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chapter 1

introduction

context of the problem

the american society is built on nationalities from

all corners of the worldworlds who have come to the united states
in different ethnic migration waves during the nineteenth
century which was the peak migration period germans

irish norwegiansNorwegia swedes dutchmen and welsh constituted
the first big groups followed later by the mediterranean

people the orientalsorientaleOrient theals canadians and the mexicans in
the past two decades political refugees from vietnam

cambodia and cuba have arrived in great numbers

whether an immigrant came here a century ago or

whether he arrived today the same problem would have to

be overcome learning the english language americans

have always taken it for granted that foreigners should

speak english and a failure to do so by an immigrant was

evidence by implication of a kind of disloyalty to the

basic principles of american life haugen 1969 2oao20

the need to become bilingual is a basic survival

skill which has to be masteredmast toerad some extent by the

immigrant who wants to become a member of his new

community if he is able to interact with people of his
I11

19692

ns



mnorno 1974

research in second language learning has shown

that attitudes and motivation are two very powerful pre-

dictors of language proficiency gardner and lambert 1972

larson and smalley 1972 oileroller et al 1977a oileroller et al
1977b the studies made by gardner and lambert involved

the attitudes the learners had toward the target culture
members both spolsky 1969 and oileroller 1977a 1977b

continued the research and added refined ways of measuring

the attitude toward the target culture group the subjects

included both second and foreign language learners
although immigrants problems with language learning

have received more attention recentlyrecentlyy because of the

increasing number of political refugees not much

literature can be found which deals with specific imm-

igrant groups problems in language learning and the

forcesdorces behind some of them learning the language better
than others most information is anecdotal in its nature

thusthusythesy a study of such an immigrant group and the relation-
ship between attitudes toward the target culture group and

2

own culture and language groupgroups whose relationships he

values he will have little motivation to learn the new

language larson and smalleysmallersmailey 1972 places such as

chinatown germantown and communities in wisconsin and

minnesota have made it possible for a first generation

immigrant to function in his new homeland in his native
tongue haugen 1969 hasselmohasselrnoHasselHas selmoseimo
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english proficiency would provide important insights into
immigrants learning of a second language

historical background of the problem

the reasons for emigration have been many and varied
throughout the centuries some of the most common ones have

been an escape from unfavorable economic social military
or religious conditions at home one of the most powerful

organized migration waves was influenced by the mormon

church the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday

since all the subjects in this study are members of the
mormon church and their reasons for emigrating from sweden

were religious it is necessary to give a proper background

to the emigration that has taken place from the swedish

mission particularly from 1948 to 1952

when the mormon church was organized on april 6

1830 in fayette seneca county new york it consisted
of only a handful of members through an extensive
missionary effort both in the united states and in
europe the church membership grew tremendously during

the next century the members believed that the remnants

of israel had been scattered among the people of the world

but they were now commanded to gather to america to build

the kingdom of god doctrine and covenants 2978297
missionaries

8

were strong advertisers for the gatheringgathe

many

ringo

emigrants returned to their native lands as

missionaries and described the opportunities that couldopportunit-iesles
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be found in the great basin area at that time it was a

miracle in itself to see somebody return from america

since people never expected to see their loved ones again

once they had boarded the emigrant ship

the command for the saints to gather was one of the

first principles of the church to be revealed in the

following latterdaylatter hymnday ye elders of israel the

anticipation of leaving homes and countries is expressed

ye elders of israel come join now with me
and search out the righteous wherever they be
in desert or mountains on land or the sea
and bring them from babel to zion so free
0 babylon 0 babylon we bid thee farewell
we go to the mountains of ephraim to dwell

the hymn was translated into many different languages and

was sung in many countries
the church magazines in europe published encouraging

articles about emigration letters from members who had

arrived safely were published as well as lists of those
who were emigrating it almost became a sign of ones
faithfulness to emigrate A letter from the first presi-

dency of the church stated in the english church magazine

millenialmillennialMil starlenial 17 503 that the best way is for the

saints when they first come into the church to close up

their business as soon as they conveniently can without

too great a sacrifice and then gather up for zion I1 with-

out unnecessary delay

free
f

0
to europe was considered to be

babylon and it was found better for the people of god to

gather to any part of the western continent than to remain
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in europe millenialmillennialMil starlenial 5 46 the first presidency of

the church supervised the organized efforts to bring the
european saints over the atlantic by having a general

authority of the church stationed in liverpool england

an emigration fund was started to help the poorer members

make the trip to zion from time to time the church

officials found it necessary to stress the real object

of gathering although they did not deny the temporal

advantages of emigration

the scandinavian mission with headquarters in
copenhagen was opened on june 14 1850 by erastus snow

elder john erik forsgren was sent to sweden to begin mission-

ary work there whenmienwien he left to go back to utah in 1852

he brought 294 scandinavian members with him between 1850

and 1950 a total of 56999 persons joined the church in

scandinavia and out of these 26936 emigrated to the

united states zobell 1950 185 the nineteenth century

saw the largest number of emigrants come to utah A change

in immigration policy by the united states at the end of the
century and in the beginning decades of the twentieth cen-

tury caused a sharp change in the emigration patterns a

general decrease being typical
As the selective controls of immigration started to

take effect the policy of the church regarding gathering

and emigration started to change too the following state-
ment can be found in the journal history of the church of

jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday from november 30 1904

f
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the church does not even encourage immigration
missionaries abroad are instructed to rather counsel
converts against leaving their native lands than to
encourage them to do so in the early days of the
church it was considered a wise policy to encourage
good strong laborers in the states or abroad who
were disposed to emigrate to settle in utah to help
build up the country and to receive the benefit and
association with co religionists but of late years
the policy has been rather to discourage immigration

the reversing of the gathering of the european

saints to america was not an easy task the first presidency

of the church issued several statements encouraging members

to stay in their native lands in a christmas greeting to

the church members in the netherlands dated december 14

1907 the following counsel is given by president joseph F

smith

the policy of the church is not to entice or
encourage people to leave their native lands but
to remain faithful and true in their allegiance to
their governments and to be good citizens p 165

during a visit to stockholm in 1910 president smith gave

the members in sweden the following message

we do not desire my brethren and sisters that you
trouble yourselves too much about emigration at
present we do not advise you to emigrate we would
rather that you remain until you have been well
established in the faith in the gospel and until
each one of you has been the instrument through the
help of the lord in bringing one or more of our
fellowmen into the church be not troubled about
the temple ordinances but live in faith and confidence
in the truths and wait patiently and if death should
call you before the ordinances are attended to your
children will see to it that the work will be done and
even if you have no opportunity in this life to receive
these ordinances the lord will open the way so that it
will be done in the future
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the temple ordinances are an important part of the mormon

faith and since there was no temple in europe until 1954

many members wanted to emigrate to the united states so

they could be close to a temple and perform work therein
the persecution against the mormons in sweden had been

quite severe during the first decade of the new century

and immigration in 1909 and 1910 totalledtalledto 232

by 1917 the first general act of immigration

restriction was passed including a literacy test in
1921 a quota system was enacted which made immigration

even more difficult the new laws were accepted as good

news for mormon officials who could now explain the

difficulty of gaining entry into the united states to

prospective emigrants and encourage them to remain and

build up the membership in their own branches the leaders
had mostly given the saints economic and legal reasons for
not emigrating but by 1921 the term gathering had taken

on a new meaning john A widtsoeWidt asoe leader of the church

stated in an editorial for the church magazine in 1930

that latter day saints must still gather out of spiritual
babylon out of the midst of wickedness but not necessarily
as in the past to the headquarters of the church 0 1

to

millenialmillennialMil starlenial 83 600 later richards 1935 231 defined
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zion not as a place 9 but as a people and a condition where

the pure in heart dwell

the emigration among the church members dwindled

during the 1920s and practically came to a standstill in

the 1930s19301s although the second world war did not affect
sweden as much as other countries in the world it meant

difficult times for the members on october 1 1939 a

directive from the first presidency ordered all mission-

aries including the mission president to return to the

united states at once all mission activity was turned
over to local members until 1946 when missionaries were

allowed back to sweden the war years had been marked by

setbacks and the idea of emigration along with the spirit
of gathering blossomed after the war was over the total
swedish mormon emigration jumped from seven in 1947 to 135

in 1948 between 1948 and 1952 356 members emigrated

making these years the second highest emigration period

in the swedish mission in this century whether the hard-

ships of the second world war had anything to do with the

increase or whether it was an emigration fever which spread
among the members is not a judgment to be made in this
study several subjects interviewed in the course of this
study indicated the spirit of gathering as their reason

for emigration while others felt they had worked hard for

the church for several years and wanted to have a temple

ing
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closer by none of the subjects regretted their emigration

to the united states and they all felt they had succeeded

very well in their new homeland

statement of the problem

mormon church officials encouraged immigrants to

learn the english language before coming to the united

states as early as 1921 ivins 1921 american mission-

aries in sweden continually offered free english lessons
as part of their work to help establish contact with people

they could teach the gospel to the english lessons were

also attended by members who were prospective emigrants

the mormon church leaders were aware of the pro-

blems language differences caused when the immigrants came

to the united states they supported the forming of lan-

guage group organizations which met twice a month to
provide spiritual instruction in the mother tongue to all
those not very familiar with english church news 196413

