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chapter 1

introduction

on april 28 1842 the momonwomenmomen of nauvoo illinois
met in the masonic lodge hall over joseph smithssmithes store

for the sixth meeting of the female relief society of

nauvoo joseph smith unowhomno had organized their charitable
organization on march 17 and mhowhonho theyth3ythay looked up to as a

prophet of god spoke to them on the purpose of theirthair
morkwork at that time he also made a promise to thamthem

you miilwill receive instructions through the order
of the priesthood which god has established through
the medium of those appointed to lead guide and
direct the affairs of the church in this last
dispensation and I1 nounownoenom turn the key in your behalf
in the name of the lord and this society shall
rejoice and knowledgeknouledgeknowledqekno shalluledge flouflowflom domndoundown from this
time henceforth this is the beginning of betterbetten
daysy to the poodpoor and needy mhowho shall be made to
rejoice and pour forth blessings on your heads

this statement early set the tone of the group

which naswas to grongrougrow mithwitheithnith the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints into one of the largest momenwomensmoman

i s beg inhinginching
S

9 1932t volume IUivaiv9 p 607

organi-

zations in the world the relief society has nounow spent

more than a century turning outward towardtouard charitable
endeavors and in seeking knowledgekno anduledge understandings

for their ounownoen membership

since june 1 1872 the educational function of

i
B H roberts documentary history of the church

salt lake city deseret book 1932

hence for
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the relief society has been aided by the society connected

periodicals first the womansuomanbomancomans exponent then the relief
society bulletin and finally the relief society
magazine

though they did not directly control the exponent

members of the relief society general board encouraged

momenwomen to read it and the publication maswas filled mithwith neusnewsnems

about the individual branches of relief society which

by then had spread all over the world the exponent

also carried nemsneusnews of the general board the salt lake

city based group which acted to oversee all the morkworkmock of
2the

lihenwhen

society

the exponent ceased publication in february

1914 the general board had already acted to put out a

bulletin and guide to direct the society this later
3became volume I1 of the relief society magazine volume

II11 of the magazine appeared in january 1915 in the

relief society minutes october 1 1914 the outline for

the nemneunew magazine maswas made

since the exponent is no more it is mete and
proper that the relief society should have a magazine
of its ounown to be edited managed and published by
the general authorities of the society

the contents of the magazine eliiwill consist of
literary artistic and practical articles designed
to improve our minds and beautify our homes among

beliefreliefbellef society general boandboard A history of the
relief sochetsocietysociet salt lake city the genenageneralgenera board of
relief society 1966 p 96

bid p 9596
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uewe hope to present here
interesting items gleaned from every stake and waddwarduard
relief society

fomentswoments

the regular departments miilwilleili be the current events A

brilliant editorial writer miilwillulliulii furnish brief summaries
of the vital topics of the day in this department
there will be a departmentpartmentapartment on genealogy one on clothing
for women health cookery books and art in the home
laomenljomen amusements millwill furnish another brief depart-
ment giving hints and helps on theatre going dancing
and other forms of social enjoyment

uewe ulshwishmish to make special point in the department
called notes from the field

3

de part mentrent

we hope to have some stories and poems from our ounown
established writersmdiuri uhliewhileberstersbeds encouraging neunewnem aspirants
to qualify themselves for this fascinating and useful
avocation

since the beginning the relief society magazine has

also contained the lesson material for the organization

in 1970 the church decided to combine the publi-

cations then in existence and the relief society magazine

came to an end leaving according to many of the momenwomen of

the church a deficit in their lives

THE PROBLEM

the purpose of this study willellieliinilinill be to make an accu-

rate descriptive account of the history of the relief
society magazine of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints

this study millwillmiilmili attempt to illustrate the chara-
cteristics of the magazine as they are presented in the

magazine itself wharewhere possiblepus thesiblesibie effect of the publi-

cation on the nomenwomen of the church will be mentioned and

minutes of meetings of the general board of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saintssaintsq october 1

1914

4themselves

4minutes

te ristics
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its significance in the development of the educational

function of the relief society will be stressed
the work will deal mithwith the history of the orga-

nization that sponsored the magazine the publications

that proceeded it and the momenwomen mhowhounomno uedeweremedewenemene most involved

mithwith it it miilwill attempt to discuss some of the problems

involved mithwith discontinuing a magazine that served an organi-

zation for fifty five years
A study of this type mouldwouldmouid be a valuable addition

to the files of the brigham young university department of

communications and should also be an asset to the historian
of the church and the momenwomenmoren of the church nhowho can see

changes in the interest of their sisters through the years

as thetha changes medeweremaremadeuede reflected in the pages of their magazine

extent and limitation of the study

the study miilwill cover the relief society magazine

of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints from

january 1914 to december 1970 this is the period of

publication of the magazine the major events that pnepre

ceedeeceeded and followed publication will be dealt mithwithnith as back-

ground only to give the reader a deeper understanding of

the publication historical sources and the memories of

living people mhowhonho dealt mithwith the magazine will be tapped

for background material

method of procedure and sources of data the study

miilwill be handled through the historical method and it miliwill

st

pu blicationplicationblibilcationcatlon

niza tion
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follow the chronological order as far as possiblepossible each

of the chapters nillwillnili cover the tenure of one of the editors
in addition to information about those editors there will
be quotations from the magazine about its grouthgrowth during

the period and editorials and other articles will be

used to reveal the tone of the publication as it evolved

the information for the study comes mainly from the

files of the magazine itself from the general board

minutes and from interviews mithwith living editors of the

magazine

p ossiblesiblesibieos



chapterlhapteruhapter 2

THE RELIEF SUCIETY A background

when the relief society magazine maswas founded its
sponsoring organization maswas deeply rooted in the church of

jesus christ of latter day saints it had become a source

of strength to tha mormone as they had faced their early

persecutions and pioneer hardships

p 17
6

women in kirtland the first thought of organizing

a momenmoman group in the church had come about in days whenuhen

the main body of the church maswas in kirtland ohio there
the people amidst persecution and poverty uedeweremedewede striving to

build the first temple the momenwomen mockedworked together to seusewsem

furnishings for the edifaceedifice and to feed and clothe the men

working on it

organization of the female relief society of nauvoo

later uhenwhen the church had moved to nauvoo a neunewnem temple

maswas being built sarah M kimball mhowho eventually became

a general secretary of the relief society and a counselor

in the presidency relates the circumstances that led to

the founding of the relief society
in the spring of 1842 a maiden lady miss cook

maswas seamstress for me and the subject of combining

relief society general board op cit

womens

5

N auvoo

5relief

nauvoo
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our efforts for assisting the temple hands came up in
conversation she desired to be helpful but had no
means to furnish I1 told her I1 mouidwouldmould furnish material
if she mouldwouldmouid make some shirts for the workmen it maswas
then suggested that somesume of the neighbors might mlehwishmienmish to
combine means and efforts mithwith ours and uewe decided to
invite a feufewfen to come and consult mithwith us on the subject
of forming a ladies society the neighboring sisters
met in my parlor and decided to organize I1 maswas
delighted to call on sister eliza R snow and ask her
to uritewrite for us a constitution and bylawsby lauslawslamsiams and submit
them to president joseph smith prior to our next
thursdaysthursday meeting she cheerfully responded and uhenwhenunen
she read them to him he replied that the constitution
and bylawsby lauslawslamsiamsiaus mereweremenewene the best he had ever seen but he
said this is not what you mantwant tell the sisters
their offering is accepted of the lord and he has
something better for them than a written constitution
invite them all to meet me and a feufew of the ethernbrethernbretherdbr
in the masonic hall over my store next thursday aftern-
oon and I1 miilwill organize the sisters under the priesth-
ood after a pattern of the priesthoodpriesthoopriesthood 11 he further
said the church maswas never perfectly organized until
the momenwomennomen uedeweremede thus organized

the next thursday march 17 1842 the eighteen

momenwomen complied mithwith the prophets invitation and met at his

store there joseph smith john taylor unowhomno maswas to be the

third president of the church and willard richards sat

facing the momenwomen on a smallsmalsmall1 platform

after a song and a prayer the eighteen momenwomen

present and eight mhowho could not be there mereweremedeuede organized

president smith suggested they choose a president mhowho

mouldwouldmouid in turn choose tuotwo counsellorscoun thissellors presidency

mouidwouldmould be the lamlaulawiam of the group and they mouldwouldmouid be set apart

to serve as a constitution allali their decision be con-
n

rideredsidered lamlaulawiam and acted upon as such

he relief society magazine march 1919 p 129
n
relief society aunur il loardboard op cit

7

7

6theathe

7relief
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marchmnrch111irch 17 1842

emmaemmr smith first prraidentprqrid2nt the prophetteprophetsProp

beautiful
hettshette

ulfewifenife emma hale smith maswasmae unanimously elected
president she asked sarah M cleveland and elizabeth ann

whitney to be her counselors the momenwomen uedeweremede

athefthe

8

he suggested that the uomenwomenmomenaomen keep excellent minutes

of their meetings and that together mithwith the presidency

these minutes should be the constitution of the group

the president of the church said that the object
of the society should be

that the society of sisters might provoke
the ethernbrethernbretherdbr to good morksworksmocks in looking to the mantswantsmadts of
the poorpood searching after objects of charity and in
administering to their mantswantsmante to assist by correcting
the morals and strengthening the virtues of the
community and save the elders the trouble of rebuking
that they may give their time to other duties in
their public teaching

set apart by

president smith and elder taylor and instructions mereweremaremade

given them

after some discussion about the name for the group

it maswasnas finally unanimously decided that it should be called

the female relief society of nauvoo 11 the minutes of the

meeting state that joseph smith then stated I1 nounowdou declare

this society organize uighuibhwith president and counsellorsCoun &cacsellors
according to parliamentary usages and all mhowho shall here-

after be admitted into the society must be free from censure
9

and

8ibidbibid

receive by vote

bid p 7

minutes op cit

0

0



uewe must cherish one another matchwatch over one

another comfort one another and gain instruction that we

1 0may all sit doundowndomn in heaven together

9

then mithwith the donation of a five dollar gold piece

joseph smith commenced thethu funds of the society earlier in

the afternoon he stated helie mouidwouldmould make all his contribution
to the poor through that group

eliza roxey snow maswas elected secretary during that

first meeting and other officers mereweremene appointed the

balance of the time maswas spent in hearing sister smiths
remarks on charity and some of the sisters ideas concerning

houhow they could best serve

the next thursday uhenwhenunen they met again in the

prophets store fuentytuentytwenty foudfour more momenwomenmonen uedeweremede in attendance
one of the newcomersnemneu maswascomers the prophets mother lucy mack

smith mhowho said during the meeting this institution is a

good one

10

ilithwith that emphasis on instruction a dewneunewnendem facet of

the organization maswasnas launched

during these first meetings a format of lectures by

the sisters and then discussions on what they mouldwouldmouid be

doing to aid the needy maswas followed the officers mouldwouldmouid

offer names of those in need of assistance and the sisters
mouidwouldmould respond mithwith offers of help

one of the longstandinglong traditionsstanding of relief
society the monthly testimony meeting got its start on the

ibid march 24 1842
1 bibiduibid
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fourth meeklyweekly meeting of the group uhenwhen the members uedeweremede

invited to bear their testimonies according to the

minutes of the meeting they rose one by one to speak of

the happiness they wedewereuedemede experiencing in their association
together

direction of joseph smith it waewasmasmae a privilege
for the sisters uhenwhen the prophet himself visited their
meetings on april 28 at their sixth meeting he addressed

the sisters saying

this is a charitable society and according to
your natures it is natural for females to have feelings
of charity and benevolence you are nounownom placed in a
situation in which you can act according to those
sympathies uhichwhichchich god has planted in your bosoms

if you live up to these principles houhowhom great and
glorious miilwillulii be your remardrewarddemarddeuard in the celestial kindgomkindbomkind
if

gom
you live up to your privileges the angels cannot

be restrained from being your associates
his instructions also included the admonition

let this society teach momenwomen homhouhow to behave towards
their husbandhusbands to treat them mithwitheith mildness and
affection uhenwhen a man is borne doundowndomn mithwith trouble
uhenwhen he is perplexed mithwith care and difficultydifficult if he
can meet a smile instead of an argument or a murmur
itif he can meet mithwith mildness it ulliuillwilluliiaill calm doundown his
soul and soothe his feelings uhenwhenuhan the mind is going
to despair it needs solace of affection and kind-
ness

it didndian take long for the nemneunew group to growgrou to the

point where it maswas necessary to form branch auxiliaries in

other parts of the city aridandarld in nearby towns by the tenth

A A

roberts op cit p 605

ibid ppap 606607606 607

ang T s

didnt

11

12jbid9

sv
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hissmiss wheeler saidtaidsaidsaldsald she is willing to give any portion of
or all of her time

Sociesocle tys

&cac forfurfudfoc thu purpose of forwardingformforu tllethotheardinoaddino work

11

meebingheebingme theebinglingbingeling main body uawa so largeladge that cnechelne lodg11cidgf2hodg hallhail1

over I1 he smith store maswas oo00bor1or small slocesince summer ubewasmae

approaching the imectiilgl meceweremafe moved to the grove an uulaul

door area unichwhichenich was provided nithwith seats and a slann for
summer sabbath ineetinysmeetinyomeomee

joseph

tingotinyo

smith continued his interest in the society

visiting often and giving counsel that summer the

persecution against him became so strong that the female

relief society circulated a petition asking for protection

from illegal suits pending against him sister smith

eliza R snow and amanda smith presented this petition to

governor carlin at quincy illinois the effort moved the

prophet and he attended their meeting august 31 to

express his gratitude and to bless them

the closing meeting for the year was held september

28 during that first year the membership had aroungroungrown from

eighteen to 1189 momenwomenmonen nhowhonnomnouno uedeweremedewecemece giving working and

learning together
during the second year the wonkworkmorkmonk on the temple maswas

in the forefront of the societyssociety activities the minutes

of the female relief society of nauvoo june 16 1943

pp 919291 reported92 some of their activities
sister jones said she would be willing to go about and
solicit material if counselcounselldcounsello told doshedo alsoshe offered
to board one to morkwork on the temple
mrs durfee said if the heads of the society wished
she is willing to go abroad mithwith a magonwagon to collect
moolwoolmooi

inee he

the 5 ilthL

uu L

319

purpo se

tbhe

ap

alth
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mrs granger uillingbilling to do anything knit seusewsem or maltwaitmait
on the sick as might behe most useful
miss ells said she had felt willing to go out and
solicit donations
mrs angell said she maswas willing to repair old clothes
if necessary uhenwhen neunewnem materials cannot be obtainobtaindobtains
mrs smith proposed getting mooiwool and furnish old ladies
mithwith yarn to knit socks to supply the workmen on the
temple next minterwinterminted
sister stringhemstringherStr offeredinghem to make men clothes and to
wonkworkmonk on the temple
sister felshaw proposes to give some soap
sister stanley proposed giving every tenth pound of
flax also one qt milk per day
miss binman miilwill make clothes
sister green offered to donate thread of her ounown
spinning

the first annual report of the society snowedshowed that
the group had collected 507 and had dispurseddisperseddis aboutpursed 300

for the relief of the poor

in the history of the relief society on page 23

it states
the precious records preserved in the nauvoo relief

society minutes and the first annual report constitute
the beginning of official record keeping of the
society a sacred responsibility for the momenwomenmoman of the
church they are our heritage just as todaytodays
recordsreqordsrewords minutes and annual reports and publications
miilwill be tomorrowstomorrow treasures of knowledge and voices
from the past

during the second year the society became too large

to meet in one place and the general officers started
meeting in rotation mithwith the groups which had been formed

according to the four city waddswards established in the church

organization in nauvoo

this lasted only part of a year and then the four

wandswardsmands of nauvoo merewereuedemede again joined into one unit the third
yearsyearns meeting started on millarchmarchillarch 9 1844 uhenwhenunen the momenwomen met

ling

mens

historyof

todayts

ts
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in tuotwo sessions the final meeting in nauvoo maswasnas held

on march 16 it is unlikely that anyone there realized this
maswas the last meeting of the whoiewhole body but the meetings

had to be curtailed since the society had reached a membe-

rship of 1341 and there maswas no place large enough to

accomodateaccommodate it

the exodus the persecution of the cormonsmormons in

illinois had risen to a peak by june 27 1844 uhenwhenunen the

prophet joseph and his brother hyrum merewere killed in

carthage jail brigham young as president of the quorum

of the twelve took up the leadership of the church the

membership realized they had little time left in nauvoo

and worked at a feverish pitch to get the temple finished

before they had to move west during this time nauvoo

became a huge shop making supplying and packing magonswagons

the meetings of the relief society in nauvoo

ceased bub the spirit maswas active in the hearts of the

members uhenwhen the first secretary eliza R snow left
nauvoo in the minterwinterminted of 1846 she carried mithwith her the

book of records she had so carefully kept of the societysocietytssocietys

activities
ts

annie wells cannon wrote in the relief societysocietsochet
magazine march 1936 volume 23 no 3 p 159

in the forced exodus from nauvoo the relief society
momenwomen though separated in different companies coming
mestwest carried the spirit of the morkworkmonk through the
journey over prairiept plainaiciaairie and mountain and ministered
in the camps

X

magaz lneine



weneweremedemedamene centered most of
their activities but as they became more accustomed
to the mayuayway of life in the desert

tat3

14

in one of the greatest sadnessessad ofnesses that tragic
time the prophetsProp widownettshetts emma smith chose to stay

behind the body of the saints but her former counsellor

elizabeth ann whitney maswas mithwith the group and conducted a

feufew relief society meetings at wintenwinter quarters where the
cormonsmormons spent their first minterwinterminted

the early days in salt lake valley after the

saints reached the valley the days weneweremeremedemene taken up mithwith

getting their next meal

in those early settlements in utah the momenwomen
exemplified those ideals which the martyredmarty prophetred
joseph smith had taught and which had been inculcated
in them in nauvoo

the momenwomennomen
recalled the days of nauvoo and they longed once
more to meet as a female relief society and to morkworkmonk
unitedly for the less fortunate never had they lost
sight of this organization as it had been established
nor the promises made to thethem of its future greatness

by the prophet joseph smith 43

emmeline 8 weliswells wrote in the exponent july 1903

that organizations had sprung up in the valley as early as

1851

the sisters had temporary organizations of the
relief society in several waddswards and surrounding places
and although all the saints nerewerenaremaneuane comparatively poor yet
they helped those in greaterneedgreatagreategreater and14 fedneed and clothed
the uanderingwanderinguan indiansdedingderingdening

1 relief society general boardsboard op cit p 26

1 4 comansljomanywomans s exponent julysjuly 1903 p 6

va

0 the momenwomenmomanwoman uedeweremeremedemene draundrawndramn closely
together in their pioneer settlements and often uedeweremeremede
dependent upon a neighborneighbors spirit of sharing for the
very bread of life around that great prayersprayerprayervprayed give
us this day our daily bread

13

14 emp anentonent
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long before the church itself had organized the

relief society again the momenwomenmomon wenewereuedemedemene holding their ownoun

meetings of the group in their individual wards they

mentwent to lengths unheard of today to get materials to carry

on their morkworkmonkwonk but mereweremenewene adamant that they wanted the

society to function

appointment of eliza R snow as president reme-
mbering the good chichuhichwhich had been accomplished by the relief
society in nauvoo and seeing the initiative of the momenwomen

in some of the wandsuardswardsmandsbards brigham young called eliza R scousnousnow

to assist the bishops in organizing permanent branches of

the group in december 1867 and again at the general

conference of april 1868 he called for the bishops to

organize the relief society eliza R snow and her tuotwo

counsellorscoun zinasellors D H young and elizabeth ann Uhwhitneyitney

mithwith seven other momenwomenmoman began visiting the settlements to aid

in carrying out president young instructions
during these early meetings the momenwomen spent one

meeting a month in sewing and caring for the needs of the

poor and the other three in learning about their religion
and about the world around them by 1873 the term female

had been dropped from the organizationtsorganizationorganizations namets and it maswas

known as simply the relief societysocietylsocietal

bringing culture into their desert home maswas one of

the principal tasks of the relief society in those early

days it maswas often this organization that put together the

first library in a settlement or sponsored some other such

pr identesidentresidentes

youngs
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etyaty nomenwomennonenmomanmoren uedeweremede given special assignments by president

young among them mereweremare the promotion of health and nursing

the establishment of sericulture and the grain storage

movement the early relief society leaders had to travel

far to carry out their particular assignments but thaidthair
zeal gave them fantastic successes

home industries weneweremeremene being pushed by brigham young

in an effort to make the people of utah a self supporting

group th relief society naswas in the forefront of this
movement

organizing the societies As the organization gremgrewgraugraw

relief15 society general board op cit p 50

sociboci

16

activity
at first most meetings uedewerewede held in the homes

but soon the momenwomen weneweremaremademene purchasing land and building halls
of their ounown mithwith the help of the men of the communities

according to the history of the relief society some of

these halls built mithwith the purpose of accomodatingaccommodating the

specialized morkwork of the relief society madeweremedeuede so large that
they medeweremaramadauede used by the mardewardswadds as meetinghousesmeeting untilhouses their

1 5ounownoudomd edifacesedificesedi couldfaces be completed

special norkwork of the society in addition to their
morkwork of comforting and blessing the poor and the sick and

gaining cultural and theological insights the early relief
society

15

t lie

the
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in utah and the surrounding areas it became necessary to

make some centralized organization the first stake relief
society maswas organized by brigham young in ogden in july
1877 after president young death president john

taylor decided that the primary the relief society and

the young ladies mutual improvement association should

be organized mithwith central boards consisting of executive

officers this forerunner of the general board maswas

organized mithwith president eliza R scousnousnow counsellorscoun zinasellors
D H young elizabeth ann hitneywhitneyLJ secretary sarah M

kimball and treasurer HM isabellaisabsllaisaballa hornehomehoiehomahodnehorna

in 1887 sister snow died and at the april con-

ference of 1888 sister young maswas sustained as the third

relief society general president one year after her

installation sister young called the first relief society
general conference

until this innovation the salt lake leaders had

carried all their instructions to the wards and stakes

themselves

the visiting sisters often travellingtra tuotwovelling or three
together became experts at repairing magonwagon wheels and
buggy tongues and they wevewerenenenenameve quick and skillful in
harnessing and harnessingunharnessingun the teams which ofinoftnofin they
mereweremedamece obliged to do uhenwhennhonwhon help maswas not available

from this first conference in 1889 the relief
society momenwomen met twice a year until 1945 uhenwhen the con-

ference became annual 111iniiilil 1919 the april conference maswas

ibid16 p 34

youngs
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postponed until june due to the influenza epidemic and

from 1942 until 1944 there mereweremenewene no general conferencesiferencesinferencesco

at all due to world warwad II11il
at the general meetings the stake and marduardwardmaddwadd leaders

merewerewedemede given instructions on their duty as wives and mothers

on the morkwork of relief society and special projects of the

moment

affiliationfiliatioqfiliation mithwith nationalN movements the momenwomen

of utah wedeweremaremademede given the right to vote in 1870 and uedeweremede con-

sequently interested from the beginning in the national
suffrage movements from the first womansmoman convention

attended by momenwomen delegates from utah in 1879 the relief
society maswas active in national and international momenwomensmoren
groups in 1891 it became a charter member of the national

council of momenwomen which later gave it contact mithwith the inter-
national council of women belle smith spafford the

current general relief society president is a former

president of the national council of womenworen

establismsntpaablisbment ge tpt nensra1bp roandugarboanduganraeror riulaiudal
on october 10 1892 at a meeting held in the salt

lake assembly hall relief society became incorporated
for a period of fifty years under the name of national
aomenuomen relief society and was made a legal orga-
nization so that it could be independent and transact
its ounown business in its ownoun name mithwith trustees and
all the rights and privileges belonging to a corporate
body the articles of incorporation provided that this
body be presided over by a board of directors consisting
of twenty

at

womanfs

1892p

niza tion

three members including a president three
vice presidents cuunst lors limited to tuotwo iniviiiiirl 1902



fluefive cents go to the

generalLie boardneral

before 1909 the relief society general board met

whereveruhe thedeverrever leomanljomanwomans exponent happened to be established

this courtesy extended by the editor of the magazine maswas

not enough for thathe growing group permanent headquarters

medeweremeremareuede needed and the problem maswas presented to the general

ibid p 36

readea suredsurersuder which offices uedeweremede
combined in 1921

measurerreasurer

19

and a secretary and treasurer

held and the momenwomen uedeweremede induced by the celebration to

come join the activities and pay their dues

it didnt take long for the organization to vastly out-

grow the income from the dues and it became necessary to

raise the dues to twentyfivetwenty cents per year it maswas

decided in 1920 to raise the dues to fifty cents a year

funds for the membership are nounownom collected in october

coinciding mithwith the education year adopted in 1941 wardewards

keep ten cents of the membership dues fifteen cents are

retained in the stakes and twentyfivetwenty

1

introductioniotroduction of annual duesduga and offices it uasngasn

until 1898 that any dues uedeweremede charged by the relief society
by its members in that year a ten cent per year charge

was levied against the membership the dues uedeweremede paid on

the annual day of relief society which maswas carried on the

17th of march each year as an memorial to the founding

of the organization on that day a special program maswasmes

wasnt

womants

17 ibid9
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membership at the general conference in october 1896

the momenwomen of the relief society soon joined withmith

the young ladies mutual improvement association and the

primary association in raising the funds for a building

for headquarters president lorenzo snow advised the momenwomen

not to buy land telling busmbhsmth3m the ethernbrethernbretherdbr mouidwould give them

land since they wanted the momenwomen to build a house to be an

honor to the church on october 5 1900 the general board

met mithuithwithaith representatives of twenty

buildingcame

ties

nine stakes and it waewas

decided to go ahead mithwith the building the stake leaders

offered help from their areas

in 1901 the first presidency donated a piece of

land across the street from the temple and suggested that
each member of the society should pay one dollar touardtoward the

building and that the momenwomen raise twenty thousand dollars
touardtoward the building before it maswasnas started

for eleven years funds merewereuedeeedemece collected but in 1907

the plans weneweremeremedemene changed to include the offices of the

presiding bishopric it caused the abandonment then for the

plans of the womansuomans building
on december 3 1909 the relief society moved

offices into the bishopsbishopts building where it conducted its
business until the 60 year old dream of a relief society

building came true in 1956

grouinogrowiljoGro activitiesactiviacriviwiljo in 1901 zina young died and

bathsheba UW smith became president sister smiths

Bish opts
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presidency maswas marked by the establishment of a nursing

class and by the introduction of mothers classes unichwhichmnich

taught the momenwomen of the church lessons in marriage care

of the infant the child prenatal care home life and so

on lihenwhentihen sister smithes presidency ended mithwith her death

in 1910 the era of the female relief society of nauvoo

ended as meliuellwellueli as she maswas the last of the original eighteen

members

emmeline B wellswelis became general president in 1910

and mithwith the reorganization a strengthening of the general

board maswas made by releasing all general board members mhowhounomno

mereweremede also serving as stakstake presidents the custom of

doubling the duties had been established from the start of

the general boardoboardsboard president wellswelisweils led the relief society

to one of the most important periods of expansion as it
took over the temple and burial clothing department opened

a relief society home for young girls working in salt lake

and adopted a uniform course of study visiting teaching

where sisters visited their neighbors seeking out the sick

and needy had been a major program started in nauvoo but

it uasngasn until 1916 that the program inaugurated a system

of delivering a definite message to each home it waewasmas also

under sister uellstwellstwellet presidency that the relief society

magazine maswas started that a handbook maswas issuedissue and the

relief society social service department maswas organized

world war I1 came during this era and the momenwomen

supported the US government as fully as possible

e

wasntt

d
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conservation red cross work and the purchase of liberty
bonds mareweremade principal endeavors but the culmination came

in 1918 when the united states government bought all the

wheat that had been stored by the relief society orga-

nizations since 1879

the international drouth by the time clarissa
S illiamswilliamsLJ became general president of the society in

