongues on this same occasion hyrum smith laid his hands on sidney

rigdons child who was sick and immediately the child arose and was
0

healed to the earvelmarvel of those present

four days after this incident took place zebedee reported that

he was in a meeting when the lord blessed them with his spirit
brother john P green spoke in tongues followed by joseph smith who

9also spoke in tongues by the power of the holy ghost

zebedee stayed in kirtland for a week receiving instructions

from joseph smith and visiting with many of his rendsfriendstendsff finally in

company with john F boynton and william cahoon zebedee left kirtland

to labor in the mission field this mission lasted for two months

then zebedee returned to kirtland

in january 18518331831853 joseph smith recorded that it was a glorious

season of refreshing conferences were held and the gifts of the

spirit were poured out on those that believe and obey the gospel

on january 22 a conference was held and the following attended

joseph smith jr sidney rigdon frederick 0 williams newel K

whitney hyrum smith zebedee coltrin joseph smithtsmithsaithsalth sr samuel H

saithsmithsalth john murdockHurmur iymanlynandynandymanlymandock E johnson orson hyde ezra thayer levi

Q

zebedee coltrinecoltrinsColtri journalns november 1 18321852 p 50 located
in the church historicalhistoricahistorics department salt lake city

bid november 18 1832182183 p 50

ibid november 19 18521832 p 50
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hancock and william smith at this conference kirtland ohio the

school of the prophets was organizedorgani agreeable11zedsed to the commandment

received from the lord the gift of tongues and the washing of feet

were given to help prepare the elders of the church for this special

school

during the conference joseph smith spoke in tongues and was then

followed y zebedee coltrin who exercised the same gift william smithemithsaithsaltheaith

the prophets brother also spoke in tongues when the lords spirit was

poured out on the congregation until all the elders spake in tongues

and several members both male and female exercised the samecamesaneganegame gift

the conference lasted until a late hour during which the speaking and

praying were all done in tongues the conference assembled the next day

and witnessed the same gift poured out on the elders as had been
14

received the previous day

THE WORD OF WISDOMWISDCM

about one month after the school of the prophets had been

organized joseph smith received a revelation which would aid the saints

in their temporal salvation brigham young explains why this revelacevela

tion known as the word of wisdom came forth

see chapter II11 page 21 of this thesis

doctrine and covenants salt lake city the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints 1952 8878877 117127117 hereafter127 cited as
dacd&c

ibid 88139141881591158813988159 kirtland115 council minutebookninutebookminute januarybook 25
185318551833 located in the church historical departmentDepart saltcentomento lake city
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I1 think I1 am as well acquainted with the circumstances which
led to the giving of the word of wisdom as any man in the church
although I1 was not present at the time to witness them the first
school of the prophets was held in a small room situated over the
prophet josephs kitchen in a house which belonged to bishop
whitney and which was attached to his store which more probably
might be about fifteen feet square in the rear of this building
was a kitchen probably ten by fourteen feet containing rooms and
pantries over this kitchen was situated the room in which the
prophet received revelations and in which he instructed his
brethren the brethren came to that place from hundreds of miles to
attend school in a little room probably no larger than eleven by
fourteen when they assembled together in this room after break-
fast the first thing they did was to light their pipes and while
smoking talk about the great things of the kingdom and spit all
over the room and as soon as the pipe was out of their mouths a
large chew of tobacco would then be taken often when the prophet
entered the room to give the school instructions he would find him-
self in a cloud of tobacco smoke this and the complaints of his
wife at having to clean so filthy a floor made the prophet think
upon the matter and he inquired of the lord relating to the conduct
of the elders in using tobacco and therevelationrevelationthe known as the word
of wisdom was the result of his inquiry

when the revelation was first given to the members of the

school of the prophets zebedee reported that there were twenty one

elders present out of the twenty one present there were twenty who

used tobacco and they all immediately threw their tobacco and pipes
17into the fire those who used tobacco were told that they could

ease off on licorice root until they no longer needed or wanted the

tobacco but zebedee stated there was no easing off on tea and

coffee these they had to give up straight or their fellowshipfellowshi was

18
jeopardized

brigham young address delivered at salt lake city
february 8 1868 journal of discourses london latter day saints
book depot 1869 XII 15815

17minutes of the salt lake school of the prophets october 3
1883l885t p 58 located in the church historical department hereafter
cited salt lake school of the prophets

ibid october 11 188 p 68
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teare later zebedee testified that when joseph came out of the

translating room after having received the revelation on the word of
19wisdom that his face shone with brilliance

zebedee further remarked in a conversation with john taylor that

he hadbad seen joseph giving revelation when he could not look on his

face so full was he josepg of the glory of god and the house was

full of tletie same glory

THE SACRAMENT

zebedee records that in the school of the prophets the sacrament

was administered and passed to the elders this was done under the

direction of joseph smith

the sacrament was administered in the same manner that had

been used at the tice of the savior warmwazawacawara bread was provided which was

easy to break the person taking charge would break pieces as large

as a dansroansmansdoans fist and would then pass them to the elders present A

glass of wine was provided for each elder and in this manner he would

partake of the sacrament zebedee reports that this was the order joseph

taught them anciently jesus and his disciples had partakenpartakerpar oftaken the

bread and wine in the same manner this had been the order of the
22church anciently

speaking of the lordalords supper in connection with the school of

aq1q
spanish fork high preistspre18ts meeting february 5 18718818789 p 99

salt lake school of the prophets october 11 18831885 p 69
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the prophets zebedee reports that the brethren always went fasting

they would continue to fast until four oclock in the afternoon when

each elder would have a glass of wine and a piece of bread after the

ancient pattern

THE conference AT NEW PORTAGE

josephjodeph smith recorded that on april 18 18541834 he left kirtland
24

ohio to attend a conference which was to be held in new portage chio

zebedee who had just returned from a short mission in the surrounding

area kirtland was invited by the prophet to attend the conference

that evening the party composed of joseph smith sidney rigdonbigdon oliver

cowdery and zebedee coltrin dined at W W williamswilliaos1 in newburg and

then continued onoa their journey A little after dark they were

hailedballed by a man who asked for a ride the man professed to be alcksickbickblekbiek and

asked if the elders would help him joseph was impressed by the spirit
to refuse whereupon two other men appeared cursing and swearing they

followed the prophet and his party but were unable to catch them being

on footsoot

the next day the four elders arrived at norton where they

stayed with a jonathan taylor who received them with much kindness

here they retired to the wilderness to ask the lord to pour out his

ibid october 11 18831885 p 68
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blessing on the church oliver cowderyCow sidneyderyl rigdon and zebedee

coltrin then laid their hands on the head of joseph smith and conferred

upon him all the blessings necessary to stand before the lord in his

calling oliver cowdery and sidney rigdonbigdon were then blessed in turn by

the other three at the same time receiving great blessings and promises

it they would be faithful after sidney rigdon had received his bless-

ing the eiderselders laid their hands upon zebedee coltrin and he was bless-

ed that he eightnightmightbight have wisdom to preach the gospel even till it spread

to the islands of the geasseas and to be spared to see three score years

and ten and see zion built up and kirtland established foreverfore andverg
fi

even at last to receive a crown of life
zebedee at this point records an incident which took place at

new portage which is not found in the prophets history at the

conference at new portage elder coltrin observed that joseph seemed to

have a far off look as though he was looking at something at a distance

presently the prophet approached zebedee and oliver and asked them if
they would take a walk with him after a short walk in the woods they

reached a place where wild grape vines were growing here the prophet

suggested that they kneel in prayer and they each took a turn invoking

the blessings of heaven joseph then stretched himself out on the

ground on his back and extended hisblishiehlis arms to the two elders as pillows

on which to lay their heads zebedee reports that gradually the blue
29

heavens opened and they bawsaw a man and a woman sitting upon thrones

he said

HC 11II 505150
aqpq
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joeephjoseph asked us if we knew who they were we answeredanswer noedvedg
joseph saidsald that is father adam and mother eve their headheads
were white as snow and their faces shone with immortal youth

on this occasion joseph told the two elders they would see

visions years later zebedee reported that he had indeed seen father

adam and mother eve and that their faces shone with immortal youth

aisoalsoalbo that they saw other things at present there is no information

as to wha other things zebedee saw on this occasion

at just what time of day this took place on the nineteenth is

questionable however it appears that this meeting was separate from

the one where the four elders were each blessed because zebedee does

not mention sidney rigdon as being present when the vision of adam and

eve took place

ZIONS CAMP

in july 185318551833018351833 hostilities broke out in jackson county

missouri between the members of the church and the people of missouri

which resulted in the expulsion of the latter day saints from jackson
5232county at the time of the expulsion the saints were afforded a

temporary resting place in clay county here they remained for a short

time while attempts were being made to regain their land in jackson

county

according to joseph smith the lord allowed the saintssaintissaintes to be

30TLQ

spanish fork high priests reefingre februaryeting

0

ortal
31

30spanish 5 1878188187

salt31-salt lake school of the prophets october 53 and 11 188518839188318859

p 70 oliver B huntington diary 18419-00184719001847184 typed1900 copy II11 located in
special collections at brigham young university provoprovos utah

