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chapter 1

introduction

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

within recent years the priesthood correlation program of the

church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday has received significant

emphasis from the leaders of the churchy so much so that it has been

regarded by some as a new forceful program for the perfecting of the

saints howeverHow researchevert reveals that the principles of priesthood

correlation have always been a part of the restored church

the purpose of this thesis is to write a history of the

correlation program of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday

with particular emphasis on the period 1908 to february 1972 however

before such a history could be written it was necessary to arrive at

a working definition of correlation pertinent to the latterdaylatter saintday

church program antone K romney long time executive secretary for

the correlation committee of the churchchurchy defined it as the effective

dynamic operation of priesthood principles 111
6

to that should be added the proper function and relationship of

the four priesthood programs genealogy missionary welfare and

home education along with the auxiliaries to bring about the

antone K romney principles goals and functions of priesth-
ood correlation talk to regional representatives salt lake city
september 28 1967 copy LDS church historians officeofficer 47 east south
temple

1

0F

iantone



trainintraining which is required by the young people

cationcatlon

leepleer

emoreenore and moremordmozenordnore of a challenge in 1938 president david 0

mckay who had responsibility both in courses of study and priesthood

leadership development noted that in order to be effective some

auxiliary organizations

dyrlidy2li

2haroldcharold

2

immortality and eternal life of man

As the church has grown in size and complexity the problems

of teaching the gospel effectively to all of the people of the church

has becomebecom morenorenoze

and educational institutions should be

ordinatedcoordinatedco and as among the various organizations delimited as well

as unified and standardized to avoid duplication and overlappingoverlap andpinspina to
2provide the

for the purpose of this paper it seems expedient to give only

a cursory account of priesthood correlation prior to the twentieth

century several quotes will be utilized to help give the reader an

understanding of the importance of correlation in the respective

administrations of early church leaders

marion G romney a member of the quorum of twelve apostlesApost

pointed

lesp

out in december 1971 that home teaching is moving the way

the lord presented it to joseph smith before the church was organized

shortly before his death brigham young second president of the

church set about correlating the priesthood of the church elder

george Q cannon counselor in the first presidencyPresiden saidcyrcyp of that

haroldharoid B lee general conference address official report of
the one hundred thirty first semijannul co
jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday september 29 30 and october 1 1961
salt lake city the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday ndadfndfp79 hereafter cited as conference report italics added

deseret news church news salt lake city december 11 197119710

Ppe 330

teachingthe

becomemore

3

re rt p

semiannual conference of the church of

re ort
3deseret

semi annual



lililllip

orrort salt lake cibycity november 15 1901 p 688

ftpitp

ab4b

ajamessjames

attempt

he set the priesthood in order as it had never been since the
first organization of the church upon the earth he defined the
duties of the apostlesApost helesp defined the duties of the seventies
he defined the duties of the high priests the duties of the
elders and those of the lesser priesthood with plainness and
distinction and power the power of god in a way that it is
left on record in such unmistakable language that no one need
err who has the spirit of god resting down upon him

brigham young told his leaders that the officers who are

designated to form a quorum should be called together and the most

suitable men should be selected for presidents and counselors of

quorumsQu 5orums it should be noted that there were no auxiliaries me-

ntioned in that statement

just prior to his death president lorenzo snow tried to

awaken the priesthood of the church to their obligations on august

221 1901 in their council meeting he said

the priesthood was established for certain purposes 9 and there
is a certain work that has to be done the lord seems to be in
a hurry to have it done and I1 think it is our duty to reflect
seriously upon this for instance here are the young mens
mutual improvement association and it is astonishing when
we come to think about it that the apostlesapostlecapostolec should be spending
their time so largely among them one would think that young
men properly instructed in a quorum capacity ought to be able
to carry on this work with such aid as they might get in their
different stakes it seems to be the quorums of the priesthood
will have to receive attention the active work that is being
done appears to be in the direction of mutual improvement but
the quorums are not doing much 6

B H roberts A comprehensive history of the church of
jesus christ of latterdayday saints salt lake city deseret news press
193019301 V 508

5james R clark messages of the

the
juvenile instructorInstruct

3

powerthe godin
4

latter aya
1930l

first presidencyPresiden saltcypcyr lake
cityicitys bookcraft 1966 II11 285

hosephjoseph Ffe smith the last days of president snow

Apost lec
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A month later in their council meeting president snow again

chastizedchastised the quorum of the twelve when he said he regretted that it
should have become necessary for him to call the attention of the

apostles to their plain duty he said he felt they should have

sensed the situation themselves without rendering it necessary for him

to point it out to them he further stated the coming of the

savior was near and he trembled at the thought that the apostles were

spending so much of their time in matters that should be attended to

by others while so little comparitivelycomparatively was being done in their own

Q

line of calling

faithful members of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day

believe that the lord directs the affairs of his church and

kingdom through his chosen propprophetpropheteheteheto the lord gives all men whether

they are leaders or followers agency to obey or reject his command-

ments but they must suffer the consequences of their decisions

john taylortaylorr third president of the church said the lord had declared

to him
N

I1 will reveal unto you fromfron time to time through the channelschanne
that I1 have appointed everythingp that shall be necessary for the
future development and the rolling forth of my kingdom and for
the building up and the establishment of my zion for ye are my

priesthood and I1 am your god 9

in

0

the foregoing quotation the lord spoke of the channels

which he had appointed since he kept referring to the responsibilities

bid p 688 ibidbid

brigham H robertsRobertrobertsp seventysseventy course oftheologyTheology salt lake
city the deseret newsmews 19071907p 1I 10 italics added

0

7

8

isf romron s

7ibidl 8

9brigham Is of theosl

mend
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lojosephleojoseph

5

of the priesthood and their relationship to the auxiliaries one

would assume that there mustroustmoust have been a problem in that area

president joseph PF smithsmithysmithp fifth president of the churchchurchy was evidently

well aware of the problem of priesthood organization and its relation-

ship to the auxiliary programs of the churchilchurchyChur becausechilchip it was during

his administration that the first correlation committee was organized

in the church in the twentieth century in his conference address in

april 9 1906 he delineated the problem as followsfollowsifollow
expect to see the day if we live long enough and if some

of us do not live long enough to see ity there are others who will
when every council of the priesthood in the church of jesus christ
of latterdaylatter saintsday will understand its duty will assume its
own responsibility will magnify its callingandcallin fillgand its place
in the church when that day shall come there will not be so
much necessity for work that is now being done by the auxiliary
organizations because it will be done by the regular quorums
of the priesthood the lord designed and comprehended it from
the beginning and he has made provision in the church whereby
every need may be met and satisfied through the regular
organizations of the priesthood 10

making that day possible is the responsibility of the correla-

tion program of the church with each attempt at correlation there

have been different methods of approach and different items have been

stressed these divergencies plus the singular leaders involved seem

to have been responsible for the varying degrees of success

the church school system comes under consideration in the ove-

rall program of the church harold B lee of the council of the twelve

said of it
As I1 construe lffiffito the church school system is an auxiliary

arm of the church and kingdom of god set up by proper authority to

joseph F smithsmithysnithysnith gospelgosj2e doctrine salt lake citycityicitti deseret
book cof 9thath edition p 159

we

it

its

1
co

si

lo
cop



meet the need of the youth of the church it is an auxiliary
growing up to meet a prime need every teacher therefore who is
employed in the church school system is a representative of the
priesthood the presiding priesthood the first presidency
representing them in doing the job which is napped out for the
church school system to do 11

the preceding quotations lead one to wonder why it has taken

the church so long to arrive at the point of efficiency desired by its
prophets to answer that question was one of the purposes of this

research

that is not to say that the lord will not continue to inspire

his prophets but as hefielleile has said I1 command and men obey not 9 I11

revoke and they receive not the blessing then they say in their

hearts this is not the work of the lord for his promises are not

fulfilled 12 hopefully being able to look back over the records

would prevent future disappointments and lost blessings

theoretical FRAMEWORK

definition of terms

auxiliaries the church school system genealogical society

primary association relief society sunday school young mens mutual

improvement association young womens mutual improvement association

abbreviated YMMIA and YWMIA

haroldliharoldharoidli B lee the mission of the church schools
unpublished address delivered to seminary and institute teachers at

brigham young university august 21 1953.1953

the doctrine and covenants salt lake city the church of
jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1952

6

priesthoodthe

12the
58323333 hereafter cited

as dac
5832

teat0her



presipreslidencvp

corracorrp

lonalion and it is also a

location where the pure in heart dwell A ionzion society is a group

of people whose lives have reached the point through obedience to

gods laws and principles that they are worthy to abide in the presence

of jesus christ while thethlethae are vetret mortal

purpose of the studystudvstuda

knowledgableknowledqableknowledgeableKnowledg latterdaylatterdatter davdaydaoableahieahle saints believe that a zion society is

essential before the second coming of jesus christChri andsst that that

society must be established bvb1ba the united efforts of the membership

7

churchchurchychurche the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday

correlation program of the church of jesusresuslesusdesusj3 P a

day saints dynamic operation of priesthood principles along with

complete organization of all priesthood programs to bring about the

perfection of man

priesthoodpriesthoodsPriest powerhoodehoods of godnadgad given to worthy men twelve years of

age and older whomho are membersmehers of the church to act for oodcodnodgod the

aaronic or lesser priesthood is usually for young men from the age of

twelve to twenty one the melchizedek or hicrhertliqher priesthood is generally

for male members over the age of nineteen

general authorities the men who lead the church who have been

called to be members of the quorum of the first presidency the quorum

of the twelve apostlesApost thelesp church patriarch the assistantsIssi tostants the

twelve apostlesAnost thelesiesleg first council of the seventy and the presiding

bishopric all are termed general authorities

ionzlion society zion means pure in heart

christ of latter
dayr

lete

n

purpose

lon

ja



enseng

momwoo

8

of the church under the direction of the priesthood working through

the channels christ has revealed bacheach individual is to be accountable

for his ownoom stewardship

the author sought to leamlearnleab all he could about the churchs

efforts toward that goal 9 feeling that such a history would reveal

areas of weakness and areas of strength that would be helpful as the

program is implemented in the future

sources of data

the standard works of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day

the handbooks of the various auxiliary organizations of the

churchchurchy the improvement12rovementin eraerateras the ensigny the juvenile instructor the

church news 9 minutes of various meetingsmeeting addresses of general authori-

ties and others and interviews with people who have been involved in

the correlation program have provided the information used in this

study

the aforemention of sources except the standard works and the

interviews were made available to the author bvby the LDS church

historians office and the brigham young university archives

METHODS OF PROCEDURE

delimidelici tations

the correlation program as discussed in this thesis is

concerned primarily with the twentieth century except as the author

has made reference to the prophets of the nineteenth century as a

preliminary background it will be concerned with the correlation

program as it has affected the aaronic priesthood the melchizedek

delimitations

sp



9

priesthood the home and the church organization generalgene stakestakerralpraiprair

and ward through the time period concerned

it will not include the histories of the development of the

auxiliaries nor the development of the welfarwelfare genealogy or the

missionary programs except as correlation brought them into focus in

the 1960 and early 1970s it does not include either the curriculum

or the organization of the church school system

churchorganizationp

1960s

ep



chapter 2

THE EARLY ERAS OF correlation

FIRST correlation COMMITTEEOMMITTEE ORGANIZED

on april 8 1908 the first presidency called david 0 mckay

joseph B keeler stephen L richards nephi anderson and david 0

willey jrjrpjmj to prepare the first lessons for the aaronic priesthood

president joseph F smithsmithy with his counselors john R winder and

anthon H lund suggested in the letter that a general board might be

appointed to prepare outlines for studies of the different quorumsquorumsoquorumqu

this

orums

board to be continuous or permanent A short time later

the presiding bishopric consisting of C W nibley 0 P miller

and david A smith was called to serve with the new committee

at its first meeting held on june 5 1908 the committee

elected rudger clawson as chairman and david A smith as secretary

they recommendedrecon thatmended the deacons be grouped in age from twelve to

fifteen the teachers from fifteen to eighteen and the priests from

eighteen to twenty one elders were to be ordained when they reached

the age of twenty one the committee decided to set up a threeyearthree

course

year

of study for each of the quorumsqu theyorums began their planning

minutes of the correlation committee meetings in the LDS

church historians office 47 east south templetempieTemp saltleilejiel lake citycityicitti
190819221908 1922p hereafter1922 cited as minutes

ibidbid ibidbid
10

1908p

ho

2

3

jrj

iminutes

clitedas
2 3

Onapter

so
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right after october conference so that the lessons could be ready for

use by january of 1909 they also recommended that the stake presi-

dency meet with the bishopric the high council with other quorum

4leaderleaders rather than in sunday school union meetings as at present

they also suggested that each quorum should meet once each week

from a study of these facts one gains an understanding of the

tremendous need the church had at that time for organization and

leadership as far as the priesthood was concerned the committee

suggested that before december 15 1908 stake and ward leaders get

every worthy member ordained to the priesthood and properly enrolled

in his quorum and that each ward hold a weekly priesthood meeting

on monday eveningevenin not to be more than two hours in length

to help stake leaders train and prepare their ward leaders

the committee suggested that special stake conferences of the priesth-

ood be held in every stake throughout the church the plan was that

three meetings should be held one with the stake presidents and

high council one with the stake presidency high council and

bishopricsbishoprickbish andoprics still another with all of the aaronic priesthood it
was further suggested that the visiting general authority at each

stake conference should be either a member of the council of the

twelve a member of the presiding bishopric or a member of the

committee which had been called

stressing the responsibilities of the quorum leaders they

ibidbid bid

bidrbid

5

6

4 5 ibideabide

6

sp

gp

hid

hidabid
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aj8j

8ibidbibid

9ibidbibid

10

12

noted we believe these officers should be personally responsible for

having every slothful or absent quorum member not occasionally only

but repeatedly visited

one item of business which came out of one of the committee

meetings was that the age of ordination of boys to the aaronic

priesthood should be moved from twelve to fifteen because boys are too
Q

young at the age of twelve to have this honor conferred upon them

along the same vein it was suggested that older men be called into
q

the mission field to add dignity to the work there seems to have

been a lack of confidence among some of the committee in the young

men of the aaronic priesthood

exactly when the term correlation came into use is not

clear but elder marion G romney a member of the council of the

twelve apostlesApost usedlesp the term when referring to a letter of joseph F

smith dated november Q 1912 in the letter president smith had

referred to david 0 mckay as chairman of the correlation committee

that there was a definite need for better correlation of effort

and organization was made clear in the april 1912 conference of the

church A letter signed by david 0 mckay david A smithsmithysmithp and

joseph J cannon of the general priesthood committeeCom wasmitteer read to those

assembled in part it said

7ibidbibid bid

bid

marion G romneyRom theneys basics of church correlation
unpublished talk delivered to regional representatives of the twelve
november 8 and 15 1967 salt lake city copy in LDS church
historians office

7

119

10

cityp
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there are 9300 teachersTeach 20255erst deacons in sixty seven
wards not one ordained teacher and in twenty one not one priest
in slightly over one third of the wards there is only onehalfone ofhalf
a quorum of teachers and in only fifty wards is there half of a
priests quorum or more we have failed to live up to the lords
plan 11

on january 11 1913 representatives of the auxiliary

organizations met together in the first session ofdof the correlation

committee the meeting had been called at the suggestion of the

deseret sunday school union president joseph F smith was serving

as superintendent of the sunday school of the church at that time

the purpose of the meeting was

0 10 to prevent unecessaryunnecessary and undesirable duplication of
work in the various auxiliary organiztionsorganizations of the church and
for the further purpose of selecting suitable dates for holding
of stake meetings called by the auxiliary associations and for
the general purpose of unifying the work and advancing the
cause of each organization

elder romney noted that it was just the auxiliaries which were

involved in correlation at that time he added also that there

is no record of the accomplishments of this committeecommittecommittees 13

president smith received a report from the committee on

october 3 1913 showing the progress that had been made with the

aaronic priesthood some 4000 melchizedek and 9000 aaronic priesth-

ood holders were not enrolled in any quorum when the present program

went into effect not more than

0

the improvement era XV maymayr 19121912p
p 657 hereafter cited as era

12 13romney op cit p 3 ibidibids

f

un if in1 yay2 g

ffiveivelve percent of the wards of the church had paid any
attention to the organization of the priests quorum even less
than two years ago not more than thirty of the 700 bishops had

aaronic priesthood

attent

11aaronic

ee

11
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given this matter any serious consideration

