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introduction

almost thirty years after the mormons arrived in the salt lake

valley and nearly thirty miles away a few brave souls began to settle on

virgin land outside the mormon villages of lehi alpine and american fork in

north utah county many of these first homesteaders moved away before

their new place of residence ever received a name since 1850 when the

surrounding communities were settled this area was referred to as the

bench which it did resemble because it was a long flat elevated plain

located above the valley floor near the western foothills of the wasatch

mountains see map 1 the scottish immigrants however who began to

farm on the bench in the 1870s and 1880s decided that highland was a

more appropriate and descriptive title since it reminded them of their

highlands of home it took some time for this name to take hold but by

1890 the church and government began to acknowledge this designation in

their records

the history of highlands origin as a community is significant in the

historiography of mormonism and early utah speaking of the importance

that local community histories could have on the broader more general

history of utah one historian made the following observation

1



MAPIMAP
the state of utah
and utah county

saltsait lake city

source drawn by author from atlas of utah wayne L wahlquist ed
provo utah brigham young university press 1981 p 18
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the town generally speaking not only stands at the center of
the mormon experience but that indeed it long stood at the center of
the churchs entire experience and studies which bypass life of
everyday mormons at the town level to focus upon the church hierarchy
and upon salt lake city leave untilledunfilled mormon historys most fertile
seedbed 1

the mormon village has been popularly researched by sociologists

and historians 2 but the breakdown of this highly structured colonization

pattern has received little attention the pioneer migration of mormons to

utah has been well documented but the sequestered outmigrationout withinmigration

utah has been hardly recognized 3 the histories of original utah

charles S peterson A mormon village one mans west journal of mormon history
3 1976 p 3123

ee

12

leonard J arrington great basinbminamin kingdom cambridge mass harvard university
press 1958 pgsggs 889588 21522321595 354355354223 382384382355 milton384 R hunter brigham youngyouni the
colonizer salt lake city deseret news press 1941 pgsggs 596759 11813311867 142163142133 dean163 L
maymaylmayy the making of saints the mormon town as a setting for the study of cultural
change utah historical quarterlyuart 45erlydriy winter 1977 p 759275 lowry92 nelson the mormon
village A pattern andpd technique of land settlement salt lake city university of utah
press 1952 charles S peterson A mormon village one mans west journal of mormon
history 3 1976 p 3123 joel12 E ricks forms and methods of early mormonmon settlement
logan utah utah state university press 1964 wayne L wahlquist settlement processes

in the mormon core areaareal 184718901847 1890 phd diss university of nebraska 1974 donald
W meinig the mormon culture region strategies and patterns in the geography on the
american west 184719641847 1964 annals of the association of american geographers 55 june
1965 p 191220.191220191 richard220 H jackson the mormon village genesis and antecedents of the
city ofzion plan brigham young universityUniver studiessitysily 17 winter 1977 p 223240223

there

240

is a deficiency in the amount of historical research completed on the migrationoutmigrationout
within utah see lowell ben bennion A geographers discoveryDisco ofvervvery great basin
kingdom

grahgrvh
great basin kingdom revisited thomas G alexander ed logan utah utah

state university press 1991 most of utah colonization literature which refers to the out-
migration of mormons does so in the sense that large companies of mormons left the state
because they were responding to a church call of settling beyond the borders of utah in order
to enlarge and strengthen the boundaries of mormonism for example richard sherlock
mormon migration and settlement after 1875 journal of mormonmon historyhis 2 1975 p 536853

charles
68

S petersonPe taketersonI up your mission mormon colonization alonealong the little colorado
river 187019001870 tucson190019w university of arizona press 1973 john F palmer mormon
settlements in the san juan basin of colorado and new mexico MA thesis brigham young
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settlements have been written and rewritten but the later development of

