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PREFACE

A perusal of the history of the churchchurch of jesus

christ of latter day saints shows that between 1945 and

1960 the church made tremendous progress in south

america church membership there grew more than 1000

percent from just over 1200 members in two missions

to more than 14000 members in five missions the local
members developed in leadership and faithfulness to the

point that almost half of all south american branches

were presided over by native leaders even the opposition

to the work of the church could perhaps babe taken as a

manifestation that progress waswasswans being made

this thesis is a record of both the history of this
period and of the reasons behind the progress that was

made in writing this thesis manuscript histories
of thlthithe missions have been searched personal interviews

conducted yearly mission reports have been studied
and church periodicals both english and anishspanishSo have

been reviewed missionary journals diaries letters
and otherrelatedotherkrelatedother materialsrelated collected by the missions

over the years and kept at thethatinetire church Historianhistorianshistoriants office
have been examined backgrounddackEack materialgrOUnd on south americamericak

v

members A iip

mi ssi ons
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THE SEEDBED

describing the s3ttingsatting in which this history took

place will help in understanding some of the factors
that influenced the growth of the church in south

america in the years 1945 to 1960

south america is a land of contrasts the
differences are especially pronounced in physical make

up 5 national governing systems and standards of living
certain portions of the atacamaatacaman desert in northern chile
have not had rainfall for at least 400 years while thetha
southornsouthernsouth regions of south americaerica atenctenirtenetenarten get more than
200 inches of rainfall annually though it is notriotnoc

unusual for lima peru to go twenty years without rain
just across the andes in the amazon basin is the

largest and wettest tropical rain forest in the world

in the desert regions of west central south america

hardly a living thing can be found and in argentinasArgen

pampa

tinas
region the black ertheorthborth is 7 to 11 feet deep and so

rich that fertilizer is seldom necessary to encourage

an abundantaun croodant

A theodore tuttle south america land
of prophecy and promise the improvement era LXVI

may 1963 352

gov arninirnin

n A ot c et

tw nty

C

sitting
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historichistorical religious and cultural roots there were

certain similarities between these nations their
politicalDolidoil economictical and social problems were much the
same

PHYSICAL FEATURES

south americas two most distinguishing
geographical features arearc the lofty andes mountains and the
mighty amazon river the andes are the longest chain

of mountains in the world stretching 4500 miles in

hiverive

alyall

2

the governments in south america are very unique

one from another in the 194519601945 period1960 ranged from

uruguay a free democractic republic to her neighbor
paraguaypara auay blatant military dictatorship

the vast disparity between rich and poor was

very apparent both between and within the south americankmeckmer

nations

ican

in the 1950s in many south wericanirericanricanzwericanire cities
horse and ox drawn carts traveled the streets among the

leeksleek new automobiles and adobe huts crouches just a few

blocks from modernmodem skyskyscrappersscrappersrapperscapperssc monstrous hillside
slums overlooked wealthy mansions in rio de janeiro the
rugged beauty of the andes was a sharp contrast to the
squalor and abject poverty in which the indians of

that region lived

however since they all basically had the same

C1

s

nat lons

s 13 M

r

r

iye
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south america mount aconcauguaaconcau risingrisinua 22835 feet is
the highest point in the western hemisphere twenty one

of the andean peaks are higher than north americasamerica high-

est point mount mckinley in alaska for almost 3000
miles no pass can be found throughthrou theseh mountains at
less than 12000 feet

the great amazon river drains an area three fourths
the size of the united states and is the largest river
system in the world it has 1110 tributariestributa someries of

which are 3000 miles long the river begins one

hundred miles from the pacific in peru and it carries
twelve times as much water into the ocean as the missis

3sippi its fresh water flowslows one hundred miles into

the atlantic not a single damlam nor bridge crosses it
in its nearly 4000 milemllemite courseocoulrsecoursedcoulise huge europeanEurop oceaneanaan

vessels travel more than 2300 miles up the river to

lquitosiquitoslq peruuitos it is estimated that one fifth of the

worldsx7orldls fresh water comescomascombs from the amazon

the continent of south america covers one eighth

of the earths surface it is twice the size of the

united states and alaska its southern tip lies just

J fred rippy latin america annarn arbor univer-
sity of michigan press 1958 p 9

3john gunther insainsj de sguh amerlameul ca new yorkyorki
harper and row 1966 p 85

rippy p 13

2

f

1
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inside soullisoutli nericatunericatu
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inelne williams the prodiepqodie and polpoi it ico
of latin ajneyja bostonsboston ginn and co 1945 p 9

6tuttlecuttlehuttlehuttiestuttle p 353

gunther p 11II

afpf otle

4

fiveivelve hundred miles from antarctica and rio de janeiro is
1500 miles farther from los angeles than from gibralter
in fact brazil extends 2600 miles eastcast of new york city
the worldsworld largest waterfall beautiful iguasu falls
is located on the argentineargentina paraguayan and brazilian
borders in south central south america

THE PEOPLE

the racial mixture in south america is divergent

uruguay and argentina are almost all white that is of

european descent while peru ecuador andard bolivia are

50 percent indian there are about forty million full
or part blooded indians in south america brazil with
11 percent negro 62 percent european aridandarld 25 percent

mixed population really has such intermixture that the
majority of the people consider themselvesthera mulattoesselves

recife brazil is much more like an african city than

like boston or new york on the west coast chile
people are nearly 90 percent mestizo that is of

european and indian descent

thetha divergence between educated and ignoranti

5mary51iaryamary

0borantnorant

wilhelmineWilholm

7

51 Iary

f

5

6

7

chiles

politics
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civilized and savage in the 1950 was stark of the

500000 surviving pure indiansLid inianslans brazil about 50000

in the deep interior had had no exposure whatsoever to

civilization in peru ecuador and bolivia the inertLn

oppressed

ert
and impoverished indians formed a huge

unassimilated mass who had almost nothing to do with
Q

national life on the other hand uruguay and argentina
were made up largely of middlemiddie class people where the

aristocratic land owning class was rapidly diminishing

portuguese is the most widely spokenspokan language

in south america followed bybv spanish then the indian
tongues one half of the population of bolivia peru

and ecuador do not understand spanish and paraguay is
officially bilingualbi thelingual people spankingspaakingspeakinsheakinspa spanishekingaking and

guarani

thetha south americans had one of the highest birth
rates in the world in the 1950 the population was

about 170 million of which half were under eighteeneichelch
huge

9teen

cities sprang up over night in many areas as the

rural population began to moveinove to the cities belo

horizonteHorizon brazil did not exist at the turn of the century

and in sixty years had become bigger than denver in

0
helen miller bailey and abraham P nasatir latin

americajlainericalAmericAinhiublu theajLerical development of its civilization englewood
cliffs NJ prentice hall196dt P 435

9gunther p 108

savagein 1950s
500 000ooo

C

8

spo enC

ame ica

1950s

te

savagelngein
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twentyfivetwenty yearsfive 1.9351969193519691935 lima1969 peru grew from 470000

to 1700000 almost 400 percent just one slum area in

lima had over 200000 residents 10

HISTORY

columbus landed in venezuela in 1498 and claimed

it for spainspal two years later pedro cabral a

portuguese sailor discovered brazil and set his flag
thereupon dudingduring the three hundred years thereafter
south america lived under the domination of these two great
powers within a twenty year period though in the early
1800s all of south america was liberated her great

liberators were bolivar san martin sucre ohiggins and

miranda bolivar liberated six countries and san martin

three

south america did not fall into the solid unified
democratic pattern that her neighbors much farther north
did the countries that colonized south america had had

lit uietieule experience with democracy and had not experienced

the protestant reformation spain and portugal were

absolutist monarchies at the time and the religion they

brought exerted influence towardto absolutismard not
1 9democracyda 12mocracy these first invaders of south america were

lgunther p 123

williams p 108

R A gomez government and politics in latin
america new york random house i9601960 p 17

l700000almost

H I1 id3tory

n 11

little

12r

democ acy

IOGP mtheramther

democracy

.1111 williams
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not colonists but plunderers and killed millions of

native indians while extractingextract5extracts muchng of their wealthwealthy

pizarro with 183 men conquered all of peroperuperlipertipertl and double

crossed and defeated the trusting naive indians many of

whom thought their great white god had returned

ECONOMICS

south american nations were in a poor condition
economically during the 1950 but they liked to call
themselves developing rather than underdeveloped nations
the average income was only 269 a year with 2 percent oiof

the people making 70 percent of the wealth13wealth ten13

percent of south americans owned 90 percent of the arable
land and some of the fuedalfuadalfredal estates paid their workers

as low as one cent a day 114 thus three fourths of south

americans lived in severe poverty some attempts were

made to break upLIPtip the land but the land owners in most

countries were too powerful and more often than not co-
ntrolled the government

another problem was that many south american

countries werewarewero one product nations they had not

diversified and thus their economy was completely

dependent on one crop or productproductus as in th case of

gunther p XIVxiva

gunther14gunther14 p 90

reat

1950s

productas

13gunther13

neat
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riirif role of the US with its monroe

doctrine and occasional latin american interventions 1

many of her ownom problems were political
iovolutionsinvolutions were coumoncounoncoiamoncoinonco thoughiamonunon often not full scale
bloody encounters and usually meant little more than
temporary shifts in political power somesoma were simply

forced substitutions of personnelpersonnelsperson sometimesSomenelenelsneie thetimestimascimas partic-
ipants themselves did nounotnol take the revolutions seriously
as in one case in brazil the brazilian president

varasvargasvar committedas suicide in 1954 and threats of public

disorder resulted army tanks were dispatched to the

umontamon

8

chile which was dependent on copper colombia which

depended on coffee bananas from ecuador tin in bolivia
and oil in venezuela

POLITICS

south america was important to the united states
in many areas particularly in politics strategy

investments and trade one third of all USusouse imports

were from south america though south america sided with

the united states in world war 11II she seemed to resent

the big brotherbrothebi
15

11ievolut ionslons

16

15donal I1

latin
15Donaldona M E worcester and wendell G schaeffer

the growth and culture of I1 at in america london oxford
university presspresypreso 19567p19561 VUillP

16germanlqermanleermanlQ16 arciniegasArciniermanGerman theelyas state of latin america
new york alfred A knopf 1952 appp 355357355 357



impossimmoss lbleable without

9

presidential palace to control the situation though

they were slow in arriving due to huge civilian
rush hour traffic the tanks reached their destination
eventually and in front of the palace found that rival
tanks had already arrived the enemy crews then proceeded

to play football together using the tanks to mark their
goals

south americaamericas biggest problems were revolution
land reform inflation population pressure politics
corruption in government industrialization hemisphere

relations american policy communistcomuni position oligarchy

the church the army and getting her people to pay their
tars she needed education development and political
stability but it waowacwas difficultdijfdiff toficulaficult set a priority

you cannot extend educationedtledLI withoutcationcatlon the financinfinancing
that will come from development but development
is similarly impossible without an educated
cadre and neither education nor development
is possible without some measure of politicalstability8stability18stability

most

818

of these countries had stormy political
histories venezuela had onoone hundred revolts in
150 years bolivia had 179 chaneschangeschan ofes government in 126

years and chile had eight presidents in eighteen months

argentina had over two hundred different political parties

gunther p 13

gunther p 523

17
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HEALTHHEAUH AND EDUCATION

the health and education of the people was also a

big problem twenty percent of all brazilian children
died in their first year and a peruvian woman had to

bear eight to ten children to have three survive to
19adolescence manylanyI of the indians were stunted in their

growth and their life expectancyexpectancexpectance was very low

although the oldest university in the new world

is in south america at limallma san marcos university
founded in 1551 education in general is deplorable 0

only 2 percent of the gross national product of south

america was spent on education and illiteracy was at
50 percent only 15 percent of youingyoung people high school

age went to school and 15000000 gradeat&t school children
did not attend because there were no schoolschoo for themthen

recife a city in brazil the size of baltimore had only

two public secondary schools

transportation AND communicationcomiCOMT

gravelintravelingtravelin

NICATION

by air was the best transportation in

south america then roads and last railroads to go

from bahia brazil to aracajaracajuAraca brazilju for example was

twenty eight h is by train seven by cr and thirty five

gunther p 342

worcesterpp 950951950 951

th

20

ade

T lkn SPORT AT 1014

0

U

t as7s c
J

19gunther

20worcester appp

expectanc

19

20Worcester
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minutes by jet brazil was second in volume of air
traffic in the world and its air service was swift

2frequent and comprehensive every south american country

had an airline of its own

travel by car was poor in paraguay there were
7922only one hundred miles of paved road this was a

nation the size of california which has 120000 miles of

paved road the whole country of bolivia a nation of

three million had only 14000 automobiles paraguay had

10000 giant brazil had only 6400 miles of paved road
r

less than the environs of a big city in this country

her unpaved roads were in very poor condition with mud11mud

holesholoshoies 300 miles wide manaus a brazilian city of 160000

did not havehavaI onelavelavaiava road leading to it and could be visited
only by riverrivarrimer or air A whole state in peru containing
more than 150000 inhabitants had no roads

railroad travel was in poor shape except in

argentinaargentinagentinatr where 40 percent of all south americasamericans railr-

oads were located brazil had only 23000 miles of
24railroad the united statesstaresstaves had ten times that much

california had nearly fifty times as much railroad as

comparably sized paraguay which had only 309 miles of

rail its locomotive on the one thousand iiileliileicile run from

asuncion to buenos aires was wood burning and only ran

gunther p XI 22tuttle22tuttle222 eraTuttletuttie p 556

gunther p 6 orcestervorcesterarcesterVor pcester 869

21

23

ho les

leadin

21gunther x141

23gunther23 24v or

21

cly

worcester

yes

wor



neinel hbors0

12

once a week

communications were quite poor in south america

and mail service was slow and often infrequent phone

service was not much better argentina had more than

half of the phones in south america brazilian phone

service was such that routinerouting a call via new york was
n c

sometimes the fastest way to call across town

the early conquistadors fought in the name

gunther p 12
2 gunther p 130

25 new-

spapers relied on dispatches from the US even for news

of their oinownoioln southn american neihborsneighbors

RELIGION

more than one third of all the roman catholics
in the world lived in south america though fewer than

9 f
20 percent erewere active and went to mass regularly
over 90 percent of all south americans claimed to be

catholic and brazil was the largest catholic country

in the world and san paulo the largest catholic arch-

diocese there were about

26

4500 000ooo
3

that

11

0

25gunther25 26

fou ht

wasWZISwaiswals undiluted and all
embracing

satestateslate were closely tied in
argentina paraguay and pertiperupertl at chatthat time and not very

closely tied in brazil chile and uruguay the historic
south american catholicism

500000.500000 protestants on the

continent

the church and



30macdonaldnacdonald

ameraamer2 can politics
and government new yorks thomas Y crowell co 1954
p 19

lacdonaldcdonaldMacdonaldla p 23 gunther p 169

cdonaldlacdonaldMacdonaldla p 26

13

of the cross and baptized indians by the tens of thousands
no church but the catholic was permitted on the continentcontacont5

27
nent

at that time and the church grew rich and decadent 11

it became the biggest land owner on the continent and holds

that distinction today

THEME NATIONS

now a word about the individual countries con-

cerned in this thesis will be given first is argentina

this the second largest country in area in south america

and eighth largest in thetho world was probably the best
developed and strongest country in south america in the

n 0
19501s1930s ninety percent of the people were of european

descent and it had been said that argentina gave the
impression of not being a south american nation at all
but a slice of europe that happens to be situated in

29south america by geographical accidentaccidenaccidee half of all
gentinesargentinesAr had italian blood and only I11 percent were

puro indian for years argentina was the largest british
colony outside the british commonwealth the british ran

an efficienteffioffi railwayrailiarailwacionclonclen system in argentina until peron
30nationalized it

27austin F macdonald latin american

chu rch

C

28

t 1129

y C

pe ige190

28macdonaldnacdonald28 29gunther29
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aitaltamericanlericnn south americanAinealne countryrican during the 1950s and had

the largest communist party J the tate church was

backed and financially supportedsuppoti byted the government and

both the president and vice president had to be catholic
according to the constitution there were 400000 jews

in argentina

brazil the fifth largest country geographically

in the world and the largest in south america made up

half the continent and half the people in south america

it borders on every south american country but ecuador

and chile it hshishas a temperatetemne climaterate that seldom falls
below fifty degrees and rarely reaches one hundred

gunther p 168

14

argentina had the highest standard of living in

south america and with uruguay the best educated and

healthiest citizens literacy was at 91 percent and

life expectancy and infant mortality were the highest and

lowest respectively in south america

argentinasargentinalsArgenArgenti capitaltinasnagsnals buenos aires was the biggest

port in the western hemisphere except for new york and

had nearly 6000000 inhabitants in the metropolitan

area it was the ninth most populouspodpon cityculous in the world

and one of the most beautiful
argentinagantinaAr gained her independence from spain

in 1816 and in 1853 adopted a constitution much like
the united slateststates1statest she was however the most anti

31

31gunther31

uty

gentina
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between the years 1500 and 1800 three and a half million
negroes were imported from africa to work the sugar

plantations of brazil 2 their intermarriage with the
portuguese created a large mulatto population in brazil
but teretrreteraarre have been almost no racial problems there the
largest colony of japanese outside the orient lived in

brazilandBraz atiland one time germans were of such numbers in

brazil that german was a second language of the country

the speaking of german was outlawed however during world

war 11II and after
brazil had more potentially arable land than all

of europe although half of the farmland was possessed by
0 0

1.616 percent orof the owners she ranked first in natural
resources and industry in south tericaamericaAITalt and produced more

coffee and iron ore than any other country in the world

herhor varig airlines were tchetheichezhe fifth largest airline world

wide but though progressive she still had some of the

poorest most destitute people in all south america in

her northeast
tiny uruguay the smallest south american

country brazil is forty five times as large was in-

habited largely by people of european descent and had a

strong middle class there were few slums no pronounced

extremes between rich and poor and no large underdeveloped

00 the church in brazil ensign v february
1975 26

gunther p XV

32
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16

or uninhabited areas she was the most stable latin
34american republic and was ruled by a nine man commission

the army had little power she had with argentina the

highest literacy rate and the best public health record
on the continent but one common problem she did have was

that 1 percent of the population owned 33 percent of the

land

uruguay was very anticlericalanti soclerical much so that
christmas was known as family day and easter known as

tourist week several leading families were atheist
and uruguay did not have a catholic cardinal for many

years 35

paraguay was about 90 percent mestizo and was

ruled by a dictator the capital city of asuncion was

founded in 1537 and although there ware no slums in

asuncion the average income in paraguay was only 201

a year this was probably the least developed country in

south america only 1.313 percent of her land was arable
some of her boundaries were still in dispute in the 1950

including the one with bolivia
chile is 2650 miles ionglongionalona but averages only 110

miles in width it is a land where avalanches floods

volcanic eruptions landslides and damaging storms are

frequent in 1960 an earthquake in chile left

gomez p 73 gunther

leadin

36
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350000 homeless in winter and killed 5000 others
santiago the capital city was the fourth largest

city in south america and had 2.525 million people punta

arenas population 55000 was the southernmost city in

the world and was a stopping place for many ships going

through the straits of magellan chile had 84 million
people two thirds of whom lived in or near cities the

nation was both maritime and mountainous and its one

main product was copper and this was 85 percent in the
37hands of american companies seventy five percent of

the arable land was owned by 5 percent of the people and

10 percent of the people got 50 percent of the national
income 0

peru is the third largest country in south

america and is 50 percent indian lima its capital was

the dominant spanish city in south america for three
hundred years and was the seat of the spanish vice
royalty 39 e indians had little to do with the national
life in peru which was mostly run by whites and

mestizoesmestizo the highest railroad in the world was in lima

and climbed from sea level 16000161000 feet into the high

andes

harrtharry bernstein modern and contemporary latin
america chicago J B lippincott 1952 p 566

gunther p 274

tom B jones and donald beatty an introduction
to hispanic american history
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this is the setting for the history of the church

which will cover the fifteen years between 1945 and 1960

this is the seedbed in which the seed of the gospel of

jesus christas promulgated by the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints was sown

christ as

saintswas
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fl smith lefleft his home in new york to preach the gospel

since that time tens of thousands of 11ormoniiormon11 missionariesormon

have traveled to all parts of the world to spread the
news of the restored church the word of the lord in the

doctrine and covenants was send forth the elders of my

church unto the nations which are afar off unto the is-
lands of the sea send forth unto foreign lands call upon

all nations 1338j
the mormonscormons heeded this divine commission and

attempted to carry it out in 1837 tha first foreign

mission of the church was established by heber C kimball

in great britian by 1854 the church had sent missionaries
into fourteen different countries in widely separatedseDa

areas
rated

of the globe the pacific isles were opened in
1844 france in 1849 asia and australia in 1851 and

south africa in 1853 1

joseph fielding smith E s sent lais in church
history salt lake city deseret book co 1973 p 634

