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I1 shall
42take a wife and settle down

161

since it is one of those hebraicbiblicisms which were used

by some of joseph smiths contemporaries the authoress

of uncle toms cabin who was born just six years after
joseph smith has one of her characterssay

take to wife is
somewhatmore foreign to english and if we can judge by

mrs stowe was not as easily assimilatedinto the language

for she has the same character in the same paragraphsay

he told me that I1 should take mina for a wife
43n in the old testament the phrase to wife also

occurs with the ideas get a wife for someoneelse and give

as a wife to someone the book of mormon offers such ex-

pressionsas give to wife ether 810 desire to wife

ether 810 and take to wife mosiah 2512 we would

normally express these ideas in english using the verb

to marry or with the prepositionalphrase foras a wife

the preposition to appearsfor the theprepositionpreposition for

in the book of mormon in several instances in addition to

the phrase to wife note the use of to
0

or unto for for

in the following

the lord workethwormeth in many ways to the salva
vation of his people alma 2427

42stowe p 18

43 ibid even this expression however can occasion-
ally be found and is listed in the unabridgedrandom house
dictionary sub voce wife p 1632 the combination to
wife also occurs in both the old testamentand the new testa-
ment of the king james version where it is not required
by the hebrew or greek
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neitheneithergeithe did they receive any unto baptism

I1 will prepare unto my servant gazelemgazeleyGa azelem
stone

162

this will we do unto our brethren that they
may inherit the land jershomgershom T alma 2724

alma 3723

the word of christ which will point to
you a straight course alma 3744

that they might establish a kingdom unto
themselves over all the land alma 4329

they had gathered in preparation t 0
battle alma 477

they began to dig down their banks of earth
that they might obtain a pass to their armies
alma 4922

now they had appointed unto themselves another
leader 3 nephi 4lt

build up unto themselves a kingdom
3 nephi 7 12

and they did still continue to build up churches
unto themselves 4 nephi 141

they shall shine forth unto us in the
vessels ether 34

she thought to devise a plan whereby she
could redeem the kingdom unto her father ether
88

hope makethmabeth an anchor to the souls of
men ether 124

it should be built up again a holy city unto
the lord built up unto the house of israel T

built up unto the remnant of the seed of joseph
ether 135 6

they did obtain the kingdom again unto
their father ether 1324

lib obtained unto himself the kingdom
ether 1410

none were received unto baptism T after that
they had been receivedceived unto baptism moroni 6
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whatsoever thing ye shall ask behold
it shall be done unto you moroni 726

baptism is unto the remission of sins
moroni 811

repentance is unto them that are under
condemnation moroni 824

it is not necessary to try to find precise biblical
parallels to every example above the point is simply that
this usage of to for for could reflect the translation of

a language in which the preposition whose principal meaning

is to may also mean for as is the case with 1 e- in

hebrew

under in placesteadPlac ofeStead
in alma 1318 we are informed that melchizedek

did reign under his father since there is no evidence

either in the bible or the book of mormon that melchizedek

reigned during the life of his father it seems reasonable

to agree with sperry that it is unlikely that what is
meant is that he reigned under the direction of his

44father dr sperry has suggested that this may reflect
a hebraism since in hebrew the preposition used commonly

45for under tahathtabathta mayhath also mean instead of thus the

phrases reigned in his stead in the room of and in-

stead of in the king james version are translations of
46the preposition tahathtabath which usually means under the

sperry IE LVII 703 geseniusseniusGe p 1065logs
46 sperry loc cit cf gen 3633393633 139 kg 51

and 2 kg 1421
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meaning of the book of mormon clause then is that
melchizedek reigned in his fathersfather stead this interpre-

tation gains support from the following verse which shows

that the writer is thinking in terms of a series of kings

now there were many before him and also there were many

47afterwards n

unto according toaftertrafterto
on

After

reading alma 3231 one gets the impresssionimpress thatsion

the author does not remember accurately his scriptures
for it reads n for every seed bringethbri forthngeth unto

its own likeness n now anyone who has read as much as the

first chapter of genesis knows that it should read after
its own likeness take genesis 11112111 for12 example

and god said let the earth bring forth grass
the herb yielding seed and the fruit tree yield-
ing fruit after his kind

and the earth brought forth grass and herb
yielding seed after his kind and the tree yielding
fruit after hisniseisels kind

when the english is checked against the hebrew

however one finds that after in these verses represents
hebrew 1 e- to and hence joseph smiths version follows

more literally the hebrew model

upon against
the hebrew preposition al has as its primary

meaning upon but it also has a large number of secondary

al 1319
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meanings one of these is the idea of direction towards

or against with the meaning against it is used fre-

quently after verbs expressing or implying attack as well
49as other expressions with a hostile sense when the

bible reports that the pharaohwharThar wasaoh wroth against two

of his officers against the chief of the butlers and

against the chief of the bakers the hebrew which has been

translated against is cal upon such is the case

also in deuteronomy 2010 when thou comest nigh unto

a city to fight against it n the following examples

show that upon is used in a hostile sense in the book of

mormon supplanting against

the lamanitesLama begannites to come in upon ieagainst his people upon ie against small num-
bers and the lamanitesLama camenites upon ie against
them and began to exercise their hatred upon
ie against them mosiah 1116171116 17

the law was put in force upon all those who
did transgress it by thus exercising the law
upon them alma 13233132 33

the lamanitesLama shallnites be sent upon ieagainst you alma 918
we were desirous to bring a strategemstratagemstrat intoegem

an effect upon ie against them alma 56305630

the lamanitesLama camenites again upon ie against
the nephitesNep tohites battle mormon 410

