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PREFACZ

A parusal of the history of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints shows that between 1945 and
1960 the Church made tremendous progress in South
America. Church membership there grew more than 1000
percent, from just over 1,200 members in two missions
to more than 14,000 members in five missions. The local
members develoned in leadership and faithfulness to the
point that almost half of all South American branches
were presided over by native leaders. E£Even the opposition
to the worik of the Church could perhaps be taken as e
manlfestation that progress was belng made,

This thesis is a record of both the history of this
paerliod and of ths reasons behind the progress thart was
made. In writing this thesis, manuscript histories
of ths missions have been searched; personal interviews
conducted; yearly mission reports have been studied;
and Churcn periodicals, hoth EFnglish end Sranish, have
been reviewed, Dlllssionary journals, diliarilies, letters,
and otherérelated materials collected by the missions
over the years and kept at the Church Historian's Office,

have been examined. Packground material on South America



came from several good source books in the Harold B.

Lee Library at Srigham Young University,



Chanter 1

THE SEEDBED

Describing the setting in which this history took
Place will help 1n understanding some of the factors
that influenced the growth of the Church in South
America in the years 1945 to 1960,

South America 1s a land of contrasts. The
differences are especlally pronounced 1n physical make
up, national govarning systems, and standards of living,
Certain portions of the Atacama Desert i1n northern Chile
have not hacd rainfall for at least 400 years, while thea
southorn regions of South America citen get more than
200 inches of rainfall annually., 7Though it is not
unusual for Lima, Peru to zo twenty years without rain,

just across the Andes in the Amazon basin is the

1

largest and wettest tropical rain forest in the world.
In the desert regions of west central South America
hordly a living thing can be found, and in Argentina's
pamnpa region the blacl earth is /7 to 11 feet deep and so
rich that fertilizer is seldom necessary to encourage

an abungant cron,

WA Gupiaitihar-aigenn iR Spnperiir-an Al aaaEaianens AR Al Ty oo TR

IA. Theodore Tuttle, "South America . . . Land

of Prophecy and Promise,!" The Improvement Era, LXVLI
(May, 1963, 352, T




The governments 1n South America are very unique

one from another, In the 1945~1960 period ranged from
Uruguay, a free democractic republic, to her neighbor
Paraguay, a blatant military dictatorship.

The vast disparity tetween rich and poor was
very apvarent both between and within the South American
nations in the 1950's., In many South Arverican cities
horse and ox-drawn carts traveled the streets among the

sleek new automobiles, and adobe huts crouches jJust a few

blocks from modern skyscrappers. Monstrous hillside
slums overlooked wealthy mansions 1n 1o de Janeiro, The
rugged beauty of the Andes was a sharp contrast to the
squalor and abject poverty in which the Indians of

that region lived.

HHowever, since they all basically had the saine
historical, religious, and cultural roots, there were
certain similarities between these nations. Thelr
political, economic, and social problems were much the

Same ,

PAHY S{CAL FEATURES

South America's two most distinguishing
geographical features are the lofty Andes mountalins and the
mighty Amazon River., The Andes are the longest chailn

of mountains in the world, stretching 4,500 miles in



South America.? Mount Aconcauvgua, rising 22,835 feet, is
the highest point 1n the western hemlisphere. Twenty-~one

of the Andean peaks are higher than North America's high-

est point, Mount McKinley, in Alaska, For almost 3,000

mlles no pass can be found through these mountains at

less than 12,000 feet.

The great Amazon River drains an area three-fourths

the size of the United States and 1s the largest river

system in the world., It has 1,110 tributaries, some of

which are 3,000 miles long. The river begins one
hundred miles from the Pacific in Peru and 1t carries
twelve times as much water into the ocean as the Missils-

.. 3 . ,
S1PPD1. I1ts fresh water flows one hundred miles 1nto

the Atlantic, Not a single dam nor bridge crosses 1t
in its nearly 4,000 mile course., Huge Europ&an ocean
vessels travel more than 2,300 miles up the river to

. { : : :
lquitos, Peru.} It 1s estimated that one-fifth of the

vorld's fresh water comes from the Amazon.
The continent of South America covers one~elghth
of the earth's surface, It is twice the size of the

United States and Alaska. Its southern tip lies Just

2J. Fred Rippy, Latin America (Ann Arbor: Univer-
sity of Michigan Press, 1958), p. 9.

