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TREE LIFE SYMBOL significance
ANCIENT AMERICAN RELIGION

CHAPTER I1

introduction

I1
problem thesis

europeans arrived new world

early sixteenth century amazed discover

cross extensively used natives religious
symbol many fantastic hypotheses advanced early
explorers explain presence even postulating

st thomas come new world taught christian
religion ancient americans

since time early discovery much

learned concerning distribution symbol

new world used architecture cruciform

tombs extensively employed sculptures

hieroglyphic manuscripts decorative element many

forms included greek latin st andrew maltese aadend tau
crosses well conventionalized cross shaped tree

since designated tree life
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latter form cross called
tree life interesting symbols

ancient religion central mesoamericanMeso american area
new world central mexico northern central
america religious significance symbol yet

detedeterminedrminedermined constitutes problem thesis

purpose study

too much known today religion
ancient mesoamericaMeso america through intensive
comparative study various deities presented

hieroglyphic manuscripts native writings
symbolic religious art architectural sculptural
remains greater knowledge subject gained

tree life striking religious symbols

area may key knowledge

possibility study

give enlightenment origin high civilizations
area today especially two theories

advanced solve problem mesoamericanMeso american origins

firstfinst maintained nearly americaamericanistsnistsfists advanced

mesoamericanMesoamerican civilizations developed indigenously new

world second result diffusion
direct colonization old world view



3

fact tree life prominent religious
symbol ancient civilizations old world

occurrence ancient america carefully studied com-

pared old world may constitute important

evievlevidencedencedenee solving fundamental problem mesoamericanMesoamerican

origins
many writers mentioned presence cross

new world few publications

dealt symbol exclusively 1879187189 smithsonian

institute published charles raus papalenquepalenouelenoue tablet ytaIlTTaTabletbletbiet
1Crcrossorossosaw thisochisothia however historical study

makes attempt interpret symbolism tablet
1901 adam Quiroquirogatsquirogabatsgatssats lacruzla cruzcrue jmabnbn ameriamerlamericaca published 2

1902 societe scientifiquescientifiquede de bruxelles published les croix
precolombiennesprecoloabiennes E beauvois 3 these two publications

historical descriptive nature writer
knows publication study present

concerns itself primarily important problem

interpretation tree life symbol

lcharlescharles rausrau palenque tablet washingtontwashington published
smithsonian instieutevinstitute 187916791

vadax2adaxadam quiroga Lla cruz en america bienasbuenas aires
editorial Ameriamoniamericanacanaocanas 19urr1901

ae3eE beauvois les croix precolombiennes bruxellespublieepubliese par la societe scientifique de bruxelles 1902
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method procedure

tree lirelifelife11 closely associated number

symbols great complex mesoamericanMeso american religious
symbolismsymbolisms example symbols four direc-
tions associated four wskyaskysky bearers 11 impossible

preliminary study include discussion ofsueh
related symbols present investigation limited
therefore cruciform tree those closely
associated elements must especially considered

interpretation symbol

necessarynecessar7 place greatest
emphasis tree liflifee maya area since
region found clearest well earliest
numerous representations symbol

necessity weaknesses study

first place field religious symbolism vast
complex requiring years intensive study acquire basic
understanding interrelationship specific symbols

then too until hieroglyphic writing fully deciphered
must always element uncertainty actual

meaning ofoertainofocertainertain signs symbols however despite
handicaps possible arrive certain definite
conclusions meaning tree lifelifer symbol
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organization thesis
study consist eight chapters

appendix remaining part introductory chapter

presented background information essential fullfallfuli
understanding theroblemtheproblemtheroproblemblemblenbien survey religion

advanced cultist civilization ancient mesoamericaMeso america

chapter II11 present tree life symbol whole

next five chapters discuss main elements

symbol involved interpretation chapter VIII con-

sist summary preceding material interpretative
conclusions appendix discuss intriguing signi-

ficance tree life symbol ancient Ameriamerlameniamericaamericascascao

view occurrence old world

II11

archaeological setting
mesoamericanMeso american area

area new world embraced study co-
mprises portion mexico central america whereswhere

pre columbian times flourished high civilization those

remarkable peoples known us today mayamayas aztecaaztecs

Toltoitoltecstolteestees Zapozapotecozapotecszapoteesteebtees olmecs01mees etc area comprising

states mexico lying south roughly 22022 north latitudelatitudes

including those northern central america territory
quintana roo central america republics
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guatemala el salvador western parts honduras

