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CHAPTER

introduction

winter 1835 kirtland ohio joseph smiths brother william

established debate school prophet knew nothing school first

opened november 18 returning home funeral services nathan

harris along members newell whitney family went visit

williams home

company arrived found young elders

engaging debate upon subject miracles question

design christ establish gospel miracles apparently

evenings entertainment provided williams students joseph

later remembered contest continued another three hours until decided

presidents debate negative righteous decision

outcome obviously pleased smith despite positive note

debate ended whole affair left joseph feeling concern unable remain silent

felt need counsel participants according own account

I1 discovered debate much warmth displayed much zeal mastery
much enthusiasm characterizes lawyer bar determined

ljosephjoseph smith ohio journal 183518361835 1836 entry dated 18 november 1835 dean C jessee
papers ofjosephjoseph smith vol 2 salt lake city deseret book company 1992 86 see joseph smith
history church ofjesusjesus christ latter day saints salt lake city deseret book company 1980
2 3178317 8 spelling punctuation preserved original



defend cause right wrong I1 therefore availed myself favorable
opportunity drop few words upon subject way advise
might improve minds cultivate powers intellect proper
manner might incur displeasure heaven should
handle sacred things very sacredly due deference opinions
others eye single glory god 2

joseph found debate entertaining finished felt necessary

admonish brethren mind responsibility aid minds

keep them straight narrow way might incur displeasure

god

nothing appears prophets own writings incident

apparently counsel heeded almost month later december 12 joseph

again attended school observer active participant question

raised again provocative two parties determine whether

necessary god reveal himself man order happiness perhaps

deference smiths prophetic authority give word

affirmative side issue 3

unfortunately decision reached evening joseph called away

administer ailing church member debate then rescheduled

december 16 allow him chance speak nothing seemed ordinary

time school reconvened four days later hostility quickly erupted

according him

2ibidbibidbid

3smithasmithsmith ohio journal entry dated 12 december 1835 102 see smith history church
2330



evening according adjournment I1 went br wm smiths take
part debate commenced saturday evening
debate concluded desisiondecisiondes ision given favour affirmative
question altercation took place upon impropretyimpropriety continueingcontinuelngcontinue ing
school fearing result good

br winwm oposedopposed these measures insisted having another question
proposed length become much enraged particularly me used
violence upon my person upon elder J carter others

I1 am grieved beyond expression 4

reason another joseph now wanted school closed william

hand determined keep open result angry scuffle between

brothers

0090

brief encounter between prophet joseph smith brother william

intriguing williams temper already famous fact particular incident

first time joseph younger brother butted heads few

months earlier october two argued rather vehemently validity

mothers testimony given before high council kirtland 5 dispute like

second ended violence angry words fisticuffs exchanged between two

brothers issue here should surprise siblings sometimes quarrel

even later years exchange between william joseph learn

gsmithdmitri ohio journal entry dated december 16 december 1835 1067106 7 see smith history
church 2334523345

5smithasmithmith ohio journal entry dated 29 october 1835 59 see smith history church 12
295
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something early mormon world view different types discourses

existed simultaneously within world view

though admittedly sided letter written prophet joseph smith

brother william two days altercation taken place provides us least

partial understanding incident apparently william sent letter apology

requesting joseph forgive him response prophet explained actions

debate school

br william having received your letter I1 now proceed answer shall first
procedepracedeprocede give brief naration my feelings motives since night I1 first
came knowledge your having debating school time
I1 happened bishop whitney father mother ac&c
first I1 knew thing time I1 took interest them

delighted formed determination attend school
purpose obtaining information idea imparting same

through assistance spirit lord means I1 should
faith do intent I1 went school wednesday night

idea braking school neither did enter my heart
wrangling jealousysjealousys your heart against me

notwithstanding previous my leaving home feelings
solemnity rolling across my breast unaccountable me
these feelings continued spells depress my spirit seemed manifest

right even school commenced during debate
yet I1 strove believe work together good I1 pleased

power arguments aducedadduced did feel cast
reflections upon spoken I1 felt duty old
men set presidents grave least young men
our duty smile solid arguments sound reasoning impresedimpressedimpresed
solemnity should manifest our countanancecountenance folly

militates against truth righteousness rears head
therefore spirit my calling view authority

priesthood conferred upon me my duty reprove
whatever I1 esteemed wrong fondly hoping my heart parties



concidercoinciderconcider right therefore humble themselves satan might
take advantage us hinder progress our school 6

letter continued joseph next recounted debate school incident great detail

conclusion then offered words encouragement forgiveness

passage where joseph explained motives begin understand something

nature early mormon religion joseph smith calling fulfill believed

himself prophet therefore duty preach word god people

unfortunately eyes both sessions debate school parties involved

less interested discovering gods word ultimate victory side

put simply view debate school kirtland rhetoric mattered

truth sophism bothered joseph what mattered him

responsibility ensure saints understood principles truths gospel

christ thus seemed apparent williams debate school

accomplish purposes moved close school true joseph come

school willingwillina listen deference opinions others push came

shove abandon prophetic mantle although apparently accepted

notion debate useful tool discover explore gods word

escape pressing responsibility reveal truth using prophetic authority

words mormon religion least pursuit rhetoric paled comparison

revelation prophecy

gsmithmith ohio journal entry dated 18 december 1835 113lim11344 see smith history church
22340340
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0000

conflict between joseph william smith highlights difference

importance between rhetoric prophetic authority early LDS religion

points us another important aspect early mormonism put simply incident

reminds us fact early mormon religion very center clash

discourses debate societies lyceums common feature antebellum

america sense smiths those joined them acted much

same manner contemporary americans 7 mormonscormons exactly like

americans yes christian republican democratic views

believed prophets god time prophetic symbols became

important mormon theology came conflict symbols

contained within early mormon theology

exploring clash symbols better help us understand many

ironiesironies inherent mormon religion fully comprehend implications type

analysis first necessary define our use term discourse according

republican historian J G pocock discourse set values symbols ideals

institutions language you always spoken involves speech acts

definitions definitionsredefinitionsre experience perception texts contexts pocock himself

7seeaseesee nan johnson popularization nineteenth century rhetoric elocution private
learner oratorical culture nineteenth century america transformationstransfaofioaformations theory
practice rhetoric eds gregory clarkdarkoark michael halloran carbondale edwardsvilleEdwardsville southern
illinois university press 1993 139143139 143 bower aly grafton P tanquary early national
period 178818601788 1860 history criticism ofamericanamerican public address ed william norwood
brigance new york london mcgraw hill book company 1943 17089170 89 general
history lyceum movement influence antebellum america see carl bode american
lyceum town meeting mindmwnewmanewnew york oxford university press 1956 1261 26
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explains series idioms rhetorics ways talking politics distinguishable

language games each may own vocabulary rules preconditions

implications tone style words discourse exists complex series

language tools set ofparadigmsparadigms you structure our minds think

certain ways interpret world live 8

recognizing fact better come terms various social ideas

movements past know instance symbols values

influenced thinking particular group better understand groups

behavior may then able define clearly nature various social

movements american society having said must remember

yet another important implication type literary approach true

discourse represents complex set symbols values allow person

construct reconstruct surroundings meaningful fashion true

within particular community several discourses exist once put simply world

views dimensional instead composed many different sometimes

conflicting symbols noted pocock indefinite number these sub languages

may found within given language may consequently found within single

monoglot text these ways talking while often profoundly variance do

typically succeed excluding another 9 words within discourse

aj8j
Q

G pocock concept language metiermetlermitler dhistorien considerations
practice language political theory early modernmodem europe ed anthony pagden london
cambridge university press 1987 202120220 2211

9lbid9ibidbibid
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exist many alternate discourses conflicting others course

these languages take precedence certain discourses dominate others none

exclude rest 10

eee0000000wewe

apply various implications type literary theory

mormon experience gain better understanding nature early mormon

religion essentially come realize new world religion like many

cultural social movements nineteenth century composed multiple

discourses often times led increased tension within mormon community

realization important does depend discourse theory alone

verification evidence favor position modern

historiography too provides us important insights regarding existence

multiple discourses early mormon religion

pressing problems mormon historians face today fact regards

fundamental definition early mormonism order define complex

multifaceted religious tradition historians must first identity social political

economic cultural strands task easy however scholars

involved early mormon studies led conclusion

10 excellent review ofpocockspococksPopocockecocks views comparison linguistic historians michel
foucault keith baker see john E toews intellectual history linguisticZ turn
autonomy meaning irreducibility experience american historical review 92 october
1989 889893889 893
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early mormonism exhibited many competing tendencies simultaneously gordon wood

example attempt describe LDS religion relation cultural social

context noted mormonism both mystical secular restorationist

progressive communitarian individualistic hierarchical congregational

authoritarian democratic antinomian arminian anticlericalanti clerical priestly

revelatory empirical utopian practical ecumenical nationalist

wood offers rather daunting list contrasts within early mormon theology

perhaps exaggerates many historians religion echoed almost

same conclusion 12 same time however willingness accept certain

degree ambiguity within mormon theology ended quest understand

exact nature new world religion example tendency

persistent attempt describe early mormonism within american context

question usually posed important where do mormonscormons fit similar

christian americans do represent new religious tradition unlike

rest unfortunately answer never certain different scholars come

different conclusions focusing aspects contemporary society

primary keys unlocking complex multifaceted social movement each attempts

I1 I1 gordon wood evangelical america early mormonism new york history 41 october
1980380

12 see example sydney E AhIahlahlstromstrom religious history american people new haven
london yale university press 1972 50350344 fawn brodie man knows my history 2nd ed new
york alfred knopf 1979 viii ix
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define nature early mormon religion cannot agree

aspects american culture important interpretations often vary widely

despite variance however possible group these multiple

interpretations general schools thought first include those see

early mormon religion response reaction certain conditions american

society alexander campbell example fiery blast directed principally

book mormon said great deal mormonism general according

him

prophet smith through stone spectacles wrote plates ofnephinephi
book mormon every error almost every truth discussed new york

ten years decides great controversies infant baptism
ordination trinity regeneration repentance justification fall man
atonement transubstantiation fasting pentancesentancepentance church government religious
experience call ministry general resurrection eternal punishment

may baptize even question free masonry republican government
rights man these topics repeatedly alluded how much

benevolent intelligent american apostle holy twelve
paul assist them prophesied these topics apostasy
infallibility decides authority every question 13

admittedly campbells intent critical rather analytical using harsh

words still managed capture something breadth depth early nineteenth

century mormon religion mormonism very essence attempt answer

these questions why mind least mormon religion reaction

many different issues within american society

many modem scholars echo contemporary view ofldsoflasLDS religion according

david brion davis instance influences shaped mormonism came

13 millennial harbinger bethany VA february 7 18311831
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largely new england having inherited puritanical forebears strong

distaste pluralism mormonism davis mind reaction against rising tide

liberalism individualism prevalent nineteenth century america

words according davis mormonism crude attempt part untrained

sincere men establish simple authoritative church church lost

now yearned unified body faith 14

mario de pillis agreed part view mormonism first

foremost reaction against growing sectarianism america course religious

movements period exhibited same antipathy according depillis

mormon quest religious authority certain respects unique similar

grassrootsgrass roots religious movements church christ shakers

determination end rampant sectarianism mormonism dissimilar

claim authority rested bible book mormon per se

concept holy priesthood created mind joseph smith 5

fourth interpretation comes marvin hill though thesis

completely new questforquest jorjom refuge mormon flightfromflight arom american pluralism

hill argues title implies mormonism heart quest order

surrounding growing disorder chaos disintegration joseph smith many

followers sought type unity according him these early mormonscormons

14 david brion davis new england origins Monnonmormonismism new england quarterly 26
1953 1536153 6

15 mario de pillis quest religious authority rise mormonism dialogue
journal mormon thought I11 1966 747774 77 78
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balked plural elements within jacksonian america instead desired

themselves society godly ruled unified religious people

words mormonism heart reaction certain elements within american

society 16

each these scholars interprets mormon religion response aspect

contemporary social world second school employs organic approach

according them mormon religion much reactionary movement

integral part contemporary social transformations democratization

american christianity instance nathan hatch argued early mormon religion

developed same democratic trends informed christian movements

second great awakening period view joseph smith like contemporary

religious figures appealed disparate needs within american society oratory

populist zeal captured minds hearts many dislocated fringe elements

society thus able build large following committed believers 17

hatch scholar draw parallels jon butler too finds room

fit early mormonism larger american context awash sea faith

christianization ofamericaamerica argues spread christianity america

due democratization christianity deliberate imposition various

16 marvin hill Questquestor refuge mormon flightfromflight prom american pluralism salt lake city
signature books 1989 xiv see marvin hill quest refuge hypothesis origins

nature mormon political kingdom journal mormon history 2 197545197545 14

17nathan hatch democratization ofamericanamerican christianity new haven london yale
university press 1989 113122113 122 212213212 213
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structures authority beginning eighteenth century establishment

churches councils marginalization forms religious expression

folk magic black african spiritualism allowed ministers shape control

american religious expression perhaps right whether matters

much interpretation early mormon religion regards wider thesis

according him early LDS religion exhibited same trend following footsteps

religious reformers joseph smith established various structures authority

mediated controlled beliefs practices followers 18

both hatch butler underlined important similarities between mormon

religion american christianity others scholars linked rise

mormonism occult spiritualism folk magic early america D michael quinn

example noted similarities between early nineteenth century american magical

practices restoration book early mormonism magic world view

according him early mormon religion imbued variousvariousoccultoccult symbols

rites being case must interpret through magical eyes 19 similar

interpretation offered john L brooke according him early mormon theology

rooted christian hermetic tradition beginnings europe

view although clear link between christian hermeticism early mormon

religion hermetic philosophy did find way america existing fragmented form

i180jon butler awash sea faith christianizing american people cambridge massachusetts
london harvard university press 1990 26970269 70