3John Gunther , Inside South America (New Yorks:
Harper and Row, 1966), p, &5,

qRiPPYa p. 13.



five hundred miles from Antarctica and Rio de Janeilro 1is
1,500 miles farther from Los Angeles than from Cibralter,
In fact, Brazil extends 2,600 miles east of New VYork City.
The world's largest waterfall, beautiful Iguasu Falls,

1s located on the Argentine, Paraguayan, and Brazilian

bordaers 1n south central South America.5

THE PEOPLE

The racial mixture in South America 1s divergent,
Uruzuay and Argentina are almost all white (that is, of
Furopean descent), while Peru, Ecuador, and Bolivia are
50 percent Indian, Thare are about forty million full

6 Brazil, with

or part blooded Indians in South America,

11 percent Negro, 62 percent Europ=zan, and 2> percent

mixed population, really has such intermixture that the
7

majority of the people consider themselves rnulattoes.

Recife, Brazil is rnuch more lilke an African city than

Chile's

like Boston or New York. On the west coast,
people are nearly 90 percent mestizo, that is, of
Furopean and Indian descent,

The divergence between educated and i1gnorant,

OMary Wilhelmine Williams, The Prople and Politics
of latin America (Boston: Ginn and Co., 1945), p. 9.

OTuttle, p. 353,

7Gunther, p. 1ll.



civilized and savage, in the 1950's was stark, Of the
500,000 surviving pure Indians in Brazil, about 50,000
1in the deep interior had had no exposure whatsoever to
civilization. In Peru, Ecuador, and Bolivia, the inert,
oppressed, and impoverished Indians formed a huge,
unassimilated mass who had almost nothing to do with

national life.8 On the other hand Uruguay and Argentina

were made up largely of middle class people where the
aristocratic land owning class was rapidly diminishing,
Portuguese 1s the most widely spoken language

1n South America, followed by Spanish, then the Indian

tonguas, One half of the population of PBolivia, Peru,
and Ecuador do not understand Spanish, and Paraguay 21s
officially bi-lingual, the people spasakling Spanish and
Guarani.,

Tha South Americans had one of the highest birth
rates in the world in the 1950f's, The population was
about 170 million of which half were under eighteen.9
Huge cities sprang up ovar night in many areas as the
rural population began to move to the cities, Belo

Horizonte, Brazil, did not exist at the turn of the century

and in sixty years had becoma bigger than Denver, In

Wiy dlieerdpesuniPiapdepeibob evulp ouiibeapDagenird o MR Hrvtauipal

8Helen Miller Bailey and Abxraham P, Nasatir, Latin

America: The Development of Its Civilization (Englewood
Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1960), p. 435,

JGunther, p. 108,
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twenty=~-five years (1935-1969) Lima, Peru grew from 470,000

to 1,700,000, almost 400 percent. Just one slum area in

ILima had over 200,000 residents.lo

HISTORY

Columbus landed in Venezuela in 1498 and claimed
it forSpain.11 Two years later, Pedro Cabral, a
Portuguese sailor, discovered Brazil and set his flag
thereupon, During the three hundred years tChereafter
South America lived under the domination o these two great
powers. Within a twenty year period, though, 1n the early
1800's, all of South America was liberated., Her great
libeirators were Bolivar, San Martin, Sucre, O'Higgins, and
Mirande. Bolivar liberated six countries and San Martin
three,

South America did not fall into the solid, unified,
democratic pattarn that her neighbors much farther north
did, The countriez that colonized South America had had
little experience with demociracy and had not experienced
the Protestant reformation. Spaln and Portugal were

absolutist monarchies at the time and the religion thay

brought exerted influence toward absolutism, not

democracy.l2 These first invaders of South Amerlca were

sy wililli-g

1OGunther, p. 123.

lyittliams, p. 108,

12, A. Gomez, Government and Politics_in Latin
America (New York: Random House, 1960), p. 17.