1921 the group had become a truly international orga-

nization mithwith branches in missions all over the world

maternity welfare morkworknork singing mothers and the establish-
ment of a mormon handcraft shop weneweremaramadamene added to the charity
morkwork and the educational opportunities being offered to

the momenwomen

in 1940 the program of the relief society maswas

simplified so that the momenwomen uedeweremede able to spend more time

mithwith their families but the vast numbers of momenwomen becoming

involved mithwith the organization have made it possible for

the scope of the morkworkwonkmonk to remain large social services

eelfareuelfarewelfare morkwork education publications and other projects

have not been diminished

under the presidenciespresiden ofcies louise Y robison

1928391928 amy39 brownbroun lyman 1939451939 and45 since 1945

belle S spafford the programs have reached 300000 members

in all parts of the world one of the signs of the inter-
nationalization of the society came in 1966 uhenwhen it maswas

announced that the relief society magazine mouldwouldmouid be

published in spanish

th e

niza tion
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it maswas into this organization of hard working

dedicated momenwomen called by one another sisters that
the relief society magazine came it became a unifying

force for the far flung societies and it maswas to become

until 1970 one of the major outlets for creative and

educational influences of the brand of zealous momenwomen unowhomno

since 1842 have been the membership of the relief society

of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints



napterchapter 3

BEFORE THE RELIEF SOCIETY MAGAZINE

the mormon culture and the relief society itself both

lent themselves to the need mormon women soon discovered

for their jojnojnownowdomd magazine

aomenuomen publications uedeweremeremede not in evidence in the

world of publishing until the very end of the eighteenth

century though many of the publishers prior to that time

included some female interest materials and a great

quantity of discussion on the fair sex

the ladyladas magazine frank luther mott points out

that the first female periodical in the united states the
A Q

lady magazine appeared in 1792 started mithwith the intent
of providing some outlet for momenwomen writers and momen

writersudiuri ittarsters also turned touardtoward female dress mott says

several periodicals for women began in the early
years of the nineteenth century some of them weekliesuee
and

klieskileskilas
most of them feeble if their very brief lives

are any indication of debility 19

these early magazines had poetry stories and nemsneusnaus of

fashion which particularyparticulars struck the female taste often

howeverho themeveruevermeven tales mereweremareuedemede

womentsfoments

newhofnewsof

lurid ones the magazines medeweremaramadauede not

1 R
frank luther hottmuttmott A history of american

magazines 1741185191741 18519 ni1obd york D appleton and company 9

11 liprip 61616G61

ibid19

616

p 1 24

ladvs mag azine

ladys 18

0 f t e n
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considered of good quality and so merewere often of short
20life often radical ideaslileas for the times uedeweremede presented

in the early feminine majazinesmarjazinesmagazinesmajamarja

As

zines

time passed howeverho themeveruevermeuer magazines learned

what their readers manteowanted and the tastes became more

refined
the monthly magazines of general literature merewerenereuede

closely related to the magazines designed chiefly for
momenwomen and sometimes found in them very difficult
competition indeed certain of the womenstuomest magazines
led all their competitorscompetitor a merry chase forcing some
of the merely masculine periodicals to print fashion
plates and household hints 21

one magazine mnichwhichunich refused to join in this maswas

the democratic which scoffed at these philadelphia based

magazines and their stories of the fashionable life the

most inspidinsipid of themes stories in which the momenwomennomen

are always angels the men either adonisesAdoni orses clibansclivansCli

life
bans

always a ballroom and in which flirtations and

marriages are represented as the great ends of existence
22

p 348

25

1122 hanymany other journalstourlour decriednalsnais the useless fiction
the papers poured out but motthott defends the womansmoman papers

saying

uhliewhileuhlia these criticisms uedeweremede just enough as applied
to much of what maswas published for momenwomen they dis-
regarded the fact thatthot no small amount of the contents
of some of the womens periodicals maswas of as high a

2ibidbibid p 140

ibid p 348

ibid
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standard as any of the literature printed in the
general magazines 23

the ladiestladies1fadiest magazine mrs sara josepha hale maswasmaewae

the editor and founder of the first momen magazine to

last more than five years founded in boston in 1828

the ladiestladiesyfadiest magazinenaimainat reflectedazine the personality of mrs

hale of whom it maswas once said her whole life maswas a

tribute to the respectabilitiesrespect decorumsabilities and moralities
of life 24 mott says

she meant more than that to her times howeverho
she

meweruever
maswas a leader in many public activities but her

greatest morkworkmonk maswas in the cause of female education
she advocated the preparation of momenwomenworenmoren for the teaching
profession and the establishment of female seminaries
the ladiestfadiest magazine shonsshows this purpose on nearly
every other page notgotkot that it maswas altogether didactic
it maswas not but in the midst of the sentimentality
mithwith which the magazine reeks or in the midst of a
business announcement the educational note may be
heard

later mrs hale took her magazine mithwith her to

godeytgodeytsgodett s and joined these tuotwo prominent magazines to godelgodey y s

ladyt2ladyvsladys book this journal became the stereotype on which
9 fimany other magazines wedewereuede based 1

during the mid part of the nineteenth century there
nerewerenene many magazines based on momen interests ranging from

ibid p 349
24 ibid P 349

ibid p 349
9 R john tebbeltabbal the american magazine A compact

historyhiston neunew york hawthornehamHau booksthordethorne 1969 p 51
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the butterick magazine alidand the forerunner of mccallsmccallsMc

unichwhichmnich

Calls

uedeweremedewenemene both founded ly the pattern makers to sell
their products to the lottierloftier journals dedicated to

literature and fine arts 27 some uedeweremede uellwellmeilmeli edited and

intellectual others mereweremedemerlmedl based on fashion many had

lurid stories for the time and some mereweremerowenemene published to be

bound and given as gift books none seemed to carry the

kind of material needed by momenwomenmomon living in desert area not

as concerned about fashion as about whether their crops

mouldwouldmouid survive the minterwinterminted none of course had the mormon

philosophy ingrained in themmthornthem and the neusnewsdeus they carried maswas

far removed from the mountain homes of the mormon momenwomen

the uomanbomanwomans exponent uhenwhenunen she maswaswaemae ninety three
years of age lula greenegreens richards mentwent into the office
of the relief society magazineMa andjazinejazina wrote by hand the

followingfolfoi accountlouing of the founding of the first uomenaomen

magazine in the weetljestwestleest ththe uomanbomanwomanswomants exponentex

early

p

in

onentanent

the yeai of 1872 the bomanuomanwomans relief
society of the church talked of having a paper of its
ounownoud the suggestion for such a publication maswas in
some uaywaymay given to elder eduardedwardedmardedwadd L sloan he being one
of the editors of thu salt lake herald brother sloan
thought to encourage so worthy an enterpriseenterpri and helielleile
having become interested in writingsuritingsmdiuri receivedtings for thetietle
herald from miss louiselouiloul Lse greene lula greene
chafdsrichardschadds of smithfield cache valley wrote a ietterletter
to her proposing that she come to salt lake city to
live and become the editor of a moman periodical
miss greene feeling her utter inability to carry on
morkwork of such great importance wrote to brother sloan

theodore peterson magazines in the twentieth centurycantucentu
urbanarbanaLI the university of 11 linoisillinoislanois press 1 964ti1 G 5
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homhouhow she felt callinijcallincjcallincailin hisijcj attention to the fact that
sister eliza R snow maswas the one he should consult
on the subjectssubject he balked mithwith sister snow of the
mattecmatter and the tuotwobuo agreed that hissmiss greene maswas the
right one to be installed as the editor of the paper
to be published sister snousnowscou wrote misehissmiss greene con
cerningberning the matter and was answeredansu thatededered if president
brigham young mouldwouldmouid tiueiiveijivetiweilive her the morkwork as a mission hissmisshisegreene mouldwouldmouid accept it and do all she could to make it
a success sister4 snousiiowshiow read miss greenesgreened letter to the
president he was uellurilmell pleased mithwith

blebie

tuertwer ty tuotwo she maswas both overjoyed

and upset by the challenqechallenge of the communication unichwhichmnich told

her the leading sisters wanted mormon momenwomen to have a

periodical they could representipresent themselves better than

to be misrepresented by others 3

ramona cannon aruteurutewrute in 1940

should she a girl of fuentytuentytwenty tuotwo accept such a
responsibility tjaswas her education adequate a feufew
opportunities to attend village schools one brief turmfurmturniturbternitu
at

rni
tripps and rageisragersragels in salt lake and one at the

university of demereldeserelDe undersereL dr john R park suddenly
in her heart naswas born a neunewnhu appreciation of educational
riches bestowed upon her by tuotwo people her father
and eliza R snow the former a natural and excellent
teacher had been heihernelngihgr actual instructor much of the
time

ineide

ppap 240241240249248241240248 249241

arqr

it and told sister
snow to answer that helielleile mouldwouldmouid give miss greene that moikwork
as a mission and blesbies her for it brother sloan
proposed the name uomanswoinanshomanswolWoi exponentnans for the paper which
maswas accepted for the first year of its existenceexistsexistp thencenoe
bomanuomanwomanscomans exponent maswas printed at the herald printing
office and brother sloanloan proved a very kind helper and
tutor for the young editor in her neunewnounom morkwork

whenuhen she receivereceiveddeceiveddeceive the letter from eliza R srousnow

lula greene maswas only fuentytuenty

and sister snow had passed on to lula
through her correspondence the graces of hertiernerileriter ounown mind
and soul the young girl had been writing verse andarid
prose since childhood contributing to various utah
publications sister snow had encouraged beiherbri and
nounownondowdom was offering her this wonderful opportunity

relief society magazine april 1940 p 248
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relief society generd board op cit
1872916729

gragna nied
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youngieyoungis

sociboci
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the first issue appeared june 1 1872 the date

was selected in honor of brigham young birthday as the

president had always been an advocate and friend of the

momenwomen uu30

published
I1

semimonthly the subscription price maswasmos

at first 2.00200 per year then on june 1 1889 the price
maswas dropped to 100 per year in order to increase the

circulation
in the first issue of the uomenwomensaomen exponent its

purpose maswas outlined as followsfolfoi
the

lomslous

aim of this journal will be to discuss every
subject interesting cindandlindond valuable to momenwomen it miilwill
contain a brief and qraphicgraphic summary of current neusnewsnems
local and general household hints educational matters
articles on health arldandaridalid dress correspondence
editorials on leadinleadinij topics of interest suitable to its
columns and miscellaneous reading

it miliwill aim to defend the right inculcate sound
principles and disseminate useful knowledgekno 31uledge

tuotwo years before the establishment of the exponent

the momenwomenworenmoren of utah had been granted the right to vote this
event lent tremendous Lerestinterestin to the exponent accordingaccor

to

dinc

the history of the relief society

the periodical waewasmasmae in reality a womansuomarwo exponentsmans
as maswasmaewae proclaimed in the front page caption immediately
under the name for a period of seventeen years
november 1879 to decemberdecfdeaf 1896abermber the caption read thefheineinh
rights of the women lif zion and the rights of thethubhetl
women

ie
of all nations this maswas followed for the

next seventeen yearsyear

p 95

exponentjjjgj jure 1 1872 p 8
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nagmagneg ozine october

1947 sister wells maswas

nacMacnao azideazine april 1940 p 249

ibid

3031

the ancianclanelomenluorenorenomer

otyety macalinemagazinemacazine

lecier

malneemainee

emithguith

cortributionscontributions bothbotn

relief32 socsocrsoogocrtet

of altahltah the callot in the nanesmaneshanes of the
women of utah should bele a poierpolerpolpou toer better the 1 lorrejorrelofre
the state and the nation lj72it72

one year after lula greene became editor of the

fledgling periodical she maswas married to levi willard
richards brigham young married the couple and blessed

her lith a greater missi on that of rearing a family mrs

richards continued the morkworkmuikmoik aithuith the exponent howeverho formeveruevermeuer

five years until her hoinehomehornehoing duties became such that she hafhadhed

to resignr&signrcsign her successor maswaswaemae the uellmeli knoudknown local poet

emmelineenidEnin EielinE uellswe311sbells sister wells unowhomhomno had been assistant
editor since december 1 18751675 became editor and publisher

in august 1877 she mainedremainedre in that post artilurtil the exponerexpanertexposer

maswas discontinued thirty sever years later
according to the relief society magazine

also a poet a momanwomannoman of eceptionalexceptional intellig-
ence mithwith a strong pleasing personality she maswas
knoumkrolinknolinanoum not only thrclic4h0litthrcucjhout america but also in europe
for her rare abilityebiabiabl herlity culture and her strcrgstrurg
support of womens rights

aunt em as sheshel came to be called was the

gereralgeneral president of the relief society from 9101910 to 1921

As an editor euithsheuithshepwithstepwithshshep mtemredremithwith discernment and sound judg-

ment recorcedrecordedrecor eventsced of major importance relating tcto

latterletter

october 10471347 p 652
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meetdeet

selfseif sacri f icing labors of these
societies in comansuomanswomans porentexponentEx a departmentdepart willmert be
devoted to reports of their etingsmeetingsbetings ardand other mattersmatteis
of interest cornectelconnected mithwith their workings and to this
end the presidents arldavidgrid secretaries of the variouswadivariwani
societies

cius
throughout the territory are requestedruquestediecluestedquestedru tuto

furnish corrirunicatioviscorrrrunications which will deceivereceive due attertionattentionatteretter
miss

tion
eliza R SHUL presidentPresid ofertort the entire reffale

relief societies cordiallycerdccrdcerocard approvesiiallyitally of the journal
andanc will be se contributorcontributcr to it as she has leisure
from her numerous duties35duties

the

.3535

close relationship of the relief society ardandanoaro

the magazine wasmas recognized on its last fourteenfOUrfoud issuedissuesissueiteer
mithwith the captiorcaption the official organ of the latter daydyoay

saintssaintst womauomsn relief societyrisdis
the relief society magazine editorialized aboltabout the

exponent in october 1947

once the periodical maswas launchedlaurlauniaun itched called 1or
the urselfishselfishunselfishur untiring efforts of its humble staff

relief society gunerdgenerd board op cit p 96

exponent burejuriburu

61

prose and poetry remain a precious heritage 1134

thougthoughthong mrsfirshrsmirs weilljell0wellweli LJSSwas president there reuerreverriever Lliasc s

a direct ownership nor control onor the periodicalperiodicperiodicll flomfromLl thef

relief
borrirorri

society the leaders of the organization merewereuriemrie

definitely strong advocates of it thcughthouglthoughthourl ardandanoaro eroouragecencouraged

allellaileil members to support the exponent in returnr theturn

exponent allowed the homeleshomelesshimeles relief society to meetdeet in

its editorial offices arldaridanderld gave prominent play to the

activities of the group

utah in its ferraeferrdefem&le relief societies has the best
organized benevolentbedeberE institutionvolent of the age yet but
little iskiouniskiown of the sacrificing

s

s

tl ie
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att ertionartioner
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and the sacrifices cfof relief society momenwomen to guarantee
its continuance many hours of tedious labor merewere
given by the homenlomen to earn 2 the price of the neuneldeldeu
publication it travelled to lonely communitiescomrrunitiescomwunities by
slouslowslom moving conveyances to be eagerly leadreedlezoleao by candle-
light at the erd of the day toil by the subscriber
it naswas then customary to pass it around among friendsfrierdsfri
that

erds
all mightmigl becomet better informed on both the lu warkcrkwcrk

ofcf the momenwomen in the territory andaneadeadd the momerworriermoder through-
out the world

since it maswas the second bomanuomanwomans publicatiorpublication wostwestmost
of the mississippi river most of the early dedersreders of
thethemthey ponertexponentEx never leadleed another momenwomens magazine D

an example cf the difficulties of the magazine

circulation came in the followingfolrolroi notelouing found in the jani adyary

31 1873 exponent

should subscribers especially in the southerdsouthernsoutherr
portions of the territory not receive the presertpresortprefert
number by mail in paiperprjperpriper time they miliwillulli please remem-
ber that the irregularity of mail service owing to
the horse distemper is the reasor37reason3reesorreasonreasorneasonneesonceasorreasons

despite

3

the hardships of the piorierp061pioreer territory
the exponent served its subscribers uellwellnelimelimeil cordingaccordingec to a

tribute paid it on the seventy fifth anniversary of its
founding

almost isolated from the rest of the loridlorld having
fewfeufau cf the modern meansmerns of communication it is
remarkable hou this little sheet kept abreast of the
times besides reports and instructions there leielereizarelraizalre
items

re
of special interest bits of local national and

international nelenelsnewsdewe household suggestions horre
economics tr trainingEining of childrchildren hints on beauty
fashion and good manners poetry humor lit phieuphilu
ophy and wisdom mereweremele in its contents and with it all
the charm and impressiveness of good literature and
there moreweremecemedemode advertiseinentsadvertise indentsinents of local products even in
those early issues cfof the exponentporentponentEx these attracted

7
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much attentionatter manymadytion of them uedeweremeremecemede amusing and often
the items advertised seemed so intriguing that one
could ulshwishlish they uedeweremede on the market today thisoperationcooperationco mithwith the merchants maswas a financial aid to
thetho infant periodical and helped to popularize the
exponent as uellwellmellmeli as the goods advertised

part of the reasorreasonneason for the quality of the contortscon

of

teFts
the magazine came fromfroin the diversification of talents cf

the pioneer momenwomen asideasido from their homemaking abilities
and their courage they uedebieremede endcilanclencl edcledcl with a delight in the

finer things for life the exponentponErtponentEx gave therptherrthem a forum for

their lorkwork

many of the pioneer momenwomen uedeweremedewecemece blessed mithwithnith
literary talent they composed poetry wroteurate serial
stories discussed current territorial and nctionanetionalnotionalncdetnetdat
affairs

ionaltionatlonalonal
in remarkable astute essays the voice cf the

women maswas heard in the land and their thoughts and
aspirations their trials and their joyful accomplish-
ments mereweremede detailed in the porentexponentEx and running
through the pages as a thread of everlasting strength
and beauty maswasmae the iepeatedlyrepeatedly expressed gratitude for
the restored gospel uau9

relief society guide and bulletin the expanding

needs of the relief society contributed to the demise of

the lj cmars exponent which ceased publication in february

1914 for a year the numenwomennemenmomen mereweremaremademene served by the guide and

bulletinEulbuibul

in

letin
the fall of 1913 the gereralgeneral board decided to

prepare and send out to the stake uniform courses of
study together mithwith the very brief lesson outlineoutlines for
the year 1914 appersdappeziredapper insd the relief society guidegulde
a 31 page publication issued by the general board in

Z Q
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january 1914 edited by susa young gates in
order to amplify the lesson material given in the
guide a monthly bulletin consisting of sixteen pages
maswas issued by the general board during 1914

the relief society guide and bulletins uedeweremeremede
distributed free of charge to the local societiesocieocio
through

ties
the stake boards each issue consisted of

13000 copies As thurothurethero uedeweremede no funds to finance this
publication amy broun lyman and jeanette A hyde merewereuedemede
appointed as business managers to raise through solic-
itation of advertisement the necessary funds to
publish and mail the periodicals the guide and
bulletins are today considered as volume I1 of the relief
society magazine40magazine4Magazinemagazined

A

404

dream comes true the relief society though

supporting the exponent wholeheartedly strongly felt the

need to ounownonn and publish its ounownoud magazine to carry lessons

policies and the morkwork of the momenwomen

the exponent stepped aside in 1914 to make mayuayway

for this nemneunewnaunam venture of the momenwomen of the LDS church it
took a year to decide the format name an editorial staff
and gain the material for launching a agazinemagazine but by

january 1915 mithwith the forces strengthened through years

of service with the exponent the relief society maswasmae able

to realize a dream and publish the first issue of the relief
societyclety magazine
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chapter 4

1141922191419221141914

volume

1922

I1 of the relief society magazine as has

beenleen stated before maswas basically a free monthly guide to

the lessons though sister alice hornehome had draundramndrawn a cover

for the bulletin and there wenewere some offerings foreshadowingforeshadouingforefode

the

shadowing

magazine it naswas basically a lessoncenteredlesson certeredcentered periodical

the lessons menaweremedamerameca divided into four sectionss6ctions one

to be given at each of the four relief society meetings of

the month outlines of the topic to be covered in each of

the sections merewerenere supplemented mithwithnith some cf the bulletins
reading matter unichwhichenich was factual essay type material

in the work and business meeting the women merewereuedemede to

discuss current topics and the bulletin gave ideas cf

things to be talked over utah marble for the capital
building shop early and schools lere sorresomeeoneeoma cf the

headings for these suggested topics others included

suffrage methods in ashingtonwashingtonLJ and does coldboldooid storage

affect prices on the international scene such questions

such as the mexican situalionsituationSitu andaLion emperor illiamwilliamLJ

recovers from long illness medewereeerauede suggested discussion

topics

there medeweremedamena elso found in these bulletins notes on

the relief society conferencesconferercesConfer mucherces information on flies
35



buiEulbul letin

36

and homhouhow to do abayauayawayamay mithwith them and addresses mnichwhich uedeweremede to

be read during the business meetings to the membership in

the relief society magazine these addresses became edito-

rials but in the bulletineulletin they mereweremeceuedemede written more as

oratioorations the first one decried the wickednessmickuick inedness the

motion pictures of the day

censor your ounown motion picture shcusshcwsshaus be sure that
the INDIRECT effect of a film is net evil more harm
comes from veiled suggestions than from open exposures
or teachings study your playhouses and protect if
you can the young from the pernicious effects of loose
coraledrroraledworaled plays and shows 41

other lessons followed outlines for gerealogygenealogyGere homealogy

ethics and literature art and architecture uedeweremedemode also impo-

rtant sections in the bulletin one article in this sectiorsecttor
for example discussed the bungalowBung alomalouaiom

after discussion of distribution of the forthcoming

relief society magazine in the old bulletin the neunewdeudeenee

periodical was born mithwitheith much more fanfare

likebike the bulletin the magazine appeared in a 44

page quartosizequarto formatsize mithwith reading matter measuring four

by seven inches placed on each page the covers mereweremeceuedemede a

stiff brounbrownbromn or grey for the first several years

volaireuolurrevoluire II11ij

i ay

rs

which was the first real volume of the

neunewnem magazine began mithwith a copy of the telegram received

from the president of the church joseph F smith by the

general board as the magazinemagazine was launched

41 relief society bulletin january 1914 p 3
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itheitneitha

bornbord if the
editor cf this enterprise might shape its policy and
fashion its fulfillment she mouidwouldmould have this magazine
filled mithwith the spirit of the lord from cover to cover
in order to do that no article should be published
which mouidwould encourage vanity hurtful luxury sin or any
evil passion of the human breast rather mouldwouldmouid uewe
make of this magazine a beacon light of hope beauty
and charity

the christianChri worldstianstiar have all the virtues they
practice many of the moral precepts of true religion
they are charitable kind honest and intelligent
they lack one thing and one thing only and that is
the gospel of jesus christ in its fullness taught by
those having authority it is reforehereforeherefordhe the spirit and
genius of the gospel which uewe mouidwouldmould like to develop and
expound brightly attractively cheerfully and hop-
efully to the readers of the relief society magazine J

relief society magazine january 1915 p 3
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accept my sincere enilanil heartierheartietheadhearnead greetingstiet in honor
of the birth of the relief society magazine may itenter upon its noble wissionnissioncissionnis sosionslon firmly entrenched aboutabotabut
by

it
the buluarksbulwarksluarksbubulwa ofrks uorthywotthygorthy and capable deavorendeavorein and en-

during truths that itoits career may be successful and
glorious 2

president smith hedhadhr beenjd travellingtra atvelling the time and

had sent the telegram from ocean park california on

december 5 1914 there was also a picture of the pres-

ident mithwithnith notes abcutabacut the occasion from each of the

generalgereral board members

in that first edillonedition merewere articles on clothing

home gardening for momerwomenmomen ondoddadd an editorial entitled theithc

mission of our magazine hichl6hichaichL read in part

it is impossible t or us to be sure what any child of
ours may become houhow much more impossible then tu
forecast what shall bu in the future the final
character of this literary infant nemlynewly

7

andheartiet
R iiefcief

it42
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another special portion of the first issue of the

relief society magazine ualmasmanmal current topics the neusnewsnemsremsreus column

done by eduardedwardedmard H anderson editor of the churchs adult
magazine the improvement idairalda the discussion topics mnichwhichunich

had appeared in the bulletin dealt mithwith things going on in

utah as uellwelluelimelimell as on the national and international level
for many years they uedeweremede boto be a big pactpertpart of the relief
society magazine

anderson also contributed his congratulations to

the neunewnem magazine in a note printed in the first issue under

the title wordswodds of commendation from a uellwellurilurliueli knowdknoud critic
and editor

I1 believe that the mission of the bulletin has
been valuable to the sisters of the relief society and
has done much good for the cause of the church

the first relief society magazine serial appeared

in that first issue the prince cf ur and the talk
president joseph F smith had given at the last general con-

ference of the church maswas the first of the general authority

talks which mereweremerauedameda to be a major part of the magazine until

its end

the first poem in bhethe relief society maswas written

by lula greene richards and appeared on the first page of

the first issue
what ureareeireudeefreafre uewe doing

cordially inscribed to the officers and members
of the various branches of our

relief society by utahs
first momanwoman editor L

lula greene richards

ra

f or



w

unliewhileunile uewe seek amity earthsearth morstworstts calamity
wadswars mildestwildest horrorshcrrors are forced on the ulelvielviewuielvieu
safe in this favored land tneathneathaneath gods protecting hand
what are uewe doing and hatwhatnatw should uewe do

first mithwith tongues guarded uellwell cease idle thoughts to tell
speak mithwith a purpose and say what is true
lift not a hand in vain unilewhile the world throbs pain
ours to relieve and bless thus must uewe do

uhenwhentinen first out exponent as errors opponent
sailed forth a venture it flourished and gremgrew
brave for the truth and staunchstasLa stillurch other boats to launch
much have uewe done and yet more must uewe do

more clearly discerning each critical turning
pointing out ways that arearcade miseuisewise to pursue
repenting forgiving unselfishly living
loving and serving in all that uewe do

wives daughters and mothers all working for others
the priesthoodspriesthoodtsPriesthoodPriest broadhoods measures uewe help carry through
uewe aid in redeeming our dead not in seeing
in truth christ hath left us this portion to do

while our prayers never cease for the blest reign of peace
praise and thanksgiving uuwo offer anemanew
for our community strong in its unity
these are some things uewe are learning to do

much less polished or dignified masusswas the poem by

betsy goodwin which started the second issue of volume

II11 congratulations enon the birth of our baby magazine

in january nineteen hundred and fifteen
A book came forth
the relief society magazineMagazin
organ of great morthworth
from the heart of the rockies
it burst into hieuvieuview
pure and sweet as the mountainmotnot deudewdenintrainintain
of foster mothers it has a score
and over the leaf I1 find three more

lovely wamenucmenwcmen noble and good
backed by the fathers and the priesthood
blessed by a prophet recorded and named
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A friend of the poor the reedyneedyroedy or maimed
it is mentally strong and perfect in limb

