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chapter 1

introduction

new insights into the history of the church of

jesus christ of latter day saints comes by examining the

lives of early church leaders A study of the lifelifildeiidild ande

leadership of lewis warren shurtliff gives understanding

to the consistent yet changing role of stakes in the

church with roots extending deep into calvinist puritan
new england and early beginnings of mormonism shurtliff
was an important regional ecclesiastical leader he

presided for twelve years as a branch president and bishop

and for thirty nine years as president of a stake his
biography aids in understanding the larger history of

mormonism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
published sources relating to this thesis include

roy L shurtleffsShurtl twoeffs volume descendants of william

shurtleff which contains information about lewis

shurtliffsshurtliffe roots and ancestry merrill D beaibeal in A

history of southeastern idaho kate B carter in the

salmon river mission and judge W H reeder jr in an

extract from the journal of L W shurtliff in the
utah historical quarterly have provided source material
for lewis role in the salmon river mission milton R

huntersHunter bookls beneath ben lomondsmondslamondsLo peak is a source for

I11
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shurtliffsshurtliffe economic activities in weber county biogra-

phical sketches providing information about lewis

shurtliff are found in many publications including

whitneysmhitneyswhitneytWhit historyneys of utah and jensonsbensonsJen lattersons day saintaint
biographicalqrmhicalbioblo encyclopedia the most extensive account

used to analyze shurtliffsshurtliffshurtliffe s life is a twelve folio page

art book entitled one third of a century of service
weber stake of zion written by alva L scoville and

probably lewis shurtliff himself A copy was given to

each member attending a stake conference on shurtliffsshurtliff1sshurtliffe
eightieth birthday to honor his thirty three years service
as stake president the mormon experience by leonard

arrington and davis bitton the story of the latter day

saints by james alienallenailen and glen leonard along with many

other books and articles are useful in putting lewis
warren shurtliffsshurtliffe life and contributions into the larger
context of mormon history

there is a considerable number of unpublished

sources the journals of lewis warren shurtliff and his
father luman andros shurtliff cover the conversion of

the family to the latter day saints and the familysfam

movements

ilys
from new england to utah the latter shurtliff

in an oft quoted unpublished journal and the younger

shurtliff in an only recently rediscovered journal pro-

vide a wealth of material for historical analysis other
unpublished sources about the church leader include plain

city branch and ward records and the records of weber

S

encyclop diadlaEncycloeclopcioe
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stake these records were greatly improved after
shurtliff took office and contain detailed accounts of

weber county communities and their latter day saint
founders besides these sources extensive interviews
have been conducted with many shurtliff descendants and

contemporaries other source material comes fromfran

information collected by lewis shurtliff and his father

inlawin thelaw former church historian joseph fielding
smith including the genealogy and family history

collected by them on trips to new england in 1905 and

1906 the journal history of the church has much informa-

tion concerning shurtliffsshurtliffe long church service

this thesis is organized topically rather than

chronologically although each chapter follows a time

sequence pattern following the introduction chapter 2

traces the ancestors of lewis shurtliff as they moved

from england to new england it also gives details of

the family involvement in mormonism including experiences

in kirtland ohio far west missouri and nauvoo illinois
chapter 3 entitled westward the march of empire

describes the shurtliff familysfam moveilys to utah and their
involvement in the colonizing process as it relates to

lewis shurtliffshurtliffsshurtliffe vocational training it also traces
lewis economic activities throughout the remainder of

his life the fair daughters of eve chapter 4 is
devoted to a detailed description of his marriage and

histo



shurtlifShurtlshurtlifffs
4

family relationships it analyzes shurtliff1s attitudes
toward plural marriage and the role of women in the

church and in society chapter 59 benefiting the house

of israel describes the stake presidents activities in

the church of jesus christ of latter day saints it
gives details of his two missions his role as branch

president and bishop over plain city utah and his long

service as president of weber stake the final chapter

contains a summary and a conclusion

5
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chapter 2

A GREAT MAN IN ISRAEL

the first shurtleffShur totieff settle in america was

lewislewiss fourth great grandfather william shurtleffShur whotieff
came from england to plymouth massachusetts in 1634

nothing is known concerning his parentage the exact time

of his arrival in new england nor the cause that led him

to leave his native land and be bound as a carpenters
apprentice to thomas clarkdarkeark for a term of eleven years

commencing on his tenth birthday may 16 1634 clarkdarkmark

himself an ancestor of lewis warren shurtliff came to
new england on the ann in the summer of 1623 in addi-

tion to his apprenticeshipapprentices williams early records

joseph fielding smith personal papers
genealogical papers on the shurtleffShur smithtieff and lathrop
families collected by lewis warren shurtliff and joseph
fielding smith and copied by them during a trip to new
england in 1905 holograph 54 pages also constance
sophia miller flygare interviews held in salt lake city
utah and roy L shurtleffshucShur descendantstieff of william
shurtleffShur 2tieff vols san francisco roy L shurtleffShur
1976

tieff
vol 1 p 1 probable origin of the shurtleffShur

family
tieff

was the parish of ecclesfield in the west riding of
yorkshire about five miles from sheffield in england
after lewis warren shurtliff visited ecclesfield in 1870
he changed the spelling of his name from shurtleffShur totieff
shurtliff to match the english spelling of shircliff
the more traditional spelling of shurtleffShur willtieff be used
in this paper except for lewis warren shurtliff and his
father luman andros shurtliff

1

hip

ljoseph

5



I1

I1

2royaroy

6

include being chosen one of the surveyors for the
highwaies sic in plymouth serving as a juryman and

constable for plymouth and being admitted as a freeman

in the colony land records show william shurtleff
owning land in plymouth marshfield and punckatessett
now tivertonvertonlivertonTi in massachusetts unfortunately the church

records of the period are not in a condition to show

shurtleffsShurtl churcheffs fellowship although it is known that
he was a church member according to statute requisition w

his will mentions two bibles
william married elizabeth lettice and they were

the parents of three sons the youngest was born after
his father was killed by lightning williams death was

described in a letter from the reverend samuel arnold
timothy rogers my informer told me that when he came
to himselfehimselfhim sicselfeseise he saw the house fullullfuliuli of smoake sic
& there was a terrible smell of brimstone & that fire
lay scattered all about the flooreloore sic whether the
fire that was upon the hearth by vjolenceviolencevj sicolence of
the stroadestroake lsicj hurled about the hous sic or fire
from heaven he kn sic not he thought at first that
that all the people had been dead but himselfehimselfe sic
till it pleased god to reviuerevice sic the most of them
but 3 of them were mortally struck with gods
arrows that they never breathed more vis the wife
of john phillips & and son of his about 20 years of
age or upwards and one willjbillj shortly who having
been a little before burnt out of his oun sic

roy L shurtleff descendants of william
shurtleff vol I1 san francisco roy L shurtleff 1976
ppap 141

ibid

4

vol II11 p 1063 the appendix contains a
number of photographs of original documents relating to the
17th and 18th century shurtleff family including a 1660
inventory signed by william shurtleff

2

3
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volovolsolsoi II11 ppap 106410661064

J

1066

F smith papers also shurtleff descendants
of william shurtleffshurtlef vol I1 ppap 787 8

I1

asicfsic

4ibidbibid

hous sic & was with his family a present sojourner
there who had as is sayd sic a little child in
his armesannes sic which was wonderfully preserved sic
there was also a dog slaine sic under a table
behindebehinder sic 2 little children sitting as is sayd
sic upon the table ledge the wife of the sayd sic

shertlysherely being big with childe sic neer sic her
full time was gracjouslygraciously sic reviuedreviled sic & not-
withstanding both stroakstrbak & frightfrighbrigh seasonably &

mercifully deliuereddelivered sic 4

williams eldest son william the first native
born was a man of affairs in the plymouth colony he

was a selectman captain of a military company delegate

to the provencal assembly town treasurer and first town

clerk of plympton a town set off from plymouth he was

a surveyor and owned land in many parts of the colony

william and his wife susanna lathrop shurtleff were

parents of fourteen children susanna was a granddaughter

of the before mentioned thomas clarkdarkmarkmack and of john lathrop 5

the reverend john lathrop and about thirty of his
followers emigrated in 1634 because of persecution in
england they settled in scituate in plymouth colony

where lathrop was for many years the leader of the

independent puritan congregation in scituate and later
in barnstable massachusetts historian sydney E

ahlstrom traces the roots of the particular baptists to

the calvinist theology of the puritan congregationalists

bid

7

L

F

L

af fairs

5
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8

through lathrop and his followers reverend lathrop had

such influence over the people that no power of civil
magistrates was needed to restrain crime like baptist
roger williams lathrop insisted that an apostacyapostasyapo hadstacy

occurred in the new testament church and that there was

a need for a restoration of that primitive church the

belief of seeker john lathrop in a restoration of the

original new testament church was transmitted to many of

his descendants who became members of the church of jesus

christ of latter day saints included among lathropslathropeLath

posterity
rops

were mormonscormons joseph and hyrum smith wilford

woodruff oliver cowdery and parley and orson pratt 7

the third generation of shurtleffsShurtl ineffs america

included lewis great great grandparents ichabod and

hannah carver shurtleff ichabod and hannah moved from

plymouth to connecticut ichabod was described by a

contemporary as being

sydney E ahlstrom A religious history ofof the
american people new haven and london yale university
press 1972 6thath printing 1975 p 172

parley P pratt autobiography of parley parkerearkerprattpratpral salt lake city deseret book company 1972 p 465
also arlene eakle richard W price and gary boyd roberts
john lathrop 158416531584 1653 reformer sufferer pilgram manan
of god salt lake city institute of family research
inc 1979 this forty page booklet contains an exten-
sive bibliography of works on john lathrop many
prominantprominentpromin americansant are shown to be descended from john
lathrop

6

historyof
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a very pious man was often called upon to consult
with the church officers respecting disturbances
irregularities of members or other church business
was able in prayer prudent in council and much
relied upon by all who sought his advice 8

ichabods son connecticut born jonathan shurtleff first
favored the english during the revolutionary war but later
he united with the americans jonathans son noah

grandfather to lewis volunteered in the american service
at age sixteen he served one draft for his father and

another for himself 10

noah and his wife lydia brown shurtleff left
connecticut and settled in the rough hill country of

montgomery massachusetts in the south western part of

the state where they joined the methodist faith in 1805

noah left an extensive trade as a physician and surgeon

and moved his family to portage county in ohio where other

relatives and friends settled their youngest son left
the following description of his parents

my father was a stout well built healthy man
with dark eyes black hair and had double teeth
before as well as on each side of his mouth he
was about six feet one inch in height had square
shoulders and usually weighed about two hundred and
seven pounds

8shurtleff descendants of william shurtleff
vol I1 p 37

9
ibid p 67

ibid p 107

9

8shurtleff

10



omooroomm A religious history ofof the american people
newsew haven and london yale university press 1972 6thath

printing 1975 ppap 447452447 452

10

my mother was rather above common size well
built sandy complexion quite healthy and lived
very agreeably with father11father

lewis

11

grandfather noah shurtleffShur wastieff not active

in methodism in ohio although his wife lydia and son

luman became active campbellitesCampbel andlites sons ruelruei selah

and wales were presbyterian baptist and unchurched

respectively luman andros shurtliff was the youngest

son in a family of boys he was named after a methodist

minister but as an adult he joined the baptist church

only to convert a few months later to the teachings of

alexander campbell and sidney rigdon shortly there-

after he met presbyterian eunice bagg gaylord whose

family had recently moved into ohio from massachusetts

luman and eunice were married by a campbellite minister
july 4 1830 and later he became a preacher in the local
campbellite church his ministry was well accepted by

11
luman andros shurtliff diary 189718641897 1864

typewritten this manuscript is housed in special
collections harold B lee library brighamBrig younghamoharohamm

university hereafter cited as L A shurtliff diary
p 5

12
alexander campbellcammpbellcampbeli was a presbyterian turned

baptist with learnings toward a religious restoration
campbell and sidney rigdon were also associated with the
disciples of christ rigdon along with many other
campbellitesCampbel joinedlites the mormon church in ohio during
the 1830s see miltonmllton V backmansbackmannBack christianmans churches
of america origins and beliefs provoprove utah brigham
young university press 1976 ppap 141148141 see148 also
ahlstromAhlstr

rue

12

11
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his neighbors but he and eunice did not feel saved or

converted

during the summer of 1829 luman read of joseph

smiths finding golden plates and recorded his feelings
by writing in his journal

this news gave me the most singular feelings I1
have ever experienced it took the attention of
those present and we had some talk of the strange
circumstances and it made a lasting impression on
us I1 heard nothing more concerning it until the
fall of 1831 14

at this time mormon elders noah packard and

mr umphry came to franklin in portage county and preached

in the neighborhood according to shurtliffshurtli their sermons

were indicative of new beginners in mormonism after
they visited a campbellite meeting where luman was

preaching he wrote of their visit
I1 talked with them after and they told me I1 need

not oppose the gospel for I1 would blow the gospel
trump on making inquiry of the truth of the book
of mormon they said to me ask god and he will
show you

luman shurtlifshurtliffshurtliff s campbellite preaching began to

be infused with latter day saint teachings and about a

third of the flock was leaning to mormonism his
brother selahselahyselady opposed mormon principles as did his and

euniceseuniceeEu parentsnices in 1833 luman and his brother wales

moved their families further west to sullivan in lorain

L A shurtliff diary p 17

ibid p 18 ibid p 18

13

ff

I they1

13

14 15

Shurtl if f Is



I1 took one cow two pigs one
pet sheep a few chickens furniture and goods and
my family which consisted of my wife and two small
children eiceminaelceminajelceminaEicemElc andinalnaemina mary eliza

I1 should have enjoyed myself well if my mind had
been at ease about religion one of my neighbors a
mr james durfey was an elder in the mormon pro-
fession he visited me 1I tried to hide my feelings
and reasoned against him but all in vain 1

mormonism troubled luman and his wife continually

in february 1832 before leaving portage county luman

ibid ppap 20212021020 21o21

12

county in northern ohio causing the breaking up of the
campbellite congregation in franklin

in sullivan luman and wales selected heavily

timbered land for their new farms as timbered property
was considered more fertile after clearing land and

building homes they planted crops during the spring

they gathered sap from maple trees from which eunice made

over three hundred pounds of maple sugar selling some of

it for ten cents a pound luman wrote of his pioneering

adventures on the new farm

this land was covered with heavy timber mostly
beach sic and maple or sugar trees the ample
trees grew very tall measuring one hundred and twenty
to one hundred and fifty feet in height I1 started
to build my house on a beautiful elevation near the
road by chopping the trees for logs I1 cut and
split shingles six or seven inches wide one half
inch thick and three and a half feet long then I1
chopped logs to put on the shingles to hold the
shingles on the roof when I1 got this ready I1 got
a gallon of whiskey and invited fifteen or twenty
men who put up the house and roof in one afternoon

the next morning I1 cut out three logs the width
of the door put in a few boards and the next morning
we started out

p 20 ibid

16

few
0

0 0

durfey
my 7

16 17

fession
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heard joseph smith and sidney rigdon preach at revanna

ohio and recorded the following impression

I1 thought I1 had heard sidney rigdon preachpreachy when
a baptist much better but I1 had seen the prophet
not such a looking man as I1 expected to see he
looked green and not very intelligent I1 felt dis-
appointed and returned home rather cast down18

anxiety over religion increased with the expected

arrival of a third child luman and eunice had two

daughters and looked forward to the birth of a son who

could help in the work on the new farm and perpetuate

the two hundred year legacy of the christian faith and

civic responsibility carried on by members of the

shurtliff family recording his thoughts in his journal

lumanlurman andross shurtliff wrote of his sons birth
july twenty third 1835 our first son was born

we called his name lewis warren
A few hours before the birth of this child I1 went

down to wales with my two little girls As I1 returned
the shadows of night were fast falling around me and
millions of insects were bidding a lonely farwell
sic to the passing day and hailing with joyful

songs the approaching night meditating upon the
pleasant scenery around me the thoughts of my soul
arose to the god of the universe A pleasant feeling
was upon me and my mind turned toward my wife the
sweet whisperings of the spirit to me was the child
about to be born is a son chosen and faithful and
shall be a great man in israel 19

ibid p 19
19 ibid p 21 although lewis warren shurtliff

was born on july 23 he and biographers often gave the
date as july 24 warren was the name of a close friend
of luman shurtliff who was married to lewis cousin

18.1818



I1 promised the lord if he would show me the way
and give me knowledge of the true gospel I1 would
preach it as long as I1 lived in the sincerity of
my hearthearty I1 made this covenant time and time again

14

luman believed that he and his newborn son would

have an important work in establishing the kingdom of god

on the earth in preparation for the coming milleniummillennium

with the increase in concern over religion luman began

to have apprehensions about his life and the future of

his family he wrote his feelings in his diary

in the summer of 1836 1I saw I1 was fast approaching
a state of infidelity and had but little confidence in
anything and believed nothing I1 was sick of living
so but what could I1 do I1 knew not what to do I1
knew not where to go I1 had been in torment for four
long years and grew more miserable every year I1 saw
nothing but darkness before me and surrounded with
evil influences if I1 prayed it availed nothing if
I1 went to meeting I1 was in fear I1 should be called
upon to preach and would sit and shake like a man
who was very cold

with his wife luman talked with a mormon neighbor and

read and studied the book of mormon about which they

prayed and meditated and dreamed dreams 21 was baby

lewis to grow up a great man in israel as a campbellite

or as a latter day saint finally in august of 1836

luman decided to make a trip to kirtland the seat of

mormonism and see if I1 could find out the truth or falsity
of this doctrine 22

luman walked sixty miles to kirtland via his
former home in franklin after looking over the town