HC VI 36056032hajhcj

Spanish

sait



i-haI-LAf-laTV

dac33d&c

48

driven from jackson county because of their transgressions A revela-

tion outlined these transgressions as follows

behold I1 say unto youyoul there were jarringsearringsjar andrings contentions
and envyingsenvy andings strafesstrifesstri andfes lustful and covetous desires among
themthen therefore by these things they polluted their inheritances

they were slow to hearken unto the voice of the lord their
god thereforethere thefores lord their god isiz slow to hearkehearkengearke33 to

he then called for volunteers to aid their afflicted brethren in

missouri and some thirty or forty volunteered who were present at the

d&c 1016 7

5434
B H roberts the missouri persecutions salt lake city

bookcraft inc 196519659 p 112

ibid p 11435ibidj

unto their
prayers to answer theathenthem in the day of their trouble

in january 1834 the leaders of the church in missouri met an

conference at the home of parley P pratt to decide what to do it was

finally resolved that parley P pratt and lyman wight should go to
5434kirtland to seek the advice of the presidency of the church at the

banesanesamebame time a plea was made to the state of missouri the attorney

general of missouri R W wells wrote to the lawyers employed by the

church stating that an adequate force of the state militia would be

sent to help the cormonsmormons regain their land in jackson county

the

35

appearance of elders pratt and wight with a plea of help

for their afflicted brethren aroused the sympathy of the leaders at

kirtland A council meeting was held february 24 18341854 and the high

council of the church at kirtland listened to parley P pratt and

lyman wight rehearse the afflictions of the saints in missouri joseph

alrosearose and said that he was going to zion to assist in redeeming it
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5636
council meeting thus began one of the most fanousfamoussamous treks in the

annals of the church known as zions camp

joseph smith accompanied by parley P pratt left kirtland for

the east two days after the council met to raise funds and obtain
5737volunteers for the redemption of zion after the prophet returned

to kirtland he began to travel in the surrounding6urrouading area with other

leaders of the church enlisting all who could to aid in the redemption

of zion zebedee coltrin also took a prominent part in seeking redress

for the saints in missouri he traveled with the prophet to the

conference at new portagePor totagel ask for volunteers as well as financial

aid for zions camp

the seeking of volunteers and financial aid waswab done in response
o0

to a revelation which joseph smith received february 24 18341854 the

prophet was told that he should enlist five hundred men to help redeem

zion but if he could not obtain five hundred then three hundred

and if three hundred could not be found who were willing to go then one

hundred he was told however that if one hundred volunteers could

not be foundsound the lord would not justify his servants going to the land
XQ

of zion

new portage was madecadeeade the place of rendezvous for the elders

who had volunteered to go to the assistance of their brethren in

missouri the company which assembled at new portage numbered one

5636 VIIHC p 5939
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hundred and fifty this number increased to almost two hundred by the

time they reached missouri on mayhay 5 183418541834-1 at new portage joseph

smith began to organize zions camp in preparation for the march to
40zionzionazione onaaiaal may 8 18341854 it was agreed by the camp that they would put

all the money they had in one general fund and then appoint someone

to be responsible for the whole of it zebedee readily contributed two

41dollars and thirty seven cents which asnsvas all he hadhads 0 As joseph

organized the camp he divided it into companies of twelve with cooks

firemen tent men watemenwatermentermentemenbermenwatermonwa runners wagoners horsemenhorbhore andemenemeaecea a commi-

ssary being chosen for each company zebedee coltrin waawaswaz chosen as

one of the cooks for joseph smiths company joseph remarked that

he would not eat or drink anything but what zebedee prepared for him

this was a great responsibility for zebedee and he so remarked to the
ay4t4y

prophet josephs simple reply was that he could trust zebedee

it appears on one occasion zebedee became a little overzealous for the

prophet and was severely rebuked by hirhim zebedee discovered that some

of his bread hadbad turned sour but knowing how important it was not to

waste anything he served it to soaesomebome members of the company when

joseph learned of zebedees partiality in serving sour bread to some

while he received good bread he severely rebuked Zebedezebedee informing

40
HCEC II11no 64 barrett opeop citcito ppe 129123

41joseph smiths account with zions camp manuscript history
located in the church historical department salt lake city

42 hi 64

4543statement by mary marcusen personal interview february 53
1975197319251923 she is the granddaughter of zebedee coltrin and is living in
spanish fork journal history of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints february 6 1884 located in the church historical depart-
ment hereafter this collection WLIIwillwiil be referred to asaa journal history
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44
him that he wanted his brethren to fare as wellveilweliweil as he did

when the camp arrived at atlas they purchased twentyfivetwenty

gallons

five

of honey and a dozen missouri cured hams there was not enough

hams for everyone so60 the prophets company agreed to go without their

supper consisted of honey and mushnush before the evening was over bixsix of

the hams were brought to the prophets tent where they were thrown down

in anger when the meat was purchased it had already been a little
injured on the outside which was the apparent reason for bomesomesoae of the

members of the camp refusing to eat it the prophet told zebedee to

fry up the ham and for the first time in many days all the companycomcoa

feasted

lany

to their full satisfaction

just prior to this incident joseph had warned the entire camp

that a scourge would come upon them in consequence of their unruly
46spirits unless they would repent and humble themselves before god

three weeks after this remarkable prophecy cholera broke out in the
47

camp before the plague had spent its wrath fourteen of the saints
48

has died there is no evidence that zebedee was afflicted by the

cholera but he must have witnessed the dreadful attack of this disease

upon his brethren while he stood helpless in his attempts to relieve

their suffering heber C kimball remarks how greatly it affected him

to see the love manifested among the brethren for one another during

44
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thiathis affliction but that his feelings were beyond expression at the
49

scene of suffering before him

the camp was finally disbanded and joseph gave all those who

had families permission to return to them while at the same time

advising those who were single to remain in missouri

even though zebedee was married and could have returned to the

east with the prophetprophets Q blessing he chcsectusechusechase to remain in missouri at this

time here on july 12 1834 he was appointed by the high councilcouncill

along with edward partridge orson pratt and isaac morley to visitvi8itvicit

the afflicted and scattered saints and set them in order as the lord

should direct

one month later zebedee and nathan west were assigned as

missionary companions by the high council at far west missouri to

spread the gospel throughout the surrounding regions elder coltrin

was engaged in missionary work in missouri for at least the next three

monthsmont wherelaslabiab he witnessed much suffering and sickness among the latter
day saints as well as among the missouriansMissour

THE

ians

NEGRO AND THE priesthood

how long zebedee stayed in missouri after the disbandment of

zions camp is not known but by february 18351855 he was once again in

ibid p 116

barrett op cit p 216 H 11II 123125

H
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kirtland ohio where he witnessed the calling of the twelve and the

organization of the first quorum of seventy in this dispensation on

this occasion zebedee was chosen as one of the seven Presidentpresidents of the
54seventy during the next two years behe helped organize at least two

other quorums of seventy in kirtland because of his position it was

his responsibility to see that others were called to the work of the

ministry as the church grew

agreeable to appointment three of the presidents namelynameiy hazen

aldrichaidrich joseph young and zebedee coltrin met in the kirtland temple

on december 20 1836 to ordain men into the third quorum of seventy

the meeting was opened with prayer by president aldrich who afterwards

made ait few brief remarks on the responsibility of the office and calling

of a seventy the ordinations then took placeplacey with twenty seven men

being ordained into the third quorum of seventy by the three presidents

who were present seven of these were ordained by zebedee coltrin and

among them was elijah abel zebedee coltrin then gave some reproofsproofsre

HC 11II 205203

elijaheiljah55elijah55 abel a negro convert was baptized in september 18321852
by ezekiel roberts see andrew jenson LDS biographical encyclopedia
salt lake city western epics publishers presspresslprees 1920 III111ililii 577

besides ordaining elijah abel into the third quorum of seventy zebedee
gave him his washings and annointings in the kirtland temple he stated
I1 annointed him and while I1 had my hands upon his head I1 never had

such unpleasant feelings in my life and I1 said I1 never would again
annoint&nnoint another person who had negro blood in him unless I1 was
commanded by the prophet to do so see L john nuttall journal 1 292
zebedee also ordained on this occasion william presley george W

robinsonrobinsons abraham 0 smoot ebenezer robinson james C snow and
benjamin winchester it will be recalled that benjamin winchester was
one who had been responsible for the controversy between the seventies
and the high priests as to who held the highest priesthood see history
of the third quorum of seventy manuscript history located in the
church historical department and see also chapter 111IIIlii 315231 of52 this
thesis
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to those present for breaking the word of wisdom and exhorted them to
56attend their weekly meetings he then closed the meeting with prayer