19
D michael quinn early mormonism magic world view salt lake city signature books

19871987ixix x 1271 27
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informed several strands early american religious thought these strands together

provided necessary symbols ideas rise early mormon cosmology 2021

hatch butler link mormon religion early american christianity quinn

brooke link alternative forms religious worship another book written

harold bloom goes much further american religion emergence post

christian nation bloom attempts define essence american religion

interesting project what even intriguing fact describing

certain elements within american culture seem permeate both religion

politics bloom then argues joseph smiths religious views ultimate

expression orphic enthusiastic gnostic american religion surprising

argument bloom somehow manages link mormon religion american

religious traditions southern baptism christian science even though these

different movements appear worlds apart terms theology practice

bloom correct appear joseph smiths religion heart integral

part american religious experience 21

maybe wasnt scholars willing focus america

political economic social cultural circumstances order explain rise

mormonism instead focusing clearly similarities between mormon religion

religious movements america focus differences according

20john L brooke Refiners fire making ofmormonmormon cosmology 164418441644 1844 cambridge
cambridge university press 1994 xiii xiv 27927 9

21
harold bloom american religion emergence post christian nation new york

london simon schuster 1992 455845 58 7912879 128 passim
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them fundamental radicalism built early mormon religion true

latter day saints accepted basic tenets christianity america

true willing alter these beliefs order create themselves

new world theology own thus philip barlow pointed quite correctly

mormonscormons bible believing christians difference mormonscormons did

believe bible word god early june 1830 joseph smith began

process translationretranslationre order bring bible mormon standards truth

similarly thomas alexander argued early mormon theology originally quite

close protestants time developed something uniquely

mormon 22

scholars pushed interpretation even farther jan shipps

example book mormonism story new religious tradition argued

mormonism represents new religious tradition america just christianity

first century AD reordering certain judaic values new religious

tradition mormon religion reordering certain christian american values

new american religious tradition world wide implications similar argument

made richard bushman book joseph smith beginnings

mormonism view joseph smith best understood person outgrew

culture words restoration continued smith abandoned much

22 philip L barlow mormonscormons bible new york oxford university press 1991 12 thomas
alexander reconstruction monmormonmonnonnon doctrine joseph smith progressive theology
sunstone 5 july august 1980 24 27
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american cultural heritage words becoming prophet became less

less american 23

essentially both shipps bushman argue mormonism truest

form exceptional religion new world religion though exhibits certain

elements past religious cultural values better interpreted new unique

religious movement american society controversial argument many

scholars american religion shown great willingness accept mark noll

example survey american canadian religious history wrote

smiths religion drew themes prominent early national period
including republican conception world order democratic belief
ability common people grasp religious truth even
mormonism represented new religious movement dependent upon
traditions jews christians view adherents
transcending these traditions

echoing noll irving hexham argued while mormonism indigenous

religious movement incorporates american values self reliance pragmatism

progress democracy differences between teachings utah mormonscormons

traditional christianity great accurately called new

religion 2421

0ebee09000 0

23 jan shipps mormonism story new religious tradition urbana chicago university
illinois press 1985 46 richard L bushman joseph smith beginnings mormonism urbana

chicago university illinois press 1984 7

24 mark noll history christianity unitedunitedstatesstates grand rapids michigant william B

eerdmans publishing 1992 196 irving Hexhexharnhexhamharn monmormonismnonismeonism dictionary christianity
america ed daniel G reid downers grove illinois inter varsity press 1990 7767776 7
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scholars clearly disagree fundamental nature early mormon religion

product social cultural milieu others represents

entirely new religion sorts yet despite impasse seems agree

early nineteenth century mormonism ways similar way different

relation american religions period

why why mormonism incorporate many aspects belief

many different religious movements what made early mormonism

fundamentally different yet remarkably similar definitive answers

perplexing questions these many historians tried failed come

terms complexity religion should surprise however social

cultural movements typically complex multifaceted development

evolution early mormon religion exception thus left broad

range plausible interpretations

having said however I1 still believe opportunity solve long

lasting riddle much same way conflict between william joseph smith

serves illustrate existence multiple discourses early mormon religion

wide range opinions regarding nature early mormon religion reminds us again

various conflicting symbols existed simultaneously new world religion put

simply scholars struggle agree fundamental nature new world religion

mormonscormons many things once american un american

embraced republican prophetic symbols simultaneously despite fact

two categories conflicted
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inner tension necessarily problem however fact number

historians pointed existence same type phenomenon

historical groups employing various types literary theory focused

multiple discourses within communities means explaining apparent ironies

incongruities often do exist within these groups drawing upon work then

now new set tools interpret mormon past using

discourse theory our starting point learn early mormon world view

developed 1830 consisted several disparate strands thought language

symbol early mormon religion voice god represented prophet

joseph smith mormon prophet became latter day saints modernmodem moses

abraham result book ofmormonmormon doctrine covenants became

sacred mormon symbols gods word 225 alongside evolving discourse

prophecy remnants discourses remained intact historians pointed

instance early latter day saints often sounded much same christian

primitivists 226 intensely millenarian republican views 2721

fact early mormonism contained within various symbols values drawn

several preexistingpre existing discourses exceptional these saints religious

25jc jan shipps discussed importance symbols early mormonmonnon religion see shipps
mormonism xiii

26 dan vogel religious seekers advent mormonism salt lake city signatureC books
1988 254254125 4411 richard T hugheszaz1

C leonard allenalienailen illusions innocence protestant primitivism
america 163018751630 1875 chicago london university chicago press 1988 1356135 6

7727grant underwood millenarianism early mormon mind journal mormon history 9

1982 41241 2 kenneth H winn exiles land oflibertyliberty mormonscormons america 183018461830 1846 chapel
hill university north carolina press 1989 406240 62
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beliefs behaviors language derivative discourses america each

possessing unique series values language constructions

type literary approach mormon history emphasizes multiple

discourses within early LDS religion useful least two reasons first

examination multiple discourses early mormonism help us unravel many

ironies inherent LDS theology using approach instance

better able come terms complex events establishment council

fifty joseph smiths presidential campaign even destruction nauvoo

expositor even importantly approach allows us focus

multiple discourses within early mormon religion provide us simple solution

our previously mentioned historiographical problem realize early

mormonism developed already existing sea alternate discourses should

surprise Monnonmormonismism developed response certain trends within american

society should balk notion mormon religion certain

respects product american heritage shares various social groups

america common history nor should reject outright theses bushman

shipps indeed mormonism things situated vast sea competing

discourses these early saints draw upon many different symbols express

fears ambitions sound like republicans primitive christians

democrats liberal americans enamored revolutionary heritage

these different discourses existed within american society quite possible

mormonscormons draw upon symbols constructing own world view
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sense then mormonscormons products contemporary culture

take existing discourses rearrange redefine terms way

become something new certain ways exceptional words early mormonscormons

many things once ways products political social

economic circumstances ways represented new departure

past

wewe0000e

dual nature early mormonism again points us clash discourses

LDS theology clash provides interpretive framework my thesis

first chapter instance explores implications emerging prophetic

discourse LDSLIDSlloslios theology second then traces persistence american symbols

effect early mormon behavior admittedly clear connection

between these two sections each takes different tack focusing our attention

two separate discourses early mormon religion both illustrate way

competing symbols acted together shape minds actions those embraced

mormon gospel doing help us answer important

historiographical questions regarding nature early mormonism importantly

however again remind us inherent complexity new world religion

question ask simple mormonscormons something new something old

disguised something new say certain perhaps best answer
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ambiguous early period ofldsoflasLDS church history least

something both



CHAPTER TWO

THUS SAITH LORD

non mormon scholars often difficult time coming terms what

see pervasive blind obedience blind faith built mormon religion

cannot understand why many latter day saints eager listen prophet

follow counsels without question them puzzle accustomed

liberal rhetoric modernmodem america idea prophet leader like moses seems them

antithetical strange

indeed americans religion profoundly individual experience

relationship god intensely personal spiritual seeing tendency

scholars american religion gone far argue essence modern

american religion appeal popular individual nathan hatch

example argued fundamental characteristic nineteenth century american

religion democratic populist nature view people did come

church america churches came people

I1 agree least part major reasons christianization

america during early decades nineteenth century ability various

denominations respond needs members early LDS religion too fit

inathananathannathan hatch democratization ofamericanamerican christianity new haven london yale
university press 1989 210219210 219
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type democratic framework hatch himself presents ample evidence

defense argument 2 must push type analysis too far

another dimension new world religion far less democratic flavor

although hatch may right link joseph smith mormonism growing

democratic spirit nineteenth century america populism oftentimes

overshadowed another important element early mormon theology

emphasizes instead role prophets prophetic authority

second element early mormon theology represents prophetic discourse

LDS religion did exist beginning first years restoration

prophet figure existed joseph smith early members church translator

first elder true early saints did use term prophet refer joseph smith

definition 1830 far ambiguous became 1844 3

time concrete meaning began take shape process occurred new

discourse emerged mormon theology fundamentally alter ideological

foundations mormon religion

emerging discourse major symbol limited thoughts

ideas values man very center prophet joseph smith latter day

saints believed voice voice god speaking people

believed smiths values beliefs became important force shaping minds

22ibidbibidibid 113122113 122

ad3dD michael quinn mormon hierarchy origins ofpowerpower salt lake city sigSicsignaturesicnaturenature books
association smith research associates 1994 898 9
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thoughts those believed put simply joseph smith joseph smiths

persona large part determined values ideals others patterned

own ways thinking stake salvation souls minds many

early latter day saints teachings became means end

reason listened obeyed prophets voice

willingness obey voice joseph smith eventually become

potent discourses early mormonism fact might argue prophetic

discourse became essence mormon faith mormon theology course

continued develop years brigham young lorenzo snow heber J grant

joseph fielding smith several mormon prophet leaders added own

views preaching prophetic discourse within mormon religion

multiplication authorities particular discourse far complex our

modem world regardless complexity must try come terms

discourse emphasizes prophetic authority order fully understand nature

modem LDS religion must first understand role prophets play minds

those believe

wewe0000

possible means dealing prophetic discourse early mormon

religion through examining lives those struggled many modern

latter day saints especially those remain active faith goes almost

unnoticed modem day prophecy become builtinbuilt facet mormon world view
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always those cannot deal implications unique

discourse within mormonmonnon theology them refuse bend demands

emerging force within mormon religion others offer alternative definitions

expanding role either case however concerns reveal much scope

power emerging discourse within early mormon religion

chapter examine lives three men david whitmer

oliver cowdery honest believers restored gospel christ several years

remained true faith yet never quite bring themselves accept fully

new mormon discourse time rejected outright sidney rigdon

believed church jesus christ grew radical beliefs

practices too found himself wavering fall like cowderysCowderys whitmerswhittersWhitmers

however rigdon did reject prophetic discourse mormon religion instead

attempted redirect joseph smiths death offered saints alternative

future mind voice joseph smith continue through voice

sidney rigdon others disagreed however future course

prevail rigdon too found himself outcast

david oliver dissented sidney offered instead alternative future

each case outcome same three fell away each struggled way

another come terms emerging discourse within mormon theology each

proposed own solution problem unfortunately various remedies proved

incompatible symbols emerging prophetic discourse early mormon
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religion though three believed divinity restoration found

themselves favor others believed prophet

life stories attempts vocalize these concerns then

gain sense nature origins extent emerging prophetic

voice importantly gain important insight development

early mormon religion early history church jesus christ latter day

saints clash discourses occurred competing symbols definitions struggled

preeminence new religion took shape firestormfirestorm new discourse

emerged fundamentally shape define mormon religion theology

restoration primitive church

1887 david whitmer wrote published address believers

pamphlet divided two sections first addressed non believers

restored gospel second directed those believed book mormon

true specifically those still accepted prophetic claims joseph

smith second section concerns us here david left church

jesus christ fifty year earlier those never knew him perhaps

forgotten these years life witness book mormon

determined go unheard david wanted set record straight

importantly hoped explain those still believed teachings joseph

smith self imposed exile church christ
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fully understand explanation however necessary first recount

early experience member restored church david involved

smith almost beginning restoration joseph smith oliver cowdery

finished translation book mormon whitmer home june 1829

david became three witnesses same month baptized

ordained office elder year later april 6 1830 became six

founders church christ 4 like joseph too ordained priesthood

god too witnessed firsthand work translation too saw gold plates

interpreters breastplate compass 5 first years restoration

then david shared many same experiences blessings given joseph

smith words become something equal prophet partner

you work

later years alter relationship somewhat spring 18323 2

whitmer family moved ohio missouri david witnessed firsthand

trials suffering persecution upon shoulders fell responsibility lead

mormon resistance against missourian foes 18318344 appointed president

church missouri despite continued leadership began struggle

discovered along brother john whitmer oliver

4davidcdaviddavid whitmer address believers witness divine authenticity book
mormon richmond missouri npap 1887 323 2

5richardarichardrichard lloyd anderson investigating book mormon witnesses salt lake city deseret book
company 1981 679267 92 see preston nibley witnesses book mormon salt lake city
stevens & wallis 1946 6110461 104
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cowdery sold land jackson county missouri saints voted david off-iceoffice

short time later second list charges presented far west high council

against former president according charges david violated word

wisdom even worse corresponded dissenters kirtland citing

lack jurisdiction part high council whitmer refused appear before

judicial proceeding regardless protests april 13 1818388 high council

excommunicated him apostasy 6

accusations made against david whitmer far west do tell us something

falling away true know 1838 david longer supported

church teachings first years restoration closely

associated prophet joseph smith participated many

important events leading establishment restored church time

geographical spiritual distance developed between two growing distance

between david Whiwhitmertiner joseph smith does explain fully davids falling away

important us consider davids own explanation offered address

believers mind leaving due fact church left

longer true early drifted error what once church jesus christ

now become church joseph smith

accusation full bitterness indignation especially towards

prophet yet looks beyond emotion filled rhetoric david whitmerswhittersWhitmers address

