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chapter 1

introduction

PROBLEM AND justification

scholars of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints have often discussed and written about the cor-

poreal nature of god the most prominent reasons for this
continued and consistent attention seem to be 1 the
latterdaylatter saintday understanding of the corporeal nature of
god is quite different from most of the creedal concepts

taught in the christian world and for this reason it has

been stressed by the saints 2 A popular statement by

joseph smith focuses attention on this aspect of deity it
states the father has a body of fleshleshiesh and bones as tan-

gible as mansmansomanew the son also but the holy ghost has not a

body of flesh and bones but is a personage of spirit I1

3 the idea taught by joseph smith in the king follet
discourse2discourseddiscourse and2 also expressed in the following couplet by

the doctrine and covenants salt lake citycityscites the
church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 13022
hereafter cited as dacd&c

2joseph smith histmcethehiojrfhloHiohic jrf U ch of jesus christ
ofItaita3 ec BB edt rev salt
lake citescityxcitys deseret book co 1969 VI 305 hereafter cited
as HC

chri st

popular
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9

church chr ist
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lorenzo snow has been popularizedpopula lorenzorited snow wrote

As man now is god once waswass As god now is man may be 113

the result is that much has beenbee said about the cor-

poreal nature of god whereas little mention has been made of

other importantportantporlant aspects of his being

joseph smith was speaking of the divine nature of
god when he saidsaidssaldmaids

god almighty himself dwells in eternal firefirer flesh
and blood cannot go there for all corruption is de-
voured by fire our god is a consuming fire 4

again

the glory which the father and son have is
because they are just and holy beings and that if they
were lacking in one attribute or perfection which they
have the glory which they have never could be enjoyed
by them for it requires themthernthein to be precisely what they
are in order to enjoy it 5

therhe terms used in the above quotations and others
such as spirit power love justice and goodness refer in

this study to the divine nature of god the need to

understand the divine nature of god was implied by the

3elizaselizabeliza R snow smith biography and family record
of lorenzo snow salt lake city deseret news company
188y 46

4hcjhc VI 366

5lectures of faith As found in the doctrine and
covenants of the church of the latter day saints kirtland
ohio F G williams and co 1835 no VII ppap 697069
hereafter

70
cited as lof J these lectures are sometimes

described as the lectures on faithfaitfalthfalt for example N B lund
walls pamphlet is entitiestgon lationilationalation containing the
lectureslecturlechtur es oj faith salt lake cityCRY 37N howeviettnD efethehowever
originalorigi

ihi
citednaynaF

H

above these lectures are referred to as the
lectures of faithfaithifalthfaitha which is the designation used in thisstesishtesis
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441

prophet joseph smith when he claidsaidsald it is the first prin-
ciple of the gospel to know for a certainty the character
of god 6 the same importance of understanding the char-

acter and attributes of god is stressed in the lectures of

faith which statestatesstated without a correct idea of the character
of god man could not exercise faith unto life and salvation
0 to nor could he without an acquaintance with gods at-

tributes lay hold of eternal lifeilseiiselifeilfe 7117

delimitations IN THE CONCEPT OF
THE DIVINE NATURE

in any study of the nature of god one must recog-

nize the limitations inherent within the finite and temporal

nature of man which limit his comprehension of the power

glory and knowledge of god nevertheless it is important

for man to learn about the divine nature of god or son

pratt said of gods

we worship him because of his glory greatness
goodness justice mercy knowledge and wisdom we
worship him because he has the power to govern and
control the universe and because he has commanded us
so to do a but can we form an idea of the in-
telligence that he possesses we have but a very
limited idea of that he comprehends all things all
things are before him all things are about him and
heho is the great and supreme governor of all the works
of his hands 8

SHC VI 305 jsd no iv P 5351

rsonborson pratt address delivered at salt lake city
march 14 1875 journal of discourses reporter david W

evans XVII london england 1875t7 324

c

orson

powerto

6hcj vipvil 71 of F po

1875

telligence

fig
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it follows that any understanding of god that man

may gain is dependent upon god as the revelator of his own

nature the book of mormon prophet jacob said
behold great and marvelous are the works of the

lord how unsearchable are the depths of the mysteries
of him and it is impossible that man should find out
all his ways and no man knoweth of his ways save it
be revealed unto him wherefore brethren despise not
the revelations of god 9

men who are prophets and apostles have had a special
relationship with god and it is from their experiences candand

knowledge that this thesis draws its information however

it should be kept in mind that these men have had limitations
placed on them as to what they were allowed to understand

about god to moses the lord said

wherefore no man can behold all my works except
he behold all my glory and no man can behold all my
glory and afterwards remain in the flesh on the
earth 10

the apostles and prophets have also had restrictions
placed on them as to what they could reveal to men about

god the prophet alma wrote

it is given unto many to know the mysteries of god
nevertheless they are laid under a strict command that
they shall not impart only according to the portion of
his word which he doth grant unto the children of men

he book of mormon salt lake city the church
of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 jacob 48
hereafter cited as B of M followed by the reference
within

the pearl of great price salt lake city the
church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 moses
15 hereafter cited as P of G P followed by the
reference within

0

lothe

referencearence



lot107 on this subject the
prophet nephi wrote and upon the wings of his spirit hathbath
my body been carried away upon exceeding high mountains
and mine eyes have beheld great things yea even too great
for man therefore I1 was bidden that I1 should not write
them

bab9

manaman7

according to the heed and diligence which they give
unto him

and therefore he that will harden his heart the
samesarnesaraesalae receivethreceive the lesser portion of the word and he
that will not harden his heart to him is given thegreater portion of the word until it is given unto
him to know the mysteries of god until he know them in
fullullfuliuli 11

0

in spite of the limitations on what finiteiniteanite man may

understand or be able to teach concerning the nature of god

there is a limited understanding of god that has been re-

vealed for the understanding of men in speaking of that
which a man can understand about god charles W penrose

saidsaidssaldmaids

now I1 do not pretend to say that there is anybody
living who fully and entirely comprehends god but there
are many people living who have some definite ideas
concerning his ways concerning his will and bat they
understand they are at liberty to declare and to try
and make other people understand particularly if they
are called upon by the lord and authorized by him so
to do now this for want of knowing better
men in these times like men in former days have tried
to find out god and the things of god by human wisdom
and learning and they have failed for man by
searching the scripture says cannot find out god
but god can manifest himself to man and if god chooses
to make himself manifest to his children they can
measurably comprehend him but in their mortal state
in this state of probation in which we live mankind
cannot fully grasp deity to comprehend him as he is in
his majesty and might and power and glory but as I1
said they can measurably comprehend god when he

HB of M alma 12910120107129120 10

B of M 2 nephi 425

6

h im

f

f
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entirely

bythe
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manifhanifests
manifests himself to them and they can understand him
to the extent that he manifests himself to them 12

early in the 19th century joseph smith was chosen

by god to be his spokesman 13 and as such god revealed to
joseph many things pertaining to his nature character and

14appearance it was from this revealed understanding that
joseph taught some of the fundamental truths about god at

the funeral sermon of king follett
god himself was once as we are now and is an

exalted man and sits enthroned in yonder heavens 1.1

that is the great secret if the veil were rent today
and the great god who holds this world in its orbit
and who upholds all worlds and all things by his power
was to make himself visible say if you were to see
him today you would see him like a man in form like
yourselves in all the person image and very form as a
many for adam was created in the very fashion image and
likeness of god and received instruction from and
walked talked and conversed with him as one man talks
and communes with another

it is the first principle of the gospel to
know for a certainty the character of god and to know
that we may converse with him as one man converses with
another and that he was once a man like us yea that
god himself the father of us all dwelt on an earth
the same as jesus christ himself did 15

the prophet joseph smith taught further that god

has a body of flesh and bone 16 and that this body is a

12charles12 Wcharles penrose address delivered at salt lake
city november 16 1884 journal of di scoursesscourkessco reporterurses
arthur winter XXVI london england 1886 181918

see
19

dac 2823282 43t2 473 4 901390190tl 3 1079192
see P of G P JS 21719217 24252425024 25019 dacd&c25 7611147611

192319
14

15hc15hco

23

VIVIPvir 3053050

eesee dacd&c 13022130222 luke 2436402436 40

7

heavens

man

0

1116

discourses

13

14 761

24 0 364003 64

I
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181 ftsee chapter 3 apoppppo 38403840138 401 see40 also chapter 7

apoppppo 808180

the

81

origin of man

8

spiritual11spiritual and glorified body 1171117

another important aspect of the nature of god is
1 Q

the power of eternal lives whereby an eternal father and

mother continue to increase in posterity through out eternity
the first presidency of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints consisting of joseph F smith john R winder and

anthon H lund saidsmaids man as a spirit was begotten and

born f he

A doctrinal exposition by the
first presidency of the church quoted in james R clarkdarkmark
messages of the first prespros idjencyid Vtencyjency salt lake city boo-
kcraft I1 nc t971 205titiics by the writer brigham
young said after quoting genesis 12627126 I1127 believe that
the declaration made in these two scriptures is literally
true god has made his children like himself to stand erect
and has endowed them with intelligence and power and do-
minion over all his works and given them the same attributes
which he himself possesses he created man as we create our
children for there is no other process of creation in heaven
on the earth in the earth or under the earth or in all the
eternities that is that were or that ever will be

salt lake citycityscites deseret book company
1954 p p 551 bruce R mcconkie mormon doctrine salt lake
cityscites bookcraft inc 1958 apppppe 467468467 mlltonmiltonmitton468 R hunter
the gospel through the asesages salt lake citescityscityt stevens and
wallis inc 1945 ppap 9810098100198 loor1001ioor 118120118100loo written120 and pub-
lished under the direction of the general priesthood committee
of the council of the twelve of the church of jesus christ
of latterdaylatter saintsday melchizedek priesthood manual 1946

18

mant

of ayenlyheavenly parents and reared to maturity in the
eternal mansions of the father prior to coming upon the

earth in a temporal body to undergo an experience in mo-

rtality 19

see dacd&c 8872988072908878807 B29 of M

arents2

17

19the

first presidencvPresidenpresidency
0 OP

in 17911 5 1 aicsaias

fieldingsmith
destiny

19541p po 51
0n

throu he

brig-
ham young address delivered at salt lake city june 18
1865 journal of discourses reporter G D watt XI london
england 1867 122 see also joseph fieldingFieldin smith man
his origiorign and desti ny

mil-t

11

29o

cv
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this important relationship of a father and mother

in heaven and the equally important corporeal nature of god

are not emphasized in this thesis but are mentioned as

part of an understanding of god which must not be lost sight
of when other topics pertaining to gods divine nature are

discussed

THE DIVINE NATURE

the divine nature of god as understood in this
thesis will include his attributes qualities endowments

character power and the perfections attached thereto and

will exclude primary consideration of his corporeal nature

admittedly the term diyidayi ne nature may be considered by

some people to have a broader interpretation than that
suggested and hence inclusive of the form or corporeal

nature thus the choice not to include the corporeal nature

within the divine nature may be arbitrary however partial
justification for the limitation here suggested may be indi-

cated by the only scriptural use of the termterms

grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the
knowledge of god and of jesus our lord

according as his divine power hath given unto us
all things that pertain unto life and godliness through
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and
virtuesvirtue

whereby are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promisespromisesspromis thatess by these yeyp might be partakerspartaker s
of the divine nature having escaped trethe corruption
that is in the world through lust 20

202 peter 12412 italics4 by the writer

the

divine

20 2



tfif we were not surrounded by darkness
we could not develop we must taste the bitter in
order to relish the sweetsweett that our spirits mightinight be
purified and that we might exercise our free agency 21

againagainsagainst

we are the children of god and as his children

seventdevent s

10

like peter george Q cannon also uses the term

divine nature to refer to the attributes endowmentsI and

character of god he sayssayssdayss

his reason for placing us here was to developdevelpdevela our
divine natures

there is no attribute we ascribe to him that we donotdo
possess though they may be dormant or in embryo

elder james E talmage indicates that it is through

the divine nature of the father that man is potentially a

george Q cannon address delivered in salt lake
city february 1 1891 quoted in miuennialstar LIII
march 30 1891 195 italics by the writerswritertwrit brighameryerT H

roberts of the first council of seventy wrote of the divine
nature in the seventysSev courseentys in theology it was part
of the mission of the church to manifest this immanent god
as well as god the father he came to reveal the whole of
the divine nature brigham 111 roberts1 seventys course
in theology fifth year divine immanence and the holy
ghost salt lake city deseret news co 1912 V p 12
he also saidsaidssaldmaids one divine nature then is the conclusion
but a divine nature in manifold persons many though indeed
one because harmonized into unity of purpose and will one
divine spirit rising from one divine naturethoughnature par-
ticipated

though
in by many a spirit rising from all intelligences

who have attained to the divine nature and unity in all and
through all manifesting god in his splendor and glory as
creating sustaining and guiding power in the universe
both immanent and personal ibid p 18

elder roberts suggests that the following scriptures
speak of the divine naturenatures tim 31623167 col 297

p 14

george Q cannon address delivered in nottingham
england october 4 1863 quoted in mijllennjal star XXV

november 14 1863 7217227217220721 7227220

d not92

2lgeorge
millennial star

1891f writer

to

ve

j PO 180

s eak 316 0

p

po 140

22georgegeorga22
1863 millennial

1

29- 119
heb

9

layl3y10
P

john 19 acts 1722281722 psalm28 139 ibid t ppo 12
he also gives the following scriptures as indicative of the
role of the divine naturenatures dacd&c 2930342930 mosiah34 1541540

heb 13 1I cor 86 ibid
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god he baystsaysssayst

As a child of god man partakes of the divine nature
of his father within him lie germs of infinite develop-
ment potentially he is a godlike being therefore he
may rise eternally toward the likeness of his father in
heaven upward divine unending is mans high
destiny 23

in this study such specific attributes as truth and

love or such specific endowments as spirit and glory will
be analyzed in their relation to the divine nature it is
anticipated that through the process of doing this a better
understanding of the divine nature as taught by the apostlesapost

and

leclex

prophets will be achieved

SOURCES OF DATA

the major sources of data for this thesis are the
standard works of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day

which include the holy bible the book of mormon

the doctrine and covenants and the pearl of great price

these volumes are accepted by members of the latterdaylatter
saints

day

church as scripture and binding upon them as the word

of god use will also be made of discourses and writings of

the apostles and prophets of the church which are found in

the history of the church the journal of discourses con-

ference reports mi llenniflennial gtaratar times and seasons the

23james BE talmage what Is man salt lake city
the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday nd p
1 A broadcast by the columbia broadcasting system on
church of the air october 4 1936 now in pamphlet form

R millennial star

po

41
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improvement erabraeca and other churchrelatedchurch publicationsrelated
other sources for this thesis will include letters

speeches lectures and official pronouncements of these
apostles and prophets
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chapter 2

indwelling AND ONENESS

apostlesrstlesrustles and prophets have made no distinction be-

tween the divine nature of god609 the eternal father god the
son jesus christ and god the holy ghost the reasonremson lies
in their oneness e they are one in mind one in spirit one

in power that is they are one in their divine nature
yet they are separate and distinct personages of their
oneness jesus said

verily verily I1 say unto you that this is my
doctrine and I1 bear record of it from the father
and whoso believeth in me believeth in the father isopisoriso
and unto him will the father bear record of me for he
will visit him with fire and with the holy ghost

and thus will the father bear record of me and the
holy ghost will bear record unto him of the father aneandpne
memermar for the father and 1I and the holy ghost re one 1

the oneness of the members of the godhead is em-

phasized init latterdaylatter saintday sources they re sidspidselaseiaspsiasla toid be

one in glory one in judgment one in happinesshapbaphep one4piness in

ithe book of mormon salt leke city the church of
jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 3 nephi 1135361135
hereafterreatterhe

36
cited as B of NJ followed by the reference with-

in

lecturescoures of faith as found in the doctrine nd
covenants of the church of latter day saints kirtledkirtlndkirt1nnd
ohiochios F G williams and co 1835 no V ppap 535453 no54
VII p 69 hereafter cited asms L of F

of M alma 1143441143 4bab44 of M mormon as7s 7

13
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Arst lesies
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llcharlescharieslocharles

14

joyjoyo one5
in love 6 one in mind 7 one in spirit 8 one in

truth 9 and one in power might and dominion 10 charles w

penrose suggests that this oneness includes the pact that
they are one in all thingsthings1 he says

As the father had taken his upward course in woriesworldsworldcworlesworldy
before this so jesus christ followed in hisbis footsteps
in every respect therefothereforetheredo hebe is entitled to sit down
at the right handband of god in the heavens to sit on hisbis
throne and be one with the atherfatherether in all thinathingsthin2 y and
all the power and glory and dominion that the father
hathbath he conferred also upon jesus 11

the scriptures teach that by means of their divine
nature the father and the son dwell within each other

this principle is herebere called indwellingdwellingin jesus taught

this principle of indwelling to hisbis disciples saying

believestBeli thouevest not that I1 am in thjethetaje fatherfjithr and
the father in me the words that I1 speak unto you I1
speak not of myself but the fatherfether that dwellethdwell ineth
me he doethboeth the workswork

believe me that I11 am in th e F atherfather and the fatherbather
in me or else believe me for the very works sake 12

the indwelling principle is also mentioned in the
doctrine and covenants which states of jesus n e

SB of M 3 nephi 2810
gjohn6johnajohn 1721261721 126 john 481348 1613

71 of F no V ppap 535453 ibidbid54

9the9t1re doctrine and covenants salt lake city the
church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 13022
hereafter cited as dacd&c 9326

d&c 7695
charles W penrose address delivered at salt lake

city november 16 1884 journal of pi scours es reporter
arthur winter XXVI london england 1886t 25 italics
by the writer

john 1410111410 italics11 by the writer

1

7
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28 0 10

160

vp

130 0 221

discourses
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12john
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hinthini 1113

rilrii being
filled with the fullness of his glory and become one
in him even as the father son and holy spirit ereare
one

ihoibo areere

hemfhimf

15

received callallellelicail power both in heaven and on erthea ndandpndrtlhrulh the
glory of the father was with him for he dwelt in hiim