19

chapter 2

THE SEED IS PLANTEDPL

the

a24ted

church of jesus christ of latter day saints
is a missionary church in fact just a month after its
organization in 1830 the first LDS missionarymissionarmissional samuel

t

ljoseph essentials

or animationanization miss ionarlonar

13381338.1338
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the gospel which was to go to all nations mark

1615 was not preached in south america until 1925

although an earlier attempt had been made in 1851 elder
parley P pratt an early day mormon apostle and his
wife and a companion rufus alienallenailen were sent on a mission

to south america by brigham young to open the door and

proclaim the gospel in south america and dedicate

the land for missionary work

they arrived at the port city of valparaiso chile
in november 1851 and commenced to study the language

mingle with the people and work to sustain themselves

after a few months of rather discouraging progresspro withress
the language and an insufficiency of funds and owing

to a revolution henthenzhennhen in progress in the country the
0missionaries returned homehowe in2 spite of the apparent

failure of their mission elder pratt declared prophe-
tically that there was a brighter day in the future for
the work of the lord in south america which would

ultimately result in the restoration of unnumbered

millions of the house of israel and of joseph even of
0

many nationsriat 0lonsions t

during the seventy five years between elder

parleyarleyarieyacley P peattpratt autobiographyautobioz offarhyrarhy parleparleyparie P pratt
salt lake city deseret book cogo 1950 ppap 397401401

0 brigham H roberts A comprehensive history of tha
church of jesus christ of latter d ay saints provo utah
brigham young university prestprast 1965 4170

susta ln
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pratts mission and the 1925il925 opening of the south american

issionmissionassion no further attempt was made to preach the

gospel but a marvelous change took place that was

necessary to prepare the hearts of the people and their
governments for the gospel message the growth of

liberalism of toleration and of a strong anticlericalanti
movement

clerical
and the coming of thousands of immigrants from

western europechangedEurope thechanged religious makeupmake ofup that part
of the worldworldsworide

in

4

1922 brother wilhelm friedrichs an argentineargentina
member of the church wrote the following to reinhold

stoof of salt laketake city stoof was the editor of a german

LDS publicationDubli brothercationcatlon friedrichs had migratedemmigratedimmigratedem to
argentina from germany in 1923 with milemilemli hoppe another
germangelmangecgel convertman

I1 should like to say that I1 am glad to be here
I1 will do inymy best in preaching the gospel I11 came
into this country to prepare the way for others
I1 will give you in brief a report of my workworic from
april 6 till august 3 we had 18 meetings and
sundaycunday schools we had altogether 26 friends in
attendance besides we held bible classes in thetha
home of brother hoppe 10 classes from may 29
till july 31 we had 17 friends there5

they hidhaldhaid bible classes in the homes of their investigators
also who were growing sheongstrong in the faith

john D peterson history of the mormon mission-
ary movement in souchsou americach to 1940194011 unpublished
masters thesis university of utah 1961 p 27

wilhelmvilhelm friedrichs to K B reinhold stoof
august 9 1924 located in the church historianhistorians office
salt lake city utah
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they believe that our message is the gospel of
jesus christ they always like to hear about the
book of mormon mrs biebersdorfBiebers onedorf of those
friends has read the book of mormon and yester-
day she bore testimony that this book is the word
of god in a short time they can be baptized
but it may take a long time before elders will
arrive here to baptize them our lisbeth will
be eight years on august 26 and she should be
baptizedbapti toozedsed so we will have 4 or 5 readyreedy for
baptism in buenos aires there ara 10000
germans please translate this letter and
give it to the authorities of our church that
they may help us6

since friedrichs and hoppe were not priests they did not

have the authority to baptize hance their anxiety that
missionaries be sent

after the ietterloiterletterietlet wascerter given to president anthony

14 ivins of the first presidencyPresidE ofInCy the church he wrote

the following to brother FriedricfriedrichsifriedrichstFriedrich
we feel very much interested in your report regarding
conditions in argentina and have had under consid-
eration for a considerable time past the opening
of that field for missionary work just how soon
this may be accomplished is uncertain but we
anticipate that it will be in the very near
future you will not be forgotten in that
far away land7

andrew jenson assistant church historian and

thomas S page a former missionary to turkey and

armeniaarmenla had toured south america in the interest of

churclchurch history in 1923 and had reported that80that south

friedrichs
A W ivins to wilhelm friedrichs november 1

1924 located in the church historians office salt
lake city utah
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america was ready for thathe gospelgostel harvest 11

on september 3 1925 the first presidency

announced that they had had under consideration for a year

and a half the possibility of opening a south american

mission and had concluded that the opportune time was at
hand the south american mission was to be opened by

elder melvin J ballard of the council of the twelve
rey lo10 pratt grandson of parley pratt and a member of

the first council of the seventyseveseva andnty rulon S wells also
of the first council of the seventy they were called
to go to south america and dedicate that land for the
preaching of the gospel to open a mission there and to
lay the foundation for establishing the church in that
vast continentcontin 119erit announcement of their call was made to
the general membershipmembbemb ofrship the church during the october
1925 general conference elder pratt spoke spanish and

elder uellslellsbellsI spoke german

after taking care of business affairs and making

wills the missionaries began their journey they

carried letters of introduction from the mayor of salt
lake city the president of the university of utah the
governor of utah and united states senators and

andrew jenson encyclopedic history of the church
of jesus christ 0 latter dav

118

19253

L P

h

1 edic
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Mismls aionasionarylionaalonasignary
servicesorvicejiservicorvic ofesejiealear melvin J ballardbollard salt lake city utah

deseret book co 1949 p 90

llmelvinilmelvinlemelvinllIl JMelvinmeivinmelvln ballard conference rej2ortjreportJRe octobernortport
1926 ppap 353635 36
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ambassadors these letters commended the missionaries
to the confidence and esteem of all with whom they should

come in contact
on november 3 1925 the three elders took leave

of their friends and relatives and traveled by rail to
new york city where they boarded the steamship voltairevpltaj

night they held a cottage meatingmealingmeeting twelve adults
and four children attended all germans the meeting was

held in the home of ernst biebersdorfBiebers andorf investigator
the small group of investigators who were present were

found to be well informed and earnestly desirous of

joining the church four days later another meeting was

held inilllil which several of the investigators askedaked for

bobryantlbryantjobryant S hinckley sermonsermonsseemon s and mi s

10

misliona
D saret

19262

re
on november 14 on board they studied language history
and scripture and conducted sunday religious services at
the request of the shipsshipos captain after a twenty one day

evennevenceven thousand mile voyagevoya thee three arrived in

buenos aires argentina on december 6 192519259 111

upon their arrival they were greeted by brothers

friedrichs and hoppe and other friends they began

immediatelyirrinediately the work they were called to during the

finstfirstirstf

JoBryant
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baptism

during the ensuing week the elders met with

government officials such as the american consul who

receivedrecekrecer themved cordially although he was full of new

england prejudices against the mormonscormonsMor theymons also met

with the mayor of buenos aires they had to wait several
hours to get an interview wilhwithwilbwichwlch him but he did receive
them graciously elder ballard commentedcommentedl ito assuredas

us

sued
that we had the fullest liberty to establish our

mission and that there would be no hindrance on the part
of the government il11 elder pratts good spanish

impressed the mayor

arrangements were made for the baptism of six of

the investigators these had previouslypreviouslpreviously known the gospel

in

Y

germany on saturday the 12th of december elder
ballard ocotewroterotewroterohev

just as the sun was going down I1 baptizedbadtized six
people in thetha rio dode la plata near the german
electric plant here the first in this generation
in south america their names follow in their
orderorders anna kullick ernesternasternest biebarsdorfbiebersdorfBiebleBiebers jacobbarsdorfdorf
kullick mariemaciemacleeacieeacleP biebcrsdorfbiabarsdorfbleBiabie hertabarsdorf kullick and
elizabeth a daughter of sister friedrichsfriedrich

the first sacrament meeting was held the next day

at the home of brother jacob kullick the meeting was

melvinfelvin J ballard elder ballard asks mission-
aries for south america it Ljahonaliahonagahona the eiderselders g ipumajpumajournal 1
XXIII october 1925 3l2t

13peterson p 47

hinckleylnckleylackley p 94
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conducted in german by elder wells who also acted as

interpreterinterpraterinter brotherpreterpreferprater friedrichs and hoppe were ordained

priests and brother kullick and biebersdorfBiebers weredorf

ordained deacons children were blessed and the new

converts were confirmed all bore testimony with the same

wonderful spirit the saints enjoy elsewhere

the little branch in buenos aires at that time

consisted of twelve membersmerrt baptizedbers and si children

blessed

during the next week the elders sought a secluded

place to offer the dedicatory prayer and finally
settled on a beautiful city park under the date of

december 25 1925 elder ballard recorded the dedication
ceremony in his journal

the sun canlecaniecame up at 4r414c41 we were up at 500 arm
left home at 600 am arrived at park 3 de
febrero at the place we had selected near the
river in a grove of weeping willows at 700 amain
wewa sanfsangsand the morning breaks hail to the
brightness an angel from on high praise
to the nanmanilan brother pratt read several
passages from the book ofcof mormon on promises
of redemptionredreO ofemption the lamaniteslantanitesLamaLanta brothernites wellsveils
read from genesis 4922264922 weble26 all kneltmeltkneitmeit under
a weeping willow tree and 1I offered the following
prayer1prayerprayedprayers

elderkidereider

1

ballard then recorded his dedicatory prayer in it
he mentioned the gratitude the elders felt for their
safesalfasafo arrival for their privileprivilegepribile of opening the work

in south americaambrica and for the converts they had already

hinckley p 94

11

fin illy

an Abri atnesshtness ll11

e

151

lily



onnoff icials

leidsields

ideridec

openihopeni
I1 ng

27

made he prayed for the fulfillment of the promises in

the book of mormon to the indians the leading officials
of the latin american nations were prayed for that11that they
may kindly receive uslisuis elder ballard concluded inln

these words

and now 0 father by authorityout ofhority the blessing
and appointment of thy servant the president of
the church and by the authority of the holy
apostleship which I1 hold I1 turn the key unlock
and openoden the door for the preaching of the gospel
in all these south american nations and rebuke and
commandcomcon toimand be stayed every power that would
oppose the preaching of the gospel in these lands
and wewa do bless and dedicate these nations
and this land for the preaching of the gospel
aridandarld we do all this that salvation may come to all
menman and that thy natenazenamedame may be honored and glorified
in this part of the land of zion

help us to bring men to thee and to thy son
and speed the day when liehelleile shall come to rule as
limskingeims of kinskings and lord of lords and for allthy blessings which shall bring success to our laborslabonsIcaiga
we

borsbons
shall ascribe honor and powerpotter and glory to

thee forever and ever amen16arren16airanArrenainan

after

16

the prayer the elders sangsan and1 each of them

spoke they enjoyed a glorious spirit and blessed
one another the missionaries felt that as a result of

opening this mission many europeans in the land would

receive the gospel but that ultimatelyultina thetely great import

of the mission would be to the indians 11 elderldereider1 ballard
further commented this was a momentous day all were

visibly affected their joy was expressed in tearstearse 17te17

almelvinlmelvin161lMigi Jeivinelvinelmin ballard dedicating south america
the m2rovementimprovement era XXIX adril 1926 ppap 575577575
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elder ballard reported in general conference in

october 19261926s

I1 was impressed on that christmasmorning in 1925 in south america when brother
wells brother pratt and I11 kneltmeltkneitmeit in that beautiful
grove of weeping willow trees on the banks of the
rio de la platta and dedicated the land for the
spreading of the gospel and the spirit of the
almightymighty was upon us we were made to know that
the gospel message would find thousands who had the
blood of israel in their veins in south america
then we saw the day when it would go to the
fifteen million of father lehisgehis children who are
in that land and that the shackles politically
would be broken the day of retribution would
come the day of deliverance and that they would
come into a full realization of the promises of
the almighty for for that purpose we read in
the third section of the book of doctrine and
covenants was the book of mormon given to
bring them the lamanitesLama tonites a knowledge of the
truth18truth

almost

18

before their work began sorrow struck the

struggling group on the day of their arrival elder
wells had an attack of dizziness and was unable to work

he soon became very ill it was a day full of sorrow

so far from home need ing our united strength to make

an opening and to be crippled and rendered helpless

the doctor diagnosed brother wells sickness as blood

leakage and recommended that he should not do any more

work finally the following cablegram was sent to
president heber J grantgrantsgrantt

wells had several brain hemorrhageshernmorrhagesheorrhages doctor
and we recommended on account of condition
should go home american legion january 14

lmelvin18melvinalmelvinlM18 JelvinMelvineivinmeivinmelvln ballard conference report april
193019302 ppe 56560
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homeyhomel

lderluer

r2949

condition is not serious better now can travel
safely care of ships doctor cable advise

so on advice from the first presidency elder wells

returned home he had been in south america a little
over a month and had aided greatly in the work especiallespecially

1 9among the germans he was greatly missed by the

brethren

brother wells return was a great sorrow to us
because of his companionship and his knowledge
of the german language but his illness was such
and itic continued to recur that we felt his life
was in danger he was aneln exceedingly sick man
and yet brother wells would have been glad to have
stayed there and laid down his lifelifilfe ite was a
great dissapointment to us to have him go home
but it was necessary andarld he was willing to respond
to the suggestionsuggastiongastionsuasug astion and as cheerfully go as tostay20stay

his

0820020

absence created a handicap for now the

translation process was long elder allardballardbailardaliard told elder
pratt in english what he wished to say and elder pratt
conveyed thetha message in spanish to a german girl who

spokesdokescoke spanish shesha would then interpret it for the
german listeners response came back in the same manner

because of this language problem missionary work centered
mainly with the spanish people in fact spanish speakinspeakingsheakin
contacts outnumbered those who spoke german by four to

one the seventh convert to the church was a spanish

sister a sister sifuentes baptized by alderllderidereldereider ballard

ballard conference report 1926 p 34

20ballard20 conferenceBallard report 1926 p 34
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during the early months elder pratt did most of the
speaking at the meetings and translated when elder
ballard spokespolapol 21ce

there seemed to be littleittlelittieittielttie1 prejudice against the

missionaries at the beginning of the mission apostle

ballard said that ithethe great majority of the people did not

even know there was a united states of north america or

anything about it much less did they know anything about

the mormon14 churchormon 22 however1

the general apathy if not the utter indifference
of the people toward religionreli andionlon their disinclination
to investigate the truth or to allow anything
to interfere with their pursuit of sensual pleasure

made it hard to get started or to make any
perceptible headway23headway

A

23

problem that had to be overcome was the lack of

interest among the people because the elders were not

catholicCaticahlcabi theolic whole country is catholic as you know

reported apostle ballard they found a way to get to the

peoplehowever
we shall not abandon our effort to reach the

people wetle learned anew that a little child
shall leadload them we continued with children
teaching them to sing teaching them to pray to
repeat the lords prayer the articles of faith
and tha ten commandments theytheycarriedcarried these
prayers and songs into their homes and then one
parent appeared and another and another and

21petersonlpetersonopeterson21 petersonpeterson 49

22ballard2211allard222211 ConconfconferenceconfrenceBallardallarddallarddailardaliard report
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we finally organizedor aanizedanizel group meeting of adults
and continued to teach the children24children

thus

24

the children brought their parents and helped

openonen many doors to the missionaries sunday schools and

primaries proved to be one of the most effective ways of

proselytiproselytingproselyte
in january 5 1926 the new mission looked to the

future with bright hopes requestsrequeroque thatstsats missionaries be

sent to the riewnew field of south america were made by elder
ballard and elder pratt in a letter to the first presidencypresidencyePresiden
they

cye

wrote

A considerable are investigating the
gospel the time i s right for beginning
missionaryssionary work you may send us missionaries
vo think therethrothero will be a good eningopeningoi for two
gerrian speakirtspeaking and totvroavro spanishsoanishscanish speaking mission-
aries 026

the elders looked for converts in several ways-

on january 22 1926 elder ballard wrote fromfron buenos airsairesalres
to thetha president of the europeanur missionolean telling joyfully
of the continued interest manifest by the people in the
gospel and inviting the saints in europeetlELieti torope help out

hc mi 1 lennlonnienn laliallat bstjstj r reported

elder ballard draws attention to the fact that in
argentina and doubtless in other parts of the
great continent there are some who already heard
the gospel in their native lands england or
germany especially and at his suggestionsu thegestion
followinfollowingsollowin notice is given prominenceprominenc here
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hallhalihail announcingannouncin the weekly meeting they also held

meetinsmeetings in the homes of people who became interested in

the messagemessa ande who were willing to open their doors

27the lattertatterratter dayeay saint millennial star LXXXVIII
march 13181131 1926 ppap 168169168
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haveHAVK YOU FRIENDSFRISNDS irini SOUTH AMERICA members of the
church and others whose relatives or friends have
emigrated to south america are advised to notify
mission headquarters of their exact addresses and
in turn inform the immigrants of the mission
address which is as follows president melvin J
ballard santa fe 1301 argentina sur america27America

ven

27

at this early time the elders used moving

picturesDic andtures colored slides they had brought from the

united states to help create interest in their message

three reels of filmflimlim on the antiquities of the book of
mormonmor slidesanonrnon of ancient american ruins slides of

church history and of salt lake city all proved valuable
in february 1926 the elders started using these aids
in conjunction with their meetingmeetingsmeetins 28 gyby this time they

reportedreDor ated list of about sixty investigators some german

some spanishsnanishscanish
the elders also used handbillshand tobills announce their

servicessersar andvices publicize their message in february 1926

they ordered two thousand announcement tracts in spanish

in archmarchllarchTI two thousand more were ordered and in april
fifty thousandthousands during the week the elders circulated
the announcement tracts in th vicinity of the meeting
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for a meeting with their neighbors elder pratt report-
ed that more than two hundredhun nersonspersonsdreIdrel attended some of

their meetings

in spite of the elderseiderseidel persistence the newspapers

would not print announcements of their services on one

occasion they presented an announcement to a large news-

paper telling of the opening of the church in buenos

aires the newspaper stood for equality before the law

for widespread public education for free access to know-

ledge and the public discussion of political issues 0

they refused to publish any mormon announcement however
on

even in the religious news section
finding a permanent meeting place in buenos aires

