














full and foréver‘

Joseph Received Greater Knowledge of the Celestial Kingdom

On the third floor of the Kirtland Temple, on January 21, 1836, Joseph received
yet another significant revelation. This one, like Doctrine and Covenants 76, came by
way of open vision.

Joseph had been concerned about his brother, Alvin, who died 1n New York some
twelve years before. He had not been baptized. Joseph knew that baptism was another
prerequisite for entrance into the kingdom. The heavens opened and Joseph saw his
father, Joseph Smith, Sr., and his mother Lucy Mack Smith, along with Alvin, standing in
the kingdom of God “which was like unto circling flames of fire” (D&C 137:2). It is of
interest to note that at the time of this vision, Lucy Mack Smith was still alive, and Joseph
Smith, Sr. was 1n the upper room of the Kirtland Temple with the Prophet when the
revelation was received.’

Joseph learned many principles that day. He already knew (from Alma 41:3-6)
that the Lord “will judge all men according to their works, according to the desire of their
hearts” (D&C 137:9). But this vision must have been especially comforting to the Smith
family, not just in the case of Alvin, but again in the autumn of 1837 when Hyrum
Smith’s wife died.

My brother Hyrum's wife, Jerusha Barden Smith, died on the 13th of October
while I was at Terre Haute, and her husband at Far West. She left five small

“These historical facts were pointed out to the author by Joseph Fielding
McConkie, Lecture, Brigham Young University, April 5, 2001.
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children and numerous relatives to mourn her loss; her demise was severely felt
by all. She said to one of her tender offspring when on her dying bed, “Tell your
father when he comes that the Lord has taken your mother home and left you for
him to take care of.” She died in full assurance of a part in the first resurrection.’ .

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints teaches that faith in the Lord-
Jesus Christ, repentance, baptism by immersion for the remission of sins, and the laying
on of hands to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost are the first four principles and
ordinances of the gospel (A of F 4). Along with those principles, resurrection is truly one
of the leading principles of the Lord’s gospel. Resurrection is a saving principle, and a
comforting, reassuring doctrine.

“The fundamental principles of our religion,” wrote the Prophet in 1838, “are the -
testimony of the Apostles and Prophets, concerning Jesus Christ, that He died, was
buried, and rose again the third day, and ascended into heaven; and all other things which

pertain to our religion are only appendages to it.”"

F undamental Elements of Resurrected Souls

The doctrine deepened as Joseph revealed to the Church, and to any of the world
who cared to take note, restored truths about the eternal nature of man. Man 1s created

from fundamental elements. He exists in body and in spirit, which united are his living

soul. The resurrection from the dead s the redemption of the soul from death. The body

1s quickened, 1.e., made alive, and the reunited body and spirit will never suffer death

Smith, History of the Church, 2:519.
Y Smith, History of the Church, 3:30.
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again, being literally and corporeally conjoined—now sanctified and qualified for an
inheritance in the celestial kingdom (see D&C 88:14-20).

A troubling resurrection question is this: What of the Eskimo who is eaten by a
polar bear, the African consumed by a lion, the Brazilian child swallowed whole by an
anaconda, or the American whose chooses cremation over traditional burial in the
ground? Their bodies have been consumed, destroyed, even scattered across the face of
the land. How can they be resurrected? Joseph Smith has given the answer from the
Lord. His chain of spiritual logic 1s impeccabie.

All men know that all men must die—What 1s the object of our coming into
existence then dying and falling away to be here no more? This is a subject we
ought to study more than any other. which we ought to study day and night.—If
we have any claim on our heavenly father for any thing it is for knowledge on this
important subject— . . . We are one only capable of comprehending that certain
things exist. which we may acquire by certain fixed principles—If men would
acquire salvation they have got to be subject to certain rules & principles which
were f1xed by an unalterable decree before the world was, before they leave this
world."

In tracing the thing to the foundation, and looking at it philosophically, we shall
- find a very material difference between the body and the spirit; the body is
supposed to be organized matter, and the spirit, by many, 1s thought to be
immaterial, without substance. With this latter statement we should beg leave o
differ, and state that spirit is a substance; that it is material, but that it is more
pure, elastic and refined matter than the body; that it existed before the body, can
exist in the body; and will exist separate from the body, when the body will be

2Joseph Smith, Words of Joseph Smith, Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon W. Cook,
comp. and ed., (Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University,
1980), 254. Taken from the funeral sermon of Judge James Adams, a prominent probate
judege from Springfield, Illinois, who joined the Church. The sermon was preached at a
conference of the Church on Sunday, 9 October 1843 1n Nauvoo. Judge Adams was very
dear to the Prophet and was one of the first group of nine to receive the endowment. See
Smith, History of the Church, 6:47 and Smith, Words of Joseph Smith, 311, footnote 2
and 312, footnotes 6 and 7. All quotes from Words of Joseph Smith are i the grammar,
punctuation, and spelling of the manuscript documents.
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mouldering in the dust; and will in the resurrection, be again united with it.