A short time later a letter was written by the presiding

bishop which must have been effective because they reported at present

about 500 of the bishops of the church have their priests quorumsqu

or

orums

classes and the benefit to these wards is very noticeable
cve15

they continued even more marked are the advantages that have come

to our young brethren holding this highest office in the aaronic

priesthood there appears to have been a great need for better

organization

the church has always been concerned for the family in the

church in the past that concern was shown by the ward teaching

program where two priesthood holders were supposed to call on each

of the families in the church each month the statistics for that

time were given as follows in a few wardswardsybardsy 100 percent of the

families have been visited regularly every month in a numbernunberdunber of

the stakes over 50 percent of the families were visited regularly

every month during 1912 17

As with all teaching this represented the minimum effort

as compared with the second mile type envisionedIn byvisioned the committee

when they saidsaidtsald

every acting and ordained teacher should be encouraged to
render 100 efficiency this does not necessarily mean that
he shall merely visit 100 of the families in his district each
monthy but it means that he shall carrycarnycarmy them a definite gospel
message one that will build them up in their faithfalth that will
develop their spirits and cause them to go undoubtedly forward

minutes op cit ibid
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in the work of the lord more than this he should be with them
always watching over their spiritual interest and if needs be
their temporal affairsaf evenfairst as a careful shepherd watches over
his flock this kind of teacher will be a fit representative of
the bishop in that particular district and his report at the
regular monthly meeting will be of real worth to the presiding
authorities of the ward 18

the report meetings at that time were held in a group where

all of the ward teachers made a vocal report to the bishopric on the

number of families that had been visited the topictoic for the next

month was handed out at that time also

evidently one of the reasons for the calling of the correlation

committeecommitte with representatives from the various church auxiliaries

was to help in the scheduling of meetings the group said that in

some stakes quorums of the melchizedek priesthood met at 900 in the

morning and those of the aaronic priesthood at 1030y

0

thiapthisp

aj6j

permission having been granted by the general sunday
school union board to commence thetlletile sunday school at 1030 oclockoclockp
instead of 10001000y the usual time throughout the church these
classes of the aaronic priesthood then continue their class work
as part of the sunday school 9

prior to that time priesthood meetings had been held on days

other than sunday thus the sunday school had the best time of the

week as far as getting members to attend its meetings and other

organizations of the churchchurchy including the priesthood suffered in

this regard2regardregarda

A

2

letter dated august 6 1914 written by elder david 0 mckay

to rudger clawson president of the twelve apostles and chairman of the

ibid ibid

201bid2ibidbibid
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committee on priesthood lessons dealt with correlation matters

recently a committee known as the correlation committee was
appointed by the first presidencyPresid oneencyl of its principal duties was
to consider the courses of study of the various auxiliary organi-
zations of the church to avoid unnecessary duplication of study
on the part of members pursuing the same course in several
organizations though their work pertained particularly to the
auxiliary organizationsorganization yet they considered also the course of
study prescribed for the aaronic priesthood particularly when
they found that the principal duplication of courses was in those
given by the sunday school and the priesthood 21

with the improvement of the program for the general levellevelllevei the

emphasis shifted to the stake level because as the committee pointed

out in a letter to president joseph PF smith march 25 1915 there

was great chaos in methods of supervision they recommended that

the high councilmen divide up once each month to go into the wards

and help train and teach teachers of the lesser priesthood

the letter to president smith continued

our suggestion then 9 is better leadership through proper
supervision and training of teachersteacherslteacher more efficient work in the
classes the application of knowledge gains to service among the
people the assignment of weekly duties to the members report
weekly on duties 9 free discussions of conditions and problems
with a view of rendering praticalpracticalpra aidtical spiritual and temporal 23

elder mckay was given the assignmentassignmentsassign alongmentsmento with john wells

and E H anderson of making a list of duties for the aaronic priesth-

ood that assignment was noted in the minutes of june if 1916 the

list as it was completedcomplete was for all three quorumsqu theyorums also

suggested that each bishop was to have a class of priestspries thattst there

were to be quorum officersoffic thaterst they were to maintain high standards

and that they were to see that members performed their duties 24
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by april 24 1918 there was a correlation committee of the

general boards chairmanedchair bymaned elder mckay there was also a social

advisory committee of the general boards chairmanedchair bymaned stephen L

richards 25

As time passed continual progress was made however there

still remained the problem of delineating the areas of responsibility

for members in each auxiliary the deseret news reported on this in

1919

the correlation committee of the church held its regular
session this morning at 900 oclock having postponed the session
from tuesday afternoon because of the visit of president wilson
definite steps were taken at the meeting toward defining more
clearly the field of activity of each auxiliary organization of
the church 26

by 1920 heber J grant was president of the church with

anthon H lund and charles W penrose as his counselors they wrote

a letter to the committee suggesting that since one of the specific

duties of the priesthood was to teach

we desire to commend every effort that is now being put forth
to make the teaching in the church more efficient the operationcooperationco
of the priesthood will do much toward giving strength and impetus
to the important movement in teacher trainingtrainin 227

A

1.1

letter to stake presidencies written august 16 1920 gave

evidence that the two committees were striving toward correlation

in order to promote and enlarge the social and religious
activities of the various organizations of the church it is
proposed that each stake hold an institute ataltalbatt which problems
vital to the welfare of our people shall be given systematic
consideration

romney op cit p 4

26deseret2deseret26 newsDeseret salt lake city september 25 1919 p 3
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SOCIAL ADVISORY AND correlation
committees amalgamated

minutes of a temple meeting dated november 4 1920 show that

elder stephen L richards suggested that the social advisory and

correlation committees be amalgamated and that the new committee be

instructed to consider and report on the relationships of the quorums

to each other to define their functions and fields of endeavor and

outline a program or survey of their work 29

elder romney suggested this was somewhat of an historical

evenly as it was the first time quorums were correlatedrrelatedirrelated and the

auxiliaries to each other to define their functions and fields of

endeavor and outline a program or survey of their work

the two committees were joined and elder stephen L richardsRichard

then an apostle of one year was made chairman of the new correlation

committeecommitteeeCommittecommittees there had been a definite change from 1912 to 1920 in

the correlation program of the church ie from organization of

priesthood to correlation of auxiliaries to correlation of auxiliaries

and priesthood

shortly after that the committee sent a letter to the first
presidency concerning a problem of conference dates conflicting with

auxiliary conferences it saidsaidssaldmaids the committee voted therefore to

respectfully request the first presidency to change the stake conference

dates of the above named stakes as not to conflict with the june

ibid p 7 ibid p 5
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conference 32

an excerpt from the first presidencys reply saldisaidi

changingchang datesing

social advisory committee reportR

the

t
report covered approximately eleven areas beginning with

ibid arthur L beeley as secretary to the correlation
Committecommittee signed the letter

ibid ibid p 6

ibid

0 upsets a good many plans 9 and fully believing that it
will not seriously militate against the success of your conference
to allow these appointments to remain we think it the wisest plan
to not make the change 33

the letter was signed by presidents grant penrose and ivins and was

dated april 21 1921

elder romney noted I1 did not find in the records any

further attempt by the auxiliaries to change the presidents program w

pursuant to the first presidencys request that the correlation

committee make a survey of the auxiliaries and define their functions

and fields of endeavor and outline a program or survey of their work

the committee made an exhaustive study at the conclusion of this

study which took nearly nine months the committee turned in a

twentyseventwenty legalseven size page report to the first presidency the

minutes note that the report came april 14 1921 and was signed by

stephen L richards as chairman for the committee elder james E

talmage moved that the first presidency go over the report before it
was discussed in the council meetingmeetinggmeetinmeetings and the motion carried

appo1
i ntments
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indispensibleindispensable to the harmonious operation of the entire
undertaking that the general priesthood committee and the general
sunday school board collaborate not alone in preparation of the
course but in its supervision 3

in the report it was suggested that girls be given religious

and avocational training after age fourteen for the boys it was

recommended that the age be twelve As for the weekly meeting schedule

it was suggested that sunday meetings include sunday school and

sacrament meeting monday for home evening tuesday for primaryPrimarprimac relief

social advisory committee report april 14 1921 copy in the
LDSIDS church historians office hereafter cited as report p 3

ibid p 7

20

the priesthood committee the auxiliaries the church school programncopro

the

gramt

genealogical society the ward weekly program the church

magazines and the correlation committee the duties and some matters

respecting the jurisdiction of each of the auxiliaries were defined

several recommendations pertinent to this study will be covered

here the report suggested there be appointed a corps of musicians

in the priesthood committee whose function it shall be to submit and

carry out plans for improvement of the devotional music throughout the

church 36

it recommended that the sunday school provide the theological

and doctrinal instruction for the entire church membership that it
provide facilities for the priesthood classes within it and for all

other members of the church not included within the priesthood

classes it further suggested that the bishop preside over and conduct

the sunday school the final suggestion was that it was

0 a

37

36social

37ibidop po 70

yp

36



21

society YMMIA and YWMIAYWMIAI wednesday for home ward teaching thursday

for religion class teacher training and leadership classes friday

was to be given to home entertainmentsEntertainment and saturday was for super-

vised community recreation as a half holiday

there were a number of recommendations concerning the family

the above schedule indicates the amount of time that the committee felt
should be devoted to family activities

another recommendation was made that there be a consolidation

of the present six magazines there was a difference of opinion among

the committee members as to whether one or two magazines would be

adequate there was a suggestion that the different organizations

issue manuals or handbooks for their respective workers with selective

bulletins devoted exclusively to timely material for officers and

teachers 9

another recommendation was that there be a general correlation

committee comprised of the presiding officers of the general priesth-

ood committeeCommitte the general boards the church school system and

the genealogical society and that a similar organization be set up on

a stake and ward basis the purposes of these committees would be

three foldfoldsfolafoia 1 to discover church needs 2 to measure church work and

3 to authorize correlation 0

thirteen months after the survey went to the first presidency

the report came back the presidency felt that under existing

circumstances it would be inadvisable to adopt the recommendations which

ibid p 7 ibid
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have been made 4 in letters written to the committee on june 7 and

26 1922 the first presidency explained that they did not want to

minimize gospel teaching in all the auxiliaries except the sunday

schools they also opposed the method of supervision or the

setting up of a permanent committee to supervise the auxiliaries

churchchurchy stake and ward 43

on october 5 the first presidency wrote to the committee

thanking them for their service to the church and releasing them from

their committee responsibilities A copy of that letter was sent to

the general sunday school superintendency

the committee sent a letter on december 13 192219220 thanking the

first presidency for the privilege and saying

now that our mission is completed as a committeecommitte we are
delighted to be honorably discharged from this heavy responsibility
we feel very much as do the missionaries who go abroad to preach
the gospel and who are generally happy and thankful to obtain an
honorable release 44

members of the committee who had been serving at that time were

as followsfollow

priesthood committeecommittees david 0 mckay stehenstephen L Richardrichards
john wellswelisweils and edward H andersonandersen

relief society clarissa S williamsWillia amy B lyman sarah
mclelland and sarah eddington

sunday school david 0 mckay stephen L richardsRichard george D

pyper and milton bennion
YWIIAYMMIA edward H anderson oscar A kirkhamKirk johnhamp H taylor

george J cannoncannons and arthur L beesley
YWMIA ruth may foxy rose W bennettBera rachaellettiett G taylor

clarissa A beesley
primary may anderson eliza S bennionBen ednaniong H thomas

ann nebeker

ibid italics added ibid
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church schoolsschoolssSchoolschoolus adam S bennion
religion classes john henry evans guy C wilsonnwilsouywilsonoWilwll newelsono K

young
music committee edward P kimball 45

there seems to have been some concern on the part of the first
presidency that the channels of communication were being upset and

were being used differently than the lord had outlined in their

letter to the committee they stressed this by pointing outoutt

the general boards are expected in all that they do to act in
harmony with the stake presidenciesPresiden andcies the stake presidencies
act in harmony with the bishoprics of the various wards thus
all of the agencies through which the activities of the church
are controlled come under the direct supervision of the priesthood
from the bishopric to the stake presidencyPresiden 9cypcyr from the stake
presidency to the presidency of the churchchurchy the general boards
acting as intermediary through which the desire of the presiding
priesthood of the church is conveyed to all its members 46

quoting further the presidency explained they wished to have

it clearly understood that all auxiliary associations operate0 undererate

the direct presidency and supervision of stake and ward priesthood

authoritiesauthoritiesy who carry the ultimate responsibility the work of

these organizations

elder romney in quoting further from the first presidencys

letter emphasized that the work that had been done by the committee

teacher training had been given to the church school system and

that the major responsibility for recreational work had been given to

the mutual improvement association that letterietterlettera signed by presidents

grant penrose and ivins was dated januaryJanuar 19231923.1921yp 48

the first presidency in a letter written on march by81 19231923p

ReportreportyRe45reporte opporty citciar p 21 romney op city p 11
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made several suggestions which were incorporated into the program in

the 1960s19601s in that letter they said

we suggest that once a month you could with profit have a
meeting with the presiding officers of the stake auxiliary boards
and the bishoprics a similar meeting with the presiding officers
of their ward auxiliaries providing an opportunity to correlate
their workworks keep harmony among their organizations and a closer
cooperation between the presiding authorities in stakes and
wards and the presiding officers of the auxiliary organizations

this suggestion seems to correspond to the ward council and

stake council meetings which were later introduced into the correlation

program

that closed the record of the most concentrated drive for

church correlation in the first century of the restored church 1830-

1930 correlation according to elder romney was not yet achieved nor

was it dead since then he added the need for it has demanded

and received attention

other attempts at correlation

despite persecution and slander during the first century of the

church the longrangelong trendrange had been toward a more favorable image

and toward becoming more acceptable throughout the world however

the image of the church changed in the decade beginning in 1930 it
was not until these years that

a

49

1150

0 it crossed the line from a predominatlypredominately negative to a
more positive character the second new feature was a strong
interest in the program of the mormon church rather than in its
theology this change reflected a general shift seen in twentieth
century american religion interest in the socialisocialinsocial gospel and its
program for social slavationslavacionsla rathervation than in traditional emphasis
on personal salvation through the atonement of jesus

ibidbidhiahla p 12 ibid491bid491
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christ 51

it would seem that the saints had been allowed to wander in the

wilderness receiving the blessing of a social gospel waiting for

another opportunity under new leadership to implement the full priesth-

ood program this is not to suggest that the seers did not have the

full vision

by 1938 the first presidency consisted of president heber J

grantgrantybranty J reuben clarkdarky jr and david 0 mckay in januaryJanuar 1939yp

they wrote a letter calling a committee consisting of apostles joseph

fielding smithsmithy stephen L richards and albert E bowen after quoting

from the doctrine and covenants concerning the need to teach one

another the doctrine of the kingdom d&c 881788217 they said

it is the duty of the quorums of priesthood and of the
auxiliary organizations to furnish this need to instruct all
members in sound doctrine activities particularly of the
auxiliary organizations need to be more definitely prescribed 52

they pointed out that there was much overlapping lack of

understanding and appreciation of the actual needs and facilities of

the people 3 they felt that the work of the aurilianauxiliaryauxilian organizations

and of the educational institutions should be coordinated unified

and standardized to avoid duplication and overlapping

E

52 omney

after

A

is
auxi 1

ot53

64 mlail of those

things were to provide better training for the young people

besides the three apostles mentioned the committee also

consisted of samuel 0 bennion from the first council of the seventy

5ljamescjameschamescJ Bames alienallenailen and richard 0 cowan mormonism in the twentieth
century extension publicationsPublication BYUbaurbyur provo utah may 1964 p 66