the army of coraintumr did press forward
upon ie against lib ether 1412

the use of upon instead of against in these and

48 49geseniusseniusgeleniusGe 7c d p 757 ibid 7d

gen 402

48

so

11

eifct i e

4 10

so
ac ad

1.1



sas3

sas4

sas2

166

other similar descriptions could have resulted from trans-

lating with its principal meaning a preposition generally
meaning upon but secondarily and much less frequently

against as is the case with al in hebrew

upon at
in alma it is reported thattha almatAlmaaima and amuiekamulekamulet were

treated rather poorly by the former disciples of zeezrom

in fact they went as far as to gnash their teeth upon

them and spit upon them what does it mean to gnash

ones teeth upon someone Is there actual biting going

on this rather poetic expression occurs only in job and
52psalms in the old testament referring to his enemy

job complains he gnashethgna uponsheth me barar alai
with his teeth the action described by this expression

is to grindgnashgrind onesgnash teeth against or a t someone the

use of upon in the book of mormon is somewhat misleading

but corresponds perfectly to the hebrew construction

upon at by in close
proximity

hebrew al upon is also used as a preposition to

indicate close proximity in designating localities

siaisial 1421 job 169 Ps 3516 3712
job 169 geseniusseniusGe p 359

cfSS rosenau p 274 bramwell ppap 808180 81
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and or

old testament

ye shall take it out from the sheep or
heb and from the goats exodus 125

and he that cursethburseth his father or heb and
his mother shall surely be put to death exodus
2117

book of mormon

now they had sworn that if their wives and
their children were slain they would seek revenge
and ie or also perish with them mosiah 19
19

but alma with his guards contended with the guards
of the king until he slewslevsiev and ie or drove them
back alma 2 33

and now when coriantumr saw that the nephitesNep
had

hites
fled before them and were slain and ie or

were taken helaman 122
imagining up some vain thing in their hearts

that it was wrought by men and ie or by the power
of the devil 3 nephi 22

and though

old testament

and I1 am this day weak though heb and anointed
king 2 samuelsamue 339

my covenant they brake although heb and
I1 was an husband unto them jeremiah 3132

book of mormon

yet they were diligent and ie although
they found not the land of zarahemlaZarah emla
mosiah 88

the lamanitesLamanites were baptized with fire
and with the holy ghost and ie though they knew
it not 3 nephi 920
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and while

old testament

for in the eighth year of his reign while heb
and he was yet young 2 chronicles 343

book of mormon

encircle the flocks round about that they
flee not and ie while I1 go and contend with these
men alma 1733

and when

old testament

how canstcanet thou say I1 love thee when
heb and thine heart is not with me
judges 1615

book of mormon

they were about to return to the land of
nephi and ie when they met the men of gideon

mosiah 1922
he was about to return out of his presence

and ie when one of the kings servants said unto
him alma 1813

and nor

old testament

five years in the which there shall neither
be earing nor heb and harvest genesis 456

ye shall burn no leaven nor heb and any
honey leviticus 211

book of mormon

there was no contentions and ie nor

eighthyearof

456



I1 desire that this land be a land of liberty
and ie so that every man may enjoy his rights and
privileges alike

I1 go to the land of middonimaddoniMid thatdoni I1 may flatter
the king of the land and ie so that he will cast
thy brethren out of prison

173

disputationsdisputatious among them 4 nephi 12

and so

old testament

therefore the kinsman said unto boaz buy it
for thee so heb and he drew off his shoe ruth
48

so heb and he drove out the man genesis
324

book of mormon

and the king commanded them that they should not
return and ie so they were angry with the king

mosiah 1920

the sons of jaredjaredy even all save it were
one refused to be king and ie so orihahorphah he
was anointed to be king over the people
ether 627

andond so that

old testament

the lord took off their chariot wheels
that they drave them heavily so that heb and
the egyptians said let us flee exodus 1425

their substance was great so that heb and
they could not dwell together genesis 136

book of mormon

mosiah 2932

alma 204
nephi must have agreed with some one to slay

the judge and ie so that then he might declare it

of f
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unto us helaman 916
there was no wild beasts in those

lands which had been deserted by the nephitesNep andhites
ie so that there was no game for the robbers
3 nephi 42

and which

old testament

and he sent forth a raven which heb and it
went forth to and fro genesis 87

and the lord turned a mighty strong west wind
which heb and it took away the locusts

exodus 1019

book of mormon

they shall leave a record behind them and
I1 will preserve them ie which I1 shall preserve for
other nations mosiah 128

and they brought a record with them and they
were ie which was engravengravenengraveden on plates of ore

he established laws and they ie which
were acknowledged by the people therefore

alma 11
they are a branch of the tree of israelisraels

and ie which hath been lost alma 2636
an epistle of my father mormon written to me

moroni and it ie which was written unto me soon
after my calling to the ministry moroni 81

and who

old testament

how then shall pharaoh hear me who heb
and am of uncircumcised lips exodus 612

even by the god of thy father who heb and he
shall help thee genesis 4925
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book of mormon

but there was one among them whose name was
alma and he ie who was a young man
mosiah 172

there arose an amulekite and ie who
began to contend with him alma 215

there was certain men passing by and ie
who saw nephi helaman 711

there arose another mighty man and he
ie who was a descendant of the brother of jared

ether 1117

and whose

old testament

she had a handmaid an egyptian whose heb
and her name was hagar genesis 161

and there was a man in maon whose heb and
his possessions were in carmel 1 samuel
252

book of mormon

a people who delighted in murdering
robbing and plundering them the nephitesNep andhites their
ie whose hearts were set upon riches
alma 1714

and now the lamanitesLama hadnites a king and his ie
whose name was aaron mormon 29

the typically hebraic construction of the last
example is repeated several times in the book of mormon

cf reynolds sub voce name
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CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY AND conclusions

in 1909 thomas W brookbank began publishing ar-

ticles in which he compared the english of the book of

mormon with hebrew verbal and syntactical usage E cecil
mcgavin arch S reynolds sidney B sperry hugh W nibley
john W welch and john A tvedtnes have contributed some