Without attempting o describe this mystertous connection, and the laws that
govern the body and the spirit of man, their relationship to each other, and the
design of God in relation to the human body and spirit, I would just remark, that
the spirits of men are eternal, that they are governed by the same Priesthood that
Abraham, Melchizedek, and the Apostles were: that they are organized according
to that Priesthood which is everlasting, “without beginning of days or end of
years,”— that they all move in their respective spheres, and are governed by the

law of God.”

There is no fundamental principle belonging to a human system that ever goes
info another in this world or in the world to come; I care not what the theories of
men are. We have the testimony that God will raise us up, and he has the power to
do it. If any one supposes that any part of our bodies, that 1s, the fundamental parts
thereof, ever goes into another body, he is mistaken. |

He [Joseph Smith] was the first {0 teach in this age “substantialism,” the eternity
of matter, that no part or particle of the great universe could become annihilated or -
destroyed; that light and life and spirit were one. . . that light or spirit, and gross

matter, are the two first great primary principles of the universe, or of the being;

that they are self-existent, co-existent, indestructible, and eternal, and from these
two elements both our spirits and our bodies were formulated.”

Thus, Joseph Smith taught some very important principles. He taught that there is

in place a plan for man which has existed “before the foundations of this world” (D&C

SSmith, History of the Church, 4:575.

Smith, History of the Church, 5:337 and 339. Taken from the Prophet’s address

at the conference of the Church in Nauvoo on April 7, 1843, Elder Orson Pratt had made
a comment 1n his address about the human body going through a complete change every
seven years. Joseph responded as noted above, at the same time teaching fundamental

doctrine.

PHyrum Andrus and Helen Mae Andrus, They Knew the Prophet, (Salt Lake City:

Bookcraft, 1974), 95. This passage is taken from a letter written by Benjamin F. Johnson
to George S. Gibbs in 1903. The original is found in the Benjamin F. Johnson file which
is located in the Church Historian’s Library in Salt Lake City, and 1s entitled “An

Interesting Letter.”
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130:20-21). It was established in the premortal existence. Because of the plan, there 1s
an object to our existence. Both the body and the spirit contain fundamental matter from
which they are organized and fundamental matter not only predates the body and spirit,
but 1t 1s eternal and indestructible. Because fundamental matter 1s indestructible, it will
also be the base element of the resurrection of each individual mortal body to ever gain a
spirit. Man cannot be annihilated,’® which was a concern and a false doctrine taught by
many in that day."’
More painful to me are the thoughts of annihilation than death. If I have no

expectation of seeing my father, mother, brothers, sisters and friends again, my
heart would burst in 2 moment, and I should go down to my grave.®

What Will One Look Like in the Resurrection?

Joseph Smith will see his family and friends again, and because each will be
resurrected in his own body, he will recognize each person—and they will be indescribably
beautiful. “fT]he same glorious spirit gives them the likeness of glory and bloom --—the
old man with his silvery hairs will glory in bloom & beauty—no man can describe it to
719

you—n0 man c¢an write it.

In the world of the resurrected, all will be recognizable, each element of every

“Buck, Theological Dictionary, 18.

""For one example of teaching the doctrine of annihilation, refer to footnote 25 in
this thesis. Reverend Buck treats the philosophies of several Protestant thinkers in his

Theological Dictionary, pages 18-19.
8Smith, History of the Church, 5:362.
¥Smith, Words of Joseph Smith, 369.
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being restored to its own. Revelation 4:6 was explamed by the Prophet. John the
Revelator described heaven or paradise as “the happiness of man, and of beasts, and of
creeping things, and of the fowls of the air; that which is spiritual being in the likeness of
that which is temporal; and that which is temporal in the likeness of that which 1s
spiritual; the spirit of man in the likeness of his person, as also the spirit of the beast, and
every other creature which God has created” (D&C 77:2). He continued, showing that
there is joy in order. “The glory of the classes of beings in their destined order or sphere
of creation, [will be] in the enjoyment of their eternal felicity” (D&C 77:3).

That revelation expands the power of the Atonement of Christ over the Fall of
man and validates even further the reach of the Resurrection which the Redeemer

provides not just to man, but to all things in their perfect order and sphere.

And If There is No Resurrection?