I1 dc not knonknow if its a itherher or a him
it is melcomewelcome to state and the nation
and though I1 am only a poc r old relation
I1 can send it at least my dollndollar r a year
for its future developments I1 have no fear
I1 miilwill matchwatch it grougrowgrom like a small planted seed
to give us brain food in our time of need
like a carrier dove to every sphere
with its message of love afar and near
I1 can see it achieve a future so great
that iss sought for in every nation and state
welcomed by all in castle or cot
it belongs to us all and caste is forgot
dondoddodt hurry its grouthgrowth giuegiveglue1 it6 chances to grougrowgrom
sturdy and strong although it be slouslowsiou
but there you millwill need no advice of mine
for some of its mothers are doctors divine
you may object to my rhyming and miilwill without doubt
so I1 alvegivealue you leave to cut it all out
my thoughts are much better than my knowledge of rule
As I1 helped push a handcart uhenwhenunen I1 should been at school
but god knousknows all things so I1 have no fear
I1 have filled up my nice as a good pioneer
I1 ask god to bless our baby again
with its message of peace and good miilwill to men 45

the humility of the poem shows perhaps that the

advice of the editor in the previous issue had been taken

this magazine is in its mayuayway the neubornnewbornnemneunewnam babebordborn of
the relief society all of us are more or lesies con-
cerned in its parentage birth and beginning its
genesisge itsnesisresisnasis creation has become a part of the lives
of us all and although its foster mothers of the
general board may have an extra charge concerning its
infantile years and the stages of its further develop-
ment still it is to my dear sisters of the relief
society everywhere that the magazine must lock for
nourishment for support for means of education and
for full development this magazine belongs of right
to every momanwoman in the relief society throughout the
whole church46Church
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whichmnich wedewereuede

separated into tuotwo departments in april 1920 merewereuedemede the

longest running features of the magazine except perhaps

for the lessons

the magazine did not uresteurjste

andanc

41

by march the neunewnemdewdeu magazineri reported its size was

increased
our subscribers will be surprised anc no doubt

pleased to find this march number just doubled in size
this is due to the fact that the circular is in the
magazine in response to a general demand for infor-
mation contained therein later uewe miliwill issue the
circular separately and sell it for 10 cents the
general board decided to pay the extra cost of printing
it in the magazine nownou thinking to recoup the fund
mithwithnith future sales of the pampletlamplet circular uewe mantwant our
sisters mhowho have so loyally subscribesubscribed fodfor our magazine
to get the first and best of everything

this circular of instructions maswas the beginning of

what maswas to be a long tradition mithwith the relief society

magazine the yearly publication of neunewnemdewdeu additions to the

relief society handbook and the annual report of the

activities from the general board

right from the start the magazine maswasmaewae printing

notes to the field on general policy of the society and

notes from the field on he activities of various branches

of the organization these tuotwo notes

time in picking

up the editorial standard for the relief society project of

saving and storing wheat president emmeline B wellswelis had

been asked by brigham young to take that as a mission and

relief society magazine march 1915 p 141
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unowasmno increased the homohomenomenomo made larger
ind aunt edna came ln make a triangle of happiness mithwithnith

42

she encouraged the momenwomenmoren of the church to keep up the pro-

gram through the pages of the magazine

theme issues mereweremede early in arriving to the readers
of the agazinemagazinePl mithwithnith one on the organization and history of

the relief society appearing in march 1915 and one on the

beautification of the homeyhomehomo coming out the next month othurjthuruther

theme issues in the first feufew years of the magazine dealt
mithwith midwifery and LDS momenwomenmorenworen doctors biographies of out-

standing LDS momenwomen and conservation

tributes to prominent leaders mhowho had died wecewereuedemedemece

aluaysalwaysaldays a part of the relief society magazine one partic-
ularly beautiful one which tells much about the tone of the

early magazine maswas written by julina labson smith to sarah

ellen richards smith thethu tuotwobuo momenwomen uedeweremede both ulveswivesulues of the

president of the LDS church joseph F smith and julina

lambson was a leader in tletie relief societySo

A

cisty
loving tribute to sara ellen richards smith

not dead but sleeping and sweet is thy memory
to me aunt sarah as are the recollections of our
associations through the 48 years that uewe hanabithabit journeyed
together always sharing each other joys loves and
sorrowssocsor

mere
ronsrousnons

girls uewe were uhenwhenehen uewe started life together
I1 the mother of one little one uhenwhen tuotwo years after
my marriage papapapalpapepapelpapet brought you home his ulfewife

then came the call for papapapal to move to provo
having the responsibilityresponsibleresponsibil of my home and baby you mentwent
mithwith him remaining six months during mnichwhichunich time he
traveled almost constantly in the ministry

houhowhom happy I1 maswas uhenwhenunen you both returnreturnedreturnpd youioutou making
my home yours until getherlogetherloletherLo uewe had prepared your home
for you separate apartmentsapaiapatapet undertmentstsents thothe same rofofaf

A faufawfam years togetherptogether josephsjosephjosephp you and I1 and then
again your family un

ie
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our husband as the center controlling bond of love hyflyply
large dining room maswas always the personal property and
common gathering place of all even nounownom I1 can hear
the laughter of our lidrenchildrenildrenclicil as they played about us
before being kissed and tucked in their beds there
too I1 can see the evening picture of the three tired
but happy mothers often busy mithwithnith kneelesskne stockingseless
seatless trousers or other articles of clothing needing
buttons or stitches or mithwith perhaps something good
to read or ideas to exchange As often as possible our
paper maswas mithwith us but oftener uewe three merewereworemore alone for
uewe uedeweremede the ulveswivesulues of a soldier of the truth whose
armor maswas always on if those old maliswallsmalls could speak
they mouldwouldmouid tell of some of the happiest hours of our
lives

eleven children called you mother
eleven maswas my number too four boys and sevengirls for each uhliewhile to aunt edna maswas given ten

evenly divided
no monderwonder the recollections of the old home are

associated mithwith childrenschildren voices no monderwonder the names
of papapapal and mama instead of those more dignified
are familiar to us

after twenty

h ts grown stronger mithwith the passing
years and today I1 feel your absence as keenly as if you
uedeweremaremanemene my ounown sistarsistersistad my ounown flesh and blood

I1 am looking forward mithwith joy to the happy reunion
which miilwill come uhenwhen uewe mhowhounomno remain for a season miilwill
join you on the other side for all the bliss that rjvrjr
comes to earthly homes has been ours and perfect
happiness miilwill be ours in eternity

we miss you tonight aunt sara
uewe miss you at noon and at morn
duddurouroud eyes are heavy our hearts are sad
the companion uewe loved is gone

six years under the same roof though
it had been enlarged from time to time the olddid home
became too small so it maswaswaemae left to me and mine and
nemneunewnaunam homes uedeweremede erected for you and aunt edna the
family triangle maswas changed into a star our babies
gremgrewgnew to man and manhoodwomanhooduo our hair turned gray and
still uewe uedeweremeremedemede not separated until to satisfy public
opinion our husband and father maswas separated from us
and our lives uedeweremede changed this maswasnas the greatest trial
of all but I1 suppose such happiness could not last for-
ever

though you have left us sorrowing I1 know your five
precious ones aunt ednas four and my one mhowho preceded
you are rejoicing in this reunion As uewe stood by
each other to assist jndejnd melcomewelcome the naubornneubornnewbornnawneunewoemoamnau sobordborn uewe
stood side by side uhenwhonwhen the angel of death visited our
home your place is vacant nounownoenom aunt sarah but memory
is sweet our love hnshus

and
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yet a voice of sweet comfort whispers
lift up thine eyes weep not

the sister thou lavtluvtltjvlst is smiling on thee
thou shalt not be forgot 48

advertising first appeared in the magazine in the

june 1915 issue along mithwith it came the note

patronize those unowhomno have made it possible for this paper
49to exist the ads merowerewero very localized mithwith most from

salt lake city firms thodetheirethorethede medeweremodeuede only a feufew mail order

firms listed
the month after the ads came the iretfirst short story

her vocation by sophy valentine
in the second volume of the magazine there mereweremerauedemede

several departments featured one maswas called clothing by

the tuotwoteo sarahs sarah jenne cannon and sara mclelland

this column discussed the latter day saint momanwoman and houhownou

she could be practical modest and uellwellnallnailmeil dressed home

gardening columns gave such information as homhouhownomnownou to get tuotwo

crops of strawberriesstraub inerriesedries une season and the kitchen kinkkinks

series featured ticlesarticlesnicles unon such topics as houhow to tell good

and bad flour another column maswas good health by maud

baggarly

the magazine had remfeufewpem photographs usually of land-

scapes or homes they merewere often not directly relevant to

the material mithwith which they weneweremenameda featured the type maswas

most monotonous on the tuotuatwo column format there uedeweremedemade seldom

Q
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line drawingsdra oruings logos on the columns to break up the

sea of grey type and of course no color in the early

days the magazine maswas much more dedicated to non fiction
than it maswas to be later onoi

one popular feature started mithwith the february

1916 issue maswas written by hazel love dunford and called

the query box

uewe are opening this month a department for the
asking and smeringansweringsueringsmedingan off any and all phases of womens
interests uewe have secured the services of a trained
domestic scientist unowhomno is a mother of several young
children herself a broadmindedbroad intelligentminded latter
day saint morkerworker in private and public affairs uewe

invite the attention and operationcooperationco of our readers
and friends there is of course no charge attached
to answersansuersansu buters if you ulshwishmish personal information which
cannot be answeredansu inered this department send stamps for
reply 50

mrs dunford maswas paid 3003.00 a month for her column

these columns and the introduction of poetry and shortsnortshodt

stories mengwere making the magazine so popular that the general

board had to make the followingfolfoi appeallouing in april 1916

MAGAZINES MAGAZINES so popular has this
magazine become that uewe are unable to keep up mithwith thibhthl
demand uewe began printing this year the same number
as uewe sold last year before january maswas out uewe had
exhausted them in february another 1000 maswas printed
and those mecewere soldsoldbeforebefore march came uewe are sold out
of march numbers nounownom uewe mantwant to buy back january
february and march numbers please help us by sending
a limited number to thistilistat1 officeilslis

there uedeweremede other circulation problems to reckon mithwith

as uellwellweilueli the agents hirdhirhid ford a very small fee sometimes

ibid february 1916 p 88

ibid april 1916 p 226
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had communication problems and such notices as this
appeared from time to timtime in the publication during its
early days

uiliwilluliiulli mrs susan loughtonluightonloighton send her full address to
this office her magazine cannot be forwarded 252

in general things merewere moving along smoothly for

the neunewdeunem periodical money of course maswaswaemae a major problem

in the report of the relief societysocietys october 1916 con-

ference given in the december 1916 number these problems

mereweremedeuede exposed

counselor clarissa S illiamswilliamsLJ made a brief report
of the magazine stating that the rise in the cost of the
paper mouldwouldmouid greatly increase the expense of the publibubli
cation she reported that the printing of the magazine
alone mouldwouldmouid be 106.4010640 per month over what it maswas last
year that for extra numbers the increase in price per
1000 mouidwouldmould be 372537.25 over last year also that the
dealers mouidwouldmould sign a contract for four months only for
fear of another rise in price mrs illiamswilliamsLJ said it
had been suggested that in order to reduce expense
agents be discontinued and that the officers take care
of the subscriptions A discussion followed from the
body of the house

it u 8 s finally inir 0 v &s d by S u s a young gates s e c 0 n 2 e d
by ulina L smith addand curriedccrriedrerried bhat the agents recelnecel p

their regularri percentagepercentgularguiar urtilartilge further iticenoticeilcric

the pi ice of bhelne irst yeasyeactsreacts subscription oeopo

dollar

P

remanetremninedremaned the pricearlprl of bhethe magazine until 1947

d a spitespitaE wedsP repressionaepressionprEssionae e n ccn iinuclly rising priebprceb

thefhe editorials barlylarly editorials in bhe m ri earingcarinGearine

wecewere haddhard hittinghitnit bing if somewhat directdidcctjcdidect tarrattrfiattrrat ses or bucksuckbuch
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in april 1917 there mergweremeremede special instructions given

or dress and dancing to be lance this
there mereweremede manymenyme litorialseditorialsny ined thattitolito erarialsriels onorl aomenuomenwomens

suffrage andendadd the struggle of women ellallaliail over the world to

gain their rights made c continuous stream of items fcrbcr

luriclurrclurreludde nt topics

sucistich
iselse

loithcoith

todaylltodayls standardsstane femaleerdsards equality

wasUESwesmesmas not equated with birth controlcontrclcontr femininecl Liberatiliberation
frontfx lucint omenwomen wouldmouldmouid cringecr ifingeidge they read the following guest

editorial by therthen apostle joseph fielding smith

the first great commandment given to bcthbath man and
beast by the creator was to be fruitful and multiply
and replenish the earth and I1 have rotrat learned that
this commandment was luerlvereverlyer repealedrepeerefea thoseed mhowho attempt
to pervert the mayswaysmayb of thethem lord and to prevent their
offspring from comingcomng into the horlduorldljorld in obedience to
this great command anarledt guilty of one of the most
heinous crimeacrimescrime1 in the category there is no promiseprom ofiEe
eternalet salvationerral anc

as1s

47

subjects as the joy of toil

there is 0 slcknesssickness which is out of h a r n 0 n y

oddly enough by todeytodaylodey

february 1917 p 101

of ten therrthere mouldwouldmouid be

special tructionsinstructions from the first presidency of the church

fodfor the women for examp1eexamplee theampjeampie editorial run in feburaryFebu

1917

rary
p 101 stated the firtfirst presidency had calledcallee for1

a change in diessdressdledredib dancingdancinss and gereralgeneral haviorbehaviorbehaviornaviorbf cf youriyouncyourlyouna

peaplepeople the editorial lashed out saying

uhenwhenunen our girls and mcmenmemen gc into public places u ith
their dresses three inches shorter thanthathe theirn shoehoe tops
mithwith nothing to covercouercowercoved their bodies frcrr armpitsarm andpits
corset rim to chin except trcnsparetr&rsparent mlslinmaslin whe-
rthey gcgo in bathing clothed in tiny trunks and shoes
G r 1 y

in C lirclliral l

la

i

orly a

a
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F
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by their acts they proueprove their unworthiness for
exaultationex&ultation and unfitness for a kingdom where the
crowning glory is the continuation of the family urion
and eternal increase which have been promisedpremised to all
those mhowho obey the laulawiamlam of the lardlcrd it is juetjust as fruchmuchrduchhuch
murder to destroy life before as it is after birth
although man made lauelawelauslamslame may not so consider it but there
is one mhowho doedoes take notice and his justice and judgementjud
is

gement
sure CID

unmanunmpn pad brigucsciencezriguc innovations merewereweie often

discussed in the magazine during that age ihenunenehen so mmry of

the convenience items in t 0 d a y T s households u e r e d r e 0 m s

coming true

under the horehorrehomenorre science department by janette A

hydehydes the follol1ingfollouingfollowingfolfoi appearedlouing in january 1917

science is doing so much for the womanloman in her house
laberelabcrslabcre that it wouldmouldmouid deerreeerr impossible to offer aryanyady neunewdewdeu
shortcutshort incut time or in domestic morkwork and yet this is
exactly what has been dore throughth therOLIgh invention cf one
of our utah boys

he has devised a cold materwaternatermated washedlasherwasher mnichwhichunich will take
any ordinaryorci clothesderynErydary and especially babiesbables soiled
napkins and handkerchiefs and shillingwhirling them about with-
out paddle or heat cleanse them perfectly the
invention is a simple galvanized tin affair in mnichwhichunich the
materwatermatarmatanmaten is forced on a tangent from the materwatermated tap and the
force thus generatedgeregene whirlsrebedratednabed the clothescl roundcoundothesotheE and round
til they are thoroughly cleansed dirty clothing suchslonsech
as underwear and bed ildenlinenlinan needs boiling but thetic young
inventor declares and really proves that such clothing
may be dropped dry into boiling suessussucs left for twenty
minutes and then dipped into this machine without
wringing uhenwhenuben the clothing is taken out it is perfectly
cleansed of cirt and uds and comes out immaculately
clean and spotless inly one wringing is needed and
thatsthas the last process of all the clothes argareadegre dipped
into the boiler without wringingmiiurimil dippednging out without
uringingwringingbringinguriurl outputnging of the machine and then drungurungwrung orcaorceonce and
hung on the line

womenwoden of long experience mhowho are using the machine
and mhowho recommendrecorr itmend cicecireareade mrsmr julina L smith frsmrf
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jeanette A hyde mrs elizabeth C mccune mrs
augusta UW grant mra leah D uidtsoewidtsoeWidt mhowhosoe ellelieilF declare11
that mashingwashing has lost its terrors A child can use the
contrivance and the whole mashingwashing can be dore in the
bathroomLath overroomdoomnoom the bathtub uher the clothes are rotnot
sufficiently soiled to need boilingbeiling 56

another 11sciertificscientific area discussion appeared in

the april 1917 edition mithwith anar article on buhatluhat111uhat to say

in telling the story of life renewal the uniterwriter
suggested that mothers whisper the glorious tale in their
childrers ears it stated that the mother endandard child woulduculdwguld

both be in tears uneruhermner the tale weswas dcreacre

magazineMaonao grousgrowsazineazide an early tradititradition of the magazineflagazine

meswasmos the yearly letter to thebhe relief society membershipmembel fromishiprship

the general presidencypresidercy wrich always appeared in the first
issue of the reurelrew year in january 1917 the letter signed

by emtyielineemnigline B wellewells ancaneapear hedherierI counselorser clarissa S

lliamswilliamsUi and julina L smith dealt in part mithwith the success

and grouthgrowth of the magazine

our relief society magazine has succeeded beyond
our upmostupm03t expectations UWE thank you for your
generousgen supportercus ardand suggest that you work to increase
your efforts to make histhis magazine the best official
organ and medium of ccimmunicationcummunicationcommunication between your general
officers stake eneend wword relief societies uewe increased
the size of our magazineMagaz sixteeninEl pages during the peetpestpaetappp
yeadyear

st
and so rapidly iid cur subscriptions pour in

during the first threithreeshrei months thatthetbhat uewe menewereuede obliged to
issue hundreds of copiescoples more than uewe had at first
planned for the editorial policy of the magazine has
been to supply clean uholesomewholesome cheerful and helpful
articles consisting of the various departments found
there withnith the addition of the less wonkworkmonk which occupies
the most important part of our magazineMag ueWEEzine ere greatly

ibid january 1917 p 28
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anuaryandary

LU

encouraged mithwith the good reports mnichwhich come from allparts of our relief society concerning the magazinekegKageeg
and

azine
feel that it has been a worthy successor to the

roble ljorrarswomans exponent unichwhichmnich masusswasuge so long and able
conductedcor andancaneadeaddducted edited by our general presidentpresidert emmeline
E wells the increased expense of ouiouroul paper bcrfcr this
year and all other matters incurred in cur ubilcation
has been a serious problem but uewe hope to make no
changes in our subscription price and the other features
of our magazine by strict economy of the managemertmana
and

gemert
your ounown generous support uewe shall reach thetltiietile endie

cf the year successfully and satisfactorily 7

the enthusiasm and optimism that greeted the year

was not dampened despite the problems of those early days

of publishing the magazine editorials still uedeweremedemode lively
and the feelings of excitementexcitemertexcite overmert having their ounownoud

magazine waelaswas expressed by the momenwomen in the pages through

prose and verse the magazine also mertioredmerti itsored ounown

problems

ncticenatice to agents
only duly appointed agents for the relief society

magazine adsarsareade entitled to the agentsagentst discount of ten
per cert agents are furnished mithwith subscription blanksbl
and

ariks
receipt books from the magazine office they will

please deduct the discount before sending in su-
bscription lists otherwise the discountdiseisels miilwillcourt not be

allouallowed
welietie are sorry to announcearn thatounce the january number of

the magazine is exhausted all late subscribers miilwill
necessarily begin mithwithnith the february number

the heavy storms have so greatly interfered eithwithlith
traffic that the february number waswesmcsmas late in reaching
the subscribers a pattedpatter which is greatly regretted at
the general office 58

world wanwaruan 1 in the mecazinemeeMecmae heavyazine storms mereweremede

raging in places other than ltahaltah by the time the magazine
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llelielaetae knemknew there uedeweremeremede fierce storms raging
over there in the far eastern horizon beyond the taterlater
of the great deep but the sun had shone for us flomfromfloh
childhood and clouds izerelereereedeix but temporary matters so
the cloud spread out there in the farawayfadfar amayawayamoy lands dark-
ness is covering the earth but having the light uewe
mecewere inclined to mastewaste our hours in play men have been
mastingwasting life and treasure out there in pungent streamsstreams
whomho can tell momenwomennomennoren mym yet join in active conflict side
by side lithwith these blood crazed blind folded prenfren

madsmanhmanb

lahyljhywhy not life is countedcou cheaprited parenthood is scornedscor
virtue

nEid
a aknessweaknessue of the poor and faith e superstition

howhou naturally the marwarmai clouds have settled spread
and are even aclnclnce coveringcoverinccoucov theErinc uholebhole earth

here uewe face wars indirect problems this time
next year uewe may be toctoe marwarman

bl

maswas very far along in publishing life world wadwar I1 had

swept across europe and by 1918 the pages of the neunewdeudem

magazine were filledf mithwithil talktalled ofk the red cross work being

done by the relief society momerwomer editorials discussed

what momerwomer should be doing in the time of national emergency

and consoled those unowhomno merewerewhreuhre losing sons in battlebettlebettiebattie therethede

uedeweremede articles encouraging momenwomen to buy liberty donds and

to piantplant victory gardensgar patrioticcens poetry took over and

the fashion articles discussed marwarmad economy in dress

theodore rodseveltrocseveltRoc sentsevelt a picture cf himself in response to

a letter sent him by the relief society magazine editorseitor
and there maswas much talk cf worren as ambulance driversrivers on

the front
an editorial by susa young gates reflects the

temper of the era

out of the east came a cloud and spread upward and
nocnwardnocnuard

j 1

encout aging

y

w ole

stricken to talk about it
twisted heartstringsheart civeqivestrings forth no sound death is
dumb our present problems yes just the same old
questionsquesti ofors daily duties add a pinch of economyeco
a

norry
fresh sprinkling of prayer a dash of humor and

there you adeereare
have you a bit of ground around your house five

oie



wanwaruan may exact its toil from your useholdhouseholdhc and
minemide but uhenwhenunen this government calls on utah mcthersmcthcrsrricthere
and daughters ueWE shall krowknowkrou no allegiance except to
god and the united states of america and uewe will fling
our starry banners to the breeze and if need be fashion
and clothe our sons for wadwarmarmad and mithwith cur last kiss
whisper the erchanttrenchanttr wordewordsmorde of brigham young to the
boys he sent out into the borderland of conflict in
pioneer days say your prayers and keep your pouderpowder
dry

USusay

yearyead not an
hour of time an ounce cf strength or a crust of breedbread
should be wasted during this criticalcritics period

the clouds are gathering have uewe a right to shelter
in the pavilionpa ofvillor infinite loveloee and divine laulaw god
loves his marringwarringmarding sons under the european wadwar clouds
but even he must let them reap the harvest of hate
disobedience and corruption uhichwhichunichmnichchich most of them have
scun if uswe mouidwouldmould be protected by divine laulaw wc muotmust
set our lives in tune mithwith its mandates

12

hundred or nebnet more than fifty feet plant it in
vegetables no spot of ground uhichchich can be made
to yield should be left vacant thisti marwaryistis

come sisters let us get our ounownoudomd pouderpowder in
readiness

weile adeereare all latter day saints uewe ulveswivesulues and mcthers
of the relief society all american citizens uewe know
no english dutch scandinavian or gedmangermangerdan are
voting units of utah and of the united states of
america therefore uewe will wonkworkmorkmonk together uewe english
dutch

are urged to assist in cutting out
social conversations on the telephone during the busy
hours of the morning this ulliwillulii include mostly the
young people of the house as the older people are too
busy in the morning to bother mithwith telephone gossip
howeverHo uewemeyaruever make the appeal to all our sisters to join
in this movementmouemove andmert thus do a little towards

59591bid591ibidbid mayhay 1917 ppap 284285284 285
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reliefsociety

earth 59

german momenwomen patriots born or
adopted american as ueie will kneel together uhisperingwhisperinguhiuni
prayers

spering
for our loved cues and yet asking god to

abolish autocracy all over this sad earth giving
liberty to the people and hastening the day uherunermner he
shall come to rule whose right it is to reign over the
whole earthylearthy9

other patriotic notesnutes included such as this one

which appeared in mayhay 1918

patriotic mcmenWCME n

we

scandinavian
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lightening the burden of the telephone business 60

the uanwarman also caused some problems with the relief
society magazine in the october 1918 general con-

ference jeanette A hyde the business manager of the

magazine asked the sisters in her conference talk to be

patient mithwith marwarmadwad interruptions of servicservicesedwic
even before the patriotic editorials had settled

into the more consoling ones the influenza epidemic came

the dreaded epidemic unichwhichmnich has spread its pall over
communities had taken its heavy toll from our homes
more deaths have resulted in utah and in the united
states from this later day plague than has resulted
from the marwarmadwad not the least beloved of those mhowho have
gone from us is the genial and gifted young businessman
eduinedwinedmin F parry jr mhowho has had charge of the mailingmaimal
department

linc
of our magazine not only his family and

friends but our whole office force miss sadly the
cheerful presence and faithful labors of brother
parry 61

after the wacwarmarmac was over the magazine could again

settle into a peacetimepeace routinetime the editorial content

maswas much like it had beer without the liar

cautious

poem

emancipated by addie S pace

rejoice 0 ucman

ibid60 may 1918 p 269

ibid january 192d p 50

y

joyous andadd

61ibid 1920p
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fiction by nephi andersen and diana parrish maswas featuredfeaturedfeature
in its quieter pages there mereweremene reports on the struggle

and final gain of momen suffrage in march 1921 the

victory maswas celebrated mithwithmlihmikh this

6

d

61

moments



bedarebeuarebewarel
stain not thy hands mithwith the touch
of aught that detracts from thy mission
of motherhood

