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CHAPTER ONE

introduction

survey of the problem

joseph smithsnith prophet and founder of the church of jesus christ of

latterdaylatter saintsday stated that when he was fourteen years old he had re-

ceived a visitation from two members of the godhead the father and the

son he was alone when he went into the woods to pray and was therefore

the only witness to the manifestation of these personages he also declared

that when he was seventeen years old he was visited by an angel named

moroni again he was without witnesses for a firsthandfirst accounthand of these

two experiences we must rely on a single source joseph smith allali other

sources of the story of his visions of moroni and the father and son are

secondary since they have been retold after the authors had hear josephsjosephts

story

members of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday rely upon

the story of joseph smith as a foundation of their faith details left by

joseph himselhimselfhinsel however are only sketchy in nature making a historical an-
alysis of the eventsrents highly difficult further problems arise when accounts by

other writers who knew joseph smith not only fill in a few missing detailsdetail but

also sometimes present some conflicting details A survey of these sources

and problems together with an analysis of joseph smiths several efforts

to retellre thetell story would be helpful to mormonscormonsMor andmons non mormonsimormonscormons alike

in determining what consistent threadthready might run through all the stories

as well as pinpointingpin whatpointing historical problems may still remain in
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mclearfmideor&clear wor7wojdworxnojd me I1 saw two personages whose bright-
ness and glory defy all description standing above me in the air
one of them spake unto me callingcall1mg me by name and said pointing to the
other this is my beloved son hear him my object in going to
inquire of the lordird was to know which to joiljoiujoinjorlboiu no sooner therefore
did I1 get possession of myself so as to be able to speak than I1
asked the personages who stood abovefebovehbove me in the light which of all the
sects was right for at this time it had never entered into my heart
that all were wrong and which I1 could joinjoins I1 was answered that I1
must join none of them for they were all wrong and the personageparsonage who

addressed me said that all their creeds were an abomination in his
sight that their professors were all corrupt that they draw near to
me with their lips but their hearts are far from me they teach for
doctrines the commandments of mennen having a form of godliness but they
deny the power thereof tjfl he again forbade me to join with any of them
and marfananenaoe more thinasthingsthingthina dids he say unto me which I1 cannot write at this
0 funclearjnmclear word time

sopsoj

bunfunclear worewordwort I1 saw a pillar of light
exactly over my head above the brightness of the sun which descended
graduallygauallygrsduallygiugau untilalayally it fell upon me it no sooner appeared than I1 found
myself delivered from the enemy which held me bound when the light
rested upon

yunfunclearmclearclean

unclearznclear words

wrongswrongf

menamenp

2

correlating various accounts this thesis is not an effort to prove beyond

all doubt that joseph smith was tellingtellinatellteilteli theineinalne truth for this cannot be done

by empirical methods it is simply an effort to analyze as objectively

as possible the various sources and to suggest possible reasons for
some of the problems and conflicts it also shows that joseph smith

was consistent in his recitation of the major aspects of his story over

the years

for the main aspects of the visitations of the father and the son

and mornimornipmornia the following narrative is in joseph smiths owns words as it
appears in the original written account

afteraher I1 had retired into the place where I1 had previously designed
to go having looked around me and finding myself alone I1 kneeled
down and began to offer up the desires of my heart to god I1 had
scarcely done so when immediately I1 was seized upon by some power
which entirely overcame me and had such astonishing influence over
me as to bind my tongue so that I1 could not speak thick darkness
gathered around me and it seemed to me for a time as if I1 were doomed
to sudden destruction but exerting all my powert to call upon god to
deliver me out of the power of this enemy which had seized upon me

and at the very moment when I1 was ready to sink into despair and abandon
myself to destruction not to an imaginary ruin but to the power of
some actual being from the unseen world who had unclear word
such marvelodsmarvelofismarvelousmarvelmarve powerlodsofisodisloasioas as I1 had never before felt in any being just at
this moment of great unclear

anybeinge
funclear
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en the evening of the above mentioned twenty first of september
after I1 had retired to my bed for the night I1 betook myself to prayer
and supplication to almighty god for forgiveness of all my sins and
follies and also for a manifestation to me that I1 mightnight khowhowknownowk gidfit my
state and standing before ainhimahn rorkornor I1 had fully confidence in obtaining
a devine sic manifestation as I1 had previously had one ivhile14hile I1
was thus in the act of calling upon god I1 discovered a light appear-
ing in the room which continued to increase untill sic the room was
lighter than at noonday when immediately a personage appeared at my
bedside standing in the air for his feet did not touch the floor he
hdhad on a loose robe of most exquisite whiteness it was a whiteness
beyond any earthly I1 had ever seen nor do I1 believe that any earthly
thing could be made to appear so exceedingly white and brilliant his
hands were naked and his arms also a little above the wrist so also
were his feet naked as were his leggs a little above the angiesanglesankles his
head and neck were also bare I1 could discover that he had no other col
clothingclocio onthulthui but this robe as it was open so that I1 could see into his
bosom not only was his robe exceedingly white but his whole person
was glorious beyohdbeyofadbeyond description nidaiduld his countenance truly like
lightning the room was exceedinglyexceeding idghtidlght but no so very bright as
immediately around his person when I1 first looked upon him I1 was
afraid but the fear soon left me he called me by name and said unto
me that he was a messenger sent from the presence of god to me and
that his name was moroni1Moronimoronic

timelsbse sipertaspectsipect

one of the problems in connection with the storys authenticity

is the timetine lbapse14apse between the events and the written accounts joseph

smith reported that the first vision took place in 1820 joseph smiths

journal story of his visions was first published in the times and Seasonseasons

the churchs official publication march 15 1842 As the narration shows

this story was dictated may 2 1 858 A much shorter account by joseph

was published just two weeks previouslyprevious march 2 1842 in the same paper

and is known as the entworthwentworthVl letter some accounts authored by those

other than joseph smith were published prior to 1842 although not prior

to 1840 and will be treated in the body of the thesis and listed in the

appendix it is also notable that joseph smith evidently attempted to

dictate an account of these experiences as early as approximately 1833

see appendix A appp 7127 12

n ht39

a es

ly

15p

publ i shed

p

isee

1

3 9

sp

lyp

teme abse a

epy

ppe

9.9

9.9



jesuspjesusa

preparipeepari
I1 ng

2johnajohn

4

this was never corrected completed or published it is found in appendix

D of this thesis
john A widstoewidMiduld astoe biographer of joseph smith and an apostle of the

church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintss- intsday made the followingfollo commentwinawimawlna re-

garding the timelapsetime lapse problem

because this first vision maswaswes not published by the prophet in printed
form 1821842 until after the prophet began his history in 1838 the
conclusion has been offered that the whole story is a fabrication thatflatfiattint
it did not occur that it was invented to bolster up the prophet
claims to revelationrevelrevei itationo is much the same as to say that the doings
of jesus are fiction because the gospels recounting them were not writ-
ten until after the death of jesus or that abraham lincoln was not a
railsplitterrailrallrali splittersputter because the story of his youth was not printed until he
was a mature man it is a new and astonishing historical dictum2dictumdictums

secrecy

2

aspect

pokablepoaableposible reasons why josephjosephtsjosephas storyts was not put into written fonnronnrom

until eighteen years after its occurrence and then not published until four

years later require attention it is recognized however that the follow-

ing are milyonly possible though logical explanationsexplanation the fact still re-

mains that joseph smith recorded other revelations as they happened even

preparing some of them for publication as early 1831 the book of com-

mandments which came from the press in 1833 contained many of these revela-

tions and it is a question for speculation whether or not joseph smith

intended to publish the account which he apparentapparently began to dictate about

that year

joseph did not tell his story promiscuously in fact as he stated

in the beginning of his btorypfetoryfedory it reaswasbeas only because of the many rumors

which were circulated that he felt compelled to write it in the first place3

ohn A widstoe gospel interpretations salt lake citescityscity boo

craftpcraftocrafbcrabb 1947p1947 p 118

sge appendix A p 4
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accordingaccordinglyaccordinglv by sunset the nextnezu day we were all seated and
joseph commenced telling us the great and glorious things which god
had manifested to him but before proceeding he charged us motbotnotmobwob to
mention out of the family that which he was about to say to us as
the world was so vdlckedacked that when they came to a knowledge of these
things they would try to take our lives and that when we should obtain
the platespiates our bamesaamesnamesbanes would be cast as evil by all people hence
the necessity of suppressing these things as much as possible until
the time should come for them to go forth to the world 0

these things of coursecourscounse pertain to experiences other than the visi-

tation of the father and the son but they illustrate joseph smithssmith

apparent conviction that personal spiritual experiences should be kept

from the general public this could be a possible explanation for his

long hesitation in tellihgtelling the very special and sacred story of the

joseph smith history of the church hereafter referred to as
DHC salt lake city church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday
1948 1I 2202200

5lbd5jbd 1I 434443

lucy

44

mack smithsmiths history of joseph smith ed by preston nibley
salt lake citycityscites stevens and hallisvitallis incinca 1945 p 82

6lucyflucy

5

atkt the semiannualsemi conferenceannual of the church at far kestwest missouri october

2 1831131 the clerk of the conference paraphrased joseph smiths remarks

it was not intended to tell thu world allanariail the particulars of the
coming forth of the book of mormon and also it was not ex-
pedient for him to relate these thifagsthitbjthltaj

Asks

hagsfagshgs4

a part of the dictated history of the beginning of the church joseph

also stated

in the meantime we were forced to keep secret the circumstances of
fairinghairinghaftng received the priesthood and our having been baptized owing
to a spirit of persecution which had already manifested itself in the
neighborhoodneighborhoods 5c

by implication this might also include other spiritual manifestations

the history of jsseph smith written bybv his mother includes her

son story of the vision precisely as he recorded it at the end of ac

account is the following comment concerning the importance of secrecy

0

neighborhood5
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appearance of the father and the son

it is possible that joseph smith kept this vision a secret because

he felt that communications of this nature were to be treated as sacred and

not to be made public at first this thought is reflected in an article dated

june 15 184218420 on the subject of the holy ghost in which the mormon prophet

discussed his ideas on gods methods of communication between god and manmansnan

the manifestations of the gift of the holy ghost the ministering of
angels or the development of the power majesty or glory of god were
very seldom manifested publicly and that generally when angels have
come or god has revealed himselfhim itself hawhaahas been to individuals in pri-
vate or their chamber in the wilderness or fields and that generally
without noise or tumult the angel delivered peter out of prison in the
dead of night came to paul unobserved by the rest of the crew appeared
to mary and elizabeth without the knowledge of others spoke to john the
baptist whilst the people around were ignorant of it whennhenkihen elisha saw
the chariots of israel and the horsemen thereof it was unknown to others
when the lord appeared to abraham it wasivas at his tent door when the
angels went to lot no person knew them but himself which was the ccasecase
probably with abraham and his wife when the lord appeared to moses it
was in the burning bush in the tabernacle or in the mountain top
elijah was taken in a chariot of fire it was unobserved by the world
and when he was in a cleft of a rock there viasbras loud thunder but the
lord was not in the thunder there was an earthquake but bhethe lord was
not in the earthquake and then there was a still small voicevolce which was
the voice of the lord saying whatifwhat doest thou heerheqrheqrp elijaheiljahjah the lord
cannot always be known by the thunder of his voice by the display of
his glory or by the manifestation of his power and those are the least
prepared to meet them and were the lord to manifest his power as he
did to the children of israel such charadterscharacterscharad wouldters be the first to say
filetfflet not the lord speak anymmrepanyromre lest we his people die 7

there are also some who interpret certain biblical passages to suggest

the importance of secrecy about some things to you it is given to know

the secrets of the kingdom of heaven christ told a few of his disciples

but to them it is not given again in john if I1 have told you earthly

things and ye believed not said the lord how shall ye believe if I1 tell
you of heavenly things 9

joseph

tobe
150

let 117

118
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ajosephfjoseph smitchsmitjh

7

after eighteen years joseph smith apparently felt that the need for

secrecy had passed no effort was made from that time forth to keep silentilent
on

I1

the

S

visitations it is conceivable tootoop that some of the details of

the visions were never intended to be made public and remained secret known

only to joseph

problem of secondary sources

an interesting note found in joseph smiths dictated writings under

date of may 30 1838 states the first presidencyPesi weredency engaged in writing

the church history and in recitation of grammar lessons which recitations

at this period were usually attended each morning before writing

it appears that men other than joseph smith had something to do 1thijith wi

with writing the history of the church the counselors in the first presi-

dency and the clerk having written part of the church history and having

known the story of the visionsvision would be in a position to correct any error

that might have crept into the record the men who served as counselors to

joseph smith at this timetine were sidney rigdon 183318441833 and1844 hyrum smith

183718411837 the1841 clerk was george W robinson 183818401838 there1840 is no

evidence to indicate that these men varied from the story as published by

joseph smith except in the case of the nephimoroninephi problemmoroni which is treated

in chapter 111IIIlii of this thesis

josephs account was dictated to his scribe on may 2 1838 after

this adcountaccount was printedprint someedpeds of the writers of the secondary accounts

had access to it as well as the information they received from continuous

association with joseph smith john taylor one who was closely associated

with joseph smith stated lt can telltehtelteliteil you what he joseph snrua told

10
joseph smithsmithp DHC III111liilililiiiiiiiiy 26

1110

V
T
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8

me about it the visions

As may be expected in the case of all retold stories there are

some discrepancies in the various narrations these secondary sources are

interesting since some of them contain details which joseph smith

did not incorporate into his own written account it must be assumed

that these details are either 1 additional facts that joseph told orally

but did not incorporate into his written account or 2 embellishments

by the authors which were original with them and not necessarily what

joseph related

skeptics have tried to show that the names and number of the per-

sonages who appeared were not madebade clear in the reports and accused joseph

and his family and friends of fabricating the story various detailed ad-

ditions in the secondary sources have been classified by some as intentional

changes some accounts have been described as confusing many writers

claim that josephjosephs dxperienceexperience was a result of environment and his youthful

imagination acusationsaccusations of fraud based on hypnosis hallucinations

dreamsdreans and pure prevarications havehbeen hurled at him on the other hand

joseph smith never seemed to have changed the essential elements of his

story during his lifetime and was called upon to die a martyrmartyrs death to

seal his witness

the contributions of these secondary accounts are veryverjvenyververyvenyven taluableetealuablevalutaluj
joseph

ablee

smith published his account only in the times and seasons and in

the wentworth letter if his story were true however it would be

natural for him to have spoken of those experiences to his close associates

since joseph gave his story publicly only a few timestines these secondary

brigham young et al journal of discourses hereafter referred
to as journal of discourseslondon F D and S W richards 185418861854
XXI

1886

161igligi IF

zhe visioqp7 till1111

0
embe shmentssements

timesp

librigham
discourses london

o 1610
0
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sideideld not va

rajrap which had been settled for only twentyfivetwenty yearsfive

later they movednoved to manchesterManches aterp nearby town

in the 1820 the life of the ordinary western american family

centered on the home and if the family were religious the charchochurchychurcho

religion seemed to be the topic of conversation in many gathering

joel12 228 30300

hintedointed

9

sources add much valuable detail
IN
for the believer they make the story

more complete

in attempt will be made in this thesis to prove or disprove joseph

smiths story an analysis will be made of the visions and it will be

pointed out that the jyjgry source joseph smith ddgtvay in telling
his account and died without refuting or denying the association he had with

heavenly messengers As to the secondary accounts the analysis will ex-

tend to comparing the retold toriesfetoriesbtoriestorlestoniesstoriesfe with the primary source pointing out

the differencesdifference apparent embellishments and additions this should help

to determine if the story is supported by adequate testimony

enviornment of joseph smith

members of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday interpret

the following words of joel as pertaining to the environment of this day

and age when he saldsaidssaidmaids your old men shall dream dreams your young men

shall see visions and I1 will shew wonders in the heavens and in the

earth 2 As the first president of the church of jesus christ of latter

day saints joseph is acknowledged as a propheprophet seer and revelator

to the millions who have become embers of that church

the smith family consisting of the parents and eight children

migrated in 181 from the state of vermont to wsternwesternastern new york they

first lived in palmyraPalmy

ry 9P

embe sementsshments

02

saintsp

mi ons i4embers

1815

1820ts
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relinellneilaloussiouselousrious feeling
in order to have everybody convertconverted as they were pleased to call it
let thenthemghen join what sect they pleased yet when the converts began to
let them join what sect they pleased yet when the converts began to
file off some to one party and some to anotherano ittherp was seen that
the seemingly toodgood feelings of both the priests and the converts were
moreretgnded than real for a scene of great confusiohconfusion and bad feelings

ebothtboth
morenore pretendedthanpretended

offaoffp

priestsriests anfltthedffd convertsbhethe were more pretended than realremren torfor
a scene of great confusion and bad feelihgensued

opinikopini

10

although less than fifteen percent of the population actually belohgedbelonged to
any church the religious atmosphere became exciting and some of the dis-

cussions resulted in the flaring of tempers and even more violent outbursts

in the words of joseph smithsmiths

sometime in the second year after our removal to manchester there was
in the place where wevie livedlivedolivedp an unusual excitement on the subject of
religion it commenced with the methodistsMethodist but soon became general
among all the sects in that region indeed the whole district of our
country seemed affected by it and great multitudes united themselves
to the different religious partipartiespartl which created no small stir and di-
vision amongst the people some crying lo10 here and others lo10
there some were contending for the methodist faithfalth some for the
presbyterian and some for the baptist

for notwithstanding the great love which the converts to these
different faiths expressed at the time of their conversion and the
great zeal manifested by the respective clergy who were active in
getting up and promoting this extraordinary scene of religiousrelisious

the pretestsprtests
priest contending

against priest and convert against convert BO that all their good
feelings one for another if they ever had any were entirely lost
ih a strife of words and a contest about opinions13opinions

it

13

should be observed that many revivals of western new york were

differentfferentefferent in character from some of the violent bodytwistingbody twisting demonstr-

ations typical of areas such as kentucky new york revivals were seldom

accompanied by extreme bodily contortions but were more refined in nature

and accompanied by much praying

whitney crosscrosspcrossd a noted historian describes the conditionscondition

this

0

was a period of revivals and entlihsiasmenthfasiasm the great awakening of
the Cs and the religious fervor of the 1790 left lasting im-

pressions uponqoon the country but after the warliarviar of 1812 the religious
upheavals surpassed all previous experiences ifit appears that
western new york was more intensively engaged in revivalism than

snithSmithseithselth D H C 1I 232 3
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bocisoci

chiosohios

prespiprespp 1950p

n
were other portions of the northeast 1

gustive larson a prominent mormon historianhistoric observes in his re-

cording of mormon beginnings that competition between religious denomin-

ations resulted in numerous camp meetings which drew thousands from the

countrysidescountry somesides attended out of curiosity but many came charged with

excitement expecting divine manifestations

lowry nelson sociologist and historian describes the purpose of

these reivialsrei

the

vials

essential idea in these revivals was the millennium and the second
coming along with the restoration of pentecostal manifestations

emotional instability literal acceptance of the bible as revelation
renewed interest in the prophecies of the old and new Testamenttestamentstestement
characterized the peoples of the sections of new york and ohio in which
mormonism had its formative years

it should be noted that these revivals at times resulted in some

good many excellent men have traced their sincere piety which distin-

guished them through life to such an origin many revival enthusiasts

howeverhowe becameverpverj affected only during the life of the current meetings and

then went back to their normal living there was also the danger that the

genuine enthusiasmenthusiajanenthusiamm of some might provoke hypocrisy in others

it was during one of these revival periods that four of the smith

family were influenced and united withvith the presbyterian church josephjoseoh

says that in his early life he becamef1becamebecane somewhat partial to the methodist

sect he also stated that he was not able to decide which church was

Whitneysbitney crosscrosso the burned dverover district theip social and intel-
lectual history of enthusiastic religion in western1 new yori 180018501800

ithica
1850

cornell0 university pres 1950 PP 11121112011 120
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0 larson outline history of utah and the mormons salt
lake city deserete book company 1958 p 20

lowry nelson the mormon village salt lake city university of
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see

34

appendix A p 6

14

a n

meet s3mg

15

ologist

16

unitedwith

07

14whitney

1958p

16lowry
ppe

17see po 60

sp

unitedWith

14
york

scitney



coecoo incp

rayrap
and when he got home that evening he got the family bible and looked up

the first chapter of james and read the ministers text

rajrap N Y palmyra courier co incinca 1938 PP 21242124921 24249 0

12

right

willard bean a historian who lived many years in vern lewnew

york tried to gain an insight into the environmental conditions of the

people living at this time he wrote

the revival started the latter part of april before the rural people
could get onto their land to begin spring plowingplopio whichkingowingo gave the
farmers a chance to attend the meetingmeenee eventinga business and professional
men neglected their work and all but shut up shop by the first of
may the revival was well under way with scores of people confessing
religion and each new convert becoming a selfappointedself missionaryappointed to
solicit friend and neighbornneighborsneigh theborn prevailing question among people of
the neighborhood was whatifwhat shall I1 do to be savedsavednsavedg

during the second week in may the revival began to show signs of
breaking up and the many converts were solicited by the different
preachers to join their respective churches this caused considerable
rivalry and contention among the ministers so warm did this contention
become that harsh accusations were hurled by certain of their numbers
it was during this stage thatthattintti oneat of the methodist ministers took his
text from the first chapter of james fifth and sixth verses which
reads as follows if any of you lack wisdom let him ask of god that
giveth to all men liberally and upbraidetupbraidetitiupbraider not and it shall be given
unto him but let him ask in faith nothing waiveringwaiteringwaivering the minister
made a special appeal to those who were yet undecided those who could
nisrfcnbt make laptiptrplup their minds and were procrastinating the day of the re-
pentance it was rather effective and found ready response with a young
lad named joseph smith jr who wasviasvlasrias present he felt more con-
cerned about salvation than ever before but could not account for the
contention among the ministers joseph smith at this time was fourteen
years of age and had never made thbthtaht teachings of the respective churches
of the vicinity a minute study hence he did not know that there was
any particular difference in their doctrine but he felt much coneernedconcerned
as to which church he should join the family bible and the christian
almanac with the patent medicine recipes made up the principal
reading matter of the average home during the pioneer days of palmyraPalmy

he
read it again and again and the more he read it tahthhthkahk more it impressed
itself on his mind he lacked wisdom he was worried and wanted to
know which of the churches was right and which he should join he
definitely made up his mind to take james who spoke for the lord at
his word and carry out his instructions he could scarcely sleep
during the night for thinking about it and even made up his mind where
he would go put it to the test18

these were the times when the religion was taught constantly simply

illardWillard bean A B C history of palmyra and the beginning of mtr
monism palmyraPalmy
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cepcey despite

the efforts of the ministers she refused to acknowledge any spiritual

authority greater than the scripture and her private convictions she also

said that spiritual manifestations and serious thought were part of her

ancestors everyday living god and the many teachings comprising the

gospel were an inspiring force among the smith family many generations prior

prior to joseph smith joseph smith senior the prophets father claimed

to have visions which have been redordedrewordedredor andded give indication of his spirit-

uality

william smith last surviving brother to joseph smith states

my mother who wasbrashnas a very pious woman and much interested in the wel-
fare of her children both here and hereafter made use of every means
which her parental love could suggestsugges totp get us engaged in seeking

john R commons et al documentary history of american indu-
strial society cleveland arthurarth Hdr clark company 1910 V 20

preston20 nibleyPreston joseph smith the prophet salt lekelakeiekeekeakeI city
deseret news press 19461946p ppap 15015001 50500

13

and earnestly the people became excited over the sinful condition of ma-
nkind and many of their souls yearned for religious satisfaction A religious

revolution seemed to be in the air A recent work in american historyI states

the following

mens minds had become unsettled visions of a new moral world had
come dowgdawg uponudon them tradition had lost its hold and transition its
terorsderors 7

joseph smithssmith mother recorded in her writings that the smith family

for many generations back had had independent natures which led them co-
nstantly to seek truth joseph smiths paternal grandfather asael smith

of topsfieldtapsfieldTops massachusettsfield was very liberal in his views asael could

not reconcile the conflicting creeds of the sects with scripture his advice

to his family was to search the scriptures and consult sound reasohreasofareaschrea

joseph

sohasofa

smiths mother likewise maintained her independenceindependen

down
19

20

9

19john



acrealacneal F e

coojcoop
denceldencep

cejcep initiative and determination they worked twelve hoursdours a day
with hand tools to build their homes and supply food and clothing for
their families travel for pleasure was unknown the first railroad
had not yet competed with the horeeedrawnhorseedrawn vehicle roads were poor
and usually maintained by a tax or a toll &

biblepbibler homephomec

14
for our bouassouas salvation she prevailed on us to attend the
meetingsmeeting and almost the whole family became interested in the nattermattermaltermatlernatler
and seekers after tmrhhtmzfah this extraordinary excitement prevailed
not only in our neighborhood but throughout the whole country great
numbers were converted

it is difficult to determine the amount of influence all this had on

joseph smith it is quite obvious from his own story that deep impressions

were made according to his mothernother joseph was much less inclined to the

reading of books than any of the other children he wasviasbias more inclined

towards meditation and deep ttudyfetudy he aaswasirasrasi notjrorbidbotjonotjo but
1

rahterrbidp cheerful

and mature beyond his years he was neither terrified by the threats of

revivalists into an acceptance of their dogmas nor driven by their divisionsdivi

into

eions

unbelief in revealed religion the question withirithritheithi him seemed to be

whichifwhich of all the churches is the church of christ

joseph smiths boyhood was spent in clearing preparing and culti-

vating the acreageacreaje of the familys home in manchester he would sell the

chopped wood resulting from the clearing of their heavily timbered land

A mormon francis kirkhamKirkeirk addshamp his description to the boys early envirohenviron

mental analysis

joseph smith grew to manhood among oodoods noblemen men of faithfalthfaiths self
reliancerelianretian

in addition to the
biblebibie one nightblightmight find in the homehone the almanacalmana and a few books of
travel children went to school for about three months a year until
they could read write and cipher modern science was unknown persons
suffering with fever were denied waterwatery and people were bled when blood
infusion would have saved their lives children died from communicable
diseasediseaseji nowji prevented9.9 by inoculation people lived near to nature
and believed in the love and mercies of god23

21 see appendix H p 2 ee appendix A p 6

23francis23 MFrancis Kirkhakirkham A newmew witness for christ in america indepen-
dence jackson county missouri zions printing and publishing co
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these environmental influences must have had their affect upon younyoungyoune joseph

smith in his impressionable years

religious doctrines taught

in the religious excitement of the age many doctrines were ex

pundedfunded As george S tannertamer points out some religious issues later
developed into mormon theology were major points of discussion among re-

ligious leaders

among mormon ideas which had their counterparts in other religious move-
ments was the desire to restore the ancient organization and practices
of the church of christ even roger williams had recognized the need
of apostles and had stated that until god set them there would not
be the authority of god upon the earth the separate baptists in the
south actually chose elder samuel harris as an apostle in 1774 and
all the ministers present laid their hands on his head and ordained
him to that office albutal&utalblut 18001800p able M sargent founded a sect in
southern ohio and gathered around himself twelve apostles mostly wo-
men 24

A latterdaylatter saintday church publication the millennial star further

points out

in england between the years 1830 and 1835 sia sect known as the
irvingitesIrving believedites that twelve apostles among the gentiles were neces-
sary in preparation for christs second coming and had appointed the
twelvetiitij byelveeive 1835183 the irvingite leaders also received revelationsrevelation pre-
dicted the future and had the gift of healing and the gift of tongues 25

joseph smith never claimed to have a monoplymonolly on the truth t
appears howeverhowehove thatverpverj many of his religious teachings were unique certain-

ly the concept of the godhead withi the father and son separate personages

of flesh and bones and the holy ghost as a third member as a spirit was

new also the ijudgementjudgementjud ofgement three degrees of glory premortal existence

temple work location of the garden of eden salvation of the dead

george shepherd tanner the religious environment in which mor-

monism arose unpublished masters thesis university of chicago june
1931 PP 21 77797779077 79o

millennial25

79

starstarpstary july 185318&318431863
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I1 look for the hour when the supreme beauty which
ravished the souls of those eastern mennen and chiefly of those hebrews
and through their lips spoke oracles to all times shall speak in the
west also

nenomeno

bibielbiblel

etherefthere
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additional scripturescri otherfurejure than the biblebibie organization of the church con-

cept of zion gospel taught prior to christ were all singular features
of the doctrine of joseph smith

the elaboration and clarification that joseph smith made on all the

doctrines then expounded could of course be listed documented and com-

pared but that is not the purpose of this treatise it would be sufficient
to summarisesummaristsum bymarise suggesting that mormons acknowledge the idea that a reat

deal of revelation from god to man comes in response to mansmajsmaisnaisnanskajs needs and his

search for truth since factors in the environment influence majrsmanfmantmaars needs

and interests certainly revelatiohrevelation would comecone in many instancesinstance as a re-

sult of these factofactobsfactors mormons would argue that most of the great revelations

have come to man because someone asked according to the bible moses and

other spiritual leaders of ancient daydsdadds ekedraked for direction before the lord

revealed his will the way the lord seems to function is to wait for man to

realize a need then he reveals and instructs joseph smith stated that

he had to ask which church was right before the anaveransweran cameswer therefore

it seems to be mans need which opens the heavens and allows communication

to flow between god and man through inspiration dreams and even visions

almost with an attitude of prophecy in an adress delivered be-

fore the senior class of the divinity school of harvard university of july

15 1838 ralph waldo anersonbnersonruerson0 one of the greatest minds of joseph smiths

time described the religious conditions in the united states and yearned

for modernmodem revelations he stated 0

the need was nevergreaternever forgreater new revelation than now

here has been aj universal decay if not almost death of faith in
society

couldp

great

s

ccmep

0

a

0 0
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orson pratt a convert to the church and one who knew joseph smith

intimately describes j8sephsjgsephsjosephs situationsliusitu 0

what

ationo

were the circumstances that enabled him to have manifestations
from heaven at that early period of his life he was very anxious
as most of mankind are to be saved and he was also very anxiousardrdous to
understand how to be saved but on this point he was at a loss he did
not understand the way to be saved he was a fannerfarmerfarmersranner boy he was
not brought up and educated in high schools academies or colleges he
was merely a poor farmerfarmersfarner boy27

under all of these environmental influences joseph records that

he washes moved to go into the woods to pray for an answer to his religious

problems certainly joseph smiths environmentfironmentsen whether natural or created

by god became an important influence in establishing the mormon faith

theological importance of the visions

according to biblical history visions and dreams have constituted

a means of communication between god and man in every dispensation of the

priesthood the scriijimesscrilhpvmes record that to adam the patriarch of the race

god revealed his will and gave commandments enoch spoke face to face with

the lord who counselledcounsellercoun himselled 28 according to the book of mormonmomon account

the brother of jared was given a vision of history and prophecy concerning

menmenonenmenenene 229 to moses god revealed his will through a physical manifestation

of firerire 030 lehi was instructed by dreams regarding his future in the land

we now call america3america31Americaamerical the331 old testament prophets were favored similarly
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kak1aven saying this is my beloved son in whom I1
am well pleased

18

the dispensation of the meridian of time when christ was upon the

earth waswaas characterized by many examples of the lord speaking inspiring
instructing in person his birth and that of his cousin john the ba-
ptist were prefaced by visitations from heavenly messengers

As they review all of the communications that have been recorded

between god and man in the existing histories there are some who state

that the experience which joseph smith reported could be considered one

of the greatest and most outstanding scriptural stories known to man let
us examine the siutiatoh to see if there is any credibility to hhisthischis asser-

tion

joseph smithssmithysnithy account is unique in that the father and the son

appeared together and they both spoke to those who accept the bible and

the book of mormon as authentic nowhere invbhes histories do we have

another example that parallels this experience in this respect paul the

apostle had an experience but he declared only that alsinglea1singlesingleal member of

deity appeared 7 the apostle peters relationship to the lord was sim-

ilar in that respect johsjohns40 revelation recorded in his book must

have been a unique experienceexperienc but as far as the text states we learn
41 7that god alone revealed it to him

