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TREE LIFE SYMBOL significance
ANCIENT AMERICAN RELIGION

CHAPTER I1

introduction

I1
problem thesis

europeans arrived new world

early sixteenth century amazed discover

cross extensively used natives religious
symbol many fantastic hypotheses advanced early
explorers explain presence even postulating

st thomas come new world taught christian
religion ancient americans

since time early discovery much

learned concerning distribution symbol

new world used architecture cruciform

tombs extensively employed sculptures

hieroglyphic manuscripts decorative element many

forms included greek latin st andrew maltese aadend tau
crosses well conventionalized cross shaped tree

since designated tree life
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latter form cross called
tree life interesting symbols

ancient religion central mesoamericanMeso american area
new world central mexico northern central
america religious significance symbol yet

detedeterminedrminedermined constitutes problem thesis

purpose study

too much known today religion
ancient mesoamericaMeso america through intensive
comparative study various deities presented

hieroglyphic manuscripts native writings
symbolic religious art architectural sculptural
remains greater knowledge subject gained

tree life striking religious symbols

area may key knowledge

possibility study

give enlightenment origin high civilizations
area today especially two theories

advanced solve problem mesoamericanMeso american origins

firstfinst maintained nearly americaamericanistsnistsfists advanced

mesoamericanMesoamerican civilizations developed indigenously new

world second result diffusion
direct colonization old world view
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fact tree life prominent religious
symbol ancient civilizations old world

occurrence ancient america carefully studied com-

pared old world may constitute important

evievlevidencedencedenee solving fundamental problem mesoamericanMesoamerican

origins
many writers mentioned presence cross

new world few publications

dealt symbol exclusively 1879187189 smithsonian

institute published charles raus papalenquepalenouelenoue tablet ytaIlTTaTabletbletbiet
1Crcrossorossosaw thisochisothia however historical study

makes attempt interpret symbolism tablet
1901 adam Quiroquirogatsquirogabatsgatssats lacruzla cruzcrue jmabnbn ameriamerlamericaca published 2

1902 societe scientifiquescientifiquede de bruxelles published les croix
precolombiennesprecoloabiennes E beauvois 3 these two publications

historical descriptive nature writer
knows publication study present

concerns itself primarily important problem

interpretation tree life symbol

lcharlescharles rausrau palenque tablet washingtontwashington published
smithsonian instieutevinstitute 187916791

vadax2adaxadam quiroga Lla cruz en america bienasbuenas aires
editorial Ameriamoniamericanacanaocanas 19urr1901

ae3eE beauvois les croix precolombiennes bruxellespublieepubliese par la societe scientifique de bruxelles 1902
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method procedure

tree lirelifelife11 closely associated number

symbols great complex mesoamericanMeso american religious
symbolismsymbolisms example symbols four direc-
tions associated four wskyaskysky bearers 11 impossible

preliminary study include discussion ofsueh
related symbols present investigation limited
therefore cruciform tree those closely
associated elements must especially considered

interpretation symbol

necessarynecessar7 place greatest
emphasis tree liflifee maya area since
region found clearest well earliest
numerous representations symbol

necessity weaknesses study

first place field religious symbolism vast
complex requiring years intensive study acquire basic
understanding interrelationship specific symbols

then too until hieroglyphic writing fully deciphered
must always element uncertainty actual

meaning ofoertainofocertainertain signs symbols however despite
handicaps possible arrive certain definite
conclusions meaning tree lifelifer symbol
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organization thesis
study consist eight chapters

appendix remaining part introductory chapter

presented background information essential fullfallfuli
understanding theroblemtheproblemtheroproblemblemblenbien survey religion

advanced cultist civilization ancient mesoamericaMeso america

chapter II11 present tree life symbol whole

next five chapters discuss main elements

symbol involved interpretation chapter VIII con-

sist summary preceding material interpretative
conclusions appendix discuss intriguing signi-

ficance tree life symbol ancient Ameriamerlameniamericaamericascascao

view occurrence old world

II11

archaeological setting
mesoamericanMeso american area

area new world embraced study co-
mprises portion mexico central america whereswhere

pre columbian times flourished high civilization those

remarkable peoples known us today mayamayas aztecaaztecs

Toltoitoltecstolteestees Zapozapotecozapotecszapoteesteebtees olmecs01mees etc area comprising

states mexico lying south roughly 22022 north latitudelatitudes

including those northern central america territory
quintana roo central america republics
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guatemala el salvador western parts honduras

nicaragua northern costa rica see figure 1 1931943

term mesoamericaMeso america introduced designate area

place overworkedworked term middle america

used archaeologists refer region
occupied these peoples advanced cultures
entire territory panama rio grande times

including even andean region south americaamericalamerica44

ancient archaeological history mesoamerica5mesoamericaMeso americaemerica

first steps toward high civilization meso

america very little known few traces early hunting
groups dating late ice age early post leeiceiee age times

thai period 100015000 years ago found

valley mexico apparently bear relation-
ship later peoples occupying area

above remains these early nomadic hunting

cultures should found remains primitive farm-

ing cultures representing rudimentary stage civiliza-
tion including beginnings sedentary life based

iforkfor detailed characterization mesoamericanMeso american
area see paul Kirckinckirchoffhoffs actaada americanaAmericanasnap vol 1 1
january march 1931943 L ppap 9210792 107

cafter5after M wells jakeman class lectures course
mesoamericanMeso american archaeology brigham young university 1949
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agriculture development arts pottery

making clothmakingcloth making housebuildinghouse building strangely enough

however ofthisorthis stage culture growth definite trace
yet found Mesonesomesoamericamesoamerieaamerica

earliest advanced culture ffarar identified
area may said represent stage development midway

between undiscovered hypothetic primitive farming

cultures high mesoamericanmesoamerieanMesonesoamerican civilization yet

discovereddiscoveredonly sites highland central mexico

lower middle copilco zacatenco culture region

first ancient agricultural civilization Mesomesoamericamesoamerieaamerica

dates probably undiscovered beginnings third
millennium B G period basic subsistence complex

handicraft technologies ancient american civilization
maize agriculture loom weaving pottery making

coil techniquetechniques wattle daub house construction
suddenly make appearance numerous handmadehand made clay

figurines apparently represent mother goddess votive
offerings fertility cult first advanced culture
may designated view characteristic simple

figurine cult early cultist civilization
second advanced agricultural civilization

neboMesonenomesoamericamesoamerieaamerica advanced cultistultist high mesoamericanMesoamerican

characterized developed ritual saw flowering
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Mesonesonebomesoamerlcanmesoamericanamerican culture although complex progressprogressiveives

beginning early cultist civilization
evidently direct outgrowth latter aspisp

therefore unknown origin period marked

dominance religion least cultism nearly

activities centering worship cult
god rain fertility life featuring temple ritual

nan6symbolic religious art general characteristics
include towns cities intensive agriculture irriga-
tion dry regions true corn fine cotton textiles
advanced pottery mound building masonry architecture
fine stone sculpture metallurgy hieroglyphic writing
advanced cilendarcalendar system theocratic government craft
specialization class distinctions

civilization three main periods development

during earliest formative preclassicpre classic period

culture dating perhaps 200 B C earlier
35030 koo400 d0daD principal characteristics
advanced cultist civilization established final
phase earlibstearliest period dating 20030200350200 30350 tip100cilloo400 D

phase period far discovered extent
emerged regional cultist developments

6jakemanjakeman locloelooioe cit
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civilization early olmecolaecolmed southern mexico

gulf coast region nearly identical early maya

yucatan upper middle cuieuilcocuicuilceticoman4tieomanotichman high-

land central mexico mirabmirafmirafloresloreslonesiones highland
guatemala

second period advanced cultist civilization
florescent ceremonial olasClasclassicsiensieOslen cultures

advanced regional specializations classic almeeolaecolmee la
venta classic mayasmaya teotihuacan classieclassic zapotecozapoteczapotecp dating

30350 400loo100 890 diD chismasthismas period

full cultist development featuring high pyramid temples

complex ceremonial centers elaborate rituals occasionally invol-
ving human sacrifice riahpicliriqh religious symbolism jaguar
mask feathered serpent tree life ebeetcete

period classic achievements ancient mesoamericaMeso america

subuchchartsartsapts stone sculpture stucco modeling vase painting
astronomy chronology

florescent ceremonial classic period came

end change unrest P temporary retrogression 0 cities
fell ruin abandoned while others passed under

alien domination following disappearance ceremonial

cultures however Advadvancedadvaneedaneed cultist civilization again

unified under militant cultists famous toltec
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priest king conqueror quetzalcoat127quetzalcoatl thus ushered

third militaristic period war gods militarism
now became dominant conquest carried tribute

victims human sacrifice religious centers becoming

walled fortified towns period marked however

renaissance art classic achievements

ancient mesoamericaMesoamerica architecture three phases mark

period first transitional phase lasting
890 1000 dfD barbarian invasions
conquests empire quetzalcoatl kukulcan second

utolteenuTtoltecolteen phase lasted 1000 1175117 D epoch

tula central mexico mexican maya chichen itza
yucatan followed mixtecamixtecan nahua aztec

period dating 1175 12114512114.515211545 D

brought militaristic development climax aztec

empire fall aztecaaztecs european invaders

1521 maya 1545145 came end decadent

militaristic cultures therewith end

ancient mesoamericanMesoamerican civilization

7notenot confused ancient god quetzalcoatlquetzalcoatlp
whose birdbind feathered serpent emblem first appears
temples preceding florescent ceremonial period
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survey religion
advanced cultistoulculoui bist civilization ancient mesoamericaMeso america

religion cultism dominated every phase life
advanced cultist high mesoamericanMesoamerican civilization

included pantheon gods developed theology elaborate
temple rites ceremonies graded priesthood complex

symbolism

pantheon seemingly consisted innumerable deities
great others lesser significance however study

situation reveals many gods actually merely

different aspects manifestations few great gods each

being called name best expressed special aspect

represented

creator godatgod head pantheon stood

creator universe god life sustenance

sumpremesumpreme ineffable god far above ordinary

people played small role lives
yucatan supreme creator god called hunabhunag ku

god seventeenth century yucatan historian cogolludoCogol ludo

describes him living true god said
greatest gods cannot figured

represented incorporeal book

ad8ddegotegodebo Llopezopez de cogolludoCogol ludo historiatoritorl de yucatlyucatan madrid
ivan garciagareiagarelagancia infanzon 1688 p 192twotroTWCCreianrelangianglan los indindies de
yucatan que avia un dios unico viuoliuo y verdadero que dezizn
ser eel1 mayor de los diosesdiases y que tenia figura ni se podia
figularfigurar por ser incorporeoineorporeo este llamabanllamaban hunabhunag ku
de este dezlan que procedianproc edian todas las cosas y como incorporeoineorporeo

ie adorabanadoraban con imagen albunaalguna 11



34

chilamchhlam balam chumayelChumayel called oxlahuntiku
means literally thirteen god gods roys states

thirteen gods probably gods thirteen
heavens maya cosmos usually treated
single god 97 barrera minquezvtequezvinquez suggests name signifies

infinite god efflofflo10

turning central mexico find head

aztec pantheon tloquetloggetrogge Nahaque creator supreme

ineffable bodgodgods m whose worship restricted 11 below

him however creative couplecouples tonacatecuhtlltonaeatecuhtlis creator
godgodsgodo lord our substance wife tonacacihuatltonacaeihuatlv

12fulfilled function parents origin divinities
codex telleriano remensisdemensis states god tonacatecuhtlitonaeateeuhtli

appeared good him breathed divided waters

heaven earth first confused
01313togetogethertherstherothedo disposed them now southern

9ralphjralphralph L roys editorseditor book chilamchhlam balam
Chumchumayelghumayelayel washington carnegie institution washingtonhingtonWaa 19331933 9

P gge99999

10alfredo barrera vasquez los diosesdiasescloses manassmayasma4ass memexicomoom00
prehispanicoprehisp4nico Mmexicoxicoaico rafael loera y chavez 19461941946. f P 512312
number ththirteenarteenrteen symbol completion infinity maya
nimernumerologyology

llllgeorgehceorgehgeorgelageorgeGeorgegeorbe C Vailvallvalivaillantlants aztecsazteesaltees mexico garden city N ybY
D appleton century company 1940s194 P 174

12ibid p 17414
13lewislewis spence gods mexico new york frederick

stokes company 1920 p 78877
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mexico zapotec creator god equivalent tloque nahaquehahaque

hunabhunag ku known names coqui beepxeepxee coqui cella
lord beginning pijiaiji tao great wind0

said him teathethathethab creator things

himself uncreated mikulkmib creator pair like
tonacateeuhtli tonacacihuatltonaeacihuatl aztecaaztecs called cozaanaCoz aana

noreOCrenonecocreatorcreatorocreatorcreatonatoraborazor maker beasts huichaanahuiehaana creator maker

men fishes yisgis1151

highland guatemala supreme god creative
council quiche nation hunahpu heldholdheid position
similar hunaghunab ku maya associated
two gods Qukuqukuzatzgukumatzmatzzatz hurukanrukanHu work creation

creator pairpairs xpiyacoc snucane2mueanes identical closely
connected tonaeatecuhtlitonacateeuhtli tonacacihuatl aztecsazteesaltees

quiche father mother gods 16i 0

rain fertility life god central deity
mesoamericaMesoamerica however rain fertility life god

yucatan principal manifestation chacchao rain
god chacchacchao rain god primarily association god

windwindovinda thunder lightning hence extensiori6ofextension

14hartley14Hartleyflartleyharkley burr alexander mythology races
bat&ntcb4stdu marshall jones company 1920 vol p 87

151bidpibid p 87

16popollopopollopopolo vuhauh trans adrian recinos mexico fondo dedo
cultura economicaeeonomicaeconomicalEconomica 1947t1947 L PP 87p87 96
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fertility agriculture broad sense idea
growth germination still further extensionextensions even

17cornfields chacchao regarded single
god four gods onesoney different chaochac each

cardinal points closely associated chaos

four cardinal points bacaba sky bearerstbearers 044

among multitude gods nation worshippedworshipped
worshippedworshipped four each them called bacab said

four brothers whom god created world
placed four points holding sky

should fall said bacabsbaeabsbacans
escaped world destroyed deluge
gave names each them designated them
part woidworld where god placed him bearing
heavens 0

10

cogolludoCogolludo states bacabsbacans gods winds 199

close connection between rain wind gods noted

morleysmorlessMorleys statement chacchaochac seems associated
wind god indeed wind god may again

special manifestation rain god may

02020separate existence 1 0 40
9 roysboys points native

author sixteenth century maya motul dictionary considers

sylvanus173ylvanussyivanussyivanus G morley ancienancient maya stanford stanford
university press 1946 p 213

18landaslandal relacion de las cosas de ywcaYucayucatansyucatantraotans ed trans
alfred M tozzer papers peabody museum american
archaeology ethnology harvard university oancambridgebridge
published museum igli194119.19lgig p 136

19cogolludos00901cogolludoCogolludo ided cit 0 0.0 p 197

20morley20qrlqj20Morleynorley opppap cit p 22522
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chaos person states chacchao giggiganticanticantieanble
man taught agriculture whom later considered god

bread water thunder lightning 21 rain god

benevolent deity always thefriendth friendefriend man associated
creation life never enemy never god

allied powers death destruction 22

highland central mexico rain god gods

corresponding chacchao yucatan called tlalocblaloc tlaloctlaloeblaloc
god lived terrestrial paradise aldaidwidend gave

men life subsistence unquestionably

venerated gods mexico apparent fact
five yearly festivals celebrated honor

important deity pre aztec times being

principal god toltecs yucatan mexico

four sky bearers compare four bacabsbacans maya

identical closely associated chaos doubtlessly
equated them namely tlauizalpanteouhtlitlauizalpantecuhtli obonoton teouhtlitecuhtli

quetzalcoatl ehecatlobhecatl mictlantecuhtli these sky bearers
samsamesan tzitzimime gods air brought

rain water thunder nadaad lightning 23

21royasroys ak2kop citowcitopcit pap0p 172

22morley22moley22morleyMoleymonley Mop cite p 22522

23jJ bricericbrie Thompthompsonbonssons skySU bearers colors directions
maya mexican religion contributionscontributions americanamerlean archaeology

10 washington carnegie institution washington 193419340 9

P 229
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southern mexico gocijo god painsrainsrainpain thunthunderderPdepp

lightning symbolized jaguar corresponds tlaloctlalooblaloc

chacchao east coast mexico rain god blel tajinbajin
symbolized jaguar highland guatemala

equivalent deity tohilbohil toh god rain agriculture
cardinal points haruHuruearurukanhurukanhurukansHu kanskanj god wind however may

considered rain god 24T

antiquity rain wind god gods

noted archaeologist armillas gulf coast

mexico lived time corresponding culture

la venta type ancestor tlalocblaloc near relatives
25chacchao cocijoscocijococilo tajinbajin thompson notes antiquity

typical worship rain gods
fertility chaos yucatan tlalocs valley

mexico seemingly religion early
sources inform us preceded introduction Idolaidolatrytryotryp

partly survived present day e
262

greatpriestgreatgreab priest godtheGodgoethe great priest god intro-
duced arts mdend sciences hieroglyphic writings books

ah2htmateosmateos higuera cuadro sinoptico de los panteonesPanteones
mesoamericanosmesoamericanospMeso americanos mexicomeiicomedico prehispprehispaniconico mexico rafael loera y
chavez 1946 following p 5410343543

