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chapter 1

introduction

from its beginnings in 1820 when joseph smith went

into the grove of trees on his fathers farm near palmyra

new york to pray in seclusion about which of the many

religious sects he should join the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints which is often called the mormon

church has claimed to be founded upon revealed authority
and instruction from god to man rather than being a

reformed church rather than sewing new cloth on an old

garment or putting new wine into old bottles the

members of this church have claimed that the heavens were

again opened and that this new religionreliaion was a fresh

vibrant organizationorcanization established not bybv the wisdom of men

but by a living prophet called of god this new church

was asserted to be the stone cut out of the mountain me-

ntioned by daniel it was the beginning of the restitu-
tion of all things which god hath spoken by the mouth of

all his holy prophets since the world beganbeuan

mark 221 22

nanieldaniel 245

ctsacts 321

1
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the restitution of an authority to act in the name

of god was one of the earliest of the restorations it
was called the priesthood of aaron or lesser priesthood

and was preceded only by the visitation of heavenly beings

and the presentation of the plates of the book of mormon

with the gifts of translation this study traces the

responsibilities and organization of this priesthood

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

the purpose of this study is to determine from

available sources the history development and purposes

of the aaronic priesthood offices of deacon teacher and

priest in the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
in its formative period 1829 to 1844 other than its
restoration the aaronic priesthood is seldom treated in

histories of the church yet from even before the date of

the organization of the church it was deemed necessary to

be restored for it was an essential aspect of the estab-

lishment of the church subjects which are considered

include the organization and the duties of deacons

teachers and priests in the early days of the church and

doctrinal aspects related to the aaronic priesthood such

as the ministering of angels the preparatory gospel and

priesthood ordinances

C

lishment
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justification OF THE PROBLEM

the aaronic priesthood department of the office of

the presiding bishopric of the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints and the historical department of the

church have expressed a desire that a history of the

aaronic priesthood be written no in depth historical
study of the aaronic priesthood as it functioned in the

nineteenth century has been made several priesthood

manuals have been written which contribute to an under-

standing of the general history and aspects of the aaronic
priesthood as it relates to present day deacons teachers
and priests an historical evaluation of the respons-

ibilities of the lesser priesthood in the days of joseph

smith may be beneficial to the church as it continues to

grow and develop

delimitationsLIMITATIONSDE

the offices of deacon teacher and priest are the

only ones covered the office of bishop which is also

considered an aaronic priesthood office is not indepen-

dently considered the old testament history of the

aaronic priesthood is not a part of this work the time

period which is covered extends through the life of joseph

smith jr the first prophet and president of the church

3

0 C
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procedures

the history is written from a topical standpoint

rather than from a strictly chronological viewpoint the
primary basis of the study is the doctrine and covenants

of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints which

contains revelations claimed to have been given to joseph

smith information has also been gathered from early
church publications such as the evening and morning star
the messenger and advocate and the times and seasons

several diaries and journals have been researched for

information pertainingperta toinina the aaronic priesthood these

include church records as well as private writings of

individuals general historical works were consulted

history of the church comprehensive history of the church

essentials in church history joseph smith and the restora-

tion and others books and discourses of early and

present day leaders of the church weyewereworevoyeveye read for historical
and doctrinal information

4

chu



chapter 2

THE restoration

friday may 15 1829 marked the beginning date

for the operation of the aaronic priesthood in the last
days or in the dispensation of the fulnessfalness of times

according to latter day saint scripture and history on

this date an angel who announced himself to be john the

baptist conferred the priesthood of aaron by the laying on

of his hands upon the heads of joseph smith and oliver
cowdery near the banks of the susquehanna river in harmony

township pennsylvania not since the days of the

apostles of jesus christ in the dispensation of the merid-

ian of time had this priesthood authority operated among

men on earth

beginnings

the prophet joseph smith had been involved now and

then in translating the book of mormon since the winter of

the doctrine and covenants salt lake city the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints 1962 sec-
tion 13 hereafter cited as DC joseph smith history of
the church of jesus christ of latter day saints ed B H

roberts 2d ed rev salt lake city deseret book co
195960 1I 394439 hereafter44 cited as HC

1

ci ty

S

1959 60
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1827 however little had been accomplished by the time

oliver cowdery arrived in the spring of 1829

oliver cowdery had heard of joseph smith and the

story of the gold platesplates11piates while he was a schoolteacher
in upstate new york it was customary for teachers to

receive room and board for payment from the parents whose

children they taught the smith family was one of those

with whom oliver cowdery stayed while there he learned
more about joseph smith and the events which he claimed to

have experienced cowdery became intensely interested and

believed that what he had been told was true he decided

to journey to pennsylvania where smith was living at the

time and find out more from smith himself he arrived in

harmony pennsylvania on sunday april 5 1829 two days

later he began acting as scribe for joseph smith

BAPTISM FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS

while joseph smith and oliver cowdery were engaged

in translating and recording the book of mormon they came

across a passage which dealt with in joseph smithssmithessmithis words

baptism for the remission of sins oliver cowderysCow

account

derys
which was published in 1834 and which was the

first published account of the circumstances concerning

messenger and advocate kirtland ohio october
1834 ppap 141514

ICjhc3hc

15

139

2

3

0

2messenger

11
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the restoration of the aaronic priesthood gives the fol-
lowing information

after writing the account given of the saviors
ministry to the remnant of the seed of jacob upon
this american continent it was easy to be seen as
the prophet said would be that darkness covered the
earth and gross darkness the minds of the people on
reflecting further it was easy to be seen that amid
the great strife and noise concerning religion none
had authority from god to administer the ordinances
of the gospel 4

although joseph smith provided little information

regarding what the exact question was or precisely what

prompted it oliver cowderysCow accountderys suggestssugosuga thatests
authority was involved B H roberts indicates that the

two men heldeld divergent views upon the subjectsubject11 and deter-
mined to get the correct information from god whatever

the case may have been neither smith nor cowdery gave a

reference to the exact passage but cowderyscowdery account

seems to indicate that it was located in 3 nephi which

contains the description of the ministry of the resur-

rected christ in the western hemisphere

baptism was a controversial subject among reli-
gionists in 1834 the mormon publication the evening and

morningmorninamarnina star contained an article which presents the

flavor of the diversity of opinion about methods and

messenger and advocate kirtland ohio october
1834 ppap 14 15

B H roberts A comprehensive history of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saintssaint provo
utah brigham young university press 1957 177

S

0

0

4messenaer

5

rovo

11

gionis ts

Cowderys
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purposes of baptism which existed among the sects the

christians and many of the baptist sects were represented
i as claiming that baptism was performed as a sign indica-

ting that their sins had already been forgiven before

baptism because of faith through grace other baptists
and the presbyteriansPresbyte announcedrians that those who were pre-

destined for heaven would be baptized to indicate that
they had been predestinated to salvation and those who

were not baptized demonstrated that they were not among

the elect and therefore predestined to hell the

campbellitesCampbel thelites episcopaliansEpiscopal andians the roman catholics
claimed that baptism not faith remitted their sins

and the methodists were satisfied that baptism was not

even necessary for salvation

there were also differing opinions regarding the

mode of baptism some favored sprinkling others pouring

and others immersing two major points of view on

authority were prominent one traced the authority of

their ministry back to christ and the apostles such as

the episcopaliansEpiscopal andians the roman catholics the other held

that all believers had the priesthood from the bible and

when a minister was ordained he received his authority

from the congregation of believers most protestant sects

accepted the doctrine of the priesthood of believers

the evening and morning star kirtland ohio
july 1834 p 171

C

6
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in a footnote in his history B H roberts presents
an example of the controversy on the subject of baptism

which occurred in 1843

As a culmination of the controversy on the subject
of proper christian baptism which had agitated the
people for several decades in the states of virginia
tennessee kentucky ohio pennsylvania and western
newnow york the great debate between mr alexander
campbell of the christian campbellite church and
rev N L rice of the presbyterian church took
place the debate was held at lexington kentucky
with united states senator henry clay from kentucky
as president of the board of moderators and chairman
of the meetings all the subjects named in the text
the purpose of baptism the proper subjects to

receive it its effects the manner in which it should
be performed who could administer it etc were
debated and occupy six hundred and ten pages which
report the debate see A debate between rev
alexander campbell and rev N L rice1843 extend-
ing through eighteen days from nov 15thtsthesth to dec
22nd published by A T stillman and son louisville
ky

sidney rigdon one of the early leaders of the
mormon church had been a campbellite before his con-

version to mormonism rigdon experienced differing view-

points regarding baptism like everyone else interested in

the topic george A smith a member on the council of

twelve apostles spoke to a congregation of saints in utah

in 1864 said he of rigdon

he had preached the doctrine of baptism for
the remission of sins the regular baptist church
having a different view for they considered
baptism as an outward signsianslan of an inward grace n

rigdonriadon taught that a man must reform that repen-
tance was simply a reformation and the moment that

7 roberts comprehensive history 1177

rice 18431845

11

1844.718447
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10

10

repentance was resolved upon the candidate was ready
for baptism

smith went on to say that rigdonsRig thesisdons was an improve-

ment over the regular baptists but that it did not go far
9enough

whether joseph smith and oliver cowdery had a

difference of opinion about baptism as B H roberts
suggests or whether they both wanted to know about the

authority necessary for performing baptism is a point for

conjecture there is nothing in the original history or

early publications that has been located which explains

the exact nature of the situation
whatever the question was smith and cowdery chose

to retire to a secluded spot near the banks of the

susquehanna river and ask god in prayer and on the 15thlsthesth

day of may 1829 the day they prayed the answer came

JOHN THE BAPTIST

As they were thus engaged a messengermessenger from

heaven descended in a cloud of light lt laid his hands upon

their heads and ordained them to the aaronic priesth-

ood he told them that he was the same person known

0 george A smith in journal of discourses london
latter day saints book depot 1855861855 XI86 3

bid

HC 139

8

0

C

10

18 SS5586
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as john the baptist in the new testament and that he was

acting under the direction of peter james and john 11

smith and cowdery were directed by the messenger

to baptize each other and then to ordain each other this
they did with smith performing the ordinances each time

first for cowdery

the official church account of the ordination that
the angel gave is recorded in the doctrine and covenants

upon you my fellow servants in the name of
messiah I1 confer the priesthood of aaron which holds
the keys of the ministering of angels and of the
gospel of repentance and of baptism by immersion
for the remission of sins and this shall never be
taken again from the earth until the sons of levi
do offer again an offering unto the lord in
righteousness iai5

the first published account of the restoration of

the aaronic priesthood was printed some five and a half
years later at the time they were ordained smith and

cowdery kept the information regarding the restoration
confidential for fear of persecution but oliver
cowderysCow letterderys which gave an account of the event was

printed in the messengerMesse andnoernaernoet advocate in the fall of 1834

the following is an excerpt of his account

on a sudden as from the midst of eternity
the voice of thetiietile redeemer spake peace to us while

11hc 140

roberts comprehensive history 1178

DC 13130 HC14 14344143440143 44o44

12

lp

14

11 HC

12

13
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the veil was parted and the angel of god came down
clothed with glory and delivered the anxiously looked
for message and the keys of the gospel of repentance
what joy what wonder what amazement then
his voice though mild pierced to the center and
his words 1 am thy fellow servant 11 dispelled every
fear

but think for a moment what joy filled our
hearts and with what surprise we must have bowed
for who would not have bowed the knee for such a

blessing when we received under his hand the holy
priesthood as he said pon you my fellow servants
in the name of messiah I1 confer this priesthood and
this authority which shall remain upon earth that
the sons of levi may yet offer an offering unto the
lord in righteousness olsois

cowderysCow lastderys testimony about the restoration of

the aaronic priesthood was given by him a few weeks before

his death in the meantime he had been excommunicated

from the church in 1838 in october 1848 as the saints
were emigrating to the west he returned to the church

it was at this time that he gave his last testimony which

included the following

I1 was present with joseph when an holy angelanaelacael from
god came down from heaven and conferred on us or
restored the lesser or aaronic priesthood and said
to us at the same time that it should remain upon
the earth while the earth stands 1

after they were ordained smith and cowdery

claimed that a spirit of prophecy came upon them and they

messenger and advocate kirtland ohio october
1834 ppap 141614

joseph

16

fielding smith essentials in church
history salt lake city deseret book co 1950
p 470

0

I

upon

ls C

16

is

16
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predicted things which were shortly to come to pass 17

they also found that from this time forth they were able

to understand the scriptures in their true meaning and

that the more mysterious passages were revealed unto us

in a manner which we never could attain to previously nor
1

ever before had thought of

from this experience at least three principles
fr

were made apparent to smith and cowdery first the

authority to act in the name of god had been lost and that

it had to come again from god in a direct manner an

angel sent from heaven bestowed the authority by the

laying on of hands second the ordinance of baptism was

to be performed by immersion for the remission of sins by

one having authority these points settled for smith and

cowdery the dispute that was being carried on in christ-

endom regarding baptism and third the basic scope of

responsibility of the aaronic priesthood was revealed I1

later on during his life joseph smith gave some

discourses in which john the baptist and his mission were

discussed in more than one discourse he claimed that
john the baptist had taken the authority of the priesthood

19away from the jews if john was the last to have it on

17 142HC HC 143

19hc 526061 see also joseph smith teachings of
the prophet joseph smith comp joseph fielding smith
salt lake citycitylcetyl deseret book co 1938 ppap 31819318