A few scriptural examples of appearanceoftheappearancetheth of two members of the

godhead are as follows nr

and jasysjesysjes whenassvss he was baptized went up straighwaystraightwaystraig outhway of the
water and lo10 the heavens were opened unto him and he saw the
spirit of god descending like a dove and lighting upon him and
lo10 a voice from heaven

this scriptural story was repeated by mark and luke and was

acts 169 acts 1010161010 16
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onJ Y
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confirmed ih most details in each gospel the savior of the world

was baptized inln the water the voice of the father dasvaseuskus heard and a symbol

the dove gave representation of the holy ghost sinceall threemembers

of the godhead were represented this event wastraas also unique and unparal-

leled in scriptural history

another outstanding example is seen in the description of the

transfiguration jesus took peter james and john and ascended a high

mountain withmthuth this privacy jesus left the apostles and alone communed

with his father As4 a result wf his prayer he wasviasv glorifiedi so much so

that his countenance was altered and his raiment glistened his face

did shine as the sun and his garments became shining exceeding white as

snow so as no fuller on earth can white them 11 thus jesus was trans

figured before the three disciples ithidthedth jesus were two personages elijah

and moses the lord conversed with these two glorified personages con-

cerning his death as the three apostles listened intently peter entered

into the conversation with a proposition to erect a8 memorial reverencing

this wonderful occasion A bright cloud overshadowed than and a voice

out of the cloud saidsald this is my beloved son in whom I1 am well pleasedpleas

hear

edyedp

ye him this was the eternal father introducing and sanctioning the

manifestation the apostles fell prostrate jesus touched them and

told them not to be afraid when they looked they saw they were alone

with the savior the whole experience was over and the disciples were left
43

with a greater understanding of the saviorsaviors mission in this exper-

ience the three men witnessed evidences of the two members of the godhead

but saw only one of them

recorded in the book of mormon are details of the appearance of

matthew 1718171 8

since allailali three membersacl ire e

I1

43matthew43
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i-jasi-pas unintelligible the third timetrunetine it was distinct
beholdflbehold my beloved son in whom I1 amarnard well pleased in whom I1 have glori-

fied my name hear ye hinehime As the intent multitude gazed upwards they

beheld the personage of the resurrected jesus christ their redeemer and

savior he spoke and inspired them so much that the multitude prostrated

themselves before him again we witness a scriptural story with two per-

sonages in evidenceevidences yet only the son showing his body

the only other instance that is available to us in religious

histonhistory is that of stephen the martyr As stephen bore his last testimony

to mortal man the persecutors threw stones at him and thirsted for his

blood at this moment stephen energized by the holy ghost looked

steadfastly upward and exclaimedexclaim B11b eholdbehold I1 see the heavens opened and

the son of man standing on the right hand of god after this vision

stephen prayed lorlord jesus receive my spirit thus in stephenstephens

experienceexperiences two of the deity were shown in vision with no speaking or

personal message evidenced

in joseph smithtssmith1ssmiths experience he states that both the father and

the son manifested themselves and communicatedriunicated

gasges

comcok

fulfifulci ent

christjchrista

20

the savior to some of the ancient inhabitants of the american continent

in fulfirbnent of promises made christ appeared to the npehites in the
land of bountiful just prior to jesusjesus1jesusa appearance a voice was heard

three times twice it

with hiihis
0 0 exerting all my power to call upon god to deliver me out of
the power of this enemy which had seized upon me and at the very mo-

ment when I1 was ready to sink into despair and abandon myself to
destruction not to an imaginary ruin but to the power of some actual
being from the unseen worldworlds who had such marvelous power as I1 had never
before felt in any being just at this moment of great alarm I1 saw
a pillar of light exactly over my headheads above
sunasun2

the brightness of the
sun which descended gradually until it fell upon me

it no sooner appeared than I1 found myselfmyseldtmyseld delivered from the

hirdthird nephi 11 acts 72556070556072557055
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enemy which held me bound lihenjhen the light rested upon me I1 saw two
personagespersopOrso whosenages brightness and glory defy all description standing
above me in the air one of them spake unto me calling me by namenainenane
and saidsald pointing to the other this is my beloved son hear himhinhime 461146

following this the other personage jesus christ gave instruc-
tions to joseph smith joseph claimed that this washnas the first event in
the restoration of the fulnessfalness of the gospel to the earth in this dispen-

sation joseph smith told the world that he both saw and heard god the

eternal father and his son jesus christ 47 joseph smithssmithysmithw followers

see appendix B

i n
there are two references in apocryphal literature alludingalsealSiaise touding

the appearance of the father and the son the didacheDidach or teaching of the
twelve apostles is one of the most important discoveries of the second
half of the nineteenth century there are several references in early
christian literature to a book withvatn this or a similar title As it stands
the didache may be described as a manual of church instruction

in the last chapter of the didacheDidach the author describes the cond-
itions that will exist in the last days

then sjaallsjxall the creation of mankind comecone to the fiery trail and manymarwnanyjarw
shall be offended and be lost but they will endure in their faith
shall be saved by the curse itself and then shall appear the sinssigns of
truth first the sign spread out in the heaven then the sign of
the sound of the trumpettrumpetrumpeta and thirdly the resurrection of the dead
but not of all the dead but as it was saidsald the lord shall canecone and
all his saints with him then shall the world see the lord coming
on the clouds of heaven

kirshoppKir lakeshopp the apostolic father transpj william hinemanneinemannHi
london

nemann
the macmillan co 1912 p 333

since this apocryphal literature gives a prophecy of the future and lists
the coming attractions in somewhat of an order I1 would like to further
analyse the sign that the author listed as taking place first in the last
daysdayse he states thetithe sign spread out in the heavenheavenff thisff interpebtainterpbteba
tion agrees with the translation of the greek word ekpetasis found in
the greek text howeverHowehove whenverjverp we look at the greekenglishgreek lexiconenglish welievievde

find their interpretation as being an opening in the heaven ll11 combining
these two renditions of the greek text there is enough similarity to the
event of the visions of joseph smith to merit consideration

there is another interesting situation reported in the efahiopic
manuscript the galilean testament of our lord jesus christchristo in this
apocryphal writingvrriting an interrogation takes place between the apostles and

the savior after his resurrection discussion centers about the millennium

adand the disciples ask christ about his second coming the resurrected

2 11
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maintained that the knowledge obtained in the first vision is the most im-

portant nformationinformationinformation man has received from god since the resurredtionresurredtjonresurrection of the

lord and that it became the foundation of all the ordinances commandments

and blessings of former ages which were subsequently restored in this age

joseph account suggests that the certainty he had of the reality of the

vision was a main factor in giving him the necessary strength to withstand

all obstacles and persecutions which fell his lot during his hortshort life

redeemer states that his father will come during the passover time of the
year some translators go sogo far as to state that text reveals
that father and the son will both come in that season of the year

although some precautions have to be taken there is a relationship
here that may very apply joseph smith claimed that he did have a
vision of the father and the son together he also claimed that it did oce
cur in the passover season of the year and it was the next appearance of
deity adeeraseerafter the ascension right catologuecatalogueCato oflogue the hiopicbbhiopichippic manuscriptnuscript
in the british museum trans london 187716771877p P 270 antoine abbadieAbba

biblioteque
diep

nationalenationalejnationalsNatiNation ppaponalealej 60 100 199
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CHAPTER TWTODwroewo

THE visitation OF THE FATHMFATHER ANDAMD THE SON

josephs 2gexge

joseph smith declared in his story that he was in his fifteenth
year when he had his first vision his story concerning his age remained

consistent as seen in a journal entry dated november 14 1835183

this afternoon erastus holoienholoiesHo oflolesloiesioles newburyonenewburyNewbur ohioaburyyo called on me to
inquire about the establishment of the church and to be instructinstructedinstructdd
inedoctrinedoctrineine more perfectly

I1 gave him a brief relation of my experience while in y ju-
venile years say from six years old up to the time I1 received my

first vision which was when I1 was about fourteen years old also the
revelations that I1 received afterwards concerning the book of mormon
and a short account of the rise and progress of the church up to this
datedated 2

joseph was born in december of 1805 if the vision occurred in

the spring of 1820 he would havebavebeve been approximately fourteen years and

three to five months of age at the time orson pratt confirms josephjosephs

age in his summary history as3 does orson hyde accountaccounts

the

4

visionvisiitaivisi&nVisivlsi
williamwi

itai

smitham a brother to joseph smithsmiths said that joseph was

influenced by a sermon given by reverend lane a methodist minister5ministerministeri

the

5

minister chose for part of his text the passage in jainesjames 15 where

the reader is informed that if he lacks wisdom he should ask god joseph

ee appendix A p 5 mith DHC II11 p 312

see appendix C p 2 see appendix G p 2
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did not record having heard reverend laneslaneis sermon but did state that
after reading this assagepassagealsage in the biblebibie never did any passapassage

joseph stated that this stirring impression becamebecane the motivating

influence which led him to the woods near his home to seek in prayer

the answer to his question which church shall I1 join he continued

that he chose a morning of a beautiful and clear day early in the spring

of 1820 7

after joseph had knelt and vocally expressed his desiresdesi utteringresp

his first oral prayer he claimed that his first feeling was that of in-

tense depression commonly associated with an evil force then in his

greatest moment of despair he saw a pillar of light descend until it fellellfelieileli
68upon him orson pratt enlarged upon this description by writing that

the light was more like a fire and seemed capable of burning the tops of

the trees

he beheld that the leaves of the trees were not consumed by it alt-
hough its brightness apparently was sufficient as2 he at first
thoughthought to consume everything before it but the trees were not c
donsumedconsumeddons byumed it and it continued to descend antiltetilantii it rested upon him
and enveloped him in its glorious rays9

the next sequence in the vision as recorded by joseph occurred

when he was released from the evil influence and standing above him
apparently suspended in space were two personages whose brightness and
glory dfifleddfified all description one of the personages saidsald pointing to the

see appendix A p 6

7beanobean op cite p 25 states that the vision probably took place

in the middle part of maymav

A
see appendix A
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other this is my beloved son hear him 0 the other personage then

talked to the 14 year old boy and answered his question concerning the

existence of the true church for josephs own account of this vision

refer to appendix A

one personage or two

it must be remembered that joseph was alone in the grove when he

experienced this visitation he apparently related his story to some of

his close friends but did not declare it publicly at this time farf6rf&r this
reason there was no story published at that time

written accounts by joseph smiths associates which were published

later however seem to help substantiate the story he told
some critics have taken exception to certain statements from these

secondary sources one such criticism is that not all accounts agree that

there were two personages present besides joseph in considering this issue

it must be pointed out that the account of joseph in his journal the we-
nts 9 S

worth letter daniel stipprtippnippseipps history orsonprattsorsoOrson accountPrattsprattis and orsohorsah hyde

story were all printed contemporary accounts ie written and published

durinadurins the life of joseph smith and indicatedthatindicated twothat personages appeared in

the vision

in addition to the printed sources which were published during the

life of joseph smithsmithp other writings and sermons of his close associates

prove valuable orson pratt for example who knew j8sephjgsephjaseph smith many

years before he was killed in9.9 a discourse dated february 24 1869 de-

clared

whentoienwoienwolen he jiosephjosephfioseph smithsnith was thus encircled about with this pillar of
fire his mind was caught away from every objedtobject that surrounded himhin

iseeosee appendix A
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and he was filled with the visions of the almighty and he saw in the
midst of this glorious pillar of fire two glorious personages whose
countenances shone with an exceeding great lustre one of them spoke
to him saying while pointing to the other this is my beloved son in
whom I1 am well pleased hear ye himhinlim1 tili111111

to further investigate the declaration that there were two personages

who appeared to joseph smithsnith somesone accounts not affiliated with the momonmormon

church have been consulted A publication in englandEnglan the bdinburgedinburg review

1854 and a reprint in 1863 related this story of the vision and reported

two personages appearing 2 I1 pamphlet published in 1844 by an antimormonanti

writer

mormon

outlined the major parts of Josephjosephs vision and wrote that two

personages appeared 1 P W forbes another non momon writer stated in

a pamphlet published tn inglandengland that bwo personages appeared

As iatelateI asate 1843 the year before joseph smiths assassination ie

was interviewed by the editor of the pittsburgh Gazettgazette a non momonmormon

the results of this interview appeared in the new york spectator september

23 18431843j joseph was quoted as follows

the lrd does reveal himself to me I1 know it he revealed himself
first to me when I1 was about fourteen years old a mere boy I1 will
tell you about it there was a reformation among the different re-
ligious denominations in the neighborhood abene I1 lived and I1 became
serious and was desirous to know what church to join

while thinking of this matter I1 opened the testament promiscuouspromiscuously
on these words in james

quit work and I1 kneeled down and prayed saying 0 lord whatthati church sh
C shall I1 join directly I1 saw a light and then a glorious personage

sln4n the light and then another personage and the first personage said

11 journal of discourses XIIkiikli p
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I1 then addressedthis second person saying 0 lord what church shall I1 join hereplied do not join any of them they are all corrupt

sonpsoap

cerepherep howeverhowe isverjverp that the

story is consistent insofar as the number of heavenly personages is concerned

all those closely associated with joseph smith seem to substantiate

the story which he told edward stevenson redordsrewords in his journal that he

first saw the controversial leader in 1834 in pontiacPontia michiganMichimichl aftergane he

became a member of the church he wrote the following in 1932193s1093

in that same year 1834 in the midst of many large congregations the
prophet testified with great power concerning the visit of the father
and the son and the conversation he had with them never before did
I1 fehlfellfeli such power as wasweaswraswres manifested on these occasions and although
only a small percentage of those who saw and heard him accepted the re-
stored gospel there was not one who dare dispute it

on may 27 188 edward stevensonstevea wroteasonqson in his journal

0

27

to the second behold my beloved son hear hamitunh4m

the vision
then vanished

it will be observed that some of the details in this story vary

from the landardaandardtandardjandard account by joseph smith here the younyoung boy prays im-

mediately after reading the biblical passage while in the earlier account

the impression is left that he continued to ponder the problem for some

time before he prayed the standard account furthermore does not mention

that he had been choppingoptingch with an axe just before the vision finally the

standard account suggests that both personages appeared together rather

than one following the other it is not known whether the embellishements

in the later account came from joseph smith himselfhimselhinsel or reflect the editor-

ializing of the reporter the important point here

join11
q

15

t 0

0 with uplifted hand he joseph smith said I1 am a witness that
there is a god for I1 saw him in open day while praying in a silent
grove in the spring of 1820 at1t he further testified that god the
eternal father pointing to a separate personage in the likeness of
himself said this is my beloved son hear ye him tf 0 how these

preston hibley joseph smith the prophet salt lake city deseret
new press 1964 P 31 9
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evvlvvuardwardlardwandlandtand december 7 1879

the report of the clerk john irvine quotes john taylor as saying

I1 can tell you what he joseph mith7mit2h told me about it he said that
he was very ignorant of the ways designdesigns and purposespurpqsespurpbses of god and
knew nothing about them he was a youth unacquainted withbathlath religious
matters of the systems and theories of the day he went to the lord
having read jamesjamestjanestjanes

lordplorap

jesuspjesusa andpanda
sonpsoap

godpgoda

28

words thrilled my entire system and filled me with joy unspeakable
to behold one who like paul the apostle of olden time could with
boldness testify that he had been in the presence of jesus chrsitl6chrsit16

john taylor who was intimately acquainted withrith joseph smith and

was with him when he was killed taylor himself was critically wounded

in the carthagecarthaocamthao jaile delivered a sermon in the 14th

statement he believed that statement and
went to the lord and asked him and the lord revealed himself to him
together with his son jesus and pointing to the latter said this
is my beloved son hear him he then asked in regard to the various
religions with which he was surrounded he inquired which of them was
right forror he wanted to know the right way and to walk in it he was
told that none of them was right that they had all departed from the
right wayvray that they had forsaken rodgod the fountain of all living aterswatersvr

and hemadhewad them out cisterncisterns broken cisterncisterns that could hold no
water f

here was a report by a reputable man who said that joseph smith

had told him the story of the first vision in a sermon delivered at

hoopervillehoopervillesHoopHooper juneervillevilles 27 1881 and reported by george F gibbs john taylor

further stated

god has restored the gospel for the purpose of bringing life and im-
morality to light and without the knowledge of life and immortality
for men cannot comprehend these principles only as they are made known
unto themthen and they cannot be revealed tonly through the medium of the
gospel and through obedience to the laws of salvation associated
therewith hence when the heavens were opened and&ndtnd the father
and son appeared and revealed untunto joseph the principles of the gospel
and when the holy priesthood aaswasvas restored and the church and kingdom
of god established upon this generation which it was possible for man

to recieverecievesrelievesrerec ifcieveievesclevelevesleveo they could comprehend it it was the greatest blessing
which god could confer udogupogupo6upor humanityhumn thenity he sent his servants forth
to proclaim this gospel to the nations of the earth and he is now

sending them forthorth to preach the gospel of the son of god to deliver

16josephoseph grant stevenson lifeii off edwarde stevenson unpublished ma-
sters dissertation brigham young university librarylibraryp 1955 PP 202220
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jiosephfioseph smitchsmit2h entwent into the woods to pray kneels himself down

29

the testimony that he has given unto us and speaking for the
priesthood have we done it we have and we have done it in the
name of israelsIsra godellseils and he has been with us and I1 know itaitj

on october 20th of the same year john taylor told the story in
malad idaho reportreported by george F gibbs

in the commencement of the work the father and the son appeared to
joseph smith and when they appeared to him the father pointingpoin totipa
the son said this is my beloved son hear him As much as to say
I1 have not come to teach and instruct you but I1 refer you to him

as your redeemer your high priest and teacher hear him 19

in a latter dated in 1903 benjamin F johnson who knew joseph

smith well wrote to the assistant historian of the church and stated

joseph smith of lowly birth was a fennfannfeamfeenyean boy of commonconiton class poor
illiterate and without distinction other than being religiously
inclined he attended revivals and ireswasvres in the aaz&uus circles honestly
seeking religion and to learn which was the right church and calling
upon the lord in simple faith that he might know both the father
and the son in a pillar of light descended and in teaching him com-
manded that he join no religious sect as their deeds were all an abo-
mination in his sight

alexander neibaur a teacher who instructed joseph smith in german

and hebrew recorded in his personal journal dated may 24 18441644 the

story of the first vision as related to him by joseph after a period of

instruction

joseph smitj
saw a fire toward heaven come nearer and nearer saw a personage in
the fire light complexion blue eyes a piece of white cloth drawn
over his shouldershoulders his right armam bear sl7 after a while another
person came to the side of the first21first

As

21

in the case of other secondhandsecond accountshand there are some

ibid 2x11 p 218

ibidbid191bid191igi XXVI p 106

20letter20 fromLetter benjamin F johnson dated 1903 written to elder
george F gibbs assiass1ass1t church historian church historianseistelst officebrians salt
lake city
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w- alkerw- lker a I1faithfula member of the church who lived between 1855 and

1902 his statement was made at a fast and testimony meeting february 2

1893 in southern utah

2nd february thursdaythursdaysThurs 1893109391093.9199319939daysdayl attended fast meetingmeetings

lo10 walkerwaiker of date covering 185519021855 in1902 pos-

session of dr hyrum L andrusandruss brigham young university faculty provo

utah
improvement era article XL p 83

elkereiker
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saidasaidp mosephjosephOff thisoseph is my beloved son hear him
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astonishing embellishments in this diary but the major point the appear-

ance of two persons is still there

another interesting note is recorded in the diary of charles L

br
john alger said while speaking of the prophet joseph that when
he john was a small boy he heard the prophet joseph relate his
visiohvision of seeing the father and the son that god t qnhf b igfty
with his yingerfinderfinger and saidsald
As soon as the lord had touched his eyes with his yingerfinderfinger he im-
mediately saw the savior afteryter maetinameetingmeetina a few of us questioned him
about the matter and he told us at the bottom of the meetinemeeting house
steps that he was in the house of father smith in kirtland when
joseph made this declaration and that joseph while speaking of it
put his finger to his right eye suiting the action with the words so
as thetho illustrate and at the same time impress the occurrence on the
minds of those unto whom he was speakingspeaaspea kings

lorenzo snow was the fourth president of the church when he was

seventeen years of age he met and listened to joseph smith for the first
timetymetat3 yearsme later he recorded his feelings in these words

As I1 looked upon him and listenlistened I1 thought to myself that a man
bearing such a wonderful testimony as he did and having such a
countenance as he possessed could hardly be a false prophet H

certainly could not have been deceived it seemed to me and if he
was a deceiver he was deceiving the people knowingly for when he
testified that he had had a conversatiibnmithconversati&nwith jesus the son of god
and had talked with him personally as9 moses talked withrith god upon
mount sinai and that he also heard the oice of the father he was

telling something that he withereitherelther knew to be false or to be posi-
tively true

in somesanesone of the foregoing secondary accounts interestinginte side-

lights

restina

appeared which embellished the original story as told by joseph

smithsmithwsnith these additions obviously cannot be verified by reference to

diary of charles L
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the writingsri oftinestinas the mormonmomon prophet himself nevertheless all these ac-

counts seems to be consistent with regard to certain basic points all
agree that 1 there were twotvo personages who appeared to joseph 2 the

father spoke only a few words after which the sonsoysod instructed joseph

and 3 the two personages were separate distinct with bodies similar

to mans

an explanation of some obscure statements

in some of the secondary sourcesources isolated comments or state-

ments give the impression that it is not clear whether it was one or two

personages that dame to the young boy and that the identity of his visitor
or visitors is uncertain an analysis of the vision assuming josephs

report to be correct shows that the communication centered on one

of the personages more than the other the father is reported to have

said only seven words while the son conversed upon many subjects with

the youth

an example of this confusion surrounding the story of the first
vision comes from a discourse by john taylor dated march 2

just as it was when the prophet joseph asked the angel which
of the sects was right that he might join it the answer was that
none of them are right what none of them no we will not stop
to argue that question the angel merely told him to alinjminjlin none of
them that none of them were right 24

yet in december of the same year john taylor stated that there were

two personages and described the events as jqsephjoseph had done many years

before 2

A problem of consistency is seen in the fact that jon taylor

referred to the heavenly messenger as an angel joseph smithsnith on the

journal of discourses XX p 166
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other hand said that it was the father and thetha son who appeared to him

in response to his inquiry concerning which church is right it is
clear from other references howeverhowe thatverjverp john taylor believed that
the father and the son had appeared and it is therefore safe to as-

sume that he used the word angel to refer to christ that such use of t
the word was not withoutditlwitl precedentout might be inferred from aza sermon by

josephjosenhjoseah smith on a digerentdifdigdlf topicferentgerent

jesus

a

christ became a ministering spirit while his body was lying
in the sepulchre to the spirits in prison to fulfill an important
part of his mission without which he could not have perfected his
work or entered into his rest after his resurrection he appeared
as an anelangel to his disciplesdieci 26plespies

another possible misunderstandmisunderstanding could be illustrated by the

recorded sermon of heber C kimball an early authority of the church

delivered in 185718572

do you suppose that god in person called upon joseph smith our
prophet god called upon him but god did not conecanecome himself and
call but he sent peter to do it do you not see he sent peter
and sent moroni to joseph and told him that had got the plates
did god come himself no he sent moroni and told himhimehin

analysis of the sermonsemon clearly

indicates that he taught that god had designated certain resurrected

persons to be responsible for certain aspects of the governmentgo ofverment HLs

kingdom heber C kimball pointed out that god would not come down and

do their workworhborh since he had designated them to do it thereforetherefor god willivill

not come down he4 willifill send his messengers ifit seems evident that

hberheber Cco kimballKimbal in this sermon was speaking of events subsequent to

DHC IV p 4254250

journal27journal27 of Discoursediscourses VIvijVII ppo 26280

j

cates

ti

26dhco po

iniz

ep

lp

sp

27

agod

.2727

in this situation the whole sermon must be read in order to

understand the full meaningmean heberingeingo GC kimball took for his text on

this occasion godfgod acts through agents
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the first vision of joseph smithsnithesnith A sermon by apostle orson llydehyde in
1854 followed this seinesaine line of reasoning

some one may sey if this work of the last days be true why did
not the savior come himself to communicate the intelligence to the
world because ISbd their angels was committed the power of realinereapinereapiniarea
the

pinia
earthearthy and it was comjdttedcomndtted to none else 28

critics who use part of sermons to refute the story of the first
vision must in3bnabn fairness present these statements in context relating them

with previous and subsequent remakksremajeksremakis andaad thus learn their true intent
aysonoysonopson hyde publishedpublish in 1842 a complete accountaecount of the first vision

wherein he presented very clearly the story of the visit of the two per
29

sonagesnagessovagesso it is clear from the writings and sermons of all these men

that they believed in the actual appearance of the father and the son

isolated passages therefortherefore must be especially interpreted in the light

of what we know about these men and their philosophies

john taylor who became the third president of the church of jesus

christ of latterdaylatter saintsday has provided an insight into the philosophvphilosoplxvphilosophy

of the followers of joseph smith said he on november 23 1882

now it is the rule of god which is desired to be introduced upon the
earth and this is the reason why the father and the son appeared
to joseph smith why john the baptist conferred the aaronic priesthood
why peter james and john conferred the melchizedekMelchia priesthoodedek why
moses camecarne to bestow the dispensation of the gatheringgathe andrineoringo why other
manifestations have been given unto us as a people his elect whomiihomwhon
he has chosen from among the nations 30

john taylor taught that it wr s to introduce the rule and governmentgo ofverment

god on earth the order was that after god and his son had come to usher

in a dispensation the messengers whoigho hold the keys to various appectsaspects

of the kingdom were sent to discharge certain responsibilities concerning

2ibid28ibidbibid28 VIVIPvijIbid p 335 see appendix G p 4
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their part of the government of god

or son pratt emphasized this principle when he said on december

10 1871181

for when the lurdlgrdisprd first revealed to that little oy
he was only between fourteen and fifteen years of age now can we
imagine or suppose that a great imposter could be made out of a youth
of that age and one that could reveal the doctrine of christ as he has
revealed it to this generation would he stand forth and bear testim-
ony that he had seen with his own eyes a messenger of light and glory
and that he heard the words of his mouth as they dropped from his
lips and had received a message from the most high at that early age
and then after having declared it to have the finger of scorn
pointed at him with exclamations there goes the visionary boy no
visions in our day imyilygly he is deluded he is a fanatic and to have
this scorn and derision and still continue to testify in the face
and eyes of all this while hated and derided by his neighbors that
god had sent bishisbas angel from heaven can you imagine that a youth
would do this 1

it is evident that orson pattP wasatt taikinatalking about the visitation

of the lord in the first instance since he named him in the second

instance he may or may not be referring to the lrdard this is confusing

and must be compared withidith his other statements about the story on order

to ascertain what pratt really believed comparmicomparingcomparsi this quotation with

his narrative in the appendix it seems that there is no contradiction

however the2 sermon could have been more clear

one cancn begin to see that in the sermonssemons of these mennen certain

representations must be read carefully to gain the correct meaning

orson pratt said on december 19 186918690

by and by an obscure individual a young man rose up and in the
midst of all christendom proclaimed the startling news that god had
sent an angel to him that through his faith prayers and sincere
repentance he had beheld a supernatural vision that he had seen
a pillar of fire descend from heaven and saw two glorious per-
sonages clothed upon withirithrithi this pillar of fire whose countenance
shone like the sun at noonday that he heard one of these personages
say pointing to the other this is my beloved son hear ye him

this occurred before this young man vmsIBSims fifteen years of age
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againagain on september 22 1821872 orson pratt spoke on this same sub-

ject ndand verified the story thtaht joseph ws not yet fifteen years of age

when he had his first vision that two glorious personages appeared to
him and identified themselves 5 and that later an angel appeared to him

and showed him in vision the gold plates nd explained their purpose 33

in still another discourse orson pratt affirmed the visit of two

personages who identified themselves as the father and the son 3

the problem of indentifying the personalities involved in the first
visionlsionelsion becomes more intriguing in lihtlight of some of the statements of

george A smith cousin to the prophet and an early apostle in a sermon

delivered in salt lakeiakeaake november 1 1863 he made the following comments 0

the lord answered his prayer and revealed to josephjosephj by the
ministration of angels the true condition of the religious world
when the holy angel appeared joseph inquired which of all these
denominations was right and which he should jon and wasvias told they
were all wrong they had all gone astray transgressed the
laws changed the ordinances and broken the everlasting covenant
and that the lord kiaswashias about to restore the priesthood and establish
his church which would be the only true and living church on the face
of the whole earth

josepnjosephjosepn feeling that to make known such a vision would be to sub-
ject himself to the ridicule of all around him knew not what to do
but the vision was repeated several tilflgpi&wp and in these repetitionsrepetition
he wasirasrasaasi instructedinstrmuc toed communicate that which he had seen to his
father his father was not a member of any church but was a man of
exemplary life his mother and brother hyrum were members of the
presbyterian church joseph communicated what he had seen to his
father who believed his testimony and told himhirn to observe the in-
structions that had been given himehimhinhine

these visits led in a short time to the bringing forth of the
record known as the book of momonmormon which contained the fulnessfalness
of the gospel as it had been preached by the savior and his apostles
to the inhabitants of this land also a history of the falling away

of the people who dwelt on this continent and the dealings of god

with them35

after a careful reading it seems evident that the phrase these
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visits refers to the combination of all the visitations of the young

boy joseph since he introduced his subject with the please ministra-

tion of angels

another example of george A smithssmith unique method of discussing

this subject is seen in a semonsermon delivered on june 20 1869

he sought the lord by day and by night and waslasi enlightened by the
vision of an holy anelangelanmei nhenwhen this personage appeared to him one of
his first iniriesinquiriesindries was which of the denominations of christians
in the vicinity was right he was told that they had all gone a-
stary they had wandered into darkness and that god was about to
restore the gospel in its simplicity and purity to the earthearthy he wasims
consequently directed not to join any one of themthen but to be humble
and seek the lord with all heart and that from tjpjp time he
should be taught and instructed in relation to the right way to serve
the lord

these visions continued from time to timetunetine and 1830 he published
to the worldtorild the translation of the book known as the book of
mormohmordoh w

again george A smith used the phrase these visions to refer to

all the manifestations given to joseph up to that time it should also

be observed that he seems to be using the same identification for christ

that joseph smith and john taylortaylon used when he referred to the savior as an

37angel

from all of the prededingprecedingpre referencesdeding we might conclude that it
is difficult to identify the meaning of spoken words which have been

quoted out of contextcontexts it might bisobido be remembered that the sermons

given in that day were taken down by clerks in longhand and could not be

absolutely cornedcorredtcorredtocorredcorredatocor theseredt things go far in accounting for alleged dis-

crepancies in the oftrepeatedoft repeated story of joseph smiths visions

one critic haehaahauha complainedu that brigham young hever mentioned the

ibid XIII p 78780

37dhgc37dhcc IV p 4250425 journaljourjoun of discourses XX p loge1661660

20p

t
sIMP

t e

36

36 pe

IVP pe xxj pap9

in iries

to

irles



irasinas

ahl411ibidbid XII

zvijzeij pe

37

first vision in his discourses38discourses however38 brigham youn once saidsaldscald

I1 never saw anyone until I1 met joseph snithysmithysmithp who could tell netmetnei any-
thing about the character personality and dwellingplace of god
or anything satisfactory about angels or the relationship of man
to his maker39mafeer39Maker

in

39

other sermons brigham young said more specifically

the lord sent forth his anelangelanmei to this same obscure person
joseph smith jr who afterwards became a prophet seer and revela-
tor and informed him that he should not join any of the religious
sects of the day for they were all wrongwonggong that they were following
the precepts of men instead of the lord jesus that he had a work for
him to perform inasmuch as he should prove faithful before himhin

the lord chose joseph smith called upon him at fourteen years of
sy gavegs6gaegsg him visions and led him along guided and directed himhinihinhinl

in his obscurity until he brought forth the plates and translated
them and martin harris was prevailed upon to sustain the printing
of the book of mormon

hen

41

the1 lord called upon jqsephjosephjpseph he was but a boy a child only
about fourteen years of age he was not filled with traditions his
mind was not made up to this that or the other I1 very well
recollect the reformationreforeyo whichmationmatlon took place in the country among the
various denominations of christianhchristiana he did not imowknowamow what the
lord was going to do with him although he had informedinf himormedorned that the
christian churches were all wrong because they had not the holy
priesthood2priesthood42Priesthood

when

242

the same men who knew the philosophy of joseph smith referred

to god chirst moroni or other heavenly personages as angels they seem

to have been following an accepted pattern thistilis title does not seem

to belittle the calling of the son it only describes a special mission

AsA

9

josephc smith used the term angel he suggested that an angel is one

who is chosen to be a messenger in this sense all of the visiting

personages could be termed angels this is admittedly conjecture but1.1

jerald tanner mormonism salt lake tanner pamphlet p 79

39journal of discourses XVIzvi p 46
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whatirwhat caused joseph to ask for guidance as to what church he ought to
jointjoinjoani asked brother briggs

why there was a joint revival in the neighborhood between the ba-
ptists methodsitsMethod andsits presbyteriansPresbyte andrians tihey had succeeded in stir-
ring up quite a feeling and after the meeting the question arose
which church should have the converts reverend stockton was the
president of the meeting and suggested that it was their meeting

eideld

klivii

nopnoj sirp

38

since joseph smith did use this title to describe christ it may be that
some of his associates also thought along this line the close associatesssociatesassociates
of joseph smith who used the word angel in reference to oodcodgod christ
moroni et al also on other occasions explicitexplicitly referred to the father
and son as separate personages who appeared in the first vision this
would suggest they were using the term anel in the generic sense to

identify any heavenly messengermessengers even god

williamilliajnillia smith joseph smithissmiths brother in an interview with E C

briggs gaegakegave the following account of the vision of the boy joseph

william was six years younger than joseph and was 72 years of age at the

time of the interview

didmid

0

you not doubt josephsjoseph testimony sometimes asked brother
briggs

n& was the reply by fcluiajn smith weinietnie all had the most implicit
confidence in what he said he was a truthful boy father and
mother believed him why should not the children I1 suppose if he
had told crooked stories about other things we might have doubted
his word about the plates but joseph was a truthful boy that
father and mother believed his report and suffered persecution for
that belief shows that he was truthful no sir we never doubted
his word for one minute ff11

were your folks religiously inclined before joseph saw the angelangel11
asked brother briggs

yes we always had family prayers since I1 can remember hyrum
samuel katherine and mother were members of the presbyterian churchy
my father would not join he did not like it because reverend stock-
ton had preached my brothers funeral sermon and intimated very
strongly that he had gone to hell for alvin was not a church membermembers

but he was a good boy and my father did not like it

and

under their care and they had a church there and they ougfebougjat to join
the presbyteriansPresbyte butrians as father did not like reverend stockton very

e
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well our folks hesitated and the next evening a reverend M lane of
the methodistsmfethodistsmbthodists preached a sermon on 1141hatftiat church shall I1 join and
the burden of his discourses was to ask god who giveth to all men
liberally and of course when joseph went home and was lookingloo100 overkintekintz
the text he ivaswas impressed to do just what the preacher had saidgaidgald
and 91inggffiing out to the woods with childlike simplesimpie trusting faith
believinebelievinabelievingbelibellbeil thatevineevina god meant just what he said he kneeled down and
prayed and the time having come for the reorganization of his church
god was pleased to show him that he should join none of these churches
but if faithful he should be chosen to establish the true church43church

here

343

wiilliamilliamiiilliam gives us insightihsight into the integrity of his brother

joseph since joseph stated he was alone when he witnessed this visionni

his

sionslon

veracity becomes a very important factor when considering the authe-
nticity of his reportireportlreporte

besides consideringconsi thederinederina veracity of the story under discussion

and the correctness of the basic elements of the episodes the reason for

these manifestations would also seem to be of importance

george teasdale one of the apostles of the church thatthet joseph

smith foundfoundedrounded spoke on the purpose of the first vision in a sermonsemon on

january 13 1884

j8sephjgsephjaseph smith had a vision of the father and the son 10 ever con-
ceived of the nedessitynecessity of such a vision there was an absence of
the knowledge of god the world by wisdom knew not god the being
that is worshipped by socalledso christianitycalled is a being without a
body parts or passions in order that he might have a testator upon
the earth god revealed himself so that we mightnight understandunders a little
concerning the personality of god

the significance of this vision seemed to dawnda graduallyvm upon the

minds of the many people who heard about it hundreds of people re-

quested membership and baptism into this church new cities were founded

and great persecution developed george Q cannonCAnno another apostle of

the church explained thisth&sthfls condition on september 2 188318832
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there was no man scarcely upon the earth that had a true conce-ption of god the densest ignorance prevailed and even ministers
of religion could not conceive of the true idea and there was mystery
associated with what is called the trinity that is withveith the father
the son and the holy ghost but all this imswas swept awaya inway one
moment by the appearance of the almighty himself by the appearance
of god the fotherfather and his son jesus christ to the boy joseph as
he kneeled in the forest beseeching god for knowledge concerning
him and concerning the gospel of salvation in one moment all this
darkness disappeared and onee more there was a manfbundmanfcundmanemanf onbundcund the
earth embodied in the flesh who had seen oodgod who had seen jesus
and who could describe the personality of both faith hnasvas again re-
stored to the earth the true faith and the true knowledge concerning
our creatorCreaorea ourtorp father candand being from whence we derive our origin
this revelation dissipated all misconceptions and all false ideas
and removed the uncertainty that had existed respecting these ma-
tters the father came accompanied by the sonsontsons thus showing that there
were two personages of the godhead two presiding personages whom we
worship and to whom we look the one the father and the other the
son joseph saw that the father had a formforn that he had a head that
he had arms that he had limbs that he had feet that he had a face
and a tongue with which to express his thoughts for he said unto
joseph this is my beloved son

other pertinent statements were made by george Q cannoncannons

here is the testimony of one who actually saw the father and the son
they were as described by all who have seen them literal personages
personages with tabernacles the son being the express image of the
father6Fatherfathers