If there were no Resurrection of Christ, then is He God? He cannot be. God 1s
omnipotent. The scriptures show that Christ had wondrous and total power over
deafness, dumbness, blindness, the elements, all forms of disease including the dreaded
leprosy, legions of devils, the death of others, and Satan himself. To say that He had not
power over His own death is to say that He 1s not who He says He is. If He rose not from
the tomb, then, as stated by a modem-day Protestant scholar, Christianity 1s in doubt. “If

in some way you could demonstrate to me that Jesus never lived, dited, or rose again, then
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I would have to say that I have no right to my religion.” To the contrary, Jesus
personally demonstrated through His Resurrection its reality, and taught Joseph Smith its
necessity, Without his individual resurrection man is cursed to eternity without a fulness.

“You have looked upon the long absence of your spirits from your bodies to be a
bondage” (D&C 45:17), Jesus taught Joseph Smith in Kirtland on March 7, 1831. He
seems fo be saying that without its own body, the spirit is imprisoned by its mability to
progress. Two years later the Prophet again recorded the words of the Savior, “For man
is spirit. The elements are eternal, and spirit and element, inseparably connected, receive
a fulness of joy; and when separated, man cannot receive a fulness of joy” (D&C
03:33-34).

Five principles are taught: 1) without its body, the spirit is in a state of holding; 2)
individual elements are eternal; 3) reéurrection means inseparable connection of the spirit
and its fundamental physical elements; 4) when reunited they receive the fulness; 5) if

they are not reunited the fulness of joy can never be realized.

Satan will never receive the fulness of the Father. In premortality, he rejected the
plan of the Father and the Son (see Moses 4:1-4) and was thereby condemned to a life
through all eternity without a body. A body is so important to the devil and his angels

that a legion of them even entered the bodies of a herd of pigs,” preferring that brief

“Raobert L. Millet, “The Historical Jesus,” in Historicity and the Latter-Day Saint
Scriptures, Paul Y. Hoskisson, ed., (Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham
Young University, 2001), 188. Robert L. Millet 1s quoting John Warwick Montgomery,
History and Christianity (San Bernardino, Calif.: Here’s Life, 1983), 107-8.

21FRor the biblical account, see Matt. 8:28-32; Mark 5:1-16; Luke 8:27-35.

-146-



experience to having no body at all. “The devil steals a tabernacle because he has not one

of his own.”%

Regarding the eternal gravity of Satan’s situation Joseph Smith wrote that “the
greatness of his punishment is that he shall not have a tabernacle. This 1s his
punishment.”” “The devil has no body, and herein is his punishment.”** Some religious
philosophers do not understand this principle, continued the Prophet on a separate
occasion: “Perhaps there are principles here that few men have thought of. No person can

have this salvation [the fulness of exaltation] except through a tabernacle.””

Gaining a physical body through birth and being resurrected in 1t are the design of
the Father. Corporeality is essential and is the desire of heaven. “We came to this earth
that we might have a body and present it pure before God 1n the celestial kingdom. The
great principle of happiness éonsists in having a body.”*

One of the great blessings of having a body 1s its ability to produce children. The -
desire of most men and women born to this earth is to propagate their species, to

procreate, and to raise up their own. From time to time, however, tragedy seems to

strike.

“*Smith, History of the Church, 5:338.
SSmith, History of the Church, 5:338.
“Smith, Teachings, 181.
>Smith, History of the Church, 5:338.
“Smith, Teachings, 181.
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Children in the Resﬁrrectiun

Joseph and his wife Emma’s hearts must have nearly burst. They lost several of '

their own chiidren to infant death. Many of their friends and neighbors suffered through

similar tragedies. What could be more difficult for a mother and her husband? Some of
the most comforting, promising, and motivating of all good news of the gospel are the
truths given to Joseph Smith regarding the fate of children who are taken by death, while
vet 1n infancy. They are magnificent doctrines, particularly to those who have struggled
through the trial.

A large crowd had gathered at the grove on the west side of the Nauvoo Temple
on March 20, 1842. It was the Sabbath and the Prophet was expected to deliver a
discourse on baptism for the dead. “I preached to a large assembly in the grove, near the
temple on the west,” he wrote. “The.body of a deceased child of Mr. Windsor P. Lyon
being before the assembly, changed my design in the order of my remarks.”’ The
deceased toddler was three year old Marian Lyon. Her mother was Sylvia.”® Thus spoke
the Prophet:

The moment that Children leave this world they are taken to the bosom of

Abraham™ The ownly difference between the old & young dying is one lives

longer in heaven & Eternal light & glory than the other & was freed a little sooner

from this miserable wicked world Notwithstanding all this glory we for a moment
loose sight of it & mourn the loss but we do not mourn as those without hope.™

“ISmith, History of the Church, 4:553.