additional observations the most recent extensive treat-
ment of this subject is E craig bramwellsBram studywells of hebrew

idiomsidiom in the portion of the book of mormon known as the

small plates of nephi 11 it has been the purpose of this
thesis to supplement bramwelsbramwellsbramwellBramdram studywelswellsvelsveisveilsvelis by treating in detail
possible lexical hebraisms occurring in the remaining por-

tion of the book of mormon the words of mormon moroni

A preliminary survey of sermons and fiction written
in the early nineteenth century seemed to indicate that
the book of mormon contained a significantly larger number

of lexical items which could be attributed to hebraic influ-
ence on the wording of the text than did the writing of

joseph smiths contemporaries to justify a detailed study

limited to lexicography this impression was born out by a

comparison of 68500 words of text taken from lectures of

alexander campbell with an equivalently extensive portion
of the book of mormon chosen at random in which it was found

176
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that in the book of mormon the number of different items

appearing hebraic in nature was approximately five times

that in campbells writings and the total number of occur-

rences of such items was over fourteen times as great

in this study it was found that in the portion

studied some sixty nouns occurred with connotations foreign

to or very unusual in english however they would be

quite common or acceptable in hebrew in a similar way

over thirty verbs were used with typically hebraic conn-

otations while the rest of the parts of speech contributed
an additional thirty examples of possible hebraisms

this accumulation of over one hundred twenty po-
ssible lexical hebraisms would seem to have some special

significance especially when one takes into account the

fact that although some examples occur only once or twice

many occur several times if not frequently throughout the

book as would be the case if they were an active element

of the authors vocabulary one would not expect this to

be the case for an author with joseph smiths educational

background

other works produced by joseph smith as scriptural
writings however also contain some of the items which

have been presented in this thesis as possible hebraisms

since the wording of these works which were produced after
the book of mormon could have been influenced by book of

mormon terminology this may not be too surprising only

section two of the doctrine and covenants consisting of

f ivelve

tat ions
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three short verses was received before june of 1828 by

which time joseph smith had already dictated 116 pages of

book of mormon material and would consequently have be-

come well acquainted with the writing style and terminology

of the nephite record

although one would not expect joseph smith to have

been able under normal circumstances to reproduce biblical
phrases and verbal usage extensively studies made by ellis
T rasmussen and loislotslols jean smutz dealing with textual
parallels between the revelations of the doctrine and coven-

ants and the king james version of the bible have shown a

great deal of influence of the latter on the wording of

the former smutz found that over half the verses she

studied contained at least two phrases which paralleled
the king james version either in vocabulary syntax mean-

ings or concept

this demonstrates that when joseph smith was in that
particular mental state associated with receiving revela-

tions he had an unusual ability to recall biblical material

if he was in a similar condition while dictating the book

rasmussen ellis T textual parallels to the
doctrine and covenants and book of commandments as found in
the bible unpublished masters thesis brigham young uni-
versity 1951 smutz loislotslols jean textual parallels to the
doctrine and covenants sections 65 to 133 as found in the
bible unpublished masters thesis brigham young universi-
ty 1971

2 smutz p 254 parallels in vocabulary or meanings
denotation connotation were not necessarily hebraic

however

1

2

2smutz
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of mormon he could have recalled biblical terminology

well enough to have incorporated hebraisms as contained

in the king james version into the text of the book of

mormon the parallels between book of mormon verses and

biblical passages listed in appendix A moreover show

that joseph smith did have some facility for recalling

biblical material while dictating the book of mormon

biblical parallels however are not necessarily

hebraic in fact both rasmussen and smutz found that the

doctrine and covenants had been influenced more by the new

testament than the old A study to determine what

hebraisms occur in these biblical parallels might prove

interesting the possibility can not be excluded then

that hebraisms occur in the book of mormon because

joseph smith when under inspiration had an exceptional

ability to recall biblical phrases and terms

another reasonable conclusion would be that since

joseph smith tried at least to some extent to be literal
in his translating the hebraisms occurring in the book of

mormon do so as a consequence of his having translated
literally the nephite text the data presented in this
thesis are not sufficient for one to draw a final conclu-

sion between these two possibilities several lines of

investigation need further consideration

smutz p 254 rasmussen p 343

andovenants
3

3smutz



suggestions for further
researtf

1 A penetrating analysis of possible syntactical
hebraisms in the book of mormon should be made lexical
hebraisms are only part of the picture several rather
impressive examples of syntactical hebraisms have been

noted by various researchers these examples should be

brought together and further examples of unusual syntax in

the book of mormon studied to determine possible hebraic

influence
2 As suggested above a study could be made of

parallels between the king james version and the doctrine
and covenants to see what hebraisms occur in the parallel
materials in considering wherein lies the source of

hebraisms in such a study one should keep in mind that
most revelations were received during or after the trans-

lation of the book of mormon and could be influenced by

book of mormon terminology as well as that of the king

james version in this respect it is interesting to note

that when rasmussen found material in the doctrine and

coveneantsCovene paralleledants by both the king james version and

the book of mormon the book of mormon example sometimes

paralleled that of the doctrine and covenants more closely
than did that of the bible and furthermore there were

cases where parallel sources were found exclusively in the

180
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book of mormon

3 an extensive study of the influence of king

james english and the subsequent occurrence of hebraisms

in the speech and writings of joseph smiths contempo-

raries should be made in order to establish an accurate

control the exploratory comparison made in this thesis
between the book of mormon and alexander campbells writ-
ings must be supplemented with similar studies of the

religious writings of other persons or groups such as

andrew jackson davis of the spiritualists and the shakers

or other groups who might have been inclined to imitate

the king james bible language in their works

4 one additional study which might be fruitful
would be to compare the texts of the chapters and verses