13

since the father and the son aremreere seprteseparpte ndandpnd

distinct personages it is through the spirit or mind

glory and power which they possess that indwelling occurs

this concept is explained in the lectures of faith
to the father and the son possessing the smesyme

mind the same wisdom glory power end fullness
filling all in bilallbli the son being filled with the
fullness on the mind glory and power or in3 othern
words the spirit glory and power of the father
possessing all knowledge and glory and the same kiking-
doms sitting at the right hand of power in the ex-
press image and likeness of the father a mediator for
man being filled with the fullness of the mind of the
father or in other words the spirit of the father
which spirit is shed forth upon all who believe on his
name and keep his commandments and all those who
keep his commandments shall grow up from grace to grce
and become heirs of the heavenlyavenly kingdom nd joint
heirs with jesus christ possessing the smespume mind
being transformed into the same image or likeness even
the express image of him who fills 11 in 11

doms

As the son partakes of the fulnessfalness of the
father through the spirit so the saints are by the
same spirit to be partakers of the smeseme fulnessfalnessful toness
enjoy the same glory for as the fptherfatherfather and the son
are one so in like manner the saints re to be one
in them 1

not only does the spirit of god indwell in mnman

but it indwells in the elements as well the prophet

joseph 0smith wrote under the influence of revelation the117he

elements are the tabernacle of god yea mnman is the tbertnberaberanber

13d&c 9317 italics by the writer

L of F no V ppap 535453 54
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difdlfferentiation

fulnessfalness of the godhead16godhead116Godhead which16116 dwells in the

father and the son these limitations arise because the
holy ghost is a spirit personage whose light and glory are

not yet tabernacled and who as a spirit personage may

not be able to realize a fulnessfalness of joy A revelation to
joseph smith says the elements are eternal and spirit
and elementelemen inseparably connected receive a fulnessfalness of

joy and when seperatedseparatedsepe manrated cannot receive a fulnessfalness of

joy 1118

16

nacle of god 15

even though there is no differentiation made be-

tween father son and holy ghost in so far as their divine

nature is concerned one should recognize some possible

limitations in the glory of the holy ghost when compared to

the 11

0.0 0

in an official proclamation designed to correct
some of orson pratts early teachings on the holy ghost and

the holy spirit the first presidency and twelve stressed
the need for a person to possess a full organization

physical and spiritual in order to acquire a fulnessfalness of

glory elder pratt has written of the substance called the
holy spiritspirits

this boundless ocean of spirit possessespossess in every
part however minute a will a selfmovingself powermoving

15d&csd&c 933529335r see also chapter 10 omnipresence
omniscience and omnipotence

colossians 29 hebrews 13
HC VI 51

18d&c18j&c 9333349333 34

1 5

far

becausethe

17

fu iness

es

16colossians if

17

tl

16
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seifself confounding
lindstmindst

knowledge wisdom love goodness holiness justice
mercy and every intellectual and moral attribute
possessed by the father and the son each particle
of this holy spirit knows every instant how to act
upon the other materials of nature with which it is
immediately associated19associated

in

19

response the first presidency and most of the members

of the twelve declareddecladeciareds
we have quoted some of the items which stand out

most prominently in the publications referred to and
which strike us as being most objectionable they are
selfconfounding and conflict one with another and to
our minds some of the statements if pursued to their
legitimate conclusion would convey the idea that the
physical and spiritual organization of a human being
conferred no additional powers or benefits on the
creature thus organized but that any single atom of
the spiritual fluid M however minuteminuter possessed every
attribute that an organized being could possess yet
it will readily be perceived upon reflection that
attributes never can be made manifest in any world
except through organized beings

the divine personage called the holy ghost is
nevertheless a member of the godhead and he is one vith
bhethe father and the son in their manifestations of truth
and power to men on this earth his power is so great in

relation to mansmas ability to measurably comprehend that it
seems that the treatment here proposed namely to consider

that the divine nature of the father son and holy ghost is
one as it relates to man is consistent and reasonable

proclamation of the first presidency and the
twelve october 21 1865 in millennial star XXVII
october 21 1865 6616610

20ibid20 pibid 662

1 17

20

19proclamation

po

19
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lgeeigee exodus 3317233317 ezekiel23 128 939937 104 18 1

19 ll23rlls23o 4325143243252 luke51 29 932902 john 114

19

chapter 3

GLORY

the word glory apparently has many different
meanings when it is used as a common term among men it
refers to an aura of praise but scripturally it denotes

some outward and visible manifestations of the divine pre-

sence and nature in this respect it is commonly asso-

ciated with light brightness shining heat and fire it
has also been manifested as a cloud at times the term

gloryqlor appears to have been used interchangeably with love

spirit truth intelligence power and goodness the
scriptures teach that god is a being of glory and that he

increases in glory it is these associations multiple
meanings of the word glory and possible synonyms that need

exploration in order to better understandtheunderstand the divine nature

of god

GLORY AND LIGHT

glory is often referred to as light or as being

associated with light the prophet joseph smith saidsald for

ee

1

y

ory

saidl

2975
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example of the visit of moroni as a glorified being

not only was his robe exceedingly white but his
whole person was glorious beyond description and his
countenance truly like lightning the room was ex-
ceedingly light aytbyt nobnotnoe so very bright as immediately
around his per son 2

in the wentworth letterietter joseph smith gave a des-

cription of the appearance of the same glorified being

stalingsstatingtstatingsstatinsta
on

gttings

the evening of the 21st of september A D

1823 while I1 was praying unto god and endeavoring to
exercise faithfalth in the precious promises of scripture
on a sudden a light like that of day only of a far
purer and more glorious appearancepoearance and brightness
burst into the room indeed the firstirstarst sight was as
though the house was filled with consuming fire the
appearance produced a shock that affected the whole
body in a moment a personage stood before me surrounded
with a glory yet greater than that with which I1 was
already surrounded 3

in the first of the above quotations the emphasis

is on the light which surrounded moroni it is said to be

brighter than that in the rest of the room in the second

quotation the light around moroni is spoken of as his glory

the prophet joseph smith therefore uses the words light and

glory interchangeably implying that the two are perhaps

the same or else very closely related glory and light are

he pearl of great price salt lake citycityscites the
church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 joseph
smith 202 hereafter cited as P of G P followed by
the reference within

3josephsjosephajoseph smith hi story of the church of jesus christ
of latter daday saints ed B H roberts 2d ed revarev7 salt
lake city deseret book co 1969 VI 536 hereafter
cited as HC

ofmoroni be 3 ng

b t
person

f ar
a

f

91orvkorv

rev 7

ceedingly

cription

Poearanceacance

ad



glorygifalf

ai1i ereofereon

21

used in much the same way by john the revelator in his
description of the city of zionzions

and the city had no need of the sun neither of
the moon to shine in it for the glory of god did
lighten it and the lamb is the light thereof

and the nations of them which are saved shall
walk in the light of its and the kings of the earth do
bring their glory and honour into it

and the gates of it shall not be shutshu at all by
days for there shall be no night there 4

GLORY AND intelligence

the prophet joseph smith also taught that there is
a close relationship between glory and intelligence he

wrote by revelation that the glory of god is intelligence
or in other words light and truth 156 here glory is
equated with intelligence and as shown in the previous

section with light
the first presidency consisting of heber J grant

anthony W ivins and charles W nibley also appear to have

equated glory with intelligence when they wrotewrotesprotes

in humility and with full consciousness of the
responsibility involved we bear witness to the people
of the world that with the appearance of the father
and the son to the prophet joseph smith in the early
spring of 1820 the greatest gospel dispensation of
all time was ushered in a dispensation of light
radiating from the presence of god illuminating the
minds of men increab ing inte11igence and knowedgeknowledgekno
which

wedge
is the glf agodjgod d Y the application of

4revelation 2123252123 italics25 by the writer
5d&csd&c 9336

its
1 ten

io

andtruth

presidencysilency

knowl
I1 9 6 a I1

of god and by
inincreasicreasiincrease intelli nce

glory

seph
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8lukebluke 20 italics by the writer

which the past one hundred years have been made the
miracle century of the agesage 6

GLORYGWRY AND illumination

joseph smith and sidney rigdon received a revelation
which is popularly known as the vision 1 in giving an

account of this divine manifestation they saidsaidssaldmaids and while
we meditated upon these things the lord touched the eyes

of our understandings and they were opened and the glory of

the lord gpjro11 j

22

is

shone round about 7 thetle same kind of testimony
was given in the new testament at the birth of jesus christ
some local shepherds were tending their flocks when a

heavenly messenger appeared unto them luke said of this
events and lo10 the angel of the lord came upon themthernthermthemm and

the glory of the lord shone round about them and they were

sore afraid 118

GLORY AND brightness

because light is associated with gloryTl brightnessory

is one of its characteristics this characteristic is
mentioned in the doctrine and covenants in conjunction with

a description of the second coming of jesus christ this

6a611a message 11 for the centennial by the first
presidency april 6 1930 quoted in the ijnfiprovement era
XXXIII may 1930 p 454 italics by the writerswritertwrit

scc

arterT

76919 italics by the writer

uke

8

c

the im vementerp
may1930 60

soc7d&cfcc
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manifhanif est f irelre

23

revelation states
call upon the lordylardy that his kingdom may go forth

upon the earth that the inhabitants thereof may receive
it and be prepared for the days to come in the which
the son of man shall come down in heaven clothed in the
bricthtnessbrghtness of jh to meet the kingdom of god
which is setsestseitgestget up on the earth 9

the prophet ezekiel described an experience which

he had with the glory of god which illustrates that the
characteristic of brightness is associated with glory he

saidsaidssaldmaids

then the glory of the lord went up from the cherub
and stood over the threshold of the house and the
house was filled with the cloud and the court was full
of the brightness of the lords glory 100

GLORY AND FIRE

glory is also referred to at times as being associ-
ated with fire for example the children of israel saw

the aloryqlory of the lord as a devouring fire the record states
and the sight of the glory of the lord was like devouringdevour

fire
inginq

on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children

of israel jill4111

because gods glory has the appearance of fire when

it is manifest fire is often used as a symbol of god 12

it is said that jesus will appear in the midst of fireirelre at

d&c 65x5 italics by the writer

iezekiel1oezekielyezekiel 1010s4sas4 11exodusuexodus11 2417Exodus

see deuteronomy 4247 psalm 18121471812 ezekiel142147 14 7

revelation 114

lord

his glory
ich

t e

11

of ten
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12see 147
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his second coming 13 and the wrath of god is compared to

fire 14 christ is compared to fire 15 as is also the holy

ghost 16 As glorified beings angels are also compared to
a burning fire

significantly fire from heaven fellfelifeil frequently

upon sacrifices which god accepted as a mark of his pre
18sence and approbation for example when god made a covenant

with abraham a fire like that of a furnace passed through

the divided pieces of the sacrifice and consumed them

fire fell upon the sacrifice which moses offered at the

dedication of the tabernacle20 and upon those of manoah 21

samsonsamsons father upon solomonsolomons at the dedication of the

temple and upon elijahs at mount carmel 23

the prophet joseph smith alluded to the relation-
ship of fire with glory when he said spirits can only

be revealed in flaming fire or glory m24 he also said as

he spoke of the resurrections although the earthly

tabernacle is laid down and dissolved they shall rise
again to dwell in everlasting burnings in immortal gloryalory 25

13see 2 thessalonians 18 14see psalm 1881828

issee 16seemalachi 3322

lsee17sealsee

see

psalme

matthew

1044

as3s

see

11

followingucutng footnote

see genesis 1517 20see

21see

leviticus 92492249

see

0 24

judges 1319201319 22see20 2 chronicles 71
see 1 kings 183818238 24hc VI 51

25hc25hct VIvipVIO 3063060

12 4

beings
17

19

tabernacle 20

22

24

19see

23see

311
18see f0 fcolcotoolnote
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GLORY AND CLOUD

the glory of god has also often been represented
as a cloud solomons temple which was built for the god

of israel was filled with a cloud of glorys

it came even to pass as the trumpeters and
singers were as one to make one sound to be heard
in praising and thanking the lord and when they
lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals
and instruments of musick and praised the lord saying
for he is goodgood7gooda for his mercy endurethdurethen forever that then
the house was illedfilledbilled with a cloud even the house of the
lord

so that the priests could not stand to minister by
reason of the clouds for the glory of the lord had
filled the house of god 26

the word sheckinahsheck cameinah to be used by the jews

before christ and was later borrowed from them by the

christians to denote the cloud of glory which was at times

manifested among the ancient israelites 27

the presence of the sheckinahSheck wasinah reckoned as one

of the special blessings of israel to which they had a

legal right by covenant 28 it was not however manifested

in temples built after that of solomon

the temple of the new jerusalem will have a cloud

of glory upon it as described in a revelation in the

doctrineToc andtrine covenants

2 chronicles 51314513
see27see exodus 241624216 1 kings 81081078 isaiahlor107 613613761 37

see
0 3

also matthew 17517571752 luke 29929 acts 755

see28see romans 941

f

262 14
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for verily this generation shall not all pass away
until an house shall be built unto the lord and a
cloud shall rest upon it which cloud shall be even
the glory of the lord which shall fill the house 29

GLORY AND GOODNESS

the relationship between glory and goodness is such

that goodness is sometimes used as a synonym for glory

for instance the book of exodus records the following

experience of moses with the lord
and he said I1 beseech thee shew me thy glory
and he said I1 will make all my gpodnesgoodness pass before

thee and I1 will proclaim the name of the lord before
thee and will be gracious to whom I1 will be gracious
and shew mercy on whom I1 will shew mercy

and he said thou canet not see my face for there
shall no man see me and live

and the lord said behold there is a place by me
and thou shalt stand upon a rockrocks

and it shall come to pass while my glor passethbasseth
by that I1 will put thee in a clift of the rock and
will cover thee with my hand while I1 pass by

and I1 will take away mine hand and thou shaltshall see
my back parts but my face shall not be seen 0

similarly the book of mormon prophet mormon wrote

of glory and goodness as being synonymous when the power of

god was upon king lamoni at his conversion by ammon the
king had fallenallenfailenailenalien to the earth as a result of the power of

god mormon wrotenwrotet
now this was what ammon desired for he knew that

king lamoni was under the power of god he knew that
the dark veil of unbelief was being cast away from his
mindmindo and the light which did light up his mind which

29d&c 845
exodus 3318233318 italics by the writer
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I1 ht of his SIysiy0 this lightight had infused such
joy

siyesiyi

ove5comeovercome

nordstwordst

27

was th light ofpf the glory of god which was a marvelousjlisi01 8
soul the cloud of darkness having been

dispelled and that the light of everlasting life was
lit up in his soul yea hebe knew that this had overcome
his natural frame and he was carried away in god 3

GLORY AND TRUTH

the scripture linking glory to intelligence or

light and truth 1132 equates glory with truth in an

earlier verse of this same revelation it appears that when

one is filled with truth one is also filled with glory

this verse states he11 that keepethkeeneth his gods comman-

dments receivethreceive truth and light until he is glorified in

truth and knoweth all things 1133

the apostle paul seems to have understood that glory

and truth are directly related he wrote to the corinthians

for god who commanded the light to shine out of darkness

hath shined in our hearts to give the light of the knowledgeknowledg

of the glory of god in the face of jesus christ 34 what

is the light of the knowledge of the glory of god which

shined out of darkness if it is not the gospel or in

other words truth

GLORY AND JOY

the missionary ammon saw that the light of the glory

3lb31balb of M
1 alma 196 italics by the writer

32d&c32q&c 933693060 33dc33 9336dacd&c
342 corinthians 46
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28

of god was the source of joy unto king lamoni even

though this experience has been cited earlier in this study

for another purpose it is given again to illustrate the

fact that joy results from being endowed with glory having

described how king lamoni fell to the earth under the power

of god mormon saidsaidssaldmaids

now this was what ammon desired for he knew
that kingkinq lamoni was under the power of godgods he knew
that the dark veil of unbelief was being cast away
from his mind and the light which did light up his
mind llch jftl01 which
was a marvelous light of his goodness yea this light
hadinfusjed jswch joyintojocinto his soulsoui the cloud of
darkness having been dispelled and that the light
of everlasting life was lit up in his soul yea he
knew that this had overcome his natural frameframelframer and he
was carried away in god 0

B H roberts probably reasoned correctly when he

showed an interdependent relationship between glory and joy

he statesstateds and the purpose for which man is is that helietiette

might have oy that joy which in the last analysis of

things should be even as god joy and gods glory
namely the bringing to pass the progress enlargement and

joyjoy1joya of others 36

GLORY AND LIFE

in the experience of king lamoni referred to above

35b35s of M alma 1967iggy italics by the writer
brigham H roberts new witnesses for god salt

lake city the deseret news 1951195 ilttost the 1895
edition of the same work is titled A new witness for god

2 8

g iven

ammondesired
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mormon wrote that the light of the glory of god was the
light of everlasting life anclandanci that it was lit up in his
soulsoui in a revelation to joseph smith known as the olive
leaf eternal life gods kind of life is said to be

even the glory of the celestial kingdom the words of

this revelation followfollows

this comforter is the promise which I1 give unto
you of eternal lifelifilfe even the glory of the celestial
kingdom

which glory is that of the church of the firstbornFirst
even

born
of god the holiest of all through jesus christ

his son 0 0 0 0
37

farther on in the same revelation the relationship of

glory and lifelifilfe is expressed more explicitly this is the
glory of god and the sanctified and7 they shall not any

30
more see death

sou1

e

e

08

GLORYGWRY AND LOVEWVE

love appears to be a product of the endowment of

man with glory it is a fruit of the spirit or glory of

god in his epistle to the ephesians the apostle paul

wrotewrotesprotes

that he would grant you according to the riches
of his glory to be strengthened with might by his
spirit in the innereinner man

that christ may dwell in your hearts by faith
that ye being rooted and grounded in love

may be able to comprehend with all saints what is
the breadth and length and depth and heightheigh

d&c 8845884
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and to know the love of christchristy which passethbasseth
knowledge that ye might be filled with all the ful
ness of god 39

this passage of scripture seems to indicate that
the riches of the fathers glory is at least in some

measure composed of love

GLORY AND POWER

glory is at times used as a synonym for powerpoweremowere the
prophet joseph smith said of those faithful who obtain eter-
nal lifelifilfe ore in other words the kind of lifelifilfe that god has

that they shall sit in glory which is the same as sitting
enthroned in everlasting power he saidsaidosaldsaldo

here then is eternal life to know the only wise
and true god and you have got to learn how to be gods
yourselves and to be kings and priests to god the
same as all gods have done before you namely by going
from one small degree to another and from a small
capacity to a great oney from grace to grace from
exaltation to exaltation until you attain to the
resurrection of the dead and are able to dwell in
everlasting burnings and to sit

enthjj3ned

the prophet joseph was given the record of john by

revelation part of this record contains the witness of
john that the beloved son received a fulnessfalness of glory and

power from the father john saidsald
and 1I john bear record that he received a full-

ness of the glory of the father
and he received all power both in heaven and on

earth and the glory of the father was with him for
he dwelt in him 41
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with the fulnessfalness of the fathers glory dwelling in him

jesus received all power this conclusion is also apparent

in section 88 of the doctrine and covenants iere the
power that pertains to those who have received a fulnessfalness of
glory4glorya is described as follows

the light which is in all things which giveth life
to all things which is the law by which all things are
governed even the power of god who sitteth upon his
throne who is in the bosom of eternity who is in the
midst of all things 40

in the new testament john recorded the story of

the raising of lazarus from the dead therein he uses the
word SJLPD as being equivalent in meaning to powerpowers

jesus saith unto her said I1 not unto thee that
if thou wouldest believe thou shouldest see the glory
of god

then they took away the stone from the place where
the dead was laid and jesus lifted up his eyes and
said father I1 thank thee that thou hast heard me

and I1 knew that thou hearest me always but
because of the people which stand by I1 said it that
they may believe that thou hast sent me

and when he thus had spoken he cried with a loud
voice lazarus come forth

and he that was dead come forth bound hand and
foot with grave clothes and his face was bound about
with a napkin jesus saith unto them loose him and
let him gogc 44

glory is also used as a vehicle of power the book of

mormon describes the power of glory that will be manifested

during christs second coming it says

and they shall go into the holes of the rocks and
into the caves of the earth for the fear of the lord