was a problem but apparently had nothing to do with pre-

judice in the first weeks feelingsreelingselingsrire took place in the

homeshorreshorneshomec of members but i larger hall was needed they

found six possible locations but each location was a

recreation hall and was mainly in use on sunday nights

for dances aridandarld dididid not wish a religious service to

disturb them 31

finally the eiderseldersoldersonders found a suitable hall in

downtown buenos airesalres and aganbgan to invite people to

their meetings they purchased two dozen chairs on

februarfebruaryfebruary 10 they moved againaigzig boughtairiairl moj- e chairs and

peterson p 50 peterson p 50
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set up headquarters of the church in a new location the
new rented hall which had been a store had a large

room in front for meeting purposes and three good living
rooms

the firstirstarst hall had been in a wealthy section of

towntom where they had found little success

so they brothers ballard and pratt 7 decided that
they would have to go out where the people were
poorer and they went out in linierslindersLi whichniers was a
very very poor district it was close to the
german families 9 that had been converted and
it was there that the south american mission really
beanbeganbebanbe an people were found there very very
poor peoplepe wonderfulorle people but very poor and
that was the trend of the missionralsrais wesionslon worked
among these people because they were the only
ones who would receive 1s32us321

before when the meetings were heldholdhoidheid in the homes

of members such as brother diedrichsriedrichsfrieclrichsried whorichs lived on the

outskirts of buenos aires investigators were required to

ride hours on the street car and then often walkwaikwaitrwaltr miles

down lanes through fields mud and dust with these

conditions the only ones the elders could get to come

to their meetingsmaameamae fortings nearly two months were children

elder ballard commented on one discouraging day I1

have never seen such irreligious people

f

j

co mnenteddented
tt33

32frederick32j7rederick32 SFrederick williams earlycarly missionary to south
america quoted in michael B smurthwaite disocioisociosocio-
political factors affecting the growth of the mormon
church in argentina since 1925192511 unpublished masters
thesis brigham young university 1968 p 15

ballard conference report 1926 p 36
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in june 1926 elders 3allardballard and pratt were

instructed by the first presidency to return home they

were replaced by B K reinhold stoof who had been the

editor of the beobachter a germangerman LDS publication and

his wife ellaeilaE callediialla to assist them were elder waldo

stoddard and elder J vernonvemonveaon sharp who had served moetmost

of his mission under elder pratts leadership in mexico

when the mission was turned over to the new president

elder ballard had a good report to make lieilelle introduced

the new president into the places where they had started
meetings their largest group had increased to an average

attendance of about sixty adults the missionaries left
the new elderelderseiderseider with places for meetings every night of

the week except saturday night and three places on sunday

they had a small group of converts in addition to eleven

of their investigators who signifiedsi theirn intentionuiedbied of

joining the church and bore testimony of the truth of the
message

A veryverj significantsigniasignif eventicarticant occurred the day of the

arrival of elder and sistesister stoof As elder sharp

related it
the date of our arrivalarriarrl dunejunedunasyalnrallyal 6 was A mdaysunday

we irvnediatelyinmediatelymediatelyimmediately went to the branch at 8968
rivadaviaRiva streetdavia where a meeting was being
held in which there were some german saints and
a few argentine investigators the meetingetinginelne was
being conducted by president rey L pratt
since elder ballard had gone to meet us new
missionaries I1 was called first to give a

35ballard35 conferenceBallard report 192639263.926 p 37
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38ballardbailard

chirlthirly

tuttietuttle southnsouthasouth america

satisfsatish 3 ng myself
because of my inability to preach the gospel to
them through not mowing their language however
I1 learned to redd it and converse with the people
I1 satisfied myself in parnpart however by assisting
in the splendid work that brother pratt was
parforminperforming by inviting the people to our meetingsymeetingsmeeting
and having him translate into spanish the testimony
I1 wanted to bear to the people of that land I1 had
the privilege of visiting twelve thousand five hun-
dred homes giving them this printed message and
invited the people to oueourOUX meetings we held two
hundred thircythirty four meetings so that brother pratt
was vervverymery busy preaching to the people38people

A
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36

talk in spanish president pratt was to interpret
the speech in english to president stoof who knew
no spanish so that he in turn could give a german
translation of the talk no sooner did I1 begin to
talk than elder stoof said he understood perfectly
every word that was being said when I11 finished
talking president stoof arose and gavegava a word for
word translation of the talk in german at the termi-
nation of the meeting great was the surprise of the
spanish speaking persons present when they found that
brother stoof spoke no spanish to his dying day
elder stoof spoke of the day when he enjoyed the
gift of tongues36tongues

when

36

elder ballard and pratt left for the united

states on july 23 1926 there were as many tears shed

as there had been in salt lake city a year ago 37

elder ballard was greatly loved by the people and though

h could not speak either spanish or german he found

ways to communicate he distributed as many as five
hundred tracts a day he staceestatedistatedstaled

I1 found greatgroat difficulty in fully satisfying

land of
prophecy and promise the thim2rovementimprovement firatyvt may 1963
33. z

37ballard confeygncg rekortreoortzqtort 1926 p 36

ballard conference retortreports 1926 p 36
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hisflis was not an easy mission A hot days entry
was heavy electric stomstormstonsconnscon walked through mud and

water wet through and tired out walked all day 0

had a headache all day tired out at night 39

it was said of elder ballard he did anything that would

advance the cause hohe represented 11 this often meant

sweeping the dust from the floor of the roomroo in which

they met painting chairs or teaching children it
meant actingtradingtr in rain it meant appealing to government

officials and newspapers in the interest of the church

he

entered into his work with the spirit of cheerfulness
and gratitude for the privilege of servingser nothinnothingbothinvinS

seemed to daunt himhinihinl 41

dudingduringdurina the october 1926 general conference of the

churclchurch the returned missionarymissi ballardonary reported
wowe joyedenjoyederierl the experience although we had

to do things just like we did when we started
out in the commencement of our missionary work
and likeilke we did when we traveled without purse

hinckley p 101

hinckley p 102

hinckleynckleyackley p 102
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hisflisliislils diary showed that liehelleile walked more miles

distributed more tracts extended inoremoremorainoralnora invitations to

attend meetings than any other missionary there no

task was too hard no journey too far no responsibility
too difficult for him to undertake and performnecneroerform
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42bdilarddallarddailard
43ballardbailard
44jelvinnelvin soothIlSo tith

Liallahoria the elders journal XXIV october 5 1926 186186p

38

or scrip it was the most difficult piece of
missionary work that I1 have undertaken but I1
thank the lord that success has come out of it
that a foundationoun hasdation been laid and I1 am
convinced that it is possible for the gospel
to be carried to all people of that land42

elder ballard said that it was a long hard fight
but that he had no word of censure for the people the
people had prejudices against the missionaries because they

were not catholic and were foreigners the government

gave them no opposition notwithstanding the union of

church and state the elders were able to lay the

foundation of the church in that land 3

when he left buenos aires there were twenty

members of the church some of whom had been previously
baptized in germany the others having been baptized

in two baptismal services heldholdhoidheid under his direction after
arriving back in salt lake elderhidereidereiderelder ballard received word

of more baptismsbaptismsbapti havingsms been performed the church

membership included germans spaniards and italians
11 ul dawho are as faithfulfaithlfaitel lanterlatter day saints as can beba

found

0

in

0

any mission

at a testimony meeting held in buenos aires
just before elder ballard left south america he

bollard conference report 1926 p 34

ballard conference report 1926 pt3 34

melvin J ballard ilsotithsouth american mission
liahona
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uttered a significant prophecy

the workworicvork of the lord will grow slowly for a timetinetidetlde
here just as an oak grows slowly from an acornoacornaborno
it will not shoot up in a day as doesdoas the sun-
flower that grows quickly and then dies but
thousands will join the church here it will
be divided into more than one mission and will
be one of the strongest in the church the work
here is the smallest that it will ever be the
day will come when the lamanitesLama innites this land
will be given a chance the south american mission
will be a power in the church45Church

although

45

elder ballardballarballadailarddailardalladalia expressedd confidence that
the land was a fertile field for the missionaries he

said nothing phenomenal marked the beginning of the

missionary work there after six months of work he

and his associates had made a small but secure beginning

which was destined to develop into many missions and

bring many peoplepeoti into the church

rheinhold stoof0 continuedcont aslnuecl president of the

south american mission for ten years and steady but slow

progress was made in 1935 the south american mission

was divided into the argentine and brazilian missions

ten years later still in 1945 there were only 1200

members of the church in the two missions 0 the work

allardDallardballardbailard family elvinkelvinmelvlnmelvineivinI J ballardbailard crusader fayforfarfot
hteousnessrihtoousuesL siai& salt lake city utah bookcraft 1966 p 93

ballard liahona p 186

wallace G fox A historical resumedresumeiresumet missions
of south america the improvement era 1935 p 746

48missionsmission membership statistics and officers
19451960 located in the church historians office
salt lake city utah
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of the lord will grow slowly for a time here just as

an oak grows slowly from an acorn elder ballard had

propheciedprophesied W ernest young was presiding over the

argentine missionincluding fifteen branches and six

districts and W W seegmiller was presiding over

nearly the same number of branches and districts in the

brazilian mission no other south american countries
were included in the missions of 1945 uruguay chile
peru paraguay and the other nations of south america

had not been included in the missionary work up to that
cimetimenime

40
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chapter 3

THE SEED SWELLS

during world war II11 proselyting in the two

missions had almost come to a standstill elders were no

longer sent there and in many cases those serving in

south america were called home before their missions

were completed the two mission presidents and their
wives were the only remaining officers in the missions and

could visit each branch only once every two months

in argentina missionMlismllsmils presidentsionslon youngieyoungsyoungis feeling was that
he should try merely to hold the fort until the

missionaries returnedreturneereturnec in brazil the mission president

fettfetfeltfelcfe hist efforts should be directed at simply maintaining

a spirit of unity and brotherhood within the branches

nearly all of the activities of the branches

ware halted except for sacrament meatingmeeting and sunday

schoolschools some branches were closed entirely usually
where the local brethren were not adequately prepared

to direct their activities other branches were

without even aaronicaaronie priesthood bearers to bless the

1mission111missionemissionlii111iii annualMission report brazil 1945

aw2w ernest young oral interview february 23
1973 salt lake city typescript p 103
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I1 could hear the
members whispering

illsitis

aw7w

42
Q

sacramentsacraments 9
3 and in one case a faithful district president

traveled hundreds of miles each month to facilitate the
blessing of the sacrament in outlying branches women

even directed some branches for a time

A few convert baptisms were made during this period

and president young wrote at the end of 1945 financially
the mission has progressed immenselyinrnensely and spiritually the

missions morale is higher than ever 0

the weight of leadership which fell to the members

during this period was in many cases assumed admirably

in brazil mission president W W seegmiller had some

misgivings at first speaking in general conference he said
when president mckay told me that I1 was to evacuate
the missionaries from the brazilian mission I1 said
what will ve- do then11 heilelio said just do your

best in that last meeting
it is too bad we cannot

hold services anymore president seegmiller cannot
stay here all thetha time so I1 told them services
will be heldhaldhaid as usual every sunday after I1 had
said that I1 justjuist wondered how and 1I had already
written to the first presidency and told them that
there was no prospect for presidency in the brazilian
missionilis theresionslon was no prospect for priesthood

mensaleyoMensa

7

deseretleloleyo3ilensajero buenos1 aires7aire7seret aprilziuenos 1945 p 30

4aaa theodore tuttletuttieTuttyutt southivaliaivo america land of
prophecy and promise the improvement era may 1963p 352

mensaierotensajegoMensaTensa octoberjenoierojegodero 1951945 p 3

manuscript history of the argentine mission
december 31 1945

W W seegmiller conference report october
1945 p 1471479
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despite his pessimism president seegmiller pro-

ceeded to install local priesthood members in all the

branch positions he was pleasantly surprised at the way

the members carried forwardmardfo

I1 felt justly ashamed of myself for having written
to the first presidency and said there is no
opportunity for presidency and priesthood in brazil
we have no men the few we have are not worthy

that god is at the helm that all
things under his direction arearo possible

the work did go forward even without the mission-

aries although there were many problems most of the
members were not sufficiently experienced in the church

9to handle the situations that aroseerose the new leaders
were without administrative manualsrnanual5 to follow and often

strife resulted from their decisions A number of

members wereweroweco lost track of during this period as novice

clerks attempted to keep records 1 in 1946 the argentine
1 9mission reported almost forty members lostolostbosto

when

12

missionaries started coming back in 1946

and 1947 the mission presidents considered it best to

return the main branch and district leadership positions

to the elders though this caused dissatisfaction among

0 seegmiller conference reportReaortont 1945 p 147

mission annual reportrenortlenort argentina 1951

manuscript history of the argentine mission
july 6 1950

1iseegmillerilseegmiller conferenceconferenconfereeCon ceferen report 1945 p 147

mission annual report argentina 194639463.946
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blesbies sinc illin the return of missionaries at this
timit wswais that most of the new elders were war veterans and

in general quite maturonaturedaturo hardharriharrharrl working and without the

problem of homesickness in addition according to

harold brown a later argentine mission president who wakswaswass

living in south america at the time there seemed to be a

changechangachango in attitude among thethi people of south america

followinfollowingsollowin the war suhwuhi itsi tragediesetliitli and problems which

13ission13iission annual report

44

some of the local leaders many of whom had capably

served 113 generally however these brethren were glad

to have the elders resume the major leadership positions
while their own experience was put to use in other branch

callings

the work was eventually reopened in nearly every

city where missionaries had labored before the war and

in several new areas as well some difficulty was

encountered though with the eldersolderseldenseidenseiders arriving so rapidly and

in such large numbers that atal times there were no senior
companions with any language ability within a few

months howeverhow thisevarever situation had righted itself and the
work beranbegan to progress smoothly

A blessincblessing

argentina 1951

W ernest youneyoung interview january 8 1975
provoprove utah also manuscriptiyanuscript history of the argentine
mission 11 february 23 1952

15manuscript115 historymanuscript of the argentine mission
february 23 1952
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caused them to be more reflective more receptive to new

ideas 1016 thus proselyting efforts began to yield greater
success than ever before

the uruguayan mission was the firstirstarst to be added to

the two existing south american missions this action in
1947 signaled a new era in the history of the church in

south america an atmosphere of friendliness toward the
mormonscormons had begun to develop in some areas P avorablefavorableadorableavo

publicity
rablerabie

had been given the church in uruguay in 1940

when ailan argentine missionary elder rolf larsen was chosen

to representre argentinaresent in the south americankn basketballrican
championships in montivideo14ontivideomontevideoMonti uruguayvideo because of elder
larsenslamsensLar expertsens playing ability andani good sportsmanship

hohe received a greatpreat amount of publicity and a cordial
1 RalmogphereatmoaLmoGalmos developeddevelopcdevelopspheresoll towardere the churchchurchy 10

tnereanere had been no members of the church in uruguayurti

until
C utly

1944

1

when the montivideomontividaomontividasMonti branchvideo of the argentine

mission was organized with fredrifredrickfredriclr S illiamswilliams a formrformetrfarmr
argentineargaArgeacae missionitina president as branch president the
branch had a rpernbershipiremberhip of twelve four of whom were

returned missionaries lono proselyting was carried on

but because of all the male members of the branch

harold brown oral interview october 4 1973
salt lake city typescript D 24

tuttle era p 368

manuscript history of the uruguayan mission
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f

17

atmosoll d 18

19739

18manuscript

16

17

18



46

were either employed by the united states or the uruguayan

governments they were able to form friendships with high

government officials this greatly benefittedbene thefitted church

when the mission was organizedor thereanizod later several of the

united states officials had worked under J reuben derkdarkclarkdeck
jr in mexico when he was ambassador there and because

of their respect for him they too were very friendly
toward the church 1

in august 1946 a small delegation of former

missionaries to south america who were interested in the
advancement of the church in that land visited with presi-
dent george albert smith in bizhishiz office in salt lake city

19

dc nt 20

spokesmanSp fororesman the group was former montivideanMonti branchvidean

president fredrick S williams who explained that they had

come to request that the church send inoremorelnore missionaries to
souch america they were convinced that the time was

right for proselyting workworic to be increased and opened

up to a greater dereedecreede andree felt mov3dmovadmodad to talk to president

smith about it since up to this time none of the general

authorities possess3dpossessadpossessedposs firstessad hand knowledge of the church

in south america they recommended uruguay as thetha most

desirable place for mission expansion president smith

listened in silence to what they had to say for almost

manuscript history of the uruguayan missionmllsMlis 11sionslon
suustsugustaugust 31 1947

20fredrickzopredrick20 SFredrickfreerick williams taped message to uruguayan
mission reunion spring 1972
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15747147

an Vhour I1elder williams recalled
finally after a lengthy presentation accompanied

by complete silence on the part of president smithy
1I stopped he arose excused himself and left the
room at this juncture we wondered how long we
would remain on the rolls of the church he came
back with president mckay21McKay

president

21

smith then asked elder williams to

rehearse the whole matter again for president mckay

then he asked that they write up their recommendations to
be submitted to the council of the twelve for consideration

A few months later brother williams was called as

mission president to open the new uruguayan mission and

establish headquarters in montivideomontevideoMonti hevideo left for uruguay

on july 24 1947 one hundred years after the cominbcorningcoming of the
mormonslormonslormanst to great salt lake valley

having lived in uruguay previously president

williams knew many of the leading citizens this was an

advantage that helped put the mission far ahead of what
9 9it would have been otherwise the vice president of

uruguay invited president williams aridandarld his missionaries to

his ranch for a barbecuebarbequebar atbeque the request of the uruguayan

national president the uruguayan president reported

the vice president had askedast himkedced to convey this massagesmessagesmessage

we want you to knowic thatnow you are welcome in
uruguay we have studied you and your organization

williams taped message

22manuscript22 historyManuscript of the uruguayan mission
january 1948
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25michaelmichaeimichasl

48148

and we are particularly interested and pleased with
your youth organization weve want you to know that
you have just as much official standing as any other
church if you ever have any problems we
want you to know you have friends in high places and
do not hesitate to come andind see 11s23us23

such an attitude of friendliness and good will
resulted in great progress from the start in the uruguayan

mission this attitude was far different from what the

church would shortly experience in argentina

the first two elders arrived in the new uruguayan

mission as transfers from thethettheb argentine mission they

both commented that the uruguayan people were more friendly
than the gentinesargentinesAr since complete freedom of religion
existed and people seemed to be more interestedininterestedinterest in new

idasideas 24 this was a reason for greater success in proselytproselyte

ing one elder commented you could feel a spirit of

freedom and liberty which you did not feel in argentina

they also found less catholic dominance in uruguay with one

third of the people being non catholic that is liberals
protestants andaridarld atheists this was a great change from

the almost totally catholic population of argentina

the first large group of elders came in rapid

succession but wichwithwlch no knowledge of spanish president

234illiams23williams23234 tapedilliamswilliams message

manuscript history of the uruguayan mission 1947

michael B smurthwaite sociopoliticalsocio factorspolitical
affecting the growth of the mormon church in argentina
since 1925 i unpublished masterstasterslastersI thesis brigham young
university 1968 p 136
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caniancao missmissionionlon eleven of

th new missionaries had boarded a shipswip in vancouver

BCB

3

on the 26th of october 1947 the ship was to

travel south along the west coast of south america and then

north to montivideoiontivideomontevideoMontiI onvideo the 23rd of november as they

passed through the straitstraits of gelleanmegelleanMe one of the elders
9 7arthur F smith was stricken with appendicitusappendicitis

tiltii

49

williams jokingly told ten newly arrived missionaries that
the first five of them off the ship were the senior
companions I1 the elders were often under the necessity
of having president illiamswilliams14 accompany them and talk to

their investigators in some understandable spanish the
non members often said to him

woujldilou youid please talli me what its all about
they the missionaries came here to the door
and knocked on it and gave me these tracts and
pamphletsunphlets I1 didnt understand them but their
faces were so imploring and the feelings I1
couldnt turn them down 2 6

although their knowledge of spanish was meager the

elders still communicated

one significant experience concerned a broungroupbroud of the

first elders called to the Uruguayuruguayan

there were no edicalmedicalin facilities on the ship and when his
condition worsened the ships captain gave orders for the
ship to return to the city of punta arenas chile

