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PREFACE

in attempting to write an early history of milford the author
has had a threefold purpose

1 to make available to the students who attend milfords
public schools a history of the community they live in

2 to help the citizens of milford develop a greater civic
pride through an appreciation of their heritage

3 to partially fulfill the requirements for obtaining the
degree of master of science

the author would especially like to thank dr richard D poll
and professor gustive 0 larson for the time they took from their busy
schedules to examine the moughrough drafts of this paper and offer many help-
ful suggestions

others who have made significant contributions to the re-
search are members of the library staff at brigham young university
assistants at the L D S church historians office beaver county

clerk C victor smith beaver county recorder louis lessing and

the many individuals who gave personal interviews so that information
otherwise unavailable might be obtained

A special thanks to mrs audrey gunter for helping to correct
part of the script to members of the B Y U press who helped prepare
and print the paper and to mrs leila hurst for freely giving of her own

time to see that the typing was properly done

to his wonderful wife who has persevered in doing many things
ordinarily done by a husband in order that he might be free to spend many

hours in research and for her constant encouragement he dedicates this
work
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CHAPTER I1

AN introduction

milford will become a secondsecond cheyenne 11 said some
others thought surely it was a perfect mudhole one visitor
pronounced it the perfection of desolation n another said it was

4nothing but a frog pond surrounded by five saloons but many of

its citizens lived on to give it that more enduring title home if

one writer claimed that milford has been utahs most
5thorough representative of all types of frontier life ll11 indeed where

milford now stands the tiller of the soil met the eager expectant
prospector the man of the saddle shook hands with the rider of the

ironiron11 horse here the suave spaniard preyed upon the ruddy indian
the lonely sheepherder rubbed shoulders with the financial tycoon of

the east and the zealous mormon worked along side the suspicious
gentile here the railroad gandy dancer or section jerry did
business with the little chinaman who took in washeeilwashee it

today 1957 this little city is a thriving progressive com-

munity with a population of about 1700UOOdoo the city council civic
organizations school groups and the churches are vigorously pur-
suing improvement programs unsurpassed in milfords history to
the traveler coming to the city from any direction during the summer

essay caighbaigh one of the places that went up like a rocket
deseret evening news april 23 189618960

statement of mary ann reese personal interview august
27 1955

3 caighbaigh loc cit
4aird merkley ed monuments to courage beaver utah

beaver county chapter daughters of utah pioneers 1948 p 2432430

joseph5josephajoseph hickman beaver countys home coming
deseret news november 18 1914 p 19

113

frogpond 114

2statement
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itz

leebay
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0westawest

9williamawilliam peterson

by automobile or train it appears as an oasis in the middle of the
desert with an abundance of trees and well kept lawns its streets
are paved and the business section presents an attractive and orderly
appearance the union pacific railroad consistently milfords
biggest source of revenue and employment still is part of the daily
scene after 77 years of activity there is an air of expectancy that
soon the mines will bring another boom to rival the days of old

milford is located a few miles east of the geographical center
of beaver county 113 west longitude 38 23 north latitude in the
midst of a broad valley the valley is liberally sprinkled with well
cultivated farms which obtain their water from deep wells however
there are vast areas of good land lying idle due to lack of water this
is an ironical situation because it is believed by geologists that this
area in fact a very large area of the west has been under water in

7past ages more than it has above

at some point in geologic history not definitely known a

great basin filled with numerous mountainswasmountains formed in this western
area of the continent after the seas that were here had receded this

Q

basin began to fill with water until a huge inland sea was formed
it was more than 300 miles in length 175 miles wide

had an area of 17 500 square miles a depth of 1 080 feet
and measured more than 2 500 miles around its shore line
it was a freshwaterfresh lakewater it continued to rise and its
waves cut terraces in the sides of the mountains above an
elevation of 5 000 feet at this high period it was tapped
by an outlet from the portneufPort riverneuf in idaho which allowed
the water to drain from the lake through the portneufPort snakeneuf
and columbia rivers into the pacific ocean the lake fell
slowly until the water reached the level of the outlet 4 777
feet above sea level at this stage great terraces or deltas
were formed around its edges these deltas are at the
points at which the streams entered the lake

map of beaver county prepared by utah state road commis-
sion 1955 see also map on page 3

statement of dr george H hansen made in assembly at
brigham young university august 16 19 57

Q

wainwaln sutton ed utah A centennial history 3 vols new
york lewis historical publishing company 1949 vol1vola p 2

0
william peter son geography and geology n utah re sources

and activities salt lake cifycitylcetylciby department of public instruction 1933933
ppap 171817 18
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4

an arm of this inland sea later named lake bonneville extended
south through the milford valley and left bench marks dimly visible
on the surrounding mountain ranges it is not unlikely that the town
of milford is built on and around the edge of an alluvial deposit formed
many years ago in this great lake

it has been estimated that this lake was in existence about 20 000

years ago and has long since left the greater portion of the great basin
to become dry and desolate

the milford valley was made by the faulting and shifting of the
earths surface rather than by erosion from water and in this respect
is similar to many others in the great basin the natural vegetation
of the lower part of the valley is salt and other meadow grasses with
greasevoodgreasewoodgrease shadscaleshadoscaleshadshadovood andscale sagebrush covering the bench land the
valley is bounded on the east by the mineral range of mountains
whose greater heights are characterized by craggy cliffscliff of granite
the foothills are liberally covered with junipersjuniperusjuni commonlypers referred
to locally as cedars along with mahogany and scrub oak blue spruce
are most common further up near the summit with occasional patches
of aspens located at springs or spots where snow does not melt for
months the mountains on the west consist of several ranges
including the picachiocachiopinachioPi to the southwest the san francisco farther to
the west and the beaver lake to the northwest the western ranges
differ from the mineral range in that they have a barren appearance
and are only sparsely covered with junipers and pinion pines

the native animals of the valley are those most commonly found
in this altitude and climate of the great american desert the great
basin gopher snake great basin rattlesnake a variety of lizards
jackrabbitsJack coyotesrabbits badgers sage hens and a number of lesser
species are predominant bobcats are plentiful in the mountains
along with a few mountain lions but the big game animal is the mule
deer which is very numerous especially in the mineral range

at one period this valley was the scene of large herds of roving
antelope by way of illustration in 1849 asahel bennett said he
counted 1000 antelope on the foot hills north of the present site of

10hansen loc cit

10

s
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adamsville along with a large number of buffalo bones huddledhuddled11 in a
hollow other animals have captivated the curiosity of the visitor
to this area the wife of colonel douglas an officer stationed at
fort cameron near beaver in 1877 il

e procured and sent east to

her friends quite a number of horned toads which exist
exclusively on the great western desert

county ordinances passed as late as 1900 give addititional
information as to what kind of animals were present in this area
those that became a public nuisance brought a bounty

five dollars each for bear and mountain lions
one dollar each for gray wolf fox lynx wild cats

minks
twentyfivetwenty centsfive each for coyotes
five cents each for muskrats
three cents each for prairie dogs ground squirrels

and gophersgopher
one cent each for jack rabbits
one cent each for english sparrows and five cents

per dozen for the eggs of the english sparrows 13

for many years the valley was a haven for water fowl

thousands and thousands of ducks used to be in the marshes east of
14town these marshes where the pastures are now were filled

with cattails and grass bordered on the east side with the main
channel of the river thick willows lined the river bank from directly
east of town all the way to the yellow banks in its virgin condition
the valley was a paradise for wild game until the coming of its first
human inhabitants

george W woodhouse black powder days tl beaver
press august 24 1945

deseret news may 30 1877

beaver county blade oct 20 1900 microfilm copy
university of utah library salt lake city utah

14statementStatement14 by john mitchell williams personal interview
may 22 1956
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I1

CHAPTER II11

INDIANS & EXPLORERS

the story told by the few written records left emblazoned on

natures tablets of stone about the early inhabitants of the southern
valleys and deserts of utah may ever remain a mystery these
curious drawings of a semi- civilized people with their crude instru-
ments challenge the curiosity of anyone who happens to stumble on

to them as he searches for a secluded picnic ground or tracks the
antlered game many of these fascinating inscriptions are still prom-
inent in southwestern utah A few have been found in the mineral
range to the east of milford dimmed only by the smoke from a sheep
herders fire as it has billowed up against a wall of rock each
symbol seems to stand as mute evidence of the early existence of

man presently believed to be the american indian
modern tillers of the soil occasionally hear the grating and

scratching of their plow shears as they turn up primitive rock corn
grinders these smooth rounded stones usually measure about eight-
een inches in diameter with the top side hollowed out these seem to

have been plentiful in this valley with as many as six being found in
one field over a number of years in the early days of settlement
it was common for the farmers to find many arrowheads and a few
spearheads as they cultivated their lands

this would usually send their boys on treasure hunts for bur-
ied indian relics even today collectors find great sport in driving
north to the beaver bottoms some ten miles up the valley where
the wind moves great dunes of sand from place to place and often
leaves arrowheads lying exposed on the bare surface

our first introduction to the indians of the milford valley

statement of george A horton sr personal interview aug-
ust 24 1955

6

1statement



2herbertgherbert

3ibidosibido t p 73

bid p 79

william R palmer pahutekahute indian homelandsHom 11elands utah
historical quarterly vol VI july 1933 p 91

5williamawilliam

comes from the valuable diary of father escalante written in 1776

As his party approached the sevier lake region from the northeast they
encountered what they first thought were spaniards because of their
heavy beards they were surprised to find that they were bearded
indians unlike any they had ever seen several days later after a
journey of nearly a hundred miles south escalante says in his journal
that the territory of the bearded indians extended to that point which

4was around hot springs 15 or 20 miles south of present milford
this leads us to believe that the bearded indians also inhabited the
milford valley

who were these bearded indians where are they today
now nearly two centuries later authorities on the indians are still
uncertain as to just exactly who they were william R palmer an
authority on the indiansindian of southwestern utah believes they were the
pahvantsPah whosevants headquarters were at corn creek near present

5kanosh the indian interpretation of their name meant he indians
of the big water 11 their territory stretched to the shores of sevier
lake which was the largest body of water between utah lake and the
colorado riveroriverhiver

it is thought by some authorities that the pahvantsPah arevants of a
different tribe from the pahutespahules and that they should not be
classed as pahutespahulesPah thereutes are some good reasons to sup-
port such a positionpositiouo they are of a different type physically
they are larger portlier people and nearly all their men
grew heavy beards the pahutespahules on the contrary were as
a rule beardless escalante found these people and as he
approached he thought he had come upon a group of span-
iards the pahvantsPah didvants little visiting with other colonies
though others came frequently to them and it is said that
their women seldom married outside the pahvantpasvant clans

whether or not they were originally of different stock
they through contact if not by blood came to be so essen

2herbert S auerbach trans father escalantescalantesEs journal n

utah historical quarterly vol XI 1943

ibid

7

2
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mantsbans

ppap 919291

frederick

92

webb hodge handbook of american indians
washington government printing office 1910 part 2 ppap 555556555

Q

556

other names which have been given this tribe include piutesaiutes
peyutesPe pieedspreedsyutes pyeedspreeds diggers etcetcoecco

09hodgehodge op cit 3 ppo 1860

lopalmer10palmerPalmerpaimerlapalmerlO10 op02 cit s ppoppapoap 969796 see97 map on page 90

6ibidbibid

7frederickcfrederick

8otherbother

8

tiallybially pahutekahute in language and custom that I1 prefer to class
them as such here also is where they class themselves
italics mine 6

all the indians of utah as the white man found them were of

the shoshonean language family but there were divisions and sub
7

divisions within this family one of the larger divisions was the
utah nation which was also subdivided into tribes one of which was

0
the paiutes pahute mentioned in preceedingproceedingprece quotationeding the terri-
tory of the paiutes is generally considered to extend from the locality
north of beaver city west into southern nevada and south into north-
ern arizona there is much confusion surrounding the name of this
tribe the generally accepted idea is that the term originated from
the word pah water1waterawater and ute hence water ute I11 or from paipal true
and ittelife true ute but neither of these interpretations is satisfact-
ory 119

two paiute clans shared the sagebrush hillsideshill alkalisides flats
and marsh lands of the milford valley in 1850 when the early pioneers
first had contact with them the toy ebes according to palmer
owned the country along the beaver river from the milford pastures
to the volcanic ridges of black rock toyebetoyebo means tall grass this
area was once covered with a variety of grass that grew as high as
a mans head and its seed was harvested by the indians for food
water tules cat tails which flourished in the marsh lands of the
valley were also called by this name the headquarters of this clan
was sometimes at milford and other times at black rock the other
clan was called the pah moki abs and had their headquarters at the
present site of minerMiners their territory included the extensive
area southwest along the minersvilleMiners ridgeville and north almost to milford

bid

7

8

10

minersville

9

ville

kahute
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acutekahute

10

there were three other clans in the county besides the two
just mentioned the tu roon quintsquants claimed pine and indian creeks
south of cove fort and the country which is presently called wildcat
their headquarters were at pine creek they bordered one of the
more powerful clans who owned all the beaver valley from adamsvilleAdams
to

ville
puffers lake this clan was called the qui umputs their terr-

itory was considered the paradise of all the paiute lands great herds
of deer grazed in their mountains and large numbers of antelope
roamed their valley native trout were abundant in the lakes tribu
tariesbaries and forks of the beaver river vegetables were their most
serious food problem for this reason it was common for them to

trade with the toyebes whose situation was almost reversed
three trails were used frequently for trading and visiting

purposes between these two clans one trail followed the course of

the river down past the site of Minersminer and out into the valley
now called the flat the other two came through natural openings

in the mineral range which was the dividing line between their lands
the first one came through the big canyon and down past the spring
now called griffithgriffiths the second was farther north and over the

divide near pinnacle pass passing the hot springs
somewhat isolated from the other clans of the county was

one located at the present site of the indian peak reservation far to

the western part of the county the quichbuich u anti ta as they were
known lived in an area famous for the large fine flavored pinion
pine nuts which grew in great abundance during good seasons every

fall indians from all the paiute country came here to gather nuts for
winter storage as food

each tribe of the ute nation had an independent chief chief
of the paiutes in the 1850 s was cal o e chipe whose headquarters
was at cedar city each clan of the tribe also had a leader with

certain rights and duties in relationship to his own people and the
other clans tribes and the ute nation the general organization
of the paiutes was somewhat more loosely knit than most of the other

william R palmer ahutepahute indian government and laws 11

utah historical quarterly vol II11 april 1929 p 35

minersville

m

Is whoseheadquarters
11

quar

ville



oppositeoppositepoppositopposites p 24

11

12tribes
nearly all the communities of present day southern utah are

located where the headquarters of one or another of these clans were
the white man thought little of the fact that he was literally moving
the indians out of their permanent homes upsetting old tribal organ-
ization and alignments and causing great trouble among the natives
who could consider him only as a very unwelcome intruder the
white man was partially unaware of this type of organization and look-
ed upon the indian as a wandering nomad whose home was anywhere he
decided to stop and build a wickiup

the paiute was considered to be one of the more peaceful
tribes and was usually friendly to the whites exceptions to this
were some conflicts which took place in the early sixties with miners
and emigrants but most of these were provoked by the whites them-

selves the first trappers traders and explorers in this area
after escalante found the indians with an almost inhuman standard
of living their homes called wickiupswicki wereups simply made by stack-
ing brush or other branches in such a manner as to make a hollow
moundlikemound dwellinglike there were no furnishings with the exception
of maybe an expertly woven basket or two dirt provided the floor
and an opening in the ceiling allowed the smoke from their fires to

escape when the icy blasts of winter came they would cover their
wickiupswicki withups rabbit skins

some of these indians presented a very unhealthy picture to

the white men who first saw them their thick matted hair was usually
crawling with vermin or lice which lived on the skin and was used as
a ready source of food for the indians nearly all the visitors to this
area considered this tribe as having a very low intellectual capacity
in comparison to the utes and other prairie indians

an artist with the escalante company was so impressed by

the indians they met around sevier lake that he drew a picture of a
14group in the center of one of his maps this map depicts one of

hodge op cit p 608

ibid p 187

14auerbach op cit

s elveeive s 13

12

13
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ppap 202120

statement

21

by william R palmer personal interview
may 24 1956

12

the outstanding sources of their food supply and one which was still
used by the paiute indians many years later A net can be seen
stretched between two trees for the purpose of rabbit roundups and
one of the indians is holding up a good sized rabbit by one ofot its back
legs

the squaws made a long net of oose a flaglike plant
that grows on the foot hills the mesh of the net was about
the size of a jack rabbits head the squaws would beat
out the fibre of the oose and spin it into two strand twine
about the size of a masons chalk line the little spinning
machine was very simple being made of two sticks the
handle was about five eighths of an inch in diameter and
twelve or fourteen inches long being broader and heavier
at one end and tapered to a point on the extreme end was
a button or dolls head I1 about threeeighthsthree ofeighths an inch in
diameter this was where the material to be spun was
attached whether it was oose or horsehair near the
knob there was a hole through the whirling stick and the
handle passed through this hole until the knob on the end
prevented it from going clear through this part was
lubricated with deer tallow and it was no trick at all to
swing this spinner eight to one hundred revolutions per
minute the one that whirled the spinner sat still while
the one that spun the fibre walked backwards with a bunch
under one arm then two or more strandsrands were twisted to-
gether by turning the other way

the roundup was great sport the net was held in a quarter
circle As the hunters made a big drive through the sagebrush they
slowly closed in towards the net clubs and arrows soon took their
toll as the panicky animals found themselves caught or surrounded
the flesh was eaten and the pelts were used for clothing this was

done by sewing them together with buckskin thongs for capes or robes
leaving an opening in the center to slip the head through thus provid-
ing protection from storms

the paiutes did excel in basket making their baskets
showed the finest workmanship in uniformity design and durability
they found the pliable boughs of the sour socket to be the best basket
making material and a uniform weave was used by them from primi

merkley op cit

morietrands

16

15

16

moriet
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tive timestime
some of the paiutepaintpalute e clans were known to engage in a limited

agriculture evidence of corn is found a short distance up on the
bench land of the valley away from the alkali patches of soil As a
whole they were classed as seed gatherers as compared with the
hunters of the ute tribe an almost infinite variety of seeds were

used in their diet most of these were roasted then pulverized with
10

stone grinders and finally cooked into thick mush one of their
favorite soups was made from pine nuts cedar berries sour sockets

19and deer meat parched corn red root seeds mint ground
cherries sun flower seeds sego roots mustard greens wild potatoes
about the size of marbles were all among their diet ants grass-

hoppers fish sage hens wild onions various other root plants
and even pine tree bark were common food to these clans early
accounts indicate that the paiutes often failed to store sufficient food
for some of the hard winters and were often seen halfstarved and
almost naked digging through the snow for roots to exist on

it was during the spring when they were in this weakened
condition that they literally became the hunted instead of the hunter
not long after escalantescalantesEs visit to the great basin and while the old
spanish trail was still in its infancy mexican or spanish traders ex-
tended their slave trade to the regions of southwestern utah and
southern nevada the strong warlike utes seized this opportunity to

barter humans for horses and other supplies they would raid the
camps of their enemies or even some of the weaker ute tribes ann-
ually and carry off women and children to be sold in the slave markets

17ibid
18 thomas J farnham indians on the old spanish trail

utah historical quarterly vol II11 july 1929 p 78

19statement of william R palmer personal interview
may 24 1956

20ibid

J cecil alter ed utah the storied domain chicago
the american historical society inc 1932 vol I1 p 23

s 17

18

20

half starved
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14

of new mexico an example of this was a shivwitashivwit girl of 10 or 12 who

was stolen and taken north to be traded to the first spaniards that
22happened along with the girl tied on a mule they traveled for sev-

eral days and then camped near the present site of milford here she
was kept bound in a wickiup guarded by an old squaw wife of one of

the warriors at night as the indians gambled and smoked the warr-
ior boasted that he was going to make the girl his second wife this
was a mistake the jealous wife overheard the conversation and
untied the girl with instructions to run as long as it was dark and then
lay down and hide or get into the hills where she could travel out of

sight after about a week she stumbled exhausted into her own camp
near present santa clara utah having eaten only the vegetation she
could get as she ran along

even chief walker a ute war chief whose indian name was
wakarabakara was guilty of raiding the southern utah tribes he would ask
them for tribute of such things as horses and if they didnt have horses
to give which they rarely did then he would take some of their child

23ren
the extent to which some of these savages disregarded the

sacredness of human lifeilfe is illustrated by a group led by arapineagrapine

walkers brother
they had some indian children for sale they offered them

to the mormons who declined buying arapineagrapine walkerswalkerwaiker
brother became enraged saying that the mormons had
stopped the mexicans from buying these children they had
no right to do so unless they bought them themselves
several of us were present when he took one of these child-
ren and dashed its brains out on the hard ground after
which he threw the body toward us telling us we had no
hearts or we would have bought it and saved its life 24

the indians of southwestern utah and nevada were even known

to sell their own children girls generally brought the best price on

leroy hafen and ann hafen old spanish trail glendale
california the arthur H clarkdarkmark company 1954 p 282

statement23 of william R palmer personal interview
may 24 1956

24leland H creer the founding of an empire salt lake
city bookcraft 1947 p 35 quotingquotin dan jones forty years among
the indians

life
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on the market from 100 to 200 and the boys about 100 during the
251850s18501s in turn the indians received horses and such things as

knives blankets beads calico guns and other trinkets
it seems unfortunate that these people were found in the 1850s

in such a degenerate and frightened condition because they were known
to be peaceful and often industrious As the white man settled here he
hired the indians for many odd jobs such as farm hand woodcutter
sheepherder and the women proved fairly efficient in doing housework
some have said that the paiute presented the unique achievement of

improvement by contact with the whites but by the time the milford
valley was settled most of the clans were greatly diminished A

possible explanation for this has been given by garland H hurst an
indian agent during the 1860s speaking of the slave trade he said

so vigorously is it prosecuted that scarcely onehalfone ofhalf the
pyply eed children are permitted to grow up in the band and
a large majority of those being males this and other prac-
tices are tending to depopulate their bands rapidly 27

after milford was settled in the early seventies some of the
indians moved in close to town the site of the cemetery was one of

their locations and another was just west of the present high school
graves have been dug up in the area just about one block and a half
west from the present gymnasium

the indians felt like the white men owed them a living because
they had taken their land and resources they thought little of killing
the white mens cattle for food since the white men thought nothing of