20 21 22ibid p 22 ibid p 21 ibid p 23

four

20

vs22

220 21 po
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and listening to a funeral sermon delivered in the temple

by jared carter he became confused and depressed the

investigator of mormonism wrote

while in this situation my tormentor whispered
in my mind and said my little boy lewis was dead
and if I1 did not go home immediately he would be
buried and I1 would not see him more I1 then called
to mind that the babe was not quite well the morning
I1 left as usual this strengthened or confirmed
the whisperings of that spirit and in spite of all
my effort to the contrary it much troubled my mind 23

in spite of his uneasiness about lewis wellbeingwell coupledbeing

with his previous premonitions of his own safety luman

remained in kirtland over the weekend whereupon he was

introduced to david whitmer one of the witnesses to the
book of mormon after a long discussion about the book

and the teachings of the restored church whitmer proposed

baptism to shurtliff shurtliff recorded whitmerswhittersWhit wordsmers
I1 will go to the water and baptize you or get

one of my quorum to do it on the way to the river
he called on sylvester smith and at sunset sunday
august twenty first 1836 1I was baptized a member of
the church david whitmer confirmed me 24

on monday while returning home and reflecting on

the events of the day previous luman prayed to receive
the holy ghost which he had been promised when he was

confirmed in his journal he described what followed

something came on my head resembling cold water and
passed gradually down through my whole system remov-
ing all pain and made me a sound man from the top of
my head to the soles of my feet

ibid p 23 ibid p 2423 24
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As soon as this was past I1 heard a sweet
melodious voice about me say joseph smith jr
is a prophet of the most high god raised up for
the restoration of israel in these last days and
the book of mormon which you held under your arm
is true and brought forth for the restoration of
the scattered remnants of jacob

As soon as this passed off I1 cast my eyes to
the south A little way from me I1 saw my wife
standing with my little boy sitting on her left
arm with the right arm on her left shoulder and
with her right hand pointing to me as if she was
saying see father there is father they were
both well and ailallali right this passed I1 was in
the road a sound man praising god 25

although luman shurtliff expressed concern for

his son throughout his life he was never again over-

wrought about himself or lewis luman had promised to

preach the true gospel as long as he lived if he could

know the truth about mormonism and with his conversion

he was also convinced of his sons future leadership in

the church of jesus christ the beginning of lewis
warren shurtliffshurtliffsshurtliffe journal records the events of his
birth and his fathers premonition of lewis future role
in israel

I1 was bornbom in lorain county state of ohio
united states of america on the twentythirdTwenty daythird
of july in the year of our lord eighteen hundred
and thirty five soon after this event my parents
luman andros and eunice baggs shurtliff embraced

the religion of the latter day saints leaving
fathers mothers sisters brothers home and friends
for the gospel of jesus christ

before I1 proceed farther I1 will state that I1 am
the only son of eunice B shurtliff no doubt in
consequence of the anxiety in the mind of my father

ibid p 2525



sic1sicsica and petted until my
slightest wish became that of my sisters and
family 26

one month after returning from kirtland luman

and eunice visited their parents in franklin and while

there noah packard baptized eunice and confirmed her a

member of the church of jesus christ of latter day

saints in december luman returned to kirtland and was

ordained an eiderelder he began to do missionary work and

made plans to move his family to the mormon headquarters

in kirtland ohio the rest of their lives would be

spent in devotion and work for their new found faith
the stories of their conversion and subsequent events

were told and retold by father and son in later life
the sermons and conversations of lewis W shurtliff were

filled with happenings in the history of the church in
ohio missouri illinois and iowa events were so oft
repeated that experiences of the elder and younger

shurtliff could hardly be distinguished

lewis warren shurtiiffshurtliff life and travels of
lewis warren shurtliff

bajesjajes

17

that some time before my appearance in this mortality
he had a vision the substance of the same is as
follows A son shall be born to you and shall
become great he is a chosen vessel and shall be a
mighty man in israel

in consequence of my being the only son I1 was
pampered coressedcoresselcoressed

copied by constance sophia miller
flygare lewis eldest great granddaughter while living
in shurtiiffsshurtliffsshurtliffe home and attending weber stake academy an
exact copy of shurtiiffsshurtliff original written on pages fourdour
and one half by seven and one half inches the journal is
in possession of constance sophia miller flygare who lives
in salt lake city holographholograbologra 73 pages hereafter cited
as L W Shurtlshurtlifshurtliffshurtliff f journalsjournal ppap 121 2

26lewis
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luman shurtliffsshurtliffe faith in mormonism was

rengthenedstrengthenedlengthened by the primitive aspects of frontier
religion in america he found in the church of the

latter day saints the primitive church of new testament

times and the fulfillment of his restorationist and seeker

ancestors he looked for an imminent milleniummillennium

shurtliff mentioned a reference in a sermon by joseph

smith to mean that the lord would return in forty years 27

his brand of preaching was similar to other lay preachers

in the campbellite and mormon churches during eight

missions luman shurtliff was successful in bringing many

people into the mormon fold

lewis shurtliff considered himself a raised in

the church mormon although he professed much influence
from his familysfamilylsfamilyfamram experiencesilys in ohio missouri and

illinois he was probably effected more by his parents

and family and from his early life in utah when lewis
was nineteen years old he received a patriarchal blessing

from isaac morley who told lewis

thy mind is free from the influences of antichrist
and the precepts of man thou hast not the influences
to overcome of many of thy eldereider brethernethernbretherdbr sic i

therefore thou art favored of heaven

L A shurtliff diary p 44

28 the blessing is recorded in book B p 258
323 LDS church archives by abegail morelymerely scribe

and is copied in L W shurtliff journal ppap 697069 70

st
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unlike his father lewis did not inherit the calvinist
doctrines believed by their progenitors lewis devotion

to his family came from kind and loving parents and his

interest in his ancestors came from the mormon belief in
genealogy and temple work for deceased relatives

seventeen months after lewis was born the

shurtliff family moved to kirtland in later years

lewis remembered a visit through the kirtland temple and

seeing the egyptian mummies and papyrus scrolls in joseph

smiths possession in 1838 the shurtliff family moved

again to far west missouri where lewis father
participated in the law of consecration and helped get

the liberty pole and raise it up on the far west temple

site with the stars and stripes waving at the top he

also heard sidney rigdonsRig orationdons which brought sorrow

and gloom over my mind the next day when lightning

struck the liberty pole knocking it to the ground

luman predicted farewell to our liberty in missouri

29
L A shurtliff diary p 33 cited by fawn

brodie no man knows my historyhis new york alfred A
knopf 19451945719452 7thath printing 1977 ppap 222224222 see224 also
james B alienallenailen and glen M leonard the story of the
latter day saints salt lake city deseret book company
1976 ppap 12324123 sidney24 rigdonsRig fireydons july 4 1838
sermon declaring mormon liberties brought to a head the
troubles of the mormonscormons and non mormonscormons that ended in
the expulsion of the latter day saints from missouri in
1838391838 39
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after trouble in the august elections luman was

persuaded to join the danite society next he was

called to davis county with a militia where the mormonscormons

surrendered to the missouri mobs on november 1 1838 and

the militia was taken prisoner luman wrote of the
experience

far west was searched for arms and ammunition
they said but when they found anything they wanted
they took it during this time we were insulted and
abused both old and young male and female we had
no peace or safety night or day this continued for
eight days in this time we had but little to eat
and that mostly boiled corn many who had been our
brethren turned against us and became our worst
enemies and tried to do us all the hurt in their
power we knew that the lord our god was very
merciful to his people notwithstanding this chastise-
ment we were suffering extremely by the mob picking
up every hog or pig fit to eat every swarm of bees
or chickens and their six or seven thousand horses
were fast destroying our grain and feed they never
stopped to ask for it but took all they wished and
wasted all they could 31

30l30301 AL shurtliff diary ppap 363736 cited37 by
leland H gentry the danite band of 1838 M BYU studies
14 summer 1974 ppap 421450421 see450 also J B alienallenailen and
G M leonard the story of the latter day saints
ppap 121124121 the124 first blows of the so called mormon
war started at gallatin davis county on august 6 1838
when a candidate for the state legislature and others
tried to keep the mormonscormons from voting and mob violence
occurred A secret society called danitescanites was formed
by apostate mormon sampson avard avard persuaded
mormon followers and the churchschurche enemies that he had the
backing of leaders of the church the actual involvement
of church leaders in the danitescanites remains unclear

311 A shurtiiffshurtliff diary ppap 363736 37
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nearly four year old lewis remembered being

driven with his family from missouri and wrote of it
over thirty years later in 1871

we was sic taken from our comfortable sic homes
and kept under servillanceservil siclance by a ruthlesauthles sic
mob for eight days when we was sic released with
orders to leave the state forthwith under pain of
death

this we may say was the beginning of the most
unrelenting persecution that could be heaped upon
a people innocent sic of any crime sic or
misdemeanor sic and as we persuedpursued sic our
journey the enemy sic traced their victims sic
by the blood from their victims sic feet

these fiendslends in human shape were led on by
ministers sic professors pretending to be
preachers of gods word sicisic and examples of
purity and virtue to their fellow man such fiendslends
in human shape I1 have been taught both by precept
and example to shun sic and despise as I1 would
the slimy sic coils of the deadly cobre sic or
the gates of perdition you will not wonder that I1
should feel this when I1 tell you that the first
vision of my eyes was an armed mob ready to do
deeds of violanceolanceviolandevi sic such as has not been enacted
by any civilized nation sic such a deed would
make the savage sic blush 32

finally in february 1839 the family left
missouri and crossed over the mississippi river to lima

and then to quincy illinois luman shurtliff then

took leave and went on another mission this time to
jackson county missouri in the spring of 1840 the

exiled family moved to nauvoo illinois where they

settled on the southwest corner of the fourteenth block

four blocks north of where the temple was built 3

321221 W shurtliff journal ppap 343
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I1 think you would like to know my situation
I1 am four months on my journey for three months
I1 have been so sick that I1 could not eat a full meal
of victuals that is now stopped and I1 have the
heart burn very bad and I1 have no husband to talk
with or comfort me these long nights luman I1 do
want you to come home as soon as the water courses
are open in the spring you know I1 cannot get any-
thing out of the store and what am I1 to do you
know when jane was born you were gone from home and
I1 had to get along the best I1 could luman I1 do
not think it is your duty to stay and leave me in
such circumstances come without fail write when
you get this it is now twelve oclock may god
bless you

eunice B shurtliff 34

luman returned from his mission one month after
the birth of another duaghter she was given the name

elizabeth hatch after lumans sister whom he had

baptized during his latest preaching tour he had also
baptized his parents and when he took his seventy six
year old mother into the water to be immersed she

suffered a third stroke and died two days later

22

luman worked on the temple taught school and went on

missions eunice wrote the following letter to her

missionary husband on christmas eve 1842

brother roberts has paid 1.41141 he paid eiceminaselceminasEicemElce
school

inasminas
bill lewis went two weeks he reads at home

I1 cannot spare him to go to school as I1 have to
travel so much to get my debts and dare not leave
the two youngest alone I1 have to keep lewis home
to stay there with them when I1 am away

with

luman on his return to nauvoo were eunicesniceseuniceeEu parents and

youngest brother and sister who had also been converted

by lumans proselyting efforts eunicesniceseuniceeEu father john

ibid p 58 ibid p 50
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gaylord bought a brick home and two lots across the

street from the shurtliffsshurtliffe own brick home

these were happy times for young lewis and he

remembered in later years here in this beautiful city
of gods chosen people I1 learned to serve the true and

living god 3 lewis listened many times to the prophet

joseph smith and his brother hyrum whose young sons

joseph and joseph F were his playmates lewis watched

with youthful admiration the progress of the temple

being present when the foundation stone sic was laid
and finally seeing the cap stone come on with rejoic-
ing 7 from the preaching of church leaders lewis

learned the teachings and doctrines of mormonism and

began to develop his own style of public speaking

although it would be many years before he would be

called upon to speak

during the summer of 1844 lewis was baptized

in the pure and limpid waters of the mississippi

his father stood as the minister of god ready to immerse

the penitent sinner sic beneath the liquid wave 8

meaningful as lewis baptism was another event occurred

in 1844 which also played an important part of his
religious life he wrote

upon the twenty seventh day of june eighteen
hundred and forty four the prophet joseph smith

3
L W shurtliff journal p 5
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was morturedtortured sicisic in carthage jail by a mob with
their faces painted black led on by hireling sic
priests

this was a sad strake
and many bitter tears were shed in

every home in nauvoo for him who had stood firm
against all oppresorsoppressorsoppre bothsors religious and political
sic he was more than man while living and

thousands came to pay their respects to the
illustrious dead sic

the day was clear but an unaccountable sadness
prevadedpr sicevaded every heart and all nature seemed
to join in the mournfullmournfullymourn sicfullfuli scene the mourning
was deep and longiong

A

9

greater tragedy came to young lewis in the late
summer of 1845 when his mother died in childbirth since

her marriage in 1830 eunice had made six major moves

through ohio missouri and illinois and had been support-

ive to her husband who had been almost constantly in the

ministry since their conversion to mormonism in 1836

eunice had been healthy most of her life but persecutions
long hours of service and hard work required by her

family coupled with the birth of eight children in
fourteen years were debilitating she had come close

to death in the fall of 1844 after the death of her

father she believed her life was spared through

administration of the healing ordinance at that time

eunice bagg gaylord shurtliff died of chills and fever

and complications of childbirth and was buried with her

39 ibid
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daughter in one grave and in one coffin on october 7

1845 4 her only son recorded

in nauvoo loved and lost my dear mother here
she was laid in the silent sic tomb and with her
my youngest sister in that grave I1 seemed to bury
all my hope and happiness all that made home
desirable was now gone41

lewis did not forget the love and kindly teachings

of his mother the shurtliff familysfam tenilys years in the

church of jesus christ of latter day saints had moulded

into his character a great love for home and family and

a prototype of orthodox mormonism added to the loss
of his mother lewis childhood ended with the demands

of the move from nauvoo in the spring of 1846 like
his fourth great grandfather william shurtleff who

began his apprenticeship in america at age ten lewis

shurtliff at the same age began the responsibilities of

his lifes work

40
L A shurtliff diary p 65

L W shurtliff journal p 5
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chapter 3

WESTWARD THE MARCH OF EMPIRE

A love of nature a romantic disposition and the

ability to work with animals qualified lewis warren

shurtliff for the work of colonizer pioneer and

freighter in the weeks and months which stretched

into the years that the shurtliff family spent moving

toward salt lake city lewis grew into a responsible

teamster other chores taught him skills that would

enable the family to survive the rigors of pioneer life
the shurtliffsshurtliffe arrived in garden grove iowa in

june 1846 where luman was called to the presidency of the

branch with samuel bent luman made several trips back

to the states during the next five years to beg and

collect money and supplies for the mormonscormonsMor westernmons

migration young lewis wrote of the exodus from nauvoo

as westward the march of empire he described iowa

as one of the finest states in the union but at this
time almost entire wilderness 1 from garden grove the

shurtliffsshurtliffe traveled to evans camp where they stopped to

hunt bees next the family moved to winter quarters where

L W shurtliff journal p 8 iowa became thethey
twenty ninth state in the union in december 1846
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I1 went chopping and preparing my timber I1 hired
a yoke of stags from my neighbor they were strong
but so very slow that it required more patience than
I1 had to drive them so I1 let my son lewis do most of
the driving he not being quite so interested as
myself could drive the old stags well

when we got the irstfirstarst pit burned and the coal
delivered we got the money this was the most
encouraging time we had in years

we worked hard day and night and to encourage
lewis I1 let him put up small pits and burn them and
measure the coal and put it with mine also pick up
the scattered coal around the pit and when I1 sold
the coal gave him the money liishis coal fetched with
this money he bought many things which pleased and
encouraged him A brighter day began to dawn upon
me we continued in the coal business that season
as much as we could and tend our crops we raised
our crop for bread our potatoes and turnipsturnip also
garden vegetables I1 spent most of this winter in
taking carcarecace of my family and preaching from branch
to branch

ilisills

27

luman was called to take charge of five branches of

scattered mormon families
seeking work to provide for his family luman

andros shurtliff decided to make coal or charcoal for

blacksmiths in kanesvilleganesvilleKanes orville council bluffs he described

the venture
my family was much in need of clothing and I1 saw

no way of obtaining it after looking over the
matter for some time a thought came into my mind I1
could take some elm and black walnut timber growing
on my claim and make it into coal which I1 thought I1
could sell I1 found I1 could sell this coal to black-
smiths in kanesviliekanesvilleganesvilleKanes councilvilieville bluffs for seven and
one half cents per bushel in money when delivered

lewis also remembered work in winter quarters and wrote

I1 learned to chop cord wood for the small
pittance of twenty five cents per bushel hauling

