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in the process of changlchangingchandl the doctrine concerningconcerninaconcertina the priesthood and

the negro

president mckays statement on his not seeing any change in the

near future was used to reflect the conservative nature ofoll011oil the church

leadership and joseph fielding smith then the president of the quorum

of the twelve was pictured as the probable successor to president mckay

and an even more conservative leader as far as the priesthood doctrine

was concerned

the first presidency issued a statement first to the church

leaders in december 1969 and then to the public in january 1970 re-

affirming the churchs position on the negro question As reported in

newsweek the declaration stated that the churchs doctrine had not

changed and attempted to establishreestablishre that the doctrine was from god and

19not from man

internal conflict

the voice of dissent was a popular theme in the 1960s and

within the LDS church any voice of disagreement received amplification

in the periodicals look published the first dissent article written
20by a young latterdaylatter saintday questioning the churchs negro doctrine

the article carried cover billing and was one of the main topics of

the magazines advertising campaign for that particular issue

the mood of the article gave the impression that only the leaders

of the church understood the teachings concerning the blacks

third degree newsweek lal june 17 1963 p 60
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and that the lay member was actually led astray by what the church

practiced compared to what it taught its members A major topic of

the story was an article written by president joseph fielding smith

in the deseret news july 14 1962 president smiths article was

intended to clarify the churchs civil rights feelings toward the

negroid people but in the look article it was made to appear as a

coverature for deep racial prejudice

only two latterdaylatter saintsday other than the look articles authorauthol

were identified by name in the stories as being opposed to the negro

priesthood question A political science professor at the university

of utah was quoted most often and contemplated the church doctrine would

21be changed through revelation within his lifetime another mormon

quoted was the interior secretary stewart udall who described himself

as deeply troubled by the issue and compared the church policy to
22citizenship without the right to hold public office

some authors attempted to convey the impression that governor

romney was also opposed to the doctrine but was too devout to express

himself his record in civil rights in michigan was cited in an effort

to show that he was not personally a racist and therefore he must be

23
opposed to his churchs stand

one article identified as a book review of mormon i sm and the

negro ended up to be the authors disclosure of LDS inner conflict

time loc cit october 18 1963 see also prosperity &

protest T ime LXXXIX april 14 1967 p 104

time loc cit april 14 1967

23time loc cit march 2 1962 see also time loc cit
october 18 1963 see also mormonscormonsarmonsMor andmons the negro newsweek LXIXLXTX

march 6 1967 p 80
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0
and his ideas on the historical evolution of the negro policy

since the writer was a native of utah the impression conveyed was that

he was an expert on mormonscormonsMor theremons was little said about the book

under review the main topic was why the book was written the logical

answer according to the journalist was to curb internal problems with-

in the church since the book was mainly an explanation of church

doctrine and written for LDS readers the assumption was that dissent

was mounting within the church

the one assumption of internal strife that struck hardest at

the church and was probably more inaccurate than any other was the

inference that there was disagreement within the churchchurchs governing

body the same spectrum as a political body was applied to the church

leaders and it was implied that the apostles fell into three categories

conservative led by president mckay liberal no specific people iden
25liftedti andfiedfled moderates since in many organizations these three

groupings occur it was assumed these groups would be found withinwichin the

general authorities few latterdaylatter saintsday would deny these groups exist

within the church but even fewer would allude to strife within the

first presidency and council of twelve

sportsports s illustratedsillus tra feds article on the Y basketball team showed

a different type of internal conflict nonmormonnon playersmormon were inter-

viewed regarding the feelings they held concerning the protests against

the basketball team all the comments were slanted to reflect that

there was dissent within the school at least from these students

lormonmormon writ and modern ethics nation CXCVI april 16 1963
ppap 2912922912920291 2922920
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coach stan wettstwatts1wattst commentsintentscom were edited to the point that the coach
0 f

sounded in disagreement with the church

LDS church and civil rights

NAACP leaders in utah declared that the lack of state civil

rights laws open housing statutes and other discriminationantidiscriminationanti legis-

lation was the fault of the mormon church dr palmer ross a salt lakslake

negro minister said the church is the state here and the state is the
27church and most of utahs 5000 negroes agree