25pedropedro Armilarmillaslass quoted miguel acosta saignes ed
bernardino de Sahasahagungunsgunj historia general de las cosas de nueva
espahaespada mexico editorial nueva espana 194bp194 P 23

26jJ ericerieedleedic thompsonthonpson moon goddess middle
americaamericas contributions american anthropology historytorys
vol VPV nos 9 242924 29 contributions ameramerican anthropologyhrop oby
history 29 washington published carnegie institute

washington 19391939.19391 P 127
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calendar chronology etcsetcetas very important deity
mesoamericaMesoamerica maya area god called itzamnaitzamnalitzainaItz amna

lord heavens lord day night son
27creator god hunabhunag ku itzamnaitzaina extensively worshippedwor shipped

under different namenamesicamesi kinich ahau yaxcocahmut kabul 9

etc each being different manifestation same deity
kinich ahau 1

sun eyed lord sun god lord
light yaxcocahmut sky god kabul healing god

appears aspect rain life godogod

chacchao deity whom chaos rain gods represent
since common name itzamnaitzaina probably means moisture

heaven while another titles itzimtulitzimtlul chacchao 28datdaa

moreover fourfold aspect like chacchao each aspect

caseease chacchao being associated world direction
world color 297 during burner ceremony invoked

along chaos rain making30making3makingsmaking 303 early authority
lizana states associated sky attributes

27morley27morley op sits2itpcit p 223

28jakeman28 jakeman loc cit see thompson shemoonthemoonsoonMoon goddessgodde
middle america Ccontributionscontrtbutionsontrcontrutionsunions american anthropology
history vol V nos W214 29 op cit p 161ibllolloiigi

29thompsonpthompson moon goddess middle america
contributions american anthropology historytorys vol V
nos 242924 29 ae2eop cit p 160iboigo

301301bid3qlbidbid p 12152
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him remark 1I am dew substance heaven

clouds 313 itzamnaitzamnalsitzainaItz amna connection rain further
emphasized account relacion de campocolchegampocolche

chocola states times hunger

rain maya made sacrifices itzamnaitzamnaoitzainaItz amna saying

great lord sky art placed clouds

sky give us good year maize 323

itzamnaitzaina benevolentdeitybenevolent deitydelty never connected

destruction never associated symbols death33death
compare chacchao indicated worship god

medicine healing under title kabul

priestpriestor culture god highland central mexico

corresponding itzamnaitzaina yucatan apparently quetzalcoatl
precious bird feathered serpent called

ehecatlEhecatl god winds like itzamnaitzaina associated
four quarters cortes landed vera cruzacruzvcruz montezuma

believed god quetzalcoatl returned therefore
sent himthehirthehim dress appropriate him consisted

3lbernardo de lizana historia de yucatani mexico D PF 4

imprentaprentaimprontaIm del museo nacional 1093 40

32thompson32Thompson moon goddess middle america
contributions american anthropology history vol V
nos 242924 29 loc cit

33morley33Morley apppop cit p 222
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34costumes four gods cardinal points
spence states these four deities dominant four
quarters heavens higher theology

become fused conception quetzalcoatl
35variantsofvariant sof him association rain

noted fact wore miter spotted like
jaguar skin36skin 5 jaguar symbol rain god37god

saignessaisal gnes suggests rain god toltecs
38god winds hence both tlalocblaloc quetzalcoatl

quetzalcoatl very ancient god mexico

indicated sculptured representations feathered
serpent symbol temple quetzalcoatl teotihuacan
center teotihuacan civilization florescent
ceremonial period preceding time toltecs aztecsazteca

reincarnated priest god should noted
god quetzalcoatl confused priest

representatives reincarnationsincarnationsre later times

jbernardino de sahagusahagunsahaban historia general de las cosas
de nueva espana ed miguel acosta saignes exicomexico editorial
nueva Espespaniaafia a2aa 1946 vol ap3p3 ppap 202202.202420 ak2k2

353spence35spenceSpence pap2op cit I1 p 119
36 10

sahagun ed cit vol 1 p 23

37the jaguar symbol rain god southern
eastern mexico see above see herbert J Spinspindendens study

maya art memoirs peabody museum american archaeology
ethnology harvard university cambridge published

museum 191319131 P 77

38acosta38acosta saignes loc cit p 22 note 1



22

bore title quetzalcoatl prominent these

later priest quetzaleoatls fafamousus benthtenth century hero
ce acaelacatlacaliati qletzaleoatloquetzalcoatl priest king toltecs tula
memexicoxieo known yucatan kukulcan highland

guatemala gucumatzgueumatzpgucumetzmatz names equivalent meaning

quetzalcoatlquetzalecatl mayaneaymay languages those lands

described tall stately figure long beard

caucasian features 397 actual portrait stone

quetzalcoatl Kukkukuljanku&ulcankukuleanaleanuleanaloan discovered carving

chichen itza yucatan cities conquered seee

above page 12viai2 clearly depicted long

flowing beard

tenth century quetzalcoatl kukulcankukuleanKukulean said
introduced idolatry yucatayucatanbucatan earlymayaearly maymmayanaym account

spanish states
ancients say ancientlycientlyp nearly eight

hundred years did worship idols land
mexicans entered took possession

captain called quetzalcoatl mexican language
means t featheredtfeatherea serpentserpent7171 0 introduced

idolatry thislandland use idols gods

said first settlers chichen itza
idolatersidolaters until KukEukkukulcanulean mexican petainpptaincaptain entered

these parts taught them idolatryidolatry44

i39juan39juan de tortoptorquemadauemadademada Monarmonarauiamonarquiaquiaqulaquie indiana p vol 2 mexicochavezchivezeditorial salvador chavez hayhoe 1943o194319430 p 4boabo40

4gaspar4ogaspar antonio chi historicalhistorical recollections ed
trans M wells jakeman origins histhistory
mayas part 1 los angeles searchresearchbearch publishing company

1-971945lpP p 95
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although quetzalcoatl kukulcan brought cruelty
tyranny yucatan task establishing empire

land brought mayamay new era peace

architectural splendor during time reigned
yucatan empire chichen itza reached zenith glory

cultural achievement departure yucatan festivfestin
celebrated honor

among indians said
gone heaven gods account
regarded him god ffixed time him

should celebrate festival him
celebrqedcelebrated throughout land until destructionmayapan41

mexico quetzalcoatl kukulcan delfied
death god venus morning star

mother goddess aiso important pantheon

gods mother goddess apparently moon goddess

wifecrwife OP sometimes sister sun

patron textile workers presumed inventor weaving 4242.42

presided generation childbirthchildbirth4343 known

our grandmother mother gods 44 mexican

41landas41landas relacion de las cosas de yucatan ided citcatapcitap
p 157

42thompson42thompson moon goddess middle america
contributions american anthropology history vol V V nos
24 29j29 srwpresewop citcite ppap 29v29 132 see lopez dee 0

Ccogolludogol1udoCogol ludo ed
cit pep lgb

43sahagun43sahagun ad2ded citcite vol 1 ppap 262826 28

ethompsonwthompson44thompsonWT44 Thompsonhompsonhampson moon goddess middle america
contributions american anthropology history vol VsV nos
24293242924 29293 22op cit P 137 see tozzer op cit p 10
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theology mother goddess earth goddess mother

maize god 451 maya theology appears

same46same0samecsaneo goddess divination very

closely connected water47water 47 mexican area many

titles synonyms among them tlazolteotltlazolteotlo toci 9 xochiquetzalxoehiquetzalXochiquetzal
ixcuinasixcuina tetoinnan48tetoinnan among maya known ixchel

ix azal uoh49noh9noha likelihood innumerable female

figurines found mesoamericaMeso america used

fertility rites worship mother goddess

god death ongong important deities
mesoamericaMeso america god death known ah puchfuchbuch hunhauhunfau
among maya mictlantecuhtli among mexicans him

evil especially death emanated ruler
underworld hell 11 though prince

devils50devils 50

45vaillant45vaillant op sitritciteibelb p 182

46thompson46thompson p moon goddess middle america
contributions american anthropology history vol yV
nos 21124 29j29 OP cit p 141

47ssahagun idaidjedped cit ppo 27270

48vaillant48valliantvaillantvaillanvalliant Mop eit2eitelteita p 182 see thompson
moon goddess middle america contributions american
anthropology history vol V nos 242924 29 QPop eitsitelteitelt fpPP 127128127 128

49thompson49thompson moongoddessmoon goddess middle america
contributions american anthropology hihistory P vol VsV
nos 242429222929 92OP cit2citacitcito ppap 129132129 132

landailanda1 relacion de las cosas de yucatan ed cit
P 132
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mexican war godstwoGods Two very important mexican deities
tezcatlipoca huitzilopochtlihuitzilopochtlie events recounted

annals seemsthatseems introduction these two gods

aztecsazteca largely replaced old cult quetzaleoatlquetzalcoatl

tlalocblaloc 511

war god huitzilopochtli chief deity

tenochtitlan aztec capital sahagansahagunsahagusanagan describes him very

warlike great destroyer towns murderer many

people 527 especially connection worship

god human sacrifice practiced
tezcatlipoca god hard define sometimes

appears adversary quetzaleoatl toltec divinity
sometimes however quetzalcoatlquetzaleoatl depicted white

tezcatlipoca vaillant states under name feathered
serpent attributes powers tezcatlipoca

quetzaleoatlquetzalcoatl presided destinies cholula

central mexican city built large round temple
533gobodgodd quetzalcoatlquetzaleoatl

tezcatlipoca widely worshippedworshipped god whose powers

attributes shared others god presided four
directions54directions 54 sahagun speaks him invisible god went

5lvaillantvaillant 92op cit ppap 588958598 599

52sahagunSahagun52sahagun ed eltos vol ap1p1 pep 19196

53vaillant53vaillant pap2op elteitsitcit p 175017

54ibid544 ibid p 17517
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55places sky earth underworld

lesser gods innumerable lesser gods

Mesomesoamericamesoamerieaamerica gods upper lower

worlds gods elements earth air fire water

gods mountains volcanoes gods medicine disease
gods carnal vice gods twenty days numerals

katunscatuns twenty yearyeadyeap periods calendar tribal
gods gods fertility gods flowers dances songs

games gods potters weavers mat makers gods workers

wood soneaoneadne metalmetalsmetai gods banquet feasts well
56c

many gods connected sowing ripening harvest
cosmological theoltheological aspects ancient meso

american religionligion belief people

ancient mesoamericaMesoamerica that worlds each hadbeen
destroyeddestro7ed cataclysm preceded present order

577these destructions great floodfloods
excellent account creation world

related popol vuhauh nationalbooknational book quiquicheche maya 58

55 155sahagusahagunSahagun ed cit vol 1 p 21

56thomas56thomas joycejoyee mexican archaearchaeology new york QG P
putnamsputnamtsputnamsrPutnamts sons 1914 PP 101 0PV4

7 e57tlandsandes relacion de las cosas de yucatan 2.2edd cit t
PP 135 136

58popolpopol vuhauh ed citdit pop 89
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mexican account given modern interpreter ancient

pre columbian book aztecaaztecs codex tellerlanotelleriano remensisdemensis

speaking god tonacateeuhtli states god ft

appeared good him breathed divided waters

heavens earth first confused to-

gether 59disposed them now 7

world conceived having thirteen heavens

arranged layers lowest earth thesethes
heavens represented dwelling places gods creator

60god being highest nine underworldsunderworlds

arranged layers each presided nine gods

lower world bolontikuBolontiku miwamewamay nine lords
61night highland central mexico MW area

lowest layers mitnalmicnal presided ah puohpuch
626lord deathedeathsdeath nine underworldsunderworlds mexico called

mictlanmictlansmiculanMict lanolansianolanian ruled mietlantecuhtlimictlantecnhtli wife
63mictlancihuatlmictlaneihuatl sahagun describes paradise aideideldm d hell

writings designates type people assigned each
164degree glory

59spence59spence op citeitelteltocito P p 36

60morley60morley op citsaitscit p 216 see vaillant 92op cit 0 9.9

p 170

61roysaloystloys op clawsclawycit p 99 note 14
62morleypmorley op citciucluaitscits p 216

633vaillant63vaillant3vaillant 0 cit p 184

64sahameammateahagunteahagun9 ed citppeitspp 313319313 319
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although seemingly knowledge

resurrection body death thepeoplespeoples meso

america believed immortality boulandsoulboululand judgementjudgement

continual struggle between powers good

evil masmansnasnans destiny maya belief revealed landa

said future life divided good
bad lifeilfe painful full bf rest

bad painful vicious people while
good delightful those whwhojiad95 lived well

according manner living b

priesthoodthePriesthood priesthood very influential
class mesoamericaMesoamerica being powerful even nobility

high priests held keys religion maya

66area succeeded son nearest relative
priests taught sciences aadaidald wrote books landa

states high priest
him key learning md

these matters dedicated themselthemselvesves mostly 0

seldom dealt matters pertaining sacrifices
except time principal feglesfegltsfeasts very
important matters business 0

7

actually priests impersonated gods earth

valliant states priests charge worship

temple ritual each specific god goddess

65landals65landasLandals relacionrelaciobelaciofn dedo las cosas de yucatanyucatan ed citpcippcit
P 131

661bid661LL
ibidbid ppap 27 21521

671bid9ibid p 27
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ceremonies assumed dress divinity imper
68

sonatinasonatingsonating himhini earth same thing noted nayamavanava

area
casagasaoasacaba de las cabesas itzamalzamal dwelt

priests gods revered
extent lords aadend punished

rewarded obeyed great fear
asserted believed inwith bucheuch feamfearsuct9fearnothing incredible 9

Ttempletempie ritual lerejereceremoniesmoniesnonies throughout mesoamericaMesoamerica

rites ceremonies performed honor placate
gods needs sorts both individual group

general features ceremonies included pre-

liminary fasting abstinences selection priestly
divination auspicious day celebrate rite

designated day expulsion evil spirit
midst worshippersworshipper4shippersworwop incensing idols

offering prayers sacrificing living thing
order smear blood image god whose honor

ceremony held general feasting drinking70drinking 707

mostimportantimportant ceremonies centered around

commencement newhewnow year time old ceremonial

fires temples extinguished new fires lighted

68vaillant D cit p 186

69lizana69lizana t ed aitoscitoscit p 5

olandaqlanda7ftandatalanda belaciorelacionrelacion dedo las cosas de bucatayucatayucatann ed cit
p 138 see morley Mop eit0eitacit p 236
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temples renovarenovatedtedobedoledo houses refurbished new utensils
mademad 71 ceremonies celebration
eighteen months each onge having special patron deity

72peculiar ritesnitespites ceremonies wereperformedperformed maya area

erection katun stone monument end

each thirteen catunskatuns twenty tearyear periods73periods 73

array gods goddesses presiding
twenty days honored placated

ak7kappropriate time

templesT priesthood conducted importantimport ant

religious ceremonies places worship ortomplestemples temple

religious architecture therefore highly developed

definite evolution traced low altar platform

formative period high flat topped pyramid stepped

tower temple florescent ceremonial militaristic periods
pyramid serving pedestal base temple itself

top raising latter above common dwellings associated
buildings presumably housed temple staff paralleled

development temple thus came existence

73 vaillant Mop cit ppap 200 2ml2q1

72landas relacionrelaeion dedo las cosas dedo yucat4nyucatanYacatanyucatancetan ed cit
ppap 1511ll151isilsi 1igeiiguiF see vaillvaillant V 22op cltjclujcit ppap lgbigo 197

73morley73morley ar2rop cit p 241

74vaillant74vaillant Mop sicittst ppap 190191190 191
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ceremonialneeremonial center temple pyramids aldaidsadmidaad palaces

priest rulers grouped around plazaspiazas courts whole

placed great natural artificial terrace acropolis
temples erected house congregations

rather shrines gods principal ceremonies

conductedconductedatconductedat entrance temple top pyramid

full view spectators grouped balowinbelowinbelowbelov temple

plasaplaza
religious art symbolism closely associated

temple architecture sculptured religious ornamentation
temples themselves pyramids sculptured

figures saddesignsaadaidsadeldmid designs essentially symbolic main god

isslbs rainbainfain wind lifelire light god symbolism

pictorially expressed walls temples

sacred books robes aaaiddheadaheadhead dresses priestspriest9
ceremonial yanesvasesvanesyabes every lifeilfe formforncormnorm entering

embellishment temples palaces employed foritsboritsfop ils
significance religious symbolism builders whether

serpent jaguar bird monster nermanfirmanneaman figure human

figures priests representing principal deltydeitydelby identified
various masks symbolic emblems holmes

stresses significance symbolism ancient meso

amerleanamericanameriamerl ean religion following words

inaymay premisepromise very many purely
conventional designsdesign scrolls frets meanders

zigzagszigzags meanings hidden t uninitiateduninitiatedp coming
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down less conventional phases development
pretty certain even latest period

maya history various motives employed decoration
significant used

traditional appropriate associations
see life form even non graphic device

associated given structure may fairly assume
special significance aid function

connectionconnectiont55

75william75william H holmes archaeological studies among
ancient cities mexico anthropological series vol II11
chicago field columbian museum n d p 522