0

6

0 the son of god himself condescended to come and minister unto
himhin the father having also shown himself unto itunj and these various
angelswelsar the heads of dispensations having also ministered unto himhin 7

there were two personages appeared unto joseph smith junjunojune god the
father and his son jesus christ hateverwhatever errors had existed whauwhat
ever doubts had prevailed up to that time concerning the being of god
werevere swept almyaisy never to return from the minds of those who believed
in that revelation at that timetimestine god was then understood to be the
beinabeinebelnabelne who walked in the garden of eden and spoke with a voice whose
fingerfirwfiew waser to be the beinebeinabelnebelna that he is this testimony camecaine with power
on this occasion
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in the very outset of thistlisalis work the father and the son were revealed
in effableineffableerrablean glory and they were seen by mortal kanjmanj by the testim-ony of others wghave since seen the lord jesus christ and who are
living witnesses thatmatwat rie livesilves and that he is indeed the son of god
and one of the two personages that form the godhead 48

the foregoing treatise should represent the beliefs and feelings

of those affiliated withveith the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday

duringdurina that period of time

Therefortherefore those ahomhoarhowhoeiho believed in joseph smiths story pointed out

that subsequent to the visit of the father the son and moroni there

were other occasions when heavenly messengers instructed joseph in the

presence of other witnesses and we have their testimonies ioto this

effect thus these additional experiences would in the eyes of the

believerbeliebellebeile tendverjverp to add credibility to the story of the first vision

summary

in the foregoing analysis an attempt was made to compare josephs

account with secondary reports from people closely associated with him

who in all probability heard this story from his own lips the problem

of maticssematicssemanticsse was of concern particularly when accurate recordingcordinare wasvms not

available at that time an example wasbrasbaas cited in thee use of the des-

criptive temterm anelan 11reipgelpreis which was defined in relation to the appearance

of christ

all secondary accounts seemed to concur on two basic points of

josephs own story 1 josephs age when he claimed his visitation of

the father and the son was confirmed by most of his associates as being

george Q cannon gospel truth salt lake city zionsziontszlonis book

store 195719570 ededoede jerreld L newquistnewquists ppap 130131130 quoting131 from

deseret weekly april 7 1889 3 PP 6756675

joseph

6

viho have andwho

49

wa th

heardthis

48

19
38 p

4

criptive

eP

49



42

in his fifteenth year 2 careful study of the various accounts indicated

agreement witharivri theth idea that two personages were involved in this visita-
tion certain additional details were aridedaddedrideda by some of the secondary

sources though not confirmed by joseph smithsmithy since he weswasaravra nots alive

when these statements were published

quotations were included which cited reasons why believers con-

sidered josephs story significant the theological purpose of the vision

was pointed out and testimonies recited in order to indicate the sincerity

of these individualsindiVidual

in the final analysis it is admitted that unquestioned proof

of the actuality of this vision could not be provided since joseph wasvas

alone when he experienced this visitation on the other hand it is

quite evident that the criticstcritics1criticscriticcriticist attempts1 to disprove its occurrence is

also inconclusive one would not only have to rely upon the character

and integrity of joseph smith but also upon the veracity of those who

provided additional testimony and secondary accounts of this unusual

story in actuality the only method by which one might arrive at a

decision as to the truth of falsity bf this story would seem to be through

an inner spiritual experience after thorough study one would have to

do exactly as the young boy claimed he diddide praye and receive ones own

witness through the intangible power of god

josephwas
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CHAPTER THREE

MORONImoronilcoronil SIS visitation
joseph smith emphasized in his journal that he knew he had seen

a vision and two members of the godhead had appeared to him he stated

that he could not nor dared not deny this experience he announced

that not onzyonly had the father and the son appeared to him but that an angel

moroni came to him in 1823 he also claimed that subsequent to this
other heavenly personages made visits
moronisMoron visitits

joseph wrote that on the 21st of september 1873 he retired to

his room but before going to sleep he prayed ferverntly that his sins

be forgiven him and that he be permittedpermitledpermit tobedled learn of his status before

god he stated that during the three years previous he was led into

divers kinds of temptations to the gratification of many appetites this

stktementsfciifeement has led somesanesone persons to speculate that his statement indicated

serious moral sins kolimribrnoun&r in a letter to oliver cowdery joseph

explains that sins which concerned him were a light and too often

vain mind exhibiting a fo&liiah and trifling conversation 1

joseph continued that on this particular september evening an

angel of the lord visited him the details of this visitation are out-

lined in the appendix 2 some of the historical problems as well as soe

unusual aspects of his experience will be considered here

IDHC I1 p 10 ee appendix A p 11

43

CHAP

visiI
1 on

fo hh

sode

1dhc1 ip po 2see ap po ilo110ile2see

statement



3seeasee

andhisanahis

6seeasee

44

joseph declared that the angel I loroniloronivloronia appeared three times dur-

ing the evening of september 21 1823 and again in the morning andeindaind Cafter-
noon of the 22nd each time moronimononi rehearsed to the young boy exactly

what he had said previously regarding these visits joseph commented

he fmoronjijloromj quoted many other passages of scripture and offered nanymanymary

explanations which cannot be mentioned here

oliver cowdery with the help of joseph smith prepared eight

letters concerning the appearance of the anelaneelanhel moroni and the rise of the

church and published them in the messenger and advocate beginning october

18 34.34 in his version elder cowdery explained more completely what he

thought moroni quoted to joseph smith in analyzing cowderycowderys account

we see that mommas interpretation of these scriptures brought new light

on ancient writings which had heretofore been a mystery to religious scholars 5

moroninephi

4seeasee

Moroni issueNephi

one passage in the original manuscript by joseph smith reads

whenkrhenuhen I1 first looked upon him I1 was uraldafraid but the fear soon left
me he called me by name and said unto me that he was a messenger
sent from thepresence of god to me and that his name viaswas

keahimephikephi moroni

it is observed that the name NEPHI wasbras first written by the

see appendix A p 13 see appendix F ppap 9159

in

15

a discourse dated september 22 1872182 orson pratt described
moronic personage as a little above the size of common men at the
present day and his arms and feet were partially bare journal of
discourses XVxvixvp ppo 182 the messenger and vocateadvocateaxiAxtali quoted ai letter from
oliver cowdery which includes the following concerning moronimoronis theiftheinthe

stature of this personage was a little aove the common size of men in
this age his garment was perfectly white and had the appearance of being
without seam see pendixappendixIp F

see appendix A appp 111211 12t12
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scribe nephine wasohlohinhi one of the ancient prophets described in the book of
mormon someone later wrote the name MORONI140 aboveRONIrodl it an asterisk was

placed also atkt the bottom of the sheet of the manuscript ivaswas written

after the asterisk

evidently

0

a

s

clerical error see doc and covgov sec 0 par 2
sec 106 par 20 also elders journal vol 1 page 43 should be
moroni

critics of the story are quick to point out the apparent conflict

here and raise doubt that moroni appeared they even accuse joseph

smith of confusion assuming that the vision of the father and the son

and the moroni vision were one and the same

the apparent error of the use of nerelNEEBINAFM occurred in three published

accounts the timestunestines and seasons march 15 1842 vol 3 ppap 749 & 753

the millennialKillen starnial augustkugust 1842 and the 1851 edition of the pearl of
rgreat price 0 these publications carried the story of the visit using

the name NEPHIHEPHE instead of MORONI

exactlyEx whenacty the correction in the original manuscript was made

is difficult to determine the note at the bottom of the manuscript page

is of some help the doctrine and covenantsCovenant section 0 par 2 note

refers to the 50th sec of the 1835 edition and also some subsequent edi-

tions the section is dated august 1830 and reads

behold this is wisdom in me wherefore marvel not for the hour cometh
that I1 will drink of the fruit of the vine with you on the earth

see appendix A p 12

the mother of the prophet lucy mack smith quotes in herker writings
that nephi appeared since she took her account from the times and seasons
article which contained the error lucy mack smith biographical sketches
of joseph smith liverpool orson pratt & S MW richards 1853 P 79

john C lairmerlaitmer1ihitmerlAit grandsonmerner of mary aitneraitmeraltneraitheraltAitmit wifemerner of peter Whitmehhitmerwhitmerpwhitmere

sensenjseapsenp stated I1 have heard my grandmothergrandnuathergrandmthergrandm maryther whitmer say on several
occasions that she was shonnshown the plates of the book of mormon by an holy
angelangeloangeio whom she always called brother nephi tl11 the historical record ed
and pub by andrewandrevlindrew jenson alt lake city 1888 VIIvil p 621
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and withtrfith moroni whom11omwhon I1 have sent unto you to reveal the book of
mormonmomon containingining the I1fulnessfalness of my everlasting gospel to whom
I1 have committed the keys of the record of the stick of ephraim
and also ithwith elias to whomwhonvihon I1 have committed the keys of bringing
to pass the restoration of all things or the restorer of all
things spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets since the
world began 7

on page 52 of the original handwritten manuscript under the date

of august 183018300 there appears the revelation just quoted this section

was apparently first written in august 1830 and copied into this man-

uscript sometime after mymay 1838 this versebanamesversenanamesversena moroninamesnemesnenes not only as the

personage that appeared but also as the man who holds the keys of the

record of thsohs tick of ephraimephrainephraimeEph bookjookrainoraimoraime of monnotmonnojMon thisnolnoj revelation was evi-

dently copied in the journal sometime after may 2 1838 the date of the

writing of the story of MoronimoronissmoronigsroniSsmoronismMo appearanceappear butanceo it could not be too long

arterafter since it is on page 52

the other reference in this footnote itite doctrine and covenants

section 10620 an examination of the 1835 edition of the doctrine and

covenants shows that it goes only to section 1021029 the 1844 edition goes

contain the 106th section of which the 20th verse reads as follows

and again what do we hear glad tidings from cumorah moroni
an angel from heaven declaring the fulfillementfulfill ofement the prophets
the book to be revealed 10 this appears as section 12820 in the
1962 edition of the doctrine and covenantsCovenant

this reference shows that the correction as made at the bottom

of the manuscript history and appearing as a footnote could have been

made duringdurina the lifetime of the prophet joseph smith

continuinpcontinuing the suggestion made by the footnote on the manuscript

0
smith et al doctrine and covenants kirtland ohio F G

WL14 lliamsilliams & co 1835 secsecosece 5025021 p 180 also found in doctrine and
covenants 1962 scsec 275275027552700

ibid10
2nd edition 1844 secsecosece 10620106200
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the elderseldereiderseider journals published in 1838 records the followingfollo
question

tringiring

ath4th how and hereihere did you obtain the book of mormon14

answeransi
ormon

moronier the person who deposited the plates from whence
the book of mormon was translated in a hill in manchester ontario
county new york being dead and raised again therefrom appeared
unto me and told me where they were and gave the directions how
to obtain them I1 obtained themthen and the urimlipjjn and thummim with
them by the means of whichthich I1 translated the plates and thus
came the book of mormon u

it should be noted that joseph smith jr was the editor and

that this statement was published just two months after the original

story was written in his own journal this statement seems to be clear

and concise this report indicates that it mazwaswazwaekae the angel moroni who

appeared to the young prophet and told him about the plates of the book

of mormon

oliver cowdery one of the three witnesses to the book of mormon

who declared that he saw the angel moroni said in a letter printed in

the messenger and advocate in 1835

and I1 believe that the angel moroni whose words I1 have been

rehearsing who communicated the knowledge of the record of the
nephitesNep inhites this age

the personage who was designated to show the plates to the three special

witnesses is identified by oliver cowdery unquestionably as moroni

in his history of the church john corrill an early member of

the church writes

somesanesone timetune in the fall of 1830 oliver cowdery parley P pratt
peter whitmer and tiba sic peterson came through the county
of ashtabula ohio where I1 than residedreside on their wayiray westward
they professed to be special messengers of the living god sent to
preach the gospel in its purity casas it was anciently preached by
the apostles they had dthlvdthlodth them a new revelation which they
said had been translated from certain golden plates that had been

11 elders journal joseph smith editoredito far st mo july
1838 ppap 425342&34243042 43o
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i
11

p

r I1
ip

11

1838p

up pe

dp

ep

arim

ath

chere

9.9

1.1



transiltransit ed

tileptimep

callpcalap

48

deposited in a hill anciently called carmoah sic in the town-
ship of manchester ontario county newnevineir york they were deposited
about 1400 years since by one moroni under the direction of heaven
with a promise that in the lords own due time they should be
brought forth for the special benefit of the remnant of his people
the house of israel through joseph of egypt as well as for the
salvation of the G

e ntilesantiles upon this continent

john

13

corrill who later left the church wrote the above as a

disaffected member in 183916391839. and associates moroni veithwith the book of mormon

record

john taylor a close associate of joseph smith stated on october

20 1881

what next then camecaine men who had held the priesthood beforel ichoivhoijho
were theytheyl moroni an ancient prophet who had lived upon this concoircorr
tinenttenent and who had charge of the records from which the book of
mormonmomon was translated a fitting person to introduce the same
principles again 1

heber C kimball another close friend of josephjosephtsjosephas statedts on

november 8 1857187

do you suppose that god in person called upon joseph smithsmiths our pro-
phet god called upon him but god did not come himself and callcailcali
but he sent peter to do it do you not see he sent peter and sent
moroni to joseph and told him that he had got the plates did god
come himself no he sent moroni

an additional aspect of joseph visions wasw givencas by the momonmonnon

prophets brother william who published the following statement in

1883

joseph smith at the age of 17 years with the moral training he had
received from strictly pious and religious parents could not have
conceived the idea in his mind of palming off a fabulous story such
as seeingsceiae angelsandels etc

there was not a sing el member of the family of fficientsufficientefficient age to
know right from wrong but what had implicit confidence in the

13john corill A brief history of the church of jesus christ
of latterdaylatter saintsday st louislouls john corrill 1839 P ae7e

journal of discourses XXVI p 106
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statements made by my brother joseph concerning his vision and the
knowledge he thereby obtained concerning the plates

it must be remembered that the original manuscript history was

dictated by joseph smith to a scribe from the evidence presented it
seems that the scribe made the error of writing nephi insteadintteadinbiab ofbegad moroni

irietrieirle do not know who the scribe waswab since he did not identity himself in

the writings of the journal since joseph had several scribesscrib weesp can

only speculate as to which one could have recorded this significant story

analysis of later historical incidents suggest that george robinson was

17most likely the scribe

one would wonder why the name nephiNe wasphit written in the first place

11hyiihy not lehi or somesane other name there may be some further evidence

which will shed sane light

atlt the request of mr john wentworthWentwort editor and proprietor of the

chicago democrat joseph smith wrote a brief account of the rise progress

persecution and faith of the latterdaylatteriatterlatten saintsday this is referred to in

his journal under the adteddte of march 1 1842 wherein he wrote

this angel morom appeared to me three timestunestines the same night and un-
folded the same things after having received many visitavisits from the
angels of god unfolding the majesty and glory of the events that
should transpire in the last days on the morning of the 22nd of sepasepq
tember1827 the angel of the lord delivered the records into my

hands

the foregoing statement suggests that after the time of joseph

smiths farstf&rstfdwst vision he was visited by more than one angel it is true

that he could have been referring to the visitation of the father and the

son but further analysis does not seem to indicate that this was josephs

nibley op cit p 4 qubtingqutotingquotingqu fromtoting the historians library
blue book 0127 no 9819871

17seesee appendix A p 2 HC IV p 537337
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olfslibsbibs

recordrecords some
of which were made mariymarlygarly six hundred years before christ andlind then to
show still further a reality somethingBomeon tangibleething the urimarim and thummimThumthumm
a

JMP

glorious instrument used by ancient seers was also obtained with
the record through which by the gift and power of the holy ghost and
by the commandment of almighty godood he translated that record into our
language and the book was published in the forepartdepartfo of the year 1830163018300 1

also&lfsaisoliso on0 two other occasions orson pratt emphasized this concept of other

angels when on march 19 1871 he said

the present day until the time when the ardlgrd4rd by the mouth of his
holy angels called joseph smith and gave unto him a knowledge by
vision of the place where the ancient records of a portion of the
israelitish nation were deposited20deposited020deposited

on

20020

september 22 18721672 he declared

I1 will state howeverhowe thatversverpvens during these four years he was often
ministered to by the angels of godood and received instruction

19journal191ournal19 ofjournal discourses XIII ppe 66gge660

ibid29ibido XIVXIVI ppo iho1401400

ariyarly
mimmin

waw3

recordprecords
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intentiontentionLi

orson pratt who wswas associated itochitoth1th joseph during the recording

of these events said in a discourse on december 19 1869

this younyoung man joseph smitsnitsmitchsmitjh some four years ajpfcerwards was
visited again by a holy angel it was not merely something speakingspeal
in

cing
the dark it wasmusgus not something wrapped up in mystery with no

glory attending it but a glorious angel whose countenance shone like
a vivid flash of lightning and who was arrayed in a white robe and
stood before him this young man saw the countenance of the angel
and he saw his person and his glory and rejoiced therein this cangelangel
revealed to him SOBBI great realities not mysterious or dark sayings
covered up without any particular informationinfo lightmationmatlon or knowledge
but certain realities were made manifest to him concerning the ancient
inhabitants of this land this angel told him that they were a branch
of the house of israel that they kept sacred and holy records that
those records were kept by prophets and inspired men that they were
deposited some fourteen centuries ago after the nation had fallen
into wickedness by one of their last prophets and that the time was
at hhndhbndhhand for this record to be brought forth by the gift and powerpourerpouter of
god

here then was a reality something great and glorious and after
having receivedrede fromived time to time visits from these glorious person-
ages and talking with them as one man would talk with anotherano facetherp
to face beholding their glory he was permitted to go and take these
plates from the place of their deposit plates of gold
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miennien

doedow khywhy do I1 believe it because I1 obeyed this gospel 24

it was quite evident to those associated with joseph smith that

messengers other than moroni appeared if nephi did appear it does

seem a little more logical for the clerk to have made the mistake of

ibid XV p 1851850 Ibidbid22ibid22 IX p 212

ibid XVII p 3743740 ibid24ibid24 XXI ppap 161164161 164

worldyworldp
itpftp

ap7p l879j1879 elder john taylor confirmed and added

stronger testimony by further statingoatingst

I1 can tell you what he josephfiosephjioseph smithsmitj told me about it e then
follows

7.7
a 0description

ft
of the visit of the F ther and the sodt

afterwards the angel moroni cameto him and revealed to him the bookdook
of mormon with the history of which you are generally familiar and
also with the statements that I1 am now making pertaining to these
things and then came nephinepi one of the ancient prophetprophets that had
lived upon this cohdinent who had an interest in the welfare of the
people that he had lived amongst in those days

but how is it in relation to these people and in regard to some

of these matters why and hbwabw should these men that have lived herehaerebaerehenebene
upon the earth have anything to do with the people that now live
upon it

despyesp

belvfelv

tives well now do I1 believe that joseph smith saw the several
angels alleged to have been seen by himhin as described one after another
yes I1 do

51

concerning the work that was to be performed in the latter days 21

parley P pratt in a sermon delivered august 2626p 1855 declared

joseph smith by the gift and power of god I1 say through that young
man and the ministration of holy angels to him that book camecane forth
to the world and it has since that time been preached and read in our
lanaugelangaugelanauzelanian andaugegauge many others and we rejoice in it and have borne testim-
ony of it in the world

john taylor mentioned this subject in a sermon dated april nsfqsf 1875

and when joseph smith was raised up as a prophet of god mormon
moroni nephi and others efof the ancient prophets who formerly lived
onan this continent and peter and john and others who lived on the
asiatic continent came to him and communicated to him certain princi-
ples pertaining to the gospel of the son of god 23

again on december 7

again who more likely than mormon and nephi and some of those
prophets who had ministered to the people upon this continent under
the influence of the same gospel to operate again as its representa4ivrepresentarepresents

days21
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ajosephfjoseph snithsmith

knowseknow7e godpgoda

sermondsermonp letterietter and journal the followingfollo aremingwing

some of those who were close to joseph and could have received from

25lbid XIII p 47 ibid XXIII p 3630

52

putting the wrong name in the manuscript before it waspaspes corrected
thomas bullickBullbuli onceJck a scribe to joseph smithysmithp recorded in his

journals that he understood joseph to imply that the disciple nephi

hadtedmed appeared to him in a special interview on may 20 1964 dr sidney

B sperry professor at brigham young univebsityunivebsit7luniversity attested to the riterwriternitervi

thattl hegit saw thomas bullocks journal and that the above information was

contained in it
the visitation of heavenly messengers other than moroni should

not be out of order if one acdeptsaccepts the idea that joseph smith was a

prophet for withirithrithnith the calling of a prophet joseph would be eligible to

receive messengers and manifestations from whomever god would direct

thus in his capacity as a prophet it would be logical for joseph smithsenith

to converse with other angels

george Q cannon adds further testimony in two of his sermonsser 0

Mormorned

monso

DMdm1DEdned whoor held the keys of the record of the stick of ephraimephrainEphra
iclsitediflsited
M imp

joseph he had boutlessboatlessbout alsoaisoless visits from nephi and it
may be from alma and others but though they came and had authority
holding the authority of the priesthood we have no account of theirtheithel
ordaining him 5

he joseph smitj was visited constantly by angels moroni
in the beginning as you know to prepare him for his mission came
and ministered and talked to him from time to time and he had
vision after vision in order that his mind might be fully saturated
with a knowledge of the things of godood and that he might omnrehendcomprehend
the great and holy calling that god has bestowed upon him 20

testimonies of the v4ribusagvg aspectsaspedtskspedtsricusri&us of moronis visit

details of the visit of moroni to joseph smith have been repeatedrepeated1 1

by various persons in sermon
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sojsop

witnessedvdtnesseis

takenptakena

godpgoda

manifhanifestationsgestationsestat ionslons
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him personally his story concerning moroni

in a sermon on december 10 1871 orson pratt stated

let us see whether they bhe three witnessewit couldnesse be deceived men
and yet their testimony be given as it is here recorded they have
testified to all nationsnation kindred tongues and people unto ivhomwhomwhonhon this
work shall comecone that we through the grace of god the father and
our lordtordordlondondT jesus christ have seen the plates which contain this record
and we testify with words of soberness that god sent forth an holy angel
from heaven and he showed unto us the plates from which this record
was taken and he commanded us to bear record of the sanesame and to be
obedient untolintoanto the commandment of god e bear testimony of these
things and we do know if we are faithful in christ we shall rid our
garments of the blood of all men tt and so forth I1 have repeated to you
part of the testimony of these three men

now is there any chance for deception here an angel to be sent
forth from god an anelangel to comecanecone domndown from heaven clothed in glory and
brightness an angel to take these plates and turn them over leaf
after leaf and show the engravings thereon an angel to proclaim to
them that they must bear testimony of it to all people nations and
tongues j and at the same time to hear the voice of god out of the
tongues and at the same time to hear the voice of god out of the
heavens procliaming that it had been translated correctly any chance
for deception here so far as they are concerned ikeneivene they deceived
if so you may as well say that peter wsTOSgus deceived that paul was de-
ceived that james was deceived that all the writers of the new testa-
ment were deceiveddeceive that all the writers of the old testament were de-
ceived when they testify that they saw angels for one stands on as
good and sound a foundation as the other and if the very nature of the
testimony as recorded by the ancient writers shows the impoasiblityimpossiblimpossibly
of their being deceived so does the nature of the stetimonyste revealedtimony
in the last days show the impossibility of these individuals being
deceived

the following letter from elder samuel S richards enclosing

another letter from oliver Cowdercowdery appeared in the deseret news march 21

1884 this is believed to be the last letter written by mryx cowderyCowder andyp

for that reason is of considerable importance and significance it appears

to be a plain and pointed testimony concerning the restoration of the holy

priesthood by heavenly messengers from one who claimed participation in

those manifestationmanifestationssmanifestations

editor deseret news t

I1 take the liberty to hand you the accompanying communication
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letteiette
kadlekadie darkness covered the earth and gross darkness the people

long after the authority to administer in holy things had been taken
away the lord opened the heavens and sent forth his word for the sal
vation of israel in fulfillment of the sacred scripturescridtur the ever
lasting gospel was procliamed by the mighty angel yfororu who
clothed with the authority of his mission gave glory to god in the
highest

severcsemerc

boliverfoliver

nowpdowp

ancessancesp
nistratnistranlonsions

sulpsunp

godpgoda

hiecebiece t

28deseretaseret28 nerupnewupeseretDeseret marchnew 2121p 1884
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written by oliver cowdery as a direct testimony of the facts there-
in set forth by myself personally at the time indicated y the datesatecate
affixed at that time he with his family was spending a few days
withbrith me at mysaystybay then residence in missouriIlis assouri he was on his liaywaynayiday to visit
david whitmerdtmerwhitneratmervalvfl and family in richmond momloezo priorj to his contemplated
departure for salt lake city that coming spring to spend the remainder
of his days with and in laboring for the church As he was about to
take his leave after several days of most interesting and familiar
conversation with me he penned with his ownhand and in my presence
the testdlmonytestamonytestimonytes andtAmony statement therewith which I1 deem worthy of record

samuel W richards

sliver cowderys ietterletter

this gosepigoseplgosepie is the stone taken from the mountain without
hands john the Baptisbaptist holding the keys to the aaronic priesthood
peter james and johnjohnpjohnj holding the keys of the melchizedek priesthood
have also ministered for those who shall be heirs to the same priest
hoods these priesthoodspriesthoodspPriesthoodPriest withhoods their authority are now and must
continue to be in the body of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day
blessed is the elder who has received the same and thrice

blessed and holy is he who shall endure to the end accept assur-
ances dear brotherbro oftherp the unfeigned prayer of him who in connection
with joseph the seer was blessed with the above ministrations and
who earnestly and devoutly hopes to meet you in the celestial glory

oliver cowderycowdery0

edward stefensonstesensonstemensonpSte anothersenson associate of joseph smithsnith gives fur-

ther testimony in his journal under the dates of may 279 1883 and august

15 18940

the youne prophet further said that in 1823 three years after
his first vision while praying in his fathers house I1 have been
so highly favored of the lord as to have been in the very house
where the servant of god said he was ferventlyverventlyver prayinprayingpradinvently 9 henwhen sud-
denly the house was filled with light brighter than the noon day sun
in the midst of which there stood an angel who said he was sent
from the presence of god as a messenger to him the angel instruc-
ted him retardingregardingregardinga a marvelous work that god was about to bring to
pass and that he josephpjosephjosephj was the one who was selected to becsgodbeogodsbeCSbeObed
servant

God

and mouthpiece to bring about and establish the great and
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ivdTVIirdwilfordtilford woodruff7 on february

25 1855 when he said

that same organization and gospel that christ died for and the
apsotels spilled their blood to vindicate is again established
in this generation how did it come by the ministering of an
holy anelfromanel godfrom out of heaven who held converse withrith mannanmanpmalp
and revealed unto him the darkness that enveloped the world and
unfolded unto him the gross darkness that surrounded the nations
those scenes that should take place in this generation and would
follow each other in quick succession even unto the coming of
the messiah the angel taught joseph smith those principles which
are nedessarynecessaryned foressary the salvation ofaf the world and the lord gave him
commandmentcommandments and sealed upon him the priesthood and gavegaega hime power
to administeradin theinister ordinances of the house of the lord he told him

the gospel was not among mennen and that there was not a true organisakorganisa
tion of his kingdom in the world that the people had turned away

from ilshisjishigilg1 true order changed the ordinances and broken the

29stevenson29 opstevenson cit appp 212221 22p 2424022

aruaarlaelfronyron

lilslilg

forpcorp

menpmena

55

marvelous work three timestunes1tunesitinestunese said the young man did this anglangel
continue his visits during the same nightnirfrtniaht each time repeating thesmesemesamesanes instructionsme only extending some a little and quotingquotinaliotina severalpassages of scripture relating to the great orkworkwonk which was to come
forth in closing the last visit the anelangelanmei invited the boy to meet
him on a neighboring hill two miles awayaldaid fromay his fathers house
where he would give him still further instructions and permit him
to see a book of gold plates containing a history of two nations whomho
had previously inhabited this great land of america so plainly wasissthis made known that on the next day joseph scidsaidsadd he was able to find
the exact place and met the angel as reouestedrequested

it

q

housep

gi n

eelwnriinatenumnate this as a possibility leithwithirith the succeddingsucceeding

daytime visits the fourth and fifth visits could have given joseph the

assurance that his experiences of the previous night were no dream but

in reality actual visits from a messenger of god

mornnimornndsmorani message was summarized byIs

25p

orga niza

ope pps

reouested weliveilwelleeliweil he
josephziosephjioseph smit7smitjhsmitch did know for an angel from heaven had talked with him

and giyengiygn him promises which he neither doubted nor feared to de-
clare 7

it is important to note that the three visits of the angelingel1 moroni

made in the night on september 21 1823 were followed by daytime visits t
the following daydayodaye those who would classify the night visits as dreams

would have to
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faryaryanmerismertsneris sonjconj vathoutwithout zinyany par-
ticular educational advantages that this angel having appeared
unto him had revealed unto him an ancient record that gategave an account
of the aboriginal inhabitants of this country that in this record
there was an account of prophets having existed on this continent
in former days of jesus having appearedappear andedp of angels having ad-
ministered unto them