since the LDS church was slow in the negros opinion in de-

nouncing segregation negro leaders in salt lake city threatened to

picket the october conference in 1963 unless some statement was made by

the church concerning equality the statement came from hugh B brown

who insisted that there was no belief doctrine or practice in the church

that denied the full civil rights to any person regardless of race creed
28or color

negro leaders in utah seemed to be satisfied by the church

leaders statement but not so with black leaders outside the beehive

state late in the 1960s the cry of racial discrimination was leveled

against the church operated school brigham young university black

student leaders led protest marches rallies and distributed literature

against BYU one large western university stanford severed relations

with the Y 11 the fact that BYU did not have black members on its ath-

letic teams was referred t6ta and used as a basis for charges of segregation

r

sports illustrated loctoc cit

newsweeknsjleejk loc cit march 6 1967

time loc cibocitcitociba october 18 1963
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Y administrators and coaches countered with statements that the

school sought colored athletes but the lack of black familiesmillesmiliesfa in utah

county and black coeds at the institution hampered recruiting an

appealappea1appear was made to the protesters to consider the fact that the Y met

all requirements of the civil rights act and had one of the largest

indian enrollments of any college however this reply was to no avail

for the cries of bigot racist and segregationalists continued to be

poured upon the churchownedchurch schoolowned

LDS church members attitude
toward the negro

individual members of the LDS church were pictured in articles

dealing with the churchnegrochurch problemnegro as being in categories of ignor-

ance embarrassment bewilderment and active dissent in regards to

church policy on the priesthood and the colored people

since the first company of mormon pioneers to enter the salt

lake valley included three negroes the members of the church hoped to

show there was no racial prejudice the negro had been a part of utah

history since 1847 although the colored population had never been large

some articles admitted that although the church was accused of

prejudice there were some negroid members but it was also noted that

the mormons do not send their missionaries to the black population

areas the only exception to this was the mission to nigeria of one

LDS representative to investigate the establishment of the church among

seven thousand nigerian blacks the nigerian nativnatives had already set up

their own branch of the LDS church through reading literature provided
29

by the church of christ missionaries and the LDS church

TJ loc cit june 18 1965
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the charges of ignorance against individuals within the church

was in two categories one formforinfor ofin ignorance was caused by the church

the other by a lack of understanding of the seriousness of the problem

the ignorance of church members concerning church doctrine was colored

by the impression that the church itself taught the members one thing while

the public doctrine was different the look magazine article written
30by a church member gave this impression another form of ignorance

was reflected by the articles concerning BYU since san jose states
football players in a game at provo in 1969 wore black armbandsawnann inbands

protest of racial policies of the mormon church and the school about

twohundredtwo Yhundred students wore red armbands in a countermovement to pro-

test san joses lack of indian students just as a joke the dean of

students at brigham young was concerned about the incident and said

im concerned about how naive our kids are many saw the armbands as

merely a continuation of the interschool rivalries of their high school
11

days

the embarrassment and actively dissenting members of the church

were pictured as the liberal element that felt the churchs doctrine

was unfair reference has already been made to this category in the

section on internal conflict

the largest category of members of the church were pictured as

bewildered since most members had never looked upon themselves as

racists or bigots they couldnt understand why the church should be

labeled as such most members were shownshovan as being nonprejudicenon andprejudice

30look loc cit
0 i

neiswenessweNewsweek e loc cit december 1 1969
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even as patheticsympatheticsynsyr to dhethe negro the doctrine of denial of the priest-

hood was just temporary withholding of blessings in the minds of the

average members since it was taught by the church that negroes would

eventually have the opportunity for all the blessings of the church the

two highest leaders in the church were quoted as to their belief that
32neither they nor the church were prejudiced toward the negro governor

romneyromneys civil rights record in michigan was shown to reflect his lack

of prejudice it was also noted concerning romney that his percentage

of negro vote increased every election

the beneralgeneralaeneral feeling conveyed to the public was that the individuals