90killing their cattle deer it was very common for the indians to go

around the community and beg for food and clothing and most of the
whites made it a practice of cooking a few more biscuits or preparing
more food than they really needed for a meal in anticipation of giving
some to them they were worse than gypsies as beggars and they be

29came terrible thieves n but in spite of this there was great caution

c
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25 ibid hodge26 opOR citcite p ppe 186

27 creer opOR citcitecita I1 ppa 3535a

28statement of william re palmer personal interview may 24
1956

29statement of jennie martin personal interview may 23 1956
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exercised in order to avoid any trouble with the indians
on one occasion when some of the bucksclicks were in town doing

some gambling and a little drinking they began arguing and had a
disagreement with ed denny ed got his 22 rifle and chased them
out of town taking pot shots at them as they ran through the sage-
brush the indians went to tadpole site used for occasional pow

wows and dances about two or three miles southwest of town after
their guns and started back denny ran to sawyers store located
on the southwest corner of the present tristatetri lumberstate company
block where he worked and grabbed a brand new 303030 rifle30 he
stood in the door waiting for the indians to come down the street but
fortunately some other men intercepted them and persuaded them to

return without any violence
As years passed the number of indians decreased some

went to stay with the pahvantsPah atvants corn creek others went over
around cedar city but the majority seem to have gone west to the
indian peak paiute reservation where some of their descendants re-
mained until very recent years

the first known visit to the indians in this area by white man
intheifthe eeonpfeuef gearyearyeap

had
e

comeajuot
4

aftergrm thooidthoondum ofA the american revolution the journey
started with ten spaniards only a few weeks after the colonies had
declared their independence in july of 1776 the milford valley
indeed possibly the site of milford itself was the place where the

32single most important decision of the journey was made
at that time spain was concerned about the land she laid

claim to which extended into the area covered by the present states
of new mexico colorado arizona utah wyoming and nevada
the proposed journey would help to strengthen the spanish claims to

33this vast territoryterri thetoryS primary purpose was to find a more north-
erly route to monterey and the catholic missions of upper california
which would bypass the undesirable problems of fording the colorado

30statement of margaret hickman rogers personal interview
may 23 1956

auerbach op cit p 27

ibid p 78 ibid p 5

30
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river crossing the rugged grand canyon surviving the almost
34formidable deserts and avoiding the bloodthirsty apaches both

the spanish government and the catholic church were interested in
the venture the government wanted to hold the coast ports for their
ships to carry on a lucrative trade with the philippine islands and
the church wanted closer contact between their sante fe headquarters
and the fast growing missions of california

fray francisco atanasio dominguez was officially in charge
of the group which started on july 29th however fray silvestre
velez de escalante has become the most famous member of the
expedition and it was to him that the party often looked for its real
leadership escalante had agitated for such a trip for several years
he thought that the trip would give him a chance to bring the message
of christ to the yuta indians who were a more peaceful people than the
apaches

leaving sante fe they traveled north for about six weeks
turned west into what is now utah and by september 24 they were

a
camped on the shores of utah lake they were very impressed
with the beautiful valley and the extremely friendly reception given
them by the indians they called the lake timpanogoTimpa afternogo the indians
many of whom accepted their preaching and begged for their hasty
return

by october 1 they were on the northeast shore of sevier
lake which they named laguna de meira for their artist don bernardo

37meira here they met the bearded indians but did not prolong their
stay as it was getting late in the fall and there was a fear that winter
would set in before they could reach their destination leaving the
lake it was necessary for them to follow the east side of the small
river now called beaver coming from the south in order to escape
the swampy marsh lands

escalanteescalantes s journal gives many vivid descriptions of the land
the party followed in many places the small river was a welcome
sight but they were greatly disappointed to find that it merely stood

ibid p 6 ibid p 27 ibid p 66

37 ibid p 73
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00
in pools along the way another great disappointment was the sight
of a goodsizedgood lakesized which turned out to be a vast amount of alkali and
white pumice colored ground by the big bend near the present railroad
location of cruz lack of fresh water became a major problem and

39they had trouble with the horses which had to drink the salty water
following the river they finally reached the bouthernsouthernsouthern pass1paselpassa which
opened up to beautiful meadows and a better quantity of fresh water
they camped here naming it the vegas de el puerto gateway to the
meadow which is undoubtedly just north of the present black rock
railroad station where the river separates the black volcanic ridges

40
of the east from the gray shade scale hills of the west

the party was very much heartened by the looks of the valley
spread before them and even though one of their indian guides was
seen leaving them early in the morning they made no effort to stop

41him it appears from their maps that they crossed the river here
42and remained on the west side through the entire valley going

south a little over five miles they turned slightly to the southwest
for an additional eight miles undoubtedly forced to do so because of

the condition of the soil which is like quick sand when there is plenty
43of water in this area they camped at this point naming it san

atenogenes the vast valley they were now in they named valle de
44nuestra senora de la luz valley of our lady of light

it was at this camp where winter caught up with the party
for the last few days a cold wind had constantly been blowing from
the south and on october 5 a heavy snowfall blanketed both mountainsmounboun

45
tamstais

and plain two men were sent to the west to see if they could find
a pass through the ridge and water and pasturage in the valley beyond
but they returned with a negative report snow and rain continued
for two more days making it impossible for them to continue over

ibid p 76 ibid ibid ibid

ibid opposite p 24 ibid p 77 ibid
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47the soft ground finally on october 8 they proceeded south a little
over nine miles and camped about I11 mile from the river at a place

48which they named san brigida st bridget this would put them
very near the present site of milford it is not unlikely that they were
camped someplace between the present locations of the fairgrounds

49and the airport
it was at this camp san brigida that the most momentuous

decision was made during the entire journey of nearly two thousand
miles the party underwent great suffering from an icy north wind
which continued all day in every direction all the mountains were
covered with snow escalante and atanasio began to fear being caught
in some mountain pass without provisions for two or three months
there was the possibility of dying from hunger if not from cold A

decision was made turn back to sante fe
there was one big drawback to this plan not every member

of the party liked it consequently as they traveled on toward the
southwest a quarrel ensued as to the wisdom of the decision don
bernardo meira was especially outspoken about disliking the change in
plans the second day from san brigida when they were at or near
the western point of the minersvilleminersviMiners ridgevillevilievi theylle decided to cast lots
as to whether the course should be changed it was agreed that no

matter how the lot fell everyone would concur with the feeling that
it was gods will however if the lot was to continue on to monterey
meira would be the leader of the group the lot indicated that they
should return to sante fe so they immediately turned east following

the ridge for a short distance and then dropped into the valley to the
51southosouthbouthboutho the party finally reached sante fe on january 2 1877

the escalante party is probably only one of many colorful
groups who trekked through the sagebrush and shadescalesha laddenladiendescale

ibid ibidoibid p 78

49most calculations have placed san brigida farther north
but judging by meiras different maps the writer believes that it is
much nearer where the river turns back to the southeast towards
minersvilleMiners atville horse shoe bend
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valley of milford on their way to other and more alluring destinations
in 1826 jedediah S smith a famous mountain man who often carried
a gun in one hand and a bible in the other was captain of a trapper
company on the way to californiacaliforniboCaliforni although there has been much con-
troversy as to his exact route it appears that he was going south
through sevier valley but seeing a dead end to the canyon he turned
west and over the mountain his diary mentions the indian writings

52which still adorn the face of the cliffs in clear creek canyon he
rode to the top of the hill and looked to the west where he reports see-
ing a vast desert of sand with pools of water dotting it here and there

53where a river had its course this could be no other than the bot-
toms of the lower milford valley where the river for many years would
spread out and leave somewhat stagnant pools of water indeed the
language used in referring to the river reminds one of the description
given by the escalante party the river undoubtedly the beaver he
named lost river but his maps show it running west into a lake in-

stead of along the more northerly course it follows
the fact that milford valley is so close to what finally became

the accepted route of the old spanish trail makes it rather evident
that many parties may have peered into the valley or even traversed
it going to or from california there was a great period of years when

the trail was not so definitely identified as it later came to be and
there are many known cases where parties took routes which carried
them north of this trail and possibly through this valley

creer op cit p 55

53 ibid

52

Bo

troversy
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but it proved very difficult to get the water out of thetiieflie river onto the
land and eventually a shortage of water occuredoccurredoc withcured this threat
to their supply of livestock feed it was necessary to seek other sources

they found that an excellent stand of native grasses existed
in the lower valley so the farmers and stockmen began making trips

merkley op cit 1.1 ppo 2122120

21
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CHAPTER 111IIIlii

beginnings

the first settlers in the milford valley and their motives for
comingcoining represent an extension of earlier colonization in beaver and
minersvilleMiners inville the eastern part of the county therefore the settle-
ment of milford cannot be fully understood without a brief knowledge
of the pioneers of these earlier settlements

the first colonists sent south by the mormon leader brigham
young bypassed the beaver valley because they felt that it was a cold
and unpleasant place in comparison to the more southerly colonies
after exploration of the tushar beaver mountains to the east how-
ever it was found there was a fine quantity of good timber which was
suitable for lumber and it was decided that the valley would provide
fine pasturage for cattle from the southern utah settlements

in the early part of february 1856 george A smith mor-
mon apostle in charge of settlements in southern utah sent a group
of men to locate what became beaver city within a year the exis-
tence of lead ore was made known in the mineral range to the west
and a number of people moved down the canyon near the present site
of minersvilleMiners toville engage in mining activities in connection with the
old rollins lincoln mine soon others followed but with the purpose
in mind of farming by diverting the water from the beaver river the
first crops were planted on the present site of Miners

on

in in
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to the pastures near the yellow banks about 2 miles north and slightly
east of the present union pacific station at milfordomilfordmilfordeMilmii thefordo wild hay was
cut with scythes loaded on wagons pulled by oxen or mules and taken
to be stored in the fields at minersvilleMiners toville provide for winter feeding
the settlers of minersvilleMiners laidville claim to these grass lands by the
yellow banks as early as 1862 as their only meadow land n ann-
ually they would cut the grass together sometimes making the
rigorous round trip of nearly thirty miles down and back in one day

finally in 1867 under the direction of bishop mcknight and two others
the land was divided into lots aggreeableaggregableaggree toable provisions entered into

4by the people jointly in a mass meeting called for that purpose n

it was during these same early years that stock raisers
from beaver recognized the value of the fine grass lands in the lower
valley and brought their stock here to graze along the river and on

the bench land cattle were usually branded and then turned out to-

gether on the range it is estimated that during the 1870s and 1880s
there were over twenty thousand cattle on the range in the valleys of

southwestern utah sheep were also introduced at a very early date
M L shepherd had his sheep on the east side of the river near the
yellow banks as early as 1865 while most of the land claimed by

minersvilleMiners menville seemed to be on the west side of the river
this arrangement seemed to be satisfactory for many years

but eventually difficulties arose fifteen men from minersvilleMiners
with

ville
EH blackburn as their spokesman preferred a charge against

shepherd before the beaver stake high council a mormon eccles-
iastical organization for allowing his sheep to cross the river onto

their fields after hearing both sides of the case john R murdock
president of beaver stake rendered a decision that both of the
parties should keep their stock and hay cutting activities to their own

record of the high council of beaver stake of zion book
H n minutes of december 3 1870 MS in the L D S historians
officeofficeroffices salt lake city utah

statement of david mcknight personal interview may 23
1856

4high council minutes locloco citocit
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side of the river this decision was unanimously accepted by the
high council and the matter was peacefully settled

one of the minersvilleMiners menville joseph turley appears to be the
first person to hold federal title to land in the milford valley he
took up eighty acres on the west side of the river near the yellow banks
in 1869 NE 14 of SE 14 sec 32 NW 14 of SW 14 sec 33 T 27

S R 10 W one month later jerome zabriskie took up a piece
about a quarter of a mile to the south on the same side of the river

7but it is doubtful whether either of them ever actually lived here
the motivation for these acquisitions probably came at this time be-
cause for the first time in the history of the territory it was possible
to obtain federal title to land in 1869

in the spring of 1870 M L shepherd preempted a quarter
Q

section east of the river and closer to the yellow banks there are
indications that a few others built in the yellow banks area and

0
shepherd operated a dairy for a time but the exact dates are unknown

the existence of settlers in this locality is intimated by a complaint
made in 1872 by beaver businessmen that it was not uncommon for
the southern mails going west and north from beaver to go as far as
yellow banks in the vicinity of star district and the same mail be
brought back to beaver the next day

actual settlement on the present site of milford firstirstarst came
sometime in the fall of 1870 to arvin M stoddard goes the honor
of being milfordsmilfordeMil pioneerfords founder but it is not known why he came
to this valley nor why he chose the specific location he did he was
born september 1 1825 in portland leads county canada and
came to utah in october of 1847 with charles C richsriches company of

bid
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mormon pioneers he was an engineer surveyor by profession and
was employed in 1849 by captain howard stansbury who was exploring
the great salt lake in the latter part of 1849 he moved south to the
new settlement of provoprove where he is listed as one of the founders of

that city along with one of his brothers john rufus stoddard jerome
zabriskie and others

As mormon colonization was extended one colony was located
at san bernardino california arvin stoddard and his three brothers
sheldon albert and rufus went to live in this colony A report of

the 25th quorum of seventies made on may 9 1853 at salt lake city
14lists arvin stoddard as living in lower california the date of his

return to utah is not known but it is known that as the mormons were
threatened by the approach of johnstons army toward utah in late
1857 president brigham young sent word for the people living in the
outlying settlements including san bernardino to dispose of their
property and return to utah it is quite likely that the stoddard
brothers returned to utah at this time although there were a few
people who did not return for many years if they did return at this
time there is a question as to where they were for about ten years time
it has been commonly thought that arvin stoddard lived in minerMiners

before he came to settle in the milford valley but the US census
reports for 1860 and 1870 do not list his name as living in minersvilleMiners
even

ville
though there were other stoddardsstuddardsStod livingdards there during this period

it is interesting to speculate as to why stoddard selected the
place he did he built his house near the bottom of a small hill where
the catholic church now stands near the edge of a swamp his back
door opened to the sagebrush covered hillside and at the front was a
stand of somewhat undesirable salt and wire grass in thickly coated
alkali soil at this time there were no roads it was not on any mail
route nor had the mining activities which were just beginning to the

arvin M stoddard n11 biographical card file of the utah
state historical society salt lake city utah

13 journal history of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saintssaint n may 19 1852 MS in the LDS church historian
office salt lake city utah

deseret news october 1 1853
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west and south focused attention on the possibilities for mill and
smelter sites on this hillside this was a year before the railroad
line was even commenced south from salt lake city and many years
before they knew that it would come through beaver county

stoddard had been associated with jerome zabriskie as early
as 1852 when they lived in provoprove one possibility is that he was told
of the milford valley by zabriskie who had land there the stoddard
homestead was just a mile south of zabriskiezabriskies s land A second poss-
ibility is that he came through the influence of M L shepherd who had
lived in san bernardino before moving to beaver in 1857 or perhaps
it was through the association of both of these men plus the very
short depth necessary to reach the water level of only 12 to 15 feet
below the surface at the point of location this would make it unnec-
essary to live nearer a spring

the settlers who came to the milford valley in the early 1870 s

located primarily where water was readily accessible joseph clem-
ents homesteaded a quarter section out at hay springs about seven
miles south of stoddardsstuddardsStod indards the spring of 1871 and shortly after
arvins brother john rufus stoddard took up some land adjoining

15clements on the south with access to the spring several home-
steads were established near the bend in the river a little over a
mile south from arvin stoddard which came to be known as horse
shoe bend

for many years it has been a popular notion that no one lived
in or near the present site of milford until the coming of the railroad
in 1880 in addition to those already mentioned by 1872 joseph
clements had sold a piece of land at hay springs to william pritchard
J R stoddard had sold a piece near the same place to samuel ten
eyck and also had given permission to two men williams and guio
to carry on a butchering business the following year peter martin
located at horse show bend R A ko hugessenHu purchasedgessen a piece in
the east fields from arvin stoddard and edwin bingham homesteaded

17near horse shoe bend the ivan mcknight farm all in the 1870 s

abstracts in the county clerksclerk office beaver utah
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although the original settlement of the milford valley was not
related to the mining activity during the decade from 1870 to 1880 it
assumed a degree of importance because of its proximityproximproximo to several

laden mountain ranges by 1870 prospectors were beginning
to infest the surrounding hills especially to the west and southwest
where notable strikes had been made several mining districts had
been organized by 1872 but no political divisions had yet been made
in this part of the county at a special term of the county court held
in beaver on march 15 1872 census takers were appointed for the
county isaacisaa grundy was appointed for the star district the court
ordered that the various mining camps of the star district including
all the settlements below the yellow banks be formed into a precinct

18and to be called the star precinct
19ed justice of the peace and morgan L peden was named constable

with the increased mining activity and the rugged men it
drew the liquor business soon made its appearance the county
court received a petition from J R stoddard in may 1872 to sell
liquor at his residence at hay springs in star precinct one month
later two petitions were granted one to ole allison to f retail all
kinds of spiritous liquors at the horse shoe bend 11 and the other to
smith and jacobs to keep a saloon at dan martins station north of

21there
these early comers to the valley never lacked for lively

topics of conversation when it was possible to get together reports
from the mines started coming in always in glowing terms many

of the miners were sure that by the time they had sunk their shaft
another 50 feet they would be fixed financially for life and moremorborebor thane

one of the farmers in the valley put up grub stakesstakes1 to keep the
miners from starving until they could strike it rich excitement also
came from beaver about the coming of the US soldiers to be sta-
tioned there what would they do no one was quite sure but it

ecordrecord of the county court of beaver county 185618831856 n1883
ppap 106107106 MS107 in county clerks office beaver utah
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was nice that they brought a doctor the only one within a radius of
150 miles and if the conversation lagged on mines and soldiers
there were always those terrible blinding dust storms during the sum-
mer months or the new families just moving in

in the fall of 1873 the mining activity in the surrounding area
beckoned what became one of milfords prominent families the sons
of john D williams instead of locating at one of the camps beginning
to spring up around the mines they homesteaded on a piece of land
adjoining arvin stoddardstoddardsstuddards the mother of these boys had died in

baltimore and the father went to arizona but felt that it was too hot
22coming north he stopped at rush lake in juab county when he

wrote for the boys to come west the two oldest george and daniel
came to the milford valley daniel was an assayer and undoubtedly
felt that the mining activity in beaver county would provide opportun-
ities for good employment

about the same time as these boys came the side hill near
the center of arvin stoddards property was selected for a mill site
by a mining company just coming into the area daniel was employed
by this 10stamp10 millstamp which was erected in the fall of 1873 on the hill
near where the present library stands he was sitting up by the mill
one day watching the ore wagons rumble down the road from the cave
mine with their loads for the mill when he got an idea it was neces-
sary for the wagons to ford the river since no bridge had been con-

structed yet therefore the crossing about where the present bridge
is located 13 mile southeast of town became known as the mill

23ford he decided to name the town milford the name caught on

and soon was recognized as the official name of the town quite often
in the early years it was spelled millford in county court records
and newspaper articles but soon gave way to the present spelling

elizabeth neilson john D william 11 1936 p 1 type-
written manuscript in possession of dorothy reese williams beaver
utah

23statements of john mitchell william s danielsdaniel nephew may
22 1956 and dorothy reese williams daniels wife august 27 1955
there is no evidence to support an alternative theory probably named
for milford merril who built and operated the first smelter in the towns
vicinity 11 elbert L cox comp beaver county gazatteergazetteer beaver
utah beaver press 1938 p 1
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john D williams daniels father had come from wales to

baltimore maryland in about 1849 when he was only nineteen years
old he came to utah in 1870 as an expert smelter man and was first
employed as superintendent of the building and running of a smelter in

24juab county later he was superintendent of the chicago smelter
in east canyon near tooelethoele before coming to frisco for a short

25time in 1874 he was employed to erect a smelter for the reduction
of ore near frisco by william S godbe his employer in east can-
yon but this did not prove successful because of some defect in the
water supply so he decided to build one of his own on a site on his
son daniels property the smelter was built on the side hill just
below where the present high school building stands A large depres-
sion in the center of the southeast walk about midway up the hill
marks the spot of the old well the smelter started out with a bang

27and things in the community were looking very prosperous
with signs of prosperity in the community the citizens

petitioned the county court to organize milford into a precinct the
petition was granted on october 30 1876 and william H lighthall
was appointed justice of the peace and EH fisher was appointed

28constable the people were so confident of the future growth and
development of milford that it was thought the district court would
soon be shifted from beaver to milford this would have created a

sensation at the time because interest was at its peak over the trial
of john D lee participant in the mountain meadow massacre
mormons and nonmormons of the community were both outspoken in
their views as to the degree of lees guilt but things quieted down

29after his conviction and execution in march of 1877

neilson loc cit

deseret news may 27 1874

neilson loc cit
27statement of dorothy reese williams personal interview

august 27 1955
ft
record of the county court op cit p 196

andrew L neff history of utah 1847 to 1869 salt lake
city deseret news press 1940 p 432