nicaragua northern costa rica see figure 1 1931943

term mesoamericaMeso america introduced designate area

place overworkedworked term middle america

used archaeologists refer region
occupied these peoples advanced cultures
entire territory panama rio grande times

including even andean region south americaamericalamerica44

ancient archaeological history mesoamerica5mesoamericaMeso americaemerica

first steps toward high civilization meso

america very little known few traces early hunting
groups dating late ice age early post leeiceiee age times

thai period 100015000 years ago found

valley mexico apparently bear relation-
ship later peoples occupying area

above remains these early nomadic hunting

cultures should found remains primitive farm-

ing cultures representing rudimentary stage civiliza-
tion including beginnings sedentary life based

iforkfor detailed characterization mesoamericanMeso american
area see paul Kirckinckirchoffhoffs actaada americanaAmericanasnap vol 1 1
january march 1931943 L ppap 9210792 107

cafter5after M wells jakeman class lectures course
mesoamericanMeso american archaeology brigham young university 1949
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agriculture development arts pottery

making clothmakingcloth making housebuildinghouse building strangely enough

however ofthisorthis stage culture growth definite trace
yet found Mesonesomesoamericamesoamerieaamerica

earliest advanced culture ffarar identified
area may said represent stage development midway

between undiscovered hypothetic primitive farming

cultures high mesoamericanmesoamerieanMesonesoamerican civilization yet

discovereddiscoveredonly sites highland central mexico

lower middle copilco zacatenco culture region

first ancient agricultural civilization Mesomesoamericamesoamerieaamerica

dates probably undiscovered beginnings third
millennium B G period basic subsistence complex

handicraft technologies ancient american civilization
maize agriculture loom weaving pottery making

coil techniquetechniques wattle daub house construction
suddenly make appearance numerous handmadehand made clay

figurines apparently represent mother goddess votive
offerings fertility cult first advanced culture
may designated view characteristic simple

figurine cult early cultist civilization
second advanced agricultural civilization

neboMesonenomesoamericamesoamerieaamerica advanced cultistultist high mesoamericanMesoamerican

characterized developed ritual saw flowering
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Mesonesonebomesoamerlcanmesoamericanamerican culture although complex progressprogressiveives

beginning early cultist civilization
evidently direct outgrowth latter aspisp

therefore unknown origin period marked

dominance religion least cultism nearly

activities centering worship cult
god rain fertility life featuring temple ritual

nan6symbolic religious art general characteristics
include towns cities intensive agriculture irriga-
tion dry regions true corn fine cotton textiles
advanced pottery mound building masonry architecture
fine stone sculpture metallurgy hieroglyphic writing
advanced cilendarcalendar system theocratic government craft
specialization class distinctions

civilization three main periods development

during earliest formative preclassicpre classic period

culture dating perhaps 200 B C earlier
35030 koo400 d0daD principal characteristics
advanced cultist civilization established final
phase earlibstearliest period dating 20030200350200 30350 tip100cilloo400 D

phase period far discovered extent
emerged regional cultist developments

6jakemanjakeman locloelooioe cit
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civilization early olmecolaecolmed southern mexico

gulf coast region nearly identical early maya

yucatan upper middle cuieuilcocuicuilceticoman4tieomanotichman high-

land central mexico mirabmirafmirafloresloreslonesiones highland
guatemala

second period advanced cultist civilization
florescent ceremonial olasClasclassicsiensieOslen cultures

advanced regional specializations classic almeeolaecolmee la
venta classic mayasmaya teotihuacan classieclassic zapotecozapoteczapotecp dating

30350 400loo100 890 diD chismasthismas period

full cultist development featuring high pyramid temples

complex ceremonial centers elaborate rituals occasionally invol-
ving human sacrifice riahpicliriqh religious symbolism jaguar
mask feathered serpent tree life ebeetcete

period classic achievements ancient mesoamericaMeso america

subuchchartsartsapts stone sculpture stucco modeling vase painting
astronomy chronology

florescent ceremonial classic period came

end change unrest P temporary retrogression 0 cities
fell ruin abandoned while others passed under

alien domination following disappearance ceremonial

cultures however Advadvancedadvaneedaneed cultist civilization again

unified under militant cultists famous toltec
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priest king conqueror quetzalcoat127quetzalcoatl thus ushered

third militaristic period war gods militarism
now became dominant conquest carried tribute