I1 usa young gates from the founding of the relief
society bulletin through the beginning of the magazine and

on through the marwarmaduanman susa young gates had edited the publi-

cation she never had an opporturityopportunity to edit the magazine

for long uhenwhen it uasngasn in some unusual situation for with

the april 1923 issue sister gates resigned frohfrom the editor-
ship

it mouidwouldmould have been difficult to have found a nomanwoman

more capable of carrying the morkwork through those first hard

days of publication than susa young gates mrs gates a

daughter of brigham young maswas an intelligent mittywitty momanwoman

mithwitheith the personality of hur father A later relief society

magazine article said cf her

she was very much like her father forceful and
capable she had his quality of mind in leadership
and clear progressivprogressive thinking many outstanding
choices menewereuede made in ihelheahe policies of the generalgereral
board while she was a member of that body with her
gift for writinguriudimdi andting her experience as former editor
of the young womansljomanleomancomans journal she brought to the beliefreliefbellefpelirallrail
society

af
publications

I1
1l1 p 147
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the day of thy thralldom is past
As man in god image createdgifts equal concludedconcudedconccdedconcoconcu atded last
0 ucmanweman

god too gave thee such 62

susa

j strength and vigor character sisLicli c

of her nature 3

ibid 9 morohmoron 111

ti
gods

t e

wasntt

a
63

cac5 2ibidbibid

r 11147ibid



55

after the resignation of sister gates mrs amy

brounbrownbronn lyman mhowho had been the assistant editor took over

the editorial duties but she maswasmae also in charge of the

lesson schedule and it maswasmes decided her work burden maswas too

heavy for her to be appointed editor
for one year the relief society magazine maswasmaemee

under the direction of the general board and without an

editor



ueliuellwell beloved by
those mhowho knemknew her best followed sister gates as
editor she made a unique and valuable contribution to
the general board as mefiuellweilmellmeli as to the magazine her
editorials uedeweremede scintillating illuminating and infor-
mative she maswas an ardent student of the world affairs
and a great traveler her mental hunger maswas as acute
as the distress induced by physical starvation twelve
months of the seven and one half yearbyears she las editor
she spertspent in europe in that time she sent to the
magazine each month an article on world affairs
interesting and educational

during the time of miss reynoldsreynold absence in europe
sweet gracious artist mrs amy uhippoewhippoewhippee evans assumed
the duties of editor S

there meraweremedamena no radical changes in content made

during this term of editorship in 1928 howeverho auever neunewnem

cover appeared designed by C nelson white whose sketches

had appeared in saturday evening post and ladies home

journal

torrensworrentstorrentsmorworrents

chapter 5

192319301923

alice

1930

louise reynolds in april 1923 alice louise
reynolds professor of literature etat brigham young

university maswas named editor of the relief society magazine

the october 1947 magazine describedescriberddescribers her as followsfo

erudite
llou

miss alice louise

the magazine also took a neunewnem tuotwo column format

in 1938 but remained much the same in looks feufew nomneunewnoudou

photographs or drawingsdrauinosdrawincsdnadra medeweremeramedauedeminosuinos introduced to break up the

type the articles still mainly nonfictionnon uedeweremeremedefiction based

on the same uorrens orierled topics as in the past but

ibid p 654 56
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but became somewhat more personalized

the old current topics column luas ended but of

interest to women a smilar feature maswas introduced in
1923

travel features uedeweremede very popular and uhenwhenwhon miss

reynolds mentwent abroad in the mid 1920ts192dts for one year the

magazine ran long details of her travels in the editor
abroad series

articles on unusual mothers uedeweremede a frequent item in

the periodical and in mayhaynay 19281921 an article on the mother

of charles lindburgh the national hero gave a relief
society slant to a topic of national interest there medewere

also articles on momenwomen mhowho did things legislators for

example

from time to time the magazine ran statementsstat fromemerts

returning missionaries on the morkworknork the magazinemagazines maswas doing

in the mission fields in the 1926 october relief society

conferencereportedConference inreported the magazine miss elizabeth

scolfieldolfieldscholfieldSc former president of the relief societies of the

eastern states mission made the followingfolfoi tributelouing

the second admonition of the prophet in founding
the relief society to foster a love for religion
education culture andaridarld refinement has been followed
in our mission and has brought excellent results I1

have in mind a conference where some cf the members
have never had the privilege of going to school and
the relief society magazine has been a godsendgod tosend them
that I1 have not the words to describe they have
learned to dcdo much of their reading from it 65

651bidsslbid january 1927 p 25
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though there uedeweremedemece editorial difficulties that mouldwouldmouid

have never been alloued in a ieterlaterleter timetimey the magazine

maswas making progress in the content

eliza R snow poetrypoe contestcontests perhaps the largest
innovation of the era of hissmiss reynolds maswas the introduction
of the eliza R snow poetry contest this memorial to the

great relief society leader and melluellwellmailmaiimeli gnounknoun poet maswas started
in august 1923 mithwith the announcement of the first contest

the minnerswinnersminders uedeweremede first announced in january 1924

the rules of the contest stated that the contest maswas

open to all latter day saint momenwomenmorenworen but that only one poem

could be contributed by each contestant tuotuctwo prizes weceweremece

awardedamarauaramad theded first prize consisting of 2g and the second

of 10 the poems uedeweremedewenemene notnutdutdot to exceed fifty lines and meleweremereuele

to be unpublished original morkworkmock not in any publisherspublish

handhands

enteerts
poems which did not uinwinmin prizes uedeweremenhuenh given

honorable mention and the editors claimed the right to

publish any poems submitted at the regular rates it maswasmaewae

not long before poems from all over the nation eueneven the

being submitted by latter day sainasainb momenwomen

the first year of the contest there nerewereuede 47 entries
and by five years later thetiietile number had climbed to 65 see

appendix

miss reynolds took one year off from her duties as

editor to spend a sabbatical leave in europe and the near

east during the time shosno

th

try

own

620

s

sh- was gone in 1925 shesha sent back

kn

world merewere
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a series of articles on her rich experiences thelthealthe editor
abroadAbr cad

in 1930 miss reynolds resigned to devote her entire
time to teaching at BYU during her tenure she had spent

half her time at the gainemagainelagaineMa and half as professor of

literature at BYU

her last editorial entitled A last word

lastly uewe ulshwishmish to acknowledge the blessings
cf our heaverly father during our term as editor uewe

have beenbeanbeerbear out of the office only one day on account of
ill health uewe trust the magazine under our direction
has been the medium of heralding the gospel of a
brighter day in many and various maysways and that all
times it has testified to the divinity of christ and
his mission as also the divinity of the great latter
day morkwork mithwith the prophet joseph smith at its head 6

ibidjbidabid september 1930 ppap 473474473 474

maga ine

a 66

66

apappearedpeEred
in the september 1930 magazine it read in part

and nolnownou there remains only the last mordwordmodd to be said
it is a joyous thing uhenwhen the last mordwordmodd is a mordwordmodd of
appreciation to all mhowho have assisted in the morkwork to
the contributors in the field to magazine subscribers
everywhere uewe express our gratitude to the first class
uewe are largely indebted for whatever excellence in
quality the magazine may have possessed during our term
as editor to the second class for that support and
appreciation without which all effort must either
languish or eventually die the support of subscribers
has been most gratifying during the more than seven years
and a half that uewe have had charge of the morkwork

lnegaide

lad



mhowho justified the expectations of

67minutes67 mayMinutes 14 1930
60

chapter 6

193019371930
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1937

connellyConnel kimballlv on mayflaymlay 14 1930 the relief
society general board acted upon the letter of resignation
from alioelouisealicelouiseAlioAlicailo reynoldseLouise on that same date it maswas

announced that sister mary connelly kimball mouldwouldmouid become

the demneunewdeu editor after september in anticipation of the

release of miss reynolds the general relief society

presidency sought to have sister kimball become the neunew

editor but there uedeweremaremademede some obstacles that had to be over-

come before the announcemertannouncementannounce ofmert her appointment could be

made sister kimball maswas on the general board of the young

laomenljomenwomens mutual improvement association and could hardly be

expected to fill that position and the editorship at the

same time especially when it had become custom for the

editor of the magazine to be a relief society board member

the first presidencyPresi ofdercy the church asked the relief society

sisters to consult the YWMIAYLJMIA before the selection maswas

announced

reluctantly as they mereweremaremanemene losing a valiant morkerworker

the YWMIAYUMIA wished mrs kimball blessings in her neunewnem callingcalling67

and

67

the relief society secured the aid of able experience

kindly mrs kimball
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61

her multitude of friends and associates 68

riseelg and fall of circulation perhaps the most

outstanding thing of the term in office of sister kimball
maswaswaemae the fluctuation in the circulation in the magazine

lehenljhenwhenuhenunen she took over the management in 1930 there merewere

26509 subscribers in 1931 this number dropped to 24906249j6
and dropped again in 1932 to 20012 the lowest circulation
the magazine had had since 1920

then in the midst of the great depression the

numbers started rising again in one year from 1932 to

1933 the circulation mentwent up 4145 to 24157 and the next

year it zoomed to 30449 another huge increase came the

next year uhenwhen in 1935 there uedeweremede 35899 subscriptions

the next tuotwobuo years the numbers mentwent up at the rate of

nearly one thousand per year until in 1937 uhenwhen mrsmre

connelley resigned the magazine had 41721 subscribers
in other woddswords a gain of 21709 subscriptions during the

heart of the depression
nowhouhownou maswas this accomplished through an intense and

successful campaign spearheadedspear byheaded the magazine itself
not only did the editors lorkwork hard to improve the materials

in the periodical but theythe alsojy encouraged the waddswards and

stakes to move the magazines through the yearly drive

in the relief society conference of april 1932

relief society magazine october 1947 p 654

249 6

68relief68

lock



62

president louise Y robison spoke on the magazine and

the subscription drive
welie have been most delighted in the response the

sisters have made in sending in subscriptions to the
magazine A number of our waddswards have reached 100
or more some of these in the smaller settlements
mithwith very limited resources one report snowsshows a
membership of 19 mithwith 22 subscriptions another membe-
rship ofcf 45 mithwith fifty tuotwo subscriptions there are
a number too mhowhounomno have seventy five per cent of their
numbers mho are subscribers to the magazine this is
very fine and uewe knoknouiknou it is the efforts of the momerwomer
mhowho have accomplished it

uewe mouidwouldmould like to say a mordwordmond about sending in
material for the magazine some little things come into
the office mnichwhichunich must have been just ideal for the time
they moreweremecemone writtenur butitten the interest is purely local
it just about breaks the heart of the editor not to
accept these things but they have no general interest
sometimes uewe have little histories of our splendid
momenwomen mhowho have given such faithful service but uhenwhenunen
the little sketch comes to us it is incomplete it
does not give the things you wanted to tell the things
you loved about her you have rather felt uewe knemknew these
lovely things our magazine space is limited and uewe
cannot publish all the little biographical sketches uewe
wouldmouldmouid like 69

the notation of percentage of subscribers to the

magazine maswas part of an innovation of about this time the

evolution maswas slouslowslonsionslom but il moved to what became the honor

rollroll1rolla in which each of the stakes and wandswardsmands mithwith a certain
percentage of their membership subscribing to the magazine

uedewereeedewene recognized through the years this became a big part

of one issue of the magazine each year at first howeverho

it
uever

maswas only a part of notes to the field in the may

1931 issue the notes revealed the followingfolfoi wayslouing of

getting subscriptions

ibid may 1932 p 279
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alpine stake offered a prize of 10 to the uardwardmard
having the highest per cent of the families in the uardwardmardmadd
subscribing for the magazinemagNag theazine first uardward of
american fork carried off the prize reaching 39

grant stake offered a prize of ten annual su-
bscriptions to the wadduardwardmaromadomadd that should get the highest
percentage of its members as subscribers and five annual
subscriptions to the marduardwardmaddwadd that should secure second
place in the contest

due to financial conditions some stakes urged
neighbors to subscribe for the magazine together 70

part of the campaign to get subscriptions outlined
in the magazinemaoMac cameazine in the august 1931 issue tradi-
tionally the campaign for subscriptions came in september

and consequently this article by vivian conklemcconkieConkiemcconkleHc maswas just
in time the officers of the twentieth uardwardwand ersignensign stake

had increased their subscriptions from 17 to 101 using

the followingfolfoi planlouing

in our march union meeting sister castleton ensign
stake relief society president suggested a drive for
magazine subscriptions at our wadduardwardmardmacdmadd society conference
a feufew days previous the stake officers reported that
the 20th wanduardwardmardmaddmand maswas by far the lowest in magazine su-
bscriptions in the stake both in numbers and in per-
centage ours was a nemlynewly officered society and uewe
meneweremergmeng further handicapped in that our magazine agent
recently appointed maswas out of the city for that
reason the marduardwardmaddwandmand executives assumed personal charge uewe

made a careful survey of our membership learned mhowho the
present subscribers weneweremenemedr checked mithwith the records of
the general office and in all things acquainted our-
selves mithwith the details of the morkwork uewe determined whounomno

could and those mhowho probably could not subscribe
at the outset uewe sought to radiate the feeling that

whatever uewe really mantwant to do that unichwhichmnich uewe set our
hearts to do- ue can do the executivesuereexecutiveswereexecutives enthusedwere
and that enthusiasm carried over to the members A

percentage scale of mental attitudes maswas written on a
black board and left in our room it maswas as followsfolfoi

100
lousloms

1I did
90 1I miliwill

70 ibid may 1931 p 293
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80 1I can
70 1I think I1 can
60 1I might
50 1I think I1 might
40 1I ulshwishmish I1 could
30 what is it
20 1I don know
10 1I cantcanftcanet

0 1I montwont
uewe adopted the slogan A magazine for every

member and devoted a tuotwo minute period of each meeting
to creating interest and organization pride at unichwhichmnich
meetings our progress maswas fully reported we sausawsam the
necessity of a magazine fund and so cast our eyes about
to see houhow it might be secured A local laundry maswas
discovered unichwhichmnich for advertising purposes offered
our organization 25 cents for each member mhowhounomno mouldwouldmouid
inspect its plant our members approved of this
opportunity and the little scheme netted us 150015.00
each momanwoman mhowho visited the laundry maswas given 25 cents
credit towardtouard a magazine subscription or if already a
subscriber she could designate to whom the credit should
go many mhowhounonno could not go on this inspection trip
voluntarily gave a like sum to the fund the result meeusswesmasmae
that an additional sum sufficient to off set the credit
used from the laundry fundund maswas received leaving at the
disposal of the organization 15.001500 this made it
possible to put fifteen magazines in homes of membermembers
mhowho for some reason had not subscribed but unowhomno in our
opinion mouidwouldmould appreciate it every momanwomanmomenmoran in the 20th
marduardwardmaddwadd knemknew that an intensive drive maswas on and our
teachers weneweremeremedemene asked to encourage prospective subscribers
on morkwork days selected articles which radiated human
interest and touched the experiences of all uedeweremede read
to the sisters uhliewhile they souedsewed such fine support and
enthusiasm maswas shounshown thatihatlhatahat certain momenwomen mhowho felt them-
selves able to do so subscribed for others finally
but pursuant to our original plan a member of the
presidency personally contacted those mhowho had not
placed their subscriptionssubscriplions and secured a generous
response our survey had revealed that only a feufew of
the seventeen subscriptions of 1930 had been renewed so30
our start maswas practicallypractic fromilly the bottom there are at
present 101 subscriptions in the marduardwardmacd uhichchichchichiswhichisuhiwhiuhl ischis slightly
less than 100 per cerilcenlbenl of our members but practically
every member has accessac to1-

0cec a magazine uewe acknow-
ledge mithwith gratitude ilieIllie11 loyaltyllelieileie and faithfulness of
our whole membership mhowhomno by sane and loyal cooperation
without any hardships nnon any one crowned our efforts
mithwith success and tintnt nplundid magazine riounuudumdomrlou publishpublishudpljblishodpublished
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weiloiio hope moremoramonamone of our readers miilwill send in
concrete suggestions for helpinhelping out in this time of
depression and financial need 2

the short short story sister KenziemckenziemckenzirkenzleHc contributed
maswas typical of many of the time showing a bit of the

flavor of the mormon momenwomen and their habits and reflecting

the hard years but topped mithwith a thick lacing of sugar

see appendix

ibid
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71is ample compensation for our labors

in the next edition of the magazine this article
maswas recalled and it maswas announced that all waddswards reporting
a subscription list equal to 75 per cent of their member

ship mouldwouldmouid have their names and the names of their agents

published on the honor roll and mouldwouldmouid also receive a

certificate of appreciation each marduardwardmaddwadd the note declared

should have at least 50 per cent of their membership

subscribing

of course there maswaswaemae the pull of the depression on

the purse strings on page 586 of the october 1931 issue

this note appeared

A concrete suggestion welie call our readers
attention to a delightful little story the old teapot
on page 554 of this issue sister mckenzie the
magazine agent in wasatch liardwardwadduard in salt lake city uriteswrites
that she has had difficulty in securing many su-
bscriptions because the sisters say they havent the
money her experiences suggested the story unichwhichmnich she
uriteswrites is her first and she is nounownom 65 years of age

the suggestions offered miilwill be a boon to
to many who are hard pressed

august im p 465

ibid october ll193111 p 586
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uhenwhenunen I1 come lobointololo the room

66

short stories noles on houhow to campaign for su-
bscriptions in a businesslikebusiness likejikeilke manner and statistics merewere

not all the magazine did on itsis ounown behalf in those days

it printed poems and pageants that could be put on to sell
the magazines

one of these unichwhichmnich appeared in the september

1935 number maswasmaewae a plea of the relief society magazine

unichwhichmnich told of all the things a relief society magazine did

for the members the pageant maswasmaewae ended mithwith this poem

MY MAGAZINE
by mary P hoyt

I1 heard the postman whistle
As he went back doundowndomn my ualkwalkmaikmalk

and I1 thought my he early
As I1 glanced up at the clock

my morningsmorning work uasngasnwasnt finished
I1 had still some tasks to do

but I1 looked into the mail box
for a letter or maybe tuotwo

with its pages folded over
lightly pressed within the cleft

of the box maswas my magazine
the only thing he had left

As I1 walked back around the house
through my kitchens open door

I1 thought I1 ulshwishmish I1 had time to read it
and I1 turned the pages oroer

I1 opened it at the editorial page
for there I1 knetlknem ldid find

something morthworthmortn the keeping
in the chambers of my mind

some pertinent questions
the statement lughtciughtchught my eye

I11 read them once tuicetwicebuiceauice three times
and then I1 brealhorbrnauifjri a sigh

does the temperalurutempertemperatempero a li ireirulre

hes
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meilwell

am I1 fussy do I1 talk too much
or does my voice sound like a boom

am I1 given to faultfindingfault
am

finding
I1 untidy selfish lazy or am I1 just

do I1 spend my time profitably
or am I1 a pessimist

these are some of the questions
my magazine offered me

and I1 paused on my mayuayway to the table
wonderingUon ponderingderingdeningdeding thinking deeply

my thoughts rushed on and I1 pondered
with all of our daily rush

perhaps uewe arent almayealways dependable
and maybe uewe arent always just

then I1 thought of the woddswordsmorde of the
savior

uhenwhen he talked to the pharisee
uhenwhen the lauyerlawyer tried to trap him

with the laulawlamiamiau and the man made creed

the first commandment is greatest
the second is like the first

if uewe live for these tuotwo only
of people meliwellmeilimell not be the morstworst

the others of course are morthworthmortn keeping
else they mouidwouldmould notriotnoh have been given

lets live to the best of our ability
then met be nearer the gates of

heaven73Heaven

another

73

favorite selling tool uedeweremede songs such

as this one which maswas to be sung to the tune of ofmarylandmaryland

oh have you seen our magazine
our magazine our magazine
its pages beam mithwith lines serene
our magazine our magazine
go north go south go east go mestwest
our magazine leads all the rest
within its covers you can trust
knowledgeKno aboundsuledge that will not rust

and uhenwhenunen uewe find n gemgom so daredade
I1 ptPA ulistisils tn nur fririnl iepclnre

ibid

67
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weile must sell more than 20 thousand copies of each
issue to meet the cost of publishing and printing the
price is about eight cents a copy and nowhere else
is there such magazine value eight cents a month is
very little to spend for so much interesting and valuable
information 74

there uedeweremede also sessionssessos insions general conference

lihcrt salesmen such ssas Eeni1lalienilalllailalii 1 J glade pioneer broadcaster

ibid may 1933 p 268
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it is the help uewe need today
come along and mithwith us say
go north go south go east or mestwestweetmeet
our magazine leads all the rest
nounownomhowhom mithwith these praises it u i 11 seem
YOU should take our magazine

this little ditty maswas done mithwith a harmonica

orchestra and sung by the momenwomen of legrand oregon as

part of their 1933 campaign

in addition there weneweremene the relief society con-

ference talks such as this one by mrs marcia K houellshowellsHouhom

once

ellselleelie
as a stranger in a far amayaway tropical city so

hot that at noonday the streets uedeweremede tirelyentirelytidelyen deserted
in singapore 12000 miles from here I1 found a copy of
our relief society magazinejazinemacHacmat it maswasmaewae like meeting an old
friend in a foreign port there uedeweremede many magazines
in that hotel reading room from london neunewnemhewheu york and
sydney thorethere mereweremedeuede magazines there that sold for more
than one dollar a copy but one maswas more fingeredfingeredvfinger and
none looked so good to me as that copy of our omdounownoud
relief society magazine some thoughtful missionary
must have left it there

that maswas ten years ago and I1 have read every issue
since that time I1 have found excellent recipes for
cooking interesting stories delightful poetry always
timely topics a magazine mithwith a cheerful helpful
message a magazine that ever sings a song of hope to
all mhowho will listen I1 love and appreciate our magazine
and as a relief society morkerworker I1 find it indispensable
it standardizes the lesson morkworkmonk directs the relief
program and keeps workers in close touch mithwith the
general board and mithwith each other

will
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and mayor of salt lake city taught the momenwomen tricks of

good business and salesmanship with each boost in the

subscriptions there uedeweremedewenemene generous pats on the back for the

momenwomenmomon involved thus through the magazine itself thetha miga

zinezinazipa maswas able to nearly double circulation during the thirties
getting subscriptions for the publication maswas not

the only purpose in those years of mary connelly kimballsKim

tenure
balsbalebaie

as editor the end of prohibition brought a fantas-

tic editorial campaign during this time as uellwellmeilmellmeli as did

several other social issues

the fight to keep prohibition the momenwomen of the

relief society mereweremecewenemene deeply involved in the fight to keep

prohibition lauslawsiamslams on the books uhenwhen it looked as though

the noble experiment maswas about to die the magazine picked

up the standard and caveduavedwaved it hard

the april 1933 edition of the magazine waewasmasmae partic-
ularly packed mithwith fuel forfon the battle that maswas raging at

the time ruth may fox the longtimelong presidenttime of the
young aomenuomen mutual improvement association of the church

and a uellwellmeil

in other maysways ton the feminine mindwind maswas appealed

to dr richard lyman ofcf the counsel of the twelve apostles
wrote a stirring reproof of the drive to end prohibition in

do not shun the fijutfijhtfiqhtelint in it he encouraged and challngd
the momenwomen

f

cha11c nqedneed

known utah writer discussed the evils of drink

in an article entitled A talk to mothers



it also stated
because of the fact that uewe did not follow up the

great victory uewe uonwonmon in 1919 by a continuous plan of
education uewe shall have to do most of the morkwork of the
bygone decades over again our task is not so much one
of legislation as one of education you cannot enforce

ibid april 19j319b3 p 205

ibid p 221

70

menhen may fail but momenwomen never before prohibition
every city had in its streets drunken men hungry momenwomenwoden
seeking drunken husbands and cold and naked children
crying for drunken fathers eemfeufew mothers and children
today waltwaitmaltmait in terror for the return of a drunken
husband and father prohibition protected the poor
and means that the children even the poorest miilwill be
clothed fed educated today our country is free from
drink caused poverty god help us to prevent itsreturn ab7b

another highly emotional appeal came in an article
prohibition 11 beside the piece maswas a photograph of a

statue of a mother and three small children looking at

their drunken husband and father lying in the gutter at

their feet beneath the photo maswas this poem

itsitts the momanwomanwodan mhowho pays through all the long days
and nights of horror and fear

ittsiks the momanwoman mhowhomnouno pays all her sorrowful days
the tax on the big emertsbreuesbrewertsewertsbremesbrebesbr beer

itsitts the children mhowhonho reap in suffering deep
what fathers have selfishly soued

the pay day will come to each poor little home
and children will carry the load S

on page 219 of that edition the magazine pointed out

that uewe must not lose sight of the fact that our national

backdownback ondoundomn the prohibition issue does not take the poison

out of alcohol

76
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a laulawlamiamiau unless the people are converted to the necessity
and misdomwisdom of it there is no time to lose the forces
of evil are gathering for another thrust at the splendid
young men and momenwomen of our fair land their bodies and
souls are at stake are you willing to enlist as soldiers
to help regain the ground uewe have lost and push until
uewe have gained the victory

after

77

warning the sisters of the evil of alcohol

and about the dastardly things the repeal could do the

magazine editorialized on behalf of the dry candidates in

the november election and encouraged the women to vote

go to the polls vote

As utah ulliwillulii not vote upon the liquor question
until the general election in november the relief
society momenwomen of this state have been enthusiastically
working to retain the fine national aindjindandi statestatsstets lauslawsiauslaubiamb
against liquor this has been through accumulation of
educational attrialmaterialatcrialm and by petitions