DSC
19

8428

18

18

19 HC 5260 61

sait
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earth before the ministry of christ and if all things were

to be restored in the last days then perhaps john

bringing back the priesthood makes sense and shows order

joseph smith also referred to john as an elias one who

21prepares the way for someone or something greater per-

haps johns mission as an elias has had two fulfillments
one at the time of christs ministry and one prior to the

coming of the millennium

following the restoration of the aaronic priest-
hood and prior to the organizationoraanization of the church the

lesser priesthood started to function in the latter day

era several people received baptism under the direction
of smith and cowdery samuel smith one of josephjosephs

22brothers was baptized by cowdery on may 25 1829

many others were also baptized before the church was

officially organized among them were hyrum smith david

whitmer and peter whitmer jr joseph smith baptized
23hyrum and david and oliver baptized peter

20acts 320 21

HC 6249516249 see51 also orson F whitney the
aaronic priesthood 11 the contributor VI june 1885
32122321

22hc

22

144

HC 151lsiisi

20 johns

20acts

22 HC

23



chapter 3

organization

the church of jesus christ of latter day saints was

formally organized on april 6 1830 preparatory to the

event joseph smith received a revelation which contained

information concerning the first offices of the priesthood

deacon teacher priest and elder the revelation did

not specify particular organizational structure but it
contained instructions pertaining to priesthood duties
joseph smith and oliver cowdery as the first and second

elders of the church in conducting the business of the

meeting proceeded to call out and ordain some others of

the brethren to different offices of the priesthood

according as the spirit manifested the names

of those ordained are not found in the records of the

proceedings

the doctrine and covenants salt lake city the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints 1962 2038-
64 hereafter cited as DC

2josephajosephjoseph smith history of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints ed B H roberts 2d ed
rev salt lake city the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints 1959601959 1I60 79 hereafter cited as
HC

15113

1

112

20 38
ithe
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4farafar westirestvrest records june 9 1830 p 1 located in
the historical department of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints see also journal history of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints june 9 1830
located in the historical department of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter this collec-
tion will be referred to as journal history

ar west record june 9 1830 p 1 journal his-
tory june 9 1830

bid
7 journal history june 9 1830

6ibidbibid

7journal

16

the following june the first conference or general
assembly of the church was held part of the proceedings

of the conference included the ordaining of some of the

men to offices in the priesthood joseph smith sr

father of the prophet and hyrum smith one of the pr-
ophets brothers were ordained to the office of priest
martin harris had been ordained a priest at an earlier
date and his name was listed avithwithivithnith the names of the smiths

in the priesthood license record christian whitmer and

hiram page were given their licenses as teachers and these
two were the first to hold the office of teacher thepherhe

first deacons of record were titus billings merenesserenes

burnett and john burk these three were ordained before

october 25 1831 it according to assistant church historian
andrew jensonjensonsbensons notes in the journal history account of

the conference

18486

ar

3

4

5

6

conferencearence 7

p

184 86

jensons

sfat
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according to B H roberts the only offices known

to the church at its organization april 6 1830 were
0

elders priests teachers and deacons u section 18 and

section 20 of the doctrine and covenants mention the office
of apostle but this office apparently functioned as that
of an elder until a few years later no record of instruc-
tions delineating the organizational structure of the

priesthood offices has come from the early revelations the9

organizational meeting of the church or the first con

ference roberts quotes herbert spencers governments

are not made they grow11 to justify the humble beginningsbeobea
9

innings

of priesthood organization
one of the first published articles which explained

the relationship between the priesthood offices appeared

in the evening and morningmorninamarnina star in 1833

after the high priesthood comes elders priests
teachers and deacons now the offices are separate
for the edification and benefit of the whole church
and though the elders and bishops the office of
bishop was added to the church by 1831 are appendages
to the high priesthood and the teachers and deacons
are appendages to the lesser priesthood yet these
offices are important in their places and regular in
their graduation from deacon to teacher from
teacher to priest from priest to elder from elder
to high priest 10

0
B H roberts A comprehensive history of the

church of jesus christ of latter day saints provo utahufah
brigham young university press 1965 II11 367

bid 2366

the evening and morning star independence
missouri march 1833

8

1

grow

10

196s1 liylly
otlatte r
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section 84 of the doctrine and covenants states the

same ideas the star article was probably taken from the

revelation of september 1832 which was incorporated into

the doctrine and covenants as section 84 note the

similarity
and again the offices of elder and bishop are

necessary appendages belonging unto the high priesth-
ood

and again the offices of teacher and deacon are
necessary appendages belonging to the lesser priest-
hood which priesthood was confirmed upon aaron and
his sons 11

although these writings mention priesthood rela
tionshipstion theyships do not explain organization structure
not until march 1835 did any formal organization pattern
emerge as an official position of the policy of the church

the revelation specifying the structure is included in the

doctrine and covenants some of its contents are very

similar to the star article published three years earlier
wherefore from deacon to teacher and from

teacher to priest and from priest to elder severally
as they are appointed according to the covenants and
commandments of the church

then comescoinescorescolnes the high priesthood which is the
greatest of all 12

further in this revelation the priesthood offices
are given 1 presidenciespresiden forcies leadership and 2 a limita-

tion of members per organizaedorgani bodyzaed or quorum of priesth-

ood holders the examples for the aaronic priesthood

offices are as follows

11dc 8429 30 12qc 10763 6411 dacd&c
12 dacd&c
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and again verily I1 say unto you the duty of a
president over the office of a deacon is to preside
over twelve deacons to sit in council with them and
to teach them their duty edifying one another as it
is given according to the covenants

and also the duty of the president over the office
of the teachers is to preside over twenty four of the
teachers and to sit in council with them teaching
them the duties of their office as given in the
covenants

also the duty of the president over the priesthood
of aaron is to preside over forty eight priests and
sit in council with them to teach them the duties of
their office as is given in the covenants

this president is to be a bishop for this is one
of the duties of this priesthood 13

FEW IN NUMBER IN QUORUMSQUORUNIIS

early records indicate that the number specified

for quorum organization was seldom attained on a local or

branch level sometimes the required number for a full
quorum could not be filled from a regional membership of

nearly two thousand members it is not known whether a

quorum was limited to only a branch or whether it extended

over several branches and was thus included in what was

called a conference although no sources have been dis-

covered which prove it larger congregations such as those

in kirtland ohio and nauvoo illinois might have had

full quotumquorum organizations althoughthoughalaaltaia there were only fif-
teen members of the teachers quorum in nauvoo as late as

october 1842 only one source has been discovered

which indicates that a full quorum organization existed

DC 1078588107858810785 HC
14

88 51695169
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the teachersteachers1 quorum at far west missouri numbered 24

members itis1115rris this was in may 1838

in january of 1845 bishop newel K whitney called
a meeting for the purpose of filling up the quorums in

order that the saints might be visited by the lesser
priesthood 11 according to the records four priests

17and ten teachers were ordained at that meeting

in the early 1840s the church was growing faster
in england than in america in april of 1840 a large

conference of the church was held in preston england

thirty four branches were represented as having a total
of ten deacons thirty eight teachers and fifty two

priests in addition to those holding the aaronic priest
1 ft

hood there were thirty four elders and 1671 members

preston the largest branch had three hundred members

plus seven elders eight priests six teachers and two

deacons manchester the next largest branch had 240

members plus two elders five priests four teachers
and one deacon twentyfivetwenty branchesfive had no deacons

sixteen had no teachers nine had no priests some

branches had aaronic priesthood holders from one of the

three offices only other branches had two of the aaronic

1shc 327 16w 7351 ibid
1 ft

wilford woodruffswoodruffwoodruffe journal april 15 1840
located in the historical department of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter cited as
woodruff journal
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priesthood offices as part of the branch organization

there was no regular pattern which indicated parallel
structure among the various branches in priesthood me-
mbership usually there were more priests than teachers
and more teachers than deacons which is the same general

pattern which is found in section 107 of the doctrine and

covenants which gives the numbers required for the
19

quoruinsquorumsququo severalruinsorums conferences were held in england in

the early 1840s which reported similar findings

in may 1842 a conference was heldholdheid in manchester

england which represented all of the church in the

british isles sixteen conferences and 157 branches were

represented in addition to the 7514 members were 225

21elders 432 priests 246 teachers and 114 deacons the

average number of priests teachers and deacons for each

conference is twenty eight fifteen and eight respec-

tively
in april of 1844 a conference for the entire

church in the british isles was held in liverpool

twenty four separate conferences were represented the

DSC 107858710785

millennial
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star I1 july 1840 676967
october

69
1840 16566 march 1841 28283282 april83

1841 3012301 for2 some other conference reports giving
the number of priesthood holders

millennial star 111IIIlii june 1842 29
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total number of branches was over 190 in addition to the

7797 members there were ten high priests 313 elders
519sig priests 276 teachers and 126 deacons 22 evidence

indicates that it is very unlikely that full quorums of

priesthood existed in great britain
the conferences held in the united states although

not reported on such a grand scale as those in britain
tell the same story very small aaronic priesthood quorum

organizationoruanization A representative example is that of a con-

ference held in november 1840 in philadelphia this
conference included long island new york city a branch

in new jersey and most of pennsylvania eight hundred

ninety six members were represented including twenty foutfour

elders eleven priests six teachers and five deacons

these were from thirteen branches

other conferences held in the united states
include one at utica new york in 1843 there were at

that conference 159 members from four branches in addi-

tion to the members there were seven elders five priests
six teachers and two deacons A conference held in

buffalo new york in 1843 had representation from

millennial star IV april 1844 19495194

23

95

times and seasons nauvoo illinois novem-
ber 15 1840 ppap 21516215
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thirteen branches which included 247 members one high

priest fifty eight elders no priests two teachers and

one deacon another conference which is representative
was held in 1844 in new york fifteen branch organiza-

tions were represented these branches contained 566

members three high priests twenty six elders fifteen
priests sixteen teachers and nine deacons As in

england sometimes in the united states branches esp-
ecially in the smaller ones there would be only one or

two priesthood holders many times these were deacons or
27teachers although usually they were priests

wilford woodruffswoodruffwoodruffe journal gives an insight to the

numbers that were being ordained into the priesthood

offices woodruffwoodruffswoodruffe ordaining experiences may be typical

of many other priesthood leaders who were calling men into

the priesthood in 1838 woodruff ordained one elder two

priests and one teacher in 1839 he ordained three

elders and one priest in 1840 liehelleile ordained eighteen

elders ninety seven priests thirty four teachers and

one deacon in 1841 he ordained eleven elders thirteen
priests tenton teachers and three deacons in 1842 he

ordained seventy five elders and in 1843 he ordained

2shc IZ HC 6286

woodruff journal june 8 and 15 1844
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ibid located in the totals given at the con-
clusion of each yeatsyearnsyears record

ffiveivelve elders men wereivere called to be teachers and deacons

rarely in the outlying branches of the church conference

records as well as woodruffswoodruffe summaries verify this
the evidence from conference records indicate

that the number specified in the doctrine and covenants

for maximum quorum organization was seldom reached

reasons for this situation may stem from low number of

males converted to the church if such was the case the

need to establish the church under the direction of elders
and priests rather than teachers and deacons may have

been a cause perhaps ordinations were made only to

offices which were needed rather than for the purpose of

filling up quorumsqu theorums requirements for worthinessbortvortbott maymahiness

have been too strict and therefore eliminated many who

might have been called to the aaronic priesthood whatever

the reason or reasons mightmialitnighthialit be the records of the early

history of the church do not disclose definite information

and the matter is open to further research

PRIEST QUORUM presidents

the direction given in section 107 of the doctrine

and covenants that deacons and teachers quorums be pre-

sided over by quorum presidenciespresiden seemscies to have been

observed during the early period of the church several

28

28
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presidenciespresiden arecies named in the history of the church prior
29to 1845 the selecting and the organizing of the

quorum presidenciespresiden werecies usually assigned to one or more

of the bishops of the church 30

however the directions referring to the priests
in section 107 does not appear to have been followed at

least to present day interpretation of this section
according to verses 87 and 8838 as presently interpreted
the president of a quorum of priests is to be a bishop

also the duty of the president over the priesthood
of aaron who is a bishop is to preside over forty
eight priests and sit in council with them to teach
them the duties of their office as is given in the
covenants

this president is to be a bishop for this is one
of the duties of this priesthood 32

verses 60 through 62 of the same section read as

follows

verily I1 say unto you saith the lord of hosts
there must needs be presiding elders to preside over
those who are of the office of an elder

29messengermessenaermessenter and advocate kirtland ohio august
1835 p 161 see also journal history january 5 1836
HC 2246 3371 4312 354 5169sigg

journal30 history january 5 1836 march 21 1841
see also HC 4312

victor L brown presiding bishop quoted in
church news weekly section of deseret news salt lake
city y 19 1975 p 3 see also hyrum M smith and
janne M sjodahl the doctrine and covenants commentary

2d ed rev salt lake city deseret book co

31
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1957195

p 710
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and also priests to preside over those who are of
the office of a priest

and also teachers to preside over those who are of
the office of a teacher in like manner italics
not in the original and also the deacon 33

nothing is said in verses 60 through 62 or in other verses

in 107 with the exception of 87 and 88 which indicates
that anyone other than a priest would preside over priests
the manner in which the elders priests teachers and

deacons parallel each other it would seem that the same

practice should exist in each office modern interpretainterpretsinter
tion

preta

of verses 87 and 88 and modern practice has the

bishop be the priest who presides over the quorum of

priests from verses 87 and 88 the duty of a bishop is

to preside over the whole aaronic priesthood under his

jurisdiction and this is the case both in early church
34history and present practice

in joseph smithssmithes day however it was a priest
who was president over a quorum of priests not a bishop

the bishop presided over the priests includingincludinc the quorum

presidency of the priests as well as over the aaronic
priesthood undertinder his supervision