“Smith, Words of Joseph Smith, 135, footnotes 1 and 2.
“See Luke 16:19-31.

3°Smith, Words of Joseph Smith, 107.
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Mothers and fathers of deceased chiidren, especially mothers, always want to
know the answer to these questions: “Where is my baby?” “Who is taking care of her?”
“Will I be permitted to see her again?” “Who will raise her to an adult?” The Lord’s
people turn to revelation for the answers.”’ These answers were given to the Lyons as
they listened to the Prophet’s voice near the Nauvoo Temple.

As conceming the resurrection I will merly say that all men will come from the
orave as they lie down, whether old or young their will not be added unto their
stature one cubit neither taken from it. All being raised by the power of God
having the spirit of God in their bodies & not blood Children will be enthroned in
the presence of God & the Lamb with bodies of the same stature that were on
carth, Having been redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb they will there enjoy a

fulness of that light Glory & intelligence which 1s received in the celestial
kingdom of God™

A seeming contradiction in doctrine is recorded in the sermon. As noted above, 1t

a

was reported by Wilford Woodrufi, the note-taker at this particular meeting, that “all men

will come from the grave as they lie down . . . not . . . added to their stature one cubit. . .
[and] Children will be enthroned in the presence of God . . . with bodies of the same
stature that were here on earth . . . there [to] enjoy a fulness . . . in the celestial kingdom
of God.” This account of the speech directly contradicts the doctrine of the kingdom.
The doctrine of the kingdom 1s that if one 1s to obtain the fulness of the gospel,

one must (among other requirements) first receive a new and everlasting covenant, even

*IIn considering this delicate issue, we must always remember the great vision of
the celestial kingdom and its heirs which 1s found 1n Doctrine and Covenants 137.

2Smith, Words of Joseph Smith, 1009.
*Smith, Words of Joseph Smith, 109.
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cternal marriage (see D&C 132:4). That is the principle. This is the logic, based upon
application of principle. If an infant remains in the same stature in the resurrection, he
cannot experience procreation through all eternity. It 1s biologically impossible. If he
cannot experience eternal procreation, he cannot have eternal increase, meaning, eternal
itves. Not to have eternal lives is to negate eternal progression. The opposite of fulness
is emptiness. To be eternally empty cannot be eternal happiness.

There must have been a clerical error on the part of Wilford Woodruff when he

recorded the sermon. But one would wonder, because Elder Woodruff reported the same
language 1n the King Follett Discourse two years later,

A question may be asked—“Will mothers have their children in eternity?” Yes!
Yes! Mothers, vou shall have your children; for they shall have eternal life, for
their debt is paid. There is no damnation awaiting them for they are in the spirit.
But as the child dies, so shall it nise from the dead, and be for ever living in the
learning of God. It will never grow [in the grave]; it will still be the child, in the
same precise form [when it rises] as it appeared before it died out of its mother's
arms, but possessing all the intelligence of a God. Children dwell in the mansions
of glory and exercise power, but appear in the same form as when on earth.
Eternity 1s full of thrones, upon which dwell thousands of children, reigning on
thrones of glory, with not one cubit added to their stature.”

B. H. Roberts, editor of the History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, attributes the suspicious “not one cubit” phrases to an error on the part of the
reporter. His comments are found 1n a very important explanatory note in the History of
the Church. He first notes the discrepancy in accepted doctrine and then points out the

fact that written records “were reported in long hand and from memory, so that they are

*Joseph Smith, Discourses of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Alma P. Burton, ed.,
(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Company, 1956), 138-139,
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very likely to contain inaccuracies and convey wrong impressions.” The ifssue‘ of
“children . . . remaiming of the same stature . . . is well known to be such an error. The
writer of this note {B. H. Roberts] distinctly remembers to have heard the late President
Wiltord Woodruff, who reported the above sermon, say that the Prophet corrected the

impression that had been made by his King Follett sermon.” Elder Roberts went on to

write “President Wilford Woodruff very emphatically said . . . about 1888-9, that the

prophet taught subsequently to his King Follett sermon that children while resurrected in
the stature at which they died would develope [sic] to full stature of men and women after
the resurrection; and that the contrary impression created by the report of the Prophet’s

King Follett sermon was due to misunderstanding of his remarks and erroneous

reporting.””’