6josephajosephjoseph smith history church ofjesusjesus christ oflatterlatter dayyay saints ed B H roberts salt lake
city deseret book 1980 3189318 9 see brigham H roberts comprehensive history church
ofjesusjesus christ latter day saints century I1 saitsatsalt lake city desert news press 1930 1 4301430 1 4346434 6
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reveals something very important church abandoned early spring

1838 read text carefully begin see joseph smith

man bothered david joseph smith prophet

say however say david rejected outright early works

joseph smith david still believed honestly joseph translated book

mormon how dispute what seen own eyeseyes7 regardless

continued confidence authenticity mormon scripture something

gone terribly wrong church explaining how church established

beginning how drifted error david wrote

june 1829 translation book mormon finished god
gave us holy word left us men work our own salvation

set order church christ according written word left us
men receive spirit walked worthy receive spirit
guides men truth spirit man guides man error god

given us book mormon few revelations 1829 same
means book translated commanding us rely upon written word

establishing church did part left us do our part
guided holy ghost walked worthy receive 8

according david then work translation work god

book mormon completed god left joseph smith others men

men prophets now given commission continue work building

church led holy spirit now establish church

prophecy according written word according david then

several historians dealt subject davids continued belief book mormon
despite disaffection church see example anderson investigating book mormon
witnesses 749074 90 nibley book ofmormonmormon witnesses 6510465 104

whinnerthinner address believers 3010
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book mormon completed few revelations hand revelations received

through same interpreters used translate gold plates church christ

established

davids eyes word god fulnessfalness revealed

work building church commence building kingdom

work men words davids eyes joseph smith man led

spirit course different

unfortunately whitmer joseph accept limits new role

davids view young mormon leader aspired become something

translator desired prophet too members church

foolishly accepted new office errors began creep church declension

easily explained however according whitmer beginning walked

humble worthy receive great portion spirit god guided

rightly first establishing church then began drift errors

heeded our own desires too much unwilling follow gods spirit relying

own desires saints began drift away word god instead

chose follow voice man claimed lords mouthpiece

result heresy

translation book mormon finished early spring
1830 before april 6thath joseph gave stone oliver cowdery told me
well rest through did use stone

said through work god given him gift perform
except preach gospel revelations came through joseph
smith mouth piece enquire lord pray ask
concerning matter speak revelation thought
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revelation lord manner through brother joseph mouth
piece came every revelation establish new doctrines offices
disagree new covenant book mormon new testamenttestament9testaments9

lords mouthpiece then came error truth words acaccordingcordina

david church christ fell leader claimed something

translation book mormon completed joseph became

prophet god man like unto moses abraham saints now revealed line

upon line precept upon precept doing according david least church

christ became something less true

falling away truth occurred saints first sustained joseph

smith prophet seer revelator april 30 18318300 altogether

josephs doing according david early members church like

children israel wanting king joseph became leader blinded own

spiritual weakness saints looked joseph smith prophet guide

result accepted array strange doctrines practices eventually

proved destruction final landing majority them salt lake valley

polygamy believing leader received revelation god practice

abomination 10

whitmer then joseph smith prophet joseph smith charlatan yes

translator first elder church christ

appointed moses abraham put simply idea latter day prophet

9ibidbibidbid 32

oibidorbidOIIbidbidibid3434
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figure ruled saints god rankled david too much bear

eyes church christ church gods elect church men

equal book mormon bible together contained word god along

few revelations given through same interpreters used translate gold

plates according written word church christ restored

fullness everything else man made those later revelations came through

lords mouthpiece dissimulationssimulationsdis truth symbols error revelations

altered office high priest instituted name church

changed saints sustained joseph prophet seer revelator

church

according address then david left church bring

himself accept notion joseph smith living prophet believe

josephs voice gods voice put simply rejected outright emerging

prophetic discourse yes remained faithful member church nine years

1829 1838 during period never able accept second calling given

joseph smith lords mouthpiece whitmer then matter

time revelations altered office high priest instituted

gathering israel introduced law consecration established these

additions word god these adulteration true church became greater

I1 I1

ibid 37 457545 75 passim



greater burden soul 12 thus faced dissension persecution

missouri left

wewe0000

perhaps reason davids refusal accept josephs prophetic calling

christian primitivism like many early latter day saints hoped restoration

primitive church reason restoration captured imagination

like others took seriously promise god establish church

LIKE UNTO CHURCH TAUGHT MY DISCIPLES

DAYS OLD 13 david soon discovered restoration simply

primitive design yes saints did believe church designed

same organization existed primitive church 14 time changes

made little apparent sanction biblical mormon verse

primitivist expecting restoration new testament church these later changes

probably seemed quite drastic david

christian primitivism became obstacle davids path before push

idea far must note christian primitivism prophets mutually

exclusive concepts primitivist david believed prophets too used term

refer joseph smith whitmerswhittersWhitmers definition dissimilar definition

12
ibid 35656627165662713535656656 6271

13
lbibidid6060

14 smith history church 4541
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employed joseph smith david Whiwhitmertiner like many others believed gifts

spirit him prophet man spoke prophecy gift given

those believed himself pointed

brother joseph gave many true prophesies humble before god
many brethren did I1.11 give you names

many gave great prophesies came pass I1 name few
brothers ziba peterson hiram page oliver cowdery parley P pratt orson pratt
peter whitmer christian whitmer john whitmer myself many others

gift prophesy hiram page prophesied few days before states fell
november 1833 stars fall heaven frighten many people

prophesy given my presence 15

david then gift prophesy gift spoken new testament

gift god given saints calling reserved joseph alone words

david whitmerswhittersWhitmers conception joseph smiths role prophet based

christian primitivist understanding restoration

conflict definitions then find clash symbols certain degree

christian primitivism existed early mormonmonnon religion 16 even detected

joseph smiths own writings prophets early journals entry dated

november 29 183218332 wrote evening brother frederic prophecyedProphecyed next spring

I1 should go city ofpittsburgpittsburg establish bishopwrickBishopwrick within year 1I

15 whitmer address 32

16 many scholars examined primitivist discourse early LDS theologyI1
see example dan

vogel religious seekers advent ofmormonismmormonism salt lake city signature books 1988 254254125 4411

richard T hughes C leonard alienallenailen illusions innocence primitivism america 1630 1875
chicago london university chicago press 1988 13352133 52 marvin hill shaping

mormon mind new england new york BYU studies 9 spring 1969 3518351 8 leonard J

arrinarringtonton davis bitton mormon experience history latter day saints 2nd edurbanaed LJ rbanaUrbana

chicago university illinois press 1992 283028 30
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should go city new york 17 two years beinbeing9 ordained oliver cowderycowden

prophet seer revelator unto church joseph still recognized others

right prophecy put simply still allowed existence prophets defined

david whitmer within early mormon religion word prophet dual

meaning sense word prophet propheciedprophesied spirit

god church developed further prophet became lords chosen

servant people words early LDS theology division emerged between

concepts prophecy prophetic authority right prophesy remained

domain members equally same time role prophet leader

reserved man alone though saints prophesy restored church

christ prophet lord him alone came divine

revelation whole church

second meaning word prophet david struggled

implied new prophetic discourse many ways dissimilar primitivist discourse

david recognized concerning josephs calling prophet seer revelator

early revelation read

behold shall record kept among you thou shalt called
seer translator prophet apostle jesus christ elder church
through god father grace our lord jesus christ being
inspired holy ghost lay foundations thereof build unto

holy faith wherefore meaning church thou shalt give heed unto
words commandments shall give unto you receivethreceiveth

them walking holiness before me word ye shall receive

17 joseph smith diary 183218341832 1834 dean C jessee ed personal writings prophet
joseph smith salt lake city deseret book company 1984 16 frederick G williams time
serservingvincy

1
joseph smiths scribe
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mine own mouth patience faith doing these things gates
hell shall prevail against you 18

word shall ye receive mine own mouth dated april 618306 1830

revelation marked beginnings prophetic discourse mormon religion before

time joseph translator visited angels

given priesthood authority act gods name april 6 1830

accepted many followers seer revelator lords anointed

prophet like moses josephs voice now voice god david accustomed

instead primitivist definition word prophet simply reconcile

himself new dimension restored gospel jesus christ

second elder

david Whiwhitmertiner person struggle emerging prophetic

discourse oliver cowdery too found difficult adjust new element within

mormon religion like david too privy many important

events early church history served josephs scribe through much book

mormon translation process may 15 1829 received joseph smith

aaronic priesthood under hands john baptist later same day

baptized joseph smith susquehanna river eleven months later april 6

183018330 sustained saints second elder restored church christ

i 018 book commandments government church christ organized according
law ath6th ofaprilofarrilapril 1830 independence missouri W W phelps & company 1833 XXII 1166
see smith history church 1 78978 9 doctrine covenants 2116211 6
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each these early incidents highlight oliver close association prophet joseph

smith later years see him gain increased responsibility influence

18318344 cowdery ordained joseph smith assistant president church

christ april 3 1836 received joseph keys kingdom

god 19

despite vast experience however oliver struggled accept joseph smiths

prophetic role heart problem ambiguity ofcowderyscowderysCowderys position

early church april 6 1830 joseph smith became first elder oliver became

second examine oliver cowderysCowderys experience church

wonder truly understood what taken place term second may mean many

things many people prophetic discourse emerged took shape

distance between first second became almost infinite oliver cowdery found

division impossible accept yes too held keys speak god

joseph did spokesman missionary preacher

prophet word made difference world

meaning word second then contributed

conflict between joseph smith oliver cowdery eventually olivers expulsion

church unlike david oliver appeared first willing embrace joseph

19
anderson investigating book mormon witnesses 516351 63 nibley witnesses book

mormon33mormon 334133 41 see phillip R legg oliver Cowdcowderyety elusive second elder restoration
independence missouri herald publishing house 1989 35443544474835 444447474847 48 86 1023102 3 stanley R gunn

oliver cowdery secondelderSeconsecond dEldereldereiderdeider andscribescribe salt lake city bookcraft 1962 416541 65 697269 72 124 1335133 5

mary bryant alverson mehling
Z

cowdrey cowdery cowdray genealogy apnp 1905 174 1778177 8
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smiths prophetic calling never quite come terms implications

emerging discourse mormon religion

inability may product earlier experience before

church organized long before saints accepted oliver second elder

joseph first too prophesied may 15 1829 receiving

aaronic priesthood john baptist oliver cowdery joseph smith

commanded angel baptized did according joseph

sooner I1 baptized oliver cowdery holy ghost fell upon him
stood prophesied many things shortly come pass

again soon I1 baptized him I1 spirit prophesy
standing I1 propheciedprophesied concerning rise church many

things connected church generation 20

occasion both men prophesied name lord words

days before church established oliver joseph shared almost same

roles joseph first elder oliver second distance between these

two men minor detail

then came establishment church christ april 6 1830 joseph

smith received revelation god declaring smith prophet seer revelator

church oliver calling given him however instead distance

between these two men increased rather dramatically true meaning second

though still ambiguous beginning take shape result increasing tension

between two men

20 joseph smith history 1839 dean jessee ed papers josephofjoseph smith vol I11 salt lake
city deseret book company 1989 292911 see smith history church 14242
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first sign conflict came july 1830 apparently joseph smith

taken upon himself change earlier revelations perhaps oliver

expected much even alteration particular bothered him immensely

1829 cowdery commanded establish set articles covenants

church christ obeyed first draft what later known

doctrine covenants 20 verse regarding qualifications necessary those

desiring baptism church christ read follows now therefore whosoever

repentethrepenteth & humblethhumbleth himself before me & desirethdes ireth baptized my name shall ye

baptize them 21 something particular reading did sit well joseph

smith however prophet took liberty add few lines admittedly

clear exactly what changes smith made articles finally published

1831833 same verse now read

behold whosever humblethhumbleth himself before god desirethdesireth baptized
comes forth broken heart contrite spirit witwitnessethwdtnessethnesseth unto
church truly repented sins willing take upon
them name christ having determination serve him unto end
truly manifest works received spirit christ unto
remission sins then shall received unto baptism church
christ 22

clearly smiths version differs original authored oliver cowdery

particular phrase truly manifest works received spirit

christ unto remission sins oliver found harmony

21 oriaoriginalinalinai revelation reprinted robert J woodford historical development
doctrine covenants vol I11 phd diss brigham

1
young

41 university 1974 2879287 9

22 book commandments XXVIXXVL 30 see doctrine covenants 20 3377
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understanding restored gospel response second elder wrote letter

joseph commanding him name god erase those words priestcraft

amongst us 112323 accordinaccordiaAcaccordingcordin9 oliver joseph erred eyes josephs words

sacred olivers both speak name lord both

prophesy make change revelations without others consent

seemed him violation gods

joseph responded quickly challenge reply smith wrote back

demanding what authority oliver took upon himselhimselffl command me alter

erase add diminish revelation commandment almighty god

asking oliver what authority second elder command first joseph

now staked own claim exclusive prophetic authority mind alone

right alter erase add diminish revelation latter day

saint authority god

unfortunately scolding did put end conflict oliver yet

willing acquiesce prophets authority few days later joseph

smith paid visit wayward friend discovered minor mutiny works

oliver offended now whitmer family well arms

matter

few days afterwards I1 visited oliver whitmerswhittersWhitmers family I1 found
family general opinion concerning words above quoted ie

changes made joseph revelations without both labor
perseverance I1 prevail them reason calmly subject
however christian whitmer length got convinced reasonable