A swedish latterdaylatter saintday organization was formed in salt
lake city in 1905 and it not only took care of monthlybimonthlybi
spiritual meetings but also sponsored the celebration of

swedish traditions the spiritual meetings were held on

weekdays and did not take the place of regular church

services on sundays it was not until march 13 196319631

that a swedish branch in salt lake city was organized

along with other language groups such as danish norwegian



10

german japanese chinese spanish and indian the branch

was much welcomed by the older immigrants who still had

problems with the english language after almost a decade

in the new country in the beginning younger families
joined as well partly because of the social pressure put

on them but they soon discovered that their own children

did not understand the services in swedish tables were

reversed for the second generation and since the parents

wanted the children to get ahead and not have the language

handicap they had had to struggle with many families moved

back to american wards

the purpose of this study is to examine the rela-
tionship between attained english proficiency among swedish

mormon immigrants and their attitude toward the target and

native culture groups the majority of the subjects had

not had any formal english language training in sweden

since they had only completed the minimum school require-
ment of six years some had served missions in sweden and

in that way learned some english from their american com-

panions but overall their english proficiency was fairly
homogeneous at the time of emigration today two or three
decades later there is a wide range in their english pro-

ficiency some are members of the swedish branch in salt
lake city while others attend church services at regular

american wards some were already married and had children

tionship

pan ions

ficiency
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when they emigrated while others married americans after
they had arrived in the united states some were over

thirty years old and were quite established in their pro-

fessions in sweden while others were in their early
twenties and eager to initiate a successful career in the
new country these factors will be studied along with

attitudes toward the target and other culture groups to

determine in what ways these points of view have influenced

the learning of english as a second language

research hypothesis

this study examines the hypothesis that a more

positive attitude toward the target culture group than

the native culture group will correlate with better english

proficiency it is expected that the swedish branch me-
mbers will demonstrate lower english proficiency as well as

a more positive attitude toward the native culture group

than will the american ward members on the other hand it
is expected that american ward members will manifest a

higher english proficiency and a more positive attitude
toward the target culture group than the swedish branch

members

delimitations

it is not the purpose of this study to determine

what the subjects could do to improve their english today

fessions
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nor does it try to make any judgments on common grammar

mistakes or pronunciation errors it is an observational
study which attempts to measure relationships between

attitudes toward target and native culture groups and

attained english proficiency among immigrants who have

been in the united states for a period of twenty years or

longer

significance of the studystud
it is anticipated that this study will reveal what

a few of the deciding forces are behind some immigrants

learning a second language better than others do the

results will contribute to the understanding of how attit-

udes toward the target and native culture groups influence

second language learning and how the membership in a com-

munity group can help determine proficiency in a second

language the results will be useful for any future
immigrant group it is also anticipated that this study

will stimulate further research in the area of what influ-
ences are behind immigrants proficiency in the target
language



chapter 2

REVIEW OF THE literature

the differences between learning a first and a

second language are widely recognized in second language

acquisition research most individuals are successful in
mastering a first language while there is a wide range of

proficiency among second language learners some seem to
be learning better and faster than others although the
opportunities are the same both spolsky 1969 and

schumann 1975 indicate that the most important factors

attributed to the variance of proficiency among second

language learners are method of instruction age aptitude

and attitude although this study primarily is concerned

with how attitudes toward the target and native culture
groups influence ESL proficiency it nevertheless
recognizes such factors as age education and religious
membership affiliationiliationbiliation

larson and smalley 1972 believe that in order to
become bilingual one must have the motivation to become a

member of the target language group this motivation is
what determines ultimate proficiency in a second language

motivation usually fired by the recognition that one

language is not enough larson and smalley 19724

they call a learner in the new culture an alien and he

13

C1

is
affilialilation

1972 4

11 apter
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must undergo dealienationalienationrealienationde in order to learn the language

and redomesticationdomesticationre to join the target language community

the process can be frustrated by language shock culture
shock or culture stress smalley 1963 A remedy for
the last two symptoms which could have long lasting

effects if not treated is a small community of sympath-

etic people who will help him in the difficult period when

he is a linguistic and cultural child adult larson and

smalley 197246 this should not be misinterpreted as

retreating into an alien ghetto in which the person is
protected by imported surroundings and only chooses his
friends from those who will move into his world the
family will only offer protection until the learner
becomes independentindependen the new family could be teachers
colleagues or friends as long as they help the learner
to cope with his environment and help him find culturally
appropriate solutions to the problems he encounters

schumann 1975214

during the nineteenth century immigrants could move

into communities in the united states where they could

function in their native language and consequently they

learned little english haugen 1969 the native culture
group founded organizationorganizations learning institutions and

newspapers in the community which satisfied the needs of

the immigrants who in that way chose to restrict their
contact with the englishspeakingenglish worldspeaking to a minimum

tO

sp
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figure 1 hasseimohasselmoHas 197411seimoselmo illustrates the use of the
english and the swedish language in a swedish community

in the united states during the nineteenth century

public schools E

government
authorities E

business E

E english
S swedish

church

S press

organizations

figure use of the english and the swedish languages in
a swedish community in the united states

to an adult who had completed his schooling in sweden and

was a farmer or had an occupation which did not require any

wider business contacts mastery of the english language

was not essential to be successful he could manage in

his monolingual environment and have somebody interpret
for him the few times when it was needed instead of

encouraging assimilation with the american society such

communities developed an inner cohesiveness in the native

family

neighborhood

S

S

1
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culture groupgroups which exerted pressure on the members to
stay in the group

the lutheran church was strong in its efforts in
upholding the mother tongue among scandinavian immigrants

haugen 1969 seljaas 1974221 notes the difference
between the lutheran churchchurchy which tended to preserve the

oldcountryold heritagecountry and language and the mormon churchchurchy

which encouraged assimilation and unity among its multi-

lingual membership according to the mormon churchchurchy the

best way to accomplish the goal of unity among the members

was to encourage all to learn english and the mother

tongue was only tolerated as a means of communicating

with new arrivals and with those too old to learn a second

language seljaas 1974224 seljaas indicated that the
mormon community in utah had very few monolingual first
generation immigrants in comparison to the midwest

scandinavian states the number of secondgenerationsecond

speakers

generation

of norwegian swedish and danish among the
mormons are very few the desire to become a member

of the target culture group was apparently very strong

among the mormon immigrants the family concept of

helping the learner find his identity in the new culture
seems to have been practiced successfully schumann 1976

explains how social distance can affect the degree to which

a second language learning group acquires the language of
a particular target language group the mormon society

effortssorts

1974 221

0 14 9.9 ants



17

seems to fit into the good language learning situation
where both groups desire assimilation for the second lan-
guage learning group the two cultures are congruent both

groups have positive attitudes toward each other and the
second language learning group has the intention to stay

for a long time

of the first three factors mentioned earlier that
are thought to influence second language learning method

of instruction age and aptitude the importance of age is
widely recognized although many studies have investigated
the differences between the audiolingualaudio andlingual the more

traditional grammartranslationgrammargramma approachr duringtrans thelat 1960sionlon

schumann 1975 indicates that no method of instruction has

been demonstrated as superior to all others research by

gardner et aial 1974 indicates that intelligence and

aptitude play a bigger role when the second language

learning is done through formal instruction lenneberg

1967 argues that because of brain development it is more

difficult for adults to learn a new language but this
theory has been criticized during recent years fathman

1975 points out that although children are faster
learners than adults it does not necessarily mean they

are better learners the order of acquisition is the
same in comparing himself to his children when learning
a second language the immigrant can thus easily get

inf luence

difficultscult

translation



mnorno 1974 has

found that the trend for the second generation seems to
have been to reject the language of the parents 9 both

their native language and their imperfect english as

well as their immigration background but the third
generation has shown a renewed interest in their origin

attitude has been considered an increasingly
important factor in second language learning during the
past three decades the attitudes between the learner
the teacher the learnerslearner1s peers and parents and the

speakers of the language have been investigated and

according to spolsky 1969 one of the most important

attitudinal factors influencing the learning situation
is the learners attitude toward the target language and

its speakers

wallace ee lambert and robert C gardner at mcgill

university conducted several studies gardner and lambert

1959 gardner 1960 lambert gardner olton and tunstall
1968 in the late 1950s19501 and during the 1960s19601 that
examined the influence of attitude and motivation on

second language acquisition the general approach of the

studies involved testing a large group of students who

were studying french as a second language measures were

obtained on each students language aptitude his attitudes

18

discouraged he might become satisfied with his pro-

ficiency if he can make himself understood even if it
is with badly formed sentences hasselmohasselrnoHasselHas selmoseimo

E

s s

test ing

ficiency
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toward the frenchspeakingfrench communityspeaking his reasons for
learning french the degree of effort expended in learning

french and his skill in french achievement in a factor
analysis of the data two major clusters were obtained
one a language aptitude french achievement cluster and

the other an attitudinal motivational cluster the first
cluster seemed to involve aptitude dependent on formal

language instruction while the second one seemed to focus

on attitudes achieved in interaction with the language

community the studies introduced a distinction between

two types of orientation toward learning a second language

instrumental and integrative instrumental refers to

utilitarian reasons such as getting a better job while

integrative refers to identifying with and desiring to
communicate in the second language with members of the
target culture group A learner with an integrative

orientation was found to have a more positive attitude
toward the french as well as being more successful in
achievement compared to a learner with an instrumental

orientation some contradictory findings gardner and

santos 1970 lukmani 1972 have been found in studies
which had as the hypothesis that integrative learners would

achieve higher than instrumental learners as well as

results difficult to interpret
spolsky 1969 felt that the inconsistency in the

studies dealing with attitudes and attained second language

effortsort

iP
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proficiency was due to the direct questions asked about

reasons for studying a foreign language whether the ques-

tions were instrumental or integrative in nature depended

on the subjects interpretations of themtheme in addition to
a direct questionnaire listing fourteen possible reasons

for having come to the united states classified as either
integrative or instrumental spot sky used an identity
scale with thirty adjectives as an indirect measure of

attitudinal orientation the five point scale ranged from

very much to not at all and the subject indicated how

well each adjective described a himself b how he would

like to be c speakers of his native language and

d speakers of the target languagelangu ifageO the subject

wanted to have more of a certain trait than he perceived

himself as having it would be interpreted as a positive
value when the subject rated americans highly or more

highly than his own native group on this positive trait
it would be interpreted as an integrative orientation
the subjects were foreign students who had newly arrived
at american universities spolsky felt that the indirect
questionnaire was more sensitive than the direct one since

