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the deathof joseph and hyrum smith the apostatespurchaseda press in

nauvoo and published slanderousstatementsagainstthe prophet and the

churchochurchcharcho the nauvoo city council retaliatedby destroyingthe press which

resulted in the charge of inciting a riot being brought against the coun

cilcilocli on june 25 1844 josephsmith jr with some ofbf the council members

surrenderedthemselvesin carthageocarthageCarth thatageo same day thosewith josephand

hyrum smith were releasedon bail but these two were kept on the charge of

treasontreasonotreasonetre onasono june 27th in the late afternoon a mob of about one hundred

men rushedthe jail and killed the two brothers

A heroic attemptattent
when samuel smith learned that his brothershad been imprisoned in

carthagehe was well aware that their lives were in danger an account of

his attempt to reach them was written later by one of his daughters said

she

he set out for carthage taking with him a 14 year old boy who was
working for himohim they traveledby team and wagon and when they neared
carthage were met by a guard of the mob who apprehendinghis com-
ing had been placed there to intercept him they allowed the boy to
proceedwith the team but he was turned back he gave the boy in-
structionsto go direct to the hamilton house in carthage and there
await further ordersoorders he then returnedhomehode as quickly as possible
purchaseda horse noted for its speed and determinedto reachhis
brothers in time to be of assistanceto them although the hope seem-
ed a forlorn oneoone he went unarmed and as he again nearedcarthagehe
met severalpeople coming from there in great haste among them a
man and a woman in a buggy of whom he askedwhat had happened and
receivedanswer that he two smiths had been killed by the mob
the terrible shock was too much for him and for an instant he reel-
ed in his saddleand they expectedhim to fall then as the nece-
ssity of immediate action flashedacrosshis mind he steadiedhimself
saying od help me I1 must go to them 1 and he again pressedfor
wardoward the mob expectinghis return and intent upon murder were

for a more completeaccount of the martyrdom and the events lead-
ing to it see history of the churchy vol VI
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secreted in a thicketthickethieke and two men on horseback with rifles gave
chaleochaseochase As they emerged from the thicket the man in the buggy gave
a warning shot my father turning his head quicklyquick took in the
situation at a glance and put his horse to its utmost speed still
keeping his course straight toward carthageocarthageCarth hisageo splendid horseman-
ship kept him somewhat out of the range of the bullets sent after
him and one passed through the top of his hat the chase was a long
andabid exciting one but he finally outdistanced them and rode into
carthageocarthageCarth

a-

ccording

ageo

to john taylor samuels escape was made through some

woods 0 said he

on learning that he was joseph smithssmithes brother they sought to
kill him but he escaped and fled into the woods where he was chased
for a length of time by them but after severe fatigue and much
danger and excitement he succeeded in escaping and came to carthageocarthageCarth
liehelleile

ageo
was on horseback when he arrived and was not only very much tired

with fatigue and excitement of the chase but was also very much dis-
tressed in feelings on account of the death of his brothersbrothersebrothersenbro

it
thersotherse

is not certain what time samuel smith arrived in carthage or

what his activities were after he arrived the martyrdom occurred shortly
3

after t pmpornoborno and it was a short while later that samuel arrived on the

sceneoscenescaneo according to a letter which was published in the prophet a mormon

publication in buhethebhe city of new york samuel smith upon arriving in carthage

first stopped at the hamilton taverntaverno arcmrc hamilton whom he had previously

met recognized him and told him to quickly dismount and come into the hotelhotels

when the mob had dispersed he and mr hamilton went to the jail and took the
4

bodies of joseph and liyrumfyrumbyrum smith back to the hotel 0 samuel smiths daug-

hter stated that he went to the jail and was the first to arrive after the

martyrdomonrvtyrdommartyr saiddomo his daughter mromr hamilton 0 met my father and gave him

all the assistance that lay in his power in caring for the bodies of his
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murdered brothers it seems that mr hamilton maymy have been contacted