23 smith history 1839 320 see smith history church 1 1045104 5
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according scripture finally assistance I1 succeeded bringing
whitmer family oliver cowdery acknowledge

error sentence dispute accordance rest
commandment 24

conflict between oliver joseph nature emerging prophetic

discourse boiled side oliver party supporters

joseph what must lengthy heated discussion

matter smith convinced offended party oliver fact wrong

josephs conception revelation correct

fortunately dispute settled amicably clash wills between

first second elders church remained close surface short time

later fact close friend olivers early convert church name

hiram page obtained himself seer stone receiving various

revelations regarding upbuildingbuilding ofzionzion order church &cac &cac

entirely variance order gods house laid down new

testament well our late revelations 252 here again challenge josephs

authority antinomian controversy hiram page follower became prophet

seer revelator make matters even worse whitmer family oliver

cowdery believed these new revelations

clearly second elder did yet understand meaning term prophet

joseph smith intended used instead cowderysCowderys definition seemed

24 smith history 1839 11 320 see smith history church 11051 105

25 smith history 1839 32231223322122 3 see smith history church 11108910891108108 9
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keeping david whitmerswhittersWhitmers primitivist version what needed

clear definition line between prophet saint should surprise

therefore second crisis authority set stage new revelation defining

clarity calling joseph smith meaning prophetic discourse

mormonism addressed oliver directly dated september 1830 revelation

read

behold I1 say unto you oliver shall appointed receive
commandments revelations church excepting my servant joseph

receivethreceiveth them even moses thou shalt obedient unto things
I1 shall give unto him even aaron declare faithfully

commandments revelations power authority unto church
thou shalt command him thy head head

church I1 given him keys mysteries revelations
sealed until I1 shall appoint unto them another stead 26

according revelation man appointed god receive commandments

revelation church put simply joseph lead alone held keys

mysteries god alone speak god oliver cowdery hiram page

others members church christ

said exact meaning prophetic role now settled those

accepted revelations joseph smith represented voice god spoken

chosen servant prophet speak god words distance

between first second elders church now became infinite

cowdery appeared accept second place standing however soon

repented earlier rebellions persuaded hiram page others

26 book ofcommandmentscommandments XXX 161 6 see doctrine covenants 28 171 7
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revelations stone false even act submission place

church secure prophetic discourse mormon religion emerged

took shape olivers voice became less less important even appointed

assistant president church holding joseph keys kingdom

speak same authority joseph man church christ

rightly say thus saith lord unique status afforded prophet joseph

smith again led tension between these two men amidst persecutions

dissensions racked church missouri two competing visions kingdom

god again clashed end oliver like david found himself exile

oliver remained relatively quiet until early spring 183818-3 8 things again

came head rumors joseph smiths alleged infidelity bothered second elder

immensely added burden growing list radical doctrines

now being introduced 272 rumors doctrinal innovations

problems facing oliver missouri created own troubles together david

whitmer leading men cowdery sold land jackson county

act angered many saints later questioned regarding apparent

transgression oliver refused respond response april 7 1838 seymour

brunson presented high council far west series nine charges against cowdery

including seeking destroy character president joseph smith jun falsely

insinuating guilty adultery denying faith declaring

27 detailed account causes leading oliver cowderysCowderys dissension see legg oliver
cowderyCowdety elusive second elder 109 1203120 3
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governed ecclesiastical authority revelation whatever selling

lands jackson county contrary revelation 2821

these charges true reveal chasm now separated oliver

prophet joseph smith oliver disaffected rebellious spirit

pervades letter written response charges dated april 12 1838 oliver wrote

I1 wished those charges might deferred until my
interview president smith I1 must waive anticipated
pleasure I1 flattered myself understanding those points

grounds different opinions church regulations others
personally interest myself

fifth charge reads follows selling land jackson county
contrary revelations much charge selling lands
jackson county I1 acknowledge true believe large majority
church already spent judgementjudgement act pronounced
sufficient warrant disfellowship you concurred
correctness consequently 1I1 good reason supposing you give

decision contrary
now sir lands our country allodialodial strictest construction

feudal tenures attached them consequently may disposed deeds
conveyance without consent even approbation superior 2921

unconcerned future status church cowdery readily admitted

charge defense however argued neither prophet nor anyone else

matter command him matters own mind concerning

matters right sell land where pleased without

consent even approbation superior

280 minutes trial including list charges filed against cowdery originally recorded

far west record see donald Q cannon lyndon W cook eds far west record Afiminutesnutes
church ofjesusjesus christ oflatterlatter dayyay saints 183018441830 1844 salt lake city deseret book company 1983

1629162 9 see smith history church 316

29 ibid 317
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said oliver next responded fourth charge denied

faith declaring governed ecclesiastical authority

pretended revelation whatever contrary my ownjudgementown judgementjudgement again cowdery

admitted charge again asserted rights

beingbeingstillstill my opinion 1I1 shall remark three great principles
english liberty laid down books right personal security
right personal liberty right private property my venerable ancestor

among little band landed rocks plymouth 1620 him
brought those maxims body those laws result

experience many centuries basis now stands our great
happy government interwoven my nature long
inculcated my mind liberal intelligent ancestry I1 am wholly
unwilling exchange them anything less liberal less benevolent less
free 30

response both fourth fifth charges then oliver presented himself both

republican american incensed constraints prophetic discourse

asserted individual rights him dictates joseph smith violated

rights life liberty property already way oliver now lashed

accusing prophet abrogating rights saints do what pleased

properties sacred liberties 31

olivers argument couched republican rhetoric makes interesting

contrast between two different discourses shaped early mormon world view

though many grievances air growing opposition

leadership joseph smith particular occasion said nothing regardingad4d

30 ibidIbidS3 18

31 see kenneth H winn exiles land oflibertyliberty mormonscormons america J 83018309308301846183018461846 chapel
hill london university north carolina press 1989 121122121 122
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things remained quiet example regarding charge preached

joseph smith committed adultery instead focused letter what him

absurd notion must submit prophetic counsel regarding right own

sell land put simply pitted discourse republicanism against discourse

prophecy ditch attempt limit influence emerging prophetic

discourse within ideological framework ofmormonismmormonism unfortunately

contest 1838 values american republicanism paled comparison

symbols prophetic authority

wewe0000

experiences david whitmer oliver cowdery quite revealing

sense both these men left church same time both put paper

grievances essentially neither man accept joseph smiths prophetic role

though david chose explain opposition using symbols democracy

christian primitivism contrast olivers use republican type rhetoric

essence argument same both rejected emerging prophetic

discourse mormon religion

david whitmer used primitivist democratic rhetoric oliver cowdery

republican sounding critique mormon religion what matters here

particular grievances per se rather what grievances tell us nature

early mormonism order explain concerns these men employed certain

symbols values seemed them contrast those ideas symbols
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rejected words critique mormon religion offers us least

part definition emerging prophetic discourse

realizing probably say simply prophetic discourse

undemocratic antirepublicananti republican something less primitive

christian sense do however mean must accept whitmer

cowderysCowderys arguments face value perhaps right perhaps wrong

probably accurate argue instead prophetic discourse

sometimes undemocratic sometimes republicanantirepublicananti sometimes radical

heart prophet joseph smith speaking god mormon prophet

democraticantidemocraticanti republicanantirepublicananti appear authoritarian exclusive

reason oliver cowdery david whitmer able express

grievances using republican democratic rhetoric

joseph smith too speak republican tongue too act

democratic fashion throughout lifetime fact prophet praised american

constitution pleaded continually protection saints republican rights

oftentimes presented himself others son liberty true cannot

simply label prophetic discourse antidemocraticanti democratic antirepublicananti republican rather

should define voice god speaking those believed put simply whether

believe message restored church whether believe joseph smith

charlatan divine prophet doesnt matter what matters historians

understand within mormon religion particular discourse existed many early

saints believed voice god speaking through lords prophet
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believed voice gods discourse became potent force shaping

minds believe certain ways words historians want understand

these early saints must understand believed god speaking them

through prophets voice desire obey accepted those words

eternal saving truth shaped lives minds accordingly point

our analysis david whitmer oliver cowdery serves illustrate

negative neither these men believe joseph smith everything

claimed accept alone spoke word god

juxtaposed own democratic republican rhetoric against smiths godly

pronouncements words failed persuade failed arrest

developments new prophetic discourse great deal strength

own discourse comparison growing potency word prophecy spoken

prophet joseph smith

guardianguardians propheprophet

oliver cowdery david whitmer found difficult accept joseph smiths

new role prophet seer revelator reason eventually abandoned

church restoration sidney rigdon suffered different fate unlike oliver

david accepted divinely appointed role joseph smith time

found himself less less able support prophets heavenly counsels eyes

smith radically altered future course church christ instead

following example earlier apostates rigdon chose subtle form protest
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though struggled prophets later teachings leave

church nor criticize openly nor do I1 think intended course

principles values ofmormonismmormonism become engrained psyche

dissent option second solution available leave

church instead propose alternative future words redirect

course LDS restoration thus returning church former state

accomplish task however too need play role prophet leader

rigdon joined church november 1830 privy those

earlier experiences shared both oliver cowdery david whitmer own

experience make difference fact month member

church rigdon became influential members december rigdon

close friend name edward partridge visited joseph smith

fayette new york while joseph smith received revelation outlining

calling new convert mormonism addressed directly sidney revelation

counseled

commandment I1 give unto thee thou shalt write him
scriptures shall given even mine own bosom salvation
mine own elect hear my voice shall see me shall
asleep shall abide day my coming shall purified even I1

am pure now I1 say unto you tarry joseph smith shall journeyj ourneybourney
you forsake him surely these things shall fulfilled inasmuch

ye do write behold shall given unto him prophesy thou shalt
preach my gospel call holy prophets prove words shall

given him 3212

32 book commandments XXXVIXXX VI 12125121 25 see doctrine covenants 3352023520233520520 23
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month embracing restored gospel rigdon called serve

scribe spokesman prophet joseph smith second elder

oliver cowdery calling important nonetheless several

years rigdon close associate smith wherever joseph went sidney went 33

perhaps endearing quality ability preach served both

baptist campbellite preacher before conversion conversion

sidney known among saints orator scriptural genius joseph smith

once described him very great good man man great power words

gain friendship hearers very quick man whom god uphold

continue faithful calling 3431 yet oratorical power little merit

compared josephs prophetic calling rigdon speak well reason

commanded act spokesman defender prophet never

allowed act prophet role reserved man

rigdon accepted however during years service erred

once 1818322 small gathering saints proclaimed keys

kingdom rent church statement caused small panic among those

attending seemed suggesting kingdom god again lost

earth joseph smithsettledsmith settled matter quickly response prophet stripped

rigdon license until repented error point forward rigdon

33 richard van wagoner
I1

sidney rigdon portrait religious excess salt lake city signature

books 1994 62 717271 72 F mark mckiernanMcKiemankleman voice crying wilderness sidney rigdon
religious reformer 179318761793 1876 lawrence kansas coronado press 1971 293629 36 414441 44

34 joseph smith diary 183218341832 1834 21
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made attempt direct church sum believed what oliver cowdery

david whitmer man speak voice god

whole church 35

later years sidney continue follow precedent willingly

acquiesced even disagreed kirtland missouri content simply

act scribe preacher worked prophet inspired translation

bible taught gospel ministered saints what perhaps

greatest moment church saw joseph smith vision savior

three kingdoms god 3631

then came nauvoo new doctrines new practices new ideas

revealed sidney espouse even worse continual illness

found himself somewhat marginalized replaced first presidency affable

designing john C bennett cards now seemed stacked against him sick

suffered various psychoses time became outcast among those

once closest friends despite sufferings never ending

humiliation refused leave fold daughter nancy accused joseph

attempting seduce marry joseph smith removed him postmaster

alleged conspiracy john C bennett even prophet

35 lucy mack smith biographical sketches josephofjoseph smith prophet progenitorsorprogenitorsforProgenitorsorgor many
generations orem utah grandin book company 1995 1946194 6 see van wagoner sidney rigdon
1268126 8

36J joseph sidney shared vision february 16 118328 3 2 hiram ohio event recorded
joseph smith history church 1 24552245 52
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demanded release first presidency despite these challenges rigdon

refused leave maintained status even joseph smith longer supported

him people did 37

controversies faced however issue plural marriage

bothered rigdon practice devastated him later years 1844

rigdon distanced himself later write january 1845

introduction sign joseph smith fallen grace 338 conviction

enough drive him church like oliver cowdery david whitmer

too became concerned smiths prophetic role rigdon did come

open opposition practice during josephs lifetime instead chose different

course marginalized during nauvoo period part continued ill health

part unwillingness support prophets radical teachings

sidney waited time lay claim emerging prophetic discourse

restore church former state

least scholar argued rigdon made first attempt towards

end shortly before death joseph smith depending how reads sidney

rigdonsRigdons april 1844 conference address serve evidence rigdon now

37 mckiernanMc Kiemankleman voice crying wilderness 10101loi1011251 125 passim van wagoner sidney
rigdon 277329277 329 passinipassim

38 latter day saints messenger andadvocateaud advocate pittsburgh january 1 1845 see van wagoner
sidney rigdon 687236872336868 72 mckiernanMc Kiemankleman voice crying wilderness 1- 31341361344134 131366 daryl chase
sidney rigdon early mormon masters thesis university chicago 1931 1459145 9 thomas J

gregory sidney rigdon post nauvoo BYU studies 21 winter 1981 51 586058 60
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desired mantle leadership 39 clear evidence assertion

regardless veracity fact remains death joseph smith gave sidney

chance joseph murdered carthage jail june 1844 least issue

remained unsettled church anointed successor prophet9

question posed august 1844 answer crucial stake

future church hand sidney rigdon hand

brigham young twelve each party involved own vision

church jesus christ two men laid claim prophetic mantle both claimed

themselves legitimate successor prophet both presented themselves

before people

time martyrdom sidney away pittsburgh having called

serve mission joseph smith month later arrived nauvoo

august 3 next day preached saints sharing them vision

said lord shown him concerning situation church said must

guardian appointed build church joseph begun

trump card speak like prophet become heir throne 4041

admittedly notes sermon patchy entire sermon reduced

simply paragraph essence ofrigdonsrigdonsRigdons discourse plain nonetheless

instant sidney became prophet too recounting vision saints rigdon

39 ronald K esplin joseph brigham twelve succession continuity BYU studies 21

summer 19811981 32233322 3 rigdonsridonRigri donsdon remarks recorded smith history church 6 28896288 96