2
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our own wood with a pair of cows on a cart during
the winter I1 learned to make baskets of sic one
job smith which trade afterwards proved a great

blessing to my fathers sid family 3

lumaslumans familyfamil

on november 25 1845 in the month following his

first wifeswidescifes death luman married her younger sister
altamira gaylord the marriage was not a happy one for

husband or stepsonstep son

brigham young advised luman to enter into plural
marriage and on january 26 1848 young married luman to

cynthia noble shurtleff bent for time and to her daughter

melissa adeline shurtleff for time and eternity cynthia
was the wife of lumans cousin elisha shurtleff who was

another of lumansLu numerousmoansroans proselytesproselyterprose afterlytes elishaseliphasElis
death

has
cynthia had married samuel bent who served with

luman in the leadership of the garden grove branch until
his death before his demise bent requested that luman

marry cynthia and her oldest daughter

in utah luman took as a fifth wife mary eliza
adams thirty three children were born to four wives

of the twenty one daughters and twelve sons twenty three
grew up married and raised families lumans marriages

L W shurtliff journal p 9

the mormon belief in celestial or eternal and
plural marriage and the influence of luman shurtiiffsshurtliffsshurtliffe
marriages and family is treated in greater detail in the
next chapter
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were not ailallali happy ones and like other mormon polygamous

families the shurtliff s were plagued by poverty hunger

and sickness luman often reminisced on the goodness of

his first wife and of the trials of living with her sister
his marriage to melissa was agreeable but her mother

cynthia added to the burden of a polygamous family

although luman provided for her without complaining

lumanslumanis unpleasant marriage to altamira must have

been hard for lewis and his sisters when the shurtliffsshurtliff3Shurtliffshurtliffe
left nauvoo altamiraAi insistedtamira on separate living quarters
away from lumanis children 5 lewis shurtliff did not

write about his fathers plural wives nor did he mention

much about their children he remained close to his own

sisters and to his father throughout the older mans life

migration to utah

on may 20 1851 the families started west

haskeilhaskell melissa1smelissalsMelismeilsmells brothersagssals drove a wagon with two good

yoke of oxen and one yoke of cows luman and lewis now

nearly sixteen drove the other wagon with three yoke of

oxen and two yoke of cows lewis wrote of the journey
now we started accrost sicasicj the great western
prairies of america extending as far as the eye
could reach covered with wild byson sic or
buffalo thousands could be seen at a glance the
country being wild it seemed to inspire me with a
spirit of freedom that the pioneer of america
alone can feel

L A shurtliff diary ppap 666766 67
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I1 now began to think I1 was a traveler after a
journey of nearly four monthesmenthes sic we arrived in
salt lake city having passed over some of the finest
mountains in the world and as I1 stood upon the big
mountain so called a spur of the wasachbasach sic range
and looked down into the valley below my bosom was
filled with emotion can sic it be possible that
this butifuilbutifullbutibutl sicjasicfsicfulldullduil valley is a resting place for the
saints of god 6

the company of pioneers arrived in salt lake city
in september 1851 led by captain easton kelsey with luman

shurtliff and isaac allred as captains of fifty 7 john 13

fullmer a former missionary companion invited luman to

harvest a crop that was being destroyed by cattle the

shurtliffsshurtliffe settled the land which was north of ogden in

harrisville and began the harvest they started to

gather grain and dig potatoes a difficult venture with

only a one half bushel container in which to haul produce

luman recorded how his son made necessity the mother of

invention
one day lewis said he thought he could make a

willow basket better than that half bushel I1 then
remembered that when we lived in winter quarters
that in the next room to us a boy manufactured
willow baskets of ailallali kinds my boy lewis spent
much of his time in that shop at play as I1 supposed
this was in the winter of 1847 and 48 or nearly four
years ago I1 was somewhat surprised and said can
you remember how job made willow baskets lewis
said he thought he could study it out I1 told him

L W shurtliff journal p 11

L A shurtliff diary p 79 the doctrine and
covenants section 136 explains the organizational pattern
of the mormon pioneers on their western migration
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he might try as there were willows a few rods from
where we were then at work he obtained the willows
and a basket was the next day in the potato fieldleid
this held a bushel instead of a half bushel and had
handles on each side which made it much easier to
handle

when the basket was full a brother coming into
the field saw it and wanted to buy the basket and said
he would give a basket of wheat for the basket we
let him have it and lewis soon made another one with
like success and made others and sold them for such
things as we needed8needed

for

8

several years the family manufactured baskets during

their spare time and under lewis direction
in november 1851 luman moved his family from the

farm in harrisville to binghamsbingham1sginghamsBing forthams later upon advice

of president heber C kimball they moved to ogden and

settled seven months later president brigham young

visited binghamsginghamsBing forthams and ogden city and advised the

saints to move into the city but to leave the block where

the shurtliffsshurtliffe lived for public buildings leaving homes

and orchards they moved again buying another lot on the

next block south of my lot facing the public square

where they built homes of adobe y9 lewis spent the rest
of his life living in ogden except for his missions to

ford lemhileahi and england and a dozen years in plain city
after his return from europe As a pioneer he was

engaged in many kinds of work in connection with the

growth of ogden city and weber county including building

several houses and caring for farms and orchards on

8 ibid p 84
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several sites before settling on 24th street where he

lived the last thirty nine years of his life

the salmon river mission

in the summer of 1855 nathaniel leavitt hired
lewis to take supplies to the salmon river in northern

idaho or oregon territory for 25.002500 a month in pay

lewis was excited about his new job but wished to be a

missionary rather than a hired hand this desire was

realized the next year when lewis filled the vacancy of

everett lish who was released lewis was well suited
for a mission boto fort leahilemhi on the salmon river as he

was experienced in driving oxen horses and mules but

did not have any bad habits often associated with handling

animals being well mannered soft spoken and a perfect
gentleman in any company for three years this lanky

make shod with spurs and gloved with gauntletsgauntlettgaunt bowlets
whip in hand hauled supplies and delivered mail between

lemhileahi and ogden he herded and searched for cattle
planted and harvested crops built cabins and a fort and

dug the first irrigation ditch in what was to become the

lol101iol W shurtliff journal p 13
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state of idaho1idaho11Idaho he111 even became a cooklcooil he also came

to be a trusted guide message bearer and scout for

thomas S smithsmithy colonel or leader of the lemhllemhileahi exped-

ition

not forgetting his duties as a missionary lewis

studied the shoshone language and other indian dialects
and became a popular speaker he worked well with the

indians because of his knowledge of their languages and

respect for their customs and traditions
among his acquaintances in the mission was

pleasant green taylor who was married to lewis sisters
mary eliza and jane narcissa it was uncle green taylor
who had recommended lewis for the mission another member

of the mission was haskell vincent shurtleff lewis step

brother as well as his brother in law having married

lewis sister eiceminaelceminajelceminaEicemElc shurtliffinalnaemina and shurtleff were often

confused by historians such as when haskell was wounded in

the indian uprising at fort lemhileahi the wounded man was

reported to have been lewis

aivaalva L scovilleScovilie one third of a century of
service weber stake of zion ogden utah A L scovilleSco
press vilie

1916 p 7 A twelve folio page art book with an
engraved portrait and biographical sketch about lewis warren
shurtliff written by shurtiiffsshurtliffsshurtliffe counselor in the stake
presidency scovilleSco hadvilie access to shurtiiffsshurtliffsshurtliffe papers and
history or had extensive interviews with shurtiiffshurtliff in
writing the stake presidents biography
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an old friendshipriend fromship boyhood days in nauvoo

illinois was renewed in the person of charles F middletonmiddle

who

ton

was also a member of the pioneer group david moore

historian and clerk to the mission with his wife susan

and their adopted daughter louisa were friends of the

shurtliffsshurtliffe in ogden and nauvoo

on july 27 1856 after a winter in the indian

mission lewis shurtliff and nathaniel leavitt rode back

to utah with the mail in august they returned to fort
lemhileahi with four yoke of oxen and a wagon loaded with salt
the team was young and we had to pack the salt up nearly

all the hills on the rout leilej tl the trip back to the

mission took nearly a month lewis father was apprehen-

sive about his sons trip and recorded in his journal

lewis in company with john r nathaniel leavitt
started for the north mission with one horse
three yoke of oxen and a wagon loaded with thirty
seven bushels of salt I1 thought this was hard for
two young boys with such an outfit to go four hundred
miles through an indian country had I1 not known that
god had heard my prayer many times and felt that he
would this time I1 never should consent to let him go
back14

lewis next trip to utah in january 1857 was in
company with thomas 3 smith pleasant green taylorraylor and

lachoneamlachonearoLacho bernardneamnearoneamo the difficult trip was through mountain

passes covered with three feet of snow and the snake river

ibid p 25
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valley filled with fog and rain while crossing the
portneufPort riverneuf near the present site of pocatello idaho

lewis wrote I1 was much displeased with one of our party

and expressed myself accordingly the president rebuked

me and I1 took the same very ill indeed through this
and other incidences the young missionary learned to
respect authority and in turn win the approval of his

leaders

the trip back to the salmon river mission was made

in company with president brigham young and a party of

115 men 22 women and five boys while crossing the

snake river lewis said

the brethernethernbretherdBr sid got in a hurry and came near losing
a woman in the river the president told them to tie
up the boats until their heads got settled this was
soon done and before dark all the company was on the
other sidei7side17

again lewis learned to trust his leaders heed their
council and at the same time developed traits for his
future roles in leadership positions

in late november 1857 thomas S smith selected

lewis to accompany him on another trip to utah the two

men passed through extremely cold weather and then through

L W shurtliff journal p 29
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I1 here as I1 was looking about
I1 saw signtsl of indians but did not think there was
any danger after we had traveled a few miles up the
stream we made what travelerstrav sicelors call a dark camp
that is to say we did not kindle or make a fire but
took a few bites of cold frozen provisions or
eatables sic

36

fog and deep snow in the snake river valley the storm

turned into sleet and then a full scale blizzard lewis

felteltfeiteit like they should return to the fortdort but would not

be the one to propose retreat finally president smith

suggested lots be drawn on whether to continue the trip
lewis made the lots and wrote

after the lots were in my hand the spirit said
to change them on the other side and that he would
draw such an one the lots were drawn and we were
to return our hearts now seemed to lighten and
after a hard and weary ride of three days we came
to spring crick siclsicalsic

and after turning our horses some
distance from our camp in order to get feed for
them we retired to rest but not to sleep the night
was denslydenely sic foggy and cold and some time passed
in low conversation and our weary bodies were fast
giving way to morpheus when all at once I1 heard a
footstep and in less time than it takes to note it
our pieces were brought to bear upon two or three
redskinsred andskins at the click of our firearms those
murderous savages took to the brush and were out of
sight in an instant here we lay all night not
knowing whether they would return and murder us or
try to get our horses then they would have us co-
mpletely in their power no doubt the latter was
their intention for as the day dawned upon us I1 started
to find our horses and then saw the footprints of the
indians trying to follow the horses but could not find
them I1 followed our horses trail for seven miles and
was pleased to once more feel the back of my favorite
animal and right well pleased was bro smith to see me
return with all our animals safe and after a hearty
breakfast we sat sic out upon our journey passing
up the valley stopping before night and tying up two
of our best horses beside our bed

L W shurtliff journal ppap 495149 51
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the two scouts returned to fort lemhileahi on

december 9 1857 where their attentions turned to more

domestic work at the fort during the month five or six

thousand bushels of grain were threshed and cleaned

with the coming of the troops in johnstons army

and the utah war in the summer of 1857 the indians were

stirred up against the mormonscormonsMor manymons times at fort lemhileahi
lewis and others made attempts to reclaim stolen cattle
but as hostilities increased the settlers lost about five
hundred head of stock lew shurtliff wrote about

retrieving some stolen cattle from the shoshone tribe
he said

I1 went in company with a few others and after a
ride of one hundred miles over the roughest mountains
I1 had ever seen we came up with the raskilsraskins sic
and took a horse for the ox leaving the meet sic on
the ground I1 would say that the indians ran away
when we came in sight of them leaving an old squaw
with the meet sic from this time our troubles
commenced the indians began to come in and tell
of soldiers sic coming from the states 2

on another occasion while tending cattle and

horses he had opportunity to help an old friend he

recorded in his journal

the indians were so hostile that colonel thomas S
smith sent me to the herd to get our horses sic there
I1 found my old friend ezra bernard with his squaw and
there had come an indian and squaw to take ezras
wife sic away I1 plainly told them they could not

19 20
ibid p 51 ibid
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do it but they persisted and succeeded in getting
her out of the camp when I1 told ezra that if he
would keep the indians of sic I1 would take her
back which I1 did by carrying her in my arms 21

when an indian stole president thomas smiths
best horse lewis took several days and rode over 250

miles into rough mountainous country between idaho and

montana and was successful in returning the horse at
great personal risk lewis recorded

an indian stole bro smiths sicbestsic horsebest

bro george memc bride and myself went after it sic
rode ailallali night and returned next day ten of us
started after him rode all day through deep
kanyanskancans sic and dark defiles thence over the great
divide between the atlantic sicandcandsi pacific sic
waters the snow was deep and it was with great
difficulty we could follow the trail still on we
pressed until we came to a small crick sic and it
was night and here we ate our meager meal and retired
to our bed of snow next morning which was the second
day of february started early traveling in a north
easternlyEaster sicniy direction crossing over two small
rivers and passing over two small devidesdecides sic then
came out upon a large valley or plain and camped on
a small crick sic our provisions began to be
short and one of our number ezra bernard got his
leg hurt by the fall of his horsesichor thissesic gave us
some trouble for he could not ride without great
pain the morning came and we were on short rations
saddled our horses and wrodebrode sic a few miles and
then lost the trail entirely the weather was so
very severe that some had already frozen their ears
sicrsicarsic and fingers and we held a council to know what

to do and the spirit directed that we should go north
which we did and was sic soon in sight of a small
river and on looking up the stream saw a smoke pro-
ceeding from indian lodges which we hastened to come
to and there inquired for the horse and indian sic
one said he knew nothing about him sic another
young boy said to another where is the man that came
last night with the eshorabahEsho horserabah the lad was
made to mount one of our horses and lead the way to
the band sic there we caught the animal and returned
then searched the camp sic found the indian sic he
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made of sic for the soldiers camp saying he would
bring them on us which after we found was the case

three weeks later on february 23 1858 while lewis

and pleasant green taylor were away from the fort gather-

ing posts or puncheonsluncheonspunche forons a palisade to barricade the

pioneer settlement the indians made their first attack
lewis gave one of the best descriptions of what happened

by writing the following account in his journal
P G taylor and myself went after punceanspun sicceans but
in the meantime the indians sic had been gathering
for some days past until there was about two hundred
warriors and they made an attactattach sic on our herd
and killed two men and wounded five more drove of
sic all the the stock and left us in a deplorable

condition the names of those that were killed were
george mcbride and james miller the names of those
wounded were thomas S smith H V shurtleff andrew
quigley wamesjames welch and oliver robinson so you see
that we were in a bad condition fifteen of us
volunteered to hunt up the dead and wounded sic
found george mcbride dead and scalpedscalded about three
fourths of a mile from our fort and after searching
some time found andrew quigley badly wounded brought
them home all stood guard that night none went to
sleep that night morning came at last and all fell to
work making bastians until twelve of us were called
to go down the river and get the body of james miller
which was accomplished at a great risk of our lives

the two brothern sic were both hurried sic in
one grave we made bastions and tried to cache wheat
but we grew weary of watching nights and working days
and our hearts almost sank within us when our cond-
ition was considered 23

lewis married less than two months to louisa catherine
smith adopted daughter of david and susan moore on

january 4 1858 must have been discouraged 4 for
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nearly three years he had worked very hard toward the

success of the salmon river mission his work with the

indians had been encouraging as he had treated them like
brothers he had even offered to marry an indian girl
in order to convert and civilize her 2 in all his
narrow escapes with the natives during scouting parties
to retrieve stolen animals or to deliver mail and sup-

plies or in the attack of fort lemhileahi lewis shurtliff
claimed he never felt undo concern about being injured

or killed he also expressed in later years a great

relief of never having to kill an indian 26 at least
part of the safety of the mission during the indians

attack was attributed to an unusual warning claimed by

lewis brother in law pleasant green taylor taylor
wrote

1858 about january 15th I1 had a dream by
inspiration which runs as follows A dark cloud
small but very black and with lightning rapidity
rose in the north and came directly to the fort
after which it turned and took an easterly direction
settling in quietude the morning came and brothers
william and levi came up from the new fort to see
me and being uneasy concerning my dream I1 took
the privilege of relating it to them and insisted
upon them going at once and bringing their families
and cattle etc to my place for I1 knew there was
going to be trouble with the indians they compliedcom
with

oiledolied
my wishes president smith heard of my dream

and came to see me but gave as his opinion that all

25sqq chapter 4

constance sophia miller flygare interviews held
in salt lake city utah 1976
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would be well he did not however bring any
objection to the people coming up before night
every family about 30 souls came up to the old fort
in the early morning a number of the brethren with ox
teams started down to the new fort for hay after
the wagons were loaded and had started back the
cloud from the north burst forth with its rapidity
of lightning it was about 500 indians painted
and very hostile yelling and shooting that came
down upon the loads of hay the oxen were still
hitched to the burning mass and ran wildly through
the timbers trying to relieve themselves from what
seemed a sure death the furious indians then
turned towards the east where all our cattle number-
ing 400 and about 100 head of horses were grazing
attended by two or three of our brethren the
indians killed one brother and thus took possession
of all our stock thus was my dream fulfilled27fulfilled

the

27

abandonment of the colony at fort lemhileahi was

made at great cost and personal loss hundreds of

cattle and horses were lost and thousands of bushels of

grain and other supplies were given to friendly indians
when the settlers returned to utah lewis shurtliff
expressing his own feelings at leaving the mission wrote

simply

saturday march twenty seventh 1858 hitched
up our teams and left the old fort lemhileahi without any
regret where I1 had spent some of the most happy
days also some of the most sorrowful 2