51 oe

531bid

541bide

auxilian

sp

ellary organ i zationslations

dac



26

members of the presiding bishopric dr franklin L west of the

department of education louis Y robinson of the relief society

george D pyper of the sunday school 9 george Q morris of the YMMIA

lucy cannon of the YWMIA may anderson of the primary and joseph

fielding smith of the genealogical society CE

in order that there would be no misunderstandings concerning

their duties the first presidency said to the above peoplepeoplespeoplet

each of the organizations will consider as its primary reason
for existanceistanceexistenceex the purpose for which it was originally created
the special work of the committee therefore is to definedefiner
to simplify to intensify and to correlate the work of each
auxiliary and educational group in the churchchurchy and to lay down
within broad general lines the work of each group in its own

field the limits of any of these will not be extended except
with the approval of the first presidency c

As the church continued to growgrowybrowy and more and more of the

activities of the church were taken over by the auxiliaries there was

an increased concern as to whether the church was accomplishing the

maximum good for the time and effort which was being expended at

the april conferencepconferenceyconferences in 1940 the first presidency announced that

the auxiliaries were reconsidering their whole field to see what

might be clonedonecione by them to beetymeety so far as possible the unusual needs

of the times as well as more clearly to define their field of

activity 5 they were also charged to cut out duplication and

overlapping and to eliminate the increasing waste in efforteffortyefforts time

era XLII february 1939 p 100

romney op citcipp p 14

era XLIII augusta 1940 p 480
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and funds 58

president J reuben clark jr9jrjrrjre counselor in the first
presidency met with officers of the relief society sunday school

MIA and genealogical society for the purpose of setting up an

organization called the union board of the auxiliaries with george

Q morris general YMMIA superintendent as president at that meeting

president clark made the observation that the auxiliaries might well

consider thinking of the home life of the people having three periods

childhood youth and adulthood 5 according to elder romney from

that statement came the classification of people used in the 1960

correlationcorrelatcorrelate endeavor

from available records the writer could not find the

accomplishments of that group

eight years later on january 22 1948 minutes of a meeting

of the first presidency with the council of the twelve refer to a

report by elder haroldharoid B lee representing a committee appointed to

give consideration to conditions prevailing in the quorums of the

melchizedek priesthood and the auxiliaries the report was for the

purpose of making recommendations which would simplify and improve the

work and the program 60

by march 24 1960 the firstfirs presidency consisted of david 0

mckay J reuben clark jrjrpjmj and henry D moyle they sent a letter
to the general priesthood committee of the church of which harold B

ibid the writer found no record of the activities of that
group

romney op cit p 15 ibid
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lee was chairman in which they said we have sometimes been led to

wonder whether there was a proper observance of the field of a
fe v61particular auxiliary op what might be termed its jurisdiction

it would appear then that correlation was needed in three

major areas first to define the scope and function of each priesth-

ood and auxiliary agency second to formulate curriculum and prepare

courses of study and third to schedule programs of the church

those three areas have been undertaken on the different occasions

mentioned above and that was the assignment given to the general

priesthood committee of the church in the 1960s19601s the results of

their work will be considered in the following chapters

6lconference6conference report september 1961 p 79
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chapter 3

preservation OF THE HOME

HOME INFLUENCE ON THE LIVES OF LATTERDAYLATTER
PROPHETS

DAY

joseph smith professed to have been visited by god the father

and his son jesus christ early in the spring of 1820 he later

claimed other visitations from heavenly messengers As he received

instructions in these visitations he would gather the smith family

around him in the evenings and teach them the gospel in what patriarch

eldred G smith termed the first family home evenings in the churchchurchychurche

it appears that the home centered instructions formed the basis of

much of the religious instruction the smith family received

brigham young was converted and joined the church when he was

an adult but he said that his parents had taught him to live a

strictly moral life after brigham young became president of the

churchchurchy he taught the concept that the family is the divine as well

as the earthly unit of group life 2

As a youth joseph F smith was greatly influenced by his

mother he gave an account of his mother calling on the elders to

eldred G smithsmithy go forth to serve the improvement era
LXX june 1967 p 70 hereafter cited era

0sousa young gates brigham young the mormon leader and
founder of salt lake city london jarrold publishersPublish 1930erso p 220

29
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annoint with oil one of their oxen that was sick he told of how

following the prayer the ox got up and they continued their journey

west never for one moment in my life since that circumstance he

later recalled have I1 doubted the efficacy of prayer

one historian has suggested that the home life of young george

albert smith was ideal that his family and its name was important

to him is suggested by a dream which he had he told of going to the

world of spirits after arriving there he was greeted by his grand-

father george A smithsmithl early apostle and counselor in the first
presidency who asked what have you done with my name young george

answered I1 have never done anything with your name that you need to

be ashamed of he later pledgedpledge I1 made up my mind that I1 would

never do anything to harm his good name

for many years david 0 mckay and his wife emma rae exemplified

the ideal home and family relationships their son robert mckay said

of his fatherfattierfattler

0 IV in all of my years of close association in the home on
the farm in business in the church there has never been shown
to me one action nor one word even while training a selfwilledself
horse

willed
that would throw any doubt in my mind that he should not

be and finally did become the representative and prophet of our
heavenly father 5

president mckay often taught the importance of home and family

of his own background he said

joseph F smith boyhood recollections of president joseph
F smith utah genealogy and historical magazineMa VIIagne salt lake citycityt
deseret news press 1916 p 63

preston nibley the presidents of the church salt lake citycityicitti
deseret book co 1950 p 338

5 LXX junejuner 1967 p 79
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if you ask me where I1 first received my unwavering faith in
the existence of god I1 would have to answer youyousyout in the home of
my childhood when father and mother invariblyinvariably called their
children around them in the morning and evening and invoked gods
blessings upon the household

and now a commandment I1 give unto you if you will be
delivered you shall set in order your own house for there are

avid 0 mckay gospel ideals salt lake city deseret news
press 1953 p 483

doctrine and covenants salt lake city the church of jesus
christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1952 6825 hereafter cited as dac

childhoodwhen

0
6

thus it can be shown that church leaders were influenced early

in life by their own parents and family and grew up realizing the

importance of proper training in the home

scriptural injunctions TO PARENTS

joseph smith proclaimed that through him the lord had given

specific instructions to help parents realize the importance of

teaching their children the gospel As early as novemberNovem 1831berr he

said

and again inasmuch as parents have children in zion or in
any of her stakes which are organized that teach them not to
understand the doctrine of repentance faith in christ the son of
the living god and of baptism and the gift of the holy ghost
by the laying on of hands when eight years oldoid the sin be upon
the heads of the parents 7

two years later some of the leaders of the church still had not

complied with the lords directions of 1831 in section 93 of the

doctrine and covenants liehelleile gave specificspecifspecia instructions to certain church

leaders to fredrick G williams counselor in the first presidency

he said

you have continued under this condemnation you have not
taught your children light and truth according to the commandments

1
i c

f 1 youif

7doctrine
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many things that are not right in your house

to sidney rigdon also a counselor in the first presidency the

lord saidsaidisaldisald that in some things he hath not kept the command-

ments concerning his children therefore first set in order thy

house

then to the prophet joseph smith the lord saidsaidisaldisaidtsald
and now verily I1 say unto joseph smithy jun you have not

kept the commandments and must needs stand rebuked before the
lord your family must needs repent and forsake some things and
give more earnest heed unto your sayings or be removed out of
their place

to newel K whitney a bishop in the churchychurch he added what

I1 say unto one I1 say unto ally d&c 932434993s43 4934 thus making his

instructions applicable to all members of the church

HISTORY OF FAMILY HOWhomholte EVENING
IN THE CHURCH

the first family home evening program per se was introduced at

a meeting in the granite stake in october of 1909 by stake president

frank Y taylor that meeting was the largest gathering excluding

general conference in the history of the salt lake valley up to that

time 8

the printed program carried the suggestion to parents that they

have all members of the family at home on the evening set apart that

no other appointments by any of the members should be permitted and

that in the absence of the father 9 the mother should take charge of

the exercises the stake presidency counseled that all formality

ft8granite stake home eveninvsi1 salt lake citticityicityt nppnpi
1908 p 6
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Q
and stiffness should be studiously avoided it was pointed out

that during the home evening parents should impress upon their children

the importance of obeying the fifth commandment ieierlerbepiep honor thy father

and thy mother and that testimony bearing by parents and children

would be in order it was further recommended that the family use

this meeting to consult together on family work plans and discipline

mannersmann conducterst amusements outingsouting general studies for church and

school but these discussions should be held sacred and not repeated

outside the family 10

in order to impress the parents of the granite stake with the

importance of home evening president taylor had invited president

joseph F smith to behe the main speaker president smiths talktaik

titled family government revealed some important insights into his

life he mentioned the fact that no love in all the world can equal

the love of a true mother he told of his experiences as a fifteen

yearoldyear missionaryold in hawaii and how the thoughts of his mothers

sacrifices and love for him had become a defense a barrier between

12me and temptation j12
9 there were times during his talk that president

smith shed tears as he tried to impress the importance of his message

1
on those present

official records as to the effect this meeting had on the people

are not available however in a quarterly stake conference addressad

bid91bidhid
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joseph F merrillmerrilly who was a counselor in the granite stake presidency

spoke concerning the meeting that had been held eight years previously

after reminiscing about the programpro hegramp chastened the saints for not

having complied with the instructions he said that at that time

there were but few people who held home eveningeven 14inginq he said that one

of the reasons this was the case was that some of the people responsible

for ward affairs sometimes forget and so we have public meetings of

various kinds arranged on home evening when itlt was the advice to

every latterdaylatter saintday family to spend that evening at home

fe

i
15 helielleile

counseled the leaders to have the teachers in their visits take this
up and remind and urge all saints to observe hornehomehoine evening every monday

night 16

elder merrill concluded his talk by reminding the leaders that

nothing should be done that would take the people away from home on

that evening 17

official inauguration of home
eveningevenin in the church

the first presidency officially inaugurated family home evening

in the church on april 15 1915 the letterietter sent out over the

signatures of presidents joseph F smithsmithysmithp anthon 11II lunaylundylunar and charles
18

W penrosePen wasroseproset to stake presidentspresidentsyPresiden bishopstsy and parents in zion

14era XXI junejulep 1917 p 203
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therein the presidency outlined the responsibilities of parents to

set aside at least one evening each month for the purpose of home

evening 19 they requested the auxiliary organizations throughout the

church to support the movement and encourage the young people to

remain at home that evening and to use their energies in making it
instructiveinstruct profitable and interesting to the20 promise given to those

who were obedient to this counsel was that love will be developed

in the hearts of the youth and they will gain power to combat

the evil influences and temptations which beset themithem 2stalst2l

there is little evidence that people of theithe church as a whole

accepted the advice of their prophet to hold home evening minutes of

council meetings of two stakes examined indicated the major problems

discussed thereafter by the stakes were missionary work and organization

of auxiliaries and priesthood occasionally a talk in stake con-

ference by one of the authorities dealt with the importance of home

and family

one of the leaders who was obedient was E frank birch of the

tinticgintic stake the improvement era pictured him with his family

conducting their home evening the era pointed out that this was a

remarkable movement among latterdaylatter saintsday which gave all church

workers a chance to spend the evening at home all church workersworkerso

ibid ibid

ibidbidebida

the two stakes examined for that period were the granite stake
in salt lake city and the bear river stake in garlandgariandGar utahlandrlandt
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it said are exempt that evening from other duties

president joseph F larkin of the curlew stake when asked

to speak in general conference mentioned that all had been advised

and counseled to hold home evening ilehellelie said that if parents would

call their families together once a week and hold a home evening with

themshemp pray and sing with them it would be one of the greatest helps

in holding your boys and girls in fear of the lord this he said

is my testimony to you 25213

there seems to have been a discrepencydiscrepancy as the letter from the

first presidency suggested that home evening behe held once a month

while president larkin intimated they be held weeklyi

president grant in a letter to the leaders of the granite

era XXII march 1918 p 477

jamesjanes R clark messages of the fjjrst presidency salt lake
citycityicitti bookcraft inc 1971 V 190

2joseph25josephajoseph25 Fjoseph larkin general conference addressAddres officialoffic reportiallal
of the ninety third semiannualsemi generalannual conference of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saint october 1923 salt lake city the
church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday nd p 22 hereafter
cited as con ferencenee reTOrt

23

howeverHowe asverp previously noted although the people were given

the opportunity of availing themselves of this blessing evidence

indicates that very few did so

early in march of 1921 heber J grant charles W penrose

and anthony W ivins sent an exact copy of president joseph F smiths

1915 letter to the leaders of the church however they added a

closing paragraph in which they stressed we now endorse them home

evenings and urge that they be carried out by the latterdaylatter saintsday

few
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stake on december 18 1926 assured them of his complete endorsement

of the home evening movement he pointed out that the home is the

place to teach the gospel by precept and example and above all by

practice the president promised that those who held their home

evenings regularly need have no fear for the faith of the rising

generation 9 and may be assured that our children will live and

practice the gospel 2

home eveningEveni handbooknj published

claude richards of the highland stake salt lake city compiled

and published a history of the home evening program to 1936 in which

he outlined some helps and suggestions for making the program work

contained in the handbook was a letter from heber J grant J reuben

clark jr and david 0 mckay the letterietter dated january 4 1936

stressed the grave responsibility of parents to teach their children

to walk uprightly before the lord their suggestions concurred with

the counsel made by the previous first presidency ie that local

leaders were to set aside at least one evening each month for the

purpose of family home evening and that on such evenings no other

church duties shall be required of the people 2

in highland stake leaders soon recognized that home evening

would not sustain itself without some help from outside the home they

granite stake commemoration booklet salt lake citycityicitti
deseret news press 1967 p 4

27claude2claude27 richardsClaude homehornehone evening handbookhandbooks salt lake citycityicitti
deseret news press 1936 p 12
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suggested the help be given by a visit to the families preferably on

the second home evening night when a member of the stake board could

be with the ward leaders 2 evidently taking both stake and ward

leaders away from their own family home evenings

As an alternate plan the committee suggested that the ward

teacher organization could be used to encourage parents they said

that it would necessitate no additional organization and would

Q
furnish the ward teachers with a worthy and stimulating project

further suggestions were to assign home evening to the sunday

school MIA or a priesthood group and that the one assigned might

ask for representation from the other organizations to help 3

the auxiliaries of the church were also encouraged to support

home evening in 1915 the MIA introduced the slogan we stand for a

weekly home evening 3 then again in 1935 the MIA adopted another

theme which read we stand for spirituality and happiness in the

home 32

in a talk in general conference in october 1947 elder ezra

taft benson a member of the home evening committee of the church

stated that the council of the twelve under the direction of the

first presidency had given further consideration to the proper

relationship between parents and children 33 elder benson said that

ibid p so80 ibid29

ibid ibid pF 13

ibidEbid

elder joseph FP merrillmerrillj a member of the quorum of the
twelve was serving at that time as chairman of the home evening
committee of the church
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as a result of those discussions elder george F Richardrichards president

of the twelve had directed a letter to stake presidents and bishops

recommending a revival and further motivation of the program inaugu-

rated under the leadership of president joseph F smith that letter was

sent in january of 1946 elder benson stated that the first presidency

had made an assignment to the relief society to prepare certain materials

as helps to parents the prepared materials were to be carried to the

homes of the members by the relief society visiting teachers and the ward

teachers elder benson announced that there would be talks and demonstra-

tions as a means of stimulating interest in this worthwhile project he

concluded by saying our happiness here and hereafter is tied up with

our successful discharge of this great responsibility

the magnitude of the task assigned to the relief society and

the great amount of time involved may be realized by following the

assignment through the relief society minutes the relief society

presidentPresiden amy lyman reported june 21 194419440 that ezra taft benson of

the twelve had inquired as to the attitude of thethi relief society with

respect to church sponsorship of home evening severaleveral15 of the board

felt a formal program was incompatible with the informal atmosphere

of the home 35 others felt that such an evening is not feasible for

teenageteen childrenage but might be successfully conducted with younger

children there were others who felt the family should plan time together

in recreation either at home or elsewhere rather than attempt to set

a time and program for family gatherings

era LI december 1947 p 756

minutes of the general board of the relief society salt
lake citycityicitti 194419471944 on1947 film LDS church historians office
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nevertheless a home evening committee was appointed and

