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chapter I11

introduction

statement of the problem

the purpose of this writing is to present a biography

of george reynolds from 1842 to 1872 the first thirty years

thet early years

justification and delimita-
tion of ehethe shudystudy

even though george reynolds was a member of the first
council of seventy a prominent sunday school administrator
private secretary to brigham young and john taylor secretary

to the first presidency during the administrations of brigham

young john taylortaylors wilford woodruffWood lorenzoruffo snow and

joseph F smith the test case on polygamy in the supreme

court of the united states and one of the most prolific
writers in the history of the church of jesus christ of

latterdaylatter saintsday little has been written concerning his
own life

A thoroughathorough biography of his entire life and contri-
bution would be more than the work of any one thesis so this
writing is principally limited to a study of the first thirty
years the years that prepared him for the great contribu-

tions he would make for the faith he espousedespouse

I1

h Stulyt e

f

do
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btheathe

2

method of procedure and
sources of data

this study was made using the historical approach of

doing research the primary sources were the journal of

george reynolds and personal interviews with his five
living children some grandchildrengrand andchildrens a few great grand

children who were especially interested in his life and this
attempt to tell about it

the journalmjournal of george reynolds is in six volumesvolvoi

five

umess

of which are available so far it has been impossible

to locate the second volume even though many of his
descendants have been contacted and asked to help in the

search to find it the dates involved are as followfollows

table 1

the journal of george reynolds

number

6106bgloab

may 8 1861

september 1 186 2

june 19 1863

june 14 1864

april 27 1872

january 20 1881

august 31 1862

june 18 186 2

june 13 1864

april 26 1872

january 20 1881

september I1 1906

atheseathele dates are presumed

he original of the sixth volume is in the posses-
sion of his son clifford M reynolds bountiful utah but
the church historiansHistorian office has a copy of it and the
original manuscript of the other four volumes

foivelve

from to

1

2

4 14p

5 27t

20p

31p

1862a

20v

ss

ts
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the journal starts in may of 1861 when george was

nineteen years old and was called on his first mission for
the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday it is a

daily diary for the first three and onehalfone volumeshalf but on

tuesdaytuesdays june 69 1865 when he arrived in america to start
his trek west he wrotewroteiwroten

from this time I1 kept no regular journal day by daydaysdaye
my journey & other circumstances prevented it but the
following are principal incidents of my life from this
time to the end of the year as I1 can recollect themthemethemo 11

his journal from this date consists of sporadic

entries for the mostroostmoostmoosh part he wrote frequent monthly or

quarterly observations and made it a practice to always

write up each year of his lifelifilfe ase the year closed and he was

about to have another birthday anniversary on january

there are two notable exceptions to this kind of

yearendyear summaryend writing from may 1871 to august 1872 when

he was on his second mission in england he kept a day by

day account again and during his experience in prison from

june 1879 to january 1881 he made careful daily tabulations
of visitors 9 correspondence and his meditations and

activitiesoactivities
sometimes howeverhowe itversverp has been difficult to give a

date to a reference in this thesis so page numbers in the
particular volume have been given in these instances this

george reynoldsReynold journal of george Reynoldreynolds vol
IV june 61 18851885v original in church historians office
salt lake city utah copy in possession of the writerwriters
hereafter cited as reynolds

6

f rom

vis itorso

lgeorge sp st
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is especially common in the long introduction and in the last
volumes when the entries are extensive and take in an entire
years activityactivitye

the journal ends in late 19061906s nearly three years

before his death it was at this time that he became

seriously ill and was not able to write or communicate with

his acknowledged precision a he died on august 99 190919090

for a man who spent his lifelifilfe writing and editing he

was very careless about punctuation and capitalization in

his private journal often he did not punctuate at all and

went from one idea to another with no use of periodsperiperl 9odst semi-

colons or even commas there is so much of this in the
quotes that have been used in this thesis that no attempt

has been made to identify the error each timetimea the same is
true of his capitalizationocapitalizationcapitalizations many sentences do not begin

with a capital letter and often words are capitalized within

the sentence for no apparent reasonreasone the original has been

preserved in all casescasesebasese he was more careful in his lettersletiet 9tersstersotereo

and in his published writings he was meticulous and took

great pains to make them correctcorrectocorrectorcor

in

recto

the personal interviews with his descendants

three other documents were discovered that are of special

interest A copy of a short biographicalautobiographicalauto sketch of

george reynolds written about 1877 or 1878 was found and

used for additional information the original of this
document has not been found A biography of george

reynolds by his daughter alice louise reynolds now in the

9

e

of ten

f rom

in



5

possession of a great granddaughter was used as well one

of the grandchildren had a bound copy of the letters he

wrote and catalogued while on his second mission to england

comprising some 495 pages of correspondencecorrespondences including many

letters to his wife and family this proved invaluable in

getting a more personal impression of the man and how he

felt
the emigration record in the church Historianhistorians

library was studied for the period when george was emigra-

tion clerk for the european mission most other sources

were secondary even the manuscript history of the british
mission has been composed with many references to the
journal of george reynolds while he was acting president

of the european mission in 1871 and 1872

it was rewarding to read some of his writings
published during this thirty year period these were found

mainly in the millennial star and the juvenile instructor
for both of which he not only served as a contributor but as

an editor during the early years of his lifelifilfe thate are

included in this study

definition of terms

many terms used in this writing are peculiar to the
church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday some of them

are as followsfollowstfollow
the term church is used in reference to the church

of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday

def initionanition
MW

st

ts



leslepies patriarchspatriarchy high priest seventy elderelderseidereiders

bishopbishont priestpriests teacher and deacon are terms used to
designate ordained offices in the priesthood of the church

there is a practice in the church to use the title
of elder in reference to all offices of the melchizedek

priesthood this is done in this work especially when

referring to traveling elders or missionariesomissionaries
president is a title used in reference to the

president of the church in most instanceinstances 9 but in this
writing it is also used to refer to the president of the
european mission and branch presidents in that missionmiss

councilcounci
loneionoione

of the seveneyseventy refers to the seven presidents

of the seventy who make up the first quorum of seventy in

the church
quorum of the twelve refers to the council of the

twelve or twelve apostlesApost ofiestlestless the church

the first presidency refers to the highest quorum of

the church consisting of the president of the church and his

counselors

omnaoman womwonmom

6

stakestakes ward and branch are terms used to designate

ecclesiastical divisions of the church conference is a

term used to identify a district in a mission

the term mormon 9 a nickname for members of the church

is sometimes used in reference to the name of the church

itself as in the phrase the mormonmormohmordoh church

saint brotherbrothers 9 and sister are terms used in refer-
ence to members of the churchochurchcharcho

apostleARostbrost

is

in

refer

1 seve refers

ss
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the president of the church is the prophetsprophetprophett seersseeri
and

ames

revelator of the church and is the presiding high priest
over it



rohnijohn

oftheodthe

chapter 2

EARLY LIFE conversion AND FIRST MISSION

here liesllesilesaies an israelite in whom there is no guileaguilemguiles
with these words president joseph fo smith paraphrased the

words of christ about nathanael in paying tribute to george

reynolds at his funeralfunerals george reynolds was dedicated he

was sincere he sought no personal gain or glory in the

building up of the kingdom of god on earth as he served the

church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday from the time he

was a boybay in london until his death at salt lake city in his
sixtyeighthsixty yeareighth

his facherfatherfathers george9 reynolds a master tailor in the
west end of london named his second son george after him-

a A

self in fact his grandfather had the same name as wellveliveil
george

4

was bornbombol in maryleboneMaryl londonebone england on new years
day

see appendixes A and B for ancestral line and
family names

8

1

2

nopersonalgainar

reynolds p

0
3

year I1 s

Os 0 s the 1st of january 1842 at 20 minutes to 7 in the

tohn 147147o1470

2 statementstatemeatmadebymade by polly reynolds hardy twentyfirsttwenty
child

first
of george reynolds and mother of the author personal

interviewsinterview
his3hischis first child a son named frederick died three

weeks after birth and two years before george was

so

borno

4seeasee
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reynolda5reynolda Is 10.10

6seeasee

dishdist 11 bed

ninemorefinemore

7andrewcandrew

9

morning saturdaysaturdayosaturdays there were nine more children born

into this family some of whom joined the church of jesus

christ of latterdaylatter saintsday following their older brotherbrothers

example but george preceded them into the church by four-

teen years or moremoreenoremoreo

his first recollections of the mormonscormonsMor camemons from

conversations in his fathersfathera shop about them

his maternal
grandmother amelia sophia partington tautz hadbad a large
house in london in which she rented rooms to two elderly
womenwomenedomene george lived there most of the time because of the
special interest his grandmother took in him particularly
as to his education for his first twelve yearsyearse living

there also was a lady lodger 11 as he calls herhers 8 who had a

reynolds I1 ia1la

see appendix C for an analysis of his immediate
family and their relationship to the church

andrew jensen LD S biographical encyclopedia I1
salt lake city jensen history cocoocoe 190119361901 20620601936

reynolds I1IV 220

5

6

father t e e e among

the workmen who were sittingsittings tailor fashionsfashionashionqf 11 cross legged

in

9

a circle round a large upright gas burner on his fathers
shopboardt7 even as a boy of seven he was disturbed by the

facetiousacetiousfacetious flippant attitudeattit theyude showed toward things some

sensed as sacred
when he was aboutabautabourabacut nine he came to hear of the church

again through someone in his own household

shopboard e
117

facetious

againthrough ownhouseholdo

q

timebecause

andtheir
ldosp

Saturdayo ninemore



10

maid named sarah white whom they all called marymaryemaryw

now george was a very timid little boy he had a
terrible fear of the darkness he disliked the moonlight
and was in terror of ghostsoghosts one day he summoned up
courage enough to speak to mary and the first thing he
said was mary are you afraid of ghosts the
acquaintance thus strangely begun ripened into intimacy
and george who was of a strongly religious nature
began making enquiries as to whether mary went to churchchurchy
learning from her that she did he obtained his grandmas
permission to go with her she took him to the meetings
of the paddington branch of the church of jesus christ of
latterdaylatter saintsday and he no sooner heard the principles
of the gospel taught by the elders than he was satisfied
of their truth and wished to be baptized then war began
he being so young the brethren would not baptize him
without his parents consent and notwithstanding all his
pleadings and persuasions they remained firm in their
refusal and george had to remain unbaptized for several
years in the meantime george by many childish arti-
fices used to evade his parents wishes and now and then
attend the meetings and visit the saints whom he had met 9

when his parents found out that he continued to defy

their mandate that he was not to attend mormon servicesservi
they

cest
made arrangements when he was twelve for him to continue

his education abroad far away from the influence they felt
was so damaging

in his own words he laments

I1 went to the north london collediatecollegiateColle asicfsicdiate school
for nearly two years where I1 obtained several prizes
for arithmetic rsic geography & good attendance & 4

certificates of merit from there I1 was sent to france
for which I1 started in sept 1854 and remained there tillaugust 1855 at pension charpentier villiers le bei pres
paris the first months of my life here were wretched
in the extreme being sick 0 fever & bowel complaint not
knowing the language never having been from home before
& the unkindness of the boys went to make me perfectly
miserable fricifsici while there

9jensenajensen 1I 207

reynolds 1I 3

r

sic
sic

of

sic therelo

1oreynolds

arsic
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lyplys
if he had to wait until he was that age before he could
be baptized without his parentsparents1 consent he would be
outside the church at the time of that glorious appear-
ing and would be damned

this is a revealing insight into the personality of
george reynolds even at this early age he was figuring
tabulating and calculating atlat the age of fourteen he was

baptized at the somers town branch on may 4 1856 by john

hillierehilliareHil heliere was confirmed the next sunday by george teasdale
the branch president who laherlater became an apostlesapostle on the

last sunday of that year he was ordained a deacondeacons just
beforebeyore his fifteenth birthday and the followingollowingallowing maymayg a year

after his baptism he was ordained a priest and sent out to

jensen 1I 2072070

as9s

biographical encyclopedia 9 commented on thisethischis he knew

reynolds personally and obtained all the information quoted

here from talking to him about his conversion

As the years rolled by the boybay 9 with the feeling
then so prevalent in the church that the coming of the
savior in glory was nigh nigh at handhands

onmayconmay

befbeaore

11

upon his return he resumed attending the meetings

the next springsprings but this time he did not go to the padding-

ton branch where he was knownknownskeowns he went to the somers town

branch where they did not know of his parents feelingsfeeling it
is curious that he should be so anxious at so young an age

to join the church but andrew jensen who wrote the LD S

made an
elaborate mathematical calculation that before he was
twentyonetwenty yearsone old christ would comecomes Consequentconsequently

madean
before

damnedell

earlyage
f
i

1

laterbecame

fifteenthsteenth fol lowing

11

se

damnedell

bea
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preach in the streets
he worked in london during his early teen years

after his return from school in france and served in various

places mostly as a teller or cashier usually livinginliving within

his employers at times he worked for his father and lived

at home but george learned independence very early in lifeilfe
his family finally became resigned to hishie activity and

iliationaffiliationbiliation with the new church and let him go his way even

to the preaching in the streestreetsstreetsestreetie
he was smallemailemali of fsicifrici his age and occasionally some

youthful listener about his own age would advise him to
get a sheet of brown paper to stand upon so that the
people could see him the first time he went out a few
days after his ordination as a priest his companion was
elder francis burrell long since deceased who chose
that wellknownwell londonknown thoroughfarethorough thefaret tottenham court
road as the placep1acepeace to hold forthforthe he borrowed a chair
mounted it and began to talk of the kingdom of godgad that
the kingdom would necessarily have a kinq territory
laws and officers and here comes one cried a voice
in the crowd then a policeman appeared and ordered
brother burrell to move on as no preaching was
permitted at that cornercorners so they moved on george was
not altogether sorry he used in those days to wear a
little round jacket like those we see in the pictures of
the boys of eton and other english public schools he
camcame to the conclusion that if he bought a coat he would
look more like a man and people would listen to him
betterbetters before the next sunday he did so but it was
not altogether a success to use an expression of a
facetious friendfriends it fitted him like a sentry box all
over and touching nowhere in plain english it was too

it is interesting to note that he was baptizedrebaptizedre
three times later in lifeilfe on march 8 1857 between the two
ordinations just mentioned on july 21 1865 by george teas-
dale in the presidents font the day before he married his
first wife mary ann tuddenham reynoldsReynold IVIVO 247 and on
october 5 1875 by george Q cannoncannons at the endowment househousephouses
in accord with the general reformation in the church
reynolds V 111iiilii he was confirmed this last time by

john taylor

12

1 ifee

tohisactivity
affiliaiilation

in
C sic

successto

121t
lifeon

1865p

oe

tse
1

sp

outs

emai
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ensent when he

was called on a missionomissionmissionemiss

george

ionolono

reynolds was ordained an elder on august 30

1860 at the age of eighteen and continued to preach in the
streets of london while still serving in branch positions
nine months later on may 8 186118619 when he was nineteensnineteen he

was called on a fulltimefullfuli missiontime and was assigned to the
london conferencecondon whereference he was asked to be the president of

the third district he resignedrd fromsigned his position with
A webberwebbert esq of berkley square for whom he was working

at the timetimettimes and devoted his complete efforts to what he

considered the work of the lord

jensen I1 2072070

george14 reynolds biographicalautobiographicalauto sketch ofgeorge reynolds

13

large but it answered its purpose george felt more
of a man in it and he took great pleasure in bearing
his testimony week after weeksweek year after year at the
street comerscornerscobers

he was active in the branch as well acting even in

his early teens as th secretary to the sunday school theretheres

which began a lifelonglife servicelong to that organization that
was almost continuous to his death he also was secretary
and later president of the tract society and finally
secretary of the branch all before he was nineteenninetenineteens

written inin18771877 or 187818789 copy in possession
of the writer whereabouts of the original is unknown p 2