I1
h 71

recred

mosrospelpei
meenee ssknass and humility and bowed down before the lord

and worshipped him and did the best he could in his illiterateLU stateiterate
he was as it were but a mere plowboyplow boyboye he laid hold of it with all
his heart though he saw he would have to wage war with sin and
vdckadnesswickadnesswickedness and abominations and the oppositions of the people he
began to trust in the lord and what was the consequence wherever
the words of the gospel which the angel revealed to him were
preached among the children of mennen it had its effecteffects

john taylor also remarked concerning moronis message on septem-

ber 13 18572

it was a proclamation made declaring that a holy angel from heaven
had appeared

masmus

aastas

menpmena

56

everlasting covenant and inherited lies and things wherfein there
3 no profit he told him the time had come to lay the foundation

for the establishment of the kingdom of god amon men for the lastleast
timetunetine preparatoryreparatory to the windingvlinolinoiin upding scene josephoseph wasirasrasi strengthenedstrenn
by

thenedthemed
the spirit and power of oodcodcrodarod andend was enabled to listen to the

teachings of the angel he told him he should be made an instrument
in the hands of the lordlondlordslonds if he kept his commandments in doing a
good work upon the earth that his name should be held in honor by
the honest in heart and in dishonor throughout the nations by the
wicked he told him he should be an instrument in laying the foun-
dation of a work that should gather tens of thousands of the children
of men in the generation in which he lived from every nation under
heaven who should hear the sound of it through his instrumentality
he told him the nations were wrapewrapt in wickedness and abomination
and that the judgementsjudge ofments god were ready to be poured out upon them
in their fulnessfalnessful thatness the angels were holding the vials of his
wrath in readiness but the decree is that they shall not be poured
out until the nations are warned thatti theyat may be left without an
excuse this man to whom the angel appeared obeyed the gospel he
received it in meeknessmeeknass

that he had revealed himself unto a young man that was
born in the backwoods of america a farmerfarnerfarmers son

account of their having been in posses-
sion of the gospel having the same doctrines the same blessings
the same privileges and powers that were associated withurithweithwelth the gospel
on the asiatic continent and that this record agreed with the bible
indoctrinesdoctrinesin ordinances teachings and blessings31blessings3blessings

josephs

331

mother wrote her own version of his experiences arterafter

relating the portion of the story where joseph had received moronis
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welieyieice were now confirmed in the opinion that god maswas about to bring
to light something upon which we could stay our minds or that would
give us a more perfect knowledge of the plan of salvation and the
redemption of the human family this caused us greatly to rejoicerejoi
the sweetest union and happiness pervaded our house and tranquility
reigned in our midst

during our evening conversationsconversation joseph would occasionally
give us some of the most amusing recitals that could be imagined
he would describe the ancient ihnabitants of this continent their
dress mode of traveling and the animals upon which they rode

himhin

cejcep

57

visitations the night before and went into the field to work the next

day she wrote how he became ill and starbedstartedstar tobed return to the house but

stopped to rest by an apple tree mrs smith continues as follows

he wasviaswiasyias here but a short time when the messenger whom he saw the
previous night visited him again and the first thing he said was

whyimhyimay did you not tell your father that which I1 commanded you to
tell him11 joseph replied I1 was afraid my father would not be-
lieve me the angel rejoined he will believe every word you say
to him ii

joseph then promised the anelangel that he would do as he had com-
manded upon this the messenger departed and joseph returned to
the field where he had left my husband and alvin but when he got
there his father had just gone to the house as he was somewhat
unwell joseph then desired alvin to go straightway and see his
father and inform him that he had somethingnethingsa of great importance
to communicate to him and that he wanted him to come out into the
field where they were at work alvin did as he was requested and
when my husband got there joseph related to him all that had passed
between him and the angel the previous night and that morning hav-
ing heard this account his2 father charged him not to fail in at-
tending strictly to the instruction which he had received from this
heavenly messenger

he josep proceeded to relate further particulars concern-
ing the work which he was appointed to do and we received them
joyfully never mentioning them except among ourselves agreeable
to the instructions which we had received from him

from this time forth joseph continued to receive instructions
from the lord and we continued to get the children together eeryeyeryayery
evening for the purpose of listening while he gave us a relation of
the same I1 presume our family presented an aspect as singliarsingluarsing asluar
any that ever lived upon the face of the earth all seated in a
circlecircie father mother sons and daughters and giving the most pro-
found attention to a boy eighteen years of age who had never read
the bible through in his life he seemed much less inclined to the
perusal of books than any of the rest of our childrenchildr butbilt far more
given to meditation and deep study
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their cities their buildings with every particular their mode
of warfare 5 and also their religiousbeligiousbelig worshipious this he would do
with as much ease seemingly ascis if he had spent his whoiewhole life
among thenthanthernthein

on the twaddytwbdtytwadty second of september 1824 joseph again visited
the place where he found the plates the yearyeinyean previous and supposing
at this time that the only thing required in order to possess them
until the time for their translation wetswas to be able to keep the
commandmentacommandmentscommand ofmenta god and firmly believing hefaehaefhe could keenkeepkee everyo
cammndmentcommandment which has been given him he fully expectedoectedex to carry
them home with him therefore having arrived at the place un-
covering the plates he apptppt forth his hand and took them up but as
he wasvas taking them hence the unhappy thought darted through his
mind that probably there was something else in the box besides the
plates which would be of some pecuniary advantage to him so in
the moment of excitement he laid them down very carefully for the
purpose of covering the box lest some one might happen to pass that
way and get whatever there might be remaining in it after covering
it he turned around to take the record again but behold it was
gone and wherewheres he knew not neither deddaddid he know the mans by which
it had been taken from him

at this as a natural consequence he was much alarmed he
kneeled down and asked the lord why the record has been taken from
him upon which the angel of the lord appeared to him and told him
that he had not done as he had been commanded for in a former revela-
tion he had been commanded not to lay the latesates11 down or put them
for a moment out of his hands until he got into the house and depe
posited them in a chest or trunk having a good lock and key and
contrary to this he had laid them down with the view of securing
some fancied or imaginary treasure that remainedremain

in the moment of excitement jgsephj18sephjaseph was overcome by the powers
of darkness and forgot the injunction that wasirasimas laid upon him

having further conversations with the anel on this occasionoccasi&n
joseph brashnas permittedpe tottedeted raise the stone again when he beheld the
plates as he had done before he immediately reached forth his hand
to take them but instead of getting them as he anticipated he was

hurled back upon the ground with great violence when he recovered
the angel was gone and he arose and returned to the house weeping
for grief and disappointmentdisappointments

As he wasivasiv awareas that he we would expect him to bring the plates
home with him he was greatly troubledtroubletroubie fearing that wew might doubt
his having seen them As soon as he entered the house my husband
asked if he had obtained the platespiates the asnwer was no father
I1 could not get themthen

his

it

father then saidsaldscald didtfdid you see them

yes replied joseph I1 saw them but could to take themthemothenthanthenothene
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themytheny ll11 rejoined his father with much earnest-
ness if I1 had been in your plade 11

whylyPirvilypIrvi 11 returned joseph in quite a subdued tone ivyonyouivyou do not
know hatwhat you say I1 could not get them for the angel of the lord
would not let me

jaj1

59

I1 would have take themthenbhan

joseph then related the circumstance in full which gave us much
uneasiness as we were afraid that he might utterly fail of obtain-
ingin the record through some neglect anon his part

presently he jiosephjosephfioseph smitjh7smit2h smiled and said tj have taken the
severest chastisement that I1 have ever had in my life

my husband supposing that it was from some of the neighbors
was quite angry and observed I1 would like to know what business
anybody has to find fault with you

stop father said said joseph it was the angel of the lord
As I1 passed by the hill of cumorah where the plates areane the angel
met me and said that I1 had not been engaged enough in the work of the
lord that the time had come for the record to be brought forthorth and
that I1 must be up and doing and set myself about the things which god
had commanded me to do but father give yourself no uneasiness con-
cerning the reprimand which I1 have received for I1 now know the course
tartthethl t I1 am to pursue so all will be wellviellveilveli 11

it was also made known to him at this interview that he should
make another effort to obtain the platespiates on the twentysecondtwenty ofsecond
the following september but this he did not mention to us at that
time0timejtt

it should be noted here that josephsjoseph mother brings to light a

different aspect of thesborythedborythedthesthe thansboryborytoryjory we have received fromfranfronyran joseph she

stathsstatesstat thatbs moroni had told joseph to tell his father of the night

visits and joseph had failed to do so moroni admonished him again to

do this when he appeared in his day visit weitleibieifie only have mrsrrsrrb smiths

story to verifyverity this phase and because joseph was not alive ihenwhen her

story was published he could not substantiate it
also there is a difference with respect to obtaining the plates

mrs smith implies that josephjsseph expected to receive the plates when he
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went to the hill cumorah a year after the first visit in josephs
account he is clear in stating that the angel told him the time for

receiving the plates would not be until four years from the time of the

first visit 33 although the point of difference is not so important it
is an example of how some aspects in a retold story assume characteris-

tics which a re unlike the original

summary

in analyzing josephs account of moronis visit we are not with-

out

u

problems from the testimonies cited it seems possible that
1 joseph story of mornoi was believed by his family and close as-

sociates 2 others the three witnesses also testified that they saw

an angel who oliver cowdery identified as moroni 34 3 there exist dif-

ferences of dates and circumstances0circumstances plus problems of proper recording

A4 the nephimoroninephi issuemoroni seemed to be a clerical error substantiated

by subsequent writings 5 several persons confirm that joseph stated

on occasion that other book of mormonmomon prophets besides moroni appeared

further thought on these experiences must also confirm the state-

ment made in this thesis concerning the visitation of the father andend the

son ieleplejbep that an experience such as joseph claims can be verified

only by a spiritual experience on the part of the investigator withkith

human error existing in the mistakes of memory and a natural tendency

to embellish the retold story is at best a confirmation of only the

33see appendix A p 16

messenger and advocateAdvocat letter VI 1835 po 112

35see appendix D ppap 454 5
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basic points of a story thebasicthetesicThe pointointmesictesicbasic of josephs story is that the
v ftangel moroni appeared to himttelivered a messagendmessanessa gavegend him a record

of a group of people all sources seem to have confirmed this point and

joseoh himself remained consistent in his referral quotations

p p
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CHAPTER FOUR

conclusion

introduction to the appendix

the appeddixapperidixappendix of this thesis is made up of several accounts of the

first vision and of the visits of the angel moroni in selecting these

accounts attention was given to their authenticity the date of publi-

cation and the authors proximityprokproC toUnity the primary source joseph smith

included first is the nuscriptmanuscript history as dictated by joseph smith to

a clerk who wrote in longhand next is the story as it appears today in

tretrs pearlpeari f great price an accepted scripture of the church exfc is

included the earliest account which appears to have been dictated by

joseph to a scribe but never finished next is listed orsonopson prates r
5

sion which wasvms published in englandglandoDi then the 1ientworthtentworthwentworthTent letterworth oliver

cowdery accounts acco orsonunto hydes pamphlet and the story by william smith

the prophetprophets brother the appendix ends with a comparative chart of the

most commonly used published accounts

appendix A

As joseph dictated and the scribe wrote in longhand several

words were not clear and some handwritten corrections appeared in the

typewritten form presented here an effort has been made to show these d-
etails and footnotes have been added to explain any additions changes or

notes that appeared on the manuscript only those notes that pertain to

this thesis were analyzed and considered

62
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pendixappendixKp B

the pearl of great price version of this story is perhaps the one

with which members of the church are most familiar it contains certain

changes from the original document which changes were made by the first
presidency for the sake of clarification some of these are shown in the

comparative chart of appendix I1
appendix C

orson prattppattopatt published a pamphlet in 1840 which became the first
separately published account of the first vision and moronis visit because

it was the first published account it was placed next in the appendix

appendix D

in discussing appendix D which appears to be the earliest written

account of the first vision there is certain additional information given

which is not diredtlydirectly related to the thesis but is nevertheless historically

important in this particular narrative josephs scribe wrote down a number

and then wrote over it to the writer and others it looks like a 16 indi-

cating the year in which joseph had the first vision in his 16th year

As he writes briefly of the vision he does not mention the father as being

present however this does not indicate that he was not present the date

of the appearance of the angel moroni is given as the 22nd day of septemberSept

1822

emberl

this date of course could or could not be an error since the

vision is later recorded as lasting from the evening of the 21st day of sep-

tember until the morning of the 22nd and again in the afternoon of the

22nd the year does disagree with the account written by joseph smith at a

later date

joseph also related in this early account that the lord appeared to

martin harris and gave him instructions he also wrote that the lord

w ilch
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appeared to oliver cowdery withilith instructions and a vision

another new item of history revealed by this document is that samuel

smithsmithysnithysnith josephs younger brother maswasirasrasi used as an assistant in the transla-
tion of the book of mormon

this adcountaccount was never published or referred to by any of the au

thidritiesthidlatiesthiD oflatleslAties the church as far as the writer has been able to determine

from the lack of recognition and importance given this documentdociomentdocementcEmentdocio itment seems

evident that it was aca draft which was started but never corrected or fin-

ished instead of gong back over and revising joseph smith evidently

dictated the story later as we have it in appendix A

appendix E

this account is commonly called the vintlinti worthentworth letter explanation

of the origin is given in the beginning pages of appendix itself how-

ever this account also contained what is known to the members of the

church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday as the articles of faithfalth 11 a

statement of thriteen doctrinal beliefs the tntworthTnt letterworth became the

first published account of the first vision from joseph smith

appendix F

this is oliver cowderycowderyls versionls of moronismoronic visitation and is much

more detailed than any of the other accounts that joseph approved of

olivers writing this particular story is shown by his offer of assistance

and is noted in the appendix wgwe are indebted to oliver cowderys recital

of these incidents for many details which otherwise would have been lost

appendix G

orson hyde published a pamphlet in germany pertaining to the first

vision his source for the pamphlet is unknown but since he was an

every

fa ith

the wgntworthantworthwintworth

appendixbendix

do

imas

int



sconsoonscob

soapsonp

soapsonp

65

apostle and a close associate of jpseph he should have heard the story

directly from josephjosephtsjosephas lipsts it is highly possible that he would have had

a copy of the times and seasons account of the uentwroth11rentwrothwentwroth letter or the

history that braswas in the same publication on march 15th1thithath of 1842 orson hyde

published his account to be used as a missionary tool among the german peo-

ple

appendix H

williamMillia smithsnithsmithp brother to joseph wrote his story when he was 72

years of age and has confused some of the details of the account but some

of his contributions are nevertheless valuable

appendixpendixkp I1

this final appendix gives us a comparison of the five most utilized

sources of the first vision As is the case in most if not all publica-

tions there are errors these may be on the part of the writer published

or printer or they may be intentional changeschan ingese the chart the writer

merely points out SOB of the differences which appear in these pullcationscanionscat

those

ionslons

who made these changes did not explain their reason

conclusion

the story of the visit of the father and the son and the account of

the visit of moroni have caught the interest bermagyoptopikeb6rmairopfeotbie throughout the

world certainly a claim of a visit fro god to man deserves some attention

the reaction was dramatic some considered it blasphemous others treated

it as gloriously sacred joseph had no witnesses to bhethe original visits

therefore all sources of the story must of necessity be traced back to

him it is true that in considering joseph smithssmithes experiences with the

father and the son and brithvdthedthvrnbrn moronith one is obliged witheraltheraither to accept or reject

ishighly

piabli ca

publications

fr04j

P V

jm

son



godpgoda

6

the story whilemmllieuhlie it is agreed that the secondary sources add details that
may have been rented in private and left out of josephs published ac-

counts the story must stand or fall on the absisabbis of joseph smiths charac
0

ter and integrity and the validity of the major claims made by him

dr hugh nibley professor of history and religion at brigham young

univebsityuniversity compiled a series of articles on the first vision throughly

analyzing the antimormonanti writerstwriters1writerswritmormon criticismerstersi of josephsJoseph significant claims
1

these articles were publishedpublishedin in the improvement era periodically from julyuly
to

J

november

u

1961

iny

in his summary dr nibley states chatinthatin every case

without exception the critic distorted joseph smiths account while pro-

fessing to follow it
in appraising the remarks of various people associated with joseph

smith it is important that careful analysis be made of the meaning of

certain frequently used words it should be remembered that in presenting

discoubsesdiscouasesdiscourses as these men did they did not use forms from which they read

their sermons these men were guided by their feelings and acknowledged

their weaknesses as finished speakers therefore if their remarks are to be

critized by skeptics they should be read carefully and in context with

the particular topic of the sermon or publication definition of words

which were accepted in that time should be considerconsidered in determining the

true meaning of certain remarks A case in point is the term angel which

we have previously discussed wienwhenuhen the men associated with joseph smith re-

ferred to god christ moroni or other heavenly personagespersonage it seems that they

sometimes had reason to refer to them as angels this title is not in any

way belittle their calling 5 it only describes their mission joseph smithsinithsnith

defined the term angel as a ministering personage and in fact names christ

as an angel using this definition anyone could have referred to christ
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as an angel thereforeTherefor the use of any term such as angel cannot be defined

by using statements out of context the reader must know what the writer of

speaker means by his use of the word

in regard to the issue of how many personages appeared and when we

again should use the primary source first coupled with other reliable
sources which substantiate the first the body of this work has been writ-

ten in an efforteffoipteffott to show that the various accounts of the appearance of the

father and the son plus the visit of moroni and others agree in timetine place

and number even though some accounts present certain inconsistencies it
has hopefully been shown how these may have crept in and that they may be

reconciled with the basic tenets of the story joseph smithsnith at least was

consistent in the retelling of the essential items of his sabrysttrystbry and only

minor discrepancies are found in the narratives of his associates

environment

certainlyCertain inlyp most situationssituation the envidonmentenvivvnmentenvironment plays an important

part in the sequence of events in analyzing the consistency with which the

lord worked it seems to be his planpian in most instances to reveal his will

in response to mansmas request along with the necessity of mansmas being ready

to receive this revealed word the message which joseph smith claimed was

given to him by jesus christ could not have been given to the people of the

world unless the environment of their day had conditioned their minds to

receive these instructions members of the church of jesus christ of latter

day saints claim that joseph smith was selected years before his birth to

come forth in his particular day and time through his religious parentaparentage

selectedselec totod meet god purposes in this environment god gave mankind the

opportunityopp&rtunl to accept the story of the restoratidmrestorati&nrestoration of his kingdom on the

earth
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importance of story

that this story is true and stands as the greatest communication be-

tween god and man may be disputed but as far as our present history

allows we have no other story to equall this in alllillailaliulli aaspects the story

declares that god the eternal father and his son jesus christ appeared to a
Q

young man two personages of the godhead appeared together wer seen to-

gether in their glory and both spoke messages to the believer there are

even some writings telling that such a specific experience was foretoldfortetoldforttoldforgfortefort intold
2

prophecy plus other propheclisprophecfefesprophe foretellingchisclis the restoration of the gospel in
Q

the last days

number of visitations claimed

joseph smith dictated his stbrysfetory in 1838 the events having taken

place between 1820 and 1836 he was then 1838 in his thritychrity third year

and was seemingly trusting to his memory but being the only witness this

wasviashias all he could do in addition to the father the son and moroni there

were more than ten personages involved in the manifestations according to

joseph smith moses and elijaheiljah were prophets among the israelites john the

baptist had the tinctiondistinctiondigdit of introducing the christian dispensation and of

baptizing christ peter james and john were chosen to head that particular

dispensations allowingOl christschristlowing resurrection moroni and nephi were great

nephite leaders and the fatherrather and his son jesus christ are accepted as
0

members of the godhead by almost all christians joseph smith claimed to

have conversed with all of these heavenly personages listed above plus others

each had a particular message to deliver and did not appear simply to

2thesthesisathes chapter 1 footnote no 47 P 21
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satisfy the curiosity of the recipient joseph smithsnithsneith declared that the

father and the son appeared to enlighten the world as to the being character

and attributes of god which knowledge had been lost moroni and his as-

sociates bridged the gap existing between the two continents and gave to

the world the book of mormonIfflff additionallormon scriurescrippurescripturescriscrip necessaryurepure to mans sal-

vation the mormon leader also testified that this work was the beginning

of the dispensation of the fulnessfalness of time

secondary accounts

the accounts which have been reproduced in the appendices confirm

and enlarge upon the basic aspects of the story as first told by joseph

smith careful analytis of all sources quoted allowing for human er-

ror manifested in certain of the conflicts shows that the basic qualityr4uslity of

the testimonial evidence in sincere coherent and consistent

john taylor expressed his feelings in this way

and if god has not spoken if the angel of god has not appeared
to joseph smith and if these things are not true of which we speak
then the whole thing is an imposture from beginning to end there is no
halfway house no middle path about the etternatteritterdetterdebterrf it is either one thing
or the other 5

e have read from the testimonies of joseph smiths friendfriends those

who were members of the church and those who were not each man who reads

these accounts will have to determine for himself whether he will accept

the story as true or false anyone acquainted with the church of jesus

christ of latterdaylatter saintsday would have to acknowledge that this story and

its related teachings have affected the lives of millions
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joseph smith had no witnesses in the sacred grove yet many thousandsthous

have

ndsads

testified that they know his story to be true the visit of moronioroni and

the resultresulresuitresultanttantatittaht book of mormon were substantiated by witnesses who testified
that they saw and felt the evidence

teachings of joseph smith

As a result of these experiences the teachings expounded by this
mormon leader regarding mans salvation apparently revolutionized the re-

ligious thinking of tjoseviose who joined his movement many of the doctrines

were new many were answers to existing problems and questions many of

these problems developed from partlyknownpartly truthsknown then in existence most

people associated with joseph never thought that this new doctrine maswas of

his own making or that he was capable of such invention of and by himselfhimhin

joseph

selfeselfoseife

seemed to be the first to acknowledge god part and influence

when he left the woods and annonneddannoeddannonanno thateddnedd he had a vision of the

father and the son describing their personages he was immediately besieged

with persecution which never ceased until his martyrdom at the age of 38

years

testimonies of joseph smiths close associates

john taylor third president of the church and associate of joseph

smith summarizes as follows

joseph smith camecalmecalnecane forward telling us that an angel had administered
to him and had revealed unto him the principles of the gospel as they
existed in former addysddysdidys9 and that god was going to set his hand to work

in these last days to toaccomplishaccomplish his purposespunposespwposespuupun andposes build up his kingdokingdom
to introduce correct principlesprinciple to overturn error evil and corruption
and to establish his church and kingdom upon the earthearthoearthe I1 have heard
him talk about these things myself I1 have heard him tell over and
over again to myself and others the circumstances pertaining to these
visions and the various ministrations of angels and the development of
the purposes of god towards the human family
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adwardfedward stevensonstevensons familo were proud indeed to entertain one
who had conversed with the father and the son and been under the tuition
of an angel from heaven and who under the immediate direction of the

bid XVI p 79 bid I1 p 299
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orson pratt another close companion of joseph smith testifies
that god had again spoken from the heavens and that by holy

angels sent downdoval from heaven he had again revealed the everlasting
gospel in all its fulnessfuljiessfalness and9.9 for forty years past we have declared
this to the world 1 e have also testified that many of the servants
of god have been ordained by holy angels and sent forth to publish these
tidings among the inhabitants of the earth and that others have been
ordained by those who received their ordination from heavenly messen-
gers f

in 1853 parley P pratt gave a discourse on the doctrine of revela-

tion communicationcomuni withcationcatlon the heavens and the necessity of this contact in

the salvation of man he said

what is it that first disturbed the world or any part of it or called
the attention og the people towards it giving rise to the system now
called mormonism it was the ministration of angels to certain indi
vidualsvidualsjvisualsvidual orsj in other words certain individuals in this age enjoyed open
visions

but where can we read under the government of the patriarchs
before the flood or after it 5 before moses or after him before christ
or after christ where can we read in sacred history of a people of god
by whom the doctrine of visions and ministering of angels would be dis-
carded or be considered erroneous

edward

8

stevenson was present on one occasion when joseph told the

story of his heavenly manifestationmanifestations he related that he was so spiredinspiredAn by

the experience and received such an emotional impact from it that he never

forgot the experience he writes

the prophet joseph smitjsmitchsmitjh stood at a table for the pulpit where he
began relating his vision and before he got through he was in the
midst of the congregation with uplifted handilandrland I1 o0 believe that there
was not one person present 5t1511tacsince of the truth of his
vision of an angel coming hi his countenance seemed to me to
assume a heavenly whiteness and his voice was so piercing and forcible
for my part it so impressed me as to become indelibly imprinted on
my mind9
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almighty had organized the true church on the earth after the exact pat-
tern of the organized by god through jesus christ eighteen hundred
years before 10

we have recited testimonies of men who knew the prophet and heard

the story from his own lips now in this conclusion let us quote further from

edward stevenson who not only testifies concerning the heavenly manifesta-

tions but describes so well the character of joseph smith he stated

I1 am a living witness that I1 peronallypersonallypero heardnally this young prophet josephfiosephjioseph
smitchstoitysmit2h testifytestily in 1834 that jesusi words were true and that god had
called upon him by heavenly vision tiofeotro establishreestablishre this same order

although I1 was then only one year old in the church and felt as
though we were highly honored by entertaining a prophet of god who had
stood in the presence of god the father and jesus christ his only be-
gotten upon the earth and while we heard him tell in his plain simple
way about this open vision and also of the visit of moroni the angel
to him I1 had a testimony of the truth for the spirit of god witnessed
and the holy ghost sealed upon me his truthful wordscords

1I have been with men of god josephjoseph smith & hyrum smitj in their
mortal life in michigan in missouri and in illinois and to me it has
proved that to know them well has proven to love them dearly I1 have
written much concerning joseph of his sayings and doings as I1 have wit-
nessed them and in all my intercourselintercouseeinter withcourselcousee them I1 testify that I1
have not either been taught anything or heard them publicly teach any
principle but what was wholesome pure and calculated to elevate mortals
to a higher degree of excellence and salvation both in this life and
eternal lives in the worlds to comecone and I1 know that they were pro-
phets sent of god and that they opened up a gospel dispensation of sal-
vation to all who obey and carry out their doctrine which still lives and
will continue to spread and do just as theptophets left the work
gathering the people together building temples doihgdoieg temple work for
the living and for the dead which will increase for at least one
thousand years to come until every souls in the prison house shall be
saved and redeemed and thus fulfill the great work of the redeemer who

died for all 12

joseph smithsnith claimed to have received many spiritual manifestations

in addition to those discussed here belief in these things were of such

1oibidqlbidqabid quoting edward stevensons reminiscences of josephjosephojosephj the
prophetProphe 11 p 46

11 ibid quoting liberty jailjali utah monthly Magazinmagazinemagazined IXimpixpej 1893
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importinport3 to the church that orson pratt relates that as early as 133 there

was at least one instance where rejection of a vision wasbras one of the reasons

for an excommunication

charles W panrose one of the members of the first presidency of

the church has declared

joseph F smith sixth president of the church in this dispensation

spoke in the assembly hall july 8 1917 in salt lake delivering this

testimonial

the greatest event that has ever occurred in the world since the resur-
rection of the son of god from the tomb and his ascension on high was
the coming of the father and of the son to that boy joseph smith to
prepare the way for the laying 6 the foundation of his kingdom not
the kingdom of man never more to cease nor be overturned having
accepted this truth I1 find it easy to accept of every other truth that
he enurubitatedenunffi&ated and declared during his mission of fourteen years in the
world he never taught a doctrine thattiettat1 wasat not true he never prac-
ticed a doctrine that he was not commanded to practice he never ad-
vocated error he wasraasbaas not deceived he saaw he heard he did as he
was commanded to do and therefore god is responsible for the work
accomplished by joseph amithsmith not joseph smith the lord is responsi-
ble for it and not man

summary

in the foregoihgforegoing thesis it has been suggested that the question

did joseph smith have visions where he actually saw the father and the

son and the angel moronimoronitfmoronity cantf be answered only through individual exper-

ience there is no physical evidence that this manifestation took
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place joseph smith had no witnesses to the first manifestations although

as was pointed out in later experiencesex heoeriences did

the thesis has been rather detailed in quoting people who were person-

ally acquainted with joseph smith in using these sources and the accounts

in the appendix the main theme involved is whether joseph was consistent

in his story

if the investigator will analyze all the sources quoted in their
contextcontexts s and take into consideration the apparent intention of their authors

it would seem that there would be no question as to the consistency of the

joseph smith storystorye t will be noted that most of the statements and ac-

counts used were made during the lifetime of the mormon11ormon prophet so that he

had the opportunity to correct any misconception

one of the most outstanding tests of hlahiahilshibhlis consistency walswas josephs

continuous stand on his original story when confronted by persecution

joseph no doubt had opportunity to deny his stories and save much sorrow

eventually joseph was willing to give up his life rather than deny his

claims

problems of accuracy in retold stories will alwaysal existbraysvrays because of

huianhuanhulan errors these are not as serious as the critics would have us believe

an attempt has been made to point these out and show that despite the

errors in somesanesone of the details the basic aspect of the story prevailed ieleeo

that the father and the son appeared as two separsepaseparateaterAetteahe personages and that

another appearance of a heavenly ihessengerilessengerp moroniloroni1ly did constitute the story

as joseph dictated it these basic points of jasephjsseph cilam seem to be co-

nsistently repeated by those who were more closely associated with him

here then we have a story by a man who rather than deny the various

aspects of his spiritual manifestation suffered a mob to kill hurmturnhumm his

family believed him his friends arldandarid close associates honored him by

ledpreval
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confirming his claims the authenticity of his s ubry must be traced back

to the man himself withoutillthIlith witnessout he made a claim unequalled in all
history a visitation of the father and the son and communication with

both of them the integrity of this mormon prophet seems to have stood the
n

test during his lifetime he was persecuted to such an extent that many

timestines after beatings and abuses he was left for dead yet he never refuted

his story through it all he remained consistent in his declaration that

he received heavenly manifestations criticism and insults have been

heaped upon him yet his story remains members of the church of jesus

christ of latterdaylatter saintsday bear testimony that they have received a spiritual

assurance of the actuality of joseph smithasmith1smithtssmiths s first vision the principle of

revelation from heaven has become the rock upon which the organization has

grown thus the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday ondand the story

of joseph smithslaith must stand or fail on the authenticity of the first vision

and the appearanceappe ofcarance the fingelangelzingel moroni

timesp
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APPENDIX A

joseph smithssmitht original manuscript history

joseph smith realized the importance of record keeping because

he did we have a series of seven volumes of church history the first six of

which were taken from his journals which were kept until his death in

lahblahl one of josephs many problems was the unreliability of some of his

scribes and those who were appointed to be historians in the early period

of the churchs history record keeping was difficult under these circum-

stances but through josephs tenacity most of the details have been pre-

served

joseph smith started officially to write the history of the church

of jesus christ of latterdaylatterietterletter pintssaintseintsmintsday sometime near may 2 1838 he used

a scribe and dictated most of the history e are also told that the flett
presidency assisted in writing the historyhi what1storye this assistance comprised

we are left to conjecture this handwritten copy of the history is in

possession of the church historians office A microfilm has been made

from the original andcand from this film the following copy was made

the manuscript does not indicate the name of the clerk who took

the dictation however recorded in the minutes of the meeting of the

general conference of the church at far west missouri april 6 1838 is

the following

john correll and elias higbee historians george li robinsonT
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general church recorder and clerk to the first presidency 2

under the date of april 27 1838 joseph smith recorded in his journal

this day I1 chiefly spent in writing a history of the church from the
earliest period of its existencedstence up to this datedated 3

immediately following this entry under date of april 28 1838 was

recorded the minutes of the high council which were attended by joseph

smith and sidney rigdon the first presidency these minutes were signed

by george M robinsonsrmbinsons

ap1p ap3p ap4p 1838183816

the first presidency were engaged in church history and ad-
ministering to the sick5sicki5

in josephjosephs journal dated may 19 183818380 he mentions that he went up

the river accompanied by president rigdon and his clerk george li robin
6

son

andrew jensen assistant church h&stdrianhiitovianp classified george tel

robinson as general church recorder from 1837 to 1840 he wasvaas the soninson

law

in

of sidney rigdon robinson later denied the faithfalth and was denounced

by joseph smith august 29

clerkpclerks

7andrewcandrew

continuing in josephjosephtsjosephas journalts we find recorded under date of may

1 2 3 and 4

1842 he associated with john C bennettBenne andbt

left nauvoo in 1843

from this daladaba it seems that georgegeore robinson wasws the scribe for

the most important document the following copy is the start of the

bide III111ili ppap 131413

3lbid31bid
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ibid illlillii p 26

bid illIII111liiili ppap9 35

andrew jensen latter day saint biographical encylopediaencyclopedia salt
lake city andrew jensen historical companysompanygornpanypoomSom 19011901ppany I1ip ppe 253
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history which the prophet kept which resulted in seven printed volumes and

is called the documentary history of the church
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owing to the many reports which have been put in circulation by

evil disposed and designing persons in relation to the rise and progress
jesus christ ori

of the church of latter day saints all of which have been de-

signed by the authors thereof to militate against its character as a

church and its progress in the world I1 have been induced to write this
history so as to disabuse the publick mind and put all enquirers

after truth into possession of the facts as they have transpired in re-

lation both to myself and the church as far as I1 have such facts in pos-

sess on

in this historyh&storyhutory I1 will present the various events in relation

to this church in truth and righteousness casas they have transpired

or as they at present exist being now the eighth year since the organ-

ization of said church I1 waswras born in the year of our lord one

thousand eight hundred and five on the twenty thridchrid day of december
see note E page 2 addenda

in the town of sharon widdsorwindsor county state of vermont my father
my fatherfat
joseph

he
smith
r

senior left the state of vermont and moved to palmyra

ontario now vyne county in the state of new york hen I1 was in my

tenth year on about four years after my fathers arrival at palmyra he

moved with his family into manchester in the same county of ontario

his family consisting of eleven souls namely my father joseph smith

my mother lucy smith whose name previous to her marriage was mack

daughter of solomon mackeack my brothers alvin who died nov 14th 1823

in the 25 year of his age hyrum myself samuel harrison william

don carlos and myrayrryury sisters sophonasophonphonasaphonaSo cathrine and icylucylcy sometime in

the words jesus christ of were rittenwrittenii above the line

see note E page 2 addenda my father was written above the

line

ipersons
of

in

session

2j

tifiaen

U

ap
U

ithe

2itsee ej



bimetimehine

worewort

yetwhenyetchen

81

the second year gafteryftergfter our removal to ilanchestermsinchest er there was in the

unclear wor7wor2d of country indeed the whole district
of country seemed affected by it and unclear worz multitudes

united themselves to the different religious parties which created no

small stir and division among the people some crying lo10 here and

some lo10 there some aideewerealdee contending for the methodist faith some forzorlor

the presbyterian and some for the baptist for not withstanding the

great love which the converts to these different faiths expressed at the

ime of their conversion and the great deal manifested by the respective

clergy who were active in getting up and promoting this extraordinaryextraordinaa

scene of religious feeling in order to have every body converted as they

were pleased to call it let them join what sect they please yet when

the converts began to file off some to one party and some to another it
was unclear wor7worjd that the seemingly good feelings of both the

priests and the converts were more pretended than real for a scene of

great confusion and bad feeling ensued priest contending against priest

and convert against convert so that all their good feelings one for

another if tey ever had any were entirely lost in a strife of words

andaridarld a contest about opinions

I1 was at this time in my fifteenth year myty fathers family

were proselytedproselyter in the presbyterian faith and four of them joined that church

namelyimelynameiy my mother lucy my brothers hynumhyrumbynum samuelsamusanu harrison CLand

sautersluter

my

sophonia

during this time of great excitement my mind was called up to

serious reflection and great uneasinessuneasinessuneaunez butsiness though myllo feelings were

lace

where we lived an unusual excitement on the subject of religion itilalia

commencedcorm withnencedfenced the methodistamethodistyMetho butdista soon becamebecane general among allcallailalicailcali the

sects in that

1
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amilearamclearzunclear wor7wor2dworxwore act I1 did not know and unless I1 could get more wisdom

than I1 had I1 could never know for the teachers of religion of the

tiitilvlie

dunZunclear

nclearmclear word
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deep and often pungentpuggentpug stillgent I1 kept myself aloof from all these parties
though I1 attended their several meetings as often as occasion would per-

mit but in process of timetine my mind becamebecarbecane somewhat partial to the

methodist sect and I1 felt some desire to be united with them but so

great was the confusion and strife amongst the different denominations

that it was impossiblelynirilyd eorpossible a person ilnclear wor as I1 was and so

unqcquanited with men and things to come to any certain conclusion who

was right and who was wrong my mind at different times iraswas greatlygre

excited

tly
the cry and tumult were so great and in

mclear wor7worjd of religionistsreligionist I1 was one

day reading the epistle of james first chapter and fifth verse which

reads if any of you lack wisdom let him ask of god that giveth to all
men liberally and upbraidethupbraid noteth and it shall be given himhinlhiduhin never did

any passage of scrpurescriurescri comeure with more power to the heart of man that

this did at this time to mine it seemed to enter with great forcecorce

into every feeling of my heartheartyhearte I1 reflected on it again and again

knowing that if any person needed wisdom from god I1 did for

ie

zu

unclear wor7wor2dworxwore

the presbyterians were most decided against the baptist and methodists

in their turn were equally zealous in dndeavoringeavoringendeavoringsavoring to establish their own

tenets and disprove all others

in the midst of this war of words and tumult of opinions I1

often said to myself

equa 1
1 ly

vhat is to be done nhomho of all these parties are

right or are they all wrong together and if any one of them be right

which is it and how shall I1 know it
vihileifhilevidile I1iwasivaswasvas laboring under the extreme difficulties caused by

the contests of their

C nd

zu V

wiclear

eavoring

1ithoiho

sp

vino aly

liy

iceswore



sojsop

nunfunclearmclear wortzworjz I1 must go40

as james directdirects

dunfunclear

wor

godpgoda

remptdempt

godpgoda

83

different sects understood the smesamesane passalypassage of scripture so differently
as to destroy all confidence in settling the CLquestion by an an appeal

to the bible 0 kt length I1 camecarnecalnecarre to the conclusion that I1 must eitherp

remain in darkness and confusion or else e

that is ask of god I1 at last came to the determinaterminadeterminede

tion to ask of god concluding that if he gave wisdom to them that

lacked misdomwisdomwisdon and I1wouldwoud give liberally and not upbraiderupbraideup I1braide might venture

so in accordance withwrith this my determination to ask of god I1 retired to

the woods to make the attempt it iraswas in the monningmorning of a beautiful

clear day early in the spring of eighteen hundred and twenty it was

the first time in my life that I11 had madenade such an attempt for amidst

all myliv anxietiesa I1etiesaties had never as yet madenade the attemptaempt to pray vocallyvocal 0lyoifo

after I1 had retired into the place where I1 had ppeviouslypreviously de-

signed to go having looked around me and finding myself alongalongo I1

kneeled down and began to offer up the desires of my heart to god I1

had scarcely done so when immediately I1 was siezedsiezer upon by some power

which entirely overcame me and had such astonishing influence over me

as to bind my tongue so that I1 could not speak thick darkness gathered

around me and it seemed to me for a time as if I1 were doomed to sudden

destruction but exerting lii&11lil my powers to call upon god to deliver

me out of the power of this enemy which had siezedsiezer upon me and at the

very moment when I1 was ready to sink into despair and abondonabandon myself to

destructiondestruct notlonoiono to an imaginary ruin but to the power of some actual

being from the unseen world who had such marvelousmaarraar powervelous as I1 had never

before aitaltmit in any being just at this moment of great 0 unclear

word I1 saw a pillar of light mctlyexactly over my head above the brightness

of the sun which descended gradually until it fell upon me it no
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sooner appeared than I1 found myself delivered from the enemy which held

me boundboundo uhenwhenlihen the light rested upon me I1 saw two personagesperonagespero whosenages

brightness and glory defy all description standing above me in the air
one of them spake unto me calling me by name and said pointing to the

t

other this is my beloved son hear him my object in going to inquire

of the lord was to know which of all the sects was right that I1 might

know which to join no sooner therefore did I1 get possession of myself

so as to be able to speak trhan I1 asked the personages who stood above

me in the light which of all the sects was right for at this time

it had never entered into my heart that all were wrong and which I1

should join I1 was answered that I1 must join none of thanthemthen for they

were all wrong and the personage who addressed me said that all their

creeds were an abomination in his sight that their professors were all
corrupt that they draw near to me with their lips but their hearts are

far from me they teach for doctrines the commandments of men having a

form of godliness but they deny the power thereof M he again forbade me

to join with any of them and many more things did he say unto me which

I1 cannot write at this time when I1 carnecamecane to myself again I1 found my
B note p 1321112212.2

siarsiltsiht lying on my back looking up into heaven 3 some few days after I1

had this vision I1 happened to be im company with one of the methodist

preachers who was unclear active in the beforementionedforementionedbe

religious excitement and conversing with him on the subject of ligionreligionrikrib