in the book of mormon which are essentially quotations

from the king james version to see if the book of mormon

is more hebraic in those places where they differ for
example bramwell has pointed out that in the 1830 edition
of the book of mormon in II11 nephi 16 isaiah 6 three

times a noun is juxtaposed to the predicate without the

use of the verb to befi which has been supplied by the king

james translators another example is alma 71112711 where12

in reference to isaiah 54345435434 it4 says that the messiah

shall take upon him the pains and the sickness of his

4 5rasmussen p 357 bramwellsbramwell p 43

andthe
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people this corresponds much more nearly to the hebrew

terms used kb pain ache and h 1 h sickness weak-

ness than does the king james versions griefs and sorrows

this thesis is then only one chapter of several
which should be written concerning the language of the

book of mormon herein over one hundred twenty items

have been discussed which could be considered evidence

of hebraic influence on the wording of the book of mormon

if all such items are considered the number increases

to nearly two hundred it seems rather unlikely that
someone with joseph smiths background could have re-

produced such a variety of hebraisms under normal circum-

stances perhaps joseph smith when under the influence

of the holy spirit reproduced hebraisms because he was

able to recall extensively the language of the king james

version the accumulation of possible hebraisms through-

out the book of mormon could however be evidence that
the title page of the book of mormon is not the only part
which is a genuine and literal translation of the original
nephite record

see appendix D

b
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of nephi unpublished mastermasters thesis brigham young
university 1960

rasmussen ellis T textual parallels to the doctrine
and covenants and book of commandments as found in
the bible unpublished masters thesis brigham
young university 1951

richards samuel W statement of experiences with oliver
cowdery salt lake city may 25 1907 photocopy
availableaval inlaFlelafielable BYU library

smutz lois jean textual parallels to the doctrine
and covenants sections 65 to 133 as found in the
bible unpublished masters thesis brigham young
university 1971

welch john W A study relating chiasmus in the book
of mormon to chiasmus in the old testament ugantic
epics homer and selected greek and latin authors
unpublished masters thesis brigham young univer-
sity 1970
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APPENDIX A

VERSES IN THE BOOK OF MORMON WORDS OF

MORMON MORONI WHICH APPEAR TO

CONTAIN quotations paraphrases

OR ALLUSIONS TO BIBLICAL

PASSAGES

the book of mormon contains sections which are es-

sentially quotations from the bible and hence would contain

hebraisms as they occur in the king james version hebraisms

in these sections could not of course be used as primary

evidence for the wording of the nephite text in order to

avoid taking examples from these sections all verses in

the book of mormon which appeared to be obviously influenced
by the text of the king james version were excluded as

sources for hebraimsHebr unlessaims it was found that a hebraism

occurring in them was not in the text of the king james

version those sections excluded include a verses which

appear in their entirety to be quotations from the bible
b verses which appear to be in part quotations from the

bible c verses or parts thereof which appeared to be

paraphrases from the bible and d verses containing

allusions to bible sayings etc parenthesis enclose biblical
references which are only paraphrased or alluded to in the

book of mormon passage cited
189
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mosiah 1221241221

1234361234

24

1312241312

36

14112141

24

156b
12

1510a1s10a1510
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7
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isaiah 52710527
exodus
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2024202
exodus

4

20417204
isaiah

17

5311253153112

isaiah
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537bs37b
isaiah 538
isaiah 527
isaiah 5281052852810

1

10

corinthians 15551555
john 14 812 95 146
1 corinthians 15531553

isaiah2 5277

joshua 24152415
genesisit 3224 242

matthew 2752532752
proverbs

53

2511 2 peter 222
john 11112111
john
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14 812 99 146

revelation 1811 216
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psalms 3418 matthew 311
matthew 183 mark 1014b
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3 nephi 1127 john 1711 212221

1132

22

john 814 18

1133341133 34 mark 1616

matthew 311
1136 john 1711 etc

llt37 38 matthew 183
r

1139 matthew 724 1618
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13124 matthew 612461
1325b132sb

24

34 matthew 62534625
141b14lb 27 matthew 712771
1517

27
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moroni 64 hebrews 12 2

711 james 311

718b matthew 72
726b john 14314143
745745

14

1 corinthians 1347134

746a
7

1 corinthians 138
748b 1 john 32332
88b

3
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APPENDIX B

POSSIBLE HEBRAISMS FROM 143 PAGES

approximately 68500 WORDS OF

ALEXANDER CAMPBELLCAMPBELLS LECTURES

in order to survey to what extent the speech of some-

one speaking on religious themes from the same general

locale and time as joseph smith might contain words or ex-

pressions which could be considered possible hebraisms

a study was made of the lectures of alexander campbell

campbell was a well known popular preacher who established
a new christian sect at about the same time joseph smith

was founding mormonism in fact some of the early con-

verts to the mormon church had been disciples of campbell

campbell was chosen as a test case because he knew the

original bible languages greek and hebrew a series of

his lectures on the pentateuch has been published and

consequently there would be a chance for a greater than

normal influence of hebrew on his speech particularly when

lecturing on religious topics the examples of possible
hebraisms contained in this appendix were culled from

the following five lectures on religious topics which

appeared in a collection of his more popular addresses

alexander campbell popular lectures and addresses
of alexander campbell st louis john burns n d

195

1

1alexanderaalexander
burnsans nd

pres sions
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supernatural facts 1839 ppap 142162142
phrenology

162
animal magnetism clairv-

oyance spiritual rappingsmappingsRap etcpings
1852 ppap 186212186

essay
212

life and death ppap 403452403452403
address

452
to the christian missionary

society 185318s3 ppap 516530516530516
address

530
to the christian missionary

society 185718s7 ppap 531550531550531

the

550SSO

material studied covered 143 pages averaging

forty lines with twelve words per line or approximately

68640 words

1852

1853

1857



ailali

sas4

197

1 after behind
walked through the channel of the red sea after
ie behind moses p 145