not colonists, but plunderers and killed millions of
native Indians while extracting much of their wealth.
Pizarro, with 183 men conquered all of Peru and double
crossed and defeated the trusting, naive Indlians, many of

whom thought theilr great white god had returned,

ECONOMICS

South American nations were 1n a poor condition
economically during the 1950's, but they liked to call
themselves developlng rather than underdeveloped nations.
The average income was only $269 a year with 2 percent of
the people making 70 percent of the wealth.l3 Ten
parcent of South Americans owned 90 percent of the arable
land and some of the fuadal ¢states paid their workers
as low as one cent a day..l4 Thus three fourths of South

Americans lived 1n severe poverty, Soma attempts were

made to break up the land, but the land ovners in most
countries were too powerful and more often than not con-
trolled the government.

Another problem was that many South American
countries ware one-product nations. They had not

diversified and thus their economy was completely

dependent on one crop or product, as in tne case of

WP LNt el LOaipt-—v Lindiplhe

13Gunther, pP. X1V,

l4Gunther, p. 90,



Chile, which was dependent on copper, Colombia, wnich
depended on coffee, bananas from Ecuador, tin in Bolivia,

and oil in Venezuela,.

POLITICS

South America was important to the United States
in many areas, particularly in politics, strategy,
investments, and trade. One third of all U.S. imports
were from South America. Though South America sided with
the United States in World War Il1, she seemed to resent
the "big brother!” role of the U,S. with 1its Monroe
Doctrine and occasional latin American interventions,l?

Many of her own problems were political.
Revolutions were coumon, though often not full scale
bloody encounters, and usually meant little more than

temporary shifts in political power.16

Some wexre simply
forced substitutions of personnel, Sometim=2s the partic-
1ipants themselves did not take the revolutions seriously,

as in one case in Brazil., The Brazilian president,

Vargas, committed suicide in 1954 and threats of public

disorder resulted, Army tanks were dispatched to the

9 S afihasiiin gRyilaiiine-nban

15ponaia E. Worcester and Wendell G. Schaeffer,
The Growth and Culture of Latin America (lLondon: Oxford

University Press, 1956), pe. Vii.

19German Arciniegas, The State of Latin America
(New York: Alfred A, knopf, 1952), pp. 355-357.




presidential palace to control the situation though
they were slow in arriving, dua to huge civilian
rush hour traffic., The tanks reached thelr destination
eventually and, in front of the palace, found that rival
tanks had already arrived, The enemy crews then proceeded
to play football together, using the tanks to mark their
goalsol7
South America's biggest problems were revolution,
land rerorm, inflation, population pressure, politics,
corruption in government, industrialization, hemlsphere
relations, American »nolicy, communist position, oligarchy,
the church, the army, and getting her opeople to pay their
taraes., She needed education, development, and political
stability, but 1t was difficult to set a priority.
You cannot extend education without the financing
that will come from development; but development
1s s1milarly impossible without an educated
cadre. And neither education nor development
1s possible without some measure of political
stability,l8
ifost of these countries had stormy political
histories., Venezuela had one hundred revolts in
150 years, Bolivia had 179 changes of government in 126

years, and Chile had eight presidents 1n elghteen months,

Argentina had over two hundred different political parties.

17Gunther, p. 13.

18Gunther, D, 223.



HeEALTH AND EDUCATION

The health and education of the people was also a
big problem, Twenty percent of all Brazilian children
died 1in thelr first year, and a Peruvian woman had to
bear eight to ten children to have three survive to

19

adolescence, Many of the Indians were stunted in their

growth and their life expectancy was very low,

Although the oldest university in the new world
is in South America, at Lima (San Marcos University,
founded in 1551), education in general is deplorable.zo
Only 2 percent of the gross national product of South
America was spent on education and i1lliteracy was at
50 pazrcent., Only 15 parcent of young people high school
age went to school aund 15,000,000 grade school children
did not attend because there were no schools for them,

Recife, a city in Brazil the size of Baltimore, had only

two public secondary schools.
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION

Traveling by air was the best transportation 1n

South America, then roads, and last railroads. To go
from Bahia, Brazil to Aracaju, Brazil, for example, was

twenty-eight h< s by train, seven by cwiy, and thirty-five

lgGunther, p ® 34‘2 ®

20yiorcester, pp. 950-951.



minutes by jet. Brazil was second in volume of air

traffic in the world and its alr service was swift,

fraquent and comprehensive, Every South American country

had an airline of its own,

Travel by car was poor. In Paraguay there were
only one hundred miles of paved road.22 Thlis was a
nation the size of California, which has 120,000 miles of
paved road. The whole country of Bolivia, a nation of
three million, had only 14,000 automobiles, Paraguay had
10,000, Giant Brazil had only 6,400 miles of paved road,
less than the environs of a big city 1n this country.23
Her unpaved roads were in very poor condition with "mud-
hoiles 300 miles wide.” DManaus, a Brazilian city of 160,000
di1d not have one road leading to it and could be visited
only by river or air, A whole state in Peru contalning
more than 150,000 inhabitants, had no roads.

Rallroad travel was in poor shape except 1n
Argentina, where 40 percent of all South America's rail-
roads were located., Brazil had only 23,000 miles of
rallroad, the United States had ten times that m.uch.24
California had nearly fiity times as much raillroad as

comparably sized Paraguay, which had only 309 miles of

rail. Its locomotive on the one thousand nile run from

Asuncion to Buenos Aires was wood burning and only ran

21Gunther, p. X1. 22Tuttle, Fra, p. 226,

ZBGunther, Do 6¢ Zatqorces‘ter, | 2 8690
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once a week.

Communications were quite poor 1n South America

and mall service was slow and often infrequent. Phone

service was not much better. Argentina had more than

half of the phones in South America. Brazilian phone

service was such that routing a call via New York was
25

sometlimes the fastest way to call across town. News =
papers relled on dispatches from the U.S. even for news

of tneir own South American neighbors,

RELIGION

More than one third of all the Roman Catholics

in the world lived in South America, though fewer than

26

20 percent were active and went to mass regularly.

Over 90 percent of all South Americans claimed to be

Catholic, and Brazil was the largest Catholic country
in the world and San Paulo the largest Catholic arch-
diocese. There were about &,500,000 Protestants on the
contilnent.

The Church and state were closely tied in
Argentina, Paraguay, and Peru, at that time, and not very
closely tied in Brazil, Chile, and Uruguay. The historic
South American Catholicism was "undiluted and all-

embracing,'" The early conquistadors fought 1n the name

26

25Gunther, p. 12. Gunther, p. 130,
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of the cross and baptized Indians by the tens of thousands.,
No church but the Catholic was permitted on the contlnent
at that time and the church grew "rich and decadent,"27

1t became the biggest land owner on the continent and holds

that distinction today.

THE NATIONS

countries cone-

Now a word about the individual
cerned 1n this theslis will be given, ¥First 1s Argentina,.
This, the second largest country 1i1n area in South America
and eighth largest in the world, was probably the best
developed and strongest country in South America in the

1950'5.28 Ninety percent of the people were of European

descent and 1t had besn sald that Argentina gave the
1mpression of not being a South American nation at all,

but "a slice of Europe that happens to be situated 1in

29

South America by geographical accident," Half of all

Argentines had Iltalian blood, and only 1 percent were
pure Indian, For years Argentinez was the largest British
colony outside the 3British commonwealth, The British ran
an efficlient railway system 1n Argentina until Peron

30

nationalized it,

27A
and Government (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co.,, 1954),
p. 19,

ustin F., Macdonald, Latin Aperican Politics

28Macdona1d, p. 23, 29Gunther, p. 169,

3QMacdonald, p. 26,
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Argentina had the highest standard of living 1n

South America and with Uruguay, the best educated and
healthiest citizens., Literacy was at 91 percent and

life expectancy and infaat mortality were the highest and

lowest respectively in South America.