smaller freelancefree communitieslance as outgrowths of larger organized

settlements has been barely noticed some of these bedroom communities

like an illegitimate child suffer from a historical identity crisis not knowing

who conceived them

one obvious reason why these settlements have largely been

ignored is because they were so gradual in their development and slow in

growth that no one noticed or was interested in their history until long after

the original settlers had died or moved away leaving few records behind

them another reason why histories of the freelancefree communitieslance are not

as prevalent is because they were not founded by the prominent pioneers

who were publicly more visible and enumerated than the private families

who broke away from the tradition of residing in the village this thesis is

an attempt to narrow the gap between the historical awareness of the

historically popular mormon village which was carefully planned and quickly

populated and the marginal sometimes obscure community which was

inchoately settled at a slow random pace highland utah was colonized

by an unrenowned populace who came to the bench sporadically and

salutarily

to appreciate the unique and aberrant style of settlement which

university 1967 judson H flower jr mormon colonization of the san luis of colorado
1878190018781900111878 1900190011 N MA thesis brigham young university 1966 albert R page orson hyde and
the carson valley mission MA thesis brigham young university 1970

4



highland represents chapter one will review the distinctive mormon

colonization pattern of settlement fostered by church hierarchy the mormon

village emulative of the puritan colonies the village received commanding

endorsement as the authorized place of residence from proclaimed prophets

joseph smith and brigham young both former new englanders nearly

every community established by the mormons before their arrival to the

great basin in 1847 until youngs death in 1877 was patterned after the

vision of the prophet joseph smith to build a city of zion every village was

to be a consecrated place a covenanted community seeking to become

like the biblical city of enoch where every resident according to mormon

doctrine experienced a unity of one heart and one mind if secondary to

the spiritual goals the village type of settlement was also strongly

sanctioned for physical protection social interaction economic

advancement and educational as well as cultural opportunities prior to

the late nineteenth century mormon families who resided outside a

theocratic village were acting contrary to church counsel based upon the

recommendation given by mormon authorities any land outside the city

limits was considered offlimitsoff tolimits private homesteadinghome howeversteading in the

1870s this ideology began to change

the coming of the railroad and the enactment of the homestead

laws in 1869 incited a deterioration of the mormon land monopoly in the

great basin the railroad permitted an increasing population including

5
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adventurous newcomers to enter the territory while the homestead laws

enabled second generation mormonscormonsMor dissatisfiedmons mormonscormonsMor andmons gentiles4gentiles

to purchase property outside the village these conditions helped create the

early history of highland between 1870 and 1880 three people received

homestead rights to land located on the bench from 1881 to 1890 the

original three homesteaders had exploded to thirty and the remaining

acreage in highland was taken when seven additional homesteads were

claimed between 1891 and 1903

not everyone who homesteaded in highland lived in highland

chapter two will identify and examine the nonresidentsresidentsnon who were willing to

speculate in land but not take the risk of being viewed as an outcast by

living outside the village chapter three provides a history of the fiercely

independent first residents of highland who in some cases were seeking

autonomy from the church or the village and in other instances were just

trying to establish a place of their own because of the crowded

overpopulated conditions causing a shortage of land within their agricultural

environment comparing the historical background of the nonresidents with

the residents certain patterns of similarities and differences become

apparent these patterns will be discussed in chapter four finally

throughout the history of highland there is a chain of continuity some

this term has several different connotations even in the mormon church it has various
meanings but in this thesis the term will be strictly used to describe those who are not members
of the mormon church

6
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common threads that tie the communitys past with her present these will

be reviewed in an aftermath and conclusion

during the american nineteenth century there was nothing ordinary

or dull about the achievement of establishing a town no matter how humble

and slow its beginning or how proud and quick its end it is no more heroic

how certain communities were originated in utah by illustrious pioneers

who believed they were fulfilling a mission for god than the establishment

of a town by ordinary folks who randomly settled on the bench the

prominence of a communitys settlers or lack of prominence in highlands

case should not add or detract from their feat their lack of public life

makes their story more difficult to tell and more mysterious but it is an

account of triumph and endurance although highland is still considered a

small community the history of any community is no small thing and

deserves recognition in the court of local history

7



CHAPTER 1

A distinctive STYLE OF settlement THE MORMON VILLAGE

some called him brother brigham others refer to him as a modern

moses but few disagree that the mormon prophet brigham young was one

of the most prolific colonizers in american history after leading thousands

of believers to the arid great basin he directed for thirty years the

establishment of three hundred fiftyeightfifty settlementseight and villages 5

stretching from the state of idaho to san bernardino california evidence of

his powerful influence on the colonization of deseretdeseret6 is suggested by the

fact that even after his death in 1877 thousands of mormon immigrants

continued to gather to salt lake but relatively few new communities were

settled in utah to this day most of the large cities and small towns in this

state originated as highly organized mormon villages between 1847 and

1877 under the auspices of brigham young one early gentile visitor to the

salt lake valley made the observation that all mormon communities were

wiltonmilton R hunter brigham young the colonizer salt lake city deseret news press
1941 p 377382377

deseret

382

was the name given to the mormon territories which covered all of utah nevada
most of arizona and at least a small part of six other western states including oregon
california new mexico colorado wyoming and idaho