CHAPTER II11

mm OP lleeLIESlifs IK ancientAHCIENT mbsoamerica

distribution
cross shaped tree designateddesignatedbydesignatedwydby archaeologists

tree life symbolism yet howeverhowevers

bedefinitelydefinitely established newmew world representa-

tions occurs frequently religious art ancient
mesomesoamericaamerica poportrayedrtrayedstrayed sculptures native
hieroglyphic manuscripts codicodiceseebeesceb frequently re-

ferred early non hieroglyphic writings 0 f
sixteenth century

sculptured representations ancient meso

american tree life found especially maya area
palenque ancient maya city located usumacintaUsumacinta

valley present state ohiaChiaohlachiapaspabopaso comettecomethemethecome two best
known complete delineations symbol

these 0 arsfirstfrs tablet cross discovered
back wall temple since designated temple

cross second tablet foliated cross

temple foliatedfoliatedcrosscrosscrosb both these remarkable

sculptures date middle classic maya period

33
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precisely 692 D 1 original tablet
cross isnow display national museum mexico

2mexico city plaster cast tablet owned

department archaeology brigham young university
writer received answer written inquiries regarding

tablet foliated cross lack written material
subject seem indicate longer

existence
two sculptured representations less complete

above named containing essential features
symbol found maya area first
lintel 2 yaxchilanvaxchilanYaxVaxchilanchlian ancient city Usuttsumacintausumacintamacinta

valley chiapasohiGhiohl apas dates 692 D shortly
3J second found northern panel

temple wall panels building monjashonjas group

chichen itza dating mexican toltec period

eleventh twelfth centuries d4daD

representations tree life remarkably

similar these sculptured examples seen

imorleymorley 22op siepsitpcit ppap 63 33533

2jakemanjakeman private communication

3morley PPop cit ppap 3353333633533630336336

4karlkariakarlkarl ruppert temple wall panels contributions
american archaeology 3 wasiWadiwashwaddingtonwaaiingtonwadiingtonington Caconegiecarnegiecanegienebieneblenegie institution
washington 1931s1931 ppap 120121120 121 130
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surviving maya mexican hieroglyphic manuscripts codices

dating ceneencenturiestaniesturies immediately preceding european

conquest

three known maya codices two namely

codex dresdensisDresdensis codex tro cortesianus portray

called tree life Unfortunateunfortunatelylys nothing known

early history these manuscripts dresden codex dis-
covered vienna austria 1839 given royal
library now known state library dresden germany

where remains today5todaytodays although many years believed

aztec codex now established originated
peten region guatemala specifically vicinity

tikaleikal seibal piedras nebras during classic maya

old empire period carried yucatan maya immigrants

time fall oldempireoldoid empire 06 dr M wells jakeman

believes codex very probably copy recopy

late old empire transitional period manuscriptmanuseript 07 hence

5morleymorley opppap citpcitcipp ppap 297299297 299

aj6jJ antonio villacorta carlos villacorta codices
mayas dresdensisdresdonsis peresianusper6sianus tro cortesianus guatemala city
de la sociedadsociedadeSocie dad deae geografiaGeografia e historia de guatemala 19331 PP 898 9

am7mM wells jakeman origin history mayas
part 1 los angeles research publishing company 1945 p 18

evidence inclusion full longtlongalong count dates
found inscriptions later transitional period

lunar count feature later inscriptions
old empire further evidence dating orlaoriaorleoriginalinalinai
dresden manuscript adduced morleymcitpp299301morleyopcit pp29930l spinden
0op citp154statescitplh states codex ie extant copy maywaisomewfisomewfisome assurance assigned northern yucatan date

later 1200 D
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dating c 80098800985800 98598 D

codex tro cortesianus discovered spain
l86os18601s two separate sections proanotroanoTroano cortesianusCortes ianus

codices two sections now rejoined museum

archaeology history madrid codex said
guatemalan scholar villacorta maya origin

come peten region guatemala 80 although

actual date origin unknown believed pre

columbian probably late copy manuscript late
maya periodperiodsperiod99

symbymsymbolicbolie tree found ancient maya man-
uscripts actually quite different found sculptured
examples maya area mexican codices however

still clearly represented may shown carry
same significance representations fact
tree depicted these manuscripts extremely important

determining probable significance symbol

existence today hundred ancient
hieroglyphic manuscripts central mexico many

primarily religious content important these

belong codex borgia group include borgia

8villaeortaillaeorta villacorta op citescit pep 161769

9jakemansQ
jakeman origin history mayas part I1

op cit p 18
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fejervary mayer bologna caspicospi vaticanusVatic anus B 3773377313773l
laud codices facsimiles first four reproduced

10published expense joseph florimond duke loubat
origin nothing known paleographic studies reveal
probably originated zapotec mixtec area

11southern mexico codex boborgia preserved

ethnoetheoethnographicalgraphical museum vatican rome codex Feierpederpedenfejervaryvarvvary
mayer liverpool free public museum codex bologna

library university bologna codex vaticanusVatic anus

B library vatican romeromeandromeald32and codex laud
bodleian library 13 excellent representations tree

life found these ancient central mexican

manuscripts

component elements treetreeiree life symbol

complete representations tree life
symbol ancient mesoamericaMeso america contain number associated

low107107duardduardeduard seler codex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 trans hoH
keanekeariekearnekeanne berlin london published duke loubat
190219031902 1903 P

11spinden11spinden 0opP cit p 225 see edgar L hewett
ancient life mextdextmexico nan7 central america new york tudor
NEpublishinglishing company 1943 ppap 133134133 134

12vaillant12vaillant apppop cit P p 30430143014.

13zeliazellazeilazelia nuttall introduction codex nuttall
facsimile ancient mexican codex oancambridgebridge peabody
museum american archaeology ethnology 1902 p 11
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elements include tree itself bird monster

serpent serpentine details two personages

representations found sculdturedsculptured works

manuscripts contain these main features

others always least two see figure 3 page 42

complete best known example tablet
cross palFalpaipalenqueenque contains following symbolic

elements see plate I1 page 39

tree conventionalized tree form latin
cross brarbrazbranchesbrazichesiches somewhat conventionalized
reptilian details rests head monster
trunk tree used symbolic details symbols
hang arms cross cross like
branches tree itself forms central figure
group

bird top tree perches symbolicmbolie bird main
feature composition cross case
appears representation quetzal precious

sacred bird ancientzesoamericaancient mesoamericaMeso america bird appears
serpentserpentsts head serpents head mask prom

tail hang sunanddunandsunbun wind emblems andfromanufromfron neck thunder-
bolt symbol 14 underside wing conve-
ntionalized serpents head

monster base upon tree rests grotesque
anianimalsmaltsmaitsnalts head face mask containing planetary symbols
indicating probably celestial monster
type face frequently referred stistudiesidiesidles maya
art sun god mask

serpent either side arms cruciform tree
grotesque serpents head serpentine features figure

prominently foliage tree bird top
tree appears serpents head wear

serpents headad mask noted above con-
ventionalized serpents head under side wing

bird

14francis14 francis parry sacred maya stone mexico
symbolismolismholism london dulau company 10931693 P 35
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personages two personages either priests gods stand
either side conventionalized tree eachsach supported

body monster upon whose head tree stands
individual right apparently offering

symbolic bird object similar manikin scepter 151
individual left holds vertical staff

right hand symbolic glyphisglyphs appear clothing

15manikin15manikin scepter small upright grotesque figurafipurfigurp
flexible appendage form serpent ser

handle
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FIGURE 3

occurrence ELEMENTS OP

TREE OP LIFE SYMBOL ANCIENT mesoamericaMESOAMERICA

source tree bird monster serpent personages

sculptures

tablet cross x x x x x
dabletcablettablet cf misted Ccrossr0 x x x x x
temple ccf wall panel x x
lintellintol 2 yaxchilaiyaxehilai x x

danusermanusermanuscripts

codex dresden x x
codex tro cortesianuscorteslanus x x
codex fejervary mayermayor

tree east x x x
tree north x x x
tree west x x x x
tree south x x x x

codex borgia
tree east x x x
tree oftheodthe north x x x
tree west x x x
tree south x x x
tree center x x x x

codex vaticanusvatic anus B
tree east x x x
tree north x x x
tree west x x x
tree south x

codex laud x x x



CHAPTER III111illlilili
TREE ELEMENT

sacred tree present day native

relreireligion folklore mesoamericaMeso america

tree symbol figured conspicuously ancient
mesoamericanMeso american religion being given prominent place

native rites ceremonies even today yaxyax che

green tree usually ceiba revered
present day maya yucatan sign life

honor much same way ancestors honored

primal tree yax cheel cab green tree world

believe seven heavens above earthaeartheartho

directly above each hole center
according myth giant ceiba tree grows exact

center earth rears branches through

successive layers until reaches seventh heaven where

great god lives means tree spirits
dead ascend through several worlds until reach

1danieladanieldaniel G brinton myths new world
philadelphia david mckay publisher 1696tlo9bloab p 117

42
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topmost where remain forever 2

according maya folklore ceiba tree grew

valladolid cut down grew again having

four branches each cardinal point

cenotebenote well directly beneath hawk spirit
tree lived topmost branch 3

sacred tree ancient relreireligion
aceaccording early sixteenth ccentury sources

tree life played prominent part
religion ancient maya evident

sacred writings known us books chhlamchilam balam

books prophet balam written maya language

european script these books contain prophecies chronicles
fragmentary historical narrativenarrativessi rituals native catechismscatechi sms

accounts creation world almanacs medical

treatises believed many passages

contain originally transcribed older hiero-
glyphic manuscripts existence even

4late close seventeenth century

2alfredaalfredalfredaifred M tozzer comparative study mayas
lacandonesLacandones new torltore macmillan company7907scompany 19&7

P 154
3 ibidbid q p 15155

troys4roys Mop cit p 184



44

valuable these sacred writings
book chilamchhlam balam chumayelchumayel dating year

782178251782.517825lq2 book free intrusive bupBureupeuropeanopean

material ffound books chilamchhlam balan

written late date contains account symbol

tree sections dealing creation world

ritual ffourfounour world quarters prophecy

new religion
following account book chhlamchilam

balam chumayelChumayel creationrecreationre world

destruction flood setting gods

four trees abundance north south east

bestswestswest
then sky fall lahatlthat flood 6

fall down upon earth four gods four
baoabsbacabsbacans set brought destruction

world then destruction world
completed placed tree set order
yellow cockcook oriole then white tree abundance
set pillar sky set sign
destruction world white tree
abundance north then black tree abundance

set west black breasted picoy
sit upon then yellow tree abundance set

south symbol destruction world

51bid0ibidibadibld p 6 editor notes however although
book dated late 1782 language much

suggestive seventeenth century
6interpretationinterpretation suggested writer cf above

page 16 passage bacabsbacans destruction
earth flood
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yellow breasted picoy sit upon
yellow cockcook oriole sit upon yellow timid
mut then green tree abundance set
teeeee center of7the world record the destruction

worldworldlyworldl
four cardinal points very sacred re-

ligious beliefs peoples mesoamericaMeso america system

color symbolism connected these four directions
trees colors spoken ritual
four world quarters

0 0 9 red flint stone stone red
mucencabmuceneab red ceibacelba tree abundance arbor

set east red bullet tree
tree red zapotecapote tree red vine

white flint stone stone north
white ceiba tree abundance arbor

white mucencabmuceneab

black flint stone stone west
black ceiba tree abundance arbor1

yellow flint stone stone south
ceiba tree abundance yellow ceiba tree

abundance arbor yellow bullet tree
tree colored like yellow bullet tree
eancaamotescamoteaeanoteamoteameanoteaca otesoteaobea colored like yellow bullet treetreem

wildwila pigeons turkeys 0

prophesying new religion prophet desig-

nates first tree world sign hunabhunag ku

supreme creator god maya

7bookobookbook chilean balambalem chumayelChumayel ed trans
ralph L roys washington carnegie institution washington
1933o193319330 PP 9910099 100

bibidqlbid8ibid v p 64
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prophecy chhlamchilam prophet balam
singer cabal chen mani day 13 ahau
katun twenty year periodperiodjperiods end time
itzasbitzas time tancahnancah mayapancayapanMayapan cohloh lord

sign hunabhunag ku high raised wooden
standard shall come shall displayed world

world may enlightened lord
corfon shall J beginning strife fon
shall beibej beginning rivalry priestly man
shall come bring sign god ethe time
come lord quarter league league away
comes you see mut bird surmounting raised
wooden standard new day shall dawn north

west itzamnaitzaina kauilkabil shall rise our lord comescomess
fohlfoh itzasbitzas let us exalt sign high let
us exaexaltlt may gaze upon today
raised standard great discord arises today

first cor greengreenjgreena tree world restored
displveddisplayed world sign hunaghunab ku
highhighehigh7
landas reference same prophecy makes clear
raised wooden standard actually sacred tree

same way mexican nation signs
prophecies coming spaniards
destruction power religion did
population yucatan years before adelantadoAdelantado
montejo conquered them mountains manimanis

province tutultatul xiu indian named
ah cambalgambal means duty
giving answers god announced
them publicly soon subjected
foreign race preach them god

power tree language
called nahomuahom che means tree erected great

91bid9ibid ppap 167168167 168 interpolated explanations
slight emendations writer clarification

early spanish missionaries believed raised wooden
standard cross editor chumayelChumayel roys
suggests mythological tree
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virtue against evil spirit 10

third reference prophecy found

account native sixteenth century historian antonio

chi

few years before spaniards came conquer
land mani priestspriest named chilamchhlam
balam whom held great prophet divineruiszis personage told them within short time

come direction sunrise
white bearded people bring
raised sign like gods
able approach shun people

master land those received
them peace render harm those
made war them kill natives

land abandon idols worship
god whom people worshiped preach

tributary them cotton
mantle woven told them kind

tribute give them
commanded lord mani named mochan xiu

should offer mantle idols order
mightymightvmightnight e guarded preserved memorial

caused sign cross others
made worked stone placed courts

temples where seen said
green tree world many

people came see novel thinthingft appears
venerated time 11

contemporary reference sacred tree made

early spanish missionary avendanoAvendaheofioeho y loyola visited
maya itzasbitzas peten region southern yucatan

169536953.695

llgaspargasparcaspanllGasparcaspar antonio chi ed cit p lol101iolloiiok104lok
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continued our way peten itza situated
middle said lake well midst

islands petensbetens shore
landing placplacee situated house said petty king

distance half quarter league
middle open street stands fragment

column round stone circumference each
part three quarters yard across

quarter high made stones placed top
each mortar lime cah cab usually
used purpose middle filled
bitumen like table round pedestal
upon set foundation maidstonesaidstonesaidsald stone
column stands toward west stone mask
very ill formed together stone column
petty king rest family worship i said
column called name worship
yax cheel cab means language first
lonlor greenigreenbreen tree worldworlds w understood

old songs wish known
worship tree whose fruit our
first father adam ate language called
ixanom 0 &1212.1212

read tree life writings

ixtlilxochitlixtlilzochitlp grandson aztec king tezcocoTezcoco

historia chichimecachichimecanchichimeca states
came land ancient times man whom

called quetzalcoatl others huemac
greateat virtues esesteemingesteamingteaming him just holy good9ecause teaching them works words
way virtue helping them avoid vices sins
giving them laws good doctrine restrain them

unrighteous pleasures dishonesty instituted
thefastthelastbhe fast first worshiped set

cross called quiahuiteotlchuahualizteotlquiahuiteotlehuahualizteotlp

12andrandreses de avendanoavendasoavendaffoAvendaylodaSodaffo y loyola relaci6nrelac16nrelacion de los entradasestradasentradas
que hizehizghiag al conversi6nconvers16nconversion de los gentiles ytzaesytzaess ed trans

philip ainsworth means history conquest
yucatan itzasbitzas papers peabody museum
american archaeoarchagoarchaeologyI1 agyogy ethnology harvard university vol VII
cambridge 4 published museum 19171917s P 13135
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others tonacaguahuititonac aqubhul11 sayseys god
rains health tree sustenance life 13J

brinton states mexican tongue cross

bore significant name tree our life tree our

flesh tonacaguahuitltonacaouahuitl represented gods

141rain health archaeologist holmes con-

clusionclusion studying cross shaped tree sculptures

native writings cross cross like tree
15common origin discussing origin

early almeeolmecolmee people according sixteenth century sources

mexican scholar miguel covarrubias makes interesting
statement tree life

olmecsolmeesokmees supposedly originated chicomoztocchicomoztoop
place origin literally seven caves

ancestors seven tribes populated earth
came forth home tamoanchantameanchansTamotanoanchan place
bird snakesnakes u interpreted either historical
spot somewhere state morelos mythical
utopia sort earthly paradise symbolized