its results were less disguised by student inhibition the
study reaffirmed the importance of attitude as one of the

factors explaining degree of proficiency a student achieves

in learning a second language p 281

in 1974 gardner et al developed a model see

figure 2 of second language acquisition which considers

proficiencyiciency

spolsky
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the social milieu in which the second language is learned

individual differences in intelligence aptitude and moti-

vation and the context in which the second language is
acquired for the adult immigrant the social milieu means

any influence the native language group in the community

will have on his views of the target language group if
those views are positive and bilingualism is acceptable

it increases the learners success in learning the new

language naturally the learning will be more difficult
if the influences are negative the rest of the model is
a summary of the research done by gardner and lambert and

others during the 1960s19601 and 1970

in 1977 oileroller et al conducted the first study in a

series of four related investigations dealing with attit-
udes and attained proficiency in ESL 1977a1977 it was a

continuation of the research originated by gardner and

lambert and continued by spolsky 1969 subjects in the

first study were chinesespeaking foreign students working

toward degrees in the united states for each study the
subjects varied but the instruments remained the same

with a few modifications an attitude questionnaire an

indirect measure of attitudes in the form of spolskyspolskyssmolskys

design 1969 with four identity scales each one consist-
ing of thirty unipolar adjectives direct questions asking

about reasons for coming to the united states and reasons

for learning english adapted from gardner and lambert

s 1970s
f

1

chinese speaking

s

a
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1972 english proficiency was measured by a clozealoze test
results of a factor analysis of the attitude scales revealed
meaningful clusters of attitudinal variables which were

related to scores on the clozealoze test via a multiple regres-

sion analysis it was found that there was a positive

correlation between attained proficiency in ESL and

subjects attitudes toward themselves toward speakers

of their native language and toward the target language

group the relation between attained proficiency and

attitudes toward the target language group seemed more

complex than between attained proficiency and attitudes
toward self and the native language group the more the

subjects thought americans were helpful kind sincere

reasonable and friendly the better they did on the clozealoze

test
in the two subsequent studies chihara and oileroller

1978 asakawa and oileroller nd japanese learners of EFL

were investigated the relationship between attitudes and

attained proficiency was much weaker than with the chinese

ESL learners which had been expected chihara and oileroller
1978 found that attitudes seemed to be equally favorable

toward americans and japanese since negative or insignifi-
cant correlations were observed where positive correlations
were expected chihara and oileroller suggested two possible
explanations either the relationship between the attit-
udes and the attainment of proficiency in a target

variablesabies
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language is indirect as suggested by gardner to the

authors or the validity of the attitude measures is
questionable oileroller andandperkinsperkins 1978 have discussed

the influence of verbal intelligence on selfreportself
affective

report

measures

although the relationship between attitude and pro-

ficiency again was sustained as stronger for learners in a

second language setting than for learners in a foreign

language setting in oileroller et al 1977b some interesting
differences occurred in comparison to the study with

chinese speakers oileroller et al 1977a subjects in the

last study were mexican american women studying in a job

corps vocational school in new mexico the most apparent

difference between the two populations was their economic

status the chinese students came from a very high socio-

economic group while the mexican american women identified
themselves with the oppressed lower socioeconomicsocio minorityeconomic

of the mexican border towns both groups were instrumentally

oriented but while the chinese were not negatively oriented
toward americans the mexican americans seemed to be anti
integrativelyintegrative oriented toward the american society if
americans were rated high on a factor principally in terms

of positive personal traits the mexican americans did
worse on the clozealoze test the more proficient they were

in english the more negative they became toward americans

mexicans were rated more favorably than americans on 21

ficiency

ly
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scales and americans more favorably than mexicans on 6

scales this was quite a contrast from the chinese sub-

jects who rated americans more favorably than chinese on

13 scales and chinese more favorably on 16 scales however

there were parallels between the groups when they saw them-

selves and the native language group as high on factors

that could be interpreted roughly as willingness to receive

instruction
in conclusion the studies discussed in this short

review of the literature generally support importance of

the role that attitude plays in learning a second language

the difference between a second and a foreignlanguageforeign

learning

language

context has been recognized in the research
although attitude is not the only factor which influences

the learning process it is a very powerful tool in
explaining the differences of attained ESL proficiency
As discussed in the studies above there are problems and

difficulties in interpreting the results sometimes but it
appears that attitude plays a bigger role in second lan-
guage learning than can actually be demonstratedemonstrateddO



chapter 3

METHODS

subjects

subjects participating in the present study were

thirty swedish immigrants in salt lake city utah see

table 1 all of the subjects were members of the church

of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday subjects ranged in
age from 42 to 82 years of age eighteen of the subjects

were females and twelve were males fourteen subjects
were members of the swedish branchbranchy and sixteen were me-
mbers of various american wards in the salt lake city area

eight of the fourteen swedish branch members were

married which made four couples within the branch two

females in the branch were widowed but their husbands had

been swedish one female was divorced and only the husband

of another couple participated in the study two females

had american spouses the american ward members consisted
of four swedish couples only the wife of one swedish

couple four females and three males married to american

spouses the american spouse had in six cases been to
sweden on a mission for the church or had lived in sweden

for an extended period of time

26
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seventy percent of the subjects had lived in the

united states for thirty years or longer the average time

spent in america was 29 years and ranged from 18 to 32

years

procedure

since no records were available for a random selec-

tion of subjects an announcement was made of the study

during a meeting in the swedish branch interested members

volunteered to participate and those who had lived in the

united states for approximately twenty years or longer were

eligible to participate names of other swedish immigrants

living in american wards were revealed during the inter-
views and these persons were contacted and asked to

participate in the study it was attempted to achieve

a balance among the subjects of sex occupation and

membership affiliation ie from the swedishspeakingswedish

branch and englishspeakingenglish americanspeaking wards during the

interviews a lot of valuable information concerning the
experiences the immigrants had had in their new homeland

was exposed but this study will focus on readily quanti-

fiable information
A questionnaire requesting demographic information

about the person was filled out for each subject by the

interviewer who visited the home of every subject to
conduct the study the questionnaire was originally

f
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designed to be filled out by the subject himself but since

the interview was felt to be less threatening if it was

done in a conversation this mode was used with all the
subjects however page four was always filled out by the

subject himself as well as the second questionnaire which

dealt with attitudes toward thirteen culture groups the
immigrant himself and how he would like to be finally
the subject was given a multiplechoicemultiple versionchoice of the

bowen integrative grammar test IGT to measure his english

proficiency subject scores and attitude ratings were then

tabulated and analyzed together with the demographic informa-

tion to determine the relationship between english

proficiency and attitudes toward the culture groups the

data was keypunchedkey onpunched cards and the analyses were com-

puted by a 360 computer system

instrumentation

the instruments used to collect data consisted of

two different questionnaires one asking for demographic

information and the other for attitudes held toward

different culture groups and a multiplechoicemultiple versionchoice

of the bowen IGT

demographic questionnaire

the questionnaire was designed to collect demogra-

phic information about the background of the subjects

besides asking for information on age citizenship
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emigration yearyears spousess nationality and which language

was first spoken in the home there were questions on the
amount of english training the subject had had both in
sweden and in the united states the amount was expressed

in years schooling in sweden as well as in the united

states was checked together with an openendedopen questionended on

which major vocations the subjects had had in both countries

the next section of the questionnaire asked for per-

centage of time swedish was spoken to spouse children and

friends in the swedish community and how many of the sub-

jects friends were swedes membership affiliation of the
swedish branch was another question

two questions were concerned with the use of english

and swedish in daily life and in thinking and planning the

subject could choose between english or swedish always

english or swedish most of the time or half of the time

english and half of the time swedish they also rated their
spousesspouse english in comparison to their own proficiency as

better about the same or not as good

the subjects rated their english proficiency in the

four skill areas listening speaking reading and writing
on two occasions when they first came to the united states
and today the sevenpointseven scalepoint went from beginning level
to that of an educated native on the same type of a seven

point scale they rated their english and also their swedish

proficiency today with extremely comfortable and extremely

ls
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uncomfortable on opposite ends of the scale the final
question asked whether one language was preferred over the

other in specific situations

attitude questionnaire

the attitude questionnaire consisted of twelve

bipolar adjectives being rated on a sevenpointseven scalepoint for

fifteen different groups the bipolar adjectives were con

fidentaident unconfident religious not religious ambitious

not ambitious polite impolite intelligent not intelligent
friendly unfriendly optimistic pessimistic outgoing

reserved honest dishonestdishonesty helpful not helpful attrac-
tive plain and competitive not competitive on the

questionnaire the positive and negative adjectives were

mixed to avoid a trend to only mark one side A swedish

translation of the adjectives was provided as a help on the

first page the fifteen groups being rated on the adjectival

scale were in order as they appeared on the questionnaire

americans in general russians mexicans yourself finns
swedish mormonscormonsMor germansmons swedes in general black americans

norwegiansNorwegia american mormonscormonsMor americanmons indians how

americans perceive swedes british and how you would like
to be A new group was rated on each page instructions
on how to fill out the questionnaire were given orally