27
kate B carter the salmon river mission salt

lake city utah printingPrint companyinainqlna 1963 p 36 this
sixty page booklet gives history of the salmon river
mission collected from many pioneer diaries and journals
although lewis warren shurtliff is mentioned many times
his journal was not quoted

28
L W shurtliff journal p 61
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weber county

when the colonists arrived in ogden from the

salmon river mission they found the settlements in

northern utah abandoned the latter day saints had

moved south because of the approaching army at salt
lake city lewis agreed to drive a team of four yoke of
oxen with a prairie schooner he made three trips from

salt lake city to provo and another from salt lake city
to ogden and received three dollars for the twenty one

days work of which lewis wrote this I1 did not feel

satisfied with 29 in the spring and summer of

1858 the people moved back into their homes the newly-

weds spent the summer working with lewis brother in law

green taylor and louisaslouisalslouidasLouLouiloul parentsisassalssags later in the summer

they bought a house and lot of sic B F cummings on

the bench in ogden the house was built of

boards in the side of the hill the walls filled up with

adobesacobes

the following year was spent in various pioneering

endeavors the early spring was spent fencing a five acre

lot on the river just below ogden crops were planted and

a good harvest was experienced during the winter lewis

took a job building a dam in ogden canyon for C W

west that winter he also got out logs and sold them to

ibid p 63 301bld p 64
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33IJJ the company

led by thomas E ricks returned to utah in october

in april 1867 after louisa died lewis drove a

twenty mule team to julesburglesburgjulesbergJu braskanebraskatieZielie on his way to a

mission in great britain he returned from europe three
years later in company with a group of converted mormonscormonsMor

31

mons

32ibid ppap 6566656065 6660 ibid

43

lorin farr while logging lewis was nearly killed by a

snowslide shortly after I1 also nearly lost my wife

and child by the house burning up or getting on fire 31

this house was near the mouth of ogden canyon after
the fire the young couple moved back to ogden and traded

their house and lot on the bench

for one on the flatlatfiat opposite the old tanrybanry paid three
hundred dollars in boot extra this all my folks
did not like but I1 did bought trees sat out an
orchard and began to make a house had a good garden
and my farm although small supplied us with bread and
our sheep with clothes although rough 32

in the spring of 1863 lewis shurtliff was called
by leaders of the mormon church to take teams to the

states for supplies and emigrants they traveled to

florence nebraska where because of the civil war they

waited seven weeks before missionaries and saints could

gather to proceed in the journey west in the meantime

I1 sold a yoke of oxen I1 had taken with me and bought some

queens ware and other necessaries

p 66

ibid p 67 the queens ware china dishes from
england are prized possessions of lewis shurtliffsshurtliffe
descendants
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immediately upon his return shurtliff was called to direct
the settlement of plain city west of ogden but freighting
became his main occupation for fifteen years

milton R hunter described shurtliffsshurtliffe freight

trains in his history of weber valley hunter wrote

we shall describe one of shurtliffsshurtliffe freighting
parties as an example of a typical freighting train
of pioneer days approximately 50 wagons composed
the train shurtliff was captain and he had an
assistant wagon master besides the drivers of
each wagon the party had extra employees as night
herdersgerders and drivers of beef cattle while traveling
across the wide open spaces of the great plains the
freighters averaged frcmfram 15 to 18 miles per day the
sun from a clear sky beat its blistering rays on the
drivers and the animals and during the hottest part
of the day the temperature was usually above 100
degrees fahrenheit especially when their vehicles
were not in motion when camp was made at night
the wagons were drawn up in a circle to form a corral
for the livestock in the center to be used in times
of danger from indian raids while the cooks prepared
the evening meal the teamsters unyoked their oxen
and drove them to water and pasture night herdsmen
were placed in charge of the animals to protect them
from the indians and wolves all the freighters
except those assigned to guard the livestock were
in bed at nine oclock and the campfirescamp werefires
extinguished at seven am they were again headed
westward

the first evidence of the approach of the freight-
ing train that the residents of north platte nebraska
had was the cloud of dust whitewhine as steam growing
larger as the wagons approached the wagons and the
drivers in fact the whole train were enveloped in
the stifling white alkali dust finally the outlines
of the hugh prairie schoonersschoonens could be discerned
later the tinkling of bells on some of the mules
could be heard mingled with the words of encourage-
ment or command from the drivers at last the
prairie schoonersschoonensschoo arrivedners when the drivers or
bull whackersackerswhickerswh as they were called put on the

brakes they made the tires of the huge wheels
screech and shriek as the brakes bound against them

from his vantage position on the left wheel
mule each driver was able to manipulate the brakes

h
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by a strap which was attached to the brake bar on
one end and on the other to a ring in the back of
his saddle by pulling the strap the brake bar
was thrown into a ratchet on the side of the wagon
this held the brakes on until the driver wished to
release them

since it was noon when shurtliffsshurtiiffsshurtliffe train arrived
at north piatteplatte the freighters were soon busy in
preparing dinner and feeding their mules when these
mundane activities were completed each of the drivers
swung himself into his saddle took hold of the brake
strapstrapsstrapp signaled with the jerk line to the leaders
and gave the command for the teams to get ready to
go immediately the animals tightened their tugs
and the long chain that reached from the lead team
to the wagon the driver shouted another command to
the teams and at the same time gave the brake strap
a vigorous pull which released the brake bar from the
ratchet the brake was off the animals ailallali pulled
in unison and the great caravan was under way
again the cloud of dust arose and through it for a
short time the people at the fort could see the
canvas covering of the massive prairie schoonersschoonensschoo
before

ners
long all that could be discerned was the

heavy cloud of dust
days passed and the freight train made its way

slowly across wyoming and over the passes of the
rugged rocky mountains at last it arrived at
ogden with the much needed supplies for the weber
county merchants 34

after the completion of the transcontinentaltrans
railroad

continental
lewislewisk freighting activities gradually

diminished and he spent more time with other economic

activities in weber county particularly irrigation
the life blood of plain city was the seven mile long

plain city canal coming from the weber river the build-
ing of the canal is described by milton R hunter as

follows

34milton R hunter beneath ben lomondsmondslamondsLo peak A
history of weber county 182419001824 salt1900 lake city
deseret news press 1944 ppap 394395394 395
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on may 29 1859 work was commenced on the canal
with spades and shovels they started work at mill
creek digging out places and hauling dirt in
wheelbarrows to build up the low places when
they built the big levee the dirt was hauled in
wagons as well as in wheelbarrows A go devil
scraper made of hewn logs fastened in a V shape
and pulled by three or four yoke of oxen moved the
dirt when the ground was level to assist them in
surveying the canal a two by four plank was groved
out in the center to hold water and placed on a
tripod the task of one man was to follow along
with a canteen to keep the groove filled35filled

shurtliff

35

became an expert in irrigation and in 1873 he

directed the purchase of a right of way in weber river
the settlers built a new dam and put in 2000 worth of

new headgateshead 6gates much of the success of the settlements

at plain city and warren was due to efforts in canal

building and irrigation later shurtliff gave support

to the irrigation company in american falls idaho in an

area he had traversed in his youth 7 historian orson F

whitney wrote of shurtliffsshurtliffe subsequent activities in

irrigation in the united states he wrote

mr shurtliff was a delegate to the first two
national irrigation congresses and at the third
held in denver in 1894 he was appointed chairman
of the utah irrigation commission he was a dele-
gate to the first national trans mississippi commercial
congress held in ogden in 1893 and at san francisco
in 1894 was made a member of the national committee
in 1896 he was appointed vice president of the utah
division of the trans mississippi and international
exposition and was confirmed by the board of directors
at omaha on the 7thath of august the same year 38
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lewis shurtliff became very active in civic
responsibilities as well as in the economic affairs of

weber county he was weber county commissioner from

188318861883 and1886 188918941889 during1894 his incumbency he had

charge of roads bridges and public buildings in the

county 39 in 1886 shurtliff was elected to a four year

term as probate judge tudge shurtliff handled suits
for divorce cases of estates settlement and adjudicated

land titiestitles in weber county he had original and appellate

jurisdiction and tried civil suits and offenders charged

with crimes from misdemeanors to murder the position

carried with it no salary 4

in 1886 shurtliff was chosen as a member of the

constitutional convention and was elected to the council

of the legislature he returned to the council again in
1888 and in 1897 was a member of the senate of the state
legislature for two more years during the session he

was a fusionist democrat but later mrilerller shurtliff joined

the republican party 41

in 1909 lewis shurtliff was appointed postmaster

of ogden and served for five years his appointment was

too much for the anti mormon newspaper the salt lake

39orson F whitney history of utah 4 voisvols
salt lake city george Q cannon and sons company

1904 vol IV p 551
40hunter beneath ben lomond peak ppap 436438436
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tribune the newspaper report conceded that he was a

qualified public servant who had made contributions in

all his former and present offices but declared that
others seeking the office should have been notified of

shurtliffsshurtliffe interest in the post so they would not waste

time and money to promote their own appointment 42

other business interests of shurtliff included

being president of the first street railway company in
ogden vice president of the utah loan and trust company

and assistant general manager of the pioneer electric
company 43 after his return to ogden lewis shurtliff
kept a coal yard for many years As he grew older he

channeled all energies toward his church duties and civic
responsibilities requiring his sons to look after their
fathers coal yard and provide him with extra funds when

required shurtliff was never considered wealthy like
some of his ogden contemporaries yet he never forgot

the poverty of his fathers family during their early
years in utah and was always careful to provide for his
family in the last years of his life he traveled a great
deal and spent several weeks each winter in california
his travels sometimes required the financial help of his
children after the death of his second wife in 1915

journal history december 19 1908 p 5

43 whitney history of utah vol IV p 551
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lewis eldest son luman and his wife mable moved into
the family home and looked after the older shurtliff 44

after retiring from civic responsibilities lewis

shurtliff continued as president of the weber stake and

still worked in his yard orchard and garden fruit
trees a vegetable garden and a large yard of flowers

trees and shrubs were carefully cared for shurtliffsshurtliffe
father in law david moore owned a nursery in ogden

many products from the nursery including elberta peaches

discovered by his father in law and named after one of

moores daughters found their way into the shurtliff
garden during his long life lewis planted many fruit
trees and orchards and many varieties of ornamental and

shade trees he learned to graft prune and care for

them lewis had a conservatory in his ogden home where

he did propagating and plantingantingol for his yard and garden

he loved flowers and his well kept yard was admired by

friends and neighbors at his eighty fourth birthday
party july 24 1919 president shurtliff chopped down

two giant poplar trees in front of his house the news-

men who came to report the story arrived late and did not

44
luman andros shurtliff interview held with the

son of lewis warren shurtliffshurtli in ogden utah interview
july 1969 lewis second marriage is discussed in the
next chapter
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believe it so shurtliff repeated the feat felling four

more of the massive trees 4 the performance was more

demonstrative of skill with an ax than of the octogenaroctogenary

ianslans strength

the growth and development of the mormon empire

was a great source of satisfaction to lewis shurtliff
economic development of weber county brought personal

pride to the aged stake president he was also happy

with the settlement of the snake river country while

traversing the snake river valley during his fort lemhileahi
days lewis had written

this valley has some fine grazing lands but the great
majority of the land is barren and worthless the
valley is poorly watered having but few streams
coming into it snake river is a large deep and
rapid stream running through a barren waste 4

As shurtliffsshurtliffe descendants and other relatives started
to move into southeastern idaho he was happy to be

proved wrong in his earlier assessment of the country

he was glad for the continuing pioneer spirit in the

shurtliff family

45 journal history may 2 1922 ppap 232 also3
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L W shurtliff journal ppap 151615 16

45

46

46



ppap 121312 ebenezer13 clawson richardson
was the head of a large plural family and years later two
of his sons were to marry daughters of lewis shurtliffshurtliffishurtliffe

33.
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chapter 4

THE FAIR DAUGHTERS OF EVE

the romance and marriage of lewis warren shurtliff
and louisa catherine smith moore was a dominate theme in

shurtliff s journal

it was on the nineteenth of october eighteen hundred
fifty five I1 first saw she sic who afterwards
became my wife and made the remark that such would
be the case she like myself was on her way to
salmon riveri

lewis began dating at binghamsginghamsBing forthams while co-
mpleting his meager education and formed acquaintance

with many fine young men and women or girls he

courted mary slater a daughter of richard slater of

slatervilleSlat anderville wrote that he kept company with miss

mary richardson daughter of ebenezer C richardson but

she was a girl of no learning or refinement and this I1

could not endure I1 could tolerate and even associate
with men who were uncoothuntooth sic but could not endure

such rudeness in the opposite sec sic becoming

dissatisfied he wrote 1 spent a year or two having

but little to say to the fair daughters of eve

L W shurtliff journal p 13
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lewis was living at home and experienced some of

the discomfort of his father lumanslumanis marriage to his

wife altamiraAi lewistamira recognized that at least one of

his fatherstherisfa plural marriages fell short of the ideals
he desired in a home and family the trouble in his

fathers second marriage was jarring to the shurtliff
household nineteen year old lewis moved away from home

in his journal he recorded

I1 built me a house kept company with a number of
young ladies we fell out I1 became dissat-
isfied and wanted a change consequently I1 engaged
with nathaniel leavitt to go to salmon river for
six months 4

on his return to utah the next summer lewis recognized a

deterioration in the marriage of his father luman and

altamiratamiraAi luman andros recorded in his diary
on october 5 1856 my wife altamiratamiraAi and

some of my children went to conference and got to
cousin vincents at dark monday we went to con-
ference president brigham young gave all wives
liberty to leave their husbands if they wished
altamiratamiraAi had long been telling me she was going to
leave me but when she heard the teaching of president
young she altered her mind on the 8thath we returned
home and I1 had a talk with my family on the necessity
of reformation I1 am determined to reform and reform
my family if they will harken to my council and if
not drop them for I1 think I1 have borne with one
member of my family nearly long enough5enough

bid
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two years later luman wrote

on march 9 1858 my wife altamira was confined
with a son that soon died in this case a sympathiz-
ing spirit was manifest on the part of a few first
wife sympathizers which in one instance I1 think
intended to dictate in my affairs which threw me

into the background which resulted in the death of
my child and my wife narrowly escaped with her life
but she died on me 6

in 1854 luman as branch president in harrisvilleHarns
gave

ville
advice to latter day saints living in the community

he wrote

july 2 1I preached at our fort and showed the
necessity of saints minding their own business and
for wives to harken to the council of their husbands
and take care of the children instead of going from
house to house and inquiring how their husbands use
them and if they have a plural number of wives
they quiz the first wife on all the particulars of
private life of which they have no business they
use all the cunning devices of the devil to pre-
judice the wife against the husband and the husband
against the other wifescifes and their children tattling
and lying if possible to break up all polygamy
families there are two or three very sanctimonious
sisters who were trying by their lying and deceit-
fulness trying to destroy my oldest wife and they
must stop it or I1 should make them trouble this
made some sour facesraces but did some good

two weeks after this I1 spoke to them against the
subject of tattling and mischief making and stated
that there were two or three sisters in this fort who
were constantly visiting my wife altamira and were
using all their art to make her more dissatisfied and
if possible devidedavide sic my family and to accomplish
their object will pick up every fault or failing
imaginary or real they think they see in me or my
family then add to it to their liking and try to
prejudice others against me or others of my family
I1 have borne this long enough and I1 now want the
teachers to investigate this matter and if they find
anything in me or my family that they can remedy or
make better I1 wish them to do it and when myself and

L A shurtliff diary p 100
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my family are as perfect as they can get them to make
some of the neighbors who are very much engaged in
the interest of my family stay away from my house or
behave as saints while there I1 require this of the
teachers and require the bishop to see that this is
done and for a time affairs went along better 7

finally on july 29 1860 after lewis own marriage and

first mission luman and altamira were divorced lewis

observations of these events helped formulate his decision

to be monogamous his association with his father remained

close and lewis shurtliff always remembered to follow the

teachings and example of his mother and the gentle

guidance of his father while luman was in salt lake

city attending the territorial legislature in 1854 he

sent a letter to his family part of the letter contained

council to his oldest son who had begun courting the

father wrote

hold up good courage and be patient so do not disagree
a word be united and council together and be agreed
lewis take good care of everything and learn to write
as fast as you can be steady and kind to all the
family protect the honor and virtue of your sisters
and rescue them from all unwise and unvirtuous company
and instruct them to shun any person whose conduct is
not strictly moral and good and be careful of your
character and do nor say anything that will have a
tendency to injure your character in the least do
not go into or keep company with any man or boy who
practices swearing lieingliebing stealing drinking
whiskey or chewing tobacco or breaking the sabbath

ibid p 88
a8
ibid p 107 see also eugene E campbell and

bruce L campbell divorce among mormon polygamists
extent and explanations utah historical quarterly 46
winter 1978 ppap 4234 for23 further information on

divorce among mormon polygamist families
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day instead of going to meeting for such persons
will bring you into disgrace and shame 9

lewis was obedient to his fatherstheresfa advice and adhered

to the christian virtues

the courtship

lewis six month contract to take supplies to the

salmon river turned into a three year mission for the

church a mission which led lewis to the near marriage

with an indian girl and his eventual marriage to a white

girl the romance never fully explained and perhaps not

even understood by lewis and louisa was a poignant

courtship of immaturity growing into idealism and love

the primitive forests and rugged land of the oregon

territory provided the ideal trysting place for the
young couple for lewis and louisa spirited romanti

cistscasts courtship provided the foundation for a happy

marriage which they believed would be eternal lewis

shurtliff wrote in his journal

the frost and snow now began to disappear and
the notes of the songstersSong warnnedsters sicrsic us of
approaching spring april was spent in putting in
our crops

may at last appeared in all its loveliness and
never was it received or hailed by with more delight
and pleasure

june in this high altitude was delightfuildelightfulldelightfullydelight sicfullfuli
nature now began to put on her richest foliage

sic and the wildnesgildnes sic of the mountain scenery

9
L W shurtliff iiarydiary ppap 878887 88
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delighted and pleased me and then the rich trout
and salmon came which was a great treat to me

our summer labourslaboure now began to bear heavily
upon our men and it seemed a treat when sunday came

july fifteenth I1 attended meeting or service
after worship feeling somewhat lonely I1 santeredbanteredsant
sic

ered
out for a walk bending my steps towards the

river sic after crossing a fine streachstraach sic
of butifullbuti sicfull meadows covered with fine wild
flowers as I1 wandered alone along sic the
river sic I1 saw a butifullbuti full sic vision girl
near the stream she was warbling some little song