within the mormon church were not prejudiced but the church was being

able to separate the two became the problem

solution to thetae roj em

while most articles referred to revelation as being a teaching

of the LDS church there was always a little twist on solving the problem

of the negro and the priesthood two possible solutions were offered to

cause the revelation to happen the most common solution was to parallel

the problem the church was now having with the polygamy situation of 1890

it was observed that in the late 1800s the church had difficulties with

the US government over the practice of polygamy but after legislation

was passed curbing the practice of plural marriage a revelation was soon

received to stop multiple marriages within the church nothing was me-

ntioned about the church property being taken over by the government or the

fact that the leaders were being harassed by court action and iniu some

32 tim e loc ciccitcite april 14 1967 see also look1001 loc cit
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casecases imprisonment the fact thatbathatt the church was told by residentpresidentesidentpt wil-

ford woodruff of the circumstances of receiving the revelation bringing

plural marriage to an end was not discussed the allusion was always to

the theory that legislation brought the change since polygamy camecarrecarne to

an end in this way the negro denial of the priesthood would logically

come to an end in the same style that being outside pressure legisla
33tion and public opinion causing a revelation

the second solution was internal rather than an external pressure

forcing a revelation when the liberals in the church finally re-

ceived enough authority the change would come it was even suggested

that after the men now directing the church passed on a new generation

with new thoughts would arise and bring the problem to a speedy conclu
34sion according to time the nigerian branch of the church had

solved the problem in a different way dick obat the nigerian black

leader hadnt waited for a revelation and had established himself as
35leader of the church in the african country

favorable side comments about
the church

although the problem concerning the negro and the priesthood

pictured the church as the villian there were bright sides to the

articles too individuals standards of church members the church

itself and of course governor romney received some plauditsplauditepl

time

audits

loc cit march 2 1962 see also time october 18
1963 see also time april 14 1967 see also normonscormonsNor andmons the mark
of cain time XCV january 19 1970 p 46 see also newsweek loc
cit march 6 1967

34
time loc cit october 18 1963 see also sports illus-

trated loc cit see also lo10ok loc cit see also natiojinatioNatinatlo

T 7 l1 S

d

legi1 slasia

33tme

1

look n

35time



identifidentic led

22

mormons were identified as being almost ideal citizens since

church members were wholesomellwholes6 industriousindustriou and thrifty devoted to
Q

sound welfare and higher education the church operated school BYU

was praised for its standards and patriotism and was pictured as an

ideal campus setting

the prosperity of church missionary work and financial solvency

were assets to the church itself the success of bringing over 100000

new members into the church was noted the financial holding of the

LDS church were observed as ranging from a salt lake city department

store to a huge cattle ranch in florida and the income ofcf the church
37

was estimated at one million dollars a day

george romney was shown to be a devout latterdaylatter saintday whose

record as governor of michigan was remarkable romney was pictured as

being fair to allaliail people and definitely not prejudiced to the negrcnegronegra

the stories concerning the governor admitted his biggest political lia-

bility was membership in the LDS church

conclusion

this section of mormon history in the decade was usually a neg-

ative reflection on the church with few positive features the church

doctrine was attacked but members of the church were basically left un-

tarnished in the articles since the stories were mainly written by non

mormonscormonsMor somemons false impressions of the church were made and the disb-
elief of the writers concerning revelation was easily observed

time loc cit october 18 1963

time loc cit april 14 1967
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civil rights and the candidacy of george romney for president

were the main catalysts for the articles since equality was such a big

issue in the 60s601s mormonism had to face the question of whether or not

the church had prejudice doctrine also a potential president had to

be examined from all sides and governor romneys poorest image was his

membership in the church

however the bright sides were also there to be observed the

individuals were pictured as good citizens wholesome and devout it
also had to be mentioned the church was a success and growing constantly

the public image of the church was tarnished by these articles

but not destroyed beyond hope for more understanding in the future

4

gos
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chapter 3

PROMINENT LDS personalities

during the decade commencing in 1961 two presidential elections

cabinet member appointments and state political campaigns were covered

in the news media at the same timetintetinie baseball footballfoott golfballbail and box-

ing were attracting millions of fans athletes and politicians received

their share of publicity in national periodical articles A number of

the individuals connected with these two vocations were members of the

church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday this study will endeavor

to determine what effect membership in the church is reflected in stories

about these prominent people

ATHLETES

the american culture in recent years has been a relaxed recredecre

atlon minded society through the media of television millions observed

various sporting events on the weekends hours of sports broadcasting

took place while during the week events of major importance were also

viewed by the sportsmindedsports publicminded this awareness of athletics made the