IGT

the bowen integrative grammar test was used to
measure the subjects english proficiency the testlest was

religiousnot
intelligentnot

helpfulnot
competitivenot

1 he

ns

stic
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developed by dr J donald bowen and was constructed to
identify and rank nonnativenon englishnative speakers of different
levels of competence bowen 19755 in the test the
subject is asked to reconstruct certain obscurred words by

quickly reflecting on sentence analysis the distortions
construction reduction and assimilation which are

natural in normal speech force the listener to rely on his
underlying competence in grammar to interpret the message

the subject has to write down the second word in each

sentence although the words are not pronounced separately

the test consists of two sections of fifty items recorded

on tape the sections are identical but in the first part

the items are in a sequence of grammatical similarity and

in the second part the same items are in a scrambled

sequence four examples are given at the beginning of the

test and any questions are answered thereafter once the

test starts the sentences are read without repetition with

approximately four to five seconds between each sentence

to facilitate using the IGT with the swedish imm-

igrants a few minor modifications were made since

writing was by far their weakest skill area a multiple

choice version of the IGT was prepared the distractorsdis
were

tractors
generated from errors made by students who had taken

the original version of the IGT in the brigham young

university intensive english program during the pretestpre test
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of the questionnaires both versions of the IGT were given

the original IGT was found to be very frustrating since

the three pretestpre subjectstest were quite advanced and many of

the immigrants would be on a lower levellevelslevei it was decided to

use the multiplechoicemultiple versionchoice of the IGT in the study

the scores on the multiplechoicemultiple versionchoice of the IGT were

higher than on the original test but the rank order among

the three subjects remained the same it was important to

make the subjects feel at ease and make their participation
in the study a pleasant experience

another modification made was that only the first
part of the IGT was given bowen 1975 found that by

giving the second fifty items there was a slight improve-

ment in the scores which would be accounted for by

practice effect however the differences between the

scores was not significant the same time limitslimit four to

five seconds was given to the subjects to circle the

correct answer the test was not given on tape but by

the author since it was inconvenient to use a tape in a

home situation where the phone would ring children would

come bursting in or other unplanned interruptions could

easily happen compared with the controlled atmosphere of

a classroom situation

data analysisanalysianalyse

this study attempted to determine how much of the

variance in swedish mormon immigrants1immigrants english proficiency1
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could be attributed to sociological forces it was

hypothesized that a more positive attitude toward the
target language group would relate positively with higher

proficiency in english it was also anticipated that me-
mbers affiliated with the swedish branch would have a less
positive attitude toward the target language group than

american ward members thus the former group would have

lower proficiency in english since the majority of the

older immigrants belonged to the swedish branchbranchy it was

anticipated that a definite relationship would be demo-

nstrated between age and english proficiency

the basic design of this study then was descripdescript

tiveotiveliveo but a complementary empirical evaluation was also
employedemdemp toloved analyze the relationship between test scores

and demographic information an analysis of variance was

not appropriate due to the limited number of subjects in

the study therefore t tests were used to determine the
significance of differences between the means

to determine the effectiveness of the individual
items of the MC version of the bower IGT as well as the

reliability of the test an item analysis was performed

an iterated principal factors method of factor analysis
from the statistical application software package SAS

was used to analyze the attitude questionnaire the

varimax rotated factor pattern and factor scores were

then plotted on graphs
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RESULTS

the major purpose of this study was to examine the

differences in attitude toward the target and native
language groups among swedish mormon immigrants the

primary intent was to provide descriptive data and not

to test hypotheses the thirty subjects filled out the

questionnaire with the sevenpointseven bipolarpoint adjective

scales for each culture group since two subjects had

marked only the opposite ends of the scales their data

could not be used in this analysis the number of sub-

jects therefore decreased to twenty eight

iterated principalprinclpa factors method
of factor analysis

after having examined the major differences
between test scores and demographic variables ten groups

were chosen for the principal factor analysis age at
the time of emigration below 30 and above 30 years of age

membership affiliation swedish branch and american ward

spouses nationality american and swedish amount of

english instruction in sweden less than a year and more

than a year and a high and a low english proficiency
group as measured by the multiplechoicemultiple bowenchoice IGT the

35
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ten groups were not made up of totally different subjects
consequently there were some overlapping between the
groups

the data were analyzed by first obtaining the mean

ratings given the fifteen culture groups on the twelve

adjectives by each of the ten groups of swedish immigrants

an explanation of this kind of analysis is found in a

similar study by madsen jones 9 and brown 1981 in which

affect was measured for different kinds of language tests
used in german classes at brigham young university

figure 3 provides two ratings by the group of

immigrants who were below 30 years of age when they first
came to the united states it shows how the fifteen
culture groups are compared on two separate and contrasting
adjectives religious and intelligent the mean

ratings are shown both on a z score scale that to the
right of each line and on the point7point7 raw score scale

that to the left of each adjective scale the raw score

spread in mean ratings is greater for religious than for

intelligent the number 1 end of the scale indicates
positive traits while number 7 is negative therefore
the lower the mean the more positively the adjective is
rated

figure 4 gives the results of these two adjective
ratings combined in one plot the mean ratings of the

fifteen culture groups are plotted on the graph as small
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disks showing a bivariate relationship for the culture
groups and the two bipolar adjective variables religious
not religious and intelligent not intelligent the

figure shows 9 for example that the subjects in this group

who were below 30 years of age when they first came to the

united states saw themselves as very religious but not

quite as intelligent as they would like to be it would

take numerous such plottingsplot totings show this kind of bivariate
relationship for the fifteen culture groups for every

possible pair of the twelve bipolar adjective variables
madsen jones and brown 198117 point out that
fortunately there is considerable redundancy among these

0 0 0 variables and further describe the analysis used in

this study

the matrices of means for each of the ten groups of
swedish immigrants were used to compute correlation
matrices to show the relationships among the twelve
adjectives these were then analyzed by means of a
principal factor analysis in order to find the
data rotation that would display the fifteen culture
groups relative to the twelve adjective variables
in the particular dimensionaltwodimensionaltwo orientation that
accounts for the most variance in mean ratings1ratings

figure

1

5 shows the results of this analysis which

is a summary of all the information in the ratings it
includes the same information as figure 4 but shows all
twelve variables at the same time instead of just two

the factor scores of the fifteen culture groups are

material in brackets is related to this study
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superimposed upon the factor pattern of the twelve adjec-

tive variables madsen jones and brown 198119 explain

that
for the factor score plottingplotpiot thetings circle represents
two standard deviation units from the origin the
means of the variables for the factor pattern on
which the factor score positions are superimposed the
circle represents the vector length at which all the
variance in a particular adjective variable is con-
tained in this dimensionaltwodimensionaltwo representation vectors
that come short of the circle represent a variable that
has a portion of its variance accounted for by another
dimension beyond this dimensionaltwodimensionaltwo plot

in figure 5 84.4844 of the total variance in the mean ratings

of the fifteen culture groups on all twelve adjective

variables is accounted for in the dimensionaltwodimensionaltwo plotting
in examining the factor pattern for the adjective variables

it is interesting to notice how each adjective variable

relates to the others in the dimensionaltwodimensionaltwo space

intelligent and religious seem to be loading on

different factors A cluster very close to intelligent
on factor I1 is made up of ambitious honesthonesty confident

attractive competitive and polite11polite the shortness of

the vector attractive indicates that part of the

variance for this particular variable is accounted for

in another dimension optimistic and helpful form

one cluster in the middle while friendly and outgoing

are closest to the independent vector religious and load

on factor II11 honesthonesty which one might expect to cluster
with religious instead clusters with ambitious confi-

dent and competitive

11

844
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tnavans

figure 5 A plotting of the factor scores computed from
the mean ratings which the fifteen culture groups received
from the 15 subjects who were below 30 years old when they
emigrated this is superimposed upon the factor pattern
plotting of the vectors for the twelve adjective rating
variables
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the group below 30 years of age at the time of

emigration viewed themselves as being the most religious
group of all fifteen culture groups and very close to
where they would like to be on this vector americansJAme inricans
general and american mormons were next on the religious
scale swedes in general were found to be the most

unreligious group while swedish mormons were found to
be more or less neutral in terms of the variablereligious
but more intelligent than the american mormonscormonsMor americansmons

in general and where the subjects would like to be were

the most intelligent groups it is interesting to note

how this group which scored significantly higher on the

multiplechoicemultiple bowenchoice IGT than did the companion group

thus demonstrating higher proficiency in english sees

itself as being very close to american mormonscormonsMor themons target
language and culture group but wanting to be like americans

in general who were rated more intelligent than any other
group the group seems to have a low estimate of its own

intelligence only american mormonscormonsMor howmons americans perceive

swedes russians mexicans blacks and indians were rated

lower on the scales swedish mormons were also rated as

more ambitious honest confident competitive and polite
than american mormonscormonsMor swedesmons in general were rated low

on the clusters optimistic helpful and friendly out-

going generally speaking this group rates americans

in general rather high on all variablesvariable

variable religious
american

sO
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figure 6 shows the pattern and plottingsplot comparabletings
to figure 5 but this time for the group of immigrants who

were over 30 years of age when they first came to the

united states the factor pattern is quite similar to

that for the first group figure 5 with religious
loading on one factor and outgoing and friendly as

the next cluster then polite optimistic and helpful

while competitive forms an independent

vector

the factor score plottingsplot showtings some interesting

similarities as well as differences blacks indians and

mexicans are not looked upon very favorably by either
group they are rated as being untelligentintelligentuntell unattractiveigent

dishonest unambitious and lacking in confidence swedes

in general are again rated as very unreligious although

not the last group this time but quite high on compet-

itive intelligent attractive etc this group which

scored significantly lower on the multiplechoicemultiple bowenchoice IGT

than the other group thus demonstrating lower proficiency

in english sees itself not quite as religious nor as

intelligent as the younger group perceived itself
figure 5 in contrast to the younger immigrants who

rated american mormons closest to themselves the older
group figure 6 rated americans in general closest to
themselves the older group sees american mormons as