victims human sacrifice religious centers becoming

walled fortified towns period marked however

renaissance art classic achievements

ancient mesoamericaMesoamerica architecture three phases mark

period first transitional phase lasting
890 1000 dfD barbarian invasions
conquests empire quetzalcoatl kukulcan second

utolteenuTtoltecolteen phase lasted 1000 1175117 D epoch

tula central mexico mexican maya chichen itza
yucatan followed mixtecamixtecan nahua aztec

period dating 1175 12114512114.515211545 D

brought militaristic development climax aztec

empire fall aztecaaztecs european invaders

1521 maya 1545145 came end decadent

militaristic cultures therewith end

ancient mesoamericanMesoamerican civilization

7notenot confused ancient god quetzalcoatlquetzalcoatlp
whose birdbind feathered serpent emblem first appears
temples preceding florescent ceremonial period



13

survey religion
advanced cultistoulculoui bist civilization ancient mesoamericaMeso america

religion cultism dominated every phase life
advanced cultist high mesoamericanMesoamerican civilization

included pantheon gods developed theology elaborate
temple rites ceremonies graded priesthood complex

symbolism

pantheon seemingly consisted innumerable deities
great others lesser significance however study

situation reveals many gods actually merely

different aspects manifestations few great gods each

being called name best expressed special aspect

represented

creator godatgod head pantheon stood

creator universe god life sustenance

sumpremesumpreme ineffable god far above ordinary

people played small role lives
yucatan supreme creator god called hunabhunag ku

god seventeenth century yucatan historian cogolludoCogol ludo

describes him living true god said
greatest gods cannot figured

represented incorporeal book

ad8ddegotegodebo Llopezopez de cogolludoCogol ludo historiatoritorl de yucatlyucatan madrid
ivan garciagareiagarelagancia infanzon 1688 p 192twotroTWCCreianrelangianglan los indindies de
yucatan que avia un dios unico viuoliuo y verdadero que dezizn
ser eel1 mayor de los diosesdiases y que tenia figura ni se podia
figularfigurar por ser incorporeoineorporeo este llamabanllamaban hunabhunag ku
de este dezlan que procedianproc edian todas las cosas y como incorporeoineorporeo

ie adorabanadoraban con imagen albunaalguna 11
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chilamchhlam balam chumayelChumayel called oxlahuntiku
means literally thirteen god gods roys states

thirteen gods probably gods thirteen
heavens maya cosmos usually treated
single god 97 barrera minquezvtequezvinquez suggests name signifies

infinite god efflofflo10

turning central mexico find head

aztec pantheon tloquetloggetrogge Nahaque creator supreme

ineffable bodgodgods m whose worship restricted 11 below

him however creative couplecouples tonacatecuhtlltonaeatecuhtlis creator
godgodsgodo lord our substance wife tonacacihuatltonacaeihuatlv

12fulfilled function parents origin divinities
codex telleriano remensisdemensis states god tonacatecuhtlitonaeateeuhtli

appeared good him breathed divided waters

heaven earth first confused
01313togetogethertherstherothedo disposed them now southern

9ralphjralphralph L roys editorseditor book chilamchhlam balam
Chumchumayelghumayelayel washington carnegie institution washingtonhingtonWaa 19331933 9

P gge99999

10alfredo barrera vasquez los diosesdiasescloses manassmayasma4ass memexicomoom00
prehispanicoprehisp4nico Mmexicoxicoaico rafael loera y chavez 19461941946. f P 512312
number ththirteenarteenrteen symbol completion infinity maya
nimernumerologyology

llllgeorgehceorgehgeorgelageorgeGeorgegeorbe C Vailvallvalivaillantlants aztecsazteesaltees mexico garden city N ybY
D appleton century company 1940s194 P 174

12ibid p 17414
13lewislewis spence gods mexico new york frederick

stokes company 1920 p 78877
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mexico zapotec creator god equivalent tloque nahaquehahaque

hunabhunag ku known names coqui beepxeepxee coqui cella
lord beginning pijiaiji tao great wind0

said him teathethathethab creator things

himself uncreated mikulkmib creator pair like
tonacateeuhtli tonacacihuatltonaeacihuatl aztecaaztecs called cozaanaCoz aana

noreOCrenonecocreatorcreatorocreatorcreatonatoraborazor maker beasts huichaanahuiehaana creator maker

men fishes yisgis1151

highland guatemala supreme god creative
council quiche nation hunahpu heldholdheid position
similar hunaghunab ku maya associated
two gods Qukuqukuzatzgukumatzmatzzatz hurukanrukanHu work creation

creator pairpairs xpiyacoc snucane2mueanes identical closely
connected tonaeatecuhtlitonacateeuhtli tonacacihuatl aztecsazteesaltees

quiche father mother gods 16i 0

rain fertility life god central deity
mesoamericaMesoamerica however rain fertility life god

yucatan principal manifestation chacchao rain
god chacchacchao rain god primarily association god

windwindovinda thunder lightning hence extensiori6ofextension

14hartley14Hartleyflartleyharkley burr alexander mythology races
bat&ntcb4stdu marshall jones company 1920 vol p 87