I1 stood fixed to the spot not knowing whether
to approach her or not fearing the fair creature
should leave me and all become an illusion

I1 aproachedapproachedapro sicached and said fair maiden sic you
have wandered far from your cottage are you not
fearfullfearfullyfear sicfull that some young bannock cheif will
become enchanted sic or enamored with one so young
and butifullbuti sicfull and spirit you away to his rude
lodge sic there to baske sic in the light of thy
smile

oh no kind sir I1 have no fear of those red men
there is a power that binds them in my presence

I1 am not alone as you suppose there is one near
who is ever watchfuilwatchfullwatchfullywatchwatah sicisicfullfuli for my safety and will
protect the lonely wanderer

we sat down together on the green sward in order
to arrange a boquet sic of wild flowers which we
had gathered from the meadows I1 was no longer my
own master I1 was enslaved by this young maiden she
had won my heart

after a pleasant walk we returned to our home
which stood a short distance from the river
surrounded sic in the distance by mountains sic
covered with perpetual snow10

before his first return trip to utah lewis and louisa
had a lovers quarrel which was never fully explained in

shurtiifsshurtliffsshurtliffe journal perhaps lewis being the only boy

in a family of girls or perhaps because louisa was only

fourteen he later recorded in his journal

L W shurtliff journal ppap 202220 22
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in july I1 think I1 one evening took a walk and met
louisa moore on the road to the field we sat down
together on the hillside and chatted I1 knew she
loved me and told her although contrary to my
feelings that we never could be else but brother
and sister this was like a dagger to her heart
the color left her butifullbuti sicfull cheeks and she
seemed perfectly lost after a short time in silence
she arose standing there in all the dignity of her
sec sic she stooped down and imprinted a kiss
upon my cheek and was gone before I1 could rally
when I1 did come to I1 was alone long I1 sat in
meditation and wished that I1 could recall those
bitter words that I1 had spoken but alas it was
too late

weeks flew by and we did not meet she found
the society of others that seemed to suit her while
I1 was a lonely wanderer

time wore on and louisa went to utah to finish
her education sic I1 accompanied them a few miles
but did not converse privately with miss louisa
moore ll1111l

As

l
soon as lewis returned to utah with mail and for

supplies he made visits to see louisa he wrote

after visiting my family and kindred I1 went to
mr moores to see miss louisa soon discovered
that her affections were weenedkeened sic from me but
I1 had no one to blame but my own dear self our
meeting was cool and formal each seemed ill at ease
on my departure I1 was much depressed in spirit 12

the young couple met once during the next two weeks but

lewis continually thought about louisa he recorded his
next visit

tuesday 31st of march went to see my girl sic
found another man there but her and me went out on
the well curb and conversed for some time she was
much affected with my confession and she wept we
parted the best of friends the following week I1
spent in labor the first of april I1 was rebaptizedbaptizedrebaptizerre

ibid p 30
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in the evening sic went to see louisa sic
all was now over she treated me with the utmost
coldness

the next visit lewis made to see miss moore he was treated
scornfully two letters written to louisa during the

spring are included in lewis journal the first was

written when he arrived in ogden and the other the day

before he returned to fort lemhileahi he wrote

ogden city march 6thath 1857

miss louisa
it is with pleasure I1 write a few lines to you

to inform you of my feelings I1 feel verry sic
lonesome at present but I1 hope for better days do
not be offended with me for this letter but remember
our friendship while at fort lemhileahi which I1 look upon
as happy days often I1 have been to places where we
have sat together and talked of different subjects
alas those happy hours are past and now I1 am left
alone I1 want you to forgive me if you can for it
seems as if I1 was deprived of my best friend if you
cannot forgive me I1 shall be verry sic unhappy
write to me the first chance I1 remain your friend
and love

lewis W shurtliff
ogden city april 24th 1857

miss louisa it is with a sorrowfullsorrowfullysorrow sicfull heart
that I1 take my pen in hand to write a few lines to
you not to make you unhappy because that would
make my own heart bleed but to ask of you one small
favor to remember you by when sorrow sic and gloom
shall surround me and I1 shall rove over the mountains
to drive away those unhappy feelings that now fill my

breast I1 feel that I1 am despised and hated and I1
know not the cause I1 have tried to think wherein I1
have hurt your feelings but I1 cannot I1 done sic
as I1 agreed by comeing sic to see you what more
could I1 do when we met at farmington you treated me
cooly sic I1 saw you at conference you still treated

13
ibid

J
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me the same I1 went to your house your treatment
was severe perhaps you never want to see my face
again if so your wish shall be granted although it
would be hard for meroemoe if I1 have to stay in the mou-
ntains for years oh that I1 could call back those
happy days that we have spent together but no they
are past and gone forever yet you have denied me
the comfort of seeing you or conversing with you
which was my only joy oh my dear sic girl I1 am
almost led to wish that we had never met but it is
wicked to make such a wish when an overruling power
has caused it to be so I1 wish I1 could tell you my
feelings I1 am alone and am lonesome permit me to
enjoy your parting hand before I1 go let me see you
one moment before I1 go I1 wish to know why you have
forsaken me I1 cannot write any more at present

I1 remain as ever your friend and lover

lewis warren shurtliff14shurtliff
upon

414

lewis return to fort lemhileahi with president

brighambigham young and party his relations with louisa becamedecarme

even more complicated when brigham young and heber C

kimball of the first presidency of the church advised

the men of the salmon river mission to marry indian women

lewis wrote in his journal that president heber C

kimball gave us some stray doctrine concerning the

marrying of squawssquads A few days after heber C

kimbaliskimballskimbarisKim sermonbalisballsballsbailsbalis george hill one of the missionaries

in the mission asked the snake chief for catherine his

14 ibid

p 37 see also leonard J arrington
and davis bittonbitten the mormon experience A history of the
latter day saints new york alfred A knopf 1979
ppap 153 195 365 and 368369368 for369 some background history
of white mormon marriages to the indians
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daughter and told the company that he would soon marry

her lewis wrote

the next day this fair daughter of the rocky
mountains came to see me returned the following
day and told me plainly that it was me she wanted
this announcement was astounding and had it not
been for an open window near at hand I1 should have
fell I1 finally rallied and said I1 am too young to
marry this she contradicted I1 done all I1 posiblypossibly
sic could do dissuade her from such a rash and I1

thought an imprudent step but all to no purpose
she said she did not want mr hill that he was too
old and that if she did not get me she would have
no one

when the dark damsel left me I1 sat down and wept
my thoughts were of louisa she to whom I1 was
devoted both soul and body here I1 was either must
disobey the presidents wish or marry this woman
I1 saw the sacrifice that I1 was now called upon to
make I1 must forever abandon the thoughts of marrying
the girl of my choice

no sleep came to my eyelids nor food passed my
lips often would this thought come to my mind sic
shall I1 shrink from a duty imposed on some one by
the president of the church to marry this particular
or should I1 do whatever they told me and trust the
even with god

before the dawn of day my mind was made up to
confer with our president over the question in
regard to the matter

morning came at last and breakfast being ready I1
told the president of my situation he sympathized
with me but shook his head in silence he called the
brethernethernbretherdBr sic of the mission together and after the
matter was fully put before them they desideddecided sic
I1 should take her this I1 felt was my death knel
sic sounding in my ear

I1 told them of a lovely fair creature whom I1 loved
and that I1 wished not to shrink from any duty but I1
would like to marrvmarrymarev a white girl first

this request being denied me I1 saut sic the
solitude of the grove sic where I1 asked the lord
to strengthen me for the task16

if there had been immaturity in lewis romance

he was now called to make the decisions of an adult his

16
L W shurtliff journal ppap 384038 40
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choice would effect his future in the church as well as

the future in his home and family lewis acceptance of

advice evidenced his faith in church leaders his plead-

ings to marry louisa were an expression of his own wishes

his argument that he would like to marry a white girl
first was the only one on record of a willingness to

enter plural marriage lewis emphasis on the romantic

aspects of marriage was a departure from the teachings

of many mormon leaders a century ago As he began the

task of courtship he determined to follow the white mans

romanticmanCicro traditions for he was to civilize and convert

his intended wife excerpts from lewis journal include

the following evening sic this dusky maid came
to see me and asked me to home with her this wish I1
complied with we had a long talk together and I1 can
assure you it pertookpartook sic of the romantic

A few days past by and the old chief moved away
down the river catherine staying until after dark
then out of galentrylentryga sic I1 saddled my horse and
went with her and her brother to take a ride of
twelve miles in the butifuldutiful sic moonlight with
one of natures ladies reminds me of wandering in
berlin museum among the statuary

her brother sic was sent ahead and we rode
alone she confessed her passion for me and at our
parting said snesheane would see me again we parted I1
to a twelve mile ride she no doubt to dreamland bubbutbul
it is doubtfuldoubtfulldoubtfully sic whether those dreams were pure
and free fromdrom sensual desires for she was an unedu-
cated unsafistaketed sic squaw

A few days brought her back to our house she
stayed there for some days and like potiphers sic
wife snesheane saut sic1tclsicto ceducededuce sic a boy I11 soon got
clear of her and then I1 began to feel free again I177

17 ibid
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fortunately catherine thetae daughter of the snake

indian chief had been married before and the divorce was

not settled so an agreement could not be reached with herhed

father for her marriage to lewis 1 meanwhile thomas S

smith had gone to utah and returned with news from louisalouisia

shurtliffsshurtliffe journal contains the following account

thursday the twenty second thomas S smith and
milton hammond came in from utah

I1 listened to the reports with anxiety in their
report I1 should hear my destiny I1 stood in a retired
corner of the house at last the president said sic
where is lewis sic I1 have news for him miss moore
is coming in this company but I1 think she is looking
in another direction this I1 did not believe on
the twenty fifth I1 saddled up my horse and rode out
to meet the company

I1 met miss louisa the meeting was not like some
of our former associations spent the evening sic
with the company sic great was our joy to once
more see each others sicj faces

and now after an estrangement of years our meeting
in the same place of sic our first acquaintance was
all that our hearts could desire we now revisited the
butifullbuti sicfull spot where we had met and there we
found two rose trees had grown and twined their
slender branches together this omen we looked upon
as a token of our future happiness and here beneath
the azure sky just as the sun had sank behind the
lofty mountains casting its dim last rays of light
upon our peacefulpeacefullpercefull sic and butifullbuti sicfull little
valley sic it was here just as the stars shed their
glimmering light upon the scene here we plighted our
future sic to love each other there was one thing
concerning this meeting that caused us to look forward
to the future with some anxiety

those two rose bushes after they had come to per-
fection one of them faded and died sic not being
superstitious we tried to treat this bad sic omen
of our future with indifference still there was som-
ething which would whisper your future may not allwaysalaways
sic be that of perfect happiness and joy we

returned to our homes after our stroll lsict9
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on november 13 1857 lewis asked david moore

for his daughters hand and received her parents bless
20ing lewis father wrote to his son when he learned of

the marriage giving his approval a fathers blessing

and some council to be very careful andantianciancl not joke sic
and wound each others sic feelings and to be blind to

each others sic faults lewis wrote of his marriage

time passes on the fourth of january 1858 came
an eventful day sic I1 got married sic my wifescifes
name louisa catherine smith married by thomas S

smith at fort lemhileahi oregon territory at seven
oclock PM my wife came to nauvoo with her parents
from vermont sic her mother died and her father
gave her to david moore who adopted her and brought
her to utah and from there to oregon her fathers
name was addison smith my wife was sixteen years
old at the time of our marriage sic 2

lewis was twenty two in later years he claimed that the

marriage was the first between two whites in what is now

the state of idaho 2 louisa was a beautiful girl
petite with flashing eyes and dark hair she was bornbom

in monkton addison county vermont november 17 1841

her father addison smith was a fourth cousin to joseph

smith and her mother laura bentley was the daughter of

a methodist minister named ira bentley addison and

ibid p 46 ibid p 61 ibid p 54
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laura and four small children camecaroecarmecamme to nauvoo in 1843

and shortly after their arrival laura died and addison

gave his children to families in nauvoo louidaslouisasLou fatherisas
brother and sisters remained in the united states when

the mormonscormons removed to the great basin 24

marriage and family

the marriage of lewis and louisa came at a time

of deteriorating relations with the indians at fort lemhileahi
their first month of marriage brought several days of

separation as lewis worked feverishly to retrieve stolen

cattle and strengthen the stockade after the february 23

attack on the fort the colonists made preparations for the

abandonment of the salmon river mission the trip to utah

must have provided for an unusual honeymoon for the young

couple they arrived in ogden only to find the city
vacated the mormonscormons had moved south into utah county

at the advance of johnstons armyarrayarmay lewis and louisa
were again separated as lewis helped his father and

father in law move their families to provo it was not

until late fall that lewis and louisa were able to get

settled in their dugout home on the ogden bench two

24
david moore diary this manuscript is

housed in special collections harold B lee library
brigham young university p 32 also mrs charles J
hauber the smith family 162619491626 old1949 orchard
route 1 three oaks michigan typewritten ppap 293029 30
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days after christmas on december 27 1858 a daughter

was born to them and given the name laura jane

latter day saints believed in the principle of

eternal marriage and lewis and louisa looked forward

to being sealed together for time and eternity and to

receive their endowments since a temple had not yet

been built in utah the ordinances were performed in the

endowment house in salt lake city lewis wrote in his
journal we went to the city and got our endowments

a pleasant time 25 lewis father luman wrote of the

experience
on the eighteenth of may 1860 my wives mary

and melissa also my son lewis and his wife louisalouisia
and my daughter went to salt lake city to get endow-
ments and on the ninth of may my two wives my son
and daughter went through the temple and received
endowments after which my wives were sealed to me
lewis wife to him 26

four children were bornbom to lewis and louisa two

years after laura janes birth lewis wrote our first
son was born august 18th 1860 name lewis chester when

their next baby was bombornbob his father recorded I1 had

another son born january 27 1862 name ha ski 11 heber he

was a fine child and will make a name in theicheache world 27

251 W shurtliff journal p 65

L A shurtliff diary p 106
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lived to the age of 102 years
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when another duaghter was born may 8 1866 her father gave

her the name louisa catherine susan adelia shurtliff
these were the names of her mother her grandmother moore

and her aunt adeliaadeilaadella
for lewis and louisa the less than nine years of

marriage were filled with happiness times were hard

but lewis was a tireless and ingenious worker his
freighting and other multiple interests and louisaslouidasLou

care
isas

for their home and family left them little time for

other activities their marriage covering the decade

of the 1860sibgos was a time of self sufficiency for the

latter day saints like other members of the church the

young couple had few material possessions except what

home industries could provide they built their own home

grew their own food and made their own clothes from the

wool of their own sheep

louisa catherine lewis wife and sweetheart

died on october 18 1866 no one remembered the nature

of her sudden illness perhaps the early marriage and

the birth of two children while still a teenager or the

rough food and the near starvation diet of the pioneer
family hastened her demise lewis recorded little about

their life together the premonition from the rose

bushes at their trysting spot at fort lemhileahi had come true

the brevity of their marriage and therheche silence toward it
added to the romantic overtures of the story as the years

trysting
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passed six months after louisaslouidasLou deathisas lewis was called
on a mission to great britain grandfather and grand-

mother moore took the children until their father returned

and remarried
among the latter day saints in the nottingham

conference england were william brough wainwright and

elizaellzaeilza yarnell moorefield wainwright and their two daughters

elizabeth and emily shurtliff had stayed in the humble

wainwright home while doing missionary work in england

after william wainwright was killed in a factory accident

the mother and her daughters gathered with the mormonscormons to

utah emily moorefield wainwright the younger daughter

was born december 16 1852 in swanwick derbyshire

england she and lewis were wed april 10 1872 in the

endowment house in salt lake city 28 lewis loved this
beautiful young english girl with her quiet personality
and dignified bearing he was impressed that even among

the very poor of britain culture and refinement were the

rule rather than the exception lewis was seventeen years

the senior of nineteen year old emily lewis eldest
daughter laura jane was nearly fourteen when her father
and emily were married with four children and a teenage

bride the shurtliff family soon settled into domestic

harmony and a loving family

28julina28 julina smith hart interviews and personal
papers in her possession rexburgredburgRex idahoburg
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five children were born to lewis and emily

louie emylaemala june 16 1867 and john warren september 5

1881 were born in plain city luman andros william

moorefield and franklin erastus were born in ogden on

march 27 1883 september 8 1885 and january 13 1892

william died just after his second birthday but the other

children grew up married and raised families emily

died january 7 1915 after several years of poor health
she was a faithful companion to lewis for more than thirty
years for several years she had served as stake relief
society president

the women of weber stake found in their stake

president a believer in their effort and potential his

attitudes and encouragement of gentleness and refinement

in women improved the climate of many a home that had

been hardened by the rigors of pioneer life shurtliff
appreciated the finer things in life and gave to women

the guardianship of the social graces one biographer

of lewis warren shurtliff wrote

he has ever manifested the keenest reverence for woman-
hood as exemplified by the brave pioneer mothers of
utah and one of his marked characteristics has been
his love of children a love that has found manifesta-
tion in his frequent gifts of flowers to the little
ones 2