42see dec 885 italics by the writer
d&c 8813 john 1140441140
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shall come upon them and the glory of his majesty shall
smite them when he aridethariseth to shake terribly the earth

in that day a man shall cast his idols of silver
and his idols of gold which he hath made for himself
to worship to the moles and to the bats

to go into the clefts of the rocks and into the
tops of the ragged rocks for the fear of the lord
shallshailshali come upon them and the majesty of his glory shallshalishail
smite them when he arisetharideth to shake terribly the
earth 45

GLORY A transfiguring AGENT

moses gives an account of some of his experiences

with god he records the role of glory within the narra-

tion of these experiences the book of moses says

and he saw god face to face and he talked with
him and the glory of god was upon moses therefore
moses could endure his presence

but now mine own eyes have beheld god but not my
natural but my spiritual eyes for my natural eyes
could not have beheld for I1 should have withered and
died in his presence but his glory was geonuponulon memeame7 and
I1 beheldbehejdbeheld his facefac for I1 wagwaswao tratransfitranski beforeuredared him 46

after this experience satan came to tempt moses

but moses was able to discern between the power of satan

and that of god because the glory of god did strengthen

him whereas the power of satan was as darkness unto him

moses said of this experienceexperiences

for behold I1 could not look upon god except his
glory should come upon me and I1 were strengthened be-
fore him but I1 can look upon thee in the natural man

45b of M 2 nephi 1219211219
46p
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and the presence of god withdrew from moses that
his glory was not upon moses and moses was left unto
himself and as he was left unto himself he fell un-
to the earth
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Is it not so surely
blessed be the name of my god for his spirit hath

not altogether withdrawn from me or else where is thy
glory for it is darkness unto me and I1 can judge
between thee and god for god said unto me worship
god for himbim only shalt thou serve 47

As a result moses did not follow after satan but

chose to worship god he was again strengthened by gods
gloryalory when he stood in the presence of god the record

statesstalest
and behold the glory of the lord was upon moses

so that moses stood in the presence of god and talked
with him face to face andarid the lord god said unto
mosesmosess for mine own purpose have I1 made these things
here is wisdom and it remainethrem inaineth me 0

enoch also saw god and was clothed upon with

glory 49 in view of these examples one may conclude that
glory is a transfiguring and strengthening agent so that
men can bear the presence of god

GLORY A quickening AGENT

one of the powers attributed to glory is the
quickening of the body after death of this power section
88 of the doctrine and covenants states

for notwithstanding they die they also shall rise
again a spiritual body

they who are of a celestial spirit shall receive
the same body which was a natural body even ye shall
receive your bodies and your glory shall be that glory
by which your bodies are quickened

ye who are quickened by a portion of the celestial

47 ofgoag P moses 11415114
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49p ofgoag P moses 73473 4
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glory shall then receive of the same even a fulnessfalnessful
and

ness
they who are quickened by a portion of the

terrestrial glory shall then receive of the same even
a fulnessfalnessful

and
ness

they who remain shall also be quickened neve-
rtheless they shall return again to their own placeplacer
to enjoy that which they are willing to receive because
they were not willing to enjoy that which they might
have received 50

GLORY AND SPIRIT

glory appears at times to be used interchangeably

with the holy spirit the spirit of god the spirit of

truth etc sometimes they perform the same roles or

functions in order to demonstrate the interchangeable

nature of glory and spirit in fulfilling the same roles or

functions the relationship of glory and spirit should be

studied with regard to some selected subjects

lihtlightnihtnight

glory is referred to as light both the pure light
which quickens mansmas intellect and the more gross light of

his temporal existence spirit is also referred to as

light that refined light of a spiritual nature that is
gods glory but this is not all in its less refined
existence spirit is the gross light of this temporal ex

istenceistance 5 spirit and glory appear to be synonymous in

5od&csoo&c 88273288273208827 32o

see

32

chapter 3 ppap 1921719 see217 also dacd&c 88413884
see
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chapter 4 p 53 see also chapter 5 ppap
74757475074 75075
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that they refer to both spiritual light and the gross light
of our current existence

fire
another indication of the fact that spirit and glory

are essentially the same thing is that they both produce

ocular manifestations of fire 5

J

spirit and glory have the same function with respect

to joyjoyojoye they both produce joy in man 54

goodness

glory and spirit have a like relationship to good-

ness glory has been used in the sense of being equivalent

to goodness55goodness while55 the spiritspirispirl of christ and the holy ghost

are the sources of all goodness 56

sanctification
the power to sanctify is in glory and spirit 57

since glory and spirit are sanctifying agents this would be

another indication that they are the same thing

see chapter 3 ppap 232423 s24 also chapter 4 ppap
65666566965 9

see

66

chapter 3 ppe 27282728027282272202722827 282 see28 also chapter 4
P 64

see chapter 3 ppap 262726
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57 see chapter 4 ppap 646564 see65 so exodus 29 43
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welliMindwellingInd

by means of the spirit or glory of god the father
dwells in christ and christ can dwell in man 58 spirit
and glory do not appear to be separate agents because they

produce the same bonds unity power and mind in all in whom

they dwell furthermore spirit and glory emanate from the
same source namely god the eternal father through jesus

christ

quickeningQuickequiche

spirit
niMninnln

and glory have the same function as quickening

agents of the body after death 59 hence they are essential-
ly the same thing

intelligence
spirit is referred to as intelligencentelligenceintelligence and is the

source of enlightenment 60 glory is also referred to as

intelligence 1 since both are referred to as intelligence

their identity seems to be linked together

life
glory is associated with lifelifilfe particularly eternal

lifelifilfe which is defined as the kind of lifelifilfe that god has as

58 og F no V ppap 53 54y54l see also chapter 2

PP 14161416014 ige160
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a glorified being 62 spitspirit is the source of life in both

the temporal and spiritual realms of existence it is also
the power through which eternal life is obtained for it is
the power of eternal life since both spirit and glory
are described as the power of eternal lifeilfe they must be

closely associated

truth
spirit and glory are referred to as truth 64 their

relationship to truth is another indication of the fact that
they are essentially the same thing

love

the riches of gods glory include loves 1 the
spirit manifests gods love throughout the earth 66 here
again they have the same function

trajrisfigujijng ag

being endowed with glory moses was able to stand

chapter 3 ppap 282928
1

29 and chapter 9 ppap 878887

63see

88

chapter 4 p 53 and chapter 9 aplepppple 868766876686

see64see
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chapter 4 ppap 545554 and55 chapter 3 p 27 see
also chapter 6 ppap 798179
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in the presence of god 6 likewise joseph smith indicates
that hebe was able to stand in the presence of god because he

was quickened by the spirit of god 68 elder spencer W

kimball talked of both glory and spirit in connection with

man standing in the presence of god he said

to know god one must be aware of the person and
attributes power and glory of god the father and god
the christ moses declares he saw god face to
face and he talked with him moses 12 this
experience of mosesmobes is in harmony with the scripture
which says s gon man diasjias seenbeen god at kanyjanyfany time in
amsemse fj exceeclm&mplaz nie13nIE zffis331013 0 of godnejfrnej td&cfr 67t il IT
italicsitaltcs in originattt

it must be obvious then that to endure the glory
of the father or of the glorified christ a mortal
being must be translated or otherwise fortified
moses a prophet of god heldheid the protecting holy
priesthood si and the glory of god was upon
moses therefore moses could endure his presence
moses 12

mosesmobes explained that he could endure the divine
presence because e the glory of god idem was
upon him 69

glory and spirit therefore perform the same role as trans
figuring agents

SUMMARY

gods glory and his holy spirit are related and

appear to be the same thing they exhibit the same chara-
cteristics and at times they are used as synonymous terms

see chapter 3 ppap 323332

see

33

chapter 4 p 66

spencer W kimball for they shall see
god address delivered at salt lake city april 5 196419641
nin lee0lEEthe volimprovement 67era june 1964 497
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for each other at other times they perform the same roles
or functions there are some usages of the word glory which

could tendtene to qualify the following conclusion about glory

and spirit nevertheless there seems to be enough correla-
tion between the two to say that god glory is his holy

spiritspirits

CONTROL OF GLORY

the scriptures indicate that a glorified being has

control over the manifestations of his glory god told
moses that no man can behold all his glory and remain in

the fleshfleshy his words to moses wereweres wherefore no man can

behold all my works except he behold all my gloryglory7glorya and no

man can behold all my glory and afterwards remain in the
flesh on the earth 70 god therefore had to diminish the
expression of his glory in order to allow moses to continue

his workworic on the earth

the prophet joseph smith taught that spirits do not

have control over their glory and if revealed they must

appear in the full manifestation of their glory on the

other hand he alsoaiso saidsald that angels are more advanced and

if revealed they have power to control their light and

glory his words aregares A spirit cannot come but in glory
an angel has flesh and bones we see not their gloryegloryflorye
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again spirits can only be revealed in flaming fire and

glory angels have advanced further their light and glory
being tabernacledtabernacle and hence they appear in bodily shape 0421172

an example of the power that an angel has to controlcontro
his glory was exhibited by the angel moroni when he appeared

to joseph smith the prophet saidsaldbaldg

afteraf thister communication I1 saw the light in the
room begin to gather immediately around the person of
him who had been speaking to me and it continued to do
so until the room was again left dark except just
around him when instantly I1 saw as it were a con-
duit open right up into heaven and he ascended till he
entirely disappeared and the room was left as it had
been before this heavenly light had made its appear-
ance 73

the cloud of glory which led ancient israel as they
7 A

left egypt was manifested as a light to israel and as

darkness to the egyptians the book of exodus states
and the angel of god which went before the camp

of israel removed and went behind them and the pillar
of the cloud went from before their face and stood
behind them

and it came between the camp of the egyptians and
the camp of israelisrae17 and it was a cloud of darkness to
them but it gave light by night to thesetheses so that the
one came not near the other all the night 75

glorified beings can control the manifestations of

their glory but a spirit can not the control of glory

72hc VI 51

73p of G P joseph smith 243 for proof that
the light here referred to is a synonym for glory see
this chapter ppap 19211921019

74see

21

exodus 241518241524915 4034384004384034400418 238 chronicles 513-
14 dac 845

exodus75pxodus 141920141914919 20

egypt74

0

dr

1



I1 johnrjohnf

hirthehimthe

41

resides in those whose organization is complete that is
resurrected and spiritual beings of fleshleshiesh and bone

SOURCE OF GLORY

glory is a fundamental part of the being of god

the eternal father and is manifest from him to others
the apostle paul called him chethe father of glory he

said that the god of our lord jesus christ the father of

glory may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revela-

tion in the knowledge of him 76

jesus christ spoke of his second coming saying

that he would come in the glory of his father 77 A

revelation in the doctrine and covenants also indicates

that the source of christs glory is the father it states
and ly john bear record that he received a fulnessfalness

of the glory of the father
and he received all power both in heaven and on

earth and the glory of the father was with him for
he dwelt in him 78

FULNESS OF GLORY

all those who qualify for the highest degree of the

celestial kingdom and thus enter into the full felicity of

the father which is his rest will receive a fulnessfalness of

glory they shall have eternal life and shall be heirs

ephesians 117 matthew77matthew16271627
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throughbrough christ to all that the father hath 79 in the

doctrine and covenants it is indicated that those who are

sanctified by god shall enter his presence and receive a

fulnessfalness of glory it statesstalest
now this moses plainly taught to the children of

israel in the wilderness and sought diligently to
sanctify his people that they might behold the face
of god

but they hardened their hearts and could not endure
his presence therefore7 the lord in his wrath for his
anger was kindled against them swore that they should
not enter into his rest while in the wilderness which
rest is the fulnessfalness of his glory 0

charles W penrose described the fulnessfalness of glory

and the rest of the father when he saidsaidssaldmaids

we will comprehend everything we learned when we
dwelt in the fleshy and we will be clothed upon with
the spirit and power of god in its fullness and king-
doms and power and glory eternal will be given unto us
we shall have the gift of eternal and endless increase
our families will be with us and be the beginning of
our dominion and upon that basis we shall build forever
our wives and our children will be ours for all eternity
our increase shall never cease while duration rolls
along and the works of god spread forth and our poster-
ity and kingdoms will grow and extend till they shall
be as numerous as the stars and we will enter into the
rest of our father and enjoy his presence and society
for evermore god help us to attain to the fullness of
this glory for christchrists sake 81

GOD INCREASESINCREMES IN GLORYGLARY

god explained to moses that he brought worlds into

existence to bring about the immortality and eternal life

79see79sqq dec 84344084134408493440843484134 d&c8040 8423248423
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of man his words to moses were

and as one earth shall pass away and the heavens
thereof even so shall another come and there is no
end to my works neither to my words

for behold this is my work and my glory to bring
to pass the immortality and eternal life of man 8

how is it that god is glorified in the immortality and

eternal life of man in order to answer this question it
is necessary to leave it temporarily to establish some back-

ground informationormationformation
first one must understand that when a man is en-

dowed with immortality and eternal life he has become a

god for he has received the type and kind of lifelifilfe which

god himself possessespossesse eternal life is gods life 83

second when a man possesses eternal lifelifilfe hee also

has the power of eternal lives which is the power to beget

spirit children thus a inanman possessing eternal life may

have posterity in the life to come

third there is a relationship between glory and

posterity wherein the works of god are continued and he is
glorified as the number of his posterity increases the

correlation between glory and posterity is indicated in

section 132 of the doctrine and covenants which states
abraham received promises concerning his seed and

of the fruit of his loins from whose loins ye are

82p of G P moses 1383910839138108
3see83seeasee
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namely my servant joseph which were to continue so
long as they were in the world and as touching abra-
ham and his seed out of the world they should continue
both in the world and out of the world should they con-
tinue as innumerable as the stars or if ye were to
count the sands upon the seashore ye could not number
them

this promise is yours also because ye are of
abraham and the promise was made unto abraham and
by this law is the continuation of the works of my
father wherein he glorifiethglori himselffieth 85

george Q cannon also emphasized that gods glory

consists in the number of his posterity he saidsaidtsald
As the prophet says concerning our lord and savior

jesus christ to the increase of his kingdom there
shall be no end it shall go on increasing with every
cycle of eternity as long as time endures there shall
be no end to the increase of his kingdom his glory
consisted of thisthis& & and the glory of god consists in the
number of his posterity and as generation succeeds
generation until the earth is filled and glorified
other worlds will be rolled into existence upon which
the posterity of god our heavenly father shallshalshailshalishai in-
crease hah6throughout the endless ages of eternity 06

As it has been indicated god is glorified through

an increase in posterity but why is this so the prophet

joseph smith gave us the reason he taught that posterity

is the basis of all of gods kingdoms and as gods child-
ren became exalted and the fathers of their own kingdoms

which they present to him his domain and kingdoms are for-
ever increasing and so also his power and glory to
quotequotes

85d&c 132303113230 see31 also dacd&c 1326
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what did jesus do why I1 do the things I1 saw my
father do when worlds came rolling into existence
my father worked out his kingdom with fear and trembling
and I1 must do the same and when I1 get my kingdom I1
shall present it to my father so that he may obtain
kingdom upon kingdom and it will exalt him in gloryalory
he will then take a higher exaltation and I1 willwiil take
his place and thereby become exalted myself so that
jesus trends in the tracks of his father and inherits
what god did before and god is thus glorified and ex-
alted in the salvation and exaltation of all his child-
ren it is plain beyond disputation and you thus
learn some of the first principles of the gospel about
which so much hath been said 87

with this background it is now possible to answer

the questionquestions how is it that god is glorified in the im-

mortality and eternal life of man the answer seems to be

that when a man has been raised up to attain the kind of

life that god has which is eternal life he will have the
powers to form his own worlds and to place his own children

thereon these kingdoms thus formed will in the eternal
future be presented to god the eternal father and become

part of his dominion thereby increasing his glory and

power

DIVINE NATURE AND GLORY

As has been pointed out earlier in this chapter

god is the source of glory 88 jesus christ received a

fulnessfalness of the glory and power of the father 89 obedient
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men and women can also receive ulness of the glory and

power of the father but through jesus christ
until jesus christ received a fulnessfalness of the glory

of the father he was not fully perfected to the extent

possible within his nature it was through the endowments

of the spirit glory light and power which constitutes
the divine nature of the father that christ became per-

fected 91

conclusion

glory as an ocular manifestation is associated with

light shining brightness fire and a cloud it is at

times used as a synonym for spiritpiritfpiritz truth light power and

intelligence its influence is that of joy love and good-

ness god increases in glory as his kingdoms increase

the nature of glory is so broad and encompassing that a

fulnessfalness of it constitutes the divine nature of god

see dac 932093920
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SPIRIT

god is a spirit said jesus to the smaritansmaritnspmmriten

woman who came to jacobs well charles W penrose eluci-

dated the phrase god is a spirit he stated that gods
personal spirit has form endand is housed in a glorified body

of flesh and bonebones

god is a spiritspiritjspirita but it does not follow thetthat be-
cause god is a spirit he has no form no shepe no
extent no limit or that he can be as an individual
in every place at the same time s many people
imagine

per
sonalitysodalitysona helity is a spirit and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth but he dwells
in a tabernacle in a body though that body is dif-
ferent from our bodies it being a spiritual body it
is quickened by spirit

god has a body of flesh bone and spirit because

gods body is quickened by spirit it is also called P

spiritual body president joseph F smith indicates that
god is essentially spiritual even though he heshas n body of

flesh and bone president smith said

john 4241
2charlesacharles W penrose address delivered at sitspit

city november 16 1884 ournljournalour ofjdicoursjesnl reporter
arthur winter XXVI 192219

the
22

resurrected body is a spiritual body see
the doctrine and covenants 882788277 and the book of mormon
alma 1145
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andane

teriiterll
tauteuglit therevieremieremoere is no such

thing as immaterial matter all spirit is mpttermatter but it
is more fine or pure nd cncan only be discerned by purer

eyes 5

the form of gods personal spirit is that of P humn

body the brother of jared saw the personalperson spiritpl of jesus

christ before the great redeemer cmecpmecame to erthearth ndandwnd ws
clothed with flesh in this theophmytheopbpnytheoph jesusmy smidsidspidsnid to the

brother of jeredjredsfreds
behold this body which ye now behold is the body

of my spirit and man have I1 created fterafterefter the body of
my spirit and even s I1 appear unto thee to be in the
spirit will I1 appear unto my people in the leshfleshiesh 6

this passage makes it apparent thet christ hd nanpn

organized spirit in the form of his physical body but

there are other meanings for the words spirit nd the spirit
of god spirit may iso be referred to s

sitalt
docdac

andpnd

48

god is spiritual himself although hebe apshpsh Pps body
of flesh madmid bone es christ has yet he is spiritual
endandeneane those who worship him must do so in spirit nd
truthtruthstruthe and when you come to separate the spiritual
from 4the temporal see thet you do not menke r mistake

spirit is thought by some peoplepe tooadleoldle be immterilimmpterinlimm

but
teril

the prophet joseph smith naughtstaughtstauglit

deseret news weklyweekly XXIII julyuly 16 1884 466

5thesrheathe doctrine nd covenants slt lekelake city the
church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter dydaydey saints 1956 1317
hereafter cited as dccd&c

he6theathe book of mormon salt lake city the church
of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 ether 316 here-
after cited as B of M followed by the reference withinwitbinwidbin

t4

1 9 tl e
f

mnypaso Ps P substance by

which god acts it is through the influence andane power of

joseph F smithsmithl nothing temporal with god
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his holy spirit that god is everywhere present allpowerfulall
and

powerful

all knowing 7 the holy spirit is associated with light

truth and intelligence 0 it is eternal self acting and

self existing 9

A revelation to joseph smith teaches that all things

are spiritual in the eyes of god this is in contrast with

mans understanding for him all things are gross and tem-

poral this revelation stalest
for by the power of my spirit created I1 them

yea all things both spiritual and temporal
first spiritual secondly temporal which is the

beginning of my work and again first temporal and
secondly spiritual which is the last of my work 0 0 0

speaking unto you that you may naturally understand
but unto myself my works have no end neither beginning
but it is given unto you that ye may understand because
ye have asked it of me and are agreed

wherefore verily I1 say unto you that all things
unto me are spiritual and not at any time have I1 given
unto you a law which was temporal neither any man not
the children of men neither adam your father whom I1
created10created

god

10

is a spiritual being all things to him are

eternal and spiritual

THE SPIRIT OR LIGHT OF CHRIST

the spirit of god which is manifest to this earch is
known as the spirit or light of christ jesus christ is the