13

in his own short autobiographical sketch he wrote

this was one of the veristseveristreveristse csibicsicicsicj trials of my life
being only fifteen years oldoldsoidoids quite small of my age and
very timid and bashfulbash buebutbutsfulsfulpfuis trusting for strengthstr3gth in
the lord I1 overcame these difficulties 11

the

g

thepresident

13jensent IP

20
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he served under william C staines and had respons-
ibility for the proselyting work in his district as well as

for the welfare of the branches and members in the west and

south of london of whom there were over four hundred

priesthood bearersbearer as tabulated below15below3belowbelovbelows

table

315

2

number of priesthood bearers in the third district of
the london conferenceconferences july 1861

name of branch

paddington

chelsea
shepperdsshepperddShepp busherds

lambeth

walworth common

total

number holding
the priesthood

50

73

76

159

62

421

branch presidents
name

peter lavey

thomas clifton
james danzie

joseph L bar foot
james hardy

about three months later somers town branch where

he was baptized and had been active was added to his
responsibilityresponsibilitys

in

16

this first year of his mission fortytwoforty newtwo

members were baptized in the district and eighty saints

reynolds I1 july 9 1861

reynolds iqI1 august 11 1861861s

ce

in

in

le barfoot

15reynoldsp

16reynoldsp
iv

sp



tsihsi

finissinishedlhedi

edsedo there were 577 in the district which was nearly

half of the entire london conference which recorded 1294
members 18

there were the usual joys and disappointments of

missionary work along with the preaching teaching and

office work emigration took a great deal of his time and

attention as it was the 11

15

emigrated from his journal it appears that elder reynolds

was very happy in his calling
on the whole during the past year I1 have learned

much of human character gained much experience in the
nature of things and the laws of the kingdom of god &

I1 believe during no year of my life has my character
been so changed as during this past finished17finishedlfinished

by

17

the end of 1861 even with all the emigration

consideredconsider

0 principle topic of interest
with the saints19saintstsainsaints attst19 the time whole groups of saints from

the branches came to london to get passage when bookings in
liverpool where most embarked were difficult or impossible

elder reynolds helped them with their train schedules
passage by boat and even with their luggage and supplies

for the crossing he was so busy he did not visit his
parents in london more than once a monchmonthmonths lodging most

nights with members or sleeping at the district officeoffices

the saints were generous and gave him the physical support

reynolds I1 december 31 186118610

1818reynoldsoreynolds I1 january 14 186218620

19reynoldsReynold I1 february 28 18620

chiracter

17reynolds 31p

28p

17

sp



lo10 barfootBarfoo who became a lifelonglife
friend

long

even in the years after they both emigrated to itahoufcahutaho

he did not have this warm rapport with or admiration for the

branch president of paddingtonpaddingtono he felt he was the best man

available but the branch was small and the members there a

little worldlyworld inlyelyoiye chelsea he found the spirit of brotherly

love most gratifyinggratifyinge

16

he needed both in money and in clothes since his family

was not in any way converted to his occupationooccupations

his brief impressions of the branches he labored

with are revealing at Lambetlambeth the largest with about 230

members he thought the feeling was lively with a large
group of priesthood holdersholhoi hederso greatly admired the branch

president theretheres joseph L

they are really one large
family who require very little governinggovern brangoingoange clifton is ably

20
seconded by the great majority of the priesthood 0 0 0 10

br danzie the president of shepdshead fricifsici bush is a severe

commanding man yet with every desire to do good99goodo elder
reynolds sympathized with the trouble and time it took

president danzie to get his two branchesbranc includinghespheapheas the one

at walworth common at this timetimes to assimilate
some of the problems elder reynolds had to grapple

with during these years as a very younyoung missionary are

interestinginterest thereingeingo were fights between brothers and sisters

reynolds 1I july 25 186118619

reynolds I1 july 25 186118610
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parents and children husbands and wives some even culm-
inating in separations that the branch presidents had to work

out including maintenance payments of course elder rey-

nolds who was only nineteen or twenty years of age at this
timetimes was consulted as the district president in these
domestic squabbles

several cases of fornication and adultery were

brought before him for recommendation to disfellowship or

excommunicateexcommunicates one brother would not give up his mistress
even though he knew the gospel was true because he felt that
leaving her would precipitate her suicide A sister was

seduced by her master for whom she served as a servant girlgirls

another brother was cut off for whoredom but was offered
rebaptismre ifbaptism he would repent and go on a mission to switzer-

land
some of the problems were so ridiculous that they

were almost funny one member stood on the street corners

of london with a sign which read I1 am starvingstarvingttstarvingei another
man a visionary claimed he was christ and wrote ridiculous

letters to other members of his branch he finally invited
one member and his wife to dinner and served a plum pudding

baked in the shape of a child over which he proceeded to
pour winevine he said the wine was blood and made them kneel

down and pray over this preparation after his excommunic-

ation he continued to write letters to the membermembersmembersp still
claiming he was christ and greatly distressing them

g ivelve

off for offered
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edsedt even more drunkdrunks to get her husband who was also
at the meeting and received much physical and verbal abuse

from her about fiveivelve months later and after a fightight with

still another sister giving her a black eyeeyes she was

excommunicated for staging a violent attack at a branch

meeting on young sister tuddenham of whom she was inordi-

nately jealous this time having pinned her to the wall

there were spiritual experiences tootoostooa A sister
moss woke her husband one night alarmed that she had heard

a heavy knock when they investigated and found no one

aroundarounds she announced that she knew a certain sister hand

was going to die sister hand was old and blind and was

supported by brother moss sister moss rushed over to

sister hand home and arrived in time for sister hand to
die in her arms there was prophesying in the branches as

well as speaking in tongues which was always interpreted

elder reynolds blessed oil and anointed the sick on many

occasions with great manifestations but one ime he

18

another sistersisters margaret wrightwrights frequently came to

the meetings drunk and started fights interestingly enough

the very first mention elder reynolds makes of his future

first wife mary ann tuddenham is in connection with the
abuses of this member it seems she physically attacked
mary annanns who was only fifteen at the timetimes and raised a

real uproar at the largest meeting they ever had at that
branch her own brother finally took her away but she

returnreturned

f
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I1

powerpover 022

mesmee

himehimo

edsedo fasted from

breakfast this day saturday november 9 1861 to monday

morning 7 meals 48 hours for additional strength of body &

29manly powelwpowerw

he also turned to phrenological analysis to build

his confidence and had several readings made of the bumps

on his head when one considers that he later had three
wives and thirtytwothirty childrenchildrenstwo the following quotation from

one is rather amusing

you are not very partial to the opposite sex but
when you are married you will be a kind & affectionate
husbandhus youbandabando are very fond of children and like to see
them play & enjoy themselvesthemselveso also you like to fondle
with them you are not inclined to marry early23early

he

23

was an introspective and shy young manmanomane his self
analysis is more perspicacious

with regard to myself I1 find considerable dificultydifficulty
fricifsici in presiding being better able to do as I1 am told
than to tell others what to do feeling my youth
inexperience and various other things working against
me I1 sometimes feel bowed and broken down with
responsibilities of my position yet realizing all the
time that I1 have been placed in it by gods sic
servants and to do any less than walk into that position
would be dishonouring him I1 know I1 desire to obey
council yet sometimes find a difficultydificulty in guarding my
tongue from telling things that should not be told and
find no dificultydifficulty in obeying it but the dificultydifficulty lies

reynolds I1 november 9 1861

23reynoldsp

19

lamented his inability and lack of influence when a child
died sometime after an administration

he was very anxious about his responsibilities and

his ability to cope with them and reportreported

reynolds I1 march 13 1862

T 1nd
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I1 often findind my quiet
disposition against me as in visiting the saints I1
have little to say and let them do the talking in this
I1 expect to change2

throughout his life he was deeply concerned about

his public speaking being timid when performingperformingell he

often commented about the times he felt free in his address

and how pleasing this was to him that he could feel so this
type of entry is common in his journal during these early
years in the mission fieldfieldefields

he admired those who labored with him and especially

revered the general authorities who visited andor presided

over the missionmissions his impressions of the first general

authorities he ever met are very interestingointerest followingingo is
what he wrote of amasa M lyman charles C rich and

george Q cannoncannons

I1 may not be here out of place to express my feelings
at the present time with regard to myself and those by
whom I1 have been surrounded of those who take the
immediate charge of the mission I1 can only say that as
far as I1 can judge they are all they can teide expected to
be men of godgod9goda

changechanged 2 talkibalkingonge

aoqo

20

in governing controlingcontrollingcont androling bringing my own feelings
passions and desires into complete subjection to my will
and of making gods will my will and his spirit my spirit
I1 find in me to fricifsici often a man fearing cringing
disposition and to often look upon what my position is
as though it was only a man I1 was working for forgetting
that there is A god in iv

0 9 br lyman when in council can look
you through and I1 believe tell the secrets of your
heartsheartso 0 if i had done wrong I1 feel as though I1 could
not but confess it e 0 br lyman of the three does the
most of the talking br rich the least br lyman is very
reserved compared with the others while br rich is
very conscious fsicfsicifriciasic very severe on evil doers yet
kind & affectionate as a husband father or friend br

reynolds I1 july 25 1861

e
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PORTRAITS OF GEORGE REYNOLDS THE EARLY YEARS

figure 1

george reynolds
at seventeen

figure 3

george reynoldsraynolds at
twentythreetwenty

figurefigura

three

2

george reynoldsraynolds
at nineteen
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cannon is most homely affable & pleasing and wears a
constant smile and you forget the apostle in the friend
and brother25brother

george

25

reynolds became secretary of the london con-

ference as well as being the district president over several
branches his father died november 179 1862 and he spent

some time settling his fathers affairs for his mother he

finished this family business by the end of 1862 just in
time to be ready for the next calling the mission author-
ities had for him

all in allf this first mission was a growing

experience for george reynoldsReynold one that helped prepare him

for future service in the church to which he would devote

his life he summarized his own feelings as follows I1

try to be as kind as I1 can and want to see the brethren and

sisters alive to their positions & callings there is a

general good feeling spread over the mission

reynolds I1 july 25 1861

reynolds26reynoldss I1ip july 25 186118610
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chapter 3

MISSION SECRETARY AND emigration CLERK

early in the year 1863 george reynolds was released
as a traveling elder in the london conference and was called
to liverpool to be the secretary to george Q cannon and

emigration clerkcleric for the entire european mission he arrived

there on february 17 president cannon was then the presi-

dent of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday in

the british isles and adjacent countries including germany

hollandHolhoi francelandslando and all of scandinavia

george had the privilege of traveling some with

president cannon in the british isles and throughout europe

as well as fulfilling the duties he had of keeping the books

for the mission and the liverpool branch at just twentyonetwenty

years

one

of age he was responsible for the tithing reports

statistical reports and especially emigration arrangements

his duties became so involved that in december of 1863

president cannon called an assistant to help him robert R

anderson by namenames anderson took over the local accounts in

the liverpool branch and george continued with his respons-

ibilities of the whole european mission and emigration

his title is used in the manuscript history of
the british mission 1863

reynolds III111illililils1119liis december 26 1863
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on june 129 1864 his duties were increased when he

was set apart as president of the liverpool branchbranche he

enjoyed this responsibility for about one year until he

emigrated to utah in his journal he reveals that the

branch suffered from too much overshadowing from the

presidency of the mission and frequent visits of general

authorities
one instance in point occurred july 24 1864

pioneer day when a conference was held at which george Q

cannon spoke and orson pratt also gave several sermons the
announcement of these two speakers drew the largest crowd in

the history of the branch they held three meetings that
day all of which were very well attended large crowds of

this size could not help but please a branch presidentpresidenpresidents yet
george felt the members were not developing as they should

the liverpool branch was at one time one of the
largest in the kingdom & in the time of the prescycrescy of
brobroebrow 0oe pratt an attendance of nearly 1000 was the
general average on a sunday evening but from then it
fell off greatly not only in numbers but in spiritspiritsspirite the
constant presence of the first presidency instead of
proving a benefit to it seemed rather to retard its
progress for these reasons the priesthood had little
means of developing themselves in the way of preaching
through there being always some of the higher author-
ities there to toinstructinstruct the people & the saints being so
used to hear these brethren were not willing to give
such head sic to the teachings of the local priesthood
& did not even think of or place so much honor on the
visits of the authorities at the other branches who were
less highly favored these things caused a dullness and
carelessness in the saints again they were not so
united as most branches as they came from almost allparts of the kingdom english irish scotch & welch
they did not amalgimateamalgamate sicibici as well as most saints doedoIS