Argentina's capital, Buencos Aires, was the biggest

port i1n the western hemisphere except for New York, and

had nearlily 6,000,000 inhabitants in the metropolitan
area. It was the ninth most populous city in the world

and one of the most beautiful,

Argentina gained her independence from Spailn
in 1616 and in 13853 adopted a constitution much like
the United States'. She was however the most anti-
American South American country during the 1950's and had
the largest communist partve. 3l The state church was
backed and financially suppdrted by the government and
both the president and vice president had to be Catholic
according to the constitution. There were 400,000 Jews
1in Argentlna.

Brazil, the fifth largest country geographically
in the world and the largest in South America, made up
half the continent and half tne people in South Amerilca.

It borders on every South American country but Ecuador

and Chile. It has a temperate climate that seldom falls

below fi1fty degrees and rarely reaches one hundred,

O mepamer il gRamup MGy Wiy

31Gunther, p. 163,
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Between the years 1500 and 1800, three and a half million
Negroes were imported from Africa to work the sugar
plantations of Brazil.32 Their intermarriage with the
Portuguese created a large mulatto population in Brazil,
but tez2re have been almost no racial problems there, The
largest colony of Japanese outside the orient lived in
Brazil, and at one time Germans were of such numbers in
Brazil that German was a second language of the country.,
The speaking of German was outlawed however, during VWorld
War 11 and after,

Brazil had more potentially arable land than all

of Europe although half of the farmland was possessed by
33

1.0 percent of the owners, She ranked first in natural
resources and industry 1n South America and produced more
coffee and iron orzs than any other country in the world.
rffler Varlg Alrlines were the fifth largest airline world
wide, but though progressive, sha still had some of the
poorest, most destitute people in all South America 1n
her northeast.,

Tiny Uruguay, the smallest South American
country (Brazil is forty-five times as large) was in-
habited largely by people of European descent and had a

strong middle class. There were few slums, no pronounced

extremes between rich and poor and no large underdeveloped

32::

1975), 26,
33Gunther ’ p ® XV o

The Church in Brazil," Ensign, y (February,
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or uninhabited areas, She was the most stable lLatin

34

American republic and was ruled by a nine man commlission,
The Army had little power. She had, with Argentina, the

highast literacy rate and the best public health record

on the continent, but one common problem she did have was
that 1 percent of the population owned 33 percent of the
land,

Uruguay was very anti-clerical, so much so that
Christmas was known as Family Day and Easter known as
Tourist Week, Several leading families were atheist
and Uruguay did not have a Catholic cardinal for many
years.35

Paraguay was about 90 percent mestizo and was

ruled by a dictator. The capital city of Asuncion - was
founded in 1537 and although there ware no slums in
Asuncion, the average income in Paraguay was only $20l]
a year. Thils was probably the least developed country in
South America, Only l.3 percent of her land was arable,30
Some of her boundaries were still in dispute in the 1950's
inciuding the one with Bolivia,

Chile is 2,650 miles long, but averages only 110
miles in width, It is a land where avalanches, floods,
volcanic eruptions, landslides, and damaging storms are

frequent, In 1960 an earthquake in Chile left

34G0m32, P e 73. BSGUnther, po 221 °

36Gunther, p. 239,
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350,000 homeless in winter and killed 5,000 others,

Santiago, the capital city, was the fourth largest

city in South America, and had 2.5 million people. Punta
Arenas, population 55,000, was the southernmost city in
the world and was a stopping place for many ships going
through the Straits of Magellan.,. Chile had 8.4 million

people, two thirds of whom lived i1n or near cities. The

nation was both maritime and mountainous, and 1ts one

main product was copper, and this was 35 percent in the

hands of American <:ompa1:1:'i.es;.“:37

Seventy-five percent of
the arable land was owned by 5 percent of the people and

10 percent of the people got 50 percent of the national

""':anorne..38

Peru 1s the third largest country in South

America and is 130 percent Indian, Lima, its capital, was

the dominant Snanlsh city in South Amerlica for three
hundred years and was the seat of the Spanish vice
royalty;39 The Indians had little to do with the national
life i1n Peru, which was mostly run by whites and
mestizoes, 7The highest railroad in the world was 1in [ima
and climbed from sea level 16,000 feet into the high

Andes.