prior to the arrival of samuel smith concerning the removal of the bodies

and when samuel smith arrived mr hamilton was willing to be of assistance

john taylor who was present with willard richards in the cell when joseph

and hyrum smith were killed indicated that it was willard richards that

persuaded 0 hamilton who was not easily convinced to have the bodies

taken to his tavernotavern said john taylor

it was with great difficulty that brother richards prevailed
upon mromramro hamilton hotelkeeper and his family to stay they would
not until brother richards had given a solemn promise that he would
see them protected 0 I1 believe they were hostile to the mormonscormonsMor 1mons
and were glad that the murder had taken place though they did not
actually participate in ito

john taylor stated himself that he was not sure of samuel smithssmithes

activities 0 which can be explained in that john taylor having been woun-

ded was in quite severe pain and was attended to by a doctor while the bod-

ies were being removedoremovedrem itovedo appears to the writer that samuel smith arrived

in carthage and although grief stricken assisted in removing joseph and

hyrum smith to the hotelohotelbotelo

at midnight willard richards wrote a letter from the hotel which

was addressed to imaemmaenma smith wife of joseph smith jrojr and major general

dunham of the nauvoo leblonleglonolegionleelon the letter was also signed by samuel smith

and john taylor the latter had been brought to the hotel shortly before

the letter was writtenowrittenwrit theteno letter reads

the governor has just arrived says all things shall be inquired
into and all right measures taken

july 25 1844
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I1 say to all the citizens of nauvoo my brethren be still and
know that god reigns 0 dontdong rush out of the city

d-

ot

d-

ont rush to
carthage stay at home and be prepared for an attack from missouri
mobbersrobbersmob thebers governor will render every assistance possible has
sent out orders for troops joseph and hyrum are dead we will pre-
pare to move the bodies as soon as possible

the people of the county are greatly excitedexcite and fear the mormonscormons
will come and take vengeance I1 have pledged my word the mormonscormons
will stay at home as soon as they can be informed and no violence
will be on their part and say to my brethren in nauvoo in the name
of the lord be still be patient only let such friends as choose
come here to see the bodies mr taylortaylors wounds are dressed and
not serious I1 am sound

the following day samuel smith willard richards mr hamilton

and a guard of eight soldiers traveled to nauvoo with the bodies of joseph
2

and hyrum smith on two wagonsowagons

of the original six smith brothers but two remained samuel and

william the latter was in new york and upon samuelsanuel smithssmith shoulders

alone was the burden placed of offering a son comfort to a grief stricken

mother and a brothersbrother comfort to the widowed sisters in law

the bodies of joseph and hyrum were brought to the mansion house

where joseph smithssmithy mother and wife resided after the bodies had been

washed and dressed in their burial clothes the immediate relatives were

permitted to view them soon after mother smith hadbad viewed the bodies and

retired to her room samuel approached her and said mother I1 have had

a dreadful distress in my side ever since I1 was chased by the mob and I1

think I1 have received some injury which is going to make me sick 10 it
appears that at the time of this statement he was unable to sit up was very

4fatigued and was in some shock due to the death of his brothers shortly
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after the funeral which took place july 29th he moved from his farm to

nauvoo and took up his residence in a two story frame house opposite the

mansion house tililltii

I1

2ibidbibid

31bid
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the death of samuelsajnuel ho smith

after samuel smith moved to nauvoo he became very sick with a

fever which is said to have resulted from his overexertionover andexertion extreme

fatigue at the time of the martyrdommartyrdomemartyr saiddomodome his daughter soon there was a

strange quiet pervading the houseohousehousdo my sister my brother and myself were

banished to the room above with the injunction to keep quiet our father
2

was very sicksickosickesiekesiekslek
112

the children no longer had the romps they had previously

enjoyed with their father one daughter in describing the family fun that

had suddenly come to an end said

we would make the circuit of the room in a wild chase to see which
could clamber first to his knee and get the first kiss often all on
his knee at once then clamber down again and renew the chase then
when my little brother samuel who was the youngest would become tired
we would have to give way to him and my father would take him on his
knee and sing him to sleepsleepoo to our great wonderment all this had
become a thing of the pastopast

from a compilation of a few journals come the following items which

mention samuel smith during his sickness

july 24 1844 elders parley po pratt willard richards VW VW

phelps george miller and lo10 woodworth met in council they annolntedannointed
and administered to elder samuel H smith who was very sick

july 25 1844 elder samuel H smith remains very sick
july 29 1844 elders willard richards and george A smith visited

elder samuel ho smith and laid hands upon him he expressed a strong
desire to live s he was very low being in the last stages of bilious
fever