12
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many of them had been in the church very many years and
came to liverpool to try & get emigrated

george

43

wrote that he loved the men he worked with

even if he did see this problem in the liverpool branch

caused by their frequent participation it was in the next

month that president cannon was called back home to utah

after carrying his friends luggage aboard the ship
george had to say a hasty goodbye to this man with whom he

had been so closely associated

I1 can scarcely say with what feelings of regret I1
parted with him who had been to me so much of a fatherather
friendfriend& & brother as to my own feeling I1 can say I1
loved him much & as to others I1 do not think it too much
to say he was universally belovedbelbei hisovedo kind tender
unasumingunassuminguna fricifsicisuming disposition so ready to oblige so
careful of others feelings rendered him an object of
affection where ever he wentvent or whatever circumstances
he was placed in 4

president cannon was to work with george on many more

church assignments and be his lifelonglife friendlong but never

were they more close than in these first years of acquaint-

ance in the mission laboring together presidentpresPrep cannonident
gave george a silver watch before he left that george

treasured all his lifeilfeilzeilses 9 attaching it as he did to a silver
chain that he inherited from one of his great uncles

it

5

was president cannon representing brigham young 9

reynolds IVIVP august 20020920.0 186418640

reynolds4reynoldst IV august 27 1864

alice louis reynoldsReynold biography of george reynolds
unpublished account written by his daughter in possession of
his oldest great grandchildgrandc evelynhildshildo reed robbins spring
ville utahutahs ppap9 330

emigrated43
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could never be replaced said

in brother cannons psicasic

esteemegteem

26

who later asked george reynolds to be the tsttest case for
polygamypolygam president cannon was the most frequent visitor
next to georges two wives 9 while he was in prison after the
polygamy trials george went with president cannon when the

latter called karl G maeser to be principal of the brigham

young academy george also worked for years with george Q

cannon when both served on the deseret sunday school boardboardsboarde

finallyFinalfinai helyplys filled president cannons position as general

assistant superintendent to the president of the church when

the head of the sunday school was the president of the church

and the assistants actually did most of the administrating of

the auxiliary
george made up several special reports for president

cannon to take to brigham young in august of 186418640 one of

them is shown in table 3

daniel H wellswellsowelisweils of the first presidency of the

church became the new president of the european mission on

august 18 1864 just before president cannon left brigham

youngyoungs junior came with president wellswellseweilswelis it was not long

before george who thought his friend george Q

departure I1 lost a valued
friend & adviseradvisersadvis anderserv at the time thought his place
could not be supplied in my affections but prespros wells
fsicrsicarsic continued & never varying kindness has won my
love & esteem so that I1 do not in the least miss brobroobroe
G Q C

6reynoldspreynolds IV december 31 1864
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table 3

statistics of the european mission
1855 1863a
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his friendshipriendpiend withvithwiship presidentth wells was also one

that lasted a lifetime it was he who performed the ma-
rriage of george to his second wifwifebif amelia jane schofield

7and sealed him to five distant cousins who were dead

at the end of 1864 george reported that there were

19300 members in the european mission then under president

wells
during the administrations of presidents cannon and

wellswellsoweilswelis 9 while george was emigration clerkclerks the rate of

emigration to zion was unusually high the spirit of em-

igration was so strong that some members became overzealous

in their effortsforts to come to utah one membermembersmemberg 9 jamesmojames asossomoss

died of consumption M

on the following page is a table show-

ing the companies of saints who emigrated during the three
years george was emigration clerks in 1863 1864 and 186518650

in 1863 over 3646 members emigrated in six ships

from liverpool this is the largest grouproup to ever emigrate

during a one year period with the exception of the year 1855

in which over 42254p225 left in thirteenhirteenbirteen shipships 9

the largest group to emigrate up to 1864 left on a

ship called the monarch of the sea in company 127 with 974

see appendix D for the names of the wives
reynolds I1Is april 27 1862

informationinformation calculated from an analysis of church
emigration in church historians office salt lake city
utah
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liverpool liverpool

london

liverpool

ei 31

havmaymavhay

8

anders

W

winberg

636

all

from

denmark

norway

and

sweden

hamberg

june

14

1865

132

david

hoadlehoadley

liverpool

may

10

william

underwood

24

all

from

england

information

liverpooff

summarized

june

fr

19

om

volume

three

of

church

emigration

in

enchurchinchurch

church

historians

office

salt

lake

city

utah

N g a
e

compancompany

i

countries

to

table

4
0

a

european

mission

emigration

18631865

1863

year

1865

company
dumbernumber

name

of

ship

embarked

from

date

nbarkedembarked

date

landed

in

charge

of

the

company

umbernumber

of

ailtsaintssaints

in

umethe

countries

from

which

emigrants

came

1863

121

john

J

boyd

april

30

william

W

cluff

767

mostly

from

denmark

and

sweden

with

some

from

norway

liverpool

june

1

england

ireland

scotland

wales

germany

and

america

1863

122

B

S

kimball

may

9

hans

peter

lund

657

mostly

from

denmark

and

sweden

with

some

from

england

Liver

poolT

june

13

1863

123

consignment

may

9

anders

christensen

37

mostly

from

denmark

with

some

from

sweden

june

20

1863

124

antarctic

may

23

john

needham

775

mostly

from

england

and

norway

with

a

few

from

eleven

other

liverpool

july

10

coun

triess

ireland

scotland

wales

france

holland

switzerland

germany

italy

denmark

sweden

and

america

1863

125

cynosure

may

30

david

M

stuart

775

mostly

from

england

with

some

from

ireland

scotland

and

liverpool

july

19

wales

1863

126

amazon

june

4

william

brammell

895

mostly

from

england

and

wales

with

some

from

scotland

eondondoc

july

19

ireland

holland

austria

and

one

from

poland

1864

127

monarch

of

the

sea

manlaaprilmamma

28

john

smith

974

mostly

from

denmark

norway

and

sweden

with

some

from

Live

mool

june

3

england

ireland

scotland

wales

germany

america

and

one

from

russia

1864

128

general

mcclellan

xavmaymavxaymab

21

thomas

E

jeremy

802

mostly

from

england

ireland

scotland

and

wales

with

some

liverpool

june

23

from

denmark

norway

sweden

and

america

1864

129

hudson

june

3

john

M

kay

863

mostly

from

england

ireland

scotland

and

wales

with

some

liverpool

july

19

from

holland

switzerland

germany

france

and

america

1865

130

belle

wood

april

29

william

H

shearman

558

mostly

from

england

ireland

scotland

and

wales

with

liverpool

may

31

some

from

france

switzerland

america

and

eight

from

india

1865

131

1
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members of the church aboard 10 presiding patriarch john

smith was in charge of this group

company 131 which sailed on the B S kimball had a

tragic voyage with an outbreak of measles and scarlet fever
which took the lives of twentyfourtwenty children and three adults
at sea

the group that boarded the hudson 9 company 129 had

an unusually long voyage some fortysixforty dayssix in crossing

it was on this ship that george reynoldsreynolds1reynoldsn fianceefiancees1 mary ann

tuddenham emigrated with her parents one brother and two

sisters she was then sixteen years oldoidoldsoids four years younger

than he

also aboard wasvas a woman named sarah burrell to whom

george had been previously engaged when he was nineteen in

london she was twentyfivetwenty atfive the time of her emigration

and six years his senior sarah was very bitter about his
changing his mind and transferring his affections to polly
as he called mary ann sarah complained about this to the

branch president who had given his approval of her engagement

to george she also complained to president cannon who had

approved georges engagement to polly president cannon

advised sarah to forget this lost love and find someone else
to marry when george emigrated to utah over a year after

tonly one other group to leave europe was ever
larger the one to sail on the wisconsinWisco julynisin 2 1873 which
had 976 members on it just two more than the monarch of the
sea at this sailing

senior
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sarahsarahs she went to heber C kimball and objected to his

telling george to get his endowments with polly president

kimball advised george to wait until brigham young returned

from his trip to southern utah before he married sarah
wrote to brigham young about her disappointment

dear president brigam G S L city
I1 hope you will not think this a liberty of me writ-

ing thes few lines to you but cercumstancescircumstances hav caused
me to do so having been engaged to george reynolds for
two years and a half and him having probestpromest me at the
time to make me his wife and telling me that the steps
that he had had cricicsiciesic taken was bearing with him through
all eternityeturnity and after all the covemantscovernantscovenantsCoveCover thatnantsmants he has
maid me I1 have found out that he wishes to git maryed to
annothernotherannetheran

I1 wanta ask if it is not right for him to fulfill
the covernantvernantCo that he has maid to me first beforbedfor he take
annothernotherannetheran as I1 feelfee my happynesshappinesshappy isness depending on his
fullnesstrufullnesstru to me for I1 still return that love for him
that I1 never can for annothernotherannetheran

I1 remamerecame your sister
in the gospellgoshell of peace
sarah burrell

this letterlettersietter dated julyjulys 18651865p was delivered when

brigham young was out of town george aoqeqo cannon explained

the circumstances when president young returned and sarah
came to see him about her letter brigham youngs reply to
her was the same as president cannonsCan hadnonos been in england

at least a year before he added however that she should

not follow george about and that she should wait until he

wanted her

her letter has so many errors in it that no attempt
has been made to identify each one it is printed here as itis spelled and punctuated in the original

sarah burrell to brigham youngyoungs july 1865 located
in the church historians officeoffices salt lake city utah
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what irritated george most about sarah was her way

of clinging to him and demanding his attention when he was

busy with church affairs which he considered more important

after one such incident he wrote told her if ever such a

thing occuredoccurred again 9 I1 would break off my engagement to her

as the priesthood must with me stand firstirstarst in 1861 he

had considered emigrating with her the following year but

he cancelled those plans when he received his first mission

call although he saw her almost every day his interest
cooled as his mission labors took more and more of his

attention she said she would never give him up even

threatened revenge however 9 george never did marry her

even though he entered into polygamy later in his life he

married three living women and had six others who were dead

sealed to him she was not one of themothem 14

while on his mission in londonlondono george had written a

letter to george Q cannon that was published in the
millennial star but his first really creative effort to be

published was in 1863 many others were to follow starting
a long career of writing that became a dominant interest in

his life these first efforts are listed in table 50

circulation for the millennial star at this time was

about 5000 george was called some six years later to edit

1 reynolds I1 december 13 1861

see appendix D for more information about the nireninenir
women who were sealed to him
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table 5

articles in
by G

article title

real and imaginary

how shall we be better
life contrastscontrast A poem

first impressions

the supernaturalsupernaturasupernature

it must be true
the harmony of the gospel

extremes of character
the influence we wield
post prophesying

rilillriilii ask counsel

the religion of every day life 1865

wisdom and knowledge

ainformation gathered from the index to the
millennial star and the journal of george reynolds beth
oyler compjlcompejocom indexpJ to the millennial star 1 part 3
ppap 776 777

the millennial
eorgegeorge reynolds
186318651863

year

1865

1863

1863

1863

1864

1864

1864

1864

1864

1864

1864

1865

1865

star

vol

25

25

25

26

26

26

26

26

26

26

27

27

27

pages

464

212213212

6

704

213

3638

449451449

533534533

451

593595593

534

657660657

595

756760756

660

819821819

760

117118117

821

227

118

260261260 261
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and publish its pages upon his return to england on his
second mission in 1871 but it was while on his first mission

that he started to write
As early as december of 1864 brigham young and

president wells were making plans for george to emigrate

president wells released him on april 26 1865 but george

traveled to scandinavia until may 15 with president wells as

his last assignment he gave his farewell address to the
liverpool branch on may 18 and a man by the name of hood

replaced him as the branch president there he had already
said his goodbyes to his mother and his brothers and sisters
in early march president wells brigham young juniorjuniors and

their wives came to the ship to see him off he who had

arrangedarr theanaed passage of thousands of saints to america in
very large groups traveled alone as the only member of the
church on that ship in may of 1865

he wrote the following of his feelings at the times
my departure from england under such favorable

circumstances for zion has greatly added to my joy &

thankfulness to god my father for his deliverencedeliverenceoliverencedeliverancede I1 am
thankful that with all my follies I1 have the interest
of the kingdom of heaven nearest my heart and hope by
the mercy of heaven to continue to increase in good &

beget more useful in the land I1 am going to than I1 have
yet been I1 am now in the loth year of my history in
the church during which time I1 have nearly all the
while been engaged in some active position in the work
and I1 am now going to zionzions if I1 know my own heartheartthearts to
do the will of god allailali the days of my lifelifilfe by the
blessing of above that I1 may be saved with the
righteous 15

reynolds15reynolds15 IV may 27 186518650
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chapter 4

emigration AND EARLY LIFE IN UTAH

george reynolds sailed on the persia fromsrom liverpool
saturdaysaturdays may 20 1865 at 330 pompm he had a stateroom to

himself berth 163 and was the only mormon on board he

wrote that he enjoyed the voyagevoyages learned to play shuffle
boardboards and won the lottery in which twentyfivetwenty passengersivefivelve
put a pound each and drew numbers the one who drew the
number nearest the mileage for the daydays won the pot he

drew 333 and came the closest 1

on wednesdayswednesday may 31 they sighted land at 400 pm

but did not disembark at new york until about 1000 pmpomo that
night the crossing took them only twelve daysdayse

the next daydays george hired a small boat and went on

board the belle wood which had sailed from liverpool on

april 29 with 558 members aboard and was anchored in the
harbor this ship had arrived the day before he landed

being at sea thirtytwothirty daystwo he spent the first few days

in the united states helping with the arrangements to get

these saints train passage to wyoming on the first sunday

he spent in the new world he went to williamsburg and spoke

at the branch meeting there in the adelphi hotel

reynolds IV may 29 186518650
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finally at 600goo pm on mondaymondays june 12 twelve days

after he arrived in americaAmericamericas george started his own trek
across the country for zion he traveled at first with only

one companioncompani williamonsont S godbe who did a great deal of

traveling between the east and west on business at this time

they went by way of niagaraNiaga

we stopped 12 hours visiting mr schuttler &

other merchants with whom mr G did businessbusibusl 9nesst in the
evening went to colocolcoiocoi taylors museum where we saw
lucrecia borgia performed at midnight started again
on our journey passing quincy at noon on thursday
june 152 and reaching st loe fricifsici on the morning of

friday june 16 when we immediately started

arrived at fort keameykearneydeamey on tuesday june 20 &

had to stay the night there being no stage & no probabi-
lity of one but one of the line agents happening to
wanting sic l