= -1

Erroneous reporting must have been the case. There are six known accounts of

the King Follett sermon. The most complete are written by Wilford Woodruff, Willai:d
Richards, Thomas Buliock, and William Clayton, who were regular scribes for the
Prophet. Two others are brief comments in the journals of Samuel W. Richards and
Joseph Fielding. A careful study of their writings show that Willard Richards, Bullock,
and Clayton mention children being in the care of their mothers in the resurrection, but

none of them reported that Joseph said anything about “not one cubit being added to their

»Smith, History of the Church, 4:556.
**Smith, History of the Church, 4:556.
37Smith, History of the Church, 4:556.
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stature.” Neither Samuel W. Richards nor Joseph Fielding wrote anything at all about
the resurrection of children.
B. H. Roberts continued his defense of the “clerical error theory” with the

affidavits of two people who heard Joseph Smith comment on the resurrection of children

~ in 1844 after the King Follett sermon. Their affidavits were given in 1896 in Salt Lake
City, and describe the visit of the Prophet to the home of John Taylor and his wife .
Leonora Cannon Taylor who had lost a child to death in 1844. The Propliet visited their
home 1n Nauvoo and comforted Sister Taylor. Joseph and lsabella Horne were present on

that occasion, some fifty-two years earlier.

Sister M. Isabella Horne said:
“In conversation with the Prophet Joseph Smith once in Nauvoo, the subject of
children in the resurrection was broached. I believe it was in sister Leonora
Cannon Taylor's house. She had just lost one of her children, and I had also lost
one previously. The Prophet wanted to comfort us, and he told us that we should
receive those children in the moming of the resurrection just as we laid them
down, in purity and innocence, and we should nourish and care for them as their
mothers. He said that children would be raised 1n the resurrection just as they were
laid down, and that they would obtain all the intelligence necessary {0 occupy
thrones, principalities and powers. The 1dea that I got from what he said was that
the children would grow and develop in the Millennium, and that the mothers
would have the pleasure of training and caring for them, which they had been
deprived of in this life.

“This was sometime after the King Follett funeral, at which I was present.”

Brother Joseph Horne said: |
“I heard the Prophet Joseph Smith say that mothers should receive their children
just as they laid them down, and that they would have the privilege of doing for
them what they could not do here, the Prophet remarked. “How would you know

3For a complete accounting of the original writings of the six brethren see, Smith,
Words of Joseph Smith, 340-362.

*Smith, History of the Church, 4:556.
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them if you did not receive them as you laid them down!” I also got the idea that
children would grow and develop after the resurrection, and that the mothers
would care for them and train them.”®

Finally, Elder Roberts concluded his discussion of the clerical error with this
comment from the Joseph F. Smith, the President of the Church:

“In the Improvement Era for June, 1904, President Joseph F. Smith in an editorial

on the Resurrection said: ‘The body will come forth as is was laid down to rest,

for there is no growth or development in the grave. As it is laid down, so will 1t

arise, and changes to perfection will come by the law of restitution. But the spirit

will continue to expand and develop, and the body, after the resurrection will

develop to the full stature of man.’

This may be accepted as the doctrine of the Church in respect to the resurrection

of children and their future development to the full stature of men and women;

and it is alike conformable to that which will be regarded as both reasonable and
desirable.”

It is easy to conclude that there was a reporting error. The report given 1s not
consistent with the doctrine of the Restoration. The report stands corrected by Joseph and
Isabella Horne, Joseph F. Smith, and the Prophet Joseph Smith. The best evidence is that
President Wilford Woodruff, himself, admitted to a reporting error.

Joseph’s teachings, then are conclusive. Children who die before the age of

accountability are not accountable for their behavior. Any transgression or sin committed

by a little one 1s swallowed up in the redeeming Atonement. Each child will be saved
into the celestial kingdom, but, after the resurrection, each littie child will be raised into

adulthood by his earthly parents. Now, having received the gospel and its saving

WSmith, History of the Church, 4:556-557.
"Smith, History of the Church, 4:557.
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ordinances, such as the new and everlasting covenant of marriage, the child has become
one of the “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4).
There are established laws to which all men are accountable—even children. When

man obtains any blessing from God, it is by obedience to the law “upon which 1t 18

predicated” (see D&C 130:20-22).

Families in the Degrees of Glory in the Resurrection
A final issue deals with the insistence of Joseph of Egypt to be buried in Israel
with his fathers. Since a teenager, Joseph had lived his life in Egypt. Joseph’s own

family had multiplied along the banks of the River Nile. At the end of his life he told

them, “I die, and go unto my fathers; and [ go down to my grave with joy” (JST, Gen.

50:24). Joseph of Egypt must have understood families in the resurrection. If not, he
would certainly not have made this unusual request. He wanted his bones saved and
removed from Egypt to a more important family plot.

The surviving family of Israclites would remain in Egypt for nearly three hundred
years after Joseph’s death. For all those years they saved his bones as he requested (see
Gen. 50:25). They were transported to Shechem, in Samaria, where they were interred
with those of his fathers (see Ex. 13:19 and Joshua 24:32). The event was so significant

that 1t was mentioned by Paul in his “lecture on faith” about A.D. 65 (see Heb. 11:22).