1 journal history july 2 184401844
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samuel smith passed away on julyJU 30300ay1y 1844 conditions in the home

during the last stages of the fever were described by his daughterydaughterrdaughterdaugh

finally

terr

for a day or two we only went down stairsjstairsstair to our meals
the tread in the sick room became more softsott the whispers more low
then a silence save for sobs

o-

ur kind and noble father had passed
to the great beyond to meet his martyredmarty brothersred and all the dear
ones gone before himhimo

the exact cause of samuel smiths death is not certain one writer

stated that he received internal injuries from the chase which resulted in
2

his deathdeathe another source said that he vomited blood for several days

and that his death may have possibly resulted from a broken heart still
another said that he crossed a stream while violently heated which re

4
suitedsuitedsulsui inted a feverofevercevero

the just shall call mmhim a perfect man

among the many things promised to samuel smith in his patriarchal

blessing was the statement the just shall rise up and call thee a perfect

man the following are four statements that were said concerning him

after his deathodeathdeatha extracts of his obituary read

lilitt journal history july 25 1844
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andrew jensen biographical encyclopedia salt lake city arrow

press 1920 volvolavoi III111iti p 2432430

interview with jo winter smith grandson of samuel H smith july
21 1959 salt lake city utahutaheutahs his source was family knowledge and the
cause of death seems to be personal opinion
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the exit of this worthy man so soon after the horrible butchery
of his brothers joseph and hyrum in carthage jailjali is a matter of
deep solemnity to the family as wellveilweli as a remediless loss to all
if ever there lived a good man upon the earth samuel H smith was
that person in fact he was too good for this generation and the
infinite wisdom of jehovah seems to have been exerted in this in-
stance of taking him o0 remove him from the evils to come I1

his labors in the church from first to last carrying glad tidings
to the eastern cities and finally his steadfastness as one of the
witnesses to the book of mormon and many saintly traits of virtue
knowledge temperance patience godliness brotherly kindness and
charity shall be given of him hereafter as a man of god

he herringshaw in his account of samuel smithes death said

thus worn by fatigue and grieved at the loss of his brothers
a severe fever set in and in a short time nature sunk under the
load and his spirit fell its tabernacle wafredwafted to the paradise of
god there to mingle with the spirits of just men made perfect thus
three of the best men that ever dwelt on this footstool have gone in-
to the eternal world

4letteraletter

3

samuel smithssmithy daughter said in later life
his sisters and his mother have always been loud in their praise

of him his honesty and his good qualities in general while not as
brilliant as some of the rest of his brothers he had a logical turn
of mind and many excellentxcell qualitiesent that lay hidden under the stress
of circumstancescircumstancesecircumstance

although samuel H smith was dead the memory of his exemplary and

righteous life lived on in the hearts of those who knew him

times and seasons august 1 1844

2
letter to william smith from H herringshaw spelling errors have

been corrected

journal history may 11 1870

letter to sue beattie from mary B norman punctuation has been
corrected
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n a letter written twenty six years after the martyrdom george

A smith a cousin of samuel H smith said he possessed great strength

and wonderful powers of endurance and was very exemplary in all his habits
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CHAPTER X

THE POSTERITY OF SAMUEL H SMITH

the objective of this chapter is to show what has become of the

children of samuel smith and their relationship to the church of jesus

christ of latter day saintsosaintssaintlo only four of his children grew to maturity

three having died shortly after birth in nauvooonauvoo at the time of samuels

death levira clark his second wife was expecting a child within a monthomonth

As her time grew near she took her daughter and went to be with her par-

ents who lived a short distance agwayoawayoaway the1 three oldest children were left

in the care of relativesorelativesrelative
when the saints left nauvoo for the salt lake valley only two of