about forty three years later john taylor then presidentPresipregipregl ofdeat

the church called at the home of abraham 0 smoot in provoprove utah

where he visited with brigham young jr zebedee coltrin L john

nuttall and brother snootsmoot and discussed the subject of ordaining

negroes tctr the preisthoodpreist ithood had been allegedly reported that

zebedee coltrin hadbadbedhed been teaching that the negroes could hold the
57priesthood because he had heardbeard joseph smith say they could zebedee

coltrin denied this allegation and stated

the spring that we went up in zions camp in 1834 bro joseph
sent bro i john-7j P green and me out south to gather up means
to assist in gathering out the saints from jackson county mo
on our return home we got in conversation about the negro having
a right to the priesthood and I1 took the side he had no right
bro green argued that he had the subject became so warm between
us that he said he would report me to bro josophjoseph when we got homehowe
for preaching false doctrine which doctrine that I1 advocated was
that the negro could not hold the priesthood allail right said I1
I1 hope you will and when we got home to kirtland we both went in
bro josephs office together to make our returns and bro green
was good as his word and reported to bro joseph that I1 had said
that the negro could not hold the priesthood bro joseph kind of
dropt his head and rested it on his hand for a minute and then
said bro zebedee is right for the spirit of the lpydlpsd saith the
negro hadbad no right nor cannot hold the priesthood

56history of the third quorum of seventy op citcitocite

57571L john nut tallttalltalitaii journal typed copy 1I 290 located in special
collections at brigham young university zebedee hadbad attended stake
conference on may 31 1879189 at provo utah and at the end of the
morning session on saturday had been invited by john taylor to come to
the home of abraham snootsmoot where with others the subject of ordaining
negroes itoto the priesthood was discussed

58
L john nut tall journal p 291 william W phelps said in

july l833i that there was no special rule in the church as to people
of color negroes7 according to zebedee however there was an official
policy one year later evening and morning star independence
missouri7kirtlandmissouri7iir ohio july 185316331855 p 109
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zebedee further stated that he had also heard joseph smith say

in public that no person having the least particle of negro blood can

hold the priesthood 59

abraham smoot testified the aarnesameaarre as zebedee saying that

application had been aadecademadesade by negroes in the south to hold the priesth-

ood when W W patten warren parrish and thomas E marsh were

laboring in the southern states in 18351855 and 18561836 when they consulted

with the prophet he told them the negroes could not hold the priesth-

ood nor should they be baptized without their masters permission

zebedee reported that abel was ordained a seventy because he

labored on the temple kirtland7airtland716Kirtland 11t-igi
1-

161
7 however when the prophet learned

of his lineage he was dropped from the third quorum of seventy and
62

another was put in his place

the writer haahas not tried to solve the problem of the negro and

the priesthood but merely to 6tatestate the facts as related by zebedee

coltrin regarding elijah abel holding the priesthood concerning this

problem zebedee made the following contributions 1 the doctrine

that the negro could not hold the priesthood came through revelation

to the prophet joseph smith as early asaa 18341854 2 whendhen joseph smith

learned of elijaheiljahnijah abels lineage behe was dropped from the third quorum

of seventy it seems obvious from this statement by zebedee that

elijah abel appeared to be caucasian rather than negronegroe 3 finally

L john nutnubNuttallnuttaiitallbalibail journalJourn typedalvalq copy 1I 291

ibid

ibid p 290
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1-159
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zebedee clears up a problem concerning the date abel was ordained into

the third quorum of seventy it was stated by andrew jenson that abel

was ordained a seventy on april 1841 but this obviously is a

mistake zebedee states that he ordained abel a seventy onoa december 20

18561836 in the kirtland temple

jenson op cit VIII 577

history of the third quorum of seventy op cit december 20
183618561636 journal history december 20 18561836
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CHAPTER V

NAUVOO TO UTAH

when the saints first settled in nauvoo after their expulsion

from missouri during the winter of 18381858 and 18591839 it was virtually a

swamp under the direction of joseph smith the swamps were draineddrain

homes

edvedg

were built gardens were planted and the latter day saints began

to prosper in their new location

zebedee settled in nauvoo in 18391859 but remained only a short

time he moved his family to kirtland and remained their for the next

two years with the final dissolvementdis ofsolvement the kirtland stake in 1841

and desiring to be obedient to the instructions of the prophet

zebedee gathered hisbishig family with the body of the saints in nauvoo

illinois he settled his family in a home on warsaw streetstreettstreets 3 and began

to lend his effort in building up the kingdom of god

As a means of supporting his family zebedee took up the trade
4

of a merchant how successful he was in this enterprise is not known

he was involved in missionary work and he probably had little time to

milton V backman jr american religions and the rise of
mormon ismisa salt lake city deseret book co 1970 ppap 5243265245245-26

2-seea-see

526326

chapter III111lii p 5838

iohn3johnajohn zimroermanZimzi brownermanroerman nauvoo today imporvement eraereemmena XII
april 1909 47545 june 1909 602

H4-
statementstatement by mary marcusen personal interview february 53

19731975 mary marcusen is the granddaughter of zebedee coltrin and lives
in spanish fork ulahutah

57
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los101ios 18431845 a special conference convened in nauvoo

for the purpose of ordaining elders and sending them to build up

churches the conference lasted until the twelvethtwel whenveth the names of

the elders were presented and they received their appointments

zebedee coltrin along with his brother graham coltrin and james H

flanigan was appointed to labor in smyth and tazewell counties

virginia

wellkeilmeilprovidedunprovided for before they

departed for their fields of labor then their families would not

become an added burden on the church 2 the elderseiderseidenseldens were to procure

subscriberssubscribe for the tidiestiaies and seasons collect the money and forward

it to the editor 3 when they f und a place where the people wanted

preaching they were to taystay themselves and preach in the paatpast when

the elders had found people who were interested in the gospel they

often wrote and requested that elders be sent by the leaders of the

church to that area they would then move on and leave the teaching

to someone else at this timetine they were instructed that this practice

should cease

joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints ed B H roberts salt lake city deseret book co 199191491

v7 hereafter this cillectioncollectioncil willlection be referred to as H

id

teacdeac 9

ajoseph5joseph

58

devote to being a successful merchant during this period

on april 10

before departing for their fields of labor the elders

were given special instructions by several of the twelve regarding

their duties as advocates of the gospel of jesus christ 1 they

were to make sure their families were we
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THE PROPHETS AIDald

on june 1513 18431845 joseph smith took his family and departed

from nauvoo to visit his cifeswifes sister in dixon some two hundred miles

northeast of nauvoo the same day the prophet left nauvoo governor

reynolds of missouri issued a requistionrequisitionrequist toion governor ford of illinois

for the return of joseph smith to missouri to stand trial governor

reynolds then appointed joseph H reynolds who was sheriff of jackson
7county missouri to go to illinois and return the prophet for trial

reynolds arrived at dixon on june 2523 18451843 in company with harmon T

wilson constable of carthage illinois when they arrived at dixon

they disquiseddisqui8eddisguised themselves and were introduced as hormonmormonmomonhomon elderseiders by

this means they were permitted to enter the wasson emicosemails sisters
residence joseph was in the yard going to the barn when the two

0
officers arrested him on this occasion the two arresting officersofficer
treated the prophet extremely brutal they continually thrust their

pistols into his ribs until he was black for about eighteen inches in
9circumference on each side

when the saints in nauvoo heard of the arrest of the prophet

hyrum smith ediatelyimmediatelymediately assembled the saints and called for volunteers

to help rescue his brother over three hundred men responded to this

call zebedee coltrin who had more than once shown his loyalty to

7ivan J barrett joseph smith and the restoration provo
brigham young university press 190igo p 200 HC V 451