Why was burial with his family so important to Joseph of Egypt and to the
children of Isracl? Why was it so significant that Paul reminded the Hebrews of it

eighteen hundred years later? Joseph of Nauvoo knew something that his forebear Joseph
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of Egypt also knew.** It was revealed to the Church in the funeral sermon of Lorenzo

Barnes on April 6, 1843.

The place where a man is buried is sacred to me. This subject is made mention of
in the Book of Mormon and other scriptures. Even to the aborigines of this land,
the burying places of their fathers are more sacred than anything else. . . . I believe
those who have buried their friends here, their condition is enviable. Look at
Jacob and Joseph in Egypt, how they required their friends to bury them in the
tomb of their fathers. See the expense which attended the embalming and the
going up of the great company to the bural. . . |

I will tell you what I want. If tomorrow I shall be called to lie 1n yonder tomb, in
the morning of the resurrection let me strike hands with my father, and cry, “My
father,” and he will say, “My son, my son,” as soon as the rock rends and before
we come out of our graves.

And may we contemplate these things so? Yes, if we learn how to live and how to
die. When we lie down we contemplate how we may rise in the morning; and 1t 1s
pleasing for friends to lie down together, locked in the arms of love, to sleep and

wake 1n each other’s embrace and renew their conversation. |

- I have seen in vision . . . this interesting theme.

S0 plain was the vision, that I actually saw men, before they had ascended from
the tomb, as though they were getting up slowly. They took each other by the
hand and said to each other, “My father, my son, my mother, my daughter, my
brother, my sister.” And when the voice calls for the dead to arise, suppose I am
laid by the side of my father, what would be the first joy of my heart? To meet my
father, my mother, my brother, my sister; and when they are by my side, I
embrace them and they me. . .. But I am glad I have the privilege of
communicating to you some things which, 1f grasped closely, will be a help to
you when earthquakes bellow, the clouds gather, the lightnings flash, and the
storms are ready to burst upon you like peals of thunder. Lay hold of these things

*See JST, Gen. 50:30-33 for a discussion of the familial relationship between the
two Josephs.

“Lorenzo Barnes was the first missionary of the Church to die in a foreign land
while serving a mission. He died in England in 1842. He was only thirty years of age.
His body was disinterred and re-moved to Salt Lake City in 1852. (Taken from Smith,
Words of Joseph Smith, 2778 footnote 4.) We can conclude that his family moved the body
that he might be resurrected with his loved ones.
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and let not your knees or joints tremble, nor your hearts faint; and then what can

earthquakes, wars and tornadoes do? Nothing. All your losses will be made up to

you in the resurrection, provided you continue faithful. By the vision of the
-Almighty I have seen it.

God has revealed His Son from the heavens and the doctrine of the resurrection
also; and we have a knowledge that those we bury here. God will bring up again,
clothed upon and quickened by the Spirit of the great God; and what mattereth it
whether we lay them down, or we lay down with them, when we can keep them
no longer? Let these truths sink down in our hearts, that we may even here begin
to enjoy that which shall be in full hereafter. The expectation of seeing my
friends in the morning of the resurrection cheers my soul and makes me bear up
against the evils of life. It is like their taking a long journey, and on their return we
meet them with increased joy.*

The resurrection is all about family. The plan, itself, is a family affair. There
exists eternal love in the Lord’s great plan of happiness; which happiness is salvation.
Happiness and salvation co-exist in the Creation, the Fall, and the Atonement. The
- glorious resurrection is as much a part of the plan as is any other tenet. Without pillars,
buildings fail. Without stakes, fents collapse. Without the literal, eternal resurrection of
the body, the plan of happiness would cease to exist.

Joseph Smith spoke often of glory in the resurrection. Of the many examples of
that principle, we will examine two. In Nauvoo, May 11, 1843, the Prophet addressed his
people. It was a magnificent discourse on the gathering of Israel. Interspersed with the
doctrine of the gathering, we find continual references {¢ the next life, both the world of
the unresurrected or disembodied spirits and the eternal degrees of glory wherein the

resurrected will dwell. Why would he have included a discussion of the resurrection in

“Smith, History of the Church, 5:361-362; emphasis added.
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his talk on the_gathering? Simply stated, the resurrection will be the greatest of the
gatherings!

I will criticize a little further. There has been nruch said about the word hell, and
the sectarian world have preached much about it, describing it to be a burning lake
of fire and brimstone. But what is hell? It is another modern term, and 1s taken
from hades. . ..