DC 107606210760

34

62

john A widtsoeWidt priesthoodsoe and church govern
ment salt lake city deseret book co 1939 p 284
see also joseph fielding smith doctrines of salvation
comp bruce R mcconkie salt lake city bookcraft
1954561954561954 III111lillii56 92

33



ppap 888988 see89 also lauritz G petersen the kirt-
land temple t BYU studies IXX summer 1972 4069406

HC

9

2418

as3s HC

27

section 107 and the verses previously specified

therein were published in 1835 in the first edition of the

doctrine and covenants it was then called section 111IIIlii
subsequently in march 1836 at the dedication of the tem-

ple at kirtland ohio the seating arrangement for the

aaronic priesthood in the east pulpits which consisted of

four rows with three seats in each row was as follows

the first two rows at the top were for the bishopricsbishoprickbish ofoprics

kirtland and zion missouri respectively the third row

was for the president and counselors of the priests the

fourth row was for the presidency of the teachers and one

chorister and the deacons were seated below and to the

right of the pulpit this is an instance which seems to

have deviated from the present day interpretation of

section 107 regarding presidents of priests quorums beingbeinabelnaberna

bishops

later on during the dedicatory ceremonies the

quorums of the priesthood and the congregation were called
upon to acknowledge and uphold by their prayers the

presidents and counselors of the priests teachers and

deacons which they did by rising n the bishops of

SW 2411 see also orson F whitney life of
heber C kimball 3d ed salt lake city bookcraft
1945
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kirtland and zion had already been so sustained the

report of this conference of saints at the temple dedica-

tion gives additional evidence to support the practice of

priests beingbeinabelnabeino presidents of their own quorumsqu ratherorums than

bishops it appears that a distinct office of president

of the quorum of priests who was not a bishop had already

existed a year since section 107 was given

further evidence of this can be found in the

records for january 1836 william cowdery was the presi
T y

dent of the priests at that time he had been nominated
7 0

by bishop edward partridge william cowdery was not a

bishop and he may have been the president of the priests
at the temple dedication ceremonies in kirtland

another instance of a priest who was not a bishop

being president over a quorum of priests is found in

section 124 of the doctrine and covenants in part of

this section vinson knight was called to be a presidingpreslpresi
bishop

dincy

and samuel roiferolfedolfe was called to be president for
39the priests samuel roiferolfe was not a bishop

HC 2371 see also orson F whitney the aaronic
priesthood u the contributor VI august 1885 403

z 0
edward partridgespartridge journal january IS15 1841

located in the historical department of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter cited as
partridge journal

TQ
DC 124141 142 see also orson F whitney

the aaronic priesthood it the contributor VI august
1885
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the lesser priesthood in nauvoo was organized under

the direction of bishops whitney miller higbee and

knight on march 21 1841 samuel roiferolfe president of the

priests chose stephen markham and hezekiah peck as his

counselors

previously in august 1835 a general assembly was

called to approve the doctrine and covenants ira ames

who was acting president of the priests and not a bishop

represented the priests and bore his testimony in favor
41of the new book of scripture

at the first quarterly conference in far west

missouri in april 1838 the various quorums of the

aaronic priesthood the melchizedek priesthood

the high council the high priests the
seventies the elders the bishops the priests the
teachers and deacons were organized by their
presidents 42

in 1833 the description of the temple in zion was

given similar to the subsequent kirtland temple the east

pulpits were organized in four rows the first or top

row was for the presidency of the aaronic priesthood

which was probably the bishopric in zion althoughalthouah they

journal history march 21 1841 see also HC

4312

1hc 2246

elders journal far west missouri july
1838 p 47

40
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also had the second row of seats in the melchizedek priest
hoods west pulpits A bishop was and is considered an

appendage of the higher priesthood in the church of jesus
43christ of latter day saints however this condition of

seats in one end of the temple for the bishopric and seats
in the other end for the presidency of the aaronic priesth-

ood may be an area for further research the second row

of the east pulpits was to be for the priests the third
and fourth rows were to be for the teachers and deacons

44respectively
even after joseph smithssmithy death priests continued

to be presidents over quorums of priests stephen M

farnsworth was sustained to continue as president of the

priests in the fall of 1845 in nauvoo in 185418s4 lewis

white a priest was president of the priests quorum of
46the seventeenth ward in salt lake city neither farns-

worth nor white was a bishop

clearly the practice of017 the church during the

life time of joseph smithsinith both before and after section

KCDSC 8429

journal history june 25 1833 p 2 see also
H 1360

HC 7462637462

minutes

63

of the lesser priesthood seventeenth
ward salt lake city march 21 1854 located in the
historical department of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints
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107 was given in 1835 was to have priests not bishops

be presidents over quorums of priests and to have bishops

preside over the entire aaronic priesthood under their
jurisdiction there is no evidence which has been dis-

covered in the early history of the church to indicate that
it was done in any other way

qualification FOR ordination

members were not to be ordained to the priesthood

indiscriminately it was not an automatic procedure for

the men of the church to be given the priesthood without

proving themselves faithful for it first the evening and

morning star published an article which included a dis-

cussion regarding priesthood ordination
on the subject of ordination a few words are

necessary in many instances there has been too much
haste in this thing and the admonition of paul has
been too slightingly passed over which says lay
hands suddenly upon no man italics in the original 1

some have been ordained to the ministry and have never
acted in that capacity or magnified their calling at
all such may expect to lose their calling except
they awake and magnify their office let the elders
abroad be exceedingly careful upon this subject and
when they ordain a man to the holy ministry let it be
a faithful man italics in the original who is able
to teach others also that the cause of christ suffer
not it is not the multitude of preachers that is to
bring about the glorious milleniummillennium sic but it is
those who are called and chosen and faithful
italics in the original47original

the

47

evening and morning star kirtland ohio
december 18 33 p 120
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erastus snow wrote to don carlos smith and the

eiderelderelderseideteiders journal about his missionary labors he indicated

that a teacher named john F wakefield was ordained to the

office of an elder he did not receive the office of a

4 8 parley P pratt autobiography of parley parker
pratt ed parley P pratt salt lake city deseret book
co

sas1

32

in the early period of the history of the church

there was no definite procedure of a persons being

ordained first to the office of deacon then to teacher

then to priest and then to elder it did not have to be

done in that manner parley P pratt was ordained to the

office of elder on the day that he was baptized and joined
48the church he was not ordained to any of the aaronic

priesthood offices wilford woodruff records that a mr

dwight webster a methodist class leader 11 was baptized
49and ordained to the office of a priest on the same day

francis gladden bishop wrote a letter which appeared in the

times and seasons in which he said that he become a me-
mber of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints on

the 2ndand of july 1832 and at the same time was ordained an

elder

1950 p 42

AQ
woodruff journal july 1 1838

times and seasons nauvoo illinois march
1840 ppap 777877

elders

78

journal far west missouri november
1837 p 22
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priest henry harriman was another who became an elder

after having been a teacher without receiving the office
52of priest in the interim abraham 0 smoot was a deacon

who was ordained to the office of an elder edward

hunter was first ordained a teacher and he was later
ordained to the office of high priest without holding any

other priesthood offices
jesse tarpin whose name also appears spelled as

turpin was ordained to the office of priest at the dis-

cretion of the holy ghost according to ilfordwilfordlifordlV woo-

druff this was probably the manner in which most

ordinations were made and scripturally it was the way it
was to be because of the small number of deacons and

teachers in local areas as has been shown previously in

this chapter it may well have been that men were

ordained to the office in which they were most needed

rather than for the purpose of filling the specified

quorum membership numbers if priesthood holders were

journal history june 8 1833

woodruff journal february 26 1836

william E hunter edward hunter ed janath
russell cannon salt lake citycitylcetyl publishers press 1970
p 179

messenger and advocate kirtland ohio june
1836 p 337

s6dc 2060 s7seesusee pages 192419 of24 this thesis
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called by revelation then perhaps there is no need to

explain why the numbers were as they were

an interesting occurrence appeared in the messenger

and advocate in which a father was ordained to the office
of a deacon and his son was ordained to the office of a

r 0

priest this too indicates an open procedure for

ordinations instead of a preference strictly tied to social
convention or seniority this incident also leads to the

question of the age at which a person was to be ordained

concerning the question of the ages of ordination
in the early period of the church a letter from assistant
church historian andrew jenson to mathew spiers may serve

as a partial answeran

in

siver

the very early days of the church when the
organization was still in its infancy it appears that
only mature men were ordained to the priesthood but
as early as 1834 there were quite a number of very
young men ordained to the aaronic priesthood and some
of them became members of zions camp which body co-
nsisted mostly of young elders and priests teachers
and deacons in the church don carlos smith the
prophetprophets youngest brother became president of the
high priestspriests1 quorum before he was twenty years old
and before that he was ordained to the lesser priesth-
ood when 14 years of age

there were other cases in the early history of the
church where boys were ordained to the priesthood but
the rule was not made universal until some time in the
early 180sSOs when it became a common practice to
ordain good boys deacons when about twelve years of
age and then advance them in the priesthood as they

r 0
messenger and advocate kirtland ohio january

1837 p 446

58
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showed merit and diligence in the performance of
their duties b

some may have never advanced at all in priesthood

office either by inactivity in the church by lack of any

necessity for advancement or by death an obituary

written about deaconbeaconmeacon caswell matlock aged 27 years rt

was printed in 1836 orrin porter rockwell who had

been a member of the church since the early 1830s became

a deacon in july 1838 at far west missouri 61

in a published account of a conference held in

brandywine pennsylvania in november 1840 some indica-

tion that youngyouna men held the priesthood can be surmised

at this conference elder lorenzo barnes conducted a signi-

ficant segment of the meeting liehelleile delivered an appro-

priate address relative to the duties of young elders and

priests

1964 p
389 see also HC 4393 for more information about don
carlos smithsinithsnith

messenger60 and advocate kirtland ohio febru-
ary 1836 p 272

far west record july 6 1838 p 152 see also
andrew jenson answers to questionsquestionspQuestion u improvement era V

february 1901 309

times and seasons nauvoo illinois november 1

1840 ppap 2067
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62 nauvo0y
1840p 206 7
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wilford woodruff joined thetiletiie church in january

1834 and received the office of teacher in the aaronic

59 lee A palmer aaronic priesthood through the
centuries salt lake cityt deseret book co
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priesthood under the hands of zerah pulsipher woodruff

was two months away from being twenty seven years of

age in november of that same year simeon carter
ordained him to be a priest he held the office of

priest for half a year before being ordained to the office
of an elder he later said that he was sorry that he

had not been ordained a deacon and advanced up through all
degrees of priesthood

no pattern emerges from the evidence in the early

records of the church which correlates any priesthood

office with a particular age group men of all ages seem

to have been ordained to any of the offices in the priest
hood up to and including elder to start their priesthood

career there is however no evidence at all to show that
a person was ever ordained to a lower office in the priesth-

ood after having received his first priesthood ordination
A person would either advance to a higher office or retain
the office he was ordained to there is no pattern to

indicate that there was a certain duration of time that an

individual would hold any particular priesthood office in

the lesser priesthood

woodruff journal january 2 1834

ibid november 5 1834

ibid june 28 1835

millennial66 star LIII october 5 1891 62729627 29
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usually ordinations were performed by church lead-

ers or by missionaries occasionally a priest would ordain

others to the offices of deacon teacher or priest as was

his privilege one such example was reported in 1836 in

a letter to the messenger and advocate lindsey brady was

ordained to the office of deacon by isaiah benton who was
n

a priest evidence of this kind of ordination is not

common although the practice may have been frequent

wilford woodruff went on a mission as a priest
he did not ordain anyone to the priesthood as a priest
in his list of accomplishments as a priest he includes

baptizing eight people and obtaining seventy three signa-

tures for a petition regarding the wrongs that the cormonsmormons

had suffered under the hands of mobsters in missouri but

he makes no mention of ordaining anyone to priesthood

offices 69

PROOF OF ordination

proof of ordination was secured by means of
70licenses or certificates wilford woodruff recorded in

DSC 2048
r n

messengerMesse andnoernaernoet advocate kirtland ohio janu-
ary 1837 p 441

69woodruff journal january 2 1834 to june 28
1835
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his journal the licenses he received as a teacher and as

a priest
A power and authority given to wilford woodruff

proving that he is a teacher in the church of christ
by the will of god the father according to his holy
calling and the gift and power of the holy ghost
agreeable to the revelations of jesus christ signify-
ing that he has been baptized and received into the
church according to the articles and covenants of the
same and ordained under the hand of zerah pulsipher
given at richland january 2ndand 1834

S zerah pulsipher

to whomechome these presents may come sic this
certifies that willford sic woodruff has been
received into this church of latter day saints sic
organized on the 6thath day of april 1830 and has been
ordained a priest according to the rules and regula-
tions of said church and is duly authorized to preach
the gospel and act in all the ordinances of the house
of the lord agreeable to the authority of that office
given by the directions of a court of elders assembled
in clay county missouri nov 5thsth 1834

S john whitmer

these licenses were carried by the priesthood

holder fronifromfront branch to branch to prove his standing in the
73priesthood A list of certificates which were given was

kept for a time in the kirtland license record an update

of this record was published quarterly in the messenger

and advocate

A meeting was held on march 3 1836 at kirtland
in order to make some decisions regarding ordinations and