151bidpibid p 87

16popollopopollopopolo vuhauh trans adrian recinos mexico fondo dedo
cultura economicaeeonomicaeconomicalEconomica 1947t1947 L PP 87p87 96
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fertility agriculture broad sense idea
growth germination still further extensionextensions even

17cornfields chacchao regarded single
god four gods onesoney different chaochac each

cardinal points closely associated chaos

four cardinal points bacaba sky bearerstbearers 044

among multitude gods nation worshippedworshipped
worshippedworshipped four each them called bacab said

four brothers whom god created world
placed four points holding sky

should fall said bacabsbaeabsbacans
escaped world destroyed deluge
gave names each them designated them
part woidworld where god placed him bearing
heavens 0

10

cogolludoCogolludo states bacabsbacans gods winds 199

close connection between rain wind gods noted

morleysmorlessMorleys statement chacchaochac seems associated
wind god indeed wind god may again

special manifestation rain god may

02020separate existence 1 0 40
9 roysboys points native

author sixteenth century maya motul dictionary considers

sylvanus173ylvanussyivanussyivanus G morley ancienancient maya stanford stanford
university press 1946 p 213

18landaslandal relacion de las cosas de ywcaYucayucatansyucatantraotans ed trans
alfred M tozzer papers peabody museum american
archaeology ethnology harvard university oancambridgebridge
published museum igli194119.19lgig p 136

19cogolludos00901cogolludoCogolludo ided cit 0 0.0 p 197

20morley20qrlqj20Morleynorley opppap cit p 22522
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chaos person states chacchao giggiganticanticantieanble
man taught agriculture whom later considered god

bread water thunder lightning 21 rain god

benevolent deity always thefriendth friendefriend man associated
creation life never enemy never god

allied powers death destruction 22

highland central mexico rain god gods

corresponding chacchao yucatan called tlalocblaloc tlaloctlaloeblaloc
god lived terrestrial paradise aldaidwidend gave

men life subsistence unquestionably

venerated gods mexico apparent fact
five yearly festivals celebrated honor

important deity pre aztec times being

principal god toltecs yucatan mexico

four sky bearers compare four bacabsbacans maya

identical closely associated chaos doubtlessly
equated them namely tlauizalpanteouhtlitlauizalpantecuhtli obonoton teouhtlitecuhtli

quetzalcoatl ehecatlobhecatl mictlantecuhtli these sky bearers
samsamesan tzitzimime gods air brought

rain water thunder nadaad lightning 23

21royasroys ak2kop citowcitopcit pap0p 172

22morley22moley22morleyMoleymonley Mop cite p 22522

23jJ bricericbrie Thompthompsonbonssons skySU bearers colors directions
maya mexican religion contributionscontributions americanamerlean archaeology

10 washington carnegie institution washington 193419340 9

P 229
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southern mexico gocijo god painsrainsrainpain thunthunderderPdepp

lightning symbolized jaguar corresponds tlaloctlalooblaloc

chacchao east coast mexico rain god blel tajinbajin
symbolized jaguar highland guatemala

equivalent deity tohilbohil toh god rain agriculture
cardinal points haruHuruearurukanhurukanhurukansHu kanskanj god wind however may

considered rain god 24T

antiquity rain wind god gods

noted archaeologist armillas gulf coast

mexico lived time corresponding culture

la venta type ancestor tlalocblaloc near relatives
25chacchao cocijoscocijococilo tajinbajin thompson notes antiquity

typical worship rain gods
fertility chaos yucatan tlalocs valley

mexico seemingly religion early
sources inform us preceded introduction Idolaidolatrytryotryp

partly survived present day e
262

greatpriestgreatgreab priest godtheGodgoethe great priest god intro-
duced arts mdend sciences hieroglyphic writings books

ah2htmateosmateos higuera cuadro sinoptico de los panteonesPanteones
mesoamericanosmesoamericanospMeso americanos mexicomeiicomedico prehispprehispaniconico mexico rafael loera y
chavez 1946 following p 5410343543