26
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during this period the most notorious outlaw in southwestern
utah was ben tasker a very successful rustler during the 1870s
he rustled many horses and some cattle in the milford valley and
others nearby but the law either couldnt catch him or if it did was
unsuccessful in proving his guiltoguiltguilbo in later years he ran a watering
station for freighters at mountain springs where he kept a gang of

outlaws with him more than one freighter would return to milford
and recount his experience with the tasker gang it was said that he
would sell water and goods to freighters and then have his gang rob
them after they had gone some miles farther on

the residents of milford valley were generally good law
abiding citizens they also recognized the unwritten law of the fron-
tier which was upheld by public sentiment and a smoking gun if
necessary but now that it was possible to have private title to land
most of the troubles seemed to diminish and milford was relatively
a quiet community in the later part of the 1870s by 1878 things had
slowed down to such an extent that milford precinct was annexed to
the star precinct for voting purposes with the place of voting at

33shauntieshauntshauntuechauntSh inauntie the mining area this was an indication of the increas-
ing importance mining played during this decade

deseret news november 3 1875

statement of david mcknight personal interview may 23
1956

ibid

record of the county court op cit p 233
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CHAPTER IV

MINING

nearly a half century before the mormon pioneers entered
the great basin spaniards were seeking precious metals and carrying
out limited quantities of ore by pack animals when brigham young
sent out some of the first scouting parties they returned to tell of the
number of prospecting holeshoies they had seen in southwestern utah
especially near the great iron deposits of iron county the spaniards
had an old saying that iron was the slutluf1 of metals and where it exist-
ed they would expect to find its more important pupsft nearby
finds in recent years seem to substantiate earlier indications that
the spaniards carried on limited mining activities in thisthithl area up
a canyon a short distance south of parowancarowanPa foundrowan scratched on the
rocks were the date 1831 a spanish cross and the word gold spelled
with the letters backwards in zion canyon was found a 200 foot
tunnel and lying near the bottom was an old pick with the handle

4decayed to dust
in 1852 william H kimball deputy marshall arrested a

party of mexicans who were kidnapping indians the
leader of the party told kimball that indian slave trading
was the most profitable business he had been in since he
packed ore from the vicinity of provo fort to sante fe
before the coming of the mormonscormonsMor 5mons

it appears that the spanish mining ventures ceased completely in this
area when they began to develop the slave trade

edgar M ledyard earlyjearly mining and smelting south of salt
lake city n ax I dent ax may 1931 p 1

statement by william R palmer personal interview
may 24 1956

bid id

ledyard loc cit
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the more modern development of mining in beaver county
began in the late 1850 s according to a statement by C C woodhouse
as early as the summer of 1857 indians brought galena lead or el to

beaverbeaver11 from what is now known as the lincoln mining district it
is not unlikely that what became the famous old rollins lead mine
lincoln was first worked by spaniards in fact an editorial in the

salt lake tribune quotes bentham fabian and early writer who

refers to it as the old spanish mine
when gold feverfever11 spread to utah in 1849 brigham young

counseled the mormon people that they would be wise to stay and plant
grain and build their homes here in the valleys of the mountains
even though it was believed that the mountains contained great treas
ures in mineral wealth the pioneers were discouraged from digging
holes in the ground however in the fall of 1858 isaac grundy

jesse N smith tarlton lewis and william barton discovered
what became known as the rollins lead mine later the lincoln in
the mineral range about three miles north of the present site of

minersvilleMiners andville about ten miles southeast from the site of milford
samples of the ore were sent to brigham young and caused consider-
able interest president young called grundy and others to locate
a settlement in a suitable place by the mine and open it for working
lead was extracted from the ore by a rather crude process and then
molded into slugs for use in making bullets these were used by the
settlers of the area to help defend against indians and for hunting

Q

purposes it was noticed that the ore contained a high content of

silver from this came the report in the east that the mormons shot
9silver bullets

george W woodhouse black powder days 11 beaver press
july 4 1947 see also map on page 32

salt lake tribune november 29 1936 p 11
Q

some people have supposed that the bullets were to be used
for protection against johnstons army but the main difficulties of
the utah war had become somewhat re solvedresolved before the lead was ob-
tained

9merkley op cit p 210
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it is not known just how extensive the mining operations were
after 1858 according to so A kenner an early writer

there were no available means at hand for separating
the metals and the work was not prosectued to any
great extent the region of country in which it is
situated became the first organized mining district in
the territory this was accomplished in 1861 the name
lincoln being given it which name was also subse-

quently given to the old lead mine 0

that this was the first mining district may be true but lincolnlincoln11 is
probably not the correct name the lincoln mining district was
organized on jan 16 1871 in december of 1870 however when
15 men took up various claims in the area of the lincoln mine they
availed themselves of all privileges granted by the pioneer district
mining laws it would appear from this that the first district was
named pioneer 11 but the boundaries were later changed and a reorgfeorg

14anizedanizel district was named lincoln 11

interest in this district lagged during the middle sixties but
in the first part of april 1871187 great excitmentexcitement was caused when some-
one exhibited gold at the cooperative store in beaver dirt which
was being thrown out of a shaft in one of the lead mines was found to

contain gold in paying quantities within a months time their forty
miners at work in the district on seven different ledges washing the
free gold from the dirt and ochreachre H W B kantner writing a

number of years later says from 1868 to 1873 a goodly town had
sprung up in the ravine adjacent to the lincoln mine there being at
one time over 100 houses and fully 500 people in the camp A look

SA kenner utah As it Is salt lake city deseret news
1904 p 323

many historians give this honor to the west mountain
mining district in bingham canyon organized in september of 1863

12 lincoln mining district book A p 1 MS in the
county recordersrecorder s office beaver utahutahoitaho

13 14ibid ibid

deseret news april 26 1871

ibid may 31 1871 ibid
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up this ravine today would cause anyone to wonder whether or not it
would be possible to get that many houses tents or dugouts in such
a narrow space nevertheless the town of lincoln was organized

1 ft
into a precinct of its own in march of 1875 this was but a short
prelude for a ghost town however because a few months later water
was encountered in the lincoln mine and by december the lincoln
mining and smelting company that had been established was asking

19the district judge to declare it bankrupt
across the valley to the west a few prospectors had led

their burros into the somewhat barren and sunbaked picachiocachiopinachioPi range
early in 1870 it took very little digging in the vicinity of elephant
canyon to make some valuable strikes the star mining district was
organized july 8 1870 and for nearly a full decade was so active
that it kept milford in the shadows of unimportance not until the
coming of the railroad did milford begin to rival the star district of

which it was often considered a part
the first prospectors making a claim in the star district

were T F colwell william maxwell GRA bibbins and william
pritchard with J C oneill acting as district recorder this
claim was recorded on the same day as the district was organized
and at that time there probably were not many more than a dozen men
in the area matthew cullen and dennis ryan were other early claim
takers in this district it appears that prospectors wandered into
the west mountains from three different directions from pioche
nevada to the southwest just on the verge of two colossal years
of mining prosperity has been one guess and it is definitely known

that some came from the white pine area in nevada to associate with

at least a few of the mormons who had been connected with the lincoln

18record of the county court op citcite i ppo 152

19deseret news december 15 1875

star mining district book A n p 1 MS in the county
recorders office beaver utah

ibid p 2 ibid P p 3
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deseret news september 17 1873

78ibid
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23
mining venture

the district developed fast and in the second year of its exis-
tence nov 11 1871 there was a reorganization by dividing the

24district elephant canyon divided the north star from the south
star according to D B huntley who made an excellent summary of

utah mining in the summer of 1880 the south star books showed
1046 and in the north star 581 locations but probably not over 350

were owned at the period under review ll11

one

25

of the big problems in the picachiocachiopinachioPi range was the scarcity
of water for this reason much of the mining was done during the
winter months when the ridges were covered with a good layer of snow
some of the outstanding early producers of the south star were the
mammouthMam redmouth warrior moscow and st marymarytsmalyts in the north star
such mines as the elephant hoosier boy wild bill talismantallsmantailsman
harrington hickory and rebel yielded abundant treasures

the prosperous years of this region were from 1872 to 187518750

during this period at least four thriving mining camps existed
shauntieshauntueSh onauntie the west side of the picjtachiopicitachio range boasted some forty
houses and was connected with the deseret telegraph two smelters
began operations late in the summer of 1873 and produced a consider

27able amount of bullion which was shipped to salt lake city later
the two smelters were rebuilt into one better and larger and just
when the camp seemed to be at her peak a great tragedy occurred at
about 2 pm june 15 1875 the shauntieauntieshauntueSh telegraph operator hurriedly

90
broke in on the line with the startling words the town is burning tl

then all was silence the main fire lasted only about an
hour and took almost all the important business houses and many of

the dwellings one hundred men were put out of work when the smelter

23woodhouse op cit february 6 1948

t3s butler geology and ore deposits of the san francisco
and adjacent districts utah washingtonWashing government printing office
1913 p 114

ibid ibid

june 22 1875

1 046

cedar talitailtaiismanaman
26

24b S
17tah
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29went the damage was estimated at 40000 there was an effort
made to rebuild but this active mining camp never regained its im-
portance and today there is hardly a trace to indicate where it once
prospered

elephant city south camp and shenandoah city had their
boom days but failed to achieve the notoriety which belonged to
shauntieshauntueSh howeverauntie in 1872 shenandoah did replace beaver as the
distributing post office of beaver county A correspondent writ-
ing in january of 1874 said there were three hundred miners and
businessmen in shenandoah at that time

As early as 1870 an outcrop of copper had been located in the
san francisco range about eighteen miles northwest of milford in
copper gulch but the san francisco mining district was not organ

32izediced until august 12 1871 the first claim called the grampiongramptonGram
ledge

pion
and company was made by charles oneil john hawkes S J

mcconnell mary oneil william plunkett matt welsh barney
mullen andrew haley daniel murphy and J kennedy this
district enjoyed very little prominence until several years later when
a strike was made that brought fame and fortune to men from salt
lake to new york

when the mining districts to the west of milford and their
many locations are viewed on a map in relation to their discovery
they form a pattern similar to a burrows shoe beginning with the
strikes in the vicinity of elephant canyon in 1870 the line runs to

the san francisco district early august 1871 makes the bend past
the copper gulch area and back to beaver lake mining district

34organized later in august 1871187 and ends up in the rocky mining

district organized march 27 1872

Q 0
ibid ibid september 18 1872

31 utah mining gazette january 24 1874 p 100

32 san francisco mining district book A p 1 MS in
recorders office beaver utah

33 34ibid butler opoop cit p 116

35 rocky mining district book A 11 p 1 MS in the county
recorderrecorders s office beaver utah
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neither the beaver lake or the rocky district had the full
scale boom days that the other districts enjoyed this was undoubtedly
because the predominant metal here was low grade copper which never
assumed the high degree of importance during this period that silver
gold and lead did

other than the crude efforts made in smelting the rich ore
from the lincoln a decade earlier the small smelters of timmerman
and shumer that heatedseatedmeated up in the summer of 1873 at shauntieshauntueSh wereauntie
the first major attempts in the reduction of ores in this area the
riverside smelter was built the same year about seven miles north
of milford along the river to work the copper ores coming from the

37beaver lake and rocky districts but it ran only a few months
in the fall of 1873 milford made a bid to enter the mining

picture when a scotch and canadian company selected the site near
the present location of the library to build their 10stamp10 millstamp on
this property leased from arvin stoddard the mill was built at the
cost of 45 000 by the harrington and hickory consolidated mining
company

in august 1876 this company ran about five months
and produced 19 000 in very fine bullion the mill
has been idle since the watchman sued for his wages
and took the property in 1878

until the hill was prepared for planting lawn and the present library
building was constructed it was still possible to see the places where
the different levels of the old mill were and the remains of the
tailings pond at the bottom of the hill

in the summer of 1875 thompson and low of beaver built
a smelter called the troy furnace on the bench about six miles south

39west of milford to handle the ore from the mammouthMam minemouth it

deseret news july 23 1873

37butler op cit p 116

ibid p 115 ibid

36

m111

0 to work the ores of the old hickory mine which
had been sold to it for about 100 000 the mill ran
a few months on about 35ounce35 oreounce in the winter of
1873741873 and74 produced from 9 000 to 12 000 in base
bullion it was then idle until leased by the cave co
in five

38

36

38 39
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20

butler opOF cit

38

made a successful run for a few months and then lay idle until it burn
40ed in 1880 there also were smelters in connection with the lincoln

and cave mines in the southern part of the mineral range but the
spicer smelter at lincoln was idle after they struck water in the

41
mine

A severe blow had been dealt to the mining industry in 1875 by

the burning of shauntieauntieshauntueSh and the appearance of water in the shaft of

the lincoln milling and smelting activities were grinding to a halt
and a pall seemed to be falling on the camps about this time hist-
ory was made by two sunbrownedsun prospectorsbrowned in the san francisco
district the two james ryan and samuel hawkes had been active
in the district for some years before this and their names can be

42seen on many location notices in 1871721871

to
72

these two miners water for their burros seemed to be a
significant factor in choosing a camp site so they pitched their tents
on the south end of grampiongramptonGram hillpion near squaw springs this made it
necessary to go over a mile to some of the prospects they were
working but they felt like it was worth it to have such good access to
the springs

every day on their way to work these men passed a huge

boulder alongside the trail which resembled the top of a haycock

the story has been handed down that one day one of the men said he
was going to remember and bring a pick with him and test the rock
on september 24 1875 the rock was broken open to reveal a re

43markable deposit of galena ore glistening in the sun the two

miners agreed that this was certainly a bonanza 11 and scratched
44that name on the location notice they sank a 30 foot shaft show-

ing a continuation of the rich ore and then sold it on february 17

40nibid

deseret news april 21 1875

42san francisco district op cit

p 164

44works progress administration utah A guide to the state
americantlamerican guide series n new york ha st ing s hou s e pub 1941

p 323
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1876 to A G campbell matthew cullen dennis ryan and A bryam
for the sum of 25 000 tradition says that ryan and hawkes sold
because they feared the vein of ore would soon run out and it just about
has 50 000 000 later

this mine caused a stir of excitement to run through all the
camps it was the main topic of conversation on the street and across
the dinner tables in milford and throughout many parts of the inter-
mountain territory alienallenailen G campbell and his associates continued
to develop the mine and purchased some land nearby where the mine
employees could settle in this area a small city was built almost
over night which was called frisco the company sank the mine shaft
to 280 feet and extracted 25 000 tons of ore which averaged 100 per
ton they also changed the name of the mine to horn silver 11 by

which it has since become famous
from available information it appears that john D williams

had selected milford for a smelter site before the discovery of the
horn silver mine had been made but with that great potential supply
of ore anticipation of success was even greater in partnership with
john H latey who had worked under him near tooelethoele they constructed
their singlestacksingle customstack smelter in the autumn of 1876 it had
stone shaft furnace a no 412 baker blower a horizontal boiler

47and engine and a small fluedustflue chamberdust n undoubtedly part of

the optimism was centered in the last named part of the construction
the dust chamber this was a special invention which williams had
first used on a smelter near tooelethoele in its early stages williams
claimedclaicial itmedl is an effectual preventative against the workmen being

leaded vegetation can be grown as close to the works as anywhere
else and the amount saved by the fume catcher more than pays the

48whole of the labor employed in working the smelter 11 preliminary
tests showed that the chamber kept the fumes and particles going out
the chimney to a minimum and the dust saved assayed higher than

49the original ore

butler op02 cit p ppe 1641640

ibid46
s ppap 164165164 ibid165 p 115

deseret news may 27 1874
49utah mining gazette september 27 1873 p 37
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smelting operations began fine but after 1 500 tons of horn
silver ore had been worked some sort of a misunderstanding occur
red available records do not indicate what the trouble was but this
breach was never repaired the smelter worked for about two years
receiving 500 tons of star ore and 400 tons of cave ore which to-
gether with that from the horn silver produced about 770 tons of

c i c
bullion and then remained idle until august of 1880

at frisco several methods of reducing the ore from the
horn silver were tried but due to scarcity of water difficulty getting
sufficient charcoal and other minor problems these attempts met
with only limited success the owners of the minebine built a small
smelter which burned in 1877 so they rebuilt by enlarging it to three

53furnaces another private smelter was erected by the frisco
smelting company under the direction of william S godbe in 1877

it was built like an ordinary furnace but had a flue extending up the
side hill several hundred feet it was hoped that this would create
sufficient draft to dispose with an engine and blower they made
a few tons of bullion but the draft could not be regulated and as the

54fire approached the surface of the charge the bottom would freeze tr

in 1879 the horn silversliver mining company was organized
and a half interest in the mine was sold at the rate of 5 000 000 for
the whole thing actually only 2 500 000 changed hands with
the previous owners remaining in the company jay cooke the
J pierpont morgan of his day was one of the new investors

As the fortunes of the minebine went so went frisco the boom
town about a mile northeast of the workings murray shick gives an

interesting view of the community about 1879

pearson first name forgotten who
came from pioche was elected to clean up the town

the dailydallydaliy salt lake tribune july 20 1881

51 52butler op cit p 115 ibid

op cit 2 p 323
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minewent

0 frisco was booming from alta and ophir utah
and from colorado nevada and arizona came boom11boom

ers miners gamblers gunmen and dance hall
girls A sheriff

50

0 tp
53 54deseret news september 12 1877.18771877 ibid

deseret news january 29 1879 ibid
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with the simple philosophy that dead men give no trouble
he put on a law enforcement campaign there were no fines
to be paid no jail sentences to serve and burial expenses
were not excessive pearson gave a man his choice
shoot it out or leave town many tried to shoot it out
but pearson had strong nerves and a quick trigger finger
he was known to have killed as many as six men in one
night and it finally became necessary to hire a body
mover to clean up after him the wagon made the
rounds every morning and hauled away one or two corpses
they were buried without questions or funeral announce-
ments frisco acquired a reputation as the wildest camp
in utah each of the twentyonetwenty saloonsone had its stories of
killings in oneglaceone twogiaceglaceblaceaiacealace men were killed over fifty cents
in a faro game

the bullion produced by the smelters in frisco and the other
mining camps was freighted at first by wagon to salt lake city and

59later to the terminus of the railroad as it pushed southward be-
cause of local difficulties in smelting the ores the horn silver min-
ing company built a smelter at francklyn six miles south of salt
lake city in the summer of 1880 because of the problems incurred
in freighting the ore by wagon the owners of the mine were anxious
to see the railroad come to this area for this and other reasons
the horn silver mine was no small factor in the extension of the utah
southern railroad to beaver county in 1880

ibid

p 1651650
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CHAPTER V

THE RAILROAD

the meeting of the iron rails at promontory utah on may
10 1869 touched off great celebrations throughout the nation when
governor leland stanford of california drove the golden spike the
union pacific and the central pacific had pushed to completion over
1 700 miles of track in about two years time mormon and gentile
leaders in salt lake city had both hoped the road would be built to
the city of the great salt lake instead of north to ogden

when the inevitable was realized the utah central railroad
company was organized on the same day that the union pacificpacifjacif

3reached ogden to construct a line from there to salt lake seven
days after the golden spike had been driven brigham young presi

4dent of the new company turned the first sod for the branch line
the thirty seven miles of road was completed to salt lake on january
10 1870 being constructed in less than eight months at the com-

pletion of this line joseph A young superintendent told a large
crowd assembled that he hoped that the last spike of this road was
but the first of the next which would extend to the cotton country11country
in southern utahs dixie

the settlements south of salt lake were anxious to be con-

nected by rail with the hub of the intermountain empire on may 1

1871 the utah southern was commenced south from salt lake by a
company composed of some of the same men who had been associated

or son F whitney the making of a state salt lake city
deseret news 1908 p 168

bid p 1 74740 3ibidbibid

6ibidbibid

bid
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with the utah central with william jennings as president by sept-
ember the road had reached sandy a year later it was to lehi and

Q

fourteen months after that it had been completed to provo finally on

april 1I 1875 it reached york near the northern border of juab county
Q

where it remained for four years
from the beginning of the utah southern there seemed to be

no definite route or destination agreed upon there were different
resources in different areas of the state each beckoning for the steel
bands to reach out in their directiondirectioho one of the first to bring a major
consideration was the coal beds in sanpete county others that were
equally as enticing were the mining activities and the freighting of

bullion from the southwestosouthwestsouth inwesto fact during the boom days of pioche
nevada there was agitation for the utah southern to come in that dir-
ection an article in the pioche record said

the trade of pioche is now assuming such large prop
proportions that both the east and west are bidding
against each other as to which shall control the greater
portion in the struggle the question of railroad exten-
sion will cut no mean figure through the extension of
the southern utah the iron arms of the union pacific
have been partially opened to grasp this trade

p 177

deseret news november 20 1872
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at the time the utah southern was just reaching provo there
had been plans for a railroad to be called the salt lake sevier valley
and pioche railroad under the direction of general PE connor who

was then associated with the mining activities of pioche so vigor-
ous was his campaign to sell bonds in the east and immediate plans
to push the railroad that it looked for certainty that the first railroad
through southern utah would take the sevier valley route this was a
problem of concern for the people in the more western areas of the
state

there were many meetings held such as one in beaver at

andrew jenson church chronology salt lake city deseret
news 1914 p 84

0
J marinus jensen the history of provo provo J marin-

us jensen 1924 p 231
9whitney op cit
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the beaver institute for the purpose of agitating the railroad and
iron manufacture it speakers12 at the meeting were AJ stewart
deputy US surveyor of the territory general pace judge hart
and bishop john R murdock

it is very doubtful that the beaver meeting had any connection
but a company known as the utah southern railroad extension with
william jennings as president was organized three days later in saltsait
lake city the object of this company was to extend a line of

railroad southwards from the southern terminus of the utah southern
on the northern border of juab county to the 3730 parallel on the
border of washington county a adistancedistance of two hundred miles pass