I1 took occasion to give him an account of the vision which I1 had hhdhad

I1 was greatly surprised at his behaviourbehaviourp he treated my communication

not only lightly but with great contempt saying it was all of the devildevilodevlio

that there was no such thing as visions orcr revelations in these daysdayse

3b311b note
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josephs explanation of the appearance of god created excitement in the re-

gion and was the cause of great persecution which continued to increase

and though I1 was an obscuobscure boy only between fourteen nd fifteen years

of azeage or thereabouts and mydiwdiv circumstances in life such as to makemkenake a

boy of no consequence in the world yet men of high standingstcandinstrandin would take

notice sufficient to excite the public mind against me and createaacreatecreateau hot

persecution and this viaswaswias common among all the sedtssedtsoseats all united to

persecute me if has often caused me serious relfection both then and

since how very strange it waskas that an obscure boy of a little over four-

teen years of a e and one to whomwomwon was doomed to the necessity of obtaining

a scanty maintainancemaintaindncemaintain byance his daily labor should be thought a character

of sufficient importance to attract the attention of the greatgret ones of

the most popular sects of the day so casss to creat in them a spirit of the

the bitterest persecution and reviling but strangestr orcange not so it was

and was often cause of great sorrow to myself however it was

zuncleardunZunclearcleer

0

unclear word a t that I1 had had a vision I1 have thought since that

I1 felt much like paul when he made his defence before grippaaggrippaAg and

related the account of the vision he had when he saw a light and heard

a voice but still there were but a few who believed him sonesomesame said he

was dishonest others said he wswas mad and he was ridiculed and reviled

but dad1dil1 this did not destroy the reality of his vision he had seen a

vision he knew he had and all the persecution under heaven could not

make it otherwise and though they should persecute him unto death yet

he knew and would know to his latest breath that he had both seen a

light and heard a voice speaking unto him and all the world could not

gion
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uncleanfunclear

wordis temptations and dingliminglingmingli with society I1 frequently fell into

oaswaa

krueptruep

make him think or believe otherwise so it was with me I1 had actually

seen a light and in the midst of that light I1 sawsavsar two personages and

they did in reality speak unto me or one of them did and though I1 wabwaawas

hated and persecutedpeipel forsecutedsecured saying me reviling me and speaking all manner

of evil against me falsely for so saying I1 wasbras led to sayin my heart

why persecute me for telling the truth I1 have actually seen a vision

and who amarn I1 that I1 can withstand god orar why does the world think to

make deny hatwhat I1 have actually seen for I1 had seen a vision I1 knew it
andend I1 knew that god knew it and I1 could not deny it neither dare I1 do

it at least I1 knew thatchat by so doing I1 wouldwoaldvoaid offendofffendoffbnd god and come under con

demnationdemnitiondem I1nation had now got my mind satisfied so far as the sedtarianseptarianSed worldtarian

was concerned that it waswes not my duty to join with any of them but con-

tinue as I1 was antillflntilltntill further directed I1 had found the testimony of

james to be true that a man who lacked wisdom might ask of god and ob-

tain and not be upbraidedupbraiderup I1braided continued to pursue my common avocations

in life untill the twenty first of sleptemberSLep onetemberemberenber thousand eight hundred

and twenty three all the time suffering severe persecutions at the hand

of allaliail classes of men both religious and irreligious because I1 continued

to affirm that I1 had seen a vision during the space of time which inter-

vened between the time I1 had the vision and the year eighteen hundred

and twenty three havinghavinghavins been forbidden to joincoin any ofolo thel religious

sects of the day and being of very tender years and persecuted by those

who ought to have been my friendsfriend and to have treated mpmy kindly and if
they supposed me to be deluded to have endeavored in a proper and af-

fectionate manner to have reclaimed me I1 1 cs left to all 0 0 0 unclear
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many foolish errors and displayed the weakness of youth and the corrupborrup

eionstions of human nature which I11 amain sorry to say led

above the wriswrisuweisuaris soI1 alsoaisoisoL

were

andslands

his

werewerg

feet

nakednahedn

naked

andked

asus

hisE

were

amsarmsarnsnd

lufidisCIDLs

also

leslegsies
a

ae

litlitt
littleC bove the anklesan hisityllesies

head

s

and neck erewereverei also bare I1 could discover that he had no other

clothing on but this robe as it ws open so thatthet I1 couldcou seead1d intonto his

bosombosoriobosonrosorio not only waswras his robe exceedingly white but his whole person was

glorious beyond descriptiondescriptionodescriptionsdescript andioneionolone his countenance trulytrull like lightningslightningolightninglightn

the

ingo

room wasaravra exceedinglys light but not so very bright as immediately

around his person 0 nhenwhenkhen I1 firstirstarst looked uponlupon hm I1 was afraid but the

fear soon left meoneo he called me by name and said unto me that he was

see4 note C po 123 13311133 isfl written above the words sight11sight

of oodogodogodood 11

s

dis layedbayedp CY
L

p
lions to the ratificationgratification of nanymany appetitesappe offensiveUtes in teietele sight of
123 133
godcodeoodogodeood in consequence of these things I1 often felt condemned for my

weakness andcand imperfections where on the evening of the above mentioned

twenty first of september after I1 had retired to mylv bed for the night

I1 betook myself to prayer and plicationsupplicationsu to almighty oodcodgod for forgive-

ness of all my sins and follies and also for a manifestation to me thatthalthala

I1 might show of my state and standing before himhiimhinhilmhlinhi forim I1 had full confi-

dence in bbtainingobtaining a devine manifestationmanifestolionmanifesto asllonliontion I1 had previously had oncoonceoneo

hihileuhlie I1 is thus in act of calling uonron docilgociloroa I1 discoveredscovered a8 liht
appearing the room which continued to increaseinc untillrecase the roomroon u s

lighter than catat noonday whenrhenthen ediauelyimniediauelyimm a personage appeared at my

bedside standing in the air for his feet did not touch the floor he

had n aca loose robe of most exquisite whitenessowhite ILitnesso was a whiteness

beyond any earthly I1 had ever seen nor do I1 believe thobtholthatthal canyany earthly

thing could be made to appear so exceedingly hitewhite and brilliantbrillicbrillia his
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a messenger sent fromfro the presencecresence of god to meizielile and that his name wassas
moronic110roni
liephiknephi that god had a work for me to do andancl that my name should be

had for good candendand evil among all nations kndredskndrcdskindreds and tongues 0 or that

it should be both good and evil spoken of amonganongamioneamlong all people 0 he said

there was a book deposited written lipon goldtoldkold plates giving an account

of the formerfornerfonner inhabitantsinhabit ofC this continent and the source from whence

they sprang he also sc id that the fulnessfalness of the everlasting gospel

iasirais contained in it as delivered by the saviour to the ancient inhabitinhabi

tantstant5otantao also that there jc s two stones in silversliver bows andcand these stones

fastened to a breast plate constituted what is calledilledbilled the urimarim and

thuiiimimthurmaimthulThur depositedmaim vathwithwiah the plates and the possession and use of these

stones was what constituted seers in ancient or former times and that
god had prepared them for the purpose of translating the bookbookebooko after

telling me these things he commenced quoting the prophecies of the old

testament he first quoted part of the third chapter of ilachialachi andendana he

quoted also the forth or last chapter of the same prophecy though with

a little variation from the wayvray it reads in our biblessbiblesediblesv insteadinstc of

quoting the first verse as reads in our books he quoted it thus for

behold the dyday cometh that shallshailshali burn as an oven candand all the proud yea

and allcallailcalicail th t do wickedly shall burn as stubble for the daydy that cometh

shall burn thanthemthen saith the lord of hosts that it shall leave themthen

neither root nor branchbranchebrancho 11 and aainaoainacain he quoted the fifty verse thus

behold I1 will reveal unto you the priesthood by the hand of elijah

the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the

moroni is writtenwritl6n above the name hemphihephi with an asterisk
next to it referring to aca note at the bottom of the paepale evidentlyitevidentlyIt

a clerical error see docdoco & dovcovo secsee 050 parparo 2 sec 1061060log par 50
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the hearts of the children the promise madenade to the fathers and the

hearts of the children shall turn to their rathersfathersfatherrather ifsp it were not so

the whole earth would be utterly waistedwalstedwelsted att his comingocoming

etsols

aisals

rrsrms

euleui

intant

hiiajhitaj ithenwhen instantly I1 saw as it
were a conduit open right up into heaven and he ascended up till he

entirely disappeared and the room hnaswas left as it had been before this

uniuna
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lordolordlondolond he also quoted the neklnextnerl verse diradiffdifdiridirldirdlferentlybrentlyerenti andly he shall

in addition to

these he quoted the eleventh chapter of isaiah saying that it lasIBS aboutbout
to be fulfilled 0 he quoted elsoalsoeiso the third chapter of els swantytwaatytwanty second

end thwentyt1hwenty third verses precisely as they stand in our new testament e

he said that that prophet was christ but the day had not yet come when

they who would not hear his voice should be cut off from among the

peoplepeopico but woonboonsoon would comeconeocone he also quoted the second chafer of joel

from the twenty eighth to the last verse e he also said that this was

not yet fulfilled but was soon to be and he further stated the full-
ness of the gentiles was soon to come inokno he quoted many other passages

of scripture and offered many explanations which cannot be mentioned here

again he told me that when I1 got the plates of which he had spoken for

the tjjne that they should be obtained was not yet dulfilledflulfilledfulfilleddul I1filled should not

show them to any persons neither bhethe breastplate tithrithwd theth urimarim and thummimthumm

only to those to whom I1 should be commanded to show thelatheiiietheia ifliollo I1 did I1

should be destroyeddest hilelabile1rovedo he was conversing ithwith me about the plates the

vision was opened to mywy r lind that I1 could see the place1dlace where the

plates were deposited and that so clearly and distinctly that I1 knew

the place aainaaena whenain I1 visited ito afterarter this commmicommma cationcatlon I1 saw the

light dusdasbus the room begin to gather immediatelymediatelyii around the person of him

who had been speaking to me and it continued to do so untilunti the room

wasjas again left dark except just round hi
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I1 had both seen and heard but what was my surprise when again I1

beheld the same messenger at my bedside and hear him rehearse or

repeat over again to me the same things as before and added a caution

to me telling me that satan would try to tempt me in consequence of the

indigent circumstances of my fathersfather familyramiraml toelyllyaly get the platespiates for the

purpose of getting rich this he forbid me saying that I1 must have

no other object in view in getting the plates but to glorify god and

must not be influenced bybit any other motive but that of building his

kingdom otherwise I1 could got get them after this thridchrid visit he

again ascended up into heaven as before and I1 was arain left to

ponder on the strangenessstrange ofnessmess what I1 had just experienced when almost

immediately after the hecavenlyheavenly messenger had ascended from me the

third time the cock crowed and I1 found that day was approaching so

I1herielielle commenced and again

stated the very same things which he had done at his first visit without

the least variation which having done he informed me of great judge

ments which were coming upon the earth which great desolations by famineyamine

sword and pestilence and that these grievous judgementsjudge wouldments come on

the earth in this generationogenerationgenerationsgenengenerbener havingationo related these things he again

ascended as he had done beforebeforeo

by this time tofeo deep were the impfessionsimpressions made on my mind that

sleep had fled from mynt eyes and I1 lay overwhelmed in astonishment at

whatmaltmlat

impfampfessionssessions
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heavenly light had made its appearanceeappearancesappear

I1
anceorinceancee

lay musing on the singularity of the scene andcand marveling

greatly at what had been told me by this extraordinary messenger henwhen

in the midst of my meditation I1 suddenly discovered that my room was

again beginning to get lighted and in an instant as it were the same

heavenly messenger wasvas again by my bedsidebedsideobedsideo
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I1 returned back to my father in the field and rehearsed the

whole matter to him he replied to me that it was of god and to go

and do as commanded by the messengermess I1engere left the field and want to the

place where the messenger had told me the plates were depositeddeposit and

owing to the distinctness of the vision which I1 had had concerning it I1

knew the place the instant that I1 arrived there under a stone of con-

siderable size lay the plates deposited in a stone box this stone wasms

thick and rounding in the middle of the upper side and thinner towards

the edges so that the middle part of it was visible aove the ground

but bhetheghe edge all round was covered with earth having removed the earth

and obtained a lever which I1 got fixed under the edge of the stone and

with a little exertion raised it up I1 looked in andtnd there indeed did I1

behold the platespiates the urimarim and thummimthumnrunThum andmimmin the breast plate as statedd

sleepsleer

godpgoda

itpftp

boxpboap
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that our interviews must have occupied the whole of that night I1

shortly after arose from my bed and as usual went to the necessary

labors of the day but in attempting to labor as at other times I1
found my strength so exhausted as rendered me entirely unable my

father who was labbiringlab alongbiring with me discovered something to be wrong

with me and told me to go home I1 started with the intention of going

to the house but in attempting to CDDSS the fence out of the field

where we were mynw strength entirely failed me and I1 fell helpless on the

ground and for a time was quite unconscious of any thing the first
thing that I1 can recollect was a voice speaking unto me calling me by

name I1 looked up and beheld the same messenger atandingingstandingingstandlstandi overnging my head

surrounded by light as before he then again related unto me all that

he had related to me the previous night and commanded me to go to my

father and tell him of the vision and commandments which I1 had received

I1 obeyed
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wor7worxworawor afflictiond byaf thectionaction death of my eldest brother alvin in the

month of october eighteen hundred and twenty five I1 hired with an old

gentleman by the name of josiah stoaletoal who lived in chenangoChe countynango

state of new york he had hearddhearda something of a silver mine having been

opened lyby the spaniards in harmonyHar susquehanahMonys county state of pennsyl-

vania and had previous to my hiring with him been digging in order

alfjlf possiblepossibleto to discover the mine after I1 went to live with him he took

me among th rest of his hands to dig for the silver mine at which I1

gentlegentiemalpmanp

boapboxp

timeptilep

borduaslorduas
fathertyfatherts
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by the messenger the box in which they lay was formed by laying stones

together in some kind of cement the bottom of the box were laid two

stones cross ways of the box and on these stones lay the plates and

the other things with them I1 made an attempt to take them out but was

forbidden by the messenger and was agin informed that the time for bring-

ing them forth had not yet arrived neither would untill four years from

that timetine but he told me that I1 should come to that place precisely in

one year from that time and that he would ther meet with me and that I1
should continue to do so untill the time should come forror obtaining the

plates accordingly as I1 had been commandedcomandedcom I1anded went at the end of each

year and at each time I1 found the same messenger there and received in
j

structionructionstrictionst and intelligence from him at each of our interviews respecting

what the lord waswab going to do and how and in what manner his kingdom

who to be conducted in the last days As my father worldly circum-

stances were very limited we were under the necessity of laboring with

our hands hiring by days works and otherwise as we could get oppo-

rtunity sometimes we were at home and some time abroad and by continuedcont3mued

labor were enabled to get a comfortable maintenance in the year eigh-

teen hundred and twenty four my fathers family met with a

otherthings
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continuedcontinuedto to work for nearly a month without success in our undertaking

and finally I1 prevailed with the gold gentleman to cease digging after
it hence arose the very prevalent story of my having been a money

digger

during the time that I1 was thus employed I1 was put to board with

a mr isaac halehaie of that place it was there that I1 first saw my wife

his daughter romaboma hale on the eighteenth of januaryjannary eighteen

hundred and twenty seven we were marfiedmartiedgarfied while yet I1 was employed in the

service of mr stoalstoalosooalo owing to my still continuing to alwertasertaswert that I1
had seen a vision persecution still followed me and my wifes fatherfathersratherrathers

family naswas very much opposed to our being married I1 was therefore under

the necessity of taking her elsewhere so we went and were married at

the house of squire tarbill in south bainbridgeBainbridg chenangoChe countynango new

york immediatelyediatelymediately after my marriage I1 left mr stoaletoal and went to my

fathers and famedfanned with him that season at length the timetinetiuetene arrived

for obtaining the piatesplatesepl4tes the urimurjlaiarim and thummim indftxd the breastplate on

the twenty second day of september one thousand eight hundred and

twenty seven having went as usual at the end of another year to the

place where they were deposited the same heavenlyhaa messengervenly delivered

them up to me with this charge that I1 should be responsible for themethemthenthene

that

hi

if I1 should let them go carelessly or through any neglect f mine

I1 should be cubcut orfoffoffaoffp but that if I1 would use all mysaynavniv endeavors to preserve

them until he the messenger should call for themthea they should be

protected I1 soon found out the reason abywhywby I1 had received such strict

charges to keep them safe and why it was that the messengermessengmessang had said

that when I1 had done what was required at my hand he would call for

them for no sooner was it known that I1 had them than the most
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strenousstrenuousst exertionsrenous were used to get them from me every stratagem that

could be invented was resorted to for that purpose the persecution

became more bitter and severee than before and multitudes were on the

alert continualycontinuallycontinua toly get them from me if possible but by the wisdom of

god they remained safe in myraylayiny hands untill I1 had accomplished by them

what was required httottbtbot my hand when according to arrangement the messen-

ger called for them I1 delivered them up to him and he has them in his

charge until this day being the second day of may one thousand eight

hundred and thirty eight

hands
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APPENDSAPPMIX B

pearl of great price account

the story of the first vision and the visitation of moroni was

published in the first edition of the pearl of great price in 1851 thee

story was not voted on by the church as part of the standard works until
octoberoctobers 1880 in 1902 james E talmagetaimage of the council of twelve was

assigned to make a revision of the paarlcaarl of great price including the

story of the first vision and moronis visit in the october conference

of that year it was again voted on by the church and accepted as scripturescrip

A

turesturea

fourth major edition of the pearl of great price was made in 1921 this
was revised by the first presidency primarilypri tomarnymarUy makenake it a reference work

in each edition minor errors of punctuation grammar and mechanics have

been corrected and the following copy is made from the 1963193 published

copy using the format and general editorial changes of the 1921 revision

more information concerning each of these editions and more details con-

cerning the chagdeschaggescbagges made can be found in the source belowlbehowl

1 james markdark the story of the pearl of great price salt lake
cittycityciby utah bookcraftBooke incraft 1955 PP 1862211862219186 221
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ljamesijames clarks
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rajrap ontario now wayne

county in the tatestate of newmwnev york when I1 was in nymy tenth year or there

aboutabouts s in about four years after my fathers arrival in palmyraPalpar hemyras

moved with his family into manchester in the same county of ontario

4 his family eonsistingsonsistingconsistingeonsongon ofsisting eleven souls nameiynamely my fatherrather

joseph smith my mothernother lucy smith whose name previous to her mar

raige was mack daughter of solomon mack my brotherbrothers alvin who

died november 19th 1824 in

smuelsamuelsanuel

the

harrisonharrlson

2th27thath
williamwilliamp

year

don

of

carlos

his

and

age

my

hyrum

sisters

myself

sophroniaSophron cath-

erine and lucy

5 some timetine in the second yearyea afterrafter our removal to manchesterManchesterp

existpexists nowthelowthe

fivepfilep

theadatetheatate

soulssoulss

namebnamep
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1 owing to the many reports which have been put in circula-

tion by evildisposedevil anddisposed designing persons in relation to the rise
and progress of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday all of

which have been designed by the authors thereof to militate against its
character as a church and its progressproftess in the world I1 have been induced

to write this history to disabuse the public mind and put all inquirers

after truth in possession of the factsasfactsjppasracfac theytsas have transpiretranspired in

relation both to myself and the church so far as I1 have such badtsfadts in
my possession

2 in this history I1 shall present the various events in rela-

tion to this churchschurch in truth and righteousness as they have transpired

or as they at present exist being now the eighth year since the orga-

nization of the said churchchurchy

3 I1 wasmas born in the year of our lord on thousand eight hun-

dred and rivefive on the twentythirdtwenty daythird of december in the town of sharon

windsor county state of vemont myny ratherfather joseph smith sen

left the state of vennontvemontpVenn andont moved to palnayrapalmyrapPalmyPalpainavranayradavra

saintsp
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1I was at this time in my fifteenth year myisy rathersfathersratfat familyhentsherts

was proselyterproselyted to the P esbyterianesby faithfaitfalthfaltterianterlan and four of them joined that

church namely my mothermothers lucy my bvhhersbwfahers kynanhynanhyrum and samuel harrison

and my sister sophronia

8 during this tiuetine of great excitement my mind was called up to

serious relfection andgreatand uneasinessgreat but though my feelings were

dep and often poignant still I1 kept myself aloof from allailali these

97

there was in the place where we lived an unusual excitement on the subject

of religion it commenced with the methodists but soon became general

among all the sects in that region of coufabrycoubtrycoucoub indeedtryfabry the whole

district of country seemed affected by lit and great multitudes united

themselves to the different religious parties which created no amalismallamail stir
and division amongst the people some crying loloj10 here and others lo10

theretheret P some were contending for the methodist raithfaithralth some for the

presbyterian and some for the baptist

6 for notwithstanding the great love which the converts to

these differentdifferbntdifferantdiffer faithsant expressed at the time of their conversion and the

great zeal manifested by the respective clergy who were active in get-

ting up and promoting this extraordinary scene of religiousofreligious feeling

in order to have everybody converted as they were pleased to call it
let them join what sect they pleasedj yet when the converts began to

file off some to one party and some to another it was seen that the

seemingly good feelings of bothsthe priebstspl&bstgpriebs and the converts gan tore

pretended than real forror a scene of great confusion and bad feeling en

suedspriestsued priestspriest contending against priestpriests and convert against convert so

that all their good feelings one for another if they ever had any were

entirely lost in a strife of words and a contest about opinions

lop heref1h los

convertsbegan

re

goodfeelings
1 monshonsbonsop

7

presbyterian hp

P

ts gaa

lop

faiths

coultry



sectssectp

cryandbryand

leastpleasta

ftpitp

98

partipartiespantiespartlpanti though I1 attended their several meetings as often as occasion

would permit in process of time my mind bedame somewhat partial to

the methodist sect and I1 felt some desire to be united with them but

so great were the confusion and strife among the different denominations

that it was impossible for a person young as I1 was and so unacquainted

with men and things to come to any certain conclusionwhoconclusion who was right and

who was wrongwrongswronge

ao9909o vymy mind at times was greatly exciteexcited the cry and tumult wer

so great and incessant the presbyterians were most decided against the

baptistsbaptiste and methodistsMethodi andstevstep used all the powers of both reason and

sophistry to prove their errors or at least to make the people think

they were in error on bhethe other hand the baptistsbaptiste and methodists in

their turn were equally zealous in endeavoringendeavoringto to establish their own

tenets and disprove allailali others

10 in the midst of this war of words and tumult of opinions I1

ofttehofttefa said to myself wiatwhat is aoto be donedonet who of all these parties are

right or are they all wrong together if any one of them be right

which is it and how shall I1 know it
11 whilewllieuhlie I1 was laboring under the extreme difficulties caused

lyby the contests of these parties of religionists I1 was one day reading

the epistle of jamesjjamesjamespjanes arst chapter and fifthfirth verse which earstrtedsseadst if any

of you lack wisdomwisdon let him ask of god that giveth to all men liberallyliberal

and

lyp

upbraidethupbraid noteth and it shallshailshali be given himhin

12 never did any passage odofeoei scripture come with more power

to the heart of man than this did at this time to mine it seemed to

enter with great force into every feeling of my heart I1 reflected on

it again and again knowing that if any person needed wisdom from god
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I1 did for how to act I1 did not know and unless I1 could get more wisdom

than I1 then had I1 would never know for the teachers of religion of the

different sects understood the same passages of scripture so differently
as to destroy all confidence in settling the question by an appeal to the

bible

13 at length I1 came to the conclusion that I1 must either re-

main in darkness and confusion or else I1 must do as james directs that

is ask of god 1I at length came to the determination to ask of god11

concluding that if he gave wisdom to themthen that lacked wisdom and would

give liberally and not upbraid I1 might venture

14 so in accordance with this my determination to ask of god

I1 retired to the woods to make the attempt it was on the morning of a

beautiful clear day early in the eptingspting of eighteen hundred and tenetytwnety

it was the first time in my life that I1 had made such an attempt for

amidst allail my anxieties I1 had never as yet made the attempt to pray vocally

15 after I1 had retired to the place where I1 had previously

designed to go90 having0.0 looked around me and finding myself alone I1

kneeled down and began to offer up the desire of my heart to god I1 had

scarcely done so when immediatelyijnmediately I1 was seized upin bytoykhy semesomebomebeme power which

entrielyent overcameriely me and had such an astonishing influence over me as to

bind my tongue so that I1 could not speak thick darkness gathered around

me and it seemed to me for a timetunetine as if I1 were doomed to sudden destructiondestructions

16 but exerting all my powers to call upon god to deliver me

out of the power of this enemy which had seized upon me and at the

very moment when I1 was ready to sink into despair and abandon myself to

destruction not to an imaginary ruin but to the power of some actual

being from the unseen world who had such marvelous power as I1 had never

god
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I1 then said to my mothernothernothen ttni have learned

for myself that presbyterianism is not tauetanetune it seems as though the

nepnej

edvedp I1 had no strength but soon recover-

ing in some desgreedesareedes I1gree went home and as I1 leaned up to the fireplace

mother inquired what the matter was I1 repliedreplierepile never mind all is

well I1 am well enough offorf
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oftheodthe
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before felt in any being just at this moment of great alarm I1 saw a

pillar of light exactly over my head above the brightness of the sun

which descended gradually until it fell upon me

17 it no sooner appeared than I1 found myself delivered from

the enemy which held me bound when the light rested upon me I1 saw two

personagepersonages whose brightness and glory defy all description standing

above me in the air one of them spake unto me calling me by name and

saidsald pointing to the other this is my beloved son hear hinhimhimlhinl

181 myS object in going to inquire of the lord was to knowknewknem which

of the sects was right that I1 might know which to join no sooner

thereforetherefor did I1 get possession of myself so as to be able to speak than

I1 asked the personages who stood aove me in the light which of all the

sects was right and which I1 should join

19 1I was answered that I1 must join none of them for they were

all wrongjwrongwrongs and the personage who addressed me said that all their creeds

were an abomination in his sight that those professors were allsilsii corrupt

thatthatt they draw near to me with their lips but their hearts are far

from me they teach for doctrines the commandments of men having a formfornforu

of godliness but they deny the power thereof

20 he again forbade me to join with any of them and manymamy other

things did he say unto me which I1 cannot write at this timetiwe when I1

came to myself again I1 found myself lying on my back looking up into

heaven when the light had departeddepart
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adversary wasvasvesmes awareawan at a very early period of my lifeilfe that I1 was

destined to prove a disturber and an annoyer of his kingdom else why

should the powers of darkness combine against me why the opposition

and persecution that arose against me almosta in my infancy

21 some few days after I1 had this vision I1 happened to be in
company with one of the methodist preachers who was very active in the

before mentioned religious excitement and conversing with him on the

subject of religion I1 took occasion to give himhin an account of the

vision which I1 had had I1 was greatly surprised at his behavior he

treated nymy communication not only lightly but with great contempt say-

ing it was all of the devil that there were no such things as visions or

revelationsretelationsrete inlations these days that all such things had ceased with the

apostlesapost andlesp that there would never be any more of them

22 1I soon found howeverhowehoue thatverjverp my telling the story had excited

a great deal of prejudice against me among professors of religion and was

the cause of great persecution which continued to increase and though

I1 was an obscure boy only between fourteen and fifteen years of age and

my circumstances in life such as to make a boy of no consequence in the

world yet men of high standing would take notice sufficient to excite

the public mind against me and creat a bitter persecution and this

was common among all the allaliail united to persecute me

23 it cause me serious reflection then and often has since

how very strange it was that an obscure boy of a little over fourteen

years of age and one too who wasvasmas doomed to the necessity of obtaining

a scanty maintenance by his daily labor should be thought a character of

sufficient importance to attract the attention of the great ones of the

most popular sects of the day and in a manner to creat in them a spirit
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of the most bitter persecution and reviling but strange or not so it
was and it was often the cause of the great sorrow to myself

24 however it was nevertheless a fact that I1 had beheld a

vision I1 have thought since that I1 felt much like paul when he made

his defense before king agrippa and related the account of the vision he

had when he saw a light and hearddhearda avoicealoice but still there were but few

who believed hinhunhim some said he was dishonest others said he was mad

and he was ridiculed and reviled but all this did not destroy the reality

of his vision he had seen a visiibnvisiinpvisi heibnihn knew he had and all the perse

cution under heaven could not makeaake it otherwise and though they should

persecute him unto deathdeat yet he knew and would know to his latest

breath that he had both seen a light and heard a voice speaking unto

him and all the world could not make him think aror believe otherwise

25 so it was with me I1 had actually been a light and in the

midst of that light I1 saw two personages and they did in reality speak

to me and though I1 was hated and persecuted for saying that I1 had seen

a vision yet it was true and while they were persevtingpersertrfcing me reviling

me and speaking n manner of evil against me falsely for so saying

I1 was led to say in my hearts whyW persecute me for t tellingelling the truth

I1 have actually seen a vision and who am I1 that I1 can withstand god

or why does the world think to make me deny talbvaab I1 have actually seen

for I1 had seen a vision I1 knew it and I1 knew that god knew it and I1

could not deny it neither dared I1 do it at least I1 knew that by so

doing I1 would wrendalfend godgods and come under condemnation

26 1I had now got my mind satisfied so far as the sectarian world

was concernedthatconcerned it was not my duty to join with any of them but

to continue as I1 was until further directeddirect
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I1 continued to pursue my common vocations in life until
the twentyfirsttwenty offirst september one thousand eight hundred and twenty

threethreepthraep all the time suffering severe persecution at the hands of all
classes of mennen both religious and irreligious because I1 icontinuedcontinued to