7seeasee this chapter ppap 555655 6256 also see chapter
10 omniscience omnipotence and omnipresence

8seeasee this chapter ppap 525452

9seeasee
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source of this spirit through the principle of divine in-

vestiture of authority in the doctrine and covenants

the relationship of the father and son is stated with respect

to the sending forth of this spirit speaking of one who is
properly ordained to the priesthood it states

wherefore he is possessor of all things for all
things are subject unto himbim both in heaven and on the
earth the life and thetho light the spirit and the power
sent forth by the will of the father through jesus christ
his son 12

the classic statement of the light or spirit of

christ is found in the revelation to the prophet joseph

smith known as the olive leaf speaking of christ this
revelation states

he that ascended up on high as also he descended
below all things in that he comprehended all things
that he might be in all and through all things the
light of truth

which truth shinethchinethsh thisineth is the light of christ
As also he is in the sun and the light of the sun
and the power thereof by which it was made

As also he is in the moon and is the light of the
moon and the power thereof by which it was mademado

As also the light of the stars and the power
thereof by which they were mademadermadeo

and the earth also and the power thereof even
the earth uponupo which you stand

and the light which shinethchinethsh whichineth giveth you light
is through him who enlightenethenlight youreneth eyes which is the
same light that quickenethquick youreneth understandings

which light proceedethproce forthedeth from the presence of
god to fill the immensity of space

the light which is in all things which giveth

see the father and the sonason doctrinalA exposition
by the first presidency quoted in james R clarkdarkhark messagesmesslagemenslageMes
gfof

szagesLage
the first pes idency V saltalt lake city bookcraft inc

1971t7 PP 3133

d&c
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life to all things which is the law by which all things
are governed even the power ofot god who sitteth upon his
throne who is in the bosom of eternity who is in the
midst of all things 13

there are five general functions and powers of the spirit
or light of christ mentioned in this revelation they are

creation government life intelligence or enlightenment

and light an explanation of these functions and powers of

the spirit followsfollowssfollow

priritspjljrit of christ a
creationcrjeationcreatlon

this spirit or light of christ is the power by which

the sun moon stars and the earth were made this spirit
is the force and power of all creation for jesus said
it by the power of my spirit created I1 them yea all
things both spiritual and temporal 15

sirjjljfsharitsjarit JCHof
yj1

christ

the

and

spirit
government

of christ is the law by which all things

are governed and sustained 16 parley P pratt said of the
governing powers of the spirit of christ

this is the great positive controlling element
of all other elements it is omnipresent by reason
of its infinitude and it pervades all things

it is the agent or executive by which god organizes
and puts in motion all worlds and which by the mandate
of the almighty or any of his commissioned servants
performs all the mighty wonderswon signsderetderstderer and miracles ever

13d&c13n&c 886.138861388613 14d&c
40

13 88710887100887 loe100ioe
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manifested in the name of the lord the dividing of thesea the removing of a mountainmoun thetaingtainA raising of the
dead or the healing of the sick 17

spirispirit of chri st nd
life

all life is sustained by the spirit of christ 18 it
is the quickening influence for jesus said the power of
my spirit quickenethquicxenethquick alleneth things 41191119 charles W penrose

explained that every vital and life force on this earth

resides in the light of christ he said
so the light of god the spirit of god

proceeding forth from the presence of god fills the
immensity of space it is the light and the lifelifilfe of
all things it is the light and the life of man itis the lifelifilfe of the animal creation it is the life of
the vegetable creation 20

spirit of yigt ndiissjeslightjrnit CT

in the revelation known as the olive leaf if quotedquot

above

ed

it states lt the light of truth which truth
shinethinethchinethsh this is the light of christ through the power

of the light of christ an understanding of truth is fostered
in man which is the basis of intelligence

intelligence is also increased by this spirit in

17parley17 Pparley pratt kexkey tothe science of theology
salt lake city deseret book company1965
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that it enlightenethenlight theeneth eyes and quickenethquick theeneth under-

standing 2 this latter aspect of increasing intelligence
through the power of the spirit of christ was emphasized

in a revelation to the prophet joseph smith which states
and the spirit giveth light to every man that cometh into

the world and the spirit enlightenethenlight everyeneth man through

the world that hearkenethhear tokeneth the voice of the spirit 23

i

the spirit or light of christ is the light of truth
and the power that enlightens and inspires thereby enhancing

intelligence

spirit of christ and
light

the spirit of christ is said to be the gross light
0 A

of the sun moon and stars not only is this spirit the

light of these luminaries but it is the power of a complete

spectrum of light from the reflected light of the moon to

the most pure and refined light of enlightenment and truth 25

A revelation to joseph smith states that light comes from

the spirit of christchrists

for the word of the lord is truth and whatsoever
is truth is light and whatsoever is light is spirit
even the spirit of jesus christ

and the spirit giveth light to every man that cometh
into the world and the spirit enlightenethenlight everyeneth man

22d&c 8811 d&cdac23d&c 8446

24d&c 8879887880 119

d&c 881188117 see also pratt theology ppap 46484648046 48o48
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through the world that hearkenethhear tokeneth the voice of the
spirit 26

the spirit of chrit is the source of all light
truth shines and gives light because of the spirit light
is at times a synonym for spirit27spirit 27 light is also spirit
in the sense that light is produced by the power of the

spirit of christ

SPIRIT OF CHRIST AND OTHER POWERS
AND FUNCTIONS

spirit and truth
there is an equation in the quotation directly above

which is of interest with respect to the relationship be-

tween the spirit and truth it equates truth with light
and light with spirit hence truth is also spirit this
equation may be valid in that the lord states to joseph

smiths

behold that which you hear is as the voice of one
crying in the wildernesswildernessin in the wilderness because
you cannot see him my voice because my voice isspirit my spirit i truth truth abidetharideth and hath no
end and if it be in you it shall abound 28

spirit is truth in the sense that the spirit fosters
and reveals truth and is a spirit of truth

26d&c 8445468445

27see chapter 5 apoppppo 747574
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spirit of christ and
good

this spirit is the great guiding force of all good

for instance the lord told hyrum smith through his brother
joseph that it is the spirit of christ that leads men to
do good the lord states I1III111ihiihl say unto thee put your trust
in that spirit which leadeth to do good yea to do justly
to walk humbly to judge righteously and this is my spirit 29

the prophet mormon taught that the spirit helps men to dis-
cern between good and evil he saidsald

for behold my brethren it is given unto you to
judge that ye may know good fromfroin evil and the way to
judge is as plain that ye may know with a perfect
knowledge as the daylight is from the dark night

for behold the spirit of christ is given to every
man that he may know good from evil wherefore I1 show
unto you the way to judge for every thing which in
vitethviseth to do good and to persuade to believe in christ
is sent forth by the power and gift of christ wherefore
ye may know with a perfect knowledge it is of god 30

spirits2irit of christ and omn-
ipresence omnipotomnipoence
and omnisci

goodyea

35

I1 w 11

ceA 66. ten
omniscience

3lpsalm 13900

elace

through his spirit god is omnipresent the sug-

gestion of omnipresence is made in the question posed by

the psalmistpsalmists whither shall I1 go from thy spirit or

whither shall I1 flee from thy presence31presence the31 psalm

continuesconti
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if I1 ascend up into heaven thou art there if
I1 make my bed in hell behold thou art there

if I1 take the wings of the morning and dwell in
the uttermost partspartt of the sea

even there shall thy hand lead me and thy right
hand shall hold me

if I1 say surely the darkness shall cover me even
the night shall b light about me

yea the darkness hidethaideth not from thee but the
night shinethchineth as the days the darkness and the light
are both alike to thee 32

the spirit of christ fills the immensity of space

and is through all things 33 it is in the elementsementscements and

in man 4 charles W penrosepenroe spoke of god as an omnipresent

and omnipotent being through the power of his spirit he

maidssaids
As I1 have previously explained god is not every-

where present personally but he is omnipresent in the
power of that spirit the holy spirit which animates
all created things

da
2

el
34

spiritthe spiritwhich
0

this spirit which pervades all things which is the
light and life of all things by which our heavenly
father operates by which he is omnipotent never had
a beginning and never will have an end it is the
light of truth it is the spirit of intelligence 35

though elder penrose does not say it god is also omn-

iscient through his spirit 36

SUMMARY

president joseph F smith summarizes sucdinctlysuccinctly some

of the powers that jesus christ controls through his spirit

32psalm 1398139812 33d&c 886 121312

d&c
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the holy yhostshostghostghost has a body of spirit like unto the
body of jesus christ before he came to this earth see
chapter 4 p 48

57

he maidssaidgsaids

it is by the power of god that all things are made
that have been made it is by the power of christ that
all things are governed and kept in place that are
governed and kept in placplace in the universe it is the
power which proceeds from the presence of the son of
god throughout all the works of his hands that giveth
light energy understanding knowledge and a degree
of intelligence to all the childrenchildr of men strictly in
accordance with the words in the book of job there
is a spirit in man and the inspiration of the almighty
giveth themthom understanding it is thisthit inspiration
from god proceeding throughout all his creations that
enlightenethenlight theeneth children of menmertmeri and it is nothing
more or less than the spirit of christ that enlighten
eth the mind that quickenethquick theeneth understanding and
that promptethpromp theteth children of men to do that which is
good and to eschew that which is evilevilo which quickens
the conscience of man and gives him intelligence to
judge between good and evil light and darkness right
and wrong 37

HOLY GHOST

the holy ghost is a member of the godhead he is
a personage of spiritspi whereasxit the father and son are organ-

ized spirits tabernacled in flesh and boneborieborle 38 these three
personages constitute the godhead and arefareaare separate and

distinct individuals the prophet joseph smith said on this
subiectsubjectssubject

I1 have always declared god to be a distinct per-
sonage jesus christ a separate and distinct personage
from god the father and that the holy ghost was a

joseph F smith address delivered in salt lake
city march 16 1902 I11 know that my redeemer lives 11 the
ISR

universearse

en

37joseph

provement 3800im

38the
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distinct personage and a spiritspirits and these three
constitute three distinct personages and three gods 3

the holy ghost is one with the father and the son

in the sense that his power spirit nd influence came from

the fathervather to the s6nsan and from son to the holy ghost in
the use of this popowarpouyeruyeruverwyer influence aneanaand spirit all the acts
of the holy ghost are in harmony with the mind and will of

the father and the sonsan these principles are expressed in

the scriptures for example jesus said that the holy ghost

was poured out through him upon men to the nephitesNep hehites
saidsaidssaldmaids

and after that ye were blessed then fulfillethfulfill theeth
father the covenant which he made with abraham sayingsayings
in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be
blessed unto the pouring ahtohtout of the h2yjilhay
s&jye&jlsajl88 ofhe

which blessingblessbiess uponng the gentilesGentT
shall
mftmp Tesyes

make
3

themthernthein mighty ab6veabove all unto the scattering of
my people 0 house of israelIsr 40aej

jesus taught that the holy ghost takes of the truth
that is centered in him which he received of the father
and shows it to men he saidsaidtsald

howbeit when he the spirit of truth is come he
will guide you into all truthtruths f68 8
f himself but whatsoever he shall hear that

he speak 7 and he will shew you things to come
he shall glorify mes f0181jlsit8w things thalfthatf the father hath are mineminesminet therefore

said I1 f that hjhllhj takeshallhllshailshali in
unto you 4

39hc VI 44414

408 of M 3 nephi 2027 italics by the writer
john 16131516213151.621315161316213 italics15 by the writer see also
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in several scriptural references the spirit and

influence of the holy ghost are referred to as the spirit
of jesus christ for instance jesus saidsaidssaldmaids

and this shall ye always do to those who repent
and are baptized in my name and ye shall do it in
rememberanceremember ofance my bl6odblood which I1 have shed for you
that ye may witness unto the father that ye do always
remeinberremetnberremein meber and if ye do always remember me yeyfeyee shall
veXtavexta siitoSi

A

ito
baptizedbantized member of the church of jesus christ receives

the gift of thath6 holy ghost to be with him on the other

hand jesus christ indicates that it is his spirit that is
to be with the baptized member the difference in these
two statements is more apparent than real the spirit of

jesus christ is the same as the spirit power and influence

of the holy ghost in the sense that the holy ghost receives

his power influence and spirit from christ thus when

jesus said that his spiritspikit would be with you 11 this is in-

deed the truth because the holy ghost manifests the spirit
of christ

in a revelation to joseph smith christ designated

his spirit as the power of the holy ghost speaking to
edward partridge he saldsaidssaidmaids

and I1 will lay my hand upon you by the hand of my
servant sidney rigdon anjaou ll11 eeiereceiveee yirjjbiemliejhslgost even the cbm7orter7 which shalishall teadht
you the peaceable things of the kingdom 4

42b42s of M 3 nephi 181118lly italics by the writer
see also B of M mosiah 181018sl0 moroni 423430 52r522502 dacd&c 20
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it would seem proper to refer tb the power of the holy ghost

as the spirit of christ in the sense that the holy ghost

receives his power and influence from jesus christ
the holy ghost has a special role under the direc-

tion of father and son which is to develop a fuller ex-

pression of their spirit in the lives of men thus joseph
F smith makes the following distinction between the light
or spirit of christ as a general influence which bringsbrinqsbrinas men

to the father44Father and44 the holy ghostshosts3 special role as a

tutor of the faithful he saidsaidssaldmaids

the questionciucju isestion often asked Is there any differ-
ence between the spikiespititspikit 6faf the lordurd and the holy ghost
the terms are frequently used synonymously we often
say the spirit of god when we mean the holy ghost we
likewise say the holy ghost when we mean the spirit of
god the holy ghost is a personageperson inagedge the godhead and
is not that which lightethligh everyteth man that cometh into
the world it is the spirit of god which proceeds
through christ to the world that enlightens every man
thabthae comes into the world and that strives with the
children of men and will contiituecontirluecont toirlue strive with them
until it brings them to a knowledge of the truth and
the possession of the greater light andcand testimony of
the holy ghost 45

in his role as a special tutor of the faithfulfaithfull
under the directiondirectibndirect ofibn father and son the holy ghost is
the way of higher intelligence according to joseph PF

smith

by means of this spirit every man is enlightened
the wicked as well as the good the intelligent and

see dsccd&c 8484464808446464846

45smith45
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I1 nephi
was desirous also that I1 might see and hear and know of
these things by the power of the holy ghost which is the
gift of god unto all those who diligently seek him as well
in times of old as in the time that he should manifest
himself unto the children of men

I1seekseey

61

the ignorant the high and the low each in accordance
with his capacity to receive the lightlighte and this spirit
or influence which emanates from god may be said to
constitute mans consciousness and will never cease
to strive with man until man is brought to the posses-
sion of the higher intelligence which can only come
through faith repentance baptism for the remission
of sins and the gift or the presentation of the holy
ghost by one having authority 46

the holy glostghost as a spirit personage gives men a

greater manifestation of the spirit influence and power

of jesus christ than that which they generallygene receiveraIly
through the broad dispersement of the light or spirit of

christ to all men

HOLY GHOST FUNCTIONS AND POWERS

the flatherfather and son have delegated special roles
and functions to the holy ghost there follows an

enumeration and explanation of some of these responsibilities
and powers

joseph F smith holy ghost holy spirit co-
mforter 11 slljsseoyethe XIIimprovementimprovemontImprove marchetamentmOnt 1909 p 391
the prophet nephinephy also portrays the holy ghost as a tutor
of those who truly seelseei god he saidsaidssaldmaids if

0 0

for he that diligently seekethseebeth shall findfindy and
the mysteries of god shall be unfolded unto them by the
power of the holy ghost as well in these times as in
times of old and as well as in times of old as in times to
come wherefore the course of the lord is one eternal
round B of M I11 nephi 1017 19

46joseph

0
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holy ghost
F and sonsen

jesus christ said that the holy ghost has a special
calling to bear witness of the father and the son

verily verilyveaviaves I1rily say unto you that this is my
doctrine and I1 bear record of it from the father and
whoso believeth in me believeth in th fathefather alsoaisoalsot anddnd
unto him will the father bear record of me for hebe will
visit him with fire and with the holy ghost

and thus will the father bear record of me and the
holy ghost will bear record unto him of the father and
me for the father and I1 and the holy ghost are one 47

holy ghost and omn-
ipresence

the holy ghost has great power as a embermember of the
godhead in fact he is omnipresent joseph F smith ex-

plained that the holy ghost is not everywhere present as an

organized spirit but that his ubiquity is a factor of his
power and influence he saidsaidssaldmaids

the holy ghost as a personage of spirit can no
more be orhnipresent in person than can the father or
the son but by hi intelligence his knowledge his
power and influence over and through the laws of
nature he i and can be omnipresent throughout all
the works of godgodlgoagodt 48

holy ghosghostaghos andana truth
and

the

spirit is truth 49 jesus christ indicated that the mission

47b47s of M 3 nephi 11353611053611351105 see36 also verse 32

smith holy ghost thjmgrovt E XII 390
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of the holy ghattghb6tgh6tt was to develop a fulnessfalness of truth in manmans

howbeit when he the spirit of truth is come he will
guide you into all truth 1150 he is a revelator and as such

he shall teach you all things and bring all things to your

remembrancer51remembranceremembrancer xtat115111 is said in the dcyrine and covenants

that the holy ghost knoweth all things 52

holy ghost and intellig-
ence

the holy ghost has power to communicate the know-

ledge and understanding of heaven to men joseph smith

taught that as the holy ghost dispenses this truth and light
he is the source of pure intelligence he said

