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secreted in a thicket, and two men on horseback with rifles gave
chase, As they emerged from the thicket, the man in the buggy gave
a warning shotg my father, turning his head quickly, took in the
situation at a glance, and put his horse to its utmost speed, still
keeping his course stralight toward Carthage. His splendid horseman-
ship, kept him somewhat out of the range of the bullets sent after
him, and one passed through the top of his hat. The chase was a long
and exciting one, but he finally outdistanced them and rode into
Carthageol

According to John Taylor, Samuel's escape was made through some

woods. o&8id he:

On learning that he was Joseph Smith's brother, they sought %o
kill him, but he escaped, and fled into the woods, where he was chased
for a length of time by them;. but after severe fatigue, and much
danger and excitement, he succeeded in escaping, and came to Carthage.
He was on horseback when he arrived, and was not only very much tired
with fatlgue ard excltement of the chase, but was also Very:Quch dis-
tressed in feellings on account of the death of his brothers.

It is not certain what time Samuel Smith arrived in Carthage, or

what hls activities were after he arrived. The martyrdom occurred shortly

3

after 5 pome and it was a short while later that Samuel arrived on the
scene. According to a letter which was published in the Prophet, a Mormon

publication in the City of New York, Samuel Smith upon arriving in Carthage

first stopped at the Hamilton Tavern. Mr. Hamilton, whom he had previously

met, recognized him and told him to quickly dismount and come into the hotel.
When the mob had dispersed, he and Mr. Hamilton went to the Jall and took the
bodies of Joseph and Hyrum Smith back to the hotel,h Samuel Smith's daugh-

ter stated that he went to the jail and was the first to arrive after the

martyrdom., Sald his dauvghter, "Mr., Hamilton . . . met my father and gave him
all the assistance that lay in his power in caring for the bodles of his

L
"Journal History," July 25, 184k,

2Historx:of the Church, Vol. VII, pp. 11l0-11ll,

3Thid. , Vol. VI, po 616.

“Letter written to Wm. Smith from H. Herringshaw, Aug. 28, 1844, pub-
lished in the Prthgﬁ,(New York), Sep. 21, 1844, Cited hereafter by author's
name.,
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murdered brothers. ol It seems that Mr. Hamilton may have been contacted

prior to the arrival of Samuel Smith concerning the removal of the bodies,
and when Samuel Smith arrived Mr. Hamilton was willing to be of assistance.
John Taylor, who was present with Willard Richards in the cell when Joseph
and Hyrum Smith were killed, indicated that it was Willard Richards that
persuaded Mr. Hamilton, who was not easily convinced, to have the bodies
taken to his tavern, Said John Taylor:

It was with greet difficulty that Brother Richards prevailed
upon Mr., Hamilton, hotelkeeper and his famlly, to stay; they would
not until Brother Richards had given a solemn promise that he would
see them protected, . « o I believe they were hostile to the 'Mormons,'

and were glad that the murdsr had taken place, though they did not
actually participate in 1it.

John Taylor stated himself that he was not sure of Samuel Smith's
activities, 3 which can be explained in that John Taylor, having been woun-
ded, was in quite severe pain and was attended to by a doctor while the bod-
les were being removed. It appears to the writer that Samuel Smith arrived
in Carthage, and, although grief stricken, assisted in removing Joseph and
Hyrum Smith to the hotel.

At midnight, Willard Richards wrote a letter from the hotel which
was addressed to Hmma Smith, wife of Joseph Smith, Jr., and Major General
Dunham of the Nauvoo Leglon. The letter was also signed by Samuel Smith
and John Taylor, the latter had been brought to the hotel shortly before
the letter was written. The letter reads:

The Governor has Just arrived; says all things shall be inquired
into, and all right measures taken.

Lt Journal History," July 25, 18Lk.