14ing through the counties of juab sanpeteSan beaverpete and iron
six weeks later william jennings and john sharp president

and vice president respectively made a trip to the south to make a

definite decision relative to the route of the extension their first
stop was the coal fields of sanpete county their problem was whether
or not the coal beds and resources here were important enough to build
the line through salt creek canyon certainly there was a greater
population in the sanpete area to recommend that route on the other
hand the more southwesterly direction through millard and beaver
counties would present superior advantages in the matter of grade
and therefore would be much less expensive for railroad building
purposes

it is not apparent whether they made a definite decision at
this time or waited until the utah southern had completed their road
to chicken creek in southern juab four years later however there
was at least a general awareness that the western route was favored
at this time

by the latter part of 1875 the railroad in utah had become
more than just a local issue and other localities were picking up

ibid january 14 1874 ibid january 6 1875
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interest the san bernardino times of december 24 carried an
article entitled let Us have A railroad 11 and mentioned the desire
there was in los angeles at the time to connect with the utah south-
ern notwithstanding all the agitation however no more track was
laid for four years

the subject was not a dead issue even though the tracklaying
ceased for so many years this is illustrated by the following letter
written by daniel tyler of beaver to the deseret news in november of

1876

A railroad meeting was held in the beaver institute on
the evening of the 14th instdinst and I1 beg your indulgence to
offer a few reflections upon the main feature of concern

the main object is to get up a petition to congress ask-
ing a subsidy of every alternate section of land now
unclaimed for a distance of five milesmalesmaies each way from the
road for the purpose of its construction it was admitted
by one of the speakers that this was the first time citizens
had been asked to sign such a petition and I1 will add it
is to be hoped it will be the last I1 can but look upon it
as a liberal dodge11 to hoodwink the community to ask
congress to do what it has already done in its liberality
to the UP and other roads donate more land than
would build them thus virtually building the roads and
give the proceeds to the company with a margin of pro-
fit in some cases three times the actual cost of con-
struction for running it on some of the roads this
picture is not overdrawn and the chances are that it
would not be overdrawn in southern utah although it was
argued that a heavy portion would be worthless sage-
brush and mountain lands one of the wondermentswonder ofments
southern utah is that rich mines are discovered in local-
ities least expected and in situations different from those
ever known to the oldest and most experienced miners
this point needs no proof as it has been published in
your own and every other prominent newspaper in the
territory on some of these socalledso worthlesscalled sage
lands such mines are as likely to exist as in the steril
lands of leeds in washington county and where the grant
could extend into the mountains they are as likely to con-
tain th rich metals as those a few miles west of beaver

with all the excitement concerning the route of the railroad
it would surely be safe to assume that the mining regions west of

ibid january 12 1876

ibid november 29 1876
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milford would be making a play but there are no documents left to
indicate to what extent nothing is heard from milford or frisco be-
cause neither of them were sufficiently populated at the time to
warrant a newspaper most of our information concerning this period
comes from the columns of the state papers i e deseret news
salt lake tribune salt lake herald quoting the beaver papers for
that reason the railroad talk all seems to be centered in beaver when
in reality the western part of the county may have been more active
in trying to lure the interests of the railroad

with respect to the journalism of the county
more first class twofistedtwo payingfisted newspapers have

flourished and died with their boots on in beaver than in
any other city of several times its size moreover the
beaver newspapers because of isolation yet prominence
of that city in the early history of the state furnished to
the city dailies and other exchanges more column inches
by far than any other single set of news sources before
the day of syndicate and press associations n

there is an additional reason for all the excitement in the
beaver papers on march 8 1877 the beaver enterprise mentioned
that many of the beaver citizens were talking railroad there was
a growing feeling that the extension would follow the southwesterly
route and it was thought that the sulphur mines at cove creek would
be sufficient inducement to bring the road to beaver however on

the 28th of that month S A kenner wrote the editor of the deseret
news that the hopefulness with which the beaveritesBeave lookedrites forward
to the town becoming a metropolis has disappeared under the wither-
ing conviction that the utah southern railroad will never penetrate
its borders 11 and20 three weeks later in the beaver square
an editorial confirms the attitude

the building of the utah southern is not so much talked
of as it was some time ago we have had several parties
in beaver who know just when the last lick will be struck
and the town sites in beaver county that would be made

18 J cecil alter early utah journalism salt lake city utah
state historicalstorical society 19389389 p38 22

deseret news march 14 187701877
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valuable by the road the knowledge of these poor devils
is perfectly startling they will impart more informa-
tion to a hotel keeper for a weeksweek board than is contained
in bancroftsBan newcrofts law encyclopedia z

if it was known in beaver it didnt seem to be known anywhere
else in any event the railroad did not come to the sulphur mines or
beaver and it was nearly two years before the utah southern decided
to extend its line from the northern border of juab county to chicken
creek near the southern border it was also in the first part of jan-
uary 1879 that the utah southern extension made the decision to
extend the line to frisco home of the horn silver mine which was
winning so much acclaim to aid in this project the owners of the

22mine paid onefourthone offourth the construction cost
by this time the union pacific had acquired a part ownership

of the utah central capital stock from brigham young and his assoc-
iates and the building of the extension to milford was a joint enter

23prise beginning at chicken creek the utah southern extension
pushed the work very rapidly in the late summer and fall of 1879 and
the california ranch fourteen miles south of deseret became the

24winter terminus by january of 1880 the road had been graded to
within ten miles of milford and orders had been received from the
east to push the work forward and complete the grading and tracklay-
ing within sixty daysdayse

As

25

the road moved clowndown the valley the anticipation of its
coming mounted even minersvilleMiners peopleville were excited with the
possibility that the main line may turn in that direction on february
11 1880 the deseret news carried some interesting excerpts from
the beaver watchman

ibid april 25 1877
22BH roberts A comprehensive history of the church of

jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday salt lake city deseret news press
1930 vol VI p 2

23
A condensed sketch of the corporate history of the compan-

ies comprised within the union pacific system n p 3 obtained from
UPRR dept of public relations 1416 dedge street omaha
nebraska

24 deseret news january 7 1880
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minersvilleMiners isville steadily coming to the front the survey-
ors having marked out the southern extension through
the burg

uncle george adair who resided at minersvilleMiners someville
18 years ago used to relate a dream which he had about
that town he said that in his dream he saw a railroad
built into said town and the place transformed from an in-
significant little farming settlement into a live bustling
mining and railroad town it is beginning to look as if
uncle georgesgeorge prophecy might be fulfilled 26

optimism faded however when the line did not go in that direction
it can only be guessed that at the time they considered the miners
ville pass as the best route to include the settlements in the little
salt lake valley and cedar city

even though frisco was now considered the goal of the utah
southern extension indications are numerous that it was ultimately
to be considered only a branch this seems certain because of the
direction of the road south from black rock with only slight variations
directly to milford had there been no intention of extending the road
at this time beyond frisco at least ten or more miles could have
been saved by turning in a south southwest direction along the western
bench of the valley after leaving black rock and taking the route
through the cut by the rocky mining districtdistricts from that point on up

to frisco it could have followed the same route as the branch took
without having to make the tremendous loop down past milford and
back it seems apparent that the railroad company still planned to

extend to the northern border of washington county where the iron
deposits were available and eventually on to california through
southern nevada

south of black rock a small station facility was located
near smythssmeths ranch consisting of one adobe building and a platform

27occupied by the track maintanersmaintanersomaintainers from this station later called
reed the track came directly south for nine miles then turned
slightly southwest through the cut by the yellow banks at this point
the track crosses the beaver river heading directly to milford

ibid february 11 1880
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the first survey made through milford was about three blocks
west of the present main line it passed along what became known as
stoddard street presently first west street and the depot was to
have been a small adobe house then situated on the northeast corner
of the present center and first west streets directly east across

28the street from where the williams hotel was later built had this
survey been used it would have taken away the necessity of draining
the swamp and marsh land just to the east where the line ultimately
was constructed however the survey was changed and the land
drained with sufficient soil hauled in to build up the road bed in prep-
aration for the tracklayerstrack tolayers take over

by the end of the first week in may the track had been laid to

milford and offices and other railroad buildings were being moved
from black rock to their new location which became the terminus
on may 15 1880 29

the cost of the railroad from sandy to milford two hundred
and nine miles was 2 036 000 or 97 417 per main track mile

28statement of jennie martin personal interview may 23
1956

salt lake tribune may 19 1880

information obtained from the valuation land and tax
department union pacific railroad company omaha nebraska
on p 3 of a photo static copy dated january 25 1936 no title
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CHAPTER VI

A BIG YEAR 1880

As the sun beat down on the bands of steel edging south from
black rock in the early months of 1880 a peculiar contrast was pres-
ented in the midst of this windy valley there were clanging rails
pounding of spikes and a jackrjacer abbit leaping from under a sagebrush
far off a wily coyote moved swiftly through the brush in search of a
hapless victim and the wind allowed a mouse hawk to soar gracefully
around its head turned from side to side searching for prey the
little prairie dogs stood up in their holes with anxiety over this new
noise that was invading their solitude

the nearness of the rails caused great anticipation to run
among the settlers of the valley they wondered just what effect the
railroad would have on milford and the surrounding area the in-
creased interest and commercial prospects caused them to have a
survey made of the townsite perhaps by arvin stoddard a surveyor
on whose land most of the townsite was located prospective merch-
ants poured in from many directions and purchased land from stoddard
in lots of 50 by 100 feet at the rate of 50 to 100 each

the expected business boom looked like a fabulous opportunity
to get rich quick and by the time the tracklayerstrack hadlayers reached milford
in the first week of may the town resembled the bustling activity to be
found in the development and construction of a modern subdivision
carpenters laborers cellar diggers well diggers painters and
paperhangers worked from early in the morning until late in the

3evening to get in on the prosperity that was anticipated
the pounding hammering sawing and hustling continued for

about two or three weeks and brought a remarkable change to the
town the railroad company built a large warehouse put up sevbev

1 2 3deseret news june 30 1880 ibid ibid
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eral lesser buildings and offices and two forwarding companies built
one on each side of the railroad warehouse in a short time three or
four dozen buildings were finished many of them being designed as

4stores and saloons
then came saturday may 15 1880 a momentous day local

citizens and others who had come from surrounding communities and
the mining camps were filled with excitement as they waited and watch-
ed for a glimpse of smoke in the north finally there was a shout
and the people crowded around to look down the tracks towards the
yellow banks to see the first passenger train coming into milford

As it traveled those last few miles directly to town from the
yellow banks the people were jubilant but as it pulled into the yard
most of the crowd started to move back the roaring boiler and the
hissing steam frightened the children and even some of the parents
were afraid it might blow up any minute

from the train stepped governor eli murray of the territory
of utah and other dignitaries who had been north A dispatch from
frisco to the salt lake tribune named register neil presley
denny esq of beaver delegate to the chicago convention and
judge jones of wyoming under the escort of R S anderson esq
and col compson of friscofrisco11 as those who accompanied the governor

the party was received at the station by alienallenailen goG campbell of bon-
anza frame and john M burke from frisco both of whom seemed

Q

to take precedence over the local citizens
if the crowd was expecting a round of speeches they were

disappointed because the important visitors went immediately to the
stoddard hotel there a number of persons were introducedtroducedproduced to the
governor and his party and after a brief rest they retired in order to

9make an early trip to frisco the following morning

bid

statement by dorothy reese williams personal interview
august 27 1955

saitsalt lake daily tribune may 18 1880
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the milford townspeople were not the least bit happy to learn
that the governor was more interested in frisco than he was in their
up and coming community but at this particular time frisco and
especially the horn silver mine was being discussed all over the
country and so on sunday morning the governor and his party
had an early breakfast climbed into several light wagons and were
driven to frisco where they could see the old glory hole for them-
selves therefore milforditesMilford hadites to be satisfied that at least
a governor of the territory had finally paid a visit to this mineral
region of the state

after

11

the governor had returned to the capital the construc-
tion of buildings around the railroad terminus at milford continued
in addition to the merchants who were located here prior to 1880180 such
as gabriel huntsman charles halvorsen john D williams and
john H latey those that bought lots and were expected to be open
for business soon were P shwartz of frisco rieley griver and
mccune flour and grain boatright and shimer blacksmith and
wagon rights B F grant general merchandise and a host of other
were contemplating entering business also

places to obtain room and board were in great need because
there was only one hotel stoddards operating at this time it was a
two story frame building which stood facing east on the spot now

occupied by the catholic church it was a picturesque structure
with a small balcony that covered the front and ran the complete
length of the hotel on both sides it was the scene for much activity
during the summer months when it was really crowded but williams
and latey had announced plans to build a fine new hotel just two

blocks north to share in the business
things looked very optimistic but all at once the busy time

ceased the hammers stopped and now no more sawing could be
13heard everything was as dull as it had been before the track

layers had arrived most of the railroad gangs had moved on up

toward frisco and for a few weeks the center of interest in rail-
roading shifted to the rising metropolis of frisco where the exten

ibid llibid11 ibidibid 12 may 19 1880
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slentblent as it fluctuated from time to time but despite the unstable
population it was time for taking the census for 1880 and census
enumerators were appointed with edward keselegesele assigned to the star

17which included milford and minersvilleMiners precinctsville since the
star precinct included the mining camps to the southwest as well as
milford it is fortunate that the 1880 census was taken by listing
each individuals name therefore by knowing approximately the
families that lived in milford it is possible to estimate rather close
what the total population was

sutton opOF citcitocite

llesiles
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14sion was completed and open to traffictraff on june 23

the first trip from milford up the highline to frisco was
made by the engineer fireman and two young women who were invited
to take the memorable ride the two railroad men had been living
at the william s red house one in use before the hotel was built so
they invited dorothy williams wife of daniel D and her sister
mary ann reese of greenville to make the first trip riding in the
engine the trip was very slow because of the grade which neces-
sitated that the track make some horsehoehorseshoehorse turnshoe adding fifty percent
to the distance between the two stations and when they came within
three miles of frisco they were taken the remainder of the distance
in wagon at the time of the ride the engineer told the two girls that
they would live to see the day when they would look back on the event
with a great feeling of pride

even though the railroad had been extended to frisco there
was much to be done around the station and forwarding houses in
milford this provided fair employment and a source of livelihood
for many families other people depended on the freighting business
and therefore much of the population might be considered as traniran

vol II11 p 8278270

statement15 of dorothy reese williams personal interview
august 27 1955

at this writing dorothy reese williamsisWilliam 95sis and mary
ann reese is 93 and they are still thrilled to be able to relate the
excitement of the ride

deseret news may 19 1880
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in the star precinct there were only 313 listed and of this
number perhaps at least three fourths were living in milford at the

18time the activity in the north and south star districts was not
as vigorous as it had been and most of the interest had shifted to
frisco where the greatest concentration of people could be found

little has been said about the population of milford through the years
but the estimates for the town of frisco during the 1880 stretch
as high as above six thousand and some have even said that it once

reached fifteen thousand grampiongramptonGram precinctpion which included frisco
showed 801 inhabitants in 1880 at boom time and it would be fairly
close to say that this was about the population of frisco itself or at

10least near to 800

although most of the interest had shifted to frisco for a few
weeks the outlook for the future of milford was encouraging antic-
ipation of this becoming the distributing and forwarding center of a

vast area beckoned freighters and others associated with the freight-
ing business this called for more stables feed yards and rooming
houses and the demand for hay and grain reached tremendous propor-
tions it took all the hay that could be cut in the valley and more
had to be hauled in from minersvilleMiners adamsvilleAdamsville greenvilleville and
beaver

As the activity in freighting was added to that of mining in

the western part of the county more people from beaver were be-

coming interested in what was going on in milford at the regular
term of the county court in beaver on june 7thath and 8thath much of the
courts business pertained to milfordMJ the20ifordUfordlford court set the place of

election for the star precinct at milford with WH manion presiding
and ITIF W 01 oconnorconnor and gabriel huntsman as clerks A M stoddard
was appointed as road supervisor for district six which included
milford and a petition was presented by latey williams and others
asking the court to have a bridge placed across the beaver river at
the mill ford

10
US bureau of the census tenth census of the united

states 1880 population vol I1 washington government printing
office 1883
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judge cox and selectman E W thompson were appointed a
special commission to examine a suitable location for the bridge and
it was decided to build it at the place suggested this was approx-
imately where the present bridge is located just southeast of town

the first bridge was made of woodwoody and was high enough for a man
on horse to ride under it at that time the river was about forty feet

22wide
As june passed and the summer heat set in things were

peaceful about the community but not all the news was pleasant
pascoe bruce a nightwatchmannight forwatchman the utah southern railroad exten
sion was lying on a bench in woodworthswoodworth saloon and his pistol fellfeli
from his pocket to the floor and accidentally shot him he died a few
days later from complications of the wound but bruce was not
the only unfortunate person to die from such an accident this type
of misfortune was quite common among the men who carried guns

but they were greatly in the minority among the citizens
during the summer the townspeople were delighted to have

the railroad open up a telegraph office in milford on july 20 just in
24time to report all the excitement surrounding the coming election

the liberty party composed almost entirely of nonmembersnon ofmembers the
mormon church was anxious to put its best candidates in the field
and a good effort was made to turn out the vote throughout the
county over 1 100 votes were cast in the election but difficulties
arose when it was found that 145 votes had been sworn in at milford

25and frisco which had not been registered all the candidates of

the peoplespeopled party composed almost entirely of Mormormonemons were
given a majority except for the office of sheriff the vote being 480 to
619 with the 145 votes that had been sworn in it caused the
election to be subject to review and resulted in the entire vote from

27frisco milford minersvilleMiners andville adamsvilleAdams beingville thrown out

later the local board held another election in milford

21.21 ibid

statement by abner tanner personal interview june 15
1956
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all the activity in milford at this time must have indicated the promise
of new business and prosperity because joseph field a seasoned
newspaperman from beaver moved his beaver chronicle to milford

28during the middle of august and named it the milford sentinel it
did not last even a year but there was plenty of news if field could
only have found sufficient subscribers

something that made headlines was a shooting that took place
29at 10 am on the 25th of september reports said that about two

years previously two men joe glassford constable of frisco and
a man named fisher had had a difficulty which was never solved
and ended in a dispute glassford came to milford for a short visit
and upon seeing fisher walking down the street he shot at him but
his pistol failed and fisher escaped before glassford was to leave
milford he swore that he would kill fisher on the morning of the
25th he went with gun in hand to stoddards hotel where he had seen
fisher enter a few minutes earlier when fisher saw him coming
he hurried from the bar room through the dining room into the kitchen
just as glassford entered the bar room fisher went back into the
dining room and as glassford looked into the room fisher fired
the bullet hit the assailant flush in the face and he died a few minutes
later fisher immediately gave himself up to the deputy sheriff but
everyone felt that his case was clear and that he would be acquitted
for self defense

not long after this excitement had died down the national
elections became the big event the liberal party nominated alienallenailen
G campbell to run against incumbent george Q cannon as dele-
gate to congress campbell had now become a millionaire chiefly
because of his interests in the horn silver mine he lived in salt
lake but spent much of his time in beaver county with his mining
interests and a commissary he owned in milford he must have been
considered a resident of milford or at least the county at times
because he had run unsuccessfully for the office of selectman for the

0
ibid september 1 1880 there are no known copies of

the milford sentinel extant
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county several times the details of the election and the years of
argument that followed it will be considered in a later chapter

up to this time there had not been much said or done about
religion in this comparatively new communitycorn onemunity writer said that
the inhabitants of milford were mixed from all religious deonomina
tionseions and are like sheep without a herder not one of the reverend
christian ministers has yet attempted to pass his hat around
but by october there were enough mormons in the area that it was
deemed advisable by the beaver stake presidency to organize a ward
this was done with william mcmillan being ordained and set apart
as bishop

by the time winter had set in things were considerably
slower but by december progress had been such that the big new
williams hotel was finished and ready for business many travelers
who visited there considered it the finest structure of its kind south
of salt lake it was 30 feet wide and 75 feet long with two full
stories it was constructed of adobe bricks which were made right
on the property clay was taken from the brow of the hill just below
where the present elementary school is located and mixed with water
and placed in wooden molds to dry the bricks were about a foot
long six inches wide and four inches thick the hotel was furnished

32very exquisitely for the time
through the years many famous people financiers specul-

ators miners railroad men churchmen and others enjoyed the
hospitality of john D williams known as uncle john and his
magnificent hotel it was one of his favorite pastimes to sit out on

the front porch in the afternoon and evening and watch the road to-
wards beaver for travelers he would train his binoculars on any
billows of dastdustd onastmstabt the horizon to see who was coming to town his
daughterinlawdaughter relatesin thatlaw many times he told her how the day
would come when the valley would blossom like a rose and people

33would be glad to come to milford

n i
ibid ibid december 15 188018800

32statement of margaret hickman rogers personal inter-
view august 25 1955

33statement of dorothy reese williams personal interview
august 27 1955
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34another tragic experience marked the end of the year
christmaschristinas morning between ten and eleven oclock while most of the
townspeople were exchanging good wishes of the yule season a shoot-
ing affray took place at malloys saloon between ed kirby and
william thomas kirby had been following thomas during the morn-
ing and making threats he would kill him before evening in the
shooting which took place kirby was killed instantly and thomas was
slightly wounded

thus ended 1880 milfordsMU bigfords year with just fair business
success but there was anticipation for greater things to come

deseret news december 29 1880
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CHAPTER VII