71 woodruff journelljournaljournall january 2 1834

ibid november 5 1834
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licenses the resolutions were read several times by

oliver cowdery to those present for any alteration or

objection each president from deacons to president of

the church unanimously sanctioned the resolutions the

resolutions provided for a book of records of licenses to

be kept and a clerk to keep it the clerk was to

be required to indorse sic a certificate
under his own hand and signature on the back of said
licenses specifying the time when and place where
such license was recorded and also a reference to the
letter and page of the book containing the same 75

other resolutions provided that all priesthood holders

receive a certificate made the practice mandatory at con-

ferences and provided that officers be selected to fulfill
7

the assignment

whenever someone was out of favor with the church

or excommunicated his license was taken from him A

brother lake

came professing to have received revela-
tions on investigation it was unanimously agreed
that said brother lake was under the influence of an
evil spirit and that his license as priest be taken
from him 77

daniel copelycopelyscopelas license and membership were taken

from him because he refused to fulfill his mission

according to the council of the high priesthood of the

74 2402 4 ibid ibid

77hc 1333
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holy order of god 11 at other times ordinations were

declared illegal james braden a priest and three

elders were not to be received by the church in their
offices 79

thus the priesthood offices were those of dignity
and obedience the membership of the church was pro-

tected as best as possible from those who by transgres-

sion or fraud might attempt to establish themselves as

bona fide ministers in the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints

7 R journal history jun3juna 21 1833

79hc 1343
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chapter 4

DUTIES

joseph smith claimed that when john the baptist
restored the aaronic priesthood he explained that the

eys of this priesthood included the gospel of repen-

tance and of baptism approximately one year

after the restoration of the lesser priesthood joseph

smith received a revelation which indicated ways in which

the priesthood was to accomplish its purposes the first
edition of the doctrine and covenants included this
revelation as section 111IIIliilil presently section 20 is its
designatdesignationdesignasdes ionlonignat

SECTION 20 AN OUTLINE OF DUTIES

priests
the office of priest received six major areas of

responsibility first a priest had the obligation to
9

preach teach expound and exhort n in other

words they were to announce or declare the gospel to

leithe doctrine and covenants salt lake city the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints 1962 13
hereafter cited as DC

2dc2d&ccdc 2046
41

keys

f

of f ice

ays



42

instruct or inform about the gospel to logically defend

the gospel and to persuade others to accept and live the

gospel the priest shared the responsibility of educating

the church and the world about the gospel the latter being

called missionary work the four words given in the

revelation cover many if not all aspects of person to per-

son communication members of the church who were engaged

in preaching teaching expounding and exhorting were

cautioned to stick to the basics which consisted mainly of

warning the people and declaring repentance and avoiding

contention and disputationsdisputatious
second the priest had the responsibility to
4baptize deacons and teachers in the aaronic priesthood

were not and are not called to perform the ordinance of

baptism while on a mission as a priest primarily

collecting signatures for a petition against wrongs

suffered by the church in missouri wilford woodruff

recorded in his journal that he baptized eight persons in

1835 there6 is very little evidence recorded of priests
performing baptisms

C 69 1062681062 11968 148 156 166 1820
1931 4211174211

C
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wilford woodruffewoodruffs journal june 28 1835
located in the historical department of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter cited as
woodruffwoodruf journal
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bedward9edward partridgesPartri journaldoesdues march 29 june 7 8

13 and september 27 1835 located in the historical
department of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints hereafter cited as partridge journal woodruff
journal november 5 1834 to juneounelune 28 1835 messenger
and advocate kirtland ohio march 1836 p 281
january 1837 p 441 joseph smith history of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints ed BT H

roberts 2d ed rev salt lake city deseret book co

ap8p0

43

third the priest had the power to administer the
7 8sacrament also known as the eucharist and as the

lords supper this ordinance was usually performed by

holders of the melchizedek priesthood as the recorded
Q

evidence indicates the sacrament was probably adminis-

tered once or twice a month little information exists
regarding the frequency of the ordinance As late as 1844

a conference resolved to partake of the sacrament every

second sabbath no evidence has been found of priests
administering the sacrament when elders were present
verses SO50 and 52 of section 20 of the doctrine and cove-

nants seems to indicate that the priests were not to

administer the sacrament as long as an elder was present

unless the elder requested the priests to do so

7dc7d&ccdc 2046
0
messenger and advocate kirtland ohio march

1836 p 281

9 edwatdedward

195960 II11 4343543435434 hereafter35 cited as HC

times and seasons nauvoo illinois december 1
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fourth the priest was to isitvisit the house of each

member and exhort them to pray vocally and in secret and

attend to all family duties n today this activity is
known as home teaching ideally through this system of

guardianship every member of the church has personal co-
ntact with the church the gospel of repentance committed

to the lesser priesthoodpriesthoo was to be carried into the

homes of every member for the continual improvement of

the saints
fifth the priest had the authority to confer the

aaronic priesthood on others and to ordain them to the

office of deacon teacher or priest this authority
as well as the power to baptize and to administer the

sacrament was excluded from the duties of teachers and
14deacons evidence of priests ordaining however is

rare
and sixth a priest had authority to take the lead

of meetings when no melchizedek priesthood officer was

present truman hough was

set apart and ordained to preside over the
boonvilleonvilleblonvilleBo branch in new york as an aaronic priesthood
holder and others were ordained to the offices of
teachers and deacons 16

DC 2047 12dc 13 DSC 2048

DSC 2058 1sqc 2049

times and seasons nauvoo illinois november
is15 1840 p 217
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the ordination of hough indicates that at some locations
of the church there were no melchizedek priesthood holders

at all and therefore the responsibility to take charge

fell officially upon a bearer of the lesser priesthood

wilford woodruff records a list of fifteen priests who

were given the responsibility to preside over branches in

a conference in england A week later at another con-

ference another fifteen or so priests were placed over
I1 0

branches in the herefordshireHereford conferenceshire at a confer-

ence held on june 29 1840 the burslem and hanly

branch which had three elders in it was placed under the
19authority of william vernon who was a priest woodruffwoodruf

did not explain the reasons for this unusual occurrence

teachers
the outline of teachers1teachers duties in section 20 of

the doctrine and covenants is generally restricted to

being guardians or watchmen over the church membership A

teacher was

to watch over the church always and be with
and strengthen them

and see that there is no iniquity in the church
neither hardness with each other neither lying back
biting nor evil speaking

woodruff journal june 14 1840

ibid june 21 1840

ibid june 29 1840
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and see that the church meet together often and
also see that all the members do their duty20

in addition to the foregoing quasi legal duties
the teachers had authority to take the lead of meetings in

the absence of the elder or priest n 1 examples of this
are rare andrew jenson gives four examples of teachers
taking the lead of meetings by necessity in scandanavianscandinavian

22branches

however the major responsibility of the teachers
was to watchiwatchawatch over the church n the excommunication of

thomas B marsh as related by george A smith an apostle

of the church gives evidence of the legal duties laid
upon the teachers

while the saints were livinglivina in far west
missouri there were two sisters wishing to make

cheese and neither of them possessing the requisite
number of cows they agreed to exchange milk

the wife of thomas B marsh who was then presi-
dent of the twelve apostles and sister harris con
cludedclouded they could exchange milk in order to make a
little larger cheese than they otherwise could to be
sure to have justice done it was agreed that they
should not save the strippingsstroppingsstrip butpings that the milk and
strippingsstroppingsstrip shouldpings all go together small matters to
talk about here to be sure two womens exchanging
milk to make cheese

mrs harris it appeared was faithful to the
agreement and carried to mtsmrs marsh the milk and
strippingsstroppingsstrip butpings mrs marsh wishing to make some extra

20dc 20535520532053 DC21SS55 2056
22andrew jenson history of the scandanavianscandinavian

mission salt lake city deseret news press 1927

1964 p 366
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good cheese saved a pint of strippingsstroppingsstrip frompings each cow
and sent mrs harris the milk without the strippingsstroppingsstrip

finally
pings

it leaked out that mrs marsh had saved
strippingsstroppingsstrip andpings it became a matter to be settled by the
teachers italics not in the originaloria theyinalinai began to
examine the matter and it was proved that mrs marsh
had saved the strippingsstroppingsstrip andpings consequently had wronged
mrs harris out of that amount

an appeal was taken from the teachers italics not
in the original to the bishop and a regular church
trial was had president marsh did not consider that
the bishop had done him and his lady justice for they
decided that the strippingsstrippinasstroppingsstrip werepingspinaspinos wrongfully saved and
that the woman had violated her covenant

marsh immediately took an appeal to the high cou-
ncil who investigated the question with much patience
and I1 assure you they were a grave body marsh being
extremely anxious to maintain the character of his
wife as he was the president of the twelve apostles
and a great man in israel made a desperate defense
but the high council finally confirmed the bishopbishopsdishop
decision

marsh not being satisfied took an appeal to the
first presidency of the church and joseph and his
counsellorscoun hadsellors to sit upon the case and they approved
the decision of the high council

this little affair you will observe kicked up a
considerable breeze and thomas B marsh then declared
that he would sustain the character of his wife even
if he had to go to hell for it 23

the first step in legal recourse was handled by the teach-

ers in the marsh case

in an aaronic priesthood meeting held in 1876

edward hunter presiding bishop of the church told the

priesthood holders of the difference between the pro-

fessional legal system and the legal system of the church

according to the minutes of the meetingmeetinomeetins

george A smith in journal of discourses
london latter day saints1saints book depot 1855861855861855 86
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he referred to an incident in his early life when
he was called to be an executor to an estate it was
a disputed case it was settled but he said that when
afterwards he saw the order of god for settlement of
disputes he was exceedingly gladaladgiadolad said he had never had
a case but he had been able to settle by the aaronic
priesthood 24

further evidence citing teachers as part of the

legal arm of the church comes from a discourse of brigham

young he taught that the bishops were to

see that teachers are diligent in the per-
formance of their duties and that all difficulties
that may arise among the brethren of the ward be
settled if possible by the teachers 25

john taylor who became the third president of the church

said that
the teachers who are helps to the priests

whose duty it is to go among the people and talk to
them on their duties and where there may be
difficulties to settle and it is not within the
power of the teachers italics in the original to
satisfactory adjust them report them to the
bishop 26

the practice of having the teachers involved in the

settling of quasi legal disputes between members of the

church carried on from the early days of the church when

the marsh affair occurred to the utah period under

brigham young john taylor and edward hunter

24william E hunter edward hunter ed janath
russell cannon salt lake citycitylcetyl publishers press 1970
p 177

25 brigham youngyouna in journal of discourses 1943

john taylor in journal of discourses 19142
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diff1cultiesdifficulliesdifficulties occur I1 tell them to send
their lesser priesthood and the difficulty is
removed

49

teachers as well as priests were responsible for

visiting the homes of the members this may have been the

means of instructing the saints in the principles and

practices of the gospel this responsibility begins with

the office of teacher and is included in all higher priest
hood offices in 1845 a meeting of the aaronic priesthood

was called by bishop newel K whitney As was stated
previously the purpose of the meeting was to complete

the aaronic priesthood quorums so that the members of the

church could be visited in their homes

the performance of home teachingteachino was highly and

seriously regarded by the leaders of the church at a

meeting of the lesser priesthood in salt lake city in 1854

edward hunter said
I1 want you to observe when you go into a house

what kind of spirits are there some dotdontdozdonz want the
teachers to come to their house its those that are
on trial

they will be open with the lesser priesth-
ood when they would not with brotherBrot brighamilerlierilet young
or me 28

later while speaking at a priesthood meeting in 1872

hunter indicated that teachers were to reconcile and

27ttc 73517351 see also page 20 of this thesis
7 ft

minutes of the lesser priesthood seventeenth
ward salt lake city march 21 1854 located in the
historical department of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints

27
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john taylor in journal of discourses 1828518285

ibid32

so
2 9settle difficulties amongamonaanongamono the saints n on another

occasion he remarked that
when a teacher or priest goes into a house that

house is subject to him and the teacher has the
privilege to ask such questions as the spirit of god
may direct him to and no person houldshould go as a
teacher without that spirit 30

shortly before he became the third president of

the church john taylor delivered a sermon in which he

included the importance of the teachers visiting the homes

of the saints some people apparently did not think that
the teachers were very important and he wanted to correct

that opinion he mentioned that in their calling as

teachers while visiting his home they are above him an

apostle in authority shall I1 assume to dictate to

those who are above me no never 11 he 31remarked taylor
commented at a latter date upon the duties of a teacher and

a priest concerning home teaching he said
we start in with the teacher and with the priest

whose duty it is to know the position of all the
members in their several districts

and if there are those who are not disposed
to listen to them and to do right then it becomes the
duty of the teachers after pleading with them and
doingdoina the best they can to report them to their
bishop 32

29 hunter edward hunter p 173

ibid
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wilford woodruff records in his journal an instance

during which various questions were being asked and

answersansivers given by the leadership of the church one ques-

tion concerned the visiting of the members

Is it right for a priest to be joined to a teacher
to go and visit the houses of each member when their
duty is set forth in the covenants YES any me-
mbers that are officers from high priest to deacon may
visit the church or members and be set apart for this
purpose if the church will receive it 3

an example of how home teaching was conducted in

the early days of the church has been preserved and pu-
blished in church periodicals elder marion G romney

second counselor in the first presidency of the church

related the incident of william cahoon home teaching the

prophet joseph smith in an article in the ensign about

home teaching

to illustrate how seriously and literally the
brethren took this assignment in the early days of the
church I1 quote the following statement of elder
william cahoon who joined the church october 16 1830
just six and a half months after the revelation that
set forth the home teaching responsibility was
received