2 after search for
institute an earnest search or inquiry after the

great secret of his being p 211

3 all every
made known to all nations ie every nation

p 516sig
to propogateprorogate it in all lands ie every land and
amongst all people ie every nation etc
p 516sig

allitallatall nations and peoples and tongues ie every
nation etc p 519sig

all the nations and the peoples ie every
nation etc p 523

our efforts in all missions ie every mission
p 524

for the sake of all kindreds and tongues and
peoples p 542

4 all everything
magnetizedI all ie everything within its peri-
phery p 532

5 all everyone
lord of all ie everyone p 535

6 days in the time when
to visit in the days of their juvenile amuse-
ments p 147

7 ears hearing
in the ears ie hearing of sanctified humanity
p 522

8 eyes before ones seen by
miracles11miracles occurring before our eyes p 159
have a fact before our eyes p 161 2 times

9 eyes in the of as consideredesteemedconsidered byesteemedteemed
in the eyes of all christendom p 524

10 face surface
dwell on all the face ie surface of the earth

p 528

11 fathers ancestors
they shall repose with their fathers ie an-
cestors in the bosom of abraham p 525

rr ie
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cons ideredeside redes

itce stors

11



itailatta

tinoiino

itaila

byfrompyfrom one
he deserves a more formal notice at our hand

ie from us than

ireaetreap

elsonsilsons

198

still belovedbelobeio becausevedt of their fathers ieancestors p 527
the primitive fathers ie ancestors of mankind

p 531
our father ie progenitor adam p 533

12 first fruits consequences
reap the first fruits of these follies p 187

hand power
in the hand ie power of every tempter p 200

hand at the

p 154
demands no such offering at our hand ie from

us p 436

hosts of heaven
surroundedisurrounded by all the hosts of heaven p 533

in16 agree with
they agree in ie with this testimony p 149

in on
enlightenilenlighten us in ie on that point p 205

in18 through by
speakingispeaking to us in ie through the living
oracles p 429

man one
no man ie one who believes the bible p 203

on according to
what would paul gain by death on ie accor-
ding to their philosophy p 440

son denoting one possessing a certain quality
sons of skepticism p 145
nolanol1no son of earth ie human being p 201
the children of the flesh ie humans p 521

sons22 of men mankind p 533

season23 timewhile
a more propitious season ie time p 142
a little season ie short while p 203

sun of righteousness pp 209 417 542

tentas2s tabernacle
to build a tent ie tabernacle for the god of
jacob p 524

it

ireap

13

14
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17

19

20

21

24

time while

Il

ap
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26 to for
time necessary to ie for the formation 11 p 153
many11many years necessary to ie for

such a wonderful consumationconsumption p 1531s3
to ie for the commencement of each was
absolutely necessary p 1531s3

the resurrection is to ie for the dead an-
nihilated p 441

harvest of glory to ie for god and blessed-
ness to ie for man p 530s30

27 tree of life
there grows the tree of life p 212

28 turn aside lead astray deceive
a deceived heart has turned multitudes aside

p 200

29 turn away reject
turn away ie reject with scorn p 212

30 upon about concerning
the whole argument upon ie concerning the im-
mortality of the soul p 433

31 windows open the- of heaven
heaven will open its windows p 529

for

11to

i e for
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APPENDIX C

A comparative LIST OF POSSIBLE LEXICAL

HEBRAISMS OCCURRING IN approximately

68500 WORDS OF THE BOOK OF MORMON

AND ALEXANDER CAMPBELLS LECTURES

in order to make a comparison of the variety and

frequency of lexical items which might be construed as

hebraisms occurring in the writings of joseph smith and

alexander campbell a section of the book of mormon con-

taining approximately an equivalent number of words as

the material used in extracting the examples of possible

hebraic influence in campbells writing was read and

all possible hebraisms were recorded the section stu-

died comprised 145 consecutive pages of a 1964 edition of

the book of mormon beginning at page 342 chosen at ran-

dom again examples were not taken from material
which appeared to be quoted from or were obviously in-

fluenced by the king james version

in the following table an x represents one occur-

rence while multiple occurrences are indicated by placing

the appropriate number immediately before the x

200

fluenced
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book of mormon campbell

after behind x x

after search for x

after a manner that in such
a way that x

after the manner of as ax5xsx

after this manner in this way 3xax

after this manner as follows x

again no more not again x

all absolute complete 4xax

all continually x

all entire whole 23x

all every 4xax 7xax

all everything x

all everyone x

all the things everything
anything 24x

all the words everything 2xax

and although 2xax

and but 25x2sxrsx

and for 9xax

and nor x

and so that ax5xsx

and which 2xax

and while 2xax

and who x

and whose 2xax
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book of mormon campbell

anger is kindled grow angry x

as the lord liveth by the lord SX

before as considered by 6xax

borders region area 4xax

breathe out threateningsthreaten 2xaxings

burn with fire set afire 4xax

call after name afterforafterformafter 2xaxfor

call name name 7xax

call the name of the place name x

call upon pray to worship 8xax

children descendants ax5xsx

children of men mankind 14x

children of men inhabitants
population 2xax

command bid 7xax

command instruct tell lox

commandment instruction 3xax

cry plead petition 3xax

cry prayer petition 2xax

cry out against condemn accuse 3xax

cry unto pray vocally 24x

days life 8xax

days times 13x

day in that at that time 15xlsxlax

days in the that when 13x

day in the latter future x

camp elleli
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book of mormon campbellcampbeli