H V 4394404594404394594394-40

bid9ibidej

440

p 4424420

ibid10 ppap 44644446447446 44744
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the prophet now volunteered to rescue hiehishibbisbib 1belchebelcvebe dlucyedlcyed leader

the prophet was rescued by his fricfriel-dsfrien-dsdds aladandendeld then he was conducted

safely back to nauvoo where they arrived junecune C2 18431845 the news

of the prophets arrival had preceededproceededprece hichiseded cd as he approached

nauvoo he was greeted by the saints with loud cheers the nauvoo

legion was assembled in full dress and the drasscrass band played joseph

mounted his favorite horse old charley and with emma at his sidebide

rode into nauvoo at the head of the procession

on july 1 184318451.8451.843 the municipal courtcoilrtcoilet of nauvoo discharged the

prophet for lack of substance in the warrant upon which he was

arrested joseph smith once again was vindicated of all charges

against him

A few days after the acquitalacquitacquittal of the prophet he instructed

the quorum of twelve to assemble the eldery at a special conference

in nauvoo at the conference which convened july 53 18431845 elders were

selected to go throughout the state of illinois to preach the gospel

and to help disabuse the public mind regarding the arrest of joseph

smith once again zebedee responded to a call from the leadensleaders of thetlletiie

church when he was called at the conference to go to mcdonough county

illinois here he expanded great effort to arrest the negative feelings
14of the people regarding the church and its leaders

journal history of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints june 27 18431845 located in the church historical departmentdepartments
hereafter this collection will be referred to as journal history
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THE ETIONELECTION OF 1844

during the lo10 illinois was a closely contested political

blateelate the balance of power being equal between the two major politi-

cal partieslar thetiegties whigs and the democrats the leaders of both parties

knew that the mormon vote decided which party would be in power and

accordingly they both courted the favor of the mormon people

the saints cast their votes as a unit for whichever party

would help them obtain their interests this brought them into direct

conflict with the losing party

near the close of 18431845 joseph smith wrote letters to john C

caiCalcalhounhounbounhoung henry clay general lewis cass richard MK johnsonjohn andon

martin van buren who were the five most likely candidates for the

president of the united states and he asked them what their feelings
17were toward the latter day saint people joseph smith in return

received letters from john C calhoun henry clay and lewis cass

richardsichardpichardelchard M johnson and martin van buren did not answer the letters
that were sent to them lewis cass simply stated that he hadbad no

intention of running for presidentpreglPresipregi ofdentdeat the united states both calhounscalhous

15leland hargrave creer the founding of an empire salt lake
city bookcraft 19419479 P 205 andrew love neff history of utah 184
to 1869lug salt lake city deseret news press 1940 p O0 thoaasthomas ford
A history of illinois from its commencementcoomencement as a state in 1814 to 1847
chicago S C griggs & co new york ivison ac8c& phinney 16541854 p

251 262

edward 0 thompson A study of the political involvements
in the career of joseph smith unpublished masters thesis brigham
young university 1966 p 102102

17
UChc VI 64

U

184oss

15

16

C oun

foundlaa2f
U 1847

illinoial

16

Illinoiali-llinoian



poallpolll at1t

diadla

62

18818taa
and clays letter were objectionable to the prophet

finally in 1844 joseph smith publicallypublic declaredally his candidacy

for president of the united states the saints felt that it was

morally impossible to vote for henry clay or martin van buren whom

they felt were the two most likely candidates for the presidency in

1844 19

perhaps one reason why joseph smith decided to run for the

presidency was to give the voters among his own people an acceptable

option and to avoid further entanglement in the partisan politics of

illinois another reason why joseph smith ran for president of the

united states in the election of 1844 and perhaps the main reason

was to bring the cause of the saints before the nation in hopes that

hetietlehie could gain redress for the wrongs that had been committed against

the saints

the prophet speaking about his own campaign said

if you attempt to accomplish this you must send every man
in the city who is able to speak in public throughout the land
to electioneer and make stump speeches advocate the mormon
religion purity of elections andpcall upon the people to stand
by the law and put down mobocracy

in april zebedee coltrin and fifteen others were called on a

18
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mission to michigan to present the views and policy of the prophet

regarding the government of the united states the next three months

zebedee spent in conference where he fearlessly advocated joseph

smith for president of the united states

while zebedee wasvaavms laboring in michigan as a missionary the

news reached him that joseph smith and hisbis brother hyrum hadbad been

murdered at carthage

frokFRCHYRCK NAUVOO TO WINTER QUARTERS

zebedee recorded that he was present when the nauvoo temple
2was dedicated and since there is nothing recorded of his activities

from the death of the prophet to 1846 we are left to assume he spent

his time in nauvoo working on the templetempie and preparing for the exodus

to the west

on february 4 1846 charles shumway and his family left nauvoo

and crossed the mississippi river they became the first mormon pioneerpioneers

this23 is a lengthy statement by joseph smith entitled views
of the powers and policy of the government of the united states see
HC VI 197209197 for209 the complete document

24journal history april 15 1844 besides zebedee sixteen
others were called to labor in michigan charles C rich wasnas in charge
of the missionaries sent to michigan times andaad seasons

matthias F cowley wilford woodruff salt lake city
bookcraft incinca 1964 p 206 journal history june 2 9 16 1844

deseret news salt lake city utahsutah7utah7q september 91 1961967

times and seasons nauvoo IlliIllinoisnoinol 7 V SO

thos C martell autobiography of patriarch zebedee coltrin
written at the request of zebedee coltrin by thos C kartellmartellsmartellmarteli february
1 1880 manuscript history located in the church historical depart-
ment salt lake city
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28
to begin the historic journey west two days later george miller and

29his family crossed the mississippi river to the iowa side on

february fifteenth brigham young willard richardarichardsrichardbricBic georgeharda A smith
30TLQ

and their families left nauvoo to join the saints on the iowa side

with their departure the exodus became general among the saints most

of theatherethemthemmtheam desiring to leave nauvoo as quickly as possible in order to

follow brigham young to a new hornehomehone somewhere in the west

the exact time zebedee left nauvoo is difficult to determine

he could not have left before april however because in the latter part

of march he metnet in the temple with a group of thirty four elders to
5232pray for the departing saints and the leaders of the church it is

probable then that zebedee left nauvoo sometime in early spring

because he was living at winter quarters in december of 18618464

within

33

a few short months the saints had already begun to build

a settlement with the bishops at winter quarters giving the following

0
preston nibley exodus to greatness salt lake city deseret

news press 19719429 p 109

ibid p 110

hgi VIIyilyll 585

the migration of the cormonsmormons to the west was under the direc-
tion of the twelve but the council of fifty carried out their directive
on march 11 1844 joseph smith organized the council of fifty at
nauvoo illinois for a better understanding of the council of fiftysfifths
purpose and function see the following klaus J hangenhansen the theory
and practice of the political kingdom of god in mormon history 1829
189y189011 unpublished masters thesis brighambrighaabrighta young university 1959
james R clark the kingdom of god the council of fifty and the state
of deseret utah historical quarterly april 1958 XXVI 132148132 no148
2

5232journaljou historyrn marchal 16 1846

hosea stout on the mormon frontier ed juanita brooks salt
lake city university of utahutanubanubah press 1964 1I 220
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report

therechere is now in the city 3483 inhabitants 75 widows
386586 sick 502 well menaen 11 sick men 153133138158 absent meneen 814 waggon8waggonswaggOnwiggonswag
84

8konsgons
12112 days tithing done 83 34 cords of wood drawn for tithing

561 14 days work done on the mill race 145 horses 29 mules
v83&8 12112 yoke of oxen and 463 cows in camp

A police force was maintained by the leaders of the church at

winter quarters the same as had been maintained at nauvoo they helped

to permeate peace and harmony hosea scout was in charge of this force

at winter quarters seven who had not served with this organization at

nauvoo were added zebedee coltrin and his brother graham were two of

these new members at winter quarters there were thirty men including

hosea stout who were responsible to see that peace was maintained

this no doubt required a great deal of zebedees time during the

winter of 1846 and 184

THE PIONEER

A meeting was held in the council house at winter quarters on

march 8 1847 and at this timetine it was determined who should accompany

the first group of pioneers to the west out of those who had previously
6

volunteered

on march 29i 1847 twentyfivetwenty menfive reported to brigham young

that they were ready to begin the journey west and thirty two more

reported that they would be ready to start within a few days it would

be another week however before any of the saints left winter quarters

ibid p 219

ibidbid p 220

36

29 184

34

351bid

36-nnibleyibleyabley op cit p 340

117

351

va



bartersuarters 5838located about thirty four miles west of winter quarters it was not

until april

cidotcitot po 363565365

66

5737to start the long trek west on april 4 brighamBrig younghamnharohanm sent out

tarlton lewis and stephen H goddard to build a raft to ferry the

wagons and carriages of the pioneers across the elk hornhorng which was

that brigbambrigham young left winter quarters and he arrived
5939at the elk horn on april 10 brigham young then returned with the

twelve to winter quarters to await the arrival of john taylor whom ne

40had learned had just returned from a mission to england this was

the second timetine president young had returned to winter quarters having

returned previously to visit with parley P pratt another member of

the twelve

on april 14 1847 brigham young left winter quartersiu forarterbarters the

third time to join the pioneer camp in the evening of the fifteenth

he caught up with the pioneer camp they were located forty seven miles

west of the elk horn the following day president young called the

camp together and proceeded to organize it with captains of hundreds
41fifties and tensetens on this occasion there were 143145 men 53 women and