A person may profit by noticing the first intima-
tion of the spirit of revelation for instance when
you feel pure intelligence flowing into you it may
give you sudden strokes of ideas so that by noticing
lffiff you may find it fulfilled the same day or soon
ie those things that were presented unto your

minds by the spirit of god will come to pass and thus
by learning the spirit of god and understanding it you
may grow into the principle of revelation until you
become perfect in christ jesus 5

brigham young also spoke of the holy ghost saying

that hietieliethelseise had the power to enlighten men and that he is the

spirit of intelligencesintolligenceintelligence
if you could just humble yourselves until your

eyes should be enlightened by the spirit of god by

john 161316s13 see also 1 john 56
john 52d&cdac14 26 d&c 4217

sas3 III111ililii 381
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the spirit of intelligence you may understand things
the world cannot see 54

presumably the spirit of intelligence the spirit of god

here referred to is the holy ghost because the higher

manifestation of the spirit of christ is described in this
context

holy ghost n3 the fruits
of the spiritsehit

it is through the molyholy ghost that men experience

and receive many of the refining and joyous influences of

god for example paul saidsaidssaldmaids bu the fruit of the spirit
is love joy peace longsufferinglongsuffaringlongiong gentlenesssuffering goodness

faith meekness and temperance 55 in this same vein paul

told the romans that the holy ghost has power to convey the

beautiful feelings of love and hope that come from god

now the god of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing that ye may abound in hope through the power of

the holy ghost 1156

ho1vholyhoev ghost

s
odtheofthe

gjg

also accordingaccotding to paul the holy ghost has the power

to sanctifysanctifyxsanctifyisanctity

brigham54brighambrighom54 young address delivered at salt lake city
august 8 1852 journal of digcougsejs reporter G D watt
III111ili london england 18567 89
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takatak6

thath4 americanamtericanam6ricanameerAmter conticontinentican tienthentnent as

described in the book of mormon jesus christ commented on

57 2 thessaloniansthess 213alonians dacd&c 8403
58b5qb of M helaman 52324523 43454324 45
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but we are bound to give thanksthinks always to god for
you brethren beloved of the lord because god hathbath
from the beginning chosen yeu to
sanctifsanctis

salvation
cation

through
sanctificatinsanctification of the spirit and belief of thetruth57truths5truth

holyroly

57

ghost nd fire
the reception of the holy ghost is at timetimes accomp-

anied by the manifestation of firefirem the prophet nephi and

his brother lehi had such an experience as described in the
book of mormon a

and it came to pass that nephi and lehi were en-
circled about as if by fire even insomuch that they
durst not lay1ayaay their hands upon them f6rfar fear lest they
should be buirnedbutnedobuznedo nevertheless nephi and lehi were
not burned y and they were as standing in the midst of
fire and were not burnedbucbur

and
rIed

when they saw that they were encircled about
with a pillar of fire and that it burned them not
their hearts did take courage

and it came to pass that when they cast their eyes
about and 607609 that the cloud of darkness was dispersed
from overshadowing them beholdble theyholdhoid saw that they
were encircled about yea every soul by a pillar of
fire

and nephi and lehi were in the midst of them
yea they werewerowece encircled about yea they were as if
in the midst of a flaminglaming fireirelref yet it did harm them
not neither did it tak hold upon the walls of the
prison and they were filled with the joy which is
unspeakable and full of glory

and behold the holy spirit of god did come down
from heaven and did enter into their hearts and they
were illedfilledbilled as if with fireirelre and they could speak
forth marvelous words 58

during his visit to th
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the experience of nephi and lehi with the lamanitesLama henites
saidt

and ye shall offer forsorser a sacrifice unto me a broken
heart and a contrite spirit and whoso cometh unto me
with a broken hartheart emdand a contrite spirit him will I1
baptize with irefirelre and with the holy ghost even as the
lamanitesLama becausenites of their faithaithfalthalth in me at the time of
their conversion were baptized with firefitesiresicesite and with the
holy ghost and they knew it not

SPIRIT A transfiguring AGENT

it is by the spirit that men are able to bear the
presencepretence of god in a revelation to jasephjbsephj6seph smith the lord

saidt for no man has seen god at any time in the fleshleshiesh
except quickened by the spirit of god608606 60 joseph said in

another revelation known as the vision

off er for

f
f

59

f

which is contained

in the doctrine and covenants that through the power and

manifestation of the spirit while in the fleshleshiesh they may

be able to bear his presence in the world of glory 61

SUMMARY

the holy ghost is a member of the godhead he is
an organized personage of spirit and acts under the direction
of the father and the son his influence and powers center

in the father and come to him through jesus christ his
special role is to develop the spirit influence intellig-

ence and powerpoverponer of jesus christ in men particularly those

59b59b0 of M
1 3 nephi 920

d&c 6711 d&c

f
161

spirit

mo



67

men who are baptized or who make a special effort to learn
of the sossons gospel in the sense that hebe is responsible to
develop the higher truths of the gospel of jesus christ in

the lives of men he is said to be a greater light than that
light which emanates from christ to all men

the holy ghost is a spirit of truth love goodness

joy intelligence and powerbowerhower he radiates these influences
and attributes to all those who aspire to the sons of christ
he also acts as an agent to protect or transfigure men that
they can stand in the presence of god

SPIRIT A quickening AGENT

sometimes it is not apparent whether the holy ghost

is acting in his role as an agent for the father and son or

whether father and son are acting directly by their own

power and spirit A case in point is the power which

quickens a body after death for example the apostle paul

said to the romans

but if the spirit of himbim that raised up jesus from
the dead dwell in you he that raised up christ from
the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his
spirit that dwllethdwollethdelleth in you 62

DIVINE NMURENATURE AND SPIRIT

in view of the many powers inherent in god through

his spirit among whihwbi6hchih are creation life government and

the dispersement of his attributes such as justice goodness

62romans62 811Romans

among
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love joy and the perfecting influence of that spirit upon

his children it appears that gods holy spirit is his
divine nature

conclusion

the powers known to us as the spirit oi light of

christ originate in god the eternal father they centertenter in
jesus christ for this earth jesus christ obtained a ful
ness of the fathers mind or spirit glory and power and is
one with the father the third member of the godhead the
holy ghost is one with the father and the son and bears

witness ofofthemefthemthem he is a special light and source of

higher intelligence unto men who qualify themselves for

the gift of theethebhe holy ghost that they might be transformed

into the image of christ
it is not surprisingstirsuir thatprising there is at times con-

fusion between the power and influence manifested by the
holy ghost and the power and influence of jesus christ known

as the spirit or light of christ in that the power of the
holy ghost and the light or spirit of christ both come from

the same person jesus christ thus the difference between

them can be only a matter of degree or sphere of action

the spirit of god is his divine nature it is his
powerpowers it manifests the attributes of his character
throughout the world it is god moving in his glory and

it is referred to as intelligence or in other words light
and truth
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chapter 5

LIGHT

the scriptures refer to god as a being of light
for example 1 john states t thisiltbis then is the message

which we have heard ot him and declaredeciare unto you that god

is ijlghttf and in him is no darkness at all the prophet

joseph smith also alluded to the fact that light is funda-

mental to the nature of god when he wrote to james arlington

bennets without controversy that friendship which intel-
ligent beingsbeihgs would accept as sincere must arise from love

and that love grow out of virtue which is as much a part

of religion as light is aigarta2artasartesartabart ofofjefigvjh 2

LIGHT IS tabernacled

light is an inherent part of the being of god his
body is filled with lightlights he dispenses this light to man

that man may also le filledilledbilled with light and become as god

on this subject a revelation in the doctrine and covenants

stalest

11ll john 1 italics by the writer
2josephajoseph smith hi story of tg chtirchcjichcaich of jesus christ

of latter ed B H roberts td2d ede rev salt
lakelare 1969 VI 73 italics by the
writer hereafter cited as HC
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that which is of god is light and he that receivethreceivelight and cohtinuethcoritinueth in god receivethreceive more light and
that light growethgroseth brighter and brighter until the
perfect daydayo 3

another revelation in the doctrine and covenants

states the importance of being filled with light
and that body which is filled with light comprehendethcomprehend all
things4thingsthingsothingbo it would appear that a body filled with light is
like unto god for that body comprehendethcomprehend all things

not only is god filled with light but this light appears

to be tabernacled such as in the case of angels the
prophet joseph smith naughtstaughtxtaughts angels have advanced further
their light and glory being tabernacled and hence they

appear in bodily shape

LIGHT manifested

upon occasion god has avoredfavoredadored certain men with a

personal theophany in which they have seen his light or

glory some of these men have written of their experiences

joseph smith described this light as a pillar of ght6light116light
and

ilg116tig

a cloud11cloud of light7lighto but of a far purer and more

3theathe doctrine and covenants salt lake city the
church of jeusjesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 5024
hereafter cited as dacd&cd&c4

4d&c 8867 5tg V jVI 51

fahe6thefthe pearl of great price salt lake city the
church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 joseph
smith 2152tlatl hereafter cited as P of G P followed by
theethiethia reference within

ap7p of G P y joseph smith 268
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glorious appearance and brightness8brightness18brightness than818 the sun the
apostle paul wrote of the appearance of a bright light
stating that this light was 11 above the brightness of

the sun 19119 in his epistle to timothy paul also said of

the light surrounding the resurrected christ who only hathbath

immortality dwelling in the light which no man can approach

unto 111 no natural man can approach this light unless

transfigured or strengthened 11

LIGHT OF THE WORLD

in the scriptures jesus christ is often called
the light of the world I1 or in other words the influence

of all good truth and enlightenment for example the

apostle john wrote of christychrists that was the true light
which lightethligh everyteth man that cometh into the world 12

the prophet joseph smith also described jesus christ as

the light and life of the world a light which shinethchineth in

darkness and the darknessdar comprehendethcomprehendknessknets it notnol 13

the reception or rejection of this light is the

basis of man judgment the doctrine and covenants statesstatess
behold here is the agency of inan and here is

the condemnation of man because that which was from

SHC VI 536 cts 2613
10 timothy 616gig
liseeusee chapter 3 ppap 323332 37383733 see38 also chapter

4 p 66

12johnisjohn 197 dacd&c 93s2 9 13d&c 3923920
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radiates truth that truth shinesnines
it is light that brings an understanding of truth 19

idicid&c14d&c 93013293313293019331
5b15b
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the beginning is plainly manifest unto them and they
receive not the light

and every man whosewhoso spirit receivethreceive not the light
is under condemnation

the prophet moroni also wrote that men could judge by the

light of christs
and now my brethren seeing that ye know the

light by thichwhich ye may judge which light is the light
of christ see that ye do not judge wrongfully for
with that same judgment which ye judge ye shall also
be judged 15

it is through the light of christ that men are

brought to thebthe father and to the covenant of the

gospel 1016 jesus taught this same message when hebe said of

himself I1 am the light of the world he that followeth

me

if

shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of

lifeilfe 17ss17

LIGHT AND TRUTH

the relationship between truth and light is stated

in the following revelations foradforaffor the word of the lord is
truth and whatsoever is truth is light and whatsoever is
light and spirit even the spirit of jesus christ 18

14
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LIGHT AND intelligence

in earlier chapters it was pointed out that spirit
and gl6ryglory ate at times used interchangeably with light 20

they are also associated with intelligence 21 perhaps

then light may have the same correlation to intelligence
the relationship between light and intelligence is stated
in this quotation from the doctrine and covenants and if
your eye be single to my glory your whole bodies shall be

filled with light and there shall be no darkness in you

and that body which is filled with light comprehendethcomprehend all
0things here light is associated with comprehending

all things11 intelligence also has something to do with

comprehending11comprehending all things for intelligence is a blending

of light and truth 23 which is the power of understanding 24

furthermore the context of many references in the
scriptures where the role of jesus christ is portrayed as

the light and life of men 25 seems to indicate that light

is the power of enlightenment and intelligence

2eeichapter2seetchapter 3 ppap 192119 34353421 see35 also chapter
4 p 53

2lsee21seealsee chapter 3 ppap 212221 3622 see also chapter 4
ppap 525352 63646364063 64053

22d&c

64

886 see dacd&c 93 36

see for example HC III111 380381380 see381 also john
A widtsoeWidt evidencessoe anoancand reconciliations III111ili salt lake
city bookcraft in77 19517719517 PP 69737
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LIGHT AND SPIRIT

in chapter four on spirit 26 there is a discussion
on spirit and light in which it is indicated that light is
spirit m7 orson pratt also indicated that light is su-
bstantially the same as spirit he maidssaids

there are a great many things that we can learn
independently of these direct revelations but still
we need the help of the lord in some measure in our
researches to learn anything we need the influence
of the spirit of god to quicken the light that is with-
in us for light cleaves to light and the spirit of
god is light and it cleaves unto the light that enters
into the composition of the spirit of manmand 28

benjamin F johnson a closediose personal friend of the
prophet joseph smith reported that joseph taught

that light and lifelifilfe and spirit were one
that all light and heatbeat are the glory of god which
is his power that fills the immensity of space
and is the life of all things and permeates with
latent life and heat every particle of which all
worlds are composedcompo thatsedl light or spirit and matter
are the two first great primary principles of the
universe or of being that they are self existent
existentcoexistentco indestructible and eternal and from
these two elements both our spirits and our bodies
were formulated 29

light is at times a synonym for spirit and often

see chapter 4 ppap 53545375453

d&cdac27d&c

54

8445
28orson280rson pratt address delivered in salt lake city

march 14 1875 journal of discourses reporter david W

evans xvii london england 18757 327

2benjamin29benjamin29 FBenjamin johnson an interesting letter ii

written to elder geotgegeoage S gibbs composed between april
1930 and october 1903 copy located in brigham young un-
iversity library rovo utah p 7
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refers to the light of christchristy which is the spirit of

christ 30

LIGHT AND GLORY

in an earlier chapter it was shown that light and

glory are at times used interchangeably 31 in addition

it seems of interest to note that during the overt man-

ifestations bfof god18god06 glory and light both glory and light
have been described 1 as a cloud 2 as exceedingly

bright and 3 as beyondb6yond the power of a natural man to
withstand 32

DIVINE NATURE AND LIGHT

light appears to be like spirit and glory in that
light is used as a synonym for them and per formsforrAs some of

the same roles and functions those endowed with a fulnessfalness

of light have received a fulnessfalness of the divine nature of

the fatherPa 33ther

conclusion

light is referred to as intelligence glory and

3in301nain addition to what has been written in this
section see riadri&dij&d 880137880 particularly verse 13 see also
B of M moroni 718

3isee31seekisee chapter 3 ppap 192119 34353421

see
35

chapter 3 ppap 222622 32343226 chapter34 5 ppap
70717071070 710

see33see
71
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spirit and exhibits many of the characteristics and powers

associated with them it is a fundamental part of gods
composition his body is filled with light the scrip-

ture states god is light light is part of gods

divine nature 34

34 john 15101
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BASIC FEATURES OF THE divineDIVJCNE NATURE
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introduction TO THE BASIC FEATURES OF
THE DIVINE NATURE

in this section some selectedselect characteristicsbd

and attributes of god are described they are truth
life love and goodness these attributes and characte-
ristics are basic features of the divine nature for it
can be readily understood that in the absence of a fulnessfalness
of spirit gloryqloryalory and light it is not possible to be per-

fect in goodness and loveiove to control the life powers of

the universe or to knowkhow all truthtruthstruthe it is through gods
divine nature that his love and goodness are dispersed

that truth is disseminated and that life is sustained

78
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chapter 6

TRUTH

TRUTH DEFINED

the apostle john tells of the prayer of jesus at

the last supper in this prayer jesus said of the powers

that reside in the eternal fatherfathers sanctify themthern through

thy truths thy word is truth 111 god throughthrougb the power

of his spirit which is the spirit of truth sanctifies
his disciples in addition his words or decrees are truth
because as god speaks the destiny of earths and their
creatures unfolds all of god words and decrees have

been fulfilled are now being fulfilled or will be ful-
filled thus the words of god may be said to be tantamount

to being hishighla acts past present and future which are truth
as defined in a revelation to the prophet joseph smith

and truth is knowledge of things as they are and as they

were and as they are to come

SPIRIT OF TRUTH

jesus christ is the source of all truth for this

ijohn 1717
the2theathe doctrine and covenants salt lake city the

church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 9324
hereafter

0.0

cited as dac
79

chapter
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of the world 4

mnym6nymany people will readily admit that jesus is the
power and influence of spiritual truths or t lestylestr thttirtairt
he has had extraordinary influence as

endand

stirtrtirt y
originabrigina ted

4theathe
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erth whether of a secular or a spiritual nature thus it
is that jesus is salci to be the spirit of truth 113

the
brother of jareejarecjaredjeree understood thatthet christ wswaswes the source of

11 truth for he was commanded to write 11 esus chrischrls

morl teachertepcber but

they would deny that he has anything too do with physicphysical or

seculesecularsecale truth josephjosoph F smith however indicates thttbnttant
jesus christchristychrists in conjunction with other members of the god-

head is the fountainfokintain of 11 truth including the socalledso

secular
called

truths
the father son and holy ghost s one god pre

the fountain of hithbithtruth from this fouhtinfouhtnihfountin 11exil the
ancient learned philosophers have received their in-
spiration and wisdom from it they hvebpvebavehave received plinilnii
their knowledge if wowe find truth in broken fragments
through the ages it moymay be set down asis rm incontro-
vertible fact that it originated at the fountainfount ndeinpineln
was given to philosophers inventors patriots reformersreformer
and prophets by the inspiration of god it cmecnmecame from
him through his schsohson jesus christ endenaanci the holy chosicchosfc
in the first place and from no other source it is
eternaleter

christ
neltnelineit

therefore being the fountainfount ofeinpineln truth is
no imitatorimi 0tatortotor he taught thethen truth fist it wswes hisbis
before it wswas given to man

3d&c3p&c 93s99391 26

the book of mormon salt lake citycityscites the church of
jessusjesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 ether 412 herebere
after cited as B of M followed by the reference within
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part of the earthly mission of jesus of nazareth
was to ear witnessfitness unto the truth mam6 particularly of

those truths which constitute his gospel it is throughthrou

the

913gli

gospel that man can attain to a fulnessfalness of the truth 7

even as jesus himself has received a fulnessfalness of truth yea

even of all truth 8

SPIRIT AND TRUTH

since this subject was covered in an earlier
9chapter the following is a short summary the holy ghost

and the spirit ar6r light of christ are both referred to as

truth that is they carryclarry truth they give truth and

their influence is that of truth

TRUTH AND GLORY

kingkinq benjamin a nephite prophet seems to indicate
in an address to hisbis people that as a man is filled with

love and knowledge of the precepts of justice and truth
he is also filledilledbilled with knowledge of the glory of god

and behold I1 say unto you that if ye do this ye
shallshailshali always rejoice anidaridannd be filled with the loveiove of
god and always retain a remission of youryoun sins and
ye shall growgrov in the knowledge of the glory of him