As uewe go to press our hertnert s breareereete warmed by the
responsesporsere of the people to the petitionspetit whichionElone have been
accumulatedCUMUlatedEC in the interest of the dry cause

the conscience of the people is chcllergedche11ergeei and
must not be stilled the crisis is here relief society
women cannot do a finer service to humanity than tc
contincontinue this fight in the cause of righteousness the
educational campaign must continue if people could
only get the facts arci know the truth there mouldwouldmouid be
no cause to fear the outcome A really enlightened
public sentiment mouldwould uncicubtedlyundoubtedly express itself in
holding festfast to the eighteenth amendmentAmendamene andmert the fine
protective liquor lamelauslawsiamslams which are a part of our state
constitution

the opportunity miilwill present itself on novemberNoverr 7thathberbed
for us to strike a real bloublowblombiou inin protest against the
return of the saloon and all the vice which accompaniesaccompanie-s
the infamous liquor traffic

see to it that the signers of the petitipetition ardarc all
others interested in cod icvernmentgovernmentg vote against the
ratification of the proposed twenty

constitutes
a repealdepeal of the eightr&nth amendment and also against

ibid october 193319339 p 583585
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any change in our olnownowdoud state laws against liquor control
go to the polls and otevote for the twenty one dry

candidates they are all211bil patriotic citizens earnestly
working bcrfcr the good cf tiethe nation and they are the
friends of ycuth78

of course by that time defeat was almost inevi-

table the disappointment was reflected in the editorial
printed in december 19331953

uewe thank those who labored so faithfully to retain
the 18th amendmentAmer uewedmentement regret that their efforts mereweremeceuedemede
not crowned with success bltbut they will have the satis-
faction of knowing they did allellaliail they could in a
righteous cause

uewe feel that a most serious mistake maswas made when
the people decided to repealre thepeal 18th amendment lleLIE

had hoped utah would stand for its retentionreter buttion she
joined the majority of states in voting for its
abolition the LDS have come into unfavorable prcmiprcnri
nence through utahs vote the london newspapers say
the latter day saints did it prohibition is dead

mormonsplormonscormons killed it the evening star emphasized that
the latter day saints cast the deciding votes

nothing better than the prohibition laws done amayawayemayewayeuay
with have lipup to this time been evolved and already from
every quarter are efforts being put forth to make beer
and liquor on a big scale uewe heuehaveave bowedbowesowe thed uldewindwine uewe

fear uewe shall deepreapneapneepdeap the whirlwind 79

the smoke still didndian die down editorials andaneade

fillers repeatedly wardedwarnedmanned about the dangers of tobacco and

liquor items were pulledpullee framfrcm the aomenuomen christian
temperance union union signal and from newspapersnelnei andshapersspapers

magazines across the country one frcrr the kentucky

citizen printed in august 1935 warneewarned of the dangers of

drunken driving

ibid september 1935 p 542

ibid december 1933 p 747
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projects some of the authors of the articles wedewereuede prom-

inent men in the field such as joseph A geddes of the utah

state agriculturfagriculture college at logan

one of the highlights of the time maswas a letter sent

from jane addams of hull house in chicago to the women of

the relief society ccngratulatingcongratulating therrtheirthernthelt on their welfare

uwonkworknork0 r k

73

at marwareareadmad against social ills other dangers of

society mecewere fought during the tenure of kary connelly

kimball good nutrition waewasmesmeemae constantly discussed and

encouraged on the pages of the little bock there maswas a

long series of articles dealing mithwith social welfare work

including titles such as importance of standardization of

courtycounty welfare work the childrerschildren bureau A community

plan for the preventionPrever oftion celinquencydelinquencyCelin quency and should the

rural communities of utah employ a trained social workeruorker1

there uedewerewede editorials and articles for and about the neuneinew

utah training school and several other welfare

the october 1934 issue announced in happeningsHappe

the

rings
column that followed currertcurrent ev6rtseverts that sister

louise Y robison had been present at the protest mass

meeting at the sorbonne uhenwhen momerwomerucmanmcman delegatesdelegate from many

nations united in claiming equal privileges for momenwomen in

employment and the professions she had been one of the

rine americanameAMO delegateselcanrican toti the internationalinternation congressconcraconcrf ofEs

women this set the prcyprcrprict rurfurforrorporpoi annymnnyrnanyanany articlesarticlusartic unotiluolusieo thebhfjbhoj rifjhls
of momenwomen such as the eniaceniai pationicipationpatlonici of women the vieuviewulemviem of

disc ussedassed

err ploy
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discussed the 1 ou place of momenwomen in much of the rest of the

ucrldwcrldworld

freedom forfodf momanwomanmoranworanor has been a tragically slouslowslomsiou processproce
through the long years since the dark ages and although
perfect equality is still a dream uewe have traveled a
long upward path in the last one hundred years the
first annual conventiconvention for momenwomen suffrage uswaswaemae held in
seneca falls nemneunew york in 1948 but it tocklock eighty
years to convince all the states that women nereweremedeuede
entitled to cast an equal wotevotehote mithwith men in 1850
several states granted married momenwomenmoren the right to
control their ounown property for prior to this time a
married moman property and her earrings if she
worked belonged according to laulawiau to her husband her
childrchildren even wedewereuedemede not her ounown for a man in his miilwillulli
could sign his minor heirs over to anyone he chose
such montrousmonstrousmont lauslawsiausrous seem indeed to belong to the dark
ages rather than to the close of the nineteenth century
let me repeat uewe have traveled a long uaymay

in the february 1935 issue the editor printed in

its entiretyertlertieral therety address of lena madelinmadesin phillips president

of the nationalnatMat councilional of domenwomen of the united states and

of the international federation of business and professional

women given at a mass meeting of laomenljomen rights to werk

under the auspices of the international council of wacmerucmerwcmer

at the grand amphitheatre at the sorbonne in paris july 5

19431942 the talk the underlying principles of domen

right to wonkwork detailed some of the theory and thinking

about momerwomer and the right to earn a living that maswas

Q80p ibid october 1934 p 312
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the church and the auxiliary organizations by olga kupse

of the geneva conference mnichwhichunich discussed the high place cfof

wacmerucmerwcmer in the mormon church and equality for women
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prevalent during those timestiniesdinies

only a yankee mithwith a sense of humor or a diplomat
conditioned in the use of language to obscure ratherdather
than to express meaning is entitled to this subject
clothed as it is in the generally accepted legalitarian
phraseology uomanwomansbomancomans right to work for that right has
never beer questioned from the vantage point of this
norgresscongresscorgress I1 see her toiling in the fields bearing upon
her back the burden of pack horses scrubbing mashingwashingua
sewing

shing
working in poverty and need from sunrise to

sunset and even then still working unowho questionsquesti herors
right to these and a thousand other labors unowho
questionsquesti womansmortanors rightdight to the unpaid or poorlypcorly paid
drudgeriesdrudge ofries the world no one

no it is notdot the right to morkwork to unichwhichmnich momanwoman
aspires and which she is denied this she has and has
ever had it is her right to equal pay for equalectuai morkwork
to the jobs paying more morey for less mork and it is
llenhertierhedned right to opportunity and pomerpower mithwith their attendant
prestige

for say what uewe ulliwillulii about the protection of the
morals and health of momenwomen and the heritage of the
unborn generation these are not the primary reasons for
discrimination against momenwomen in gainful occupations
they are too often red herrings draundrawndramn across the trail
the alluring scent of which men and momenwomen smugly follow
in order that the dominance of the strorgstroug over the leak
may be rationalized81rationalized

but

81

ever while the magazine campaigned for equality

for momenwomenmoren there was a general trend to urge the momerwomer of

the church to stay home mithwith their children they wanted

rights if they wecewereuedemedemece needed to support the family but if
the momenwomen could they weneweremeremene to stay at home

this home trend also came out in editorials asking

for college training in courtship and marriage and for

girisgirls1girls education

other editorials cifrf the era asked for cleaning up

81 ibid
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of movies increasing moral strength and supporting church

activity

magazine changes in looks marynarymady cornelly kimbalskimballtsKimballkimbailkimballKim

editorial
balsbais

tenure maswasnas not orly a time of campaign but also
a time of change for the agazinemagazinerr in 1928 a neunewdeudeldew cover

design by nationally known artist C nelson uhitewhite had been

introduced and in the early thirties this cover became froremorefroderoce

colorful by 1934 spot color in tuotwo hues maswas being used in

the ads on the magazinemagazines cover pages line drawingsdra

scarce

uings

in the first issues of the magazine wenewereuedemedemene becomingcorringbe

much more popular and more commcncomman often the poetry waewasnasmas

printed in fancy type mithwith line draundrawn borders surrounding it
then from time to time these pages nerewereneneuede gathered in a

poetry section

it maswas still the practice of the editors to print
everything which occurred at the general conference sessions

of the relief society taking up a good share of tuotwo issues

a year even these lengthy articles and reports merewerenere not

jumped started in the relief society

magazine it was usually printed in its entirety or

succeeding pages rather than having intercidingintercedinginter materialceding

the 1930s1930t8 uedeweremede a time of grouthgrowth for the magazine

in circulation and stature among the momenwomen mhowho deedreedread it
butout it was to be left to bhethe leadership of belle S spafford

and marianne C sharp to make it a modern appearing book

M
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chapter 7

193719451937

president

1945

belle S spafford remembers uellwellmeilueli houhownounomnow she

maswas called to serve as editor of the relief society
magazine she had beer working mithwith mary connelly kimball

for several years as the assistant editor she recallsdecalis
sister kimball took ill during the conference in

october 1937 the doctor told her her illness maswas
terminal so she wrote a note to president robison
explaining she probably wouldnt return to her desk
apparently in that note she said sister spafford could
do the wonkworknork on the magazine that maswas in progress

I1 maswas coming doundown the staircase in the old bishopsBish
building

opts
mithwith an armful of pictures from the art shoushowsnow

uewe had held uhenwhen I1 ran into president robison she
told me of the note from sister kimball I1 told her
I1 mouldwouldmouid do the job but for only one issue I1 didnt
mantwantnantwadt to be editor of the magazine 2

the christmas call sister spafford did that issue
and the next she recalls but told the general presidency

that they mouldwouldmouid have to name an editor by the first of the

year they assured her they wenewereuedemedemene working on it dnon

christmas eve 1937 president heber J grant called mr

spafford and told her she had been selected to edit the

magazine

louise VY robison put sister spafford to morkwork mithwitheith
a bookkeeper and a secretary the circulation and editorial

Q n
personal interviewinter mithwithulemvieuhieu president belle S

spafford oulydulyjuly 6 1971
77
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rleeries written by the general authorities of the
church

great care is excercised in handling all manuscriptsmanumaru
submitted

scripts
howeverho themeueruevermeven magazine does not assume

responsibility for unsolicited material
all manuscripts must be accompanied by sufficient

78

departments worked closely in those days as all the

magazine except the printingprint maswaswinglingming done by a female staff in

the old bishopbishops building sister robison told the neunewnem

editor that the general esidencypresidencyresidencypi of the relief society
mouldwouldmouid act as an advisory committee at least once a month

editor spafford wouldmouidmould meet mithwith these momenwomen and mouldwouldmouid go

over the ideas for the content of the next magazine

the editorials sometimes written by the membersmeirmerr ofbers

the presidency nerewerewedemede to reflect editorially the ideals and

work of the society

with the counsel addandade advice of the leading mornenwomenmormenmomen of

the church and the admonition to develop sound editorial
policy the young editor set to morkwork she read each man-

uscript that came in herself and did all the editing
an example of the editorial policy established by

mrs spaffordSp maswastaffordrafford announced in the notice printed in the

march 1944 magazine

NOTICE TO MAGAZINE contributors
the relief society magazine uelcomeswelcomesuel contributionscomes

prose poetry and fiction all biographical material
howeverho ismeueruevermewer solicited by the editors and is restricted
to that which meets some special need of the society

the magazine does not maintain a regular department
for book reviewsrevlrevireul onlyemseus those bookebooks are revieuedreviewed that
are recommended by the relief society gereralgeneral board forfarfurfadfod
use in connection mithwith the morkwork of the society parti-
cularly the educational courses books published by
church auxiliaries and books of special value for home

libraries

7 8

libra
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postage for delivery and return otherwise rejected
manuscripts miliwillmill not be returned nor miilwill the authors
be advised of their disposition rejected manuscripts
millwillmili not be held in this office longer than six months

all manuscripts should be typewritten double spaced
if possible original and not carbon copies should be
submitted

seasonal material should be submitted ztat leest three
months in advance of the month for mnichwhich it is intended

accepted manuscripts are paid for upon publication
the magazine appreciates having its contributors listed
among its subscribers but does not pay for published
material mithwith magazine subscriptions8subscriptions83subscriptions

she

838

recalls that one of the big aids to her in the

morkwork she had been called to do came in the fact that her

mother had worked at a book company before her marriage

she taught us to tell a uellwellmelimellmeil made book fromafrom a poor one and

told us that any book that maswas worthwhileuorthuhileworthwnile could be told by
Q A

homhouhowhon it maswas put together 1 she knemknew uhenwhen she started the

editorial position the types of binding paper weights type

faces and other important things an editor should know

major changes some of the most major changes in

the looks of the magazine came about during these years from

1937 to 1945 the january 1939 edition announced some of

these changes

in line mithwith the policy of the relief society to
publish a superior magazine a number of neunew features
are inaugurated mithwith the january issue

we are the first magazine to our knowledgekno touledge use
neunewnem greenwhitegraengreen white paper called naturenatures tint this
special paper eliminates glares saves the eyes and makes
reading easier in ulemvieuview of the fact that the magazine

relief society magazine march 1944 p 169
Q A

statement by belle spafford personal interviewinter
july

ulamvieuwiam
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is used many times during the month in lesson morkwork and
visiting teaching and not always under the most
favorable lighting conditions uewe feel this special
eye ease paper will be greatly appreciated by our

subscribers
welie are also using a neunewnem electra type face which is

more legible and modern than the type uewe have used
previously uewe are informed uewe are using the only font
of this particular type in the intermountain territory

the january issue also inauguratesinauguratedinaugur aates nemneunowngunomnew cover
design whichmnich uewe believe miilwill add to tneane general attrac-
tiveness of the magazine

the general layoutlay ofout the agazinemagazinePl is being improved
by the use of distinctive title needsheedsheads and department
names and uewe are expecting to increase the number of
illustrations

the content of the magazine will receive the same
careful attention which has always characterized its
selection this together mithwith the improved physical
makeupmake shouldup give to our subscribers a magazine of
quality85quality

the

85

neunewnem cover described in the editorial maswas a half-
tone photographic cover enhanced with a deuneunewdemdew more modern

logo for the magazine in addition to the nemneunewdeuden type and the

neunewnem paper running heads at the top of the pages uedeweremede added

to make the reading easier another convenience came with

the addition of a notation on the top of each page stating

the name of the article in progress the month of the

magazinemagazin and the page numbernurrbernurenurrnupe headlinebedber types wenewereuedemene much

more varied and modern

though as stated in the editorial above the subject

matter didndian change much there was a sudden rush of modern

air into the pages of the book many of the same features
prevailed but mithwithnith a hint of the neunewnen times

conference reportreportsdeportsdeport uedeweremede still very complete at the

0 c
relief society magazine january 1959 ppap 42433424342 43433

carefulattention

didnt
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beginning of sister spaffords term but they diminished

during the marwarwadmad years after some conferences mereweremerowero left out

of the magazine completely due to their cancellation for

the marwarmaduanman the break in the conferences seemed to meke it
possible to cut out the long speeches covering page on page

of the publication in the late thirties and early forties
the conference reports merewereuedemede still published in full but

they mereweremenemele helped considerably by the breaking up quality
given them by photos of the events involved

notes from the field maswasnas also improved at this
time mithwith photographs of much better quality showing the

activities of the momenwomen jumping material became more

common as did good line drawingsdnadra olduingsmings moodwood cuts medeweremaremade gone

on the conference issue playmayhtaynay 1940 appeared the

first full color cover on the magazine it waewasmae of a field
of iris and according to sister spafford it maswas a terrible
disappointment to all the momenwomen since the color did not

turn out at all meiluellwellmellmeli the presses at the deseret nemsneusnews

press where the magazine maswas published medewereuede just not ready

for the innovating editor
in january 1943 the masthead listing the general

board and the editorial board maswas moved from the editorial
page to the page mithwith the table of contents three years

before the table of contents had been divided for the first
time into subject areas it maswas notednoteckotec on this front pcifjcj

of the magazine that the circulation maswas 57000
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the centennial one of the major considerations
during the time belle spafford maswas editor of the magazine maswas

the centennial of the relief society the periodical maswasmaewae

called on to push the drive for 300000 members for the

society by the 1942 anniversary there maswaswaemae a special

centennial edition of the magazine and some of the verse from

past years maswas collected and placed in a volume titled durour

legacy
one of the anniversaryanniversarysanniversarylsanniversar majorys contributions to the

relief societysocietsochet agazinemagazinePl maswas the annual short story contest

which started in 1942 in honor of the centennial A year

later it maswas announced that the spectacularly successful
centennaryCenten shortnary story contest would continue as the annual

contest running mithwith the eliza R snow poetry contest unichwhichmnich

wasnes by then drawing about 100 entries a year

unfortunately the centennial celebration itself waewasmasmae

never held because the first presidency had postponed all
large gatherings and unnecessary travel for the duration of the
wadwarearmad

the wanwartjanijanuan years feufew major changes in the contents of

the magazine came about in those years there maswasmes a series
of articles and editorials on the american indian and the

continued fight againtafaint liquor and tobacco As usual the

Pl agazine worked hard to sell itself through the conference

reports and other messages the honor roll maswas increasing

and in it appeared colored type for emphasis another tool

for selling the magazine and which later broadened its
scope into letters thotheto editor format called from

y
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near and far maswas an occasional illerfiller item called comments

from magazine readers

the usual current topics of interest unichwhichmnich had gone

through several name changoschanges became uomanswomanfshomansUoWoma spheremansnisnfs in

january 1943 mithwith an introduction unichwhichmnich read

with time womansmomanmoranmoranscomans sphere has expanded from the
primitive dugout to the whole intelligent universe in
todays world momanwomanworanmoran is laborer mechanic soldier
doctor lauyerlawyer scientist statesman nurse teacher
philosopher poet never has she had such power to
shape the destiny of men and nations god grant she may
use her strength miselywisely and kindly and justlyustiy in
helping to rebuild the shattered world 86

the old happenings column maswas discontinued in

october 1942 mithwith the death of the author of the page

annie weliswells cannon mhowho had gathered the nousnewsdousdoms bits about

momenwomen forforthethe magazine since 1931

the most blatant change of course came in the

editorial slant necessary for a wartime readership there
merewereuedemede a feufew changes that had to be made editorially in the

magazine but mrs spafford recalls that it maswas a task to

keep in mind the tremendous wartime stress of its readership

further the need maswas there to increase the marwarmacwadmad effort of the

momenwomen and to be guided by the priesthood

during those years there mereweremede many articles
and editorials used to keep up the courage of the women

many talks by the general authorities mengweremadgmang printed

and it maswas necessary to increase notes to the field

ibidbid january 1943 p 26

f
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because during the marwarmadwad there mereweremede not conferences at
which the information could be given for conducting the

relief society A typical marwarmanuan editorial appeared in may

1942

most individuals are becoming increasingly amadeawareemareewade
that mithwith the marwar changes are coming rapidly in every
phase of national life under marwarmac conditions adjustments
must be made by each individual as necessity arises
some people are caught up by uanwarman hysteria and are ready
immediately to relinquish all they have struggled for
and valued chileuhilewhile others are too complacent and do not
recognize the danger at hand As mothers it is
necessary for us to realize that eventually all must
sacrifice in this struggle but it is also imperative
if lasting human values are to be conserved for us to
decide miselywisely the adjustments and concessions to be made

counselor donna D sorensen mhowho wrote the edito-

rial outlined the things the mothers needed to be doing to

keep children and home together during the time of stress

it maswas necessary she counseled for momenwomen to be guiding

children rather than to be out working in industry she

encouraged them to stay home

this mothers day should find the mothers of the
church mithwith young children at home devoting their
energies to the proper upbringing of those children as
their most patriotic gesture in the uanwarmarmanmad 87

encouragement to momenwomen involved living in those hard

times maswas also an important duty of the magazine helen

spencer lliamswilliamsUi first counselor of the YUMIAYWMIA general

presidency wrote the first line of defense the home in

the october 1942 magazine

during these last ten months uewe have learned

87ibid871bid may 1942 ppap 336337336 337
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whichmnich spoke of the duties of

especially the younger momenwomen

tilthwithilith the call of young men of superior physical
fitness to the armed forces for defense of their country
against aggression there goes very naturally an obil
gation on the part of women to vie them all the aid and
comfort that is within their pomerpower properly to give
some of the younger momenwomen do this by enlisting as army
nurses others enlist in other branches of the service
where momenwomen can be most helpful in support of the
enlisted men all of this is a very necessary and
patriotic service whenuhen performed in maysways that contribute
not only to the physical welfare and morale of the men
but also uphold the highest standards of moral and
spiritual welfare

whileuhlie it may not be the destiny of every mumanwomanmoman
to become a ulfewife and mother to live worthy of mother-
hood in the highest arldandaridadd most sacred meaning of the term
is her proper destiny and road to enduring happiness

85

somehow to live in a wadwarmad

should not all LDS momenwomen do everything
within their pomerpower to help these young men to come out
of their severe and trying experiences as sound in
morals and religion as they merewerewenemene uhenwhen they entered the
service

any part in the creation or development of

ibid october 1942 p 679

me n

88

torn era parents know nounownom
that expressed bitterness and resentment against what
is cannot and millwillmili not keep families together and that
families must somehowsome inhounounom spite of present conditions
live in a state of normalcy with the changes which
have been brought about in family life mothers have
been called upon to assume a more important role than
ever before withillthilith serenity of spirit control of
emotions stoical bearing and a spiritual outlook a
nemneunew appreciation of family and home life miilwill grougrowgrom
girls boys young momenwomen and young men and even mature
madriedmarried sons and daughters are needing guidance and
understanding as they have never needed it before in the
history of this generation and parents must be co-
nstantly present and ready to provide this 88

milton bennion general superintendent of the desert
sunday school union wrote another excellent piece LDS11ld3

girls and women in LJantimewartimeartime
tilds



torntord

area check the magazine for statements which could cause

trouble sometimes items uedeweremedemengueng even clipped from the mag-

azine before shipping to germany or czechoslovakia or hungary or

ibid october 1943 ppap 6056066056069605 6069 650606gog

statement by c I1 IPicilct spafford personal interview
july 6 1972

saafspaf f oddord

86

successful lives is one of the greatest contributions
to religion 3989

uanwarwan measures and the magazine keeping up the

morale of people at home maswas only part of the problem of

the magazine during those world wanwarijar II11 days belle
spafford remembers that there uedeweremede obligations to the relief
society members in the marwarmad

home and thought about it she became

concerned about some of her statements in the article she

took it and showed it to the first presidency mhowho said they

mersweremerewenemene sure it should not be printed as it mouidwouldmould be harmful to

the saints abroad it never appeared in the magazine90Magazine

another

90

precaution taken during the marwarwadmad years

maswas having former mission presidents from the marwarmadwad

magaz i ne

891bid

90statement 13

69

torn countries of europe it waewasmasmae

necessary to be careful that nothing maswas printed and sent

into those nations that mouldwouldmouid harm the members mhowho medewereuede

to read it
one editorial sister spafford wrote maswas an excellent

one she felt president robison read it and said it maswasmaewae

the best piece the editor had ever writtenur butitten uhenwhenunen sister
spafford nentwent

891 bid
90
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one of the other nations involved

there uedeweremene of course marwarmad measures of economy at
home and the labor problems printing problems and paper

shortages that mereweremenewene prevaleprevalentpredale at that time had to be dealt
mithwith

labor problems at the deseret neusnewsnems press hurt the

magazine during early 1943 it became a problem to getyet the

periodical to the subscribers even within a month of the

time it maswas to be out sometimes ituasitwasetwas as much as a

month and a half late 72 finally a double issue uaspubwaspub

lisheddished inln june and july of 1943 mithwith the following notice
during the past several months each issue of the

relief society magazine has been late due principally
to conditions incident to the marwarmadwad every effort has
been made both by the general board and the press to
get the magazinemagNag backazine on schedule it has nounownom been
decided after carefulfareful consideration of all aspects of
the problem that the only sure means of accomplishing
this is to combine tuotwo issues of the magazine for this
reason the june and july numbers have been combined in
one larger issue which is only slightly smaller than the
tuotwo separate issues mouldwouldmouid have been uewe are sure our
subscribers willuillmillaill feel bhatthat the advantages of receiving

e magazine near the first of the month for which it is
issued will- more than offset the loss of the feufew pages
occasioned by the combination of this june and july
numbers unless nemneunew complications arise subscribers
may be assured of receiving all future numbers of the
magazine near the beginning of the month for which it is
dated93dated

appointment

93

of marianne C sharp in 1940 president

91 ibid
92 minutes april and may 1943
m relief society magazine junejulyjune 1943july p 364
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robison was replaced in the general presidency of the relief
society by amy bromnbrounbrown lyman automatically sister lyman

mhowho had for years contributed to the book became the

business manager the position traditionally held by the

president of the society
on november 18 1942 it maswas announced that belle

spafford had been appointed second counselor in the general

presidency in announcing her appointment the relief
society magazine ran an article by venaveraveda UW pohkmanpockmanPoh generalkman

secretary of the society unichwhichmnich stated
the nemneunewdewdeu counselor is qualified not only as an

educator but also possesses a sense of sound admi-
nistrative procedure which mithwith her first hand knowl-
edge of homhouhownom the society operates in the waddswards and stakes
miilwill be a valuable asset in her neunewnem position

under the editorship of belle S spafford the relief
society magazine has continued to serve the purpose for
which it maswas established and has upheld its standards
of accuracy and excellence in the interest of accuracy
of content belle has meticulously checked facts and has
edited mithwith a viemvieuviewulemwiem of achieving the utmost clarity and
meaning whileenileenlie preserving the style of the uriterswritersudiuri ters

december 1942 ppap 825826825 826

& in the difficult position of editor belle has
uonwonnonmon and maintained the approval of both the readers of

R lagzinelagainelag andzineazine the writersmdiuri shetensters has shounshown good judge
ment in the selection of prose poetry and fiction
recognizing and encouraging writers mithwithnith ability uhliewhileuhila
meeting the particular reading interests of the mothers
of the church and maintaining the magazine in its primary
purpose as the official periodical of the relief society
she is known and respected among local and church writers
both the beginners and the experienced for her discrim-
inating judgementjud ofgement their morkwork and for her frankness
and genuine helpfulness in criticizing their mockwork and
suggesting needed revisions 4

not long after sisler spafford maswas appointed to the

general presidency it maswas announced she mouidwouldmould be helped in
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the duties by an assistant editor marianne C sharp then

in the october 1943 magazine it maswaswaemae announced that mrs

sharp mhowho maswas also a member of the general board mouldwouldmouid

become the associate editor it maswasmae then stated
mrs sharp has a fine intellect discriminating

judgementjud andgement excellent literary taste she is sensitive
to the reading interests of and needs of latter day
saint momenwomen and meticulous in the preparation of
magazine material she is willing to morkworkmonk long and hard
to maintain high standards of excellence J

these qualities ascribed to her by amy brounbrownbromn lyman

as melluellwellmeilmeli as the years of experience mithwith belle spafford wedewereuhreuede

to stand marianne sharp in good stead for in 1945 uhenwhennhen

belle spafford became president of the relief society mrs

sharp became editor of the magazine

95 ibid october 1943 ppap 613614613 614
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chapter 8