“History of the Church, Vol. VII, pp. 108-109.
31pide, pe 110,
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I say to all the citizens of Nauvoo, my brethren, be still, and
know that God reigns. Don't rush out of the city -- don't rush to
Carthage -~ stay at home, and be prepared for an attack from Missouri
mobbers. The Governor will render every assistance possible -« has
sent out orders for troops. dJoseph and Hyrum are dead. We will pre-
pare to move the bodies as soon as possible.

The people of the county are greatly excited, and fear the Mormons
will come and take vengeance. I have pledged my word the Mormons
wlll stay at home as soon as they can be informed, and no violence
will be on their part, and say to my brethren in Nauvoo, in the name
of the Lord, be still, be patient, only let such friends as choose
come here to see the bodjes. Mr. Taylor's wounds are dressed and
not serious. I am sound.

The following day Samuel Smith, Willard Richards, Mr. Hamilton,

and a guard of elight soldiers traveled to Nauvoo with the bodies of Joseph

and Hyrum Smith on two wagons 02

Of the original six Smith brothers, but two remained, Samuel and
William. The latter was in New York and upon Samuel Smith's shoulders
alone was the burden placed of offering a son's comfort to a grief-stricken

mother and a brother's comfort to the widowed sisters-in-law.

The bodies of Joseph and Hyrum were brought to the Mansion house,

where Joseph Smith's mother and wife resided. After the bodies had been
washed and dressed in their burial clothes the immediate relatives were

permitted to view them. Soon after Mother Smith had viewed the bodlies and

retired to her room, Samuel approached her and said, "Mother, I have had

a dreadful distress in my side ever since I was chased by the mob, and 1
think I have received some injury which is going to make me sick. "3 It

appears that at the time of this statement he was unable to sit up, was very

fatigued, and was in some shock due to the death of his b'.r'others.’+ Shortly

l1pid., Vol. VI, pp. 62L4-625.

St micp

e
Ibido’ Po 626.

SLuey Smith, op. cit., p. 325.

N
Ibid.
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after the funeral, which took place July 29th, he moved from his farm "to

Nauvoo and took up his residence in a two=-story frame house opposite the

Mansion Hpuse. nl

The Death of Samuel H. Smith
After Samuel Smith moved to Nauvoo he became very sick with a
fever which is said to have resulted from his over-exertion and extreme
fatigue at the time of the martyrdom. Sald his daughter, "Soon there was a
strange qulet pervading the house. My sister, my brother, and myself were

banished to the room above with the injunction to keep quliet; our father

2
was very sick.'  The children no longer had the romps they had previously

enjoyed with their father. One daughter in describing the family fun that

had suddenly come to an end, sald:

We would make the circuit of the yoom in a wild chase to see which
could clamber first to his knee and get the first kiss, often all on
his knee at once, then clamber down again and renew the chagse; then
when my little brother Samuel who was the youngest would become tired,
we would have to give way to him, and my father would take him on his
knee and sing him to sleepo3 To our great wonderment, all this had

become a thing of the past.

From a compilation of a few journals come the following items which

mention Samuel Smith during his sickness.

July 24, 1844: Elders Parley P. Pratt, Willard Richards, W. W.
Phelps, George Mliller and L. Woodworth met in council. They annointed

and admlnistered to Elder Samuel H. Smith, who was very sick.
July 25, 1844: Elder Samuel H. Smith remains very sick.
July 29, 184l4: Elders Willard Richards and George A. Smith visited

Elder Samuel H. Smith and laid hands upon him. He expressed a strong

desirehto live: he was very low, belng in the last stages of billous

fever.
. . —~— . : . . ) . . . . . : . . . . : . . L . e il kTS

"Journal History," July 25, 184k,
“Tbid,

3Tbid.
)

History of the Church, Vol. VII, p. 202, 211, 212,
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Samuel Smith passed away on July 30, 1844, Conditions in the home

during the last stages of the fever were described by his daughter:

Finally for a day or two, we only went down [étairs] to our meals,
the tread in the sick room became more soft, the whispers more low =-
then a silence save for sobs, =~ our kind and noble father had passed
to the Great Beyond, Eomeet his martyred brothers and all the dear

ones gone before himo,
The exact cause of Samuel Smith's death is not certain. One writer

stated that he received internal 1Injurles from the chase which resulted in

his deatho2 Another source sald that he vomited blood for several days

and that hils death may have possibly resulted from a broken heart.3 Still

another said that he crossed a stream "while violently heated" which re-

Y

sulted 1n a fever.