42
2 children who were going to make the pioneer journey zebedee

coltrin even though he had a family volunteered to be part of the

ibid p 348548

ibid3-8ibid9 p 353555553

ibid391bid p89 35435655556553543555-63545-56

ibid40

556356

pibid9 359-

41
andrew jenson historical record salt lake city published

by andrew jenson 1889 IX 9

ibieyibley op cit p

7

149 brig

37ibid9

jensonj US 90

42

uartergers
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45stout op cit p 24 250
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original pioneer group the day the camp was organizedorsaniorgani zebedeezd wasusavasuganga

placed in the fifth ten which was nadecademadeeade up of the following

stephen H goddard captain
2 tarlton lewis
3 henry QG sherwood
4 zebedee coltrin

sylvester H earl
6 john dixon

10 william A empey

again on the seventeenth brigbaa young assembled the camp to

complete the organizationorganiza thetiutim campcemp was organized after the order of

the military with brigham young elected as lieutenant general stephen

h&rkhaaharklmal colonel john pack and shadrach roundy majors the captainscapt

of

alasaiasains

ten who had been called the day previous were to hold similar

rank in this military organizatioaorganisationorganization thomas bullock waswagnasnaa called to bobe

the clerk of the camp and thomasthoaas tanner was appointed captain of the
44

teasisterateajoftters an epistle from the twelve was then sent to the leaders

of the church at winter quarters stating that the camp was fully

organized according to the word and will of the lord the epistle

confinedconcoa instructionslinedtined cmon future emigrationealeaiemi asgration well as outlining

some of the duties of the leaders of the church at winter quarters

because the twelve were absent the epistle was received and read by

45
the council

the pioneer camp was now completely organized and it began to

ibid p 10

journal history april 17 184

1

5

7 saelsamuelsaei H marble
8 george scholes
9 william henrie 43

brig

f y

43ibid9
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move west thomas bullock records that on april 28 luke johnson shot

a rattlesnake which was curled to strike johnson removed twelve

rattles from the snake which behe gave to thoaasthomasthomaa bullock who removed the

oil from themthenthea and rubbed it on zebedee coltrinecoltrinsColtri blackns legloglekiek whichwhinhi did

it a great deal of good this is the only recorded incident that

indicates that zebedee was inflicted in anyway while he was crossing

the plains to the valley of the great zaitcalfzaltcalt lake

on sunday haymaykay 16 heber C kimba11kimbanimba spoke to the camp he

testified that he had traveled in many companies that he was
in the zions camp that went up to missouri in 1834 but behe never
was in a camp or company that behaved themselves better than this
camp thebethese pioneers were like clay in the hands of the potter
they could be made into anything that the potter wanted to eakecakemakeaake
of them and said that the lord was blessing us and would bless
us on this journey that his angels went before us and guided and
directed us

on july 24 1847 the pioneers arrived in the salt lake valley

zebedee records that they had to stop frequently and chop down maple

4648trees and oak brush to get through emigration canyon

on august 7 1847 brigham young assembled the pioneers at the

site where they would build the temple on this occasion the pioneers

were allowed to select the city lots on which they desired to buildbuilds

46
thomas bullock journal april l841847 june 1849 p 25 located

in the church historical department taiataistala disease was also known as
black scurvy tt helen mar whitney records this disease would

commence with dark streaks and pains in the ends of the fingers and
toes which increased and spread until the limbslimes were inflamed and becamebecome
almost black causing such intense agony that death would be welcome
as a release from their suffering it was caused by want of vegetable
food and living so longloagiong on salt meat without it see nibley op cit
P 341541

ibid47 pibid9 49

4648marcusenkarHar personalcusen interview op cit
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this was done to protect those who were going to return to winter
49quarters for their families

when the pioneers arrived in the salt lake valley they began

to put in their crops and prepare for those saints who would follow

there were no idlers in the camp and on august 9 zebedee coltrin

stephen H goddard and chauncey loveland went to the great salt lake

to make salt here they worked for four days returning on august 15i

after they had prepared one hundred and twentyfivetwenty bushelsfive of

white salt which was boiled down and wadeoademade one barrel of the finest

white table salt 50

THE RETURN TO WINTER QUARTERS

zebedee had been in the salt lake valley less than a month

when he began to make preparations to return to winter quarters now

that he had helped blaze a trail for others he was desirous to return

for his wife and children he wanted to build a home and settle in a

place which he felt the lord had provided for the saints because a

large body of the original pioneers were going to return to winter

quartersQuar 9terblterel it was necessary to organize them for the return trip this
was done by shadrach roundyroondy on august 1 1847 the camp was organized

after the same pattern as it had been at winter quarters zebedee

coltrin wasvasmus called to be the captain of the second ten which consisted

4049
kate B carter our pioneer heritageHeritherlt saltaeeaue lake city daug-

hters of utah pioneers 1965 VIII 250

bullock op cit ppap 6563 667

51journal history august 17 184 william claytonClay williamtontoa
clayton journal salt lake city clayton family association deseret
news press 1921 p 7

13

t
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u&rters 51

196757

50
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Mutineermutineersmutineersl 11 etc and mostoostbost
of those who started ahead are ordered to travel in the rear all
the time this savage tyrannical conduct was one thing which
induced boresoresomeeore to leave and undertake to go through alone and more
peaceably and it will still leave feelings of revenge and hatred
which will require some time to cover up young lorenzo7lorenzoaLorenzo babcock7
shook his fist in zebedee coltrins face and dawd him and said
he could whip him for my part I1 shall be glad when I1 get in

clayton op cit p 348548

jenson53jensonq op citcitocite IX 90

Mutimutlkutineers

winvin clayton

of the followingol

1

lowing

zebedee coltrin captain
2 chauncey loveland
53 lorenzo babcock
4 samuel H marble
5 george scholes
6 william bird
7 jobiahjosiah curtis
8 john E eldridge
9 horace thorton

william clay ton who kept the record for the camp recorded

the company consisted of 71 men with 3533 wagons 14 mules 16 horses

and 92 yoke of oxen

70

f

eldrid

53

williaawilliam clayclaytonton recorded that on the return trip there was a

great deal of bickering and quarreling among the brethren this was

due in part to the carelessness of an advance group of the pioneers

who were robbed by indiansindiana the loss incurred on this occasionocca wasaionbionblon

one horsehorses four oxen two knives and a sack of salt when the loss

was reported to the nainmainmaln company there were many who complained

bitterly even using slang and insults against those who had been so

fortunateoisfortunatewisfortunatemisfortunatemisoiswismlsmib aaas to be robbed this advance company was then ordered

to travel in the rear this also caused hard feelings clayton gave

the following report

many hardbard speeches had passed among the brethren such as
damned hypocrites damnedidamned liars
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moreboreeore peaceable societycg-nd I1 think I1 shall not easily be caught
in such a scrape again

clayton does not give the reasons for the bickering among the

returning brethren but in the case of babcock and coltrin it could

have been a problem of babcock rejecting coltrincoltrins authority babcockBab

as

cocks

habhas been stated was a member of the second ten of which coltrin was

captain

on october 18 they met a group of pioneers who had left
winter quarters and were enroute for the salt lake valley from them

they received newanewsneva of their families and friends which55 must have

been refreshing to zebedee who had been gone from his family since

april which was a little over seven months

arriving sometime in november zebedee set about to earn

enough money to take his family west while in iowa he was called to

be a remberbombermemberreaber of the high council as well as to labor as a missionary

the

56

following is a copy of zebedeeszebedeelszebediesZebZebed officialedeeseels call from the president

of the twelve to act as a missionary

ehiathisehlarhia is to certify that zebedee coltrin an elder in the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints is in good standing and we

cheerfully recommend him as a faithful and good man to the confidence
of all those among whom his lot may be cast and we wish him to
teach the saints to gather to this place keeping on the eastern
side of the missouri that they may be able to prosecute their
journey to the mountains early in the sprinespringsprings and those who have
not weansbeansmeans sufficient to go to the mountains next spring let
them turn what capital they have into teams waggonswiggonswag andgons young
cattle to bring on here where they can open farms raise crops &

thereby procure provisions and team enough for to complete the
remainder of the journey they can obtain preemptionpre claimsemption &

sell theathem which may also be a help as we are going to a new
country seeds of all kinds had better be taken and we say to

stoutstoutt op cit 1I 285283

mary56 marcusen personal interviewinterviews op cit

societyg4nd
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brother zebedee preach to the people wherever opportunity is18
afforded the gospel of jesus christ faithfalth in his name repent-
ance baptism for the remission of sins and the laying on of hands
for the gift of the holy ghost and the gathering of the saints to
a land of peace & whatsoever he kachesbaches ic7c-qore than this
fulfillethulfillethfulfillulf theethillethlileth scriptures by lending to evilivil

it was almost four years later before zebedee was able to return

to the salt lake valley during this time he preached the gospel

throughout iowa and wisconsin the saints would readily gather to hear

zebedee when they knew he was in their area and he was going to speak

he was from the camps of israel and they wanted to know allailaa-li about11 the
58salt lake valley and their future homes

sas7letters concerning temple work november 21 184 manuscript
history located in the church historical department salt lake city

journal history july 2 1848
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CHAPTER VI