1n was called and ordained to act as a teacher to
visit the families of the saints I1 got along very
well till I1 found that I1 was obliged to call and pay a
visit to the prophet being young only about seven-
teen years of age I1 felt my weakness in visiting the
prophet and his family in the capacity of a teacher
I1 almost felt like shrinking from duty finally I1
went to his door and knocked and in a minute the
prophet came to the door I1 stood there trembling
and said to him

n rothertbrotheribrotherterothertB joseph I1 have come to visit you in the
capacity of a teacher if it is convenient for you

woodruff journal august 26 1843
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he said brother william come right in I1 am
glad to see you sit down in that chair there and I1
will go and call my family in

they soon came in and took seats he then said
brother william I1 submit myself and family into your
hands italics not in the original and then took his
seat now brother william said he ask all the
questions you feel like

by this time all my fears and trembling had
ceased and I1 said brother joseph are you trying to
live your religion

he answered yes
then I1 said do you pray in your family
he said yes

do you teach your family the principles of the
gospel

he replied yes I1 am trying to do it
do you ask a blessing on your food

he answered yes
are you trying to live in peace and harmony with

all your family
he said that he was
I1 turned to sister emma his wife and said

sister emma are you trying to live your religion
do you teach your children to obey their parents do
you try to teach them to pray

to all these questions she answered yes I1 am
trying to do so

I then turned to joseph and said 11 am now
through with my questions as a teacher and now if youvou
have any instructions to givealveolve I1 shall be happy to
receive them T

he said god bless you brother william and if
you are humble and faithful you shall have power to
settle al difficulties that may come before you in
the capacity of a teacher

1

I then left my parting blessing upon him and his
family as a teacher and took my departure

1

the presidents of the church have always taken
home teaching seriously 4

the teachers duty apparently was to check up on

the members to see if they were living in accordance with

the principles of the gospel upon entering smiths home

marion G romney the responsibilities of home
teachers ensign III111illtii march 1973 1415141514 quoting15 from
juvenile instructor XXVII august 15 1892 49293492 93

an d

I

34

C

34



as3s

53

cahoon was asked by the prophet to ask him all the que-
stions you feel like in this instance there was not a

prepared message and the home teacher was in charge

smith indicated to cahoon that he was submitting himself

and his family to him as their home teacher

in far west missouri in 1838 the teachers made

a resolution to live according to their duties anyone in

the quorum who would not settle his difficulties in the

church and show himself approved in all things or who

would take unlawful interest would not be held in fel-
lowship in the quorum

one additional assignment fell to the teachers
they were to represent their respective branches at the

conferences of the church with a list of the names of the

several members uniting themselves with the church since

the last conference if they could not attend then

they wereivereleereteere to send the list by the hand of some priest
the church was very concerned about keeping an accurate

7 0
accounting of the membership of the church

HC 325325 see also minutes of teachersteachers1 quorum
kirtland dec 25 1834 located in the historical depart
ment of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
this reference gives an example of a fellow teacher who
was using tobacco and needed to be labored with to stop

DC 2081 82 DSC 2082
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deacons

the only duty given to the deacons in section 20 of

the doctrine and covenants is to assist the teachers in
39their duties this included warning expounding

exhorting teaching and inviting all to come unto
40christ tt little is known of any specific assignments

other than serving as assistants that the deacons may have

had some of the practices of deacons in other churches

were adopted as duties of deacons in the church of jesus

christ of latter day saints
an early nineteenth century protestant writer J

P wilson quoted justin martyr to show the assistance
deacons had in the passing of the lord supper to the

congregation

they who are called among us deacons dis-
tribute the bread and the wine and water to each of
those who are present also they carry to those
who are not present 41

this practice was to be carried out on sunday although

deacons in the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

in the latter half of the nineteenth and in the twentieth

Q 40DC 2057 DC 2059
41 justin martyr 2 apology 97 oxford edition

1 apology 127 quoted in james P wilson the primitive
governments of christian churches philadelphia french
and perkins 1833 p 17

42 wilson primitive overnmentsgovernmentsgovernments p 19
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century passed the sacrament there is no information that
they did so in the 1830s and 1840s

going further back in history glandsenglandsEn bede held

the office of deacon for a time being ordained at age

nineteen which he states was an exception to the rule
43of age twentyfivetwenty Pfive H blair in writing about bedes

ordination and duties quotes from isidore of sevilles
list of orders under a deacon door keeper acolyte an

attendant to mass exorcist cantor lector reader of

the scriptures and subdeacon

some of these offices are similar to the ones cited
in the doctrine and covenants commentary a book authored

by an apostle of the church and a returned missionary and

revised by three apostles near the middle of the twentieth
century in the explanation of the duties of the levites
in the lesser priesthood in the old testament the text
reads they had charge of the sanctuary tabernacle or

temple and the furniture belonging thereto they acted as

porters guards general servants and singers 1 there

is no indication that deacons in the church of jesus

peter hunter blair the world of bede new york
st martins press 1970 ppap 4 5 243245 250

ibid44 p 253 quoting J fontaine isidore de
seville 1I 343

hyrum Mn1 smith and janne M sjodahl doctrine
and covenants commentary 2d ed rev salt lake city
deseret book co 1957 p 696
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christ served officially as singers there were choris
46ters in the church but they were not acting as such in

a priesthood capacity as far as it is known deacons

and other priesthood officers did serve as doorkeepers

edward partridge serving as bishop of the church met in

council with other leaders of the church on january 15

1836 at that time all the quorums of the priesthood

volunteered to assist in being doorkeepers at the kirtland
48temple whether the doorkeepingdoor assignmentkeeping was a

permanent assignment or only for the duration of the

dedication ceremonies is not known

duringdurinadurino the troublesome times in nauvoo after
joseph smith was killed and prior to the departure of the

saints from nauvoo the priesthood quorums were organized
49to serve in the absence of a charter 11 deacons were set

apart to attend to all things needful to maintain law and

order and especially to watch u

little additional evidence has been discovered

which pertains to the duties of deacons in the early

period of the church upon occasion deacons served as

46 A 7
HC 2411 HC 2371

48 partridge journal january 15 1836

49 ivan J barrett joseph smith and the restora-
tion provo utah brigham young university press 1967
p 533
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clerks of branches but this was not an official responcespon
52sibilitysivilitysibi oflity a deacon priests also served as clerks

the major function of a deacon in the church seems

to have been in the capacity of an assistant an executor

or a messenger for those higher in authority the name of

the temples for the deacons expresses that they are helps

in government 11 this may further indicate the deacons

role as assistants although it was the teachersteacherstteach dutyersT

to represent branches at conferences and although

priests were mentioned by revelation to go when the

teachers could not at times deacons filled this assign-

ment deacon A B willson represented the chalk level
branch at a conference held in tennessee in may 1836

one twist to the service of an assistant was

printed in the times and seasons in a conference of the

church held in new trenton iowa on november 18 1844

a resolution was made that elder L muetze assist the

priests and teachers in their several duties

messenger and advocate kirtland ohio janu-
ary 1837 p 447

woodruff journaljournalljournell june 14 1840 march 15 1841

HC 1359 DCDSC
54 2081 82 SSQC 2082

messengermessenuermesseguer and advocate kirtland ohio june
1836 p 332
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missionary WORK

deacons and teachers were called to be standing
r 0

ministers to the branches in which they resided but

priests occasionally were called to serve missions in
59other areas this policy was sanctioned by revelation

wilford woodruff served a mission in the united
states as a priest later on when he served a mission

to england as an apostle john wych and samuel heath were

priests who preached with him william F cahoon noah
9packard and horace cowan served missions as priests

don carlos smith a brother of the prophet went on a

mission at age fourteen with his father he received

the priesthood at age fourteen luke S johnson was

ordained a priest oonsoon after his baptism and per-

formed a mission to the southern part of ohio joseph

r 0
HC 2229312229 see31 also messenger and advocate

kirtland ohio june 1835 ppap 13738137 DC38 84111

s9dc 84111

woodruff journal january 13 1835

ibid61 february 13 1840

r
palmer aaronic priesthood ppap 34849348

HC

49

4190 HC 4393

journal history of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints may 10 1831 located in the historical
department of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints
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fielding who joined the church in canada through the

missionary endeavors of parley P pratt was ordained a

priest and was among the first missionaries to go to

england to preach the gospel james huntsmanHunts amanY priest
from the perry branch in ohio was voted to be ordained to

the office of elder at the time the vote was taken he

was not present for he was serving a mission
an article published in 1833 gives some evidence

that young men served missions this may be an indication
that boys were ordained to the aaronic priesthood the

editor expressed some concern about boys serving missions

be careful about sending boys to preach the
gospel to the world if they go let them be accom-
panied by some one who is able to guide them in the
proper channel lest they become puffed up and fall
under condemnation and into the snare of the
devil 68

A responsibility related to both missionary work

and conference work was given by revelation in september

1832 the revelation was instructinginstruct theino saints about

those who go forth
to proclaim mine everlasting gospel that

inasmuch as they have families and receive money by

hjc 2491932491 93

66

67

66 HC

67messenger67 messenger and advocate kirtland ohio novem
ber 1836 p 415

the68the evening and morning star kirtland ohio
december 1833 p 120
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gift that they should send it unto them or make use
of it for their benefit 69

in conjunction with the responsibilities of those who were

on errand for the churchychurch an assignment for the lesser
priesthood was given to perform assistance by acting as

forerunners as it were for those who were engaged in

building up the kingdom of god

therefore take with you those who are ordained
unto the lesser priesthood and send them before you
to make appointments and to prepare the way and to
fill appointments that you yourselves are not able to
fill

behold this is the way that mine apostles in
ancient days built up my church unto me 70

OTHER references TO DUTIES

few discourses regardinggardinare the aaronic priesthood

given in joseph smiths time have been preserved those

which are available say very little about the specific

duties devolving upon the lesser priesthood they comment

not on what was said but merely that something was said

the messenger and advocate carried an article in

1835 entitled to the saints scattered abroad n which is

typical of the reporting of the discourses

the priests too should not be idle their
duties are plain and unless they do them diligently
they cannot expect to be approved righteousness
must be the aim of the saints in all things and when
the covenants are published they will learn that
great things must be expected of them do good and
work righteousness with an eye single to the glory of

69dc 84103 70qc 84107 108
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god and you shall reap your reward when the lord
recompensesrecompenser every one according to his work

the teachers and deacons are the standing mini-
sters of the church and in the absence of other
officers great things and a holy walk are required
of them they must strengthen the members faith
persuade such as are out of the way to repent and turn
to god and live meekly persuade and urgeuraeurce every one to
forgive one another all their trespasses offencesfencesoffensesof
and sins that they may work out their own salvation
with fear and trembling brethren bear and forbear
one with anotherano fortherPthery so the lord does with us pray
for your enemies in the church and curse not your
foes without for vengeance is mine saith the lord
and I1 will repay 71

nothing in the foregoing article adds any information to

the duties described in the doctrine and covenants and

the article is very general

at a conference in commerce later nauvoo illi-
nois in 1839 elder lyman wight spoke as to the duties

7 2of priests teachers etc 11 what it was that he

instructed them in is not recorded the saints held a

conference in the brandywine branch of the church in

pennsylvania in july 1840 during the conference elder

lorenzo barnes delivered an appropriate address relative
to the duties of priests in a most solemn and

impressive manner tt again noriofioflo record of the solemn

and impressive speech itself exists possibly the

71messengermessencter and advocate kirtland ohio june
1835 p 138

7 2 times and seasons nauvoo illinois december
1839 p at3t

ibid november 1840 ppap 2067206 7

72

73

72

31

73



as7s

as7s

62

discourses only restored what was given in section 20 of

the doctrine and covenants and therefore no further com-

ment seemed necessary

perhaps from a lack of emphasis on the aaronic
priesthood in comparison with duties of and discourses

about the melchizedek priesthood or from a lack of

response from those who held the lesser priesthood or

from a desire to receive an office of more prominence or

from a combination of these a general sense of apathy

concerning the aaronic priesthood existed in the church in

the 1830s ivan J barrett writes that in zion where the

pure in heartheart1heartthearte were supposed to dwell some began to
74think that the aaronic priesthood was nonessential to

quell the attitude bishop edward partridge called the

council of high priests together and read them chapters

XXIII and XXIV of the book of commandments doctrine and

covenants sections 22 and 20 respectively john

corrill who served as a counselor to bishop partridge
remarked that the aaronic priesthood offices were as

any office in the church corrillscorrallsCor observationrills became

the decision of the council

joseph smith wrote a letter to hezekiah peck in

1835 in which he expressed dissatisfaction with the

74 barrett joseph smith p 166
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I1 frequently rebuke and admonish my brethren and
that because I1 love them not because I1 wish to incur
their displeasure or mar their happiness such a
course of conduct is not calculated to gain the good
will of all but rather the ill will of many there-
fore the situation in which I1 stand is an important
one so you secsee brethren the higher the authority
the greater the difficulty of the station but these
rebukes and admonitions become necessary from the