13fernando13fernando de alva ixtlilxochitl historia chichimecanchichimecachiehimecaChichimecamece
ed alfredo chavero obras historicashistoricusHistoricas de alvalvaaiva ixtlilxochitlaixtlilxoehitl
vol II11 mexico oficinaofieinaofficina tip de la secretarialsecretariaseeretariaSecretarlaaria de fomento
1892 ppap 232423223 242 llego esta tierra un hombre quien
llamaronllamaron Quetzalquetzalcoatlquetzalcoatlati y otrosbotros huemachuemae por sus grandes virtudes 9.9

teniendoloteniendolo por justo santo y bueno ensenandolesensenandbles por obras y
palabraspalavraspalabras el camino de la virtud y evitandoles los viciosvlciosvicioso 7
pecadospe cados dando leyes y buena doctrinadoetrinadoctrinedocdoe trinabrina y para refrenarlesrefrenarles de
sus deleitesleitesdelaitesde y deshonestidades les instituyo el ayunoaguno y el
primero quequo adora y colococoloeocolomeo la cruz que llamaronllamaron quiahuiteotl
chicahualizteotlchieahualizteotl y otrosbotros tonacaquahuitl que quire declrdeciradecir dlosdios
de las lluvias y de la salud y arbol del sustenososteno 0 de la vida

3 4brintonsbrinton opPP cit p 113
1 illiamwilliam H holmes art shell ancient

Ameriamerlamericanscane second annual report bureau ethnology
188018811880 l88l washington government printing office 10031663 p2lp271pal
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bleeding tree life kreetree exerexcretedetedebed white juigejulge
perhaps theltheithelgabberbhe

10gabberdubbenrubberdabbed treetraetreatraa okmeesotmecsolmees derived
name

sacred tree ancient hieroglyphhieroglyphichieroglypc manuscripts

tree life occupies prominent position
ancient hieroglyphic literature mesoamericaMeso america these

writings tree element conventionalized
manner resemble crosbcrosseross many instances
branebrancheshebhes terminate clusters symbolic fruit

dresden codex maya area contains nineteen

different representations ef sacred tree three these

depict entwined serpent 17 toward each approaches

godbod sacrificed bird offering outstretched hand

see plate II11 figure 1 page 511 first deity thus

approach identified schellhas godogodagod KOK possibly

delfied quetzalc6atlquetzale6atl kukulcan benevolent deity well dis
posed mankind closely related 60418go&18god B probably

18ifttaatragreat god itzamnaitzamnfiitzainaItz amna second deity god

lomiguel16mlouelloMiguel covarrubias mexico south new york alfred
knopf 19m19li b ppap lik114ilk114115411411115411

17the dresden codex william gates edition baltimore
maya society john hopkins university 1932

ppap 262826 28

18paulaqtq
pawlpaulpaal schellhasschellhass representations deitieswamaya manuscripts papers peabody museum american

archaeology ethnology vol IV 1 cambridgetCambridget
published museum 19041904s p 33330
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death godogod represented maya manuscripts

greatfrequencygreetgreatbreet frequency association trI1 tree lefealifealife
hard explain unless concerns connection

birth 19 godgod DOD connected birth third
god represented fewkes considers god itzaamaitzannItzaameama 202

believed closely allied gods K wemNBOmemB

GOG sun god possibly separated theuthemthen

independent deity 21 thus eppeappeappearsarsaps thatugodthettheb god B

K DOD manifestations closely connected

tree life thisgodbodgod important
maya pantheon andis probably like dwD iden-

tified itzamnaitzannaoitzainaItzamnaannao 22 schellhas states must

universal deity whom varied elements natural
phenomena activitiwareaetivitieemre subjectsubjectssubbubseetjeetsect 232 appears fourteen

timeaintimeatimes dresden codex seated sacred tree see

plate II11 figure 21 page 511 associated vith him

cisehellhasschellhas op cit9citclupcita p 11

201bid20120ibidbid p 3335 gates states gomesta man-
uscript gives unequivocal identification god B
aitianaitianaitskrma williamgatewilliam Gategatesgales gomesta manuscript baltimore t

maya society publication ho 222 1935193 manuscript
however doubtful authenticity

2lsehellhasschellhas appp eitelt p 23

221bidpibid p 18

23ibidjvbid ppap 171817 18
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serpent symbol early priest god quetzalcquetzalcoatloati
ax symbol hieroglyphic signssl gnsagns four

cardinal directions
tree life depicted once

codex connection sacrifice human being

instance tree itself conventionalized cross

shape found sculptured works maya area

writer unable explain significance sacri-
ficial scene

illustration codex tro cortesianus des

scribedascribed tableau bacBaebacansbacabsbaeabsabbabs shows tree
life here seen emerging celestial

vase W symbol earth believed archaeologist
G B gordon derived serpent1s1jawqserpents jaw

thus probably connected quetzalcoatl 244 two gods

possibly creative deities seated either side see

plate 111IIIill page 544

turning central mexican hieroglyphic Uteraliteratureture

find codices region containing series
representations tree bifeltlifeltlifedicedlce suggest nerosscross

tablets palenque sacred tree maya Codicodicescesees

246G B gordon serpent motive ancient
art central america mexico transactions&transactions free museum

service art vol 1 part 3 Miphiladelphiaadelphia univeruniversityitty
pennsylvania 19059190igo p llo340140ilo110
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symbolic cruciform trees representing four quartersonquartersquartersofquartersorsof
earth shown pages 17 18 codex vatieanusVativaticanuseanus

B page 1 codex feiefe jervaryryfiryservary mayernayer pages 494.949kg 52

codex Bborgia see plate IV figure 1 plates V VIOVI

pages 57s7 588 599

tree easaeast three these man-
uscripts painted bluesblue blue green codex

vaticanusvaticvabievable anus B codex fe servaryiervaryjervadyary nayermayer crosstrosstroasdross shaped

branches terminate flowers while codex bodborborgia

terminate jeweled disks colored belisbillsbalsbaisbekis

around flowers codex vaticanusvaticanusanub B

tree northworth thesethemethebe manuscripts

painted green half green half bluesblue althvlthwl th additional
black lines circles codex vaticanusVaticanus B

fejsrvfe j ervaryarvary mayer borgia manuscriptsmanuscriptst stem branches

these two codices contain eelisallmallsailsali flowers while

vatioanusvaticanusVatic anus B branches end flowers colored balls
third tree tree westweat varies

color two previously discussed codex borgia
yellow brown codex vaticanusvabicvatiVatic anusanub B white

red strips codex fejfirvfirype jervapy nayermayermer ia white

branches tree vaticanusvatiesnusVaticanus B appear bear fruitsfruit
while steensteinstem painted characteristic manner

painting maize god true borgia
codex stemstein thetreebreetree fejervaryfeji6rvary mayer young
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sprouts shooting branches tipped long

pointed objects

tree south fourth tree depicted

these manuscripts vaticanusvaticanugVaticanvabicVaticanusenusug B apparently

feathery palm fejefejerbeje6rvvaryaryady mayermayor blue white

branches tipped flowers similar those found

tree north 0 borgia tree painted

red stem studded branches thorns similar
tree north small flowers appear various

parts stemstaasten large round flowers terminate
branches even these flowersareflowersanesaresene crowned thorns

codex borgia contains tree center
compare passage quoted above page 3 mebameqamavmaynav book

ohliachilamchilachhlamm balam chumayelChumayel describing setting
foursoursoud direction trees abundance green tree
abundance center worldlworldlyworldl rises crom

body earth goddess lying among spines

crocodile earth monster trunk emerges

disk water close foot tree two large
ears maize while end trunk branobranabrancheshes

ears maize

numerous representations conve-

ntionalized sacred tree mexican codices these
shown plate IV figure 2 page 577



577

cn
E 4
plapl4fM

0
bab0

E 4

fc E 4

E 4

0

cj



588

PLATE V

0

CRUCIFORM TREES OP FOUR directions j
CODEXCOHEX PEJERVARY MAYER
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CRUCIFORM TREES FOUR directions CENTERcenters
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sacred tree sculpturessculpture
many illustrations thae sacred tree ancient

mesoamericaMeso america outstanding examples found

sculptures maya area

tree depicted tablet cross

palenque highly conventionalized having straight sided
trunk cross arms exact form latin cross

identity further obscured profusion symbolic

ornaments see plate I1 page 39

tree rests upon head grotesque being
probably celestial monster flower emblem sun

base tree monsters forehead 25

either side monsters head sign ahau

20 named days maya calendar slal ga

means lord king ruler parry interpretsinterpretspreta
hieroglyphics left base indicating heavens

clouds rain those right starry heavens 26

leaves seeds maize plant emerge base

tree within trunk tree what appears

large maize leaf above probably kernels maize

cross arms tree each consists highly

22525parryparry 92op clasclaocit p 225
26ibid
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conventionalized grotesque serpent head issue
what apapi ar stamens plantplantspiant

summit tree perched serpentaserpent

bird sun wind emblem hanging tail
thunderboltathunderbolt emblem hanging neck 27

either side tree small maskedfiguremasked figure
top staff pole made many symbolic elements

maize leaves appear emerge head each these

figures manikin scepseepbeepsceptersterstorstons

sacred tree tablet foliated crossgrossorossgnoss

very similar tablet cross

itis alsohighlyaiso highly conventionalized composed enyitanygitany sym-

bolic elements see plate VII page 62 foliage however

definitely reveals representation maize

plant itstandsstands head agrotesquegrotesque monster faces
emblematic sun appear trunk ontheanthe cross

arms leaves maize plant curled give ser-
pentine appearappearanceanceeanceo identification tree
maize plant leads identification themore highly

conventionalized tree tablet cross probably

maize plant since few leaves do appear connection
wi th

identification these two trees maize plants

271bid271ibidbid p 31434
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strengthened compared foliated equal

limbed cross maize leaves wall panel copan see

plate VIIIVIIIV page 64 tips these leaves toosbootoowoo

serpentine appearance front cruciform plant
long nose masked figure evidently priest godgodsbod hold-

ing bowl maize hand

lintel 2 sculpture yaxehilan shows two priests
holding cruciform wands ceremonial staffs like
trees aboawoahoaboveve named sculptures contain symbolic fruit
serpentsymbolsserpent symbols bird perched atthebhe summit see plate
IXIILlil figure 1 page 69 seems evident wand

staff originated sacred tree symbolsymbols

representation
trees shown wall panel much later

mexican maya temple wall panels chietenchiehenchieh6n ilskitaaitsk
quite naturalisticallynaturalisticallymily represented burdened

down symbols nor do bear symbolic fruit do

however bird perched top each jaguar

probably identified grotesque monster

palenque tabletstabletss near see plate UsIX figure 2 page

6506
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PLATE IX

pifigpigg 1

fig 2
CRUCIFORM ceremonial STAFFS SYMBOLIC TREES



CHAPTERCHAIMER IV

BIRD EUEMENTHTIMMNT

birds given very prominent place religi-
ous symbolism ancientmesosmericaancient nesoMesonebomesoamericaamericaemerica represented

glyphisglyphs codices upon sculptured monuments

symbolic decorative purposes

birds sometimes shown naturally
often represented vague grotesque manner

sometimes approaching humanshuman semesometimestimesbimes serpent
type many instances supplied ear plugs

nose plugs teeth 1 latter identical those
shown serpents jaw therefore teeth

long nosed god god B romanbomanronlan nosed god god D

2probably teeteethth god K interest
connection note Spspindenindents statement both god

B god D strongly defondeformeddefonnedned teeth cogolludoCogolludo

gives characteristics itzemna3Itzibnitzamnaitzainaamna curled object

similar serpentsserpentsf mouth often appears

spinden op citolt p 78

21bidosbid apoppoappp 63 64

3ibidbibidbide p gge69

66
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back mouth bird found

mouth 0f god b4ba

bird r native mythology f
early sixteenth century writingswri bingstings

bird played important part mythology

people ancient mesoamericaMeso america mexican legend huitzilhultzilHuithultzil
opochtli great tribal deity aztecsaztecsjazteca described

leading people northern country aztlan
form little bird depicted manuscriptmanuscriptsss

great god appearance humming bird wearing

mantle made itaibslbs feathers5feathers 5 macuilxochitl god song

dance represented bird headdress 60 dead

warriors accompanied sun journey turned
humming birds7birdsa

maya book chilamchhlam balam chumayelChumayel gives

description creation world setting
trees different birds sit upon following

passage already quoted chapter 111IIIlii
repeated here part present connection

48chellhasschellhas op citowcito9citeitelt p16pigp 16 see spinden oj
citscitaits pap4p 64

5spencejspence op sltessiteycit PPPPO lal61618lal8
6thompsonethompsonthompsonthonpson moon goddess middle america

contributions american anthropology hihistory I1 vol VPV
nos 24 29 opiop cit p 141lipiiaila

77ibid see torquemada op cit p 53030
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then destruction world completed
placed tree set order yellow cockcook

oriole then black tree abundance set
west blackblaek breasted picoy sl t upon

then yellow tree abundance set south
symbol destruction world

yellow breasted picoy sibsitsl t upon yeyellowlow cockcook
oriole sit upon yellow timid mutomute 0 0

mut bird again spoken prophet balam

chapter dealing katun prophecies

cometh white circle sky fair
skinned boy heaven white wooden standard
shall descend heaven you shall see dawn

new day you slashashallshalishail11 see mut bird9birdebindebirda 9

bird perched upon standard
similar mannermamermannenmamen birds palenque tablets evident

prophecies new religion same bookbooks you

see mutmot bird surmounting raised wooden standard taluttlu10

recorded book incident
sun turned himself humming bird sucked themthel

flowers taken house moon

goddess thustausthue opportunity obtaining
11hiahla wife moon goddess later deserted husband

8Qbook chilamchhlam balam chumayelChumayel ed cit p 100
mut referredref et 0o r fapassage1asagessage means firnDird mayan

oholchol chontal tzoltzil languages see roysboys op citeiteltp 148348 note 6 note words phrases enclosed T uadiamondm6ndmand
brackets supplied translator roysboys
another source

9bookobookbook chiharachilamchilara balam chumayelChumayel ad2dedwede citeitelt p 14814.8

10ibidqibid p 167

1libidpibid p 138
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sun god eloped king vulture 12

birds hieroglhieroglyphicic danusermanusermanuscripts

bird prominently featured religious
ceremonies dealt ancient mesoamericanMesoamerican hieroglyphic

manuscriptsmanuscriptst association number deities well
symbymsymbolicbolie elements

possible brief study discuss

oftheodthe numerous appearances bird these man-
uscripts writer chosen therefore concentrate

greater part study bird symbol hiero-
glyphic writings maya area main reason

selection being these writings early date

treat religion relatively unelaborated form

later mexican writings treat c orruptedcorrupted religion
symbolism them therefore soreaborearealiablesorealiablerealizablereanealiable inter-
pretativepretative purposes

birdsbinds maya manuscripts

several varieties birds deprerepresentedsenteddented

extant maya manuscripts these appear

definitely assdeiatedasso hateddated religious ceremonies

great gods while others lesser significance many

121
thompson moon goddess middle america n

contributions american anthropology history vol V
nos 24 29 op aitoqitocit P 131355-0o
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bird forms appearing manuscripts cannot surely

identified obscurity representation
characteristicseharacteristic6do do conform those

known living ip eciesdecies region codex trotre coroor

teatemteaianuatemianusianuslanus bird appearing top staff carried
god FOF identified schellhas thogodthegodbhe god war human

sacrifice closely related death godagod 131 un-

identifiable bird appearing headdress
same god 34

birds identifiableinidentifiable mayamanuscriptsmayanaya manuscripts include

heron frfrigateigateagate birdbindbira ocellated turkey king vulture black

vulture harpy eagle yacatanhornedowlyucatan horned owlgwi yucatan screech owl

moan bird quetzal blue macaw

heron thefewbhe few water birds shoshownwn

maya codicodiceseebeesceb jaj9 apparently religious significance since
head neck appear dresden codex headdress

unidentified god H see plate X figure 1 page 71971 151

sometimes called young god way related
1016serpent appears god aqbqB carries

13schellhas pkop aitoqitocitciz p 252

14codexcodex tro cortescorteslanus william gates edition codex
madrid maya sochetsocietysociet publication 21 baltimoretBaltimoret
maya elebysocietycleby 1933tt1933 ppap 20 v 27

15codexcodex dresdensisdreadensisDresdenDreadensis edld eibsitelbeibeitelb pop 36