11 intelligent11intelligent clusters with attractive honest ambitious

and confident
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intelligent attractive honest ambitious and confident

but not as very religious swedish mormons are not rated
very different from american mormonscormonsMor whichmons means that the

older group does not see much difference between the two

groups although the older group would like to be a little
more religious and more intelligent the difference between

where it sees itself and where it would like to be is not

as great as that of the younger group

we will now examine the comparable figures for the

fourteen subjects belonging to the swedish branch in salt
lake city figure 7 and the sixteen subjects belonging to
american wards figure 8 the factor patterns are quite

similar to figures 5 and 6 religious friendly and

outgoingfloutgoing group together on factor II11 for all figures

and all the other vectors seem to follow in approximately

the same order optimistic helpful and polite which

seem to indicate personality always seem to come in the

middle intelligent and competitive which seem to

indicate ability always load on factor I1 taking turns

being the independent vector or clustering with the other

variables confident ambitious etc
both the swedish branch and american ward members

see themselves as very religious but not very intelligent
american ward members figure 8 rated american mormons

closest to themselves while swedish branch members

figure 7 saw americans in general closer to themselves

fl
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figure 7 A plotting of the factor scores computed from
the mean ratings which the fifteen culture groups received
from the 14 subjects who were members of the swedish branch
this is superimposed upon the factor pattern plotting of
the vectors for the twelve adjective rating variables
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the mean ratings which the fifteen culture groups received
from the 14 subjects who were members of american wards
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there is a vast difference between where the american ward

members are figure 8 and where they would like to be

they would like to be more intelligent competitive etc
and a little less religious they rated americans in
general higher on intelligent competitive etc which

is closer to where they would like to be and american

mormons higher on religious outgoing friendly the
swedish branch members figure 7 do not differ as much

between where they would like to be and where they are

they would like to increase a little in all adjective

traits american mormons are rated higher than swedish

mormons and americans in general except for religious
and competitive which seems to indicate that american

mormons are a group the swedish branch members idealize
according to american ward members figure 8 swedish

mormons are more honest and intelligent but not as

religious as american mormonscormonsMor bothmons groups felt that
swedes in general were unreligious but the swedish

branch members figure 7 felt that swedes in general

were very intelligent confident etc while american

ward members figure 8 rated them as quite neutral in

those areas american ward members felt that americans

perceive swedes as intelligent ambitious competitive

etc but not very religious swedish branch members

figure 7 on the other hand felt that americans perceive

swedes as quite religious but not very intelligent and

confident

a0srwJFW
A 0
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figure 9 shows the twenty subjects who were married

to swedish spouses and figure 10 the eight subjects who

were married to american spouses the factor patterns are

quite similar to the earlier figures with some small

differences for example honest clustering with polite
and optimistic instead of confident etc in figure 9

intelligent and competitive are clustering together

in both figures instead of forming independent vectors

swedes in general are considered unreligious by

both groups but subjects with swedish spouses figure 9

view them more positively than subjects with american

spouses figure 10 as far as the adjectives intelligent
competitive ambitious etc are concerned in the eyes

of the subjects with american spouses figure 10 swedes

in general are one of the most negatively rated groups on

all variables the subjects with swedish spouses

figure 9 saw themselves as very religious quite friendly
and outgoing but not very ambitious confident or helpful
and not competitive or intelligent they felt they were

closer to americans in general than to any other group

they would like to be much more intelligent confident

etc swedish mormons are rated higher on religious
friendly outgoing honest and optimistic than american

mormonscormonsMor butmons they in their turn are rated higher on helpful

confident ambitious attractive competitive and

intelligent

f
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figure 10 A plotting of the factor scores computed from
the mean ratings which the fifteen culture groups received
from the 8 subjects who had american spouses this is
superimposed upon the factor pattern plotting of the
vectors for the twelve adjective rating variables
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the subjects with american spouses figure 10 saw

themselves as religious outgoing friendly optimistic
and helpful they saw themselves as more intelligent
competitive etc than the other subjects figure 9 and

saw both american mormons and americans in general as being

very close to where they were figure 10 the factor
score for where they would like to be is plotted outside

the circle meaning they aspire to excellence in unusually

high qualities on virtually all adjective variables
swedish mormons are rated as not being very religious
but slightly more intelligent than americans in general

and brighter than they themselves are and brighter than

american mormonscormonsMor themons two groups agree upon the fact that
americans perceive swedes as quite ambitious intelligent
etc but subjects with swedish spouses figure 9 think

americans perceive swedes as more religious and more

polite optimistic helpful subjects with american

spouses figure 10 think americans perceive swedes as

being not very outgoing or friendly

the next comparable figures are for the ten sub-

jects who had the highest scores on the multiplechoicemultiple

bowen

choice

IGT figure 11 and the ten subjects who had the

lowest scores on the test figure 12 the factor pattern

in figure 11 for the twelve adjective variables is not

very different from earlier figures but the two vectors

competitive and religious in figure 12 are further

to
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from the 10 subjects with the lowest scores on the IGT
this is superimposed upon the factorsactor pattern plotting of
the vectors for the twelve adjective rating variables
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apart than in any other figure so far the factor scores

in these figures are by far the most interesting we have

seen for the first time the subjects rate themselves

rather positively on intelligent figure 11 and they

have a more positive view of themselves overall these
subjects scored the highest on the test they also rated

american mormons higher than americans in general on

intelligent ambitious honest confident competitive

attractive polite optimistic and helpful these
variables are toward where the subjects would like to be

it is of interest to notice that the subjects do not want

to be religious at allaillailialiail americans in general are rated
high on friendly outgoing and religious and so are

swedish mormonscormonsMor butmons these two groups are also considered

unintelligent
the ten subjects who had the lowest score on the

test figure 12 have a very different view of themselves

in comparison with the high scorers on the test figure 11

in figure 12 the subjects see themselves as very religious
outgoing and friendly and quite helpful polite but not

very optimistic ambitious or confident quite unintelligent
and not at all competitive americans in general are rated
very close to the way they are instead of increasing in
positive adjective traits these subjects would not mind

decreasing some of them for example intelligent confident

etc they seem to be very content with the way they are
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swedish mormons are rated as one of the most intelligent
groups while american mormons are rated as quite religious
but not as intelligent the subjects with low test scores

figure 12 think that americans perceive swedes more

positively than the subjects with high test scores

figure 11

the last two comparable figures are for the thir-
teen subjects who had had no english or less than one year

of english instruction in sweden figure 13 and the fif-
teen subjects who had had more than one year of english

instruction figure 14 the factor patterns in these
two figures are very similar to the ones in figures 11 and

12 there are several similarities in factor scores

between figures 13 and 14 they view where they would

like to be about the same as well as how americans per-

ceive swedes and swedes in general americans in general

are viewed as being more religious than american mormons

and swedish mormons by both groups american mormons are

more intelligent than swedish mormons and americans in
general the subjects with more english instruction
figure 14 saw themselves as being more intelligent

ambitious etc than the subjects with less english

instruction figure 13 who saw themselves lower than

americans in general

p
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figure 14 A plotting of the factor scores computed from
the mean ratings which the fifteenfifteefifteen culture groups received
from the 15 subjects who had had more than one year of
english instruction in sweden this is superimposed upon
the factor pattern plotting of the vectors tor the twelve
adjective rating variables
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results of the MC version of
the bowen IGT

in spite of the fact that the IGT had not been

normed in its multiplechoicemultiple versionchoice an item analysis
showed that only seven out of fifty questions had to have

their distractorsdis rewrittentractors to meet discrimination and

level of difficulty standards see appendix B the test
discriminated well between the thirty subjects in
contrast to the principal factor analysis all thirty
subjects are accounted for in this analysis As table 2

shows the mean of the IGT was 33.06733067 or 66 percent and

both the median and the mode were 35 the test scores

ranged from 13 to 45 producing a 32point32 rangepoint the

standard deviation was 10.23010230 the reliability
coefficient was found to be very high .929929 since

the test was not speeded the 21 formula

was employed

table 2 results of the MC bowen IGT

mean

median

mode

standard deviation
range

reliability KR 21

33.0673306733067
35.00035000
35.00035000

10.23010230

32.00032000
.929929

kuder richardson

MIC

929

929
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branchwardBranc membershiphWard affiliation
table 3 shows the means of the IGT test scores

produced by swedish branch members compared with those of

american ward members A t test of independent means dis-

closed a significant difference between the two groups

with the american group scoring 1178 points higher on

the IGT the same table shows no significant difference

in english proficiency between overall male and female

english proficiency as measured by the IGT

A more revealing breakdown occurs when the males

and the females are compared within and between the two

groups although the differences are not significant
except in the case of the male comparison it is interesting
to note that the females scored higher than the males in the

swedish branch group the difference between the males in

the two groups is significant and quite big 15.8158 points

females in the american wards scored 9.292 points higher than

the swedish branch females but the difference is not

significant however the fact that swedish immigrants

in american wards scored better on the IGT shows that their
english proficiency is higher than that of the swedish

branch members

occupationsoccupati
an interesting observation can be made by com-

paring the subjects occupations in the united states with

ons

158

92
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the differences in mind on table 3 table 4 lists the

occupations by sex in the swedish branch and american

wards

table 3 comparison of test score means swedish branch
and american ward members

source N IGT M sign level

swedish branch 14 26.7926792679
.001001

american ward 16 38.5638563856

males 12 33.4233423342

females 18 32.8332833283

swedish branch males 5 24.2024202420

swedish branch females 9 28.2228222822

NS

NS

american ward females

american ward males

swedish branch males

american ward males

american ward females

swedish branch females

9 37.4437443744
7 40.0040004000

5 24.2024202420
7 40.0040004000

9 37.4437443744
9 28.2228222822

NS

.002002

NS
ame v- ican

002

vlcan
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table 4 main occupation held by subject in the united
states

males in
american wards

assistant manager

bookkeeper

civil service
technician

general contractor

insurance salesman

interior designer

painter
IGT mean 40

females in
american wards

artist
bookkeeper 2

housewife 3

sales clerk

translator

raw IGT

44

38

35

36

43

40

44

00

raw IGT

45

3940

143045
44

45

males in
swedish branch

accountant

carpenter

painter 2

printer

IGT mean 24

females in
swedish branch

candy packer

housemaid 3

housewife 2

office clerk
shipping supervisor

raw

1733

20

raw

152526
1335

IGT

34

13

24

IGT

29

43

33

water safety I1
instructor 35

IGT mean

17

37.4437443744 IGT mean

242024.202420

28.222822

400040.00
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by judging the nature of the above occupations in
terms of contact with the target language it seems as if
both the males and the females in the american group have