athlete a prominent person the desire of people to know more about

their sports heros as well as the need to publish the news made good

material for magazine articles

billy caspercaslier

it was estimated in 1970 ten million people in the united states

24

B lixily

i
1 n



lgaryalgary

3ibidbibid

25

were playing golf with this many participants plus the millions whohalo

had played or who hoped yet to play the individual who mastered the gaine

and won on the pro tour became familiarnillarfaf& to millions of fans such a per-

son was william earl casper jr better known as billy casper a million

dollar winner in golf

billy casper joined the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day

january 1 1966 when hack miller sports editor of the deseret
9

news baptized the casper familynily the fact that billy was baptized on

this particular date is convenient for this study since it is the half-

way point in the decade and affords five years of observation on art-

icles on the golfer as a nonmormonnon andmormon an equal amount of time to review

the articles after his baptisinbaptism

the caspers had become interested in the LDS church when billy

and his wife shirley had gone to salt lake city for an exhibition

while in the utah capital they had met a number of mormons and as

shirley said e noticed there was something special about them they
3

had fellowship without having to have a blast ft eventually mormon mi-
ssionaries were invited into the casper home and the family was converted

billy casper had been a congregationalist before his conversion

to mormonism but the only mention of his former religion in any article

is made while referring to his present faith he had also had a weight

problem and the article in time concerning his winning the 1966 U S

open mentions both his religion and his weight in comparison then and

gary wiren golf englewood cliffs prentice hall 1961 p 3

happiness is a hippo steak ft sports illustrated XXLV february
7 19561966 ppap 222622

bid

26

2 5

aaanetne

fc

ne
m is

2happiness

sionaries

mily



athe4the

5paulapaul

congregatcongregate li on

alist

26

nownov william earl casper jr 35 used to be a fat sick congregation-

al ist who won a lot of money playing golf he is now a slim healthy
4mormon nothing else has changed

billy had always been a winning golfer never earning below

18000181000 during any single year since 1955 during the years 1961 through

1965 his earnings ranged from a low of 32726.193272619 in 1963 to a high of

99931.909993190 in 1965 but during this period of time only two magazine

articles appeared concerning him and they discussed the golfer rather

than the man

it would be impossible to say that billy casper became a subject

of more stories because he joined the church but it may have helped

his religion his winning around 700000 in the last five years of the

decade and his exotic diet all aided in making him an even more prom-

inent figure

billy casper was anything but the ideal looking golfer in the

early 1960 he weighed 225 pounds and was sick most of the time

then in 1964 he went to dr theron randolph a chicago allergist who

said the golfer was allergic to almost everything thus began his fam-

ous diet which received publicity in many of the articlescarcicarti aboutclescies him

since 1966 the stories concerning billy casper have mentioned

his great ability to win money his fantastic diet but most of all

his newfoundnew religionfound since his baptism in 1966 thirteen articles

were written about the golfer more than half of the articles mention

the tenpercentten tournamentpercent time LXXXVIII july 1 1966
p 58

paul D peery billy casper winner englewood cliffs prentice
hallhali 1969 ppap 208211208 211
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the fact that he is a member of the church and many go into detail on

his membership in the LDS faith

the one thing that seemed to fascinate the writers was that

casper would pay ten per cent of his earnings to the church in an

article called theluheruhe tenpercentten tournamentpercent time mentioned that billy

was going to pay ten per cent of his 25000 purse to the mormon church

while arnold palmer who casper beat in a playoff said ten per cent of

his second place winnings would go to his business manager

A logical question that arises is why was billy caspercaspers reli-

gion mentioned so often while other more popular golfers such as arnold

palmer and jack nicklaus seldom if ever have religion noted in articles

about them the answer could be that casper has become as described in

the new york times magazine an enthusiastic missionary for his new

found faith he appears to want people to identify him as a mormon and

even says that golf is no longer the most important thing in his life

all of the articles written were not favorable toward the mormon

golfer one story gave the impression the san diego sports millionaire

was something of an ambivalent person the story told of the writer

living with the casper family eating their famous diet fasting and

praying for long hours and not cussingbussingcus orsing using booze coffee tea or

coke the author did admit to slinking off to the bathroom for a long

awaited smoke there was the impression that the family was very strict
and that billy said things which didnt always sound the same as what he