days prolong the existence 2xax

days many for a longsome
time x

deep great ocean 3xax

ear give listen pay heed x

ears hearing x

ears open ones listen
carefully x

earth land countryside 9xax

ends of the earth dwellers of
the earth 7xax

eyes before ones seen by 3xax 2xax

eyessighteyes gainsight favor in the
of please x

eyessighteyes insight the- of as
considered by 3xax x

face before ones presence
viewvieu ax5xsx

face of surface of 14x x

face of superfluous sox

fall die x

fall upon attack 3xax

fathers ancestors 24x 4xax

felt darkness thick darkness x

filled with full of x

first fruits consequences x

go the way of all the earth die 2xax

hand power 3xax x

campb elleli

v i evv



book of mormon

hand at the- of by from one

heart mind

heart personal pronoun

heart inner man soul self
heart disposition will
heart intent
heart take courage

heart harden the

heart lead away deceive
or estrange

heart put into
heavy grievous

holy ones saints
hosts of heaven

house nation
humble oneself before do
homage

in by through

in on

in agree with

judgment set of laws

lift eyes look

lift one cry

lift ones voice

lift oneself up consider
oneself better

liftraiselif uptraise exalt

8xax

8xax

6xax

17x

6xax

x

14x

3xax

4xax

x

x

53xs3xsax

3xax

7xax

2xax

lix
3xax

x

x

ones x

x

204
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on
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book of mormon campbell

lift up honor or support x

lift up ones head rejoice
be comforted x

light of ones countenance x

man one lox x

mouth by the- of by 2xax

mouth open ones
according to x

over in 2xax

people of the land x

place make appoint x

possession territory 3xax

possession the land of ones x

pour out ones soul 4xax

raise oneself exalt oneself 2xax

renew rebuild x

rest place of rest 3xax

return and repent x

return iniquity upon ones head 2xax

sea great ocean x

season time while 3xax 2xax

second time again the again x

second time the again x

son child denoting a quality 2xax 3xax

seed descendants 20x

seemthseemah one good x
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book of mormon campbellcampbeli

small and great both
upper and lower classes x

sons of men mankind x

soul personal pronoun 6xax

speak peace x

stand before withstand x

stay ones hand be lenient x

stiffneckedstiffnecked obstinate 6xax

stretch forth ones hand reach out x

sun of righteousness 3xax

tent tabernacle x

tountobounto for 4xax ax5xsx

tree of life x

turn aside lead astray deceive x

turn away reject x x

turn away appease 9xax

turn from abandon cease reject 4xax

turn and verb x

uncircumcised of heart x

under heaven on earth x

upon about concerning x

upon against 2xax

upon within x

visit punish ax5xsx

voice advice instruction 3xax

voice give ones against
condemn x

camp ellelieil
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book of mormon campbell

voice with a loud aloud 3xax

voice with one in concert 2xax

walk live 7xax

walk follow 3xax

waters many lake sea 2xax

waters great c ocean x

windows open the- of heaven x

women wives x

word advice counsel x

word commandment 3xax

word message warning 6xax

word prophecy ax5xsx

word remark saying x

word teachings traditional lore 2xax

word thing 2xax

words according to the of
N as N said 19x

words hearken to the- of
listen pay heed to lix

totals
one hundred forty six items which might be considered

hebraic occurred in the book of mormon in comparison to

thirty one such items in campbellcampbellscampbeli writings the total
number of occurrences of possible hebraisms in the book of

mormon was seven hundred fifty six in comparison with fifty
one in campbells writings

inthebook

in

inthe



APPENDIX D

POSSIBLE LEXICAL HEBRAISMS IN THE BOOK OF

MORMON THE WORDS OF MORMON MORONI

all the examples discussed in this thesis as

possible lexical hebraisms occurringoccurringin in the book of mormon

have been listed in appendix D in alphabetical order for
the sake of completeness some additional examples not dis-

cussed in the body of the thesis because they were consider-

ed less significant have also been included examples

discussed in the body of the text are followed by the number

of the page on which they are discussed with the result
that this appendix may serve also as an index an asterisk
follows the number preceding examples for which there is a