40 journal history church ofjesusjesus christ latter day saints unpublished manuscript LIDSLDS
church archives august 4 1844
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claimed thing said identical man ancient prophets

sung wrote rejoiced sent do identical work

theme prophets every preceding generation 41 here sidnesidney

rigdon claimed divine right successor leader church christ

mind least next prophet restoration words

offering himself guardian simply offering himself spokesman

identical man prophets ages past dreamed prophesied

others disagreed however two days later august 6 brigham young heber

C kimball wilford woodruff orson pratt arrived assessing situation

called meeting twelve high council high priests august 8

order hear case body rigdon presented case declaring again himself

guardian church said rigdon

shown unto me church must built joseph
blessings receive must come through him I1 ordained spokesman

joseph I1 must come nauvoo see church governed
proper manner joseph sustains same relationship church
always done man successor joseph

kingdom built jesus christ through joseph must
revelation still martyredmartyred prophet still head church everyevert
quorum should stand you stood your washings consecrations I1

consecrated spokesman joseph I1 commanded speak him
church disorganized though our head gone 4212

time rigdon chose words carefully mention prophecy

mention terrible things come vision must continue serve

41 ibid

42 ibid augustaucustauchst 8 1844
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spokesman indeed claimed man successor joseph

must careful read between lines here joseph gone sidney continue

spokesman prophet restoration according him must

revelation still give revelation church guardian sidney

words speaking joseph become joseph thus

couldnt act prophet seer revelator outright act voicevolce

joseph dead wasnt much difference

suggestion brigham young responded emphatically brief recess

future leader church jesus christ latter day saints took stand

line temple future course church right employ

prophetic discourse right speak name lord brigham replied

I1 do care leads church even though ann lee thing I1

must know what god I1 keys means
obtaining mind god 0 subject

joseph conferred upon our heads keys powers belonging
apostleship himself held before taken away man set
men get between joseph twelve world world

43come

response rigdonsRig dons claims divine authority brigham stated own

brethren twelve held keys mysteries god voice sidneyskidneysSidneys

voice lord

set alternatives saints faced breezy afternoon

august 8 1844 choose sidney guardianprophetguardian prophet brigham

youngyouner twelve stake everything joseph accomplished course

43 ibid bridahambrishambriaham younyouna
1

referreferringrinorinc
CI

ann lee leader shaker movement
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scholars argued many members church already knew what course

follow close association between members twelve prophet joseph

smith together twelves many years leadership prepared them follow

brigham young associates 44 past experience sufficient convince

church whole what required confirmation twelves divine

authority context event occurred settled issue many

latter day saints day number those present heard brigham youngyoungs

voicevolcevoicevolce voice joseph smith moreover saw face face fallen

prophet put simply voice god once spoken prophet joseph smith

now uttered brigham young latter day saints transfiguration

experience major turning point convinced them twelve chosen

god lead church others merely confirmation

already knew true 4515 regardless these differences perception what matters

us here impact event minds those listened

transfiguration occurred according many saints witnessed

mantle authority fell prophet another 46 them choice now

made easy knew certainty twelve should lead brigham young

spoken voice joseph smith therefore brigham young lords

44 esplin joseph brigham
1

twelve succession continuity 325

45 depth study range
1

perceptions regarding111 1 C transfigurationtransfiouration1I experience see
lynne watkins jorgensen mantle prophet joseph smith passes brother brigham
collective spiritual witness BYU studies 344 199671996 7 12834128 34

46 ibid 1258125 8 see james B alienallenailen glen M leonard story latter day saints 2n2nd ed
salt lake city deseret book company 1992 216 quinn origins power 1667166 7
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anointed servant sidney rigdon hand left pick pieces

shattered dream

00000o

two men each competing title prophet seer revelator squared off

resolve key question regarding future course church upon fell

mantle prophet found himself outcast wanderer brigham young

led saints west while rigdon hand excommunicated continuing

preach saints alone held keys 4717

even though rigdon ultimately failed attempt story does tells us

something way prophetic discourse evolved time

earlier opponents david whitmer cowdery juxtaposed republican

democratic discourse against symbols mormon prophecy did

early church republican democratic christian values still held great sway

minds those believers end joseph smithsmiths lifetime efficacy

these alternative discourses paled comparison influence discourse

prophecy thus while members continue leave church vocal

opposition dictates joseph smith pitting alternative symbols democracy

christian primitivism against symbols prophecy others chose instead offer

alternative prophetic discourse rerejectectact dictates prophetic leadership

still change course

47 times andseasonsseasons nauvoo illinois I11 october 1844
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Rigrigdondons protest falls second category remained true faith

during smithsmiths lifetime waited time speak joseph

once spoke time voice become voice god put simply

symbols prophetic discourse become engrained own world view

dissent option option then offer legitimate prophetic

alternative course joseph smith set put simply needed pit prophecy

against prophecy own vision future church against vision joseph smith

later claimed brigham young course rigdon latter day saint

attempt many others claimed similar authority joseph smiths death 48

them fact J J strang perhaps successful 499 rigdonsRigdons close

association prophet made him serious threat apostolic succession rigdon

knew what saints wanted needed understood nature prophetic

discourse used offering competing visionvision future church

why did young prevail answer simple rigdonsRigdons alternative did

square what saints believed short did speak voice joseph

what overlooked fact prophetic voice joseph smith did die

many latter day saints come accept voice god

become integral part what I1 called emerging prophetic discourse early

48 comprehensive analysis possible succession options see quinn origins qfpowerpower 187-
243 D michael quinn mormon succession crisis of18441844 BYU studies 16 winter 1976
187233187 233

49Ststrangrangs prophetic claims presented roger van noord king ofbeaverbeaver island life
assassination ofjamesjamesjamey jessee strangstrong urbana chicago university illinois press 1988 1111 11 33-
47 see quinn origins power 209212209 212
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mormon religion appropriate discourse then needed speak like

prophet enough say thus saith lord act part

joseph

sum enough visions dreams

continue work restoration change order appropriate mantle

authority then sidney rigdon play part words sociologist max

weber prove himself charismaticallycharismatic ally qualified 550 concept

charismatic leadership fact provides us key insight regarding rigdonsRigdons failure

again according weber

holder charisma seizes task adequate him demands
obedience following virtue mission success determines
whether finds them charismatic claim breaks down mission
recognized those whom feels sent recognize him

master long knows how maintain recognition through
proving himself 515

apply principle case sidney rigdon becomes clear order

win hearts saints rigdon espouse same mission joseph smith once

taught sidney accept fact desired return glory days

kirtland polygamy especially bothered him sought undo damage smith

done 5212 contrast brigham young together members twelve

50
H H gerth C wright mills eds froni maxmux weber essays sociology new york oxford

university press 1946 246

51 ibid

52 mckiemanmckeemanMc Kieman voice crying wilderness 13133 see thomas J gregory sidney
ririgdonridondon post nauvoo 586058 60
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wanted church stay course continue work dead leader 5313

doing young provided saints charismatic confirmation divine

leadership course should believe charismatic element

factor involved decision process many issues involved youngs

charismatic voice did provided saints another type confirmation

divinely appointed role whether heard voice joseph smith

young played part prophet leader perceived others lords

anointed

0000

august 8 1844 brigham youngs voice conjunction members

quorum twelve emerged voice god people president

body assumed position leadership once held prophet joseph smith

course take another three years reestablish first presidency

transition authority begun brigham young soon become chosen

prophet seer revelator church those chose follow him august 8

later choose accept words though voice god

spoke listen

course two decades saints undergone important evolution

longer american least completely wholly

democratic longer christian primitivists though resembled

53 esplin joseph brigham twelve succession continuity 32733332733327 33333
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things instead mormon new discourse prophetic voice emerged

crucible persecution dissent hardship despair despite continued opposition

joseph smith maintained place prophet seer revelator

restoration result time prophetic discourse submerged others

during smiths lifetime discourse prophecy became defining

characteristic mormon religion joseph smith spoke spoke

reformer preacher nor democratic republican american

rather became prophet god those believed latter day saints

appeared modernmodem day moses words became prophet

restoration

title means far words signify joseph smith

became prophet figure represented saints literal personification gods

persona character values beliefs became important force

shaping defining mormon world view words joseph smith life

teachings became discourse mormon religion voice became voice god

speaking gods people brigham young spoke using john taylor spoke using

those obtained title president church jesus christ

latter day saints spoken using same prophetic voice

true decades centuries church jesus christ latter day

saints altered course things changed sometimes remarkably

intermingled teachings joseph smith teachings latter day

mormon prophets 1890 instance wilford woodruff brought end
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practice plural marriage least officially eighty eight years later spencer W

kimball revealed males african descent now hold mormon priesthood

words modern church jesus christ latter day saints exactly

same church existed joseph smiths day despite these many changes

thing remained constant center american bom religion prophetic

discourse voice prophet figure many believe voice god



CHAPTER THREE

LIFE LIBERTY PURSUIT HAPPINESS

parley P pratts key science theology first mormon literature

pratt offered what few others accomplished even today comprehensive

examination early nineteenth century LDS theology exploring mormon perspectives

wide range religious subjects including creation resurrection heavenly

visions marriage procreation indeed book remarkably multifaceted

scope reason suggests us something early mormon perceptions

surrounding world investigating various symbols used pratt describe

mormon faith gain sense way early latter day saints

ordered world information hand may better understand

behaviors actions

passage example reveals something pratts perspectives regarding

american nation discussing circumstances surrounding restoration

explained

beginningn present century gavegave birth those chosen
instruments destined hold keys restoration renovation

world
united states america favored nation raised

institutions adapted protection free development necessary truths
practical results great prophet apostle martyr

lanian excellent discussion pratts literary talent contributions provided peter crawley
foreward essential parley P pratt salt lake city signature books 1990 xv xxiv
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JOSEPH SMITH
elias restorer presiding messenger holding keys

dispensation falnessfulness times 2

key science theology first published england 1855 eleven years

martyrdom saints now settled salt lake valley sense

1 quest refuge american pluralism 3 yet even escape

american mainstream pratt still wrote glowing terms american nation

theological world important link existed between america nation joseph

smith prophet restoration america joseph smith both chosen

gods favored nation godgods favored seer question must ask why

0000

joining these two concepts chosen nation chosen prophet pratts key

science theology highlights intriguing aspects early mormon

religion rise ofmormonismmormonism emphasis prophecy modern revelation

represented emergence new discourse america result LDS religion

differed christian denominations nineteenth century america many

subtle subtle ways recognizing fact historians mormon religion

marleyparley P pratt key science theology liverpool 1855 76

3theathe LDS response american pluralism highlightedC marvin hill questquestforror refuge
mormon flightftomflight american pluralism salt lake city signature books 1989 xi xxiixvii see

richard T hugheszaz1 C leonard allenalienailen illusions innocence protestant primitivism america
163018751630 1875 chicago london university chicago press 1988 1- 313352135213313335252
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argued mormon religion exceptional american context 4 them

church jesus christ latter day saints represented new religious tradition

america put simply view mormon joseph smith wholly american

neither wholly un american within emerging mormon discourse

non mormon discourses remained intact noted chapter

almost beginning restoration prophetic discourse developed early

mormon religion while new discourse evolved many symbols values

still rang true hearts early latter day saints

case american republicanism joseph smith example

declaration independence american revolution united states

constitution comprised sacred symbols great republican experiment eyes

men created equal too believed men certain inalienable rights

given them god time time joseph smith spoke american tongue

similar spoken liberal americans generation smith

alone convictions key science theology reveals even 1855 long

smiths death american symbols persisted early mormon religion even thoughtat1

mormonism represented many respects radical departure standard american

values ideals

4seeaseesee example richard L bushman joseph sinithsmith beginnings qfaf mormonism urbana
chicago university illinois press 1984 787 8 jan shipps mormonism story new religious

tradition urbana chicagoI1 university illinois press 1985 678567 85 mark noll history
christianity united states grand rapids michigan william B eerdmans publishing 1992
196 daniel G reid ed dictionary christianity america downers grove illinois inter
varsity press 1990 7767776 7
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considered whole symbols comprise american discourse early

mormon religion necessarily same american discourse employed non

mormonscormonsMormons important implications early latter day saints nonetheless

symbols affected way mormonscormons responded world around them

words discourse like discourse prophecy determined early mormon behavior

did symbols mormon american discourse

oftentimes odds symbols within larger mormon framework

example many latter day saints revered joseph smith man capable

speaking god people stood supreme chosen leader near

end life anointed king while these early saints embraced

increasingly hierarchical theocratic ecclesiastical structure still accepted many

fundamental tenets american republican democracy result early

mormonscormons carry balancing act sorts find way reconcile

belief prophet god acceptance america democratic values

what remarkable succeeded rather rejecting american heritage

favor mormon identity embraced disparate sets social cultural

symbols sometimes complementary oftentimes what emerged

resulting tension synthesis mormon american discourse completely

american completely mormon either put simply symbols american

democracy remained important element mormon american world view

canonized mormon scripture reinforced joseph smith response
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persecution opposition americans discourse did disappear instead

survived become important force shaping early LDS religion

synthesis mormon american discourse

trace existence american discourse early mormon theology

must begin brief examination book ofmormonmormon though many latter day

saints believe book translation ancient gold plates cannot overlook

fact least passages appear support nineteenth century

american cultural ideals 5 1829 example while translating gold plates

joseph smith happened upon passage scripture authored ancient american

prophet name ofnephinephi writing around 600 BC nephi described future

course new world

I1 looked beheld man among gentiles separated
seed my brethren many waters I1 beheld spirit god

came down wrought upon man went forth upon many
waters even unto seed my brethren promised land ie
new world

came pass I1 beheld spirit god wrought upon
gentiles went forth captivity upon many waters

came pass I1 beheld many multitudes gentiles upon
land promise I1 beheld wrath god upon seed my
brethren scattered before gentiles smitten

I1 beheld spirit lord upon gentiles
did prosper obtain land inheritance I1 beheld