held occupations requiring more interaction with members

of the target language the swedish branch members are

mostly in the blue collar working class while the majority

of the american ward members belong to the white collar
working class

spousesSpouse nationality and
subjects citizenship

nine of the subjects in american wards were married

to native english speakers seven of them were members of

american wards while only two were members of the swedish

branch although all of the american spouses had a good

understanding and speaking knowledge of swedish most of

them felt uncomfortable moving to the swedish branch when

it was organized in 1963 because their families had

become established in american wards the swedish spouses

who had had to make the cultural adjustments felt that they

had become americanized and that the language barrier had

been overcome

table 5 shows a comparison between the means of

those who have a native american spouse compared with those
who have a swedish spouse the subjects who have a native
american spouse show a significant difference in test
scores by 10.221022 points the lowest raw score for a

ls
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subject with an american spouse is 35 compared with 13 for
a subject with a swedish spouse

table 5 influence on test scores by spouses nationality
and subjects citizenship

source N IGT M sign level

american spouse 9 40.224022

swedish spouse 21 30.0030003000

american citizenship 24 34.253425

swedish citizenship 6 28.332833

011.0111011

NS

there were only six subjects who had retained their
swedish citizenship five out of the swedish citizensitizenscitizens were

female the reason given why they had kept their swedish

citizenship was financial every swedish citizen is by

law entitled to a small pension after the age of 65

whether he or she is living in sweden or abroad since

the females did not have or had not had a profession in
the united states from which they could collect a pension

the swedish pension came in as extra spending money it
was also pointed out that an american citizenship did not

give them any benefits over the swedish so they felteltfeiteit it
was a useless changeover although the swedish citizens
mean score is lower than the american citizens by 5.92592592
points the difference is not statistically significant

american

c

fbenesits
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english training in sweden and
the united states

none of the subjects had had any english training
in the united states in the form of ESL courses tele-
vision radio and movies had been the teaching tools for
many they simply had to learn the language as they tried
to progress in their jobs or as they went shopping and

went to church some had had english instruction in the
upper level of swedish schools but this was only in
exceptional cases 4 out of 30 once the immigration

plans were in full swing the missionaries took the time

to teach the immigrants some english before they left
sweden

some of the immigrants had served a threeyearthree
mission

year

for the mormon church in sweden and had had

american companions who did not know how to speak

swedish when they first got to sweden the native swedes

had helped them to learn swedish and had in that way

learned some english

the amount of english training in sweden correlates
well to test scores the subjects were asked if they had

had more than three years of english training in sweden

one to three years less than one year or none table 6

illustrates the mean score for each group and the raw

score on each level one has to keep in mind that the

kind of english training the majority is talking about is
informal

sh
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table 6 amount of english language training in sweden
compared with IGT scores

source N M SD

more than 3 years of english 4 40.7540754075 435

131 years3 of english 12 38.173817 6.19619619gig
averageoverAvera I11geover year 16 3881a3881 5.76576a

less than I11 year of english 6 28.332833 10.951095
no english 8 25.132513 11.181118
averageunderAverage 1Iunder year 14 2650326.5032650 10.7810781078a

he difference between those with under 1 year of
training and those with over 1 year is significant at the

.001001 level

the four groups were collapsed into two and a two

tailed t test was performed to determine whether the

difference between the groups was significant or not

table 6 shows that the difference indeed is significant
with the mean difference being 12.3112311231 points

schooling in sweden and the
united states

the schooling in sweden for most subjects was

limited to six or eight years of compulsory education

only one subject had any university background nine had

taken trade courses the difference of the overall means

was not significant as shown in table 7 in the united

states very fewsew entered any schools but two subjects had

achieved university degrees another two high school degreesdegre

athe

ew

esp

576

26503
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and seven subjects had gone through special trade or busi-

ness courses there is a significant difference between

the means of those who have had any type of schooling in
the united states and those who have not

table 7 amount of schooling in sweden and the united
states

sign
source N M level

minimum schooling in sweden 20 30.8530853085

additional schooling in sweden 10 37.5037503750
NS

schooling in the united states 11 39.9139913991
no schooling in the united states 19 29.112911

004

age upon arrival to the united
states

it is believed that the older one gets generally

the more difficult it becomes to learn a new language the

results in table 8 seem to confirm this belief the ove-
rall mean for those over 30 years of age when they first
emigrated was 26.072607 while the mean for those under 30 years

of age was 40.074007

use of the swedish language

there have been many questions concerning the kind

of swedish that is spoken by the swedish branch members

there is quite a bit of mixing of the two languages

although some claim they speak a pure and perfect swedish
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the subjects were asked how much swedish they spoke

to their spouse and to their children as well as how many

swedish friends they had their answers were expressed as

less than 25 about 25 about 50 about 75 or about

100 to facilitate use of a twotailedtwo ttailed test the four

groups were collapsed into two groups with the help of a

list of frequencies in the two situations when swedish

was spoken to spouse or to children and when asking for the

number of swedish friends the immigrants had the differ-
ences of the means were significant table 9 shows the

results of the amount of swedish spoken to spouse

table 9 amount of swedish spoken to spouse

source N IGT M sign level

25 or less swedish spoken 10 40.004000
.007007

50 or more swedish spoken 20 29.6029602960

of the ten subjects using swedish 25 or less with their
spouse eight were members of american wards the other
two from the swedish branch had american spouses all the

nine subjects who had an american spouse spoke swedish 25

or less with them

sixteen subjects spoke 50 or more swedish to their
children while fourteen spoke less than 25 the majority

of the subjects had spoken swedish 100loo to their first10000

007
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children but had usually switched to english when the first
child started school the children could not keep the two

languages apart and situations occurred when they would be

teased by their friends for using a funny word instead of

the regular english word most of the subjectssubjects1 children
could understand swedish today but their ability to speak

swedish varied greatly from person to person some of the

children had served missions for two years for the mormon

church in sweden and had thus learned their parents

language table 10 gives a breakdown of swedish spoken to

children by both american ward and swedish branch members

table 10 amount of swedish spoken to children by american
ward and swedish branch members

no of american no of swedish
ward members branch members

less than 25

about 50

about 75

about 100

10

4

2

4

2

2

6

american ward members use less swedish than swedish

branch members do whether they are speaking to spouse or

children six swedish branch members speak swedish 100

of the time to their children in comparison to none of the

american ward members the average age of the six swedish

branch members was 77 years

f

1



71

in table 11 the last three categories in table 10

were collapsed so that a t test could be performed there
was a significant difference in overall means with the sub-

jects using less than 25 swedish to their children scoring

11.261126 points higher than the group using swedish 50 or more

table 11 amount of swedish spoken to children

source N IGT M sign level

less than 25 swedish spoken 14 39.073907
.002002

50 or more swedish spoken 16 27.812781

it is important to have english speaking friends in
order to achieve a higher level of proficiency in a second

or foreign language the members of the swedish branch are
a very closeknitclose groupgroupsgrouppknit who like to have many social

activities and celebrate swedish holidays one of the

objectives of the swedish branch is in fact to keep up the

traditional celebrations of swedish holidays not only for
members of the branchbranchy but also for members in the community

therefore there are many swedes who live in american wards

but occasionally attend the swedish branch functions on

holidays A distribution of the number of friends belonging

to the swedish community between swedish branch and american

ward members is shown in table 12

002



swedisiedi sh

72

table 12 number of friends belonging to the swedish
community by american ward and swedish branch members

source
american ward swedish branch

members members

fewer than 25

about 25

about 50

about 75

about 100

the number of swedish friends is more evenly dis-
tributed for the american ward members than for the swedish

branch members who have at least 50 or more of their
friends belonging to the swedish community eight subjects
only had swedish friends and six of them had the lowest

score on the test
table 13 shows that the difference of the overall

mean between those who have 50 or fewer swedish friends and

those who have 75 or more swedish friends is significant

table 13 number of friends belonging to the swedish
community

source N IGT M sign level

50 or fewer swedish friends 14 37.433743
.029029

75 or more swedish friends 16 29.252925

5

1

5 3

3 5

2 8

tributed

029
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the subjects were also asked which language they

used the most in their daily lives and which language they

usually thought and planned in the results are shown in

table 14

table 14 language used most in daily life and in thinking
and planning

source N IGT M sign level

eaet in daily life 16 37.8137813781
secsmdsaesesmsa8 in daily life 14 27.6427642764

eaet in thinking 15 37.533753

SESSA in thinking is15 28.6028602860

.005005

.016016

aea english always

bem english most of the time

E half swedishhalfSwedish englishHalf

SM swedish most of the time

esa swedish always

twelve of the american ward members used english always or

most of the time in their daily lives they also constituted

the majority of the subjects eleven out of the fifteen who

used english always or most of the time when thinking or

planning

eaaemb

eaaemb

secsmdsae

CSE

eSA

005

olg

baet

baet
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eae3

listening

eae3

speaking

eae3

reading

eae3

writing

74

selfratingself ofrating englishSlishenglishEn proficiencyproficiePro

the

ficleficie
subjects rated the four skill areas of listening

speaking reading and writing in terms of their own pro-

ficiency on two occasions when they first came to the

united states and today the results are shown in

table 15 A sevenpointseven scalepoint was used with I11 indicating
beginning level and 7 an educated native

table 15 proficiency ratings in the four skill areas by
immigrants after arrival in the united states and today

source

listening
T

speaking

a emigration

T today
P

a

tb

a

tb

reading a

tb

writing a

tb

N

30

30

30

30

30

30

30

30

IGT M

2.97297297
5.90590590

2.30230230
5.53553553

2.83283283
6.10610glogio

2.27227227
4.63463463

sign level

E

bt

ficiency

glish

.001001
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the gains in proficiency in all four skill areas

are significant at the time of emigration the subjects

rated listening as their strongest skill with reading

following closely behind then speaking and last writing

today the skill rated as the area in which the subjects felt
most proficient was reading with listening speaking and