corresponding hebraism cited by rosenau in his list of

hebraisms occurring in the king james version of the old

testament

208

consi der



152is2isa
gen 3919 mos 1816

7

ISO150
gen 2215 mos 1815

2 above 151isi
Is 563 heb text mos 111iiilil

3 above get

151lsi
jos 52 eth 1429

9

209

page

1 a second time again

from

have power over 152
dt 2843 eth 823

4 after this manner as follows 154
gen 4523 al 3012

5 after thethis manner as is done 152
gen 4013 mos 2816

6 after this manner in this way

again no more not again
gen 3826 he 1318

8 again the sec ond time again

all absolute complete 144
est 929 mos 165

10 all continual ly 145
Ps 323 al 415

ll1111 all entire whole 145
ex 1013 al 219

12 all the things 145
gen 2466 3 ne 2620

13 all the words everything 146
ex 171 he 118

14 all in things in every wayrespectway respect 146
2 sam 235 mos 67

15 all in things with respect to everything 146
ex 2313 mos 66

14 all in things in every wayrespectway respect 146
2 sam 23523s mos 67

15 all in things with respect to everything 146
ex 2313 mos 66

16 and although 171jer 3132 heb text mos 88

1111

continually

every anything

563

165

415

235

235



whichwhicchic

lisils

210

page

17 and but 169
gen 21617216 heb text 3 ne 201

18 and for 170
jos 71 heb text morm 33

19 and nor 172
lev 211 heb text 4 ne 12

20 and or 171
ex 125 heb text mos 1919

21 and so 173
ru 48 heb exttext eth 627

22 and so that 173
ex 1425 hebheh text he 916

23 and when 172
jg 1615161s heb text al 1813

24 and 174
gen 87 heb text moro 81

25 and while 172
2 chr 343 heb text al 1733

26 and who 174
gen 49254925 heb text eth 1117

27 and whose 175
1

154

sam

gen

155iss

252

611

2

heb

eth

sam

text

1114

18914189

morm

31
al14

29

between
115

28

heaven

32

and earth

anger is kindled grow angry
gen 302 he 1330

29 as the lord liveth by the lord
2 sam 1411 morm 823

30 before as considered by

suspended

broders land country 40
jer 3117 mos 2126

33 borders region geographic area 40
al 85

34 bread food
gen 4713 al 534s34534

2 16 17 20 1

2 11 1 21

12 S 19 191igl
s 0

t 6 2 71

14 2 S

h

f 34 3 17 331

heb

252



105losios
cf Ps 2712 mos 193

36

withvith

ilslis

211

page

35 breathe out threateningsthreaten ings threaten

brethren kinsmen 42
jg 91 mos 2333

37 burn w ith fire set fire to
jer 3818 morm SS55

38 call consider 108
gen 2112 al 317

39 call after the name name afterforafterformafter for 107
ezra 26 mos 243

40 call name name 106
gen 1719 al 243

41 call the name of name 107
2 sam 520520 eth 23

42 call upon pray to worship 109
I1 kg 1824 mos 264

43 castthrowcast throw shoot 110
pr 2618 al 4922

44 children of men mankind 44
I1 kg 839 al 4817

45 children of N descendants of N nites 43
2 chr 201 morm 412

46 children of the land inhabitants 45
cf ezek 305 heb text eth 210

47 cleanse from iniquity forgive
jer 338 3 ne 81

48 command tell advise ill
2 kg 115 9 mos 2930

49 command bid illru 35635635 heb6 text 3 ne 1711
SO50 commandment advice instruction 46

pr 108 al 3516
51 cry plead petition 114

pr 213 morm 33

1 18 24 26 4

1 8 39 48 17

33 8 8 1

ur

rr

N ites

305



sa52s2
I1 kg 314 he 724

54 so50
2 kg 2017 eth 46

SS55 so50
ex 82218 he 818

56

sl51
jer 3716 mos 2330

59 deep the great

212

page

52 cry pray vocally 113
ex 812 al 3418273418

53

27

days life

day time

day in that at that time

day in the when 157
gen 353 he 1331

57 days in the latter future
num 2414 3 ne 167

58 days many a longsome time

ocean sea 54
gen 12 eth 225225

60 draw out expel drive out 115
al 422

61 earcar give listen 56
Is 12 al 361

62 earth land country side

those who dwell on the earth 59
10 sam 210 3 ne 922

64 eyessight do good in the of please 61
dt 618 he 320

65 eyes find favor in the- of please 60
gen 68 al 2028

66 eyessight in the- of judged from the
point of view of 62

dt 618 mos 322
67 face from before ones from ones presence 62

jer 3231 3 ne 95
68 face of surface of 63

gen 129 mos 1212

1 3 14 7 24

8 22 18 8 18

1 2 36 1

countryside 57
gen 211 heb text he 38

63 ends of the earth

eyes sight

eyes sight

353



oerper

213
page

69 face of superfluous 63
ex 3312 al 517

70 face to face in person
dt 3410 eth 1239

71 fall die 117
1 sam 1825 3 ne 820

72 fathers ancestors 64
dt 265 mos 14

73 fear of the lord religion
1 sam 117 al 367

74 felt darkness densethick darkness 147
ex 1021221021 322 ne 820

75 full of
ex 17 al 2231

76 eldest
gen 1931 eth 625625

77 for with regard to 156
jer 93 al 5320

78 forward back 156
al 131

79 give ones voice against speak out against
revile 118
jer 416 3 ne 791079

80

10

glad be- in ones heart rejoice
ex 414 al 5113

81 go the way of all the earth die
jos 2314 mos 19

82 great noisecrynoise cry loud noisecrynoise cry
ex 116 al 1429

83 heart inner man soul 67
Ps 842 3 moro 915

84 heart middle
ex 158 he 118

85 heart mind 68
Ps 737 he 1622

18 as2s 8 20

ot

11 7 36 7

ffilled with

dense thick

first born

517

265

gis

158



I1 sam 211 al 821
97

II11

214

page

86 heart reflexive pronoun 73
gen 821 al 3618

87 heart seat of disposition intention 69
dan 18 he 28

88 heart harden the become obstinate 72
dt 230 mos 315

89 heart pure clear conscience 72
Ps 244 al 519

90 heart putgiveoutgiveput ingive ones 70
ex 35343534 al 1030

91 heart steal away the deceive 68
gen 3120 heb text al 3122

92 heart uncircumcised of 72
lev 2641 he 921

93 heavy severe grievous 148
gen 1210 he 136

94 holy ones saints 74
hos 112121 heb text al 1017

95 house family household 75
num 12 eth 912

96 house home

house nation 76
ex 1631 eth 138

98 house palace
2 chr 21 al 1918

99 house dwelling place
cf est 29 eth 1232

100 humble oneself before pay homage to
ex 103 mos 2920

101 in at 157
2 sam 221 3 ne 219

102 in by with through instrumentality 158
Ps 36910 eth 819
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103 in call the name of call by the name of 158
Is 437 heb text mos 26181

104 in that day on that day 158
ex 1028 al 516sig516

105los it shall be well with you may you prosper
ru 31 moro 747

106 judgment set of laws 76
ex 211 3 ne 2727

107 large great numerous 148
dt 92 heb text mos 277

108 lift eyes look 121
gen 1310 he 536s36

109 lift ones cry 120
jer 716 3 ne 48

110 lift ones voice 119
I1 chr 1516 mos 1712

111111liiiiiili lift oneself up above consider oneself
better 121

num 163 al 412
112 lift up exalt honor 123

Is 3310 he 1328
113 lift up support 123

est 93 moro 925
114 lift up ones head act boldly defiantly 126

jg 828 al 3018
115lis lift up ones head rejoice 124

cf job 1015 mos 2413
116 light of ones countenance 77

pr 1615 3 ne 19251925

117 man one 77
gen 105 heb text he 923

118 mouth testimony 81
dt 176 eth 54

119 mouth by the of spoken by by 80
2 chr 3621 mos 252
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I1 kgka 26 mos 172
128 place