8
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the result of a system of united and welldirectedwell actiondirected under one leading

and controlling mind 7 because the mormon hierarchy advocated a form of

christian zionism members of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter

saints

day

were persecuted and eventually compelled to migrate to the

intermountain west where brigham young established a mormon empire by

calling submissive saints to settle in small isolated villages which became a

distinctive colonization pattern in the great basin

before the saints moved to the west they experienced resistance in

establishing new settlements mormon doctrine encouraged an

exclusiveness which frequently invoked persecution mormons believed in a

literal gathering which included physically coming together to separate

themselves from the gentile world which they equated with babylon the

concept of gathering meant more than just moving to the same general

locality it included moving into the same welldefinedwell towndefined or village the

founder of the mormon church joseph smith taught that it was the duty

of the brethren to come into cities to build and live and carry on their farms

out of the cities according to the order of god 8 joseph discouraged the

isolated farmstead when he described the ideal utopian community zion

the tiller of the soil as well as the merchant and mechanic will live
in the city the farmer and his family therefore will enjoy all the

howardtowardmoward stansbury an expeditionEx toedition the vaileyvalley of the great salt lake of utah
philadelphia lippincott grambo & company 1855 p 133

joseph smith jr history of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday ed BH
roberts 7 vols salt lake city deseret news press 1948 356

9
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missouri 11 when this also failed the mormons established a new

community further north named far west despite heavy persecution the

saints were counseled continually to isolate themselves by gathering in

1838 the first presidency counseled the saints

in order that the object for which the saints are gathered together in

the last days as spoken of by all the holy prophets since the world
began may be obtained it is essentially necessary that they should all
be gathered into the cities appointed for that purpose as it will be much

joseph smith quoted in BH roberts A comrehensivecomprehensive history of the church of jesus
christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 6 vols salt lake city deseret news press 1930 13113121311

omas

312

F odea the mormonscormonsMor chicagomons university of chicago press 1957 p 112

e doctrine and covenants of the church ofgf jesus christ of latterdlatterdaylannerlatterlauner saintsdavday salt lake
city the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 5713571

10

3

advantages of schools public lectures and other meetings his home
will no longer be isolated and his family denied the benefits of society
which has been and always will be the great educator of the human
race but they will enjoy the same privileges of society and can
surround their homes with the same intellectual life the same social
refinement as will be found in the home of the merchant or banker or
professional man 9

to practice this doctrine they left new york and settled in the

kirtland area of ohio not far from cleveland with the removal of the

saints to kirtland a distinctive social ethic a separate geographical

location and a separated community were established as fundamental

characteristics of mormon life the gathering as mormonisms basic

doctrine took on concrete form 10 this community however was

abandoned by mormons after some persecution and because of a revelation

joseph smith received to build the city of zion near Independenindependence

O0
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better for them all in order that they may be in a situation to have the
necessary instruction the advantages of so doing are numerous while
the disadvantages are few if any 12