reported back on september 13 with the recommendation that the evening

be titled the family hour or the family get together the

committee suggested the major objectives should behieeieele I1 M stimulating

the teaching of the gospel in the home 2 to unify the family 3

to strengthen testimonies of the gospel because of different

family backgrounds and age differences in each family they further

recommended that no definite period of time be designated they

suggested that the first presidency should include a popularizing

program in all church publications that announcements should be

made in conference meetings and that they solicit the full support

from priesthood quorums and auxiliary organizations both ward and

stake 38

the group noted that the home evening handbook published by

claude richards was available at deseret book company but that they

felt it would be unwise to republish it because articles titled do

things with your children in the 1942 and 1944 issues of better homes

and gardens could be used effectively 39

the committee on home evening was changed on october 24 1945

with luella N adams as chairman and edith S elliott and pricilla L

evans as members on february 13 1946 it was noted that suggestions

had been made over a year ago to the home evening committee of the

churchy but up to that date nothing had come of the suggestions the

committee suggested that there be a demonstration of home evening in

ibid ibid
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relief society on work day and that lessons on home evening be given

in the social science department the committee further decided that

articles be added in the relief society magazine for specific helps on

home evening

this writer noted that during that period of time a number of

articles appeared in the magaz ine 9 giving helps and counsel to parents

concerning their family home evenings

in june of 1946 edith elliott pricilla evans and ashsaachsa E

paxman of the home evening committee were requested to prepare as soon

as possible a program for submittal to the general church committee

by september 8 pricilla L evans had been made chairman of the

committee she reported that the material prepared by former board

members had been carefully examined and found excellent and timely

and that this material had been submitted to elder joseph PF merrill as

their suggestions for implementing the home evening program 41

in december 1946 word came back from elder merrill informing

president belle S spafford that the relief society had been designated

as the organization to further the home evening program and that they

should make plans to do so at once A new committee was organized

consisting of mary J wilson chairman and leona 0 jacobs and ann P

nibley as members there was great activity in january as the

committee met and drew up suggestions for a demonstration to be held in

sacrament meetings concerning family home evening

on june 11 1947 president spafford noted that elder joseph F
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merrill had phoned her to say that the council of the twelve was

delighted with the proposed program and that stephen L richards had

said that it was the soundest program on the subject presented to

them the assignment was given to the committee to publish a leaflet

to be used as a proposed program for parents to follow this leaflet
was to be circulated by the visiting teachers an interesting note from

the minutes was that since the outlined program would not always be

carried out in the home nor would it always be in the eveningeven theingainge

suggested name was the family hour it was also recommended that

one person from each of the other general boards be added to the relief
society committee to help plan and promote the program

on august aj6f6j mary J wilson reported that a pamphlet the

family hour was being prepared she showed them the format as it
was to be printed on october 29 it was noted that the program would

be off the press within a week and would be sent to all stakes 41541345

the completed program contained a letter by president george F

richards dated january 1946 which had been sent to all leaders

outlining why the program should be adopted in the latterdaylatter saintday

homes elder richards said that when the question of how to imple-

ment the family hour had been raised someone suggestedsugisumi thatested they

call on the relief society it had forthwith been decided thus

backed by the first presidency the council of the twelve the presiding

bishopric and with the cooperation of the general boards of the

ibid ibid
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auxiliaries the family hour program was to be carried out in latter
day saint homes in all the wards of the church 46

the letter also quoted from the first presidency message of

1915 saying there can be no genuine happiness separate and apart

from the home and every effort must be made to sanctify and preserve

its influence 47

additional helps given to
parents

george albert smith had become president of the church in

april 1945 he too had encouraged the family hour program an

editorial published in the era provided opportunity for him to

emphasize the home instruction program in it he reiterated the

objectives which were to unify the home stimulate teaching and

encourage its members 0 he suggested that these gatherings should be

sprinkled with fun and laughter and that they were not to be a formal

regimented meeting he suggested alsoaiso that parents should encourage

their children to read the bible book of mormon doctrine and covenantsCovenant

and the pearl of great priceprices he said not only read it scripture

in our homes but also explain it to our children that they may

understand the hard dealings of god with the people of the earth he

concluded that some of the older people whose families were married

could with profit go into the homes of their sons and daughters and by

right of their fatherhood call these families together and teach them

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday the family
hour salt lake city deseret news press 1947

ibid era LI april 1948 p 248
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the things that are necessary for them to know

the most important single asset for a happy marriage is

to have come from a happy home 0 so said one of the highlyqualifiedhighly

speakers

qualified

at the brigham young universitysponsoreduniversity leadershipsponsored week

in 1955 many important suggestions were given to interested parents

who were able to take advantage of this churchsponsoredchurch educationalsponsored

activity

late in the 1950s the church published a book flip chart

entitled keep faith witliwithritli your family that flip hartchart book was designed

primarily for leaders working with members of the aaronic priesthood

over nineteen years of age who were married and had a family as

well as for those bearing the melchizedek priesthood who were inactive

the main idea presented in the book was that the family needs to

become a family again instead of just a group of individuals living

togethertoge 51therethero suggestions to be employed by the head of the family

included secret prayers going to church as a family study of the

scriptures the holding of family meetings once a week as well as

sustaining church leaders by word and action where leaders made use of

the book the program met with some success 52

ibid

reed H bradford leadership week lecturesLec provoturest BYU press
1955 p 181

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday keepkeap faith
with your family salt lake city deseret book co nd ppap 151915
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HOME EVENING introducedreintroducedRE 1964

in 1960 the first presidency wrote a letter to the general

priesthood committee of the church assigning them the task of looking

at the church for the purpose of correlating its manyirany programs elder

harold B lee quoted from that letter in the general conferences in

october 1961 and aprilaprill 1963 on both occasions he noted

the home was the basis of a righteous life and that no other
instrumentality can take its place nor fulfil its essential
functions and that the utmost the auxiliaries can do is to aid
the home in its problems giving special aid andlandtand succor where such
is necessary G

elder romney also outlined the importance of the home when he

saidsaidtsald
the lord put the responsibility in his church first on the

parents then upon the priesthood and then he called the
auxiliary organizations to assist in the teaching we are
therefore developing a home centered priesthood correlated
program 54

the first presidency in januaryJan 1961uarl told the auxiliaries who

had been using the fast sunday evenings for their programs that

except in the case of the primaryPri thesemaryt sunday evening meetings should

be discontinued the reason for thithisthl change was to allow parents to

meet with their families in the capacity of a sunday home evening cl

A short time later the primary lost the use of that meeting time also

conferencegonSoneon 2ference bantoantreport october 1961 p 79 also conference
reportreiRej aprilEort 1963 p 82

marionmarlon G romney church correlation unpublished talk
given to seminary and institute teachers provo 1964

joseph L alienallenailen the effectiveness of home night as a sup-
plement to the LDS seminary unpublished thesis BYU 1969 p 17
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past experience had taught the leaders that the home evening

program would need outside help if it were to function therefore

much groundwork had been laid before the program was introduced in 1964
r

the home teaching program had been introduced and its leaders trained

handbooks had been printed and studied in priesthood meetinnmeetinfmeetinsmee theTtinn

quorum president or group leader was made part of the bishops priest-
s

hood executive committee and met weekly in the bishops priesthood

executive committee meeting where he was responsible to know personally

the well being of every member of his quorum

the pipeline of authority was from the individual up through

the head of the home to the home teacher to the priesthood leader to

the bishop to the stake presidentpresiden to the quorum of the twelvetwelver to the

prophet and to christ communication was to run both ways anyone not

in that pipeline of authority was an auxiliary to assist the priesthood

the reason for that organization was to assist the members of the

church to perfect their lives and to live in harmony withvith the gospel

of jesus christ

oral evaluations iey talking personally with an individual

concerning his stewardship and challenges iey getting a committment

from the individual that he will work at solving a specific problem

became important home teaching tools effective home teachers used

these tools to assist the individual to assume his responsibility both

by reporting past activity and by laying plans for future growth it
was suggested that homehone teachers should develop the capacity to identify

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday correlation
in home teachinqyteachinqp salt lake city deseret news press 19641964j p 4
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analyze and suggest solutions for his own families 571137 he was also to

decide what spiritual growth steps his families needed most and then

to assist them to achieve those steps one of the thirty two suggestions

given to home teachers was that they should endeavor at least once a

month to interest each family in the current family home evening lesson

encouraging them to hold a regular study period 8

it was said that the challenge as an important innovationnovationLn

came about because of the realization that most people want to do

better but do not get around to making the decision the challenge is

to encourage the making of such decisions lrs9so59

parents received additional helps through the correlation of

priesthood and relief society lessons they were also assisted by the

sunday school through the family living class where the home evening

lesson for that week was presented and parents had opportunity to

ask questionquestionsguestion compare experiencesexperienc and get suggestions from other

parents beginning in 1965 home evening manuals were printed by the

church and distributed by the homehoriehortehonie teachers president david 0 mckay

saidsaidtsald

the home is the first and most effective place for children to
learn the lessons of life truthtruths honor virtue self controlcon thetroiltroll
value of education honest work and the purpose and privilege of
life nothing can take the place of home in preparing and teaching
children and no other success can compensate for failure in the
home 60

ibidbid ppap 303530 ibid35

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday conducting
the oral evaluation salt lake citycityscites deseret news press june 1965
p 50

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday family home
evening manual salt lake city deseret news press 1968 preface
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to get away from the idea that home evening should be a rigid

class room situation the 1971721971 book72 is simply titled familyFan homeillytily

evening

LATTERDAY PROPHETS SPEAK

general conferences of the church are broadcast by radio and

television to parents the world over in his april 1958 conference

address elder stephen L richards made a plea to put father back at the

head of the family because said he termites more destructive and

elusive than those microscopic little animals that break down our walls

are permeating the foundation of the kingdom the homes of the people 6

in 1965 elder spencer W kimballkinball stated that most ills of

life are due to failure of parents to teach their children and the

failure of posterity to obey he stressed that the solution to the

problem lies in home life honehome teaching and parentalparenti guidance ilehellelie

suggested that this would be the panacea for all the ailments a cure

for all diseases and a remedy for all problems elder kimball then

appealed to catholic protestant and mohammedan and all other parents

to teach their children to pray and to walk uprightlyup beforerightly the lord 63

in a message to the world president david 00. mckay pointed out

that the home is an important element in building a great people he

said the strength of a nation especially of a republican nation is in

conference report april 1958 ppap 939493
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LXVIII april 1965 p 513
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the intelligent and wellorderedwell homesordered of the people one of the

blessings that come from this type of environment is that people may

experienceflexperience on earth a taste of heaven 5

another member of the first presidency hugh B brown also

placed family and home high in importance because he said that the

family is the basic and fundamental unit of the church and of society

and that therefore 9 its righteous needs should take precedence over all

other interests president brown quoted lorenzo snow who taught that

parents who are worthy to have glorified beautiful celestial bodies

will be able to stand in the midst of their posterity governing and

controlling them administering life exaltation and glory worlds

without end president brown concludedconclude therefore that the very

foundation of the kingdom of god of righteousness of progress of

development of eternal life and eternal increase in the kingdom of

god is laid in the divinely ordained honehome 67

in general conference theodore tuttle observed that a mans

home is his most important consideration not his business nor farm

nor political office not even his churchc1hurch or civic service it is his

family 68 A year later he told the people they needed to have strong

homes to be able to meet trouble there will no doubt be plenty of it
ahead of us he said we had better be prepared so that we need not

fear 6 heifelielle then said that the formula for meeting and overcoming fear

64 LXXII june 1969 p 2 ibid
66 LXIX decemberDec 1966embert p 1094 ibid
68 LXXII december 1969 p 107

era LXXIII june 1970 p 81
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conditions might be severe and that they could be idealogical conditions

that may seem reasonable but are evil

rlesriesnies sage
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is to strengthen the home

A solemn warning was given to the people of the church and the

world by david 0 mckay when he pointed out that unless multitudes of

men and women change their hearts and lives the world will continue

to be in turmoil and our present civilization be threatened with

disintegration 71 he continued by saying people have lost their

moorings and are being tossed to and fro

the only way the truth can be

knownkno ism to depend upon the whisperings of the holy ghostrhost vv72

in january of 1971 every family in the church received a

special recorded message from the first presidency president joseph

fielding smith in his messageriessage said in part

As the forces of evil attack the individual by tearing away
at his family roots it becomes critical for latterdaylatter saintday
parents to maintain and strengthen the family there may possibly
be a few very strong individuals who can survive without the
support of a family but most of us need the loveiove teaching and
acceptance that come from those who care very deeply

when stephen L richards as chairman of the social advisory

committee of the church submitted its recommendations to the first
presidency in 1921 he said

it is believed that the influence of the home in the lives of
the people is waning due in part to the excessive demands made

ibid
71
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upon the time of athersfathers especially and upon other members of the
family in lesser degree for attendance at church meetings to
encourage home association and to realize the large measure of
good derived therefromthere parentsfrome and members of the householdhouse
must

hold
be reasonably free to live in their homes it is suggested

in line with counsel that has heretofore gone forth to the church
that one evening of each week be set apart as a home evening at
which time a carefully prepared program of the family should be
carried out it is felt also that two other evenings in the week
should be left open for the use of the homerhomey one of which might
well be devoted to entertainments given in the home thus tending
to stimulate a form of entertainment that is regarded as of great
importance in promotion of culture and desirable social relation-
ships it is also suggested that with the exception of the fast
day and such other necessary exceptions as will come to stakes and
wards sunday afternoon be designated as anotherothiran home or family
period

it is evident from the foregoing quotations that those who have

been sustained as prophetsyprophetsoprophetryProphe seerstsytso and revelators have long known that

the home is the strength of society evidently however the church

was not ready to follow much of the recommended programs

not until the fall of 1971 did the first presidency designate

monday evening as family home evening throughout the church prepara-

tions were made changes came it was noted when the 1971721971 temple72

schedules were sent out that all temples in the church were to be

closed on monday evening to give temple workers and patrons an

opportunity to be home with their families

A look at the future

many weaknesses of past programs have been eliminated the

priesthood has been given the responsibility of directing the work all

levelsbevelsleveistevels of leadership in the church have been or are being trained to

do their work better home evening manuals are printed and distributed

social advisory committee report to the first presidency 1921i y

IDS church historians office

f

home

74

J

pr lntedanted

74social74



106log

52

on time and monday evening has been designated as home evening night

parents and children have been reminded that the coming of the lord

draweth nigh and it overtakethover thetaketh world as a thief in the night

d&c 106561065 what6 then of the future

it is possible that more emphasis will be placed on training

of ward and stake leaders that they may become more efficient in

their responsibilities that a block of timetiretidetlde will be designated during

the sunday school time where under priesthood supervision fathers

and mothers will receive specialized training for their role as parents 9

that more efficient methods will be devised to interest and teach

the young people as they attend home evening and their auxiliary classes

56
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chapter 4

AARONIC priesthood correlation

AN EPOCH YEAR FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

the year 1928 was an important year for the deseret sunday

school union because it was the first time in seventynineseventy yearsnine that

members of the latterdaylatter sundayday school had been given the privilege

of pursuing a course of study not only authorized but prescribed by

the general authorities of the church 1 elder david 0 mckay pointed

out other important aspects of the work when he said

5 0 departments of sunday school are adapted to needs
instructions and advancements of members of the priesthood quorumsqu
bvby

orums
approval of the general authorities this wearvearpear marks the setting

apart of sunday morning as hestbest time for the studying of the
gospel by all the members of the church especially for the
quorums of the priesthoodpries

at

thod

the general conference in april of 1928 in a special

meeting for general mission and stake leaders david 0 mckay

apostle and general sunday school superintendent said quorumsQu areorums

to be given the most important hour in the week sunday morning 3

he explained to the group assembled that the young people were to be

avid 0 mckay A means of fulfilling a divine command the
juvenile instructor LXITILXIII junejanevjunev 1928 p 300

bid

david 0 mckay the new priesthood plan the improvement era
XXXI july 1928 p 792 hereafter cited as era
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divided into three groups group I1 was for children ages four to