2samuel smiths children made the journeyojourneyjourneysjourn leviraeyo clark smith the youn-

gest daughter accompanied her mother to the westowest on april 5 1859 she

married joseph fo smith her cousin and youngest son of hyrum smithsmithosmitha

brigham young performed the ceremony in his office there were no child-

ren born to this marriage or to the subsequent marriages of samuel smiths

other daughtersdaughtersodaughterso

july 25 iqhko1844 this child died shortly after
birth 0

2
mcgavin nauvoo the beautifulBeauti opoOPfulp citociteityeltyeitelt poP 187P mcgavin stated

that samuel smiths last three daughters accompanied their mother to the west
but it appears to the writer that two of the daughters died in nauvooonauvoo see
utah genealogical and historical magazineMagaz julyinep 1935.1935 P 1030103

levira clark smith did not remain in the west at the time of her
death in 1888 she was visiting her half sister samuel smiths oldest daug-
hter in sto louis missouriomissouri

41 journal history8 april 5 185901859
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samuel H bo smith migrated to the salt lake valley in 1848 with a

company led by brigham youngoyoungyouns he was about ten years old when he arrived

in the valley and as a youth he shared in the hardships of early pioneer

life he is said to have retained the ancient family countenance and man

2
ner and fine staturestatureestaturedsta ftcft2tureoturee said one writer he was a man of large stature

and strong athletic appearance clean in speech and habits and generous to

a faultofaultcaulto it appears to the writer that his life was filled with contribu-

tions and devotion to the churchochurchcharcho his missionary services began at the age

of seventeen when he was called on a mission to the east his years of

missionary life included one year in the eastern states four and one half
4years in great britain and a short while in california his first compan-

ion write the following about himo he is a good man and an excellent and

an agreeable companioncompanionocompanionicompan 5lonoiono

As a pioneer samuel H bo smith assisted in the opening of the lead

mines in minersvilleMiners utahvilLe and he was a settler in bear lake valley idahooidaho

in the latter place he assisted in the founding of sto charles where he held

a number of responsible positionpositionsopositions when he returned to the salt lake valley

he worked at the church historians office and endowment house for a short

whileowhilephileo in later life he conducted a rather large dairy businessobusinessbus heinesso was a

mormon polygamist and at the time of his death june 12 1914 he was survived
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ill
by sixteen children said one writer in summarizing his life elder

smith was a great reader and a deep thinker hebe took an active part in pol
32iticsitic&itice and public affairs and was a staunch defender of the faith

samuels second oldest daughterdaughtery mary bailey smith remained in

nauvoo and lived with mother smith for several years tenderly caring for

the aged womanwomanodomano
t3 said one writer

during her last declining years mother smith needed a constant
companion and nurse and when that time came samuels daughter
mary was there to carry on her fathers lifelong tradition of de-
votion to his motheromothermithero mary was a mere child of eleven when she
assumed this loving service a responsibility to which she devoted
her entire youth

mary bailey smith remained in the east and did not identify herself

with the church for a number of yearsoyearspearso she was married three times her

first marrieemarrlee was said to have been ill advised and did not last long

there were two other marriages said her niece in her long lonely

childless life but not much security or peace it was during her last
marriage to john norman that she came to salt lake city utah and re ident

7ifledifiedidled herself with the church by being baptized when her husband died

although she was approaching seventy she went to idaho and homesteadedhomesteadhomesteader some
Q

land until the time of her death october 13 1916 it is from her mem-

ory that much of the pieces of her fathers life have been woven togetherotogethertogetobe

see

thero

jensen op cippcitacito ppoapo 243244243 for244 a brief biography of his life
bidibid p 244
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samuel ho smithssmithy oldest child susanna bailey smithysmithp became known

in life as susan shortly after her fathers death she went to live with
1

her mothers sister in wisconsin she later taught in a country school

and married alonzo hunt they spent most of their life farming in south

dakota and lived their last years in dell rapid a town in south eastern

she lost contact with the church early in her life and it appears

that she never became identified with it again she did however visit her

brother in salt lake city a few years before her death december 14 1905

of samuel H smiths four children that reached maturity only three

of them identified themselves with the church during part or all of their

lives it appears to the writer though that only samuel H B smith

carried on his fathers tradition of a life of sacrifice and devotion to

the churchochurchcharcho

ebidoibido

3

p
1

940ibidy
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this should not be mistaken to mean that the other children did
not live useful lives it was said of mary bo norman that after she was
baptized in salt lake city she spent the rest of her life as a devout
member of the churchchurchocharcho see mcgavin 222212221 cit p 187
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CHAPTER XI