194519701945

uhenwhenunen

1970

belle spafford was named to be general president

of the relief society she maswas encouraged to keep the editor-
ship of the magazine mrs sharp said tat president1

spafford refused to take the credit for the work she knew

she mouldwouldmouid not be doing so mithwithnith the admonition of the first
presidency to guard the doctrine of the church by having the

editor in the general relief society presidency she

appointed marianne C sharp as both her counselor and as the
97editor of the magazine

the end of the marwarmad era the nemneunew editor and the neunew

president both started their tenures at the end of horlduorldworld aaruarwarwad

II11 the magazine though past some of the main problems of

the devastating conflict still had things to contend with

but there maswasnas optimism for the future according to mrs

spaffordsSp talkaffords in conference october 1945

the relief society magazine has given us pronounced
concern during the marwarmadwad years government restrictions
on paper increased printing and engraving costs labor
problems both at the printing offices and in our ounown

statement96 by marlannenriannecarlannearianneharMar CianneLannelande sharp personal interviewinter

july

yieuvieuyiem

b 1971

statement by bellebeile spafford personal interviewinter
july
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I1 am thrilled to inform you that all during
the wadwarmarmad uewe merewereuedemede able to hold our meetings regularly
every meekweek the sisters are working together in love and

n a
relief society magazine december 1945 ppap 725-

726

100loo

91

department have caused us many troubled hours moreover
the magazine has never seemed of greater importance to us
being the major medium through mnichwhich the general board
has been able to reach local officers and the relief
society membership thetinetite circulation has increased from
55500 in 1941 to 73000 as of july 1945 this splendid
increase in circulation has been the main factor in
enabling us to maintain the 1.00100 subscription price
uewe are nounow pleased to announce to you that government
paper restrictions are lifted and beginning mithwith the
november issue the magazine will add eight pages c

at that time over 70 per cent of the relief society
momenwomen uedewereneremede subscribing to the magazine

not only was it necessary in those first post wadwar

years to make advancements again in the magazine but it
maswas also necessary to use its pages to establishreestablishre contact

mithwithnith the sisters in the lands mnichwhichunich had been out of touch

for so long notes from the field uedeweremede soon filled mithwith

notes of houhowhom the european sisters had fared during the co-
nflict one such note came in the february 1946 issue from

maria R speidel president of the stuttgart district relief
society rfff the german mission unowhomno wrote

may uewe you sisters in the gospel from across the
eaterswaters from auaramar borntorn world greet you and ulshwishmish upon you
our heavenly fathers choicestchoichol blessingscastcost

the past five years have been difficult ones and uewe
have become very humble our trust in the lord and our
testimony of his church have been our pillar of strength
he has kept us mericfullymeric fully some of us have lost all
our earthly possessions every tangible thing ever dear
to us and unenuhenwhen uewe say it is better to malkualkwalkmaik mithwith god in
the darkness than without him in the light uewe know
whereof uewe speak

98
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uewe are looking forward to the time uhenwhenunen uewe shall be
privileged once more mithwith a representative from hea-
dquarters

92

harmony hardships have brought about a closer under-
standing

on september 30 1945 uewe held our belated spring
conference

the coming minterwinterminted millwillmiil be a most difficult one uewe

are short of everything but uewe mantwant to feel that the
trials of today are but preparing us for the blessings
of tomorrowtomor withdouroudom joy uewe sing the songs of zion and put
our trust in the lord he mabethmaketh all things uell99well99

the pages of the magazine itself uedeweremede filled mithwith

nemsneusnewsdewsdeus of the societytssocietysocietys marwarmadwadts relief efforts

editorial policy established As hrsmrs sharp looks

back over the years of service as editor she sees belle
spafford as a great help and a guiding light perhaps it
maswas the guidance of the former editor mhowho remembered her

instruction on editorial policy that made mrs sharp publish

a firm editorial policy in the january 1946 issue

suggestions to contributors

editorial policy welietie reserve the right to edit all
accepted manuscripts according to the needs of the
magazine where the changes are slight the contributor
miliwillmill notnofbof be contacted regarding them holeverhoueverhoweverHo wheremeueruevermewer
more important changes may be necessary the author will
be consulted uheneverwheneveruh thisenever is possible

uewe do not solicit reprints and uewe publish material
of this type only by special arrangements therefore
do not send us material of any kind which has been
published or is in the hands of a publisher

payments are made on publication and due to over
stocked files no promises can be made as to uhenwhen
accepted manuscripts uliiwill be published if an author
misheswishes to have a manuscript which has been accepted and
is being held for publication returned he should
request this to be done and enclose postage for return
of the manuscript

Ibiibid 9
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seasonal material should reach us four to six months
prior to publication date

uewe cannot offer detailed criticism of rejected man-
uscripts

parationpreparationcaration of manuscripts manuscripts should be
typed double spacedtfi odesones sideide only of regulation 8
x 11 paper authors are asked to retain carbon copies
of all manuscripts submitted to the relief society
magazine

for submitting manuscripts it is convenient for
authors to use envelopesedveenveedue oflopus tuotwo sizes the larger
envelope for the outgoing manuscript and the smaller
envelope bearing the uriteswriters name and address for
return of manuscript incase it is not accepted
envelopes designated in the stationersstationerystation tradeers as no 8
and no 9 are suitable for poems and short manuscripts
for stories and longer articles 6 x 9 and 6 x 9

envelopes may be used
adequate postage should be provided for both out-

going and return envelopes manuscripts which must
aluaysalwaysaldays be sent first class require for the united
states canada and mexico three cents for each ounce
or fraction thereof

correct spelling paragraphing and punctuation are
definite aids in the acceptance of a manuscript

all factual material should be carefully checked for
accuracy

current needs stories preferably short stories
between 1500 and 3000 wordsmonds serials of eight to ten
chapters of about 2000 woddswords each for serials submit
at first only chapters one and tuotwo and an outline of the
remainder

articles from 500 to 1500 mondswords material should
filloufolloufollow a definite outlineou nithwithliinecline an interesting beginning
and a logical sequence

poetry of definite pattern in stanza form and
meter since many of our poems are used as fillers uewe
can more readily accept short poems 4124 lines12 than
longer contributions the use of archaic words
inversions and contractions should be avoided

photographs glossyglassy white and black size 8 x 10
suitable for cover or frontispiece

there merewerewecemece nemneunew rules necessary for the publishing of

notes from the field as uellwellmeilueli these mareweremedemade printed in the

october 1946 magazine

this section of the magazine is reserved for narra

ibid january 1946 p 43
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tive reports and pictures of relief society activities
in the stakes and missions its purpose is threefold

1 to provide a medium for the exchange of ideas and
methods for conducting relief society work unichwhichmnich have
proved successful in some organizations and which may
be helpful and stimulating to others 2 to recognize
outstanding or unique accomplishments of relief society
organizations 3 to note the progress of relief
society morkwork in various parts of the world it is
recognized that personal accounts of individuals unowhomhomno
have long served relief society or mnowhouno have otherwiseothe
distinguished

ruisedulse
themselves are always of great interest

but the space available for notes from the field is
so limited in relation to the number of stakes and
missions that it must be reserved for reports on the
wonkworkmork of the organization rather than that of individuals

waddswards and branches desiring to submit reports for
publication in notes from the field are requested to
send them through the stake or mission presidents it
often happens that one or tuotwo mandswardsmardemande or branches in a
stake or mission ailluillwill send reports on special activities
which are being conducted on a stake uldewidemide or mission
uldewidemide basis and in such instances it mouidwouldmould be to the
advantage of the stake or mission to have the report
cover the entire activity in the same issue of the
magazine mithwith all participating wandswardsmands and branches
representedrepresefted

lihenwhentihenuhen narrative reports are submitted mithwith or without
accompanying photographs the name of the stake and uardwardmaddmedd
or mission and branch should be given together mithwithnith
the title of the activity reported the date and other
pertinent data including the name address and
position of the person making the report

pictures which are submitted for publication can be
used only if they are clear and distinct and will make
good cuts for reproduction black and white glossy
prints reproduce most satisfactorily pictures should
have the followingfolfoi informationlouing written clearly on the
back

name of stake and marduardwardwaddmadd or mission and branch
title of picture stating the activity represented
or the urposepurposeurmose of meeting of the group
date picture was taken
name address and position in relief society of
person submitting bhethe picture
identification of persons in the picture should be

made on the reverse side names should be given from
left to right written clearly and spelled correctly
the given names of the momenwomen should be used not their
husbands names for instance sarah D erickson not
mrs james erickson

p
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the positions of thathsth3 executive officers president
counselors and secretary treasurer should always be
listed mithwith their damesnamesna

if
n3s

the photograph has reference to somsomesode particular
activity such as sewing visiting teaching etc

touldbould

nbsns

the
namesnamasnameb of the leaders and tasirthsirth positionbirbin should also be
listed

material submitted for notes from the field shouldiould
be addressed to the general secretary treasurer of
relief society 28 bishopbishops building salt lake city
utah101utai101UtahUtaiutal

along
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mithwith the short items and pictures of the women

involved in relief society worknorkmork the notes uedeweremede edited

mithwithnith outlinescut tolinesiines the photographs ubichwhich added coto a still more

professional magazine

the price goesgoas upipu but

magazinetmagazinetsMagazinmagazinesMagaz

the

sineT

improvements

editorial

on

side

the

needed support from the business

side the marwarmacwac had taken a heavy financial toll in 1947

the editorial board sent a letter o0 the first presidency

asking to raise the price of the magazine reasons for the

change merewereuedamera itemized this letter may be found in appendix
p 102
L

in thath3 may 1947 issue the notes to the field
reported the approval of the change

notwithstanding the loyalty of relief society momenwomen
throughout the church dhowhomho have made the phenomenal
increase in magazine subscriptions which noj total over
83000 the general bordboardbo rdardaddidd finds it necessary as of july
1 1947 to increase the annual subscription price from

1 to 1.50150

ibid october 1946 p 685
i n 9

minutes march 5 1947 ppap 217219217 219
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83000v
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a e the general board regrets having to take this
action since the subscription price of the official
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publication of the society has been maintained at 1

per year since 1889 0

appointment of vesbavesta P cramfordcrawfordaufordCr in october 1947

vesta pierce amfordcrawfordaufordCr unowhomno had acted as editorial secretary
to mrs sharp for tuotwo years maswas appointed associate editor
mrs sharp wrote of ner at that time

vesta is richly endowed mithwith creative pomerspowers as a
writer of both poetry and prose it maswas a happy dis-
covery to find that these gifts merewereuedemede combined mithwith a
capacity for hard methodical work and a care for

a combination but rarely joined10joined104joined
mrs

10104

aufordcrawfordamfordCr had uonwonnonmon many of the contests sponsored

by the relief society magazine and maswas onan hand to watch

several of the growthgrouth spurts in the poetry and short
story departments it had often been said of the magazine

that the fiction maswas didactic and saccrinesac hercrine taste
along mithwith that of the editor helped move away from that
sort of material As a barninguarningwarning of this move the agazinemagazine

published the follouingfollowingfolfoi inlouing relation to the 1948 short story

contest
many ofdf the stories submitted in the 1947 contest

emphasized the moral theme to the detriment of tha
quality of the stories it is suggested that the
authors try to improve the literary craftsmanship of
their submissions in future contests by paying particularp3rticular
attention to character portrayal and plot developmentdevelop
and

mantment
to the fine details of mordurdwordmodd usage and sentence

structure ub

relief society magazineMagazin may 1947 p 326

ibid january 1948 p 17

bidibid august 1949 p 527
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I1 have found that the magazine literary
standards are high and that its makeupmake ranksup mithwith
leading magazines I1 have heard publishers comment on
this I1 am proud to have my morkwork in it and feel that
it goes all over the world to thetha most select audience
that could be found the latter day saints and not just
momenwomen eitherelther I1 have found that many men read the
magazinamagazine mithwith interestint I1erestenestedest do not feel that any better
poetry is published anywhere than is published in the
relief society magazine06maqazine06Magazine

thus

06

it maswas that for momenwomennomen like alice morrey bailey

and vesta pierce amfordcrawfordaufordCr the magazinemagMaU maswasazineazide offering a

creative outlet the outlet maswas enlarged mithwith the start in

1948 of an annual short story issue published each april

bid november 1531953 p 728
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the contribution to the writer onoonepne of the long-

time contributors to the magazine aniandant a mamanmomanudman whose name

maswas frequently seen on the top of lists of minnerswinners of the

societysocietys contests maswas alice morrey baileydaileyballey mrs bailey

found the relief society magazine a great help to her

writinguriting and in the relief society conferenceCor septemberference
30 1948 talked about the writersudiurimdi vieuviewulemviemteis of the magazinesmagazine

contribution
twelve years ago I1 camecamscama to salt lake city determined

to do something about my ambition to become a writer I1

studied short story and poetry and joined groups that
gave me help eventuallyventu I1allyaily took some of my poems to
the editor of the relief society magazine unowhomno was thnth3nthan
sister spafford

it mouldwouldmouid be difficult to tell you houhow timid I1 felt
full of hope one minute and overwhelmed withmith fear the
next I1 kn3ukn3wknau nounowdoudomdow that this maswas a very unprofessional
approach to a magazine but sister spafford maswasmaewae very
patient and kind mithwith me and took the trouble to look
at my morkworkmonkwonk and evaluate it

I1 left her office mithwith an understanding of the needs
of the magazine and mithwith the faith that I1 could produce
morkwork that filled them

E
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other offerings of the magazinhaqazineHaq theazine late forties
sausawsam not only a development as a creative outlet but also an

educational outlet for the mamenwomenmomen of the church the edito-

rials continued strong and inspiring on a female level

there uedeweremede speeches in almost every issue reprinted from the

talks given by the general authorities at the relief society

conference by nomnounow all that maswas left of the old lengthy

reports of the conferences merewerenere the main talks of the top

leaders the report of the president and the printing of

special talks throughout the yeadyear

the magazine maswas still crusadingtoocrusading thetoo nemnejnew causes

uedeweremede there not the stamping out of rickets or the uanwarmarman

against flies but the eradication of polio and cancer

reprints from information compiled by the foundations fight-
ing these diseases uedeweremede the only reprints allowed from

sources outside the church

the old letters from readers wenewereuedemedemene rounded up and

made a regular feature in the april 1948 issue from

near and far maswas the heading of the column ubichwhich maswas usually

placed at the back of the magazine in the piece uedeweremede

letters from readers all over the world and bits of infor-

mation concerning people mithwith whom the aqazineplaqazineagazine readers had

become familiar
the old honor roll which had for so long taken up

much of one of the spring issues recounting the successes

of theflipbilebhe ptemhorsppternhtprseistisui hagNaghaqmagazineazine campaign mes reduced in size in

e
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it is mithwith sincere regret that uewe nounowdoudom find it
necessary because of the ever increasing number of
relief societies and the limited space in the magazine
to limit the honor roll listing in the magazine

it millwillmili no longer be possible to include in the
honor roll the names of waddswards and brancesbranchsbranc thehs generalge
board

terailedal
miilwill send to the stakes and mission their

respective honor rolls unichwhichmnich millwillmili list the waddswards and
branches achieving seventy five per cent or more of
their enrollment and the general board miilwill recognize
wandswardsmands and branches in the stakes at the annual relief
society iventions107conventions17Conventionsco

after

17
the serious topics dwelt upon during the

depression and the marwarmadmal these postmanpostwarpost marwarmaduanman years in the magazine

uedeweremedewenemene refreshingly different the fiction as has been

mentioned maswas improved and expanded the articles dealt
increasingly mithwith the food handicrafts and home improve-

ments which had been so popular in the magazine in its
earlier days of course the lessons remained a vital part

of the publication
one popular feature which appeared in the early

years of mrs sharpssharpy editorship showed elderly relief
society womenmomenmomanwoman and their hobbies oneons of these features waewas

on an immensely popular figure in the church jessie evans

smith

sister jessie evans smith ulfewife of president joseph
fielding smith of the council of the twelvetualvetwalve is widely
knowdknownknoud for her beautiful contralto voice and for her
graciousness in sharing this gift mithwith others many are
surprised to learn that sister smith also finds time for
several interesting andaridaddarld useful hobbies particularly
various types of needlework

in the living room of sister smithes apartment is a
beautiful maroon rug that maswas movenwoven on a frame and looks

107 ibidbid april 1955 p 2431071bid1071
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like an oriental sister smith used her ounown original
design and her ounown color scheme of gold brounbrownbromn blue
and fuchsia on the maroon background

A lovely needlepoint screen purchased in france and
stamped only in black and white maswas made by sister
smith in soft colors of her oudounownomd choosing she has many
other articles of needlepoint and petit point and has
crocheted three tablecloths tuotwo bedspreads and five
afghans

her latest achievement is a beautiful and unusual
quilt after observing a quilt from pieces of girlsgirls1
silk dresses mithwith a feufew menmens ties mixed in she con
trived the idea of making a quilt entirely of men ties
with this is mind she started collecting ties from
male members of the tabernacle choir

another special feature at this time maswas the intro-
duction of short essaysessaye soft and feminine about the

momanwomans world caroline eyring wrote some particularparticularity
beautiful ones these essays as uellwellmelimellueli as the hobby section
stayed on mithwith notes to the field notes from the field

as regular features
of the magazine until its demise during these years it maswas

tradition for the january issue to announce the contest

minnerswinnersuinmin theners june edition to have the contest announcement

and the april number to carry short stories the first three

monthsmothsyrothsy issues carried the three short story contest winners

and the december issue waewasmasmae for conference reports the

yearly statistical summaries and the honor roll came in may

the tradition of a christmas madonna on the cover or in the

magazine maswas carried out in the december issue

t clinicscliticspolitics and the r uizineui notinezinelne since the sting of
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defeat in the repeal of prohibitioprohibition had the relief society

mixed much in politics patriotism during the marwarmaduanman

provided enough editorials as did post marmad relief so

that during mrs spaffordsspafford tenure as editor the magazine

maswas relatively free of editorials shaped by the world outside
but by 1952 the editorial board felt it necessary to call
the momenwomen to care enough to vote

thetha relief society general board through the relief
society publication the relief society magazine takes
this opportunity to call to the attention of allaltailaliait latter
day saint momenwomen mhowho are united states citizens the
obligations for each momenwomenmoren to study the issues of the day
the characters and actions of those aspiring to office
and their uleusviews on the issues and then make sure sheshsohssh is3

registered and votes on election day november 4 1952
in line mithwithnith her findings 109

then in march 1953 the magazine ran an editorial
on the inauguration of president dwight D eisenhouereisenhower in

octobers near and far the followingfolfoi reportlouing came

the followingfolfoi exchangelouing of letters regarding the
editorial dwight D eisenhouereisenhower inaugurated president of
the united states march1953March by1953 vesta P aufordcrawfordCr
will be of interest to readers of the magazine

dear mrs eisenhowereisenhousrfisenhower I1 am sending you the march
1953 issue of the relief society magazine which is a
monthly magazine published by the laterlatter day saints
relief society and in chichuhichwhich there is a magnificent
editorial entitled dwightdwight D eisenhowereisenhouer inaugurated
president of the united states

the white house washington DC dear mrs
ullieswilles mrs eisenhouereisenhower has asked me to thank you for
your letter and for the copy of the march 1953 relief
society magazine she appreciates your thoughtfulness
in calling her attention to the editorial mrs
eisenhouereisenhower is putting the article in her scrapbook and
thinks it maswas very kind of you to send it to her

1 1c ibid october dailldlill p 644
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this brings you mrs eisenhouereisenhoueseisenhowersEisenelsenbisen besthomeshouesnomes misheswishes mary
jane mccaffree secretary to mrs eisenhouereisenhower 11011110tillo

another state event that maswas noted in the magazine

the coronation of elizabeth II11 mithwith a long article
printed in may 1953 from near and far columns for some

time after expressed the appreciation of the commonwealth

sisters for that piece

other editorial features during the fifties there

uedeweremede several series of articles which along mithwith the tradi-
tional relief society serial story kept the readers

involved one of these series of articles maswas by early

candlelight a group of articles discussing the modermoderrv con-

veniences and furniture of the pioneers another described

each of the churchschurches missions and gave recipes from them

in the late 1950 the magazine began printing the be honest

with yourself series of short essays distributed throughout

the church progress on the erection of the relief society

building maswas a constant source of material as uellwellmelimellmeil

format changaschanges the magazine though still looking

much as it had at first waewasmas beginning to move touardtoward moder-

nization during the 1950 tuotwo column material became

increasingly frequent in the periodical logos over the

different columns uedeweremaramadamede more and more dignified and fresh

looking uhliewhile there maswas better type and greater variety of

minutes march 6 1957

1

1950s
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illustrations the photographs modewereuedemede becoming excellent
mithwith sister sharpy editorial policy of using only the best

photography color maswas more prevalent as the duotoneduo

color

tone

used on the cover became part of the advertising on

the inside cover pages

in 1952 near and far maswas moved to the front of

the magazine and the birthday greetings whichunichmnichthich had become part

of it meroweremeremede moved to the back this feature honoring the

oldest sisters in the church became the traditional last
page of the magazine in the early IQGOs notes to the

field and notes from the field
azine

1
1 wenewereuedemedemene also given permanent

locations near the front of the book

full color came to the magazine in 1956 mithwith the

december issue reporting on the dedication of the relief
society building the cover showed the completed building

and inside there uedeweremedemeromedo color photos of the first presidency

the general presidency and pictures of many of the rooms of

the long awaited building the edition maswas successful in

showing the sisters a mayuay from saltsait lake what their building maswas

like

raisraiserals in pliceprice in 1957 the relief society general

board again recognized that their magazinmagazine was not doing as

uellwellmelimellmeil financially as it could be the price had been kept to

150 longer than had the price of any other church publi-

cation but the seven thousand dollar per year profit was notn

111iliiii
ot

a safe enough operating level

ihrelief111reliefIH111 societyRelief magazine september 1957 p 600
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in september the announcement of the price raise
came

the general board has consistently maintained the
relief society magazine subscriptions at the lowest
possible figure as it feels that eweryevery relief society
member should be a subscriber howeverHo increasedmeveruever
costs of publishing the magazine in the past ten years
nounowdoudom make it imperative that the subscription price be
raised from 1.50150 to 2 per year 112

in 1970 the price of a years subscription mentwent up

to 2.50250

color comes to the magazine in january 1959 the

followingfolfoi announcementlouing maswas found in the magazine

the general board of relief society calls attention
to the use of four colors on the covers of the relief
society magazine this feature maswas initiated in november
1958 mithwith the use of the plaque in the relief society
building the same picture which maswas used for the program
of the relief society general conference in december
a reproduction of the lovely painting the rest on the
flight into egypt by gerard david maswasmaewae used as the
cover for the magazine

beginning mithwith this issue january 1959 the missions
of the continental united states miilwillulliulii be represented by
cover pictures in four colors followingeolFol thelouing plan
commenced in january 1956 featuring the foreign mission
the spanish speaking missions and the southwest indian
mission each of the other missions in the continental
united states miliwillulli be represented by cover picturespic intyres
four colors A brief history of each mission mithwith
illustrations will be presented and recipes from each
mission niliwillnilluliiulli be featured lio113lloily

the color mentwent to the inside of the magazine in 1962

the relief society general board is happy to announce
that color miilwillulliulii be introduced in future issues of the
relief society magazine beginning in the march issue
the webb offset printing press installed by the deseret

1121bidhbidobidabid1121 januarybid 1959 p 33

1131bidhbidobidabid1131 januarybid 1962 p 27
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nemsneusnews press makes this possible but necessitates
trimming slightly the margin width of the magazine

the general board is also pleased to announce that
eight additional pages millwillulii be added to each issues of
the magazine beginning in february114february11February

going

11114

to color had not been as easy as it might seem

for the bazinemagazineqazine for years the deseret neusnewsneueneme press whichuhlon

printed the periodical had no trouble fitting its compact

size onto the presses and the momenwomen of the church had no

trouble fitting the small book into their purses uhenwhen the

neunewnem color facilities merewere available the press approached

the relief society general board on the possibility of

increasing the format of the book to the larger size used

by the other church publications A lengthy discussion

followed but the general board minutes december 13 1961

finally reported that it mouidwouldmould not be necessary to enlarge

the book to a less convenient size if the top bottom and

side margins are trimmed by one fourth inch there mouldwouldmouid be

no decrease in editorial space and the nemneunew dimensions mouidwouldmould

make it possible to have inside color furthermore the dewneunewdeu

printing process maswas to make it possible to save 26000 per

year on the magazine for the first time an artist could

be hired on a full time basis and it maswas possible to add

eight pagesppges the offset press at deseret neusnewsnaus press gave

the relief society magazine much more than color

the christmas editions menaweremeda especially sparked mithwith

114viinutes114minutes114 decemberMinutes 13 1961

eliefrelief society magazine december 1959 p 805
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the second amardauardaward was announced in 1964

the relief society magazine for march 1964 received
the mead amardauardaward of3faf merit given by the mead paper company
of dayton ohio for excellence in editorial content
illustrations color reproductions and printing

haqhag azineazide
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the addition of color and the magazine began turning out one

of their four full color inserts per year at the time uhenwhen

christmas gifts and decorations uedeweremede most on the readers
minds howeverHo theuever use of spot color maswaswaemae not as successful
at first as maswas the use of full color it took a long term

of experimentation mithwith line drawingsdra duotonesduouingsmings andtones color

blocks before they looked regestereregisteredregistere and neat on the pages

but the addition of the artist made up in many maysways for the

sloppy look at first the relief society magazine had gone

modern and soon even the color contributed to the overallover

effect
all

of a very neatly brightly and colorfully made up

magazine

the excellence of the color and the content of the

magazine did not go unnoticed outside the church tuotwo top

awards uedeweremede given the magazine for its efforts to boost its
quality

the first maswas announced in december 1959

the highest amardauardawardawandamand for quality of colored magazine
covers maswas awarded to the relief society magazine by the
simpson lee paper company trseptemberTR 1959septembeSeptemberseptembre the auardawardamard
was granted in recognition of the beautiful december
1958 covedcovercower the rest on the flight into egypt from a
painting by gerard david

specifically the auardawardamard states uewe doubt if any
other religious denomination surpasses the church of

bid september 1 p jb
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jesus christ of latter day saints in the quality and
extent of its use of the printed page in maintaining
contact mithwith its members the relief society magazine
is an outstanding example mithwith its excellenexcellentexcelledex itorialeditorialcellencelien
content verninggoverningvenningco a uldewidemide variety of subjects and charm-
ing illustrations among the many fineinefidelne articles in the
march issue one of the most interesting to those of us
engaged in the graphic arts maswas the story about painting
withilithillth glass this is a fascinating description of
feminine creative talent versatility and enterprise
that blazed neunewnaunam trails 117

the magazine in spanish one of the most important

announcements ever carried in its magazine came for the

relief society in june 1966 through an article by elder
G romney of the council of the twelve it stated

today the spanish speaking relief society members
constitute the greatest number next to the english
speaking members