1881 to 1889

the shrill toot of the utah southern engines soon became a
familiar part of the local scene the railroad had caused a tremenbremen
duousdaous amount of improvements to be made in the area and with the
announcement that the officials had selected milford as a division
station if the road was continued south in the spring hopes really
began to soar the cold weather managed to take the edge off how

ever and everything else was kept at a standstill A few teams had
to be hired to haul the ore from the williams smelter but by march
the sentinel reported that the town was as quiettiquietpiquiet as a country
churchyard anznz

thereTher was time for people to turn their attention to some-
thing besides business and so they made an effort to get their children
into the day school which was now running under the direction of clara
latey they had an increase from thirty to thirtyfivethirty studentsfive and

were expecting a few more to join in the near future 3

the lull also gave the people a chance to looktook around town
and see just what a barren place they were living in there were no

trees or shrubs of any kind in the entire coummunity except for the
salt grass and sagebrush nearby A group met together and decided
to plant some trees locust were selected and a row was planted
two blocks long stretching from the stoddard hotel north to the will-
iams hotel within a week they were reported out in leaf 4

the daily tribune capitalized on the reporting of this inci-
dent to poke a little fun at the local newspaper and schools when it

dailydaliy tribune january 1 1881

2 ibid march 9 1881

3
ibid march 29 1881
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quoted the following excerpt from the sentinel with the comment that
it showedishowed conclusively that the mormon school master is abroad it

the shade trees put out by L kesler is now
coming out in leaf

two of our correspondences is crowded out
this week but will appear in our next

very could and dowdy of tuesday
dondont forget the spelling school on friday

next 5

the disagreeably cold temperatures soon gave way as spring
ushered in the warmerwanmer weather but business did not pick up like the
local inhabitants thought it would and even as late as the middle of
june a local correspondent informed the dailyeDailydallydaliy tribune that little has
occurred to disturb the quietude of this hopeful burg no

not a week had passed however until word came south about
the big consolidationconsolidationof of three railroad companies in utah which in-
cluded the line through milford and once again the hopes of the local
citizens were raised that something might be done to extend the line
the consolidation included the utah central the utah southern and

the utah southern extension which was now to be called the utah cen-
tral railway company with termini at ogden and frisco the board
of directors included sidney dillon frank G brown and jay gould
of new york city john sharp feramorzferamorasFera littlemoraimoras and william jennings
of saltsait lake city fred L ames boston massachusetts S N B

clark omaha nebraska and W B doddridge evanston wyoming
by the first week in july there were a half dozen surveyors

in milford and two men were in beaver buying mules to facilitate the
work on the

utah central railroad the design being to
connect it from milford with the southern pacific
at some point in mexico nearest the utah line

the utah and mexico railway 11 that sounds
first class does it not

work did not proceed as expected however and it looked

ailv tribune april 15 1881 slid june 16 1881

eseretdeseret news june 22 1881 icl july 20 1881
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for a time as though the denver and rio grande would come in and
build the line from the south to milford surveying was commenced
by this company and by march of the next year they had a route dotted
with stakes as far south as iron springs on the east side of the pro

9posed route of the utah central neither of the two companies
continued their work however and the project was dropped

As the railroad extension came to a stop the freighting
business took up the slackstacksiack by august of 1881 freight teams were
in great demand to haul the freight that was piling up at milford and

the bullion that was accumulating at the bullionvillebuttionvilteBulli smelteronville in nevada
awaiting transportation to milford mining activity in the star and
san francisco districts was also picking up and an average of two
wagon loads of copper matte were arriving every day in milford from
the grand gulchguich copper mines

for nearly two decades milford was the center of this type
of freighting activity for the greater part of southwestern utah south-
ern nevada and part of northern arizona allaltaliail roads seemed to
converge at the terminus of the railroad wherever itft happened to be
and from 1880 to the turn of the century milford had that distinction

companies who shared in the freighting business along with
the railroad were organized early the southern utah forwarding
company was owned by erastus snow a mormon apostle and his
sons frank KR moroni and george A in addition erastus
snow was part owner along with two men from ogden bur ton and

white of the big consolidated implement company built next to the
13tracks and referred to in local circles as the on 1I 11 another

business was the heber J grant and george T odell company
14later calleacalled the coop wagon and machine company

9 dailydallydaliy tribune march 9 1882

ibid august 25 1881 see pictures on page 63

llibid september 6 1881

james christian madsen n autobiography of james
christian madsen 11 MS 1946 ppap unnumbered MS in possession
of erma M rawson a daughter salt lake city utah
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freighters LINED UP UPBETWEENBETWEEN DEPOT & WELL BEFORE 1890
WINDMILL PUMPED WATER INTO TANK FROM ARTESIAN WELL
SECTION & roundhouse FOREMANS HOUSES IN background

consolidated IMPLEMENT CO WAS LOCATED ALONG WEST
SIDE OF TRACKS ROAD TO BEAVER PASSED ON SOUTH END
ARVIN M STODDARD IS MAN ON RIGHT IN THE foreground
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the milford companies carried a full stock of all kinds of
implements wagons and buggies and the latter two were shipped

15in by the car load there was a great demand for wagons and often
they were sent by rail with the freight they were to haul being as
embledernbledambled at the terminus in addition to wagons and buggies other
common items to be shipped were coal oil in 50 gallon barrels a
variety of mining equipment farm machinery assorted canned goods
dry goods shoes and other types of merchandise

some of the men made freighting their sole means of liveli-
hood but others did it on the side along with their farming or cattle
ranching farmers with big teams from sevier beaver and iron
county came to milford to buy all kinds of farming equipment and
would give their note for it in turn the railroad or forwarding com-

panies would give them a load of merchandise for pioche delamardelam
silver reef or some other destination and credit a certain amount

17toward their note for making the delivery if freight piled up and
there were not sufficient freighters to handle it some of the finersfarmers
would receive letters asking them to come and take a load out

the freighters would generally travel together in long trains
for mutual assistance and protection against outlaws or horse thieves
the travel was slow and sometimes the dust from the train could be
seen a day or two before the train pulled into town with its tired horses
and dusty halfhuman looking drivers

many of these trains which went to the pioche and
other nevada districts consisted of 20 or more teams
from ten to as many as 40 horses driven by jerk line
the jerk line is the means of guiding large numbers
of horses hitched to one load in this case the lead
horse is fitted with a bridle and lines for the driver
who sits as usual on the second or third horse to the
rear sometimes on the lead this is the only horse
driven the other horses being led by the one just ahead 18

15ibid

statement of abner tanner personal interview june 14 1957
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most of the wagons were covered with canvass usually rather
narrow with a three or four foot deep box the driversdrivers1 seat was high
over the jockey box which contained the tools and grease and the long
handled brake was sticking up along the side within easy reach wooden
barrels filled with water were tied on both sides and occasionally on the
back A canvass bag to hold the hay was dropped down from the back
endgate and nose bags were carried so that the horses would not waste
any of the precious grain

the freighter had perpetual problems in this area warm
weather meant billows of choking dust every foot of the way caused by
the horses and wagons as they pulverized the dry soil of the bench
lands where it was necessary to travel if the weather was wet it was
even worse as the wagons mired deep in the mud causing a great strain
on horse and driver often the wagons would almost hopelessly mire
up to their hubs and it would be necessary for additional teams to help
pullputt them out

the great increase in horse traffic in milford brought the
necessity for added stables blacksmith shops feedyardsfeed andyards board-
ing houses there were usually dozens of outfits in town all the time
one man remembers seeing 100tooloo teams from 2 to 20 horses in milford

19waiting to be loaded at that time they were hauling the narrow gauge

engines to nevada for the pioche and bullionvilleBulli railroadonville
the size of an average loadtoad usually ran from 6 000 to 8 000

pounds and the freighters always tried to be loaded going and comingocoming
they would haul machinery and merchandiseandmerchandise out and pick up a toadload of

ore from one of the mines on their return trip finally however many
of the districts started to reduce their ore to bullion before shipment
and it became a more specialized job

after frank wilson sold out to captain delamar in southerninsouthern

nevada the ore from that famous camp was reduced to bullion and

sent to the railroad under the guard of sheriff turner of lincoln county
21assisted by two deputysdeput they would inform the railroad of their

19statement of david aoA tanner personal interview april
2 1956
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comingcoining by a secret code message over the telegraph at milford it
was loaded on the train and either W G hampton or james C mad-
sen accompanied it as the special guard to salt lake city

william perry and P B mckeon were others who had the
contract to haul bullion for delamar mckeon used a large concord
coach which would arrive in milford at stated intervals from the mines
one hundred and fifty miles to the south with the bullion securely
loc ked in a huge safe four guards sat inside of the coach and one
on top beside the driver with repeating rifles

the arrival of the valuable cargo was announced hours
ahead by the cloud of dust that could be observed for miles
across the desert one man remembers how as a boy
he used to watch for days for the cloud of dust to move rapidly
over the rolling hills toward the north for it announced the
arrival of his father who was one of the guards just what it
meant to be a guard he could not understand he knew however
that it must be a very great position something quite like
being president of the united states or john JL sullivan he
knew also that his mother used to cry for days after the bul-
lion wagon left and that she too used to sit in the door with
her knitting sowing or peeling potatoes and watch for that
cloud of dust

john W jockey11jockey myers one of milfords early freighters
said those were hard times but happy ones 11 some of the freight-
ers made enough money to build homes and settle down others were
able to finance themselves on church missions and still others lost
their money through gambling which was common among the freight

24ers cards dice pullingputting teams racing horses and other con-

tests were all favorite pastimes
the big con iai1 building was a place of attraction along with

the well on the south side of the B F grangrant commissary where the
teams watered and much of the towns culinary water was obtained

here the freighters sat around and exchanged stories of killings stick
ups and the latest developments in politics religion and mining

by the summer of 1882 the business outlook seemed to be

22 23ibid hichiekm an loc cit

24statement of george simkins personal interview june 15
1956
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very healthy most of the mining districts were picking up and ship-
ments of ore from the star granite and rocky mining districts were
being taken to frisco smelters for reduction at frisco there was
great optimism especially over the horn silverilversliverelvereiver the daily tribune
paid tribute to the horn silver in a discussion of utah mines saying

it should be a source of pride to our citizens that utah
has one mine that produces more than any other mine in
the world as shown by a list published in he engineeringengineerin
and mining journal of new yorkyorko this journal publishes
a list of fiftysevenfifty minesseven being the principal bullion pro-
ducers and shows the yield of the horn silversliversitver for the year
1882 to this date august 4 to be 1 806 610 while he on-
tario comes the next with half a million less

not only the horn silver but the cave mine to the southeast
was beginning to looktook like a bonanza after a new strike had been made
miners who had left the area during the summer and fall of 1881 for
wood river idaho and other camps were now returning with the news

27that southern utah was prospering better than any of the other areas
As longtongiong as the mines were doing well business also continued

to be up the miners and freighters spent their money quite readily
and the local merchants were the willing recipients the business
section of the community was characterized by about five to seven
stables and feedyardsfeed duringyards this period intermingled with four orot
five saloons about five blacksmith shops two grocery stores a drug
store chinese restaurant meat market and grainery and a few other
buildings that changed hands from time to time the transient popula-

tion kept three and later four hotels in business in addition to the
larger businesses like the con I1 n and the forwarding companiescompaniesocompanierocompan

the
ieSoleso

10stamp10 millstamp and the williams smelter were idle quite often but
the sampler and assayasay office continued to be used

most of the buildings were made of native lumber suppliedbysupplied
the three lumber yards one yard was operated by the railroad and the
other two obtained their lumber from near localities such as beaver

QQ

mountains chalk creek near fillmorefitimorefinimore and parowanpar6wanpadowan canyon

daily tribune march 9 1882 ibid26 august 4 1882
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lumber for the first tanner buildings grocery store meat market
and grainery and the little house was all hauled by tanner himself

29from over around chalk creekcreekocreedo
many men stood out in business circles during the early years

george snow son of erastus married a daughter of N- A stoddard
and settled down here to manage the forwarding company express of-

fice and be the postmaster but when the con V was organized for
the area with headquarters in salt lake city he moved there to become
its general manager H bo prout became the local manager with
C B stevens as bookkeeper and with snows residence changed to

salt lake P B mckeon was able to gain the appointment as post-
master

B F grant was very successful in the early years with his
large commissary and liquor business in fact by may of 1882 a

correspondent to the dailydaliy ribunetribunerabune was saying that his company had
32almost exclusive control of the business in milford grant a

brother of heber J grant was very antagonistic toward the mormons
at this time and when ebenezer tanner the presiding elder of the

local mormonscormonsMor openedmons up a business on the corner just west across
the street from the present jefferson mercantile company grant was

the first to voice his displeasure grant didnt like the prices tanner
was charging because they were lower than hishiso he would occasional-
ly visit tanners store and go behind the counter to check the prices of

each commodity the store carried dry goods on one side all piece or

yard materials and groceries on the other
one day tanner told him to get on the other side of the counter

and stay there grant became very angry and said that he would make
34that mormon s of a b leave town with his blankets on his back 11

things must not iave gone so well for grant however because just
about the reverse came true he was forced to go out of business with

total liabilities of over 30 oooo0000000ooo the reason given was business

29
loraIQRAloaa statement of abner tanner personal interview june 15

madsen loc cit ibid daily tribune may 4 1882
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depression and failure to collect outstanding accounts his license
to sell liquor was given to joseph hague

another interesting side to the business world of milford was
the cattle industry for many years milford was the shipping point for
thousands of cattle and sheep B F saunders big western cattleman
from northern arizona and southern utah used it as his shipping point
and preston nutter who bought him out did the same thing several
times each year herds of cattle from snake river range pine valley
and other stock sections were driven in for shipment

then for days and sometimes weeks milford was a
cowboys town in every sense of the word A stranger
in town for the first time might be led to believe he
was on the great plains witnessing one of the roundupsround

the
ups

man of the range was an interesting character browned
by sun and wind his dusty hat was rimmed with a band of sweat and

his neckerchief hung jauntily to the front or back his leather chaps
trimmed with polished rivets and leather laces covered the top of his
scuffed highheeledhigh bootsheeled the horse was his trusted and valuable
friend and the leather lariat strapped near the horn was not much
closer than his saddle gun slungstungsiung on one side

the milford valley often referred to around beaver and

minersvilleminersvitteMiners asvillevitte the lower valley was far superior range for cattlecattierattieattier
than any others in the immediate area especially along the river
bottoms from hay springs to black rock the growth of meadow grass
sometimes reached as high as a mans chest and the availability of

water made it desirable for range purposes
the largest stockmen in the area were murdock and farns-

worth of beaver in the late seventies and eighties they had large
tracts of land north of milford on the beaver bottoms where they
pastured several thousand cattle every year the size of their stock

OQ

interests can be estimated by a shipment they made in 1884

record
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they trailed I1t 900 head of cattle to evanston wyoming to ship to the
chicago market and at the same time kept 2 500 head at the bottoms
in march of the following year they sold out for the sum of 123 750
to the ryanreamryan cattleream company who ranged their herds all the way
from cunningham matthews ranch on the east side of the mineral

39range to the nevada state line
there were other men who engaged in the livestock industry

on a more limited scale david A tanner has said
father had cattle scattered at one time clear from

cedar city to oasis I1 remember one year when father
sold to a man named gibson he sold 100 three year
olds and up all steers and then turned around and
bought 500 yearlingsyearningsyear brandedlings them and just turned them
out on the range

the cattle business was good for many years but it suffered
a big setback during the severe winter of 1889 when many of the range
cattle froze to death

the farming aspect of agriculture did not fare as well as the
cattle business early settlers around the horse shoe bend area such
as peter martin edwin bingham and deseret N hickman about
where the present carl goodwin farm is farmed only on a limited
scale as did those who settled out by hay springs

the tanner ranch probably the largest at this time was
41

480 acres just east of milford adjoining the stoddard property
tanner had come to milfordmilfordin in the early eighties from nephi and
purchasedthepurchasedpurchas the property just south of the present bank building to the

corner for a grocery store meat market grainery and smallsmail house
he also purchased the entire block across the street to the east on
the corner of the latter property later sold to henry jefferson he

sunk a well and installed a windmill next to this on the north he had
a large feedyardfee anddyard a barn 100 feet long which was divided in the

middle so that a team and wagon could be driven right through

ibid march 25 1885

40statement of david A tanner personal interview april
2 1956
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the property he bought east of town was used mainly for graz-
ing but they raised a few crops on it ebenezers son david has said

I1 remember that wheniwhencheni I1 was a small boy my father raised
potatoes and a small garden without irrigation alfalfa was
raised but the water was so close to the surface that it deteri-
orated in about two years time in my teens I1 was old
enough to plow for corn we used a red bird sulky plow I1
would make about a four inch deep furrow and make sort of
a circle and then go along and drop the next row

sometimes father would ride through the corn on a horse
and you could just see the top of his head this was over
across the fields on the other side of the river we raised
red top timothy blue grass and other grasses down the
fields along the tracks to the north 2

the farmers of south milford were handicapped by the time
they were ready to improve their land by using canals the minersvilleminersvitleMiners
farmers

villevitle
had constructed a reservoir and the water left for lower valley

use was negligible for this reason most of the farmers ran a few

cattle and engaged in other forms of business to compensate on their
income this factor lacktack of adequate water has greatly retarded the
development of the milford valley

business during the middle eighties seemed to be moving
good especially from frisco reports came down in glowing terms
about the horn silver by october of 1884 they were shipping fifteen
car loadstoads of ore daily to their franklyn smeltersmettersmeiter near salt lake J

A new hoisting machine had been installed and two new shafts were
being sunk at this time the mine employed over 160igo men and the
deeper they went the more veins of ore they located

however a catastrophe took place the horn silver caved
in at midnight on february II11it 1885 with such a roar that the physical
shock was felt as far away as milford and the financial shock was felt
in new york city the surface ground had been working for some

42statement of david aoA tanner personalperspens interviewonalonat april
2 1956
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time and snow and rain storms had helped it until the cave in occuredcuredoccurredoc

fortunately no men were hurt and investigation indicated the mine was
not a total loss it was hoped that work could be resumed right away
and a quick return to normal business was expected

by the end of the summer they had fifty men back to work but
things didnt progress quite like they had anticipated men who had
struck for higher wages a few years earlier were anxious to get back
on the job for the 3 00 a day they were paying

everyone seemed to expect an improvement in business in
the mining districts but none of the prospects seemed to develop
during the latter part of the eighties and the entire area was hit with
a slump in business only the freighting activities to southern nevada
were able to hold up the faltering economy locally

A visitor in 1887 wrote the salt lake herald that milford
was struck by an irish boom nan1 business establishments were
being closed the millmiltmiil and smelter were standing idle

nearly everybody about the place wore a wonder what
theytheyll it do next expression and those who didnt were
waiting for something to turn up the few who were stillstitt
clinging to the ruins had hopes of a revival but could not
tell for their lives in what shape they looked for it to come 0

in addition the day the visitor arrived allenalienailen G campbell
also arrived from the north and immediately began to organize many
of his employees to move to the new elet dorado of fabulous wealth
he had found in the southwestern corner of nevada 49

by spring of 1889 another correspondent this one writing
to the deseret news gave a sad commentary which seems to charac-
terize the state of affairs for the little railroad community

milford is almost deserted but for the presence of
the railway it would present a forlorn appearance the
expectations entertained of the place when the road first
reached it that it would be a modified cheyenne have
longtongiong since vanished into thin air indeed all the boom it

workmensWork timemens book 1886671886 horn67 silver mine
MS in the possesionpossessionpos ofsesion joseph C smith milford utah

47 48 49salt lake herald september 2 1887 ibid ibid
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ever had was the prestige imparted by the enterprise and
capital of the utah central company and this with all its
aid and influence could not evangelize a naked barren
plain into a bounding metropolis 50

summer showed no improvement and the fall season came
earlier than usual winter brought bitter weather and freezing tem-
peratures took their toll of the range cattle now late in 1889 even

the most devoted citizens were wondering what would happen to this
dwindling town

deseret evening news may 2 1889
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IN BACK OF TANNER STORE MEAT MARKET AND HOME CAN BE
SEEN DIFFERENT LEVELS OF OLD 10stamp MILL AND ASSAY
OFFICE JUST OFF S E CORNER PRESENT SWIMMING POOL

BETWEEN TANNER BUILDINGS ON THE LEFT AND BINGHAM
HOTEL LATER HARDY HOTEL CAN BE SEEN SECOND FLOOR
AND BALCONY OF STODDARD HOTEL AND THE ROOF AND
STACKS OF THE WILLIAMS SMELTER

10 STAMP



williams hotel completed in 1880
left to right standing henry collins ed sawyer johnnie forgie angus ON011obb

buchanan unknown ambrose hedges billie williams frenchy garzan
unknown peter guio left to right kneeling johnnie mcauley san dye
william armstrong peter martin nat stoddard ed peak jimmy lindsay

milford main streetstrett in early days

4
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CHAPTER VI 11

1890 to 1903

inspiteinspire of the extremely cold winter of 1889901889 the90 railroad
interests were anxious to once again commence work on the extension
of the road south from milford into nevada another big consolida-
tion had taken place in the fall which included the utah central oregon
short line and the utah and northern plus a few smaller lines the
new company called the oregon short line and utah northern rail-
way company made immediate plans to push the line to the pioche

2
mining region and on toward caliente

by the first week of january 1890 several trainloads of out-

fits had arrived in milford and were being strung out along the pro-
posed route business boomed and milford was swampedswamped11 with men

4looking for lodging the boarding houses and hotels were entirely
inadequate to handle the sudden influx of workers and the restaurant
with its additional help couldnt satisfy the demand

A few enterprising men willing to make a quick dollar im-
mediately put up large tents to serve as temporary quarters and pro-
vided means for the men to obtain their meals every one of the
business houses was doing a big business and the saloons were kept
jammed to capacity every evening people moved about their daily
chores with a feeling of urgency and the sound of banging anvils
barking dogs creekingcreepingcre wagoneking wheels and shouting men could be heard
from sun up until dark

U P R R valuation land and tax dept record op cit
p 2

U P R R condensed sketch of corporate history op cit
p 2

3ibidbibid eseret weekly january 4 1890 p 45

statement of david A tanner personal interview may 23 1956
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opportunities for employment were exceptionally good fairrifarrrifarrxi
ers from minersvilleMiners andville beaver who were not quite ready to start
their spring work contracted with the railroad to clear sagebrush
from the rightfrom right af wayfw and help prepare the grade

the route fairly teemed with vigorous activity as far down the
valley southward from milford as the eye could see on windy days
this was not very far however because the men and wagons would
pulverize the loose soil and the wind would carry the dust up the valley
until it often completely obscured both men and beasts it also plagued
the harried housewives who had to get up early and have their washing
on the line before daybreak in order to get it dry before the dust
started but despite their complaints the women were glad to see
their husbands have work that was plentiful on the extension project