ime loc cit july 1 1966

crazy fatso the putting fool may now be the worlds best
golfer new york
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0
had said before 0

overall the periodical articles concerning billy casper and his

membership in the LDS church were favorable he was pictured as a

changed man in many ways and a person devoted to his family country

and church

gene and don fullmer

two LDS boxers were prominent in the periodicals during the

decade the fullmer brothers gene and don both fought in the middle-

weight class though they never fought each other gene was world

champion until november of 1962 and don was the number one challenger

for the crown from 1966 to 1968

both fighters were identified in articles as being mormonscormonsMor genemons

was described as the broken nosed mormon elder in an article telling
9

about his losing the title to dick tiger another story concerning the

same event describes him as a mormon minkranchermink fromrancher a suburb of

salt lake city who is a doting father and a regular churchgoerchurch goer

although other articles refer to his utah birth and hometownhome theytown do

not identify gene as being a member of the church

during the ten year period covered by this study six articles

appeared concerning gene fullmer two mentioned his membership in the

church one of the articles referred to above left a favorable

ahas8has anybody here seen billy 11 sportss iii111tilillustratedus XXXtraced
july 10 196919169 ppap 242924

clawed

29

by a tiger
new yorker XXXVIII november 10 1962

p 211
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impression that the boxer was not only an athlete but a good family and

church man

with the retirement of gene fullmer after his failure to regain

the middleweight championship in 1963 the boxing for the family was

left to younger brotherbrotheabrethea don don didnt reach the prominence that his

older brother had in the ring but he did have the chance to fightight for

the title
two articles were in print concerning the younger fullmer one

mentioned his membership in the church and the other without telling of

his affiliation was more scriptivediscriptivedescriptivedi at the weighinweigh forin his fight

with italian champ nino benvenuti the utah fighter was laughed at be-

i Q

cause he stripped down to droopy long johns the story that identi-

fied don as a mormon was neither favorable nor unfavorable toward him

because of his membership it seemed peculiar that the champ was un-

doubtedly a catholic but this was never mentioned but the fact that

fullmer was LDSLDSIJ was used to describe the american fighter

harmon killebrew

another recent convert to the LDS faith was harmon killebrew

home run hitter for the minnesota twins killebrewkillebrews wife had been

raised a mormon but it was not until the late 1960s that he joined her

in the church

there were only two articles written about the baseball star

after he joined the church and neither story described him as being LDS

ibid

A jab from the intellectual
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30

this may seem strange until it is understood hahthathatthab the press had always

complained about the sluggersslug reluctancegertsgerls to talk about his private life
he is pictured as being a humble devoted family man who wanted to keep

his family out of the spotlight

although no mention was made of the church all the stories about

mr killebrew were favorable toward him as an individual only spec-

ulation could be used to determine if his wifes membership and influence

and then his own affiliation with the church had anything to do with

this positive coverage

me riiril n 01 sen

to any faithful pro football fan when defense was mentioned in

the late 1960 thoughts turned to the los angeles rams front four the

blond giant calling the defensive rush signals for the group was merlin

olsen a graduate of utah state and raised in the mormon faith

during the decade under consideration many articles appeared

describing the ram defensedef andensen identifying the individuals who composed

it but only one article was completely devoted to olsen merlins

family was identified as being pioneers in the cache valley and staunchly

mormon or LDS as merlin corrected the huge tackle was described as

being a fierce competitor and a very amiable person the article was

very favorable to merlin and showed that he was an intelligent football
13player working on a masters degree and well informedinform in business affairs

the author attempted to locate articles on other prominent LDS

athletes but he could not find any during the decade under study such

1
the game without the ballbail

merlin olsenoisen
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prominent athletes as vern law and jay sylvester were left untouched by

this study as no articles concerning them as individuals were7n availablere

sutimary

athletesathletes1 lives seem to be open for public viewing and being a

member of the mormon church did not appear to have an adverse effect in

articles written about LDS athletes billy casper would have to be

classed as the most prominent latterdaylatter saintday sports figure during the

decade both in number of articles about him and in identifying him as

a member of the church all of the men covered by this study seemed to

be well liked and the general impression left by the articles was fav-

orable towards the men and their religion

politicians

american political figures have always been in the national spo-

tlight the lives of these men become public knowledge through the mass

media of television radio and periodicals since any person nominated

for a cabinet position in the united states must be accepted by congress

their personal lives are investigated and reported to the public through

the media during the decade beginning in 1961 three members of the

church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintssainesday were members of presidential