writing following in that order the skill which they felt
they had improved the most in was reading by 3.27327 points

followed by speaking with 3.23323 points then listening 293

points and the least improved area was writing at 2.37237237

points
subjects also rated how comfortable they felt with

their english and swedish proficiency today on a seven

point scale one end of the scale number 1 was listed as

extremely uncomfortable and the other number 7 as extremely

comfortable the results are illustrated in table 16

table 16 comparison of ratings of swedish and english
proficiency today by american ward and swedish branch members

no more comfcamf more comfcamf
difference w swedish w english

american ward members 7 3 6

swedish branch members 7 7

fourteen subjects felt as comfortable with english as

with swedish while ten felt more comfortable with swedish
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six american ward members felt more comfortable with english

in comparison to none of the swedish branch members

the subjects indicated whether one language was

preferred over the other in specific situations in the

final question on the demographic questionnaire situations
in which some felt more comfortable with swedish than english

were

1 talking about sweden

2 talking about events related to childhood or

youth

3 praying
4 giving a talk or lesson in church

5 explaining or expressing feelings
6 counting
7 being frightened angry or upset

situations in which some felt more comfortable with

english than swedish were

1 talking to doctors
2 expressing spontaneous emotions

3 talking about work politics

0



I1

chapter 5

discussion

the purpose of this study was to examine the rela-
tionship between attained ESL proficiency among swedish

mormon immigrants and their attitude toward the target

culture american cormonsmormonsMor andmons native culture swedish

mormonscormonsMor groupsmons their attitude toward two other culture
groups americans and swedes in general were expected also
to reflect differing relationships between the swedish

immigrants

the twentyeighttwenty subjectseight were divided into five
overlapping subsetssub whosesets attitudes were studied by means

of a principal factor analysis the results illustrated
attitudes toward the fifteen culture groups from different
perspectives american ward or swedish branch members

american or swedish spouses etc the twelve adjective

variables tended to group themselves into one cluster of

religiousloreligious outgoing and friendly reactions on factor
II11 while intelligent competitive and ambitious

loaded on factor the other variables varied slightly
between the two factors

when considering the hypothesis made in chapter 1

that a more positive attitude toward the target culture
77

m ers

tionship

lo
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group would relate positively with high proficiency in
english figures 11 and 12 provide valuable information

the results of these two figures confirm the hypothesis

in that subjects demonstrating a high proficiency in english

show a more positive attitude toward the target culture
group american mormonscormonsMor onmons all adjective variables except

religious than subjects demonstrating low proficiency in
english the latter group rated the native culture group

swedish cormonsmormonsMor moremons positively than the target culture
group on more than half of the adjective variables

it was also anticipated that swedish branch members

would demonstrate lower proficiency in english than american

ward members would as well as a less positive attitude
toward the target culture group than those associated with

an american ward figures 7 and 8 although the results
confirmed the expectation that american ward members would

demonstrate higher proficiency in english than swedish

branch members the hypothesis about more positive attit-

udes was not confirmed swedish branch members rated the
target culture group american cormonsmormonsMor moremons positively
than they did the native culture group swedish mormonscormonsMor

on

mons

all but one adjective variable american ward members

on the other hand rated american mormons more positively
than swedish mormons on only four variables optimistic
friendly outgoing and religious the results indicate

that although swedish branch members are not as proficient
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in the english language as american ward members their
attitude toward the target culture is very positive the

swedish branch members almost seem to have an idealized
view of american mormonscormonsMor sincemons that group probably repre-

sents the body and the leaders of the mormon church at
the same time american ward members have a more positive

attitude toward americans in general on most adjective

variables in interpreting the figures it is quite obvious

that swedes in general are viewed as very unreligious by

all the subjects since most subjects9subjects main reason for
immigrating to the united states was religious this was

expected however the groups demonstrating low proficiency

in english those over 30 years of age swedish branch me-
mbers those with swedish spouses the low third group of

the test scores and those with less than one year of

english training in sweden rate swedes in general higher

than the groups demonstrating high proficiency in english

below 30 years of age american ward members those with

american spouses the high third group of the test scores

and those with more than one year of english training in
sweden

an interesting observation can be made when

americans and swedes in general are compared with each

other on the adjective variables clustering on factor lo10IQ

the groups demonstrating low proficiency in english

figures 6 7 9 12 13 rate swedes in general very

9
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positively on the variables intelligent and competitive

in comparison to americans in generalgenerale who are rated on the
bottom half of all the groups the groups demonstrating

high proficiency in english figures 5 8 10 11 14 rate
americans in general higher than swedes in general on the

variables intelligent etc on three of the five figures
on the two figures where the swedes in general came out in
front of americans in general the difference between the
two groups is very marginal if the two groups americans

and swedes in general are viewed as target and native
culture groups these results confirmed the hypothesis

that a more positive attitude toward the target culture
group would relate positively with high proficiency in
english since the low proficiency groups rated americans

in general less positively than the high proficiency groups

another interesting observation can be made when

these two types of groups are compared on all the figures
the groups demonstrating high proficiency in english per-

ceive themselves as more intelligent confident ambitious

etc than do the low proficiency groups moreover the
subjects in the former groups seemed to have a greater

desire to aspire for excellence on almost all adjective

variables in comparison with the latter groups who seemed

to be quite content with the way they were

thehienie five groups scoring higher on the multiple

choice IGT below 30 etc rated themselves closer to
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the target language groupgroups american mormonemormonsmormonstmocMor thanmonsmonsomonst to the

native language group swedish cormonsmormonsMor thismons indicates
that they identify themselves with the target culture
group the five groups scoring lower on the IGT over

30 etc rated themselves closer to americans in general

than to the native language group swedish mormonscormonsMor

americans

mons

in general is thus the group they identify
themselves with it could very well be considered a

target culture group as previously mentioned but not to

the same extent that american mormons are the subjects

obviously feel more american than swedish after having

spent more than twenty years in the united states
although the twotailedtwo ttailed tests provided useful

information about the significance of differences in means

between groups they were not able to indicate which of the

variables accounted for the mostroostmoost variance in the subjects

test scores figure 15 shows some of the variables
simultaneously age membership affiliation amount of
english training in sweden and spouses nationality
the influence age has on test scores is quite obvious

ten out of thirteen subjects with the lowest test scores
were over 30 years of age and eleven out of 13 belonged

to the swedish branch the influence of the spouses

nationality is also very noticeable subjects with

american spouses did not score below 35 points or 76 per-

cent on the multiplechoicemultiple igtoIGTighochoice the cluster of american
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ward members at the top in comparison with the swedish

branch members at the bottom part of the figure confirm

the observations made previously about the significance

of difference between the american ward membersmembers9 and the
swedish branch membersmembers9 test scores the amount of

informal english language training subjects had had in
sweden is expressed in numbers within the circles and the
squares with a few exceptions the more english training
they had had in sweden the better they did on the test

conclusions and recommendations

the results of this study demonstrate that there
are significant differences between immigrants9immigrants attitudes
toward the target and native culture groups the differ-
ence in attained english proficiency between swedish branch

members and swedish immigrants in american wards is
statistically significant but the attitudes held toward

the target culture group are surprisingly positive by all
subjects A greater difference is found in the attitudes
toward the native culture group where those demonstrating

high proficiency in english show a more negative attitude
than those demonstrating low proficiency the difference

in attitudes between swedish branch and american ward

members thus does not confirm the anticipation in the first
chapter that swedish branch members would have a less posi-

tive attitude toward the target culture group than american

9

9

9
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ward members however when comparing the group with

higher english proficiency to the group with lower pro-

ficiency the hypothesis in chapter 1 was confirmed a

more positive attitude toward the target culture group

does relate positively with high proficiency in english

and a less positive attitude does relate positively with

low proficiency

it was also discovered that those subjects who had

american spouses were below 30 years of age when they

immigrated had had more than one year of english training
in sweden or had had schooling in the united states scored

significantly higher on the multiplechoicemultiple IGTchoice the
swedish branch members spoke more swedish to spouse and

children had more swedish friends used more swedish in

their daily lives and felt more comfortable with swedish

than english in comparison to american ward members all
these factors contributed to the swedish branch members

low proficiency in english but their attitudes toward

american mormons were still very positive it is recom-

mended that a larger sample of subjects be used in a future
study so an analysis of variance can be employed to deter-
mine which of the factors contribute the most for explaining

the variance in subjects test scores

in conclusion it is recommended that further study

of attitudes toward target and native culture groups be

undertaken using the iterated principal factors method

of factor analysis methodology

ficiency
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comparable data could then be analyzed between different
ethnic backgrounds to see if there is any difference in

attitudes toward target and native culture groups by

italians and japanese for example
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demographic questionnaire

identification number

sex

age

citizenship
emigration year
your wifeshusbands nationality
which language did you first speak in your home check
one

swedish english
how much english training swedish schools missionary
lessons did you have before you came to the united states
check one

none

less than 1 year

1 3 years

more than 3 years

how much formal english training high school college
evening classes intensive training etc have you had
in the united states check one

none

less than I11 year

1 3 years

more than 3 years
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what kind of schooling did you have in sweden check allthat apply
folkskolanFolk

realskolanReal

skolan

orskolan similar
studentexamen

hogskolauniversitet
yrkesskola

what kindindrind of schooling have you had in the united states
check all that apply

high school

college

trade school or special courses

none

what was your major vocation in sweden

what has been your major vocation here in the U S

what is the of time you spend speaking swedish to your
husbandwifehusband checkwife one

less than 25

about 25

about 50

about 75

about 100

what is the of time you spend speaking swedish to your
children check one

less than 25

about 25

about 50

about 75

about 100

studentexamen

k school ing
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what of your friends that you interact with socially on
a regular basis belong to the swedish community in salt
lake city check one