16sehellhasschellhas 92op eitoreitojeitelt ppap 293029 30
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lighted torch hand andaninstrumentinstrument staff ending

head heron 17

frigate bird long winged sea bird deeply

forkedtailforked tailtalltali long beak twice pictured manuscript

offering sacrifice place ocellated turkey

usual sacrificial bird both instances whole bird
given ani offeringanioffering representation

kan sign sign maize bread ac-

companies every sacrifice10sacrifice18sacrifice 1018 turnisburnturn bowl

jar mdaid seconditconditsecondiasesecond grotesque animal head

three kan signsedenssaens bowl 199 vaillacortaVaillacorta identified
person shown sceneseene chao rainbain god

see plate XII page75page 757 20

frequently seen manuscripts ocellated
turkey SMallersnaileraileralier bird true turkey characterized

curious erect knobs top oraofa naked head 21

usual bird sacrifice manuscripts

noted head alone usually appears inthis conneeconnectiontion 22

17codex dresdensisDresdensis jded olloil p 37

ibid pop 353

19cocodexdex tro cortesianuscortesitestanus ed cit POp 4

20villacorta villacorta op cit p 293
21tozzer lilenalienallen op citeitcatcaa p 326
22codex dredensisDredensis d alitJK ppap 28 29 34 codex

tro corbesCortescortesianuslanusianus ed cit POp 12
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head rests kan sign meaning bread

bowl jar offering head bread

recordrecordedhd writings landa offer him

abhatqbhat yax cocahcocab mut itzamnaitzainaItzamna heads turkeys

bread drinks maitemaizemalzemalte n23J decapitated bird held
god appraoches tree life offering

believed ocellated turkey those taking
part these sacrificial scenes god B god kpK god

24god D whom previously identified see

plates TJ XII pages 51 757

ocellated turkey used headdress

instance whole bird thus employed
252where birth baptism shown headdressesaddresses

god death god god C far unidentified P god E

maize god counterpart centeotlgenteotl mexican maize god

god H unidentified consist head

shoulders bird see plate bipxipXI figure 2 page 744
26

bird headdressesaddresses deities

23landas23landaLandas relacionrelaciobelacion de las cosas de yucatan ed cit
P 14514

2ikodexruodex dresdensisDresdensis ad2ded cit ppap 2522825282 28

25codexcodex tro cortesianus ed cit p 959

26codexcodex dresdensisDresdensis ed eitsiteltyeltcit v ppap tv7 11 13913 23
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ocellated turkey apparently connected

rain maya manuscript tro cortesianuscortesianias
27pictured rain see plate X figure 2 page 71

two mexican manuscripts represented
house rain a282 disguise tlaloctlalocsblaloc rain

godgod2929

king vulturevultures common birds
depicted manuscripts aad elsewhere largeblacklargelarbe mackhackblackulack

white birdwithoutbird without feathers head upper part
neck except short bristlelikebristle like plumulesplumules

rostral knob serves ready means identification
conventionalized figures0figurea30figuresfigurea 300

bird pictured three occasions dresden

codex god human body vulture head see plate apxpX

figure 6 page 71 31 these instances
associated rain much same manner

27codex tro cortesianuscortesianust ed cit p 10

28codexcodex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 codex VaticVativatievaticanuvaticanusvaticanocanuanusanubanas B ed edward
seler eng trans keaneKeankeaneberlineBerlinberlin london published

duke laubatcaubat 190219031902 1903 p 28

29the tonalamatl aubin collectioncollections ed edward
seler eng trans keane berlin Elondonntoii published

duke laubatcaubat 190019011900 1901s1901 p 33

303tozzer30tozzerTozzer allenalienailen apppop cit p 329

3lcodexcodex dresdensisDresdensis ed cit ppap 8 13 19
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3230
ocellated turkey see plate X figure 3 page 71

appears three times headdress once

god F god war human sacrifice twice

whole bird womeninwomen scenes connected baptism

naming children see plate XI figure 1 page 71 tor
bird headdressesaddresses women 33J

black vulture readily recognized
34long reptorialrectorialreptorial beak black color usually shown

35connection death bird prey

perched upon tree above scene ofhumanhuman sacrifice
36dresden codex apparently consuming victim

bird enemy theharvestharvest evidenced

eating kan sign sign maize apparently

just sown god B instance held
377hand god F another instance attack serpent

dresden codex further evidence role bird
388preppepreypneyYO

3ibid321bidjbibid p 38038

33codexcodex trocortesianus ed cit ppap 94 959

34tozzer34tozzer alienallenailen op cit p 331

35codex trotrogortesianuscortesianus ed cit ppap aj2j2424. 26 1.2124242.12 86
codex dresdensisDresdensis ed cit ppap 3 86786

36codex3codex dresdensisDresdensis ed aitoscitoscit pop 3

37codexcodex troctro Ccortesianusortesianusortesontes lanusianus ed citaitscits ppap 28 36

38codex0
codex dresdensisDresdensis ed cit op pop 36
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black vulture used once headdress

woman connection idea birth 397

once shown sitting knee god B see plate XOX

figure 4 page 71 L 40 knee god D although

possible king vulture41vulture 41

seen god M god traveling merchants probably
war god usually armed spear see plate XIIIXII

figure 2 page 7427.42754275.427427542

harpy earleeagleearie characterized representatiorrepresentation
elongated feathers back neck form

conspicuous crest bird seemingly associated
warriors manuscripts god M twice depicted

43eagle headdress eagle used headdress
god L armed warlike attitude depic-

tion dresden Codexcodexwcodex4444 god D however

bird head45head instance eagle seen

39ibid391bid39391ibidbid p 17

4oibid40lbid p 69

4lcodexcodexgodex tro cortesianus jded citowcitopciciuclu b p 67067

442ibid42ibid p 70 see schellhas op 2itssitsaitscit p 36
tozzer alienallenailenklienkilen apppop cit p 335

ocodexcodex dresdensisDresdensis ad2ded cit p 74741 codex tro
cortesianusCortes ianus op cit0citcita p 109

acodex4jcodex dresdensisDresdensis tded citeitlithit ppap 14 464
45ibid45ibid p 23
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prow boat rowed god B see plate X figure 5

page 71713646kg46.46

screech owl moan bird until recently
identified death americanists hohoweverwevers

international conference americanists held new york city
september 19491949 brought mesoamericanistamericanistMeso

thompson maya screech owl moan bird actually
represents rain another owl representative
deathdeath47deatha747

horned owl represents death very impo-
rtant maya pantheon gods frequently representing
death god known ah puch hunhauhunfau like king vulture

bird appears several occasions human body

occupying space usually occupied regular gods

headdress bird used women

those occasions where birth baptism naming child-
ren depicted49depicted 49 occasion shown

man tro cortesianus codex where found

461bidopibid p 43

47jakeman47 jakeman private communication

48codex4qcodex dresdensisDresdensis ed citpp ap7p7 10 11 codex tudTPPeppeupevv
cortesianusCortes ianus ed cit p U66

49codexcodex dresdensisDresdensis ed cit ppap 16 18 codex tro
cortesianusCortes ianus tded cit op Pp9tpat95
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perched frame like structure within god B

sitting0sitting50sittingssitting 500

sacred quetzal bird readily recognized

manuscripts erect head feathers long tail feathers
times these two features used separately represent

bird tail feathers especially being frequently used

plumes headdress priests warriors51warriorswarriorsj51

bird used sacrifice rites
four years 52c- it seen eating fruit god H

young bodogodgodobodsodo see plate XII figure 2 page 755375.5375537

instance perched head god c54c4ca used

headdress god E god fvF god H scenes show-

ing birth naming children used
55headdress women see plate XI figure 1 page 74

blue macaw characterized long narrow tail
feathers heavy bill series scalelikescale like markings

face eye 560

50codexcodex tro cortesianus 212.121sged rigepritepcit pep 73730

5lcodexcodex dresdensisDresdensis ed cit p 20

52codexcodex tro cortesianus 2edd citowcitopcit pop 3693

531bid531ibidbid p 70

54ibidpibid p 100

551bid551ibidbid p 94 codex dresdensisDresdensis ed cit0citcita p 16

56tozzer56tozzer allenalienailen op cit P p 343



81

tills bird used headdress god F god

war sacrifice instance maya man-

uscripts whole bird appears headdress

womenwomenswomen57womenf57 macaw appears headdress god H

god E god D god F womengomen where children born

baptized see plate XI figures 1 2 page 744 58Q

evidently great religious signification
connection headdress worn both male

female figures same bird often appearing several

diffdifferenterent gods

birds mexican manuscripts

birds play very prominent role mexican

manuscripts appearance tops cruciform

trees four directions center several
manuscripts borgia group bears startling similarity

appearance birds tops cross shaped

trees maya sculptures see plates IV VOV VI pages 577

58s58 59

birds these manuscripts differ those
maya sculpture however convention-

alized nor do bear symbolic emblems respect

57codex37codex tro cortesianuscortesianuss ed nitoscit pop 26

581bid05ibidbibid ppap 26326 94 codex dresdensisDresdensis ed cit ppap
11 12 14179 17 1.1 19
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similar birds trees pictured

north wall panel mexican period temple wall
panels chichen itzaitzi

codex borgia codex vaticanusvatic anus 3m3 B

codex fejebejefejervaryrvaryarvary mayer birds perched direction
trees correspond except two instances quetzal bird

represented three manuscripts tree
east eagle tree north tree

west codex fej9rv6ryfe 1.1 erv ary mayer codex vaticanusVatic anus 3773

bumminghumming bird shown same tree codex

boborgia however bird although color humming

bird seems eagletseagleteagless head tree south
topped parrot codex fej6rvkryfe j ervarymry mayer arara

codex borgia strangely enough jaguar

codex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 0

prominent bird mexican manuscripts

eagle among aztecsazteca eagle jaguar indicated
brave warriorswarriorss 59 aubin manuscript warrior godsgodogod

tlacochcalco yaotl wears eagles head 600 sign

fifteenth day mexican calendar eagle

sixteenth ring eagle known king
61vulture

59the tonalamatl aubin collection ed citcite 0.0 p 13
601bidooolbiaolbidOlbid p 32
6ledwardedward seler tonalamatl aubin collection

op sielteitcit1 tyt y p 13
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FIGURE

FUNCTIONS BIRDS MAYA manuscripts

headdress headdress birthbirths baptism
birds sacrifice gods women naming

heron X

frigate bird X

ocellated turkey X X X X

king vulture X X X

blackblaek vulture X X X

harpy eagle X

horned owl X X

screech owl X X

quetzal X X X

blue macaw X X X
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FIGURE 6

BIRDS GODS
THIRTEEN HOURS DAY

number bird god

first white blue hummingbumming tlauizcalpantecutlitlauizealpantecutli god
bird morning star

second green humming bird ixtlilton death god

third falcon macuilxochitlmaeuilxochitl xochipilli
flower prince

fourth quail xipe totectoteeskotees our lord
flayedclayed

fifth eagle tlacochcalcotlacochcaleo yaotl
warrior

sixth screech owl uauantlluauantli god dead
warriors

seventh butterfly xiuhtecutli fire god

eighth striped eagle tlalocblaloc rain god

ninth turkey tlalocblaloc rain god

tenth long eared owl tezcatlipocatezeatlipoca chief god
mexico

eleventh guacamayaGuacamaya macuilxochitlmacuilxoehitl xochipillixoehipilli
flower prince

twelfth quetzal cinteotl corn god

thirteenth parrot xochiquetzalXochiquetzal goddess
flowers
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series thirteen birds serves thirteen
hours day codex borboniceisBorboniceis codex borgia
already discussed aubiaaubih manuscript see plate XIII

62ppage 87 these birds aubin manuscript disguise

certain deities 630 selesselers identification them

gods represent summed figure 6 page 858 64

birds represented mexican manuscripts
numerous instances examples thesetheses see
plate XIV page 88

birds sculptures
impossible overestimate ceremonial

artistic importance birds sculptured monuments

ancient Mesomesoamericamesoamerieaamerica shown altars stelae
wall panels almost every instance close associa-
tion serpent significant religious
symbols sacred tree grotesque animal

jaguar priest god representing deity
several varieties birds shown sculptured

art stucco ornament palace house B

palenque ionglong necked bird crest curiously con

621bid621ibidbid p 26

631bidibid V p 31

ibid641ibadibldjd ppap 313431 34
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ventionalizedvenfionalized wings evidently heron crested heron

standing foot holding fish bill found

carving temple cross palenque 650

wall panel same temple heron like bird
frog beak crowning ornamentation conve-
ntionalized face identical sun mask kinich abhauauhau

6600 used head-

dress

names itzainaitzamnaitzamn&Itz amna heron

warriors pictured mexican maya

temple tigers chichen itzaitzi
great bird heads claws probably representing

gigantic parrots ot macansmacaws formed part facade copan

large ceremonial center honduras 677 ornaments

balustrades hieroglyphic stairway same city
68LQ

bird symbols apparently alternated serpentsserpents11 jaws 00

stela 12 piedras nebras maya city usmacintamacintaUs

valley great personage perhaps god seated upon throne

wearing cape scales short feathers helmet

65tozzer65tozzer alienallenailen op citpcippcit p 324

66teobertgeobertteobertTeobert maler Bexplorationslorationsrationsloratiouslo upper usumatcintlausumateintla
adjacent regions Mmemoirs0 rs 0 peabody museum americanAmer icaeicaH

archaeology ethnology harvard university vol IV 1
cambridge published museum 1908 p 16

6767george7&eorgeGeorge byron gordon hieroglyphic stairway ruinscopancop memoirs peabody museum american archaeology
ethnology harvard university vol 1 6 cambridge

published museummuseums 1902 ppap 1819
68jbidibid ppap 121312 13
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69bird plate XV 1 7supports large see page 91

eagle frequently represented sculptures

stela 9 tikal ancient maya city petipetenen region
guatemala pictured association personage

high rank probably priest ceremonial staff quetzal

bird following malersmaiersbalers description monument

back part head supported upturned
claws head eagle below eagleseagleeagieeabie claws

support head feather mantle falls
shoulders displaying intervals three eagle heads

each head proceeds double scroll liesingalong edge stela outstretched right
hand two bands around wrist holds staff

ceremony surmounted ketsalkeasal bird see
plate XVI page 921 70.7070

eagle frequently found mexican sculptures

large eagles associated jagearsjaguars depicted

mexican maya temple sablessagleseagleseables chichen itza northern
yucatan large eagle shown attacked serpents

relief same temple see plate XVIIXVTI page 93 bird
god sculpture similar bird god statuette san

andres de tuxtla vera cruz comes mexican state

69teobertgeobertteobertTeobert maler researches central portion
usumatcintlausumateintla valley memoirs peabody museum

american archaeology ethnologyandethnology vol II11 1 cambridge
published museum 1901 p goo60960 plaioxxiplate XXI

toteobert70teobertTOTeobert maler explorations department
petenpeten guatemala tikal memoirs peabody museum
american archaeology ethnology harvard university vol V
nos 1 2 cambridge published museum 1913
PP 777877 78
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BIRD HEADDRESSREADDRESS
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platFLAT XVI

EAGLE aedABBgebged QUETZAL BIRDINBIRD SCULPTURESCULPYUBE
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PLATE XVII

ahkalk
fig 1
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PLATE XIX ll11

516aheabeSERPENTReENT BIRD
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chiapas see plate XVIII page 94719171 gods bird head

dresses seen frescoes ceremonial

center teotihuacan tula
important bird maya sculptures how-

ever quetzal bird serpents head known

serpent bird principal symbol god quetzalcoatl
quetzal bird serpent quetzal coati ser-

pent maudslay states essential character
design seems presence conventional

snakes head without lower jaw place overlying

bony structure birds wing u727 frequent

occurrence serpent bird indicates conve-
ntional form invested sacred attributes see plate
XIX page 959

finest examples serpent bird those
tops cruciform trees tablet cross

tablet foliated cross bird wears ser-
pentspent head mask under wing highly conve-
ntionalized serpents head see plates I1 VII pages 39 62

spinden belief may

7ljosejose papantpipantpiloanbiloan suma artis vol X madrid espasa
calpe 1940s1946 p 226161

72alfredaifred72alfred P maudslay ologiabiologiabiologicBi centraligentralicentralia americana
part IV london R H porter dulau company 1093
P 63
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connection between serpent bird heads roman

nosed god god D since sculptures
copan god takes place serpent bird see plate
XX page 98 9 showing roman nosed god head