cabinets one of these was considered as a prime prospect for the no-
mination for president on the republican ticket this section will endeavor

to ascertain what was said about their membership in the church and also

what was saidsaldsa idld about them as individuals

stewart L udall

one of the earliest and widely praised cabinet nominations of

C
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president john F kennedy was that of representative stewart L udall of

arizona to be secretary of the interior mr udall was confirmed by

the senate without opposition and for the next eight years 196119681961

served

1968

in this position under both presidents kennedy and johnson

udall had served as a US representative for the second arizona

district for three terms since 1955 his untirinountiring work in getting the

arizona democratic delegates to cast their nominating votes for john

kennedy was felt to be one of the factors in his being named to the cab-

inet

david king udall grandfather to stewart had helped found st

johns arizona the udall family were staunch mormons and settled the

area at the request of church leaders stewarts father had been a

justice of the supreme court of arizona for thirteen years and it is

said that the udall fanily held noremore public offices in the state than

any other family

to say that secretary udall was a controversial cabinet member

would be putting it mildly within months of being installed in his

position the national press was assailing him for using his office to

wield political power A friend of udallsudalllUd Jallsatis K evans had sent a

fund raising letter to oil and gas representatives and lobbyists saying

that stewartstewar4stevartsteward hadt requested Lhim to sell his quota of jefferson jackson

day dinner tickets at 100 a plate when this reached the press they

circulated the tactics the secretary was using in getting his tickets sold

udall denied any knowledge of evans activities but as representative

udall stewart L 1 current biography mayilay 1961 ppap 464-
466
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I1likeikeilke a bum another time he and his traveling party were ordered off
19

reporterre2orter XXIV may 25 1961 p 12
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earl wilson of indiana said whilewhite eisenhowerElseneisen hadhowerhover u2U kennedy2 had

udallU
16dall

the interior secretary was also criticisedcriticized for his calling con-

gressmen and telling them how to vote his statements on cuba made on

national television and his active moves to create new national parks

twice he was expelled from private property one weekend he walked into

an inn near washington and was kicked out by the female owner for looking
1 R

a kansas ranch that was the proposed site of a national park

at the end of his administration in the cabinet he left a

legacy that was felt untouchable six new national seashores four

national monuments five national recreation areas the first national

system of wild and scenic rivers and the firstirstarst national trail had been

20added to the interior department during his time in office it was

admitted that mr udall had been a very active secretary

concerning his membership in the church a number of articles

mentioned his mormon forebearersfore hebearers wastwaawasvast a descendant of john D lee

and jacob hamblin on his mothermothers side and as mentioned previously

his fathers people had settled the arizona area as a call from the

church he was raised in the LDS faith but didnt adhere to the

who needs enemies newsweek LVII may 15 1961 ppap 303130

A
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time LXXVIII december 15 1961 p 19
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kennedy davi d M

worvor id

cac3

teimltoiml daviddavi kennedy had risen to be chair-

man of the board of the eighth largest bank in the world the bank

under his leadership had gone after business lending and overseas expan-

sion in introducing his cabinet president nixon said of david I1

found that in this period when we have an international monetary crisis
23

bankers all over the world held him in high esteem

davidmdavida biographybiopraphy

34

teachings of the church as stated in an article on his personal life

the mission which took him to pennsylvania and upstate new york did not

strengthen udallsudalll faith he has remained in the church but he has not
21

followed all its strict precepts udall described himself as deeply

troubled by the negro issue in the church and compared the church policy
22

to citizenship without the right to hold public office

stewart udall was shown as being hard working conservation minded

untactful and not in harmony with his faith in articles concerning him

nineteen articles were written about him during the period and onlyoftly three

mentioned his membership in the church and two of these emphasized his

ancestorsancestors1 rather than his own involvement in the faith

david M kennedy

when president richard nixon announced his nominations for the

cabinet the list included two latterdaylatter saintsday governor george rom-

ney of michigan and chicago banker david M kennedy kennedy had

been nominated for the post of secretary of the treasury

bombornbob in a small utah towntoun

21 secretary of things in generalgenerall saturday evening post
CCXXXIV may 20 1961 p 80
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23 11 current bi op raphy june 1969 ppap 234-
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communicommini cat ionslons