6johnajohn 18071837
7seeasee dacd&c 93g2793t27 28

8d&cqd&c 9326

see chapter 4 ppap 54 626362 63

mi assionssion
bear 6

rece ived
IS

6rlight

f



82

that created you or in the knowledge of that which
is just and true 10

the relationship of glory and truth which is sug-

gested by king benjamin is stated more clearly in the
doctrine and covenants forfot there the idea is expressed

that when a man keeps the commandments he receives truth
and light and a his knowledge of truth and light in-
creases so also willvill his knowledge of gods glory increase
until hebe is glorified through truth the doctrine and

covenants staleststateststatoss he that keepethkeeneth his commandments rece

ivsth truchtruth and light until he is glorified in truth and

knoweth all things

the glory of god is intelligence or

in other words light and truth m2s12

LIGHT OF TRUTH

there are in the scriptures at least two usages of

the phrase light of truth one of these usages appears

in section 88 of the doctrine and covenants where the
phrase light of truth appears to be substantially the
same as the spirit or light of christchristychrists

OBlobiob of M mosiah 412
lld&c11d&c 9328

d&cdac12d&c 93363369 see also chapter 3 p 27 on the same
subject

as

iv6thtruth
toll

glory is in fact a combination of truth and light
this is clearly indicated in a later verse of the revela-
tion just quoted
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he that ascended up on high as also he descended
below all things in that he comprehended all things
that he might be in all and through all things thelight of truthy

which truth shinethinethchinethsh this is the light of christ
As also he is in the sun and the light of the sun
and the power thereof by which it was made 3

A second usage of the phrase light of truth
found in the scriptures appears to be synonymous with mans

primal intelligence that substance ego or spirit which

was not created which has always existed and which is co-

eternal with god A revelation on this subject states
man was also in the beginning with god intelligence or

the light of truth was not created or made neither indeed

can be 14

conclusion

in this section it has been shown that god is a

god of truthtruths he is glorified14glorified in truth all truth in
the world comes from jesus christ and is distributed by

the spirit or light if christ and the holy ghost the
phrase the light of truth is used interchangeably with

d&c

see also dac 9323 B H roberts
wrote about the phrase light of truth as being the same
as the primal intelligence he saidt the phrase the
light of truthtruth1trutha is given in one of the revelations as the
equivalent for an intelligenceintelligence1intelligenced here discussed by7 which
is meant to be understood as I1 think that intelligent
entities perceive the truth are conscious of the truth
they knew that which is hence the light of truth I1 inint-
elligence brigham H roberts the seventys course of
theology 2nd year outline history of the dispensations of
the gospel salt lake city skelton publishing co
1908 p 9
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the spirit or light of christ and with the primal intellig-

ence of man truth shines truth is eternal truth is
knowledge of things as they are and as they were and as

they are to come 15

15d&c 9324
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chapter 7

LIFE

LIFE OF THE WORLD

jesus christ testified of the powers of life that
dwelt in him when he said I1 am the life of the world

the bread of lifelifiiseilseils 2 and the living water 3 As jehovah

the god of the oldoid testament jesus christ said that he was

the fountain of living waters4waters and4 the fountain of

lifeilfe 5115 all powers of life physicalphysicaphysical and spiritual dwell

within jesus christ and through him all men are to be

partakers thereof john taylor explains
one thing as we read is that the father gave him

power to have life in himself for as the father hath j

life in himself so hath he given to the son to have
life in himself and further he had power when all
mankind had lost their life to restore life to them
again and hence he is the resurrection and the lifelifer
which 6power

jesus

no

christ

other

is

man

the

possesses

power of life over death

the book of mormon salt lake citescitys the church of
jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 ether 412 here-
after cited as B of M followed by the reference within

2john 635605 ohn3johnajohn as7s73838

4jeremiahdjeremiahjeremiah 213 salm5psalmsaim 369360
66johnajohnjohn taylor the medimedl atlen and atonement S saltaltait

lake city deseret newsmews company 188277w PP t3t5t36 see
also john 5265s26
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church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 8813
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through the resurrection he is also the power of lifelifilfe
over spiritual death which is caused by sin paul wrote

to the romans as follows about the power of jesus christ
over sin and deathdeaths for the law of the spirit of lifelifilfe ine

christ jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and

death 7

jesus christ is the life of all temporal existence
through the spirit of christchristy A revelation to joseph smith

states that the spirit of christ is that which giveth life
to all things 8

thus the powers of life centered in jesus christ
include the resurrection of the body the life of all tem-

poral existence and those spiritual powers of life that
culminate in eternal life

LIFE AND SPIRIT

the subject of life and spirit has been more
Qentensivelyintensivelyenten treatedsively in chapter fourafour7 but to summarize

the spirit of christ is the power which giveth life to

all things 10 the holy ghost is generally associated with

the powers of lifelifsilfe leading to eternal life nevertheless

romans
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s
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all spirit influence and power including those of the

holy ghost are under the direction and control of jesus
1912christ thus he is the author through the spirit of

all the powers of life which are sent forth by the will of

the father

ETERNAL LIFE OR everlasting LIFE

eternal life and everlasting life are used interc-

hangeably in the scriptures for example the apostle

john makes no distinction in meaning between them when

he sayssayssdayss

whosoever believeth in him should not perisperishperls
but have eternalifeeternalizeeternaleterna lifeilfe

the world that he gave his
only begotten son that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish but have asiisj1 1

jesus christ is the source of eternal or everlasting

life for men he said and I1 give unto them eternal life
and they shall never perish neither shall any man pluck

them out of my hand in his prayer at the last supper

jesus again emphasized to his disciples that he gives

eternal life and that it consists in knowing hilehintshire
As thou hast given hirnhimhlin power over all flesh

that he should give eternal lifelifilfe to as many as
thou hast given him

and this is life eternal that they might know

12see dacd&c 5027 see
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thee the only true god and jesus christ whom thou
hastbast sent15

what is eternal lifelifilfe ite is the type and kind of

life that god possesses as a spiritual and glorified being

president heber 1 grant said eternalileternal life is gods

life 1016 the scriptures equate eternal life with those

attributes and powers of life associated with celestial
glory for example the4 lord said to adam

even so ye must be born again into the kingdom of
heaven of water and of the spirit and be cleansed by
bloodbloody even the blood of mine only begotten that7 ye
might be sanctified from all sin and enjoy the words
of eternal life in this world and

d to ffpme

to joseph smith the lord revealed that when men receive

the comforter they have the promise of 1 eternal life even

the glory of the celestial kingdom 81118 thus eternal life
is to have a fulnessfalness of glory spirit and light or in

other words to have all the privileges powers and per-

fections bf the divine nature of god

ETERNAL LIVES

the meaning of eternal lifelifilfe must be distinguished

15johnisjohn 1723172
heber16heberhebec

3

J grant had adam been through the ex-
perience of mortality on another sphere before he came
here february 26 1931 quoted in clarkdarkmark messmes sagesges of the
first presidency V 290
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from the meaning of eternal lives eternal lives has to
do with possessing eternal life and being married under the
new and everlasting covenant of marriage so as to beget

children after the resurrection thus eternal lives is
the power to beget children after the resurrection both

eternal life and eternal lives are aspects of those powers

of life inherent in the fulnessfalness of the spirit and glory or

divine nature of god

conclusion

the father has given all powers of lifelifilfe to his son

jesus christ thus jesus has life within himself he is
the power of life through his spirit of all temporal

things he is also the power of the resurrection and of

eternal life

18seeiqseeissee dac 132192413219 taylortaylorl24 the mediatmedhat ionlon and
atonement p 141

e

mediation24o



ml111 said joseph smith ii F state
that god is love 2 likewise in 1 john the thought that
god is love is also indicated he that loveth not

knoweth not godgodrgodt

lectureelectures

cistarhistary

chapter 8

LOVE

GOD IS LOVE

love is one of the chief characteristics of

deity

john declared for god is love 3

LOVE OF GOD

the scriptures indicate that god loves his
children they stressstresatres that the offering of the beloved

son as a sacrifice for sin was a particularly signifi-
cant act of love by the father for example the apostle
john says for god so loved the world that he gave his
only begotten son 4 and also 1 john states herein is

1josephljoseph smith hi storyetory of the church of jesus christ
of latterdaylatter daydax saints ed B H roberts t2dted revt saltsiltsittsait
lake

P

citycityscites deseret book co 1969 IV p 227 hereafter
cited as HC

lectures of faith as found in the doctrine and
covenants of the church of the latter day saints kirtland
ohio FP G williams and co 1835 no illIII111liiili p 39

3 john 498 4johnajohn 316
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love not that we loved god but that he loved us and sent

his son to be the propitiation for our sins 15 the prophet

jacob taught that the offering up of isaac by abraham was

a similitude of the offering up of the beloved son6 by

god 7

john A widtsoe offered the reason why god provided

the atonement and why he does his many other beneficient
artstactst

love is the attribute that prompts god to give
help to all beings inferior to himself the purpose
of gods love is to lift his children perhaperhapsberha through
endless ages toward his own likeness such love is
the highest manifestation of intelligence 8

joseph F smith taught that the love of god is not

limited to those that serve him but extends to all his
childrenchildrens

but in the teachings of christ there is a fuller
embodiment of revelation in the word father and the
application which he makes of the fatherhood of god
invests his life with supreme tenderness and beauty
As an examples in the old scripture we are told
like as a father pitieth his children so the lord

pitieth them that fear him psalms 10313 but by
the interpretation of jesus the love of god as
father extends beyond these limitations even to those
who are unthankful and evil 9

551 john 410 6matthewmatthew 175
7bab of M jacob 45
8john A widtsoeWidt josephlsmithyseekersoe after truthtruths

prophet of god salt lake cityf deseret news press 1951
p 154 see also HC VI 312

mosephjoseph F smith fountain of truth 11 the improve
ment erabra X june 1907 p 628
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LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST

jesus christ submitted to the will of the father
in the preearthpre lifeearth to be the redeemer of mankindnian 10kind

president joseph F smith expressed christs action this
wayways he no doubt possessed a foreknowledge of all the
vicissitudes through which he would have to pass in the
mortal tabernacle 11 jesus willingly suffered12suffered2suffered and212 laid
down his life 13 according to orson pratt the atonement

was prompted by pure lovelovesiove the atonement was something

given through the pure love of god to fallen man without

any act of good works on the part of man 1141114 such love

can only be understood by those who according to an address

of the first presidency

rise higher and higher in the scale of intellig-
ence until they can comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth and lengthlengthy and depth and heighthheighheights
and to know the love of christ which passethbasseth know-
ledge a

LOVE AND SPIRIT

the apostle paul wrote but the fruit of the

losee P of G P moses 42
lljoseph11josephaljosephll11 Fjoseph smith spirit memories the co-

ntributor IV decemberDecern 1882ber p 114

see dacd&c 19181919181901918 ige190

13see

19

john 1017181017 15tl315s1318

orson140rson pratt address delivered at salt lake city
september 19 1880 journal of discourses reporter john
irvine XXI london engiengenglantitrr15hc15hcj IV 186 see also ephesians 317193217193173217
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spirit is love 16 he also said that the love of god is
shed abroad in our hearts by the holy ghost i nephi

testified of the effect of this love which is conveyed by

the spirit he saidsald I1 am encircled about eternally in

the arms of his loveloveoiovelovee 18 and again he saidsmaids he hath

filled me with his love even unto the consumingconsumjngconsuming of my

fleshleshiesh 19

the mutual feelings of true love dwell among the

father son and true believer through the spirit the
scripture statesstatessstates and we have known and believed the
love that god hath to us god is love and he that dwellethdwell

in

eth

love dwellethdwell ineth god and god in him 20

LOVE AND JOY

the apostle paul taught that joy comes from being

likemindedlike withminded jesus through love 21 love is said by the
prophet nephi to be joyous to the soul and the most desir-

able of all the attributes of god

and it came to pass that the spirit said unto mes
looklookicooki and I1 looked and beheld a tree and it was like
unto the tree which my father had seen and the beauty

ialations16galationsia 5522lations 22 17romans17romans 555

18theistheesthe

5

book of mormon salt lake citycityscites theO0 church
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Blgb of M 2 nephi 421
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thereof was far beyond yea exceeding of all beauty
and the whiteness thereof did exceed the whiteness of
the driven snow

knowest thou the meaning of the tree which
thy fahefather saw

and I1 answered him sayingsayings yea it is the love
of god which sheddetheddethsh itself abroad in the hearts of
the children of mentmeny wherefore it is the most
desirable above all things

and he spake unto me sayingsayings yea and the most
joyous to the soul 22

conclusion

love is perfect in god and is an inherent attribute
of his being the scripture states god is love 23

love is universally given to all the children of god

for those who obey the commandments there are given

greater intelligence and greater perception of the love

of god until they are perfected in him it is for man

one of the most desirable of all the attributes of god

B of M 1 nephi 118 212321
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chapter 9

GOODNESS

the apostles and prophets have taught that god is
good and that he is the source and influence of all good

in this world in addition they have taught that he is
not responsible for evil

GOD IS GOOD

the account of mosess second visit to mount sinai
as contained in the book of exodus indicates that god him-

self said to moses that he is abundant in goodness

and the lord descended in the cloud and stood
with him there and proclaimed the name of the lord

and the lord passed by before him and proclaimed
the lord the lord god merciful and gracious long
suffering and abundant in goodness and truth

in the lectures

he is merciful and gracious slow to anger
abundant in goodness and that he was so from eve-
rlasting and will be to everlasting 2

lexodusifixodusleeodus 3456345
lectures

6

of faith As found in the doctrine and
covenants of the church 0 the latter day saints kirtland
ohio F G williams and co 1835 no illIII111lillii ppap0 38
hereafter cited as ejofljof F
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of faith the scripture just quoted and

others is summarized as followsfollow
from the foregoing testimonies we learn the

following things respecting the character of god

urch
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the psalmist has also indicated that a basic

characteristic of god is his goodness for the lord is
good his mercy is everlasting and his truth endurethdurethen

to all generations 3

jesus christ recognized the perfect goodness of
god inherent in the eternal father when he said why

callestballest thou me good none is good save one that is
god 4

GOD IS THE SOURCE AND INFLUENCE OF ALL GOOD

god is the source and influence of all good in

this world for example the prophet joseph smith taught

that god is the great source and fountain from whence

proceeds all good 5 again he saidsaidssaldmaids if there was any-

thing great or good in the world it came from god 6

similarly the prophet moroni emphasized that all
good comes from jesus christ

and whatsoever thing persuadethpersua mendeth to do good is
of me for good cometh of none save it be of me I1
am the same that leadeth men to all good he that will
not believe my words will not believe me that I1 am

salm 10051000 see also psalm 1061
4lukebluke 1819 see also matthew 1917
5joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ

of latterdaylatter saintsday ed B H roberts tadt2d ed rev salt
lake city deseret book co 1969 11II 12 13

mosephjoseph smith the government of god the times
and seasons III111ili july 25 1842 p 856
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and he that will not believe me will not believe the
father who sent me for behold I1 am the father I1
am the light and the life and the truth of the
world 7

GOODNESS SPIRIT AND GLORY

the influence of goodness is sent forth by gods
spirit or glory 8

GOOD AND EVIL

this subject has been discussed in another

chapter 9

conclusion

god is perfect in goodness 10 he is the influence

of all good in this world and this influence is always

in opposition to evil god delights in goodness for he is
infinitely good

7tq book of mormon salt lake city the church
of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1956 ether 412
hereafter cited as B of M followed by the reference
within

QSCC chapter 4 p 55 chapter 3 ppap 262726

9seeasee

27

chapterapter 10 omnipotence omniscience and
omnipresence ppap 107111107
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2georgecgeorge

chapter 10

omnipotence omniscience AND omnipresence

the apostles and prophets have taught that by means

of his divine nature god is omnipotent omniscient and

omnipresent the following statement from the lectures
ofjfaith is representative in a general way of their
teach ings

we here observe that god is the only supreme
governor and independent being in whom all fullness
and perfection dwells who is omnipotent omnipresent
and omniscient without beginning of daydays or end of
lifeliferilfe and that in him every good gift and every good
principle dwells and that he is the father of lights
in him the principle of faith dwells independently
and

7

he is the object in whom the faith of all other
rational and accountable beings centerscenter for life and
salvation 1

omnipotence

the father and his son jesus christchristl are omn-

ipotent so great is their power that george Q cannon

said there is no power that human beings can conceive

of which he god7 does not possess 2 forpor example they

llecturesfilectures faith as found in the doctrine and
covenants of the church of the latter day saints kirtland
ohio F G williams and co 1835 no II11 p 12 here-
after cited as L 0 F

george Q cannon address delivered at salt lake
city october 5 1879 journal of pi scoursesscourkessco reporterursesursee
geo F gibbs XXI london englandtesttt 76
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there are two personages who constitute the gret
matchless governing and supreme power over 11 things
by whom all things were created and mide thtthinrtcht reerepre
created and made whether visible or invisible whether
in heaven on earth or in the earth under the erth
or throughout the immensity of space

faithfalth which stetesstates

pliell

ionlon 0

serseo eineandcindenderne by the son
I1 created themtheml which is mine only begotten 0 0 a I1

532537

creaticrepti

barthlearthl
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are the power by which ellalleliali things aremre created A statement

of their encompassingallencompassingall creative powers is given iriinirllri the

Jlectures of f w

they r re the
father and the son 3

therhe son hsbpsbeshes been invested with the powers of the

father and in the expression of these powers is the fatherfetherfetherfather
4

of creation moses learned that the acts of creationcreatloncreecret bytion
the son extend beyond this earth and the things thereof

for god said to mosesmosess

and worlds without number have I1 createdcreecrencgee mdmndandted I1
also created them for mine own purposepurpopurposer

but only an account of this earth and the inhabitinhabi
tants thereof give I1 unto you for behold there re
many worlds that hveheveaeve passed ewayawayewey by the word of my
power and there are many that now stand nd innumerinhumer
able are they unto man but all things ereareore numbered
unto me for they are mine and I1 know them 5

the prophet joseph smith taught thet the creationeptioncreatloncr

was not ex nihilonibilodibilo that is from nothingnothinq but that the
elements are eternal he also said there is no such

31 of F no V ppap 5253525375253252 see53 also B of M 3
nephi 9l5l9159151919251 ncmCCT5 2931

the father and the son A doctrinal exposition by
the first presidencpresidencypresidence to cited in clrk mesaepbesaMesabese thirtep

v P 27
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thing as immaterial meattermatterattermettermo all spirit is matter but it
is more fine or pure and cn only be discerned by purer

eyes hence the creation may properly be siesidspidspie to hvebpvebave

been an organization from elements which were iredyplrepdy in

existence john taylor wrote of the powers thet god hsbps to

organize worlds and the myriad forms of life
he spake endandmnd the waters were gatheredgm togetherthered

and the dry land appearedappeeredpred and in the eptioncreationcreatloncr of
the fish the fowls the beasts the creeping things
and man it was done in the councils of god the worewordwort
was let us do this and it weswas done it would seem
then that that government is perfect in its operations
for all the mandates of god are carried out with the
greatest exactitude endand perfection god spkesppkesepke chos
beerdheardbeardheerehenreheerd and the world was formed 8

the acts of creationcr byeption god shilshallshiisheilsheli never ceaseceases his
dominion power and glory shall increaseinc foreverrepse As joseph