As late as the spring of 1890 there had been alternative routes
proposed even though most of the railroad officials agreed that pioche
was the immediate goal one was to proceed from milford to iron
springs pass over to kanarrahnarrahKa then down ash creek to the rio
virgin and from there down the colorado river to the needles 340

7miles away the grading of the present route was continued how-
ever and by the middle of may there were ninety miles of road

Q

graded A monthmouthbouth later one hundred miles had been prepared for
rails which included thirty miles of culvert and trestle work just

0
south of milford but still no rails were laid

material for the extension including twelve miles of rails in

the supply yard was piled high on every available piece of ground
and the future of business for the little community looked very bright

on may 21 a sad chapter was written into the story of this boom
when sparks from a blacksmith shop on the west side of main street
floated to the loft of a barn located where the flatiron building was

statement of dorothy williams personal interview august
27 1955

7 8saltsait lake tribune may 24 1890 ibid

bid june 28 189018902 p 5
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later built fire quickly broke out and soon the whole block from
there north was a blazing inferno the wind was blowing from the
south and the frame buildings were like neatly arranged kindling wood
As the fire progressed sparks flew over to the railroad depot and
burned it to the ground in just a few minutes but to the north it made
an unusual jump over the entire block containing the tanner feedyardfee
to

dyard
some buildings beyond

it didnt take long for the strip to lie a smoulderingshoulderingsmoulder ruining but
the sparks had ignited a vast area of manure just north and east of

town on the west side of the tracks which burned for days
of the event railroad division engineer barlow wrote to chief

engineer mccartney
I1 congratulate ourselves that we are the only ones in

the burnt district that saved a splinter of furniture but
we didndidntdian t wait to see how it was going to go but sawed
wood immediately nobody else succeeded in getting
out over one armful of clothes or books or whatever it
chanced to be we got out all our desks books notes
maps profiles estimates plans instruments and
most of our blank stationery though some of the latter is
a little singed our worst loss consists of a drafting table
letter press and stand stoves and about 100 worth of
grub together with some miscellaneous small trash she
went quick 13

As soon as the smoke was gone and the ashes were scattered
by the wind a pall settled over the community which did not leave for
some time the union pacific agent ridd said that he thought it
meant the end of milford as far as railroading was concerned and
now that pioche was booming again he expected milford to be no

14more than a tank and section house
A few local families moved down to the beaver bottoms where

others had moved previously and still others moved to other parts of

the state but the work on the road was still continued for a time

statement of david atannerstanner personal interview may 231957
111hbidabid 12ibid 13saltibid lake tribune may 24 1890

ibid june 13 1890 p 5

statement of margaret rogers personal interview august
25 1955
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nearly eight miles of track was laid and the grading of the roadbed had
nearly been finished to caliente when the work was stopped about the
close of 1892 the great financial panic of 1893 was beginning to cast
its shadow over the united states and it was then considered unwise to
continue building the line

during this period there was a slump in mining and with the
railroad extension project at a standstill only the freighting activities
and stock shipments from the terminus of the road seemed to keep the
little community from becoming almost deserted these activities
kept the blacksmiths busy one of whom was charles hollis who came
to milford in 1892 of the residents who remained some continued to
work and build as though this was just a temporary phase in the gradual
development of the community

one of these was ebenezer tanner sr who hired dave gingel
in 1894 to build him a fine two story house directly across the street
from the present jefferson mercantile meat market the store he
operated on the corner was moved the meat market and grainery torn
down and his home was moved out onto gingelgingels s farm as part of the

17contract for the new building no blueprints were used in the con-

struction the contractor built from the ideas and suggestions given
18

him by tanner at each stage of the erection
the original house built of oregon pine and california red-

wood consisted of six rooms on the lower floor but the upstairs was

left unfinished and unpartitioned for a time later six rooms were
added on the second story and further beautified by fine furnishingsofurnishingsfurnishing
light was provided by kerosene lamps and later replaced with carbide
lights the chandeliers were especially beautiful in the living room

19and adorningadorniffigthe the lower hallway the front of the building was very

U P R R valuation land and tax dept record loc cit
17statement of abner tanner personal interview june 201957
1 ftstatement of david ao tanner personal interview may 23

1956
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distinctive with a balcony the fulllengthfull oflength the structure overhangingover
the

hanging
same size porch with eight sets of wooden pillars connecting the

two in the center of the balcony railings was a large sign which
read TANNER HOUSE

this building became a famous milford landmark after serving
for many years as a rooming house frontier hotel stagecoach station
L D S meeting house as well as the home of the tanners and their
eleven children ebenezer sr presiding elder of the mormons in

milford for nearly twenty years and his wife mary ann affection-
ately known as malimallmailmatrmati tanner were very prominent members of the
communitycomm mrsunity tanner acted as a midwife without ever losing a

mother or child extracted teeth set broken bones and administered
20to the sick in many other capacities

other than the tanner house there was very little building
going on during the middle nineties the railroad bed that had been
prepared was allowed to grow back into sagebrush the mining employ-
ment was low and in many ways the community had not yet fully recov-
ered from the tragic fire of 1890 besides the freighting only cattle
shipments seemed to hold up the faltering economy in 1894 the
county court became concerned about the immense numbers of cattle
begingbebing shipped so they appointed D N hickman as the stock inspector
or detective to check both cattle and brands to protect the cattlemen
from rustling

by this period common problems were causing the people of

the community to be more united and many of the old animosities that
had existed between mormon and gentile had disappeared the dis-
trust of former liberal party members for the mormons was so

minimized that most of the citizens were now in favor of statehood for
utah no longer was there a feeling that when the state officials were
elected that the mormons would take over all the governmental control
so in january of 1896 along with other communities of the state mil-
ford celebrated utahs admission to the union of states A character

merkley op cit p 329 see picturespic on1uies page 82

record of the county court of beaver county 188418951884 n1895
vol II11 p 394 MS in county clerks office beaver utah
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FAMOUS TANNER HOUSE BUILT IN 1894 WAS LOCATED DIRECTLY
ACROSS STREET FROM PRESENT jeffersons MEAT MARKET

MILFORDS FIRST BRASS BAND 1897 IN FRONT OF SMITHSON
HOTEL LOCATED JUST NORTH OF PRESENT HORN SILVER HOTEL
BAN MEMBERS 1 to r charles adams robert carr joseph
bigler john wright george robinson T J shinderling director
david A tanner charles rollins james tanner john mckeon cy
bradfield charles davis and hyrum davis



I1
i n

83

ball was held with a prize offered to the person who came in the best
costume the winner was mrs bradfield portraying miss utah 11

she

22

was attractively dressed in blue trimmed in silver and her crown
was bedecked with a large star over the word UTAH 11

in april of 1896 a correspondent to the deseret evening news
wrote that milford had

some two dozen buildings among which are four
very creditable hotels two or three general merchandizingmerchandisingmerchand
establishments

izing
two saloons and a commodious and well

appointed railway depot there are no streets and when
a person with a conveyance sets out to go anywhere he is
pretty sure to strike some sort of a structure amidships
before going very far when this happens either of several
courses can be taken he can tunnel under climb over
go through go around turn back or remain where he is
in nine cases out of ten he goes around

despite this slight exaggeration of local conditions by visitors the
few people living in milford and the surrounding valley were now

beginning to feel the enjoyment of friendship that comes rom experi-
encing hardships and happy moments together activities were planned
which included all the people and old differences of politics religion
and business were beginning to be forgotten in 1897 T J shinder-
ling organized the first brass band to enhance all the holidays with

music for the local citizenry besides shinderling who acted as
director the band was composed of charles adams robert carr
joseph bigler john wright george robinson david tanner charles
rollinsRoIrol jameslins tanner john mckeon cy bradfield charles davis

24and hyrum davis
celebrations were a small part of everyday life however and

the main concern of the inhabitants was how they were to continue
eking out a fair existence with the economy of the area faltering as it
was to the small group of residents who stayed in milford during
the lean years of the nineties it must have appeared that the extension
of the railroad would never be completed but for the third time an

22merkley op citcita p 249

deseret evening news april 23 1896

24statement of david A tanner personal interview may 23
1956
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attempt was made to extend the road in 1898 this time by the union
pacific railroad which undertook it in the name of the utah and pacific
railroad for the utah portion and in the name of the utah nevada
and california railroad company of nevada for the part of the line in

25nevada preliminary negotiations had been made by the oregon
short line a subsidiary of the union pacific with A W mccune
david eccles charles nibley and others who were interested in the

26project
the roadbed that had been started in 1881 reworked and

extended from 1890 to 1892 was now reconditioned and extended with
27rails finally being laid

by now the novelty of the railroad had worn off and to the people
in the east end of the county it was sometimes even a very unpleasant
subject of conversation in connection with the mail service the
beaver county blade reported that

the people of beaver have been subjected to considerable
annoyance and inconvenience this week by the irregularity
of the mails on tuesday and wednesday it was nearly six
oclock before it arrived and on thursday the stage which
has a schedule to run on had to leave milford without the
mail the worst feature of the matter is that we are denied
even the satisfaction of kicking the short line contract
with the government is to carry the mail when they run be
that daily weekly or not at all 28

in spite of any complaints the railroad proved to be a definite
boon to the settlers of this southern area with its better access to

salt lake economic center of the intermountain country it certain-
ly was much faster transportation than traveling behind a pair of

oldfloid nags 11ll A time table for the oregon short line in effect march
19 1898 showed the northbound passenger train leaving milford at

29835 pm and arriving in salt lake city at 935 am

U P R R condensed sketch of corporate history op cit
p 4

A
jenson op cit p 2212210

U27 P R raRr1 valuation land and tax dept record loc cit
28beaver countyblade december 16 1899

bidibid december 23 1899
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the extension of the line did not have quite the effect on milford
that many thought it would it was a common feeling that it would now
become little more than just a whistle stop but the excellent watering
facilities and cattle business caused the officials to maintain it as a

division station business and traffic began to pick up and by november
of 1899 one cattle train per day was leaving for the midwest markets

much of the freighting business began to drop off as the line was
extended but other types of work soon took up the slack and instead of

a decrease in population there was a slight steady gain A conservative
estimate of the population during the middle nineties would be about
150 but as the century mark came nearer some of the families from
the beaver bottoms and others were returning an example was the
josephsjosephjoeeph S hickman family from the bottomsbottoms11 who had been forced to
move during the bad years of the late eighties the blade commented
that friend hickman is no lover of dry farming and will not cultivate
his land this season 11 and31 so by 1900 two hundred and seventy nine

32citizens were now making milford their home
the spring of 1900 marking the 20th anniversary of the coming

of the railroad showed a steady increase in activity especially in
april dozens of teams were driven to milford by mormons who were
taking advantage 6theathe special rates given by the railroad each year

33
to those attending the general conference of the LDS church
thisthi always meant added business in caring for the wagons and feeding
the teams while the owners were in saltsait lake city this was also
shearing time and the town started to swarm with sheepmensheeppensheep shearersmen

34and wool buyers andrew morris was in charge of the local corrals
35

and many beaver boys were hired to assist with the shearing it
had been a good year for the sheep and the owners were rejoicing
over everything but the price which had gone no higher than 16 cents

36a pound

ibid november 25j899o ibid march 24 1900

US bureau of census compendium of the eleventh
census 1890 washington government printing office 1892
part 1 p 402

beaver county blade april 7 1900 ibid

ibid april 21 1900 ibid
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A new lumber yard was constructed on the corner northeast
across the street from the stoddard hotel by the grace brothers and

37the following year the first forgie hotel was erected
the business outlook in the county was so promising that

beaver city was intent on having a branch of the railroad completed
to that city and thus the milford and beaver railroad company was
organized and a survey completed by W M white between november

38
20 1901 and february 12 1902 maps were filed showing the
definite proposed location of the line which was to begin at the inter-
section of eighth and K streets in beaver and proceed southwest via
greenville adamsvilleadamsviadamskiAdams andville minersvilleMiners toville connect with the oregon
short line at milford the route would cross the beaver river five
times while covering the 30 62 miles but the proposed line was never
started

february of 1902 also marked the beginning of the telephone
system in milford lottie barton bardsley was one of the first oper-
ators of the exchange which was run during the daytime hours only

39during its early operation
there was still much to be done in the growing little community

by way of improvement projects for years milford was a swampy
muddy place the streets were covered with pools of pollywogs and

40people had to wade through this mud to get to the stores and depot 11

undoubtedly this condition was not too conducive to a real healthy
enviornment and is probably partially responsible for the high rate of

illnesses suffered during these early years in 1903 there were 128
41cases of typhoid fever and many deaths occuredoccurredoc

inspiteinspire
cured

of all this by the latter part of 1903 the community was

stirred up with enthusiasm for the organization of a town up until
this time all the power of government was vested in county court and

merkley op citcito p 316 deseret news february 25 1902

milford39 news sept 29 1755
40 jeanette kohler discovery of rich silver ore in 1875

marked beginingsbeginningsbegin ofings beaver county settlement n salt lake tribune
november 18 1934 sec B p 3

ibid

throughthis
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its successor the county commission consequently on october 31

a petition was presented to the county commissioners asking that they
42incorporate the town of milford it proposed that the town include a

one square mile area which had 400 inhabitants at that time
the petition was signed by 141 of the 172 electors living in the

proposed town it was received on november 9 by the commissioners
in regular session but was laid over until the last monday in the month

43because of another petition protesting such action the commission
ask those who were not in favor to show cause why the town of milford
should not be incorporated unfortunately the petition of protest was
not filed by the commissionCommis andsionsianslon its signers and their reasons for
protest may never be known

it is interesting to note that the petition forfar incorporation does
not contain names from some of the first prominent families no
names appear from any of the stoddard families williamsilliams families

44or any of the lateysgateys there is no way of knowing whether they were
against the incorporation but people still living that knew these
families insist that they certainly would have been in favor of the new

45
0 rganiargani zationbation

despite the protest a meeting of milford citizens was called
for the purpose of nominating a president and four trustees to be

recommended to the county commission for appointment the
meeting was held at the opera house which used to stand across the
street from the present al kirk residence with 50 voters in attend-
ance

minutes of the beaver county court 189519051895195 p 409
MS in county clerks office beaver utah

43ibid
44 A petition to the beaver county commissionCon formission the

incorporation of the town of milford october 31 190319031 MS
in county recorderrecorders office beaver utah

45statement of abner tanner and eva evansevens dearman
personal interview june 2024 1957iai9
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william armstrong after being elected chairman congratu-
lated the people of milford for their decision to organize a town
government and echoed their sentiments when he said it would help
bring many improvements in local conditions charles C kizer was
elected secretary and on motion of the chair J T tanner john
forgie and nat stoddard were appointed as tellers

E S sawyer was nominated for president by C T harte
editor of the milford times dr fennemore presented the name of

arvin M stoddard and a vote was taken with sawyer winning by a

margin of 34 to 16 when nominations for trustees began J T

tanner nominated A M stoddard and the rules were suspended so

that he could be elected by acclamation thereby paying a fine tribute
to the towntowns pioneer settler who was then in his 78th year

angus buchanan W D williams james forgie J T

tanner E tanner and A W winberg were placed in nomination
for the remaining three places on the board P B mckeon and
william armstrong were also nominated but both declined arm-
strong declared that

p 4194190

& 0 at 13 years of age during the war he had served
as a corporal the lowest rank in the army afterwards
he had served for nine years as postmaster at smiths
ranch anclhis ambition for political honors had thus beenboen
satisfiedsatisfsatish

the
led

bollotingbollotinobollo resultedting in the following totals buchanan 43

forgie 40 J T tanner 29 williams 20 winberg 12 and E

tanner 10 the successful nominees were then made unanimous
choices and a resolution passed asking the commissioners to appoint
the candidates who had been selected by the voters of milford

when this meeting was held the county commission had not
yet approved the action of incorporating the town so they called a

48special session on november 30 to consider the petition at this
meeting J T tanner was present on behalf of the petitioners and
george B greenwood appeared as their attorney

ibid
48148448

beaver county court minutes op citcita
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47
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the citizens who had filed the protest did not appear but
immediately county attorney christian challenged the group as to the

49advisability of the action at this time christian questioned the
population given by the petitionerspetition contendingers that the figures of the
last federal census taken in 1900 should be used to prove the popula-
tion attorney greenwood quickly challenged christian to show by
the census what the population of this one square mile was or to even
show how it could be ascertained from the figures of the last census
furthermore greenwood said it should be the present population in
consideration rather than that of four years ago

somewhat taken aback the county attorney said that at least
there should be some reliable way of ascertaining the present popula-
tion and greenwood quickly produced an affidavit for the purpose
the document was signed by james forgie and J S hickman stating
that they had taken a census of the territory to be incorporated and
found that there were 471 persons living within this territory and 172

of them were qualified electors A list of the names of every man
woman and child was attached to the affidavit

peter S martin one of the county commissioners whose

home was at horse shoe bend just south of milford made a motion to
50

have the petition granted and it was seconded by A L stoddard
the motion carried and a certified copy of the petition was filed with

the county recorder which completed the act of incorporation
acting according to the wishes of the milford voters the

commiss lonerstoners appointed E S sawyer as the first president of the
town board and arvin M stoddard angus buchanan james forgie
and J T tanner as the first trustees

the first business transacted by the newly organized board was
on the next day december 1 1903 an ordinance was passed which
designated the appointive officers of the town and regulated their

49milford times loc cit

beaver county court minutes loc cit
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tenure of office william armstrong was appointed the first clerk
and other matters pertaining to a seal and supplies were agreed upon
unanimously before adjournment until december 8

two more ordinances were passed at the succeeding meeting
held on the 8thath the first of these had to do with defining the duties
of the town clerk and the second did the same in regards to the town

marshall applications were received from thomas G reed and
joseph S hickman to become the first town marshall

all the voters of milford were invited to attend the next meeting
which was held december 15 and in addition to the presidentpresi4presid andent board
there were 50 voters present the board took this opportunity to pass
ordinance four which defined the offenses against the public peace and
provided the penalties for such offenses to impress the citizens
that they meant business J S hickman was appointed as town mar-
shall to see that the ordinances were obeyed ordinance five passed
at the same meeting defined the duties of the treasurer and W D

williams was duly appointed at the succeeding meeting on december
23 54

minutes52minutes52 of the town of milford 190319471903 1947 p 1

MS in office of the city recorder milford utah

ibid s p 4

ibid p 10
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CHAPTER IX

social and cultural development

the early settlers of milford came primarily for economic
reasons but during the latter part of 1880 when the business ac-
tivity began to slow down many of the people turned their attention
to other important matters especially those who had families
became concernedconcertoncer overned the lack of educational opportunities and by

december they had aroused a great deal of interest in organizing a

schoolchootcahoot
early in 1881 they secured the services of claraciara latey

daughter of john H latey to act as teacher but they had no build-
ing to hold classes in this problem was solved temporarily by

3
holding school in the williams hotel which had just been completed

by the first week of march thirty scholars were attending
4and several more had declared their intention to start A couple

of weeks later there were thirtyfivethirty studentsfive and five more applica-
tions had been received this made itiftint apparent that something must
be done to obtain a school building and so the property just across
the street to the south from the williams hotel was secured for a

building site the townspeople went to work and by summer they
had erected a frame building which stood with some additions for
over twenty years as the little school house and community center

the enrollment continued to increase until one teacher was

not sufficient to handle the number of students and so another one

dailydallydaliy tribune january 1I 1881 ibid may 4 1882

3 statement of margaret hickman rogers personal inter-
view may 23 1956

4 dailydallydaliy tribune march 9 1881
5

ibid march 29 1881

6
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was employed the new building was also becoming too small and by
the end of the summer they had enlarged it another eighteen feet
with this extension it was feltfeit that it would now accommodate all the
eligible school children in the community

the attitude of the community toward the school under the
management of clara latey was very good activities and programs
given by the students were well supported and much encouragement
was given to the entire educational program there was ample money
for the use of the school coming from the railroad and mining taxes
this was especially true for the years before all the schools in the

Q

county were consolidated
the enrollment continued to increase until it became neces-

sary to divide the lowertower from the upper grades the primary grades
were transferred to a small building that was located where the present

Q

methodist church stands during the school year of 188788 there
were sixteen pupils enrolled including students from the first to the
fifth grade with nellienettie schow as their teacher

since the students were not separated by grades the only

distinctions made pertainedpertainedto to the reader or book they were in
some of the books used were barnesearnedbarned new national readers mc

guffeys eclectic readers reed and kellogg grammar and ray
primary arithmetic courses in addition to those associated with

the foregoing books were spelling geography and history
quite often it was the mischief rather than the subject matter

that endeared the school to the students memory A favorite prank
during recess was to pester the drivers of the water wagons that went

by on their way to the mines water was very scarce in some of the

camps and generally sold for twentyfivetwenty centsivefivelve a bucket some of the

1957
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boys would run up behind the wagon as it started up the hill west of town
now the high school hill and pull the cork out of the barrel allowing the

precious water to run out they delighted in thinking of the cussing
and swearing that would take place when the driver found out

there is very little available information regarding the school
during the nineties but by 1899 the enrollment had reached sixtyfivesixtyflsixty

14
five

representing 98 per cent of the potential students the school house
was given a good renovation and the grounds were cleaned leveled and

surrounded by a new board fence A pump was also installed to solve
the problem of having to carry all their drinking water

other teachers in milfords early schools were minnie smith-
son nellie gunn H M fennemore a mr tippetts william jo burns
and mamie lindsay in additionadditionto to those already mentioned

the school building which stood where the L D S church
stands today was used for all types of community functions such as

dances parties politicalpolit ralliesicalicat dramatic entertainments and

church meetings
the same bell that called the scholars11scholaxs to class on weekdays