737quetzal bird

stela E quiriguaQuirigua contains part design

grotesque mask mouth head serpent

bird issues head may replace head god B

god D both often seen issuing heads

serpents

serpent bird found association
two headed dragon celestial monster decorated door

lintel temple tikal perched upon arched

back monster palenque dragons body con-

ventionalized long band astronomical symbols

stretch doorway along each side serpent

bird outstretched wings perched upon center
dragon band

objects similar wings serpent bird
widely found stelae sculptures lateral ear

74ornaments richly dressed human figures device

known wing panel characterized serpentsserpent

73spinden73spinden cit 73PopPPP P p

74lbid74jbid9 p 61
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head tasselscasselstas sels curtain short feather fringe long

winswing feathers73feathers75 use wing panel connection

serpent serpent bird seen

following excellent description stela F quiriguaQui rigua
pedestal large grotesque head

mask above upper part human figure
hands raised palms turned outwards above
human head grotesque mask wing

serpent bird either side
human figure pedestal hands

raised grasp breastplate round upper
arm band bearing tasselledtas selled ornament similar

shoulder decorated human instead
grotesque full face headdresshead dress very

elaborate head surmounted two grotesque
masks bordered each side chainlikechain like band
outside band frequently occurring plaited
ornament wing serpent bird above
below upper wings reversed above two
grotesque masks third grotesque head

case appears serpent bird
wings extended either side andprobablyprobably
tail feathers spread above D

767.7

mention should made extensive use

feathers decorative ceremonial purposes alter G

copan two grotesque dragon heads fringed feathers
serpents head stela H same site fringed

feathers tasselscasselstassels headdress woman carved

high relief same sculpture surrounded

gracefully arranged feather work personage high rank

Maudslay75maudslay75maudslay op cit part IV p 64

76maudslay76maudslay Mop cit part XI ppap 121312 13
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stela 9 tikalmalmai wears ffeathereather bordered loin cloth
feather breast cape feathers quetzal bird

used association serpent

play important part headdressesaddresses priests
warriors shown sculptures see plate XXI parepapepage 101
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PLATETZATEslate XXI

FEATHER DESIGNS



CHAPTER V

SERPENT ELEMENTFLMNT

serpent main elements

religion consequently art peoples

ancient mesoamericaMesoamerica architectural ornament sculp-

tured stelae altars dress personal adornment

human beings well hierglyphichieroglyphichierglyphic writings
dominant motive

prevailing serpent model probably rattles-
nake rich yellow pale olive snake large brown

rhombs bordered light yellow extending along back

however usually depicted highly conventionalized
manner many forms variations
remained practically characteristic markings

original species identified
different parts creatures frequently

added body serpent important these
feathers quetzal bird adorned

back resulted becoming known feathered
serpent clawed feet jaguar animal great

102
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religious significance closely associated ser-
pent religious symbolism mesoamericaMeso america

seen complicated representations human orna-

ments ear plugs nose plugs headdressesaddresses
placing human head distended jaws

important additions serpent symbol serpent

further conventionalized addition scrolls spirals
undulating lines essentially serpentine elements

serpent native mythology

earlybarly sixteenth century writings

little recorded native mythology

early sixteenth century writings ancient mesoamericaMeso america

reveals early significance serpent

religious beliefs practices peoples region

entered earliest religious conce-
ptions maya evident writings
prophet balam ritual angels book

chilchllamcallamam balambalmbaim chumayelChumayel stated
bolay name serpent second

heaven dust feet sustinalsus tinalfinalfinaitinaigraciagracia called then lonmiaslonuias formed
teeyee sharp stone stone these stones
fixed places three times set

foot sustinalsus tinalfinaltinai gracia these stones born
beneath stone mighty pointed

stone stone column mighty pointed clashing
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stone manifested world god
father first ruler 1

same section serpent referred
2chacchao bolay balambalem name reveals close connection

rain
although mexican mythology full exploits

quetzalc6atl quetzal bird precious serpentsserpent u

almost impossible separate myths quetzalc6atlquetzale6atl
god those legendary culture heroes

named him equally difficult discover

origin symbolism itself brinton believes
serpent symbol lightning reasons follows

emblem fertilizing slimmersummer showers
lightning serpent god fruitfulnessoffruitfulness born

atmospheric waters appropriate attribute
ruler winds already seen

winds often spoken great birds
hence union these two emblems names
quetzalc6atlquetzale6atl gugmnatzgugomatzGugomatz Kukkukulcanulean titles air

languageslanguage central america signifyinglanguageslanguage33bird serpent 3

lbookbook chilchhlamchilamm balambalabalanbaianbaiam chumayelChumayel edtd cit p 109
editor roys believes sustinalsusfinalSus tinalfinaltinaifinai grgraciaagiaaciaagla corrup-

tion form latin sustineostineosu gracia
case probably mean sustaining grace
maize plant our sustenance see roroys7 opppap cit p
109 note 8 remembered another
prophecy stone column referred tree lifesee study above p lq

2bookobookbook chilchiichilamchhlamm balabalambaiam Chumghumayelchumayelayel ed citppcit p ill
3brinton Mop siteitcit ppap iioilo110141401101401lioio141 1
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perhaps hohoweverwevers truer interpretation presented
gordon

whence ancient mexicans mayas derived
symbolism serpent shallshailshali probably never know
like belonged these two peculiar cultures

origin remains mystery concerning fundamental
principles underlying symbolism meaning
minds initiated significance masses

people purpose served
economy state matters speculation still
however may reasonably postulate two alternative ex-
planationsplanations serpent motive either indicates
belief divine nature serpent it-self surviving evidence serpent worship else
serpent image employed represent symbolic
way attribute divinity sanesamesoae set abstract
ideas conneconnectedtedbed religion popular mythologyphilosophy&philosophy 4

serpent manuscripts

serpent very frequently represented
hieroglyphic writings ancient mesoamericaMeso america sometimes

realistic manner times endowed human attri-
butes through placing human head jaws

both maya mexican manuscripts seen

especially close association certain important deities

serpent maya manuscripts
maya manuscripts serpent appears repeatedly

close association god B mentioned before

4gordonggordongordon serpent motive ancient art
central america mexico transactions freeree museum
service art prop cit pep ibo60
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identified scholars kukulcaneuleankukKuteuk others
itzamnaitzemnitzaina chaechac rain god counterpart

mexican rain god tlaloc5tlalocblaloc serpent god B

intimately connected water apparent god B emerges

jaws theserpentserpent whose body surrounds field
6water same god appears head serpent

immersed water7waterweterwaterb 7 seen sitting water
8pholding hand serpent under water

codex trotrocortesianuscdrtesianus god B assumes body frog
9seen heavy rain association large seppenserpentt 7

same manuscript hiishaishils standing headonheadofhead serpent

act pouring water jar see plates XXII

io10XXIII pages 10710 108

many instances god B

serpent together thoughnotthvuwinotthough conneeconnectiontion water

seen kneeling overtoeovertheoven open jaws serpent 11

5tozzer alienallenailen op cit ppap 313314313311313 314
6codex dresdehsisdresdensisDresdensis ed cit ppap 333333533 35 see

codex tro cortesianus ed htciteitelt 1 ppap 363 6

7codexcodex dresdensisDresdensis ed oltcitolbcitsocitsp ppap 3533635363 36 codex tro
cortesianusCortes ianus ed cit ppe 10

81bidpbid p 37

9codex trocortesianustrogortesianus ed citowcitopcit p 12

loibidloibid p 30

llcodexcodex dresdensisDresdensis ed cit p 61
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PLATE XXIII

SERPENTsSERPENT RAIN GOD B
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sitting open jaws 12 sitting astronomical signs

serpent hand 13 sitting above serpent

threekanthree kan maize orbreadbread signs head see
114plate XXIV page 109

serpent associated gods

manuscripts god god death god M

god traveling merchants war both pictured
serpent rain scenes see plate XXV page lloisilois11015110llolio

god L black god associated night seen

standing rain serpent nearbynear god L

wears serpent belt two rain scenes 160

god I1 water goddess serpent seen to-

gether codex tro cortesianus see plate XXIII page 108 17

instances serpent employed head-

dress female figures seen

headdress feminized gods D H both
1I 018act making offering headdress

l21bidjppibid 62262 69

131bid2ibid p 40kop903503 66

14ibid14ibid p 42

15codexcodex tro cortesianus edd cit ppap iso1591 16

161bid2ibid ppap 32 33

171bid0ibid ppap 30 32732932 schellhas op 2cit p 31

18codexcodex dresdensisDresdensis ed citescit ppap ay9y9 151
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women making offerings 199 feminized

god B representing first woman abingweavingaving wears

serpent headdress see plate XXVI figures 1 2 3

20page 113

serpent seen entwined around

tree life toward god priest approaches
2101sacrificial offering21offering body used number

times support jar containing various offerings
see plate II11 figure 1 page 511 22

association time apparent appear-

ance long number seriesberles 233 many day signs see
24plate XXV page 110 astronomical signi-

ficance evident association line
constellation signs kin sun sign

252prominent see platemvoplate XXIV page 109

191igi191bidibidbid ppap 182318 23
PO20codex tro cortesianus ed cit P p 79

2lcodexoi codex dresdensisDresdensis ed cit ppap 262826 28

22codexcodex tro cortesianus ed r-icittst ppap 343634 36

23codexcodex dresdensisDresdensis ed cit ppap 61 62 69

24 codex tro cortesianus ed cit ppap 1316131613 16

251bidpibid ppap ap5p 12 151 67 codex dresdensisDresdensis edpd cit ep
PP 566 577
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serpent mexican manuscripts

serpent shown very frequently mexican

manuscripts connection rain certain deities
directions

rain gods six different directions north
south east west lower upper regions hold
serpents hands see plate XXVII figure 2 page 11511 262

entwines house rain wherein housed turkey
27rain symbol eiatlalocelalocblalocElaloc rain god associated

28Qserpent serpent cut two codex borgia symbolizes

ceasing rains 299

four quarters heavens represented

four feather snakes coiled square see plate XXVIII

page 116 30 serpent seen too head
31quetzalcoatlquetzalc6atlo god wind frequently tlacolteotl

26codexcodex vaticanusVaticanus 3773 ed cit ppap 434843 48

271bidpibid ppap lbs1414914.9ibs 16

28codex
Q

codex borgia ad2ded cit pep gge69069

29jbidooibid p 3

30codex3codex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 ed cit p 73 codex
boborgia ed cit POp 72

31J codex fevefejervary0 rvaryarvary mayer 2edd cit 0 ppap 18018 32
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earth goddess well tlauizcalpactecuhtlitlauizealpactecuhtli god

planet venus32venusvenns 32.3232 seen god life
first human pair see plate XXVII figure 1 page

11533115.3311533

deities associated
mexican manuscripts include tlatacacanitlatacacanip digger
earth34earths3kEarth 34 xolotlxolofclaxolotl twin quetzalcoatlofquetzalcoatl representative

evening star35starstap 35 xipe god seedtime planting36planting 336

seserpent sculptures
serpent form another thedominantdominant

symbol sculptured stelae altars archi-

tecturaltec tural ornament ancient mesoamericaMesoamerica main role
evidently symbolic connection withrwiehr eligiousreligiouseligious beliefs
however recognized times appears

used decorative purposes

maya number ways depicted
serpent head simplest conventionalized form

scales omitted except large scale above eye

32codex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 ed cit p 500

33ibid331bidop33ibid pop 49

34codex34codex aejpejfejervaryervarvery majerymajersmayonmayormayen ed sltescit p 28

3513lbid351bidbid p 31

36codex3codex borgia edpd citescit p 67067
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greatly enlarged nose elongated

upper jaw made longer lower one37 sometimes

original features made complex addition

elements onaltaraltar P quiriguaQuirigua serpents tongue

itself upper jaw serpent having nose plug

nose modified grotesque face38face3facea

times different features serpent head omitted

until two details survive see plate XXIX page

119

many classes objects figures having

religious import closely connected serpent

although these classes first appear distinct
actually merge blend another included among

them ceremonial bar manikin scepter
two headed dragon first two these briefly
discussed time

ceremonial bar name given peculiar
object unknown use commonly held arms

priestlikepriest like figures represented soulpturessculpturessculp lureelureslupee 39

usually occurs upon stelae southern part maya

area particularly important ceremonial center

37spinden37spinden 9opR citoltcitowcitop p40p 4000

38jbid0ibid p 41

39spinden39spinden 22op cit p 49
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copan strangely enough does occur

recognizable form manuscriptsseemanuscripts see plate xxx9XXX page

12140121.40121121.

first phase ceremonial bar consists
double headed serpent flexible drooping body

grotesque head seen open jaws each ser-
pent head leyden plate early jadeite slab
uaxactun contains primitive example

41religious object found early stelae
copancopan

second phase ceremonial bar serpent

jaws much enlarged central portion ser-
pents body transformed straight panel

usually decorated astronomical signs type

wide distribution being found later stelae
copan well upon stelae queriguaqueriguQueriguai tikal yaxchilanyaxoahiliYaxchilan

maya cities
manikin scepter second important ceremonial

object consists small grotesque figure attached

flexible appendage form serpent although

face manikin scepter varies widely nevertheless
characterized long turned nose wide open

401bidibid
ulbidulbia41ibid
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mouth prominent flame colored tooth
upper jaw42jawjav lower jaw serpent

usually much shorter upper while upper

part face bear comparison part part
typical serpent heads 43H 3 see plate XXX page 121.121

manikin scepters without flexible appendages

seen tablet cross tablet
foliated cross palenque where sitting
reclining upon folded cloth supported hand

priest final stage manikin scepter

seen head upon staff lower end terminates
serpentsserpentlserpente head

ceremonial bar manikin scepter although

appearing distinct actually shown connected

stelae 1 2 Ttikal manikin scepter seen

sitting lower jaw serpent terminating cere-

monial bar thus replacing head usually appears

serpentserpenttsserpents ts mouth noted too head

usually appears serpentserpentfsserpents mouth ceremonial

bars resembles remarkable manner physiognomy

manikin

serpents commonly used decoration

42ibidsibid p 511

bibid431bid3ibid 1.1
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stelae headdress warrior ruler priest
god stela lkll11 piedras nebras personage sitsai ts
enthroned asiatic &shimflcsbionashim head crowned

elaborately executed serpents head mrmountedmounted fantastic
little human headwhead44headd stela 225 same site head-

dress shown fantastic serpents head merges

plumes feathers top sides 45 hel-
met warrior priest stela 1 seibal adorned

four serpents intertwined double knot while
46another serpent writhes top helmet see

plate XXXI page 124

noteworthy characteristic maya facade

decoration use mask panel essentially
na highly conventionalized face represented front view

details modified fill oblong space n1na47

part mask represents feathered serpent

forehead lids ot eyes often feathered
projecting curl represents serpent nose spinden

44 teobertgeobert maler researches central portion
usumatsintla valleyvailey memoirs peabody museum

american archaeology ethnology vol II11 1 cambridge
published museum 1901 plate XX

k5ibid4 ibid plate XXII

46teobert4 teobertgeobert maler explorations upper usumatsintlaadjacent regions vol IV 1 opppap cit plate 111IIIlii
47spinden47spinden op eiteltcit p 118
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notes however serpentine head may

48intended long nosed god mask panels

found throughout maya area stelae facades

buildings roof structures49structures 494 9 see plate XXXII page

126

feathered serpent dominant decorative

motive temple quetzalcQuetquetzalcoatlzalczaicoati teotihuacan high-

land mexico great rugged heads project balustrade
facades alternating those strange

being believed vaillant tlalocblaloc rain god

undulating bodies serpents decorate walls see plate
XXXIII page 127.127123

many stairways constructed

sides pyramids platform mounds elabor-

ately decorated number serpent balustrades found

chichenchichen itza show head serpent extending outward

base while balustrade itself forms serpent body

interesting note however these serpent stair-
ways restricted pyramids stairways four

50sides

qabid48jbidqlbid4 p 121

49a P maudslay ologiabiologiabiologicBi centralecentrali americana vol I1
london R H porter 1869190210091902100969 1902 plate 171 ibid 60 vol IV

plates 20 24

50spinden50spinden op cit p 107
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mention should made great serpent

columns castillocastillos temple Jaguajaguarsjagearsrs
temple warriors chichechichenn itzitzai used

roof support these show highest development

column mesoamericaMeso america see plate XXXIV page 129.129

innumerable examples cited use

serpent influence serpentine forms

religious art Mesonesonebomesoamericamesoamerieaamerica these uses

illustrated plates XXXV xxxvitXXXVI XXXVII XXXVIII pages

130 131 132 133
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PLATE XXXVI
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SERPENT DESIGN
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PLATE XXXVII
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serpentine FORMS
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PLATEPLATB XXXVIII