1 to go forward they started us next morning
wed june 21 in a coach with one side & the top off

for which we were quite thankful as other passengers had
had to stay 9 days & only got off the day before 4

the three men arrived in denver the following

the dates in the parentheses are written between
the lines in his journal in another ink and perhaps even
another hand

reynolds IV 237
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or
city we soon ran agroundground but in the course

of a few hours got off again the voyage was a very
slow & tiresome one owing to the vessel being over-
crowded with passengers & soldiers the 8thath missouri
bound for service on the plains we reached nebraska
city on sunday morning the 18th of june0juneojunea

at the start of their second week of the journey 9

they were joined by william H shearman in nebraska city and

left for fort kearney by stage
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saturdaysaturdays three days later 9 having had a few indian scares

along the way there was a sioux war going on at the time

so they were escorted all the way from fort kearney to
denver by some of the united states cavalrycaval

owing

ryeryo

to the great cry about indian troubles in
front and scarcity of annimalsAnni csickcsictmals throughthrouah their thefts
we were unable on any terms to get a satisfactory reply
as to when we could continue our journey by stage at
any rate we were given to understand we should have to
wait a week at least so bro godbe determined to get an
outfitoutfiloutfi of his own & trusting in the lords protecting
care & our own vgilencegilencewilence start by ourselves for our
home in deseret 5

they left denver with their own outfit of a light
wagonwagonsvagon 9 two horses 9 and provisions that same day in the early
evening and camped ten miles out later they traded one of

the horses at little laramie for two miles to make travel
through the mountains more safeosafecafeo

there was even more danger of indian attack as they

progressed from denver to the salt lake valley
25 head of horses were carried away by the indians

just after we rolled out in fact we had indian troubles
arroundaground csickcsic3ealiclealick us all the time but by the protection of
our heavenly father we got through safe without a hair
of our heads being injured our plan was generally to
rise shortly before day break harness upuppups drive for 3
or 4 hourshowsfhowff breakfast about 8 or 9991 staying 2 hours 9 on
again till near sun down stay for 1 or 2 hours and then
drive on for three or four hours stopping shortly before
midnight in this way we evaded indian attacks stop-
ping suddenly & lighting no fireireficelre picketing out the
animals & retiring quietly to bed & being off again
before sun rise this plan enabled us to average about
60 miles a day 0
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around virginia dale they were disturbed by indians

in the nights without serious incident but when they reached

fort halleck they were not allowed to go on alone they

accompanied the stage and its escortescorteescarte it was on their way

to sulphur springs that they came the closest to real dangerdangers 9

being openly chased by the indians the three of them were

about an hour behind the stage at the time george was

M sick with a head ache through being jolted for so

many hours 1 he was resting in the back of the wagon and

did not realize the danger until it was past and they were

safe at the settlement
on sunday july 29 they reached the green river and

came to the settlements along the weber river on the fourth
of july the spring rains had washed out the roads and they
spent most of one day trying to clear another in a heavy

downpour of rain up to their waists in water on wednesday 9

july 59 they finally abandoned their wagon about twentyeighttwenty

miles

eight
from salt lake godbe went for help on one of the two

mules they hadhadyhads 9 and shearman and reynolds packed the other
with their trunks

41 0 we left the mule & luggage at hoopers ranch
I1 being greatly fatigued & we walked climbed & forded
until we reached the big mountain when it was with thegreatest difficulty I1 reached the summit at sun down
half way down the other side we found the gearing of a
wagon with a spring board across waiting for us on
this we sat until we reached G S L city about 11 pm
on the ath5th july 8

reynolds IVIVP 2432430
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ljohnijohnajohn tuddenham mary anns father and later father
inlawin tolaw george reynolds was a contractor by professionprofessionoprofessions
he did the work on the old deseret gym and presiding bishops
office oquirrh sumner and jackson schools the large smoke
stack in murray utah and among other things supervised
the work on the church administration building and the hotel
utah information obtained from maude martain ogden grand-
daughter of george reynolds and greatgranddaughtergreat ofgranddaughter john
tuddenham personal interview july 2 1970

llreynoldsllpeynoldsll IVReynolds july 6 186518650
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thus george reynolds made his trek across the plains
in june of 1865 in twentythreetwenty daysthree in some danger but

without serious mishapmishaps

the next day after some morning shopping george

went to the presidents office to meet brigham young

several of his friends who had emigrated from england before
met him there he made special note in his journal that he

renewed his association with his great friend george Q

cannon one of the quorum of the twelvetwelveotwelvemo 9 then he was

privileged to meet the prophet of the church and heber

kimball his counselor

that evening george went to see his fiancee mary ann

tuddenham who lived with her father john tuddenham0 he

had not seen her for over a year he wrote I1 was pleased

to findind her well & bearing the same feelings as I1 had

expected towards me as when she leftlef me in the old

country 11

george had asked brother tuddenham if he could marry

his daughter two years before on july 24 1863 when he was
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1 9twenty and she seventeen about seven months later 9

after he moved to liverpool to be president cannons
secretary he wrote and asked her to register their names

for marriage in london where she livedlivedo she went with her

father to do so around the tenth of aprilaprils 1864 then when

her father decided to emigrate with his family there was

some discussion as to whether she should go with her father
or marry george in england george consulted with president
cannon before the latter went to london on business and wrote

about the advice the president gave upon his returntreturns
pres cannon returned from london he told me that

mary ann tuddenham was so unwell from cough & cold
that he feared she was consumptive & that he thought she
had better go to leon where the change of climate would
do her good and that we had better not get married
this for a few moments seemed a great blow to my hopes
but I1 realized that I1 had prayed that god would dictate
bro C to give me such council esicaesiclosic as would be for our
good and I1 accepted his as being for the best & conse-
quently though somewhat dissapointed osic that things
had gone thus far & had now to be given up I1 felt
cheerful & happy knowing that my heavenly father had
ever overruled all things for the best as long as I1
continued faithful to beimfeimbelm and thanked him for his
mercy & guardian care10

the tuddenhamsTud haddenhams emigratedemigrate mary ann with them in
june of 1864 and george came over a year laterlatero the only

thing that kept them from getting married immediately was

the objection of sarah burrell who felt george should marry

her instead 14

reynolds III111ili july 24 1863

reynolds III111iti april 15 186418640

i14see amchapter 3 for the details and letter pertain-
ing to this sisters claim
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1I left him it being a good situation in allrespects but one & that was mr Js irratableirritableir osicratable
temper caused great unpleasantness to those who worked
for himhimphims & his outbursts of passion often scared me &

rendered me very nervous I1 however had a situation
offered me by elder G teasdale in the tithing store
which I1 acceptaccepted and to which I1 went ath4th december I1

reynolds IV 247

aliceallceaiice louise reynoldsReynold biography of george
reynoldsReynold ol01 p 3
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on july 21 george and polly as he usually called
mary ann were baptizedrebaptizedre in the presidents font by george

teasdale who also confirmed their baptisms they were

married the next daydays on july 229 1865 in the endowment

house heber C kimball performed the sealing for time and

eternity 15 george was twentythreetwenty andthree mary annannsannj nineteen

at the timetimestimey both converts and immigrants from london

england their second daughter alice louise commented

years later on the circumstances at the himestirneitimesbimesternei

father told me that together they had only fifteen
cents but that was not the whole story for they had
paid rent on a little home for six months and had put in
a supply of groceries william jennings met them at the
gategatesgater as he left the temple grounds and engaged father
to be his bookkeeper so all was well t

george started working for jennings the largest
merchant in the territory on mondaymondaysMonda julyyv 24 1865 I1

being the day of annaversaryversari cricicsici of the entrance of the
pioneers to GSL valey bicisici 17 he was employed by him

until december 2 of that same year he wrote the following

of this in his journaultjournaltjour
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was however only able to attend 8 days the first week
owing to a very large sty in my eye which prevented me
seeing to write on the thirteenth of the month I1 was
moved to the presidentsPresipresl officedentts to post up the arrears
of the books lately kept by bro thos ellerbeck which
occupied me for some months 18

george was not well this whole first winter in

americaamericas and his wife also came down with a severe fever
he administered to her and she t afterwards enjoyed

better health than she had done previouslyprevious

their first child a boy they named george tuddenham

reynoldsReynold was born on may 27 1866 at noon he was prem-
ature very small and apparently dead jane atkinson the
midwife w a very clever woman as well as one of great

faith calleddalledballed me to administer to it this first
child of his thirty ewotwohwo lived and was blessed on the eighth
day after birthbirths an old testament custom which george tried
to observe in his own large family he was sickly and

retarded for most of the sixteen months of his short lifeilfe
which ended on september 30 1867 george wrote he so

rapidly decomposed that we had to bury him that afternoon

reynolds IV 24824924822902482240
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912 see appendix E for more information about his

children
observation made by the author from the entries

in the journal made after the birth of each of his thirty
two children
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losios 189018909 a little over twentyfourtwenty yearsfour later
he served as a general authority among the seventies for
nineteen years after that

he was appointed as a teacher and the secretary of

the newly organized eighth ward sunday school in the spring

before his first child died he started to build a little
three room house with a cellar in the twentieth ward area

that same year

on the 5thath august I1 commenced to build on my lot on
the north bench it consists of A cellar about 7 ft
deep 13x1313xl3

stsats

lifetswifets

43
QQ

home seems very lonely without a baby 0

george and polly first lived in the thirteenth ward

he was ordained a seventy theretheres on march 18 186618669 when he

was twenty four this started a great service in that call-
ing which culminated in his being called to be a general

authority one of the first seven presidents of the seventy

on april 10

A rontfrontaront kitchen 19xl319x13 A bedroom 13x1013xlo
& pantry it is made of concrete and costs about

900.0090000 in shape it is somewhat like this26

reynolds IV 2642640
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his first family lived in the twentieth ward for
over thirty years including his years on a mission in
prison and in hiding his third wife moved in after the
death of his first wife in 1885 to take care of the first
wife little children thiTMsthl third wife mary started her
family there until they moved to a larger home on wall
street in 1899 his second wifewises amelia lived in the
twentieth ward from the time they were married until her
death their daughter may stayed there and reared the
younger childrenildremch

here26here he inserted a small floor plan sketch indicat-
ing windowswindow doors fireplacesfireplace etc and then continuedcontinue
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I1 moved into it december 7thath saturday before it
was quite dry but near enough finished to be confort
able27

the next months on january 59 18681868p their second

child was bomborns 28 and eight days later they named her amelia

emily reynolds millie as they called herherthers was small but

healthy and a great joy to her parents who had so recently

lost their irstfirstarst
when they first moved into the twentieth wardwards george

was a teacher and the librarian of the sunday schoolschools he was

later called to be the superintendent of the sabbath school

in that ward in december of 18699 two years later
in 1867 he had joined the endowment house prayer

circle that met on sundays at 400 pm and in january of

1869 he worked with president wells there he wrote w
0 0 0

I1 attended the endowment house as recorder also taking parts
in the endowment I1 also assisted bro wells in the second

annointings w he had received his own second anointing

with his wife mary ann on august 5 1867 under the admini-
stration of daniel H wells and joseph F sttiithsftiith 30

other spiritual experiences came to george in these
early days of his life in utah he joined the theological

class of the school of the prophets at brigham youngyoungs
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invitation 3 he also had his patriarchal blessing from the

hands of john smith son of hyrum the martyr 3

in the april conference of 1869 john tuddenhamTud

georgesGeor

denhams

fathereminfathergels il

in lawslawlav was called to return to england on a

mission he left on may 20 and was assigned to the london

conference where he worked with georgesgeorgess mother and brothers
and sisters to try to get them to join the church georges

mother became interested and she finally allowed her two

youngest sons georges brothers charles and henry grovesgrovee

called

0

harryharryt to emigrate to america when brother tuddenham

returned the three of them left london on the same day

georges third child heber tuddenham reynoldsReynold was bornborntborns

july 12 1870 33

charles and harry were baptized on august 31 and

lived with george polly and their two children in the

threeroom house george had built charles was fourteen and

harryharrys twelve at the time which gave george and his wife

the responsibility of caring for them as their own childrenchildrens

my brothers continued with me during the year
charles going to night school & doing chores round
during the day harry going to the 20th ward day
school charly is very phlegmatic harry very
emotional passionate and ungovernableungovemablex neither are
mentally well developed for their age 34
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george continued his literary pursuits by writing

for the new publicationspublication the juvenile instructorinstructors in the

first volume he wrote thirteen articles in addition to some

charades and acrostics he wrote in every number the
following yearyears 1867 and kept the accounts for the editor
and publisherpublishers george Q cannon his friend 36 he continued

to be a major author for the next few years making over 111

contributions in the first six volumes the variety of these

articles is impressive he wrote on natural history 9

geography travel 9 and history as well as writing religious
essays biographies 9 and lessons for youth in style these

contributions range from stories 9 essays and articles to
poems charadesscharadescharalescharcha andadessrades acrostics 37

but not all his experience was spiritual he joined

the territorial militia in 1866 as a private
on the 30 oct I1 went out for 4 days militia train-

ing at the camp over jordan I1 was a private in T
company cap S A wooley 3 batt major sheets 1 reg
col fulmer 2 brigade 1 division nauvoo legionlegions had

a real good timetimestimey enjoyed myself much & believed it
helped my health which had been quite poor during the
summer