26frederickzfrederickcfrederick26 SFrederick williams oral interview december
2823 1972 downey california typescript p 105

9 7 manuscript history of the uruguayan mission
1947 also young interview 1975
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I1montivideolontivideomontevideoMonti forvideo elder smith

and saw him on his way

plpic cine

50

elder smith was administered to by the other
missionaries and then taken off the ship alone and

consciousunconsciousunaLuicna all of the elderseiderselderts money and valuables
were kept by his companions nd none of the elders were

allowed to accompany him since they had no visas for
chile the ship proceeded on its way

providentially there was a north american

couple mr and mrs woW L morrison staying at a hotel
in punta arenas at the time nhenwhen mr morrison learned

of the mormon elder he visited him in the hospital
where thanhachathe elder had been successfully operated on finding

the youngyourg man was without funds mr morrison paid the

hospital and doctor bills and took elder smith to the
hotel where he and his wife could care for him laterlater he

purchasedpurcha agadsad planepiane ticket to

the mission president was cognizant of the hand of

the lord in this event and wrote

we feel that the lord was mindful of the administra-
tion and not only healed him but also raised up
friends for this servant who was in a strange
land unable to spakspeak or understand the language29

the church flourished in uruguay although it was

several months before baptisms were authorized in the
meantime several branch MIAs were staffed completely

28manuscript28 historyManuscript of the uruguayan mission
1947
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31browndrown

ionlon

51

with non members who helped by giving talks bearing
30their testimonies and bringing new people to churchchurchy

through the use of music sports and dance many young
01

students were attracted to the church this was

especially evident in the early years of the mission

in 1949 two years after the opening of the mission
more than 250 persons were baptized which were more con-

verts than the argentineargentina and braziliambraziliarBraz missionsiliam combined

had that year the mission president attributed this
growth directly to the fact that there was less catholic
influence and control in uruguay and that many of the peoplep

00
tle

had a good liberal education

the story of how uruguays sister paraguay was

opened to missionary work began with a former missionary

to argent litaizia1 samuelna skousen he was living in asuncion
paraguay in 1948 and was working for the US government

he and his wife regularly held sunday school and other
church meetings in their homehornehorae one family who had been

attending their meetings wanted to be baptized but brother
skousen not knowing whatnihat missionmissmisa jurisdictionjurisdictionlon they would

fall undertinder wrote the first presidency inquiring what he

manuscript history of the uruguayan mission
june 1948

brown interview p 21

iU iamslams interview p 91 the church today has
become the second largest religious denomination in uruguay
according to former mission president L sidney shreeve
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lortor in paraguay had explained

to president williams that it was a rather inopportune

time to inaugurate the work there since itir was a holy

0 manuscript history of the uruguayan mission

aghayanaguayan of f icials

enjbenj
I1 oy

52
00should do

july 1948

manuscript history of the uruguayan mission
april 30 1950

33 ilehellelie was directed to contact president

williams at montivideomontevideoMonti whovideo helped him arrange for the
baptism of the rodriguez family this took placeplaca november

18 1948 in asuncion
A branch of the church was organized followinfollowingsollowin

this event and brother skousen was set apart as branch

president in 1948 paraguay came officially undertinder the

direction of the uruguayan mission permission was given

later to begin active proselyting work there
proselyting in paraguay proved to be quite differ-

ent than in uruguay for there were many people of lamanite

descent the paraguayan government was not very stable
eitherelther so the elders worked to establish friendly
relations with united states and paraguayan officials
this prompted president williams to comment facetiously
to thetho uruguayan missionaries

I1 am only sorry they the paraguayan missionariemissionaries
have to go to official receptions around the
different embassies eat north american cooking
in several homes and such things of course they
dont enjoy doing it but it is a part of their
work 134

the americanAinealne ambassadoraimbassarrican

pa

Y I1 stiieztiiezhe z

cook in CD

work134
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year and the catholic church was stirrinstirringstarrin up its people

he added though that the paraguayan people needed the
mormon church badly and he would do anything he could to
help the elders get started ileheflefie introduced them to many

prominent people

president williams was able to get a permit to

establish the church in paraguay just one week after sub-

mitting the application this was unusualcunLun consideringusual the
normal red tape in addition the permit was permanent

the only other church with a permanent permit was the

catholic church all of the protestant churches had to
get theirthair permits renewed every month the lord had

blessed the latter day saints in the opening of this
new country to missionary work

the social and moral structure of the country

was such that thathe men of paraguay were generally in-

different to religion as was true in other south american

countries thus at first much more success was found

proselyting among the women and children statistics
reflected this trend in all the missions at that time for
they reported usually three or four times as many acrive
women as men

t

manuscript history of the uruguayan mission
january 5 1950

jllliamsvilliamslliamsbilliamsjL taped message

manuscript history of the uruguayan mission
april 30 1950

35

36

37

mene

s5manuscript

37mantiscript
309

jilliams33. vi



hishig

54

converts made in the twenty three years between

1925 and 1948 before the visit of apostle stephen L

richards had never seen or heard of a general authority
of the church therefore his visit was a greatly antici

00pated event it was the first visit of a general

authority to brazil receptions were held for elder
richards so the members could meetmet himanddimand his friendly
smile and warm personality immediately won their hearts
many of them had come expecting to see a man of much

sobriety elder richards commented that the south

americananzleArzieantle saintsrican were respectful to an almost embarrassing

degree u40 they were awed by the presence of a living
apostle

during his 18000 mile tour elder richards

visited all three missions hi trip created much favorable
publicity for the church reporters were impressed with

him and one of them noted

wevieile must sincerely confess that his apostolic pro-
fession made us feel as if we were in the presence
of a man who had somethingsomi inathing common with those
who are usually found in permanent contact
with divine powers perhaps it was his dress

38gaviota brazilian mission magazine february
1948 p 48

OQ

february 1948

stephen L richards conference report
october 1948 p 146
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perhaps his visage perhaps the amazement of a
strange doctrine41doctrine

apostle

41

richards arrival had been reported in all the

major newspapers including eight of buenos airesaires1alresairest largest

dailies jnin addition to the routine arrival reports

several of these newspapers included articles presenting

the basic mormon doctrines the greater percentage of which

were favorableavo torablerabie the church

to the three mission presidents elder richards
recommendedrecommandrecommend improvement of their present chapel facilities
which generally were small rented homes doubling as

both meeting house and missionary living quarters the
presidents were also instructed to buy land and present

cost estimates for new chapels elder richards encouraged

them to work toward the use of more local leadership
which would provide the latirslatinslatars necessary experience in

directing the affairs of the churchcliurc 2 e could see that
south america desperately needed the gospel and felt that
the most promising prospects were among the youth he

reported

thetha nationsmatlnatidati ofionslons that land need more than anything
else thetha true concepts of liberty which arise
outour of a correct understanding of the relation-
ship of man to god and his fellow man 3

la chiticacrlticacritica buanosguenosgu airesenos argentinaArgentina february7
4 1948 located in manuscriptranuFanu historyscript of thetre argentine
mission if february 1948

nuscriptscriptManuscriptnu history of the argentine mission u

february 1948

Richardschardsch conferenceards repprruoltreparkuoltt october 1948 p 146
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there was some feeling among the mission presidents

that little progress could be made until more funds were

appropriated by the church to erect respectable chapels
14 ernest young president of the argentine mission in
1948 stated

we feel that some financial outlays must be invested
here in the building of chapels and even the
purchasing of lands before any marked interest
and growth may be expected

although

44

elder richards impression of the work

there was generally favorable he was cautious in his
recommendation of funding

I1 do not intend to represent these people as having
all the characteristics of an honest people with the
integrity necessary for a greatgroat advancement of the
work of the gospel expenditure of missionary
effort and funds should proceed with precaution
I1 am not in favor of going atlallaliattalatlatt outI in making big
investments unless more advancement is made than
has been demonstrated up to no745now45

the newly formed uruguayan mission received most of the
funds that eventually wereverowero allocated for south american

chapel needs in those early years

with regard to the foreign language problem elder
richards felt that special language training of mission-

aries in the united states for three months before their
departure would not seem advisable at the time for

mission annual report argentina 1946

manuscript history of the argentine mission
february 1948
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practical training in the missionfieldmissionfmissionmissiomissione seemedfieldleid to get the

best results in the given time elder richardsrichardsrricharderRichard visitsr

benefittedbene thefitted mission greatly and he returned to the

leading councils of the church with firsthandfirst knowledgehand

of the ne3dsneads and conditions existing there

february 1948

46
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chapter 4

THE SEED SPROUTS

president david 0 mckays visit in 1954 was a

much heralded long awaited event for it was the first
visit ever of a president of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints to south america uruguayan mission

president L sidney shreeve commented that the announce-

ment of president mckays impending visit had about the
sarnesamesarre effect on the south american saints as an announce

merit of a visit from an angel might have had on utah

saints 1 president and sistersisner mckaymcyaymckaymcy traveleday with their
son robartrobert who was a formetformer argentine missionary

reporters were impressed ithwithvith the fact that in spite of

the mckaysmr advancedkays ages president mckay was over eighty
they were possessed with youthful spirits nd a happy

positive outlook

in

2

argentina presidentPresipreel mckayderitdarit met with national
president juan D paron for aZL cordial interview this
visit took place on february 3 1954 in the casa rosada

argentinasaraenArgen chieftinascinasninas executive mansion peron welcomed

L sidney shreeve interview januaryJaijal 9luary 1975
provoprove utah

deseret news church news salt lake city7gity7gitya
february

L
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president mckay in english after which president mckay

thanked him for the considerate attitude of the argentineargentina
government toward its citizens who wished to become

mormonscormonsMor ilehelleliemons expressed gratitude for argentinasArgen freedomtinas
of religion

president peron displayed a surprising knowledge

of the church and admiration for its members he knew of

the word of wisdom remarking to president mckay I1 would

like to of ferfor you a drink but you dont drink nor smoke

nor drink tea nor coffee what can I11 do to make you

happy president mckay replied that he had madrmadamade them

happy already the prophet was impressed with peronsferons
graciousness and commented later on peronsferons

courteous consideration of our ideals in regard to
the word of wisdom I11 have been in the presence of
a good many leaders and prominent rulers but I1 would
likeliktilkeilkoliet to say that I1 think the presidents
gesture towards us in that regard was indicative of
a nature refined and considerateconsider such as I1 have
never seen manifest on any other occasion it was
superb

when peron was informed that president mckay was

to address the saints on sunday in a downtown hall he

desired that the oneona thousand seat national teatro de

manuscript history of the argentine mission
february 195195a also mrs lee valentine lnierviewincerviexlnierlaierlaler
january

view
8 1975 provo utah hertierilerller husband was president

of the argentine mission when presidentPres mckayidentidant visited and
her father W ernest y- ung was the first president of the
missioninis insionslon 1935 and later called again as mission president

manuscript history of the argentine mission
february 1954
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cervantes be provided for the occasion although

president mckay protested this kind offer peron

insisted their visit concluded with the two men

embracing in the traditional argentina abrazoabraao As he

left president mckay expressed gratitude for the courtesy

extended by peron and his kind gesture in permitting the
use of the national theatre

in his address in the theatre the following sunday

the prophet paid tribute to the argentine president in

these wordswordstnordst
your president peron is a great leader a senialgenialbenial

host a true gentleman I1 take this opportunity
publicly of expressing the gratitude of the first
presidency of the church for his favorable attitude
toward our church we advise our missionaries not
to euterouter into the politics of any country in which
our church is established but wish to say that
I1 amailiaill in hearty accord with the fundamental
principles of this government5governmentsgovernmentgovel

it
5nment5

was a blessing that the saints were able to
gather in the theatre 800 at each session five hundred

of them wouldx have been turnedfumed away had theyiche mety in the
small hall as originally planned I1 anam still pinching

myself said robert mckaymckaypmcdaymckaye things like that just dont
happenhippenh inippen a country heretofore so difficult for our

smanuscripc5manuscript history of the argentine mission
february 7 1954 some of the members whomno were against
peron resented president mckay accepting this offer and
refused to attend the conference according to mrs lee
valentine

th
ar-ii



salzzaltsaizfalzfaiz laketake city7
february 20 1954 p 2

1 theodore tuttle south america 0

I1 s nanimitymagnanimityunanimityma president6 ores mckayident made other favorable
comments about the government and peron excerpts of his
talk were broadcast that evening on the national radio sta
dionytiony accompanied by recorded music of the tabernacle choir

president mckay visited all three missions in

south america mingling with thousands of loyal saints and

speaking in scores of meetings the members showed their
deep love for the prophet and their gratitude for his

visit by turning out in great numbers to hear him in sao

paulo brazil poorer members of the church who had traveled
great distances to hear the prophet spent the night

sleeping on thetha floor and richesbenchesba of the chapel awaiting

the morning when they would seesetesele th cr beloved leadarleader

the

7

saints sang beautiful hymns in honor of

president mckay and presented native mementoes and

souvenirs to him and his wife many hundreds of non

members came to hear thetho prophet and the press releases
created a greatgret deal of positive publicity for the church

the prodhetsproohetsprophets visit among the saints helped

develop in their minds a feeling of devotion to and

deseret news church news salt

I1
aa7a
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missionaries to penetrate he said this referring to
peronsperonferons

land
of prophecy and promise the improvement eraena LXVlxv1 may
1963 3553550
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atlandalland

widewida conferences saying that they
imposed too great a financial burden on the people who

sometimes paid a months wages for transportation to these
conferences irin all matters his counsallcounsal was heeded and

tb church benefittedbene therethenefitted by in a lengthy report to

the first presidency elder petersenPetr madeersenorsen recommendations

that would shortly see fulfillment and concluded with

the statement I1 feel that soothsouth america is a land of

0
A march 1975 trip to south america was made

by president spencer W kimballimballcimball to attend the area
general conference of the church in buenos aires and
sao paulo

62

identity with the church they gained a new appreciation

for having a mouthpiece of the lord on earth and a

strengthened concept of the unity that exists with other
members of the church world wide president mckays tour
was a significant milestone in the progress of the church

in south america and remains today only the second time

in thetha history of the church in south ameriamerl ca that a
0president has visited there

residentpresident mckays visit was followed that same

year by one from elder mark E petersen of the council
of thathe twelve touring all the missions he gave valuable
counsel and instruction ileheflefie suggested that branches be

opened in chile and peru and alsoaiso recommended that there
be regular audits of church funds ttehe advised the dis-
continuance of mission

for

8

11
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promisepromise1promised for1 the gospel 9 ileheflefie had left behind a newly

inspiredins corpsDired of missionaries and officers as well as a

thrilled and happy membershimembershipmembership t

when elder henry D moyle was sent to south

america in 1956 president mckay told him now you go to

south america and the lord will gimegivepive you a revelation tillnianii

his tour was marked by several revelations ilehellelie held

interviews with the presidents of uruguay and paraguay

and while in peru and chile liehelleile organized the first branchesbra

of

riches

the church there
elder moyleloylemoyie1 had a remarkable experience in argentina

following a meeting at which he had spoken A gentle-
man came to shake hands with him and elder moyle felt
impressed to give himhirnhira a blessing lieilelle declared chatthatehat he waswes

of the blood of israel through manasseh and that the lord
had a work for him to perform among his friends and family

thisthis work was to teach and convert themthen to the gospel of

jesus christchristychrista it developed that the man was an investigator
who with his wife had desired baptism into the church

but was prevented from beingbaing baptized by a certain problem

eldereider mark E petersenpetarsenpatersen to the first presidency
spring 1955

manuscript history of the argentine mission
january 1 1955

aaelaabel T sorensen oral interview july 12
1972 salt lake city typescript p 73
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this experience was taken by them as a manifestation
from the lord that the problem had been solved and nothing

would now hinder their baptism they soon became members

of the church 3

during his visile elder moyle prophesied on two

different occasions that the saints in south america would

some day have a temple and that spanish speakingsp peopleealinE in

the world would accept the gospel in everevar in increasingcreasing

numbers he also told a large group of brazilian
missionariesmiss thatfonariesaonaries from this time forth there would be a

great spiritual awakening among the people tii111ttl altogether
his tour did much to increaseincreases the faith of the members

and add impetus to the work of the missionaries amy

valentine wife of argentineargantineArg missionantine president lee
valentine said that their mission was never the samesaipesalpesaine

after elder noyhoymoylesies visitvis-it so great was his influence and

impact elder moylemoyie experiences proved to be valuable
when he was later called to be a counselor to president

mckay in the first presidency of the church with

particular responsibility for missionary work

A somber pall was cast over his tour of the

manuhcript history of the argentine mission
may 28 1956
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uruguayan mission when on the 7thath of june 1956 the

wife of the mission president frank perry died in

montivideomontevideoMonti sheshasaasassaevideo had been suffering for some days in a

hospital but her death was rather unexpected

three years after elder moylosmoylessmoyiesmoylesboyless visit elder
spencerspancer 14 kimball with his wife made a seven week

30000 mile tour of south america during which he dedicated

three chapels and held conferences with the mission

presidents elder kimball gave special emphasis to
proselyting work saying that there was a great day in

the imminent future for the work of the lord in south

america he likened the south american countries to
giants just yawning and retchingstretchingratchingscretchingst and ready to go to
work he also echoed thetine prophecy that there would

1 ftsome day be a temple in south americanericaAr 18

in the same year 1959 the andes mission was

organized with SOO members J vernonvemonveaonvamon sharp was called
as mission president he had helped melvin J ballard
open the south american mission in 1925 and was the first
elder to complete a mission to south america elder

1 desergtDe newssergt

1 manuscript history of the uruguayan mission 11

january 1959 A tempietempletempiatenpie to be built by the church in
sao paulo brazil was announced by president spencer W

kimball in march 1975
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harold B lee organized the new mission which included

chile which had formerly been part of the argentine

mission peru which had been part of the uruguayan

mission and later bolivia the actual organization

took place on november 1 1959 in limalimllmalil peru but a

meeting had been held two days earlier in santiago

chile explaining the organization to the chilean saints
since it was not possible for them to attend the lima

meeting because of the great distance involved there
was some question over the location of the mission head-

quarters since the mission covered such a wide area but
19lima was chosen by president mckay because as elder

lee stated it was closer to salt lake city where the

missionaries would come from 112

the southern headquarters of the mission was

established in santiago chile and though bolivia was

also part of the mission the work did not begin there
21for several years because of political unrest the

distancesdis intancestancas the new mission werevere tremendous some

branchesbran beingbaingchasches as far as 2000 miles apart and the distance

J vernonvemonveaon sharp oral interview june 10
1970 salt lake city typescript p 45

manuscript history of the andes mission
october 31 1959
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from north to south ends of the mission was 4200 miles

the church had been established in peru about

fifty years earlier when A W mccune a salt lake city
businessman established a mining company there several
mormonscormons were employed at the mines and they soon organized

a branch of the church 22 meetings were held throughout

tiiethetile years but no proselytingnroselyting was attempted when

president mckay made his tour of south america in 1954

he visited the few members who were then living in lima

elder mark E petersen after his visit later in 1954

wrote the first presidency recommending that missionary

work among the lamanitesLama innites peru be undertaken

I1 recommend that peru be added to the uruguayan
mission peru of fecsfees a remarkable opportunityopportunityopportun2opportune
for preaching the gospel coto th indians at least
half of the population of the cityclity of lima is of
indian extraction these people all speak
spanish in the interior there are many cities whichmnichgnich
runruin as high as 75 indian who speak the native
indian language one language not many dialects
the literacyli amongcoracytoracy the native populationpo inovulationoulation peru
is regarded as being higher than in most south
americanarnerican countries therethre is religious liberty
to a marked debreedegree and there is also much dis-
satisfaction among the indians so far aras the pre-
vailing church is concerned23concerned

two

23

missionaries were sent there from the uruguayan

mission in 1956 fredrick S williams who was residing
in lima at the time and later became the first branch