I1 cac3

bewbemainL t

godagodp

menpmena

etcoretcop cansisconsis ent

ohsths

1q3

of james to be true that a man who lacked wisdom might ask of god and

obtain and not be upbraidedupbraiderup

27

braided

affirm that 1I had seen a vision

28 during the space of time which intervened between the tiuetime

I1 had the vision and the year eighteen hundred and twentythreetwenty

having

three

been forbidden to join any of the religious sects of the day and

being of veryveltvert tender yearsyearb and persecuted tyby those who ought to have been

nymy ri ends and to have treated me kindly and if they supposed me to be

deluded to have endeavored in a proper and affectionate manner to have

reclaimed memel I1 was left to all kinds of temptations and mingling with

all kinds of society I1 frequently fellrelireilf intoeae3 manyI1 foolish errors and

displayed the weakness of youth and the foibles of human nature which

I1 am borrysorry to baysay led me into divers temptations offensive in the bightsighteight

of god inrn making this confessionconfessions no one need suppose me guilty of any

great or malignant sins A disposition to commit such was never in my

nature but I1 was guilty of levitylevit andyp sometimes associated with jovial

company etc not consistent with that character which ought to be main-

tained by one who maswaswash called of god as I1 had been but this will not

seem very strange to any one who recollects aymy youth and is acquainted

witliwitiritlibiti my native cheery temperament

29 in consequencedonsequenc of these things I1 often felt condemned for

my weakness and imperfections when on the evening of the abovementionedabove

twentyfirsttwenty

mentioned

offirst september after I1 had retired to my bed for the nighnight
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I1 betook myself to prayer and supplication to almighty godood for forgive-

ness of all my sins and follies and also for a manifestation to me

that I1 might know of my state and standing before him for I1 had full
confidence in obtaining a divine manifestation as I1 previously had one

30 while I1 was thus in the act of calling upon god I1 dis-

covered a light appearing in my roorocroa which continued to increase until
the room was lighter than at noondaynoonda whenyp ediatelyimmediatelymediately a personage ap-

peared at luyvayluv bedside standing in the air for his feet did not touch

the floor

31 he had on a loose robe of most exquisite whitenesswhit itetwasitwasenesse was

a whiteness beyond anything earthly I1 had ever seeni nor do I1 believe

that any earthly thing c ould be made to appear so exceedingly white
i

and brilliant his hands were naked and his msaimsainsalms also a little above

the wrist so60 also were his feet naked as were his legs a little
above the ankles

fo esp

er

mwbedsidej st

seen

e pppear

a

edp

Us head and neck were also bare I1 could discover

that he no other clothing on but this robe as it was epenqpenupenp so that

I1 could see into his bosom

32 not only was his robe exceedingly white but his whole

person was gloriously beyond description and his countenance truly like

lightninglightn theingeingo room was exceedingly light but no so very bright as

immediatelyediate3y around his personpersone whenwien I1 first looked upon him I1 was

afraid butbiabulblabtw the fear soon left me

33 he called me by name and said unto me that he was a mes-

senger sent fromfron the presence of god to me and that his name was moronic

thatthatgodgod had a work for me to do and that my name should be had for

good and evil among all nations kindredsndredso and tongues or that it should

be both gnadgaddgaad and evil spoken of among allailali leoplapeoplapeohho

robev
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alsoaiso that there were two stones in silver bows and these

stones fastened to a breastplate constituted what is called the urimarim

and thummim depositeddepo withladiad the plates and the possession and use of

these stones were what constituted seers in ancient or former times

and that god hadleadhedleed preparedpre themred for the purpose of translatingtrans thehating book

36

proiprot ses madetradeirade to the fathers

and the hearts of the children shall turn to their ratherlatherfathersratherss if it were

not so the whole earth would be utterly wasted at his comingcuecle

sebbeb
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3431 he said there was a book deposited written upon gold

plates giving an account of the former inhabitants of this continent

and the source from whence they sprarsprangsarar he also said that the fulnessfalness

of the werlastingwerwen gospellasting was contained in it as delivered by the savior

to the ancient inhabitants

35

after telling me these things he commenced quoting the

prophecies of the oldoid testamenttestaments he first quoted part of the thirdthard

chapter of malachi and he quoted also the fourth or last chapter of the

wamesame prophecy although with a littelittle variationvariavarla romfromatito the wayweyuey it reads in

our bibles instead of quoting the first verse as it reads in our books

he quoted it thus 8

37 for beholdbeholds the day cometh that shall burn as an ovenaven and all
the proucyprouxyprowr7 yea and all that do wickedly shall burn as stubble for they

that cde shall burn themthemethemithene baithsaithwithbalthmith the irdlord of hosts that it shall leave

them neither root nor branchbranchybranche

3&3 and again he quoted the riethfifthfishfinh verse thust beholdbeholds I1 wllwill

reveal unto you the priesthood by the hand of elijaheiljah the prophetprophets be-

fore the coming of the great and dreadful day of the lord

39 he also quoted the next verse differently andd he shall

plant in the hearts of the children the promises
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40 in addition to these he quoted the eleventh chapter of

isaiah saying that it was about to be fulfilled he quoted also the

thridchrid chapter of acts twentysecondtwenty andsecond strentyttrentytinrenty thindthird verses precise-

ly as they stand in our new testament he said that that prophet as

christy but the day had not yet come when they who would not hear his

voice should be cut off from among the peoplenpeopledpeo butplenpleupieu soon would come

41 he also quoted the secondseoondseaidnd chapter of joel from the twentyfirstwenty

eighth

firs
verse to the last he also said that this was not yet fulfilledifilledfu

but was soon to be and he further stated that the fulnessfalness of the

gentiles was soon to come in he quoted manyany other passages of scrip-

ture and offered many explanations which cannot be mentioned here

42 again he told me that when I1 got those plates of which

he had spoken for the time that they should be obtained was not yet

fulfilled I1 should notnobnou show them to any person neither the breast-

plate with the urimarim and thummimthilmmimThum onlymimulm to those to whom I1 should be com-

manded to show them if I1 did I1 should be destroyeddestroy whileuhlie he was con-

versing with me about the platesplacespiates the vision was opened to my mind that

I1 could see the place where the plates were deposited andaridarld that sosd

clearly and distinctly that I1 knew the place again when I1 visited it
43 after this communication I1 saw the light in the room begin

to gather immediatelyimmediate around4 the person of himhin who had been speaking to

me and it continued to do so until the room was again left dark except

just around himhin when instantly I1 saw as it were a cond&tfcondlit open right

up into heaven and he ascended till he entirelyentirety disappeared and the

roanroma was left as it had been before thibthis heavenly light had made its
appearance
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greatly at what had been told to me by this extraordinary messenger when

in the midst of my meditation I1 suddenly discovered that my room was

again beginning to get lighted and in an instant as it were the same

heavenly messenger was again by my bedside

45 he commenced and again related the very salaesamesaine things which

he had done at his first visit without the least variation which having

done he informed me of great judgmentsjudementsjude whichments were coming upon the earth

with great desolatiodesolationsdesolation by famine sword and pestilence and that these

grievous judgementsjudge wouldments come bnabn the earth in this generation having

related these things he again ascended as he had done before

46 by this time so deep were the impressions made on ny mind

that sleep had fled from mytoynoynov eyes and I1 lay overwhelmed in astonishment

at what I1 had both seen and heardhearde but what was my surrpyisesurrpzise whenuhenwhenagainagain

I1 beheld the same messenger at my b bedsideedsideadside and heard him rehearse or

repeat over again to me the same things as before and added a caution

to me telling me that satan would try to tempt me in conse-

quence of the indigent circumstances of my ratherstattersfathers familyf to get the

plates for the purpose of getting rich this he forbade me saying that

I1 must have no other object in view in getting the plates but to glorify

god and must not be influenced by any other motive than that of building

his kingdom otherwise I1 could not get themthemethenthene

4747p after this third visit he again ascended into heaven as

before and I1 was again left to ponder on the strangeness of what I1

had just experiencedexpertexperi whenincelinced almost immediatelyediatelymediately after the heavenly messenger

had ascended framfromfrau me for the third time the cock crowed and I1 found

that day was approachapproaching so that our interviews must have occupied

the whole of that nightnighty
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48 1I shortly after arose from my bed and as usual went to

the necessary labors of the day but in attempting to work as at other

times I1 found my strength so exhausted as to render me entirely un-

able wymy father who was laboring along with me discovered something

to be wrong with me and told me to go home I1 started with the inten-

tion

w

of going to the househouses but in attempting to cross the fence out

of the field where we were my strength entirely failed me and I1 fell
helpless on the ground and for a time was unconscious of any

hindeehinfeehir

49 the first thing that I1 can recollect was a voice speaking

unto me calling me by name I1 looked up and beheld the same messenger

standing over my head surrounded by light as before he then again

related unto me allaliail that he had related to me the jhrevious night and

commanded me to go to my father and telltenteliteil him of the vision and cckomandments

which I1 had received

0 1I obeyed I1 returned to my father in the field and rehearsed

the whole matter to him he replied to me that it was of god and told

me to go and do as cocanaded by the messengernes I1sengerbengerbengen left the field and

went to the place where the messenger had told me the plates were de-

posited and owing to the distinctness of the vision which I1 had had

concerning it I1 knewknow the place the instant that I1 arrived there

51 conveninetConven toinet the village of manchesterMan ontariochesters county

new york stands a hill of considerable sleesize and the most elevated

of any in the neighborhood on the west side of this hill not far

from the top under the stone of considerablecosiderable size lay the piatesplates

despoiteddespoiled in a stone box this stone was thick and rounding in the

middle on the upper side and thinner towards the edges so that the
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1I made an attempt to take them out but was forbidden by

the messenger and was again informed that the time for bringing them

forth had not yet arrived neither would it until four years from that

timetine but he told me that I1 should come to that place precisely in one

year from that time and that he would there meet with me and that I1
should continue to do so until the time should come for obtaining the

plates

54
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middle part of it was visible above the ground but the edge all around

was covered with earth

52 having removed the earth I1 obtained a lever which I1 got fixed

under the edge of the stone and with a little exertion raised it up I1
looked in and there indeed did I1 behold the platespiates the urimarim and thum

mim and the breastplate as stated by the messenger the box in which

they lay was formed by laying stones together in some kind of cement

in the bottombotton of the box were laid two stones cros sways of the box and

on these stones lay the plates and the other things with them

53

accordingly as I1 had been commandedcommande I1 went at the end of

each year and at each time I1 found the same messenger there and re-

ceived instruction and inteligenceintelligenceinteli fromgence him at each of our interviews

respecting what the lord was going to do and how and in what manner

his kingdom was to be conducted in the last days

55 As my fathers worldly circumstarmesircumstannes were very limited we

were under the necessity of laboring with our hands hiring out by

day work and otherwise as we could get opportunity some times we

were at homehone and smetimessometimes abroad bndhndend by continuous labor were

enabled to get a comfortable maintenance

56 in the year 1824 my fathers family met with a great
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hilredhiared stoalpstoulp

minepdinep

sevenpsevena having gone as

asualusual at the end of another year to the place where they were deposited

the same heavenly messenger delivered them up to me with this charge

110

affliction by the death of my eldest brother alvin in the month of

octoberOc 1825tobery I1 hiaredhilred with an old gentleman by the name of josiah stoaletoal
who lived in chenangoChe countynango state of new york he had heard something

of a8 silver mine having been opened by the spaniards in hamonharmon sus-

quehanna county state of pennsylvania and had previous to my hiring

to him been diggindigging in order if possible to discover the mine after

I1 went to live with him he took me with the rest of his hands to dig

for the silver mine at which I1 continued to work for nearly a month

without success in our undertaking and finally I1 prevailed with the old

gentleman to cease digging after it hence arose the very prevalent

story of my having been a money digger

57 during the time that I1 was thus employedemploy I1 was put to board

with a mr isaac halehaie of that place it was there I1 first saw my wifewifbif
his daughter banaema hale on the 18bh18th of january 1827 we were married

while I1 was yet employed in the service of mr stoaletoal

58 owing to my continuing to assert that I1 had seen a vision

persecution still followed me and my wifes father family were very

much opposed to our being married I1 was thereforetherefor under the necessity

of taking her elsewhere so we went and were married at the house of

squire tarbill in south bainbridge chenangoChe countynango new york im-

mediately after my marriage I1 left mrmramrs stoal1stoalsps and went to my fathers

and farmedearned with him that season

59 at length the time arrived for obtaining the piatesplates the

urimarim and thummimThum andmimmin the breastplate on the twentysecondtwentysectwenty daysecond of

septemberseptembers one9 thousand eight hundred and twenty seven
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lil111illlit
that I1 should be responsible for them that if I1 should let them go carelessly

or through anymnyamny neglect of mine I1 should be cut of but that if I1 wouldlusewould

all
luse

my endeavors to preserve thenthem until he the messenger should call for

themthen they should protected

60 1I soon found out the reason why I1 had received such strict
charges to keep hdm wentsaftwenn and why it was that the messenger had said that

when I1 had done what was required at my hand he would call for them for

no sooner was it known that I1 had them that most strenuous exertions were

used to get them from me every stratagem that could be invented was re-

sorted to for that purpose the persecution became more bitter and severe

than before and multitudes were on the alert continually to get them from

me if possible but by the wisdom of god they remained safe in my hands

until I1 had accomplished by them what was required at ky hand when ac-

cording to arrangements the messenger called for them I1 delivered them

up to himahlma and he kashas them in his charge until this day being the second

day of maymapp one thousand eight hundred and thrityeightfchrity eight
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I1 s publ i shed accountaccou4t

orson prat was born september 19j 1811 in hartford new york

orson was converted to the restored gospel by his brother parley and

was baptized on his nineteenth birthday 1830 he brasvas later ordained

an elder and went on his first mission to colwvillecolvsvillesColwcollcoil newville york he was

ordained a high priest by sidney rigdon he helped to organize ziontsziosazios
cmpamp and was member of the high council in missouri in 1835 he was

chosen to be one of the quorum of the twelve apostles and was ordained

by the three witnesses

I1ampjampa

isntijnt
T
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APPENDIXAPPEMIX C

orson plattsplaits published

he was called to go on a mission to england and

left far west missouriMissour on april 26 1839 y assignmentsigmentas he labored

in scotland

in 1840 while on this mission orson pratt had ballantyne and

hughes of edinburg publish his pamphlet entitledentitle interestinginterestsinterestiInte accountresti of

several remarkable Visionvisions and the late discovery of ancient american

records he compiled this in england and the pamphletpamp becamebietblethiet the first

separately published account of the irst vision and moronis visit he

relaiarnedretrtarned to americainAmeri 1841cain only the section of this pamphlet which

deals with the visitations is included here
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I1 ndsorendsor county vermont on the
23d of decembersdeceaiberdecemberpDecea Akviber Ddo 180518050 uhenkrhen ten years oldoid his parents with their
family moved to palmyra new york in the vicinity of which he resided

for about eleven years the latter part in the town of manchester

cultivating the earth for a livelihood was his occupation in which he

employed the most of his time his advantages for acquiring literary
knowledge were exceedingly small hence his education was limited to a

slight acquaintance with two or three of the common branches of learning

he could read without much difficulty and write a very imperfect hand

and had a very limited understanding of the ground rules of arithmetic

these were his highest and only attainments while the rest of those

branchesbranc sohesp universally taught in the common schools throughout the

united states were entirely unknown to him when somewheresome aboutwhare four-

teen or fifteen years old he began seriously to reflect upon the nece-

ssity of being prepared for a future state of existence but how or in

what wayuay to prepare himself was a question as yet undetermined in

his own mind he perceived that it was a question of infinite importance

and that the salvation of his souls depended upon a correct understanding

of the same hwhv sawbawssaws that if he understood not the vayowaywayo it would be

impossible to walk in it except by change and the thought of resting his

hopes of eternal life upon chance or uncertainitiesuncertainitiesp was more than he

could endure if he went to the religious denominations to seek infor-

mation eachp one pointed to its particular tenets saying thistthisathis is the

wayways walk ye ih itj11 while at the same time the doctrines of each

were in many respects in direct opposition to one another it also

occurred to his mind that godG wasod not the author of but one doctrinedoctrindoctrines
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mrdir joseph smith jun who made the following important dis-
covery was bomborn in the town of sharon windsor
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and therefore could not acknowledge but one denomination as his church

and that such denomination must be a people who believe and teach

that one doctrine whatever it may be and build upon the same he

then reflected upon the immense number of doctrindoctrines nownowdnows ininthethe worldsworld

which had given rise to many hundreds of different denominations the

great question to be decided in his mind was if any one of these

denominations be the church of christ whicjiwhiciz one is it until he could

become satisfied in relation to this question he could not rest con-

tented to trust to the decisions of fallible manaan and build his hopes

upon the same without any certainty and knowledge of his own would

not satisfysatis thefr anxious desires that pervaded his breast to decide

without any positive and definite evidenevidence on which he could reply upon

a subject involving the future welfare of his soulsoui was revolting to

his feelings the only alternative that seemed to be left himhin was to

read the scripturesScrip andturess endeavor to follow their directions he

accordingly commenced perusing the sacred pages of the biblebibie with

sinceritysincer believingitys the things that he readreadoreade his mind soon caught hold

of the following passage if any of you lack wisdom let him ask of

god that giveth to all men liberally andi upbraidethupbraid noteth and it shall

be given him jamesi4ames I1 5 from this promise he learned that it was

the privilege of all men to ask god for wisdom with the sure and cer-

tain expectation of receiving liberally without being upbraided for so

doingdoingidoengi this was cheering informationformation to him tidings that gave him

great joy it was likeilke a light shining forth in a dark place to gude

him to the path in which he should walkowalls hehep nownows saw that if he in-

quired of god therewastherelvasptherevasther notewaseweseues only a possibility but a probability

yea more a certainty that he dhouldshould obtain a knowledgknowledge which of all
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I1

fromnom

cejcep until darkness gave way from

his mind and he was enabled to pray in fervency of the spirit and in

faith and while thus pouring bethatbeh his soul anxiously desiring an

answer rom god he at length saw a very bright and glorious light in

the heavens above which at first seemed to be at a considerable dis-

tance he continued praying while the light appeared to be gradually

desceridiggdescemingdesce towardsmiNg himhin and as it drewwmghbrridrewmighterr it increased in bright-

ness and magnitude so that tyby the time that it reached the tops of

the trees the whole wilderness for somebome distance around was illuminated

inir a most glorious and brilliant mannermanners he expectedaacpectedzxpected to have seen the

leaves and boughs of the trees consumedconsume asdp soon as the light came in

contact with them but perceiving that it did not produce that efferteffedt he

was encouraged with the hopes of being able to endure its presence it
continued descending slowly until it rested upon the earth and he was

enveloped in the midst of it when Alehieh first came upon him it produced

a peculiar sensation throughout his whole systemssystem andjand immediatelyediatelysjp his

mind was caught away from the natural objects with which he was sur-

rounded and he was enwrapped in a heavenly vision and saw two glorious

personages who exactly resembled each other in their features or like-

ness he was informed that9.9 his sins were forgiven he was also informed

upon the subjects which had for some time previously agitated his mind

viz that all the religious denominations were believing in incorrect

nesipnessp

subjsuba ectroectso mindamindv

ing
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the doctrinesdoctrines1 was the doctrine of christ and which of all the

churches was the church of christ he therefore retired to a secret

place in a grove but a short distance from his fatherfathers house and

knelt down and began to callcalcalicailcai uponlupon the lord at first he was severely

tempted tyby the powers of darkness which endeavoured to overcome him

but he continued to seek for deliverancedeliveran

doctrinesolwas
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christchrists according to the promise which he had remittedreca&fedrecitted in the formerforner

vision while he thus continued to pour out his desires before the father

of all good endeavouring to exercise faith in his precious promises

on a sudden a light like that of daydays only of a purer and far more

glorious appearance and brightness burst into the room indeed the

first sight was as though the house was filled with comsumingconsumingcom firesuming this

sudden appearance of a light so bright as must naturally be expectedexported

occasioned a shock or sensation visible to the extremities of the bodyebody

it was however followed with a calmness and serenity of mind and an

overwhelming rapturerapttrerapnap ofetirehtire joyjoys that surpassed understanding and in a

moment a personage stood before him i
notwithstanding the brightness of the light which previously

whichawhichp

andaandj
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doctrinesjdoctrinesdoctrine andsj consequently that none of them was acknowledgedacknowledgedof

god as his church and kingdom and he was expressly commanded to go

not after them and he received a promise that the true doctrine he

fulnessfalness of the gospel should at some future time be made known to

him after which the vision withdrew leavingleav hisht mind in a state of

calmness and peace indescribable somesamesauesone time after having received

this glorious manifestationmanifestations being young he was again entangeled in the

vanities of the world of which he afterwards sincerely and truly re-

pented

and it pleased god on the evening of the 21st of september A D

1823 to again hear his prayers for he had retired to rest as usual

only that his mind was drawn oulout in fervent prayerprayers and his souls was
M

filled with the most earnest desire to commune with some kind messen f

gergers who could communicate to him the desired information of his ac-

ceptance with god11 and also unfold the principles of the doctrine 6

gods

times

ca ess

worlds

gods ontheanthe do

resto

outs

desires

er

P god

non

si ht19

wass ca ess minds

of

ceptance



ongoug 9.9

coomoroomo

godjgoda

117

illumined the roomroon yet there seemed to be an additional glory sur-

rounding or accompanying this personagepersopenso whichnase shone with an increased

degree of brilliancybrillian ofcyp which he was in the midst and though his

countenance was as lightning yet it was of a pleasing innocent and

glorious appearance so much so that every fear was banished from the

heart and nothing but calmness pervaded the soul

the stature of this personage was a little above the common

size of men in this age his gramentgrajnentgraj wasnent perfectly white and had the

appearance of being without seamsseam ll11

this glorious being declared himself to be an angel of god sent

forth by commandment to communicate to him that his sins were forgiven

and that his prayers were hearda and also to bring the joyful tidingtidings

that covenant which god made with ancient israel concerning their

posteriposterity was at hand to be fulfilled that the great preparatory work

cdrftfr the sedondredond comming of the messiah was speedily to commence that the

time was at hand for the gospel in its fulnessfalnessful toness be preached in power

unto ali nations that a people might be preapredprea withpred faith and righteous-

ness for the millennial reign of universal peace and joy

he was informed that he was called and chosen to be an inspruinstruiinstru

tentkent in the bandsxandslands of god to bring about some of his marvellousmarcellousmarv purposesellous

in this glorious dispensation it was also made manifest to him that the

american indians were a remnant of israel that when they first
emigrated to americaAmeriamerl theycajcay were an enlghteried people possessing a

knowledge of the true god enjoying his favour and peculiar blessings

from his hand that the prophetprophets and inspired writers anongamong them were

required to keep a sacred history of the most important events transpiring

among them which history was handed down for many generations till at
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length they fell into great wickedness most part of them were

destroyed and the recordrecords by commandmentconunandment of godood to one of the last
prophets among them were safely depositeddeposit to preserve them from the

hands of the wkced who sought to destroy them he was informed that

these records contained many sacred revelations pertaining to the gospel

of the kingdom as weiltrelldellbeil as prophecies relating to the great eventevents of

the last days and that to fulfil his promises to the ancients who

wrote the recordsrecord and to accomplish his purposes in the restitution of

the children ac&c&cp they were to canecone forth to the knowledge of the

people if faithful he was to be the instrument who should be thus

highly favouredfavour in bringinginbringinginfringing these sacred things to light at the same

time being expressly informed that it must be done with an eye single

to the glory of god that no one could be entrusted with those sacred

writingwritings who should endeavor to aggrandize himself lyby converting

sacred things to unrighteous and speculative purposes after giving him

many instructions concerning things past and to come which would be

foreign to our purpose to mention here he disappeared and the halo

and glory of god withdrew leaving his mind in perfect peace while a

calmness and serenityberonserOn indescribableltvity pervaded the soulsoulesouiesoui butbutpbubp before

morning the vision was twice renewed instructing him further and still
further concerning the great work of god about to be performedperfo onmedaed the

eartheartheeartha in the monringmonringpconringmon hering went out to his labour as usual but soon the

vision was renewed the angel again appeared and having been ihfoimedihfomed

by the previous visions of the night concerning the place where those

records were depositeddeposit he was instructed to go immediately and view

them

Accordingaccordingly he repaftedrepatfeed to the place a brief descriliptiondescr&iption of
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rajrap you pass a large hill on the east side of the road why

I1 say large is because it is as large perhaps as any in that country

the north and rises quite suddenly until it assumes a level

with the more southerly extremity and I1 think I1 may say an elevation

higher than at the south a short distancedistan say half or threefourthsthree offourths

a milemlle As you pass towards canandaiguacanandaiguap it lessens gradualgradually until the

surface assumes its common level or is broken by other scallelasmallefasmallelaallelasmalsm hillslehalefa

or ridges watercourseswater andcourses ravines I1 think I1 am justified in saying

that this is highest hialhi&l for the some distance round and I1 am certain

that its appearance as it raknesrak&esruesrles so suddenly from a plain on the north

must attract the notice of the traveller as he passed bythe north

end

cejcep

fourpfoura

mouthssouths

northpnortha

endaendp

southpsoutha

ascentiascentp

hillpfillp

which has been described as rising suddenly from the plain forms

a promontory without timber but covered with grass As you pass to the

south you soon come to scattering timber the surface having been cleared

bytoyloy art or wind and a short distance dTurther left you are surrounded

with the common forest of the country it is necessary to observe that

even the part clearedklea wasreds only occupied for pasturage its steep ascent

and narrow summit not addittingadriittingdittingadmittingad the plough of the husbandmanhusband withmani any

desgreedesaree of ease of profit it was at the second mentioned place where

the record was found to be deposited on the west side of the hill not

far from the top down its side and when myself visited the place in the

year 1830 there were several trees standing enough to cause a shade in
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which shallshaushanshalishail be given in the words of a gentleman by the name of

oliver cowdery who has visited the spotspotospota

As you pass on the mail road from palmyra wayne county to

canandaiguacanandaiguap ontaiaoontafto county new york before arriving at the little
village of manchesterManches sayterp fromfrcmfronfram three to fourfoun or about four miles

from palmyraPalmy
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summersumersumnersunner butp no so much as to prevent the surface being covered with

grassywhichgrasstgrassy waswhich also the case when the record was first found

how earfarcar below the surface these records fl anciently placed

I1 amain unable to say but from the fact that they had been somesone fourteen

hundred yearsburiedyears andburied that too on the side of a hill so steep one

is ready to conclude that they were s omeone feet below as the earth would

naturallyraturallyniturallyrAtunitu wearwearprally more or less in that length of time but they being

placed toward the top of the hill the ground would not remove as much as

at two thirds perhaps another circumstance would prevent a wearing

of the earth in all probability as soon as timber had time to grow

the hill was coverettcoveredtcove andffandfiandredt the roots of the same would hold the surface

however on this point I1 shall leave every man to draw his own conclusion

and form his own spectlationspectilationspeculationspect 11lation but sifficesuffice to say a hole of sufficient

depth wabwasmaswebmeb dug at the bottom of this was laidaalaidal stone of suitable sleesize

the upper surfacesurrace being smooth at each edge was placed a large quantity

of cement and into this cement at the four edges of this btoneatone were

placed erect four others their bottom edges resting in the cement at the

outer edges of the first stoheshohe the four last named when placed erect

formed a box the comers or where the edges of the four came in contact

were also cemented so fiarlyfiarlypfearly that the moisture from without 1 was prevented

from entering it is to be observed also that the inner sursufraces of

the four erect or side stones were smoot this box was sufficiently

large to admit a breastplate such as was used by the ancients to defend

the chest & from the arrows and weapons of their enemy from the

bottom of the box or ibromfrom the breastplate arose three small pillars

composed of the same description of cement aueduaeduued on the edges and upon

p

laid a sizes

cornerss
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sellsollseli thisnthisanthis box containing

the records was covered with another stone the bottom surface being

flat and the upper crowning when it was first visited by mr smith on

on the morning of the 22nd of september 1823182391823.9 aitaila part of the crowning stone

was visible above the surfacesurfac whilewhlewhie the edges were concealed by the soil
and grass

I1

I1p

boapboxp

surfacedsurfacep

firstafirstp

easaas

babpbaxp
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saidasaidp if evilpevila

notpnoop

menwithrenwith evilpevila
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these three pillars were placed the recordrecordsrecordsoll

lt from which circumstance it may bebbeeben seenseenpseena that however deep

the box might have been placed at first the timetine had been sufficient to

wear the earth so that it was easily discovered when once directed and

yet not enough to make a perceivable differendedifferencediffer toende the passerbypasser

after

by

arriving at the repository a little exertion in removing the soil
from the edges of the top of the box and a light pry brought the edgdedg4dedge

of the top of the box and a light pry brought to his natural vision its
contents while viewing and contemplatingcontemplatingthis this sacred treasure with

wonder and astonighmentastonighmentsastonishment beholdtbeholdlbeholds the angel of the lord who had previously

visited him again stood in his presence and his soul was again enlightened

as it was the evening before and he was filled with the holy spirit and

the heavens were opened and the glory of the irdlord shone round about and

rested upon him while he thus stood gazing and admiring the angel said

looktlooft and as he thus spakespakes he beheld the prince of danknessdarkness surroundedsurroundsurrouncburrosurrobunro

by

unc

his innumerable train of associatesassociate all this passed before him and

the heavenly messenger saidbaidbald all this is shown the good and the evil

the holy and impure the glory of god and the power of danknessdarkness that

you may know hereafter the two powerspowerss and never be influenced or over-

come bytty that wicked oneoneoonee beholdbeholds whatwhatsoeversoever enticeenticeth and leadeth to good

and to do goodgoods is of god and whatsoever doth not is of that wicked

one it is he that fillethfalleth the hearts of men with evil to walk in

darkness and blaspheme god and you may learn from henceforth that his
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ways are to destruction but the way of holiness is peace and rest
you cannot at this timetine obtain this record for the commandment of god

is strict andifand everif these sacred things are obtainedobta&nedobtaimedp they must be

by prayer and faithfulness in obeying the lord they are not despositeddes

here

posited

for the sake of accumulating gain and wealth for the glory of

this world they were sealed by the prayer of faith and because of the

knowledge which they contain they are of no worth among the children of

men only for their knowledge on themthen is contained the fulnessfalness of the

gospel of jesus christ as it was given to his poepledoeple on this land and

whun it shall be brought forth by the power of god it shall be carried

to the gentiles of whom many will receive it and after will the seed

of israel be brought into the fold of their redeemer by obeying it also

those who kept the commandments of the lord on this land desired this

at his hand and through the prayer of faith obtained the promise that

if their descendants should transgress and fall away that a record

should be kept and in the last days come to their children these

things are sacred and must be kept so for the promise of the lord con-

cerning them must be fulfilled N man can obtain them if hshis heart is

impure because they contain that which is sacredsacredtsacred1sacrestsacredt by them will

the irdlord work a great a marevllous work the wisdom of the wise shall

become as nought and the understanding of the prudent shall be hid and

because the power of god shall be displayed those who professstoprofess knowsto the

truth but walk in deceit shall tremble with anger but with signs and

with wonders with gifts and ithwithaithalth healinghealings with the manifestations of

the power of god and with the holy ghost shall the hearts of the faith-

ful be comforted you have now beheld the power of god manifested and

the power of satana you see that there is nothing desirable in the works
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yakestakes place and all

ethemethen whentoienwoienwolen they are interpretedinterpret the lord will give the holy priesth-

ood to somebone and they shall begin to proclaimproc thisiainliinikin gospel and baptized by

water and after that they shall have power to give the holy ghost by

the laying on of their hands then will persecution rage more and more

for the iniquities of men shall be revealedrevea andleds those who are not built

upon the rock will seek to overthrow the church but it will increase the

more opposedoppose anddp spread farther and farther increasing in knowledge

till they shall be sanctified and receive an ihheritanceheritanceinheritanceih where the

glory of oodgodcodC willod rest upon them andaridarld when this takes

handjhanda

shempthemp

beholdpbeholds

isaisj

loraplordp

schepscmep

walterpwaterp thatpthaap
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of darkness that they cannot bring happiness that those who are over-

come therewith are miserable while on the other hand the righteous

are blessed with a place in the kingdom of god where joy unspeakable

surrounds themthemethenthene there they rest beyond the power of the enemy of truth
where no evil can disturb them the glory of god crowns themthen and they

continually feast upon his goodness and enjoy his smiles behold not-

withstanding you have seen this great dispaly of powerpowe by which you may

ever be able to detect the evil one yet I1 give unto you another sign and

when it comes to pabspass then know that the lord is god and that he will

fulfil his purposespurposesppurpose and that the knowledge which this record contains

will go to every nationnat andloniioni kindredkindre and tonguestongu and people under the

whole heaven this is the sign when these things begin to be known

that is when it known that the lord has shown you these things the

workers of iniquity will seek your overthrow they will circulate false-

hoods to destroy your reputation and also will seek to take your life
but remember this if you are faithfulraithfaithralth andfuisfulpruis shall hereafter continue to

keep the commandments of the lord you shall be preserved to bring these

things forth for in due timetunetine he will give you a commandment to come and

taketak them
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novnownoi go thy uaywayircy rememberingremeraberin hat the lord

has done for theebtheec and be diligentdili ingentzent keeping his commandmentscormliendrient and he

vallvailvali deliver thee from temptationst6niptoations and all the arts and devices of the

wicked one forget not to pray that thy mind may becomebecane strong thatthotthatthotha

when

t
he shallshailshali manifest unto thee thou mayest have power to escape the

evil and obtain these precious things
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things are prepareprepacad thete ten tribes ofol01 isrI1 1s illrillrc brctl n thetlletile

north icouncooncountrtr whither they ha c ocenceen for a long season

11 come to zion ndand untodint them0 thatthe burn fromfron lfaans

egressiongressiongres inslonsion jacob arithsrith the lord but notwithstanding the workerworkerstorker
of inqukityinqmity shallshailshalish seekill yours destructiondestructildestructck ther- ur arnarmadm of the lord will be