eleven inclusive group II11 was for lesser priesthood ages twelve

to twenty inclusive group III111ili was for elders seventies high

priestsPriest and priesthoodnonpriesthoodnon holders 4

in order to keep the proper perspective as far as the priesthood

and sunday school were concerned elder mckay pointed out that

0 the sunday school takes its proper place as a helper
as an aid to the priesthood its organization being utilized to
carry on the preparations of lessons the receiving of reports
the printing of lessons etc

in each gospel doctrine department and in

what had been done was to put priesthood meeting during sunday

ibid ibid p 794

ra XXXI july 1928 p 794

5

16

41bid 5ibidbibid

c-ach of the other
groups should be appointed by the quorum president a group
secretary whose duty it will be to credit those who are in
attendance at the quorum class

the stress was on getting the priesthood there and accounted

for as well as teach them the gospel

THE priesthood AND MIA

the proposed change of program also made it necessary to

change the meeting schedules in the wards some wards had been holding

MIA on sunday evening the general authorities made the suggestion

that they be held on tuesday evening in explaining why elder ballard

a member of the quorum of the twelve speaking at the same conference

said the general authorities did not wish unecessarilyunnecessarily to call the

brethren from their homes but to save time worked out this plan that

combines the weekly priesthood meetings with the MIA

sp
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school time on sunday morning where the gospel was taught sacrament

meeting was to be held sunday evening and MIA under priesthood

direction was held on tuesday evening for some study and activity

to help accomplish more church work during the time spent at

the MIA meeting it was suggested the first thirty minutes be utilized
by the ward leaders as a ward teaching report meeting elder ballard

pointed out that supervision of the priesthood in the wards should be

done by the presidencies of the quorumsqu inorums explaining why he said

we are attempting in this program to emphasize the importance
of the presiding officers of the quorumsQu andorums instead of having
a supervising ward teacher we desire the quorum officers to
do the supervising 7

the first presidency and other general authorities pointed

out that the bishop presided in the priesthood MIA and he was to

call on the young mens leaders to conduct after he the bishop had

called MIA to order the reason the young ladies were no longer

to conduct they said was because we desire to keep the priesthood

in control of this group

there was further correlation of effort as the leaders in the

aaronic priesthood were encouraged to accept calls to serve as leaders

in the MIA program bishoprics and MIA officers were counseled to

work together in obtaining the best young men leaders they could find

so that there would be no break in that very important group

the MIA handbook which was published in 1928 suggested that the

new priesthoodpriesthoodmia program had turned over the directing of the leisure

bide p 795 bid

bid

118

MIA



llibidhlahia

I1

56

time activities of the membership of the church to the MIA that

being the case it seems probable that the 1931 conference brought

cries from some quarters of the church that the molMIAMUL was being shunted

aside apparently to combat that idea the general MIA board said we

hope that none will feel that MIA is being shelved or sidetrackedside

we

tracked

may yield something but we are yielding it for ourselves for the

priesthood is the very heart and life of this church 0

As the leaders worked to shift emphasis from auxiliary to

priesthood and to help awaken the men of the church to their great

potential they counseled further

we have but one group of men and boys and women and girls
and there must be one unified simplified program for this work
no one organization in the church can do everything for the
entire group there has been delegated to each organizationorcranization its
specific field we recognize that the priesthood is the very
life of the church it is to the church what the mainspring
is to a watchvatch the power by which it goes the organizations
are but helps in government to the priesthood

each age group had its own classes where boys and girls were

separated for the first part of MIA howeverHowhov youngeverl couples were

encouraged to attend elective courses one of which was a course in

genealogy the last part of MIA was toitoibotto be a combined activity with

all of the age groups meeting together

another area that was strengthened at that time was the

reporting procedures elder stephen L richards one of the quorum of

the twelve asked that the reports be made quarterly As there was a

problem getting the priesthood to meet during the summer elder richards

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday YMMIA hand-
book salt lake city 1928 p 22

bid

1110

1

coursesone

booke
lothe



mieWINase

13journal13journal history of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day
april 18 1931 located in church historians office hereafter

this collection will be referred to as journal history
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suggested that a quorum who cant meet weekly should hold a monthly

quorum meetingaskingmeetingmaskingmeeting askingmasking quorum members to attend 12 they were also

counseled to hold a weekly quorum presidency meeting and the quorum

officers were to meet weekly with the bishopric

apparently by april of 1931 the first presidency under

president heber J grants direction felt the church was ready for

renewed emphasis on the correlation program the deseret news

carried the following headlines church wide plans announced for

correlation of work among youth 1 that headline followed a special

priesthood convention held in the assembly hall april 4 1931 at

the convention the first presidency unfolded a new comprehensive plan

of cooperation between all agencies in the church which were directly

concerned with the activities of young men twelve to twenty years of

age

there was a concerted effort at that time to teach the various

leaders in the priesthood MIA and sunday school that there was only

one program in the church for the boy and that was to win him for the

church each organization was to work together with the others in

trying to reach that goal

one of the first projects after the introduction of the new

program was to get a complete member survey that it was badly needed

was indicated by one stake finding 520 people whose names were not in

church records of those 520 one hundred and fifty were aaronic

12 op cit p 796

quorumwho

corre lation

13

520p

12era

a oryilist
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priesthood bearers there was no indication where the rest belonged 14

during the years 1931 and 1932 the presiding bishopric and

other general authorities kept stressing the importance of the work of

correlation

bishoprics and all of the leaders of youth in the ward were

to hold monthly meetings to determine ways and means of finding all
of the young men and then figuring out methods of getting them to

attend their meetings the era regularly carried articles stressing

various aspects of the work early in 1932 the message in the era was

this aaronic priesthood correlation plan marshals a
large proportion of the manpowerman ofpower the church behind a program
of training for young men of the church it has been called
the most important movement in connection with the aaronic

priesthood since it was restored to the earth 1115

during that period of time the general authorities tried to

stress the importance of the new program in teaching the boys and

preparing them for missionary service and for life elder david 0

mckay pointed out that those involved were the priesthood quorumsqu theorums

sunday schoolsScho theoistolst YMMIA and the department of education 16

usually when a new program is introduced there is a period of

adjustment during which some local leaders cannot decide whether to

follow the prescribed program or their ownorn it is not surprising

therefore to find the general authorities in the october conference

19311931p telling the membership that the wards and stakes who had formed

their correlation committees had experienced encouragingencouraci results and

era XXXV february 1932 p 232
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that those who had held no meetings were to put this program into

effect immediately 17

scouting was another tool that was used to help promote

activity among the young men of the church youth leaders were told

that during the year 1932 under new arrangement of priesthood MIA

work they priesthood leaders will also act on vanguard and scout

troop committees 18

As the general authorities of the church sought to strengthen

the stake and ward leaders and get them to assume their responsibilities

they also utilized the brigham young university leadership week as a

further teaching tool during the meetings david A smithsmithysmithp counselor

to the presiding bishop said

from first appearance it would seem that an added load was
being placed on bishops those who study the correlation plan
carefully will find that it takes a load from the bishopbishopp for
his main responsibility becomes that of general overseeoverseer and
he is relieved of detail work in meeting with the committee
at least once a monthmouthymonthy he becomes familiar with their plans and
results of their labors he is then in a better position to
organize his forces and correlate their work to avoid
interference 19

bishop smith explained further the importance of better leader-

ship and of following the inspired planplanspian set down by the leaders liehelleile

told the leaders they would fail unless they approached the work as

god intended they should said he correlation helps to organize

the work we are required to do and it can be done in less time

and with lasting results 20 he approached the heart of priesthood

17journal historyHisto octoberryt 1931

18 XXXV march 1932 j pop 301

19 XXXV april 1932 356 ibid

iscomm1ittzesittees

17journal
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19era p 201bid
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correlation as he stressed the importance of being united for the good

of the individual he said

we must save our young mennen also our young women we feel
that in this correlation plan the responsibility is no longer
divided I1 cannot say I1 am interested only in the aaronic
priesthood I1 cannot be interested in the aaronic priesthood
alone but must reach out to the sunday school and MIA 2

As the priesthood began to organize to learn their duties and

to make assignmentsassignment there began to be positive results from their

efforts in may of 1932 there were 10738 young menvienvlennien in stakes between

the ages of twelve and twenty of that number 2086 were not enrolled

in any organization of that 2086 not enrolled a total of 1348

were assigned visits by the correlation committeeconunittee there were 1004

or 75 percent of the assignments completed and youngyouing men visited

four hundred and seven or 40.5405 percent were induced to become active 22

evidently the reporting system also improved in 1932

reports were called for monthly rather than quarterly as had been

done previously 2

the program of correlation seemed to be going well correla-

tion conventions were planned for stakes where they had not yet been

held by september of 1932 the era noted the success of the

correlation plan thus far has proved its value to the church and

indications are that this coming season will see greater increase in

the aaronic priesthood than at any time in the past 24

not only were the MIA and sunday school being correlated to

ibid erayxxv maymayd 1932 p 425

ibid IXXV september 1932 p 679

21

23

2libid 22eraoyxxv

231bid 24eraxxv 1932p
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nabn2bv26 however like the

children of israel these stakes seemed slow to leamlearn at least they

continued the practice of dismissing priesthood for the summer

in 1932 the leaders said

in some stakes priesthood meetings have been discontinued
during months of june july and august it seems an unusual thing
for part of a great organization to cease its directive activities
during one fourth of the year we surely trust this may not be
the course pursued during 1933 2

the success of the correlation program for the years 1928-

1932 is substantiated by the attendance statisticsstatist Aicc chart shown

at the april conference showed priesthood meeting attendance averages

for the winter months compared with summer months priesthood

meeting attendance increased from eighteen percent in 1928 to

twenty seven percent in 1932 for the winter months summer month

attendance increased from seven percent in 1928 to nineteen percent

in 1932 see table 1

era XXXV octoberoctoberfoctobersOcto 1932yberrberf p 743

era XIV may 1911 p 650

ejca XXXV november 9 1932 y p 44

I1
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help the priesthood but the primary was also brought into focus to

prepare boys for aaronic priesthood 25

summer priesthood

As far back as 1911 the general authorities had said we

epiore the custom that exists in some stakes of adjourning priesth-

ood for a long period in the summer

ov25

27

25eraj 1932

26era
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table 1

comparison of winter and summer attendance at
priesthood meetings from 192819321928

winter

1932

summer

1928

18

7

1929

26

7

1930

27

12

1931

28128

17

1932

27

19

the presiding bishopric said that the splendid work of the

correlation committee the aaronic priesthood supervisors 9 and the

summer campaign of the presiding bishopric were undoubtedly the
ar9rgreatest contributing factors in this excellent recordre

there

tvrcordiecordle

was one further note in may of 1934 suggesting that

priesthood leaders hold summer priesthood meetings however some

stakes were evidently still recalcitrant

genealogygenealoav

another phase of the correlation program which was encouraged

during that period of time was the genealogical program it was

recommended that one lesson each month in each of the quorums of the

aaronic priesthood behe devoted to the study of genealogy each voungyoung

man was encouraged to receive his patriarchal blessing and to keep

it in his book of remembrance another part of his book was to be his

personal history each aaronic priesthood bearer was also encouraged

era XXXV may 1933 p 430

era XXXVII may 1934 p 262

1

11summer
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to be baptized for one hundred of his ancestors 30

organization

each stake and ward was organized to function with greater

efficiency under the correlation program the stake committee

was organized with the stake president as chairman a stake clerk was

the secretary and a number of the high councilmen were responsible

to work with the aaronic priesthood MIA sunday school and seminary

the superintendent of the sunday school was responsible for three

age groups of youth while the superintendent of thethie MIA was

responsible for M benjmenjmen vanguardsVan andguards scouts the stake seminary

representative as a member of the committee was responsible for

the weekdayweek religiousday training of the young people 31

the ward was organized along similar lines where all leaders

of youth sat in council each month to give the bishopric a progress

report and to plan future activities 3

althoughalthougalthough the primary associationsociationhs had been given the

responsibility of helping to prepare young men for ordination to the

aaronic priesthood the presiding bishopric stressed the fact that the

responsibility of training young men for ordination to the aaronicaaroniaarona

priesthood still remains with the aaronic supervisor 3

30 XXXV december 1932 p 105

the presiding bishopric the aaronic priesthood salt lake
city april 4 1931

nocenote appendix A for a complete outline of the ward correlation
committee as taken from page 61 of ahandbook11andbook for quorums of the
melchizedekMeIchimelchi priesthoodzedek

era XXXV march 1933 p 304

or atlon
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important to note that in march of 1933 the church sent out a hand-

book as a help and a guide to priesthood leaders on the stake and

ward levellevelsleveislevei it was much larger than the small handbook published in

1928 for quorums of the priesthood and MIA

one of the features that changed with the introduction of

the new handbook was that all quorums were given permission to meet

withith the sunday school

the suggestion is now made that members of the various
melchizedek groups of the ward may meet with the gospel doctrine
class of the sunday school in this case however the gospel
doctrine class will become more than a class it will be the
activity meeting of the group as well

each ward activity group is to maintain its four permanent
committees vis personal welfare church activity class
instruction and miscellaneous

it

34

seems that the ladies of the church had been meeting

separately to study the same material but now permissionpeipel wasmission granted

for boys and girls of the same age group to meet together

in december of 1933 the presiding bishopric suggested that

with the beginning of a new year all stake and wardwayd committees should

renew their efforts to contact all inactive members of the aaronic

priesthood and also that adult aaronic classes be organized in each

ward for those men who were over twenty one and had not received

the melchizedek priesthood

handbook op cit p 3

cafeocaseo

new melchizedek priesthood handbook

although this chapter has dealt primarily with the aaronic

priesthood there are places where the correlation program correlated

directly with the melchizedek priesthood that

64
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during the spring and summer of 1934 the correlation program

was spoken of as one of the most resultful movements in the church

today 35 the presiding bishop sylvester Q cannon declared this

aaronic priesthood correlation plan should not be side tracked in

any way 3

in spite of those sentiments there were changes being planned

change of terms

in the october 1934 conference mention was made of the three

point program in which one million assignments were to be filled in

1935 each boy in the church was to fillill a minimum of one assignment

obviously some boys had been filling many assignments while others

had filled none and the push was to have all boys active in priesthood

work another part of the program was to have leaders teach clean

living clean thoughtsthough clean speech and clean actions

mention was made that assignments filled along with attendance

data was to be submitted to the presiding bishopricbishoprbishope on new report

forms 37

the last item of significance concerning correlation during

the era being discussed was in the april 1935 era it read

two definite accomplishments have been credited to the
aaronic priesthood correlation plan since its inauguration by
the presiding bishopric in april 1932 should be 1931 the
first is the establishment and development of a wholesome and
beneficial spirit of cooperation between all agencies of the
church supervising the activities of young men twelve to nineteen
years of age the second is the creation of a spirit of boy
mindedness in practically the entire church membership the

era XXXVI january 1934 p 44 ibidbid p 430
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objective of the plan that of reaching and bringing into activity
all members of aaronic priesthood quorum age is based upon the
missionary spirit of the church

As a churchwidechurch cooperativewide movement its accomplishments
have fully justified the judgment of church leaders in the
establishment of a new activity

an analysis of results covering nearly three years indicates
that the four agencies involved the aaronic priesthood sunday
school MIA and seminary have benefited to a gratifying extent

As an indication that all was not correlated in the church on

a general level the scouting handbooks published by the general boards

of the YMMIAWWIA carried suggestions and helps concerning correlation

until as late as 1939 however in the MIA manual for 1940 there

was a definite change listed for those working with boys it readreads

the general board of the YMMIAYINIANIAmiaYI has joined with the presiding
bishopric and general board of the sunday school in developing
and promoting the aaronic priesthood extension plan these
groups join forces to select and develop boy leaders to
correlate programs and activities and carry onortori a systematic and
continuous missionary and participation campaign among inactive
boys and young men from twelve to twenty years of age

39

the sunday school handbook published in february 1945 said

the plan of conducting priesthood meeting in connection with sunday

school was abandoned in january 1938 at the instance of the general

authorities of the church

thus another phase of correlation had run its course and had

produced results that must have been gratifying to the leadershipleadershi of

the church but it still left much to be desired in the way of active

ejc XXXVII april 1935 p 251

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday MIA executive
manual salt lake city 1940 p 58