As you know the leaders of the missions have had
access to the magazine for many years and have sent to
relief society membersmemb7rs in bulletin form many of the
articles and suggestions as uellwellmailmaiiueli as the lessons nomnounowrourom
at length the spanish speaking sisters have the
privilege of having the magazine printed in the spanish
language especially that they may use it in doing their
part in caring for the poor and saving souls

in addition to thelessonsthe andlessons the helps found in the
magazine there are many literary artistic and pra-
ctical articles designed to improve our minds and
beautify our homes 9 as stated in a letter announcing
the first publication of the magazine

tical
B

the neunewnem edition maswas translated by the church trans-

lation department and then printed and sent to the relief
society magazine offices housed in the relief society

building there a girl mithwith some knowledgekno ofuledge spanish

mouldwouldmouid dummy the pages and end them to the printer
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though there uedeweremede never a great many contributions
from the spanish speaking sisters there uedeweremede successful

extensions of the relief society contests and the magazine

maswas in general tremendously popular by the end of the

magazine inin 1970 there merewere 7000 subscribers to the

spanish edition

A nemneunew contest the success of the poetry and short
story contests for whichmnich the prize money had become quite

respectable by 1969 spurred an interest in a relief society
song contest unichwhichmnich maswas announced in october 1968 the first
three minnerswinners mereweremera chosen from 223 entries and along mithwith

the sixty dollars first prize and forty dollars second

came the opportunity for the works to be performed at relief
society conference

the blossomingbloss Asoming the end of the relief society

magazine came members of the church of course not knowing

the end naswas to be so soon had begun to realize the greatness

of the little book in its ounownonn pages speeches and articles
spoke out telling of the miracles it wrought and discussing

the morthworth of it
daniel H ludlow associate professor of religion at

brigham young university spoke to the relief society con-

ference october 9 1958 un the real worth of the relief
society magazine he staled that the publication indeed

filled the criteria of huihuihuiiuihefiiq i magazineigazin63 of morthworthmortn by devel

unnicunnijopiiij 1 a testimony of tinthl gospel 2 an ability to serve
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husband and children 3 an understanding of improving the

health and welfare of the family and 4 the development of

the individual talents he concluded his praises mithwith

the objective of the church and of the relief
society is to prepare a people to live mithwith christ on
the earth during the millennium and to live mithwith god in
the celestial kingdom in the eternities to come what a
wonderful goal and achievement of this goal 11

in march 1964 the followingfolfoi letterlouing appeared in

from near and far
my eighnorneighboreighbor mhowho maswaswaemae ill in the hospital asked for

something nemneunew and different to read I1 took her the
relief society magazine smallsmail and easy to handle and
mithwithnith a very colorful cover she naswas delighted and read
it immediately then the night nurse sausawsam it lying on
the bed and asked what kind of magazine it maswas and if
she might read it my neighbor told her she maswas melcomewelcome
to read the magazine but to be sure to return it the
next night the nurse returned it she had especially
enjoyed the stories and recipes uhenwhenunen my neighbor meswas
being brought home from the hospital the momanwomanwodan unowhomno maswas
taking her home asked to read the magazine she liked
the stories and poems all this created an interest in
the church and the momanwoman mhowho took my neighbor home from
the hospital is to be baptized at our next baptism day
lets every one of us be a missionary 1

june 1964s issue carried an article my english

textbook by martha wyelandljyelandnyeland paulsen mnichwhich described an oft

told tale in relief society magazine history
whenuhenwhan I1 maswas nineteen years of age the opportunity

came to me to join tuotwo sisters and a brother in salt
lake city utah in smedensweden I1 had what maswas considered a
good position mithwith the telephone company I1 came here
not knowing the language and could not hope for the same
I1 maswas employed mithwith a lovely family here I1 learned the
american mayuayway of life for which I1 have always been grate-
ful I1 maswas paid 3 a meekweek on this I1 had to take
care of my ounown needs and also start saving to bring a
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younger sister here from smedensweden
I1 could not afford books to satisfy the desire for

reading that my parents had given me

the first sunday I1 maswas in salt lake city some
friends came to visit one of them brought mithwith him a
stack of funny papers spreading some of them out on
the floor he said comelome here martha this is a good
mayuayway to start learning a neunewnem language later that
evening my sister said we have come here for the sake
of the gospel you miilwill never learn about the gospel or
the english language through the funny papers uhywhybuhy not
learn about the gospel at the same time you are learning
a neunewnem language my sister brought out a feufew relief
societysocietsochet magazines together uewe looked through them
she told me aboutabouuaboud the lesson department I1 knemknew this
maswas the plan my mother mouidwouldmould mantwant me to follow the
relief society magazine became my english textbook

many a lonely night I1 sat mithwith a swedish

nothing worthwhile is accomplished without hard work
it maswas hard morkworkwonkmonk it maswas discouraging morkwork and my

whole heart had to be in it if I1 wanted to succeed As
time progressed little by little I1 understood more of
the wonderful truths they seemed to fit into my life
the mayuayway I1 wanted my lielifeilelleeilee to be more than anything I1
wanted a testimony of the truthfulness of the gospel I1
never doubted my paentstparentspaen teachingstsTtsi I1 wanted to know
through my ounown efforts

sometimes uhenwhen homesickness and discouragement nearly
overtook me I1 gained strength reading about the pioneers
I1 thought what maswas it about those wonderful people that
made it possible for them to endure all their hardships
it maswas not wealth it maswas not knowledgekno particularlyuledge
except the knouledgeknowledgekno ofuledge god I1 came to realize it maswas
the testimony the testimony in their hearts of the
truth of the gospel and the divinity of the mission of
the prophet joseph smith this maswas the light that led
them and made it possible to endure all things

true I1 had no wilderness to fight no mob violence
to meet but there merewere other battles to be uonwonmod a neunewnem
language to meet the challenge of life amayaway from home
and parental guidance in a strange land soon I1 found
myself looking forward to the evenings uhenwhenunen I1 could sit
and read the relief society magazines they became my

friends my counselors my advisors they uedeweremede good
company and kept me from feeling so alone the magazine
met so many of my needs some day I1 uantedwantedcanted to marry
have a family be a good homemaker besides learning
about the gospel through the magazine here uedeweremede tested
recipes sewing suggestions budget planning

reading from this book I1 came upon this familiar

ma azine
english

dictionary and my relief society magazine remembering
what my father used to say every man morthworthmortn his salt
ulliwillulii have hardships to meet and temptations to battle

agaaineszinesalnes
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statement the women of yesterday thought and thought
and then spent while the momenwomen of today spend and spend
and then think

I1 remember the first time I1 made cornbreadcorn frombread a
recipe in the magazine I1 really felt proud and happy
uhenwhen the lady I1 corkeduorked for said it maswas very good did
you bring this recipe from smedenswedensuededSu I1edeneded had never heard
of cornbreadcorn beforebread I1 waewasmae so thrilled uhenwhenunen she asked
me for a copy I1 writing english

sometimes learning a nemneunewdeudem language can have its
humorous sides I1 remember the time I1 had tried a recipe
from the magazine chicken a la king

satanussatanfs

one day as I1
maswas ualkingwalkingbalking to my sisters I1 walked by a house mithwith a
sign in the mindomwindow which said chicken pox chicken
a la king chicken pox where maswas the difference any-
way it must be good and homemade having a sign in the
window it mouidwould be much fun to surprise my sister mithwith
something good after the sweet lady had explained to
me what chicken pox maswas uewe both had a good laugh 21

T bowring woodbury former president of the british
mission outlined some of the influences of the relief
society magazine as followsfolfoi

uewe

lousloms

see satan influence everywhere on the earth
uewe see it particularly in the magazines of the horlduorldworld
where pornography is not only commonplace but borseuorseworse
almost than that the innocuous articles in momen
magazines that tell of the thrill of young mothers
going back to school to get their degrees and mothers
leaving families to take positions that are challenging
etc etc every influence is exertedtoexerted taketo mother
out of the home amayaway from the children that need and
yearn for her love her presence and her constant
teachings alone almost stands the relief society
magazine combating the influences of the vilevilaulivii one and
fighting the fight doundowndomndoud here where the battle stillrages for men souls

in 1959 in great britain uhenwhen uewe organized the
district auxiliary boards to help prepare our people for
stakehoodstatehoodstake ahood challenge maswas issued to each division of
the mission board the first instructions to the relief
society board uedeweremecemede the relief societysocietsochet magazine should
be in every members home to increase the spirituality
to combat evil influences to improve the attendance at
relief society and to help the family to be homecenteredhome
in

centered
its life it maswasnas suggested that the relief societysocietsochet

magazine maswas the mortarmartar that mouidwouldmould hold these objectives
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deprep eatedbated what he had read in the relief
society magazine T s literature lassonlessonlas ubenuhenwhsodson he9 heidheldr

completed
i

his
h

talk
faf2

the
h

headmaster
a

arose
d

and said som-
ething like this we want to compliment mr caddick on
his excellent preparation I1 dontdantdont know homhouhow many boksboke
he must have read to give us this comprehensive and
fresh talk on shakespearesShake hartletjligjharaletHaspeares butfaietralet I1 do know it has
been the finest faculty talk ja huehavehua had this year uewe
commend him for his example and for his study

sociboci magazinenaaMaanag sheazineazide did so
eueneveneve though this was nerher fiestfitst visitfit
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together and build a strong building of preparedness
for stakehoodstatehoodstake ithood meswas outlined that the relief society
magazine mouldwouldmouid be the stimulator the motivator andthe
blueprint for perfection and progress in personal lives
in family accomplishment and in organizational
accomplishment in the mission

houhowhom uellwellmellmeli the sisters succeeded in their objective is
seen in the fact that for the first time in british
mission history in 1960 107 of the membersmembers1 families
took the relief society magazinemagazimagadi and the mission maswas on
the honor roll in 1961 the british mission led all
missions of the church mithwith 147 of the families taking

e agazineqqqzinemagazine and as far as accomplishing the purpose of
preparation for stakehoodstatehoodStake wherehood there weceweremecemech no stakes

in 1959 there are nounowdoudom six stakes in the original
british mission out of this uldewidemide circulation came some
wonderful stories that shoushowshom the relief society magazine
is great for husbands that it is an ideal missionary
and thattha the magazine reactivates members and brings
uithinwithin them a desidedesiredesir to serve

for example roy caddick nounownom in the stake presi-
dency of the manchester stake is a schoolteacher he
had completely forgotten his assignment to be the teacher
speaker at a faculty meeting on monday morning uhenwhen
he awakenedamakauak toenededed his assignment early on monday morning
all he had in his pocket maswas his ulfecifeswifes copy of the
relief society magazine he became absorbed reading the
literature lessonlasson on shakespearesShake hamletspeares standing to
give his talk he repeated

As a missionary the relief society iagaziagalmagazine has no
peer one of the ardent so1771sotritr s tn it787tibtfletsh
mission samsausaw a newneenaenennan sister in church she asked harherhedhad to
subscribe to the relief society

to a strange church
with each succeeding copy she became engrossed in this
great womens maqazinemagainfagainMa thatgain taught every good facet of
life she maswas insinspired
maswas engrossed in the social science lessons she was
interested in the culture of the literature lessons
and she maswas really excited about thetine morkworkmouk meeting sug-
gestions surely the church that published such an
uplifting and uellwellmelimell rounded magazine must be inspired
she began coming to relief society and her discussions

pirs d by thethlethib theology lessons shebhe
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mithwith the missionaries medeweremode merely perfunctory she had
already been converted by thetha magazine 2

another man jack U blodgett a member of the

general board of the young menhens mutual improvement asso-

ciation and sales manager of the deseret neusnewsnems press described
e quaineqgainemagazine as a tool through whichmnich doors can be opened

uewe cannot attempt to assess the impact of the
magazine fully just nowhouhownounom do you determine or measure
houhownounom much it meant in the life of a sweet soul unowhomno joined
the church and because of the attitude of her husband
maswas denied any association mithwith her church she
couldncouldnt attend her meetings nor affiliate in anyway
her contactco mithwithitacoitact the church severed she maswas heartbroken
and than an idea occurred perhaps he will let me sub-
scribe to a church publication she pled mithwith him and
at last he agreed but just one her choice maswas the
relief society magazine and for six and one half years
this was her only contact mithwith the church the only
voice

the task of producing the magazine is a formidable
oneorneona uewe are nounownom september 1967 printing in the
english edition approximately 260000 magazines each
month each issue requires about forty giant rolls of
paper 56000 pounds nearly a railroad car and one half
or twenty
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eight tontonsbonstod ifs you could stratchstretchtretch this out in
a continuous length it mouldwouldmouid reach out for 225 miles
thirty five inches midewidenideulde many people are part of the
team required to do the job the magazine editorial
staff contributing writers from the church artists
production coordinatorscoordinator typositorstypo lithographicsitors
technicians cameramen9 color experts plate makers
pressmen binders deliverymen mailers saleswomen and
office workers areaieara all instrumental in providing this
excellentexcel publicationpulant eachblicationplicationblibil andcationcatlon every month 23

and a former member of the first presidency of the

church hugh B brounbrownbromn wrote the followingfolfoi letterlouing to from

near and far
while attending the bakersfield stake conference
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societsochet y magazine this maswas the fault
of the united states post office it maswas being delivered
to the home of a neighbor of the same name the mistake
maswas finally discovered and the neighbors became
acquainted the person mhowhonho

114

recently the follouingfollowingfolfoi incidentlouing came to my attention
knowing it ulliwillulii be of interest and a source of satis-
faction to you I1 pass it on mithwith congratulations over
a period of time one of your subscribers failed to
receive the relief society

received the magazine had
become greatly interested in it had contacted the
missionaries and has been converted and baptized into
the church the above is just another evidence of the
value of your magazine and the general excellence of
your morkworkwonk again my congratulations my love and
blessings124blessings

houhow

124

it was done marianne C sharp mhowho edited the

magazine until it maswas closed in 1970 has good feelings about

the morkworkmonk she did I1 read the proofs mailed the magazine and

everything she recalls about her years as editor with

the help of a very limited editorial staff and a larger

circulation staff the magazine maswas put out each month in

the relief society building in salt lake city most of mrs

sharpssharpy work had to be done in the evenings because whenuhen

she naswas in the office during the day she maswas in meetings

uewe tried to move mithwith the times she mayswaysmayb these

innovations cost money of course but the subscriptions

moved up so rapidly uewe were able to do that the volume

of sales made it all possible ounour representatives uedeweremede

devoted momenwomenornenormenommenLj 13iv125

though in the early days of the magazine susa young

ibidbid decemberdecembeldecembetdocDecDecem 1957embelbelbet p 87

statement by mirianneirianneFk C sharpssharp personal inter-
view july 6 1971
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gates and amy bromnbrounbrown lyman had to go door to door in salt
lake cityscitytscotys business district to get the advertising they

needed in the lateryearslater theyears ads uedeweremedewenemene sent to the magazine

the periodical stood behind its ads and danranianlan no spec-
ulative advertising so this source of income became important

to the women mhowho read the magazine as it maswas to the editors
there maswasnas also very little need to solicit man-

uscripts as they poured into the office and mareweremadeuede paid for
upon publication

after supervising the norkwork of the magazine for

twentyfivetwenty years marianne sharp had a deep love for what

maswas being done

the magazine maswas a voice of the relief society and
did a agreatgreat deal to unify the sisters many had the
magazine mhowho could not speak english but they could
read it and they read the magazine and passed it around
it greatly furthered the morkworkwonk of the relief society
through unity it gave stimulation to the different
facets of the program

need ed
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chapter 9

I1 HE END

in 1940 the church union board of auxiliaries
proposed one general church magazine to be published under

its direction at that time the members wrote to the relief
society and asked them for their opinion on the move in

adsuaranswer the momenwomen wrote a plea for the continuance of the

relief society magazine unichwhichmnich may be found in appendix A

plea for the continuance of the relief society magazine it
wasmas decided to keep the periodical situation in the church

as it maswas

but a change maswas in the mindwind and continued there

for nearly thirty years in 1970 after a large scale
survey had been made among the members of the church the

momenwomenmonen of the general board medewereuede approached again concerning

consolidation of the church publications they sent the

document to the leaders and then the mordwordmodd came

there maswas to be no more relief society magazine after
december 1970

the president speaks in an editorial in the

improvement era november 1970 joseph fielding smith

president of the church explained the consolidation

recognizing the ritednuodriued to strengthen the family thetho

116
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basic unitulitu oflit the churhchurcchuocchuch h the ethernbrethernbretherdbr have directed
that three neunewnem publicationspublica theLions ensign of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints for adults the
neunewnem era for youth and lne young adults and the friend
fodfor children are to begin publication in january

uewe urge you to ringearrangear to have these magazinemagazines in
your homes in the monthsmoiiths ahead read study and make
a part of your life thuthothe great truths that miilwill ba found
on their pages study also the family home evening
manual the priesthood and auxiliary manuals and the
scriptures as recorded in the standard workeworks of the
church truly in thesetheeo days uewe have been given inspired
guides to eternal life and salvation

the neunewnem magazines uillwillaill be great aids to
families in helping each member gain a testimony for
the gaining and keeping of testimonies should be a
family project 127

thus it maswas that in an attempt to correlate the

churchchirch programs and to strengthen the family that the end

of a publication for momenwomen in the church came

of course the relief society sisters uedeweremede sad kheytheykney

uedewereneremede proud that their magazine had held the highest circu-

lation of the church publications but they recognized

that changes are necessary president belle spafford put

it this mayuayway adjustment is painful in changing an old

pattern into a nemneunew one buthut uewe must make the neunew patterpatternspatternlpotterpottelpatterne

fit 128

to all relief society magazine subscribers

in compliance with the directive of the first presi-
dency the relief society magazine miilwill discontinue
publication mithwith the oemberhecemberliecem5ercemberrecemberhe 1970 issue in its place
an adult magazine miliwill be published by the churonchurch all
the relief society lessons through may 1971 will be
published in the relief society magazine by the december
1970 issue any subscriber
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in august september october or december may subscribe
to the remaining issudissuesissod by giving to the magazine repre-
sentative 25 cents for each needed issue those uhosewhosechose
subscriptions extend into 1971 miilwill be notified later of
the provisions to be made to recompense them

the general board expresses its heartfelt thanks to
belief society presidents and magazine representatives
particularly and to everyevry subscriber for the loyalty
shounshown over fifty six years in magnificently sustaining
this magazine for the momenwomen of the church it hasnasihas a
present circulation of 298250 the general board
bespeaks the sisters enthusiastic support for the rewneunewnhunemreu
adult magazine utich will be published under the
correlation program of the church by the first presi-
dency and quorum of the twelve the neunewnem magazine uliiwill
contain material of particular interest to momenwomen 129

I19701970 p 400480
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the lessons wedewereuedemede doubled in the issues but theretreretredethede

uedewere feufew real changes in the magazine until the end iobtrie

christmas issue had the usual beautiful color transparenciestransparerili es

of decoration ideas and the poems and short stories continued

as they had since the beginning ofif course the editorial
markwirkmirkmidk was a bit different it had become necessary to put a

stop to acceptance of material and some pieces that had beenheen

held for future publication mereweremero returned howeverHo

according

uever

to sister sharp this maswasnas not a large problem

since there maswas always a magazine policy to keep away from

large stockpilesstockpilerstock ofpiles materials

the necessary changes A problem faced at the close

of the magazine naswas houhow to get the material formerlyformer carriedly

through it out into the hands of the relief society workers

in bledherbierhedhied report and instructions at the october general con-

ference sister spafford discussed this

relief society magazine july
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s
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with the problem of the lessons and the conference

reports out of the mayuayway it became necessary to consider thetlletile

notes to the field communication line it maswas decided to

fill this need mithwith a quarterlyquaiquar mimeographedberiyberly leaflet called

notes to the field

tiletlle

readydeady
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we realize sisters that the discontinuance of thetiie
magazine after fifty six years during mnichwhichunich it has
served the society uewe I11 and been a source of inspiration
instruction enlightenment and interchange of ideas
as uellwellmeilmeli as providing an outlet for the creative writingsurluriudi
of

tingetings
the wotenwomenmomenmoten of the church brings feelings of sadness

to our hearts uewe mustmumusmush remembert howeverho thatuever mithwith thetrie
grouthgrowth and expansion nfcif the church changes must be anti
cipatedpatedci accepted and adjustments to neunewnem maysways and neuleulem
programs made mithwith willingness and faith in the inskiinspi
ration that guides our leaders the general boardhoardboaro
is giving prayerful consideration to houhowhomnomnownou all of the
essential services rendered by the magazine throughthrougl HLitsite
various features may be met in neunewnem and effective meyswaysmeya

As you know lessons for use through haymay 1971 millwillmiil
appear in the relief society magazines issued duringduding the
balance of the 1970 year lessons thereafter uliiwill bele
issued in manual form mithwith the lesson helps continued
full details mithwith regard to the manuals such as
contents costs where they may be obtained ulliwillmili be
mailed to you as soon as this information is readdead
conference addresses heretofore published in the magazine
uliiwillmill be included mithwith the other conference material
distributed in mimeographed form followingfolfoi thelouing con-
ference 1

which maswas to be compiled by hrsmrsmre sharp

published in february may august and november and sent to

relief society and priesthood leaders throughout the church

the leaflet containscontaconti informationins on appointments resig-

nations policy changes and other matters of importance lo10to

the workings of the relief society

the contests of the magazine have been stopped except
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ulliwilluliiuili add a challenge to thuthothe momenwomen as the competition is more

keen

the church nemsneusnews saturday supplement to thethytny Ddeserete

hemnowheu

s e r e t
me us is q i v i n q c 0 v e r a q y t n relief society activitiesactivitio far
morc lhiii ueWEJ couldconid plut in lne magazine mrs spafford

points out

spafsaaf ford feltfaltfoitfolbfeitfolt that the changes that have beebibeenbeeii

brought about by the closing of the magazine are for the

good of the momenwomen shshe is pleased that the teachers will
have access to the whole yearsyear lessonsIs at once so they can

keep uellwellmelimellmeil ahead in their teaching responsibilities further
she feels that the nemneunew notes to the field leaflet is an

asset in that the leaders can have all the policy material

at hand without having to joijotjoifo through the pages and pages of

material that the magazine mixed mithwith the policy statements

As for the literary aspirations of the relief society

momenwomenworenmoren the neunewnem church magazines offer more than the old

periodical could mrs spafford said the larger size of the

magazines will make for better display of the sisterssisters1 woikwork

further the contests offered by the nemneunew magazinmagazines

responsrespens ibilitiesabilities

120

for the song contest unichwhichmnich uiliwill continue mithwith winning

numbers being sung at relief society generageneralgedera conference
some stakes and waddswards according to mrs sharp have

announced they miilwill hold poetry and short story contests for

their members other literary incentives miilwill also be

offered through the cultural refinement lessons in the

courseworkcourseuorkcourse

mrs

morkwork

spafford
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thus the needs filled by the relief society
magazine from 1914 to 197u1971 have been met by a neunew age the

momen publication of the relief society had evolved into
a magazine recognized as a leader among the momenwomen of the

church of jesus christ of latter day saints
the last editorial in the december 1970 edition

facing forwardrorForrod snowedshowedmarduardmadd the nostalgia tinged look to the

future marianne sharp wrote of the magazinedmagazinetmagazinetsMagazinmagazinesMagaz sineT past spoke

of trends it had followed and then ended the nearly sixty
years of publication as a magazine started by pioneer mormon

momenwomen mouidwouldmould

changing times bring changing conditions that is
basic to latter day saints mhowhomnouno believe in continuous
revelation changing times have brought the end of the
journey to the relief society magazine the times merewere
different uhenwhen it began in 1914 and that time maswas the
end of the journey for the womanswomancomans exponent these tuotwo
momenwomens periodicals have spanned the period from 1872
to 1970 and mithwith 1970 begins a neunewdeudemdew era in relief
society whenuhenuhanwhan relief society members join mithwith the other
adult members of the church in supporting an adult
church magazine

As uewe detail and recall nostalgic memories uewe

still obedient to the priesthood and receiving direction
from them face forgardforuardforward in step withmith the neunewnem era of the
1970 mithwith anticipation and a sense of dedication and
support for the all adult magazine morituraeMori toturae
salutamussalsalusaisaiu
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chapter 10

SUMMARY

in january 1914 the relief society of the church

of jesus christ of latter day saints brought out the first
issue of what maswas to become the relief society magazine

for the first year the publication maswas a monthly guide to

the organizations courseworkcourseuorkcourse knownmorkwork as the relief society

bulletin then mithwith the january 1915 issue it became

the relief society magazine complete mithwith information of

the workings of the society articles short stories poetry

and lessons of interest to the LDlm men of the church the

editor of the publication was susa young gates daughter of

brigham young unowhomno had been instrumental in founding the

magazinetmagazinesmagazinedMagaz sineT predecessor the aomenuomenwomens y s exponent unichwhichmnich had been

published since 1872

edited through the years by momenwomen of talent and

intelligence the magazine became a leader among the momenwomen

of the church as a vehicle to carry the societysocietys lessons

policies and spirit it provided a forum of exchange for

ideas of appropriate relief society activities and was a

medium for administration and for printing messages to the

womennomen from priesthood leaders further it was a missionary

tool and voice for social change on a lighter vein it
gave momenwomen an outlet for their creative talents and provided