5severalseveral scholars mormon religion pointed existence american symbols within
book mormon see example thomas odea mormonscormons chicago

1
university chicagoZ

press 1957 224022 40 kenneth winn exiles land oflibertyliberty mormonscormons america 183018461830 1846
chapel hill london university north carolina press 1989 183918 39 critique

approach see richard bushman book mormonmonnon american revolution BYUU studies
171 autumn 19761976320197633203 20
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white exceedingly fair beautiful like unto my people before
slain

came pass 1I nephi beheld gentiles gone
forth captivity did humble themselves before lord power
lord them

I1 beheld mother gentiles gathered together upon
waters upon land battle against them

I1 beheld power god them wrath
god upon those gathered together against them battle

1I nephi beheld gentiles gone captivity
delivered power god hands nations 6

brief passage ofldsoflasLDS scripture offered early latter day saints thumbnail

sketch something very familiar americans put simply provided them

outline basics american history columbus american revolution

doing canonized various elements american experience according

ancient nephite prophet america promised land american people

referred gentiles particular passage promised people whom god

delivered hands mother gentiles imperial armies great

britain

according ancient american text land upon church

later restored chosen moreover american revolution war

unlike those fought ancient israel against wicked philistines scriptural

perspective then american landscape american revolution became sacred

symbols within emerging mormon theology course belief unique

mormonscormonsMormons many americans believed divine destiny long before joseph

616 nephi 1312191312 19
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smith became prophet god 7 what important remember here

aspects american experience received canonical status within book ofmormonmormon

itself words what existed folk belief minds americans became

scriptural doctrine those embraced tenets early mormon religion

bwee0000

canonization american symbols within book qfmormonmormon text

important first step using book ofmormonmormon evidence latter day saints viewed

american revolution holy war pitting forces good against evil

believed america landscape promised land given god chosen people

october 1832 issue LDS evening morning star example william

phelps referred same passage I11 nephi 13 evidence belief lord

blessed those fought american independence phelps noted

war our liberty told us our ancestors prayed lord

assistance granted believe thus recorded book

mormon g
later issue same paper dated march 1818333 phelps pointed

another book mormon passage alma 4515164515 16 augment claim america

77seeaseesee instance john winthrops sennonsermon entitled modell christian charity robert C
winthrops life letters ofjohnjohn winthrop 2dad ed vol 2 embarkationforembarkation jor new england
1630 charter company massachusetts bay death 1649 boston little
brown company 1869 182018 20 see ernest lee tuveson redeemer nation idea
americas millennial role chicago london university chicago press 1968 113715371531373 7 153 passim

8eveningdevening
Q

evening andmorningmorning star independence missouri october 1832
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continent chosen land those acted righteousness before god

according him

continent america choice land above others ever since
men dealt upon virtuous walked uprightly before
lord blessed done visited

calamities
perhaps few aware situation country still same

god same yesterday today forever 9

each above cases passage book mormon became proof text

mainstream american symbols doing book mormon provided

important foundation mormon american discourse even appearance

book mormon 1829 another important element american experience

still missing yet incorporated LDS theology republican language

equality rights

context next addition somewhat different leading

canonization land revolution book mormon translation process

difficult sure treasure seekers wanting see steal

mysterious golden plates hounded joseph smith continually persecution

faced new york pennsylvania paled comparison what early saints

later face missouri new level violence set stage

inclusion american language liberty early LDS religion

less year church established fayette new york

mormonscormons found themselves kirtland ohio god commanded them leave new

9eveningdeveningevening morning star independence missouri march 1833
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york december 1818300 response saints moved en masse new home

backwoods ohio kirtland final destination while

these saints removed ohio dreamed future zion somewhere west

spot future city god revealed july 20 18311831

day prophet joseph smith designated independence missouri become

saints new jerusalem said many latter day saints began preparations

another move went once however counseled

immigrate zion until prepared both financially spiritually enough

these mormon saints settled missouri cause growing concern among many

non mormonscormons settlers lived before became place god

prepared latter day saints curious religious views millennial

rhetoric antislaveryanti slavery upbringing bothered old settlers immensely 0

despite tensions uneasy peace prevailed until charges surfaced convinced

non mormon settlers mormonscormons wanted control economy local

politics

outcome growing unease between mormon non mormon settlers

increasing violence november 1833 latter day saints finally

expelled jackson county response action joseph smith received

revelation dated december 16 revelation counsel importantly

I1 oterrylsterrylterryl L givens viper hearth mormonsa4ormonscormonsMormons myths construction heresy
new york oxford university press 1997 393 9 404740 47 T edgar lyon independence missouri

mormonscormonsMormons 1827183318271182718331 s33byuBYU studies 13 autumn 1972 171817 18 winn 8510585 105

11 richard bushman mormonmonnon persecutions missouri 1833 BYUbyustudiesstudies 3 autumn 1960
141614 16
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providing counsel set stone relationship between american nation

church jesus christ revelation read follows

again I1 say unto you those scattered enemies mymy
should continue importune redress redemption

hands those placed rulers authority you accordingL
laws constitution peopleeoplep I1 suffered established

should maintained rights protection flesh according
just holy principles every man may act doctrine principle
pertaining futurity according moral agency I1 given unto him

every man may accountable own sins day judgment
therefore right man should bondage another

purpose I1 established constitution land hands
wise men whom I1 raised unto very purpose redeemed land
shedding blood 12

clear statement found indicates how fully american republicanism

incorporated mormon religion counsel given prophet joseph

smith struggling saints missouri smith set stage later mormon actions

against missouri militias according god saints appeal

government work within system without laws

constitution intended protect rights citizens

revelation implied effect canonized two

americas central texts united states constitution declaration

independence wording revelation made clear constitution

united states established god hands wise men principles

allowed men act freely according moral agency god bestowed

upon them furthermore according smith least man should bondage

12
joseph smith history church ofjesusjesus christ oflatterlatterdatter dayyay saints ed brigham H

roberts salt lake city deseret book 1980 1463 see doctrine covenants 1010176801768010176176 80
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words according lords chosen prophet men equal

said language equality rights became central theme within

mormon american discourse

amidst persecution violence perpetrated both sides joseph smith

completed link between mormon theology american ideology pushed

limits angry mobocrats saints directed defend themselves part

reaffirming republican identity under pressures easily

repudiated american heritage enemies operated under guise

american republicanism too 13 saints refused abandon heritage

prophet counseled them differently rather abandon ties american ideals

values response first wave violence came revelation embracing variousvarious

symbols american republicanism added many sacred stories mormonism

bible stories book mormon stories restoration story smith added

another modern story according him god established constitution

protect rights people rights alluded declaration independence

life liberty pursuit happiness american liberty eternal truth

now became mormon truth

survival

1833 american discourse become fully incorporated early

mormon religion prophet joseph smith provided early latter day saints

13wmn4winn 4
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important example following prophetic counsels contained december 16

revelation now believe themselves both mormon american

american patriots too embrace symbols mormon american discourse

thus oliver cowdery remind saints february 1834 issueissue evening

morning star our constitution know guarantees liberty speech

liberty press liberty conscience 14 write

october 1834 issue latter day saints messenger andadvocateadvocate mormonscormons

like americans accepted principles liberty equality according him

believe men bomborn free equal man combination men
government men power authority compel force others

embrace system religion religious creed use force violence
prevent others enjoying own opinions practicing same long

do molest disturb others theirs manner deprive them
privileges free citizens worshiping god choose

attempt contrary assumption unwarrantable revelations
heaven strikes root civil liberty subversion equitable
principles between man man 15

each case oliver echoed same sentiments joseph smith articulated

previous revelations like smith cowdery believed saints both mormon

american synthesis values canonized mormon scripture

reinforced press determine part later mormon responses violence

persecution

acceptance various american symbols chapter

complex story 1831833 synthesis went unchallenged revelation tied

14
evening morning star kirtland ohio february 1834

15
latter day saints messenger andadvocateadvocate kirtland ohio october 1834
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american mormon symbols closely together came expulsion

jackson county taken place saints believed rather optimistically things

change better december 16 revelation stated

constitution established god benefit men thus still believed

rather naively serve them americans same generation

subsequent events challenge assertion however doing

put synthesis prophetic democratic discourses test 1838 just

five years expulsion zion saints found themselves embroiled

second round hostilities against enemies missouri rumors mormon

aggression increasingly harsh LDS rhetoric mormon paramilitary activities aroused

fear among non believers convinced many possibility civil conflict

between mormonscormons non mormonscormons real result renewed violence

believing mormonscormons open rebellion state governor lilburn boggs

then signed executive order calling upon state militia expel latter day saints

entire state missouri 16 making matters even worse 1818393 9 jjustust year

saints abandoned homes missouri united states congress

president united states refused joseph smiths attempts seek redress

losses

treatment americans seriously weakened saints national

affinities factors did act alone forces too threatened existence

16alexander L baugh call arms mormon defense northern missouri phd
diss brigham young university 1996 68101681068 10101loi1
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american discourse mormon religion adding pressure

development within church new type political kingdom best illustrated

creation council fifty 1844 kingdom became alternate political

form many respects antithetical fundamental tenets jacksonian

america

each these separate incidents challenged synthesis mormon

american values come together 1833 result circumstances

latter day saints easily rejected values america again did

rather period 1833 time survival despite many challenges

saints faced within without refused abandon synthesis two

competing discourses though severely weakened mormon american discourse

remained

0000

story survival best illustrated writings joseph smith

examples same phenomenon detected writings early saints

eliza R snows poetry remained remarkably patriotic until end life parley P

pratt still write united states gods favored nation long saints

driven homes nauvoo oliver cowdery sidney rigdon too

presented themselves sons liberty republican americans despite
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persecutions violence witnessed around them 17 first prophet

restoration smith perhaps important theologian nineteenth century

mormonism words shaped thinking saints

eyes seer translator prophet apostle jesus christ elder

church through god father grace your lord jesus christ 8

smith gods chosen servant through him ordinances principles

gospel christ revealed words mormon prophet man

responsible work restoration reason views served beacon

guiding influencing ideas early latter day saints thus

writings must turn want trace persistence american symbols

early LDS theology

joseph smith absent during jackson county incident

fair argue idealism america expressed december 1818333

revelation relatively uncolored harsh violence persecution experienced

saints jackson county missouri five years later smith active

participant second wave hostilities between mormon non mormonscormons

17 see example eliza R snow poems religious historical political vol I11 liverpool
1856 596059 60 778126526677 81265 266 parley P pratt autobiography parley P pratt salt lake city deseret
book company 1985 149 152 155 parley P pratt appeal inhabitants state ofnewojnewofner
york nauvoo illinois john taylor 1840 161 6 parley P pratt declaration independence
constitution united states Ddiscoveryi scovery colonization progress america despotic nations
influence american universal prevalence liberty journal discourses vol I11 liverpool
1854 13943139 43 passim example oliver cowderysCow derys republican discourse found letter

high council far west printed smith history 331718171831717 18 sidney rigdonsRigdons powerful
republican oration 4tath4th july sennonsermon oration delivered rigdon 4h4thah ofjulyjuly 1838
far west missouri journal office 1838341838 343 4 see winn exiles 1212121 2 1323132 3

18i 0
smith history church 1 78 see doctrine covenants 211 454 5
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missouri too played role sufferings atrocities mutual animosities

expressed opposing parties making matters worse conflict ended

saints surrendered missouri militia number important church leaders

rounded imprisoned

separated people except those few men languished him

liberty jail joseph smith ample opportunity change mind

relationship between mormon religion america experience missouri

easily persuaded him missouri conflict very heart clash ideals

values americans living missouri pitted against own joseph

ready abandon national identity while liberty jail chose instead

reaffirm position taken five years previously fact letter dated march

20 1839 parts later added doctrinedoctiine covenants find clear

attempt joseph smith maintain synthesis two alternate discourses 19

letter read

our religeon betweanbetween us our god re ligeon betweanbetween them
god tie god should exercised wards those our faith

walk uprightly peculiar itself without prejudice gives
scope mind inablesenables us conduct ourselves grater liberality
word others our faith what exercise wards
another these principals approximate nearer mind god like
god god like principal bound exercised

common men government laws regulations

19
1876 various sections letter added doctrine covenants orson pratt

see robert J woodford historical development doctrine covenants vol 3 phd
diss brigham young university 1974 156615681566 1568
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civil consernsconcernsconserns life principal garenteesgarentees parties sects
demominationsdemorninationsdenominations clasesalases ofreligeonre ligeon equal coherent indefeasible rights 2021

language liberty remained intact according mormon prophet religion

between man god alone furthermore smith taught men whether

mormon non mormon right worship god according dictates

own consciences him right fundamental liberty americans

importantly however prophet pointed principle liberty god

like effect reminding saints integral part mormon gospel

letter did stop reaffirmation mormon views regarding liberty

however next followed encomium constitution again echoing sentiments

1818333 revelation joseph smith noted

constitution united states glorious standard founded
wisdom god heavenly banner those privilagedprivileged

sweats liberty like cooling shades refreshingZ watterswaiters greate
rock thirsty weary land like greate tree under whose branches men

evry clime shielded burning raies inclemantclemantinclement sun 21

according prophet then constitution heavenly banner shielding

americans protecting liberties rights saints still turn

comfort burnings raiesratesrales inclemantclemantinclement sun too american

adhering same stand taken 1818333 smith certain constitution

american government favor people still believed

20joseph smith church oflatterdaylatterdaysatterdayLatterday saints quincy illinois scattered abroad
bishop partridge particular march 20 1839 personal writings ofjosephjoseph smith ed dean C

jessee salt lake city deseret book company 1984 406 spelling preserved
original see smith history 3 304104