conclusion

the purpose of this biography was to write the life of samuel ho

smith in the context of american and church history to determine the act-

ivities of his life and his contributions to the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints many of the habits of samuel ho smith were typical of

the america of his dayoday he was one of the many americans that were out of

their homes on the moveomovegoveo he was identified with the westward migration and

he devoted his life to a religious movementomovementmovementsmove hismento life was in many ways like

others typifying the rise of the common man on the frontierofrontier although

limited in formal education he shared in the responsibilities of city gov-

ernment and became part of the lay ministry that characterized the churchchurchy

samuel smith has been described by those who knew him as uneducated

slow of speech and not as brilliant as some of his brothers yet on the

other hand he was noted for being a man of extreme faith and one who took

advantage of the opportunities to improve his mindomind he seems to have been

modest and retiring and possibly many of his good qualities remained hidden

at times because of circumstancescircumstancesocircumstance his modesty seems not to have distracted

from an apparent devotion that he possessed for the church from the time of

its start until his deathodeathdeatha there are a few short periods of his life that

were not as well documented as others but even these reveal sufficient

evidence to conclude that his love for the church and his willingness to

sacrifice were fairly consistent qualitiesoqualitiesqualiquail
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the church had not long been organized when samuel was set apart as

a missionarymissionaryomissionario his efforts as an early missionary planted seeds which re-

sulted in many stalwart individuals being brought into the church samuel

smith gathered with many of the early members to kirtland ohio and there

he pioneered and continued his work as a missionary As a pioneer he was

noted for his great strength his endurance and the amount of work that he

could perform he was called to serve on the first high council of the

church and became its president during the dark days of strife and apostasy

that characterized the church in kirtland during 183701837 being forced to flee

to missouri he and his family suffered much during their wintry journey

his stay was cut short because of the conflicts with the non mormon element

but while he was there he became a defender of the saints and volunteered for

military duty that could have cost him his lifeolifeilfedifeo in illinois he became a

city fatherrather being elected to serve on the original nauvoo city council

besides his responsibilities as a councilman he held numerous other jobs

during the nauvoo period he served the church as a counselor in a bishopric

and later as a bis hope he spent the last two years of his life farming a

short distance from nauvoo

from the information gathered in this thesis it seems evident that

samuel smith possessed great loyalty to the church and gave a lifetime of

devotion to his parents an extract of the blessing which samuel smith

received from his dying father might again be referred to in concluding

this thesisothesis
samuelsamael you have been a faithful and obedient son by your faith-

fulness you have brought many into the church theme lord has seen your
diligence and youyoa are blessed in that he has never chastised you
but has called you home to rest and there is a crown laid up for you
which shall grow brighter and brighter unto the perfect day 1
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salt lake city the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
1952
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andrus hyrum L doctrinal themes of the doctrine and covenants provo
extension publications brigham young university 1957

the second american revolution era of preparation brigham
young university bulletin LVII 195919601959 1960
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LVIII l955o19551955001550

christian baptistobaptists cincinnati published by D so barnet 1835 this
book contains seven volumes of the periodical

deseret evening news salt lake city 1894

evening and morning star independence missouri 1833

grisson daniel mo mormonism encyclopedia of the history of missouri ed
howard lo10 conrade st louis haldeman conrad & company 1901

hyde orsonorsono daylayhistory of orson hyde saint millennial star
XXVI december 1864

letter written to william smith from H herringshaw august 28 1844 pub-
lished in the prophet september 21 1844 new york

pratt orsonoorson history of orson pratt

the ohio state arch
logicalaelogicalae and historical quarterly LXIII 19551954

utah genealogical and historical magazinetabtaglab saltazine lake city XXVI july
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is in the possession of russell rich brigham young university
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unpublished fhodophdchodo dissertation university of indiana 1957
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university library provo utah
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bennett archibald F the ancestry of the prophet

latter dazday saint millennial star
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his honesty untiring endurance loyalty to his parents and devotion to

the church of his children samuel H B smith best carried on the fam-

ily tradition as a man staunch in the faith

abstract approved

st ahalhaal

ilitiiill