76hc 2230312230 fnan31
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priesthood holders of the church he wrote

the presidency of kirtland and zion say that the
lord has manifested by revelation of his spirit that
the high priests teachers priests and deacons or
in other words all the officers in the land of clay
county missouri belonging to the church are more or
less in transgression because they have not enjoyed
the spirit of god sufficiently to be able to compre-
hend their duties respectingrespect themselveslnainaino and the we-
lfare of zion thereby having been left to act in a
manner that is detrimental to the interest and also
a hindrance to the redemption of zion now if they
will be wise they will humble themselves in a pec-
uliar manner that god may open the eyes of their
understanding it will be clearly manifested what the
designdeslon and purposes of the almighty are with regard to
them and the children of zion that they should let
the high council which is appointed of god and
ordained for that purpose make and regulate all the
affairs of zion and that it is the willwiil of god that
her children should stand still and see the salvation
of redemption 76

and in a discourse on priesthood given in 1837

joseph smith admonished the priesthood holders as follows

from a retrospect of the requirements of the ser-
vants of god to preach the gospel we find few
qualified even to be priests and if a priest under-
stands his duty his calling and ministry and
preaches by the holy ghost his enjoyment is as great
as if liehelleile were one of the presidency and his services
are necessary in the body as are also those of
teachers and deacons
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perverseness of the brethren for their temporal as
well as the spiritual welfare they actually consti-
tute a part of the duties of my station and calling 77

other responsibilities or opportunities devolving

upon the bearers of the aaronic priesthood included the

sustaining of leaders one example of this occurred at

the time the missouri presidency of the church and the

high council were chosen and sustained

the high priests elders priests teachers
deacons and members present then covenanted with
hands upheld to heaven that they would uphold brother
david whitmer as president in zion in my joseph
smithssmithysnithy absence and john whitmer and william IV

phelps as assistant presidents or counselors and m-
yself as first president of the church

to the priesthood quorumsqu theorums lesser priesthood also

had stewardshipssteward orships assignments in the economic system
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messenger and advocate kirtland ohio janu-
ary 1837 p 443 see also DC 3840
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this event occurred in the summer of 1834 four priests
participated in the forty three man council that approved

7 Q

the kirtland high council in february 1834

the lesser priesthood was also required along with

other members of the church to help in economic matters

in 1845 it was proposed by the leaders of the church that
0 Q

the deacons should take care of the poor in nauvoo

helping the poor to emigrate was also an assignment given
0
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of zion which was known as the law of consecration and
0

stewardship

the responsibilities of the offices of deacon

teacher and priest varied little from the outline of

duties given in section 20 of the doctrine and covenants

during the life of joseph smith according to the avail-

able information on the subject the evolution of present

day responsibilities which are in addition to those given

in the doctrine and covenants is not within the scope of

this study
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chapter 5

ministering OF ANGELS
PREPATORYPREFATORY GOSPEL

AND TEMPLES

the ministering of angels the administering of

the preparatory gospel and temple ordinances are three
areas which were committed concomitantly with the aaronic
priesthood when it was restored by john the baptist
according to joseph smithssmithysnithy scriptural account A

revelation givenolvenoiven in 1832 also links these three functions

to the aaronic priesthood the purpose of this chapter

is to examine the purpose of and the meaning of the minis-

tering of angels the preparatory gospel and the role of

the lesser priesthood relative to the latter day saint
temple

ministering OF ANGELS

the belief in face to face communication between

heavenly beings and mortal men is basic doctrine in the

church of jesus christ of latter day saints the

leithe doctrine and covenants salt lake city the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints 1962 13
hereafter cited as DC

2dc2d&ccdc 8426 27 31
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establishing of the church occurred through this kind of

communication joseph smith claimed that he prayed to

god to know which of all the religious sects was correct
and that he was answered by a visitation from god the

father and jesus christ the gold plates from which the

book of mormon was translated were delivered by and then

returned to an angel named moroni priesthood power and

authority to act in the name of god were restored through

john the baptist and through peter james and john

other angels restored keys of the priesthood which enabled

further ordinances to be performed

the ministering of angels was not claimed only for
modern times for a revelation published by joseph smith

in the doctrine and covenants asserted that adam the first
man was told by god that he and his posterity should not

die physically until god should send forth angels to

declare unto them repentance and redemption through
4faith on the name of mine only begotten son

although joseph smith and his associates were

familiar with examples of ministering angels in the book

of mormon for example 2 nephi 424 omni 25 alma 2414

helaman 511sll511 and moroni 73032730 and32 although smith had

been visited by the angel moroni not until john the

baptist restored the keys of the ministering of angels

SC 12821 SC 2942
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was it possible for this ministering to become an inte-
gral part of the restitution of all things apparently
no inquiry by smith about angels was made prior to the

restoration of the lesser priesthood nor was there

evidence of a previous understanding of the relationship
between the ministering of angels and the lesser priesth-

ood
joseph smith gave written testimony that the

ministering of angels was a means by which the church

could again exist and properly function he also taught

that when moses and the higher priesthood were taken from

the ancient israelites the lesser priesthood still remain-

ed and provided a means by which the heavens could remain

open to man smith said

all priesthood is melchizedek but there are
different portions or degrees of it that portion
which brought moses to speak with god face to face
was taken away but that which brought the ministry
of angels remained 7

the ministering of angels did not replace the higher

priesthoodspriesthood function of bringing man into the presence of

cts 321

joseph smith history of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints ed W FT roberts cadc2dczd ed
rev salt lake city deseret book co

1938 ppap 18081180 81
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god but it continued to function as it did previously
when it was established as part of the priesthood of

0
aaron the function of the ministering angels was for

the israelites to keep them in a degree of spiritual care

until they would again be prepared to be brought back into

the presence of god through obtaining the higher priesth-

ood with its attending ordinances in the case of adam

and his posterity the ministering of angels was to bringbrino
them to the gospel the same may be true of joseph smith

and his followers the ministering of angels brought a

degree of spiritual power and truth which would allow

them to be brought to higher levels such as the melchi-

zedek priesthood and the temple ordinances which prepare

man for eternal life with god

section 107 of the doctrine and covenants contains

two verses which illustrate the difference in the experi-

ences which can be realized through the two priesthoodspriest
whereas

hoods

the aaronic priesthood brings to man the minister
Q

ing of angels as the link between man and the heavens

the melchizedek priesthood brings

0
times and seasons nauvoo illinois august 2

1841 p 490 this article indicates that the old testa-
ment does not say that the aaronic priesthood was a new
institution see also orson F whitney the aaronic
priesthood TT the contributor VI november 1884 42

SC 10720
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the privilege of receiving the mysteries of
the kingdom of heaven to have the heavens opened unto
them to commune with the general assembly and church
of the firstbornFirst andborn to enjoy the communion and
presence of god the father and jesus the mediator of
the new covenant 10

joseph smith gave a revelation to a group of men at
a conference held at hiram ohio in november 1837 some

of the brethren had suggested that they could write revela-

tions better than joseph smith the following revelation
exposed their lack of humility and contained a rebuke

which indicated that they were unprepared for even the

ministering of angels

inasmuch as you strip yourselves from
jealousies and fears and humble yourselves before me
for ye are not sufficiently humble the veil shall be
rent and you shall see me god and know that I1
am

ye are not able to abide the presence of god now
neither the ministeringministerina of angels wherefore continue
in patience until ye are perfected 11

an article published in the evening and morning

star took a defensive stance about the wayvay in which the

claim of ministering angels by the church would be re-

ceived by the sectarian world the star proclaimed that

the true church should be the same modernly as it was in

new testament times and have the same spiritual gifts
the article further declared

let a man declare that he has obtained the
ministering of angels how quick will all the reform-
ers yes and non reformers too denounce him as the

DC 10719 SC 6710 13
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worst of men but ask them did the people of god in
ancient days receive the ministering of angels surely
they did say they what and you have got the same
religion as they had they will answer in the affir-
mative and yet you have no such thing as the
ministering of angels no and your religion still
the same as theirs yes the same god the same gos-
pel the same dispensation and the same spirit and
yet the dealings of god with them are as different
as mahometanism and christianity

the

12

church was not well received by other religions because

of the nature and frequency of revelation including the

ministering of angels among other things

when wilford woodruff was on a mission as a priest
he claimed to have had the ministering of angels regard-

ing this he later said
A priest holds the keys of the ministering

of angels never in my life as an apostle as a
seventy or as an elder have I1 ever had more of the
protection of the lord than while holding the office
of a priest the lord revealed to me by visions by
revelations and by the holy spirit many thingsthinas that
lay before me 13

he did not elaborate further
hyrum smith brother of the prophet and patriarch

to the church told edward hunter who later became the

presiding bishop of the church that hunter would be

assisted by the ministering of angels smith said

it is pretty strong doctrine but I1 believe I1

will tell it he hunters dead son will act as an

the evening and morning star kirtland ohio
may 1834l133411334 p 1531s3

millennial star liverpool LIII october 5

18911891j 629
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angel to you not your guardian angel but an auxiliary
to assist you in extream sic trials 1

hunter claimed that the prophecy was later fulfilled in

his life his son george appeared to him bishop hunters
description was as follows in appearance he was the

same as in actual life but more perfect with the same

blue eyes and light curly hair and fair complectioncomp

sic
lection

15

joseph smith taught that a major purpose of the

ministering of angels was to aid mortals in building up

the kingdom of god and spreading the message of salvation
to the world this function is not exclusive to the

aaronic priesthood alonealoney for the melchizedek priesthood

is also assisted by the ministering of angels smith

taught that angels would assist man in the future in the

establishment of the utopian zion

and now I1 ask how righteousness and truth
are going to sweep the earth as with a flood I1 will
answeran mensiver and angels are to be workerscoworkersco in
bringing to pass this great work and zion is to be
prepared even a new jerusalem for the elect that
are to be gathered from the four quarters of the
earth 18

william E hunter edward hunter ed janath
russell cannon salt lake city publishers press 1970
ppe 55565556SS55
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the way in which man does his part in establishing zion is
19recorded in heaven for the angels to look upon n

very little is specifically written in the reve-

lations about further details regarding the ministering of

angels or the relationship between the lesser priesthood

and the ministering of angels statements like the one

quoted above by joseph smith in which he indicates that

this function remained with the lesser priesthood and

sections 13 84 and 107 of the doctrine and covenants

directly link the aaronic priesthood with the ministering

of angels the statements indicate that the ministering

of angelsanaelsandels is included in the aaronic priesthood functions

but they do not describe the details or ramifications which

may be connected with the phenamenaphenomenaphe ornamena which may be

expected with such an event

preparatory GOSPEL

the ministering of angels brings the preparatory

gospel which prepares people for the higher ordinances of
20the latter day saint plan of salvation accordincaccordingaccordine to

mormon scriptures angels were sent to adam and his

posterity to teach them repentance redemption and faith

19dc 623

B H roberts A comprehensive history of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake
city deseret news press 1930 1I 17980179 80
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21in christ after receiving the preliminary principles
adam must have progressed on to further principles for

other revelations of joseph smith signify that adam held

the priesthood and conferred it upon his sons abel and

seth and also upon others smith taught that adam

presides over the entire human race under the direction of
25christ As far as adams mortality is concerned after

his fall he began life cut off from the presence of god

27but through the ministering of angels who brought the

preparatory gospel adam was brought to the higher sta-
tions through obedience and progression and he in turn

taught others of the human family

moroni the last prophet leader of the nephite

nation in the book of mormon wrote some of his father
mormonmormonscormons teachings regarding the ministering of angels

mormon taught

for beholdbeholdybeholds god knowing all things being from
everlasting to everlasting behold he sent angels
to minister unto the children of men to make manifest
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the coming of christ and in christ there should come
every good thing 28

the same pattern fits the rise and progress of the

church of jesus christ of latter day saints joseph smith

declared that he was told by god that no one was onun earth
29who had authority to act in the name of god through

the ministering of angels and the restoration of the pre-

paratory gospel through the ministering of john the ba-
ptist smith and his associates progressed from the

preparatory principles to the melchizedek priesthood and

its ordinances including the gift of the holy ghost by

the laying on of hands and the temple ordinances

the preparatory gospel is defined in the doctrine
and covenants as follows

therefore he took moses out of their midst and
the holy priesthood also

and the lesser priesthood continued which priesth-
ood holdethgoldeth the key of the ministering of angels and
the preparatory gospel

which gospel is the gospel of repentance and of
baptism and the remission of sins and the law of
carnal commandments which the lord in his wrath
caused to continue with the house of aaron among the
children of israel until john the baptist

the book of mormon salt lake city the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints 1962 moroni 722
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the preparatory gospel encompasses the beginning stages of

the plan of salvation which has the power to enable a man

to become like god according to mormon theology the

principles of repentance baptism and remission of sins

9
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are administered through the aaronic priesthood the

rigorous schoolmaster known as the law of moses was

part of the administration of the aaronic priesthood until
the time of john the baptist the preaching of repentance

to the world and to the church beginsbeainsbeainy with and throughthrouah the

aaronic priesthood this obligation is part of the duties
of the melchizedek priesthood since it incorporates the

lesser priesthood

section 107 of the doctrine and covenants also

explains the functions of the aaronic priesthood

the power and authority of the lesser or aaronic
priesthood is to hold the keys of the ministering of
angels and to administer in outwardout ordinancesivard the
letter of the gospel the baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins agreeable to the covenants and
commandments 33

exactly what is meant by the outward ordinancesordinances11 and the

letter of the gospel is not explained in the revelation
outward ordinances may refer to ordinances which

can be performed outside of the temples or all visible
ceremonial or ritual ordinances not specifically limited

to the melchizedek priesthood or ordinances had both

inside or outside the temple which are delegated to the

aaronic priesthood or ordinances in which lay members

take part being assisted by those who hold the aaronic
priesthood section 20 of the doctrine and covenants
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limits ordinance functions to priests who are allowed to

baptize administer the sacrament and ordain others to

offices in the aaronic priesthood teachers and deacons
34do not have this authority

the letter of the gospel may refer to the legallecal
aspects of the kingdom of god which would include social
and economic welfare property and finances which were

under the direction of the bishops of the church home

teachings and the settling of disputes would also be

included and administered by the teachers and priests
letter of the gospel may refer to the requirements for

membership in the church which are

the duty of the members after they are received by
baptbaat fintimism italics in the original the elders ot
priests are to have a sufficient time to expound all
things concerning the church of christ to their under-
standing previous to their partakingDar oftaking the sacrament
and being confirmed by the laying on of the hands of
the elders so that all things may be done in order

and the members shall manifest before the church
and also before the elders by a godly walk and co-
nversation that they are worthy of it that there may
be works and faith agreeable to the holy scriptures
walking in holiness before the lord

no one can be received into the church of christ
unless lie has arrived unto the years of accountability
before god and is capable of repentance

baptism is to be administered unto all those
who repent 35

the terms outward ordinances and letter 0 the

gospel probably refer to the preparatory gospel since

these verses in section 107 parallel those in section 84
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I1 saw an angel and he laid his hands upon
my head and ordained me to a priest after the order
of aaron and to hold the keys of this priesthood
which office was to preach repentance and baptism for
the remission of sins and also to baptize but I1 was
informed that this office did not extend to the layinglaving
on of hands for the giving of the holy ghost that
that office was a greater work and was to be given
afterward but that my ordination was a preparatory
work or a going before which was the spirit of
elias for the spirit of elias was a going before to
prepare the way for the greater which was the case
with john the baptist