11

for
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he later joined the 3rd infantry regiment and became
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this37this information was accumulated from a study of
the first six volumes of the juvenile instructor and an
analysisanaaha oflysis the index indexindexiInd juvenileexi instructor vol
1201 20v 18661885186620 n1885 compiled by the brigham young university
library 1954.1954
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tvstos individual
accounts george Q cannon increased his responsibilities
with the paper and had george write local news and editorialseditorial
this work became especially involving during april conference

and after into may of 1869

georges work for brigham young as personal secretary
correspondence secretary and accounting clerk was also
demanding he was employed as one or the other for several
months and then he would be changed to the other duhyduty some

of the entries describing these changes followfollowifollows

B39b H robertsrobertsprobertss A comprehensivecom2rehensi history of the
church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday V saltisalt lake
citticityi deseret news press 1930930 353357353

the

357

letter of appointment is copied in full
reynolds IV 277277.2779
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commissioned as a second lieutenant in company he he parti-
cipated in the socalledso woodencalled gun rebellion in november

of 1870 at the twentieth ward but was not arrested with most

of the other officers 39

george reynolds had the distinction of being elected
a regent of the university of deseret by the legislative
assembly when he was but twentyseventwenty yearsseven oldooldoid 40 he was

appointed to the executive committee of that group and

elected to be secretary of this special committecommittees

he

41

also was employed as an assistant editor at the

deseret news part time the other half of each day he spent

in brigham youngyoungs office keeping the Presidenpresidents

0

H

was

after

ve histoRey

ci ty beseret News press I1 0 35 3 357

40the
IVP

41reynoldst

oo

so

sait



I1

atkindattind

ah5h

48

I1 continued to workworlevork at the president S books until
the 26 august 1868 when the president had me in the
east office to act for a time as his private secretary

bro carrington having gone on his mission to
europe 42

at the end of 1868 the president took bro D mckenzie
to attend to his private correspondence which released
meroemoe from those duties to attend to the general accounts
in the presidents office 0

early in may 18703 1 was transferred to the
presidents inside office again changing positions with
bro D mckenzie 44

at the commencement of the year 18711871 the president
being in dixie I1 busied myself arranging his corres-
pondence and answering lettersleeletiee onterss his return he changed
the positions occupied by myself & bro mckenzie I1
attending to the records principally occupying myself
indexing sealingsdealingssea whilelings bro mck went into the presi-
dents officeoffices though from the fact of his frequent
appearance on the boards of our theatre 9 he was absent
a considerable portion of the time when I1 relieved him
at his desk 45

george worked in president youngyoungts office for five

and onehalfone yearshalf before he received his call in the april
conference of 1871 to fulfill another mission in england

he calculated his salary during that period at 8902.41890241 or

about 1618621618.62618462lP per year
my account at the office was balanced by the

president so I1 lefleft home clear of debt to all men I1
had drawn during the 5 years 10 days I1 had worked
in the office the sum of 8902.41890241 this was cancelled
by services leaving me in debt to the lord 21000210.00

41 days labor tithingthing which I1 hope to pay when I1 get
backbach from my mission4missionemission
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george reynolds at twentyeighttwenty
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As he prepared to leave for his missionmissions george

resigned from many of his positions
the remainder of my time was busily occupied

settling up my work and resigning the various positions
that I1 had held in the ward and other places i

As superintendent of the 20 ward sabbath school I1
was succeeded by elder william lamboumelambournesLamboLam

As
umebournes

secretary and treasurer of the 20 ward
operativecooperativeco store I1 was succeeded by elder james sharp

As tithing clerk of the ward I1 handed my books &

records over to bishop sharp
As treasurer of the north bench water ditch co I1

handed my business over to bro T culmer
As secretary of the 3rd regementgementrecement osic I1 passed my

books over to adjutant jas sharp
As secretary of the executive committee of the board

of regency of the university of deseret I1 by direction
of chancellor wellswellsowelisweils handed my accounts over to
treasurer T W ellerbeckellerbeckyEllereliereiler whobecksbecky directed bro R R
anderson to take charge of them47them1

my other positions I1 did not resign 48

what other positions he may have had that he did not

resign are hard to determine oneones that of secretary to
brigham young is certain for he returned to his employ

fifteen months later a few days after he came back from his
mission to england 49

47after his return from the mission he was again
elected two years later to the board of regents in 1874
reynoldsReynold Vaqvq 50.50500

reynolds48reynoldso TVevvivv 3023033023030302 303303o
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chapter 5

SECOND MISSION IN ENGLAND

during the annual april conference of the church in

18719 albert carrington who was president of the european

missionmissions suggested the name of george reynolds to help him

with the editing of the millennial star published at liver-
pool the next day in the afternoon general sessionsessions george

was called on another mission to england his home countrycount

the

rysryd

following day april los109ios 1871187191871.9 he was set apart by

wilford woodruffWoodruf 9 lorenzo snowssnow and franklin D richardsrichardso

president woodruff being mouth 1

george was twentyninetwenty atnine the time and had a wife

and two small children living he was also rearing his two

youngest brothers 9 charles and harry who had joined the

church and moved from england to zion to live with him to
prepare financially for his departuredepartures he sold part of his

lot to buy clothes for himself and a washing machine and a

sack of sugar for his wife he had previously purchased a

sewing machine for her so she could support herself while he

was gone

my two younger brothers I1 got into situations
charley went to work for brobrosbrod tuddenham and was to

the blessing is given in fullfuli in his journaljournals
Reynoldreynolds 9 IVPIV 300302300302.3003020300302300 3023020
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receive 4.00400 a week harry went to the museum and
menagerie under bro barfoot to do the chores & he
received 3.00300 a week

the kindness of my brethren & sisters enabled me to
leave my wife more comfortably than I1 expected and she
had prospects of getting considerable work to do on her
sewing machined

the bishop and his sons gave george some money for
his journey as did other members of the ward he was paid

100 for his services as secretary of the wardvard shorestore which

also helped him on his way he wrotenwrotetwrot6t
on the sunday previous to my departure the children

of the 20th ward sabbath school presented me with a
silver pen holder & gold penpentpens and an engraving of pres
young framed in walnut with an inscription of affection
on the back the following is a list of some of the
boys & girls who donated to this present 3

on wednesdayswednesday may 3 he left on the 500 pm utah

central for ogden he traveled by union pacific to omaha

where he was joined by president carrington they spent

five days and nights on the train before they reached new

yorkyorks going by way of chicago

after staying in new york for two days they

embarked on the mailshipmail coloradoship with twenty other
missionaries called to labor in europe they passed
queenstonequeenstonesquernstoneQueQueen Englanenglandenstonestones on sundaysundays may 21 187118710

it being exactly 6 years to the very day since I1
passed this port going out to utah every thing
in england looks strange the high houses the narrow
streetsstre theetso number of dark children & particularly the
office the rooms there only look half their proper
size4

reynolds IVIVP 305
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he visited his mother and family in london and then

wentvent on to liverpool to start his work on the millennial

starstartstare number twentyfourtwenty infour volume thirtythreethirty wasthree then in
process he spent much of his time working with the contri-

butors and printers 9 editing and managingmanagibanagi the publication

for over a year the millennial star at that time was a

weekly publication and every monday he made an entry saying

he got out number and so the magazine itself is dated

as of every tuesday so he must have referred to his own

work of proofreading and final editing

in addition to his work with the millennial starstartstaro he

labored on the fourteenth volume of the journal of dis-
courses and submitted over fifteen articles for the juvenile

instructor 7 many times during his life he was thankful that
he was ambidextrous and could use both hands for writing with

equal facility 8

brother cannon had commissioned him to find pictures
to illustrate the last mentioned publication and george

visited many printers in london and liverpool to find

see entries made almost every monday in his journal
from june 12 1871187191871.9 through june 24 1872

journal of discourses XIV liverpool albert
carringtoncarringto 1872 preface

7the titles are listed in his journal reynoldsReynold
IV december 31 18711871.18710

statement8statement made by evelyn reed robbinsrobbinssRobb personalinso
interview july 20 1970
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suitable cuts from their cataloguescataloguercatal heogues wrote the following

about his callingcallings

the work in this office is very much like any other
kind of work one days labor very much resembles that
of its fellows it is like laying up adobies there is
a great sameness it lacks the interest of going round
visiting the saints proclaiming the gospel visiting
fresh scenes and forming the acquaintance of new faces
particularly here in liverpool where the work of the
lord has for several years been at a standstillstand itstillo is
not considered wise to preach in the open air we have
no week night meetingmeetings 9 and we only get about twenty
five saints even to the sunday evenings meetings so
you see there is not much society or exchange still I1
am well satisfied with my calling and am striving with
the aid of the lord to do my duty and make the ta
interesting and instructive and in that I1 have much
pleasure 9

about one week after he arrived in liverpool 9 his

sister juliajuliatjuiiajuila 9 then twentyfourtwenty yearsfour old came from london

to emigrate to utah she had been baptized in march and

george encouraged her to join her two brothers in zion and

live with his wife 10 she sailed june 21 aboard the wyomingwyominbyomin

with 248 other saints H this sister was particularly close

george reynolds to john tuddenham june 29 1871
copy in the possessionpossessi of vessa hood johnson granddaughter
of george reynolds springvillespringvilletSpring9 utahvillevillet reynolds collected
into one volume copies of most of the letters he wrote dur-
ing this second mission to england comprising 495 pages of
correspondence for that yearyears all catalogued as to the
person to whom he wrote hereafter referred to as reynolds
lettersLet eventerssterse thirtyfourthirty lettersfour to his wife are included
along with letters to his mother daughter brothers and
sisters

he wrote julia a long letter of advice about how to
conduct herself on shipboardshipboards on the railroad and in general
adding information about the rate of exchange and his concern
over whom she might meet and marry george reynolds tojulia reynoldsReynold reynolds lettersLet juneterssterso 20 1871.1871

reynolds IV june 21 1871
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to him throughout the rest of her life and was the most

active in the church of all his immediate family 12 she did
many of the sealingsdealingssea forlings their ancestors with george and

stood proxy when he himself was sealed to five of their
distant cousins 1

not all of his time was spent with his editorial
responsibilities he frequently visited the different
conferences to represent presidentPies carringtonident and speak at
their meetings while on one of these assignments ihin
manchester he came down with a severe case of small pox t
As the infection got worsevorseworsey 9 he commentedcomment 8

the pox continued to increase I1 was very sick
never out of my mindminds but my immaginabionimmagination continually
ran riot when I1 did not restrain it e 0 sister nancy
bagley who kept the conference house nursed me atten-
tively sis janet cearns from the liverpool office
also coming for a week when I1 was at the worst15worst

there

15

seems to have been a general epidemic of small
pox in england at this time

0 0 0 out of about a dozen or fifteen valley eiderselders
three have had this dred cricicsici sickness during the last
two months certainly the deseasedebease has been very
prevelentprevalentpr whilstevelent I1 was sick in sulfordsuifordbuiford there was one
street in that borough in which there were said to be
63 cases at one time 1616

she died on february 25 1894 at the age of
fortyorty seven reynoldsReynold VI 87.87

i

13

14
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12she
f 870

13 i1see appendix D

reynolds IVIT august 27 1871

reynolds15reynoldso IV august 27 1871

george reynolds to S W sears reynolds Letterlettersseptember 26 1871
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I1 was in a state of dreamy stupor much of the
timetimettimes caused I1 believe considerably by the sleeping
draughts I1 had given me I1 can understayunderstandunderstar now som-
ething of the reveries of an opium eater for my mind
was always terribly active thinking in pictures often
strange and beautiful sometimes shocking and horrible

thithl

itsitt
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the continued spread of the small pox gives some of
the brethren a little uneasiness there is scarcely a
towntowns village or hamlet free from it now in englandglandoglandsEn 9

wales or ireland in 1870 the deaths from this disease
in the 17 large cities of england were something over
twelve hundredhundreds in 1871 in these same cities the
deaths amounted to more than thirteen thousand 17

two elders from utah died and george himself almost

succumbed at this time he lamented that he had lost a lot
of his hair which leftlef him slightly baldbaidbalds 18 and that even

his eyelashes had come out he joked about this in some of

his lettersletiet quotingbersotersocerso some poem he had heard my hair and I1

are quits dyede see first I1 cut it now it cuts me 1 it
was good that he had a sense of humor about it because this
was one of the most trying periods of his life

george reynolds to charles sansom reynolds
letherslettersLet novemberbersstersokerso 21 187101871

alice louise reynolds biography of george
reynoldsreynoldspt pt p 3
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in his journal he lamentlamented

I1 am afraid I1 shall not be able to go to london
between this and then as I1 feel bashful at showing my
rough scurveyscarvey face in public but it is getting better
each day and I1 hope in a week or so to be well again I1
am still weakveak and dreamy the events of the past month
seeming like a horrible dreamdreamsdreamy everything that took
place before my sickness seeming a heap11heap a way off
0 0