S J clarke utah since statehood historical and
biographical 3 vol salt lake city and chicago the S J
clarke publishing company 1919 vol II11 ppap 120124120 124
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shurtliff did not look at plural marriage as a requirement

to be a good latter day saint he stressed the quality of

marriage and believed that the moral and ethical teachings

of the bible and the book of mormon and obedience to the

covenants of the church would bring happiness in this life
and the blessings of eternal marriages the training of

children in the home and the educating of girls was

advocated and his support to weber academy called for the

training of young women as well as young men lewis

shurtliff always encouraged women to find fulfillment
through service in the church and creativity in the home

he was an idealist and sometimes sentimentalist who had

grown moderate by practicality and conformity descendants

remembered that in shurtliffshurtliffsshurtliffe younger days he and louisalouisia

and later emily took part in theatrical productions in
ogden and plain city trips to salt lake city for con-

ferences or other church business usually included

attendance at social events in the evening shurtliffsshurtliffe
daughters were taught music and oil painting

an outstanding characteristic of lewis warren

shurtliff and a traitrait always recounted by people who knew

him was kindness his kindness was shown to children
to students and young people to women and to ailallali with

whom he associated A great granddaughter remembers him

coming home in the rain and being chided by his son luman

for standing in a heavy down pour to assist a group of

1
1

ferences
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nuns onto a streetcar one student at weber college

recalled president shurtliff addressing an assembly and

reprimanding some rowdy boys in a irmfirm yet kindly

manner jl31

lewis eldest daughter laura jane married

franklin dewey richardson in 1875 and shurtliffsshurtliffe first
granddaughter phoebe louisa was born four months after
lewis and emilysemiles first daughter louie emylaemala in 1876

when louie moved to salt lake city to attend the university

of utah at age nineteen in 1894 phoebe louisa took louies
place in the family home in ogden later phoebe louisaslouidasLou

eldest
isas

daughter lewis shurtliffeshurtliffs first great grandchild

constance sophia miller born in 1903 lived in the

shurtliff home where she met and married ralph flygareflyPly

a

gare

grandson of lewis counselor nils flygare three
generations grew up under tiiethe shurtliff roof and the

kindly watchful eye of a loving father and grandfather

lewis chester and his brother haskill heber

married girlsgiris from plain city almeda raymond and annie

folkman lewis and louisaslouidasLou daughterisas louisa catherine
susan adeilaadeliaadella called louisa married myron barber

richardson a brother to her sister laura janes
husband lewis and emilysemiles daughter louie emylaemala married

constance sophia miller flygare interviews

harriet almira peterson burton interview held
in afton wyoming 19781973
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joseph fielding smith whom she met while living in the
joseph F smith household in salt lake city attending

school the three youngest boys john warren luman

andros and franklin erastus married ogden girls lillian
anderson emma mabel charlesworth and florence towne

respectively emmaennaenma mabel who was called mabel was the

daughter of mary slater charlesworthCharicharl whoesworth was one of the

first girls lewis warren shurtliff had courted years and

years before luman and mabel lived with lewis shurtliff
after emily died and the shurtliff residence continued to

be home for any or all of lewis descendants grandfather

shurtliff was as concerned for each grandchild and great

grandchild as he was for his own children
many members of the family would gather at their

father and grandfathers home for stake conferences held

quarterly and at the beginning and end of the school year

at weber stake academy on each twenty fourth of july a

large birthday party was held for lewis warren shurtliff
attended by children and descendants in laws lewis

sisters and their families and often by president joseph F

smathsmith and many of his large family

president shurtliff was proud of the church

activity of most of his posterity he noted in meetings

of the stake presidency the service of his son luman

on the high council and of his son john being made

bishop in the parley ward in salt lake city soninlawson in law

S th
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myron richardson was a bishop in plain city and grandson

inlawin georgelaw campbellcampbeliCamp millerbeilbellbeli a convert to the churchchurchy

was a bishop in star valley wyoming for many years

soninlawson josephin fieldinglaw smith called to the quorum

of twelve apostles in 1910 brought a special sense of

pride to his father in law

when emily died in 1915 lewis was approaching age

eighty but during the seven years before his own death in
1922 the shurtliff home at 855 24th street in ogden was

still the center of activity for the large clan the

house was large and spacious but not pretentious like
the homes of david peery louis F moench david eccles
and many other ogden residences the one time hospital
was two stories built of brick and stone and reminiscent

of nauvoo and early american architecture it was built
square and solid there were large windows and a hall
with a wide easy to ascend stairway upstairs was

another wide hailhallhali a large bathroom with a giant tub

and six bedrooms A large porch was built across the

front on the first floorloorf the main rooms on the ground

floor were a kitchen dining room parlor and library
the library contained many volumes including books pur-

chased in europe first editions of church books records

kept by shurtliff and a tanned cowhide covered with

medals pins and mentosmementosmo from shurtliffsshurtliffe various

activities pictures included a full portrait of

f f
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shurtliffshurtlifshurtliff as a young man dressed in chaps a wide brimmed

hat and a bow whip another picture an engraving by

ogden friend and counselor alva scoville copied from

a photograph of shurtliff at age eighty showed a hand-

some bearded gentleman photographs of more personal

worth to lewis warren shurtliffshurtlif were of his beloved

louisa and emily

Shurtl if f

Shurtlif f



chapter 5

benefiting THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL

prior to his first mission and his ordination to

the office of a seventy young lewis shurtliff bound for

the salmon river mission was called to perform his first
public religious assignment the experience gained came

from filling the assignment and from a subsequent happen-

ing which was recorded by the young missionary he wrote

As we proceeded on our journey northward we rose
in altitude crossing subletssublett cutoff to california
here on the very top of the mountains I1 was called
upon to make the first prayer that I1 ever made in
public this was a great trial to me but strange
about two years after this occuranceoccupanceoccur I1ance heard the
prophet brigham young offer up in the mightiest
prayer near this place that I1 ever heard by mortal
man sic
at the head of malad valley our president offered up
a prayer which caused the ground to shake never had
I1 heard such a soul inspiring prayer

fatherly council given to his son before his
departure for fort lemhileahi in the oregon territory reminded

the youth that he was expected to become a great man in

israel A year before on december 1 1854 lewis was

told in a patriarchal blessing given by isaac morley

great will be thy responsibilities in a day to come

given thee by the authority of thy presidency morley

W shurtliff journal ppap 141514 3615
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I1 put myself

the blessing is recorded in book B p 258 323
by abegail morley scribe and is copied in L W shurtliff
journal ppap 697169

L

71

W shurtliff journal ppap 727372730727707277372 73730

2theathe
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also told shurtliff thou hast the opportunity of making

great advances upon theory and principle in christs sic
kingdom 2 three of the twelve apostles orson hyde

franklin D richards and lorenzo snow gave lewis W

shurtliff an apostolic blessing at fort lemhileahi on

12 may 1857 lorenzo snow promised shurtliff you

shall accomplish that whereunto you are sent establishing
a strong position and benefiting the house of israel 3

young men belonging to the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints in the 1970s could expect mission

calls but a century and more ago missions were usually

reserved for married men in the church lewis considered

himself privileged to be appointed to proselyte among the

indians as a nineteen year old bachelor shurtliff like
other mormonscormonsMor believedmons that the indians as a remnant of

the book of mormon peoples were descendants of the tribe
of joseph and the house of israel quotes from lewis

journal are indicative of his efforts to convert the

indians or lamanitesLama asnites they are called in the book of

mormon during the winter of 1856 the first year of his

mission lewis wrote

the winter wore away almost impreceptibly sic
and the new year dawned upon us

31
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assiduously to the task of learning the indians
language or dielectdialect sic and with considerable
success the winter wore on and we were co-
nstantly studying and attending to our daily
avocations 4

one year later during another winter that must have seemed

long indeed to the members of the mission lewis wrote

january first eighteen hundred fifty seven A

happy new year had dawned upon us and I1 felt deter-
mined to make good use of my present advantages by
apropriatingappropriating sic all my time to useful study5

his study prepared shurtliff to teach the mormon

gospel to the lamanitesLama andnites there were many opportunities

to talk to the indians and try to convince them of mormon

doctrine lewis shurtliff wrote

in our sabbath meeting I1 was often called upon to
talk to the indians in their own language which was
a great task but was attended with much of the spirit
of the lord which enabled us to speak to the astonish-
ment of ourselves and also of the indians6Indians

shurtliffsshurtliffe

6

near marriage to an indian girl in order to

convert her has been described in an earlier chapter he

was not successful in her conversion and although a few

of the mormonscormons wed lamaniteslamanialamaniLama andcesnites others of the natives
were baptized the lasting conversion of the indians was

negligible david moore lewis shurtliffsshurtliffshurtliffe father in law

reported

those of the indians who had been baptized but who
had apostatized were cut off the church

tbid p 19 bid p 27 bid p 46
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elder moore stated that all of the indians baptized
unless it were one were excommunicated 7

the success of lewis shurtliffsshurtliffe first mission

could not be counted in converts or in a lasting coloniza-

tion of the salmon river but the experiences of the

mission had lasting benefits the scouting raising
crops and developing irrigation in oregon were useful to
him throughout his life although the conversion of the

indians into the church would not come until another era

lewis learned to work with people of other cultures and

societies and gained a respect for all races and creeds

during his mission elder shurtliff met president brigham

young president heber C kimball members of the quorum

of twelve lorenzo snow orson hyde and franklin D

richards as well as leaders in the salmon river mission

presidency these men became close friends to lewis and

were examples and contemporaries during his life

mission to england

during april conference in 1867 thirty two year

old widower lewis shurtliff was called on a mission to
great britain on sunday april 14 1867 he and seventeen

others announced to elder taylor and elder woodruff that
they had money for their fare to england 8 when lewis

kate B carter the salmon river mission p 21

8 journal history of tneane church april 14 1867
ppap 232 3

8journal
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left for great britain he drove a twenty mule team to

julesburglesburgjulesbergJu nebraska the group of missionaries sailed
from new york city on the ship manhattan july 13 1867

and arrived in liverpool on july 26 elder shurtliff
was assigned to work in the nottingham conference and

soon after was called to preside over the missionaries
and latter day saints in the midland area in june

1868 shurtliffShurf reportedcliff 200 baptisms for the year 10

when mission president franklin D richards was released
from his mission elder shurtliff wrote to him on

august 6 1868 I11 have found that the nearer I1 have

lived to god the greater my success in preaching the

gospel 11 lewis attended conferences in many parts of

england and wales and in august 1869 was assigned to

9 ibid august 10 1867 p 1 thousands upon
thousands of converts joined the mormon church in the
british isles from the inception of mormonism in 1837
shurtliff was one of about thirty five missionaries
during his three year mission most of the thousands
of mormon converts during these three years immigrated
to the utah headquarters of the church see also
richard L evans A century of mormonism in great britain
salt lake city deseret news press 1937

1 ibid june 1 1868 p 2

ibid august 6 1868 p 4 franklin D

richards one of the churchschurche quorum of twelve apostles
returned to ogden utah where he became stake president
and dominate leader in weber county for the rest of the
nineteenth century

9

10
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preside over the london conference at an october 3

meeting in london president shurtliff reported seven

branches 98 elders 34 priests 21 teachers 23 deacons

29 baptized 14 immigrated seven deaths 18 excommunica

tionseions and a total of 898 present at the conference12

in november he reported
we are getting along very well I1 can see a

marked improvement in all the branches baptisms
are becoming frequent and the people are alive to
their duties but times are hard with little work
and less money13money

elder

13

george lake one of shurtiiffsshurtliffsshurtliffe missionary com-

panions mentioned the poverty of the members of the

church in the mission 14 an unusual teaching experience
of the missionary pair was recorded in lakes diary he

wrote

1869 july
saturday 31 took train for pinxton by the ade

sic of bro luke morris we obtained leaf sic to
go down in the coal sic pit 400 feet deep sic this
was a nice ride sic we were then furnished with a
candel sic & the gaffer showed us around the pit &

the colors colliers gathered around us and bro
shurtliff preached to them & I1 bore a faithfull sic
testimony to the truth & gave them all an invitation
to atendabend sic a camp meting sic the lowingfolowingfollowingfo sic
day which they sayed sic they would the pit was
beautifully arangedapanged sic with all its steam sic

ibid october 3 1869 p 3

ibid november 3 1869 p 4

george lake diary of george lake typewritten
this manuscript is housed in special collections harold B

lee library brigham young university p 42 like
shurtliff lake was from ogden and had been in the salmon
river mission

conference 12

a 4
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power at work I1 took the pick and dug some coal to
see how it would seam sic to be a miner sic we
then embarked & were raised by the mighty steam sic
power to our native elimentaliment sic we then partook
sica splendedsplendid sic weding sic diner sicthatsic1thatsic

had
that

been prepared for the weded sic cupel sic vis
jos bawsonbabson & elisebath sic wainright sic I1 staid
sic 1 the knight sic with bro walker while bro

shurtliff returned to nott 15

lewis was as at homehome11 in an english coal mine

or street or camp meeting as he had been riding his
favorite horse preaching to a tribe of indians or to a

congregation of latter day saints in an ogden meeting

house he loved people and the message of mormonism and

although most folks were not interested in his message

there were always many who listened and were hungry for

the mormon gospel he believed&ieved the church could solve

the economic woesboes of english workers as well as provide

spiritual sustenance englandngland with her social opulence

on the one hand and grinding poverty on the other must

have been a paradox to shurtliff europe with great

historic halls and museums surrounded by dirty factories
both pleased and shocked him

in december 1869 elder shurtliff attended con-

ferences in wales bristol and in bath he visited in
the west riding of yorkshire in search of family origins
and genealogy at the conclusion of this mission he

ibid p 57 joseph rawson and elizabeth
wainwright became brother and sister in law to lewis
warren shurtliff

ithe wita

be

15
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accompanied president albert carrington on a visit to

missionaries and members in switzerland germany denmark

sweden and norway back in london he joined with two

hundred sixty nine german and british latter day saints
who sailed from liverpool on july 13 1870 lewis warren

shurtliff and karl G maeser directed the emigrants

passage across the atlantic ocean to new york city and

across the united states to utah 6

branch president and bishop of plain city

upon his return to ogden lewis shurtliff planned

to resume his freighting business and his activity in the

seventyseventysSev quorumentys organized by and presided over by his

father luman 7 instead he was assigned by stake

president franklin D richards to preside over the

latter day saint colony in plain city the mormon settle-
ment on the northeast shore of the great salt lake was

experiencing economic woesboes and a spiritual lull in the

weeks before shurtliff was introduced as president several
members of the branch were excommunicated for inactivity
and refusal to sustain church leaders18leaders william18 raymonds

ibid july 13 187018701 p 1

1lal1117
AL shurtliffhurtburt diaryolaryliff p 103

1 Q

general minutes 18701886187016861870 18861686 august 1870 plain
city branch ward weber stake LDS church archives forty
nine closely written halographhyalographhalo pagesgraph

16
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resignation as branch president was accepted by stake

leaders on may 22 1870 on august 31 the president of

the stake introduced shurtliff as the new branch

president

shurtliff selected john carver as first counselocounselorcounsell
and scandinavian jeppa folkman second counselor both

of these counselors were among the original settlers of

plain city in 1859 the new presiding elder moved to
plain city and purchased a farm several families of

english converts to the church who had immigrated with

shurtliff also settled in the community the new branch

president began courting emily wainwright and married her

in 1872 20

with the change in leadership and the influx of

new citizens plain city became a bustling settlement

the town more than doubled in size during the next ten
years and new settlements were created at warren and west

warren 2

success of the colony under shurtliffsshurtiiffsshurtliffe direction
came from cooperative efforts and in the establishment of

the united order shurtliff was named president of the

19 general minutes 22 may 1870 and 31 august 1870
20 see chapter 4

21
hunter beneath ben lomondsmondslamondsLo peak ppap 223226223 226

19
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plain city united order by erastus snow in may 1874.22187422187422

the order is described by historians leonard J arrington
and davis bitton

each village or settlement was asked to establish
under the managership of its bishop a
cooperative store that handled all commodities sold
at retail profits of the store were used to
establish supporting industries livestock herds
woolen mills tanneriescanneriestann anderies boot and shoe shops
As this movement progressed manufacturing and
merchandising interests in each community were
welded into a single large locally owned cooperative
called a united order the emphasis was on home
that is village industry unity and brotherly

love in establishing several dozens of these united
order communities in the 1870s brigham young
envisioned a society in which the people would make
and raise all they needed to eat drink or wear and
still realize a surplus for sale to outsiders there
must be greater self sufficiency people must overcome
selfishnessselfishn and prepare for the millennial reign of
christ 23

the united order in plain city operated several

cooperative enterprises but most of the economic activity
continued privately settlers from england were familiar
with cooperatives in great britain and organized the

cooperative mercantile institution of plain city milton R

hunter described the business venture by writing

the cooperative mercantile institution was
organized in 1869 A school teaching straw
hat making was also established john england
son of an english weaver made the first power loom
used in the community hans peterson and charles
and thomas singleton were carpenters and william
sharp was a plasterer