2
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a handbook for good home management and family living
the evolution of lnethe magazine though always

following editorially the above outlined interests maswas the

evolution of momenwomens journalism the small sized magazine

a good fit for a momanwomans pocketbook began as a 1 per year

periodical colorless and didactic in its later years it
added photography line drawingsdra attractivemingsuings covers and

ultimately full color and spot color throughout to make it
an attractive book sold fodfurforfer 2.50250 per year

susa young gates served as editor from 1914 to 1922

she was followed by alice louise reynolds 192319301923 madymaryflaryplaryflady1930

connelly kimball 193019371930 belle1937 S spafford 193719451937

and

1945

marianne C sharp 194619701946

it
1970

maswas during miss reynoldreynoldts termts as editor that the

first of the societyssocietytsSocietySociesocle conteststys eliza R snow poetry

contest maswas started in 1967 the name of the contest was

changed to the relief society poem contest the relief
society short story contest maswas started in 1942 as part of

the one hundred anniversary celebration of the society

relief society song contest maswaswaenas first announced in october

1968 these contests have encouraged aspiriaspiring momenwomen to

uritewrite and have stimulated the creativity of many momenwomen

throughout the world

after fifty tuotwo years of publishing the material in

the magazine in english the spanish speaking women of the

church nerewerewedemede given an opportunity to read it as the magazine

began publishing in their language in 1966
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mnichwhichunich maswas published

from 1944 to december 1962 contained information from

the womanswomancomans
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amongamonqamona the features whichmnich have follouedfollowed the magazine

through the years are notes to the field notes from the

field a current events column sixty years ago and

from near and far the notes to the field column gave

the policy of the general board of the relief society to the

momenwomen of the church the notes from the field told in

turn of the morkwork of the various branches wardewards and stakes
from near and far allowed an exchange of liebisvieusviebis and

ideas about the magazine from all over the world in a letter
to the editor format the current events column started as

current topics later became happenings and womensUo

sphere

mens

told of things going on in the world unichwhichmnich are of

interest to momenwomen sixty years ago

T s exponents pages

A hobby page featuring the morkwork of elderly sisters
and birthday congratulations to momenwomen over ninety uedeweremede also

special features of the book

recipes handicraft ideas and decorating plans uedeweremede

a favorite part of the magazine and uhenwhenunenuhan color arrived in

1962 the handicrafts and decorating often were featured in

the twenty page sections which appeared four times per year

another favorite part of the magazineaQ especiallyazineazide after
color maswas the continual use of photographs showing beautiful

natural scenes

one of the major items filling the pages of the

magadimagazinemagazi maswasmes the history of the relief society itself

19629
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annually major policy changes merewerenere sent to the momenwomen through

the publication the activities of the momenwomenmomon during the

years spanning the magazinedmagazinetmagazinetsMagazinmagazinesMagaz sineT existence shoushowshomsnow the efforts
of the momenwomen through tuotwo world marswarsmadswansmans a great depression and

various times of conflict such as the era of prohibition
and the struggle for momen rights

in december 1970 the last magazine appeared the

end came for the book in an effort on the part of the church

to strengthen the family unit through combining magazines

the change meant diversification of the material formerly

placed in the magazine changes announced included the

publication of the lessons in a manual the discontinuancycontinuancydiscontinuancedis

of the contests and the publication of notes to the field
in an indivual leaflet foimboim creativity and general interest
articles are being fostered through the nemneunew magazines

whatever the future holds for the momenwomenmomanwoden of the

church of jesus christ of latter day saints it miilwill
necessarily be somewhat shaped by the magazine that served

their interests and needs through nearly sixty years of the

past
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appendix A

PLEA FOR continuance OF RELIEF SOCIETY MAGAZINE

president lyman read the report of the subcommitteesub
of

committee
the church union board of auxiliaries dated august

31 1940 proposing one general church magazine to be
published under the direction of the publications
committee of the church union board of auxiliaries and
the publication by each auxiliary of its lesson material
in standardized manual form and of supplementary
bulletins as necessary to the morkwork of each auxiliary
she explained that this recommendation maswasnas made after
it had been previously agreed that the relief society
magazine mouldwouldmouid be continued accordingly the executive
officers and editor of the magazine had prepared a
statement on the value of the relief society magazine
to the members of the organization and of the dis-
advantages which mouldwouldmouid be encountered by its discontin-
uance and this statement maswas presented to the church
union board of auxiliaries at its meeting on september
6 As a result the union board agreed to attach the
statement on the relief society magazine to the recom-
mendations of the sub committee on publications mithwith
the recommendation that the matter of the relief societysocietsochet
magazine be given special consideration at the time the
recommendationsrecomm7dations of the union board are considered by
the general authorities of the church the statement
of the executive officers on the relief society magazine
aasuaswas read to the board unichwhichmnich unanimously ratified the
action of the officers in this matter

statement on relief society magazine presented to
union auxiliary board september 6 1940 inasmuch as
the first presidency in their memorandum of april 9

1940 suggested tuotwo magazine for the church one of which
mouldwouldmouid be a combination of the relief society magazine
mithwith another publication the childrenschildrenchildrents friend and
inasmuch as it has since been proposed by our sub-
committee on church publications that such a combined
womens and childrentschildren1childrenchildrenschildrens magazine1 be not published and
that there be but one church publication the relief
society officers feel justified in presenting the
followingfolfoi statementslouing is to the value of continuing its
periodical and as to lhulhoaho detrimental effect of its dis-
continuance on the mulkmolk ufaf the organization and on tafthethf
morale of the momenwomen of bhobno church
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sociisacic ty whether urtr licit they are able boto attend thotheulouio
regularrt classeschularcjular antianilenil becausenoehocboc the magazineilarjazi is planned to
surveserve the needs of all lbsits members and is notriot merely a
guide for its officerofficers men young people and children
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I1 the relief society has long been regarded as
the womens organization of the church a companion to
the priesthood it is probably taken more seriously
by its members than any other auxiliary organization is
taken by its members the relief society is the oldest
organization of momenwomen inin america mnichwhichunich has continuously
persisted and is cognizant of the fact that momenwomen in
general was so recently emancipated after centuries of
bondage uhenwhenwhon at best she maswas considered a perpetual
minor in spite of the fact that freedom and opportunity
for latter day saint momenwomen mereweremore given uhenwhenunen the church
itself maswas only twelve years old relief society momenwomen
are conscious of the fact that american momenwomen beginning
whenuhen the relief society maswas already six years old
worked for 72 years for the right to vote and for other
recognition relief society membership comprises the
mature momenwomen of the church representative of a more or
less permanent group unlike those auxiliaries which
deal mithwith changing age groups it therefore merits a
publication of its ounown

II11 for nearly 70 years the relief society has had
the advantage of a periodical designed to serve its
entire membership the forerunner of the relief society
magazine the uomanwomansbomancomans exponent maswas first published in
1872 and at that time maswasmes the only moman paper weetuestwestmestaest
of the mississippi shall uewe brush aside in a moment
the traditions of 70 years of nomen publications in
the church A medium for setting forth the aims and
accomplishments of latter day saint momenwomen and for
expressing their particular views and convictions on the
many problems in whichmnich they are especially interested is
of great importance to the momenwomen of the church the
magazine has great historical value it records all
the major activities and accomplishments of the society
as meliuellwellmell as biographical accounts of relief society
leaders and other information of historical value in a
concise and readily available form and is invaluable
for references furthermore the relief society magazine
is the lifebloodlife ofblood the organization the chief contact
between the general officers and the entire membership
it is an achievement of the momenwomenmoman of the church and has
become a vital part of the relief society its history
and tradition and subscription list mouldwouldmouid be morthworthnorth one
hundred thousand dollars to any publishing company in
the world the relief society magazine is probably more
appreciated by its general membership than is the publi-
cation of any other auxiliary of the church this is
because the momenwomenmomon valtievalue so30 highly their membership in
the society
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have so many more activities and so many more contacts
outside the home than do the mothers and the morkwork of
mothers is becoming so highly specialized and their
responsibilities increasingly great that the need for
extra consideration and inspiration for them through
the medium of their ounown magazine is easily understood
relief society momenwomen take a special pride in their
publication and their morale has been greatly built up
and maintained by it they delight in reading the
lessons as uellwellmeilmeli as other material attention is directed
also to the value of the relief society magazine in the
mission field not only mithwith respect to relief society
morkwork but as a proselyting medium as uellwellmelimellueli women are
interested in a uomanswomans magazine if the church does
not provide a magazine especially for momenwomen many momenwomen
miilwill subscribe for other aomenuomen magazine such as the
demand home companion or the ladiesladiestladlesfadiest home journal
which meet their special needs and interests mithwith respect
to homemaking child care household deocrationdeo cookingcration
fashion handicraft et cetera but mnichwhich lack the
spiritual tone which predominates a church magazine for
momenwomenmoren A church magazine for momenwomen gives status to the
momenwomen of the church to the relief society organization
and to the church itself

furthermore the officers of relief society desire
to be true to the trust of the general authorities and
to the 86000 members of the society uewe hope to
justify at all times the confidence of the relief
society members mhowho have learned to look to their
magazine for inspiration and help uewe have tried to
understand their special needs and problems and help
solve them through the medium of their publication the
magazine has been accepted by nearly 50000 of our momenwomen
and has become a very part of themselves influencing
their thinking and uaywaymay of life subscribers both far
and near have expressed appreciation for the magazine
uewe feel that if the magazine is discontinued our members
mouldwouldmouid think uewe had broken faith mithwith them

III111liilil the circulation of the relief society magazine
is approximately 50000 reaching practically the entire
active membership of the organization and nearly tuotwo
thirds of the total enrollment the magazine is planned
as already indicated to serve the entire membership
rather than officers only more than half of the annual
magazine space is devoted to lessons reports of con-
ference proceedings stimulation and recognition of
special activities and other specialized material unichwhichmnich
serves the general membershipmemuership as uellwellmellmeliueli as the officersofficer
and class leaders thistinsthletnie is an important point uheruhenwhen it
is considered that membership in the relief society i
perpetual similar to membershipmelnmein inhership the church itselfitsfitaf
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lesson deadingreadingdeeding is emphasized also for the benefit
of the members mhowho are unable to attend classes it is
also pcirted out that inasmuch as the relief society
membership is more or less permanent the samusamesameisamereamer lesson
nanualanualn cannot be used year after year as it can for
changing groups but neunewnem manuals mouldwouldmouid have to bela issued
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and consequently many of its interested members are
unable to attend regular meetings because of isolation
from organized societies infirmity handicaps old age
chronic illness and other conditions such as those
related to mothers mithwith young children unowhomno are unable to
attend meetings but unowhomno value their membership and the
relief society magazine unichwhichmnich is their chief medium
contact mithwith the organization the magazine takes away
the feeling of isolation makes them feel that they are
in harmony mithwith and united mithwith their sisters in the
society and that they are indeed members of the orga
nizationnivationniza despitetion their inability to attend meetings

IUIV if the relief society magazine is discontinued
it is recognized that the material mnichwhichunich nomnounowdoudom reaches the
membership through a single concise medium mouldwouldmouid be
diverted into three probable channels 1 material of
general interest mouidwouldmould be found in a general church
magazine 2 lessons mouidwouldmould be published in a lesson
manual and 3 all other specialized material mouidwouldmould be
published in an organization bulletin problems and
disadvantages of such diversion of material are

a women having access to all three sources mouldwouldmouid
have to find their material in various forms in
different kinds and sizes of type unaccustomed arrange
ments mixture mithwith advertisements all of unichwhichmnich are
inconvenient and even distressing to the older momenwomen of
the society mhowho have greatly appreciated the special
size and kind of type selected for the relief society
magazine as the most readable for older momenwomenmoren

b there is no other special disadvantage to the
transference of material of a general nature from the
relief society magazine to a general church publication
except that the field for recognizing creative writing
among the momenwomen of the church mouldwouldmouid be materially
restricted

c it is conceded that lessons could be published
in a manual annually but the distribution of lessons
in this form mouldwouldmouid be restricted largely to officers and
class leaders lessonreadingLesson byreading the entire membership
is a goal of the relief society it is probably true
that there is more home study and more lesson reading
among the members of the relief society than among the
members of any other auxiliary lesson reading byly he
artiremtireertire membership makesnakes for the stimulation

du 1
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each year to meet the needs of the static relief society
membership worenwomenvoren miilwill more readily read lesson
material appearing in the magazine1 ubichwhich is received
monthly and uelchwhich contains other interesting reading
matter than lessons appearing in a manual unichwhichmnich of
necessity takes a test book formtermforr the sale of ubichwhich is
sponsored only once a year

d likewiseLike ituisemlee is concededcor thatceded other special
material of the organization could be published in an
organizationorgani bulletinbulleiinpation but from the standpoint of the
relief society this specialized material isie also equally
valuable to both general membership and officers uewe
can visualize the distribution of such a bulletin to
officers but not to the entire membership houhowhom could
this be accomplished uithcutwithcutwithout a subscription list and
without means of maintaining such a list on a current
accurate basis describedDescribed experience uithaith the early
relief society bulletins it has been determined by
careful calculation that the ecializedspecialized material nounowdoudom
appearing in the relief society magazine and unichwhichmnich it
mouldmouid be desirable to continue to issue in bulletin fernrfcrnrfcrffi
for the benefit of both officers and the general membe-
rship constitutes mocmormorc than half of the present annual
space in the relief society magazine or the equivalentequivalertequi
of

valert
at least six monthly issues per year assuming that

such a bulletin could be distributed to a proportion
of the membership equal to the present subscription list
the cost of such a bulletin mouldwouldmouid be approximately
20000 per year or if distribution medewereuede restricted

to officers and class leaders such a bulletin mouldwouldmouid
cost about 12000 per year no part of unichwhichmnich could be
offset by paid subscription and the value of all the
material mnichwhichunich it mouidwouldmould contain mouldwouldmouid be entirely lost
to the general membership

UV inasmuch as the objections to the presentpresi numberent
of church publications include 1 1 thethat solicitatione of
advertisements by several church magazines from the same
local concerns and 2 the solicitation of subscriptions
by several church magazines from the same church membersmem

the
ledsLershers

officers of the relief society if the maoazinemagazinemarazine is
continued are willinauillincjwillinq to eliminate all advertising frorerfrorrfcorr
its pages and to limit its subscription activities to its
ounown membership

in submitting this plea for the continuation of the
relief society magazine the officers and general board
nevertheless ulshwishmish it understood that they are willing
to abide by the final conclusion of the general
authorities of the church in this matter respectfully
submitted amy brounbrownbromn lyman marcia K howellsmouHoumom donneellsollsoils D

sorensen of the general presidency

wcujI1 d

t e

t e

0

4

Mao azineazide



imitm awfully sorry you canttcantcanet

adentgrent

andend martha hurriedly wiped her eyes
I1 just felt a little blue all the neighborsneighlors haubhavehaybnavenaue gonogone

to relief society and I1 felt a little lonely 11

uhy didntdidntt you go you always love this first
meeting and im sure those pickles could have stood for
an hour or tuotwo

appendix B

THE OLD TEAPOT

by 1I 13 mckenzie

it maswasmes one of those hot sultry days that come just
at the time whenuhenunannhan pickling onions tomatoes and cling-
stone peaches demanddemend attention if the loved ones are
to have the relished they enjoy through the long mintedwinter
months martha wellsweils had just slipped from the hot
kitchen to the porch for a breath of cool air uhenwhenunen
a friendly voice accosted her

arentarentt you read sister wells the president mantswants
all visitingvisivlsi teacherstinctine and officers to come early to
receive their special instructions before the meeting
begins

no I1 cant go today so dont maitwaitmaltwalt for me have
me excused please

come along lath me I1
always look forward to our firt etingneetingweetingnewe for it is so
jolly to exchange greetings mithwith friends I1 havenethaventhavenft seen
all summer goodbye ill try to drop in and tell you
about the meeting as I1 go home

looking up the street martha sausawsam her neighbors in
groups of tuotwo or three hurrying to the meeting house
she entered the house and closed the door giving the
impression that she had gone amayaway and throwingthrou herselfing
into a chair she covered her face with her apron and
had the good cry she needed to relieve her oweroveroved
nerves she did not hear the door open and she maswasnasnbs
startled wneruhernner her young daughter margaret put her arms
around her

why mother darlingdaddar whatJing is the matter have you
had bad neus

no deerdeardeeddeaddeen

all the pent up emotion of geeksweeksleeks was in marthasharMarhad
voice

thats
as she said wellueliweil I1 just dont intend to go any-

more I1 cant keep upUI with the lessons without the
magazine and ittsis judubb a dollar here and a dollar there
and I1 simply canttcantcanet afford to subscribe willulliuliiwili is going
to need soSC much at thblujbiubih

overwrought

nelsll

L

j U next year andondend beth cant go
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to high school in the made overs she loceloreworewode at grade
school vithwith your father only working half time and
one of the twins forever needing neunewdeudem shoes I1 don feeljustified in spending a dollar encn myself 11

with the arms of hierhervierhednedhler first born around her she
poured out her grievances and found as mostrost of us do
that uhenwhen they uedeweremede out where she could face them
squarely they duindleddwindled to insignificance she smiled
up at margaret and said

how foclishfoulish I1 have been I1 am really the most
fortunate of women mithwith such a kind husband and a wo-
nderful family I1 am so proud of ullewillsulieullie splendid record
at the U and beth has been so patient about her clothes
when I1 see sister elarstevastevarst little paul sitting in a unee
chair day after day I1 should be glad that our twins
are active enough to mearwearmeadwead out their shoes nomnounow I1 feel
quite myself again I1 believe lul clean the pantry
shelves uhliewhile you are here to hand me the dishes it is
so hard for me to climb up and domndoundown

mother and daughter worked and chatted happily
together As they merewere putting the dishes back margaret
said mother you have so many useless things on this
shelf nounownom here is grandmothers old teapot it is
cracked and you can never use it letsles throwthrou it out

martha held it tenderly and a flood of memories
swept over her in her mothertsmothers day whileuhlie there nerewerenerguede
no modern conveniences to make housework lighter yet
the housewives had had time to spend an afternoon mithwith
their friends there busy fingers keeping pace mithwith as
busy tongues as they knitted or mended she could see
her mother pouring tea for her friends then later uhnwhenunnuhen
herer conversion to the word of wisdom made her give up
the habit of tea drinking she had a found a neunewdeudemdew use for
the old teapot the egg money and other bits of extra
change had been dropped into it and many a time her
mother had gone to the old teapot uhenwhen she needed some
little luxury her queetsueetweet kindly face beaming mithwith plea-
sure because she could share her little treasure mithwith
a dear oneore

A suddenbudden resolution came into marthatmarthamantha hearts
no no she said I1 have a use for that teapot

it is too deaddear to me to be cast aside and she put it
back on the shelf

A year rolled swiftly by and once again it neswasmas time
for the opening meeting of the relief societyocietysociety just as
martha put on her hat margaretmaryaret came domndoundown the street on
her uaywaymay to the store she came in the kitchen door as
she had doredoneeoneeore a year ago

what about your magazine mother she asked
for answer martha took dounclowndomn the old china teapot

and poured its contents on the table a tiny pile of
dimes fifty tuotwo of them
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where on earth did you get them asked margaret
last year uheruhenwhen uewe came upon thithis old teapot the

thought came to me that I1 could use it as your grand-
mother did as a thrift pot instead of a teapotteapots A dime
each neekweek 1I never missed and yet in the year it has
grown to be five dollars and twenty cents nounownom I1
have three dollars for the block teachers that is
twentyfivetwenty cents a month then a dollar for my
magazine fifty cents for my dues and seventy cents
to spend on material for my donation to the wadduardward bazaar
so you see mithwith no hardship to anyone I1 have been able
to save for the coming yearns relief society duties

margaret laughed and held her close no one else
mouldwouldmouid have thought of such a scheme but its a dandy
one im going straight home and start a thrift pot of
my own three cheers for granny oldts cracked teapotgrannyts

s
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appendix C

LETTER TO THE FIRST presidency

requesting PRICE INCREASE

the first presidency
47 east south temple
salt lake city utah

march 3 1947

in re increase in subscription
price of the relief
society magazine fronfrom

1 to 1.50150 per year as
of oulyjuly 1947

dear ethernbrethernbretherdBr

the circulation of the relief society magazine nounowdou
exceeds 80000 it has increased to this number from 43252
in 1938 uewe feel this is a most gratifying achievement

in common mithwithnith all publications the cost of producing
and distributing the magazine has greatly increased during
the marwarwadnadmad years and it continues to mount the magazine
has operated at a loss since 1942 the present management
assumed its duties in april 1945

weile have done nhatwhat uewe could to clitcut domndoundown persesexpensesex by
such means as keeping domndoundown editorial costs uewe have enan
editor at 100 per month no associate editor no paid
business manager using old style equipment uewe are still
using mailing equipment to handle 80000 subscriptions of
the same type uewe used uheruhenwhenunermner our subscription list totaled
only 16000 keeping doundowndouddomndowd to old levels the compensationcompensatior
to uriterswritersurluri butters other items of cost over which uewe have no
control have greatly increased such as costs of paper
of engraving of typesetting printing and binding and some
increase in the compensation to our mailing stenographic
and other clerical help

our subscription price has always been 1 per year as
afaintagaint the era subscription price of 2 and the childrenschildren
friend original price of 11125111.25 raised in 1945 to 1.50150

the rate of increase in costs nctuithstandingnctwithstandingnotwithstanding our
economies is shounshownshonn by the followingfolfoi tablelouing
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year income expense gain or loss
1940 544699854469.9855446998554469.98 456267645626.7645962676459626.76 8843228843.22
1941 54161.585416158 449945844994.5844999458449994.584499458 9167.00916700
1942 564665256466.525646652 542562754256.2754925627549256.275425627 2210.25221025221025
1943 53721.285372128 585566158556.6158955661589556.61 4835.33483533
1944 58188.135818813 6354883635488363548.8363954883639548.83 5360705360.70
1945 642618964261.8964926189649261.89 68067.3468067346806734 3805553805.55
194619146 752230075223.007522300 82345.0082345008234500 7122.00712200

the increase in expenses has been due primarily
to the printing and binding costs unichwhichmnich have risen as
followsfolfoi

1940

lousloms

27747.892774789
1941 27649.692764969
1942 34922.2534922253492225
1943 36935242363524236352.42369352.423635242
1944 40292.7040292704029270
1945 43286.6443286644328664
1946 520546152054.6152905461529054.615205461
1947 uewe have been advised of an

additional 10 increase
the statement for 1461146 is as followsfolfoi

the

lousloms

relief society magazine 1946
to the even dollar

income
from magazine subscriptions 71735
advertising 3488

75223
expense

articles 1559
engravings 1556
salaries 18155
mailing 5602
printing and binding 52054
rent 845
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telephone and postage
other expenses

total expenses

total income
net loss

715
859

82345
75223
7122

we have consulted witheith our advisers brothers joseph
fielding smith and markhark E petersen brother smith
instructed us to take the matter up in detail mithwith brotherpetersen mhowho has been most helpful in advising us and
putting the personnel of the deseret neusnewsnems at our disposal
in an advisory capacity after full consideration mithwith
these br ethernbretherd and the deseret nemsneusnews staff it maswas decided
on their recommendation to order an addressograph machine
and filing cabinets certain other equipmentequip tomert handle
the mailing may be needed as the number of subscriptions
continues to increase

in order to meet the losses of the past feufew yoarsyears it
has beer necessary to use funds accumulated in former
years of the general board we know this is not a proper
or sound solution

we have carefully studied the situation and after co-
nsultation mithwith our advisers uewe feel it advisable to
increase the subscription price from 1 to 1.50150 a year
as of july 1947

the following statement is a tentative budget for the
year july 1947 to july 1948 in considering the su-
bscription income it must be borne in mind that the cost of
sending in subscriptions to the general board is deducted
by the marduardwardmaddwadd and stake magazine representatives from the
subscription price weife mouidwouldmould expect to adopt the procedure
used by the improvement era nithwith some foreign subscriptionssubscription
eg of charging an additional fee of fifty cents unichwhichmnich
mouldwouldmouid still leave some loss to be borne by the magazine
itself in the full payment of mailing costs to other
missions

estimated income and expense

for one year assuming subscription rate of 1.50150
per year and increased costs nounow pending for printing
engraving articles and adjusted salaries
income

1

from magazine subscriptions 96800969800

advertising 4000
total income 100800

1859

75

andexpense

4 000ooo

sul tation

sp

150

150



200029000

200029000
25900025000 2

6000
58000 3

850

800

750 4

2500
98400

100800

2400

1I based upon 90 of number of subscriptions as of
december 31 1946 it is believed that not more than 10
mouidwouldmould fail to renew at increased price

2 this amount makes provision not only for some
increases already approved by the personnel committee
but provides a salary for an editor associate editor and
manager

3 including the 10 proposed increase in printing
and binding costs

4 A depreciation account has never before been set
up but is necessary because of charging off the neunewnem address-
ograph equipment

the margin of safety at 1.50150 is small as will be
noted uewe hope howeverho thatmeveruevermevec the subscription list may
not drop the entire 10 mithwith the neunewnem price of 1.50150 as
figured which mouidwouldmould bring us in a little more revenue
lewe are also planning to increase our income through
obtaining more advertising this has been kept at a
minimum because of the acute paper shortage and the
reduction in the number of pages but uewe feel this can
become a source of much greater income and so help us to
avoid further loss

it is mithwith great reluctance that uewe propose to increase
the subscription price but the magazine should be self
sustaining uewe feel that the editorial policies and
planning have been satisfactory to the public as shounshown by
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expenses
articles
engravings
salaries
mailing
printing and binding
rent
telephone and postage
depreciation
other expenses

total expenses

total income

net profit

500

dro

150

150
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the fact that the number of subscriptions has increased
from 43252 in 1938 to over 80000 as of january 1947

the relief society magazine the oldest momanwomans
magazine between the mississippi and the west coast is
dear to the hearts of the momenwomen of the church it is
endeavoring to serve the momenwomen by offering worthwhile
literature along gospel lines and on matters of peculiar
interest to momenwomen including the lessons taught in relief
society it also gives to the sisters a magazine of their
cun in unichwhichmnich to express themselves and relate their
accomplishments the only part to do mithwith the magazine
not done by the momenwomen is the actual printing and lindingbinding
as all else including the addressing and mailing is done
by sisters under the direction of the general board of
relief society

it has a noble ancestry that goes back to the year
1872 the magazine has demonstrated to the world the
glorious opportunities which have ever been given to the
sisters of the church for their advancement and the full
development of themselves in all lines

uewe propose to raise the subscription price from 111

to 1.50150 as of july 1 1947 unless there is objection to
this proposition

respectfully yours

signed belle S spafford
11 marianne C sharp

gertrude R garfgarff
general presidency

womants

l

f

150
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appendix D

RELIEF SOCIETY membership

year

1919

1920
1921

1922
1923

1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931

1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

1940

1941

1942
1943
1944

membership

45941345413
48204
52362
53412
55973
59272
61066
61627
61820
62550
62902621902
64225
66884
67382
68796689796

70515709515

72093
73062739062
75064759064
8024080924
86142
91064

1150151159015
107282
103909
102061

year membership

1945 101691
1946 105798
1947 111843
1948 115686
1949 121910
1950 126550
1951 132451
1952 140354
1953 148094
1954 156300
1955 163513
1956 172722
1957 183436
1958 1935531939553
1959 203752
1960 214202
1961 231175
1962 248166
1963 262002
1964 274703
1965 286820
1966 301248
1967 2988252989825
1968 311871
1969 338213
change in fiscal year of church
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appendix E

RELIEF SOCIETY MAGAZINE circulation

year

1915

1916
1917
1918

191911919

192011320

192111321

19

1922
22034221034

540

192311323

23813

t

1924
23820

1925
23478

1926
23176239176

1927
23220239220

1928
23575

1929
24570

1930
26509269509

1931
26639

1932
24956

1933
20012

1934
24157249157

1935
30449309449

1936
35899

1937
40075

1938
41721419721

circulation

43252

8409
year

992699926
1939

12190
1940

13686
1941

16249
1942

19540
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951

1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961

1962

circulation
47649
53500
55404
56500
66790
71633-
74032
80558
80978801978
779401

83444834444 y

92281
102754
111881
119850
1288681289868
135726
146100
149230
1540571549057
1625891629589
171002
183236
201570
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56 9500
66 79017909

1
2

2 gliZJL

7799402
83 44444419 4

26 639t 128986812

c 4 4j

201 9570

12

L

k
2

J 073.3 f
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RELIEF SOCIETY HAGAZINEMAGAZINE circulation
FRCMFRCH 196319691963

circulation

1969

217397
231933
241276
258492 1

2655062659506 2

2828428284a282v84z
3

298250

year

1963
1964
1965

1966
1967
1968
1969

X

1 english circulation 252902
spanish circulation 559059590

2 english circulation 259638
spanish circulation 5868

3 english circulation 277386
spanish circulation 5458
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