37Harry'Bernstein,mgdern and Contemporary Latin
America (Chicago: J. B. Lippincott, 1952), p. 566,

38Gunther, Pe 2/%,

39Tom B. Jones and Donald Beatty, An_Introduction

to Hispanic American History (New York: Harper & Bros.,
1950), »., 112,
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This 1s the setting for the history of the Church
which will cover the fifteen years between 1945 and 1960,
This 1s the seedbed in which the seed of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, as promulgated by The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints, was sown,



Chapter 2

THE SEED IS PLANTED

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
1s a missionary Church, In fact, just a month after 1its
organization in 1830 the first LDS missionary, Samuel
He Smith, left his home in New York to preach the gospel.

Since that time tens of thousands of lMormon milssionarlies

have traveled to all parts of the world to spread the

The word of the Lord in the

news of the restored Church.
Doctrine and Covenants was, '"Send forth the elders of my
Church unto the nations which are afar off; unto the 1is-
lands of the sea, send forth unto foreign lands; call upon
all nations. (133:8,)

The Mormons heeded this divine commlssion and
attempted to carry it out, In 183/ tha first foreign
misslion of the Church was established by Heber C, Kimball
in Great Britian, By 1854 the Church had sent missionaries
into fourteen different countries in widely separated

axeas of the globe.

The Pacific Isles were opened 1n

1844, france in 1849, Asia and Australia in 1851, and

South Africa in 1853, 1

lJoseph Fielding Smith, Essentials in Church

History (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1973), p. 634,
19
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The gospel, which was to go to all nations (Mark

16:15), was not preached in South America until 1925,

although an earlier attempt had been made., In 1851 Elder
Parley P, Pratt, an early day Mormon apostle, and his
wife, and a companion, Rufus Allen, were sent on a mission
to South America by Brigham Young "to open the door and
proclaim the gospel in . . . South America,” and dedicate
the land for missionary work,

They arrived at the port city of Valparaiso, Chile,
in November, 1851 and commenced to study the language,
mingle with the people, and work to sustain themselves.
After a few months of rather discouraging progress witn
the language, and an insufficiency of funds, and owing

to a revolution then in progress in the country, the

2

missionerlies returned home, In spite of the apparent
faillure of their mission, flder Prattc declared prophet-
1cally that there was a brighter day in the future for
the work of the Lord in South America which would
unltimately result in "the restoration of unnumbered
millions of the house of Israel and of Joseph--even of
3

many nations,"

During the saventy-five years between Elder

2Parley'Po Pratt, Autiobiograpny of Parley P, Pratt
(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co,, 1950), pp. 39/-401,

A
“Brigham H, Roberts, A Comprehensive History of tha
Church of Jesusg Christ of Latter-day Ssints (Provo, Utah:

e o T Ep-asedpinner i R PRy, e VPR Al

Brigham Young University Press, 1965
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Pratt's mission and the 1925 opening of the South American
Mission, no further attempt was made to preach the

gospel, but a marvelous change took place that was
necessary to prepare the hearts of the pneople and their

governments for the gospel message. The growth of

liberalism, of toleration, and of a strong anti-clerical
movement, and the coming of thousands of immnigrants from

Western Europe, changed the religious make-up of that part

of the world.?

In 1922 Brother Wilhelm Friedrichs, an Argentine
member of the Church, wrote the following to Reilinhold
Stoof of Salt Lake City, Stoof was the editor of a German
I.LDS puolication; Brother Friedrichs had emmigrated to
Argcentina from Cermany in 1923 with EZmil Hoppe, another
German convert,

I should like to say that I am glad to be here,
I will do my best in preaching the gospel. 1 came
into thils country to prepare the way for others.
I will give you in brief a report of my work. From
April 6 till August 3 we had 18 mea2tings and
sunday schools, we had altogether 26 friends 1in
attendance, Besides we held bible classes 1n the

home of Brother Hoppe, 10 classes from May 29
till July 31, we had 17 friends there.>

They held Bible classes in the homes of thelr i1investigators

also, who were growlng strong i1n the faith.

L L T Y

4 John D, Peterson, '"History of the Mormon Missior-
ary Movement in South America to 1940" (unpublished
Master's thesis, University of Utah, 1961), p. 27.