22mnuscript22manuscript22 historyManuscript of the uruguayan mission
september 1 1956

23mark E petersen to first presidency spring
1955
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president aided the elders in getting established 24

elder williams had written the first presidency and asked

how could we arrange to have our little mormon group comecoinecolne

under

C

the mission25missionv25mission these25 first missionaries made an

impressive start holding as many as forty nine cottage

meetings a week many of thesethase with lamanite families 26

president lee said at the organization of the

mission

I1 believe that we are not far from the olace where
the history of the people of lehi commenced in
western america the two most logical ports
are santiago and lima these are without
question the people to whom it was said that the
gospel from the nephite prophets was to come27

there were close to 4000000040100000 full or part blooded

descendants of lehi in south america and nephi had pro
Rphesiphesiadchesi that they would hear the gospel he28 said

and the gospel of jesus christ shall be declared
amors themtham wherefore they shall be restored

24wiliiams24williarns24 interviewwiliiams 0 70 williams thus became
the first branch president in peru which was a part of the
uruguayan mission over which he had previously presided
the same circumstances had existed earlier in 1944 when he
became the first branch president in uruguay which was then
part of the argentine mission over which he had also pre-
viously presided

25tuttle25 jTuttle p 366

261manucript26mannjcrip history of the uruguayan mission 11

november 15 1956

27manuscript27 historyManuscript of the andes mission
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unto the knowledge of their fathers and also to
the knowledge of jesus christ which was had
ainongamongemongaifong their fathers29fathers

the

29

opening of this andesabides mission also began the

fulfillment of the prophecy uttered by elder melvinmelvln J

ballard on the day of the dedication of the land of southsoutlsoufl
americakv heerica had said that many europeans in south america

would receive the gospel but that ultimately the work

of thathe missioninis wouldsionslon be to the indians 30 argentine

mission president W youngyouns had felt at one time that
the great hope of this argentine7Argentineina7missionmission will be in the

conversion of thousands of the british communitycoracorn 11131munity

thereTI wereere 500000 britons in argentina at the time

19487948711948951 and a large welch colony in southern argentina
had been proselytedproselyter heavily but not very successfullyosuccessfullysuccessful

elder

lyoiyo

lee emphasized the importance of the work

withwithwichwlch the lamaniteslainanitesLamaLaina sincenites there had beenboonboen very little work

among thetha lamanitesLama inlnnites south america up to this time

elder stephen L richards had stated in 1948 that there
were no lamanite members of the church in south america33America

2911

33

nephi 305
30bryantofiryantOfir Syancyant hinckley seermonsejrmon5armonscarmonssegSej andrmon mi s s conaryionary

services of melvinmelvlnmeivin 1 ballardallardbailardaliard salt lake ctyc5tycity deseret
book co 1949 p 97

31mission31 annualmission report argentina 1948

3211 ernest young interview january 8 1975 provoprove
utah

33stephen333tephen33 Lstephen richards conferenceConje reportrencecence october 9

1948 p 146

i

E

reatC largent

ly948711 32

h ad

r rv iQQa Q ivinlvin J

7

LY

30Bryant Missionaa
city

19483



moyienoyle

70

elder lee saidsaidtsald

this is tha center of somesoute of the greatest indian
populations in the world and in all likelihood
w may be near the placplace in these two countries of
chile and peru where there has been a greater
intermixture of indian blood than any other country
on this continent and also the fact that there is
no place in south america where there has been a
greater acceptance ofol01 the gospel in so short a
time34tim934tim

henry

934
D moyhoyie had helped lay the groundwork for

establishing thetha mission in peru when he visited in 1956

he had to convince the peruvian government to let the church

come into the country and organize the mission so he

promised that as a result of the mission between

20000000000 and 500000 a year would be spent by the church

and its missionaries in that land this promise was

fulfilled to a far greater extent than the figures he gave

as buildingsbuiltinbuildin weres erected missionaries arrived in great
numbersrum andbers the mission was established and equipped

at the time president lee came to organize the

andes mission an event occurred which helped the mission

in getting started As elder lee and his entourage were

preparing to visit the ancient ruins of maichumaiche pichuaichu

in peru the andeaande3 mission president j vernon sharp was

taken ill and was forced to stay in his room at a hotel
for some days A doctor was called in who seemed to

manuscriptvianu historyscript of the andes mission

july 8 1956
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enjoy talking to elder sharp as much as treating him and

they became good friends A few weeks later elder sharp

met this doctor at the main airport in lima and dis-
covered that he was head of all health services for peru

the doctor introduced president sharp to all of the
customs and government officials so that he became

personally acquainted with them this greatly facilitated
the entry of missionaries into that nation president

sharp said

thare was no legal fuss no legal mess and also
because of him we were able to have access to go
in and out of the airport where other people
couldnt to meet the lurchchurcha officials and to take
care of any business that we had there36there

only

36

those who have experienced latin american red capetapetapacapa

can appreciate what a great blessiisblessinblessiusblessi resultresultedresuitis from elder
sharpssharptssharits chance meeting with the doctor

at the time of the chilean earthquake in 1959

the church received much excellent publicity in that land

because of its part in assisting those stricken by the

disaster the church headquarters in salt lake city sent
a large shipment of warm clothing and antibiotics down

these werewarewarswade in fact the first relief articles of any

kind to get into santiagosentiasantia wheno the mission president
J vernon sharp called upon the minister of foreign

affairs to offer his help the minister responded with

sharp interview p 50

f

36sharp
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you know I1 had a feeling you were going to
come weve been reading a bit about you mormon
folks and how in times of need you help 0 0 1I
have been expecting you in our hour of trouble
I1 knew you would come sincesinca I1 knowgow how interested
you are in us and our people 37

the foreign minister took president sharp to meet

the other ministers of the cabinet to see under which

department the mormon relief program would fall
previous to this time the church had experienced

some difficulty in bringing missionaries into the country

but after the favorable exposure of the church to cabinet

officials a letter went out to government agencies

stating that there would be no further limit to the number

of mormonnormonI missionaries admitted to chile
because of the laws of that country the relief

items which arrived from the church in salt lake city
were not permitted to babe distributed in chile without

permission of the governor of the state the governor

told the mission president that although they desperately
needed the supplies the law said that 100 percent duty
tl uld have to be charged on all items contingcomingcomina through the
port we cant givegiva it to you and then ransom it out

president sharp protested the governor replied the
only thing you can do is present your case to the

senate 1138

manuscript history of the andes mission may
1960 also sharp interview p 57

38sharp interview p 61
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hadwechadwe donadone it our way things
would have slipped in very easily and nobody would
have known that we did it now we didnt want
publicity we didnt do it to get publicity but
in the lords way the cabinet knew the senators
knew and everybody knew what the church had been
doing40doing

in gratitude for this help the chilean government

issued several of the elders safe conduct letters which

meant they were permitted to ride an means of transpor-

tation in chile free of charge and receive complete

franking privileges

73

the national senate was then in session and pre-

sident sharp with a newly made friend from the red cross

organization appeared before thetho chilean senate wheremaere

he received permission for the relief items to come in
39duty free in a recent interview president sharp summed

up the events
now you see that had wo

later a chilean parliamentary
delegation came to salt lake city and thanked the first
presidency for the help of the church

the missionaries were very valuable as translators
in thesethesa times of crisis at the time of the 196039603.960

peruvianPert earthquakeivian the united states sent planes loaded

with blankets tontstentstenton andcs other relief items for the
earthquake victims but a few hours after thelttheir arrivalrivalrieallircirgir

the commanding officer of the relief airlift who did not

sharp interview p 59 the new friend richard
tomlin later wrote the red cross that when he arrived on
the scene of the earthquake the only ones who knew what
they were doing were the mormonscormonsMor

sharp
mons

interview p 59 sharp interview p 61

C
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speak spanish said he was lesaving1eavingsavingle immediatelyi forI1 the

states because he couldnt get along with the peruvian

people they had frightened him so much that he got7 into
his7a7 car slammed the door shut and left them the

mission president came to the rescue telling the officer
that the problem was just a misunderstanding because of

language and added we have some elders here that knowinow

these people know the city ilkelike the back of your handohandhend
the officer was persuaded to stay and use the elders who

worked for him several days

the chilean sector of the andes mission had been

opened originally in 1956 as part of the argentine miss ionlon

two elders were sent from argentina by permission of the

first presidency the B F fotheringhampothaPothe familyringham who

verewerewarewameveme members of the church froinfrom utah lived in santiago

and had suggested earlier to elder mark E petersen that
the work be opened there brother fotheringham had been

an argentine missionary and now worked for the kodak

company in chile elder petersen reported to the first
presidency in 1955 that brotherbrothed fotheringham

strongly urges missionary work in santiago says
the time is ripe the government attitude is good
the psychology of the people is liberal and favor-
able and that rhede is a growLgrowinggrowlrig dissatisfaction with
the prevailing denomination down theethre there are
many trades people making tipup a good middle class
who he thinks might be interested in our message3

mark E petersen to the first presidency spring
1955
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the fotheringhamspotheringhamsPothering aidedhams the elders in establishing
themselves and organizing the first meetings which were

held in their home at the time the santiago branch was

organizedorganiorgana onled july 5 1956 SitingvisitingWI apostle henry D

moyle spoke promising that the people would accept the
gospel rapidly and that soon there would be a mission

there with at least ten branches he said that the

priesthood would bind many fine families together

three years later when chile was organized with peru into
the andes mission a baptismal servicecervice was held for forty
five converts which added 10 percent to the total membe-

rship of the church in chile 45

when president josephjosethjosaph fielding smith toured chiechile
in 1960 he visited some property in vinaviriavlnavirla del martar that the

church was purchasing mission president shard reported 5

As we went into that beautiful place y there is a
well and beautiful trees president sinithsmith shut
his eyaseyes and he said you should buy moremoro land
because I1 see that someday there will be a temple
built herehare 46

in brazil churchchurcl growth had been slow at first
but increased more rapidly the last five years of tha

1950s1950ls1950 brazilianbrazilibrasiliBrls missionazili presidentFres kangeterbangeterbangaterBandanident saidsatergetergatersecersacerseter
the receptionrecaption the church has had in brazil

I1 feel has been armwarm and friendly to an out

manuscript history of the argentine mission
july 5 1956

daseretDa Kseretsenet ewsaws church news salt lake city7
november 21 19597 p 3
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braziliansbrazilians generally have
always and traditionally been friendly to north
americans7americans47Americans

time

747

magazine faceciouslyfacetiously explained the growth and its
results by quotinquoting a brazilian mannan who jovially complained

the danger to the world is not communism but
mormonism you people work fast in our country
with smiles and songs then you have lots of
childrenchilchii whodran study and get ahead of our kidsklesoklesekieskles

76

standing degree

then you get yourselves elected to government
positions and boomboomiblomi you pass a law banninbanning coffeecoffeacoffeo
and brazil falls flat on her face8face48facea

in

0

1959 there were 3500 members of the church in

brazil and on september 20 1959 the brazilianbragBraz southzilian
mission was organized from thetae brazilian mission by elder
harold B lee ground was broken also at that time for
the saasiasao paulo branch chapel 49 A conference was held in

conjunction with elder lees visit at which five hundred

persons attended which was the largest gathering of

brazilian saincssainas up to that wimatimetimawime on the day of the
new missions organization elder lee prophesied that one

day another mission would be created within tha new one

that prophecy has since seen fulfillment

williamWjlliam grant kangeterbangaterbangeterBan interviewaetergatergeter october 8
1974 salt lake city typescriptpascriptT p 4

time novembervembermemberPo 28 1960 p 77

brazilian mission box 4 located at church
historians office salt lake city
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47wjlliam

48t 19609

49brazilian
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it was the great increase in convert baptisms and

the great distances in brazil which necessitated the

creation of the new mission with the mission divided
new areas could be opened recife the third largest city
in brazil was opened and though the city was 1500

miles from mission headquarters its branch flourished

asael T sorenson who had been released as

brazilian mission president only six monthly previously
was recalled as president of the new brazilian south

mission he explained that part of the reason for the great
growth in the mission was due to a prophetic statement made

by elder henry D moyle in a missionary meeting in rio
de janiero he had saidsaidtsald

from this time forward the spirit of the lord
will move upon these people they will dream
dreams they will have visions they will see
the church in dreamsdr chevthevearnseains will see the book of
mormon and other things52things

in

52

the succeeding years many missionaries testified that
contacts which they had made had seen the church in a

dream or they had seen two of the missionaries in dreams

when the missionaries came actinstradingactingtr the people would

remember their dream and invite the elders in immediately

they would have already seen the book of mormon the

gold plates and other thingsthin8sthinas just countless testified

51bangeter5lbangeter interview october 22 1974 p 7

sorenson interview p 67
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of these things reported president sorenson 3

mission president william grant bangerterbangeterBan whogeter

lacerlaterlacen became a general authority of the church helped ex-

plain the growth that came to brazil at this time this
waytwaysway there seemed to come an unfolding an awakening and

dawning of understanding and of spiritual strength among

our missionaries that was very remarkable it34 all of these

factors contributed to the great increase in convert

baptisms not only in brazil but throughout south america

in the late 1950s

elder harold B lees 1959 visit to organize the
andes and brazil south missions was significant in

several ways on the occasion of the organization of the

andes mission eldereldar lee declared with prophetic insight
into the uturefuturefuture of the church in that land

this marks the beginning of what appears to be
new day for mission work in south america the
greatest growth in all these missions has been
in the last five vearsyears brazil had less than 1000
members five years ago and now has more than 3700
in 1953 1954 and 1955 there were less than 80
converts in the argentine mission but last year
they had more than 600 e in my judgment there
are no missions in the world which hold so much
promise as the missions of south ericaurericaamericaur 55

elder lee toured all of the missions holding

sorenson interview p 67

54bangeter5bangeter interview october 8 1974 p 22
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denzdentpresipresl 0

surely the apostle would want to wait until morning to

hold the delayed missionary meeting but not elder lee
the meeting convened at that late hour and elder lee
offered the closinclosingclodin prayer at I11 am the next morningmorn

the

1inge

press release concerning elder leesleasleals trip
was mostly favorable 11 with the exceptionception of two large

chilean newspapers which carried caricatures of elder
ieelee as marryingPlarr samsamasam3ying 11

79

missionary meetings interviews with 560 elders district
conferencesconference meeting with government leaders attending

youth activity nights receptions press conferences

officers and teachers meetings mission presidency

meetings etc his rigorous itinerary would have wearied

most men quickly but3 elder lee continued his grueling

schedule day after day one morninmorning while touring the

andes missionMismls hebeslongsiongsions and his party arose at 5 am traveled

several hours held a long conferencenferenceinference and in the evening

attended a dinner and reception in his honor that lasted

untiluntijuntie 11 pm mission president J vernon sharp thought

referring to the churchschurche belief in

polygamy the picture was captioned mormonimormon leader

arrives in chile to organizeor missionaryanize work in chile
we asked where his other wives were but he said he only

brought one 1156

the tour included one event of particular

bj

cc

e ception

56j vernonvemon sharpsharps oral interview june 10
1970 typescript p 49
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cechev

giadglad roto have members of your
church in my country some sayzay north americans are
interested only in money but I1 know they are kind
and generous especially thos of your church you
observe sunday and use the rev of the week to servo
your fellow men yours is not just a sunday religion

goyingoyim

eheahe

cac5

80

significance lending fulfillment to the declaration that
the gospel would be taken unto the ends of the world

and before kings and rulers 11 it occurred when elder lee
visited dro martin R echegoyenechegoyanEch theegoyan president of uruguay

in a letter to the first presidency mission president

arthur M jensen described the october 2 1959 visit
although his visit was scheduled to be but a brief

formal call it developed into a moving experience
for all those present which lasted far beyond the
designated time limit throughoutthrou thehout visit a
spirit of rapport was evident between elder lee
and dr echegoyenechegoyanEch whichegoyan soon extended itself to
include everyone present among other remarksdemarks made
by dr echegoyenechegoyanEch wereweraegoyan these significant sentences

I1 know about you and your history and we have
much in common you and I1 are kindred spirits for
we both started out as teachers I1 also know about
your church and I1 am lad

there was an unusual spirit present during the
ensuing conversation and at lorler an interval elder
loelee turnedfumed to dr echegoyenechegoyanEch andegoyan said I1 feel moved
to give you a blessbiess inainglna those who were there
testified that the words spoken by elder lee pen-
etrated their innermost beings v eidoeldoeideelde lee
blessed dr echegoyenechegoyanechegovanEchEche withbovanegoyangovanboyan tiietheti healthie and the
strength to carry on the great work he was doing in
uruguay then he blessed the country and its in-
habitants dr echego37an again sent his personal
thanks and kindest wishes to elder lee and expressed
his delight with the visit57visit

A

57

few weeks later elder lee snt a leather bound copy

of the book ofot mormonlle111ile toormon dr echagoyanEch whichagoyan bore his
autograph president jensen felt that as a result of the

visitvisit2visita the mission received ihethe friendship and goodwill of

57111manuscript57honuscript57111 historyManuscript of the uruguayan mission
october 2 1959
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dr echegoyenechegoyanEch 0egoyan the first presidency impressed with the

significance of the visit read president jensenshensensJen entiresens
ietterloiterletterleiterletiet toter the quorum of the twelve

also of significance during elder lees tour was

a manifestation of the gift of tongues during a talk by

elder lee to 1300 people attending a district conference

in montivideoiiontivideomontevideoMonti uruguayvideo on october 4 1959 the spanish

speaking members understood elder lee as he was talking
and declared they did not need the interpreter elder
lea remarked 1 I1 was so certain that they knew the english
language for they nodded their heads approvingly during my

talk even before the translation was rendered 0 the
outpouring of the gift of tongues manifest on this occasion
was repeated at other timetimes during the visit of general

authorities
in late 1960 president joseph fielding smith

toured theithezhe five missions with elder A theodore tuttletuttie 0of

the first council of sevenseventsevansevant try the trip was a prelude

to elder tuttlestuttles assignment the next year as president

of all8118.11aliail the south american missions sister smith whoono

mrs58mrs arthur M jensenoraljensenJense intervieworalorai february
10 1975 salt lake city

59deseret59 newsDeseret cherchischurchisChurl12ur wgchidchIs

salt lake cit7city7
october 3.131 1959 p 5

61journal61 ofJournal A theodore tuttle october 24
1960 located at church historians office salt lakelakt3 city
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accompanied her husband endeared herself to the mission-

aries by entertaining them with her beautiful singing and

impromptuirnpromp talent programs

in brazil the mayors of joinville and ponta

grossa attended the district conference sessions at which

president smith spokesnoke marking the first time that brazilianBrazi

city
jaanlAan

officials had attended church conferences

traveling conditions in brazil during president

smithsSinit triphs were typical of those in these developing

nations when heavy rain forced cancellation of a con-

ference in one area in brazil president smith and his party
found it impossible for their plane to take off from a

muddy field at porto uniao brazilbrazils they were forced to
return to tha main city curitibaCur byitiba bus over quagmire

roads several times during the nearly twelve hour bus

trip it was necessary for elder tuttle and brazilian mission
president asael T sorenson to take off their shoes roll