Hades, the Greek, or Shaole, the Hebrew: these two significations mean a world
of spirits. Hades, Shaole, paradise, spirits in prison, are all one: 1t 1s a world of
Spirits.

The righteous and the wicked all go to the same world of spirits until the
resurrection. “I do not think so,” says one. If you will go to my house any time, I
will take my lexicon and prove it to you. [Next, we see the Prophet explaining
away the fantasy of literal burning hell as he introduces real hell, i.e., the eternal
disappointment that some will know, that they could have done better for
themselves.]

The great misery of departed spirits in the world of spirits, where they go after:
death, is to know that they come short of the glory that others enjoy and that they
might have enjoyed themselves, and they are their own accusers. “But,” says one,
“I believe in one universal heaven and hell, where all go, and are all alike, and.
equally miserable or equally happy.” [Now, take note as the Prophet, a master
teacher in his own right, harmonizes God-given logic with God-given scripture. ]

What! where all are huddied together— the honorable, virtuous, and murderers,
and whoremongers, when it is written that they shall be judged according to the
deeds done in the body? But St. Paul informs us of three glories and three
heavens. He knew a man that was caught up to the third heavens. Now, 1f the
doctrine of the sectarian world, that there 1s but one heaven, 1s true, Paul, what do
you tell that lie for, and say there are three? Jesus said unto His disciples, “In my
Father's house are many mansions, if it were not so, I would have told you.Igo to
prepare a place for you, and I will come and receive you to myself, that where I
am ye may be also.”®

 Resurrection of all mankind is automatic. It is a gift of the Atonement. One’s

eventual and eternal degree of glory in the resurrection is dependent upon individual

“Smith, History of the Church, 5:425-426.
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worthiness. The Prophet taught that principle in the funeral sermon known as the King
Follett Discourse. The Prophet spoke of the resurrection of both the just and the unjust.
He carefully pointed out that glory in resurrection will be based upon faithfulness.

Hear it, all ye ends of the earth--all ye priests, all ye sinners, and all men. Repent!
Repent! Obey the gospel. Turn to God; for your religion wont save you, and you
will be damned. I do not say how long. There have been remarks made concerning
all men being redeemed from hell; but I say that those who sin against the Holy
Ghost cannot be forgiven in this world or in the world to come; they shall die the
second death. Those who commit the unpardonable sin are doomed to Gnolom--to
dwell in hell, worlds without end. As they concocted scenes of bloodshed in this
world, so they shall rise to that resurrection which is as the lake of fire and
brimstone. Some shall rise to the everlasting burnings of God; for God dwells 1n
everlasting burnings and some shall rise to the damnation of their own filthiness,
which 1s as exquisite a torment as the lake of fire and brimstone.

I have intended my remarks for all, both rich and poor, bond and free, great and
small. I have no enmity against any man. I love you all; but I hate some of your
deeds. I am your best friend, and if persons miss their mark it is their own fault.*

Joseph Smith’s Final Sabbath Day Address

Sunday morning at 10 a.m., the Prophet stood in the Grove, near the temple at
Nauvoo which so gallantly overlooked the broad Mississippi River. The date was June
16, 1844, -only 11 days before Joseph Smith and his beloved brother, Hyrum, would be
martyred. This was the last Sunday address the Prophet would deliver to his people.
Even as he spoke, a mob was gathering in Carthage. Scribe Thomas Bullock’s account of
the lengthy discourse spans six pages in the History of the Church. The focus of the
sermon was on the Christian Godhead, plurality of Gods, and the nature and origin of

God. There is also commentary on resurrection into joint heirship with the Creator and

“Smith, History of the Church, 6:317.
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Savior.*” “They who obtain a glorious resurrection from the dead, are exalted far above
.principalitie.s, powers, thrones, dominions and angels, and are expressly declared to be
heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ, all having eternal power.”*

The promise of the resurrection and joint heirship with God 1s guaranteed in the
- Oath and Covenant of the Priesthood. The Oath and Covenant of the Priesthood (which
- 1s found 1 D&C 84:33-42), predates most of the quotations we have examined.
Received in September, 1832, seven months after the foundational “Vision of the
Glones,” 1t 1s woven 1nto the Prophet’s funeral sermons.

“For whoso 1s faithtul unto the obtaining these two priesthoods of which I have
spoken, and the magnifying their calling,” spoke the resurrected Christ through Joseph
Smith, “are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies. . . . And he that:':ii
receiveth me receiveth my Fﬁther.” Now, the crowning oath and covenant. “[H]é that

receiveth my Father recetveth my Father's kingdom; therefore all that my Father hath

shall be given unto him” (D&C 84:33, 37, and 38). What a magnificent promise!