17
was used to call the saintsisaints to church on sundays

the mormons were the only religious group active during the
early eighties and they were allowed to use the school building by the

10
district board of education their first activity of any record came
during the fall of 1880 at a meeting held on october 29 william
mcmillan who had joined the church in england and emigrated to utah
in 1879 was called by apostle erastus snowsnovsknovs direction and ordainedtoordained to

13 statement of david A tanner personal interview may 23
1956

14 15
beaver county blade november 25 1899 ibid

statement of D E kirk personal interview may 23 195601956
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madsen loc cit ibid
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be the bishopbishopof of a newly organized milford ward john P bush
and henry mccune were chosen as counselors to mcmillan and each
was ordained and set apartoapart other church officials who attended the
first meeting were president john ashworth of the beaver stake and

20bishop william fotheringham of minerMiners svilleo

the new ward was very favorably located in order to receive
numerous visits from general authorities of the church as they came
through on their way to other southern settlements in addition to
erastus snow who had local business interests other apostles who

visited and preached in the local ward meetings were francis lyman
john henry smith brigham young jr george teasdale and

wilford woodruff 21

As business declined in the early eighties bush and mccune
both moved away and at a quarterly conference of the beaver stake
held in march 1882 mcmillan was sustained as bishop with john to
bush as a counselor by december of that year ebenezer tanner
and benjamin hiskey were sustained as counselors hiskey died
and mcmillan was released on december 8 1883 as he was moving to

salt lake city and so the ward was disorganized by the church au-

thorities the stake historical report for december 31 1883 said
milford was not reported because there are but few members and

24they are mostly transienttransientotransientstrans 11ientolento

sometime early in 1884 the mormons who were still living
in milford were reorganized as a branch of the minersvilleminersvitleMiners wardvillevitlevilie

19andrew jens on LDlade Sso biographical encyclopedia
salt lake city andrew jens on historical co 1914 vol II11 p 20

history of beaver stake 18561900 11 pop 1301300 MS in
LDS church historianshistorian office salt lake city utah

deseret news april 20 188101881

22 23history of beaver stake loctoc citocit ibid

24 beaver stake historical report december 31 1883
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with ebenezer tanner as the presiding elder tanner acted in

this capacity for two decades holding mostly monthly meetings when
missionaries or stake authorities visited from minerMiners and
beaver on these occasions the men who were employed on the section
gangs of the railroad and a few of the freighters who happened to be

A
in town would generally attend these meetings

whilewhite the ward had first been organized sunday school
meetings were held quite regularly with edgar savage as the super-
intendent but these also seemed to fade out when the ward was dis

27organized for many years there were scarcely more than half
a adozendozen mormon families living at milford and in 1889 the meetings

28had entirely ceased
early in the spring of 1892 president C C white of

beaver stake had presiding elder tanner call a meeting to be held
in the school house at milford he sent bishop george eyre of

minerMiners svillevilleaville and elder william fotheringham stake superintendent
29

of sunday schools to organize a sunday school here there was
zF good turn out for the meeting and james C madsen a convert
from denmark who had lived in milford for about six years was

set apart as the sunday school superintendent on july 17 1892

edrick savage and samuel naylor were set apart as his first and
31second assistants with mrs james IR nielson as secretary

the new super intendencytendencyintendencein had no money or materials to

start with so superintendent madsen started a subscription listiistaist
and visited every house in town telling the people of their desire to

start a sunday school under the auspices of the deseret sunday

school union

25 26
history of beaver stake loc citcito ibid
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within a few days I1 had 125 00 a a I1 sent up to salt
lake city for a pulpit bible new testaments large and
small ones books of mormon bible and book of mormon
chart a large map of the book of mormon in fact a full
supply of all books and cards a kimball organ and stool
a desk and a call bell sunday school union music book
and cards and books for our little friends too numerous
to mention 3322

sunday school was held in the community school building
by permission of the school board of which madsen was the secretary

33and treasurer the meeting was announced each sunday morning
at 930 AM by chester madsen son of the superintendent who
would ring the school house bell and again just before 10 A M the
sunday school was conducted in the same manner as all other mormon
sunday schools and they seemed to get along with a good attendance
of young and old however madsen reported that

after a while some of my good friend nonmormonsnon
suggested

mormons
some changes that would make it moremor easy on

me they said to get in touch with the american sunday
school union and they would furnish me a complete
program for each sunday to follow I1 told thewthem that I1
was satisfied with our system and would not desire any
eastern publishing co to help me out these friends
of mine also communicated with the american sunday
school union and they sent a man out to see what he could
do with me they also asked me for the school house to
hold a meeting and have him explain his system which I1
did not object to and at the close of the meeting I1 spoke
and saidaidsaldald that illeyillmy opinion we had a much better system
than that which he advanced 3 4

the sunday school continued to meet with considerable
success in the first year of its organization andrew jenson L do

S church historian paid a visit here in the interest of collecting
35the history of the mormons in this area in addition such men

as karl G maeser president of brigham young academy at provo

and george goddard both representing thedeseret sunday school
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union general board were frequent visitors
throughout the middle and late nineties the sunday school

improved and prospered each year along with other religious ac-
tivities ebenezer tanner jr first missionary of record to re-
present the milford mormonscormonsMor wasmons set apart for the northern states
missionmissionon on august 26 1895 and returned october 30 1897

3
in

1898 james edwin tanner another son of the presiding elder of the
0 0

milford branch was called and set apart for a missionmissionon on may 18

during thesethebe years the sunday school did well under the
directiondirectionof of super ientendentienlentlen madsentendent even though there was a large turn-
over in his counselors acting as first assistants following edrick
savage were the following until the turn of the century james bigler
charlescharies H rollins J T tanner second assistants following
samuel naylor were J M fisher J T tanner james bigler
charles H rollins J T tanner second term and E R denny
in addition to mrs J R nielson those that served as secretaries

39were burly hichiekm an dorothy hichiekm an and annie denny
in 1899 when the forwardingtheforwarding business was slowing up due to

the extensionofextension of the railroad madsen was called to salt lake city so
40he was replaced by ebenezer tanner jr

at the close of the century the milford branch contained
only about ten families but sacrament meetings and sunday school
were held regularyregularsreg everyulary sunday with ebenezer tanner sr

36

37Missionon

38

duringthese
endent

hickman hickman

36

37

hist
sairitsundayschools day

pres-
iding over the branch there was sufficient activity among this
small group to cause the leaderstoleadersleader to organize a mutual improvement

2

deseret news november 28 1894
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association in october of 1900 with william J burns president

A T J sorenson and nora dallydaltydailydaliy counselors and margaret
4 1

hichie km an secretary treasurer
on

41

july 12 1903 ebenezer tanner sr reported to the
beaver stake that the milford branch of the minersvilleMiners wardville

42wanted to be organized into a ward there had been much ac-
tivity among the people including the building of a meeting house

43during this year however no action was taken on the request
until a meeting held after the afternoon session of stake quarterly
conference on january 9 1904 at this meeting bishop dotson of

minersvilleminersviMiners presidingvilleilleelieeilevi elder tannerTailtarltari andner several members of the
stake high council spoke and it was decided to hold a meeting in
milford on the lith when the meeting was held a new ward or-
ganization was drawn up and jacob T tanner became the first
bishop with william J burns and thomas C reed as his counselors

44burns also acted as their clerk along with the ward a primary
organization was established with burly hickman kirk as president
margaret hickman and henrietta tanner were set apart as hedher

45counselors and bertha skillicorn acted as their secretary
the first real organization effected after that of the mormons

was the first church of christ scientist in april of 1904 miss
M catherine smithsonsmiths was the leader of this group which was also

omposed of sarah L harrington margaret R williams mary A

mckeon susan A peak merenthaberenthaMe Hrentha smithson john B smithson
josephine muldoon james F muldoon and mrs julia smithson

there were people of many other religious faiths in milford

41merkley op citcitocite p 345

42 beaver stake historical record book C K p 294
MS in L D S church historians office salt lake city utah

43history of beaver stake loc cit it was built on the
northwest corner of the block used by present fire department
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during the years under discussion but there was little organized
effort made among them to hold meetings some catholics had come
to milfordMitford very early but they held no meetings until at least 1895 at

47the home of john ryan their official organization did not take
place until soon after world war L

bishop scanlan of the salt lake diocese a wellknownweltknownwellweltweilweli
catholic

known

in the intermountain area was an occasionalanoccasionalunoccasional visitor in
milford on his way to visit catholic groups in this southern area
especially the mining camps of southern nevada at that time mil-
ford was the beginingbeginningbeg ofining thefhe stage linetine for the area

during the two decades when milford was the acting terminus
of the railroadraitroadit it was necessary for people traveling to southern ne-
vada southern utah northern arizona and southern california from
the north to relinquishrelinqlu their seat in a semicomfortablesemi c railwaycomfortable car
for a bumpy miewiebone on the stage but since it was the adequate means
of transportationansportation at the time they usually made the best of the sit-
uation

A salt lake attorney who came to visit the second judicial
court of judge boreman in beaver has left a descriptiondescriptionof of his ride
from milford to beaver which cost about 5 00 at the time he
reached milford about 530 A M had breakfast and at 800 A M

mounted

THE STAGE

which on this occasion consisted of a buckboard the seat
beside the driver was the only one and was made as comfort-
able as the rude circumstances would permit the time made
was five miles an hour and may be deemed somewhat mira-
culous when we consider the condition of the stock the near
horse a cayuse of the most radical type and the off one a
little uncertain on his pins would be described by an english
jockey as a trifletrifie groggy before and a bit still behind 11 the
driver a man named kelseykeisey was quite chatty and agreeable
at minersvilleMiners weville changed horses and got safelysafety buckledonbuckledbuckletonbuck onledon
to the real stage called with good reason by the drivers

ibid V p 352
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A JERKEY

the team now consisted of a sorrel that had seen hard times
and a bay with a lame forefootfore footofoot the driver named mcknight
said he had got gravel or sand in it I1 observed that if that was
the case it was all the and there was in him the 20 mile
trip from there to beaver didnt improve his gait or his ap-
pearance and the keen eye of the jehu was kept busy exploring
new territory on which to administer the whip with the desired
effectoeffects

we reached beaver at 330 P M p notwithstanding these
trifling impediments to travel 48

efforts had been made as early as 1882 to construct a road
through the big canyon or pass which would shorten the distance

49between milford and beaver by 11 miles soldiers from fort
cameron completed the beaver side but the milford side was not
improved and because of the steep grade in several places it was
used very little for many years one man related his attempt to
use the passpass11 short cut with a balky team two hours we labored
diligently and faithfully but there was nary ascend to the team
the stupid animals pulled tailward and we fully realized how it was
with the tardy schoolboy who took one step forward and slid two back

SO50
0 0

using horse and wagons for transportation provided plenty
of problems but even the railroad was not without its difficulties
the southern utonianetonian reported a visit to frisco by cunard of the
steamship company and his family president francklyn and allenalienailen
G campbell of the horn silver company and bishop john sharp of

salt lake city their special car the davy crockett 11 was

attached to the regular passenger train and on their return an

deseret news april 1 188518850

49 territorial enquirer provo august 19 1882

50150.1ibid

deseret news september 28 188118810
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attempt was made to wreck the train As they were descending the
grade about four miles below frisco suddenly they came in view of
two railroad ties which had been placed across the tracks fortu-
nately the engineer was able to see them in sufficient time to reverse
the locomotive and avoid an accident it was generally agreed that a
man from manti in sanpete county had been responsiblesponsible for the mis-
deed whether deputy sheriff hedges apprehended him was not reported

the boys of milford also liked to put things on the tracks but
usually they were nails or small pieces of metal to see what the wheels
of the big locomotive would do to them they enjoyed climbing the
little hill on the west of town where they could watch the trains labor

52up the highline towards frisco during the winter when there was
much snow and the train was late returning it was a good guess that
it was caught in one of the snowbound cuts in a blizzard when this
happened the boys would climb the hill to the assay office and get
inside the wood box at the back here they could just lift the lid
enough to poke their binoculars through to watch the train crews
trying to shovel the train out which was under the necessity of backing

53
down becuasebecurse there were no facilities to turn around at frisco
and if it was not too windy the boys could take along a 22 rifle and
bring back a rabbit or two for supper

some of the more mischievous lads of the community turned
54their attention to pestering george hardy the shoemaker his shop

was on the corner where the telluride power company is presently
located and he would often beembeenbeambeombeon seen working late at night there
was a small hole in the wall just opposite his bench and the boys
would sneak up and spit tobacco juice throughthroughit it this would make
him angry but he would go right on singing his little english songs and

work all the faster
the same boys were a little more refined where girls were

statement of david A tanner personal interview april
2 1956

ibid
54statement of john mitchell williams personal interview

may ZZ22 1956
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involved and usually confined their activities to candy pulls playing
marbles dancing and other things common to the times often
mrs peter martin used to invite them to her home for an evening of

entertainment each one present would have to take his or her turn
with a story or stunt or else pay a forfeit

when the old folks went to parties it was common to take the
younger children with them this is illustrated by an item which
appeared in the beaver county blade on monday evening last
practically the whole population of milford loaded itself into wagons
and descended upon john forgie in the capacity of a surprise party
between hunting the slipper I1 meeting the hutchison family I1

refreshments and music the guests enjoyed themselves until the wee

small hours
the older people of the community liked to gather at the end

of a days work and spend the evening dancing the williams hotel
mowery hotel and the school house were common places where this
activity was carried on this was during the time when daylight
must be seen between the partners and a floor manager kept an eye

open for offenders who would be politely ask to leave different kinds
of quadrillsquadrilleQua thedrills chicago glide and the mazurka were among the

57popular dances of the period the music was supplied by various
means including accordions violins organs and often orchestras
would be hired from minersvilleMiners beaverville and occasionally dan

CQ

olsens band came from fillmore in addition to the dances there
were occasional masquerade parties and a wedding reception or two

an unusual wedding took place in 1884 about half past one on

a cold december morning justice C B stevens was awakened from
his slumbers bybir a young man named billingsley from minersvilleMiners whoville

statement of mary ann reese personal interview august
27 1955

beaver county blade february 17 1900

57statement of abner tanner personal interview june 20 1957
CQ
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59desired his services in tying the nuptial knot learning it was an
elopement stevens politely declined but the couple just went on down
the street to exjusticeex Bjustice A spears who satisfied their request by
going over the marriage ceremony the next morning a mr dotson
of minersvilleMiners fatherville of the bride arrived in milford in search of his
runaway daughter and became intensely angry to discover that she had
become a wife

notwithstanding an elopement now and then social problems
were relatively few in the early days of milford inspiteinspire of the number
of saloons and the towns proximity to the rough mining camps women
were respected because the men knew that they must keep their place
or suffer severe public condemnation A few men over the years
had been tarred and feathered and run out of town for indiscreet actions
in regards to the opposite sex and one man was whipped for just
slandering a woman on the street

for a few years a house of prostitution was operated just south
of the forgie hotel but public sentiment became so great that it was

closed and an attempt was made to build southwest of town but the
house was never fully completed another business of this type was
run just down the wash from mineral hot springs to the northeast by

2

nigger mag n hot baths massages and a swimming pool filled
from the warm spring water were conveniences available to the
customers

milford was settled by a wide variety of different types of

people but over the years they became more or less adjusted to the

59deseret news december 3 1884

statement of margaret hickman rogers personal interview
august 25 1955

statement of jennie martin personal interview may 23 1957
statement corroborated by abner tanner personal interview july
10 1957

statement of emma smith personal interview may 23 1956
0
statement of jennie nichols smith personal interview may

23 1956 nigger magmag11 was a colored woman who had come west in
1857 with johnstons army
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type of frontier life they found here they enjoyed the happy times and
mourned together over the sad ones james C madsen in reflecting
on his thirteen years in milford from 1886 to 1899 said 1 married
the young buried the old and administered to those who were sick 11

one

64

cold february morning as a teamster was watering his
horses at the old well of donald mckay his bucket caught on to some-
thing in the well gazing down into the well he could see the form
of a man an investigation showed that the dead man was a peterson
from grantsvilleGrants whoville had last been seen the night before at about 10

oclock somewhat intoxicated it was supposed that he had started to
turn the corner and not being aware that the well was there had walked
headlong into it there beatenweaten feet of water in the well but a plank
had kept him from sinking

two unusual deaths occuredoccurred in 1885 the first was a suicide
committed by william C godbe the 23 year old son of a prominent
mining and newspaper man from salt lake city william S godbe

the second was the murder of dan severance for which bill orrick
was sentenced to the penitentiary

the men of the time lived a hardy life and many prided them-
selves on their robust physical appearance and outstanding athletic
prowess it is not surprising to find the following that appeared in

the salt lake dailydaiydallydaliydaly tribune
A party of friscoitesFrisc andoites milforditesMilford whoites are now making

the cliftcliff house their headquarters modest gentlemen but
egotistical enough to believe that they have among their
numbers gentlemen of superior athletic ability and whose
proficiency in that line is only overcome by their personal
attractions are soon to have an opportunity to display
their prowess at black rock or any other place they may
select along the lake shore in jumping running putting
the stone caledonia style or at single handed talking
and while we entertain towards them the highest feelings
of friendship we believebelleve that they will meet their match
on the lake shore 8

madsen loc cit deseret news february 2 1881

ibid february 11 1885 ibid october 7 1885
o0

daily tribune july 19 1881
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whoever the men were from milford they probably had plenty
of opportunities to practicepractipracki in their particular line of athletic ability
during good weather the men made the most of their chances to pitch
horseshoes whittle do some jumping and practice high kicking
especially when business was slow around the freighting houses
the boys did the same thing during the summer or whenever they
could play hooky from school

on one occasion the younger set assembled at malloysmallowsMa halllloys
for the purpose of having an exhibition and some recitations it
was not long before two boys got into an altercation and one cut the

otherothers head open with his sling shot causing a gash three inches long
almost to the skull thus the recitations were ended for that day and

dr bailey was called to sew up the cut

the boys would rather go fishing than be all dressed up in

their fancy clothes to do recitations some of them liked to go with

hinkeebinkee the chinaman to fish for suckers and chubs in the river across
71the pastures by the willows instead of using poles and line they

would make large hoops out of gunny sacks and use them to scoop the
fish hinkeebinkee would sell some of their prize catches in his restaurant
and give the rest away

the chinaman played a rather unique role in the life of the
community and when one ate at his restaurant it was a good policy
to lift the top of the pie and see if there were any little dark raisins

72flies once a man was walking up by the old stamp mill and
chanced to see a bobcat perched by the big stack he told ebenezer
tanner about it and tanner shot it and gave it to the chinaman who

73said he wanted to boil the oil out of it for rheumatize 11 the local
citizens were not sold on all the chinese remedies but felt like there
was not much to lose by trying them

69statement of david A tanner personal interview may 2
1956

70deseret news february 16 1881
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whether it was the chinese with their restaurant the irish on
the section gangs the swedes from the mines or anyone else they
were all glad to see summer come because it meant the coming of

the dixie peddler rl even the hot windy weather and the abominable
dust could be overlooked in anticipation of what the peddler brought

to the barefoot boy whose only pleasure was to chase half
grown gophers around trees like greasewoodsgrease andwoods over
sunbakedsun alkalibaked flats he brought juicy melons apples and
the stomach ache to the housewife tired of trying to make
meals tasty without the vegetables necessary he brought
rest in the shape of beets turnips carrots etc and to
the tired cowboy section jerry bullion guard dead broke
freighter and miner he brought well of course beaver
county is dry1drydrye and dixie peddlers are things of the past
so why conceal the other barrel besides the one filled with
molasses 4

74hickman loc cit
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CHAPTER X

POLITICAL HISTORY

the initial political institution established to govern beaver
county was the county court this organization consisted of the
probate judge and three selectmen who conjointly possessed the
power and authority given to our present county commissioners
although it has a judicial name its duties were administrative such as

1 0 jurisdiction over the conservation and disposition
of timbertimbler resources water privileges and the distribution
of water for mill community and irrigation purposes
the districting of the county for road precinct school
and other purposes the levying and collection of the
county taxes and the submission to the people of ways
and means of meeting extraordinary expenditures for
public buildings roads and bridges 2

in addition the selectmen and judge had separate duties imposed onan
them which together with the sheriff constables justices of the
peace assessors collectors treasurerstreasuresstreasur anders lesser officials took
care of managing all the county business at this time the county
court had complete jurisdiction over the unincorporated villages and
towns within its borders

for over three decades every man elected to a county office
came from the southeast part of the county there in the towns of

beaver greenville adamsvilleAdams andville minersvilleMiners wasville where the great
majority of the population was located and not until 1893 was a candi

3
date from milford successful further no nonmormonnon wasmormon sucsucclucc

cessful in being elected to the county court before itift was terminated
4

in favor of the commissioner form of government in 189618960

in the four towns in the southeast part of the county there were
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few gentiles among the predominant mormon population and because of
the mormon political solidarity it was usually a foregone conclusion
that the latterlattersiatter s candidates would be elected this caused bitter
feelings to exist among the gentiles who thought that an ecclesiastical
organization should not have so close a connection to the political life
of the area and consequently this feeling was manifest whenever sig-
nificant issues came up

one issue that lingered on during this turbulent secondhalfsecond
century

half
was that of statehood several attempts had been made to

gain congressional recognition early in the life of the territory but
all had failed another big effort was made early in the seventies
but there was such a growing sentiment against statehood particularly
among the nonmormonnon elementsmormon that it also was doomed to failure
the action taken by the gentiles was based on the feeling that if utah
gained statehood it would throw the government back into the hands of

the mormonscormonsMor whereasmons even though they were unable to win local
elections they could count on the territorial officials being appointed
who were sympathetic to their point of view