40 it took me quite a time for the common place

george reynolds to brighambrigha young reynolds letters
january 13 187218720
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relirell shapeshapes well it
is all over I1 am thankful I1 liveolive

upon his return to liverpool about one month later
on september 22 187118710 the millennial star welcomed him

backbacks 222 and within a week he had another great responsibil-

ity thrust upon him albert carrington was called by

telegram to come back to utah immediately because of the
great turmoil and unrest due to the arrest of brigham

young 23 apostle carrington left the next day september 29

1871 on the manhattan and george was left in charge of the
european mission

in the millennialhillen starnial president carrington served

notice of georgegeorgetsgeorges appointmentappointments

to the saints and all whom it may concern

thithl

aj3j 1871j
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things around me to assume their real

until further vicesadvicesadvicessadvisesadadv eldericessicesy george reynolds is appointed
to conduct the millennial star and attend to the spiri-
tual and general concerns of the european mission

1
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this time the european mission included england

scotland irelandIrelanireian waleswaless holland switzerland and germanyGerma

and

nysnym

the scandinavian countries george served as acting
president until apostle carrington returned on may 21

187201872 25

george reynolds to george Q cannonscannon reynolds
letters september 25 1871

millennial22millennial22 starstartstars XXXIII liverpoolLiver albertpools
carrington 1871 618

reynolds IV september 28 1871

millennial starstartstars XXXIII october 3 1871 632

reynolds V may 21 187218720

s

21p

2lgeorge

carr ngton871 0

23reynoldso 289

24millennial
21p

Georgets

dp

24Millen
25reynoldst Vs



bellbeilbeli

issiso

58

george now visited the conferences and branches more

frequently and had to take care of the special problems of

the entire european mission he was often discouraged as

shown when he wrote the following

the mission is not now full of life the lively
faithful folksolksalks are mostly gonegones and those leftlef are many
of them dried up there may be good reasons for this
some of them I1 believebelleve you understandunderstandsunder butstandsstando it seems to
me that the silent contempt and utter indifference of
the outside worlds and the hush a buy baby kind of
feeling of many of the saints discourages some of the
missionaries and they feel that they can do but little
good yet the brethren here now are a fine set of men
and buckle too osic diligently still the deadening
influence of carelessness and indifference has the
weight with the best they laborlaborilabors 9 travel and preach
because it is their duty not that they expect to see
any immediate results of their mission but they cast
their bread upon the waters 9 hoping they may find it
after many days26

the news of the arrest of brigham young stirred up a

great deal of persecution in england the utter indiffer-
ence of the outside world that george felt was soon changed

into lively interest many joyously propheciedprophesied the demise

of mormonism and others capitalized on the situation
supplying sensational reading for the curious george wrote

to apostle teasdale our newspapers here are pretty much

filled with the nd of mormonism 27 o george Q

cannon he wrotewokelokelote 9 my anxiety is 9 not to printprinkprints 9 to write or

george reynolds to george Q cannon 9 reynolds
lettersletterst august 22 187101871

972727george

0

george reynolds to george teasdale reynolds
lettersLet octoberterssterso 169 187118710
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publish anything unwise untrue or impolitic for I1 feel
I1 might do much harm were I1 careless in this direction 28

his journals and letters are full of concern during

this period of his mission one man especially seems to

have provoked him

A certain apostate named franklin has published a
penny worth of horrors which he calls his experience in
salt lake the cheshire salt mines are the nearest he
has been to our lake but to make it sell he adve-
rtises himself as dr J B franklin L L D lazy
lousey devil or something worse this helps to sell
his trashtrashybrashy it is largely advertised in the newsvendorsnews
windows

vendors
how our fishes swim how would you like to

be on a mission these kind of times with all sorts of
rumors rife 9 and no getting at the truth29

late events have brought little franklin to the
surface he is hawking about london a book of his
experience in utah price a penny with a naked woman
being flogged by nitesdanitescanitesDa even respectable newspapers
quote from his catchpenny and one of the brethren in
london wrote up a letter to the office in which from
its tenor I1 should judge he thought franklin was making
a good thin celicacsicicelicl of ititsito I1 should think that if any
liar has his part in the lake which burneth etc there
is certainly a place reserved for john benjamin franklin

printersprinter and that his stay there will be of more than
average duration 30

franklinfrankilnfrankiin was not the only one who made money from

pandering to the publicpublics for george observeobservedxobserved
I1 also encloseenc oneloselosoiose of the miserable songs that are

hawked and sung about the streets at presentpresents theres
no mistaking the drift of that its climax is fivetivewive
for every week daffdayfday1f andlandgand ten for sunday night t these

9028 george reynolds to george Q cannoncannons reynolds
lettersLet octoberterssterso 17 187118710

george reynolds to charles sansom reynolds let-ters november 21 1871 a

30george30george reynolds to john tuddenham reynolds
lettersletterst october 12 187118719
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and others are sung at the music halls and other places
at any rate they advertise the gospel A few weeks ago
at the colleseumColle osicseum the lowest theatre in liverpool
they had a play about mormonism in which brigham young
stabs orson hyde in the temple where he is himself
afterwardsterwards shot by united states soldiers

many other things occurred during his eight month

administration as acting president of the european mission

that are worthy of comment they are presented here in

chronological order
commenting on a special approach to missionary work

george wrote to his friend joseph barfoottbarfBar
this

oot

puts

s

me in mind of one of the queerest ways of
spreading the gospel I1 ever heard of A short time ago
a man advertised in about a dozen of the swiss papers
that for 1 francs he would tell any one how they could
be happy temporally and eternally the bait tooktooka
numbers wrote he sent them a printed circular telling
them to become latterdaylatter saintsday and referring them to
bro shoenfeld3shoeneeld32Shoenfeld for3 further information the brethren
as a consequence had numerous calls and were inundated
with letters the press took up the subject and spread
the taletalestaietaley so E shoenfeld became quite an object of
interestinterests how this odd idea will end I1 cannot saysayssayo
certainly it will spread a knowledge of our principles
but not in a very dignified mannermanners I1 do not know if
the brethren were aware of this masmans action in
advertising or whether he did it on his own respons-
ibility as a good dodge to make money aj3j31s

it seems that in the edition of the hymn book an

error was made that attracted georgegeorgetsgeorges attention when he

returned from his confinement in manchesterManch inestero one letter

george reynolds to his wife pollypollyl 9 reynolds
letters december 21 1871

3 32presidentpresident of the swiss conference
03george reynolds to joseph L barfootBarfoo reynolds

letters 9 october 10

afterwards
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he observed the following

when I1 was taken sick we were getting out a new
edition of the hymn bookobook of course the work had to be
continued during my confinement to my bedobede I1 find that
some errors have crept ino the 2nd verse of the 333rd
hymn page 401 by miss E R snow is as printed
incomprehensible to memee in our edition it reads

2 his precious blood he freely spilt
his life he freely gave
A sinful sacrifice for guilt
A dying world to save

what I1 do not understand is how jesus can be called
A sinful sacrifice if it is correct please explain itto me if not please send me the true reading so that

I1 may publish an errattaarratta fricifsici when this hymn was
published with others in the star I1 changed the word
sinful to sinless34sinless

in

34

november of 1871 another elder by the name of

caleb W haws who had come to england with george six
months before died of small pox george purchased silk and

linen to have his burial clothes made and dressed the body

in temple robes this thirtythreethirty yearthree old missionary left
a wife and three small children back in utahutahoitaho 35 he was

buried in a church of england plot at barnsley a town near

sheffield
georges brother walter who was nineteen and had

been very small and sickly all his life came to liverpool

to help in the office with the printing as an apprentice

he was baptized on november 30 1871 shortly after his

arrival george was concerned about him and did all he

george reynolds to john nicholson reynoldsreyPey
letters

nolds
october 24 1871 compare sacred hymnshyms and

spiritual21ritual songs 15th ed liverpool albert carrington
1871 no 333 to the millennial star XXXIII october 3
1871 6266260
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could to be a father and counselorcouncoan toselor the boyboyo he wrote

walter is getting quite useful in the off ice he is a

queer sticksticks so are most of the reynoldssreynoldssoReynoldsreynoldsskoreynoldsn j37

at christmastide george went to the birmingham

conference and spent the holidays with the saints there at
the branch house he became so enhtusiastic in one of the
games that he split his trousers and did not even know it
until he took off his coat later in the eveningeveningoeveningseven myingo coat

went on again in double quick time and I1 danced that set as

though a ramrod was down my back

at the end of 1871 he compiled the index for volume

thirtythreethirty ofthree the mi 1lennblenniallallai star and wrote the preface

which follows

another year pregnant with the signs of the times
has passed away and another volume of the millennial
star bearing record of the growth of the kingdom of the
father and heralding the approach of the reign of
righteousness upon the earth is completed may its
beams with those of its fellows that have proceededprece andeded
shall come after it shed their gleam unto that brighter
day when the light of truth shall illumine every heart
and the knowledge of god enlighten every soul

urgent business arising out of the unholy crusade
at present being waged against the saints necessitated
the return of our esteemed president and erudite editor
to the land of zion who leftlef with us the conduct of the
starstare it has been our ernest desire and constant labor
to so fillilllii its pages that the facts truths and
principles therein made manifest should resound to the
glory of our father in heaven and to the salvation of
his children on the earth and with the hope that

36see the correspondence to his mother in the
reynolds letters

37george37 reynoldsGeorge to florence prout his cousin
reynolds letters february 8 1872

38george383eorge38338 reynoldseorgeGeorge to his wifewifbif polly reynolds
letters december 28 18711871e
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according to our humble abilities 9 we have been
measurably successful in accomplishing this object we
dedicate this the thirtythirdthirty volumethird to all who love
the truth george reynolds 3

at the end of 1871 twelve of the fourteen conferences

reported and he recorded that there were over 7206 members

in the british mission over 594 had been baptized and some

593 had emigrated in scandinavia there were 4907 membersmeinbersmeinders

with 1020 baptized and 467 emigrating the swiss mission

had 597 members with 40 new baptisms and in holland there
were only 31 members 4

the british mission had seventeen elders from zion

laboring there in scandinavia there were twelve with five
in the swiss mission and in germany in holland there was

only one missionary at the time

there are also five native elders engaged in the
ministry W white & T R green presidents of
conferencesConference and bro hutchisonHutchi morleysonssont and werrettWer
traveling

rettsretto
elders of whom bros hutchison and morley are

the only ones oistflaatolst areare4intirelyentirely engaged in the vineyard
& not self sustaining 42

during his administration george never did visit
the conferences in switzerlandSwitzer germanygermanyslandslandt hollandhollands or

scandinavia but he had frequent correspondence with the

elders there 43 he did visit the saints in the british

millennial star XXXIII preface

reynolds IV december 31 187118710

reynolds41reynoldsp IV december 31 187118719

reynolds42reynoldsp IVimpivp december 31 1871
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mission including england scotland ireland and wales on

a regular basis he was not always pleased with what he

observed

things are not as they used to be some years ago
many of the folks have degenerated into good old
singalongsangalongsing sectarianssectalong apparentlyarians not a spark of the
true living spirit of the gospel with them they would
make mighty good methodists perhapsperhapso they are always
glad to see an elder will give him something to eat
live good moral lives etc but therestheretherets not the true ring
about them they are so fast asleep you cat wake them
up they have been preached to so much that they are
tired of it well its hard work rekindling a dying
flame again there are quite a number new members
principally or young folks who are alive in the workworkovorkworks
who are interested in their religion who are desirous
of gathering to zionzions but these others lay themselves
out to be carriedcarricarrl foredpedv they have given up all hope of
effecting their own deliverenceliverencedeliverancede 3

the office of the european mission and the head-

quarters for the publication of the millennial star for many

years was at 42 islingtonlingtonillingtonIs in liverpool three times in his
journals and lettersletiet georgetereotersoteres referred to a strange thing

about the place

I1 have a ghost story to tell you when I1 was at the
office eight years ago I1 heard occasional jokes that
the large room on the second floor was haunted that the
servant girls had seen something there I1 had also
heard that some of the brethren had seen or felt som-
ething strange but lately the ghost has turned up
afresh walter went into the rooanrootn one evening to fetch
some silkworm eggs and as he stood between the bed and

many of the entries now recorded in the man-
uscript history of the british mission during this period
from junejunes 1871 through july lb72lfi72 are taken from the
journals of george reynolds one can get more detail and
insight from reading his letters and his journal than from
any other primary source

george reynolds to george teasdale reynolds
letterslehLet januaryterso 27 187218720
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oniont height 5 feet 6 inches 36 inch chest
and 33 inch waist with a calf of 14 inches he wrote that
he weighed 146 pounds with his great coat ono reynoldsynoldso IV
october 27 18711871.18710

george47george47 reynolds to his wife polly 9 reynolds
letters march 2 1872 his brother walter reported to
george another scare about five months later after george
had returned to salt lake city reynoldsReynold Vvp july 31 18721872.