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday deseret
sundeysunday school g jgnbook salt lake city np february 1945 p 8

involvedthe
38

0 0

this aaronic priesthood extension plan thus becomes the official
and recommended membership plan for scouts explorers and M men
up to twenty in the YMMIA 0
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participation by the whole body of priesthood of the church

progress had been slow and steady and had advanced the church closer

to the time when the full correlation program could be introduced

and implemented

reemphasisXEMPHASISEMPHASISREX IN THE 1960s

during the early 1960s the youth missionary committee had

been developed under the joint sponsorship of the MIAisiaisla and the stake

missions early in 1964 that committee was brought under the super-

vision of the bishop as part of the ward priesthood organization and

was renamed the aaronic priesthoodyouthpriesthood missionaryyouth committee three

years later that group was expanded into the aaronic priesthood youth

activity committee to become involved in priesthood genealogy for

the deacons welfare for teachers and missionary for the priests 41

in 1969 the presidencies of all the aaronic priesthood quorums

and MIA classes for girls of corresponding ages were made members of

what became known as the bishops youth council A priest became

the youth executive secretary and a laurel class president became

assistant those two plus the bishopric were to constitute the youth

executive committee which would plan the agenda for the youth council

meetings those groups provided better means of communication between

the youth and their leaders as well as better planning and correlating

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday aaronic
priesthoodyouthpriesthood handbookyouth salt lake citynpcitysnp 1967 ppap 616361
also

63
church news december 31 1966 ppap 898 9
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of priesthood and auxiliary programs 42 the bishops youth council

was renamed the youth and young adult correlation committee early in

1971 but their responsibilities remained the same 4

another major step for correlating the aaronic priesthood and

the MIA was made in the fall of 1970 at that time the counsel went

out to all the church that the general secretary of the aaronic

priesthood was to become the superintendent of the MIA and was to

carry both responsibilities it was recommended that the teachers

adviser be one assistant to the superintendent andazidaridarld the deacons

adviser be the other assistant 44 to assist the general secretary in

his heavy assignment and to assure the cooperation of all the leader

shipp the general secretary was to be helped in his priesthood work

by an assistant general secretary the priests adviseradvis theerrerl explorer

post adviser and the post committee 45

A further refinement of the aaronic priesthood program was

made early in 1972 elders quorums were given responsibility for all
adult young men and all nineteen year old aaronic priesthood bearers

that meant releasing the general secretary for the aaronic priesthood

adult group and the elders became responsible for the whole group

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday the bishops
youth councilpcouncilcouncileCounci saltlp lake city published by the presiding bishopric
1969 p 44. also church news may 3 1969 p 4

the churchmurchburch of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday aaronic
priesthood youth handbook salt lake citycityscites np 1971 p 3

ibid ibidbidhid
pirst presidency letter january 25 1972 in possession of

the author
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the first presidency in announcing the change quoted from

the statement of joseph F smith concerning the day when every

council of the priesthood will understand its duty and assume

its own responsibility

there will no doubt be further steps in completely correlating

the priesthood of the church under their priesthood leaders As

this becomes a fait accompli the organization will be as it was in

the beginning iey the patriarchal dispensations and there will be

less need for the auxiliary arm of the church

ibid
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chapter 5

THE correlation PROGRAM introduced IN 1960

reintroductionintroduction OF priesthood correlation

A brief introduction

the teaching agencies of the church for the first few decades

were limited to those prescribed in the foundation revelations namely

home teaching sacrament meetingsmeeting priesthood meetings and conferences

both general and stake the auxiliaries beginning with the relief
society which was organized in 1842 on through to the primary which

came into existence august 25 1878p were added as needed to

supplement the teaching agencies given in the revelations the

auxiliaries were originally simple in structure and limited in scope

of activities however observation will show that they sustained

tremendous growth over the years both in organization and in scope

these auxiliaries developed independently of each other and their

expansion developed by the executives and general boards

by the time the church had reached the 1960s a person was

the doctrine and covenants salt lake citycityscites the church of
jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1952 2038672038 hereafter67 cited
as dac

marionmarlon G romney the basics of church correlation

copy in LDS church historians
office
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living under six jurisdictions the story was told of one fourteen

year old boy who had four swimming parties arranged for him in one

week each by a different organization of the churchchurchy viz teachers

quorum sunday school MIA seminary there was a definite need for

some correlation of program and activities

reintroductionintroductionREZE OF correlation 1960

each time correlation had been introduced there was a clamor

that it was causing more work for the leaders bishop david A smith

in 1932 pointed out that those who study the correlation plan care-

fully will find that it takes a load from the bishop for his main

responsibility becomes that of general overseer and he is relieved

of detail work marion romney stated the correlation program was

not to add another program rather said he we are trying to

take what we have and simplify it correlate it so that there will be

no duplications and no omissionsomisonis 115sions

the first presidency david 0 mckay J neubenreuben clark jr and

henry D moylemoyie wrote a letter to the general priesthood committee

on march 24 1960 asking them to begin an exhaustive prayerful

study of church programs so that it might reap the maximumPlaxin harvest

from the various auxiliary organizations and priesthood committeescorncoin 6mitteesmitteer

3ibidhidbibid

4davidcdavid
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david A smith the aaronic priesthood correlation plan and
the YMMIAVVIAeviaevla the improvement eraaraperap XXXV april 1932 p hereafter
cited as era

clarion G rormeyrornneyRor churchmey correlation unpublished talk deliv-
ered to seminary and institute faculty BYU june 22 1964 p 7
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the priesthood meeting of the 1961 october conference was devoted

to priesthood correlation

david 0 mckay as he introduced harold B lee said of the

project and report

it is one of the greatest undertakings that have yet been
presented to the priesthood it has been under consideration
for many years and we hope and pray that it will be presented
tonight so that all will glimpse the significance and
magnitude 7

at the conclusion of the meeting president mckay tried to open

the vision of those present by talking to them about being born again

and of partaking of the divine nature that would seem to be the

highest purpose of the correlation program

antone K romney executive secretary to the correlation

committee forfox over ten years pointed out that before correlation

could work in the churchchurchy the first presidency and theithe quorum of the

twelve had to be correlated there had been times when programs

had been introduced and promoted without the full knowledge and

approval of all of the general authorities so correlation really

began with the first presidency and the quorum of the twelve as they

were assigned and trained 10

david 0 mckay general conference address 9 official report of
the one hundred thirtyfirstthirtthirty semiannualsemifirst conferenceannual of the church of
jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday september 29y 30y and october 1 1961
salt lake city the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday ndedg

p 77 hereafter cited as conference report

8ibidqlbidbibid

9conversationconversation with antone K romney november 1971
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shortly after the general priesthood committee of the church

received the letter from the first presidency they called a group of

people together to help conduct the survey that had been requested

elder harold B lee was chairman of the general priesthood committee

and the coordinating council antone K romney served as executive

secretary to the coordinating council each committee was headed by

an apostle assisted by an executive secretary called from the membe-

rship of the church the general organization was asetselsals follows elder

richard L evans chairman daniel H ludlow executive secretary of

youth committee elder marion G romney chairman vaughn hansen

executive secretary later replaced by reed bradford of adult

committee elder gordon B hinckly chairman B west belnap

executive secretary of the childrens committee max berryessa

replaced the late B west belnapllbelnap

after

1ll
considerable study the above groups formulated a

proposed curriculum of instruction by ages and groups which was

presented to the executive committee of the coordinating council on

may 23 19621962e it was approved the book was not published but was

printed june 12 1962 it became known as the blue book and was

used as the basis for all curriculum preparation for all age groups in

the church 2

the study the committee had made showed manymanly gaps and many over-

lapping areas in the religious education of the membership of the church

by following the recommendations made by the blue book many of these

conversation with antone K romney june 14 1971
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were eliminated 13

the purpose of the curriculum as it was correlated was to

see that every child was taught the total gospel the primary and jr
sunday school were to do the teaching the same thing was to be true

of the youth in their groups the adults were to study the gospel in

depth elder marion romney stressed the importanceimport ofancle the whole

program when he said

0 the lord put the responsibility in his church first on
the parents then upon the priesthood and then he called in the
auxiliary organizations to assist in the teaching he was
therefore developing a home centered priesthood correlated
program x

correlation organization

one of the recommendations which the first priesthood correla-

tion committee had made to president joseph F smith was a general

priesthood board to be set up president smith told them according

to david 0 mckay you as the quorum of the twelve apostles constitute

the priesthood board 15 this being the case the correlation committee

was organized with seven members of the council of the twelve and the

presiding bishop they met once a month to consider all of the

programs of the church in september 1967 the priesthood executive

committee was organized as follows

elder harold B lee as chairman of the executive priesth-
ood correlation committee As such all plans and programs to be
correlated in the church are routed through his office elder lee
also carries direct responsibility for the home evening and several

ibid marionMariohmarlon G romneyaromneyyrormeybormey op citp p 7

115conferenceconference report aprilaprils 1963 p 85

14
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other priesthood programs of the church
elder spencer W kimball is chairman of the executive

committee of the missionary committee of the church
elder marion G romney is chairman of the home teaching

activities of the priesthood and as such correlated all activities
and instructions in these areas

elder richard L evans is chairman of the youth programs
all general authorities have opportunity to coordinate all youth
activities and instructions in the church

elder howard W hunter is in charge of genealogy
activities

elder gordon B hinckly has charge of the childrens committee
elder thomas S monson is chairman of the multadult committee and

has recently received a special assignment in the priesthood
leadership program

the presiding bishop john H vandenberg holds special
responsibility to assist in coordination of the welfare program
of the churchchurchy the aaronic priesthood organization of the church
and the youth program of the church liehelleile is vicechairmanvice ofchairman the
youth committee and of the priesthood home teaching committee

communications

the growth of the church coupled with its worldwideworld membe-

rship

wide

made the work of getting information and materials from the leader-

ship to the membership and back a mammoth task in february of 1971

it was announced that elder richard L evans had been appointed to

work with the first presidency in communicationscommunicationsfcommunication public relationsrelation
publications translation and distribution

elder evans was replaced as chairman of the youth committee by

elder thomas S monson with elder marion D hanks and bishop john H

vandenberg as vice chairmen elder boyd K packer was made chairman

antone K romnevromneylromney principles goals and functions of priesth-
ood correlation unpublished address given to regional representatives
of the twelve september 28 1967 salt lake city p 4 LDS church
historians office

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday priesthood
bulletin deseret news press salt lake citvcitvvcita februaryfebruar 1971 p 1

hereafter cited as bulletin
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of the adult correlation committee with bruce R mcconkieConkiemcconkleconkleft as vice

chairman these changes necessitated changing auxiliary advisers also

elders romney and packer were assigned to the relief society elders

hinckley monson and packer were assigned to the sunday school and

elders hinckley and bishopdishop robert L simpson were assigned to the

primary elders monson and packer were also assigned to the MIA 18

following the death of elder richard L evans november 1 1971

the first presidency called thomas fyans to be responsible for the

planning scheduling preparation translation printing and distribution

of all communications instructional materials and periodicals which

are primarily for church members he was also instructed to insure

that all such materials are correlated that they are of high quality

and that they conform to church policy doctrine andaad standard

called to assist fyans in his responsibilities as managing

director of internal communications was daniel ti ludlow who became

director of instructional materials and will be chiefly concerned with

curriculum planning correlation editing and graphic designsdesign 2

anothertoothersmother member of the committee was doyle L green who became

the director of magazines and will direct the production and circula-

tion of the ensign the new eray the friend and the unified maga2inls
22the foreign language magazines of the church

james M paramore became the new director of administrative

18deseret1qpeseret18Deseret news church news salt lake city february 5 1972
p 3 hereafter cited as church news
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services and under him will be budgeting production coordination

printingprin procurementtingo and mailing and internal printing

the last member of the group called was john E carry who was

to be the director of translation and distribution and will have

charge of adaption translation nonenglishnon printingenglish and distribu-

tion 24

each of the men named was to be responsible to mr fyans who

in turn would be responsible to the first presidency

an advisory committeecommit representingteel the council of the twelve

in the organization on matters of correlation doctrine and church

procedures consisted of gordon B hinckley thomas S monson and

boyd K packer they were released as chairmen of the three age

group correlation committees but were retained as advisers to the

auxiliaries they replaced all other advisers to these auxiliariesauxiliarlauxiliary

the three correlation committees childrens youth and

adult will continue to function under the direction of their

respective executive secretaries dean L larsen reed H bradfordBradfor

and max J berryessa 25

the changes discussed form a pattern that has been consistent

in the past few months of moving the members of the twelve out of

chairmanship positions and giving membersmer ofsersders the committees the

responsibility of directing their particular program while being

ibid

241bid note also appendix B for a complete layoutlay ofout the
internal communications organization as was printed in the church news
february 5 1972 p 3
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advised by the general authorities that makes it possible for the

twelve to serve as judges to the programs that are presented where

they can be impartial judges because it isnt their program 26

HOME TEACHING

home teaching was first introduced to the membership of the

church in the april conference of 1963 As he introduced ity harold B

lee pointed out that it was to be an enlargement of scope of

responsibility from the ward teaching program 27 six months before

it was announced that fourteen representative stakes had been working

out a program within guidelines prescribed and the new program was

all that is now done in ward teaching and much more 2 every priesth-

ood bearer in the church was to be available for that service

president david 0 mckay stressed the point that home

teaching is one of the most urgent and most rewarding opportunities to

nurture and inspire to counsel and direct our fathers children in

all that pertains to life 29

in stressing the very basic very important place home

teaching has in the church elder romneyromeyroaey pointed out that it is the

note appendix C for a view of the relationships of the
correlation committee with other church agencies copy obtained from
dr daniel A ludlow

2 27conference7conteren27 ceConference report 9 op city p 86

ibidy october 1962 p 77

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter sainteysaintsysaintstday home teachingteachindeachin
handbookhandbookihandbooks salti lake citycityscites deseret news pressy 1963 preface
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boyd K packer priesthood home teaching unpublished talk
at seminar for regional representatives salt lake city october 2

1968 LDS church historians office
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program that puts the priesthood in its place 30

some local leaders have felt that home teaching was just a

replacement for ward teaching or that it was a passing phase but

harold B lee dispelled that idea when he said it is not just one of

the programs home teaching is the instrument by which we see to

lffiff through the priesthoodpriesthoodyPriest thathoody every program in the church is made

available to parents and their children 3

elder romney gave further emphasis to this point when he said

home teaching is not limited to a specific gospel principle
or church activity by divine injunction home teaching supports
and sustains all home and church programs and activities for
teaching the gospel 32

at a meeting of the regional representatives of the twelve

boyd K packer also stressed the basic and important part home teaching

plays in the church said hethesifehyelye

we do not pretend that priesthood home teaching is an easy
solution nor is it a quick one we just know that it is the only
one we are anxious that every bishop in the church settle in
and resign himself to the certainty that as home teaching goes
so goes the church the family and the individual 33

one of the things that adds strength to the program is the fact

that each quorum presidency or group leader is responsible for calling

his quorum members to be home teachers he trains them with help from

the bishopric and stakestalstai presidencyce fiehelleile4 conducts oral evaluations with
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themthernthermthemm and he strengthens them they in turn are responsible to him

for their stewardship he is responsible to the bishop and the bishop

is accountable to the stake president for his stewardship and so on

up the line

stressing again the basic importance of home teaching and the

responsibility each priesthood bearer in the church has to be a second

mile home teacheracherete elder romney warned that no man can magnify his

priesthood if he were to refuse to do home teaching

to help home teachers learn how to conduct their oral evaluation

which is a monthly accounting to his priesthood leader of his steward-

ship a handbook was distributed and ward priesthood leaders were

instructed by their stake presidencies on how to delegate make

challenges follow up on assignments and how to inspire and lift their

people since the oral evaluation was to be carried out from priesth-

ood leader to bishop and from bishop to stake president great stress

was laid on that particular phase of the new program 3 the oral

evaluation plus the training thats involved in it is one of the great

strengths of the home teaching program as compared with the old ward

teaching program

helps for the home

the melchizedek priesthood quorum lessons for 1965 were designed

to help the priesthood bearer to become a better father the relief

3 4 chur cirlcisi ws decembercmber 11 1971197101.9710 paqpq 3

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday conductingConduct
the

inq
oral evaluation salt lake city deseret news press june 1965
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society social relations lessons were set up to help the ladies become

better mothers this was all geared to add strength to the family

home evening program which was introducedreintroducedre in january of 1965 home

evening manuals had been printed and distributed home teachers had

been told that no greater service can be given to a family than

to motivate them with a vision of the benefits of a regular family home

evening 36 during november and december instructions on how to

conduct home evening were given in stake and ward priesthood meetings

in each ward the bishop was to conduct a training session for parentsparent

including 37the

in

presentation

september

of

1970

a

the

filmstrip

first

on

presidency

family

announced

home

that

evening

monday

night had been set aside for holding family home evening throughout the

entire church and that those responsible for priesthood and auxiliary

programs including temple activities youth athletic activitiesactivitlactivity
student activities etc should take notice of this decision so that

the families would be left free from church activities 00

in a message sent to all parents in the church president

joseph fielding smith stressed that since 1965 the church has offered

the family home evening lessons parents who ignore the great help of

this program are gambling with the future of their children

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday the family
home evening and the salt lake citycityscites deseret
news press 1969 p 1

church news december 12 1964 ppap 898

bulletin

9

september 1970 p 1

message of the first presidencyPresiden thecypcyr ensign I1 january 1971
p 1 hereafter cited as ensign
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stressing the growth potential the president further saidsaidtbaidbald

the primary function of a latterdaylatter saintday home is to
insure that every member of the family works to create the
climate and condition in which all can grow toward perfection
for parents this requires a dedication of time and energy far
beyond the mere providing of their childrens physical needs
for children this means controlling the natural tendency toward
selfishness 040