A petition was circulated in beaver county early in 1872

objecting to utahs admission to statehood and the great bulk of

signers came from the mining districts where the gentiles were in
a large preponderance this same attitude is manifest in a dispatch
from the san francisco mining district on june 28 1876 which said

whether james G blaine is the nominee or not he has
many warm friends in this district who wish him success
I1 can safely say that about two thirds of the miners of
beaver county are blaine men for they consider him a
staunch friend to the gentile cause and true to the union 6

since milford occupied a position between the mining districts
and the communities of the southeastern part of the county it partook
of the influences of both but economically it faced the west and there-
by received its greatest influence from that direction gentiles out-

numbered the mormonsimormonscormonsMorIMor tomonsbons the extent that the latter seemed willing to

be rather passive in their political activities for a number of years

eseret news june 12 1872 dailydaliy tribune june 28 1876
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and the county court generally appointed gentiles to the appointive
offices in the districts where they were in the majority

by the fall of 1876 the leading citizens of milford petitioned
7

the court to organizeorg theanizeanise community into a precinct this would
make it possible for the local voters to choose some of their officials
rather than having them appointed and after some consideration the
requested action was taken the precinct was to include

a all that portion of beaver county bounded on the
north west by grampiongramptonGram precinctpion thence running east to
the quart zite mountain thence along summit of said
mountain to a point due east of the north spring about
6 miles in a northerly direction from minersvilleMiners
thence

ville
west to star precinct thence north on star and

grampiongramptonGram linespion to place of beginning

in

7

quartzite

0
8

until an election could be held william H lighthall was appointed
9justice of the peace and E H fisher as constable of the precinct

when the election was finally held august 6 1877 lighthall was
elected justice of the peace and james mcgarry succeeded fisher as
constable there are no records available to indicate whether these
men were mormons or gentiles

the total votes cast in each of the precincts of the county during
this election give at least a comparative idea of the size of milford at
this time in beaver there were 301 minersvilleMiners 99ville grampiongramptonGram 91pion
milford 50 adamsvilleAdams 46ville greenville 41 and star 35

the main sources of information about the political warfare
that was carried on during this period of milfords history are the
papers that were printed in the salt lake city it was possible to get

different points of view on political trends by carefully choosing the
paper which you read the deseret news always gave the peoplespeopled
party or mormon church viewpoint while daily tribune was unhesi-
tatingly outspoken in favor of the gentile or liberal party cause it
is with this in mind that all information must be understood in order
to get a fair analysis of the political situation as it actually was

record of the county court 185618831856 op1883 cit i p 196
Q Q I1 f I1 1
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during the existence of the liberal party composed chiefly

of non mormonscormons beaver county was one of its strongest centers of
activity this was especially true of milford and the adjacent mining
districts but throughout the state as a whole the liberals were in such
a minority that they had to influence issues by voice rather than by vote

in the early seventies when the move for statehood was being
pushed rather vigorously there had been some feeble attempts to
harmonize the local situtationsitu withtation the larger political picture by
organizing along national lines this was unsuccessful at the time
because the gentile leadership mistrusted the motives of the mormons
who showed quite a willingness

after the election of 1874 where they enjoyed some success in
local elections throughout the state the liberal party started to lose
ground in 1876 and 1878 in many areas they made no attempt to
even put a candidate on the ticket

As the election of 1880 approached interest in the liberal
party experienced somewhat of a rejuvenation in beaver county
they started to organize for a vigorousvigoro campaign preceedlproceeding the

14august election local party leaders decided to take a little dif-

ferent approach and abandon their policy of insulting the opposition
party this brought no little laughter from the peoplespeopled party who

poked fun at this announcement with the following editorial
one of the most striking characteristics of the so

called liberalsliberals11liberale of this territory apart from their
extreme illiberality is their remarkable inconsistency
in illustration of this we quote two or three paragraphs
from the resolutions of the beaver county liberal
convention they occur apart but we place them to-
gether to show how much harmony there is between
them

whereas the party which has held power in this
territory since its first settlement have denied all
exercise of political rights to american citizens who
do not worship god according to their peculiar forms
and mode of religious faith

whitney opolioil cit s ppe 241
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be it resolved that this convention of the liberals of
beaver county believe that the cause of progress and
enlightenment will be best subservedsub andserved the moral
and material interests of the community best promoted
by our candidates for county and precinct office being
exclusively chosen from that class of the community
who have no connection with the dominant church

re solved that we wage war upon no class of the
community and disavow that we have any wrongs to
avenge but insist upon the right of the majority to
choose and elect men to office whom they regard
most fit for public position S

when the election for the county was finally held it had reper-
cussions that reached papers as far away as new york city the
peoples party carried every office but that of sheriff by at least one

17hundred votes I1 the liberal party candidate for sheriff received
619 votes to 480 for the peoples candidate the same dispatch that
contained the voting totals said that one hundred and fortyfiveforty votesfive
were sworn in at frisco and milford which had not bepreviouslyswreviouslypreviously
registered

sparks began to fly between the two parties especially when
the canvassers of the election started around the county

the clamors of indignation and murmurs of revenge
began when they arrived at the brand new town of milford
here ambition had oer leaped itself and the liberals 11

probablyobablypr in the majority even in a fair election resorted
to tuffintuffin1111stuffin11 by means of the swearing in process the
peoples party had but one judge of election while the
liberals had the other two every time a man or woman
appeared whose name was not on the registrars books
the peoples representative objected to and protested
against the reception of his or her vote and each and
every such occasion the vote was received by exactly
twothirdstwo majoritythirds this business was carried on
to the extent of 58 votes and milford returned a very
decided minority for the peoples ticket 18

when the canvassers found out what had taken place they
refused to count the votes in milford and three other precincts of the
county where votes had been sworn in this action gained space in
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the new york herald of august 12 which said the mormons have
been learning returning board tricks and then referred its readers
to the following dispatch it received from salt lake city

the mormon returning board of beaver county threw
out the vote of the gentile precincts of frisco milford
adamsvilleAdams andville minersvilleMiners defeatingville the state sheriff
elect on the liberal ticket the gentile voters of frisco
have resolved to refuse to daypay taxes in consequence of
this disenfranchisement iai7

at the order of the county court another election was held in
milford to elect a justice of the peace but again some irregularity
took place and it was necessary to set another election to get the
matter settled

before all the excitement caused by the local elections had
abated during the month of september attention was shifted to the
state and national political scene on the 22nd of this month the
liberal party held its nominating convention in salt lake city to
determine a candidate for delegate to congress the deseret news
in commenting on the convention said that during the proceedings there
was somewhat of a deadlock among several prospective candidates and
then chidechidedchlded what happened with the following

just here the idea suddenly occurred to somebody
to nominate alienallenailen G campbell for delegate to congress
the complete spontaniety and unpremeditation of which was
evidenced in the unfurling of a flag which bore his name
at the other end of the hall

this action was apparently successful and the convention forthwith
named campbell as their candidate

though this action had been planned it came as a mild surprise
to the candidate who was not at the convention when he was told what
had occurred he treated it as a pleasant hoax of his partner in the
mine matthew cullen but when he was persuaded that it was a

23fact willingly accepted

19ibid august 25 1880 ibid october 6 1880
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campbell was a familiar figure around beaver county having
business interests in milford in addition to partnership in the horn
silver mining company which had helped him become a millionaire
he was born in pulaski county missouri in 1834 but moved to col-
orado in 1859 at the time of the pikes peakpeak11 excitement when the
settlers in denver were trying to organize the area as the jefferson

24territory n in 1870 the mining developments in utah attracted him
c

and a few years later he had purchased into the horn silver mine
there was a gneralgheral feeling that campbell was sufficiently antimormonanti
to

mormon
fit the best interests of the liberal party and had ample funds to

support the campaign
campbellscampbelfs opponent in the election was george Q cannon who

27was now running for his fifth term cannon was recognized as one
of the leading mormonscormonsMor anmons apostle and before the election was held

28
he became first counselor in the first presidency of the church

it is very questionable just how big a vote the liberals expected
to get over the state but they certainly expected to be strong in beaver
county when the returns were counted for the novembervember election
there was more than a mild surprise for campbell who polled only 223

29votes in the county as compared to 515 for cannon this became all
the more difficult to explain when it is remembered that just a couple
of months before this in the local election the liberals had polled at
least twice that many votes over the state campbell received
1 357 votes to 18 568 for cannon

there are three factors that seem to be most important in the
poor showing that campbell made first the liberal party had

24 25 26
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actually lost ground during the latter part of the seventies and even
this vigorous drive in 1880 was not enough to restore the party to its

32former strength secondly campbell did not appear to be as pop-

ular among his own party as many had thought we would be the
vote he received represented about onethirdone ofthird the party strength as
indicated in preceedingproceedingprece electionseding and the third factor involves his
personal life which would certainly be common knowledge to those
who knew him very well in the early months of 1880 he was involved
in a divorce action tried in the second judicial court and the judge
awarded florence A campbell 5 000 to meet legal expenses and

34300 per month alimony this would seem to at least indicate some
marital difficulties that would not enhance his vote getting popularity

it was the law that the successful candidate was to receive a

certificate of election from the governor just before the votes were
to be examined campbell at the insistence of some of his friends
sent a protest to the governor against cannon receiving the certificate

35on the grounds that he was both an alien and a polygamistlygamist each of

these charges had been made against cannon during preceedingproceedingprece elec-
tions

eding

the former having been disproved
even though cannon had been seated after unsuccessful pro-

tests made against him on previous occasions governor murray
issued the certificate to campbell and the contest was taken to the
halls of congress the deseret news leveled a blast at the governersgovernors
action

it will amuse and astonish not a few to learn that our
handsome face4 weakheadedweak governorheaded has actually
issued a certificate of election to alienallenailen G campbell
everybody knew that such was his will but very few
besides himself and his plotting advisers supposed
that he was really foolish enough to do it if as
solomon says therehere is nothing new under the sun n

whitney op cit p 216

33roberts op cit vol VI p 7
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35daily tribune january 9 1881
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fulfut
land of liberty and equal rights the willwiil of 150 000
people 18 000 polled votes ignored and a 1 300 ballot
candidate carried off the election certificate why its
perfectly laughablelaughabllaughably j

the debate over the contested seat raged off and on for a period
of almost two years but was finally settled on march 22 1882 when the
edmunds bill was signed by president arthur which made it illegal for
a polygamist to hold public office however campbell was robbedofrobbed of

his success when he failed in his quest to be seated and the next del
OQ

egateagate from utah was john T caine elected in november of that year
from the episode in 1880 local citizens called the liberal candidate

M C n or minority campbell n

back on the local scene the activity of 1880 had given the
liberals a renewed hope for some local successes but by july of 1881

the daily tribune was lamenting the fact that they had received no news
of any move being made by the liberals of beaver county there
was a general concensusconcentuscon ofcensus opinion that the liberals of beaver county
had a better opportunity to gain a member to the legislative assembly
now than ever before this was further emphasized by the southern
utonianetonian and the beaver enterprise papers generally considered as
allied with the mormon church who were admitting that the liberals

40now have more than an even show

inspiteinspire of all the encouragement by the press from every corner
no steps were taken to put any candidates on the slate for the coming

election this caused the frisco times to voice no little consternation
and it issued the following commentcomments

37
deseretdejeretdejerez news january 12 1881

38whitney op cit
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this certainly comes as near to it in the annala of tom-
foolery as anything yet heard of in this wonderwonderful

to this the dailydailldallydaliydallu tribune added
that although the feeling of bitterness towards one another has nearly
become extinct yet it would be a base surrender to give up victory

p 22 lo10

daily tribune july 24 1881
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the nonmormonnon populationmormon of beaver county pays no small
or mean portion of the taxes yet no gentile has ever been elected
to a county office we ought to have had the one selectman who
is to be elected next monday but no effort has been made to elect
him As individuaindividuals the times has nothing to aay against the
present officers of beaver county we believe them to be honor-
able upright gentlemen who administered the affairs of the county
honestlyhones fairlytty and impartiallyrpartiattyir yet we do most emphatically
object to their being elected by an ecclesiastical instead of a
political party we most decidedly object to any church exerting
such control over politics believing as we do that it is contrary
to the spirit and institutions of our republic

if the press could not stir the liberals to activity passage of

the edmunds act in the early part of 1882 seemed to succeed this
act disenfranchised anyone who was practicing plural marriage and

it was felt that it would greatly cut the voting power of the peoplespeopled
party the frisco times came out with a statement which probably
reflects the attitude of the liberals in milford and the mining camps
when it said gentiles are rejoicing with the tribune over the fact
that god and the governor will run zion for awhile they can beat the

43old mormon revelatorsreveta outtors of their boots 11

along with this renewed activity a territorial convention
of the liberal party was called for october to be held in salt lake city
it was announced that the convention was for all who favor strict en

44forcement of the lawstawslawsta andws are against church rule in utah 11 the
strength of the liberals in beaver county at this time might be es-
timated by the fact that only salt lake and weber counties were invited

45to send more delegates than beaver dountycounty
46the election for the year never was held congress had

provided through the edmunds act for five commissioners to come to

utah to supervise elections and they arrived too late to hold the elec-
tions that should have been held in august congress then gave the
governor the right to appoint the officials and two hundred persons

42 ibid august 2 1881

434 443
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were thus selected but those who heldheid the offices refused to relinquishrelinretin
47until

quish
successors had been elected before the hattermatter could be settled

the november election came around and inspiteinspire of adverse conditions
the peoplespeopled party still polledpotted a tremenduoustremenduovis majority over the state

48and were successful in beaver county
during the latter years of the eighties the liberal party begar

picking up more strength until by 1888 they had 5 men in the territorial
49legislature the edmundstuckeredmunds acttucker of 1887 had disenfranchised

women and previous legislation had done the same to polpotpoi gamiststgamistsga thismists
had a greater effect in the communities in the southeast part of the
county than it did in milford because apparently none of the mormons
living in this community were practicing plural marriage

much of the misunderstanding in this area between the liberalsLibe
and

raisrats
the peoples party was beginning to vanish and the last real

political battle between the two was in 1890 when john T caine defeated
judge C C goodwin who ran on the liberal ticket during this year
there was a great dealdeai of realignment in political circles and tiietlletile two

great national parties democratic and republican were organized later
in 1891 52

on june 10 1891 the peoples party met and officially dis-
solved encouraging its members to join either of the national parties
this same year there was much agitation by some ranking liberals for
the dissolution of the liberal party also but due to the mistrust still
held by many liberals for the mormonscormonsMor itmons was two years later before
they finally followed suite this proved to be the last great obstacle
which had stood in the way of utah receiving stayehoodstatehoodstaye andhood also proved
to have a very calming effect on the political situation in milford and

beaver county

ibid ibid p 221

49 ibid p 230 included three from salt lake one from
bingham and one from park city
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in milford thereafter the church was not brought into the
political discussions as much and attention was turned to problems

54of national concern there was also much crossing of party linestinesiines
when the issues were such as to warrant it this was the case in the
electionelectionof of 1896 during a period when the mining activity of the area
was very much in need of some kind of assistance the issue of the
campaign which especiallyespecial concerned the local inhabitants was that of
unlimited coinage of silver so it was that milford with the exception
of one man went for william jennings bryan who advocated free

55silver 11 later it was believed that P B mckeon was the exception
because he was appointed postmaster little more can be told about
local politicspolit duringkics this early period of milfords development the
county court records do not mention all the men who were elected to
the milford precinct offices nor is there any way to determine whether
they were mormons or gentiles the newspapers give a partial list
of those elected prior to 1903 justicesJuist ofices the peace were W G tay-
lor C B stevens john slaterstater william mcgarry daniel D williams
and arvin M stoddard constables included A W mowriebowrie D N

hickman jesse willis A W mowriebowrie second term and william
manion

men who served as registration officers by appointment of the utah
commission after the year 1882 wereascereas follows F whiteside
oconnor james mcgarry C B stevens william williams orson
rummel B A spear C B stevens second term and george A

snow

during the eight year period from utahs admission to the

union until the incorporation of milford as a town no men were elected

54 statement of mary ann reese personal interview august
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to the state legislature from milford those who represented the
area came from beaver minersvilleminersvilteMiners andville frisco A B lewis of

frisco and later milford was chairmanchairma of the mines and minerals
committe of the senate in 1903 and as such was very active iniai bringinga

the attention of eastern investors to the great possibilities of copper
57mining in the rocky mining district a few miles northwest of milford

with incorporation in 1903 the town turned to a new phase of

its development vigorous civic activity was coupled with the con-

tinued improvement in economic conditions miners were able to

live in milford and ride horses back and forth to the rocky mining

district where the copper companies were starting to work the
railroad was extended on from caliente to los angeles stimulating
more rail traffic and the farmers soon began improvements with the
digging of deep wells to make the valley fruitful

looking to the future milfordsMilfords prospects looked bright and

as one early resident said things kept getting better and better all
CO

the time 30
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ABSTRACT

the first known party of white men who entered the area that
became utah included a franciscan friar silvestre velez de escalanteEsca
this

lantetante
expedition passed through the milford valley in the fall of 1776 and

it was when they were camped at san brigida near or on the present
site of milford that the important decision to turn back to sante fe was
made

near the hot springs which are ta15t5 or 20 milesmites farther south
escalante recordedecordedrecorded that the territory of the bearded indians they had

first encountered at the sevier river extended to that point it is not
known for a certainty just what relationship these indians had with those
found in the same area nearly threefourthsthree offourths a century later but the
indians found in the milford valley particularly in the 1850sweret850swere clans
of the paiute tribe the toy ebe its had their headquarters near
milford and they claimed the area to the north nearly to the shores of

sevier lake the pah moki abs whose headquarters were at miners
villevitlevilie claimed the rest of the valley from milford south

before any settlement took place in this valley the indians had
become greatly diminisheddiminishedin in numbers due mainly to the vigorous pros-
ecution of indian slavery by the spaniards e the paiutespaiutepalute s were found to

be rather easy prey for their enemies the spaniards and the stronger
ute tribes

the actual settlement of milford by white men represents an

extension of earlier colonization in beaver and minersvilleMiners menville from
both of these settlements quickly recognized the superior grazing land

for their cattle and sheep that could be found along the river in the

milford valley particularly near the yellow banks men from miners
ville would make annual trips to the fields near the yellow banks about
two miles north of the present union pacific station at milford to cut
the tall meadow grasses to store in their fields for winter feed there-
fore it is not surprising that joseph turley of minersvilleminersvitteMiners wasvillevitte the first

m ad e

escat ante r

diminishedin



hadsomehadrome

man to gain federal title to land in that area in 1869 followed closely
by jerome zabriskie whose land was only about a mile northeast of

the place where milford was built in the fall of 1870 arvin M stoddard
a mormon pioneer of 1847 located on the site which developed into the
community stoddard and the few others who first settled in the valley
appear to have come for agricultural purposes but had some difficulty
because of the nature of the valley where there was ample water it
was too swampy alkali covered other areas and where the good soil
was found their was insufficient water and dry farming was unsuccessful
by the time they were planning to use water from the beaver river which
flowed north through the valley the minersvilleMiners peopleville had constructed a

reservoir and diverted much of the stream this one factor lack of

sufficient water has been a major cause for the slow development of

the farming area
at the same time the first men were settling in the valley

prospectors were starting to pour into the hills to the west and southwest
many rich strikes of lead silver and gold were made and the area had
an immediate boom so important did the mining activities become that
milford was forced to live in the shadows of unimportance for nearly a

decade
it was not until the coming of the railroad in 1880 that milford

started to grow and rival some of the mining camps in economic impor-
tance it became the terminus for freighting activities which included
not only the mining region nearby but a large area including southern
utah southern nevada and northern arizona

because of its proximity to the mining area and the coming of

the railroad many people expected the community to become almost a
n second cheyenne 11 but during the middle eighties it suffered a tempo-
rary depression during this period and a similar one which occurred
during the national panic of the middle nineties the freighting activities
and cattle shipping industry are all that sustained the community and

kept it from becoming almost deserted cattle from much of the south-
western part of the great basin were driven to milford and shipped to

the eastern markets

gainfederal

throughthe

whichincluded

mini
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milfordmitford was somewhat of a meltingmetting pot for a hetrogeneousheterogeneous
group of people who were drawn there primarily for economic reasons
it had a predominance of nonmormonsnon inmormons the population and conse-
quently there was a fair amount of gentile political activity through the
early years real difficulties did not develop however because the
small number of mormons living in the community were apparently
willing to take a passive part in the political affairs

the big political year was 1880 when the liberal party ran
allenalienailen G campbell for congress against george Q cannon campbell
had become a millionaire through his part in the horn silver mining
company and some other business interests one of which was in
milford it is interesting that the mining area of beaver county did
not support campbell in the election as well as it had been anticipated
it would

the history of milford from the coming of the railroad in
1880 to the turn of the century was characterized by three attamptsattempts to
extend the steel rails on towards california work was done on the
roadbed in 1881 and then abandoned a second attempt was made in 1890

to 1892 but was cut short by the national financial difficulties and final-
ly the third attempt started in 1898 was successful the road being com-
pleted to caliente nevada in 1901

it was felt by most people in the area that milford would be
rapidly depopulated when the terminus was moved south and become
nothing more than away station but the railroad decided to use it as
a division terminal because of its location and excellent watering facil-
ities

at the turn of the century there were 279 citizens and the town

continued to grow new people moved in and some who had left during
the bad years also moved back to take up where they left off in addi-
tion to work afforded by the railroad there was a new surge of mining
in connection with lowtow grade copper shipments which promised a bright
future

by the latter part of 1903 the inhabitants of the community were
petitioning the county commission to incorporate them into a town and

the request was granted on november 30030 the commission also appoint

itieitle s

doneondoncon

divi s ionlon term inalinai



ed as the first president and board those men that the citizens had elec-
ted at a previous meeting as their choice to administer the local affairs
of the 400 citizens who now resided in the one milemitemlle square area encom-
passed by the new organization

with incorporation milford entered a new phase of its story
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