extended and you vailkuilkull beb borne off conquerenifyou keep all his comman-

dment

comman-

dments

corniacornim

your

nd

namementnent shalishellshails belour knovnknoon anongamong the nations for the orkwork whichi

thet lordh illwille performperrlo10 bybvbormorna yourv handhands shallshailshali causec theuse rirditeousrighteous to rejoice

andlind the wickedarivri tockedaked ragerace iithvlithlithalith the one it shallsheillshailshali be had in honor andanooano with

jhbthfethb other in reporachporachre yet withlith these it shall be a terror because of

the great and marvellousmarveubousmarcellousmarvnarv workwonkjorkjonkiellous hichvrhichi shallshailshalishcjhc follow the coming foznth of

this fulnessfalness of the gospel

1

e here remark that the above quotation is oanan extract from a

betlerletler writtwrit ben by elder oliver cowderyCowd whicherycryeny wasvasvos published in one of

the numbers of the latteriiltter day saints1sairftst iiessengeridlessenl and advocate fl

although manynanymcanacan more instructions were givenfivenzivensiven bybr the mouth of the

angel to lir smith which we do not kritewrite in this book yet the mostnost

important 4itemsL areru containedcont in1aimedalmed then foregoing relation during tlletiletiitil

period of the four followingfollo yearsvvinf he frequently receivedre-ceived insin u ruction

from the mouthnouth of the heavenlyhea venyvenlyveney messenger and on tietletigt morninemorning ofOJEoiloll the 22nd

of septcmbera SU 1827 the angelenzelanggi of0 the lord delivered the records into
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his hands

these records were engraved on platespiates which had the appearance

of gold each plate was not faryar from seven by eight inches in width

and length being not quite as thick as common tin they were filled
on both sides with engravingengravings in egytpian charactercharacters and bound together

in a volume as the leaves of a book and fastened at one edge with three

rings running through the whole this volume was something near

six inches in thickness a part of which was sealed the characters or

letters upon the unsealed part were smallsaali and beautifully engraved the

whole book exhibited many marks of antiquity in its construction as well

as much skill in the art of engraving with te records was found a cur-

ious instrument called by the ancients the urimarim and thummimthummimpThum whichmimminmimp co-
nsisted of two transparent stones clear as crystalcry setstalp in the two rims

of a bow this was in use in ancient times by persons called seers

it was an instrument by the use of whichtheywhichptheywhich receivedthey revelation of

things distant or ofthingsthingsof past or future 0 0 09 0e
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APFENDIXAPPENDIX D

undated manuscript

this account was found in a journal ledger in the church historianhistoriantshistorians

office

ts

salt lake city the pages had been cut out but were matched

with edge of the journal to prove location this was done in the

presence and with agreement of earl olsen and laufcitzlaublaut petersonitzite of

the churdhchurda historiantshistorianhistorians officets the first page of this ledger identified

frederick G williamwilliams as the scribe and bore the date of 1833 subse-

quent pages in the journal contained copies of letters of oliver cowdery

joseph smithy hyrum smithysmith williamwi W phelps reynolds cahoon jared clarkdarkdank

sidney rigdon and john murdock the earliest letter was dated june 14

1829 the latest august 4 1835

there was not date nor indication of scribe of the account of the

manuscript which follows the information provided in the above state-

ments seem to suggest that this account wasvas written near 1833 since it
is recorded in the first person this would also suggest either that

joseph smith wrote it or he dictated it from handwriting compari-

sons it would appear that the latter supposition is the more likely one

smith

14p
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snclearzunclear wor andelsangels to administer the

letter of the gospel

lunZunclear

nunfunclear worz and the ordinances forthy a

confirmation and reception of the high priesthood after the holy order

of the son of the living god power and ordinance from on high to preach

the gospel in the administrations and demonstrations of the spirit the

key of the kingdom of god conferedconferee upon him and the continuation of the

blessings of god to him eccoetco s e unclear5unclear wordworjigorji 1I7.7 was born in the town

of sharon in the state of vemontvercuontvemmnt north america on the twenty third day

of december AD 1805 of goodly parents who spared no pains to instructing

me in the christian religion at the age of about ten years my father

joseph smith senior moved to palmyra ontario county in the state of new

york and being in indigent circumstances was obliged to labor hard for

the support of a large family having nine children and as it required thethes

exertions of all that were able to render any assistance for the support

of the fgjnilyfgmilyfumily therefore we were deprived of the bennifitbenni offit an education

suffice it to say I1 was mearly instructed in reading and writing and the ground

ground rules of arithmetic which constituted my whole literary acquire

mentsements at about the age of twelve years my mind became seriously imprest

with regard to the all important concerns for the welfare of my immortal

gaveng1ven

thehighshehigh
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A history of joseph smith jre an account of his

marvilousmarcilousmar experiencesvilous and of all the mighty acts which he doethboeth in the
name of jesus christ the son of the living god of whom he bearethbearett record

and also an account of the rise of the church of christ in the ven of

time according as the lord brought forth and established by his hand

firstly he receiving the testimony from on high secondly the ministering

of angels thirdly the reception of unclear wordworl the holy priesth-

ood by the ministeringtheministering of

unclear wor7worjdworxwore hethe law and commandments as they

were given unto himhin 0 unclear
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noneanone&

fxnclear
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soul which led me to searching the scriptures believing as I1 was baughttaught

that they contained the word of god they applying myself to them and my

intimate acquaintance with those of different denominations led me to

marvel exceedingly for I1 discovered that they did not adorn their prof

fessionbession by a holy walk and godly conversation agreeable to what I1 found

contained in that sacred depository this was a grief to my souls thus

from the age twelve years to fifteen I1 pondered many things in my heart

concerning the sittuations of the world of mankind the contentions and divi-

sions the wickedness and and abominations and the darkness which pervaded

the minds of mankind my mind become indedinglyincedinglyinde distresseddingly for I1 beganiebecamebecaniebecane

convicted of my sins and by searching the scriptures I1 found that ma-

nkind did not come unto the lord but that they had apostatised from the

true and living faith and there was no society or denomination that

built upon the gospel of jesus christ as recorded in the new testament

and I1 felt to mean for my own sins and for the sins of the

world for I1 learned in the scriptures thatttetth6t god was the same yesterday

to day and forever that he was no respecter to persons for hefaehaefhe was god

for I1 looked upon the sun the glorious luminary of the earth and also the

moon rolling in their mageskymagesty through the heavens and also thetjiette stars

shining in their courses and the earth also upon which I1 stood and the

beast of the field and the fowls of the heaven and the fish of the waters

and also man walking forth upon the face of the earth in magestymagesky and

in strength of beauty whose power and intiligenceintlllgenceintIli ingence governing the

things which are so exeddingeddingex great and marvilousmarcilousmar evenvilous in the likeness of

him who created them and when I1 considered upon these things my heart

exclaimed well hath the wise man said it is a fool that saith in his

heart therethare is no god my heart exclaimed all all these bear testimony

ca
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and bespeak an omnipotent and omnipreasant power a being who makethmabeth laws

and decreethcreethde and bindethbendeth all things in their bounds who fillethfalleth
eternity who wasliasijas and is and will be from all eternity to eternity and

when I1 considered all these things and that that being seekethseebeth such to

worship him as worship himhin in spirit and untruthintruth therefore I1 ciredaired unto

the lord for mercy for there was none else to whom I1 could go and to

obtain mercy and the lord hear my cry in the wilderness and while in the

attitude of calling upon the lord in the 16th year of my age a pillar

of light above the brightness of the sun at noon day come down from above

and rested upon me and I1 was filled with the spirit of god and the lord

opened the heavens upon me and I1 saw the lord and he spake unto me say-
i

ing joseph my son thy sins are forgiven thee go thy way walk in my

0 potent nd

i

SIstatutes and keep my commandments behold I1 am the lord of glory I1 was

crucifycrucified for the world that all those who believe on my name may have

eternal life behold he wontwon1wona lieth in sin at this time and none doethboeth

good no not one they have turned aside from the gospel and keep not my

commendmentscomnendmentscommandmentscommend theyments draw near to me with their lips while their hearts are

far from me and mine agger is kindling against the inhabitants of the

earth to visit them acordingaccording to their ungoldlinessungoodlinessungolungoldangol andness to bring to pass

that which hathtbeen spoken by the mouth of the prophets and apostles

behold and lo10 I1 come quickly as it was written of me in the cloud clothed

in the glory of my father and my souls was filled with love and for many

days I1 could rejoice with great joy and the lord was with me but could

find none that would believe the heavenly vision nevertheless I1 pondered

these things in myrv heart but after many days I1 fell into transgression

and sinned in many things keichblichkelch brought gouidwouadwouid upon my soul and there

were many things which transpired that cannot be voitenvjritenvwiten and my fathers
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family have suffered many persecutions and afflictions and it camecainecane to
pass when I1 was seventeen years of age I1 called againalain upon the lord and

he showed unto me a heavenly vision for behold an angel of the lord came

and stood before me and it was by night and he called me by name and

he the lrd had forgivenforgivedforg meived my sins and he revealed unto that in

the town of manchester ontaior county Nno Yye there was plates of gold

upon which there was engravings which was engraved by moroni and his father

the servant of the living god in ancient days and deposited by the com-

mandments of god and kept by the power thereof and that I1 should go and

get them and he revealed unto many things concerning the inhabitants

of the earth which since have been revealed in comandmentscommandmentscomand andments revila

lions and it was on the 22 day of step AD 1822 and thus he appeared unto

me three times in one night and once on the nextnezu day and then I1 immdiatjuoabbdiate

ly went to the place and found where the plates was deposited as the

angel of the lord had commanded me and straightway made three attemptsatfetoptsatt6mpts

to get them and thus being exceedingly frightened I1 supposed it had been

a dream of vision but when I1 coheideredcofasidered I1 knew that it was not there-

fore I1 cried unto the lord in the agony of myrayinylap souls why can I1 not obtain

them behold the the angel appeared unto me again and said unto me you

have not kept the commandments of the lord which I1 gave unto you therefore

you cannot now obtain them for the time is not yet fulfilled therefore

thous wasu left unto temptation that thous mightestlightestmight beest made acquainted

with the power of the adversary therefore repent and call on the lord thou

shalt be forgiven and in his own due time thou shaltshallshailshait bbtainbatain them for

now I1 had been tempted of the advisaryadvisoryadvis andary sought the plates to obtain

riches and kpptappt not the commandment that I1 should have an eye singled

to the glory of god therefore I1 was chastened and sought diligently to
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obtain the plates and obtained them not until I1 was twtytwaaty one years of

age and in this year I1 was married to enmaemmarumaruna hale daughter of isaach hale

who lived in harmony susquehanasusquehanna county pennsylvania on the 118theuh january

AD 1827 on the 22nd day of sept of this same year I1 obtained the

plates and in december following we moved to susquehanasusquehanna by the assistance

of a man by the name of martin harris who became convinced of the vision

and gave me fifty dollars to bear expensesmyeexpensesmye and because of this faith

and this ndlghteousrrighteous deed the lord appeared untouoitou0toulto him in a vision and

showed unto himhin his marvelous work which he was about to do and immediately

came to susquehanna and saidsald the lord had shown him that he must go to

new york city with somesone of the characters so we proceidedproceeded to copy some

of them and he took his journey to the eastern city and to the learned

saying read this I1 pray thee and the learnedearned said I1 cannot but if he would

bring the plates they would read it but the lord had forbidorbid it and he

returned to me and gave them to me to translate and I1 said I1 cannot for

I1 am not learned but the lord had prepared spectacles for to read the

book therefore I1 commenced translating the characters andlandtand thus the

prophcyprophecy of isiah was fulfilled which is writenbriten in the 29 chapter conerncobern

ing the book and it came to pass that after we had translated 116

pages that he desired to carry them to read to his friends that peradventure

he might convince them of the truth therefore I1 inquired of the lord and

the lord unto me that he must not take them and I1 spake unto him

martin the word of the lord and he said inquire again and I1 inquired

again and also the third time and the lord said unto me let him go with

them only he shall covenants with me that ht will not show them to only

but four persons and he covenants with the lord that he would ac-

cording to the word of the lord therefore he took them and todchisto&histoschis
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journey unto his friend to palmrapalera wayne county and state of new york

and he brake the covenant which he made before the lord and the lord

suffered the writings to fall into the hands of wicked men and martin

was chastened for my transgression for asking the lord the third timetune

wherefore the plates was taken from me by the power of god and iwas not

able to obtain themthen for a season and it came to masvpasvpaswbasw arterafter much humility

and affliction of soul I1 obtained them again when lordurd appeared unto a

young man by the name of oliver cowdry and showed unto him the platesplateapiates a

visionvisio and also the truth of the work and what the lord was aboutabouttayoutt t 0 do

through me his unworthy servant therefore he was desirous to comeconecane and

write for me to translate now my wife had written some for me to trans-

late and also my brother samuel H smith but we had become reduced in

property and my wives father was about to turn me out of doors I1 had

not whereto go and I1 cried unto the lord and he would provide for me

to accomplish the work where unto he had commanded me
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APPENDIXAPPMIX E

wentworth letter
according to joseph smith mr hohn wentworth editor and proprietor

of the chicago democratdemocrats requested him to write a summary history of the

risenise progresspro persecutiongreaso and faith of the latterdaylatter saintsday mr went-

worth was to furnish a mr bastow his friend with a copy of this summary

to be used in a history of newnw hampshire which mr bastow was to publish

joseph smithssmaltStait summaryls to mr wgntworbh has become known in church history

as the wentworthwentVent letterworth it is dated march 1 1842 although there is indi-

cation that id did not comecone off the press until march 2 1842 the went-

worth letter was first published in church literature in number 9 of volume

111IIIili of the times and seasons march 1 1842 sometime the same year I1 daniel

rupp of lanchester pennsylvania gathered information together and compiled

annan original history of the religious denominations at present existing in3

the

n

united states t he published this in 1844 and used the information con-

tained in the V ntworthntworfchantworth letter which he receivedredeivedrede fromived joseph smith joseph
e

smith was thritychrity seven years old when he wrote this brief history only

the part of the W ntworthantworth letter that relates directly to this thesis is

presented here
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factionsfections considering that all could not be right and that god could not

be the author of so much confusion I1 determined to investigate the sub-

ject more fully believing that if godsod had a church it would not be

split up into factionsfaction and that if he taught one society to worship

one way and administer in one set of ordinances he would not teach

another principles which were diametrically opposed believing the

word of god I1 had confidence in the declaration of james if any man

lack wisdom let him ask of god who giveth to allaliail men liberally and up

braidethaidethbraidechbr not and it shall be given him11 I1 retired to a secret place in

a grove and began to call upon the lord while fervently engaged in su-
pplication my mind was taken away from the objects with which I1 was sur-

rounded wtttt I1 was enwrapped in a heavenly vision and saw two glorious

personages who exactly resembled each other in featuresfea andturess likeness

surrounded with a brilliant light which eclipsed the sun at noondaynoon dayedaydayo

they told me that all religious denominations were believing in incorincoreftincOancor

hectpect doctrinesdoc andtriness that none of them was acknowledged of god as his

church and kingdom and I1 was expressly commanded to go not after themthen

sharonpsharone

ad6d me to one planplanspian and another to another

each one pointing to his own particular creed as t he summumsumdum bonum of per-

fections
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1I was born in the town of sharon windsor county vermontvermontevermontoVerven onmonto

the 23d of december A D 1805 when ten years old my parents removed to

palaypalmypalmypalaypaian new york where we resided bbottbbouthbout four years and fromfron thence

we removed to the town of manchester

my father was a farmer and taught me the art of husbandry whentoienwoienwolen

about fourteen years of age I1 began to reelectrehectrellect upon the impartanceimportance of

being prepared for a future statestates and upon enquiring the plan of salva-

tion I1 roundfound that there was a great clash in religious sentiment if I1
went to one society they refercdrefercd
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at the samesaine timetine receiving a promise that the fulnessfalness of the gospel should

at somesone future time be made known unto me

on the evening of the 21st of stepemberstepemberpSte JLAspemberpenber Ddo 1823 while I1
was praying unto god and endeavoring to exercise faith in the precious

promises of scripturescrip ontuneotureo a sudden a light like that of day only of a

far purer and more glorious appearance and brightness burst into the

roomi indeed the first sight was as though the house was filled with

consumingcom firesuming the appearance produced a shock that affected khethe whole

body in a moment a personage sbodsthodethod before me surrounded with a glory

yet greater than that with whidhwhich I1 was already surrounded this messen-

ger proclaimed himself to be an angel of god sent to bring the joyful

tidingstiding that the covenant which gbdsbdgabd made with ancient israel was at

hand to be fulfilledfulfill that the preparatory workwonk for the second coming of

the messiah was speedily to cmmmencecxxnmencecommence that the time was at hand for the

gospel in all its fulnessfalness to be preached in power unto all nations that

a people might be prepared eortorfor the millennial reign

I1 was infomedinfonnedinformedinfo thatnned I1 was chosen to be an instrument in the

hands of god to bring about some of his purposes in this glorious dis-

pensation

I1 was also informed concerning the aboriginal inhabitants of this

contrycontr7pcantry and shown who they were and from whence they came a brief

sketch of their origin progress civilizaation laws governments of

their righteousness and iniquity and the blessings of god being finally

withdrawn from them as a people was made known unto me I1 was also told

where there was deposited some plates on which were engravengravenengraveden an abridg-

ment of the records of the ancient prophets that had existed on this

continent the angel appeared to be three t timesjunesjinesiinestines the same night and
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unfolded the samesaine things after having receivedrede manyived visits fromfran

hethe angels of god unfolding the majesty and glory of the events that
should transpire in the last days on the morning of the 22d of september

addAJDaadaabda 182718270 the angel of the lord delivered the records into my hands

these records were engravengravenengraveden on plates which had the appearance

of goldgolds each plate was six inches widewise and eight inches long and not

quite so thick as common thin they were filled with engravings in

egyptian characters and bound together in a volume as the leaves of a

book with three rings running through the whole the volume was som-

ething near six inches in thickneswthickness a part of which was ealedbaled the

characters on the unsealed part were smailsmall and beautifully engraved

the whole book exhibited many marks of antiquity in its construction

and much skill in the art of engraving ith the records was found a

curious instrument which the ancients called urimuriinurlintriin and thummimpnthummim11 which

consisted of two transparent stones set in the rim of a bow fastened

to a greatplatebreatplatebreastplategreat

through

plate

the medium of the urimarim and thummim I1 translated the record

by the gift and power of god

in this important and interesting book the history of ancient

america is unfolded from its first settlements by a colony that camecaine from

the tower of babal at the confusion of languages to the beginning of

the fifth century of the christian era wetie are informed by these records

that america in ancient times has been inhabited by two distinct races

of people the first were called jareditesJared andites came directly from the

tower of babel the second race came directly fromfron tigetjie city of jerusal-

em about six hundred years before christ they were principallprincipallyprincipaleprinciprincl

israelitesIsraelit
pallpailpali

of the descendants of josephejosephjosepho the jareditesJared wereites destroyed
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about the time that the israelites came from jersualemjersualemp who succeeded

them in the inheritance of the country the principal nation of the

sedondredond race fell in battle towards the close of the fourth century the

remnant are the indians that now inhabit this country this book also

tells us that our savior made his appearance upon this continent after
his resurrectionresurrections that he planted the gospel here in all its falnessfulnessfulnesssfulfui andness

richness and power and blessing that they had apostlesapost prophetslesp pastors

teachers and evangelists the same order the same priesthood the same

ordinancesordinance gifts powerspowerss and blessingblessings as was enjoyed on the eastern

continentcontinents that the people were cut off in consequence of their trans-

gressions that the last of their prophets who existed among them was

commanded to write an abridgement of their jiropheciesropheciess history &cac and

to hide it up in the earth and that it should camecome forth and be united

with the bible for the accomplishment of the purposes of god in the last

days for a more particular account I1 would refer to the book of mormon

which can be purchased at nauvoo or from any of our traveling elders

As soon as the news of this discovery was made known false

reportreports misrepresentation and slavitterslaitterslasia flewitter as on the wings of the wind

in every direction the house was frequently beset by mobs and evil

designing personsperson several times I1 was shot at and very narrowly escaped

and every device maswasmesmeb made use of to get the plates away from me but the

power and bkasiingh2asiing of god attended me and several began to believe my

testmionytestimonyotesti
on

monyemonyo

the 6thath of aprilaprils 130loo100 the church of jesus christ of latter

day saints was first organized in the town of manchesterManches ontarioterp

county state of new yorkeyorkyorks
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APPENDIXAPPEMIX F

oliver cowderysCow accountderys

oliver cowdery had the distinction of being the first to publish

in any medium the story of moronis appearance oliver was probably more

intimately acquainted with the prophet than any of his associatesassociate he

spent day after day with joseph when he was translating he beccimebecajnebecrime the

second elder of the churchy an anassistantassistant president and was with joseph when

many heavenly visitors cainecamecane including the angel moroni

oliver cowdery wrote eight letters to W W phelps primarily

they concerned the angel moroni and the book of mormon these were orig-

inally published in the messenger and advocate beginning in october 1834134

the portions of these letters which are pertinent to this btudeyi3tudey are here-

with included one of the greatest contributions of these letters is that

oliver gives additional scripture quoted by moroni that does not appear

in any other writings this follows as part of this appendix As an intro-

duction to his letters oliver states

that our narrative may be correctcorrects and particularly the introduction
it is proper to inform our patrons that our brotherbro josephtherp smithstaith
junjuipjunp has offered to assist us indeed there aeareabe many items conocone
nectednecked with the fore part of this subject that render Ushishib labor in-
dispensable with his labor and with authentic documents now in
our possessionposess3 weonpgnp hope to render this a pleasing and agreeable nar-
rative j

joseph smith sent a letter to oliver cowdery in which he wrote

that he was acquainted with his project of writing this history and

messengerlmessenger and advocateAdvocat october 1834 ppo 13139
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suppliedsupplsuppi himiedled with some details

2lbid2ibidbibid november 6 1834

2
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lerianterianterlan and baptist

churches mr lanelene manner of communication was peculiarly calculated to

awaken the intellect of the hearer and arouse the sinnersimersimen to look about him

for safety

ohsths jrj

thaapthatp

banelslanels

otherpothera

ad6d in this paper I1 shalishallshail therefore pass over that

till I1 come to the seventeenth year of his life

it is necessary to premise this account by relating the situation

of the public mind relative to religion at this timetimes one mr lane a

presiding elder of the methodist churchy visited palmyra and vicinity

140

LETTER III111ili
in part

NESSENGERMESSENGER AND ADVOCATEADVOUTE

december 1834

you will recollect that I1 informed youyoupyous in my letter published in

the first number of the messenger and advocateAdvocat in this history would

necessarily embrace the life and character of our esteemed friend and

brotherbrothers joseph smithy jr one of the presidents of this churchchurchy and for

information on that part of the subject I1 refer you to his communication

of the samesane publishedpublish

elder lane was a talented man possessing a good share of literary endow-

ments and apparent humility there was a great awkkeningpawldeening or excitement

raised on the subject of religion and much inquiry for the world of life

large additions were made to the methodist preslerianprePrespreb erianerlan

much good instruction was always drawn from his discourses on

the scripture and in common with other our brothers mind became

awakened 9
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MESSENGERNESSIM ANDIGER ADVOCATE

february 1835

you will recollect that I1 mentioned the timetlmetimealme of a religious excite-

ment in palmyna and vicinity to have been to the 15th year of our brother

J smiths jr age that was an error in the type it should have been in

the 17th1thithath you will please remember this correction as it will be neces-

sary for the fullfuli understanding of what will followfollowirfollowerfollo inwllwir time this would

bring the date down to the year 1823

I1 do not deem it to be necessary to write further on the subject of

this excitement it is doubted by many whether any real or essential good

ever resulted from such excitementsexcite whilements others advocate their pro-

priety with warmth

the mind is easily called up to reflectionref&edtionrefledtionrefl uponedtion a matter of such

deep importance and it is just that it should be but there is a regret

occupying the heart when we consider the deep anxiety of thousandthousands who are

lead away with a laihvaih ginationimaginationgunation or a groundless hope no better than the

idle wind or the spiders web

but if others were not benefited our brother was urged forward and

sterngthenedstemgthened in the detbrminationdetterminationterminationdeterminationdet to know for himself of the certainty and

reglityre&iityrealityreg oflity pure and holy religion and it is only necessary for me

to say that while this excitementexcitemeht continuedcontinue he continued to call upon

the lord in secret for a fullfuli manifestation of divine approbation and for

to him the all important informationinform ifationo a supreme being did exist to

have an assurance that h was accepted of him this most assuredly was

correct it was right the lrd has saldsaid long since and his word re-

mains steadfast that to him who knocks it shallshalishalshailshai be opened and whosoever

will may come and partake of the waters of ilfe freely
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on the evening of the 21st of september 1823 previous to retiring to rest
our brothers mind was unusually wrought up on the subject which had so

long agitated his mind his heart was drawn out in fervent prayer and his
whole soul was so lost to every things of a temporal natucemnatuvem that earth to
him had lost its charms and allaliail he desired was to be prepared in heart to
commune with some kind messengernesimesi whosenger could communicate to him the desired in-
formation of his acceptance with god

at length the family retiredretire and he as usual bent his waywayskay though

in silencesilences where others might have rested their weary frames lockednlockedblocked fast in

sleepssleepy ebraceebrace11ebbace but repost had fled and accustomed slumber had spread

her refreshing hand over others beside him he continued still to pray

his heart though once hard and obdurate was softened and that mind which

had often flittedflirtedflit liketed the wildnwildunwild bird of passapassage had settled upon a de-

termined basis not to be decoyed or drivendelven from its purpose

in his situation hours passed unnumbered how many or few I1
know not neither is he able to inform me but supposes it must have been

eleven or twelve and perhaps later as the noise and bustle of the family

in retiring had long since ceased while continuing intn prayer for a man-

ifestation in some way that his sins were forgiven endeavoring to exercise

faith imA the scripturesscripture on a sudden a light like that of daydays only of a

purer and far more glorious appearance and brightness burst into the roomroon

indeed to use his own descriptiondescriptions the first sight was as though the

appearance of a light so bright as must naturally be expected occasioned

a shock or sensation visible to the extremities of the body it was how-

ever followed with a calmness and serenity of mind and an overwhelming

rapture of joy that surpassed understandingunderstandings and in a moment a personage

stood before himhimehinhine

notwithstanding the room was previously filled with lihgt above the

earths
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sojsop

hablehabie

clayclays who is capable to do this work to be sure the lord appeared to his

apostles after his resurrection and we do not learn as they were in the

least difficultdifficulted to look upon him but from johns scriptiong&scriptiongiscriptiongi upohspoh patmos

we learn that he is there represented as most glorious in appearance and

from other items in the sacred scritpures we have the fact recorded where

angels appeared and conversed with mennen and there was no difficulty on the

part of the individualindividuals to endure their presence and others where their

glory was so conspicuous that they could not endure the last description

or appearance is the one to whidhwhich I1 referreyer when I1 say it is noe easy

task to describe their glory

heartphearte
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heartphearte

loraplordp
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brightness of the sun as I1 have before described yet there seemed to be an

additional glory surrounding or accompanying this personage which shone with

an increased degree of brilliancybrillian ofcyp which he was in the midst and though

his countenance was as lightning yet it was of a pleasing innocent and

glorious appearanceappear soanceo much so that every fear was banished from the heart
and nothing but calmness pervaded the soul

it is no easy task to describe the appearance of a messenger from

the skies indeed I1 doubt there biking an individual clothed with perishable

but it may be well to relate the particulars as far as given the

stature of this personage was a little above the common sizeslae of men in this

age his garment was perfectly whitewhitepwhlter and had the appearance of being with-

out seameseamseanseane

though fear was banished from his heart yet his surprise was no

less when he heard him declare himself to be a messenger sent by command-

ment of the lord to deliver a special messeagepmesseagemessuagemesnes andseage to witwitnessnaessfaesshaess to him that

his sins were forgiven and that his prayers were heard and that the

scriptures might be fulfilledfulfill which say god has chosen the foolish

things of the world to confoundconfoun the things which are mighty and base
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thisifthisinthis cannot be brought about until first certain preparatory things

are accomplished for so has the lord pmaposed in his own mind he has

therefore chosen you as an instrument in his hand to bring to light that

which shall perform his act his strange act and bring to pass a marvelous

work and a wonderwondero wherever the soun hallAhallghail go it shall cause the ears of

men to tingle and wherever ihit shailshallshali be procliamedprocliamedj the pure in heart shallshalishail

rejoice whilewllie those who draw near to god with their mouths and honor him

with their lips while their hearts are far from himhin will seek its over-

throw and the destruction of those by whose hands it is carried there-

fore marvel not if your name is made a derision and had as a bywordbyly

among

word

such if you are the instrument in bringing it by the gift of god

to the knowledge of the peoplepeoples

he then proceeded and gave a general account of the promises made

to the fatherfathersrathersrather andsp also gave a history of the aborigines of this country

and said they were literal descendants of ofabrahamabrahamabrahan he represented them

as once being an enlightened and intelligent people possessing a correct

knowledge of the gospel and the plan of restoration and redemption he

said this history was written and deposited not far from that place and

144

things of the world and things which are despised has god chosen yea and

things which are not to bring to nought things which a re that no flesh
should glory in his presence therefore says the lord I1 will proceed to
do a marevlousmarev worklous among this people even a marvelous work and wonder

the siwdomsiwidomwiwdom of their wise shall perish and the understanding of their prudent

shall be hid for according to his covenant which he made with his ancient

saints his people the house of israel must come to a knowledge of the

gospel and own that messiah whom their fathers rejected and with them the

fulnessfulnesfalnessbulnes of the G ntilesantiles e gathered in to rejoice in one folduunder one

shepherd
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that it was our brothers privilege if obedient to the commandments of

the lord to obtain and translate the samesainesane by the means of the urimarim and

thummimThum whichmim were deposited for that purpose with the redordbedord

yes said he the scripture must be fulfilled before it is trans-

lated which says that the words of a book which were sealed were pre-

sented to the learned for thus has god determined to leave men without

excuse and show to the meek that his almaimarmaln is not shortened that it cannot

save

A part of the book was sealed and was not to be opened yet the

sealed part said he contains the same revelation which was given to

john upon the isble of patmos and when the people of the lord are prepared

and found worthy then it will be unfolded unto thenthemthan

on the subject of bringing to light the unsealed part of this

record it may be proper to say that our brother was expressly informed

that it musumust be done with an eye single to the glory of god if this con-

sideration did not wholly characterize allaliail hshishns proceedings in relation to

it the adversary of truth would overcome him or at least prevent his

making that proficiency in this glorious work which he otherwise would

while describing the place where the record was depositeddeposit he

gave a minute relation of it and the vision of his mindnind baing opened

at the same time he was permitted to view it cri ttically and previously

being acquainted with the place he was able to follow the direction of

the vision afterward according to the voice of the angelparigelangela and obtain

the book

I1 close for the present by subscribing myself as ever your brother

in christ
OLIVER COWDERY
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letter VI

in parti
MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE

apriapril 1835

I1 gave in my last a few words on the subject of a few items as

spoken by the angel at the time the knowledge of the record of the

nephitesNep washites communicated to our brotherbro andtherp in consequence of the

subject of the gospel and that of the gathering of israels being so con-

nected I1 found it difficult to speak of the one without mentioning the

other and this may not be improperJm asproper it is evident that the lord has

decreed to bring forth the fulnessfalness of the gospel in the last days previous

to gathering jacob but a preparatory workwonk and the others is to follow in

quick succession

this being of so much importance and of so deep interest to the

saintsaints I1 have thought best to give a farther detail of the heavenly mes-

sage and if I1 do not give it in the precise words shall strictly confine

myself to the facts in substance

david saidsald Ps C make a joyful noise unto the lord all ye

lands that is all the earth serve the lord with gladness come before

his presence with singing this he said in view of the glorious period

for which he often prayed and was anxious to behold which he knew could

not take place until the knowledge of the glory of god covered all lands

or all the earth again he says Psise of1 0 give thanks unto the lord

for he is good for his mercy endurethdurethen forever let the redeemed of

the lolhdlotdflotd say so whom he has redeemed from the hand of the enemy and
0

gathered out of the lands from the east and from the west from the

north and from the south they wandered in the wilderness in a solitary
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way they found no city to dwell in ht6gryhttogry and thirstythirs theirtyO souls

fainted in them then they cried unto the lord in their trouble and he

delivered them in the right wayvray that they might go t 0 the city of habita-

tion

most clearly was it shown to the prophetprophe that the righteous should

be gathered from all the earth he knew that the children of israel were

led from eigyptfgypts by the right hand of the lord and permitted to possess

the land of canaan though they were rebellious in the desert but he far-

ther knew that they were not gathered fromfronyron the east the west the north

and the south at that time for it was clearly mentioned that the lord

himself would prepare a habitation even as he saldsaid when he would lead

them to a city of refuge in that david saw a promise for the righteousrighte

jqeejaeefseeibeeiseeasee

ouss

144 pstps7psj when they should be delivered from those who oppressed

them and from the hand of strange children or the enemies of the lord

that their sons should be likeilke plants grown up in their youth and their

daughters likeilke cormercozmer

praise ye the lord

isaiah who was on the earth at the timetune the tentribes of israel

were led away captive from the land of canaan was show not only their

calamity and affliction but the time when they were to be delivered

after reproving them for their corruption and blindness he prophesies of

their dispersion he says your country is desolate your cities are

burnt with fire your land strangers devour it in your presenpresence

to
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ten tribes
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stones polished after the similitude of a beautiful

palace it is then that the sons and daughters shall prophesy old men

dream dreams and young men see visions at that time the garners of the

righteous will be fullfuli affording all manner of store it was while conte-

mplating this time and viewing this happy state of the righteous that he

further says the lord shall reign forever even thy god 0 zionziony unto

all generations

tj



I1 will keep mischiefsmis uponchiefs them they shall be afflicted with hunger and