78

which discuss the preparatory gospel section 107 may be

an expansion of what the preparatory gospel includes the

two terms can also be seen as operations in preparing

people for higher ordinances and progression toward

perfection
the idea of preparing for greater things or going

before in preparation is sometimes connected with the

doctrine of the spirit of elias in mormon theologytheo josephlooyloay

smith gave a discourse near the end of his life in which

he talked about the spirit and office of elias the

following is an excerpt from his discourse

the spirit of elias is to prepare the way for a
greater revelation of god which is the priesthood of
elias or the priesthood that aaron was ordained unto
and when god sends a man into the world to prepare for
a greater work holding the keys of the power of elias
it was called the doctrine of elias even from the
early ages of the world

johns mission was limited to preaching and
baptizing but what he did was legal and when jesus
christ came to any of johsjohns disciples he baptized
them with fire and the holy ghost

we find the apostles endowed with greater power
than john their office was more under the spirit
and power of elijah than elias

now for elijah the spirit power and calling of
elijah is that ye have power to hold the key of the

4
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revelation ordinances oracles powers and endowments
of the fullness of the melchizedek priesthood and of
the kingdom of god on the earth and to receive
obtain and perform all the ordinances belonging to
the kingdom of god even unto the turning of the
hearts of the fathers unto the children and the
hearts of the children unto the fathers even those
who are in heaven 36

TEMPLES AND AARONIC priesthood

angels come with a preparatory gospel to start
mankind on the path that eventually can lead him to the

higher ordinances of the temple and exaltation or godhood

in the postmortalpost futuremortal in biblical times the ordi-

nances of the tabernacle and temple from the time of moses

were performed by the sons of aaron and their descendants

and the care of the physical facilities of the tabernacle

and temple was performed by the levites the ordinances

were probably of a preparatory nature since the higher

priesthood was taken from them had moses and the higher

priesthood not been taken away the circumstances may not

have been any different for the establishing of the

aaronic priesthood occurred before the higher priesthood
37was taken away john taylor explained that the aaronic

HC 6250516250 seesl51 also orson F whitney the
aaronic priesthood the contributor VI april 1885
249 bishop edward hunter is quoted as saying that the
saints are still under a preparatory condition see also
ibid june 1885188s 32122321 for22 more about john the
baptist as an ellaseliaseilas

exodus37 283228 32
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80

and levitical orders of priesthood were established before

the melchizedek priesthood was taken from the israelites
and that some of their duties were not in the manner of

7 0
replacement but of continuance erastus snow also

39presented the same idea

there is evidence that priesthood temple work is
a part of the lesser priesthoodspriest functionshoods in the latter
days priests teachers and deacons shared in various

activities related to the temples in the early period of

church history
the twenty four building complex of temples which

was to be built in independence jackson county missourini

contained several buildings designated for the aaronic
priesthood the building assignments were recorded as

follows

numbers 22 23 and 24 house of the lord for
the presidency of the high priesthood after the order
of aaron A standard for the people numbers 19 20
and 21 house of the lord for the high priesthood after
the order of aaron the law of the kingdom of heaven
and messenger to the people numbers 16 17 and 18
house of the lord for the teachers in zion messenger
to the church numbers 13 14 and 15 house of the

70 john taylor items on priesthood presented to
the latter day saints salt lake city george Q cannon
and sons co 1899 reprinted by taggart and co inc
1969
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lord for the deacons in zion helps in govern-
ment 40

these titles were for the bishops priests teachers and

deacons respectively there may be far more signific-

ance to the titles given above and their relationship to

the duties and purposes of the aaronic priesthood than is
generally realized

the plan of the pulpits in the temple building for

the presidency of the church included pulpits in the east
end for the aaronic priesthood the melchizedek priesth-

ood pulpits were in the west end of the four rows in

the east pulpit the first or highest was for the

presidency of the lesser priesthood n which probably

refers to the bishopric the second row was for the

presidency of the priests and the third and fourth rows

were for the presidency of the teachers and deacons
42respectively the bishopric also had a pulpit in the

43melchizedek priesthood west end pulpits
the seating arrangement in the kirtland temple

for the aaronic priesthood was identical however during

the dedicatory ceremonies both the bishopric of kirtland
and the bishopric of zion occupied the top two rows the

journal history of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints june 25 1833 p 2 located in the
historical department of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints see also HC 1359

HC 1360 ibid ibid

41
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priests and teachers moved down to the third and fourth
rows respectively and the deacons were seated below and

44to the right
members of the aaronic priesthood took part in the

laying of the cornerstones for the temple at nauvoo on

april 6 1841 at the northeast corner of the foundation

bishop newel K whitney representing the aaronic priesth-

ood preached a sermon at the ceremony at each of the

other three corners speakers representing the first
presidency the president of the high priesthood in

nauvoo and the high council in nauvoo gave sermons

the aaronic priesthood also received honor at the

beginning of the construction of the nauvoo temple

elisha averett also spelled everett who was president

of the quorum of teachers struck the first blow at thetiietile
47opening of the stone quarry on october 12 1841

aaronic priesthood holders also participated in

the ordinances of washing and anointing and also in the

ordinance of washing of feet in the kirtland temple

44
HC 2411 see also orson F whitney life of

heber C kimball 3d ed salt lake city bookcraft
1945 ppap 888988 see89 also lauritz G petersen the
kirtland temple ft BYU studies XII summer 1972 4069406

HC

9

4327314327 ibid31

ivan J barrett joseph smith and the restora-
tion provo utah brigham young university press
1967196t p 415

45
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bishop edward partridge wrote in his journal a little over

two months before the temple at kirtland was dedicated

that
the priests teachers and deacons met 2 or 3

evenings about the last of jan for the purpose of
beingbeinabelna anointed

bishop whitney and counsel and myself and my
counsel met and anointed them after the anointing
was over each man asked the lord to bless them and
seal upon them the blessings that had been pronounced
upon their heads by the bishops and their counsellorscoun
bishop

sellors
whitney then asked the lord to seal the bless-

ings that had been pronounced upon the heads of his
brethren after he was through we shouted hosanna 3

times to god and the lamb amen amen and amen 8

on march 30 1836 a few days after the dedication

of the temple in kirtland partridge wrote that on

wednesday all the officers of the church met at
9 oclock in the lords house temple the priests
teachers and deacons in one corner the vails sic
having been let down and the other officers occupied
the rest of the lower room the washing of feet was
performed by noon then they began to prophecy sic
and speak in tongues adding shouts of hosannashosannahHos toannas god
and the lamb with amen and amen this continued till
dark when they partook of a feast of bread and wine
the meeting was kept up till morning the shouts were
omitted during the night 49

the official history of the church dictated by

joseph smith records that on the same date march 30

1836

48 edward partirdges journal january 26 1836
located in the historical department of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter cited as
partridge journal

AQ
ibid march 30 1836
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at eight oclock according to appointment the
presidency the twelve the seventies the high
council the bishops and their entire quorumsqu theorums
elders and all the official members in this stake of
zion amounting to about three hundred met in the
temple of the lord to attend to the ordinance of
washingwashinovashina of feet SO50

the bishops and their entire quorums11 probably refers to

the entire worthy aaronic priesthood membership because

the bishops and their counselors had had the ordinance

performed for them the day before they now had the

privilege of performing the ordinance for members of their
lesser priesthood quorumsqu

heber

orums

C kimball one of the quourm of the twelve

apostles records information which proves that aaronic
priesthood holders participated in the temple ordinances

the 6thath day of april being the day appointed for
fasting and prayer all the elders priests teachers
and deacons numbering about 400 met together in the
house of the lord to attend to further ordinancesotainorainordin
none

ances
being permitted to enter but official members who

had previously received their washings and anointingsanoint
water

ings
being provided the first presidency after

girding themselves with towels proceeded to wash the
feet of the twelve after they got throughthrouah the twelve
girded themselves and washed the feet of the seventies
they then took their seats each quorum seating them-
selves in their respective places and continued in
fasting and prayer prophesyingrophesyingprophesying and exhortation
sic until evening 52

speaking in salt lake city in 1855 george A

smith one of the quorum of the twelve preached about the

HC 2430 ibid

whitney life of H C kimball p 92

quorums

2
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ordinances performed in the kirtland temple he recalled
that god

wished them to provide a place wherein he
couldcoul reveal to the children of men those principles
that will exalt them to eternal glory and make them
saviors on mount zion four hundred and sixteen
eiderselders priests teachers and deacons met in the
kirtland temple on the evening of its dedication I1
can see faces here that were in that assembly the
lord poured his spirit upon us and gave us some little
idea of the law of anointing and conferred upon us
some blessings he taught us how to shout hosannah
gave joseph the keys of the gathering together of
israel and revealed to us what why the fact of it
was he dare not yet trust us with the first key of
the priesthood he told us to wash ourselves and
that italics in the originalorlaoria almostinalinai made the women
mad and they said as they were not admitted into the
temple while this washingwashiric was beingbeincyberngbeancy performed that
some mischief was going on and some of them ivetewereiveretvete
right huffy about it

we were instructed to wash each others feet as
an evidence that we had borne testimony of the truth
of the gospel to the world we were taughttauaht to anoint
each others head with oil in the name of the lord as
an ordinance of anointing all these things were to
be done in their time place and season all this
was plain and simple yet some apostatized because
there was not more of it and others because there
was too much 53

from george A smiths discourse the ordinances

performed appear to be preliminary or preparatory to

further ordinances of the temple which today are per-

formed by melchizedek priesthood holders the first key

of the priesthoodpriest whichhoodY apparently referred to ceremonies

of the temple was not revealed at that time even though

all present held the priesthood but the washing and

george A smith in journal of discourses
london latter day saints book depot 1855861855 86

d

53
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anointing ceremonies were the only ones attended to at

that time

elder wilford woodruff also wrote of the ordi-

nances for him they occurred a year later since he had

been away on a mission he wrote

I1 repaired to a room in company with elder meeks
and priest J turpin to attend our first washing
after washing our bodies from head to foot in soap
and vatterwaiterwatter sic we then washed ourselves in clear
watterwaiter next in perfumed spirits the spirit of god
was with us and we had a spiritual time54

in 1837 the same practice was carried out as it had been

a year before

the quorums of the deacons teachers and priests
occupied one apartment the elders another and the
seventies the third each quorum met for the
anointing SS55

on may 4 1842 joseph smith inaugurated the tem-

ple endowment ceremonies in nauvoo illinois the

endowment was a more comprehensive ordinance than those

at kirtland several of the leaders of the church were

present smith instructed them in the principles and

order of the priesthood t attended to washings anoint

ings endowments and the communication of keys pertaining

wilford woodruffewoodruffs journal april 3 1837
located in the historical department of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter cited as
woodruffwoodruf journal

ibid april 4 1837

HC 51251 2

S irit
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to the aaronic priesthood and so on to the highest order

of the melchizedek priesthood n57

whether or not the aaronic priesthood holders

participated in these arstfirstirst endowments in nauvoo which

included the communication of keys pertaining to the

aaronic priesthood is not certain from the records

available in the city of ogden utah on june 11 1864

brigham young spoke to melchizedek priesthood holders

about the temple ordinances he gave reasons why the

lesser priesthood did not participate in the ceremonies

and also what may happen in the future regarding the

situation
the reason of this is that when we give the

brethren their endowments we are obliged to confer
upon them the melchisedec sic priesthood but
expect to see the day when we shall be so situatesituated
that we can say to a company of brethren you can go
and receive the ordinances pertaining to the aaronic
order of priesthood and then you can go into the
world and preach the gospel or do something thatthal will
prove whether you will honor that priesthood before
you receive more now we pass them through the ordi-
nances of both priesthoodspriest inhoods one day but this is
not as it should be and would if we had a temple
wherein to administer these ordinances but this is
all right at present 58

john taylor taught that the aaronic priesthood

had the duty to assist in ordinances of the temple under

57.57 ibid
C 0

brigham young in journal of discourses 10309
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the direction of the melchizedek priesthood TT this
may refer to the ordinance of baptism for the dead which

is performed by aaronic priesthood holders today it
may refer to something else

in the doctrine and covenants commentary a refer-
ence is made to the aaronic priesthood and the third
facsimile published in the pearl of great price the

facsimile depicts five people one of whom is shulem a

chief waiter to the pharaoh or king shulem wears an

apron and this may be emblematic of the lesser priesth-

ood n this explanation is given in the commentary in

conjunction with the description of the apparel worn by

the high priest in ancient israel in the aaronic priesth-

ood it may correspond to the temple ceremony today

THE SONS CF LEVI

john the baptist told joseph smith and oliver
cowdery that the aaronic priesthood shall never be taken

again from the earth until the sons of levi do offer
again an offering unto the lord in righteousness 1