0

stake and ward organizationoeunization

when elder harold B lee discussed correlation in april conference

in 1963 he told the membership that the stake presidency and high

council constituted the stake priesthood executive committee when

the stake relief society presidency and the chairman of the bishops

council were added to that group it became the stake welfare committee

once each month the heads of each auxiliary in the stake were to

meet with the priesthood executive committee to form the stake council 42

he also explained that the ward organization would be changed the

ward priesthood executive committee would be composed of the bishopric

the high priest representative the seventies group leader the elders

quorum president the general secretaries of both the aaronic priesthood

youth and adult and the ward clerk when the relief society presidency

joined that grouppgroups it became the ward welfare committee once a months

when the auxiliary heads joined the group it became the ward council 43

ibid

conference report april 1963 loc cit
49the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsfaintsday priesthood

correlation manual of instruction aqfq P teaching salt
lake city deseret news press 1964 ppap 2 3 6
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at the ward council meeting the auxiliaries had opportunity to receive

assignments recommend people who need special helps and generally

assist the priesthood in carrying the programs of the church to each

individual

the appointment of an executive secretary was announced by the

first presidency in 1967 that calling was to be on both the stake and

ward level A high councilman was to have the responsibility on the

stake level howeverHowehove inverpverr 1969 the first presidency suggested that he

no longer be a member of the high council nor should he be a stake

clerk but he was to be the stake executive secretary to the stake

priesthood executive committee his primary dutyduly was to be responsible

for home teaching to that were added the duties of being an adviser

to the stake president concerning military relations and promoting

educational opportunities in 1971 he was also given responsibility for

seeing that church magazines were in the homes of the saints

at the conference in 1963 elder harold B leeiee introduced the

four priesthood programs namely missionary welfarewelwei homefarer teaching and

genealogy with these four programs playing such an important roleroletroie

the bishopric meeting became the planning meeting for the ward while

the priesthood executive meeting gave each of the quorums of the priesth-

ood equal time to represent that phase of priesthood work for which it
was responsible ie high priest for genealogy the seventies for

missionary work and the elders for welfare while the executive

bulletinbunBuU juneetin 1969 p 1

conference report april 1963 p 85

ibid

in

44

45

46

44

45conference

461bide

45

duty

lee



vgoveo

regireglons organized

A further strengthening of local leadership came at the beginning

of 1964 when it was announced that the former welfare regions of the

church had been realigned to serve an expanded purpose A region

consisted of several stakes in a geographical area one of the stake

presidents in the region was named chairman for each of the priesthood

programs and members of the general priesthood committees provided

instructions at the quarterly regional meetings 48

the first presidency wrote in september of 1967 that the

demands of a worldwideworld churchwide had made it necessary to call as many

brethren as may be necessary to be known as regional representatives

of the twelve 49 these men were to be assigned to the regions

formerly organized and would replace the priesthood committees who had

been serving these men were to conduct instructional meetings from

time to time as instructed

85

secretary was responsible with the bishop for home teaching each

quorum of the aaronic priesthood was also responsible for a phase of

the program priestspriest missionary work teachersteacher priesthood brother-

hood welfare and deacondeacons family exaltation genealogy 47

regions

A short time later they were given the assignment to conduct

two regional conferences each year instructing stake leaders in the

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday aaronic
priesthood youth handbook salt lake city np 1971 ppap 101110

church

11

news december 28 1963 p 6

confe rence reort octobertobergOc 1967196701.9670 p 25
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various priesthood programs representatives of the general auxiliary

boards were also to attend and give specialized training as directed

by the general authorities
c

the regional representatives of the twelve were also assigned

to meet with the stake presidents of their region on a monthly basis

where they could train and give instructions from the general authorities

they also get feed back from the stake presidents on current problems

this bridges the communication gap that sometimes exists when general

authorities have so little time to visit at stake conferences

during 1968 special discussions in the monthly stake priesthood

meetings focused on developing leadership skills sucheuch as how to

conduct church meetings how to use records and reports how to
c

delegate wisely and how to set and achieve goals 3 these topics had

been developed by members of the twelve and given in their council

meetings and were then passed on through the regional representatives

to their respective stake presidenciespresiden

late

cies

in 1971 the church changed to area activities in the

MIA programs to give more young people an opportunity to participate

also alongalonaaionoalono these same lines president joseph fielding smith conducted

the first area general conference in manchester england in august of

1971 53

5church51churchachurch51 newsChurch january 6 1968 p 3

robert cowan A review of priesthood correlation in the 1960
unpublished paper provoprove 1970 ppap 161716
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HIGH PRIEST presidencies CHANGED

the first presidency made a major change in the organization of

the high priests quorums of the church in 1963 they said in partpartspartt

the council of the first presidency and quorum of the twelve
now recommend that a unified policy he adopted which policy we
hope can be instituted and become effective at the beginning of
the year 1964p or as soon thereafter as possiblepos thatsibilesiblie in each
stake the presidency of the stake shall be sustained and set
apart as the presidency of the high priests quorum 54

the previous organization had been three high priests from the

quorum but not members of the stake presidency in some areas the

stake president was granted permission to call two counselors other

than his counselors in the stake presidency to serve with him in that

capacity such exceptions were granted only by permission of the

first presidency

some reasons for the change were that it would facilitate the

operation of the home teaching program in the wards and stakes of the

churchy and it will also provide opportunity for the group leadership

in the various wards to assume greater responsibility in directing the

affairs of the groups under their leadership 55

OTHER IMPORTANT AREAS OF correlationcorreoCORREU

publicationspublication

mionXIONtion

the pri esthoodestwood bulletin replaced the mes s einger in january of

first presidency letter to stake presidents december 12y

1963 copy in possession of the author
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1965 as a means of keeping in touch with an everexpandingever churchexpanding it
was designed to provide information concerning the policies

administration and organization of all priesthood programs of the

church

d&c 88
118119118

elder

119

hunter pointed out that the meetinghouse library program

is now a permanent program of the church to assist in better teaching of

gospel principles 59 although the program had been in operation only

a few months reports showed that seventy two percent of the meetinghouses

of the church had such libraries

bulletin january 20 1965 p 1

5

Is 19

lt5656

A church library coordinating committee was formed in 1968

under the chairmanship of earl olsen assistant church historian and

was given the task of correlating all library activities and procedures

for the church 5 that committee supervises the meetinghouse library

program they are aided by such new publications as the meetinghouse

library bulletin the etinghousetinghous

57

meetin se lib r handbookHn andook the meeting

house

eezLEY

library technical manualmanua 58

elder howard hunter in teaching the priesthood about the

library program quoted from the doctrine and covenants

and as all have not faithfalth seek ye diligently and teach one
another words of wisdom yea seek ye out of the best books words
of wisdom seek learning even by study and also by faith

organize yourselves prepare every needful thing
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uniform year pogts

the inauguration of a uniform church year came about in 1967

the general authorities suggested that starting the year in september

would work in with the school schedule and give the young people

opportunity to start their courses of study in the auxiliaries at the

same time they did in school also during this period 9 the churchs

first unified system of reports went into effect each priesthood

program and each auxiliary had a separate page on a thirteen page

correlated report which ran fromfron september to august in order to

expedite record keeping beginning in september of 1971 all membership

records were typed and computerized for more efficient handling

money

another area that has always been carefully controlled is the

money of the church on january 1 1970 it was announced that the

following changes had been made donation receipts had been newly

designed and had to be typed with a special typewriter that made it
possible for an electronic scanner to read and tabulate the results

units were to receive periodic listings of individuals who had

contributed during the year on computer printoutsprint outscuts reports were

changed and were to be submitted monthly on the last davday rather than on

fast day the first sunday of the month as in the past bishops were

to send the tithing to the presiding bishops office at the end of each

week rather than monthly as in the past 62

cowan op citcite ppe 15150

bulletin62bulletin62 february 1970 p 11
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servicemen

another program that came undertinderlinder correlation was the service

mens committee it was renamed the military relations committee of

the church with harold B lee as chairman that was in may 1969 when

many throughout the world were protesting against the viet nam war

and demonstrating against the government the committee quoted a

statement of the first presidency which said we believe our young

men should hold themselves in readiness to respond to the call of their

government to serve in the armed forces 63 the committee further

suggested that a young mans preparation before going into the service

should come from the aaronic priesthood he was to be given a prepro

service church orientation program he was to be given a chance to

speak in a sacrament meeting before going and he was to be interviewed

by his bishop when home on leave ileheflefie could also receive opportunities

for church activity and priesthood advancement plus contact with

priesthood leaders while on rest leaveleavleae or in the hospital 64

A handbook was published which outlined specific duties for

each member of the ward and stake leadership group relative to the

serviceman 5

social services

with the growth of the church and the multitude of problems

confronting its membership in 1969 the first presidency saw the need of

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday the church
member and military service salt lake citycityscites deseret news press
february 1970 p 3
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organizing the unified social services committee this unified service

group now included the indian student placement youth guidanceGuigul

and

dancer

the relief society social services committees elder marion G

romney became chairman of the committee marvin J ashton director

of social services said that his department working in correlation

with wards and stakes offered a variety of services such as profes-

sional social workers giving

seminars 9 training of volunteer workerworkers youth guidance
services foster care servicesservisereiserel indiancest student placement helps
adoption 11service help to those in prison helps for drug abuse
and alcoholism and services to youth away from home

following the pattern set down by the lord through his prophets

the person needing help should first seek assistance and support from

his family home teacher 0 0 0 priesthood leader bishop

and others are then called in as needed

elder ashton said the lord blesses those who help anyone in

trouble 68 he challenged those of the priesthood to build yourself

by stooping to help someone who has temporarily lost his or her way

the health services corporation was formed in 1971171 with dr

james 0 mason as commissioner he has responsibility over fourteen

hospitals owned or operated by the church dr mason said that he

had been asked to be concerned and to feel a responsibility toward

the health needs of a world wide church membershipmernhershlehershiE he also gave the

priesthood of the church a glimpse into the future of priesthood service

ensign I1 january 1971 p 31 ibid

p 1011010loilolioieioleloleloie ibid69
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on a much broader plain than ever before when he saidsaldsalid

0 0 prepare for missionarymissio callsnany not only to go out and
preach the gospel but to go forth in loveiove and brotherhood
using your professional and vocational skills to reach out and
lift up people of all walks and professions are required if
we are going to hebe a blessing to those whose needs are so
great 71

the first medical missionaries were called in july of 1971

training

the church has always realized its great responsibility to

teach the gospel not only to the people of the world but to its own

members in order to improve its teaching the inservicein programservice of

the sunday school was developed by some of the finest educators in the

church then in june of 1962 a teacher development program was

approved 7 that new program was announced in december 1969 with

the scheduled beginning date of september 1971 the threefoldthree

program

fold

consisted of the basic elevenweekeleven courseweek designed for

prospective teachers and leaders and was to be repeated as needed the

inservicein lessonsservice are taught ten times a year to priesthood instructors

of the ward in one groupgrou and to other teachers of auxiliaries in their

separate groups the supervision phase was to begin in the fall of

1971 73

david B haight noted the progress of the program in april when

he said there have been shipped to the wards and stakes and missions

71ibid7libid p 107108107
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december of 1970 it was suggested that stake presidents conduct the

training program for bishops and other leaders and arrange to have

portions of the course presented at monthly high priests quorum

meetings the bishops were to conduct a selftrainingself programtraining on

their own using the text as a guide 7

church magazines

one of the suggestions made by the correlation committee back

in 1921 was that the magazines of the church should be combined to give

a better coverage of church information the church was not ready for

it at that time however in january of 1971 the first presidency

announced that the magazines of the church would be the ensign of the

ensign I1 june 1971

andana selfhelpselselfseiseif fhelp
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9175989170598 copiescoplescoplcopi ofi instructionales material he further noted the

entire teacher development program was being made available to units

of the church all over the world it had been translated into sixteen

languages liehelleile said the aim of the course was to bring about worth-

while changes in the lives of boys and girls men and women 71375 he

concluded with this important insight

the church is now beginning an interesting period when members
of this true church in increasing numbers will be able to
proclaim I1 know for they will have been effectively
taught 76

not only was it important that teachers be trained but ward

and stake leaders also needed to be trained in advanced leadership

techniques as well to help accomplish that goal the first presidency

distributed the bishopsbjishpp s training course nd

p 53 ibid

ibidbid761bid761 p 54 bulletin december 1970 p 6
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I1 ement era

bunbuuetin were mailed to all wards in january they

suggested that through music mans ability to express himself

extendsblendsblandsglands beyond the limits of the spoken languagelanqualangua in both subtlety and

ftpower

balbai

orporr the relief society magazine the

childrens friend the millenialmillennialMil starlenial and the seminaries and institutesinstitutes1
ap7pimpact

neweragewera

94

church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsdazday for adults the new era for

youth and young adults and the friend for children which replaced

the improvement eray the instructorInstruct

they went on to say these are published under the direction

of the first presidency and the twelve and will be official organs of

communication of the church for english speaking peoples 9 they felt

that this step would give better unification and correlation of commun-

ication for church members the uni fiedmagazinefiedfled Magazinem3jazine would be published for

nonenglishnon speakingenglish members the purpose of all the magazines was to

I11 strengthen the faith of church members 2 promulgate the truths

of the restored gospel 3 keep members abreast of current and vital

church policies 80

music

music also came under correlation in 1970 the first presi-

dency announced that mark E petersen was the new chairman and would

be responsible for implementing a unified church music program with

all music personnel and instructional facilities correlated in the
pi

wards stakes and missions copies of the new general music commit

tee organizatipalzatipal

they warned that music could be both uplifting and degrading

so it was important that as latterdaylatter da saintsdayr we at all times apply

ibidbide p 7 ibid hidibidbid p 8
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the principles of the gospel and seek the guidance of the spirit in

selecting the music with which we surround ourselves 8

As an example of the interest and work of this group they

warned latterdaylatter leadersday not to authorize or permit the use of the rock

opera jesus christ superstar in any churchsponsoredchurch meetingssponsored the

reason for their stand was that it was incompatible with the spirit
and doctrine of the church concerning the divinity of the savior 8