LIFE IN UTAH

zebedee coltrin returned to utah in 18511551 bringing his family

with him it was by the help of the perpetual emigrating fund that

zebedee was able to return zebedee settled in salt lake city on

main street near where the hotel utah now stands he owned two city

lots at this same location these he sold when he was called by

brigham young to settle spanish fork one lot behe sold for a yoke of
4

oxen and he received nothing for the other lot

kate B carter our pioneer heritage salt lake city daug-
hters of utah pioneers 1959 II11 531

the perpetual emigration fund company was organized on october
6 1849 at salt lake city oneoieole of the main purposes was to help the
poor move from europe to the united states those who took advantage
of this means of emigrating were required later to pay in full the
amount used in their emigra-tion the PEFCp17c as it was often referred to
was in operation for nearly forty years during which time thousands
were assisted in moving to utah see hubert howe bancroft historyhistrist
of utah salt lake city bookcraft 1964 ppap 4154-16415416415 B4164l6 H roberteroberts
A comprehensive history of the church of jesus hristchristarist of latterlatte

1 2

3

69

emigration

3journal

day
saints provo brigham young university press 1971927 IV 33

journal history of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints january 24 1854 located in the church historical department
hereafter this collection will be referred to as journal history

4personal interview with mary marcusen february 3 1973 she
is the granddaughter of zebedee coltrin and is living in spanish fork
utah tneseanese were the lots zebedee had selected when he first arrived
in the valley in 184 see chapter V page 68 of this thesis

7573
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THE settlement OF SPANISH FORK

almost immediately after the pioneers had entered the salt lake

valley brigham young sent out exploring parties to determine the best

locations for settlements one of the earliest areas to be explored by

the pioneers was the utah valley on august 184 president young

sent a scout to explore that area and to ascertain if it would be suit-

able for settlement after he received a glowing report of how fertile

the valley was preparations were made to send the saints to settle this

area

in august 1852 george A smith a member of the quorum of

twelve located the townsite of palmyra palmyra was located about

three miles west of the present city of spanish fork and it was named

in honor of palmyra new york this was done because enough people had

settled along the spanish fork river area to justify the location of a

townsite that same year 1852 the population of palmyra increased to
7seventy five families

zebedee one of the first to be called by president young to

settle in the spanish fork area sold his home in salt lake andeind moved
0

to palmyra sometime during 1852 stephen markham was called to be the
Q

bishop and preside over the settlement at palmyra in 1852 a city

5carter5cateracarter op cit IX 130150

elishaellsha
6-
elishaf-elisha warner the history of spanish fork spanish fork

press publishing co 19 J

bid p 5434
08-
harcusenmarcusen personal interview warner op cit p 5737

9warnerewarner9warnervarner op cit p 5535

7 1847
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charter was granted to palmyra and a group of the men were organized

into what was called the home guard these men were to defend the

citizens against indian raids in 1853185518539 brigham young visited

palmyra and urged the families living there to build a fort the

necessity of doing so was soon apparent to all one evening over fifty

head of cattle were stolen by the indians and driven up spanish fork

canyon the loss of the cattle was severely felt by the people of

palmyra and they decided to begin ediatelyimmediatelymediately to build the fort

the fort was built early in the spring of 1854 between palmyra
&

andaad the upper settlement there were about twenty families involved

in building the fort these included briant HM jolley james young

cyrus snell mrs mackenleymackenneyMac josephkenley E hawks john W mott william

pace harvey A pace wilson D pace amos stiles john redd mathew

caldwell george VW sevey isaac brockbank john L butler and zebedee

coltrin 13

john L butler who became the first bishop in spanish fork in

185618569.18569
14 described the fortiforts

the outside wall was two feet thick and twenty feet high it
was one hundred feet long running north and south and sixty feet
wide east and west there was only one entrance and that was a
large gate large enough to admit a wagon the gate was made of
two inch plank made cross ways double and put together with
large stud nails and two folding doors swung on the inside and
a large cross piece at the top this gate faced the south it

carterCaLr opter cit IX 130150

ibid11

tippernipper settlement is where spanish fork is today

autobiography of john lowe butler 18081-8611808 pl86l186it 44 located
in special collections at brigham young university provoprove

14 ibid preface by helen thurber dalton
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was built this way for protection against indians our correll
sic-7 was on the outside about sixty feet from the fort we

abo-ve3ro-7earo-ve our cattlecattie on the bench and bottom to feed and corralled
them at night

the fort fronted on what is now third south in spanish fork

when it was completed it was named fort saint luke A well was dug in

the fort which supplied the inhabitants with water here zebedee lived

with his family during the winter of 1854551854 the55 winter was

especially hard for zebedee he became ill with a high fever and he

was unable to leave his bed most of the time most of the responsibil-

ity of taking care of his family fell upon his wife mary who gave birth
17to a son heman during this time

the fort was built mainly for perfection against the indians

prior to its completion a conflict broke out with the indians which was

388ift18
known as the walker war during the campaign against walker and his

braves zebedee acted as a lieutenant

in the spring of 1855l855i the troublestrod withblesbiegbleg the indians had

abated and the people in the fort began to leave and build homes close
19by the fort just in case of more trouble

during the summer of 1855 contentions arose between the

settlers of palmyra and the settlers of spanish fork this was partly

ibid p 44 45450

carter363.6
op citcita IX 150151130131130150

1717marcusen

151131

marcusen personal interview
18

roberts op cit IV 5533 several years later he fought in
the black hawk war where he almost lost his life one night while
standing guard an indian shot a hole through the rim of his hat which
verily missed going through the upper part of zebedees head marcusenHarcusmarcus
personal interview

393.9butler op cit p 45
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due to the cattle doing damage in each others fields finally upon

the advise of brightabrighaabrighan young the palmyra community was discontinued

and was united with the city of spanish fork this was completed in

february 1856

by working long hours even sometimes by moonlight zebedee

was able to survey and help lay out the town of spanish fork as it
stands today As the city grew and prospered over the years zebedee

could proudly take part of the credit for he hadbad assisted in building

schools bridges meetinghousesmeeting andhouses roads which helped to make

spanish fork a desirable place to live

zebedee built a large home on what is now the corner of first
south and main and here he began to farm as a means of makingbaking a

livelihoodlivelihoodslikelihoodsliveli hishoodehoods crops were destroyed by grasshoppers three years in a

row when the grasshoppers first appeared in the fall of 1854 the

settlers thought little of their coming because their crops were

already harvestedharve howeverstede in the spring of 1855 when the young

grasshoppers had hatched they devoured the new crops which were just

beginning to cover the ground

this caused a fatinefaminesatine in spanish fork and in the spring of

1856 potatoes sold for 3005005.003.00 a bushel and flour for 1000 per

hundred 2523

zebedee was often unable to obtain bread during this time and

warner opeop citcites ppo 58

carter21 op cit 11II 5325525 marcusen32 personalperson&l interview

warner op cit 47
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he was forced to feed his family on what was then known as pig weed

greens john redd and his family who were better off during this

time sent their negro servant to zebedeeazebedeelaZebede homeea with something for his

family to eat this kindnekindness was greatly appreciated by zebedee and
24his family and at times it was the only food they bad to eat

through his industrious labor zebedee was able to plant and to

raise one of the first grape vineyards in spanish fork as well as u

fine orchard of peaches howeverHow througheverseverl the carelessness of some of

hibhis neighbors most of his grape vineyard was destroyed by breachy

cattle

arrington talk given september 5 utah historical
quarterlyru&rterl salt lake city utah 1940 VIII 60 spanisspanishipanis fork yardwardvard
utah stake historical record 18671-87186718771867 april1877 21 1872182187 located in the
church historical departmentDepartnent

e

25 barning enough to support his family was difficult enough

without all the calamities which seemed to follow so besides faraingfarmiagfarlingfa

zebedee

raing

made and sold bluing for dying cloth this helped supplement

his income

while

26

he lived in spanishpanish fork zebedee always took a prominent

part in civic and church affairs in civic affairaffairs zebedee was elected

and served for a time on the utah county branch of the deseret

agricultural manufacturing society he also served for a time as a
0

city councilman for spanish fork for several years he served as a
29

home missionary as well as president of the utah stake high priestsPriest

24marcusenHarmarnar personalcusencuben interview

journal historyHisto novemberryt 2 1864

carter op cit VIII 520

journal historyHisto marchryg 15 18621662
0
warner op citecit ppe 2342542340
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utah7utahs novembersnovemberNov 17embersemberl 1962

meeting of high priests at spanish fork meetinghouse april
28 18718818799 coltrin papers manuscript historyhisto locatedryg in the church
historical department hereafter cited as coltrin papers

igh priests record of spanish fork june 15 1884 p 164
located in the church historical department salt lake city his view
on this point apparently went back to the early days of the church when
each city of zion laid out by joseph smith was a stake and was to have
a temple see hyrum andrus doctrines of the kingdom salt lake city
bookcraft inc 19731975 III111iliinting 199200199 200