F smith seidsspidseidseld
now if god is a man glorious perfected mn

that is perfect in all his glorious pttributestributesattributespt nd
infinite in power there never will come B time whenwbenaben
god the father will not have power to extend his dom-
inion and his glory he is the maker of heaven andpnd
the earth on which we dwell for he maeemade this erth
by his word and by his power how did he apkempke it he
called the elements that are invisible to our eyes he
formed the earth on which we dwell and hsbps formed
millions of worlds and they are peopled with his
childrenchilchii fordrent there is no end to his dominions endand the9thath
worlds

e
he has created cannot be numbered unto arnmpnmrn

d&cdac7d&c 1317713172 see also verse 8

8john taylor thj3pverment pf god liverpool
englandenglnds publisher S W richards 1852 p 2

joseph F smith conference tiktalktelkteik given december 20
1914 found in box elderejjaejreider news january 28 1915 quoted in
clark messages of the first presidency IV 329
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in addition to the creative powers of god just
described god B the governing and sustainingsteiningsu power of

all existence the prophet nephi described these powers

for behold the dust oeof the earth movethloveth hither
andend thither to the dividing asunder at the command
of our great and everlasting god

yea behold at his voice do the hills and the
mountains tremble and quake

and by the power of his voice they are broken up
and become smooth yea even like unto m veileyvalleyvelley

yea by the power of his voice doth the wholewhoie
earth shake

yea by the power of his voice do the foundations
rock even to the very center

yea and if he say unto the earth movmoveamov is
moved

yea if he seysay unto the erth thouthou shitshaltshait go beckbpck
that it lengthen out the dydey for many hours it is
done

and thus according to his word the erth goeth
back and it appearethappear untoeth man that the sun stndethstpndethstandeth
stillastillystill7 yea and behold this is so for surely it is
the earth that movethloveth and not the sun

and behold also if he say unto the waters of the
great deep be thou dried up it is done

behold if he say unto this mountain be thou
raised up and come over and fall upon tbt city
that it be buried up behold it is done

god is also omnipotent in the sense that 11 the

quickening powers of life in this temporal existence come

from him on the subject of the lifegivinglife powersgiving which

god possesses george Q cannon seidsaidsmidseld in him we move in

him we have our being he can extinguish life he cn
create lifeilfe he can perpetuate life

is
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john taylor described some of the powers possessed

by jesus christ which makes him omnipotent these include

the powers of all life light truth and intelligence

the world was made by him and without him was
not anything made that was made and therefore having
made all things he has given to all things a law and
hence those laws which we have briefly alluded to are
the productions of his comprehensive intelligent and
infinite minds he is the alpha and omega the beginning
and the end the fountain of all life of all light of
all truth of all intelligence of all existence he
is also the sustainer of all life and all light in all
created beings in him all animal life of every form
has its being 1

the apostles and prophets have taught that the power

of god is centered in his priesthood for example george

Q cannon explained that the creative powers are inherent

in the priesthood he saidsaidssaldmaids our eternal father is the
creator of all things through the power of the everlasting
priesthood that priesthood which has been bestowed upon

and exercised by the servants of god in our day 11131013 john

taylor emphasized that the priesthood is the power of god

he wrote

in fact the power manifested by the priesthood is
simply the power of god for he is the head of the
priesthood with jesus as our president and great high
priestpriest7prieste and it is upon this principle that all the
works of god have been accomplished whether on the
earth or in the heavens and any manifestation of power
through the priesthood on the earth is simply a dele-
gated power from the priesthood in the heavens and the

12taylortstaylortS12 ththeTaylor e mediationmedimedl at ionlon and a0 0.0 P 167

lgeorge13 QGeorge cannon address delivered at syracuse
davis co august 22 1897 reporter arthur winter found
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more the priesthood on the earth becomes assimilated
with and subject to the priesthood in the heavens the
more of this power shall we possess i

apparently the priesthood is the divine system

through which the divine nature or spirit is manifest

for as describedscribed in some detail in chapter IV 15 it is by

the power of the spirit 1 that the creation occurred 2

that all things are governed and sustained 3 that in-
telligence and enlightenment are given to men 4 that
light is manifest and 5 that lifelifilfe existse it is of more

than passing interest that charles W penrose indicated

that god is omnipotent through his spirit
this spirit which pervades all things which is

the light and lifelifilfe of all things by which our heavenly
father operates bychichbywhich he is omnipotentpmnipqten never had
a beginning and never will have an end it is the
light of truth it is the spirit of intelligence 16

because of the greatness of christs power through

his participation in the divine nature of the father many

of the apostles and prophets have indicated that he is
omnipotent the prophet joseph smith taught that christ
has all power 17 king benjamin taught in his great dis-

course that christ is omnipotent stating

14taylorttaylorataylortT14 thejmiditheaylorTaylor atlonmediation and atonement p 887 see
also dac 121361213610

15seesee chapter IV also dacd&c 88611886117886 293122931711 12136-
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for behold the time cometh and is not far distant
that with power the lord omnipotent who reignethreig whoneth
was and is from all eternity to all eternity shall
come down from heaven among the children of men and
shall dwell in a tabernacle of clay and shall go
forth amongst men working mighty miracles such as
healing the sick raising the dead causing the lame
to walk the blind to receive their sight and the deaf
to hear and curing all manner of diseases 8

omnipotence AND LAW

what should one understand by the statement that
god has all powerspower1 and that he is omnipotentomnipotent11 does this
mean that god is a law unto himself that is to say that
he is not bound to obey law apparently not for the

apostles and prophets taught that there is a consistent
relationship between law and the omnipotence of god the
prophet john taylor wrote that god obeys law even though

he is the giver and sustainer of lawlaws

god is unchangeable so are also his laws in all
their forms and in all their applications and being
himself the essence of law the giver of law the sus-
tainer of law all of those laws are eternal in all
their operations in all bodies and matter and through-
out all space it would be impossible for him to
violate law because in so doing he would strike at
his own dignitydignitdegnit power principles glory exaltation
and existence 1

george Q cannon also emphasized that god adheres

to lawlaws

now it may be said why did not god prevent man
and woman from taking this course because as I1 have

B of M mosiah 35 see also mosiah 3173217 182187
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said before it was right that they should exercise
their agency god shallshalishail I1 say could not do I1
detract from his majesty and his glory by placing a
limit on his power I1 will say that god would not
because it would be in violation of his own laws it
would be in violation of those eternal laws which our
god himself recognizes for him to have interfered and
deprived man and woman of their agency 20

likewise brigham young taught that god obeys law

for if he were not to do so he would cease to be godgods

the volition of the creature is free this is the law of

their existence and the lord cannot violate his own lawlawolawe

were he to do that he would cease to be god 112

SUMMARY

it would appear from the foregoing discussion that
god is not a creator of ultimate veritiesverifiesveri butties a revealer

of law22 to his creatures god is omnipotent in that he

has all the power that there is to have but through law

and by law and not by being beyond or above law neve-

rtheless gods power is not static but increasing as he

continues to progress in worlds and dominions

george 0 cannon address delivered at salt lake
city september 28 1884 journalofdiscpurses reporter
john irvine XXVI london

in addition to what has already been written
this idea is also implied in dacd&c 13020211302021013020 21o 883435883421 810810235
84394084394078439 932940 33 L of F no illIII111liiili p 42 isaiah
5921
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omnipotence AND EVIL

for many people the problem of evil has been a

serious stumbling block for belief in god 23 the depth

of human suffering and misery and the inclination of men

toward evil has caused some to ask why cannot god who is
omnipotent prevent these catastrophes in human experience

they reason that if god is good and if he loves his children
he would wish to abolish evil since he is all powerful

he should be able to abolish evil but evil exists some

therefore ask how can god be both good and loving and at

the same time be omnipotent

the apostles and prophets have taught that man not

god is responsible for evil and suffering in this life 24

god without doubt could remove the evil occasioned by man

but he does not for this would destroy the agency of man

and rob him of the necessary experience with evil to grow

and develop by overcoming it for instance the first presi-
dency consisting of joseph F smith anthon H lund and

charles W penrose wrote

while we do not charge the almighty with causing
the evils of any kind that afflict humanity and which
we regard as the fruits of disobedienceofdisobedience to his holy
laws we recognize the actfact that he is over all and
that he will eventually control everything to bring
about his own almighty plans the agency of man is
not interfered with by divine providence if men were
not left free to choose the good and refuse the evil
or vice versa there would be no righteousness or even

23see appendix I1
see the following quotation and footnote 25 of

this chapter

askwhy
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reason in bringing them to judgementjud ingement consequence
of the power of volition they become responsible beings
and therefore will receive the results of their own
doings they will be rewarded or punished according
to their works when the books are opened and they
are judged out of the things written therein

god doubtless could avert war prevent crime
destroy poverty chase away darkness overcome error
and make all things bright beautiful and joyful but
this would involve the destruction of a vital and
fundamental attribute in man the right of agency itis for the benefit of his sons and daughters that they
become acquainted with evil as well as good with
darkness as well as light with evil as well as good
with darkness as well as light with error as well as
truth and with the results of the infraction of
eternal laws 25

god is not responsible for evil on the contrary

he taught adam as recorded in the book of moses that his
power through the holy ghost is based on the application

of principles in opposition to evil namely on mercy

justice judgment and truth speaking of the holy spirit
the lord explained that it has aljfall owerqwerawer accgrdingaccordinaccordingaccordia to

wisdomwisdprn mermee t M 26

some people have supposed that since god is all
powerful he created evil or at least has the power to do

away with all evil however the apostles and prophets

have taught that evil was not created by god but that it
has always existed as an eternal opposite to good for
example george Q cannon held the view that evil is as

eternal as goods

25a2511a christmas greeting from the first presidency
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it seems as though evil is as eternal as good
error as eternal as truth and therefore he wants us
to know this power I1 do not know what the father
has in store for us to the full extent but I1 suppose
that evil will always exist and though we shall be
emancipated from the power and dominion of evil itwill be by keeping the commandments of god 27

the eternal influence of evil as an opposite to
good may be illustrated by what the oracles of god have

taught about the fall of satan and a third part of the hosts

of heaven they have taught that god sustained agency in

the preearthpre stateearth thus satan could choose good or

evil his rebellion and evil designs are spoken of in a

revelation to joseph smith which states
and it came to pass that adam being tempted of the

devil for behold the devil was before adam for he
rebelled against me saying give me thine honor which
is my power and also a third part of the hosts of
heaven turned he away from me because of their agency

the fact that both evil and good are eternal and

in opposition to each other has given rise to the concept

of eternal opposites that is good versus evil and also

other opposites such as joy versus sorrow and light versus

darkness the prophet lehi was cognizant of the principle

of eternal opposites he saldisaidi

for it must needs be that there is an opposition
in all things if not so my firstbornfirst inborn the wilder-
ness righteousness could not be brought to pass
neither good nor bad wherefore all things must needs

27george27 QGeorge cannon address delivered at nephi utah
november 2 1895 thejdeseret weekly reporter arthur
winter LI december 14 1895ttt 802602

28d&c28r&c 29363729063729362906 737 see also P of G P moses 41441 4
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I1 make peace and create evilevils I1 the lord do all these

things 3 it appears however that the lord is not re-

ferring to moral evil which disobedient men cause but to

that kind of evil which was mentioned by jeremiah when he

said of the wicked if so be they will hearken and turn

every man from his evil way that I1 may repent me of the

evil which I1 purpose to do unto them because of the evil

of their doings 30031 likewise the apostle james repudiates

the idea that god is the source of evil that tempts menmem

let no man say when he is tempted I1 am tempted of god

for god cannot be tempted with evil neither temptethtemp

29b29s

teth

of M 2 nephi 211 13

3isaiah30saiahmisaiah 457
31jeremiah31 260jeremiah

thithlngs
neinel hx t O0 e wherefore all
things must have vanished away 29

in view of the foregoing belief that god is not

responsible for evil some are disturbed by the implica-

tions in the following passage of scripture from the

prophet isaiahsisaiahtisaials I1 form the light and create darkness

110

be a compound in one wherefore if it should be one
body it must needs remain as dead having no life
neither death nor corruption nor incorruption happi-
ness nor misery neither sense nor insensibility

and if ye shall say there is no law ye shall also
say there is no sin if ye shall say there is no sin
ye shall say there is no righteousness and if there
be no righteousness there be no happiness and if there
be no righteousness nor happiness there be no punish-
ment

punis
nor

baft

misery and if these things are not there is
no god and if there is no god we are not neither the
earth for there could have been no creation of things
neither to t cprnpr to be acted uponudon
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summaryomnipotenceSUMMARY ANDomnipotence EVIL

god did not create evil doing his influence is
always contrary to evil evil has always existed in
opposition to good and is the unhappy consequence of the
misuse of agency since agency has always been sustained
by god evil is as eternal as good in light of these

facts it may be concluded that god is allpowerfulall inpowerful that
his power is sufficient for all men who are willing to

rise above the power of evil he is not allpowerfulall inpowerful

that he does away with all evil but in the sense that he

is not subject to evil and he has power through his divine

nature to raise those who obey his will so that they will
not be subject to evil

conclusion

god is said to be omnipotent he does not how-

ever have power to create something out of nothing he

did not create the elements nor law nor good and he

certainly did not create evil power results from organ-

ization and since god is the great organizer of life and

subordinates all life to himself in truth and on the basis

of free agency he has all the power that there is to be

james 113

inf luence
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had the basis of this power is his intelligence and under-

standing of the principles of truth and law made possible
by his divine nature and it is through his divine nature

that all of his acts are accomplished

omniscience

the scriptures indicate that god knows all things 33

for example the prophet nephi states 0 how great the

holiness of our godfgodi for he knoweth all things and there
is not anything save he knows it 34 similarly joseph

smith taught that gods knowledge is a source of power

in knowledge there is power god has more power than all
other beings because he has greater knowledge and7 hence

he knows how to subject all other beings to him 313 the
key to what is meant by the phrase knoweth all things

was indicated by the prophet joseph when he said

the great jehovah contemplated the whole of the
events connected with the earth pertaining to the
plan of salvationsalvati before it rolled into existence
or ever the morning stars sang together for joy
the pastthepast presentthe and the future were and are
with him one eternal now he knew of the fall of
adam thath4 iniquities of the antediluvians of the
depth of iniquity that would be connected with the human
family their weaknesses and strength their power and
glory apostasiesapost theirasies crimes their righteousness
and iniquity he7 comprehended the fall of man and his
redemption he knows the plan of salvation and pointed

33seessseeassee dac 93s28 421742s17 john 14s26 acts 151815318

B34b of M 2 nephi 9220
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sayingsayings he received a fulnessfalness of truth yea even
of all truth 37

jesus christ received a fulnessfalness of truth which

is also to say that he received a fulnessfalness of knowledge

knowledge is an important element of intelligence for it
is the combination of truth knowledge and the under-

standing of truth light that comprises intelligence
elder john A widtsoe defined intelligence as a compound

36hc IV 597

37d&c 9324269324 italics26 are those of the writer

knowledknowledg f thimsthings as they are
and as theywerethey andariciwere Qas thevchev are to come

113

it outouts he was acquainted with the situation of all
nations and with their destiny he ordered all things
according to the council of his own will he knows the
situation of both the living and the dead and has made
ample provision for their redemption according to
their several circumstances and the laws of the king-
dom of god whether in this world or in the world to
come 36

god knows all things for by his divine nature he sees and

understands all things that are in his great domain whether

it be the past the present or what will occur in the future

the idea that god knows all things past present

and future is directly associated with the concept of god

as a being of truth and as a center of the spirit of truth
A revelation states that the spirit of truth centers in

christchrists
0 0 truth is knowledge oft
and whatsoever is more or less than this is the

spirit of that wicked one who was a liar from the
beginning

the spirit of truth is of god I1 jesus christy
am the spirit of truth and john bore record of me
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of light and truth 50 joseph smith indicated that man

must acquire knowledge to traverse the path to godlike

intelligence
the first principles of man are selfexistentself withexistent

godgodogode god himself findingindinganding he was in the midst of
spirits and glory because he was more intelligent
saw proper to institute laws whereby the rest could
have a priviledgeprivi toledge advance like himself the rela-
tionship we have with god places us in a situation
to advance in knowledge he had power to institute
laws to instructhe weaker intelligences that they
may be exalted with himself so that they might have
one glory upon another and all that knowledge power
glory and intelligence which is requisite in order
to save them in the world of spirits 39

it is not only the assimilation of knowledge that
leads to omniscience but the enlightening influence of

the divine nature must also be present A revelation

received by the prophet joseph smith indicates the impo-

rtance of the divine nature in comprehending all things

it states that body which is filled with light
comprehendethcomprehend all things 40 because god is filled with

light and has all knowledge heliellehie is the most intelligent of

all beings the lord said to abraham of his intelligence

these two facts do exist that there are two
spirits one being more intelligent than the other
there shall be another more intelligent than they I1

john A widtsoeWidt evievlsoe dencesdeuces and reconciliationsrecpnciliations
salt lake city bookcraft ijsittii P 72

39hc VI p 312 these same principles are indi-
cated in the P of G P abraham 31926319 italics26 are those
of the writer
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liehelleile is the god whom we worship when we call upon
him though he may be remote from us dwelling in his
holy habitation in the midst of the eternities the
very thoughts of our hearts the very conceptions of
our minds 9 the feeble whisperings of our voices they
ascend to him are carried to him his ear comprehends
them his bowels of compassion are moved towards us
his children his allpiercingall eyepiercing penetrates eternity

41p of G P abraham 319
42p of G P moses 12728l27y28127228

godagod7
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am the lord thy god I1 am more intelligent than they
all 41

through his great intelligence god is omniscient

and his intelligence is greater than the combined intellig-

ence of all other beings

in order to better understand the concept of god

omniscience the experience of moses is enlightening

through the power of the spirit of god moses beheld every

particle of the earth and all the inhabitants thereof the
record states

10 it came to pass as the voice was still
speaking moses cast his eyes and beheld the earth
yea even all of ity and there was not a particle of
it which he did not behold discerning it by the
spirit of god

and he beheld also the inhabitants thereof and
there was not a soul which he beheld not and he
discerned them by the spirit of god and their num-
bers were great even numberless as the sand upon the
sea shore 42

if under the influence of gods glory or spirit
moses was able to see every particle of this earth and all
its inhabitants it is easy to see how god would know even

the thoughts of our hearts As george Q cannon taught

gods

7
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and the glance of his vision reaches us
there is not a single thought of our hearts which

he does not comprehend there7 is nothing connected
with us he does not know we may hide ourselves in
the bowels of the earth but we cannot conceal our-
selves from his allpiercingall sightpiercing we may climb the
highest mountains or descend into the deepest valleys
or we may go to the uttermost parts of the earth but
wherever we may go he is there his power is there
his vision is there to hear and to comprehend the
desires and the wishes of our hearts 43

omniscience ANDANI foreknowledge

the fact that god has foreknowledge was implied

by joseph smith when he said the great jehovah contem-

plated the whole of the events connected with the earth
0 0 the past the present and the future were and are

with him one eternal now 11144 gods foreknowledge was

expressed in the crucifixion of his son of christ luke

said in the acts of the apostles him being delivered by

the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of god ye have

taken and by wicked hands have crucified and slain 45

george Q cannon said of the foreknown and foreordained

crucifixion
god by his foreknowledge understood perfectly that

adam in the exercise of his agency would fall there-
fore he prepared a redeemer in the person of his son
jesus christ who we are told was a lamb slain from
before the foundation of the world 46146

george43george43 Q cannon address delivered in salt lake
city october 5 1871 journalofJour pinalof scour ses reporter
george F gibbs XXI london england881 73