less than 25

about 25

about 50

about 75

about 100

how often do you attend the swedish branch in salt lake
city check one

regularly
frequently at least once a month

occasionally special events

are you a member of the swedish branch in salt lake city
check one

yes no

if yes how long have you been a member years

if no have you ever been a member of it check one

yesyeayma no

if yesyea how long were you a member years

do you speak swedish when you associate with the swedes in
the salt lake community check one

yes no

if yes how much of the time do you speak swedish check
one

less than 25

about 25

about 50

about 75

about 100

a



swedisiedi sh
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which language do you speak and use the most in your daily
life check one

english always

english most of the time

half of the time swedishhalfSwedish ofHalf the time
english

swedish most of the time

swedish always

how would you rate your husbandswifes english compared
to your own check one

better about the same not as good

which language do you think in when you are planning things
daydreaming etc

english always

english most of the time

half of the time swedishhalfSwedish ofHalf the time
english

swedish most of the time

swedish always

how would you rate your ability to perform in english when
you first came to the US

listening
non exiexl stent
speakingRe

nonexistentnon

akineakinS

readingreadimll

existent

non exiexlstent
writing

nonexistentnon

educated

existent

native

educated native

educated native

educated native

husband swifesseifesswifes

liste
nonexistentexistent

nonexistent
writ

existent

ses
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how would you rate your ability to perform in english today

listening
nonexistentnon existent educated native
speaking

nonexistentnon existent
reading

educated native

nonexistentnon existent
writing

nonexistentnon existent educated native

educated native

how do you feel about your english proficiency in a general
sense check one

extremely
comfortable

extremely
uncomfortable

how do you feel about your swedish proficiency in a general
sense check one

extremely
comfortable

extremely
uncomfortable

are there any particular areas where you feel more comforta-
ble with one language over the other such as shopping
praying etc
more comfortable with english when

more comfortable with swedish when

liste

read

writ
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attitude questionnaire

below is a list of words that can be used to describe
people think of each word as it might describe

indicate by placing an X in the
appropriate blank how well the word describes the above
mentioned group

1 confident
2 not religious
3 ambitious

4 polite
5 intelligent
6 unfriendly
7 pessimistic
8 outgoing

9 dishonest
10 not helpful
11 attractive
12 competitive

unconfident

religious
unambitious

impolite

not intelligent
friendly
optimistic
reserved

honest

helpful

plain
not competitive
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tapescripttypescriptTape forscript integrative grammar test

in the exercise that follows you are asked to
identify and write down on your paper the full form of
the second word of each sentence you hear in some
sentences the second word will not be pronounced clearly
and separately it may even be contracted with another
word but you should write down its full form as a single
word so if you hear a sentence like whosmhos that you
should write down the word is even though all you heard
was the z at the end of whos

lets try four practice sentences before we start
ready the first will be

sentence A whadjawhadiawladjaghadia do yesterday

write down the full form of the second word

five second pause

have you written the word did you should have since the
sentence slowed down would be what did you do yesterday
and the second word is did try another practice sentence

sentence B dja finish your work by four oclock
write down the full form of the second word

five second pause

what word did you write down it should have been you
since the sentence slowed down is did you finishinishanish your
work by four oclock thats not too hard all you have
to do is think of the sentence in a slowed down version and
then identify the second word

one caution dont add words to the
the sentence just interpret the words that
some sentences are really sentence fragments
commonly found in spoken english heres an

beginning of
are there
of types
example in

sentence C think theyll be back by friday
what is the second word

five second pause

did you write they you should have because they was the
second word used even though the sentence could be expanded

P

riW te

f

don t

here s

chos

chos



I1

gliill
cofcosfeesee

gemlem
gimlim

simlim

100

to a more complete form do you think they will be back by
friday but the correct answer is they from think
they and not you from do you think they

heres the last practice sentence

sentence D gotta go early tomorrow have you

write down the full form of the second word

ivefivelve second pause

which word did you write down it should have been to
since the sentence slowed down is got to go early
tomorrow have you

OK ready letssentences in the exercise
but be sure to finish one
comes along because none
skip a difficult sentence
here we go

go there will be fifty
if you are not sure guess

sentence before the next one
of them will be repeatedrepeat oredwedO
and listen to the next one

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24
25
26

jess s gone over the accounts already has
just s not right for him to work all night is
hes finished with the first test isnt he is
this s got to be the best weve ever done has
wheres there a pharmacy in this part of town is
theres got to be a better way to do this has
just s I1 thought hes not coming as
whats been done to improve the class has
whose dancing 11 be judged best dancing
gonna get here for the soccer match to
cup 0 coffee when you have a minute of
couldacoulta been the postman ringing the doorbell have
wanna rain like the one we had last week a
wanna go with me to the movies tonight to
what a nice drink of orange juice that was a
what n old fool he is to say such a thing an
justice n peace thats what we need and
this n ill do the job all right one
what n the name of heaven are you doing in
want n interesting book to read an
john n nancy re coming to the party tonight and
give em a few days and theyll be back them
give im five minutes and if he doesnt come leave

im him
ahmanaadmana see im in just two weeks am
where m I1 gonna get five thousand dollars am
how 11 he ever get finished in time to go at noon

will

frida they y

f

is
Is

is

Is

in
in
in
in
in ire

im
ill
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I1

I1

I1

breire

ailill
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27 when sh we tell him to finish the schedule shall
28 izzyer brother coming for the graduation your
29 wouldjawouldga like to have the party at my house you
30 let cher brother take your place if you cant come

your
31 so there re no more books in the storeroom

there are
32 so theyre gonna come after all they
33 Is their car the one that was in an accident their
34 what theyre saying shouldnt be repeated they
35 bill r ralph 11 come but the others cant or
36 whose re those keys on the table are
37 saw er come in just a minute ago her
38 D he say what time were supposed to meet tonight

he
39 willy said just what I1 told him to said
40 will e say what I1 told him to he
41 here t seems like were always busy doing something

it
42 here t headquarters it seems like wecewere always busy

at
43 how d he ever be able to get here in time would
44 who d he been to see yesterday had
45 who da thought hedheld ever remember her would
46 what d he do all day at the library did
47 what d he done that made the judge so angry had
48 where d you like to go on your vacation would
49 whattayaattayaWh think 11 happen to the new president do
50 zat a copy of the original document that

shl

ir
ire

DI

it
it we I1 re

id
ida
id

izat
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MCWC VERSION OF THE BOWEN IGTICT

ex A

ex B

ex C

ex 0-

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

3
C

A

B

C

do
you
did

you
finish
did

you
they
think

to
got
go

gone
is
has

not
is
has

finished
is
has

got
is
has

was
is
there

has
is
got

is
I1
as

been
has
is

dancing
is
has

10

11
B8

it12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

A

B

C

A

C

A

8
C

A

BS
C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

8
C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

to
goigot ng
get

coffee
a
of

of
have
been

it
to
a

to
a
go

nice
a
an

an
a
and

an
in
and

and
one
will

the
in
and

an
interesting
a

and
nancy
an

him
a
them

them
him
five

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

8
C

A

B

C

A

8
C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

8
C

A

B

C

A

B

C

going
want
am

1I
am

them

willwiltwili
he
am

she
we
shall

sure
your
her

you
would
your

your
her
us

are
there
any

are
there
they

their
they
are

they
are
their

ralph
and
or

those
are
ounowncunawnonn

them
her
come

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

3
C

A

8
C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

B

C

A

BS
C

A

B

C

he
we
you

wittywilly
he
said

say
he
wiilwinwillwitwili

it
at
seems

is
it
at

would
do
willwittwiltwili

could
did
had

do
would
have

did
would
have

did
he
had

do
would
had

do
a
you

a
that
is

1

going
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raw test scores and occupations held by american ward
members in sweden and the united states

id no

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10100low

11

12

13

14

15

16

IGT score

45

14

38

39

45

40

44

35

43

35

45

36

44

44

40

30

occupation
in sweden

lab technician
housewife

bookkeeper

bookkeeper

actress
sales clerk

electrician

messenger boy

welder

sales clerk

hat designer

sales clerk
office clerk
painter

sales clerk

lab worker

occupation in
the united states

translator
housewifemaidhousewifHousewifehousewife

bookkeeper

emaidemald

bookkeeper

artist
bookkeeper

asstmgr for phone
co

civil ser tech

insurance salesman

water safety instrucinstruct

housewife

general contractor
sales clerk
painter

interior designer

housewife

ions

40

60

80

120

MaidHousew if mald
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raw test scores and occupations held by swedish branch
members in sweden and the united states

id

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

a8

9

10

11

12

13

14

no IGT score

35

24

29

34

17

15

25

26

13

13

35

43

33

33

occupation
in sweden

seamstress

printer
housewife

office clerk
policeman

housemaid

housewife

housemaid

housewife

carpenter

weaver

office clerk
painter

sales clerk

occupation in
the united states

sales clerk
printer
candy packer

accountant

painter
housemaid

housemaid

housemaid

housewife

carpenter

housewife

office clerk
painter
shipping supervisor
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ATTITUDES AND ATTAINED ESL proficiency AMONG FIRST

generation SWEDISH MORMON immigrants

cecilia nihlenihlen0n

department of linguistics and special languages

MA degree august 1981

ABSTRACT

in this thesis project the relationship between
attitudes toward target and native culture groups and
attained ESL proficiency among immigrants was evaluated
the subjects were thirty adult native swedes all members
of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday who had
spent an average of 29 years in the united states four-
teen were members of a swedishspeakingswedish branchspeaking while
sixteen were members of englishspeakingenglish wardsspeaking significant
differences were found in immigrants attitudes toward the
culture groups high english proficiency related positively
with a more positive attitude toward the target culture
group those demonstrating high proficiency viewed the
general native culture group more negatively than those
demonstrating low proficiency immigrants belonging to the
swedish branch scored significantly lower on the test and
so did those with swedish spouses over the age of 30 at
the time of immigration and those who had not had any
english training in sweden these groups also perceived
themselves as less intelligent and less confident than
their companion groups
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