25pedropedro Armilarmillaslass quoted miguel acosta saignes ed
bernardino de Sahasahagungunsgunj historia general de las cosas de nueva
espahaespada mexico editorial nueva espana 194bp194 P 23

26jJ ericerieedleedic thompsonthonpson moon goddess middle
americaamericas contributions american anthropology historytorys
vol VPV nos 9 242924 29 contributions ameramerican anthropologyhrop oby
history 29 washington published carnegie institute

washington 19391939.19391 P 127
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calendar chronology etcsetcetas very important deity
mesoamericaMesoamerica maya area god called itzamnaitzamnalitzainaItz amna

lord heavens lord day night son
27creator god hunabhunag ku itzamnaitzaina extensively worshippedwor shipped

under different namenamesicamesi kinich ahau yaxcocahmut kabul 9

etc each being different manifestation same deity
kinich ahau 1

sun eyed lord sun god lord
light yaxcocahmut sky god kabul healing god

appears aspect rain life godogod

chacchao deity whom chaos rain gods represent
since common name itzamnaitzaina probably means moisture

heaven while another titles itzimtulitzimtlul chacchao 28datdaa

moreover fourfold aspect like chacchao each aspect

caseease chacchao being associated world direction
world color 297 during burner ceremony invoked

along chaos rain making30making3makingsmaking 303 early authority
lizana states associated sky attributes

27morley27morley op sits2itpcit p 223

28jakeman28 jakeman loc cit see thompson shemoonthemoonsoonMoon goddessgodde
middle america Ccontributionscontrtbutionsontrcontrutionsunions american anthropology
history vol V nos W214 29 op cit p 161ibllolloiigi

29thompsonpthompson moon goddess middle america
contributions american anthropology historytorys vol V
nos 242924 29 ae2eop cit p 160iboigo

301301bid3qlbidbid p 12152
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him remark 1I am dew substance heaven

clouds 313 itzamnaitzamnalsitzainaItz amna connection rain further
emphasized account relacion de campocolchegampocolche

chocola states times hunger

rain maya made sacrifices itzamnaitzamnaoitzainaItz amna saying

great lord sky art placed clouds

sky give us good year maize 323

itzamnaitzaina benevolentdeitybenevolent deitydelty never connected

destruction never associated symbols death33death
compare chacchao indicated worship god

medicine healing under title kabul

priestpriestor culture god highland central mexico

corresponding itzamnaitzaina yucatan apparently quetzalcoatl
precious bird feathered serpent called

ehecatlEhecatl god winds like itzamnaitzaina associated
four quarters cortes landed vera cruzacruzvcruz montezuma

believed god quetzalcoatl returned therefore
sent himthehirthehim dress appropriate him consisted

3lbernardo de lizana historia de yucatani mexico D PF 4

imprentaprentaimprontaIm del museo nacional 1093 40

32thompson32Thompson moon goddess middle america
contributions american anthropology history vol V
nos 242924 29 loc cit

33morley33Morley apppop cit p 222
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34costumes four gods cardinal points
spence states these four deities dominant four
quarters heavens higher theology

become fused conception quetzalcoatl
35variantsofvariant sof him association rain

noted fact wore miter spotted like
jaguar skin36skin 5 jaguar symbol rain god37god

saignessaisal gnes suggests rain god toltecs
38god winds hence both tlalocblaloc quetzalcoatl

quetzalcoatl very ancient god mexico

indicated sculptured representations feathered
serpent symbol temple quetzalcoatl teotihuacan
center teotihuacan civilization florescent
ceremonial period preceding time toltecs aztecsazteca

reincarnated priest god should noted
god quetzalcoatl confused priest

representatives reincarnationsincarnationsre later times

jbernardino de sahagusahagunsahaban historia general de las cosas
de nueva espana ed miguel acosta saignes exicomexico editorial
nueva Espespaniaafia a2aa 1946 vol ap3p3 ppap 202202.202420 ak2k2