after the saints were completely expelled from missouri they then

moved northward again and built nauvoo the city beautiful on the east

bank of the mississippi river in illinois tranquility surrounded the mormons

for several years but in 1844 joseph smith was assassinated and after

two years of persecution the saints were forced to flee their homes once

again and seek refuge elsewhere

in great hardship they marched across iowa establishing temporary

camps where they could rest finally under the direction of their new

leader brigham young the saints built a temporary city in nebraska which

they called winter quarters now a suburb of omaha this was youngs

first major attempt at colonization which provided him with valuable

experience for the role that awaited him in utah

the name winter quarters gave some indication that this city was

never meant to be a permanent settlement before they departed nauvoo

brigham young and other mormon authorities had studied and discussed

alternative places to locate they had considered texas and the oregon

territories but had finally decided upon the great basin this land technically

belonged to mexico and seemed barren and hostile enough to provide

mormons the isolation they sought in order to practice their religion without

eiderselderswidersreiders journal far west missouri august 1838 p 53

11



interference but fertile enough to produce for them the necessities of life

brigham young with a vanguard of pioneers left winter quarters in the

spring of 1847 and arrived in the salt lake valley on july 24 1847

mormon migration from the midwest was perceived as not only a necessary

evil we left because we had to in order to protect themselves but it was

also a prospective blessing from god brigham himself best expressed this

view we have been driven from the habitations of man and hurled as a

stone from a sling and we have lodged here in this goodly place just

where the lord wants his people to gather 13

shortly after arriving in the great basin brigham young envisioned

settling an expansive territory by establishing hundreds of small agricultural

villages resembling the pattern of josephs city of zion the village style of

settlement consisted of living on small building lots of close proximity within

the town limits farms and pastures were located outside the town

sometimes miles away from where the citizenry lived to a mormon farmerfarmers

his house not his land was the symbolic center of his life this was very

different from those who settled on isolated farmsteads while mormon

villages represented a unique style of land settlement in the west they were

reminiscent of the puritan covenant communities in new england 14 the

journal history of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday august 7 1847 in
church historians office salt lake city utah cited in gustive 0 larson land contest in
early utah utah historical quarterlytuart 29erly 1961 p 310

smith As a citycily uinnupon a hill p 3

12
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village pattern of land occupancy is as old as agriculture it was the first

form of settlement but in the united states and canada the farm village

islis not common scattered farmsteads prevail aside from the early new

englanders the mormons are exceptional in their mode of rural dwelling 15

brigham knew that in order to build a mormon empire thousands of

colonists were needed in addition to the 25000 members of the church that

lived in the united states and canada in 1847 16 the fulfillment of this

vision required mormon missionaries to evangelize and recruit outsiders to

join the church europe seemed to be especially fertile ground and over the

next several decades produced a good harvest of converts in 1848 after

young had returned to winter quarters to prepare another company of

pioneers to go west he wrote a general epistle to the saints and issued

the following summons

gather yourselves together speedily near this place on the east side
of the missouri river and if possible be ready to start from hence by
the first of may next or as soon as grass is sufficiently grown and go
to the great salt lake city to all the saints in the united states and
canada gather to the same place to the saints in england scotland
ireland wales and adjacent islands and countries we say emigrate as
speedily as possible to this vicinity salt lake city 17

only a few years later in 1849 brighams call became even louder

lowry nelson the mormon villagevillazevillace A pattern and technique of land settlement salt
lake city university of utah press 1952 p 3

hunter brigham young the colonizer p 13

brigham young general epistle to the saints w latterdaylatter saintday journal history march
1848 Ms cited in milton R hunter brigham young the colonizer p 94

13
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we want men brethren come from the states from the nations come

and help us to build and grow until we can say enough the valleys of

ephraim are full 18

when the gathering began to occur it became obvious that because

of the rapidly increasing population that all saints could not live in one

valley when salt lake city was originally surveyed in 1847 it was planned

that the city would contain 135 blocks the following year 63 blocks were

added and in 1849 another additional 85 blocks were included 19 so after

heeding the call to gather to salt lake city the saints were often greeted

with yet another call by leaders of the church to leave the vicinity of the

great salt lake and collectively organize new villages or individually settle

in communities already established that needed specialized skills of labor

these callings were viewed by mormons in good standing as

revelations from god and in some cases they were referred to as

missions often these colonizing missions came as a great surprise to the

recipients and were fulfilled with extreme sacrifice john doyle lees

experience serves as an example after attending a meeting called by

brigham young where the subject of creating settlements in the south was

discussed brigham approached john put his hand on lees shoulder and

jamesigiames R clarkdarkoark ed messages of the first presidencyPresid 6engy vols salt lake city bookcraft
1965 233

IBlgb H roberts A comprehensivecomdrehensivg history of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day
6 vols salt lake city deseret news press 1930 3282