212smithasmithsmith church oflatterdaylatterdaysatterdayLatterday saints quincy illinois scattered abroad
bishop partridge particular march 20 1839 4067406 7 see smith history 33330404
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constitution established god appealing saints find

peace

presenting constitution joseph smith reassured saints own

sense american ness eyes mormon american synthesis still hold

mormon experience missouri dampened love symbols

american liberty instead view

notwithstanding see what see feel what feel know what
know yet fruit constitution les presiouspreciouspresious delisiousdeliriousdelisious our

taistbaist cannot waenedlaened milk nether drawn breast
neither deny our relegeonrelegeon hand oppression
hold untill death say god true constitution united
states true bible true book ofmormonmonnonmormon true
book covenants tru christ true 22

early version what later become mormonmonnon articles faith joseph

smith included united states constitution principle mormon gospel

dark hour then synthesis mormon american symbols held firm joseph

smith spoken prophet god people acted american

patriot

6099

later events weaken joseph smiths positive tones however

first wrote march 20 letter joseph smith confident united states operating

under banner glorious constitution defend mormon cause

22 smith church oflatterdaylatterdaysatterdayLatterday saints quincy illinois scattered abroad
bishop partridge particular march 20 1839 407 see smith history 3 304
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reason winter 1818399 escape liberty smith followed same

advice counsel given beleagueredbeleaguerbeleaguerered saints jackson county sixsix years

earlier small party fellow believers prophet traveled washington DC

seek federal support against missouri unfortunately jjourneyourneybourney overly

optimistic powers federal government considered many quite

limited politicians still favored view matters best left

states smith arrived capital pleas appeared him fall deaf

23ears

result treatment joseph became far less certain relationship

existed between america restored gospel jesus christ scholar

fact argued president van burens refusal act extinguished smiths

flame patriotism 224 somewhat overstatement same time

true prophets experience washington convinced him republican form

government respond effectively plight people mind

began envision distant end american nation march 4 1840

example having returned home prophet recorded impressions

state affairs Washiwashlwashingtonnorton

having witnessed many vexatious movements government officers whose sole
object should peace prosperity happiness whole people I1

discovered popular clamor personal aggrandizement ruling
principles those authority my heart faints within me I1 see

23 james B allenalienailen glen M leonard story latter day saints 2nd ed deseret book
company 1992 1589158 9

24 marvin hill quest refugeZI hypothesis social origins1I nature
mormon political kingdom journal Almormonlormonformon history 2 1975191975 9
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visions almighty end nation continues disregard
cries petitions virtuous citizens done now doing 2325

smith become alienated longer trusted government act

eyes subverted wicked men seeking personal aggrandizement

power cries virtuous citizens went unheard unchecked inevitable

result situation destruction desolation

sense alienation became even prevalent joseph smiths later

years same pessimism fact permeates another article smith

later appeared times seasons entitled government god unlike

earlier revelations 1833 1838 encomium glorious principles

american republic article celebration symbols american

democracy instead within pages find rough outlines new world order very

different type government established constitution united

states

first published 1842 government god joseph smiths attempt

explain differences between governments men government

almighty according him

government almighty always very dissimilar
government men whether refer religious government
government nations government god always tended promote
peace unity harmony strength happiness while man
productive confusion disorder weakness misery

25 smith history church 489
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comparison revealing especially considering saints previous experience

washington prophet now knew governments men exalted certain

interests expense innocent blood oppressed

gogovernmentverment god hand designed establish peace good

promote principles eternal truth bring state things

shall unite man fellow man 26

having contrasted human divine forms political administration smith next

made observation sorts future course ofmanmademanmadeofmanmade governments matter

what form

great wise ancient days failed attempts promote
eternal power peace happiness nations crumbled pieces
thrones cast down turn cities mightiest
works art annihilated monarchical aristocratic republican
forms government various kinds grades turns
raised dignity prostrated dust plans greatest politicians
wisest senators profound statesmen exploded
proceedings greatest chieftains bravest generals wisest kings

fallen ground

according joseph smith fate nations whether monarchical aristocratic

republican ultimate ruin government escape calamity even

own fact mind process already begun view our nation

possesses greater resources rent center circumference

party strife political intrigue sectional interest our counselors panic struck our

legislators astonished our senators confounded 2721

26times andseasonsseasons nauvoo illinois 15 july 1842

27 ibid



84

joseph smith learned sad experience united states fallible

though god himself established american nation like nations led

men subject faults recognizing fact smith then proposed

alternate solution problem according him evils human government

solved creation theocracy contrast chaos created mortal

governments government led great jehovah eyes design

jehovah commencement world regulate affairs world

own time stand head universe take reigns govermgobermgovernmentnent

hand words government god led christ himself

smith now believed theocracy place judgment

administered righteousness 28 words 1842 joseph smith expressed

intention replace american symbols religious ones absent

document veneration constitution principles liberty rather

prophet reminded saints true form government

government christ

wewe0000

1842 synthesis mormon american values emerged 1833

threatened smith become convinced possible solution

problems world theocracy put simply 1842 hope godly

kingdom begun eclipse notion american liberty mind early

28 ibid
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mormon prophet considering change values fact should surprise

nauvoo joseph smith began establish political kingdom radically different

political forms familiar republican americans same time

must careful accept wholeheartedly notion mormonscormons longer

american simply change focus though new set political

institutions did emerge during nauvoo era older symbols still remained intact

force

perhaps best evidence emerging political kingdom

establishment council fifty 29 created officially march 11 1844 roots go

back further april 7 1842 joseph smith received revelation outlining

councils official name purpose 3031 why prophet waited almost two years act

unclear regardless councils origins fact remains during time

existed served alternate form government many respects

antithetical american ideals embraced mormon americans 18318333

reaffirmed 1838188 331 council fifty organized under living

constitution resembled constitution england did

29
depth study mormon kingdom god importance council

fifty kingdom see D michael quinn mormon hierarchy extensions power salt lake
city signature books 1997 226240226 240 passim 29496294 96

30andrew F ehat seems like heaven began earth joseph smith constitution
kingdom god byustudiesBYUU studies 20 1980 254257254 257 D michael quinn council fifty

members 1844 1945 BYU studies 20 1980 164

313 D michael quinn mormon hierarchy origins power salt lake city signature books
199412212519941221994 122125122 125
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constitution united states 32 minor difference however even

greater threat established order fact body intended act

theocratic rather republican form government having head earthly king

whose voice alone represented mind heavenly king

establishment council fifty new political tradition

making represented major challenge many longheldlong held symbols within

mormon american discourse before sound death knell discourse

mormon religion must take another look emerging political institution

admittedly council un american forms despite incongruity what

even amazing political experiment fact within secret

world government symbols mormon american discourse flourished instance

during time joseph smith established kingdom god earth crowned

himself king still viewed himself american patriot first session

council prophet discussed

best policy people adopt obtain rights nation
insure protection themselves children secure resting place
mountains uninhabited region where enjoy liberty
conscience guaranteed us constitution our country rendered doubly
sacred precious blood our fathers denied us present
authorities smuggled themselves power states nation 3313

exploring ways saints obtain liberties joseph smiths actions

indicate continued acceptance various american symbols early mormon religion

32 ehat 25726125726257 26126 1 quinn origins ofpowerpower 13113 1

33 smith history 6261
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council fifty mormon prophet spoke constitution our country

liberty conscience rendered doubly sacred precious blood our

fathers did say anything constitution country blood

fathers choice words important reminds us joseph smith still

believed himself american patriot true established political kingdom

itself antithetical principles republicanism words

actions within body betray intention abdicate american identity following

same example latter day saints came believe too

members good standing american nation even while embraced concept

mormon theocratic rule

now still true council different many respects

american institutions denying fact radically different

forms american government even secret council existence

alarmed many outsiders un american character 3431 joseph smith still

speak positively constitution rights guaranteed americans

precious blood our fathers words even though smith felt himself

alienated american form government still employed symbols

values american discourse yes these symbols become less important

remained intact words though council fifty challenged

radically diminished influence american discourse mormon theology did

34 klaus hansen political kingdom god cause mormon gentile conflict BYU

studies 2 1960 245 see kenneth W godfrey causes mormonmonnon non mormon conflict
hancock county illinois 183918461839 1846 phd diss brigham young 1967 2012201 2
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extinguish completely smiths eyes least even council fifty

find way define himself both mormon american

QQQQ0000

council minutes evidence persistence american

symbols however stated mission council fifty ways ironic

inclusion two seemingly incompatible sets political values what

even remarkable period church history fact council

established support joseph smiths campaign president

plan run president concocted early 1844 letter writing

campaign possible presidential candidates proved unsatisfactory november

1843184 smith written john calhoun lewis cass henry clay richard johnson

martin van buren desiring know how each man treat mormonscormons elected

december calhoun clay cass responded smiths view none these

men gave correct answer none seemed willing act behalf small

unpopular minority response cool reception smith decided

need run 35

smith made decision consultation twelve probably january

1844 336 next order business draw platform accomplished

35 richard D poll joseph smith presidency 1844 dialogue 33 autumn 1968 18

edward G thompson study political involvements career joseph smith MA thesis
bribrighamharnhain youngyounoryouner university 1966 13348133 48 see smith history 6 636563 65 1556155 6 376

363 see georgegeoraegeoroe D smith ed intimate chronicle journals william clayton salt lake
city signature books 1995 125
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next few weeks help william phelps february 7 1844

platform presented saints pamphlet form entitled joseph smith views

powers policy government united states platform began

appeal certain american values

bomborn land liberty breathing air uncorrupted sirocco
barbarous climes I1 ever feel double anxiety happiness men both
times eternity

my cogitations like daniels long time troubled me I1

viewed condition men throughout world especially
boasted realm where declaration independence holds these truths
self evident men created equal endowed creator

certain inalienable rights among these life liberty pursuit
happiness 37

citing declaration independence text smith again situated himself

american patriot concerned protection american rights said smith

continued expressing view what american political system intended

accomplish

wisdom ought characterize freest wisest noble nation
nineteenth century should like sun meridian splendor warm

every object beneath rays main efforts officers nothing
less servants people ought directed ameliorate

condition black white bond free
our common country presents men same advantages same

facilities same prospects same honors same rewards without
hypocrasyhypocrisy constitution meant just what said without reference color
condition ad infinitum aspirations expectations virtuous people
environed wisewise liberal deep broad high charter
equal rights appears said constitution ought treated those whom

administration laws trusted much sanctity prayers
saints treated heaven 38

olsmithylsmithyl37 smith history 6197

38 ibid 198
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according smith then president united states responsibility protect

liberties american mormon non mormon just god listened interest

prayers saints president obligation heed aspirations

expectations true americans

next section smiths views brief simplistic overview

history presidency outlining achievements washington through jackson

each these past presidents honored high office sought preserve rights

people then came van buren still burning anger van burens

refusal act 1839 smith interpreted presidents four year term major turning

point american history beginning end mind joseph smith

offered solution

seventy years done much goodly land burst chains
oppression monarchy multiplied inhabitants two twenty

millions proportionate share knowledge keen enough circumnavigate
globe draw lightning clouds cope crowned heads
world

then why oh why once flourishing people arise phoenix
like cinders martin van burens power sinking
fragments smoking ruins catamount politicians
windfallswindfalls ofbentonbenton calhoun clay wright caravan equally
unfortunate law doctors cheerfully help spread plaster bind
burnt bleeding wounds sore blessed country

democratic presidents whig presidents pseudo democratic
whig president now time president united states

united states people government united voice
sovereign should rule power should obeyed

gentleman should honored home abroad land
sea wherefore I1 president united states voice

virtuous people I1 honor old paths venerated fathers freedoms
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1I walk tracks illustrious patriots carried ark
government upon shoulders eye single glory people 3931

according joseph politicians day wreakedwrecked havoc nation smith

celebrated birth noble nation own experience informed him

america now crumbling wicked men held reigns power forgotten

voice people reigns supreme recognizing smith offered himself

alternate committed old paths washington jefferson jackson

presidential platform then joseph smith sounded very much like patriotic

democratic americans spoke language liberty equality though

already involved establishing alternate form government kingdom god

still willing embrace american institutions work within system

order preserve protect american people believed still

people sovereign president united states live rule

voice own

now question often asked why joseph smith run president

same time preparing establish kingdom god earth answer

question historians argued ran office simply provide

saints suitable candidate since others available 40 others argued

ran presidency attempt establish kingdom within united

39 ibid 2078207 8

40 B H roberts comprcomarcomprehensiveehensiveehensive history church ofjesusjesus christ latter day saints
century I1I1 salt lake city deseret news 1930 2208922089
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states 41 clear cut evidence either side february 8 1844 small

gathering111 1 saints upper room red brick store joseph smith gave own

explanation presidential bid according him

I1 suffered my name used my friends wisewise
president united states candidate office I1 & my friends

priveligepreveligeprivelige enjoying our religious & civel rights american
citizencitizens even those rights constitution guarantee unto citizens
alike people denied beginning 42

words prophet believed people citizens

denied god given rights moreover since portion government yet

stepped forward our relief believed right obtain what influence &

power lawfully united states claim protection injured

innocenceinnocence words campaign intended least part means

protecting rights mormonscormons smiths eyes

american 43

concern however same sermon smith added

I1 loose my life good cause I1 am willing sacrificed alter virtue

rightousnesrightousnes & truth maintaining laws & constitution united states need

general good mankind words joseph smith saw presidential bid

41 klaus hansen questquestforjor empire political kingdom god council offiftyfifty
mormon history east lansingC michigan state university press 1967 72972 9 see robert B

flanders nauvoo kingdom mississmissiasmississippiIPP i urbana university illinois press 1965 3012301 2
marvin hill questquestforjor refuge mormon flightfromflight american pluralism 1- 3139401399409 40

42andrew J ehat lyndon cook words josephofjoseph smith salt lake city grandin book
company 1991 319320319 320 386387386 387 see smith historyhistot3 6 210211210 211