YSmith, History of the Church, 6:473-479. While portions of this sermon are
reminiscent of the “King Follett Discourse” 1n its content, it was a general address
presented at a church meeting, not at a funeral. It points out the consistency of the

Prophet 1n his teaching true doctrine.
“8Smith, History of the Church, 6:478.

-159-






CHAPTER SEVEN

CONCLUSIONS

Conclusions QOutlined

Apostles, prophets, teachers, evangelists, and the common man have been taught

the doctrine of the resurrection from the time of Adam down to this day. The doctrine

has been understood and misunderstood, taught and argued against, believed and rejected.

Either the resurrection 1s a literal reuniting of the spirit to its own body, or it is not. There

1S no gray area. The doctrine of the resurrection Jesus taught is either true, or it is a lie.

From the findings of this thesis, the writer concludes the following:

1.

- 2.

Jesus taught the doctrine of corporeal resurrection.
Jesus was resurrected 1n His own body after His crucifixion.
Jesus’ Apostles taught the doctrine as He did.

The doctrine of corporeal resurrection was believed and taught by most of
the Apostolic Fathers of the first and second centuries.

Corporeal resurrection was argued against by the Greeks.

Most of the Ante-Nicene Fathers after the third century opposed the
doctrine of corporeal resurrection.

After the Council of Nicea, corporeal resurrection was lost from the
dogma of the Christian Church.

The Lord restored the true doctrine of the resurrection through His Prophet
Joseph Smith.
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0. Resurrection 1s:

d.

b.
C.
d

e.

Universal for all who ever gained a mortal body.

Eternal.

Inseparable reuniting of one’s own body and spirtit.

Rising from the dead in a perfected body of flesh and bones.
Requisite for a fulness of joy.

10.  The Resurrection of Jesus Christ proves that He is the Eternal Messiah.

In Summary

Again, we go to the fountainhead Prophet to teach us, because “spring water tastes

best right from the fountain.”' From him we learn sweet-tasting truth.

The first step in the salvation of men is the laws of eternal and self-existent
principles. Spirits are eternal. At the first organization in heaven we were all
present and saw the Savior chosen and appointed, and the plan of salvation made
and we sanctioned it. We came to this earth that we might have a body and
present it pure before God in the Celestial Kingdom. The great principle of
happiness consists in having a body.*

The Lord taught us to be “perfect, even as Jour] Father which is in heaven is

perfect” (Matt. 5:48). We agreed to that commandment in the premortal life. The Father

did not leave us to muddle alone through this earthly existence. Man becomes perfected

“through the atonement of Christ, and the resurrection, and obedience in the Gospel™

during which “we shall again be conformed to the image of his Son, Jesus Christ; then we

shall have attained to the image, glory, and character of God.”

'Smith, Words of Joseph Smith, 122.

“Smith, Words of Joseph Smith, 60.

“Smith, Words of Joseph Smith, 231.
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The resurrection is not an appendage of the gospel. Itis core doctrine. The
glorious resurrection is prerequisite to the reception of “all spiritual blessings” (Eph. 1:3).
The highest blessings of heaven—immortality, eternal marriage, eternal family, eternal
increase, and joint heirship with Heavenly Father and His Beloved Son—would not be
possible without the resurrection. Without the resurrection and its companion, eternal
life, mortal life would be nothing but a pointless exercise in futility,

All spiritual blessings are made possible through the life, the Atonement, and the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. He was the “firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20).
“Death 1s swallowed up in victory.” Because of Him, the grave has no victory, death has
no sting. “Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(see 1 Cor. 15:54-57.) Because He unlocked the gate to heaven, we can enter and we:can
live thére with our families for eternity. L

The resurrection 1s doctrine taught from beginning to end, and exists 1n all
scripture— ancient and modern. If the body and spirit are separated, “man cannot receive
a fulness of joy.” But, when the cold body and the bright and living spirit are
“inseparably connected,” each man shall be quickened. Each is entitled to, and will
“recerve a fulness of joy” (D& C 93:33-34).

Heavenly Father’s plan 1s that every member of His family return to Him. To
bring His work and His glory to pass, each of His children must know the truth.
Therefore, truth was restored through Joseph Smith who “has done more, save Jesus only,
for the salvation of men in this world, than any other man that ever lived 1n it” (D&C

135:3). Through the Prophet Joseph Smith, all was taught to Father’s children, that they

-163-



might know the Father and the Son and inherit exaltation.
“It came from God,” he said.* The Prophet could not have been more
correct. The doctrine came from God. The plan came from God. The Resurrection of

J eSuS Christ came from God.

*Smith, History of the Church, 1:253.
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