62deseretspeseretSpe newsseret church newsnewa

8 2

1 C

fir t
62 tillstitis

indicated the favorable attitude of most brazilian govern-

ment officials toward the church

time magazine even reported on president smithssmithis

visit in brazil and mentioned that 26711267 missionaries have

30000 converts and expect to baptize 2000 in the next

six months in brazil 62
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up their trousers and help push the bus out of the mud

the churchchul2chula news of december 3 1960 carried a picture of

the smiths and presidentpresPreg tuttleident contentedly walking

barefooted through the brazilian mud along side their
floundering bus

elder ezra taft bens on was visiting south america

at this same time in his official capacity as secretary
of agricultureabriAgriabrl inculturecultura the eisenhowerElseneisen cabinethower when hahe and

president smith met at the airport in brazil it was the

first time two apostles had ben on the south american

continent at one time elder benson used whatever free
time hahe had to counsel with mission leaders and speak

to gatheringsofgatheringsgathering of saints and missionaries

the visits by general authorities during this
fifteen year period were invaluable in creating favorableazorablerazorablefa

publicity for the church and building faith in the hearts
of members they gave increased motivation to thousands

of missionaries and the counsel and direction of these

authorities to the mission presidents shaped policies

that preparedprepra southoaredDaredorred america for future growthsgrowth brazilian
mission president sorenson commented

manascriptMan historyascript of the brazilian mission
october 24 196019600

65manuscript65 historyManuscript of the andes mission
november 1 1960 elder benson also visited south
america in 1955 conference report april 1955 p 47-
49
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011 c that
really is the mind and will of the lord when these men
come through a mission and they speak under the
inspiration of the lord

we learnedleaiea thatmed the lord speaks through these men
to his mission presidents to the members

when we put into
effect the thinsthings which they had counseled us to do
the mission would just move up another notch or
two notches and we would grow and develop e the
lord then magnifies the work wearewe1re engaged in and
it grows and develops and expands66expands

of

66

these first six members of the quorum of the

twelve who visited south america between 1945195 and 1960

three of them later became presidents of the church and

two others were called as counselors in the first presi-
dency it was a great blessing to have men leading the
church who had firsthandfirst knowledgehand of south america

sorenson interview p 70
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chapter 5

THETHS ROOTS SINK DEEP

proselyting in south america did not always follow

the traditional pattern of door to door actingtradingtr to find

contacts A variety of approaches was employed to attract
the interest of the people to the gospel message and

negate the effects of antlanti 1mormon publicity in argentina
two elders were called to form a book of mormon lecture
team that traveled throughout thetha country giving both

secular and religiously oriented slide presentations
on the book of mormon at othrmothr times the work was

introduced by presentiapresentingpresentin fifteen minute programsorogramsdrograinsoroDro overbramsgramsgrains

public address systems usingus bookng of mormon themes and

playing tabernacle choir recordsrecordsorecordrecore
in brazil valley of triumph andil crimson

cliffs films about utah were shown to create interest
in the church and its beliefsbelief 2 handbillsHand werebills used in

other areas of brazil to advertizeadvertiseadvert publicize meetingsree thesethetings
emphasized

se

questions that many non members had such as

january 1516 1949 also february 16 1949

manuscript history of the brazilian mission
january 1 1953
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who are the mormonscormonsMor havemons you wondered when was
christ here in the americas what is the book of
mormon whatghat is the history of the ancient american
indian why are you here on the earth where did you
come from where will you go after leaving thislife3lifet3lifes

in argentina a puppet show was used successfully
to create interest it was shown in five cities to over

1800 investigators most of whom were children many of

these children began attending primary which was also
frequently used as a missionary tool one mission presi-
dent commented on its successuccess

primary is one of the bestbast missionary tools we hava
in this country A number of fine young people now
taking prominent part in the mission were brought
into the church through this organization and
many parents have been converted to the church
through the activities of their children in
Primaryprimary5

street meetings were found to babe effective in some

areas especially in towns where there was a main plaza

or square duringdurin the summer these squares were always

full of people in brazil the street meetings usually
began with one elder speaking while the others were out

in the crowd making contacts and distributingtributingdilsdiksdiug literature

manuscript history of the brazilian south
missionM ssionassion january 1960

the iniprovement era LIll11 januaryJanu 1948arys 48

manuscript history of the argentine mission
february 23 1952
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olnoll011ell021officialsficialsficialafici theyalsais often9 sang at service clubs

6asael6asaqlhasael T soranson oral interview july 12 1972
salt lake city p 59

soronson interviewintarview p 7

manuscript history of the brazilian mission
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two future stake presidents and one bishop were converted

as the result of one of these brazilian street meetings

they all three were ministers and converted many of the
members of their congregationscon 06re

the
cac3 ationsactions

elders
C

generally
3

tried to visit mayors and

other city officials especially when opening new areas
of the work they would explain what they werewer doing

and explain about the church this eliminated prejudice
suspicion and worry in the minds of city officials and

most of them were favorably impressed with the young

missionaries 7 one set of elders in londrinalondrinoLon brazildrina got

a cool reception however from the mayor when they turned
down a cup of coffeecoffececoffele they explained the word of wisdom

to him but he felt if this rule became widespread it
could have a very damagingdamadame effecting on the areas coffee
industry 8

mormontormonI musicalmusimusl groups did much to help the south

americansnericans learn about the church some of these groups

became quite popular and performed on radio and television
and even before national presidents and other high

government

february 27 1956

9manuscript91114anuscript history of the uruguayan mission
march 27 1951
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hospitals and schools generally they were made up of

missionaries who tried to combine a gospel message with

their music occasionally after missionaries appear-

ances

i

people would express interest in learning more

about the church but the pricipalprincipalpri effectcipal of these enter-
tainment programs was to aid the actingtradingtr missionary as

he knockedmocked on the doors of non members who now had at
least heard of the mormonscormonsMor

in

mons

1951 the argentine mission organized a

chorus of fifty five voices after several appearances

throughout the country they were invited to sing on radio

for half an hour on christmaschristmaschristGhrist evemas prior to the national
presidentspresipresl annualdentis holiday address to the nation this
chorus included not only missionaries but members and

also some non members among whom several baptisms

resulted the choir director ronald V stone commented

on every occasion the group was surprised at the
music that was rendered the lord will continue
in the future to guide us if we can keepkeapkeenksen the
correct spirit and play and sing for the furthering
of the lords work here in the earth this is the
key to making the most beautiful music in the
wortellwortdll

these choruses were so popular with the non

members that when presidentiesident mckay visited south america

in 1954 john candeau a leading south american newspaper

manuscript history of the argentine mission
december 1951

1manuscript1 historyManuscript of the argentine mission
december 1951 elder stone later became president of the
arentinaargentina north mission
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editor told him

one thing I1 know is that your people sing very well
and not just religious songs ive heard the programs
and choral presentations on radio and thay are very
finefina many people would like to be mormonscormons only from
having heard your choruses sing12

just as music helped advance proselyting so did
mormon sports church sponsored sports clubs were active
in uruguay and argentina especially and participated in and

sponsored athletic competition 1 the members raised funds

and built facilities for their club deseret or mormon club

the mormon missionary basketball and baseball
teams often became nationally famous in 1956 thetha
uruguayanuru missionaymissionarymissiuayanauayan softballonay team won its fourth straight
national championship 1 that same year the mission

sponsored a basketball tournament and invited successful
nonmembernon teamyteamsmember from the entire country these efforts
which were greatly publicized helped give the church a

young vital image which appealed to middle class people

and tempered the natural catholiccatboliccarbolic fostered prejudice

12a theodore tuttle south america land of
prophecy and promise u the improvemantjralmprpliement LXVI may 1963 370

13manuscript13 historyManuscript of the uruguayan mission
december 12 1954

de 3 ereero t news y Cchurchh news saltaltait lake cit7
august 25 1956 pD 7

5michael15michaelfmichael5 BMichaelmichaei smurthwaite sociopoliticalsocio factorspolitical
affecting the growth of the mormon church in argentina since
1925

C
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e 1 cac1
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15
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14e5eret city
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11 unpublished masters thesis brigham young univer-
sity 1968 p 441968v
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at the same time it exposed many non members to the

teachings of the church for tracts were generally passed

out at half time while mormon music groups entertained
leading newspapers carried headline articles on the games 5

and often the games would be broadcast over the national
radio network 1016 sometimes as many as 2000 people

attended the games 7 in addition to the good publicity
fine contacts were often made among members of the
opposing teams

on one occasion in argentina the elders were

invited to stage a program and a basketball game in the

luxurious gymnasium of the club ginnaclagirnGinnglnn yacLanacia esfirimaEsfir ofimalma

buenos aires the largest athletic club in south america
1 0

which was celebratingcele thebraCing anniversary of its founding 1

th JDS chorus was very veilwellwaiiwaliwail received by the crowd they

sang threethroe numbers at half timetisnetire eldereldareiderelgereiger leland wakefield

thrilled the audience with several numbers on the
piano and later in the dining room he was againa

requested

oain

to perform and was encored several times the
purpose of mormonlormTorm missionarylonron work was announced at various

manucript
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times over the public address system by the announcer

and the church was put in a favorable light 4

thus mormon sports teams combined with LDS

music roupsgroupscoups played before thousands of people in
9020exhibition tournament and benefit games the teams

did not win all of their games for according to the

record one argentine missionary team gained more friends
than points 1 uruguayan mission president fredrick
S williamsilliamsTW felt that more friends were made when they

lost than when they won anyway

in 1955 the BYU basketball team visited brazil
and played various clubs making a favorable impression

among the people it was reported a strange thing to see

a wholewhoie group of young men at public dinners partaking of
9922neithernaither coffee nor tea nor tobacco nor alcoholic drinks

at half timetinnetine during each of their games a missionary spoke

to the crowd assembled explainingexT thelaining mormon way of liflife
when the university of utah basketball team

1 manuscript history of the argentine mission
november 11 1947

deseret news church news la it lake city7
january 3 1948 also manuscript history of the argentine
mission

argentine mission
may 5 1950

22tuttle22 eaglagnaTuttle p 373
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visited brazil though not church sponsored they created
good publicity for the church as they were mostly

latter

these classes
we re often a very effective proselyting tool especially
inill reaching upper middle class and professional people

the Andarsonanderson plan for teaching the gospel was

generally followed in these missionswhichsionsmissions waswhich an organized

plan for instruction consisting of several lessons
on basic church doctrineswhichdoctrines leadwhich toward membership in

23manuscript history of the brazilian mission
november 9 1949
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23 Manuscript

day saints the brazilian mission president after-
ward reported concerning the teams visit that from the

churchschurche aspect this is one of the greatest things to
happen to bring the church to the mind of countless

braziliansbraziliansBrazi 23lians these sports events did much to make

the church better known and put it in a more positive
light

another technique used by the elders totro further
the work in south america was to teach english classes
and give cultural lectures turdineturning their north american

background to advantage the church and its teachings

found a way into these presentations and often the group

became more interested in religion than language one

class in uruguay eventually told the elders makeimakemakaimade up your

mind whether you want to teach religion or english letlotiet
us knoknow we are not interested in english

mi

Novemberembar

afre

the
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the church 2 the members were encouraged to do their
part in the missionary effort and to seek referrals
the argentine mission presidencypresipresl indemcy a letter dated january
4 1951 urged all members to take personal re3ponsibilityresponsibility
to help at least one person reach conversion during the
year elder henry D moylemosaicmoyie had also counseled the south

american saints to convert one person a year 3

member proselyting programs were developed and

many local members were called to serve a type of stake
mission in la plate argentina six local missionaries
ware called and within four months had traded more than
one hundred hours and attended one hundred cottage

meetingsmeemea the26tings members helped the missionary effort
also by assumingassi manyamingrming branch positions which left the

elderseldersalderseiderseiders with more time to contact people and preach the
gospel

one of the deterentsdeferentsdete torents proselyting in south

america was found to be thetha absence of a large middle

class in that society eldereidareidan stephen L richards recog-

nized this fact when he reportedreport inad general conference in

manuscript historvhistory of the argentine miss ionlon u

december 8 1949

25manuscript25 historyManuscript of the argentine mission
june 1956 also january 4 1951

26manuscript26 historyManuscript of the argentine mission
march 22 1949
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1948

everywhere there is conspicuously lacking thatstrong middle class which is the back bone of our
own and other progressive countries it takes
humility and intelligence to understand and receive
the restored gospel the aristocracy lack the
humility and the doorpoor and destitute often lack
in good measure the intelligence 27

thus the elders were encouraged to work with the

educated people and those in vital places whose influence
could aid them in spreading the gospel 2 they were

instructed to labor particularly with men and families

elder richards continued

I1 thought I1 could see in mhdthd disposition customs
and practices of these south americans some of the
reasons which have impeded gospel work among them
they are suspicious and distrustful all this
has a bearing on our missionary work homes are not
easily accessible we do no country work
our missionaries visit no farm homes so productive
of investigators and converts in other countries30

missionary work was centered in the cities where

branches of the church were already established and where

transportation and communication were less of a problemoroDro

the

blembiem

proselytingdroselyting approach was positive mission-

aries refrained from all attack on the prevailing church

27stedhen27steph&n L richards conference report october
1948 p 146

28anuscript28manuscript28 historyManuscript of the argentine mission
july 10 1950

manuscript history of the argentine mission
may 4 1947

richards conference report p 146
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and instead used imaginative proselyting methods to bring

in a steady flow of converts and attract attention which

planted seeds that would ridenripenriven in future growth the

last fiveivefloeioeloe years of the fifties saw just the beginning of

the growth that would soon take place in south america

in argentina baptismsbaotismsbantismsbanti persms year increased 600 percent

during this period and in brazil where there had never

been over one hundred baptisms in a single year until
1955 1400 converts were made in 1960 the uruguayan

mission baptized 750 in 1960 31

As the numbers of members and missions in south

america grew local members wereware given more and more of

the responsibilities of leadershidleadershioleadershipleaderleaders thehiDshio constant transfer
of missionary personnel had always beenheen a problem in the

oo00
branches where the elders were in leadership positions

the general attitude of most of the mission presidents was

we were quite sure that the worst member president would

in the long run be better than the best missionary prespros
3ident in time with well organized mission auxiliariesauxillia

31mission31

riesrlesrieg

mission annual reports
mission membership statistics and

officers 19451960 in church historians office salt
lake city utah

32harold32 brownHarold oral interview october 4 1973
salt lake city typescript p 3818

illiamwilliam

1

grant bangerterbangetorbangeterBangBan oralenoretorenergeter interview october
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and functioning district leadership the local branch

officials obtained help and were able to carry on quite
successfully with the publication of administrative
manuals guidance was given that answered many common

problems of the fledging leaders there had never been

a lack of willingness on the members part to serve but

only a lack of experience and the proper tools to work

with 34

district conferences began to place greater
emphasis on organization and branch work rather than gospel

doctrine 35 with local leadership established the

church improved its image and became less of a north
american product native members benefittedbene fromfitted the
opportunities for service teaching and leadership
jeidereldereider spencer UW kimball in 195939593.9591.9591959 had instructed the missionmiss

presidents

3

in

on

south america that the task of the missions
was to develop districts to thethath pointa where they could be

3630
organized into stakes there seemed to develop a trend

toward calling mission presidents who had experience

serving in stake presidenciespresiden socies as to facilitate this
0737preparation progressprogrefor

mission

stakehoodstatehoodstake

annual

inhood

reportrenortlenort
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was made in this direction in various ways

A directing council was formed in thetha argentine

mission composed of twelve men much likolikeilke a high council

they helped bring about betterbettorbettar coordination among the

auxilliariesauxillia theries priesthood and the mission presidency

in the andes mission a mission elders quorum was

organizedorc localanizedanizel members wereverevece called as counselors

in some mission presidenciespresiden andcies the missions began

sending out their own full time missionaries in uruguay

thirty nine members were called for six months and set
apart as part time missionaries to dedicate several hours

each week to their calling at the end of their six
nn

months 90 percent of them requested to serve longer

these missionaries seemed to be especially effective be-

cause they had no cultural or language barriers with their
contacts investigators often found it easier to identify
with one of their own countrymen who had beenbaen converted

fromfron the predominant latin religion
A type of welfare program was developed to some

extent among the missions on a farm in rocha uruguay

the membersmalnmain builtbersbars a chicken coop dubdug a well planted
900 trees and built a house for a caretaker the

welfare program was emphasized greatly in brazil

manuscript history of the uruguayan mission
november 28 1951

mission annual report uruguay 1951
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especially during the administration of president rulon
S howells many food storage items were sold at the

braziliambraziliarBraz missioniliam home and homemade bread was occasionally
used as an attention getter in actingtradingtr as the elders
would explain some of the elements of the LDS welfare
program

during this period the church began reaping the

benefits of the solidarity and experience of second

generation mormonscormonsMor thesemons members were the futurefutura stake

presidents bishops and regional representatives of the

twelve during this period their roots began to sink
deep into all the aspects of the church program all of

this helped move the mission districts toward stake
hood as had been counselledcounsellercoun byselled elder kimball

the church building program in south america was

not really initiated until the 1960 although a few

chapels had been built part of the reason for the

hesitancy in chapel building was the unpreparedness and

backwardness and politicalooliticaltoliticalooliticToli unresttical of these nations which

made it impossible to expand and invest and make permanent

commitments nj42 most of the places in which the saints

Rulorulon S howells oralorai interview january 18
1973 salt lake city typescript Dv 58 howells had been
the first mission president in brazil in 1935

sorenson interview p 45
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met were not owned by the church 3 when elder stephen

L richards visited he encouraged the mission presidents

to improve thairtheir rented buildings suitable halls could

be built for recreation and conferences and eventually
chapels could be constructed the building of chapels

elder richards said would depend upon the progress of the
work

some success was achievedforachieved sixfor years later
president david 0 mckay gave permission to the south

american leaders to purchase chadelchapelcha sitesoelaeloei in all cities
where the number of members warranted it t3 the first
chapel and recreation hall built by the church was in

montivideomontevideoMonti uruguayvideo president mckay laid the corner-

stone for the building on january 30 1954 he said

this is a historic occas4occasionoccaso judging from other
missions we have visited you are in a good mission
you are in a great country what a marvelous
demonstration of the missionary work in this mission
that has been opened only six years46years6yearsyearse

all
646

three members of the first presidency had been in

mission annual report brazil 1948 theme
missionaries shared in paying the rent on these branch
buildings since they used them as living quarters

mission annual report brazil february 27
1948

history of the brazilian mission
january 20 1954

6Tuttletuttie eafradradla p 369
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montivideomontivideamontevideoMonti Jvideovidea reuben clarkdark jr having been there in

1933 to attend a foreign ministers conference at the

request of president franklin D roosevelt

azjzjanuarynanuary

the next year the chapel was dedicated by elder
mark E pecersenpetersen it was not the firstirstarst chapel built
by the church in south america however one in joinville
brazil and another in laneirsneirslaneiroLa a suburb of buenos aires
argentina had been erected earlierarlieret though neither had

included a recreation hall
this building of chapels had a very beneficial

effect upon the members especially the poornoor who were not

too progressive theythay dressed better for meetings showed

more culture in their behavior and made an effort to

improve their homes

ernest young interview january 8 1975
provo utah

manuscript history of the argentine mission
february 6 1952

3 manuscript history of the uruguayan mission
november 28 1951 also manuscript history of the
argentine mission june 30 1954