I1 sam 115 morm 32
132

lisils

lisils

120 mouth fromoutfromontfro ofmout the- of spoken by from
2 chr 35223s223522 al 1931

121 mouth open the speak or superfluous
dan 1016 al 121
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79

80

122 multitude of great
Ps 578 eth 612

123 open ones ears listen carefully 126
Is 4220 3 ne 115

124 over concerning 159
gen 249 heb text al 2420252420252420

125

as252s

over king king in
ex 18 3 ne 630

126 over toward 160
Ps 1459 eth 612

127 peace in unscathed

make appoint 127
dt 171517is al 618

129 possession the land of ones 82
jos 224 he 552552

130 possession territory area 82
num 3222 al 5010

131 pour out ones soul give utterance to ones
thoughts

put stretch forth out ones hand 128
gen 2210 al 305123051

133

2

raise oneself exalt oneself 124
he 916

134 renew rebuild 129
2 chr 158 4 ne 19

135 rent rent part 83
al 4619

136 rest place of rest
Ps 9511 al 1234
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137 retain regain retake obtain 129
he 49

138 return and repent 131
jl 214 3 ne 1832

139 return iniquityeviliniquity deedsevil upon ones head 132
est 925925 3 ne 2732

140 sea great ocean 83
num 346 eth 213

141 see peace
Ps 1286 eth 915915

142 seed posterity descendants 84
gen 466 al 38

143 seek death
pr 216 al 553

144 seek ones life wish to kill
1 sam 201 al 202

145 one thinks best
2 sam 1526 mos 1216

146 separate one from another depart
gen 1311 al 1717

147 set ones back toward leave
Ps 211213 heb text al 824

148 sicken heart grieve
amos 66 heb text al 311

149 small and great both young and old
lower and upper classes
gen 1911 2 kg 25262526 morm 913

150 son descendant 85
gen 2513 al 2010

151lsi soul personal pronoun 85
gen 1920 al 2414

152 soul reflexive pronoun 87
dt 49 al 388
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150iso
gen 4232 al 715
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153 speak peace 133
zech 910 al 5811

154 stand before withstand
dt 92 morm 225225

155iss stay ones hand desist be lenient 133
1 chr 2115 al 1023

156 stiffnecked obstinate 149
ex 329 mos 314

157 strengthen the hand encourage 134
jer 2314 al 218

158ls8lsi stretch forth handextendhand armextend exercise power 135
ex 66 al 1410111410

159

11

take up a lamentation
ezek 191 eth 1516

160 them those 149
gen 65 heb text he 78

161 this day today at this time

to for 160
ex 1814 moro 811

163 to take wife take foras a wife marry 160
gen 1219 mos 25122512

164 turn away appease 137
gen 2744 al 829

165 turn away annul counteract 139
zeph 315 al 3313

166 turn from cease repent 138
1 kg 835 3 ne 302

167 under in placesteadplac ofestead 163
1 kg 51 heb text al 1318

168 under heaven on earth
ex 1714 eth 212

169 unto according to after 164
gen 11112111 heb12 text al 3231

ot

8 3s 30 2

32311

stiffnecked

715

315

as



alealoaie

illili

219

page

170 upon against 164
gen 402 heb text al 323

171 upon at by in close proximity 166
gen 413 ethethoethe 1412

1721720 upon towards 167
gen 185 alaiealoale 67

1731730 upon within 59
Ps 1434 heb text morm 95

1741740 upon fall attack
jos 117 3 ne 320

175 upon gnash teeth grind teeth at 166
job 169 al 1421

176 voice advice 87
gen 317 3 ne 1615

1771770 voice vote 88
mos 2939

178 voice with a loud aloud 89
gen 3914 al 1929

1791790 voice with one in concert 89
ex 243 mos 42

1801800 walk follow 139
1 sam 85 mos 111

181 walk live 139
mic 27 al 527

1821820 waters many lake 90
morm 64

1831830 with fight against 168
ex 178 al 55235523

184 within oneself to oneself
gen 1812 3 ne 1714

1851850 women wives 93
al 1011

186 word advice admonition 96
jg 207 mos 223
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187 word command merit 95
1 kg 131 eth 49

188 word commission 99
hos 11 al 829

189 word gospel 98
al 513

190 word message 97
jg 320 mos 294

191 word saying remark 99
gen 3711 3 ne 1518

192 word thing 100
gen 24502450 he 92

193 words according to the of PN as PN
said 101

194 words hearhearkenhear tohearken the of PN
listenpay heed to PN 102

num 126 al 1614
195 words the of PN what PN has said 102

2 chr 1812 3 ne 116

commandment
13 1

IS 18

listen pay
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ABSTRACT

this thesis has been a study of possible
hebraisms occurring in the book of mormon in the
entitled the words of mormon through moroni
was defined as any word or phrase which appeared
literal rendering of a hebrew lexicographic mode
in that the english had a usage or connotation which was not
normal whereas if translated literally into hebrew it
would represent standard usage

lexical
sections

A hebraism
to be a
of speech

nearly two hundred such items were found some one
hundred twenty of which were discussed in the body of the
thesis of these nouns contributed over sixty examples
verbs more than thirty and the remainder were distributed
among the rest of the parts of speech

this accumulation of hebraisms could be evidence
either of joseph smiths exceptional ability to recall biblibabli
cal wording while under the influence of the holy spirit or
evidence of hebraic wording in the original coming through
in joseph smiths translation
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