The Just Shall Call Him a Perfect Man
Among the many things promised to Samuel Smith in his patriarchal

blessing was the statement, YThe Jjust shall rise up and call thee a perfect

{

man. The following are four statements that were said concerning him

after his death., Extracts of his obltuary read:

Lt Journal History," July 25, 18ul,

°Andrew Jensen, Biographical Encyclopedia (Salt Lake City: Arrow
Press, 1920), Vol., III, p. 2L3.

3Intervie'ww'ith.J;Win.ter Smith, grandson of Samuel H. Smith, July
21, 1959, Salt lake Clty, Utah. His source was famlly knowledge and the
cguse of death seems to be personal opinion.

)
"Journal History," May 11, 1870.
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The exit of this woprthy man, so soon aftter the horrible butchery
of his brothers, Joseph and Hyrum in Carthage jall, is a matter of
deep solemnity to the family, as well as a remediless loss to all,
If ever there lived a good man upon the earth, Samuel H. Smith was
that person; in fact he was too good for this generation, and the
infinite wisdom of Jehovah seems to have been exerted in this in-
stance of taking him, 'to remove him from the evils to come. « . &°

Hls labors in the Church from first to last carrying glad tlidings
to the eastern cities; and finally hls steadfastness as one of the
witnesses to the Book of Mormon, and many saintly trailts of virtue,
knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindfess , and
charity, shall be given of him hereafter, as a man of God.

H. Herringshaw, in his account of Samuel Smith's death, said:

Thus worn by fatigue, and grieved at the loss of his brothers,
a severe fever set in, and in a short time, nature sunk under the
load and his spirit fell. Its tabernacle wafted to the Paradise of
God, there to mingle with the spirits of Jjust men made perfect. Thus
three of the best men that ever dwelt on thls footstool have gone in-
to the eternal world.c

In a letter written twenty-slx years after the martyrdom, George

A. Smith, a cousin of Samuel H. Smith, said, "He possessed great strength
and wonderful powers of endurance, and was very exemplary in all his habits. "3

Samuel Smith's daughter said in later life:

His sisters and his mother have always been loud in thelr pragise
of him, his honesty and his good qualities in general. While not as
brilliant as some of the rest of hlis brothers he had a logical turn
of mind and many Excellent qualities that lay hidden under the stress
of circumstances.

Although Samuel H. Smith was dead, the memory of his exemplary and

righteous life lived on in the hearts of those who knew him,

L
Times and Seasons, August 1, 184k,

2
Letter to William Smith from H. Herringshaw. Spelling errors have

been corrected.

"Journal History," May 11, 1870.

M

corrected.

Letter to Sue Beattie from Mary B. Norman. Punctuation has been



CHAPTER X
THE POSTERITY OF SAMUEL H. SMITH

The obJjective of this chapter 1s to show what has become of the
children of Samuel Smith and their relationship to the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Only four of his children grew to maturity,
three having died shortly after birth in Nauvoo. At the time of Samuel's
death, Levira Clark, his second wife, was expecting a child within a wmonth.
As her time grew near she took her daughter and went to be with her par-
ents who lived a short distance awayol The three oldest children were left

in the care of relatives.

When the Saints left Nauvoo for the Salt Lake Valley, only two of
Samuel Smith's children made the journey,2 Levira Clark Smith, the young-
est, daughter, accompanied her mother to the West. On April 5, 1859, she
married Joseph F., Smith, her cousin and youngest son of Hyrum Smith,3
Brigham Young performed the ceremony in his c>ff.’Lce.,LL There were no chlld-

ren born to this marriage or to the subsequent marriages of Samuel Smith's

other daughterso. -

l"Jburnal History," July 25, 184k, This child died shortly after
birth.