43 ibid
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means promoting general good mankind good

constitution united states elected save words

become savior nation joseph smith among those

sacrificed themselves liberty glorious revolution saw himself true

patriot protector american liberty people

americans 44

how accurately sermon represents joseph smiths own sense american

identity debatable argued words nothing empty rhetoric

even though speaking directly saints argue overlook

effect smiths campaign pronouncement regarding mind set

followers february 8 sermon small gathering saints attending

joseph smith still presented himself american even important however

fact truly believed him 45 followers prophet appeared even

end life lover liberty american republicanism words

minds saints smith both king american patriot

synthesis american mormon values emerged 1818333 remained intact

1844 survival represented smiths own willingness combine two

alternate discourses continue guide views mormon americans

long prophets murder carthagetat1 jail june 1844 put simsimplyply bid

44 marvin hill questforquest refuge mormon flightfromflight erom american pluralism 138

45 quinn origins ofpowerpower 135 donna hill joseph smith first mormon garden city new
york doubleday 1977 378
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presidency combined creation council fifty became saints

blueprint sorts saints maintain both mormon american identity

did abandon set values another prophet

succeeded maintaining type meaningful balance two

wewe000900008889

chapter began question why did parley P pratt 1851 link two

symbols together united states prophet joseph smith answer

simple regardless our conclusions regarding nature mormon religion

whether think american what clear almost beginning

restoration mormon gospel american discourse survived mormon

theology important discourse mormon theology time

discourse prophecy became far important latter day saints did american

republicanism american symbols survived nonetheless canonized book

mormon doctrine covenantscovenant remained part early mormon theology

nonetheless though american dicoursediscoursedicourse mormon religion severely challenged

persistent violence persecution non believers changing perceptions

kingdom god among saints themselves prophet joseph smith many

followers continued believe american spoke accordingly

course great deal irony involved arguing point

mormonscormons sounded like democratic republicans actions oftentimes

something else council fifty very american form neither
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law consecration communitarian elements questionable

apparent lack separation between church state existed nauvoo even

earlier kirtland missouri fact many facets ofldsoflasLDS theology do fit easily

american context

reasons apparent incongruity early latter day

saints held almost absolute view religious freedom guaranteed first

amendment according smith example religious liberty indefeasible

right inalienable unannullable 46 right protected part constitution 47

right given men god men responsible god alone

exercise noted doctrine covenants

believe religion instituted god men amenable him
him exercise unless religious opinions prompt them

infringe upon rights liberties others do believe
human law right interfere prescribing rules worship bind
consciences man nor dictate forms public private devotion
civil magistrate should restrain crime never control conscience should punish
guilt never suppress freedom soul 48

saints here admitted practice religion should infringe upon rights

others same time however expressed belief religious

matters human law power words according them american law

absolutely constrained religious spheres

46 smith used term least twice see smith church oflatterdaylatterdaysatterdayLatterday saints quincy
illinois scattered abroad bishop partridge particular march 20 1839 406 see
smith history 197 3 304

47 ibid 4343717

48jo
doctrine covenants 1344 see smith history 2 248
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absolute view religious rights held important implications like many

americans saints believed constitution allowed them worship god

according dictates conscience unlike americans mormonscormons

carried right step further according them constitution allowed

religious freedom protected right exercise religious influence areas

americans considered outside scope religious worship 499 thus

saints felt little concern joseph smith mormon leaders attempted

establish mormon kingdom within american republic course irony

apparent us today logic straightforward surprisingly simple

god given constitution protected right practice religion according

dictates conscience therefore protected right create theocratic

institutions even those institutions challenged established american political

tradition

americans easily convinced however establishment

mormon political kingdom demanded saints submit themselves dictates

prophet leader subservience bothered those clearly embraced

notion liberty freedom decried attempt mingle affairs church

state 50 put simply those behaviors saints accepted logical extensions

49john F wilson comparative perspectives early mormon movement
church state question 183018451830118301 mam51845 journal mormon history 8 1981 75

50 robert bruce flanders kingdom god illinois politics utopia dialogue 51
spring 1970 33633 6 john E hallwas mormonmonnon nauvoo non mormon perspective journal

mormon history 16 1990 55358533 58 klaus hansen political kingdomzaz1 god cause mormon
gentile conflict 249
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religious rights non believers interpreted instead subtle acts coercion

tyranny persecution 51

divergence perceptions points another irony inherent mormon

position though saints held absolute view religious liberty claiming

themselves privilege worshiping god pleased implementation

policy ultimately failed see political economic involvement

inevitably interfere rights americans did accept mormon

principles put simply defending laying claim religious liberty political

economic spheres sometimes challenged even undermined political

economic religious liberties others classic example irony found

destruction expositor printing press may 1844 group mormon

dissenters formed opposition newspaper intent exposing joseph smith

according dissenters paper viewed tool achieve reform within

church joseph smith mormon leaders hand interpreted

action means inciting mob action acting protect themselves city

then saints led joseph smith abrogated rights mormon dissenters

historians act violence clear evidence joseph smith

little interest religious liberty notwithstanding several pleas defense

first amendment argue concepts liberty democracy meant

nothing context mormon theocracy pushing interpretation step further

51 john E hallwas roger D launius cultures conflict documentarydocumental history
mormon war illinois 10lologan utah state university press 1995 484 8
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accuse mormonscormons being party guilty religious oppression

do admit others employed violent tactics against mormonscormonsMormons view

persecution economic political nature having little nothing do

mormon religious sentiments 5212

make argument overlook several key factors regarding

mormon response first requires accept wholeheartedly religious

categories non believers reject way saints themselves

interpreted first amendment rights I1 argued latter day saints

embraced absolute view religious liberty reason unlike americans

did balk notion incorporating politics economics religious

life politics economics intimately tied religious concerns mormon

theology therefore what scholars regard legitimate political economic

resistance non believers mormon critics must regarded religious

persecution least mormon point view 5313 leads me second point

regarding mormon response opposition arguing saints little

interest preserving religious liberty these scholars tend overlook way

mormon perceptions shaped mormon response political economic resistance

principle absolute religious liberty operated independently upon mind

joseph smith followers then perhaps prophet allowed

52 hallwas launius cultures conflict 181 8 14950149 50 see hallwas mormonmonnon nauvoo
non mormon perspective 606360 63

53 givens 393 9 405940 59 passim
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opposition paper continue printing ideal did act independently upon

mormon leader like many latter day saints smith still remembered missouri

cutthroat band militiamen under orders governor taken saints

lands homes liberties expositor printed first issue

prophet remembered too well unfortunate episode feared people

now suffer same fate nauvoo faced unpleasant prospect

smith allowed past inform constitutional ideals 54 interplay ideals

experience offers far plausible explanation act coercion

saints interpreted political economic opposition religious persecution viewed

expositor attempt undermine joseph smiths authority according

them attempt limit religious freedom seen light must view

destruction printing press attempt undermine religious liberties

smiths enemies rather attempt preserve protect liberties

saints once lost unwilling lose again according saints then

actions respect nauvoo expositor consistent strong faith

principles first amendment course non believers mormon response

something incomprehensible joseph smith may sounded american did

act part used symbols american discourse many instances

these symbols redefined fit mormon frame reference words

54 minutes council meetinmeetingg held june 8 10 1844 describe joseph smiths views
regarding expositor later printed nauvoo neighbor 17 june 1844 1 see smith
Hihistorystoy 6 43244432 44
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mormon american discourse evolved time became far mormon

american

sizing these apparent incongruities between mormon american symbols

number scholars concluded saints very heart less

american political social religious sentiments 55 before define early

mormonscormons something un american must reexamine perceptions these mormonscormons

themselves way perceptions shaped behavior

believed american saints embraced certain values ideals

institutions did believed these principles god given

eyes united states america established under direction

almighty course view america idealistic saints idealism

matters much effect idealism behavior sum created

within them willingness accommodate two competing value systems view

abandon discourse favor another instead very

beginning these mormonscormons interwove belief system controlled emerging

prophetic discourse various symbols american discourse principles

american liberty principles god therefore became part gospel

mormonism

55 see example klaus J hansen mormonism american experience chicago
london university chicago

111 1
press 1981 458345 83 leonard J arringtont feramorzyferamorzY fox dean

L may building city god community cooperation among mormonscormonsMormons 2n2nd ed urbana
chicago university illinois press 1992 232 3
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statement true important implication regarding modern

interpretations early mormon religion early latter day saints accepted

certain ideals interpreted surrounding world terms accommodate

these values moreover these values ideals directed actions down certain

prescribed channels effect act american republicans even while

sustained prophet figure instance I1 already shown joseph smith

anointed king israel same time approved candidate

presidency united states instance just many others actions

influenced symbols american discourse just influenced

symbols emerging prophetic discourse mormon religion

being case perhaps true mormonscormons early nineteenth

century american give them credit know mormonscormons

american least rhetorically spoke same tongue used many

same symbols americans viewed themselves sons liberty

believed religion freedom even though decried sectarianism revolution

declaration independence constitution bill rights became integral part

sacred history indeed almost every instance american symbols clearly

detected early mormon religion I1 tried illustrate rhetoric

meant just words them provided saints means interpret

world around means responding world mormon response

persecutions violence faced missouri clear sign american symbols

values still defined actions rather separate themselves rest
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world chose instead work within system protect rights americans

same said willingness support joseph smiths bid become

president united states while same time engaged establishing

kingdom god both instances saints operated within american context

even though actions something radical put simply symbols

accepted influenced behavior same said americans true

behaviors may different same symbols act both cases seems

plausible define mormonism alternative american discourse something

completely american completely un american

course true I1 said along mormon american

discourse same discourse used americans fact alone does

make mormonscormons un american fact many scholars pointed

american discourse exists american past rather series alternate discourses

exist once each using same symbols rearranged redefined fit

particular context according isaac kramnick example early republic

federalists antiantl federalists alike used same symbols conceptions

future nation diametrically opposed 56 same true both camps involved

great slave debate early nineteenth century although americans

believed principle liberty men others readily defended practice black

slavery yet believed themselves american used same basic

56 isaac kramnick great national discussion discourse politics 1787
william mary quarterly 45 january 1988 343 4 32
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symbols redefined harmonize particular world views true argue

group truly american least historians

willing define both parties americans though each possessed competing

definitions america liberal conservative 57

similar type argument made regarding early mormon americans

american discourse existed mormon religion possible

american discourse available americans alternative american

neither un american instead simply different type american

whatever may choose call them however clear mormon americans

nineteenth century imbued separatist values did reject

american heritage even dreamed new theocratic kingdom rather

abandoning symbols values americans these latter day saints instead

proposed alternate way interpreting them words redefined terms

fit two conflicting discourses together type workable

arrangement true definitionsredefinitionsre seemed strange those mormon

these early saints both discourses still meshed mattered

57see example eugene
I1

genovese slaveholdersSlaveholders dilemma freedom progress
southern conservative thought 182018601820 1860 university south carolina press 1992 232 3 467246 72 passim

view ambivalence southern slaveholdersslave holders towards american values freedom
progress represented alternative american discourse early nineteenth century america
conservative liberal course less american



CHAPTER FOUR

conclusion

previous two chapters explored fully various dimensions

two discourses within early mormon religion first examined emergence

prophetic discourse second traced persistence american discourse

early mormon theology moreover both chapters shown various ways

these two discourses affected minds those believed latter day gospel

how these discourses clashed another recognizing clash now

greater understanding ironies complexities exist early

mormon past better comprehend instance lives early latter day

saints struggled accept implications new discourse prophecy gain

greater empathy david whitmer oliver cowdery both whom left church

jesus christ latter day saints better understand motives sidney

rigdon sought use prophetic discourse means furthermore

now find answers perplexing questions mormon past better

explain joseph smiths attempt close down brothersbrother debate school kirtland

understand nauvoo expositor affair come terms council

fiffyfifty strong advocacy joseph smiths presidential campaign

benefits our examination multiple discourses early

mormon relireilreligionCoionaionolon course thesis starting point many discourses
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acted upon minds those believed latter day gospel good

us examineexamine each these determine what role played shaping early

mormon behavior need know example what role american christianity

played shaping early mormon religion helpful study influence

non american political views many early latter day saints immigrants

canada great britain scandinavia values ideals too influenced

course early mormon religion order fully understand nature early

mormonism must take them account important discourses exist

study discourse millenarianismofmillenarianism discourse marriage family

discourse persecution each these definitely influenced early mormon world

view result affect our view comcomplexityPlexitylaxity early mormon

religion unfortunately work wait brief monologue I1

focused two discourses many possible regardless limited scope

my work I1 think I1 shown how useful approach

put simply examination multiple discourses early mormon religion

should lead us redefine new world religion clash discourses recognizing

fact longer face difficult reconciling conflicting evidence

none reconcile longer find ourselves eitheror situation instead

see how possible saints accept idea new political

kingdom even while maintained respect admiration republican

form government longer wonder why joseph smith acted both king

candidate president instead realize early latter day saints
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operated many worlds once eyes accept dictates

prophet leader even while embraced symbols american republicanism

world somehow managed create workable synthesis these

two competing sets symbols

synthesis what determined behavior synthesis then

holds key our understandunderstandinglnainaino early mormon religion course our

resulting analysis may seem confusing them natural words even

though historians may argue sometimes acted mormon times

american must realize own minds irony involved

saw themselves instead both compartmentalization exists our minds did

exist theirs rather actions result synthesis emerged

time brought prophetic symbols republican symbols together

workable framework behavior course accepted implications

synthesis many did acted accordingly

what our focus multiple discourses teaches us why valuable

historical tool put simply gives us another way resolve age old

historiographical problem I1 raised very beginning historians

long wondered nature early mormon religion focused

different aspects new world religion order define each attempt

must overlook part puzzle order make sense own argument thus

argue mormonism response certain conditions symptom

these conditions new tradition form another each these views
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correct point stand little farther away debate realize

early mormon religion composed many symbols many discourses realize

these variousvarious schools thought simplified abstractions reality mormonism

many things once how should define how must study

through examination multiple discourses better handle inherent

complexity course doing longer search easy answers

regarding nature early mormon religion cannot say certain

quest order quest refuge democratic populist movement

longer say mormon religion authoritarian republican instead ve must couch

our terms carefully allow both sides complexity exists

challenge historians must face
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