ELDERS QUORUMS

for the past several years the young men of the church who

were called to fill missions for the church were ordained elders and

sent at age nineteen young men who were worthy and were going into

the service were also ordained as were young men who were going to be

married in the temple the rest waited until they were older in

april of 1971 the first presidency and council of the twelve issued

a statement which said hereafter worthy priests are to be ordained

elders at age nineteen 85813 the change in policy was adopted as a means

of giving equal recognition and opportunity to all our worthy young

men whether or not they are privileged to fill missions 8

that change was further modified in january of 1972 when the

first presidency announced the aaronic priesthood adult that is any

nineteen year old aaronic priesthood bearer or any nineteen year old

unordained church member would become the responsibility of the elders

quorum presidency the term aaronic priesthood mult will be

ibid august 1971 p 2 ibid

Iidibid april 1971 p 1 ibid
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discontinued and all group leaders or elders quorum presidencies will

assume the duties heretofore held by general secretaries of the aaronic

priesthood adult 87

the first presidency said the change would make more high

priests available for positions of leadership in the priesthood and

auxiliaryauxilia organizationsvy and seventies to serve in missionary work 88

they said it would be the opportunity of bringing into home teaching

activity many inactive and semiactivesemi eldersactive and prospective elders

although the basic responsibility for home teaching remains with

the bishop they said elders quorums should behe given the responsibility

for teaching all prospective elders and their familiesfamil 90ieseiesolese it was also

urged that the prospective elders be used as home teachers

the first presidency suggested that stake presidents call the

most capable high council members to assist in supervising elders and

prospective elders adding additional men if needed stake presidents

were also to call the strongest and most able elderseiders in the ward to

serve as elders quorum presidents or grouprounroup leaders the presidency

noted that a good high councilor who does an excellent job in teaching

and training the elders president has won most of the battle 9 they

stressed the involvement of the inactive brother and the importance of

interviews by the bishop

although the future elders presidents may well become the most

capable men in the wards next to the bishops the presidency noted

89

91

87church87
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that the bishop is still the father of the ward and in charge of the

activation of all ward members 92

at the conclusion of the announcement a statement by president

joseph fielding smith was quoted which was somewhat reminiscent of the

statement president brigham young made ninety five years ago as quoted

in the first chapter of this thesis president smith said

men who are the mostrtiost capable for these positions of presidency
should be sought

too frequently it is thought that the supervision of a
quorum especially of elders is not of great importance but
the lord thinks otherwise there should be however a division
of responsibility among the presidency the presidency should
see that the quorum is fully organized and that every man is
performing his duty if there are delinquent orcorcir wayward members
these should be labored with until brought to repentance and full
fellowship 93

step by step the church has advanced to and in many instances

surpassed the dreams and recommendations of the correlation committee

of 1922 much progress has been made and many changes effected but

there are many yet to come if history is any indication of what lies

in the future

ibid ibid
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chapter 6

THE URGENCY OF correlation

in july 1831 the prophet joseph smith recorded a revelation

which designated jackson county missouri as the center place of zion

d&c 57 history has recorded the sad plight of the mormons as they

were driven from jackson county missouri and eventually to the great

basin since that time the mormons have cherished the idea that one

day they would return to jackson county and complete the task they

failed to accomplish in the 1830s18301s however the leaders have warned

there is more to establishing zion than just knowing where it is to

be built

heber C kimballkimballyKim inbailybally a talk given in salt lake city in 1856

warned the people that

there will not one soul of you go to build up that holy
city in jackson county until you learn to keep the command-
ments of god listen to the counsel of brother brigham and his
counselors the twelve the bishops
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are to be avoided

president george albert smith warned that difficult experiences

are in store

while standing at the side of my associates in the leadership
of the church I1 want to encourage our people and their neighbors
to keelkeep the commandments of god when I1 think of the condition
of the world and realize that the only place where there is any
semblance of peace is the land that we live in and with the
promise of god that he will be with not the members of the church
I1 dont interpret it that way not the men who hold the
priesthood necessarily I1 dont interpret it that way he will
be with his saints who are worthy to be called saints and his
power and protection will be over them until their lives labors
are completed

seven years later president smith urged the people to repent

because it is only a question of time unless they repent of their

sins and turn to god that war will come and not only war but

pestilence and other destructions until the human family will disappear

from the earth 3

others of the general authorities have spoken of the troubles

that would come upon the earth in the last days but have looked to

the promises of the lord for those who were obedient in talking about

the people of the book of mormon who lived at the time of christ when

there could not be a happier people among all the people who had been

created by the hand of god book of mormon 4 nephi 16 elder marion

G romney gave encouragement by saying although suchauch a blessed state

seems beyond our present hope let usu1ua not forget that the lord has given

george albert smith general conference address officiaofficialOf
report

ficia
of the one undredhundredfl thirteenth annual conference of the church of

jesus christ of lattedavLattelatter saintsdav aprilarril 4 5 and 6 1943 salt lake
city the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday nd p 93
hereafter cited as conference report

con3conferenceferene report april 1950 p 5
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somesonsom of you young men are going to engage in that
battle some of you are going to engage in the finalfinai testing
time which is coming and which isi1ia closer to us than we know

I1 want to say to you brethren that in the midst of all the
troubles the uncertainties the tumult and chaos through which
the world is passing almost unnoticed by the majority of the
people of the world there has been set up a kingdom a kingdom

marionmarlon G romney train up a child

5josephjoserhajoseph

4marionamarion

6ibidbibid

71fugh
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us the assurance that the survivors of our present generationerationaeration will

enjoy a like societysociesocle 4Atye

president joseph fielding smith testified that the signs of

the times spoken of by the prophets are now after quoting from the

scriptures where the lord said peace shall be taken from the earth

and the devil shall have power over his own dominion d&c 135

president smith said peace has been taken from the earth the

devil has power over his own dominion the spirit of the lord has been

withdrawn 5 president smith noted that this is not because the lord

desires to withdraw that spiritspirito but because of the wickedness of

mankind 6

at the close of the priesthood conference in 1967 president

hugh B brown pleadriead with the young men there to keep themselves clean

and to serve the lord so that they could serve wherever called and so

that they would be prepared when the final battle should come 7 and

said he

relief society magazine
march 1964 p 169 italics added

joseph fielding smithsmiths the predicted judgments talk delivered
at brigham young university march 21 1967 italics added
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over which god the father presides and jesus christ is the
king that kingdom is rolling forward with a power and
a force that will stop the enemy in its tracks while some of
you live 8

then in conclusion he counseled all who bore the priesthood to stand up

and be counted for said he the time will come when those who are

not for him will be found to be against him 9

the battle plan

before any battle is waged plans are laid preparations are made

and all is set in readiness in anticipation of what the enemy will do

under certain conditions victory usually goes to the side which had

the greatest forsight and has made the best preparations elder thomas

S monson a member of the quorum of the twelve apostles has given

his feelings concerning the importance of the plan jesujesus christ has

given to his church

today we are encamped against the greatest array of sin
vice and evil ever assembled before our eyes such formidable
enemies may cause lesser hearts to shrink or shun the fight
but the battle plan whereby we fight to save the souls of men

is not our own it was provided to our leader even president
david 0 mckay by the inspiration and revelation of the lord
yes I1 speak of that plan which will bring us victoryvict evenoryo the
correlation program of the church and as we do battle against
him who would thwart the purposes of god and degrade and destroy
mankindman I1kindo pray that each of us will stand in his or her
appointed place that the battle for the souls of men will
indeed be won that when lifes race has been run we may hear
the commendation of the lord well done thou good and faithful
servant thou hast been faithful over a few things I1 will make
thee ruler over many things enter thou into the joy of the lord
matt 2521 in the name of jesus chrishchristchristo amen 10

8ibidbibid bid

thomas S monson correlation brings blessings relief
society magazine april 1967 p 247
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men have talked about and dreamed of the perfect society and

different methods of government that would make that type of society

possible one of the few recorded accounts of a society that

succeeded were the people of enoch pearl of great price moses 61321613

A

21

number of latterdaylatter leadersday have pointed to the correlation program

as the method of attaining that samesane goal

at a fireside in provo paul P royal for many years a

member of the church correlation committeeCommitte said

I1 sat in a meeting and heard president N eldon tanner saysayd

brethren we are sending you out to the conferences of this
church we send you forth to teach and not to be taught then
he said you go out and prepare the people for the second
coming of jesus christ we sat there with chills just
going up and down our spines when we heard the prophet say
this we knew that this was the purpose of the correlation
program to lift the church to lift it bodily to give every
priesthood man a place in the kingdom of god

having made the above explanation he made further reference to the

correlation program and its importance today

we talk about the city of enoch but do you know the
reason why the city of enoch was translated it was because
they had the correlation program of the priesthood we

read of the story of enoch and we think isnt it marvelous
that that great city was taken up out of the wickedness of
this world but brethren and sisterssis theterss correlation
program of this church will do exactly the sainesame for you with
the coming of jesus christ and will take you out of this world
and the wicked will be destroyed that is exactly what the
correlation program is designed to do 12

there seems to be a significance connected with the signs of

the times plus the introductionreintroductionre of the correlation program plus the

llpaullipaulkipaul F royal every man in his place unpublished talk
delivered at brigham young university january 3 1965 copy in the
files of the author
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one of the major responsibilities of the church is to send its

members into theviletile world to testify to the people about the restoration

3josephajoseph3 yieldingJosephjoserh smithsmithy letlefc the spirit of oneness prevail
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statement of president joseph fielding smith as he closed the general

conference in october of 1971

president harold B lee is a spiritual glantgiant with faithfaitfaltfalthh like
that of enoch he has the spirit of revelation and magnifies
his calling as a prophet seer and revelator

president N eldon tanner is also one of the noble and
great ones who was prepared from eternity to render the important
service he is now performing in thisrthier the lords churchchurchy he
is a man of surpassing ability and integrity 13

As president smithsinith opened the general conference in april 1972

he directed his remarks to seven different groups of people starting

with the world and going through the membership of the church and

ending with those who hold positions of trust in the church helieife said

in partpartsparttpacts

these are the last days they are days of trouble and
sorrow and desolation they are days when satan dwells in
the hearts of ungodly men when iniquity abounds and when the
signs of the timestinestires are being shown forth

and there is no cure for the ills of the world except the
gospel of jesus christ our hope for peace for temporal
and spiritual prosperity and for an eventual inheritance in
the kingdom of godcod is found only in and through the restored
gospel 4

it would seem from the foregoing quotations that there is an

urgent need totc correlate all agencies of the church in order to prepare

the people to be ready for the second coming of jesus christ

troubietrouble
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of the gospel of jesus christ in its fullness upon the earth the

success of those efforts is very evident today when one looks at the

tremendous growth of the church

church membership has increased 94 percent in the past twelve

years 1960721960 growth72 rate in the united states has been 50 percent

while the growth rate outside the united states is up to 250 percent

for the twelve year period south america is setting the pace with

1100 percent followed by central america with 948 percent and asia

with 751 percent 15

when one considers the challenge to train andemd build leadership

for that group of people taken from a world influence where the

morals and ideals of the people seem to be the exact opposite of the

gospel of jesus christ it is astounding that the activity statistics
are as good as they are it is indeed difficult to train new leader-

ship and implement all of the programs fast enough to keep up with

that growth

along with the challenge of fellowshippingfellow andshipping training this

large number of new church members there comes the challenge also

of finding those who are not completely converted the gospel net

gathers of every kind therefore there are in the church some whose

philosophies are false and who foist their own ideas and teachings upon

unwary members of the church as being of christ president david 0

mckay warned against themthen when he said

the church is little if at all injured by persecution and
calamities from ignorant misinformed or malicious enemies A

15 church news july 1 1972 p 315church
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greater hindrance to its progress comes from faultfindersfault
shirkershirkersshirkerspshir

finders
commandmentkers breakers and apostate cliques within

its own ecclesiastical and quorum groups 16

also there is a group of people in the church who havehavethaver for one

reason or another become inactive president harold B lee in

september 1971 discussed the challenge this group presents to the

leadership of the church he saidsaidosaldsaldesaide

there are more than a half million men who are inactive holders
of the aaronic or melchizedek priesthood unordained adult male
members of the church and nonnonmembermerber husbands of member wives
these fathers if multiplied by the average size family
theoretically constitute nearly two million membersembersnt of the
church who have not yet been to the temple and thus are not
enjoying the full blessings of the gospel of jesus christ i

an indication of that is shown in sone priesthood statistics

for the year 1940 average melchizedek priesthood attendance at priesth-

ood meetings toodstood at 31 percent 1950 not available 1960 56 percent

and 1970 52 percent for aaronic priesthood 1940 showed 33 percent

1950 45 percent 1960 56 percent and 1970 stood at 52 percent most

of these figures are averages of averages not averages of the raw

figures so they are not entirely accurate but they do indicate a

trend 18

there is yet another area that will no doubt figure into the

success or failure of the correlation program A has been shown there

idavid16davidcdavid 0 mckay unity of purpose important to the accomplish-
ment of gods work the improvement irajraara LXX december 1967 p 35
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has been a decided shift in church programs as the general authorities

have changed procedures and emphasis the one area that has not

received much emphasis is the doctrinal part of the program that

is stress on the doctrine that the patriarchal order is the celestial

family of jesus christ in which the faithful after being made sons

and daughters of christ are made fathers and mothers spiritually

under the master and other great patriarchs

dr andrus further stated that the melchizedek priesthood must

implement the following programs I11 the family education programpro

2

gramp

the welfare program 3 the missionary program and 4 the

genealogy program 2 the several quorums and offices of the priesth-

ood within the church and the auxiliary organization are designed

1 to bring people to christ as his sons and daughters in
eternal life

2 to sanctify them in this celestial family relationship
3 to organize them into a divine patriarchal order where

men are made fathers and women mothers spiritually and
physically over their children and

4 to place the seals of the priesthood upon this eternal
family order 2

until that is done there is a danger that people will not

follow the program or if they do so it will be only a perfunctory

effort 22

19byu19gyy tenth stake priesthood correlation handbook 1970
provoprove utah p 18a this section written by dr hyrum L andrus
copy in filesilesflieslieslles of the author

ibid ibid
22see appendix D for the type of organization that grew as

the auxiliaries assumed more and more priesthood responsibilities
then note appendix E for the type of organization that should function
under a patriarchal order type of program
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chapter 7

SUMMARY AND conclusion

beginning with the prophet joseph smith through whom latter
day saints believe the lord restored the fullness of the gospel of

jesus christ each president of the church has workedwozked toward the final

establishment of the kingdom of god on earth by trying to get the

priesthood to be aware of their responsibilities obligations and

blessings and to function withvith diligence within their stewardshipssteward

to

ships

this end the prophets have tried to correlate the efforts of all
church agencies however the correlation program has not been

entirely successful evidence indicates that there were several

reasons for the lack of success among them are 1 some local

leaders failed to understand the program 2 some leaders were

reluctant to change an established systemsy 3stemsten all members of the church

did not live like saints 4 rapid church growth made it difficult
to train and fellowship the new members as they came from varied

cultures and nations 5 some new members entertained doctrines and

philosophies foreign to the gospel of jesus christ 6 a large group

of inactive priesthood holders along with their families were not

getting the full church program 7 and the doctrinal aspects of the

patriarchal lorderorderborder of priesthood had not been sufficiently stressed or

understood

in the 1960s president david 0 mckay beganintensive effort
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to correlate the agencies of the church likelilt somesomen of the prophets

before him he called meetings appointed committees divided

responsibilities and checked curriculum that attempt was well

organized the leaders were better trained and the general membe-

rship

tn

of

ember

the church seemed to accept the programs more readily than at

any earlier time during this century testimonies of general

authorities and others indicate that those involved in the correlation

program general authorities general auxiliary boards chairmen of

committees committee members stake leaders ward officers priesth-

ood holders and even lay members seemed to catch the vision to a

greater degree of how the lords program should workworlvork however as one

might expect of any program involving over three million people

scattered throughout the world with varied languages cultures and

experiencesfullexperiencespfullexperiences adaptionfull of the correlation program has not been

achieved nevertheless the success that has been achieved the

statements of thetlletite prophets and other leaders concerning church

correlation and the urgency that many feel when they become involved

in the program suggest that priesthood welfare priesthood genealogy

priesthoodprietthood missionary and priesthood home education will continue to

be emphasized as a means of establishing the saints in the full

program of the restored gospel
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