5Wilhelrn.Friedrichs to K. B. Reinhold Stoof,

August 9, 1924, located in the Church Historian's Office,
Salt Lake City, Utah.
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They believe that our message 1s the gospel of
Jesus Christ; they always like to hear about the
Boolkk of Mormon., Mrs. Biebersdorf, one of those
friends, has read the Book of Mormon, and yester-
day she bore testimony that this book 1s the word
of God. In a short time they can be baptized;
but 1t may take a long time before elders will
arrive here to baptize them, Our Lisbeth will
be eight years on August 26, and she should be
baptized too, So we will have 4 or 5 ready for
baptism. . « . In Buenos Aires there ara 10,000
Germans ., « . please translate this letter and

cive 1t to the authorities of our Church, that
they may help us.©

Since Friedrichs and Hoppe were not priests, they did not

have the authority to baptize~-hance thelr anxliety that

missionaries be sent.

After the letter was given to President Anthony
W Ivins of the First Presidency of the Churcn, he wrote

the following to Brother Friedrichs!

We feel vervy much interested 1in your report regarding
conditions 1n Argentina and have had under consid-
eratlon for a considerable time past the opening

of that field for missionary work, Just how soon
this may be accomplished is uncertaln, but we
anticipate that it will be in the very near

future, . « « You will not be forgotten in that
far away land,/

Andrew Jenson, Assistant Church Historlian, and
Thomas S. Page, a former missionary to Turkey and
Armenia, had toured South America in the interest of

Church history in 1923, and had reported that South

-l

OFriedrichs.

/A, W. Ivins to Wilhelm Friedrichs, November 1,

1924, located in the Church Historian's Office, Salt
Lake Ci1ty, Utah,
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America was ready for the gospel harvest."8

On September 3, 1925, the First Presidency
announced that they had had under consideration for a year
and a half the possibility of opening a South American
mission and had concluded that the opportune time was at
hand. 7The South American Mlssion was to be opened by
Eld=2r Melvin J, Ballard, of the Council of the Twelve;

Rey L., Pratt, grandson of Parley P, Pratt and a member of
the First Council of the Seventy; and Rulon S. Wells, also
of the Iirst Council of the Seventy. They were called

to "go to South America and dedicate that land for the
preaching of the gospel, to open a mission there, and to
lay the foundation for establishing the church in that
vast continent."9 Announcement of their call was made to
the generail membarship of the Church during the October
1925 General Conference. Elder Pratt spoke Spanish and
lder Vells spoke German.

After taking care of business affalrs and making
wills, the missionaries began their journey., They
carried letters of introduction from the mavor of Salt

[Lake City, the president of the University of Utah, the

governor of Utah, and United States senators and

SAndrew Jenson, Encyclopedic History of the Church
of Jesus Christ o. lLatter-dav Snints (Provo, Utah:

RRRP R Y Sty PP

Brigham Young University Press, 1965), 1v:810,

9Jenson, 1V:3810,
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ambassadors.lo These letters commended the mlssionaries
to the confidence and esteem of all with wnom they should
come 1n contact,

On November 3, 1925, the three elders took leave
of their friends and relatives and traveled by rail to
New York City whare they boarded the steamship Voltalre
on November 14, On board they studied language, history,
and scripture and conducted Sunday religious services at
the request of the ship's captain., After a twenty-one day,
seven thousand mile voyage, the three arrived 1in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, on December 0, 1925,11

Upon their arrival they were greeted by Brothers
Friedrichs and Hoppe and other friends, 1They began
immediately the work they were called to, During the

first night they held a cottage mesting, Twelve adults

and four children attended, all Germans. The meetling wvas
held 1n the home of Ernst Biebersdorf, an investigator.
The small group of investigators who were present were
found to be "well informed and earnestly desirous of
joining the Church," Four days later anotner meetling was

held in which several of the invastigators azked for

- wSrailihee-FSefus.sniraiied-su. SRS athirevsliiosghs s ooy Slinhad

1OBryant S. Hinckley, Sermons and Missionary
rvices of Melwvin J, Ballard (Salt Lake City, Utah:
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