2
McGavin, Nauvoo the Beautiful, op. cit., p. 187. McGavin stated

that Samuel Smith's last three daughters accompanied their mother to the West
but it appears to the writer that two of the daughters died in Nauvoo. OSee

Utah Genealogical and Historical Magazine, July 1935, p. 103.

3Levira Clark Smith did not remain in the West. At the time of her
death in 1888 she was visiting her half-sister, Samuel Smith's oldest daugh-
ter in 5t. Louls, Missouril.,

LL"Journal History,”" April 5, 1859.
109
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Samuel H. B. Smith migrated to the Sglt Lake Valley in 1848 with a
company led by Brigham YOungal He was about ten years old when he arrived
in the valley, and as a youth he shared in the hardships of early pioneer
life. He 1s said to have retained "the ancient family countenance and man-
ner and fine statureo"2 Said one writer, "He was a man of large stature
and strong athletic appearance, clean In speech and habits and generous to
a faulto"3 It appears to the writer that his life was filled with contribu-
tions and devotion to the Church. His missionary services began at the age

of seventeen when he was called on a mission to the East. His years of

missionary life included one year in the eastern states, four and one-half

L

years in Great Britain; and a short while in California. His first compan-
ion write the following about him¢ "He is a good man, and an excellent and
an agreeable companiono"5
As a pioneer Samuel H. B, Smith assisted in the opening of the lead
mines in Minersville, Utah, and he was a settler in Bear lLske Valley, Idaho.,

In the latter place he assisted in the founding of St. Charles where he held

a number of responsible poslitions. When he returned to the Salt Lake Valley
he worked at the Church Historian'’s Office and Endowment House for a short

whlle. In later life he conducted a rather large dairy business. He was a

Mormon polygamist and at the time of hls death, June 12, l9lh, he was survived

1

Lbid.,
= .

Jensen, op. cit., p. 2Lk,
3

Ibid.
thido

>"Journsl History," October 31, 1856.
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by sixteen Childrenol Said one writer in summarizing his life, "Elder

omith was a great reader and a deep thinker; he took an actlve part in pol-

&
itics and public affairs and was a staunch defender of the faith.'

Samuel's second oldest daughter, Mary Balley Smith, remalned in

Nauvoo and "lived with Mother Smith for several years, tenderly caring for

3

the aged woman.'  Said one writer:

During her last declining years, Mother Smith needed a constant
companion and nurse. And when that time came, Samuel's daughter,
Mary was there, to carry on her father's lifelong tradition of de-
votion to his mother. Mary was a mere child of eleven when she
assumed this lovi&g service -- g responsiblility to which she devoted
her entire youth.

Mary Bailley Smith remgined in the EFast and did not identify herself

with the Church for a number of years. ©She was married three times. Her

first marrige was sald to have been "ill-advised" and did not last long.5

said her niece, "in her long, lonely,

chlldless life, but not much security or peaceo"6i It was during her last

"There were two other marriages,’

marriage, to John Norman that she came to Salt lLake City, Utsah, and re-ident-

ified herself with the Church by being baptized.7 When her husband died,

although she was approaching seventy, she went to lIdaho and homesteaded some

land, until the time of her death, October 13, 1916.8 1t 1s from her mem-

ory that much of the pieces of her father's life have been woven together,

lSee Jensen;, op. cit., pPpe. 2h3-24L, for a brief biography of his life.

2
Ibid., p. 24k,

3McGavin, Nauvoo the Begutiful, op. cit., p. 187.

LLRuby K. Smith. op. cit., p. 97.

>Tbid, OIpid.