22 general minutes may 3 and may 23 1874
23arrington and bitton the mormon experienceESperi

ppap
enceenze

125126125 126

ss21
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the production of salt was at one time a thriving
industry employing many citizens of plain city at
times as many as 100 people were on the payroll salt
pits were located northwest of town on the edge of bhethe
great salt lake many girls and women helped gather
the salt in addition to cooking for the male employees
the coarse or unrefined salt was obtained by digging
pits filling them with salt water from the lake and
after the water had evaporated gathering up the salt
it was hauled by teams to utah hot springs and shipped
from there to the mining towns of montana to be used
in the smelterseltersshelterssm and also on ranches 24

besides giving direction to the economics of plain

city lewis W shurtliff gave impetus to the spiritual
affairs of the branch plain citescitys first church meetings

were held in a tent a bowery a dugout and finally in an

adobe building constructed in 1860 shurtliffshurtiiff directed

the building of a new larger adobe meeting house in 1871

less than a year after becoming branch president 25 whenmienwienwyen

it was completed an organ was purchased and musical

accompaniment was added to the singing 26 sunday meetings

were enhanced by visitors from weber stake and the ranks

of the general authorities of the church president

franklin D richards visited often shurtiiffsshurtliffsshurtliffe father
now a patriarch in weber stake and his father in law

bishop david moore preached 27 john W taylor newest

24hunter beneath ben lomondsmondslamondsLo peak ppap 220221220

general

221

minutes june 25 1871
26

ibid january 9 1876 and january 13 1876

ibid may 12 1872 and april 9 1871

t he

25
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apostle in the mormon church shared the pulpit with

lewis shurtliff george A smithsmithysmithp cousin of joseph smith

and a councilor to brigham young visited and preached in

the settlement one other of many visitors to plain city
was church patriarchpatriarchy john smith because many of the
plain city residents were scandinavians meetings in the

danish language were planned and held in 1875

elizaeilzaellza R snow visited plain city and organized the

female retrenchment society she selected emily shurtliff
as president 0 other auxiliaries in plain city were

under the direction of the stake rather than general

church officers
other activities directed by the branch president

included education and recreation tuition schools were

established and in 1873 a new 25 by 50 foot schoolhouse

was constructed dancing was perhaps the most popularpopulax

form of recreation in the community milton R hunter
quotes richard R lund a plain city resident in
describing dances of the period

our dances in the winter time commenced in the
afternoon and lasted well into the evening and
were held in the old adobe schoolhouse on the

ibid april 30 1886 october 5 1873 and
june 28 1874

29 ibid november 12 1871

ibid november 16 1875
31

ibid

28

29

30

31

28

30
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south side of the square and in the bowery which
was nearby in the summertime we danced on the
hard dirt floor at first many in their bare feet
some had fancy boots on my brother mathias lund
had purchased a pair to wear at a dance in the old
bowery and being a fussy man had gotten them
plenty snug when he tried to get them on he could
not so he removed his socks greased his feet and
they slipped on without any effort he went to the
dance and danced the figger polka and the manzurkamaniurkaMan
with

zurka
the best of them

drama was another important activity in 1876 a

group of young people asked their branch president for

permission to present a play shurtliff consented

provided they furnish their own lights candles were

procured and before the venture ended the winter profits
were 400.0040000 the money was used for instruments for a

brass band and for a sacrament set used for many years

in the ward shurtliff hie wife and elder children
each took part in the amateur theatrical productions in
plain city

on may 272827 187728 the weber stake was reorganized

and plain city became a ward president shurtliff was

taken out of the seventysSev quorumentys and ordained a high

priest and bishop by franklin D richards john taylor
david H peery and erastus snow two days later john

32 33
ibid p 221 ibid ppap 221222221

general

222

minutes may 28 1877 see also alienallenailen
and leonard the storystoastow of the latter day saints ppap 372-
375 the organization of the plain city ward was part of
a church wide reorganization directed by brigham young
during the year before his death

the ir
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spires and peter green were sustained as counselors to

lewis shurtliff 35

being bishop of a ward rather than president of
a branch made little difference to shurtliff or plain

city except the terminology was more in line with mormon

church structure shurtliffsshurtliffe activities in plain city
demonstrated that the duties of a leader in a mormon

community were numerous and varied arrington and bitton
wrote the following description of the nineteenth century

ward

although mormonscormons from the beginning maintained a
hierarchical structure of church government the
everyday life of the church was in the local ward
settlement or congregation for generations
certainly since the settlement in the great basin
it is in the activity of their local ward or con-
gregation that mormonscormons have found their greatest
sense of group identity

in pioneer utah the ward was more than the basic
ecclesiastical unit it was the most important
political unit and except for the family the most
important social unit as well soon after its
founding a colony or village was designated a ward
and a bishop appointed often the man who had been
commissioned by brigham young to lead the colonizing
it was in the process of community building that the
bishop earned his substantial place in the mormon
organizational structure not only did he continue
to care for the poor and watch over the spiritual
wellbeing of members but he now directed the diffi-
cult task of subduing the land and providing for its
settlers

each ward was shaped to some extent by the
character and personality of its bishop the ward
was the unit of welfare the unit from which younger
men and later women were called on missions to
proselyte in foreign fields of labor the units

31331035 ibid may 30 1877

gregation
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where babies were christened or blessed younger
men and older men as well ordained to the priesthood
funerals held dances music festivals and bazaars
sponsored young peopleeople taught and group conscious-
ness establishedj6

one interesting activity in plain city as well as

in other mormon settlements was rebaptism lewis had

been rebaptizedbaptizedrebaptizerre in 1857 during the reformation 37 the

practice of rebaptism had become so common in the church

by 1877 that printed forms were introduced for ward me-

mbership records on june 18 1876 shurtliff was

rebaptizedbaptizedrebaptizerre during the next month franklin D richards
and lorin farr were rebaptizedbaptizedrebaptizerre by peter green and con-

firmed by lewis shurtliff although neither richards nor

farr lived in the plain city branch most members of the

branch renewed their covenants through rebaptism during

the summer on septemberSeo 3tember 1876 lewis baptizedrebaptizedrebaptizerre and

confirmed his wife emily 3

lewis warren shurtliff enjoyed serving as branch

president and bishop he liked people he enjoyed varied

economic activities and had a deep sense of dedication
toward the spiritual welfare of individuals bishop

arrington and bittenbitton the mormon experience
ppap 206209206

L

209

W shurtliff journal p 31 see also alienallenailen
and leonard the storystoastocy of the latter day saints p 279
for an account of the reformation and ppap 425426425 for426
information on the practice of rebaptism

general minutes june 18 1876 july 2 1876
and september 3 1876

established36

38

36
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38general
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shurtliff had a strong testimony of mormonismmormon andism a deep

sense of pride in the accomplishments of the latter day

saints his leadership in plain city was likely con-

sidered the fulfillment of his fathers belief and of

his patriarchal blessing he was satisfied that his
temporal and spiritual contributions were in the tradi-
tions of his father and forefathers 9 most bishops in
the nineteenth century served for at least a decade and

many served for life although lewis shurtliff did not

expect it a release and new assignment came after a dozen

years of leadership in the city on the plains

president of weber stake

at a conference held in ogden utah january 21

1883 the weber stake was reorganized for the fourth time

lewis W shurtliff was sustained as president and set
apart by franklin D richards charles F middleton and

nils C flygare were sustained as first and second

39
lewis father luman andros shurtliff had served

as branch president in iowa and in utah the civic and
religious activities of many shurtliff ancestors have been
described in an earlier chapter of this thesis for a
comparison of mormonismMoon withism its new england origins see
arrington and bitton the mormon experienceExperienc p 209 and
david brian davis the new england origins of mormonism
mormonism and american culture ed marvin S hill and
james B alienallenailen new york harper and row 1972 ppap 13-
28

39

el



90

counselor and were set apart by joseph F smith and

franklin D richards respectively 4 each member of

the presidency served until his death the congenial

stake presidency was well suited to the task of governing

the ecclesiastical and temporal affairs of the latter day

saints in weber stake each was experienced in church

service and seasoned to the responsibilities of

strengthening the house of israel or the church of

jesus christ of latter day saints
As stake president shurtliff was confronted with

new and different challenges writing of early stake

40hunter beneath ben lomondsmondslamondsLo peak ppap 433435433
charles

435
F middleton had labored as second counselor to

david H peery and had been on the high council before
that one year older than shurtliff middleton was born
in illinois with a family and background similar to the
shurtliffsshurtliffe early ohio life the two boys met in nauvoo
and worked together in the indian mission at forfort lemhileahi
middleton performed missionary work in illinois missouri
and iowa he was active in politics and newspaper pub-
lishing in weber county swedish born nils christian
flygare was five years the junior to shurtliff while
in his native country he labored three years as a
missionary and as president of the stockholm conference
before immigrating to the united states in 1864 at age
twenty three ten years later flygare returned to sweden
serving as president of the stockholm conference and then
for two years as president of the scandinavian mission
called twice more to preside over the mission flygare
assisted in translating and publishing the book of mormon
into the swedish language in ogden nils flygare served
as bishop in ogden fourth ward he was engaged in the
contracting and building and directed the building
of the utah state agricultural college in logan and some
of the buildings at weber stake academy in ogden

40
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organizations in their history the mormon experience

leonard J arrington and davis bitton explain that
for several decades stake organization was rather
feeble although there was a functioning stake
organization in salt lake city many parts of the
church had none and where stakes existed their
functions were mainly two 2 holding meetings or
conferences quarterly in theory that brought
together the members from several wards and trying
some disciplinary cases in stake high councils
most direction from the top jumped over any stake
level and proceeded directly between ward bishops
and general church authoritiesauthoritauthority especially the
presiding bishop 4

besides stake conferences and high council courts shurtliff
directed a streamlining of stake administration and an

expanded role of stakes in the church he gave direction
to the consistent yet changing role of regional leader-
ship and strengthening of stake organizations emerged

his tenure as bishop gave shurtliff experience in the ward

which helped him direct and align local wards and branches

through regional rather than general authority channels

the activities of lewis shurtliff and his father in the

seventysseventylsSev quorumentys in weber stake taught president shurtliff
the necessity of directing priesthood quorums through

regional channels weber stake took a lead in directing
ward auxiliariesauxilanesauxilariesauxi andianeslaneslaries activities through stakestaestare rather than

general presidenciespresiden orcies superintendenciessupenntendenciessuperin

arrington
tendencies

and bitton describe this streamlining

of church administration through stake organization

41 arrington and bitton the mormon experience
p 212

41
authoritthorlt 4aeszes

Seventyls
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the tight little mormon island during the pioneer
period of brigham youngs lifetime was modified in
important ways during the last quarter of the nine-
teenth and the opening years of the twentieth
centuries for one thing the stake began to come
into its own as an intermediate administrative unit
if the ward was equivalent to a parish the stake
so named after the biblical analogy of a large tent
held in place by stakes on all sides was equivalent
to a diocese encompassing several congregations
starting with a major administrative reform in the
final year of youngs life the church was divided
systematically into stakes and the process was
accelerated at the turn of the century 42

in 1901 church president lorenzo snow directed an admini-
strative reform which decentralized priesthood

responsibilities to stake and then ward levels

historians james B alienallenailen and glenn M leonard describe

this reform in their book the story of the latter day

saints as follows

the reform went further than mere reorganization
more clearly than before stake presidents and ward
bishops were identified as the key links in the
jurisdictional chain between members and general
authorities and members were counseled to go to
these local officers before taking their problems
higher decentralization thus enhanced the
importance of local priesthood leaders at the
same time bishopricsbishoprickbish andoprics quorum presidenciespresiden werecies
given advice on how to function more effectively
they were to hold regular preparation meetings
they were reminded that they were administrators
not preachers and should not make unauthorized
authoritarian doctrinal pronouncements stake high
councils also felt the impact of the reform movement
as president snow prodded them to go beyond their
traditional roles as priesthood courts soon high
councilorscouncillorscounci werelors undertaking regular monthly speaking

ibid p 21342
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assignments to the wards a practice that has
continued to the present 4

conferences were admittedly an important part of

the stake presidents duties shurtliff attended and

often participated in april and october general confer-

ences usually held in salt lake city president

shurtliff gave several prayers in these general

conferences and reported the activities of the stake
on sunday april 5 1903 he reported 13000 members in
weber stake 44 five years later the stake was divided

stake conferences held quarterly were usually

attended by one or more general authorities in 1905

stake conferences were changed from sunday and monday to

saturday and sunday with two general sessions on sunday

these elaborate meetings with preaching reporting

business music and singing necessitated a meeting place

the stake tabernacle in ogden was dedicated in the fall
of 1859 and seated 1200 people with the coming of the

railroad in 1869 work was started on the construction of

a new tabernacle but after the red sandstone foundation

43
alienallenailen and leonard the story of the latter day

saints ppap 457458457 in458 weber stake its unwieldly size
necessary for administrative control before the manifesto
gave way to numerous smaller stakes tenure for life of
many bishops and of the stake presidency were changed to
shorter administrations releases and more frequent
changes in assignments priesthood quorums were further
refined and defined and the control of stake presidents
over temporal and economic and political affairs were
greatly diminished after utah achieved statehood

journal history april 5 1903 p 2
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reached about four feet plans were abandoned because of

the numerous wards constructing buildings and because of

weber stakes contributions in building the salt lake
temple president shurtliff directed an extensive
remodeling of the tabernacle in 1896 with a large

tabernacle fair and a queen contest with the redecora-

tion new entrances and a choir loft the tabernacle
became one of the finest public buildings in the state 45

the ogden tabernacle choir also organized in 1859

had grown to 121 voices by the end of the century and

vied with the mormon tabernacle choir in salt lake city

in importance the choir and the ogden oratorio society

provided many outstanding performances including

messiah elijah and the creation others who

performed in the tabernacle were paderewski hoffman

godowski and emma lucy gates utahs own opera star and

a close friend to lewis and emily shurtliff in 1906

plans were made for a new pipe organ for the tabernacle
with shurtliff soliciting assistance from the church

first presidency for funds for the new instrument with

its 25 sets of pipes the ogden tabernacle choir was

finally disbanded in 1949 but the idea of a tabernacle

rather than stake center persisted with the 1956

dedication of ogdensogden1sagdens new tabernacle the older structure

hunter beneathbeneathRe benneath lomondsmondslamondsLo peak ppap 448449448
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was finally dismantled in 1969 during the construction
of the ogden temple 47

ward conferences required much time and attention
by the stake presidency and members of the high council

by 1908 when the weber stake was divided into three

there were five ogden wards with other units at mound

fort north ogden pleasant view huntsville middleton

eden liberty lynne marriottMar slatervilleSlathottnott harrisvilleHarnserville
farr

ville
west plain city warren west weber wilson

kanesvilleganesvilleKanes hooperville roy riverdaleverdalerivendaleRi and uintah at the

death of lewis warren shurtliff in 1922 the fifteen
wards in the stake were again reapportioned into the

weber stake and the mount ogden stake

like stake and general conferences those held in

the wards lasted several days subjects of sermons were

varied although president shurtliff preferred gospel

oriented talks with relegation of speeches on temporal

matters to priesthood and business meetings shurtliff
usually spoke on spiritual or moral themes genealogy

temple work and early experiences in church history
were frequently subjects with shurtliff bearing testimony

47 stake tabernacles whose seating capacity might
reach two thousand provided special meeting places for
conferences and other congregations present day stake
centers provide for multiple ward meeting places and
contain chapels a cultural hall classrooms library
relief society room kitchen baptismal font and offices
for ward and stake officers
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of personally knowing the prophet joseph smith and of

participation in important events in the churchschurche
beginnings he encouraged members of the church to keep

journals and write life stories lewis shurtliff also

liked the congregations in wards and the stake to sing

all the verses of the hymns in church meetings 48
1

shurtliff spoke in a convincing quiet and almost poetic
way with emphasis from the scriptures and current events

often he directed his remarks to the children or to the
young people

A daughter of one of the bishops remembers all
three members of the stake presidency sleeping in the
same large bed while visiting for ward conference when

the bishops wife offered onions with bread and milk at
a meal two members of the presidency declined stating

no thank you I1 love my wife president shurtliffshurtlifshurtliff
accepted the onions saying I1 love my wife but I1 also
love onions 49

the weber stake high council was a group of

twelve men appointed by the stake president to discuss

business oversee religious and civic problems and act

48 constance sophia miller flygare interviews
held in salt lake city utah virginia louisa miller
hokanson interview held in thayne wyoming july 4 1976
josephine smith reinhardt interview held in salt lake
city utah july 17 1976