47
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49 thetha members devoted much time

in helping in the construction of the buildings but

because of theatheircheirchea economic circumstances the saints there
werowere generally required to pay only 10 percent of construct-
ion costs

stephen L richards vistedaisted in 1948 and david
0 mckay in 1954
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mission and district conferences of members were

especially enjoyed as an opportunity to mingle and renew

friendships the members were able to catch a vision of

the magnitude of the work of the church to whichkiich they
belonged conference time often lasted three days and

included a variety of activities in addition to the

inspirational conference sessions there were youth

meetings dances sports events and tournaments variety
shows auxiliaryaux meetingsmeemeaillary priesthoodtings meetings baptismal

services banquets officers and teachers meetings and

plays such activities gave the members of the small

isolated branches the opportunity to see that the church was

much larger than the four walls of their chapel
many non members were attracted to the activities

hobehugehodehulgahulbe crowds of 600 and 700 often attended the dances

and aamesgamessames leaders ware cautioned however that they

should11should always be sure that the effort and cost do not
fofexceed

o
the benefitsbetiebariebatie tofits be obtained the conventions

were greatly anticipated events which united the members

and built their faith in the gospel eventually they

were discontinued though mainly because of the expense

involved

5ldeseret51deseret51 newsDeseret church news salt lake city7cit7
march11 17 TW

spancer W kimball manuscript history of the
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the missionaries generally assisted in planning

and carrying forth thasethese conventions though the mission

presidents were counseled by spencer W kimball that if
the sacrifice of missionary time and effort becomes too

COgreat the project is not worth the cost there were

many joyous reunions as missionaries renewed acquaintances

with converts they had taught and members with whom they

had labored these ware sometimes sad occasions as well

because it was difficult to say goodbyegood tobye the elders
who brought the gospel to them because they feel it is the

last time theythoy will ever see them in this life

march 17 1959

manuscript history of the uruguayan mission
march 27 1951

53

lasttimethey 0 54unfkunfortun

DE seret messengerliesTIes begansenger in 1937 as a missionary new-

sletter when it expanded to include the uruguayan mission

in 1947 it had become a more impressiveimoressive publication which

included translatedtrans articlesslated from the improvement eragrafraeca

the relief jacketysqcjletyjaciety majgazzne the childrenjsrenas fr1endfriendfreend and

the instructor it also carried addresses from general

conference and excerpts from books written by general

authorities local news from the missions was included

manuscript history of the argentine mission

R aef S childrens andua lne
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f domrom
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unfortun-

ately this was most often the case

mission magazines in argentina and brazil helped

to unite the members and also served as proselyting

tools the argentine missionmissions el mensajeromonsaeromonsaertMensMons deseretaero
the deseret
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with articles and editorials by the two mission presidents
campaignscampal wecewecawens carrieda on periodicallyperiodicallperiodicals to boost the cir-
culation of the lagainemagainema

in

gaine

1955lor 1 menajeromengaeronajeroMemensMeng deseretaero was replaced by a

magazine published in salt lake city for all of the
spanish speaking missions it was known as the liahona
and had been published for somesorne years in the mexican11exican

missions it was now adopted by all of the spanish

speaking missions the liglhona was edited by gordon B

hinckley of the churchschurche mission committee and

eduardo balderas the church spanish translation expert

the magazine was printed in mexico and served the mexican

central americanandAmeric spanishanand american missions in addition
to the argentina and uruguayan miss ionslons

the liahona followed the same lines as el men

saierosalerogaiero deseretdesert with an editorial by president mckay

and features fromfroin the improvement era includinganswers

to gospel questions by joseph fielding smith there
were reports on the progress of the missions with picturespicture
of their various activities and leaders included were

flannel board stories and cutoutscut poetryouts from spanish

members and usually an editorial reprinted from the

church news

55 el mensaierpmensaieroMensa deseretderoiero buenos aires7airejs7airest various
issues between 1945 and 1955

liahona mexico city7 various issues between
1955 and 16
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some church books were serialized in the liahona
in previous years the members of the church had been

under the necessity of circulatingcirulatingciru typedlating or handwritten
copies of translated books and articles and though there
was still a dearth of translated church books the mag-

azine helped alleviate the problem to a great degree J

the braziliansBrazi hadlians even fewer translated church books

than the spanish saints elder mark E petersen reported

in 1955 that they had little supportingportingsudsuo literature for
thetha standard works fl the doctrine and covenants and the
pearl of great price had beenbeell published in portuguese

in 1950 and 1952 respectiverespectively but the mission needed moremoiemolemolmoi

literature

e

even though they had a monthly magazine

entitled A liahona
cc it followed the same format as

the spanish liahona A liahonaleahona had been preceded by a

monthly entitled gaviotagariotaGa meaningviota seagull this new-

sletter was printed in both portuguese and german since

a great many of the early south american converts were

german immigrants during and after world war 11II however

the use of germangeman was prohibited in brazil

1955

conferencenee report october 1946 ppap 697069
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many of the needs for church literature by the

saints in south america were fulfilled by the church

magazines but it was the desire of the church leaders to
make available more reading and teaching material it
was felt that this would help the south americans feel
closer to the general church leadership receive the

benefit of their counsel and learn the gospel better

awtericarlsfeel
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bringing the gospel to south america many

problems were encountered that had little to do with

religion most were a result of the lack of advancement

among latin american nations and their governments this
was especially true of communications mail was often

slow in coming lost en route torn open and occasionally
during revolutions or when post office workerswort wentcers on

strike it was burned 1

it was not unusual to have to wait two or three
years to have a telephone installed and then the service

n
was poor and calls often did not go through communic-

ations between the united states and south america were

so poor that when president georgeceorge albert smith died

in 1951 president williams of the uruguayan mission did

not learn of it until four days laterlatee when he read of it
Q

in an english newspaper sent from buenos aires

lw ernest young oral interview february 23
1973 salt lake city typescript p 103
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many services taken for granted in north america

were difficult to obtain and often poorly rendered

mission president harold brown in argentina tried for over

a year to get a repairman to fix the mission home furnace

or install a new one finally he fixed it himself 44

bringing an automobile into the country was a

long drawn out process involving one or two years of red

tape and waiting plus payment of customs taxes and

storage the same was true of household appliances and

furniture when the first uruguayan mission president
moved to south america in 1947 his family spent six
months camping out pending the arrival of their goods

and their clearing customs packages from the united

statesspatesscates sent to missionaries were a problem because of the

timetine and expense involved in getting them out of customs

the duty often exceeded the valtievaluemalae of the package

the red tape involved in coming into the countries
was also hard to endure in 1948 stephen L richards

arrived in buenos aires at 700goo900 in the morning but it was

2 pm before he got through customs passport inspection

manuscript history of the argentine mission
july 25 1950

manuscript history of the uruguayan mission
november 28 1951

manuscript history of the uruguayan mission
january 1948
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youns7youngayoung

I1 did notilot realizealizeri fully what that
meant until I1 became better acquainted with latin
america and oh how I1 needed patiencelpatiencepatiencespati I1encel have now
come from the land of tomorrow I1 hope with
more patiencedatiencepatiance because every time I1 tried ftpjtp get
anybody to do anything they said amanhaamanda tomorrof7

1081108

baggage check and medical review

ildotido

911gli

he remarked every-

body takes his time about doing things the government and

its agencies especially the sooner you learn this the

happier you are iio110

after william 14 seegmiller was released as presi-
dent of the brazilian mission inirilri 1945 he reported in
general conference

when I1 was set apart for my mission president
clarclarkciar saidsaldsaidt now brother seegmiller cultivate
patience and in a few mentsmomentstoments he said again

do not forget to be patient 11 andpaidpaad after a line
or two he said please remember brother seegmiller
with all your kindly disposition you must cultivate
patience

the rigid time consuming application of

multitudinous regulations became especially exasperating

in a tragic circumstance that occurred in march 1952

elder lor in hancockserving in chabutchubut an outlying area

of argentina was burned severely when a kitchen gas

tank exploded ileheflefie was taken to a doctor to have his

young interview january 8 1975

stephen8stephenestephen L richards conference reportsreport october
1948 ppe 146151146
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wounds dressed and later to a small hospital thirty
miles distant this facility was inadequate so the

doctors and elders decided to fly him to buenos aires
the elders had no success in getting elder hancock

on the only plane out of toontowntounitooa because none of the passengers

would give up their seats theibe mission president in

buenos aires sent an air taxitax for him which departed late
had weather trouble and was unable to land in the small

town too much time had been lost and the injured elder
passed away before the plane finally arrived

sadly his companions took the body on board the

plane forrorlornor the return flight to buenos aires again there
was trouble as the plane was unable to take off from the

small town about half way to buenos aires the elders
decided to try to have the body embalmedembalmembalmer there but

discovered that an embalmincembalming had never been performed

in the village generally in argentina bodies are buried

within twenty four hours after death so no embalming is
donedona two doctors who had had some experience embalming

attempted to embalm the body as best they could

the next day after further delay routeenrouteen the

plane reached buenos airesairescalresairest the body was taken to the

lharoldcharoldIOHlHloh browniroldaroldaroid to mrI andir mrs lester hancock
april 2 1952 argentina mission box
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british hospitalhospitals where it was kept though at some legal
risk to the hospital fortunately there was an elder
serving in the mission who was an expert mortician and

finding the embalming job poorly done was able to save the

situation
the mission president harold brown initiated the

legal negotiations necessary to send the elders body

home only to find that the authorities in buenos aires
would not accept the signature of the local officials in

chubutchabut who had signed papers on the elderelderseidereiders death and

removal from that place this discovery led to a mad

entaglemententanglemententa ofglement red tape with communications back and

forth to chabutchubut after a delay of almost two weeks elder
hancocks body was finally flown home to the united

statesirstatesi2states12scatesStates
A

12

tragic situation such as this made it hard not

to have bitter feelings although the mission president
explained in a letter to the elderelderseidereiders parents that
insofar as saving his lifelitreilfe was concerned they did every

13thing there whichvanichbanich could have been done anywhere

the missionaries were told that they should not

look down on the people because of their slowness and

inefficiency and they had been counselledcounsellercoun byselled president

manuscript history of the argentine mission
february 23 1958

harold brown to mr and mrs lester hancock
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13harold
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david 0 mckay not to find fault with the government or

customs

interfinterierred

cac3

and to speak well of the country 1

some of the religious customs and manners of the
people made the work of the missionaries difficult and

interferred with its progress on holy days the workers

and children were obliged to march in the national
parades and thus had to missmilss theirthair owncunouncu churchn meetings 1

during national elections which were usually heidheldhald on

sundays no church meetings were allowed meetings were

impossible during revolutions and political upheavals and

hard to hold during the traditionally wild carnival
week

some of the saints lived in extremely simplesimpie and

even primitive conditions in the rustic interior settle-
ment of isiaisla patruna uruguay the mission president

visitecvisited to attend a baptismal service A dead cow had to
be removed from the stream before the converts could be

immersed and with great consternation one of the visitors
noticed two deadly snakes in the grass near the place of

baptismbant 1016ism several south americanAinealne churchchuricenrican membersch lived
on the very frontiers of their countries

14manuscript1manuscript14 historyManuscript of the argentine mission
february 3 1954
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all of the annoyances in communication services
transportation and living conditions were frustrating to

those striving to carry on the work of the lord but in

spite of this the church continued to roll forward

rapidly
annoyance of a different kind was experienced when

the predominant south american church sought to thwart

the program of the elders eldereider harold B leeleaieaiee told a

roupgroup of the brazilian elderseiders that persecution is an

evidenceevid ofencaenco a threat to satanssatantssabans powerpover 17 this threat was

medmetiet in various ways by the groups who sought to hinder the

advancement of thetha churchchurchychurche

A catholic magazine in belo Horizonhorizonte brazil
for example carried the following in its april 1956

edition

itD is with great heavinesshaa thatviness every hour we receive
news of a sect of fanatics that installed themselves
a short time ago in the center of our parish and
though they attemptatrempt with their religious extravagance
to establish a new church I1 supplicate the virgin
of the good journey that she confound and remove these
haughty fanatics that comecc distillingme the venom
of this heresy in tha middle of our tranquil parish

17fiary of william grant bangerterbangeterBangeter september
18 1959 bangerterbangeterBan wasgeter president of the brazilian mission
and laterlteriter became a general authority james E faust
another general authority had been a missionary in brazil
also

18manuscript18anuscript18 historyManuscript of the brazilian mission
may 10 1956

n

annoy ances

it

L pt

18

17 fiary will am

p-rogram

te



il113 3

pulpuipitpil

aheehe

cac3

such vitriolic attacks from catholic church leaders
came because of resentment they felt against the introduct-
ion of mormon missionaries into their tranquil parrish
throughout cheihethe years thay wrote and preached words of

warning to their congregations the people were constantly

cautioned in church magazines in sermons from the pilpilpulpitpulpil
in house to house canvasses radio broadcasts and even in

public address announcements the message was occasionally

graphic and specific loud speakers from the catholic
churchC in recife brazil announced

all know who they are one tall with glasses and
one with a dark suit it is said chatthat they are well
educated have good manners and speak portuguese
clearly and effectively having a malcmagic influence
on those who hear we hope that these two boys
exit from our neighborhood as soon as possible 19

another catholic parrish bulletin published this
article belittling the sacrifice of mormon elders and

their worlworkwocl

the church of jesus christ of latter

11

warn3di

clearlY C

t ose
91

ffinancialinancialfinancialin enterpriseancial than a relighreligionrelig4 men of
adventurous age leave for missions not in placeplaces
of uncivilized savages but in the breetgretgreatbretgrebrebce citiest
it is an easy heroism to leave the united states and
spend two or three years in brazil argentina or
francerr becomingbacolbazolnce acquaintedang with new countries and
new customscustoaicustori always locating in cities with at
least some comfort they make love suggestingsuggestinc to

manuscript history of the brazilian mission 11
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day saints
placed itself more in the united states as a

ma ic

c

sava es
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the catholic vicar had written this under the headline

free Us lord from the heresiesHeresies
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many unsuspecting young girls the possibilitypossibilit of
marriage to others they provide scholarship for
study in the most beautiful place on earth the
valley of the mormonscormons in north america 20

though smaller in number even the protestants
on occasion demeaned the church and its missionaries one

protestant bulletin reported thetha foilfollowingsfollowingifollowowingsowingiingi

unlike true missionaries who sweat and slave in thejungles among the pagans expending the best years
of their liveslivasilves under caustic suns through dangerous
rivers and forest without food and sleep enduring
at least a thousand difficulties in carrying the
bread of life to hungry souls they gather from
anothersothersan field coming in sheepscheeps clothes playing
a word game with the bible and putting prophet
smiths book above the word of god joseph smith
wasvasveswes a descendant of beggars and epileptics instead
of teachingachinsachingte the gospel directly as did jesus
christ they lull the people in with english classes
and dances after their religious services in
summaryummaryemmary they teach the rejection of the bible as
the only law of faith andaridarld practice baptism for chathatheche
dead theyiney sanction polygamyDolydoiynoly andgamy affirm that certain
gifts are still in forceforces thanthat ceased with the
termination of the apostolic era21

it is perhaps understandable that the catholic
clergy would be upset at this instrusiontrusionins of foreign

elders especially as they sawsatir their people baingbeingbeabe3 con-

verted

ng

to this new religion in paraguay the catholic
priests forbade their people to accept mormon tracts or

talk to the missionaries or even to walk in front of the

elders on the sidewalk they were of course forbidden

manuscript history of the brazilian mission
september 11 1955

manuscript history of the brazilian mission
july 22 1955
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ajoljo seph smith I1 sas7
hallucinathallucinate ionslons

in lajes brazil where a

mormon conference was publicly advertised this warning

appeared in a catholic newspaper written by the diocese

secretariat of the faith
we remind once again all faithful catholics thatundeunderunda no pretext is it proper for you to be

present in meetings where heresiesher areesies propagated
he who directs himself to a meeting where open
or clever heresiesher areesies propagated even if only for
the sake of curiosity commits just as craveagravegravea a sin
there are three reasons that prohibit the merely
passive attendance at the conference of hereticheretics
first the dancylerdangerdanczler of perverting yourself second
cooperation in the propagation of heresiesher toesies
attend the meetingineirelre ofeting heretics is equal in thathe eyes
of thathechecha public to giving your consent to the errors
they disseminate also the presence of all those
attending serves to encourage the heretics in their
work of disseminating heresiesher anyesies cooperation
in wickedness is always sinful third scandalizing
of your neighbor by scandal is meant the induction
of others to sin those who show up at the meeting
scheduled by the LDS or mormonscormons arent worthy
of tha name catholic23cattiolic23Catholic

worn

23

out anti mormon propaganda was used as

leaders of the prevailing church attempted to discredit
what was to them an evil institution bent on taking their
congregations away and perverting the minds of their
people they asserted that solomon mack grandfather of the
prophet was sickly and

his joseph snith7snithySnithsmith father7 created sorceriessor andceries
his mothernotheriothertotherlother was subject to hallucinacionshallucinations hearing
supernatural voices and seeing luminous faces

22manuscript22hanuscript22 historyManuscript of the uruguayan mission
april 30 195019509

manuscript23manuscridt history of the brazilian south
mission 1 february 13 1960
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joseph smith would have for certain inherited
something their prophet leader was hanged for
having been accused of rebellion against the
state 24

mission president william grant bangerterbangeterBan commentedcommentgeter

while

edyedl

I1 was mission president a few of these things
carnecarrecame to lihtlight and our instruction generally was
that the missionaries should take these articles
and search out the man who was responsible and
speak to him frankly and say we dont particularly
enjoy your publishing things against the church but
we want to tell you that if you persist in it and
desire to do it youreyoubeyoub at liberty to go right ahead
because it really helpsheins us more than it hurts us 2

this was invariablyinvariabi the case

in order to combat the introduction of mormonism

catholic action groups came alive with some success

weekly LDS radio programs were being broadcast in the

argentine city of rosario but after a barrage of lottersletterslotterlottor
from a catholic action group the government radio station
informed the elders that they would not be able to continue

their programs in the future an elders quartet which

had sung forty five times on the radio suffered the same

fate in mendoza argentina the tabernacle choir

broadcasts were heard until the government ordered that
no non catholic religious organizations could transmit

manuscript history of the brazilian mission 11

june 16 1954

illiamwilliam grant bangerterbangeterBan interviewgeter october 8
1974 salt lake city typescript p 4
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mosmost south americans were not

active in the catholic church buitbutbult it was so much a part

of their national life that it was considered unpatriotic
on

to join another church

peopdeop

117

on the air an active catholic group on cordoba the
rome of argentina put up a quonset hut near the branch

building where a successful primary was being held then

they canvassed the neighborhood and presented an attractive
program the day of primary they organized the neighbor-

hood mothers into a group to raise funds to make the hut

permanentperni 927anent after catholic priests staged a house to

house campaign in rio cuarto argentina preaching against

the mormon meetings 2 three primaries of 140 children
were reduced to one primary of fourteen children

action groups also sponsored evening youth classesclasser
to run competition with MIA and others started english

classes much like the elders had been holding undaunted

the elders predicted that in a few weeksweelcweela all will be back

to normaldormal as it has nevarnevernavarnazarnazer benbeen long after such affairs
that the people forget

church meetings were sometimes stopped by the

27manuscript271114anuscript27 historyManuscript of the argentine mission
october 22 1948

28manuscript28 historyManuscript of the argentine mission
june 30 1.94819481948

manuscript history of the argentine mission
june 30 1948

30harold30 brownHarold oral interview october 4 1973 y
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sociboci

in one

instance in uruguay liehelleile said the catholics accused the

elders of having communist leanings A radio station
manager who was a friend of the elders became outraged

for the next five days he gave free publicity on the

radio to the elders and theirtheil upcomingupLIPtip MIAcomingcominb opening social
he broadcastsbroad

these
casti

two young menman ara here on a religious mission
teaching religious truths both defended the freed-
om of the world in the last war each uruguayan
should go and hear what theythay have to say next
saturday they are having the opening social for their
mutual organization you fathers and mothers
should let your young people attend thisthithl meetings
better still go and take them with you

may 23 1949

manuscript history of the uruguayanuru missionauayanuayan
august 27 1949

33manuscript331manuscript33331 historyManuscript of the uruguayan mission
february 1948
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fifty five people attended the meeting in the small hall
with many more outside trying to get in