devoured with burning heat and with bitter destruction I1 will also send

the teeth of beasts upon them with the poison of the earth

tejteP

edpedy also the

saying of david and he led thanthemthen forth by the right way that they might

go to a city of habitation

isaiah continues his prophecy concerning israel and tells them

what would be done for them in the last days for thus it is written

the word that isaiah the son of amos saw concerning judah and jersualemjersualeme

and it shall comeconecane to pass in the last days that mountain of the loisloaslordsloab
house shall be established in the top of the mountains and shall be

exalted above the hills

desolatepdesolated

shempthemp
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is thus made desolatedesola being overthrown by strangers he further says

while speaking of the iniquity of that people thy princes are rebellious
and companions of thieves every one loves gifts and follows after re-

wards they judge not the fatherless neither does the cause of the

widow come unto them therefore says the lord of hosts the mighty one

of israel ah I1 will easaaseasueb me of my adversaries and avenge me of my ene-

mies but after the calamity has befallen israel and the lord has poured

upon them his afflicting judgementsjudge asments he said by the mouth of moses

he will also

fulfill this further prediction uttered by the mouth of isaiah I1 willwin

turn my hand upon thee and purely purge away thy dross and take away

counselors as at the beginning afterward you shall be called the city

of righteousness the faithful city then will be fulfilledfulfill

and all nations shall flow unto it and many

people shall go up to the mountain of the lord to the house of the god of

jacob and he will teach us of his ways and we will ualkwaukwalk in his paths for

out of zion shall go forth the law and the word of the lord from jerusalem

and he shall judge among the nationsnation and shall rebuke many people and they

shall beat their swords into plough shares and their spears antointo pruning
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hooks nations shall not lift up the sword against nation neither shall
they learn war any more and the lord will create bveryfevery dwellingdue

place

ng

of his people in zion and upon their assemblies a cloud and smoke

by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night for upon all the glory

shall be a covering and a defense and there shall be a tabernacle for a

shadow in the daytimeday fromtime the heat and for a place of refuge and for
a convert from storm and from rain and his people shall dwell safely

they shall possess the land foreverforeyore evenverjverp the land which was promised to

their fathersforfathers anfor everlasting inheritance for behold says the lord

by the mouth of the prophet the day will comecone that I1 will sow the house

of israel with the seed of man and with the seed of beast and it shall

come to pass that likeilke as I1 have watched over themthen to pluck upupp and to

break down and to destroy and to afflict so will I1 watch over them to
s

build and to plant says the lord

for this happy situation and blessed state of israel did the pro-

phets look and obtained a promise fiatflattinttbatp though the house of israel and

judah should violate the covenant the lord in the last days would

make with them a new one not according to the one which he made with their

fathers in the day that he took them by the hand to lead them out of the

land of egypt which said the lord my covenant they broke although I1 was

a husband and a father unto them but this shall be the covenant that I1

will make kithfaithtith the houseof israel after those days says the lord I1

will put my law in their inward parts and I1 will be their god and they

shall be my people

for thus says the lord I1 will bring again the captivity of

jacobs tents and have mercy on his dwelling places and the city shall

be builded upon her own heapheappheape and the palace shall remain after the manner

thereof and out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them

that make merry and I1 will multiply them and thaythqytheythep shall not be few

11

e

looky

0

1 1

falth

avery

9.9

9.9

9.9



I1

ianlan seap

tileptimep

northpnortha

150

I1 will also glorify them and they shall not be smallqallesnallsnailballe their children also

shall be as aforetime and their congregation shall be established before

me and I1 will punish all that oppress them their nobles shall be of

themselvesthemsel and their governor shall proceed from the midst of them

at the same time says the lord will I1 be the god of all the

families of israel and they shall be my people I1 will bring them from

the north country and gather them from the coasts of the earth I1 will
say to the north give up and to the south keep not back bring my sons

from far and my daughters from the ends of the earth and in those

and at that time says the lord though israel and judah have been driven

and scatterscattered they shall come togethertoge theytherp shall even come weeping for

with supplications will I1 lead them they shall go and seek the lord their
god they shall ask the way to zion with their faces thitherwardthit andherwardt

say come and let us join ourselves to the lord in a perpetual covenant

that shall not be forgotten and watchmenwkbchmenw&tchmen upon mount ephraimephrain shall say

arise and let us go up to zion unto the holy mount of the lord our god

for he will teach us of his waysnays and instruct us to walk in his paths

that they way for this to be fully accomplished may be preparedprepare thedp lord

will utterly destroy the tongue of the egyptian sea and with his mighty

wind shake his hand over the river and smite it in its seven streamsstreamstrean

and make men go over dryshodshodoshode and there shall be a bmft1tefont1hthmsnanthfcgbyfotntlhhctttbant

of his people which shall be left from assyria likeilke as it was to israel

when they came up out of the land of by9pteiygpt

and thus shallshalshalishailshat israel comeconecane not a dark conner of the earth shall

remain unexploredune norxplored an island of the seas be left without being visited

for as the lord has removed them into all corners of the earth he will

cause his mercy to be as abundantly manifested in their gathering as

his wrath in their dispersion until they are gathered according to
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the covenant he will as he said by the prophet send for many fishers
and they shall fish them and after send for many hunters who shall
hunt them not as their enemies have to afflict but with gladtigngsffladtidings

of great joy with a message of peace and a call foryor their return

and it will come to pass that though the house of israel has for-
saken the lord and bowed down and worship other gods which were gods

and been cast out before the face of the world they will know the voice

of the shepherd when he calls upon them this tite for soon his people

will be willing to hearken to his counsel and even now are they already

beginning to be stirred up in their hearts to search for these things and

are daily reading the ancient prophets and are marking the times and sea-

sons of their fulfilmentfulfillment thus god is preparing the way for their re-

turn

but it is necessary that you should understand that what is to

be fulfilled in the last days is not only for the benefit of israel but

the ggntilesgntilespgentiles if they will repent and embrace the gospel for they are to

be remembered also in the samesainesane covenant and are to be fellow heirs with

the seed of abrahamAbra inasmuchhamp as they are so by faith

rejoice

0 ye nations with his people

in consequence of the transgression of the jews at the coming of

the lordlor the gentiles were called into the kingdomkingdo and for the obedience

are to e favored with the gospel in its fulnessfalness first in the last days

for it is written the first shall be last and the last first there-

fore wheenwhejn theahe fulnessfalness of the gospel as was preached by the righteous

upon this land shall come forth it shall be declared to the gentiles

first and whoso will repent whallahallshall be delivereddeliverdellver for they shall understand

the plan of salvation and restoration of israel as the lord manifested
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to the ancients they shall be baptized with water and with the spirit
they shall lift up their hearts with joy and gladness for the time of

their redemption shall also roll on and for their obedience to the

faith they shall see the house of jacob come with great glory even with

songs of everlasting joy and with him partake of salvation

therefore as the time draws near when the sun is to be dakkendarkened

the moon turn to blood and the stars fall from heaven the lord will

bring the knokledgeknoiiuledgeknok ofledge his people his commandments and statutes that
they may be prepared to stand when the earth reel to and fro as a

drunken man earthquakes cause the nations to tremble and the destroying

angel goes forth to waste the inhabitants at noondaynoon forday so great are to
be the calamities which are to come upon the inhabitants of the earth

before the comingcoining of niejten of man iaeasecadiitiijttjtetwfaador&baiid shall

prepared cannot abide but suck as are found faithful and remain shall

be gathered with his people and caught up to meet the lord in the cloud

and so shall they inherit eternal lifelifeeilfe
1 have now given you a rehearsal of what was communicated to our

brother when he was directed to go andacid obtain the record of the ne

phitesphiles I1 may have missed in arrangement in some instanceinstances but the

principle is preservedpreserve anddP you will be able to bring forward abundance

of corrobratirtcorrobratinjt scripture aponppon the subjedtsubject of the gospel and of the

gathering atouptou are aware of the fact ptetvto give a minute rehearsal
11L l1la111

of a lengthy interview with a heavenly messenger is very difficult unless

one is assisted immediately methmithmath the gift of inspiration there is another

item I1 wish to notice on the subject of visions the spirit you know

searches all things even the deep things of god wienwhenmienuhen god manifests

to his servants those things that are to canecone or those which have been

he does it by unfolding them by the power of that spirit which comprehends
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allhings always and so much may be shown and madenade perfectly plain
to the understanding in a short time that to the world who are occupied

all their life to learnigfnigan littlepljttle look at the relation of it and are
disposed to call it false you will understand then by this that while

those glorious things were being rehearsed the vision was also opened

so that our brother was permitted to see and understand much more full
and perfect than I1 am able to communicate in meritingteritingwitingowitinkoweriteriwerl I1ting know much may

he conveyed to the understanding in writing and many marvellousmarcellousmarv truthsellous

set forth with the pen but after all it is but a shadow compared to an

open vision of seaimg hearing and realizing ernaleternal things and if the

facts were known it would be found that of all the heavenly communic-

ations to the ancients we havebave no more in comparison than the alphabet to

a quarto vocabulary it is saidsaldsaida and I1 believe the account that the

lord showed the brother of jared ioriancume slls thingsll which were to

transpire from that day to the end of the earth as wellweilweli as those which

had taken place I1 believe that moses was permitted to see the same as

the lord caused them to pass in vision before himhin as he stood upon the

mount I1 believe that the lord jesus told many things to his apostles

which are not written and after his ascension unfolded all things unto

them I1 believe that nephi the son of lehilehl whom the lord brought out

of jerusalem saw the same I1 believe that the twelve upon this continent

whom the lord chose to preach this gospel when he came down to manifest

to this branch of the house of israel that he had other sheep who

should hear his voice were also permitted to behold the same mighty

things transpire in vision before their eyes and I1 believe that the angel

moroni whose words I1 have been rehearsing who communicated the knowledge

of the record of the nephitesNep inhites this ages saw alsoaiso before he hid up

the same unto the lord great and marvellousmarcellousmarv thingsellous which were to transpire
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when the samesane should come forth and I1 also believe that god willvillmiilmili give

line u0onuponubon line precept apanapdnxqadn precept to his saints untlwrbilantl all these

things will be unfolded th themthenthens and they finally sanctified and brought

into the celestial glory where tears will be wiped fromfron all faces and

sighing and sorrowing flee away

letter VII

in part

MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE

july 1835

you will remember that in my last I1 brought my subject down to the

eveningeveraeverm orig night of the 21st of september 1823 and gave an outline of the

conversation of the angel upon the important fact of the blessings pro-

mises

9

and covenants to israel and the great manifestations of favor to

the world in the ushering in of the fulnessfalness of the gospel to prepare

the way for the second advent of the messiahMessi when he comes in the glory

of the fatehr with the holy angels

A remarkable fact is to be noticed withvith regard to this vision

in ancient time the lord warned somesane of his servants in dreams for

instance josephjosephpjosephj the husband of mary was warned in a dream to take the

young child and his mothernother and flee into egypt alsoaiso the wise men were

warned of the lord in a dream not to return to herod and when out of

egypt the son was called n the angel of the lord appeared in a dream to

turn aside into the parts of galilee such were the manifestations to

joseph the favored descendant of the father of the faithful in dreams

and in them the lord fulfilled his purposes but the one of which I1 have

been speaking is what would have been called an open visionivision and though

it was in the night yet it was not a dream there is no room for

andcovenants

alsop

0

aho

unti



wcrbcr d

155

conjecture in this matter and to talk of deception would be to sport with

the common sense of every man who knows when he is awakeai whenrake he sees and

when he does not see

he could not have been deceived in the fact that a being of some

kind appeared to himhumhemhen and that it was a heavenly one the fulfilmentfulfillment of

his words so minutelyminute upplyp to this time in addition to the truth and wcrdward

of salvation which has been developed to this generation in the book of

mormon ought to be conclusive evidence bo the mind of every man who is
privileged to hear of the same he was awake and in solemn prayer as

you will hearbear in mind when the angel made his appearance from that

glory which surrounded him the room was lit up to a perfect brilliancy

so that darkness wholly disappeared he heard his words with hisearbshiseA
arbs

and received a joy and happiness indescribable by hearing that his own

sins were forgiven and his former transgressions to be remembered against

him no more if he thlinthianthhnchhn continued to walk before the lordird according to his h

holy commandments he also saw him departdeparts the light and glory withdraw

leaving a calmness and peace of soul past bhbbhte language of man to paint

imms he deceived

far from this for the vision was renewed twice before morning

unfolding farther and still farther the mysteries of godliness and those

things to come in the morning he went to his labor as usual but soon

the vision of the heavenly messenger was renewed insturcting him to go

immediately and velv those thihgsthings of which he had been informedinform with a

promise that he should obtain them if he followed the directions and wentwen

with

P

an eye single to the glory of god

accordingly he repaired to the place which had thus been des-

cribed but it is necessary to give you more fully the express instruc-

tions of the angelangels with regard to the obgetitobaett of this work in which our
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brother had now engaged he was to remember that it was the work of the

lord to fulfill certain promises previously made to a branch of the

house of israel of the tribe of joseph and when it should be brought

forth must be done expressly with an eye as I1 said before single to

the glory of godood and the welfare and restoration of the house of israel
you will understand then that no motive of a pecuniary or

earthly nature was fuffered to take the lead of the heart of the man

thus favored the allurements of vice the contaminating influence of

wealth without the direct guidance of the holy spirit must have no

place in the heart nor be suffered to take franfromfron it that warm desire for

the glory and kingdom of the lord or instead of obtaining disappointment

and reproof would most assuredly follow such was the instruction arddaridadd
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APPENDIXAPPRMIX C

ORSONOBSON hyueHYDEHYDEIS ACCOUNT

orson hydebyde was born january 8 1805 at oxford connecticut he

joined the methodist faith but becoming dissatisfied joined the campbe-

llite movement and assumed a position as pastor over three congregations

later he opposed and then ivestfegatadivestigatad the book of mormon and was ba-
ptized in october 1831 he was appointed to be an apostle in february ofe

1835 one of his missionary calls was to go to jerusalem in 1840 to dedi-

cate the land for the return of the jews he left on that mission from

new york city in february of 1841 after accomplishing the purpose of

his mission he went to germany where he published an account of the

first vision in the german language concerning the publication joseph

smith records

something this month augusta 1847 elder hyde published a pamphlet
in the G man language in germanyGe entitledmany A oryelry in the wilderness
etc of shout 120 pages settling forth the rise progress and do-
ctrines of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday

this pamphlet was published in frankfurt german 1842 and was

entitled A cry from the wilderness avvoice iromfrom the dust of the eaithearthearthaearths
0

the author orson hyde was also the publisherpublish

zkugust

1



fieldsefieldsp

hatephapep

158

joseph smitjismitkvsmitke jr to whom the angel of the lord was sent first
was born in the town of sharon windsorIlind countysor vermont on the 23rd of

december 1805

whenuhen ten years old his parents with their family moved to
palmyra new york in the vicinity of which he resided for about eleven

years the latter part in the town of manchester his only activity was

to plow and cultivate the fields As his parents were poor and had to take

care of a large family his educationeduc&tioneduaktion was very limited he could read

without much difficultydifficult and write a very imperfect hand and had a very

limited understanding of the elementary rules of arithmetic these were

his highesthgghesthghest and only attainements while the rest of those branches so

universally taught in the common schools throughout the united states

were entirely unknown to him

when somewhere about fourteen or fifteen years old he began

seriously to reflect upon the nedessitynecessity of being prepared for a future

state of existence but how or in what way to prepare himself was a

question as yet undetermined in his own mind he perdeivedperceivedperde thatived it was

a question of infinite importance he saw that if he understood not

the wayuaymay it would be impossible to walk in it except by chance and the

thought of resting his hopes of eternal life upon chance or uncertain-

ties was more than he could endure

he disdovereddiscovered a religious world working under numerous errors

which through their contradicting nature and principles gave cause to

the organization of so many different sects and parties and whose

feelings against each other were poisoned through hate envy malace

and rage he felteltfeiteit that there should be only one truth and that those

who would understand it correctlycorrect wouldlyp understand it ALilliliiti the same
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manner nature had gifted him with a strong discerning mind and so he

looked through the glaze of soberness and good sense upon these religious
systems which all were so different but nevertheless all drawn from the

scripture of truth

after he had sufficiently assured himself to his own satisfaction

that darkness was covering the earth and gross darkness the minds of

the people he gave up hope fever to find a sect of party that was in the

possession of the pure and unadulterated truth
he accordingly commencedcaen perusingced the sacred pages of the bible

with sincerity believing the things that he read his mind soon caught

hold of the following passage if any of you lack wisdom let him ask

of god that giveth to all men liberally and upbraidethupbraid noteth and it shall

be given him james 12515 from this promise he learned that it was the

privilege of all men to ask god for wisdom with the sure and certain

expectation of receiving lidberallylidber withoutallyaily being upbraided for so doings

and thus he started to send the burning desires of his soul with a faith-

ful determination he therefortherefore retired to a secret place in a grove

but a short distance from his fathers house and knelt down and began

to call upon the lord at first he was severely tempted by the powers

of darkness which endeavored to overcome him the adversary benighted

his mind with doubts and brought to hishas souls all kinds of improper

pictures and tried to hinder him in his efforts and the accomplishment

of his goal however the overllowingover1lowingoverblowingovertoverl mercylowing of g&dgfed came to buoy him

up and gave new impulse and momentum to his dwindling strength soon

the dark clouds disappeardisappeared

and again he called upontheupon lordthe with renewed faith and

spiritual strength
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oodsgods 11 and also unfold the ppinciplesprinciples of the doctrine

of christ according to the promise which he had received in the formerforner

vision

while continuing in prayer for a manifestation in some way that

his sins were forgivenfor endeavouringgivens to exercise faith in the scrip-

tures on a sudden a light likeilke that of day only of a purer and far

more glorious appearance and brightness burst into the room indeedindeedy

to use his own description thef1thefethe first sight was as though the house

timeptilep

fatof1to communecomune with some kind

messenger who could communicate to him the desired information of his

acceptance with godood

christpchrisop
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at this sacred moment his mind was caught away from the natural objects

with which he was surroundedsurround and he was enwrapped in a heavenly vision
and saw two gloriousbimgim personagesersorious whonages exactly resembled each other in

their features or likeness they said him that his prayers had been

answered and that the lord had decided to grant him a special blessingsblessbiess

he

ingv

was told not to join any of the religious sects or any party

as they were allaliail wrong in their doctrines and none of them was recog-

nized by god as his church and kingdomking hedomodome received a promise that the

true doctrine the fulnessfalness of the gospel should at some future tenetune

be made known to him after which the vision withdrewwith leavingdrews his mind

in a state of calmness and peace indescribable

some time after having received the glorious manifestationmanifestations

being young he was again entangled in the vanities of the worldworlds of whidhwhich

he afterwards sincerely and truly repentedrepen ZL31tedetedo 00
96w ra

and it pleased god on the evening of the 21st of september

ADada 1823 to again hear his prayers for he had retired to rest as

usual only that his mind was drawn out in fervent prayer and his soul

was filled with the most earnest desire to
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wawaiwaawaywab filleda withirithleith consuming and unquenchable fire this sudden appearance

of a light so bright as must naturally be expectedqpected occasioned a shock

or sensation he felt through the extremities of his body it was how-

ever followed with a calmness and serenity of mind and an overwhelm-

ing rapture of joy that surpassed understanding and in a moment a

personage stood before him

notwithstanding the room was previously filled with light above

the brightness of the sun as I1 have before described yet there seemed

to be an additional glory surrounding or accompanying this personagepersona
which shone with an icreasedincreased degree of brilliancy in the midst of which

he was and though his countenance was as lightning yet it was of a

pleasing innocent and glorious appearance so much so that every

fear was banished frafro his heart and nothing but calmness pervaded his

soul

the stature of this personage was a little above the common sstzesize

of men in this age his gammentgaroient was perfectly white and had the appear-

ance of being without seam

this glorious being declared himself to be an angel of god sent

forth by commandment to2 communicate to him that his sins were forgiven

and that his prayers were heard and also to bring the joyful tidingtidings

that the covenant which god made with ancient israel concerning their

posterity was at hand to be fulfilled that the great preparatory

work for the second coming of the messiah was speedily to commence that

the tunetimetine was at hand for the gospel in its fulnessfulnesspfalnessfulyulyui toness be preached in

power unto all nationsnation that a people might be prepared with faith and

righteousness for the millennial reign of universal peace and joyjoye

he was informed that he was called and chosen to be an instrument
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in the hands of god to bring about some of his marvellousmarcellousmarv purposesellous

in this glorious dispensation it was also made manifest to him that
the americanamericoan indians were a remnant of israel that when they first
emigrated to america they were an enlightened people possessing a

knowledge of the true god enjoying his favour and peculiar blessings

from his hand that the prophets and inspired writers among them were

required to keep a sacred history of the mostnost important events transpir-
ing among themthen which history was handed down for many generations till at

at length they fell into great wickedness the greatest part of them

were destroydestroyed and the records by commandment of god to one bf the last
prophets among them were safely deposited to preserve them from the

hands of the wicked who sought to destroy them he was informed that

those records contained many sacred revelations pertaining to the gospel

of the kingdom as well as prophecies relating to the great events of the

last days and that coto fulfill his promises to the ancientsancient who wrote

the records and to accomplish his purposes in the restitution of their

children ac&cace&ce they were to come forth to the knowledge of the people

if faithful he waswaas to be the instrument who should be thus highly favored

in bringing these sacred things to light at the same time being expressly

informedinf thatomed it must be done with an single to the glory god

that no one could entrusted with these sacred writings who should

endeavor to aggrandize himself by converting sacred things to unrighteous

and speculative purposes after giving himhin many instructions concerning

things past and to come which would be foreign to our purpose to mention

here he disappeared and the light and glory atof god withdrewwith leavingdrewi

his mind in perfect peace while a calmness and serenity indescribable

pervaded the soulsoulesouisouie but before morning the vision was twice renewed
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cejcep and his souls was again enlightened as it was the evening

before and he was filled with holy spirit and the heavens were

opened and the glory of the lord shone round about and rested upon him

while he thus stood gazing and admiring the angel said lookLooleok and as

he thus spake he beheld the prince of darkness surrounded by his

innumerable train of associates all this passed before him and the

heavenly messenger said all this is shownshoun the good and the evil the

holy and the impure the glory of god and power of darkness that you may

know hereafter the two powers and never be influenced or overcome by that

wicked one behold whatever entirces and leads to good and to do good

is of god and whatever does not is of that wicked one it is he that

fills the hearts of men with evil to walk in darkness and blaspheme god

and you may learn from henceforth that his ways are to destruction but

the way of holiness is peace and rest you now see why you could not

obtain this record that the commandment was strict and that if ever

evilpevila
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instructing hinhim further and still further concerning the great work of
god about to be performed on the earth in the morning he went out to

his work as usual but soon the vision was renewed the angel again

appeared and having been informed by the previous visions of the night

concerning the spot where these redordsrewords were deposited he was instructed
to go immediately and veiwseiw thanthemthen accordingly he went to the place so

indicatedindicate which was located not far from his fathers house this was on

september 22 AD 1823 after arriving at the repositorrepository a little
exertion in removing the soil from the edges of the top of the box and

a light lever broughttroughbrough its contents to his natural sight uhlielabile viewing

and contemplating his sacred treasuretrea withbureDure wonder and astonishment behold

the angel of the lord who previously visited him again stood in

his presenpresence
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andaandp besides should4 they be entrusted in unholy hands the know-

ledge would not come to the world because they cannot be interpreted by

the learning of this generation consequently they would be considered

of no worth only as precious metal therefore remember that they are

to be translated by the gift and power of god by them will the lord

work a great and marvellousmarcellousmarv workellous the widdon of the wise shall become as

nought and the understanding of the prudent shall hb his and because

the power of god shall be displAydisplayed those who profess to know the truth

but walk in deceit shall tremble with anger but with signs and with

wonders with gifts and with healings with the manifestations of the

power of godood and with the holy ghostghosty shall the hearts of the faithful begodpgoda

164

these sacred things are obtained they must be by prayer and faithfulness
in obeying the lord they are not deppe&teddeppetteddep herepetted for the sake of ac-

cumulating gain and wealth for the glory of this world they were sealed

by the prayer of faith and because of the knowledge which they contain

they are of no worth among the children of men only for their knowledge

in them is contained the fulnessfalness of the gospel of jesus christ as it was

given to his people on this land and when it shall be brought forth by

the power of god it shall be carried to the gentiles of whom many shall

receive it and after will the seed of israel be brought into the fold

of their redeemedredeemer tyby obeying it also those who kept the commandments of

the lord on this land desired this at his hand and through the prayer

of faith obtained the promise that if their descendants should trans-

gress and fall awaywaygeyley that a record might be kept and in the last days

come to their children these things are sacred and must be kept sosojsop for

the promise of the lord concerning them must be fulfilled mono man can

obtain them if his heart is impure because they contain tho which is

sacred and
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comforted you have now beheld the power of god manifested and the power

of etanstan you that there is nothing that is desirable in the works

of darkness that they cannot bring happiness that those who are over-

come there with are miserable while on the other hand the righteous are

blessed with a place in the kingdom of god where joy unsepakableunseparable sur-

rounds them there they rest beyond the power of the enemy of truth
where no evil dan disturb them the glory of god crownscro themvms and they

continually feast upon his goodness and enjoy his smiles behold not

witstandingstandingwithstandingwit you have seen this great display of power by which you may

ever be able to detect the evil ohe yet I1 give unto you another sign

and when it comes to pass then know that the lord is god and that he will

fulfill his purposes and that the knowledge which this record contains

will go to every nation and kindred and tongue and people under the

whole heaven this is the signs whena these things begin to be known

that is whenitshenit is known that the lord has show you these things the

workers of iniquity will seek your overthrow they will circulate false-

hoods to destroy your reputation and also will seek to t ake your life

but remember this if you are faithful and shall hereafter continuetontinuetonti tonue

keep the commandmentscommandnantscommandeentscommand ofwantsnants the lord you shall be preserved to bring these

things forth for in due mijaeta4etijae he will again give you a commandment to

come and take them when they are interpretedinterpret the lord will give the

holy priesthood to sanesome and they shall begin to proclaim this gospel

and baptize by water and after that they shall have power to give the

holy ghost by the laying on of their hands then will persecution rage

more and more for the iniquities of men shall be revealed and those who

are not built uonupon the rock will seek to overthrow this church but it
will increase the more opposedoppose anddv spread further and further increasing
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in knowledge till they shall be sanctified and receive an inheritance

where the glory of god will rest upon the and when this takes place

and all things are prepared the ten tribes of israel will be revealed

in the north country whither they have been for a long season and

when this is fulfilled wilmilwll be brought to pass that saying of the pro-

phet and the redeemer shall come to zion and unto them that turn

from transgression in jacob saith the lord but notwithstanding

the workers of iniquity shall seek your destruction the arm of the lrd
will be extended and you will be borne off conquerer if you keep all
his commandments your name shall be known among the nationsnation for the

work which the lord will perform by your hands shall cause the righteous

to rejoice and the wicked to rage with the one it shall be had in honor

and with the other in reproach yet with these it shall be a terror

because of the great and marvellousmarcellousmarv workellous which shall follow the coming

forth of this fulnessfalness of the gospel now go thy way remembering what

the lord has done for thee and be diligent in keeping his commandments

and he will deliver thee from temptations and all the arts and devices

of the wicked one forget not to pray that thy mind may become strong

that when he shall manifest unto thee thou mayest have power to escape

the evil and obtain these precious things 11

during the four following years he frequently received instruc-

tion from the mouth of the heavenly messenger and on the morning of

september 22 A- D 1827 the angel of the lord delivered the records

into his hands these records were engraved on plates which had the

appearance of gold each plate was not far from seven by eight inches

in width and length being not quite as thick as common tin they were

filled on both sides with engravingsengraving in inegyptianegyptian characters and bound
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together in a volume as the leaves of a book and fastenedstened at one edge

with three rings running through the whole this volume was something

near six inches in thickness a part of which wasirasvas sealed the chara-
cters of 1 letters upon the unsealed part were small and beautifully engraved

the whole book exhibited many marks of antiquity in its construction as

well as much skill in the ahtartahr of engravingsengraving

with the records were found two transparent stones clear as

crystal called by the ancients the urimarim and thummimthummimjThum whichmimninnln were used in

ancient times by persons called seers

these were used in the following manner these two stones called

urimarim and thummimThum inmmim diameter the size of an elgishelaish crown coin only a

little thickerthic werekerp placed where all light was excluded the persons

using these offered their preyersprgyers to the lord and the answer became

visible written in letters of light on the urimarim and thummimThum butmim disap-

peared again soon after thus the light in darkness and thejthedthea

darisnessdarisadartdar comprehendednessdessss it not 11 in this manner the sacred records were

trasnalted into english
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APPEMIXAPPENDIX H

WILLIAMwilllamwllliam SMITHSmathis ACCOUNTCCOUNTk

williamviiveivel smith was born march 13 1811 making him six years

younger than his brother joseph in 1883 when he was 72 years of age

william published a book on the history of the church in his preface

he states that revelation is founded upon visions and dreams and

angel sic visits to man and why should not god send angels to deliver

messages to his servants in these latter days as well as in older times

with this premise william precedesproc toedes give his story of the rise of the

churchchurche even though he confuses the visitationsvisitation he contributes to the

understaindingunderstain ofding the environment of the timetine and the reaction of the

family to the experiences since this publication appeared many years

after josephs deathdeaths it does not contain the prophets correction of

the details the following part of williams narrative is from pages

six through ten of his book

william smith william smith on monismmomonismmoronismMo lamoniIamo iowanip
herald steam book and job orficeoffice 188311883 pipo 4ae4e

age
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in 1822 and 182318231 the people in our neighborhood were very much

stirred up with regard to the religious matters by the preaching of a

mr lane an elder of the methodist church and celebrated through the
country as a great revival preachers

my mother who was very pious woman and much interested in the

welfare of her children both here and hereafter made use of every

means which her parental love could suggest to get us engaged in

seeking for our souls salvation or as the erm then was in getting

religion she prevailed on us to attend the meetings and almost

the whole family became interested in the matter and seekers after truth

I1 attended the meetings with the restnest but being quite young and in-

considerate did not take so much interest in the matter as the older

ones did this extradvdinarjrextradodinary excitement prevailed not only in our neigh

borhoodboyhood but throughout the whole country great numbers were con-

verted it extended from the methodists to the Baptistbaptists from thenthem to

the P esbyterians and so until finally all the sects became engaged

in it and it becamebecane quite the fashion to get religion ft hymy mother con-

tinued her importunities and exertions to gnterestinterest us in the importance

of seeking for the salvation of our immortal souls until almost all of

the family became either converted or seriously inclined

after the excitement has subsided in a measure each sect began

to beat up for volunteers each one saying weifweiffe are right

etc the conse-

quence was that my mother my brothers hyrum and samuel older than 1I

joined the presbyterian church joseph then about seventeen years of

age had become seriously inclinedincline though not nbroughtbroughtunbrought out as the

phrase was and began to reflectrel&ectretlect and inquire which of all these sects

presbyterians

be camecane

nterest

rightft comeconecome and

join us 11 walktwalkwaiknaiktwala with us and we will do you goodJ
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was right each one said that it was right which he knew could not be

the case and the question then wasvos which one of the whole taught the true
gospel of jesus christ and made known the plan of salvation if he went

to one he was told they were right and all otherssothers were wrong if to

anotherano thetherp same was heard from them each professed to be the true

church this did not satisfy him as he was aware that there could be

but one way of entering into the kingdom of heaven and that there was

but one straight and narrow path n etc all this however was beneficial

to himhin as it urged him forward and strengthened him in the determination

to know for himself of the certainty and reality of pure and holy religion

he continued in secret to call upon the lord for a full manifestqtionmanifestation of

his will the assurance that he was accepted af6 him and that he might

have an understanding of the path of obedience

at length he determined to call upon the lord until he should get

a manifestation from him he accordingly went out into the woods and

falling upon his knees called for a long time upon the lord for wisdom

and knowledge whileuhlie engaged in prayer a light appeared in the heavens

and descended until it rested upon the kreestreeskreeb where he was it appeared

like fire but to his great astonishment did hot burn the trees an

angel then appeared to him and conversed with him upon many things he

told him that none of the sects were right but that if he was faithful

in keeping the commandments he should receive the true way should be made

known to him that his sins were forgiven

himp

6f

fa ng
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the next day I1 was at work in the field together with joseph

and my eldest brother alvin joseph looked pale and unwell so that

alvin told him if he was sick he need not work he then went and sat down

by the fence when the angel again appeared to him and told him to call

0.0
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him and anxiously awaited the result of his visit to the hill cumorah

in search of the plates containing the record of which the angel told him

171

his fathersfat househertsheris together and communicate to them the visions he had

received which he had not yet told to sapsayanyaap one and promised him that K

if he would do so they would believe it he accordingly asked us to

come to the house as he had something to tell us after we were all
gathered he arose and boldtoldboidkold us how the angel appeared to him what he had

told him as written aboveajgoveangove and that the angel had also given him a short

account of the inhabitants who formerly resided upon this continent a

full history of whom he said was engraved on some plates which were

biddenhidden and which the angel promised to show him he continued talking

to us sometime the whole family were melted to tears and bftlievyi aallfillaali

he said knowing that he was very young that he had not enjoyed the

advantages of a common education and knowing too his whole character

andind disposition they were convinced that he was totally incapable of

arising before his aged parentparents his brothers and sister and so solemnly

giving utterance to anything but the truth all of us
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APPENDIX I1

comparative chart

the following chart compares some of the most comnonlycormnonlycommonlycomcormcord usednonly

published sources of the account of the first vision and moronis visi-

tation as follows

the pgarlptarlplarletarl of great apiceppice account which is accepted today
by the church of jsusesus christ of latter day saints as part
of its scripture

2 A missionary pamphlet published by the church of jesus
christ of latterdaylatter saintsday which has been used for many
years

3 A new pamphlet published in 1963 which is now used as a
missionary tract

4 joseph smiths own account as published in the history of
the church

joseph smith account as published in the times and
seasons and known as the wentworth letter
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