goedlgoldl 0ops5 11 newelnewsweekNew XXIILKXIIej december 30 1968
p 40
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kennedy had served in public life before he was an assistant

to then secretaryofsecretary of the treasury george M humphreyhunphreyhunhum inphreyaphrey 1962 he was

one of thirteen men appointed to set up a private corporation to omownonn and

operate the united states share of a global satellite co rcnunications

system and two years later was elected to the permanent board of direc-

tors of the corporation march 1967 found kennedy as chairman of a fif-
teen member commission organized to study ways to improve the federal

budget drafting methods he was also involved in urban affairs in

chicago

one noticeable feature of david kennedys willingness to serve

was that in accepting the cabinet post at a salary of 35000 a year he

24
had to take a salary cut of 198750

it took stewart udall a couple of months to become controversial

but david kennedy accomplished this evenovca beforebe assumingassuringassumforeeore his new post

at a press conference called to interview and introducettroduce the new cabinet

nominees in december 1968 kennedy sent financiers into a panic by not

saying that the nixon administration would hold the price on gold he

was noncommitalnoncommittalnoncom onmital the subject and this caused a rush on the gold market

within days a nixon spokesman said they were not going to change the

gold standard the members of the cabinet had been informed before the

conference not to make any statements of policy since they had not yet

been installed when kennedy followed the instructions the trouble be-

gan his non commitalcompital attitude was seen by some to meanrean there would be a

25change
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in april 1969 following the installation of the new cabinet

kennedy again received criticism this time from a member of congress

representative wright patman chairman of the house bankingbalbai andakingiking currency

committee accused the secretary of a possible conflict of interest
patman felt that kennedy had not entirely severed his relations with

continental illinois national bank ac&c& trust of chicago andaridalidarld because of

that the treasury man could not be objective in matters concerning one

bank holding companies legailegallewal counsel for the treasury replied that

kennedy had cut off all financial relationship with the bank but the

representative was not satisfied and said he would look into the matter
26

further but as time went on nothing happened

concerning his membership in the church kennedy was identified

as being deeply religious and having served his church as a bishop and

counselorcovais inelor the chicago stake presidencypresidencpresidence he wagwas alsoaiso identified1dcnt1 asied a

ianman who didnt smoke or drink he was described as being decent very

honest and saying what he thought

kennedys image in the periodicals could best be typified by a

description of him appearing in time while even his critics applaud

kennedys innate decency and amiability his gaffes have deprived him and

27his office of political weight in the cabinet and before congress 11

ge orge romney

by far the best known mormon in americatericaAn during the decade was

george romneyRoinroln inney 1961 he was president of american motors and an oft

9
dog bites man

T nne LCIV october 17 1969
p 98
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newsweek LXXIIILXXITI may 12 19691960 p 90
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mentioned prospective candidate for governor of michiganMich fromiyanitan 1962 until

1968 he was governor of his state and one of the leading contendersconccont forendors

the republican nomination for the presidency in 1969 he took over as

president nixons cabinet secretary in housing and urban development

romney was often identified as a member of the LDS church both in a fav-

orable and unfavorable way

the scope of this study concerning romney will be twofold first
his role in the last two years of the decade as a cabinet member and

secondly an analysis of dr dennis L lythgoes article concerning
9828george romney in BYU studiesStud

the

iesjes

two previous LDS cabinet members were shown to be contro-

versial people in their positions and romney fit the same pattern after

being named to the cabinet he commenced a programpr toograin promote urban re-

newal but his method of introducing it caused problems the secretary

was invited to speak at a union convention of home builders his address

was a twoprongedtwo jabpronged to the housing men he first said that he believed

the building trade should modernize by getting in the stream of things

and mass producing houses his statement was met with a round of boos

from the union members next he attacked the unions for discrimination

saying that they kept minority groups out ofcf the trades by their practices
29at the end of his speech he had very few friends in the audience

he was recognized in articles about him as a very capable hard

working individual who would get HUD moving if anyone could

28 the 19681963 presidential decline of george romney mormonism or
politics BYU studies XI spring 1971 ppap 219240219
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