79

5030quorum

zebedee coltrin was a high priest for fifty sivfive years he was

ordained by reynolds cahoon on july 1 18321852 at kirtland ohio As a

embermembereaber of this quorumquorua zebedee frequently spoke on the duties and

responsibilities of a high priest all of zebedeezebedees teachings concerning

the duties of a high priest are directed to the quorum of high priestepriests

in stanisaspanisnspanisa fork utah and include the following

1 one of the main callings of a high priest is to do work

for the dead earnestly search out their dead ancestors and then do

their temple work those who failed to do this work would be left in

darkness 9 and god would raise up others to do it for theothemthemetheostheae that31 this
work might be accomplished zebedee taught that the time would come

52
when every stake will have its temple t

2 zebedee stated that a high priest holds the sanesame priesth-

ood that jesus did when he was on earth thereforeTherefor a high priest

should continually be filled with the inspiration of god

he should know what god requires of him from day to day and
be able to lay hibhis hand on the heads of his children and predictpL

what
redict

shall befall them to the latest generation aono that it may
be read in a day to come the holy spirit suggests what we should
eaysay and do and many times we are afraid to do it let us live
our religion and have confidence in god and his power will be
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with us As muchouch or more than ever it was with the ancients

zebedee further stated that a high priest shouldishould continue to

contend for the faith that should open unto him the revelations of
11

the heavens then he would be called a friend as well as an apostle

of jesus christ this could be accomplished only by keeping the
5434

commandments

53 finallyyinfin andajyj most important to zebedee a high priest

should attend his quorum meetings were he could be properly taught

concerning the revelations of god regarding attendance at their

betingseetingsmeetingsee zebedeetings stated the recording angels notes who is present
55and who is absent and we shall be judged from the books he further

stated if we attend to our duties and the ordinances of god there is

thrown around us by the holy priesthood a hedge like that around job

which the devil cannot break through

JULY 24th celebrations

inii commemorationcoe ofmoration the first company of pioneers to enter the

salt lake valley on july 24 184718479 a celebration was held annually

this celebration is still continued in the state of utah and thousands

pay tribute to their pioneer forefathers each year on this date

zebedee coltrinColcoi onetring of the original pioneers took part in

coltrin papers op cit
ih

high priests record op cit septemberSept 18801860emberl ppap 128129128

ibid

129

april 20 1884 p 165163

i36 ibid july 10 1880 p 156136
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5737
these annual festivities in spanish fork eitherelther by speaking or by

5838
riding in the military escort it became almost an annual event to

have zebedee speak on the twenty fourth of july program in spanish

fork he had been a member of zions camp and one of the first
pioneers to enter the salt lake valley the people would assemble to

listen to him tell about these important events in the church through
5939

which he hadbad lived and in which he had participatedparticipate

the year 1880 was the year of the jubilee in the salt lake

valleyvailey fifty years had passed since the organization of the church

on aprilaxrilaaril 6 1850 and a celebration took place to commemoratecoe thismorate

eventevents A few months later the celebration of utahs pioneers day
i

took place which in a way was a continuation of the year of jubilee 40

at eight oclock in the morningcorningworning on july 24 18801860 the grand procession

began forming on first south street in salt laketake city

the head of the column moved at the call of charles M evanssvans
bugler of the pioneersPioneplone fromenaleral the corner of second west and first
south streets and proceeded eastward the entire procession a
grand and beautiful display of over three miles in length counter
marchinglarcbingmtrchingmtr ofching first south street to seventh east thence west to
third eastlast thence north to south temple street and thence west
to the tabernacle the order of marching was observed according
to the published programmaprogrammeprograeopro atgramme the head of the procession were
horsemenhor inbenenesemeno the first wagon which was drawn by eight horses
were wilford woodruff orsonorgon prattpratts Cco Cco rich erastueerastusrastusarastusL snow A

carringtonCarringt joseph young john brownbrowngbrowns thomas bullock H K wbitneywritneyWb

aaron
itney

farr zebedee coltrinColcoi Ttring 0 angell and thomas grover

journal history july 24 185618560

jaj038journal history july 24 18651865016650

spanish fork ward opopoope cit july 24 186

40
robertobertrrobertfi op cit V

l-c&rter opopoope cit VIIIVIIIIylli 44447
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the parade ended and service were held in the tabernacletabernaclestaberna
42

clegclescies

where orson pratt and john taylor were the speakersspeal forers the occasion

ZIOSZIONS CWCAKPcamp REUNION

at the end of the october conference in 1864 held in salt lake

city the survivors of zions camp erewere invited to attend a banquet

in their honor wilford woodruff records the fact that it was the

first time this body had been together since their expedition to

missouri in 18341854 out of the two hundred and five who marchedarchedin in

zions camp over fifty were present on this occasionocca accompaniedsiong by

their wives in the evening a dance was held in the social hallhailhalihall-shall-y afteraf

which

ter

a dinner was served to the veteransveternsyeternsveYe byterns bishop edward hunter and

his counselors

the zions camp reunion was held the following year at the
44request of brigham youngyoungg and it then became an annual event for

several more years As timetinetibe went on and the number of those involved

in zions camp decreased it was decided to hold the reunion in con june
45tion with those who had marched in the mormon battalion

As a dembermemberazemberdenber of zions camp in 1641841834165 zebedee coltrin and his

wife mary were always in attendance at these reunionreunions and he sometimes
46

took his oldest aonsonbon john

roberts op cit vi 618 619

mattias F cowley wilford woodruff salt lake city boo-
kcraft inc 1964 p 4394390

44journal history october 10 1865
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THE PATRIARCH

on may 5131 1873183185187 in provoproveprovol zebedee coltrin was ordained fta

patriarch in the church president brigbaabrigham young presided over the

aeetinggeeting and at the close of the meetingbeefing five men were called and
4

ordained to the office of patriarch on this occasion zebedee

coltrin was ordained to the office of patriarch by john taylor who wabwaawasvasvab
48a member of the uorua of twelve apostlesapostleaApost zebedeelea served in thibthis

capacity until his death in 188 during these fourteen years he gave

49over one thousand patriarchal blessings

As a patriarch zebedee traveled widely and was in attendance

at bostmost of the important events in the church

one further event which has not yet been stated was zebedees
cf

attendance at the dedication of the logan temple ch may 14 188491884

john taylor now president of the church left salt lake city by train

for logan to dedicate the logan temple accompaningaccompanying himbinbim were manycanyeanymanx of

the general authorities and their wives when the train stopped in

ogden zebedee coltrin and his son joined the party L john nuttall

ibid may 5131 1871851873-

48personal record of patriarch zebedee coltrin manuscript
history located in the church historical department salt lake city

49
thomas C martellMartelkartell autobiographyIq of patriarch zebedee coltrinColcoi

written
tringtrini

by martell at the request from zebedee coltrin february 1
1880 manuscript history located in the church historical departmentDepart

505o-zebedee

mentmeat

zebedee three months previous to this date had traveled with
john taylor and manycanyabny of the general authorities to logan where an
inspection was madecade of the temple to determine first handband how near
the temple was to completion see high prestscrests record of spanish fork
april 29 1866 to december 1 189818981 february 7 1884 located in the
church historical department also L john nuttall journal typed copy
I1 4934931 located in special collections at brightabrighaabrigham young university

meet
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who was the secretary to john taylor stated that after a pleasant ride

the triirjtr arrivediadijd in doganlogan at 1245 pm here the leaders of the church

stayed in the homes of members who lived in the reanea where they were

comfortably looked after on thibthis occasion zebedezebedee coltrin stayed

in the home of henry ballard who was a bishop over the second ward

52 5in loganlagan when melvin J ballard who wagwasvasvag the twelve year old son

of henry ballard learned who zebedee coltrin was he struck up an

agreement with hiahimhla melvin promised to shine zebedeeszebedee shoes everyday

if he would tell him about the prophet joseph smith whomwhoa zebedee hadbad

54
known personally while he stayed in the ballard homehooehomes zebedee

gave melvin his patriarchal blessing in which he told him that one

day behe would sit in the quorum of the twelve apostles this state
3656ment fulfilled a promise which his motherbothereother had received previously

after melvinmelvinsmeivinmelvln call to the apostleship he entertained george albert

smith in his home who was also a mombercombermember of the council of twelve

during their conversation he mentioned that patriarch zebedee coltrin

had given himhiahla his belssing when he was twelve years old and indicated

that he would some day become one of the twelve apostles of the lord

jesus christ when he finished speakingspeak georgeingvingl albert smith remarked

L john nuttall journal op cit p 42

journal of henry ballard 185219041852 typed1904 copy april 14
1861 alsoaiso see entry of kayhaymay 20 1871877 located in special collections
at brichanbrighan young university

ibid february 9 1873

54
melvin J ballard crusader for righteousness compcoop by

ballard family salt lake city bookcraft inc 19o6t p 27

ibid p 28 63-

56ibid9ibid p 27
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Balbailarda statement concerning his patriarchal blessing

wagwaswabmab a remarkable coincidence vith his own experience for he too

when twelve yersye ofrs age had received a patriarchal blessing under the

hands of this very same patriarch zebedee coltrin in which he too
57was promised that he would become a leader in the church