FEATHERED SERPENTSERPJT



CHAPTER VI

MONSTER ELEMENTEUMENTemment

religious art ancient mesoamericaMesoamerica

frequently depicted monsters appear resemble croco-

diles serpents double headed dragons bodies

these grotesque creatures very commonly decorated

bands planet symbols seemingly indicate
inhabited sky therefore celestial monsters

however believed times earth monsters too

role played these symbolic creatures prominent

significant
prominent religious art mesoamericaMeso america

jaguar animal possessing extreme religious significance
second serpent symbolic importance

jaguar seemingly played identical role
dragon serpent may another man-

ifestationfestation great deity three represented

monster native mythology

Eearly sixteenthixtaxt eenthanth c centuryenturyventury writings

according mexican mythology gods created

131
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waters great crocodile like fish called cipactli
creature earth made 1 believed

irregularities earths surface really
2scaly prominences cipactlscipactlits backbaek earth

goddess prominent mexican mythology actually
representation earth monster

earth monster called itzamitzak cab ain played

important part creation world maya mythology

book chilchiichilamchhlamam balbaibalamam chumayelChumayel read
cover whole world ah ttucuueaue

cheknalcheknas set came seventh stratum
earth came fecundate itzamitzak kab ain
came with3the vitality angle between

earth heaven

among ancient mexicans jaguar

earth god symbol interior earth
night darkness jagearsjaguars believed swallow

sun cause eclipses 4 covarrubias adds

historiallhistoriashistoriasHistoriasorlas de los mexicanosmejicanosMexicanos por gusguasus pinturasPinturas p 130
cited byeduardEduard seler codex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 op citocit o p ak1k134

2joyeep
joyce lp Popn clapclaocit P p 59

3bookobookbook chilamchilfimchilak balbaibalaubalamam chumayelChumayel ed cit p 101
according editor roys itzamitzak kab ain means whale

feet crocodile beltran spells itzamitzak cab
ain defines whale though mean literally
itzakitzam earth crocodile ah bucuucLC chek nal means etimedfertilizes maize seven times see roys op cit op p 101
notes 3 anclanolanci 4

4covarrubias4ovarrubiascovarrubias ar2rop cit P p 78
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god caveseaves dark interior mountainsmountainsj atlantean
god earthquakes supported world upon shoulders

known mexicans tepeytepeyollotl meaning heart
mountain heart landlandslando while among maya

waw5called votan heart innermost

covarrubias states earliest molmeewolmecolmed people

cultivated principle fertility awed intensity
saw magic idea birth these people linked to-

gether features newborn baby those

embryonic jaguar deity
0 gods jaguarsjaguajagearsrs sky jagearsjaguars rainjaguajaguarsjagearsrs earth jagearsjaguars earth symbolized

jaguarsjagearsjaguars open mouth eavescavescayes thetrthear mythi-
cal chiefs leaders humanity sprung 0

monsters hi eroglyphihieroglyphic c danusermanusermanuscripts

two headed monster frequently depicted

sculptured monumentsmomumentsmomuments mesoamericaMeso america does appear

manuscripts however celestial earth
monster seemingly same

monster maya manuscriptmanuse

earth celestial monster appears maya

manuscripts very few occasions instance

ibid
ibid p 125012
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head godG od D principal aspect itzamnaitzainaItz amna emerges

open jaws see plate XXXIX page 138 7 second

instance seen body composed constellation
bands perhaps symbolizing celestial monster

torrent water flowing mouth see plate XL page

139 goddess I1 water goddess stands beside
8Qcreature pouring water jar crocodile head

appears glyphisglyphs dresden manuscript two occasions9oecasions9occasions 9

jaguar maya manuscripts distinguished
rosette like spots body usually conve-

ntionalized solid black markings small circles
10central spot ringed dots

number connections

animal appears these manuscripts headdress

two gods black act sow-

ing kernels maize 11 appears sacred almanac glyph

corresponding day ix means jaguar 12 jaguar

7codex dresdensisDresdensis ed licit ppap 44516516

8ibidpqabidqlbid p 74

9codex dresdensisDresdensis ed cit ppap 52p2 9305303

1otozzer10rozzep allenalienailen Mop cippcitpcatscit p 36356

llcodexcodex tro cortesianus ed cit 9 ppap 34 3036

lcodex12codex dresdensisDresdensis ed cit p 8
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carried back priest where ceremonies

year shown probability representing year

bearer 13 head animal terminates caban

sisignsgnsagns shown flaming pot 144 see plate

XXXIII figure 2 page 127.127123

jaguar appears hunting scenes where animals

being snared sacrificialofferingssacrificial offerings never

appears these pictures th6animalsanimals sacri-
ficed 151

jaguar shown sitting right hand

goddess whom water flowing god B sits
16left foot

monster mexican manuscripts

codex borgia trees four directions
spring body earth goddess represent-

ative earth monster 17 while codex vaticanusvatic anus 3773
t 018trunk trees terminate monsters head

153lbid15ibidIbid p 26 see villacorta villacorta
opPP cit pto3pton3

14codexicodex tro cortesianus ed cit 0 9 p 6464.gligilgb

15codexoodencodex tro cortesianus ado2doed sites2itossltesaitoscit ppap 404 0 41y4 434 3

16ibidibid P POp 30300

17codexborgiacodex borgia ed cit ppap 494934953053o

18codexcodex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 ed cit ppap 0 1171817r 6 188
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promfron bases trees four directions codex

fejgrvgryfe j ervaryarvary mayer emerge heads cipactli earth
monsters see plates IV VVs visvipVI pages 577 58safsqf 59.599

mexican manuscripts first day count

cipactli crocodile ruled creator deity ton

acatetuhtliacatecuhfcli 1719 cipactli crocodile monster pictured
200ofirst human pair cipactli shown

earth monster below tlaloctlaloeblaloc rainbain god east 21

pictured water blaloctlaloctlaloe ninth
nine lords night hours 22 rain god

lower region 23 monster seen water

third four forms planet venus 2424

used too helheihelmetmet mask god east 25 see

plate XLIXU page 12.1212142142.

jaguar appears frequently these man-
uscripts

19codexgodex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 ed cit p 130

201b1djolbidolbiaOlbid p 87

2libidibid p 69 codex borgia ed cit p 27 codex
fejaejfejervaryervfiry mamayermayenyer edoed citatopitop p 4

22codexcodex borgia ed citescit pep ikell11

23codexcodex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 edeedaed catescitescit p lq48

214 codex fejervary mayenmayer ed cit p 42

25codexcodex borgia ad2ded citescit p 151 Ccodex vaticanusVatic anus 3773
ed citesciteycit p 33
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mexicans believed jaguar animal

devoured sun solar eclipse occurred thus

denoted darkness them image god tepeyollotl
26rgod caveseaves dark interior mountains

belief depicted mexican manuscript codex

vaticanusvatic anus 3773 where jaguar tepeyollotlitepeyollotlip heart
mountain seen crouching cave see plate XLII figure 1

page 144111tij311tiitillll r
27 speaking god representation selerbelerseierselep

states
presents himself form jaguar

badges tezcatlipoca interpreters
explained lordlondniord animals

echo mountains added name
jaguar given earth jaguar
wildest beasts echo mountains

dated flood mdzodeod name
declared primal gods

eight nine lords ninightahtght endana lord

third tonalpohualli sacred almanac division
god tepeyollotl heart mountain here

figured animal form jaguar yet feline
facial characteristics jaguar skin design around

29mouth 7

26seler26Q

selerseier codex vaticanusVatic anus 37377373 PopPPP 0 cit P p 144

27codexcodex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 9.9 ed cit p 87 see
codex boborgia ed cit p 10

28selerseierselen28seler codex vaticanusVatic anus 33773173.73 az2zop cit p 103

29ccodex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 ed cit p 22 codex
boborgia ed cit p iii14ili
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jaguar seen mixcoatlMixcoatl god

hunt instance god directing weapons against
jaguar standing prostrate figure man see

plate XUIXLII figure 330 page illtj1liltjo144 30 fourteenth day

ocelotl jaguar symbolized figure
animal head ear 313 mother goddess shown

instance jaguar claws instead hands32hands 32

jaguar head shown god quetzalcbatlquetzalc6atl 33555

ear throat snake forms

helmet mask water goddess chalchiuhtlicul34 jaguar
summit tree south instance33instance35instance 3335

seen entering temple where votive
gifts see plate XLI figure 2 page 14236142361423142.36

monsters sculptures
monstrous creature named two headed dragon

earth monstermonsters found everywhere sculptured monuments

30codex3codex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 ed cit p 252

3llbid3libid ppap 30 31 codex borgia ad2ded cit p 12

3codex32codex borgia edld cit p 44
33codex fejebejefejervaryarvaryrvary mayer eddd citowcitopcit p 30

34codexcodex Bborgia ed cit p 14

3codex35codex vaticanusVatic anus 3773 ed aitoscitoscit pap0p 18918

36codexcodex fejaejfejervaryervaenvary mayersmayermayenmeyers ed citscitaits pop 26
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classic maya period chief characteristics two

heads belonging front rear

crocodile like body reptilian markings legs

belly front head somewhat like crocodiles yet

jaws similar those conventionalized ser-
pent eye head often feathered open

mouth seen usually head sun god although

sometimes replaced god B maya area

tlalocblaloc mexican area 37 rear head

monster characterized death symbols lower jaw

being represented bleached bone nose sometimes

shown cavity indicating death kin sun sign

appears forehead very often aquatic markings

baugecauaccauge water symbol water lily fish motif

associated two headed dragon see plate XLIII

figure 4 page 47147

earth monster seen base

tablet cross tablet foliated cross

palenque former head seems correspond

rear head two headed dragon depicted like
skull fleshless bony lower jaws kin
sun sign forehead latter conventionalized
monster head seen many sculptures maya area

37joyce37 joyce op cit p 233
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probably representation sun mask mask

kinich ahuaabua sun god see plates I1 VII pages

39 62 P see plate XLIVXUV page 149

outstanding example two headed dragon

altar P quiriguaquirigufiQui rigua known great

turtle altar 38jo complicated best
preserved piece sculpture maya area monsters
body almost concealed layers ornament wide

open mouth front head monster seated

richly attired human figure holding manikin scepter

left hand eye front head decorated

feathers diagonal cross grotesque rear head shows

evidences death does usual sun sign

forehead head top monument marked

water symbols elaborately conventionalized serpents heads

hang down sides altar see plate XLIII figure 3

page 14147 39

same monster seen number altars
quiriguaquiriguQuirigua copan each instance two headed

bears usual water symbols times feet
cloven altar M copcopan times

383maudslay38maudslayMaudslay opPP cit text vol iioII11 p 3

39maudslay39Maudslay op cit vol II11 plates 5363643453643 644
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platePIATBflanflae XLIV

PERSONAGE OM MONSTERMOHSTER HEAD
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clawlikeclaylikeclawlike altar D same city40
two headed dragon motif used adorn

inner doorway temple 22 tikalmallellei well doorways

rooms palenque latter city actual body

dragon conventionalized long band

astronomical symbols perhaps symbolizing celestial
411monster see plate XLV page 1514111151

connection between serpent
two headed dragon manikin scepter evident
jaws front head resemble those serpent

ceremonial bar seibal head modified like-
ness rear head dragon even bleached

bone lower jaw kin sign forehead
physiognomy rear head monster very

similar head manikin scepter both

probably represent certain deity
sculptures related two headed dragon

group part serpent seen altars
G 1 G 2 G 3 well altar 0 copan see plate
XLVI page 152 42

komaudslaykomaudslay ar2rop sitsibciteitelt vol II11 plates 915919 151 see
part IV plate 42 vol I1 plates 11311113115113 ilg11511

4 1maudslaymaudslay op citeiteibelb J vol I1 plate 12

r maudslay op cit vol illIII111lilliiili plates 13 14li
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these altars representations double

headed serpent arched body having mane feathers
legs heads altar G 1 different sizes

larger having bleached bonebons lower jaw

similar two headed dragon similar representa-

tions monster seen piedras negras43Nenebrasgnasgrasbras
jaguar frequently represented

sculptures Mesomesoamericamesoamerieaamerica head claws serve

headdress priest stelae 12 14 piedras degrasnegras 44

richly dressed personage lintelslinkels 5 26

yaxehilan45yaxchilanYaxchilanchlian beneficent deity priest lintel 13

yaxchilanYaxchilan wears breeches made jaguar skin 46I does

personage priestly rank stela 5 naranjo4naranjoc 7

stela 10 seibal high priest wears jaguar paws well

jaguar skin leggings breeches48breeches 48

43spinden43spinden opPP cit p 55

44maler44wmaleramalerMalermaier researcresearchresearcheshes central portion
usumatsintla Vvalley 19 op cit vol II11 1 ppap 660 bab2

amaler45maler3maler454 Malermaier researches central portion
usumatsintla Vvalley 0.0 ar2rop sitcit vol iino2IINo 2 ppap 116pilglib 152132

46maler46maiermaler researches central portion
usumatsintla Vvalleyvailey 9.9 92op cit vol II11 1 p 62

47teobertteobertgeobertTeobert maler explorations department
petenpeten guatemala adjacent regions memoirs peabody
museum american archaeology ethnology harvard university
vol IV 2 cambridge publisbublispublishedhed museum 1908
p 86

4bmalermalermaier explorationsgxplorationsexploradiorationseions upper usumatsintla
adjacent regions opppap sitcit vol IV 1 p 22
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seibal too called tiger paw man whose

hands feet covered tiger jaguar paws tied
wrists ankles inasmuch several important symbols

found sculpture full description given

maler follows

hands feet figure covered
tiger paws fastened bandages wrists ankles

lower garment reaching hips knees
consists strips shows large flap front dis-
playing characteristic mask goggle eyes
open mouth two stepped upper teeth distinctly
visible finishing downward scrolls crossed
bars inverted tuft feathers right
hip medallion head profile attached
girdle invisible corresponding head

left hip doubtless covered tiger paw
resting laponuponcaponlupon breastplate peculiar form
attached collar tassel depends centre

visible ear disc nose peg consists
head two ffeatherseathers

ketsalkeasal i e quetzal bird attached
front band encircling head acute
angle back headdresshead dress rises small
ceremonial bar ending front elaborated open jaws
holding grotesque profile lower end
ceremonial bar ends bunch feathers

remarkable personage holds uplifted
right hand fierce mask kind probably worn
priests certain occasions see plate XLVIIXLVTI page 15549155.491 7

man tiger paws found piedras
50negrasdegras stela quirigugquirigufiQuiriquirlbuggug principal figure

shown same manner51nannermanner 51

491bidv49lbld ppap 202120 21

malenmaien50maler50maler researches central portion
usumatsintla valleyvailey ar2rop cit OV vol II11 1 p 57

5maudslaymaudslay 22op cit vol II11 p 8
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jaguar used stairway decoration

central stairway eastern court cop9ncopan orna-

mented each side heroic sized figures rampant

jaguarsjagears carved several blocks stone 52

jaguar symbol important deity
very early times evident many representations

olmecolmeealmee culture development formative period

mesoamericanMeso american civilization characteristic
feature olmecolmeealmee statuettes large despondent mouth hav-

ing cornerscomers drawn downwards nthickthickunthick flaring upper

lip like snarling jaguajaguarsjagearsrs u53 many sculptures
jaguarsjaguajagearsrs jaguar deity see plates XLVIII XLIX

pages 17157 18158

stela la venta site jaguar

almost exclusive art motive dating

olmecolmeealmee period main figure surrounded six flying
gnomes having grotesque jaguar faces alter E

same site shaped like jagearsjaguars head54

la venta beautiful polished floors
green serpentine slabs jaguar mask mosaic great

52maudslay52maudslay Mop cit vol I1 p 29

5353covarrubias3covarrubias3covarrubias op sitessltescit p 78

54ibidosibid p 90
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55sarcophagus carved low relief like crouching jaguar

representations jaguar deity found monte

albanalbaib

jaguar thrones representing life sized jaguarsjagears

heads turned right left flat back

seat represented sculptures tikal piedras nebras
palenque while striking examples actual throne

found uxmalumnalurmal chichchichenen itza those latter
56gasecasecase dating militaristic period

55covarrubias55covarrubias Mop cit p 91

56morley56morley op cit ppap 372 373



CHAPTER VII

TWO personages

sculptured works art maya area
maya mexican hieroglyphic manuscripts representations

tree life accompanied twotiro personages

either priests deities standing few instances
sitting either side tree

best representations these figures found

two cross tablets palenque table
cross shows two personages considerably larger

apparently act making offering
serpent bird deity represents perched

summit cruciform tree personage left
smaller two wears brief skirt girdle long

sleeved upper garment seems pleated across

breast around neck wrapped thick cloth falls
mantle down side hangs broad plait down

back thick tasseledtasselettasse led cord hangs down front gar-
ments pleated wristletswrist lets dankletsanklets adorn arms

legs elaborate ear ornaments headdress complete

160160igo
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attire personage ststandsstandstnstandsonandsonstrandsontn shell like object holds

right hand staff very similar namawmamnawmanikinW scepter

gaze directed bird top tree
larger figure mode simply attired

girded partly fringed cloth hangs folds

front long string large round beads around neck

wears pleated wristletswristlets kletsankletsdanklets ear ornaments

tall headdress terminating sort flower under

feet band astronomical signs hands holds

reclining figure like nanimanimanikin scepter without appendage

figure apparently being presented offered
serpent bird deity

two personages tablet foliated gross

dressed similarly those just described smaller

stands upon large snailmailanellanelimallmali shell foliated maize leaves
upon shell just under individuals feet
head personage perhaps deity larger two

priests deities girded artistically worked chains

hang front back two elaborate manimanikin

scepter likeilke objects grotesque faces similarsindlar grotesque

face appears breastplate personage stands upon

head grotesque monster having camac sign signi-
fying rain thunderstorm lightning forehead

hands holds small erect figure like
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manikin scepter again without appendage

offering serpent bird
representation tree life

mayamaynaya manuscripts showingshoving two figures either side
known tableau bacaba codex trocortesianus
seler believes divine couple old god

old goddess before thermthornthemthemm sign ik meaning wind

breathbreathabreath11 symbol life 2 la maya area couple

may harebarebavebaye hunaghunab kuKA wife ixiz azal uohaoh

personages shown tree life
mexican manuscripts attired manner similar those

mayemayanayenare sculptures although laden

symbolic elements those either side tree
center codex borgia girded fringed loin clothsclaths

skirts apparently wear decorated breastplatesbreastplates
bands encircle ankles sndaidsad knees large ear ornaments

fancy headdrheadderheaddressesaddressesesses complete dress these two personages

identified Quetzalquetzaleoatlquetzaleoeoatlati godood windvind

macuiloxechitlmacuiloxoehitl god feasting pleasvire3pleasure

eight personages shown four crucruciformcifors
treestressbreesbreeb codex fej6rvafejervaryr nyermyernavernaved attired fringed

lcodexcodex tro cortesianus edeedwed aitoscitoscit ppap 775s 76

2selerseierseleeiselerseler codex Ffejervaryeieg ary nayermayornuernayedmuer 92op oltcitolb op p 30