7McGavin, Op. Clt., D. 187, 8Ruby'K. omlth, op. cit., p. 97.

w2} =& hpguen
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Samuel H., Smith's oldest child, Susanna Bailey Smith, became known
in life as Susan. Shortly after her father's death she went to live with
her mother's sister inWisconsin,l ohe later taught in a country school
and married Alonzo Hunt. They spent most of thelr life farming 1n South
Dakota and lived their last years in Dell Rapld, a town in South Eastern
Dako‘bao2 She lost contact with the Church early in her life and 1t appears
that she never became identified with it again. OShe did, however, visit her
brother in Salt Lake City a few years before her death, December 14, 1905.

Of Samuel H. Smith's four children that reached maturity only three

of them identified themselves with the Church during part or all of their
lives. It appears to the writer, though, that only Samuel H. B, Smith

carried on his father's tradition of a life of sacrifice and devotion to

the Churcho3

[ T R T

1
Tbid., p. 4.

“Toide, po 95.

3This should not be mistaken to mean that the other children did
not live useful lives. It was said of Mary B, Norman, that after she was
baptized In Salt Lake (City she spent the rest of her life as a devout
member of the Church. See McGavin, op. cit., p. 137.



CHAPTER X1

CONCLUSION

The purpose of this blography was to write the life of Samuel H.
Smith in the context of American and Church History to determline the act-
ivities of his 1life and his contributions to the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Salnts. Many of the habits of Samuel H. Smith were typical of
the America of his day. He was one of the many Americans that were out of
their homes on the move. He was identified with the westward migration and
he devoted his life to a religious movement. Hlis life was in many ways like
others, typifying the rise of the common man on the frontier. Although
limlited in formal education he shared in the responsibllities of cilty gov-
ernment and became part of the lay ministry that characterized the Church.

Samuel Smith has been described by those who knew him as uneducated,
slow of speech, and not as brilliant as some of his brothers. Yet, on the
other hand, he was noted for being a man of extreme faith and one who took
advantage of the opportunities to improve his mind. He seems to have been
modest and retiring and possibly many of hls goecd qualities remained hidden
at times because of circumstances. His modesty seems not to have distracted
from an apparent devotion that he possessed for the Church from the time of
1ts start until his death. There are a few short periods of his life that
were not as well documented as others, but even these reveal sufficient
evidence to conclude that his love for the Church and his willingness to

sacrifice were fairly consistent qualities.

113
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The Church had not long been organized when Samuel was set apart as
a missionary. His efforts as an early milsslonary planted seeds which re-
sulted in many stalwart individuals being brought into the Church. Samuel
Smith gathered with many of the early members to Kirtland, Ohlio, and there
he pioneered and continued his work as a missionary. As a ploneer he was
noted for his great strength, hls endurance, and the amount of work that he
could perform. He was called to serve on the first high council of the
Church and became its president during the dark days of strife and apostasy
that characterized the Church in Kirtland during 1837. Being forced to flee
to Missourl, he and his family suffered much during their wintry Journey.
His stay was cut short because of the conflicts with the non-Mormon element,
but while he was there he became a defender of the Salnts and volunteered for
military duty that could have cost him his life. In Illinois he became g
city father, being elected to serve on the original Nauvoo City Council.
Besides his responsibilities as a councilman he held numerous other Jjobs.
During the Nauvoo period he served the Church as a counselor in a bishopric
and later as a bishop. He spent the last two years of his life farming s

short distance from Nauvoo.

From the information gathered in this thesis 1t seems evident that
Samuel Smith possessed great loyalty to the Church and gave a lifetime of
devotion to hls parents. An extract of the blessing which Samuel Smith
received from his dying father might agalin be referred to 1iIn concluding

this thesis.

Samuel, you have been a falthful and obedient son. By your falth-
fulness you have brought many into the Church. The Lord has seen your
diligence, and you are blessed, in that he has never chastised you,
but has called you home to rest; and there 1s a crown laid up for you,
which shall grow brighter and brighter unto the perfect day.

lLucy omith, ope. cit., p. 310,
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his honesty, untiring endurance, loyalty to his parents, and devotion to
the Church. Of his children, Samuel H. B. Smith, best carried on the fam-

ily tradition as a man staunch in the faith,
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