14
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social educational and political affairs from the ecclesiastical church this

philosophy coupled with the belief that the direction and advice given by

church leaders was from god compelled the saints to follow the counsel of

juanita brooks john D lee glendale calif arthur H clarkdarkoark co 1964 p 154

hunter2huntershunter brigham youneyoung the colonizer p 59

theme doctrine and covenants 2934352934

15

35

said john when I1 talked about making settlement in the south I1 meant

you if we are to establish an iron industry there we must have a solid base

of farming to help support it we need men like you to produce food for the

miners and mill workers john was exasperated I1 dont see how I1 can

possibly leave now the whole idea is repugnant to me lee expressed a

willingness to even pay two thousand dollars in money or goods to

another family to take his place the house that he was building in salt

lake city was almost finished and some of his family were not well but

brigham counseled john to be of good cheer accept this mission and

you will be prospered and blessed beyond your fondest dreams to that

there was no answer he would go of course 20

mormon settlers were characterized by a remarkable willingness to

follow those in authority they were a people who with intense fervor

attempted to carry out the advice of their superiors 21 mormon theology

does not differentiate the spiritual from the physical or temporal 22 this

perception of the world makes it very difficult to separate economicaleconomic

20



brigham young and other presiding church authorities

there were other reasons besides the belief in revelation that

individuals were selected for the various missions based upon the skills

which the new immigrants brought with them and the needs of the

particular community they were being sent to help establish in opening up

new areas to settle the church did not wait for volunteer action or send only

those who were seeking a stake in the land rather it selected the nucleus

group with regard to leadership agricultural experiences and diversification

of occupation 23 the following list illustrates the diversity of skills

required as viewed by church authorities to establish new settlements

this list is a compilation of those called to the cotton mission in southern

utah

31 farmers also 1 horticulturist 2 gardeners 2 vine dressers and 1

vintner
2 with molasses mills
2 dam builders
14 blacksmiths
2 wheelwrights and 1 machinist
1 mill builder 2 millwrights and 3 millers
10 coopers to make barrel containers for either liquids or solids
1 adobe maker with 5 masons to lay the walls
1 plasterer and 1 painter
3 carpenters and 1 chair maker
1 mineralogist and 2 miners
2 wool carderscalderscar 1ders weaver 1 tailor 1 hatter 1 brush maker and 1

manufacturer who did not designate his product
1 tanner and 5 shoemakers

feramorz Y fox the mormon land system A study of the settlement and utilization
of land under the direction of the mormon church phd dissertation northwestern
university 1932 p 148

16



4 musicians and 1 fiddler
3 schoolteachersschoolteacheryschool 4teachers clerks 1 lawyer and 1 printer
2 surveyors to divide the land
2 daguerreans2daguerreansdaguer toreansneans preserve their portraits for posterity
1 butcher 1 baker 1 castor oil maker
1 tobacco maker
1 drum1drumcdrum major and 1 sailor24

because of this mission concept of settlement many of the

mormon villages established between 1847 and 1877 grew and developed

almost overnight they were highly organized and watched over by church

authorities one example of this was the iron mission in november

1851 after the harvest had been completed a group of thirtyfivethirty menfive

skilled in mining and manufacturing were called to found the pioneer iron

producing and working mission at cedar city committees of these iron

missionaries were appointed to lay out a village erect a fort dig a canal

plant a cooperative farm construct a road and locate materials and all

of this was accomplished almost a year before the blast was put to the

furnace 25 erastus snow and franklin D richards two of the twelve

mormon apostles went to check on the progress of cedar city when they

returned to salt lake snow reported we found a scotch party a welch

party an english party and an american party and we turned iron masters

and undertook to put all these parties through the furnace and run out a

ited in eugene E campbell early colonization patterns utahs history ed richard
D poll et al logan utah utah state university press 1989 p 134

leonard J arrington great basin kingdom an economic history of the latterdaylatmerlatterlammer

saints
davday

183019001830 cambridge1900 mass harvard university press 1958 p 122

17
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party of saints for building up the kingdom of god 26211

these villages of withdrawal were a perpetuation of the churchs

attempt to separate themselves from the world 27 and to become self

sufficient after the arrival of the saints in the salt lake valley in 1847
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ABSTRACT

this thesis is a history of the original thirtyseventhirty homesteadersseven of
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