reynolds48reynoldsp IVIVP february 29 1872
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the wall he turned round and saw a person sitting at the
foot of the bed about six feet off himo walter took up
the candle and walked out of the room and he says the
spirit turned his head and watched him as he walked out
last monday as carry brown the cookcooks came out of her
bed room which is opposite the haunted room about half
past six in the evening she saw what appeared to be a
man about my height in the room 0 she declares she
watched it for two or three minutes as it stood at the
foot of the bedstead but it then advanced toward her and
she ran down stairs freightenedfreight sinceened then I1 have
been up several times of an evening with and without a
light but as yet have seen nothingnothingenothingsnot I1hinge used to sleep in
that room before brobroo carrington went away but I1 never
saw anything though I1 often thought there was a miser-
able influence in the room which I1 did not at all
likeilke 47

even after many months george was still not fully
recovered from his infections and complications from the

small poxopoxmoxo he first complained of a soreness in his left
footfootyfoots 9 then he began to have spells of dizziness and severe

headaches

I1 sometimes fancy that the lord has given the devil
permission to trouble my body with deseasesdiseasesdes aseases he did
job of old for I1 am scarcely twotvo days at a time
without some ailment or another

finally when albert carrington returned from utah to
resume his duties as president of the european mission on

george reynolds described his measurements in
detail when he was twentyninetwenty yearsnine old and first appointed
as the president of the european mission acting for presi-
dent carringtonicarringtonCarringt
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may 21 1872 george went to a doctor the doctor advised

him to take a fullullfuliuli monthmonths rest to rid his body of the
lingering poison of the small pox that was still in his
system he made arrangements to go to his mothermothers home in

london

all the time he had been on his mission his wife

had written to him of the poor health of their son heberhebere

sometimes he would improve a little but most of the time

the news was disquieting and worried george a great dealdealsdeaideaisdealo

it is sad how george having already lost his first son

learned of the death of this second son of his to die

in the afternoon found a copy of the deseret news
containing a notice of the death of my little boy heber
he died at 545 pm on the 4thath instdinst the funeral tooktoltob
place at our residence at 10 am on sunday ath5th instinstsenst 494

he received a letter the day after he read this from

john nicholson 11 to the effect that my little boy died
on the 3rd not the ath4th instdinst 50 this left his wifwifebif with

only one living child of the three she had bornebornes their
daughter millie

because of this added tragedy along with his poor

health it was decided that he should be released and return
home instead of going to his mothersmot inherts london to convalesceconvalesces

on wednesday june 26 1872 he left england for the last
time on the nevada with about 400 scandinavian saints who

reynolds V may 22 187218720

reynolds50reynolds50 V may 23 1872
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were emigrating to zion he had worked on the millennial

star to the finish so he could get out number twentysixtwenty ofsix
volume thirtyfourthirty beforefour he left 51

the ship arrived at new york shortly before noon on

tuesday july 9 after thirteen days at sea george decided

to cross the country with the company of saints to help

them they left jersey city for the west by train the next

daydaysdayi during a stopover at philadelphia a terrible
thunder storm raged the lightning struck the track a short

distance behind the train As they progressed toward the

utah territoryTerrit threeorysoryo children died and were buried along

the way

at medicine bow about 20 indians 0 0 sioux
3 of them squawssquads with their agent & interpreter came

on board about 4 am & rode to cheyenne 0 e on their
way to washington to see about certain treaty stipula-
tions which had not been kept by the US governmentgovernment5353

the company of saints arrived in salt lake city at
1100 pm on july 17f after seven days on the train there
he was united with his wife who was waiting at the stationationost

A sweet word

theresthere9therea scarce a word so dear to me
so fullullfuliuil of tender thoughtthoughts
so laden with the bliss of lifelifilfe
with

ev
love and comfort fraught

As wife that sweetsweettsweets endearing sound
that wafts my thoughts away

reynolds V june 22 187218720

reynolds52reynoldst VVs july10july 187210

reynolds53reynolds53 V july16 187218720
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to home and little ones and riendsfriendsfiends
and fondly bids them stay

and bids my memory paint that scene
with mountains capped with snow
above the brightest azure sky
the peacefulpeacefpeacem vale below

where thousand streams for ever course
beside the sun scoarchedsco fricifsiciarched roads
and

I1
nestling charmidst the orchard shade

peep out the saints abodes

yet sweet the scene its beauties blessedblesbies
were

sedo
dreardrears its memories dim

could not the wifewis so loved by me
and babes be foundoundaund therein

george wrote this poem as a postscript to a letter
he sent to his wife early in his mission 54 he later joked

with her in one letter after his salutation of my dear

wife and wrote business before pleasure as the man said
when he sat down to dinner before whacking his wife

quotation from uno hoo
cc

in another letter he started
with this tender paragraph

I1 have been thinking of you polly all this day long
of many little incidents of our past wedded life and
before we were one flesh of the yesyess george in
florence st the parting on the hudson the 22 july
1865 of many endearments of9 much lovelaveloveoiove of the
pleasures of homehomeshomey of the fondness of a wife of
happiness of trust and faith in those who to us are more
than all the world besidebesides and of many other things that
fond recollection will no doubt bring to your mind as to
mine of these joys I1 may say with the poet oh had

george reynolds to his wife polly reynolds
lettersletterst july 23 1871

george55george55 reynolds to his wife polly reynolds
letterslehLet decemberterss 21 187118710
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I1 the wings of a dove how soon I1 would taste them
again 91 but it cannot be so so I1 must not think too
much of homehomey wifewis and babes 9 but wait patiently until
that day dawns which in the providence of the lord
will restore us to each other 5

at last they were together again

george reynolds to his wife polly reynolds
letters december 28 1871

sopsos

wifbife
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reynoldsreynoldsiReynoldreynoldsn V december
18721872.
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chapter 6

THE LATER YEARSYEARSs AN EPILOGUE

for the first month after george reynolds returned

from his mission 9 he rested to restore his broken health and

attended to family affairs he accepted his first assignment

on august 279 18729 as recorder at the endowment house and

that same day was asked by brigham young to return to his
position in the presidents office the president wanted

him to be treasurer of the salt lake theatre 1 later in

1872 he asked george to be the general manager and super-

visor of the theatre
you are hereby appointed to take the general

supervision and management of the theatre during my
absence from salt lake city this present winter and
until my retumreturntnetum unless otherwise directed by me and
if you want any council cricicsici apply to bro ho B
clawson 2

george commented on this last sentence as followsfollow
this position of manager of the theatre I1 found

full of difficulties particularly from the amount of
advice that I1 received from old managers who knew so
much more than I1 did 0

george wrote that he enjoyed this assignment because

reynolds VVs august 279 187218729

brigham2brigham young to george reynoldsReynold 9 letter copied in
the journal of george reynolds
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of his great interest in the plays and productions staged

there all his life he had been a frequent visitor to the

theatres in london inin liverpool and in salt lake in

april of 1873 brigham young sold most of his interest in the

salt lake theatre to george and a mr harris 5 but in 1878

the quorum of the twelve felt that the theatre should be

operated again by the church george was appointed as one

of the committee of three to supervise it 6

in the fall of 1872 georgeos mother wrote that she

was going to join the church and come to utah with her two

sons walter and edwin already in georgegeorgelsgeorges little five
room house were his wife his daughterdaughters his two brothersbro 9therso

charles and harry 9 and his sister julia george arranged

with his father lawlawolavlavolawsin john tuddenhamTud todenhams build five
additional rooms to the house two below and three
above one of which will be quite small and he commenced

work thereon on saturday 26th october it is to be adobe

ithwith rock foundation M

on august 3 1874 george took a second wife she

was the daughter of the president of the manchester branch

there are many entries throughout the five
available volumes of the journal of george reynolds about
his impression of some play or entertainment he had attended

reynolds VVP june 18 18730

he other two were H B clawson and D M

mckenzie reynoldsReynold Vvp 160.160igo

reynolds V octobersoctober 18720
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in england whom he had met during his second mission 0 he

wrote s

e0 0 but being most thoroughly convinced that plural
marriage was the law of the lord to fulfil osic that
law and escape condemnation and his displeasure 9 in
august 1874187 1I took a second wife 0 0 0 miss amelia J
schofieldoschofieldSchofi thiseldoeido I1 did conscienciouslyconscientiously and to carry
out my most deep seated religious convictions8convictions

not two months elapsed after this polygamous union

that george was asked to try that deep seated religious
conviction

on the evening of wednesday octocto 21st21st9 I1it accom-
panied by my wife ameliaameila visited bro edwin dowden on
my returnreturns whilst passing the south side of the temple
block I1 met bro cannon who informed me in substance
that it had been decided among the brethren of the
presidents council to bring a test case of the law of
1862 antipolygamyanti actpolygamy before the court and that it
had been decided to present my name before the grand
jury 9

the grand jury found an indictment against him and

he stood trial for his church representing it as the test
case on polygamy it was intended that this proceeding

would be a friendly attempt to get at the justice and

constitutionality of the law and that both parties were
j

anxious to be fair judge emerson conducted his court in

this spirit george by agreement furnished all his own

witnesses among them orson pratt and daniel H wellsowellswelisweils
george was found guilty and sentenced to one year in prison

and a 300 fine when he appealed the case to the

george reynolds biographicalautobiographicalauto sketch po 3

reynoldsgrey VVsgoldsonoldso 70709
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territorial supreme court the first trial was declared

illegal because the grand jury was composed of twentythreetwenty

men

three
instead of the stipulated fifteen

the second trial was much less amicableoamica chiefbleo

justice white was determined to humiliate the church and

made odious comparisons of religious fanaticism he

considered immoral such as women throwing their children

into the ganges to the practice of polygamy 10 george was

found guilty again but this time sentenced to two years at
hard labor and a 500 fineinelne

the territorialterritoriterritory supreme court upheld the verdict and

the case was appealed to the supreme court of the united

states george Q cannon his close friendfriendsfriendy went with him

to washington docoDC president cannon wrote to john taylor
of his optimism about the public interest and the expected

reversal of the higher court 11 on november 14 1878 the
case came before the supreme court when george was found

guilty by this highest court in the nation over 32000

petitioners from the utah territory tried to make their
voicevolce heard george Q cannoncannons who felt personally
responsible for this disaster to george reynolds because he

was instrumental in getting reynolds to consent to be the

test case appealed to president rutherford B hayes then

the president of the united states to pardon george since

reynolds V 119

the letter is quoted in reynoldsReynold VVP 146
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his trial was a test case and he should not have to serve

a prison term 12

none of these appeals was effective george was

sentenced seven months later on june 14 1879 and went to

prison in lincoln nebraska 9 two days later his beard was

shaved off and his hair cut short he suffered many other
indignities as US prisoner number 14 until he was finally
transferred to the utah territorial penitentiary about one

month later here he was more respected and he himself

helped with the control of the other prisoners by starting
a school among them which occupied his time and theirs
more profitably 13

but the physical discomfort was intense in the
summer the prisoners sweltered and in the winter they froze
the guards would not allow them a fire because they were

afraid the prisoners would bumburnbub down the jailjalljali this
inhumanity in weather thirty degrees below zero 14 george

often awakened in the morning to find his newly grown beard

frozen t the guards did let him walk home on five special
occasions for a few hours each during his incarcerationincarcerations
when each of his two wives had a baby and for christmases in

reynolds V 177

reynolds V 209

reynolds V 202

statement made by maude martain ogden personal
interviewinterviews july 2 197019700
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orpors the contributor and other church

publications he started some of his most important

writings while in these trying circumstances

indeed it was while he was in prison that he began

his monumental work on the complete concordance to the book

of mormon 18 later in 1889 he wrote

in february I1 finished the work of tabulating the
passages from the book of mormon the total being
about 154000 I1 then commenced to check the passages
for errors or ommissionsmissionscommissionsom

75

1879 and 1880 the fifth time was to attend the funeraluneralunertl of
one of the babies he never knew who had been bomborn while he

was in jail 16 this child julia durrant reynolds the
eighth child of polly was bombornbob while he was there and died

at seven months while he was still in prison

he was given six months off of his twoyeartwo yearjear term for
good behavior and was released on january 20 18811880 117 george

was never bitter about this whole ordeal in his journal he

gave the facts of what was happening but never complained

he used his time very studiously in readingreadingsreadin especiallygp the

old testament and the book of mormon and in writing for the
juvenile instructorInstruct

fif th f

209

in
his C ete

0 0
.1919

0

this project altogether took him over twenty years to

see appendix E for more detailed information

reynolds V january 20 1881

reynoldsReynold Vvp august 28 188018809

reynolds19reynolds19 VIvisVIP 75
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complete B H roberts in a special tribute to george

reynolds wrote

0 e I1 thank him for his complete concordance of
the bookbok of mormon M the amount of patient 9v pains tak
ing labor required for the production of this magnifi-
cent work will never be known to the general reader
only the close student of the nephite scriptures will
ever really appreciate it a what cruden and young have
done for bible studentsstudent elder reynolds has more
abundantly done for book of mormon students the
elders of the church through all generations to come
will I1 am sure feel deeply gratefulgratefgrated to elder reynolds
for his great work which will stand as a monument to his
painstaking habits of thorough application to a task
but what is better stillstills the work will stand as a
monument of his love for the book of mormon u

the great literary legacy george reynolds left the
church especially in his book of mormonmonnon studies is one of

the outstanding accomplishments of his lifelifeeilfe in addition to

the hundreds of articles he wrote for the millennial starstarsstary

the juvenile instructorsinstructor the contributor the liahona and

other church publications he was a correspondent for the

ohio bee he was an associate editor of the deseret news

and the juvenile instructor and wrote scores of the lessons

for the sunday school courses while he was associated with

that organization for over thirty yearsyearsopearso

he wrote six books that are all still published in
recent editions see table ai6i

he also assisted several of his associates with

their literary effortseffort often making major contributions to
them this is true of james E talmadge and his work on the

B H roberts new witnesses for god 111IIIlii salt
lake citescitys deseret news 1909 560
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articles of faithfaithsfalthfaithy B H roberts and his work on the new

witnesses for godgodogods and franklin do richards and his work on

the compendium of doctrines of the gospels

table 6

books by george reynolds

title year firstpublished

the book of abrahamiabrahams its genuineness established 0 0 1879

are we of israel 0 0

1883

the story of the book of mormon 0 0 0 0 0 0 a0 0 1888

A dictionary of the book of mormon

D

0 a 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1883

the myth of the manuscript found e a0 0 0

4

0 0 0 0 a 0 0 1891

A complete concordance to the book of mormonacormona 0 a 0 0 1900

in the first editions this book was called by this
title but now bears the title of A complete concordance of
the book of mormon

he published a comprehensive graph which put the

book of mormon history in chart form that has been used as

the basis for many of the more recent attempts to simplify

that story for readers

in the 19609s19601 philip reynolds his son published

new editions of his works as well as collected some of his
notes and articles on the book of mormon and the pearl of
great price for several volumes of commentary
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indeed george was secretary of many organizations

and many people some of his secretarial positions are

shown in table 7

the significant things george did in the later years

would make many interesting studies one would howeverhowe 9versverv

come to appreciate the great contribution this man made

after the early years of preparation

he served the sunday school cause of the church for
over thirtyonethirty yearsone administering in the highest offices
in that organization with the president of the church

see table 88.