01
manuscript history of the argentine mission

32

11811.8118

police on trumped up charges obviously the work of the
31catholic church sometimes the subtle catholic perse-

cution had a reverse effect and actually provided an

impetus to the work mission president fredrick S williams

in uruguay wrote the first presidency a long letter in

1948 describing thetha catholic persecutionparse andcution how it
actually helped their work he said we have noticed that
in every town where the catholic church has actively worked

9against us WQwe have had the most success
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ibenwhenimen brazilian mission president A T sorenson

was asked if he thought the churchschurche efforts were hindered
by negative publicity and articles he replied this
created a curious interest in the minds of a lot of people

so that they wanted to come in and see what we had 34

thus many came to join the church because of propaganda

that was supposed to drive them away from it
the mormonscormons were such a tiny minority that it is

unusual that they should have received any attention at
all from the catholics one mission president counselledcounsellercoun

his
selled

missionaries
most of the catholic church dontdoni even know were

here they dont even care there are more
catholics born in san paulo everyday than well
baptize this year dont get excited about
how much they hate ys because most of them dont
even know or care

some catholic opposition was quite subtle in
argentina for example the church had trouble in obtain-
ing passports and visas for the missionaries even as early
as 1946 some government officials admitted that the
problem stemmedsterni fromi pressureed by the catholic hierarchy
and a lawyer hired by the church to work on the problem

confirmed that assumption when the secretary of foreign

34asae34asael34 LAsael T sorenson oral interview july 12
1972 salt lake city typescript p 100

35 bangerterbangeterBan interviewgeter october 8 1974 p 15
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affairs was visited by the argentine mission president in
1946 their interview was not cordial the secretary

accused the church of teaching things contrary to the
precepts of his country 3 for this reason the government

was slow to grant visas and when visas were granted they

werewarevecevede often just three or six month tourist visas and

required the elders to go ou of the country to renewreneivr them

sincesas1 thence emigration department refused renewals when

applied for within the countrycount3ry this was all very expensive

andind time consuming and slowed their work occasionally
even elders leaving the country were detained five and six
days waiting in line to get their passportpassports

in

37

september

cac5

1946 twenty nine elders were sent in

a group to argentina and were not permitted to enter

untilitillu march 1947 they spent months waiting in brazil
but due to high prices bad living conditions and the poor

health of several of thathe missionariesmiss the mission presi-
dent had them transferred to montivideomontevideoMonti uruguayvideo they

took rooms in a small hotel and set uptip a study schedule

and started havinchavinghabinc church meetings with a member family

ichael B smurthwaite sociopoliticalsocio factorspolitical
affecting the growth of the mormon church in argentina
since 1925

graduate history
paper brigham young university special collections
library p 19
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3michael
11 unpublishedunoublishedunpublished masters thesis brigham young

university 1968 p 78
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living there several of the elders were thin and
QQsuffering from stomach troubletrouble0troubietroubled

though

0

mission

38

president W ernest young made

repeated appeals to the immigration office his papers

were always conveniently misplaced 7 day after day

for over two months he spent hours in lines pushing the
papers from office to office but to no avail he blamed

the trouble on the catholic church and complained

I1 couldnt do regular missionary work I1 was fightlinfightingfightin
problems instead of doing missionary work 40 he said

that his time was not completely wasted as he was able to

do some proselyting work with the employees of the

immigration office while he stood hours in line i

for sixsim months the elders waited before finally
obtaining tourist visas the large number of elders
applying for entrance into the country had frightened the

bentineargentinegentineAx officials after that elders were sent in smaller
groups and experienced less trouble changing the word

missionary11missionary to church representative on the passports

38manuscript38anuscri38 historyManuscript of the argentine mission
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also helped the elders get processed more rapidly J

in 1953 when peronsferons government and the catholic church

were having such dissentiondissectiondis visassention started coming more

rapidly in the other missions of south america visas
were hardly a problem at all when asael T sorenson

went to brazil as mission president in 1953 he used the
samosamesama visa issued him as a young missionary entering brazil
thirteen years previously

occasionally missionaries were put in jail for
one excuse or another though the governments officially
stood for complete freedom of religion the governor of

the brazilian state of santa catarina had a very favorable

attitude toward the mormonscormons though and told president
sorenson

here a number you can call anytime day or highlnihtnighl
and well have your missionaries out immediately
we donatdontdon1t want that to happen because the brazilian
constitution gives the people religious freedom45freedom5freedomfreedoms

in

545

the spring of 1949 the argentine government

ministry of exterior relations and worship sent out an

order to all police to the effect that harold brown the

mission president had arrived in argentina

to increase the missionary activity of the mormon
church and since said church in various ways
preaches polygamy and disturbs the peace of the
great catholic family harold brown is to be

sorenson interview

sorenson interview p 69
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deprived of the right to organize meetings and
dictate conferences46conferences6conferences

there

646

were other complaints too
we were accused of selling books for profit

entering the country on tourist visas and then
working for vageswagesswagesdagess they claimed that we were
subsidized by a foreign power7power47powerpowers

the

747

accusations plainly indicated gross mis-

understandings of the church and its practices the first
resultsrasults were felt in mendoza argentina where the elders
were denied a request to hold a special meeting appearing

before the general secretary of the police department

chethe elders were told that since the church was not

nationally registered and tinderunderwader harold brownisbrown1sbroirnls direction
workediworked in a manner destructuvedestructdestructive to the catholic family 11

the mormonscormons wereware not to be given any cooperation or granted
any requests the arroyitoArroy andito cordoba argentina

branches were told they could hold no more meetings until
49thathe church was registered with the government the

qiurchcnurchchurch had been trying to have itself registered for

46manuscript46nanuscript46 historyManuscript of the argentine mission n
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mark cannon the closing and opening of mormon
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paper brigham young university specialS collectionsP libraryetcialeucial
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PresipresldantdanZdent brown wrote the american embassy pro-

testing the discrimination against the church he asked

that they clarify his right to hold meetings and find out

the reason for the delay in granting the church registra-
tion he also requested that missionary visas be granted

manuscript history of the argentine mission 11

september 3 1949

51manuscript51 historyManuscript of the argentine mission
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months but officials were dragging their feet in santa
fe argentina the police informed the elders they could

hold no more meetings at which harold brownbrowm was the

speaker when president brown later came to santa fe to
speak he was summoned to the police station and told he

would11would suffer all consequences1consequences if he went forward with

the meeting the mootingmeeting was cancelled 050

subsequent

C

to this at the buenos aires police
headquarters president brownbrowni was placed under arrest and

detainedleta forined a vague charge amounting to entering the
nilnitcountry without permission he was told that he would

be deported that night the american ambassador found out

where he was being held and had him released the argen-

tine officials said it was all a terrible mistake and gave

thethi weak excuse that they had him confused with a deserterdeser

from

tar
the jamacianmacianjamarianJa army

after the dolicepolice threatened to close down more

branches president

september 9 1949

52brown52arown interview p 31
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for periods of two and a half years J soon thereafter
an article came out in la tribunatri abuna large buenos aires
newspaper stronglystronstrop defendinggly the mormon position and

expressing indignation at the closing of some of the
54branches this and other related events applied pressure

in the right places and finally after more than a year

all meetings and activities were resumed

when answering a question about his achievements

as mission president elder brown made this response

A very significant accomplishment I1 think was
survival this situation was very precarious
and I11 literally lived with butterflies in my
stomachstoistol fornach three years and I1 think that what
we refrainedretrained from doing had more to do with our
survival than what wetwe actually did in other words
the inspiration that was sought and received was
moreinoremodelnore along the line of what to avoid I1 think
that we could have gotten outselvesourselvesoutlutseoutse closedselvesives down
as a mission many many times and so literally
speaking I1 think one of the important accomplish-
ments during that period was to survive55survive

over

55

the years the argentineargentina government vacillated
from pro catholic to almost anti catholic positions just
prior to juan perpecrecons overthrow in armentinaargentinaaroentina in 195539559553 his
government accused the catholic church of using its pul-

pits to preach against the government he put an end to

53manuscript53 historyManuscript of the argentine mission
september 27 1949

la tribuna buenos aires7airea7airest december 21 1949
located in manuscript historyhisto ofcy the argentine mission
1949

brown interview p 47 browns wife was the
niece of fredrick S williams former argentine mission
president
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the compulsory teaching of catholicism in the public

schools allowed divorce stopped the government subsidy

paid to the catholic clergy and schools and passed a

decree allowing all religions the same rights as the

catholics in administering to their members in hospitals
prisons etc there was a definite effort by the
government to establish complete equality of religion
the congress even passed a bill to call a constitutional
assembly to amend the constitution and desestablishestablishdisestablishdes the
roman catholic church from its position as the official
religion of the state all of these moves seemed to
aid the missionary in his endeavor to get into the homes

and present the gospel massageemessageemes itsageesae was also during this
period that president mckay had his very cordial visit
with argentine president peron

these developments were quite a favorable although

only temporary turnabout for the church which usually

suffered during times of political unrest with the elders
not being able to proselyte and often suffering for lack of

communicationsmlunicationscom telephones and transportation more

oftenoften than not forth americans erewere blamed as being at

56lee valentine to lee richards march 30 1955
argentine mission box 1 church historians office
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the bottom of political troubles which put the elders
in a less favorable position sometimes they were forced

to stay in their apartments and cancel meetings because

of possible danger to them from radical political
e lemenlemon cs the people generally were undisturbed though

bybv political turmoil in brazil there was a

eglingeelingslingfeefec that it didnt matter much what the governmentgovarnment
did the people didnt seem to adjust their lives
vitally to changes in the government As far
as their interest in thathothe missionaries and in the
message of the gospel we had a very evenevan time of
it58

the members of the church usually were involved

very little in these political events though they were

counselledcounsellercoun byselled elder henry D moyle

to take an interest and participate in government
thats not left to the catholzc7 priests thats our
responsibility

may 28 1955

manuscript history of the argentine mission
may 28 1955

12 7

f i

7
1 we dont even want anyone to

represent us in politics we want to represent
ouroursselves59selves

he

59

wandwentwant on to state
how much betterbatter it would have been if when the nations
of latin america declared their political independence
from spain if theythayzhay had also gained their freedom
from the religious bondage which spain had forced
upon them 60

in spite of these various problems tha church

flourishedflourislflourish and a solid foundation was laid upon which

further expansion could rest

bangeterBan interviewgeter october 1 1974 p 18
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chapter 7

SUMMARY AND conclusion

in 1946 when fredrick S williams approached

president george albert smith with the idea of expanding

missionary work in south america he had in mind the small

republicrepublil of uruguay this friendly democratic country

which had naver been opened to missionary work was soon

to be the scene of great progress and many conversions

to the churchchiCli thereurch was rapid acceptance of tha gospel

in a short time just four years after the opening of

the uruguayan mission in 1947 president david 0 mckay

declared that since the founding of chethathedha british mission

in 1837 no mission of the church had progressed so

rapidly as the uruguayan during throe of its first
four years this mission had more convert baptisms than

the argentine and brazilian missions combined

the opening of the mission was facilitated by

the friendly attitude ocof tha uruguayan government leadersleaderseleaiea

thishis
dergederSe

had developed mainly because of returned missionaries
who worked for the uruguayan and united statesstates1statos govern-

ments in montivideomontevideoMonti thesethesavideo faithful men created a good

fradrickfredrick S williams taped message to the
uruguayan mission reunion held in salt lake city utah
spring 197239723.972
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eelingfeeling toward the church among many high government

officials in uruguay by their examplcyexample living

the sister nation of paraguay was opened shortly
thereafter this area which came to be part of the
uruguayan mission was less productive of convertsthough

it did grow steadily
in the andes mission of peru and chile uhetheube lamanite

work began in earnest and added vigorous dimensions to

the south american proselyting this hugehugs area which had

previously been included in the argentina and uruguayan

missions was organized into a mission by elder harold
B lee in 1959 many providential eventsevants took place in

the initial years of this mission the tragic earth-
quake in chile in 1960 brought the church to the attention
of many chileansChi includingleansieans most of the government leaders

in peruprumrumeru the native incansancans began to receive the book of

mormonI the record of their ancestors at the organization

of the andes mission elder harold B lee notedrioted that in the

countries of paru and chile twice as many converts per

missionary had been made and in half the time as in the two

parent missions argentiargentina and uruguay

brazil which had shown marked growth in thetha late
1950s was divided into two missions in 1959 the brazilian
south and tha brazilian this massive nation of millions
began to show perhaps the greatest promise of all the
south americanamericanameriamerl missmissionscan lonso

the visits of president david 0 mckay and elder

f

exampl cy

converts though

chileansincluding

ia
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stephen L richards brought a new feeling to the saints
in south america A eelingfeeling of more unity with the world-

wide church of jesus christ and new insight into and

appreciation for living prophets was gained faith was

stirred by the testimonies and messages given by these
two prophets elder mark E petersen came in3 1954n and

helped the missions tighten the ship henry D moyle

uttered prophecies concerning the futureuturefuturafuture of the work there
and helped to open two new mission areas in 1956 when he

visited elder spencer W kimball who came in 1959

set a pace directed toward greatagreatlygreatl increased proselyting

effort he also gave directions for stakehoodstatehoodstake preparationshood

harold B lees tour was marked by an impressive visit
with the president of uruguay and the opening of two

new missions including the first predominantly lamanite

mission area in south america joseph fielding smith

and A theodoreThathe tuttleodore who came the next year 1960

proceededpraceprece theeded opening of the south american mission in

1961 with eldereldedider tuttle as its presidentpresid

these

nt

visits created favorable publicity for the

church and left behind newly motivated and inspiredinsnired
missionaries and members the general authorities
visits had a great influence in guiding the destiny of the

church in south america as they gave counsel and set
policies that helped give proper direction to the growing

movement
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mormon music and sports groups helped the church

become better known and tempered some of the anti mormon

prejudice in south america there was a great variety of

imaginative proselyting techniques used from puppet showsshowa

to street meetings from outdoor displays to motion
f

pictures toward the close of the 1950s there began

to be a great increaseL inncreasenerease convert baptisms as proselyting
became more and more effective in his april 1959

general conference address elder spencer W kimball said

that twenty four years were required to convert the first
thousand people in south america eight years to baptize

the second thousand and one and a half years for the
0third thousand

during the war the local members in south america

had carried on quite well evemeveneveregeregen without missionaries and

during the fifteen years followingfollo madevying great strides
toward stakehoodstatehoodstake andhood developed in3 leadershipn and spirit-
uality they soon presidedDre oversided a great many branches

church building was stepped up district conferences

emphasized

C

trainin3training and leadership and good church

literature and magazines became readily available
the work suffered some from communication and

r
other mormon missionarymissionarmissional techniques are described

in prudencia damboriena el protestantismoprotestantijgmo enon nericaajnerxcaarnericaarnerichAr

latina bogota columbia sociales de feres 1962
p137

3 spencer we kimball conference report april 1959

2

3

A

trainin300

20ther
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transportation problems government red tape and politicalpoliticzpolitica
upheavals and a general inefficiency in services
patience was enjoined by church leaders and the work

carried on the catholics carried on campaigns to strenghten

their members against the mormonscormonsMor butmons generally these

efforts had little effect on the work

more subtle persecution was felt when passport

and visa problems arose for the mormon missionary or as

in some areas branches were closed for a time and various

church publicity programs were curtailed because of

pressure from the prevailing church in some instances
though these difficulties actually helped move the work

forwards elder mark E petersen in a letter to the

first presidency in 1955 referred to chezhe attempts

of chethe catholic church to stop the workworle as helpful

the more they have opposed our elders the more
advertisingadvertizingadvertadvartizi theyizingng have given us and the greater
the curiosity which has been ar4s4narising irin the minds
orof the people this has led to many investigatorsinvestsinvesti
and

atorsacors
has helped our work a great deal

one of the reasons for the growth in south

america after the second world war oaswas a change in attitude
brought about by war and its changes in3 livingn conditions

proselyting found new impetus as south americansamericans1 attitudes
were found to be more liberal and less traditional As

serviI1 ces
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C

petersen
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andtaidauld the voice of warning shall be unto all people
by the mouths of my disciples whom I1 have chosen
in these last days

and they shall go orthforth and none shall stay
themy for I11 the lord have commanded them5

his warning has gone forthorthforchocth in south america as

a seed planted in fertile ground and has now grown to great
proportions the work has followed the course propheciedprophesied

by elder melvinlelvinmeivinmelvlnI J ballard whenwhan he said in 1925

the work of the lord will grow slowly for a time
heeherehe guscjustjustduste as an oak growagrow3growsnow slowly from an acorn

iliiiilii

thithl history
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education increased and the standard of living was

improved tha people became more receptive to new ideas
and more amenable to change the varied and progressive

proselyting methods introduced at this time helped the
church increaseasincrease did the direction given by the visiting
general authorities

this hah5 szorystory bears witness that god is at the helm

and buidesguides righteousri menhteousoteous and women as instruments in his
hands in bringing to pass his purpose and the fulfillment
of his prophecies for he has saidsaidtsald

verily the voice of the lord is unto all men and
there is none to escape and there is no eye that
shall not see neither ear that shall not hear
neither heart that shall not be penetrated

it will not shoot up in a day as does the sunflower
that grows quickly and then dies the south
american mission will be a power in the churchechurchyChurch 6

the doctrine and covenants salt lake city the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints 1952
li2lia 454

allardballardaliard
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APPENDIX A

A chronology OF THE CHURCH IN SOUTH AMERICA 194519601945

harold

1960

rex placesreplacesra W W seegmiller as mission
president in brazil
uruguayan mission organized with fredrick S
williams as president
elder stephen L richards tours south american
missions
rulon howells replaces harold rex as mission presi-
dent in brazil
harold brown replaces W ernest young as mission
president in argentina
lyman shreeve replacesrep Fredricfredricklaceslacas S williams inlri
uruguay
lee B valentine replaces harold brown in argentinaargentinaeargeoArgenargan
asael

tineetinae
T soresensonSore replacessenson rulon howells in brazilpresident david 0 mckay tours south american

missions
elder mark E peterpatersen tours missions
frankflankil perryank replaces lyman sleeveshreeve in uruguay
elder henry D moyle tours missions
lorin pace replaced lee B valentine in argentina
arthur jensen replaces frank perry in uruguay
grant bansemerbangeterbanseterBan replacesgeterseter asael T sorenson in brazil
eidereldereldareidarzidar spencer W kimballkimlallkimball tours missions
south brazilian mission organized by elder harold
B lee with asael T sorenson as president and
andes mission organized with james vernonvemonveaon sharp
as presidentPrasipresipresl
C1960

dent
laird snelgrove replaces lorin pace in argentina

president joseph fielding smith and elder A

theodore tuttle tour missions
J thomas fyans replaces arthur jensen in uruguay
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APPENDIX B

SOUTH AMERICAN CHURCH statistics 194519601945

NUMBER

1960

OF missionaries
5

42

159

219

211

236

242

188

161

237

328

337

353

400

431

665

NUMBER OF CONVERTS

32

37

51

204

379

330

208

250

219

253

362

844

141719417

1472114721958

1573195731959

2849298491960
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aa1a misunderstandings with government and
the inefficiency of transportation and services visits
of general authorities inspired members and missionaries
and gave direction to the work and new and inovativeinnovative
proselyting techniques were employed such as sports and
music programs which helped the work flourish lamanite
areas in south mericaamericaIi that were opened were found to be
among the most receptive to the gospel message
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