85

that elder ballardballardabailardbaliarda

on may 17 1884 the logan temple was dedicated by president
aqcq

john taylor the services were repeated the following day sunday

haymaynay 18 so that all who had been unable to enter the temple on the

seventeenth could attend the dedication on thibthis day the services were

59closed by patriarch zebedee coltrin giving the benediction

zebedee stayed in logan several days before he returned to his

homehone in spanish fork this knowledge ieis ascertained by the statement

that on may 20 1884 he gave margaret mcniel ballard her patriarchal

blessingbleeding margaret was the wife of henry ballard and the notherbothermother of

melvinrelvinmelvln J ballard

THE UNITED ORDER IN SPANISH FORK

after living in utah for nearly twenty years many members of

the church hadbad grown rich this caused class discrimination and the

poor were not always provided for brighambrieBrig younghamoharohamm concerned about this
growing tendency to worldliness lt started tho united order the

ibid p 6563

58dedication58 dedication of the logan templetempietemples in the ilennialmillennialglennial star
XLVI june 2523 18841884t p 385585

59
L john nuttNuttallnuttailnuttaiiallali journalJour opnalsnallnais cit II11 5

henry ballard journal 184119041841 p1904 11 appendix typed
copy

58

60

57ibid po
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introduction of this order was to be the last great work of brighambright
youngsyoungyoungb life

the united order in utah was instituted by the school of the

prophets under the direction of president brigham young it was

proposed by president young on november 17 1873185187 that the school

of the prophets begin to establish the united order throughout the

territory which accordingly was done and by the end of 1874184187 the

united order was established and operating in many different areas

throughout the territory of utah

on may 2 1874l84184187 at ten oclock in the morning a mass meeting

was called in spanish fork by abraham 0 smoot who was president of

the stake in utah valley the meeting was called to order by george

W wilkins and L john nuttall of provo offered the invocation

president smoot then spoke on the reason for assembling the people

he declared that the purpose was to organize the united order in this

branch and he said that it was nothing new it ieis only part of

that gospel we embraced at the waters of Baptisbaptism he explained or

part of our religion president smoot further suggested that a

committee of the people be formed and officers nominatednomimated for the new

organization he further stated that the responsibilities of the

william edwin berrett the restored church salt lake city
deseret book companyComp 1931973anys P 515313513 preston nibley brechambricham younsyoungtoung
the man and his work salt lake city deseret news preggpress 19Jamrpmr

62john R patrick the school of the prophets itaits development
and influence in utah territory unpublished kastermasterhasterlsHasterhasterlo thesis brigham
young university 1970 ppap 565736375636

minutes63

5737

of meetings of the spanish fork branch of the united
order 18747718747791874 779 may77 2 187418741 p 1 located in the church historical
departmentDepartmentemento

61

62
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officers would be great but above all they oust be men who possessed

the spirit of god after remarksreiarela byarks the bishops of provoprove and payson

on the object and advantages of the united order the meeting closed

until two oclocko9clock in the afternoon

when the begbeemeg ting convened at two oclock in the afternoon the

preamble and articles of agreement as adopted by the united order in

st george were read by L john nuttallnuttaiinuttail he thenthea spoke upon the

principals and advantages of the united order the covaitteecocimitteo which

had been appointed in the morningcorning meeting to nominate the officers

then read the following as nominenominees in the united order

for president george 0 snell
istlat vice president

john angus
secretary william robertson
treasurer rufus P snell
directors william jex

to99
0 0 0 john T beck

t T C kartellmartell
99

0

james anderspaAnderanders
99

98
james hansen

president smoot then explained that the only ones who were

eligible to vote were those who had already put down their names to

join the united orderordor and those who intended to join the vote was

then taken and all who were nominated to be officers in the united
67

order in spanish fork were carried unanimously the meeting was then

closed by zebedee coltrin who had with many others signed himself a

ibid

ibid

ibid p 2

ibid p 2
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68
member of the united order

the united order operated in spanish fork for the next fiveslyesive

yearayears how long it was maintained after this is difficult to determine

As late as march 2 1879 zebedee encouraged the high priests who

were not members of the united order to join

the united order undertook what they considered many worth-

while projects to build up their community and their church one project
70was a saw mill where lumber could be processed by members of the

order and then distributed to other members those members of the

united order who did not work in the saw mill were to put up the crops
71and help take care of the farms of those who did on another occasion

the members of the united order helped a missionary so that he could go

72to irelandirelanireian
zebedee attended the meetings of the united order and was one

7573of its staunchest supporters on one occasion whennhenkhen zebedee was

speaking to the high priests in spanish fork he testified god

requires us to leave off our evil ways go into the waters of baptism
ak7kgiven in a schedule of our property and join the united orderonder

ibid

1-
174

p
68

53

high69 priests record op cit april 29 1866 december 1
1898 march 2 1879 P 112

70spanish fork branch of the united orderordery op cit p 14

ibid p 16

ibid p 5030

ibid73 see pages 5553 65 798079

74

80

spanish fork high priests meeting op cit p 7573

69
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71ibid9
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how long the united order lasted inirl spanish fork or how long

zebedee was a member of it is not recorded

CLOSING YEARSYEAJRS

the last few years of zebedees life were spent traveling and

doing temple work in the logan temple in the winter of 1884 he was

the guest of franklin D richards a membercember of the quorum of twelve

who wikswaswits living in ogden here he spent two days and then went north
75to attend conferenceconcoa atference logan with brother richards while he was in

ogden at the homehonebome of brother richards an editoraleditorialedi wastoral published about

Zezebedeebedoe it stated8tated

father coltrin resided in kirtland at the time of the great
apostacyapostasyapo therestacy and was familiar with the leading men connected
with it and the course they took he was with the saints in all
their severest persecutions except that at far west when the
troubles occurred there he was in the eastern states on a mission
he assisted in organizing the first quorum of seventies and
ordained a number of its members was one of the elders present
when the word of wisdom was revealed was an intimate and ardent
friend of the prophet and is theoldest elder in the church in
respect to sonoritybenoseno orrity ordination

on february 10 1884 zebedee returned to ogden with franklinfranu
D richards where conference was held in the tabernacle zebedee

spoke on this occasion and exhorted the saints to keep the command

77mentsmeats at the conclusion of the conference he returned to his

racrjc
journal history february 1 1884 qedqgd en daily he raidrald ogden

utah7utahs february 1 1884 located in weber county liorarylibrarysLiLibliu ogdenoraryrarys utah
76journal history february 6 1884 this was a stake conference

held at logan presidentresidentil john taylor and several of the general
authorities attended when the train stopped in ogden franklin D

richardsRichardrichandrichsrd and zebedee coltrin joined the party L john nuttall journal
183419051834 op1905 cit 488489488

77

489

journal history february 10 1884

the7gldestoldest

75 ogden herald
utah
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home in spanish fork

at his age and unable to ride from spanish fork to logan in

his buggy he wrote and asked president john taylor to let him have

the sum of twenty dollars so that he could take the train to logan
79and do temple work president taylor must have sentseat him the money

because two months later when zebedee was speaking to the high priest

in spanisipanis fork he mentioned his trip to logan where he had done work

for the dead the last two years of zebedees life were spent in
81

doing ordinance work in the loganloban temple

after a brief illness zebedee coltrin died on july 21 188
ft

at spanish fork utah he was to have given the july 24 oration but

his funeral was held that day instead orson F whitneyWb aitney member of
ozo

the
z

quorum of twelve preached the funeral sermon he was buried in

the spanish fork cemetery and on his tombstone was written

PATRIARCH ZEBEDEE COLTRIN
A friend of joseph smith lies here
A patriarch and pioneer
his life was marked by faith and zeal
his mission was to blesabless and heal

78
deseret news salt lake city uta7utah7 february 26 1884

79letter to john taylor from zebedee coltrin november 2 188
found in manuscript history located in the church historical department

spanish fork record january 7 1886

81
letters to john taylor from zebedee coltrin may 1 1886

ft journal history july 21 188 spanish fork records 1851181185
spanish fork utah county utah typed by the genealogical society
1945 P 50
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