he was called as a general authority on april 10

1890 and served as one of the first council of seventy for
nineteen years his position in that quorum was between

two close friendfriends B H roberts and J golden kimball he

traveled extensivelyextensive representingiyllyl the sunday school and the
general authorities during this period in addition to the
many stakes in utah that he visited he was assigned to some

alice louise reynoldsReynold biography of george
reynoldsReynold
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after his return from prison george again worked as

a secretary in the presidentpresidentspresidentis office his daughter alice
later wroteswrotetwroten

0 0 he was secretary from one to a halfdozen
things all his lifeolifeilfedifeo golden kimball tells us that once
when he was walking up the steps of the salt lake temple
with him father said goldengoiden I1 fancy that when I1 am
entering the pearly gates someone will call out ere
comes brother reynolds letsletts make him secretary
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tvstos officeofficeasas personal secretary to the president
as secretary to the first presidency keeping accounts 9

taking correspondencecorrespondences and traveling with the presidentpresidents
he served with brigham youngyoungs john taylor wilford woodruffwoodruffs
lorenzo snow and joseph F smith in this capacity his
office was in the little building between the beehive house
and the lion house on south temple street in salt lake cleycity
utah

bgeorgebegeorge

79

table 7

some of the secretarial positions
held by george reynoldsa

general organization
or place

specificspecifspecia organizationorganizations
person 9 or title

years
involved

somers town branch

somers town branch

british mission
european mission
european mission

presidents office

eighth ward

twentieth ward

endowment house

twentieth ward

board of regentsgentsyRe
university of deseret
territorial militia
twentieth ward

sunday school

tract society

london conference
george Q cannon

emigration clerkcleric

personal

1864- 1865

secretary
to the president
and secretary to
the first presidency

sunday school

tithing clerk
recorder
branch operativecooperativeco

executive committee

third regiment

united order no 1

late 1850s

late 1850s850s
early 1860s860s

18631865

18641865

18651909

1867

1869 & 1872

18691871

18691871

18701871

1874

ainformation collected from many entries in the five
available volumes of the journal of george reynolds

george reynolds served in many capacities in the
Presidenpresidents

organizationbation ic

1

conferencearence 1

b

1860s 1871

in

1863- 1865

1865- 1909

1869- 1871

1869- 1871

1870- 1871



edgedp and during all of president taylors writing of
the atonement reynoldsReynold VI 2 66.
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table 7 continued

general organization
or place

specific organization
person

9

9 or title
years

involvedvolvedevolved

twentieth ward

council of the twelve

zions savings bank

gardo house

tithing and temple
clerk
clercier
board of directors
john taylor
bullion beck and
champion mining co

church board of
education

1875

1877

187718921877

188118871881

1892

188518891885

1887

188819021888

1889

cafter

1902

the death of brigham young george reynolds
continued to work in the presidents office and acted as
clerk to the council of the twelve although george Q

cannon was the councils official secretary reynolds V
1370137137.

dgeorgegeorge reynolds helped president taylor in his
personal writing he states that he went every morning to
the gardo house at 830800 am and took dictation he worked
on the completion of items on priesthood 9 then almost
finishfinished

1
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of the more distant stakes missionsmissio and branches his
travels took him to idaho wyoming californiaCaliforni denver

omaha chicagoChic andagosagol even into old mexico in 1894 he

tabulated his mileage for that one year at over 11700
P

some 2000 of it by team

he served as secretary to the first presidency for
over forty years working in intimate association with these
men whom he considered prophets of godgodsgodt

I1 want to bear my testimony that I1 have been
acquainted with the presidents of this church intimately
for many years with presidents brigham young john
taylor wilford woodruff lorenzo snow and joseph F
smith and though in minor particulars and characte-
ristics they differed very materially yet they were all
the men of godsgodts choice the men for the hour the men
whom god selected as the leaders of his people and they
all did the work that god required at their hands they
were his mouthpiecesmouthpiece and they accomplished that which
he placed them in the position to fulfill every one of
them they were all prepared of god to do the work
assigned themthemo and they all did it and did it well
notwithstanding the differences and peculiarities of
their minor characteristics there were some certain
things in which they were all alikealikes namelynameiy their love
for the truth their faith in god their willingness to
listen to his word their uncompromising devotionde andvoton
integrity to god and his work their full belief in the
divine calling of the prophet joseph these character-
ized them allailaliails and god was with them and he enabled
them to accomplish the work which he called them to do
I1 want to bear this testimony and I1 do so because I1 know
it is true 23

table 8 gives a short summary of some of the things
george reynolds accomplished in these later years afteraf theter
early years of preparation
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table 8

life chronology of george reynolds
187419091874

year

1909

date event

1874 aug 3

1875

1876

oct 23

march 31

oct 30

dec 9

april 15

june 13

october

1878 nov 14

1879 jan 6

june 14

june 16

august

married his second wife ameliaamellaameilaameliajanejane
schofieldSchofiel who was twentytwotwenty yearstwo
old
was called before the grand jury forfon
living in polygamy

was33 on the city municipal council and
served until july of 18790

stood trial before judge emerson but
the indictment was set aside
was indicted again

stood trial for the second timetimestinestimeo

was34 elected a director of ZCMI

took his appeal before the territorial
supreme court and the decision was
upheld

was called to the deseret sunday
school union board and served as
general treasurer for thirtyonethirty yearsone

was appointed a trustee of the brigham
young academy in salt lake city
stood trial before the united states
supreme court
received the decision from chiefjustice waite
was sentenced to two years in prison
and a 500 fine
was imprisoned at lincoln 9 nebraskabraskasNe

was moved to the utah territorial
penitentiary

his
age
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gullifculliford
goold who was twentysixtwenty yearssix old
lost his first wife polly who died
at thirty nine
was called to the first council of the
seventy and ordained by president
lorenzo snow
was called to the board of directors
of the utah genealogical society and
served until 1907
was called as second assistant to the
president of the church in the sunday
school superintendency
was called as first assistant to the
president of the church in the sunday
school superintendency and served
there until his death
testified at the smoot hearingshearingsinhearing in
shingtonwashingtonashington dec
had a general breakdown a

lost his second wife amelia 9 who died
at fifty six
died in salt lakelakie city utah

ik is almost impossible to determine just what this
complete breakdown was at the timetimestimey it was diagnosed as a
nervous breakdown caused by the great pressures he was under
but many in the family feel that it was a series of strokesstroetro
not

kesskeso
understood at the time the incidence of high blood

pressure in his descendants is remarkably high and nearly
half of his childrenchilchii atdrensdrent least twelve of themthemy who grew to
maturity died of strokes three other children did have
nervous breakdowns this information is a general
consensus from the several interviews conducted with hisliving children grandchildren and great grandchildren
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table 8 continued

hisage
39

43

48

52

58

59

62

65
66

67

year

1881

1885

1890

1894

1900

1901

1904

1907
1908

1909

date

jan 20

april 26

dec 17

april 10

november

nov 12

may 9

jan 12

march 31

alagoangaug 9

event

was released from prison after a year
and a half
married his third wifwifebif mary gullifordeq

his

sin
washington D e C
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all his lifelifilfe george was a shy man who avoided public

attention and fanfare he often teased his children in

bravado saying that when he died things would be different
and there would be bands playing and flags waving 24 this
jest came to be a prophecy the grand army of the republic

had its thirtyfourththirty encampmentfourth in salt lake city that
started on the very day he died over 20000 visitors
swelled the city bands were playingplay flagsingsingv were waving

and parades thronged the streets all week their meetings

were held on temple square in the tabernacle and the
assembly hall so the family and friends of george reynoldsReynold

one of the general authorities who normally would have had

his funeral there paid their last respects to him in

barratt hall 9 across the streetostreet the speakers were his
close associates B H robertsrobertso seymour B youngyoungoyoungs 9 rulon S

wells joseph W mcmurrinMcMurr johninsino R winderwinders heber J grantgrants

and president joseph F smith the pallbearers were the
presidents of the seventies 25

it is hard to say for what george reynolds will best
be remembered his trial before the supreme court of the

united states his service as a general authority his
labors in the sunday school organization his close

statement made by polly reynolds hardyhardys personal
interviews

2 deseret evening news salt lake city august 12
190919090 ppe 1ae1e

10

e

different
0

so

rememberedhis

his

24statement

25deseret citylv

so

24

25

bebi
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association with five presidents of the church as secretary
to the first presidencyPresiden orcyscyp his literary accomplishments

j

all of these bespeak his great faith his complete devotiondevotions

and 0his 9unwaivering9 testimony of the divinity of the work

to which he gave himself for a lifetime
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APPENDIX

A

the

ancestors

of

george

reynolds

father

george

reynoldsa

john

memreymom

miah

ann

rockercrocker

17541836

1754

aall

1836

who

can

be

traced

caroocaroecamecareeoceeoceo
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hotnestotnestotnest

devonshire

england

hannah

austin

peter

winsor

samuel
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jane

searle

john

hawkins

mary

hawkins

1716

edward

crockercroaker

hmannmadmaz
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george

leonard

tautzj

george

gottfried

tautatautq

1791827

thomas

redhead

alice

redhead

1772

francis

mocnyhenry

partington

amelia
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parting

17931859

1793

ton

1859

harriet

11
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can

be

traced

oamecame
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middlessex

Middles

england

eeksexeok

redhead
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B

a

the

ancestors
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reynolds

mother

julia

ann

tautz

reynolds

kak0 NJtj

except

alice

metRedmot

heady

from

london

england
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ship

date

died

at

relationship

to

the

church

death

george

reynolds

father

12

september

1812

50

never

joined

the

church

julia

ann

tautz

17

november

1862

died

six

years

af

borteroom

his

sons

georgegeorges

f

reynoldsa

married

snowdown

infant

after

utah

1871

work

OJ

APPENDIX

C

N

the

family

of

george

reynolds

a

name

of

family

member

relation

date

born

age

whom

marr

joined

julia

ann

tautz

mother

26

june

1819

62

joined

the

church

in

1872

george

reynolds

14

july

1881

and

came

to

utah

in

1873

returned

to

england

in

1875

with

her

two

sons

edwin

and

harry

inactive

frederick

reynolds

brother

1840

fa
in

ht

died

three

days

after

his

1840

birth

george

reynolds

subject

1I

january

1842

67

subject

of

this

thesis

mary

ann

tuddenham

9

august

1909

amelia

jane

schofield

mary

gulliford

goold

arthur

reynolds

brother

17

may

1844

68

never

joined

the

church

or

eliza

1

july

1912

visited

julia

ann

reynolds

sister

19

december

1847

47

joined

the

church

and

came

james

evans

25

february

1894

to

utah

in

active

in

temple

married

in

polygamy

at

thirty

six
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continued

XF

name

of

family

member

whom

married

relation ship

date

bofbombornmommonnmorr

date

died

age at

relationship

death

to

the

church

stephen

reynolds

brother

17

april

1849

19

never

joined

the

church

8

december

1868

died

three

years

after

his

brotherbrothers

georgegeorges

emigrated

amelia

sarah

reynolds

sister

9

march

1850

36

never

joined

the

church

or

thomas

keep

10

august

1886

visited

doahutahdoar

walter

reynolds

brother

12

december

1852

50

joined

the

church

in

1871

emma

jane

brown

1

september

1902

and

came

to

utah

two

years

later

with

his

mother

edwin

reynolds

brother

20

june

1854

29

joined

the

church

in

1873

11

october

1883

and

came

to

utah

with

his

mother

that

same

year

returned

with

her

to

england

in

1875

but

came

back

in

1882

after

she

died

he

died

within

a

year

of

his

return

charles

reynolds

brother

27

may

1856

67

joined

the

church

and

annie

mcholland

27

december

1923

came

to

utah

in

1870

henry

harry

brother

4

may

1858

45

joined

the

church

and

came

groves

reynolds

3

march

1903

to

utah

in

1870

returned

emma

lancaster

with

his

mother

to

england

in

18751875p

but

came

back

after

she

died
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name
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date

born

age

whom

married

ship

date

died

at

relationship

to

the

church

death

ann

reynolds

sister

14

october

1860

2

died

as

a

small

child

25

december

1862

agnfainf

formationormationmation

or

accumulated

f
loerommom

many

entries

the

journal

of

george

reynolds

throughout

f
avofiveivelawo

available

volumes

of

to inln
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george

dead dead dead

24 24

3 26

cousin

cousin

in

life

this

palelifepalo

APPENDIX

D

the

wives

of

reynoldsa

age

date

married

or

name

of

wife

when

sealed
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performed

by
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ann
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22 26

july
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1865

heber

C

kimball

february

24

1873

daniel

H

wells

february

24

1873

daniel

H

wells

february

24

1873

daniel

H

wells

february

241

1873

daniel

H

wells

february

24p

1873

daniel

H

wells

august

aj3j

1874

daniel

H

wells

april

mombom

1885

angus

M

cannon

first

living

wife

who

had

eleven

children

by

him

and

one

miscarriage

second

cousin

and

childhood

swee-

theart

who

was

never

married

in

this

life

distant

cousin

who

never

married

in

this

I1
if
e
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cousin

who

never
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in

okithioma

s
lif

e

distant

cousin
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been
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else
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children

by
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and
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third

living
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children

by

him

and

five

miscarriages
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figure 6
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figure 7
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john
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27v
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aug

29p

1896

3

heber

tuddenham

polly

july
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22

heber

third

child

may

3

1872c

mowmoohow

4

alice

louise

polly

april

19

1873

65

george

albert

alice

fourth

child

dec

5

1936

smith

sealed

after

he

death

5

in

1938
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florence

mary

polly

july

13

1874

58

benjamin

6

flory

or

flo

fifth

child

novnovo

26
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f
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or
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birth
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