44hc44k IV 597 acts 223
46cannon46 journalcannon of discourses XXVI p 189

4

inow 44
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england 1881881 7 30
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the foreknowledge of god operates in other areas

of the plan of salvation the prophet alma explained that
many priesthood bearers were given their roles in this
life according to the foreknowledge of godgods

0 0 0 this is the manner after which they were
ordained being called and prepared from the founda-
tion of the world according to the foreknowledge of
god on account of their exceeding faith and good
works in the first place being left to choose good or
evil therefore they having chosen good and exercising
exceeding great faith are called with a holy calling
yea with that holy calling which was prepared with
and according to a preparatory redemption for such 47

the question is at times asked does not gods
foreknowledge become a determining cause of the actions of
men and does it not therefore deprive man of his agency

after

11

hearing a speech by the prophet joseph smith matthew

S davis reported the prophets views on foreknowledge and

foreordination as follows I1 believe in the fall of man

as recorded in the biblebibie I1I1 beleytbelbeibelievebellevebeheyt
eyerythingeverything

eytthat
but

god

did

foreknew

noteveryh foreordain everything I1 deny that
foreordain and foreknow is the same thing

brigham young and willard richards wrote an article
entitled election and reprobation in which they denied

that the agency of man is ever arbitrarily circumscribed

they wrote of the action of god therefore he raised up

a man even pharoah who he foreknewforeknowfore wouldknew harden his

heart against god of his own free will and choice and

B of M alma 133
48hc III111 98 italics by the writer
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would withstand the almighty in his attempt to deliver his
chosen peopled49peoplepeopled the49 first presidency consisting of

joseph F smithpsmithy anthon H lund and charles W penrose was

more explicit they denied that foreknowledge is a deter-
mining cause of what a man does or does not do in this lifelifesilfe

therefore he has permitted the evils which have
been brought about by the acts of his creatures but
will control their ultimate results for his own glory
and the progress and exaltation of his sons and daug-
hters when they have learned obedience by the things
they suffer the contrasts experienced in this world
of mingled sorrow and joy are educational in their
nature and will be the means of raising humanity to
a full appreciation of all that is right and true and
good the foreknowledge of god does not imply his
action in bringing about that which he foresees nor
make him responsible in any degree for that which man
does or refuses to do the comprehension of this
principle makes clear many questions that puzzle the
uninformed as to the works and power of deity SO50

how is it that god controls this earth and its
creatures including man without disturbing agency it
appears from the writings of the apostles and prophets

that he does so on the basis that all intelligent entities
connected with this earth including man have given their
assent to his plan for this earth in addition to agreeing

to gods plan they also stress that a certain degree of

agency is preserved on this earth because there are for
each level of intelligence of which man is the highest
compartments or spheres of agency in which god does not

49hc491ic IV 263

SOA christmas greeting from the first presidency 11

deseret news magazine section december 19 1914 p 3

5lsee51seealsee taylor government of god ppap 767776 77
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interfere george Q cannon referred to this concept of a

sphere of agency when he said
we must remember to begin with that god our

eternal father has given unto each of us our agency
there is no human being born on the earth from whom
god has withheld his or her agency we have as much
right to exercise our agency in our sphere as god the
eternal father as to exercise his agency in his sphere
just as much 5

joseph smith taught that adam and eve our first
parents voluntarily subscribed to their sphere of agency

the organization of the spiritual and heavenly
worlds and of spiritual and heavenly beings was
agreeable to the most perfect order and harmony
their limits and bounds are fixed irrevocably and
voluntarily subscribed to in their heavenly estate
by themselves and were by our first parents subscribed
to upon the earth 53

adam and eve subscribed to the conditions of their
respective spheres both before coming to this earth and

when upon this earth likewise we may conclude that all
of gods children were allowed to subscribe to the cond-

itions of their pre earth54 and earthly spheres 55 these
children approved gods plan for this earth it was for

cannon journal of discourses XXVI p 1891890

53hc VI P 5

see HC VI p 51 as quoted on the proceedingprece
page

eding
and also for example the fact that god allowed

luciferluciflucia and a third part of the hosts of heaven to exercise
their agency unto condemnation see P of G P moses
414741 dacd&c47 29063729363729062936 762528762537

the55the
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scriptures indicate that man has agency on
this earth see B of M helaman 143014307 2 nephi 216
P of G P moses 43 dacd&c 933193317 see also james E talmage
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them a great moment in eternity as described by john

taylonionloi
hence as the discoveries of those geniuses already

referred to were hailed with pleasure by the inhabi-
tants of the world on account of the benefits con-
ferred upon men so when god created this earth and
organized men upon it the morning stars sung together
for jobyjoyyjoy711 they looked upon it as god looked upon itas a work perfect magnificent and glorious through
which they saw their way to exaltation glory thrones
principalities powers dominions and eternal felicity
they had the intelligence before but now they saw a
way through which to developedevelopeddev itelope through the worldsgreat architect their father they discovered a plan
fraught with intelligence and wisdom reaching from
eternity to eternity pointing out a means whereby
through obedience to celestial laws they might obtain
the same power that he had 56

indeed as stated in the is jof faithfalth it is
the foreknowledge of god which provides the way for man to

achieve his full potential even eternal life which is also

to say that man is assured of the highest possible degree

of agency namely that which is inherent in godhood to
quotequotes

without the knowledge of all things god would
not be able to save any portion of his creaturescreaturesycreatures7creaturelycreat foruresy
it is by reason of the knowledge which he has of all
things from the beginning to the end that enables him
to give that understanding to his creatures by which
they are made partakers of eternal life and if it were
not for the idea existing in the minds of men that god
had all knowledge it would be impossible for them to
exercise faith in him 57

not only man but all life and kingdoms appear to
be organized in a pattern of spheres in which there are

taylor the governmegovernmentGovern god ppap 787978
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limits and bounds A revelation to joseph smith said on

the subject of limits and bounds

all kingdoms have a law given
and there are many kingdoms for there is no space

in the which there is no kingdom and there is no
kingdom in which there is no space either a greater or
a lesser kingdom

and unto every kingdom is given a law and unto
every law there are certain bounds also and conditions

all beings who abide not in those conditions are
not justified

for intelligence cleavethcleatethclea untoveth intelligence wisdom7

receivethreceive wisdom truth embracethembra truthceth virtue loveth
virtue light cleavethcleatethclea untoveth lightlicjh mercy hath compassion
on mercy and claimethclai hermeth ownowna justice continuethcontin itsueth
course and claimethclai itsmeth own judgment goeth before the
face of him sho sitteth uponudon the throne and governethgo
and

verneth
executethexecute all things 58

there are order harmony and purpose in all of

gods domain his plan will reign supreme on this earth
even though some of his creatures will chafe and burn

because they are not justified for exceeding the limits
and bounds of their sphere

SUMMARY

god foreknows all things the future is for him

one eternal now but the foreknowledge of god is not a

determining cause of future events which deprives men of

their agency

in a conjectural sense it appears that the fore-
knowledge of god is based upon his transcendent intelligence
and his knowledge and application of truth and law truth
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and law are the elements upon which the future can be pre-

dicted they are in essence the forces that determine the
future and when such forces are shaped decreed or under-

stood by a purposeful godgad then the future is predictable
and foreknowable god through his divine nature is able to

understand all these forces and elements that make up the

future and thus he foreknows what the future must surely
be 59

ARE THERE limitations TO THE fore-
knowledge OF GOD

god is always increasing his domain his words to

the prophet moses weres and as one earth shall pass away

and the heavens thereof even so shall another come and

there is no end to my works neither to my words in

59brigham59 youngBrigham said on the subject if we
believe the plain broad statements of the bible we must
believe that jesus christ is the light that lightethligh everyteth
man that cometh into the world none are exempt this
applies to all who possess the least degree of light and
intelligence no matter how small wherever intelligence
can be found god is the author of it this light is in-
herent according to a law of eternity according to the law
of the gods according to the law of him whom we serve as
the only wise true and living god to us he is the author
of this light to us yet our knowledge is very limited
who

7

can tell the future and know it as the past is known
to us it is a small thing if we were acquainted with
the principle were we acquainted with this principle we
coulcould dustjust as well read thefuture as the paZ brigham
young address delivered at salt lake city june 18 1865
journal of pi scoursesscourkessco reporterurses G D watt XI london
england i867t 123 italics by the writer
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view of the myriad earths to be created in eternity the
following question may be raised about the foreknowledge

of god does god know about all the endless number of

worlds and all their accompaningaccompanying details that are to be

created throughout eternity
the writer has not found any statement from the

apostles and prophets which deals directly with the question

of any limitation in the foreknowledge of god any comme-

ntary would therefore be subjective and not appropriate for

this thesis it is clear however that the apostles and

prophets have taught that god foreknows all things in this
world and in all the worlds that make up his domain

conclusion

god is omniscient by this it should be understood

that he knows the past present and future as one eternal
now for all the worlds and their inhabitants that are in

his vast domain

omnipresence

the teachings of the apostles and prophets indicate
that god is omnipresent not in person but through his holy

spirit 6 for example in the following revelation to the
prophet joseph smith jesus christ is said to be everywhere

this subject was also introduced in chapter 4
ppap 555655 where56 the particular emphasis was on the omn-
ipresence of gods holy spirit

itshould
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present through the power of his spirit which is known as

the spirit or light of christ to quotequotes

he that ascended up on high as also hebe descended
below all things in that he comprehended all things
that he might be in all and through all things the
light of truthtruthraruthr

which truth shinethshinethoinethshanethshshishl thisnethenethO is the light of christ
As also he is in the sun and the light of the sun
and the power thereof by which it was made

which light proceedethproce forthedeth from the presence of
god to fill thete rnmensimmensity of space

the light wlchtftn which giveth life
to all things which is the law by which all things are
governed even the power of god who sitteth upon his
throne who is in the bosom of eternity who is in the
midst of all things

he comprehendethcomprehend all things and all thingsthing are
before him and all thingsthinqsthinas are round about hirmhirohimo and he
is above all things I1

and

him even god forever and
ever62

parley P pratt understood that god is omnipresent

by the power of his spirit and not by his bodily presence

he observed the omnipresence of god must therefore be

understood in some other way than of his bodily or personal

presence 63 president joseph F smith stated that it is

62d&c 886788670886 1213127 4113 italics by the writer
63parleyssparleySS63 Pparley pratt kexkey to the science of theology

liverpool england 1855 p 38 B hritobertsHriT saidrobertsoBerts on
this subjects that is the explanation a spiritual light
and power that is divine proceeds forth from the presence
of god and fills the immensity of space that is how you
reconcile the personality of god with gods everywhereness
the spirit that becomes god immanent in the world proceeds
forth from the personal presence of god to fill the imme-
nsity of space and becomes everywhere present A presence
from which you cannot flee from which you cannot hide in
whose presence you must stand whether you will or no
when you begin to grasp this truth and make it your truth
until it becomes a motive force and power within you you
begin to draw your conclusion that all must be well with

sunt
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difficult for some men to realize that god through his
divine nature is omnipresent

it is hard to get man to understand that almighty
god who possesses all knowledge all wisdom and
all power can extend his power his spirit his
majesty and glory and dominion over all his creations
while he himself sits upon his throne it is hard to
make them understand it and yet that is the truth 64

the lord revealed to jeremiahTer thatemiah he filled heaven

and earth when he saidsald can any hide himself in secret
places that I1 shall not see him saith the lord do not I1

fill heaven and earth saith the lord 65 brigham young

taught that it is through the spirit that god fills the
earth he also taught that man is in the presence of god

whether he is on the earth or in heaven to quote

what did one of the ancients say whither shall
I1 go from thy spirit and whither shall I1 flee from thy
presence if I1 ascend up into heaven thou art there
if I1 take the wings of the morning and dwell in the
uttermost parts of the earth even there shall thy
hand lead me and thy right hand shall hold me
where is the end of his power he is omnipotent and
fills immensity by his agents by his influence by

that world in which god indwells by that spirit which
proceeds forth from his presence carrying his power and
glory and knowledge and holiness and love everywhere
throughout existence brigham H roberts the nearness of
god address delivered in salt lake city march 15 1914
reporter F W otterstrom found in a pampletlamplet which in-
cludes the kingdom of god by brigham young no date no
publisher copy in brigham young university library also
found in disjcourses of M compiled by nels B

lundwall salt lake city deseret news press nd
joseph F smithsmithl our duty to humanity to god

and to country address delivered at salt lake city april
6 1917 the improvement era XX may 1917 p 652
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his spirit and by his ministers we are in the
presence of god there as we are here 66

since men are always in the presence of god

through his spirit the meaning of christs statement to
joseph smith is clearcleancleaicleal I1 say unto you that mine eyes are
upon you I1 am in your midst and ye cannot see me 67

not only are men always in the presence of god but as

christ maidssaids all things are present before mine eyes 68168

the prophet enoch learned that god was in touch with all
his creations for he said to enoch mine eyes can pierce
them 69

in view of the ubiquity of the holy spirit and the
operation of that spirit upon everything charles W pen-

rose saidasaidfsaidsmaids

god is not everywhere present personally but he
is omnipresent in the power of that spirit the holy
spirit which animates all created things that which
is the light of the sun and of the soul as well as
the light of the eye that which enables the inhabi-
tants of the earth to understand and perceive the
things of god 70

brigham young address delivered in salt lake
city august 8 1852 journal of discguragur s es reporter G

0 watt 111IIIlii london england 1856t ppap 949594

d&c

95

387
d&c 382

69 of G P moses 736

penrose journal of discourses XXVI p 23

i69
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conclusion

god is omnipresent through the power of his spirit
which is his divine nature he is in all through all
round about all above and below all things there is no

place which he cannot behold or in which he does not exist
and his eye can pierce all his creations
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chapter 11

conclusion

one of the things that this thesis has shown is
that the terms light glory and spirit are often used to

describe the influence power and workings of god in the
same roles and functionsfunctions7 hence7 they are often made synony-

mous in meaning comparisons were made between light
glory and spirit and they in turn to many other subjects
such as truth intelligence and goodness the results
appear to indicate that the apostles and prophets have

often used the terms light glory and spirit as if they

describe the same essence and power of god

in this thesis the phrase divine nature was

restricted in meaning in order to conform with its usage

in 2 peter Is 242 in4 view of this interpretation of the
term divine nature it was found that a fulnessfalness of light
glory and spirit is what constitutes the divine nature of
god however a more liberal understanding of the term

divine nature would include all of the aspects of the
being of god such as his spiritual body of flesh and bones 2

seeisee chapter 1 ppap 9119

ee

11

chapter 1 p 7

129
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it was pointed out that the son jesus christ
received a fulnessfalness of the divine nature of the eternal
father through a principle called indwellingdwellingin 11 there is
complete harmony between father and sony they are one in

all things as a result of the indwelling influence of the
father

the first presidency and the twelve apostles in a

doctrinal exposition explained that christ was invested

with the authority of the father they said in all his
dealings with the human family jesus the son was represented
and yet represents elohim his father in power and author-

ity 3 thus it was found that jesus christ is the source

and control of all the powers of light glory and spirit
including those of the holy ghost for this earth

it was indicated that the attributes and characte-
ristics of god are basic features of the divine nature for
example it is through the influence and power of the sons
divine nature that all life is quickened and that love

truth goodness intelligence and justice are disseminated

the apostles and prophets have taught that god is
omnipotent omniscient and omnipresent as a result of his
divine nature he is omnipotent in the sense that he has

all the power which there is to possess for example god

the father and the son A doctrinal exposition by
the first presidency quoted in james R clarkdarkhark messages
of 6yjthe first presiesldency V salt lake city bookcraft
inc 1973j ppap 31323132031 32o32

christ

son

0

sona
first presidencepresidencPresidenc

1971
kyj



law7lawa

131

cannot create something from nothing that7 is he did not

create the earth from nothing but rather organized the
earth from eternal elements furthermore they have

taught that god obeys sustains and operates through law

thereby he is the highest expression of law and thus of
power

god power is related to his knowledge the prophet

joseph smith saidsaidtsald in knowledge there is power god has

more power than all other beings because he has greater
knowledge and hence he knows how to subject all other
beings to him 4 there is not anything past present or

future within his own domain that god does not know he is
allali knowing he is omniscient

the apostles and prophets have taught that god has

a glorified body that he occupies space and that in a

corporeal sense he can never be in more than one place

at the same time nevertheless they have taught that god

is omnipresent through the influence and power of his
divine nature

there are other benefits from this study perhaps

some of which are not so tangible as the findings stated
above one such would have to do with the gathering of

some of the vast assortment of material on the subject of

joseph smith history of the
ev

lake city deseret book co 1969 V 340 hereafter cited
as HC

gods

church of jesus chri st
of latterdaydaxday saints ed B H roberts tsatedtt x

christ
latter dayjaints erts 2a M rev 7 s saltaltattsait

i
aa
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the divine nature for use by those who would enhance their
understanding of god for it is through an understanding

of the words terms and phrases which the prophets and

apostles have used to describe the divine nature that men

may obtain some important insights on the path to a know-

ledge of god

men
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APPENDIX

there are many grave and important questions of a

philosophical nature which could be raised in this thesis
some of these questions are related to the problems of

theism love truth and theodicy the apostles and

prophets have not been as concerned with these problems as

they have been with being witnesses to that which inashas been

revealed to them by god hence they appear to havebave taken

the position that there is no greater understanding to be

derived on most questions of philosophy than that which god

has revealed
some aspects of the problem of theodicy have been

introduced in chapter ten of this thesis under the sub-

heading omnipotence and evil the reasonsreason for including
some discussion on the subject wereweres 1 the apostles and

prophets have often responded to public concern about thetbeabe

subject and 2 it was hoped that the discussion would

lead to a better understanding of other topics in the

thesis namely those of goodness and omnipotence

134
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ABSTRACT

in this thesis prominent teachings of the apostles
and prophets were examined on the subject of the divine
nature of god these teachings indicate that among the
elements of the divine nature of god is his holy spirit his
glory or the light which emanates from his person gods
glory spirit and light were compared and analyzed to deter
mine their relationship to each other it was found that
they perform the samesarne roles and functions and are often usedausec
synonymously other aspects of the divine nature were ex-
amined such as life love truth and goodness

the terms omnipotence omniscience and omnipresence
were studied in light of statements made by the apostles
and prophets they show that god is omnipotent in the sense
that he has all the power that it is possible to have and
that he is omniscient in that he knows the past present and
future even though god has an organized glorified and
spiritual body of flesh and bone he is nevertheless omn-
ipresent through the ubiquityubiquiubiquit of his divine ryature and is
in and through all thingy y
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