59 taylor items on priesthood ppap 364036 cited40 in
john taylor gospel kingdom comp G homer durham

independence missouri zions printing and publishing
co 1943 p 155ISS

hyrum60
M smith and janne M sjodahl doctrine

and covenants commentary 2d ed rev salt lake city
deseret book co

60

7

61

1-0143
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cowderysCow accountderys which wasi publishedas before section 13

of the doctrine and covenants states that the priesthood

hall remain upon earth that the sons of levi may yet

offer an offering unto the lord in righteousness 1

later near the end of his life cowdery stated that the

lesser priesthood should remain upon the earth while the

earth stands t163

apparently at some future time therefore

levites are again going to make an offering to god

joseph smith taught that

all the ordinances and duties that ever
have been required by the priesthood under the
directions and commandments of the almighty in any
of the dispensations shall all be had in the last
dispensation therefore all things had under the
authority of the priesthood at any former period
shall be had again bringingbrin todingaing pass the restora-
tion spoken of by the mouth of all the holy prophets
then shall the sons of levi offer an acceptable
offering to the lord 64

continuingcontinuina with his discourse smith explained that

literal blood sacrifices would again be performed by the

levites he further declared that not all blood sacri-
fices were part of the law of moses which was completed

in christ 65

messenger and advocate kirtland ohio octo-
ber 1834 appp 15161516015

joseph63

16

fielding smith essentials in church
history salt lake city deseret book co 1950 p 470

HC 4210124210 ibid12

62

63

62

64
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94 lee A palmer aaronic priesthood through the cen-
turies salt lake citycitylcetyl deseret book co

ppap 43940423940435940439423942594359

joseph
40

fielding smith doctrines of salvation comp bruce
R mcconkie salt lake city bookcraftbookcra 1954561954 II1156

ppap 51517515sis hyhyrum17

90

these sacrifices as well as every ordinance
belonging to the priesthood will when the temple
of the lord shall be built and the sons of levi be
purified be fully restored and attended to in all
their powers ramifications and blessings 66

according to certain LDS theologians and writers
these sons of levi will be literal descendants of the

ancient tribe of levi of biblical times 67 the levites
were given all priesthood responsibility for the entire
house of israel and conducted temple sacrifices in

some future time before the second coming of christ the

sons of levi will return from their lostlost11 condition and

again perform the sacrificial offering
john A widtsoeWidt asoe member of the quorum of twelve

published a different idea regarding the sons of levi he

felt that after the sons of levi became latter day saints
they and other saints would offer their
offerings in inrighteousnessrighteousnessunrighteousness by their full acceptance of the

66 Tibid

bruce R mcconkiemcconkleMcCon mormonkleykielkiey doctrine 2d ed rev
salt lake city bookcraft inc 1965

1964 ppapp7 313-
18 hyrum L andrus doctrines of the kingdom salt lake
city bookcraft inc 1973 rum L

andrus principles of perfection salt lake city boo-
kcraft inc 1970 p 18 fnan

exodus 283028 numbers30 3 8 18 2 chronicles 29
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gospelgospel11 and temple work for the dead sidney B sperry

holds a similar view

charles W penrose a member of the first presi-
dency of the church expressed an idea of division of

sacrifice on two continents said he

now as to the sons of levi spoken of by john the
baptist in his ordination of joseph smith and oliver
cowderycowde i DCryy 13.13 they are or will be descendants
of levitev holding the priesthood of aaron who will
makmake me offerings predicted by the prophets to be
presented to the lord in latter days in zion and in
jerusalem malachi 32432 DSC4 12438 and 12824.1282412824
in zion men chosen of the lord for the special work
mentioned will be persons sanctified by the spirit
unto the renewing of their bodies 11 DSC 843234.8432348432348432
at

34
jerusalem they will be levites by lineal descent

offering the sacrifices that will be required after
the restoration spoken of in zechariah 1416 21 and
many others of the prophets of old concerning the
resticition of all things 7

those who are not literal descendants of the tribe
of levi may also be considered sons of moses and aaron or

sons of levilcv since moses and aaron were levites by hold-

ing the melchizedek priesthood section 84 of the doctrine
and covenants calls those who hold these two priesthoods1

sons of moses and aaron and indicates that they shall

69 john A widtsoeWidt evidencessoe and reconciliations
salt lake city stevens and wallis inc 1943 ppap

19596195

70

96

sidney B sperry doctrinedoctrin and covenants compen-
dium salt lake city bookcraft i- c 1960 183

charles W penrose improvement era XV august
1912 952 see also roy N doxey the doctrine and
covenants speaks salt lake city deseret book co
1964
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offer an acceptable offering and sacrifice in the house of
7 2the lord joseph fielding smith explains that this

7refers only to melchizedek priesthood bearers lee A

palmer points out that the sacrifice by the sons of levi
and the sacrifice in section 84 are two different sacri-
fices 74

two other sections in the doctrine and covenants

refer to the sacrifices of the sons of levi section 124

mentions latter day saint memorials for your sacrifices
by the sons of levi 11 in commenting upon this verse

the doctrine and covenants commentary suggestssugosuge thatrests

memorials refers possibly to records of
sacrifices that will be kept when the levitical ser-
vice shall have been restored 76

this interpretation may carry with it some authority since

it was co authored by an apostle hyrum M smith and was

revised by three men who became members of the first
presidency joseph fielding smith harold B lee and

marion G romney

section 128 contains a verse which reads as

follows

dqcd&c 8432348432 smith34 doctrines 393

palmer aaronic priesthood ppap 31820318

7sdc

20

12439

smith and sjodahl DC commentary p 778

72

73

75

72 73

74

76 D
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and he shall purify the sons of levi and
purge them as gold and silver that they may offer
unto the lord an offeringof inering righteousness let us
therefore as a church and a people and as latter
day saints offer unto the lord an offering in
righteousness and let us present in his holy temple
whenwilen it is finished a book containing the records of
our dead which shall be worthy of all acceptation 77

some writers assert that this verse implies that latter
7 8

day saints are sons of levi sperry also makes the same
7 9assertion for verse 39 of section 124 however the

wording may mean that just as god will refine the levites
and purify them so that they can offer an offering in

righteousness so should the saints offer an offering in

righteousness with their temple work records this sec

tion could be referring to the blood sacrifices
in the statements by cowdery and smith which give

the message of john the baptist some question has arisen
concerning the duration of the lesser priesthood cowdery

said the aaronic priesthood would be on earth hatthat the

sons of levi could offer their offering smith stated
subsequently that the aaronic priesthood would not be

taken from earth untiluntil11 the sons of levi made their
offering still later cowdery said that the lesser priest
hood would remain as long as the earth stands will the

77qc 128

7
andrus doctrines p 517 fnan sperry DC

compendium
9

ppap
cac1

8283829828582

79

83

spertysperry DC compendium ppap 828382 83
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78
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lesser priesthood then be discontinued as a separate

priesthood immediately after the sons of levi make their
offering will it end at the beginningbeoinning of the millennium

when the earth will no longer stand as it is will it
end at the conclusion of the millennium when the earth
ends its temporal existence will it continue after
that section 84 states that the aaronic priesthood was

given to aaron and his seed throughout all italics not

in the original their generations and that it
continueth11continuethcontin andueth abidetharideth forever italics not in the

0 n
original with the melchizedek priesthood n

how can it end if it endures forever

joseph fielding smith expressed his opinion on

the matter
As long as we have temporal things on the

earth this priesthoodpriestho is necessary italics in the
original eventually when the earth is celes
tializedtializedl I1 suppose all priesthood will be of the
higher order81

0 0

lee A palmer agrees with this position hyrum L andrus

in writing about the subject explains that the duration of

the priesthood of aaron on this earth will not be eternal

since the earth will be a celestial sphere where those

who have attained full godhood will dwell hence there

DSC 8418 see also DC 1071 5 6 10 13 3414

smith81 doctrines 392
0 0

palmer aaronic priesthood ppap 31718317 18
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would be no need for a preparatory gospel or a preparatory
0 T

priesthood therefore andrus also agrees with joseph

fielding smith however there is no conclusive informa-

tion expressing official church doctrine on the subject

which has been located

since several of the duties of the lesser priesth-

ood are related to a governmental legal or social
function it may be that it will continue to operate as

such even in a celestial world where those who hold the

fullness of the priesthood may have certain duties which

are in the office of the aaronic priesthood which would

be similar to elders performing baptism which occurs

presently or it may be that the ministering angels

who minister to celestial terrestrial or telestial
beings will do so in the office of the lesser priesth-

ood even though it continuethcontin andueth abidetharideth foreverforever
in the melchizedek priesthood but this is speculation

without much foundation perhaps the answer to the

question of the duration of the lesser priesthood will
come at a later time when it ends if it does

0 7

andrus principles ppap 161816

DC

18

13216 7681887681 88

83 JOSE ph
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83
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SUMMARYSUMNIIARY conclusions AND

recommendations

the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
was organized and men were called to aaronic priesthood

offices within a year and a half of the restoration of

the aaronic priesthood by john the baptist a ministering
angel to joseph smith and oliver cowdery the pattern
of the organization and duties of the priesthood of aaron

developed through revelations which joseph smith claimed

to receive and which were approved by the church

the three offices of deacon teacher and priest
were organized in bodies of twelve for a group or quorumquo

of

runi

deacons twenty four for teachers and forty eight for

priests each quorum was to havehaiiehatiehaire a presidency one

significant finding of this study was that the quorum of

priests was presided over by a priest and not a bishop

during the lifetime of joseph smith bishops have pre-

sided over the priests quorum during the twentieth century

the numbers of deacons and teachers were small according

to the available records most priesthood officers were

priests and elders the latter being a melchizedek priesth-

ood officeof

the

ficle

duties of the aaronic priesthood were

delineated in what became known as section 20 of the

doctrine and covenants probably the most interesting
duties include the watchdogwatchdog11 function of the teachers

who acted as guardians and watchmen and were to keep

11
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dissension disharmony and disobedience to a minimum of

the three aaronic priesthood offices only the priest
could perform ordinances only rarely however do the

records show that priests performed ordinances priests
were limited to baptizing ordaining others to the aaronic
priesthood offices and administering the sacrament when

no elder was present the titles which were to be

inscribed on the independence missouri temple complex

also gives information which may significantly relate to

the functions of deacons teachers and priests all
offices in the lesser priesthood had the duty to know and

preach the gospel deacons apparently functioned only as

assistants to highethigherhiaherfiaher priesthood officers
three doctrinal areas corresponding to the func-

tions of the lesser priesthood include the ministering

of angels the preparatory gospel and the temples and

the offering of the sons of levi who are again to make

an offering to god in his temple all three of these

areas are related the ministering angel brings the

messagemessace and keys of authority to act in the name of god

to a man called to be a prophet to the people who in turn

preaches a gospel of repentance and baptism for the

remission of sins in order to prepare the people for the

higher priesthood and temple ordinances including the

gift of the holy ghost one of the rites which is to be

performed before the millennial era as part of the

restitution91yestitution of all things is the offering of the sons

of 111ering
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of levi which accordingac tocordinocordina joseph smith will consist of

blood sacrifices
aaronic priesthood holders in the early days of

the church participated in some temple ordinances

significant among these were washings and anointingsanoint andings

the washing of feet
since the church is based on continuing revelation

the order of the church in the latter half of the twenti-

eth century and beyond is not solely dependent upon the

policies and practices of the past however joseph

smith is reported to have warned that if the church failed
to keep records of the revelations and directions given

it would regret it in the future continued research and

study of the history of the church and revelation through

the appointed leadership of the church may yet unfold

many principlesprini andplespies policies pertaining to the aaronic
priesthood which as was resolved by the church is as

valuable and necessary as any other office
further study into the duties of the aaronic

priesthood relative to the name titles which were to be

inscribed on the temple in independence missouri may be

valuable in further determining the scope of the aaronic

priesthood an examination of priests quorum presidents

being priests rather than bishops might be pursued to

determine when and why the transition was made further

research into the role of the aaronic priesthood holders

in conjunction with the temples may also reveal more
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clearly the nature and opportunities of the lesser priesth-

ood and its connection with the melchizedek priesthood

additional research to find why so few were called to be

deacons and teachers might be valuable in comparing the

modern practice of ordaining all worthy young men to all
three offices at specific ages with the practices of

joseph smiths day the role of the aaronic priesthood

in missionary work and home teaching may be valuable in

these areas in present and future time and such research

in these areas may prove to be beneficial and finally
research into the role of the aaronic priesthood in the

economic and political system of the law of consecration

is an area in which further research is needed
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HISTORY AND FUNCTIONS OF THE AARONIC priesthood AND THE

OFFICES OF PRIEST TEACHER AND DEACON IN THE CHURCH

OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTERDAYLATTER SAINTSSALNTSDAY 1829 TO 18441814

robert L marrott

department of church history and doctrine
M A degree april 1976

ABSTRACT

this thesis traces the history of the restoration
and development of the aaronic priesthood and its offices
of priest teacher and deacon from 1829 to the middle
1840s in the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
the major areas of emphasis include the organizational
structure of the aaronic priesthood the responsibilities
assigned to priests teachers and deacons and the
relationship of the functions of the aaronic priesthood
which are first given in section 13 of the doctrine and
covenants namely the ministering of angels the prepara-
tory gospel and the offering of the sons of levi also
included is the role of the aaronic priesthood in the tem-
ples during the formative period of the church

interesting finding of the study includes 1 the
functioning of priests as presidents of priests quorums
instead of bishops 2 the guardianship or watchman role
of teachers and priests and the quasi legal position
therein entailed and 3 the ordinances of the kirtland
temple participated in by priests teachers and deacons
in the temple
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