3selerpseierseler codex fedeifejeifejervaryrv iiry meyermayerneyer 22op eltciteit pop 140ll11
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skirts breech clontsclouts capes adorn-

ment around shoulders instances wear bands

around knees ankles wrists heads adorned

large ear ornaments badaad decorative addressesheaddresses

various types several these individuals appear wear

masks

these figures identified important

mexican deities tree east tonatiuhtonatiths
sun god igliitlilztlip stone knife surrogate

tezcatlipoca tlaloctlalecblaloc rain god tepeyollotltepeyollotls heart
mountainsmountains1111 jaguar god stand either side

tree north plazoltlazoltlazolteotl barchearthbarth goddess

chalehihuitlicue very important water goddessGoddessp

tree west two deities tree
south centiotlcentiotlt maize godsgodtgod mictlanteeuhtlinictlanteeuhtlis god

deathadeath
mexican manuscripts shown number

divine pairs several instances placed

either side tree

43elermeelerteeler codex fejaejfejervarymayerFeJervaryervery amyary nayerMayer op citvcitacit ppap 2122212121 ak2kal2l



CHAPTER VIII

SMIMARYSUMMARY conclusions

problem present study stated previously

religious significance ancient Mesomesoomericamesoamericaamerica

widely distributed cross shaped tree symbol designated

archaeologists tree life

tree 0 life symbol oj life
evidence willnownow presented way summary

preceding chapters study show

several constitutentconstitutent elements tree life symbol

associated concept life
cross shaped treewas actually therefore tree lifeillife iai1

tree
1 earth waa created following flood four

trees abundance trees life sustenance
placed cardinal points green tree

abundance placed center
2 stone column worshippedworshipped peten itza

represented first tree world
said sutesutasusasustainedined life first man

ifor documentation following associations
these elements idea objects signifying life

see preceding chapters
164
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3 cruciform trees palenque tablets
conventionalized maize plants staple ffoodood plant

ancient Mesomesoamerieamesoamericaamerica ando therefore staff
bread life

4 branches trees depicted manuscripts
terminate symbolic fruit

5 roots cruciform tree often immersed
water symbol life

6 cross mexican tongue called tonacaguatonacaquaTonac aqua
huithultibuitbult quiahuiteotlguiahuiteotl chuahualizteotl memmealinging god

rains health tree sustenance
lifeelife1 mexico cross cross shaped

tree first set worshippedwor shipped quetzalcoatl
apparently quetzalcoatl tenth century

representative priest god

bird
1 bird believed present lacandoncandonLa maya

spirit issisy life tree
2 bird seen manuscripts kan maize

signs signs lifeilfe sustainssustainingsustainlngbowngbodabbodjbbod plantpiant
ancient america 4

3 occurrences headdressesaddresses maya man-
uscriptsscriptaitscriptsittaittalt symbolic meaning connection
birth beginning life

44. bird wasassociatedassociated life giving rainsrainssrains
seen symbolic rain scenes several

occasions manuscripts

serpent
1 serpent associated life symbolsymbols water

innumerable instances ancient manuscripts
rain scenes immersed water
seen water goddess body cut two

symbolized ceasing rains
2462162 shown kan maize sign head
3 said god fruitfulness

life
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4 mexican manuscripts seen god
life tonacatecuhtlistonacatecuhtli first human pair

5 like bird serpent symbolically important
birth events beginning life

6 associated constellation signs
prominent kin selesetesell sign represen-
tative sun god 7womswomwhom comes light
life

monster

1 body cipactli crocodile like earth
monster earth springs life said

created gods monster
represented ancient mesoamericansMeso americans crocodile
serpjbentserptentsserpjentstents two headed dragon connection

interesting note antonio caitschjschits statement concern-
ing maymayaeay

thealsoaiso knowledge fall lucifer
flood world consumed

fire signification held cere-
mony painted lizard signified flood

earth 2

220 life giving water further seen closely asso-
ciated earth dragon sincealnee monster carried
water markings cabacgauaccauac symbolssymbol well

fish water lily motlymotif snohwitspitslitsl body maya
manuscripts torrent waterywaterswater isoiss life giving
elementselement pours mouth

3 like serpent associated first man
woman created life

4 head kin sun signsi agngn emblematic
sun god giver 0T life light

5 sometimes jaguar represented tree
life symbolism signifying rain god
earth both enter origin life
2antonio chi ed cit p 102
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personages

1 two permperapersonagesnagebnages closely associated maize
smaller individual tablet foliatedcross stands shell foliated maize leaves

deity whose head seen beneath feet
believed maize god

2 larger individual stands monster head bear-
ing cauaccabac sign signifies life giving rain

3 believed two figures tableau
bacbsbabbs old god old goddess

before them sign ik means wind
breath symbol mettfeftfe

4 personages either side mexican trees
very closely associated basic symbols

life since theyhave identified raingod sun god water goddess earthgoddess jaguar rain god

conclusion
view fact every main elements

tree life symbol shown above recapiturecapito
lation sacred tree bird serpent monstmonstererv associated
personages associated objects ideas signifying
life may now definitely concluded primary
meaning symbol life

seconsecondary meanings symbol

1 tree life symbol osgoodofgoodgood opposed
evil since said landa treett created great virtue against evil spintspiritspirt

223 tree knowledge prophet balam
states sign hunabhunag ku aspisp firstgreen tree world tree life should

displayed world world might
enlightened
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tree 0 life emblem especially
god itzainaitzamna quetzalcoatl

component elements tree life symbol

closely associated certain deities study

these deities reveals part
same god

tree
1 prophet balam states raised wooden

standard first green tree
world tree lifeslife sign hunabhunag ku

son itzamnaitzaina kaull
2 sixteenth century writings symbolic represen-

tationstat ions itzainaitzamna always revealed beneficent
deity god life therefore obviously

god associated tree life opposed
god evil death

3 ixtlilxochitl states quetzalcoatl
tenth century priest name firstset cross tree sustenance
life symbol god rains
health ancient priest god quetzalcoatl
whom represented here elsewhere identified

tlalocblaloc rain god mexican equivalent
maya itzamnaitzaina chac

bird
1 birds often supplied ear plugs nose plugs

teeth being like those jaw
serpent god B long nosed god

chaechac rain god probably aspects
itzamnaitzainaItzamna god D roman nosed god probably
principal representative itzamnaitzainaItz amna god K
wind god probably still another aspect itzamna3itzamnajItzamnaJ

3forifor3fop these identifications see description
itzamnaitzaina various aspects above chapter I1 pages 192019 20
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2 head roman nosed god D itzamnaitzainaItzamna some-
times replaces head quetzal bird
sculptures

3 birds offeredfered tree lifelife man-
uscripts gods B D K

4 bird above others invested
sacred attributes quetzal known
precious bii4blibil symbolic god

quetzalcoatlquetzaleoatl itzamnaitzaina maya area
whom ixtlixlochitl associates tree life
symbol

serpent

101 serpent intimately associated god B
maya manuscripts probably rain god

manifestation itzamnaitzamnasitzainaItzamna same god
maya sculptures

2 serpent shown maya manuscripts
god D probably principal aspect itzamnaitzainaItzamna
god H unidentified young god both whom

act kinganmakinganpakinganmamaking offering
3 mexican manuscripts frequently seen

quetzalcoatl priest god tlaloctlaloeblaloc
god rain tonacatecuhtlitonacatecuhtl creator god

first two mexican counterparts
maya itzamnaitzaina chac5chac3chaca

monster

1 head sun god kinich ahau itzamnaitzainaItzamna god
light usually placed open mouth
monster however head tlaloctlalocsblaloc rain god

mexican sources god B rain god
manifestation itzamnaitzaina maya area sometimes
replaces head sun god

athe4therhe serpent shown god death god
probably signifying force evil against good god 14

god traveling merchants warwars god L
god light well water goddess

5theathe serpent shown mexican manuscripts
tlacoteotl earth goddess well few occa-

sions certain deities
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2 head god DsD probably principal aspect
itzamnaitzainaItz amna appears maya manuscripts
mouth monster

3 water goddess alsaleaisalzalmaim seen monstermonsters
maya manuscripts

4 monster shown below tlaloctlaloesblaloc mexicanmexicaneainrain
god counterpart god B chacchao maya area

thereforethereforethgrefore0
itzainaitzamna rain god manife-

station

two personages

1 two permperapena nabenagesnage tree life maya
sculptures manuscripts hold objects
ornamented emblems symbolizing itzamnaitzaina chaeschac

rain life god seler identifies them
itzamnaitzaina consort

2 mexican manuseriptsthemanuscripts y identified
emblems importsatimportaitimportantimport altaitsatsauaau deideldeitiestiess isoiss blaloctlaloctlaloe
rain god tonatiuh sun god tepeyollotl jaguar
godsgod tlazolteotl earth goddess chalchihuitlicue

water goddess centeotcenteotlii maize godsgod
beneficient life gods

conclusions

above recapitulation deities associated
tree life ancient mesoamericamesoamerieaMesoamerica brings forth

fact symbol especially emblem itzamnaitzaina
chacchao kinich ahau maya area mexican

adeaareaadeasareas quetzalcoatl tlalocblaloc emblem

6
monster frequently seen mexican

sources tonacatecuhtli creator god well
tepeyollotli jaguar mountain earthbarth god

7tezeatlipoca7tezcatlipoca mictlanlecuhtli god deathdeaths seem
represented occasionally perhaps representing

forces opposite life gods
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creator god hunabhunag kuaku2ku father Itzitaitzamnaitssamnaitzainaamnasamna Hohoweverwevers

noted times associated

deities meso america

tree life cross symbol

evident cross astonished
europeans upon arrival new world actually

highly conventionalized representation tree life
emblem shown preceding itzamnaitzaina quetzalcoatl

beneficent priest life god originated
symbol following statements sources

establish fact
1 ixtlilxochitl states mexicantbemexican language

cross vas named tonacaquahuitl quiahuiteotlch
uahualizteotl say 1 god rains

health tree sustenance lifeelife1cross first set quetzalcoatlquefczalcoatl famous
tenth century priest representative ancient
god quetzalcoatlouetzalcoatl

2 antonio chi states prophet balam prophesied
coming white bearded race

bring them raised sign cross
people worship said green
tree world words tree life

3 copan maize plant form maltesecross plantplentpiant usually represented
conventionalized cross shaped tree element
tree life symbol

origin 0 symbol

shown above tree life ancient
mesoamericaMesoamerica primarily symbol life secondarily
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symbol good opposition evil tree knowledge

especially emblematic itaamnaitmxnna quetzacoatlquetzacoatls benefi-
cent priest god life light

still remains important problem origin
remarkable symbolism ancient america suggestive

evidence bearing ultimate origin presented
appendix study should note here however

respect question period origin ancient
mesoamericaMeso america symbol wasalreadywes already well established

earea 692 AD date palenque tabletstablets9 9

middle florescent ceremonial period

shown conventionalized form wide distribution
date evident therefore must

first appeared mesoamericamesoamerleaMeso america much earlier date certainly
least early preceding formative period

advanced cultist civilicivilizationpation dates back first
centuries immediately preceding following beginning

christian era 8

8thisathis0
turn should notedsnosedsnoted establishessimilar early date origin worshipparticular deity especially emblemized symbol

iss itzamnaitzaina quetzalcoatl well fundamental basicreligious beliefs ancient mesoamericaylesoamericanesoMesoamerica associateddeity tree life symbol



APPENDIX

previously stated study two

general theories advanced today explain origin
high civilizations new world developed
indigenouslyindigenous ly new world early hunting
cultures result
diffusion advanced elements direct colonization

civilized people old world

latter theory prove correct should
found new world certain distinctive traits

reveal former old world connection therefore
interest note tree life symbol

seen prominent religious symbol ancient
america widespread religious symbol old
world fact comparison characteristics
symbol both world areas reveals startling similarities

example see plate I1 page 39 platalplatepalatalL page I1174

similarity further brought writings
august wunsche graaf goblet davielladaniellaDAviella

following excerpts taken WunschwunschetswunscheswunscherWunschesets
die sagen vom lebensbaum und lebenswasserlebenswasserlLebens wasserwassen
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through culture religions goes legend
tree life concealed powers
renewing life youth depending time
place legend appears varied modifica-
tions time adorned wonderfully fantastic way
another simple garb however basic thought
always clearly evident whoever comes possession

fruit juice tree life
power renew declining liflifeildee call back
life just expired tree life
residence partly earth glorious gardengadden

partly side where serves main-
tain lives saved many religions

legendary tree gigantic size expanse
equal earth branches twigs extend

gigantic distances under foliage saved
ones wander rest many religions fruit
much portrayed tree itself see page 1

played large part religious concepts
babylonians assyrianssyrians cuneiform texts

represent plant time like palm
another similar cedar stands eridusriduerida

place creation paradisiacal holy place
through two rivers flow

tree life frequently represented
babylonian cylinder seals assyrian palace reliefs

form mixed firlikeairlike palm banana
like fruit usually stands between two winged
genii faces eagles hold fruit

raised right hand basketlikebasket like juice container
lowered left hand

slender trunk interrupted knots goes
crown consisting sevenfold palm leaf

assyrian cylinder seal british museum
two genii pressed back two human figures
kindred connection assyrian cylinder seal
stands babylonian called fall man
cylinder british museum two figures

front tree regarded many adam
even appear represent heavenly beings

least horned head coverings figure sitting
right indicative fact behind

figure sitting left snake clearly seen
rear itself
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vie meet tree life cedar tale
gilgameshGilgamesh grows cedar mountains
holy places irvina guarded elamite
humbabambabaHu 0 see page 2

people india venerate tree life
kalpavriksha fruits impart immortality

those eat gods nourish themselves
keep themselves thus eternal youth

remain fresh healthy death power
them see page 3 0 0

mohammedansmohemynedansMohammedans call tree life sidra
tuba stands seventh heaven
middle paradise right side gods throne

branches twigs covered
precious ambrosia fruit upon angels

birds rest overshadows palacesalacesagaces canopescanoles
saved ones see page 8

according mythological conceptions
greeks apple tree regarded tree
life grew farthest west part
garden hesperides marriage zeus vith
hera gods brought bridal couple
gifts gaagha earth let tree vith golden apples
sprout bosom assigned guarding

hesperides daughters hesperis wife
atlas protection proved

inadequate even partook fruit
tree freelfreely7 themselves gaa set hundred

headed never sleeping dragon ladon son syphondyphon
echednaschednaschejnaEchSchedna watchman

horror inspiring form well terrible roar
frightened away those wished approach
tree see page 9

dutch author dalviellacalviellaDAlviella makes interest-
ing statements book de wereldreisWereldreis der symbolensymbolentSymbolsymboledSymbolenboienensent pages

1151111711511711 117

tree oldest appearing subjects
semitic images especially mesopotamia

whatever value symbol decoration
might sure especially religious
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meaning carved work round pillarspillarss
sculpture bas relief decoration

dress kings priests tree
inseparably invested religious subjects re-
peatedlypeatedly winged disc represents highest
godhead floats above top 11II rises almost
always between two per-sonagespersonages faces turned
each sometimes priests kings attitudeshippingworshippingwor sometimes monsters find
often assyrian chaldean symbols

symbol tree between two human figures
always turnedfumed faces each travelled

around world

another characteristical peculiarity holy
tree different countries snakes
twist themselves around trunk

evident above

remarkable similarity between tree life symbol

new world aid old world raises
important problem correspondence arbitrary trait

must explained those favor completely

independent origin ancient american civilizations
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