49harriet aimiraalmira peterson burton interview held
in afton wyoming 1978

Shurtl if f
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in disciplinary action after the 1901 decentralization
the stake presidency and the high council had assignments

to act in liason with the wards in the stake while

lewis shurtliff was bishop it was common for auxiliaries
to be directed from the churchechurchs general hierarchy but

during his presidency of weber stake directions were

rechanneledchanneledre going from general officers to stake

officers to local wards and branches more and more

during the twentieth century high councilorscouncillorscounci helpedlors
administrate stake business 3050 selection of leaders in
newly organized stakes were generally made from the high

council president nils C flygare died 19 february 1908

and was succeeded by high councilor john watson after
president charles F middletonsMiddle deathtons 3 august 1915

president watson became first counselor and high councilor

alva L scovill was called to be second counselor later
george browning another high councilor became second

counselor and was appointed stake president in 1922 at

the death of president lewis W shurtliff
both counselors in the original stake presidency

practiced polygamy but were advised by president shurtliff
to live with only one wife so when the inevitable court

trials were held both middleton and flygare were

weber stake presidency council meetings 1911-
1922 2 october 1917 LDS church archives minutes of
september 16 1905 show release of two members of the
high council on account of old age and deafness

E
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acquitted the stake presidencyspresiden decisioncys to obey the

injunction of the morrell anti bigamy law of 1862 was

probably influenced by franklin D richards who lived
with only one wife and who acted as visible head of

the church the morrell anti bigamy law of 1862 was

not enforced until after the civil war shurtliffsshurtliffe
monogomymonogonymono andgomy his counselors acquittal allowed the

continual leadership of the stake presidency under the

direction of church president john taylor who did not

give up plural marriage but went on the underground

the church leaders developed a highly effective communic-

ation system between general authorities and leaders in the

stakes and wards after president taylors death in
1887 wilford woodruff continued to direct and lead the

church from the underground until he issued the

manifesto in 1890 53 in 18871687 the tucker amendment to

the edmunds act disfranchisedfranchiseddisfranchiserdis the mormon church and the

weber stake became the legal owner of tithing and

properties including cash farm products and equipment

livestock and buildings in weber stake the presidency

of the stake acted in temporal and spiritual matters for
members of the church in the ogden area

gustive 0 larson the americanization of
utah for statehood san marino california the
huntington library 1971 p 167
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while shurtliff was branch president and bishop

in plain city there was no conformity in the administra-

tion of the auxiliaries of the church the mutual

improvement association was directed by leaders in salt
lake city the relief society sunday school and primary

were directed by weber stake general authorities and

president shurtliff gradually channeled all auxiliary
leadership from general boards to stake boards to ward

organizations with general authorities overseeing general

boards the stake presidency and high council overseeing

stake boards and the bishop and ward priesthood leaders

directing local organizations

the female relief society of weber stake was

organized in 1856 54 jane syder richards wife of

franklin D richards presided over all relief societies
in the weber stake from 1877 until 1908 when she was

succeeded by emily shurtliff when jane richards was

set apart by president brigham young she presided over

the first stake organization for women in the mormon

church 5 A relief society stake hall was completed in
1902 and was the first such hailhallhali in the entire church

54arringtonarnngtonarrngton and bitton the mormon experience
p 226 the relief society a womens organization in
the LDS church was organized in nauvoo in 1842 and
dissolved in 1844 the weber stake relief society was
revived eleven years before the church wide reorganiza-
tion of 1876

hunter55 beneath ben lomondsmondslamondsLo peak ppap 438442438 442
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after the 1908 division of the stake lewis shurtliff acted

to turn the hall over to the daughters of the utah

pioneers as a relic hall 6

scottish born richard ballantyne organized sunday

schools in the weber stake in 1862 after he had organized

the first sunday schools in the latter day saint church

before moving to ogden ballantyneBalianballan wastyne stake sunday

school superintendent in weber stake from 1872 until his
death in 1898 shurtliff called young david 0 mckay as

an assistant to the stake sunday school the following

year and he was stake superintendent in 1906 when he was

called to fill a vacancy in the council of twelve apostles
mckay served as an assistant and then as general superin-

tendent of the deseret sunday school union from 1906 until
1934

the primary sunday school MIA ward schools and

weber stake academy were used by the presidency as

vehicles tot reacho the youth of the church and to insure
their activity after the edmunds tucker act suspended

church schools in utah and a tax financed territorial
school system was organized the church established
religion classes and later seminaries one of the

important contributions of the stake presidency was in
a response to a letter written by president wilford

ibid
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woodruff in september of 18881688 to establish a stake
academy As a result of this letter the weber stake

presidency organized the weber stake board of education

those selected to the eight member board were lewis W

shurtliff charles F middleton nils C flygare joseph

stanford robert mcquarrieQuarneMc thomas J stevens david

mckay and louis F moench shurtliff was elected
president of the board b

after several meetings the second ward meeting-

house was selected as the academy meeting place and

supplies were purchased the school opened january 7

1889 with professor louis F moench and edwin cutler
teaching 98 students subjects taught included theology
german elocution history penmanship and vocal music

president shurtliff and president franklin D richards
were on hand for the occasion president shurtliff con-

tinued to visit the school each year on founders day

mienwhenwien funds to run the school were critically low

president shurtliff solicited the help of utah benefactors
or the mormon first presidency to insure the continuance

of the mormon church academy often shurtliff made

private donations to the school at great personal

sacrifice by 1895 the academy was recognized as a

high school in 1916 the school became a junior college

57
ibid
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sanfred willard elieson interview in nauvoo
illinois july 1967 president of the texas mission
lewis warren shurtliff was fond of david 0 mckaymcyay and
joseph fielding smith and predicted that each would
become president of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints
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in 1923 high school work was dropped from the curriculum

and the school became weber college

in 1902 president shurtliff and the board of

education hired david 0 mckay as principal of weber

stake academy mckay served for six years before being

called as a general authority in the mormon church mckay

like shurtliff left an administration marked with orderordel
progress and hundreds of small deeds david 0 mckay as

president of the church of jesus christ of latter day

saints remembered lewis warren shurtliff as a perfect
gentleman and as his ideal and noble example

the shurtliff administration stretched into four

decades filled with numerous activities leadership of

the stake called for overseeing everything from primary

to the old folks committee activities were as varied
as young peoples outings to saltairsultairSal scandinaviantair con-

ferences picnics for salt lake temple workers stake

fund raising fairs or meeting with a bannock and

blackfoot indian tribe being stake president made

shurtliff a traveling man to san francisco st louis
and other large cities to participate in irrigations

ibid
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constance sophia miller flygare interview
salt lake city utah
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conferences to chicago to the world fair and to new

england to search for genealogy of ancestors for the
performance of temple ordinances

leaders in the mormon church during the pioneer
era were active in economic and temporal affairs of the

members as well as in spiritual and religious matters
president shurtliff considered his economic and civic
activities as part of his duty as president of a stake

his activities as county commissioner judge postmaster

and legislator were discussed in an earlier chapter

dealing with his vocational activities
the venerable stake president once indian scout

dressed in buckskin turned pioneer adorned in homespun

now had in turn taken on the look of a well tailored
gentleman in his mature years president shurtliff wore

smooth woolen broadcloth suits with white cambric shirts
with stiffly starched collars and fronts he wore white

silk bow ties purchased by the gross from the larkin
mortuary meticulously dressed he caught the streetcar
each morning for the trip to downtown ogden and his

office in the eccles building or to other parts of the

stake for other matters of church business not infre-
quently he caught the train to salt lake city to confer

with church leaders or attend endowment sessions in the

salt lake

60constance60

che
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one of lewis W shurtliffsshurtliffe closest friends was

joseph F smith a member of the first presidency of the

mormon church during all but the last four years of

shurtliffsshurtliffe presidency parallels in their lives are

interesting both boys drove oxen across the plains

each lost his mother at an early age and each was trained
for work in the church through early missionary work among

the indians and subsequent missions in great britain As

apostle and president joseph F smith gave leadership to

the church of jesus christ of latter day saints As

bishop and stake president lewis W shurtliff gave

leadership to the weber stake

in december 1905 president shurtliff accompanied

president joseph F smith and other church leaders to

sharon windsor county vermont to dedicate a beautiful
granite shaft marking the birthplace of the prophet

joseph smith president joseph F smith dedicated the
monument on december 23 1905 to mark the one hundredth

anniversary of his uncles birth the partyparcy of thirty
visited homesitesho andmesites checked records of early smith

ancestors lewis warren shurtliff and his first wife

louisa catherine smith were descended from many of

these ancestors of joseph and hyrum smith the group

also visited kirtland ohio lewis childhood home and
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other important sites in the history of the

church 61

in the summer of 1906 lewis shurtliff traveled
east again to do further genealogical and historical
research with his soninlawson josephin Flaw smith jr
during the summer of 1907 a number of members of the

reorganized church of jesus christ of latter day saints
engaged in missionary work in salt lake city and ogden

in an effort to reply to assaults made against some not

grounded in the faith president shurtliff invited his

soninlawson josephin fieldinglaw smith to speak in the ogden

tabernacle and defend mormon beliefs the remarks were

later published in the deseret news and in pamphlet form

on lewis warren shurtliffsshurtliffe eighty first birthday

at a july 23 1916 stake conference when president

shurtliff had presided for thirty three years the entire
congregation stood to honor him flowers from every ward

were presented by the children and elder james E talmage

spoke of lewisewislenisllewis11 life and service to the church A

twelve folio page art book with an engraved portrait

joseph fielding smith proceedings at the
dedication of the josephjoseeh smith memorial monument np
nd see also joseph fielding smith personal papers
genealogical papers on the smith and shurtliff families

collected by shurtliff and smith and copied by smith
during a trip to new england in 1905 holograph
54 pages

joseph fielding smith origin of the nreorganreor2anreordan
izediced church 6th ed salt lake city deseret news press
1909
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and biographical sketch of the president was given to

each person at the conference 6

lewis W shurtliff had outlived both his original
counselors charles F middletonMiddiemiddle andton nils C flygare and

his beloved emily who died in 1915 many expected a

release for shurtliff after his being honored for a third
of a century of service on september 19 1916 the

first presidency of the church with president joseph F

smith voice ordained lewis shurtiiffshurtliff a patriarch so he

could bless as well as preside over the members of his
stake 4 shurtliff gave his only patriarchal blessings
on january 3 1920 to his seven living children 65

after the death of president joseph F smith in
november of 1918 lewis W shurtliff was one of the few

leaders in the church who remembered the prophet joseph

smith the following incident was reported in the

october general conference in 1915

pardon me said orrin P miller to jonnjohn watson
at the last semiannualsemi conferenceannual for beckoning
president shurtliff away from you I1 wanted to
give him an easy seat in front you know there are
two unique characters left with us yet one is the
head of the church and the other is a stake
president66president

6scoville63scoville63

66

Scoville one third of a century
journal history september 19 1916 p 5

records of patriarchal blessings vol 383
january 3 1920 LDS church archives

scoville one third of a century p 12

63

64

65
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after emilysemiles death president shurtliff spent

the cold winter months in california he remained healthy

until six months before his death at the age of 87

three days after a stroke on may 2 1922

president lewis warren shurtliff passed away at his
home in ogden utah his funeral was held on sunday

may 7 in the historic ogden tabernacle where he had

preached for more than fifty years president heber J
grant presided and david 0 mckay and joseph fielding
smith of the quorum of the twelve apostles and seymour B

young one of the first seven presidents of the seventy

were in attendance speakers at the funeral included

shurtliffsshurtliffeshucshur counselorscliffs john watson and george browning

judge W W henderson dr edward I11 rich and shurtliffsshurtliffe
bishop T B wheelwright 7 lewis warren shurtliff was

buried in the ogden cemetery in the shadow of lewis peak
Q

and the wasatch mountains 00

67 journal history may 7 1922 ppap 121
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hunter beneath ben lomondsmondslamondsLo peak p 4 lewis
peak is the highest point between observatory and north
ogden canyon being slightly less than 9000 feet high
this mountain was named after lewis W shurtliff since
he was the first of record to climb it
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chapter 6

SUMMARY AND conclusion

lewis appointment as president of weber stake in
1883 caused his seventy six year old father to rejoice
luman had prophesied forty eight years before at his
sonssontssongs birth that lewis would become a great man in

israel As a stake patriarch the elder shurtliff had

foretold his sons service in the church and in an earlier
patriarchal blessing given to lewis by isaac morley a

similar promise was given that lewis would have the right
to preside we have seen from this thesis that lewis

shurtliff filled an important role in the leadership of

the mormon church and that the blessings of his father
of isaac morley and an apostolic blessing each became a

reality
born with a two hundred year legacy of pilgram

and puritan ancestors and raised by campbellite turned
mormon parentsparen shurtiiffsshurtliffsshurtliffetst lifelicilfe paralleledle the growth

and development of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints with the movements of the church and the

shurtliff family through ohio missouri illinois iowa

and utah young lewis was imbued with the seeker and

restorationist views of his progenitors the christian
108
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virtues of his ancestors served as a seed bed for mormon

doctrines lewis believed that the mormon religion was

the restored church of jesus christ and that the saving

powers of the church would be made available to ailallali
through missionary work and genealogy and temple work

from the shurtliff familysfam mormonilys beginnings we can better
understand the genesis of the latter day saints

before his tenth year lewis warren shurtliff had

experienced the mormon expulsion from missouri the death

of his mother and the martyrdom of the mormon prophet

joseph smith the teachings of tender parents the

memory of nauvoo and the idyllic pioneer treck across

america fired young shurtliff with the march of empire

what lewis missed in meager education he gained in the

experiences of pioneering and as a missionary in the
oregon territory

in oregon lewis met and married louisa smith who

inspired the romantic journal that covered the first
thirty years of his life the journal mirrored a boy

turned man as he participated in a mission to the

american natives a mission which included gaining the

trust and confidence of church leaders and in gaining

further experiences as a teamster guide and pioneer

the exciting romance with louisa anaandano the courtship with

a dusky maiden of the rocky mountains was a dominant

theme in shurtliffsshurtliffe journal for nine years lewis and

of
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louisa worked to build up ogden utah and to raise a

family before her death in 1867

the british mission proved much more productive

in terms of mormon converts than the salmon river mission

had been at the end of his proselyting efforts in

britain shurtliff married english convert emily

wainwright his mission and marriage and family

acquainted him with every aspect of the establishment of

zion or the house of israel added to shurtiiffsshurtliffsshurtliffe
contributions of pioneering and colonizing was the work

of gathering people into the mormon fold and raising a

family in the mormon church lewis shurtiiffsshurtliffsshurtliffe activities
are important because they represent the work and actions
of nineteenth century mormonscormonsMor

upon

mons

his return from england in 1870 shurtliff
was appointed leader of the mormon settlement at plain

city in northwest weber county for a dozen years first
as branch president and later as bishop lewis shurtliff
dominated every activity economic and religious in the
mormon communityconununity the churchscburchschurche hierarchy impressed with

bishop shurtliffsshurtiiffsshurtliffe leadership in plain city called him

to preside over weber stake in 1883 it was a task to

which president shurtliff gave full energy for the last
thirty nine years of his life his more than half century

of leadership as a local and regional ecclesiastical
authority was marked with many changes as the church

progressed

ake
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significantly during the four decades of

shurtiiffsshurtliffsshurtliffe presidency the stake came into its own as

an intermediate administrative unit leadership over

the temporal as well as spiritual matters of the stake

with its muititudinessmultitudiness activities required the same rare

skill that shurtliff had exhibited in driving a twenty

mule team scout teamster herder basket maker farmer

pioneer colonizer businessman horticulturist
commissioner judge committee member legislator
postmaster bishop and president each partially describe

the many facettedfacet personalityted of lewis warren shurtliff
whenever the name lewis shurtliff is mentioned

to persons who knew him the characteristics of kindness

and friendship are immediately recalled shurtliff
genuinely loved people he was kind in his role as

husband father friend and leader and his gentleness is
still remembered as a distinguishing trait he loved

not only his fellow men women and children but also

animals and nature many remembered lewisdewis as handsome

an adjective which no doubt defined the inward soul as

well as the physical likeness of the man

shurtliffsshurtliffe aesthetic sense was demonstrated by

his love for the fine arts whether commenting on the

delightful month of june inln the high altitudes of the

idaho rockies the statuary in the berlin museum the

well cared for and designed flower beds around his home

J
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his patronage of the ogden tabernacle choir or activity
in the dramatic society in plain city shurtliff gave

his support to the cultural contributions of the latter
day saints

lewis shurtliff championed the cause of women by

granting to them the guardianship of homes where love

and the social graces were evidenced it is significant

that in view of the mormon concept of plural marriage

shurtliff did not practice or promote polygamy yet he

stressed the quality of marriage and family he

encouraged the enrollment of women in weber stake academy

and other schools and espoused their activity in the

religious life of the community president shurtliff
was especially proud of the weber stake relief society

with its exemplary service to the poor and needy and its
stake relief society hall the sunday schools primaries
young ladies and young men organizations and the weber

stake academy were each bolstered by activities directed
by the president of the stake

we can conclude that louisa and emily and their
children were his inspiration and his love his father
luman andros shurtliff was his example joseph smith

and brighamighambigham young were his ideals franklin D richards
was his mentor and joseph F smith was his best friend
and confidant the doctrines of mormonism and the

teachings of jesus christ were his guide and compass

B

communit
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the successes and failures of the populace of weber stake

from 1883 to 1922 measured in large degree the life of

president shurtliff for he was a prototype of a great
man in israel and a member of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints during mormonismsmonnonismsMormoni firstsms one hundred

years
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