353spence35spenceSpence pap2op cit I1 p 119
36 10

sahagun ed cit vol 1 p 23

37the jaguar symbol rain god southern
eastern mexico see above see herbert J Spinspindendens study

maya art memoirs peabody museum american archaeology
ethnology harvard university cambridge published

museum 191319131 P 77

38acosta38acosta saignes loc cit p 22 note 1
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bore title quetzalcoatl prominent these

later priest quetzaleoatls fafamousus benthtenth century hero
ce acaelacatlacaliati qletzaleoatloquetzalcoatl priest king toltecs tula
memexicoxieo known yucatan kukulcan highland

guatemala gucumatzgueumatzpgucumetzmatz names equivalent meaning

quetzalcoatlquetzalecatl mayaneaymay languages those lands

described tall stately figure long beard

caucasian features 397 actual portrait stone

quetzalcoatl Kukkukuljanku&ulcankukuleanaleanuleanaloan discovered carving

chichen itza yucatan cities conquered seee

above page 12viai2 clearly depicted long

flowing beard

tenth century quetzalcoatl kukulcankukuleanKukulean said
introduced idolatry yucatayucatanbucatan earlymayaearly maymmayanaym account

spanish states
ancients say ancientlycientlyp nearly eight

hundred years did worship idols land
mexicans entered took possession

captain called quetzalcoatl mexican language
means t featheredtfeatherea serpentserpent7171 0 introduced

idolatry thislandland use idols gods

said first settlers chichen itza
idolatersidolaters until KukEukkukulcanulean mexican petainpptaincaptain entered

these parts taught them idolatryidolatry44

i39juan39juan de tortoptorquemadauemadademada Monarmonarauiamonarquiaquiaqulaquie indiana p vol 2 mexicochavezchivezeditorial salvador chavez hayhoe 1943o194319430 p 4boabo40

4gaspar4ogaspar antonio chi historicalhistorical recollections ed
trans M wells jakeman origins histhistory
mayas part 1 los angeles searchresearchbearch publishing company

1-971945lpP p 95
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although quetzalcoatl kukulcan brought cruelty
tyranny yucatan task establishing empire

land brought mayamay new era peace

architectural splendor during time reigned
yucatan empire chichen itza reached zenith glory

cultural achievement departure yucatan festivfestin
celebrated honor

among indians said
gone heaven gods account
regarded him god ffixed time him

should celebrate festival him
celebrqedcelebrated throughout land until destructionmayapan41

mexico quetzalcoatl kukulcan delfied
death god venus morning star

mother goddess aiso important pantheon

gods mother goddess apparently moon goddess

wifecrwife OP sometimes sister sun

patron textile workers presumed inventor weaving 4242.42

presided generation childbirthchildbirth4343 known

our grandmother mother gods 44 mexican

41landas41landas relacion de las cosas de yucatan ided citcatapcitap
p 157

42thompson42thompson moon goddess middle america
contributions american anthropology history vol V V nos
24 29j29 srwpresewop citcite ppap 29v29 132 see lopez dee 0

Ccogolludogol1udoCogol ludo ed
cit pep lgb

43sahagun43sahagun ad2ded citcite vol 1 ppap 262826 28

ethompsonwthompson44thompsonWT44 Thompsonhompsonhampson moon goddess middle america
contributions american anthropology history vol VsV nos
24293242924 29293 22op cit P 137 see tozzer op cit p 10
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theology mother goddess earth goddess mother

maize god 451 maya theology appears

same46same0samecsaneo goddess divination very

closely connected water47water 47 mexican area many

titles synonyms among them tlazolteotltlazolteotlo toci 9 xochiquetzalxoehiquetzalXochiquetzal
ixcuinasixcuina tetoinnan48tetoinnan among maya known ixchel

ix azal uoh49noh9noha likelihood innumerable female

figurines found mesoamericaMeso america used

fertility rites worship mother goddess

god death ongong important deities
mesoamericaMeso america god death known ah puchfuchbuch hunhauhunfau
among maya mictlantecuhtli among mexicans him

evil especially death emanated ruler
underworld hell 11 though prince

devils50devils 50

45vaillant45vaillant op sitritciteibelb p 182

46thompson46thompson p moon goddess middle america
contributions american anthropology history vol yV
nos 21124 29j29 OP cit p 141

47ssahagun idaidjedped cit ppo 27270

48vaillant48valliantvaillantvaillanvalliant Mop eit2eitelteita p 182 see thompson
moon goddess middle america contributions american
anthropology history vol V nos 242924 29 QPop eitsitelteitelt fpPP 127128127 128

49thompson49thompson moongoddessmoon goddess middle america
contributions american anthropology hihistory P vol VsV
nos 242429222929 92OP cit2citacitcito ppap 129132129 132

landailanda1 relacion de las cosas de yucatan ed cit
P 132
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mexican war godstwoGods Two very important mexican deities
tezcatlipoca huitzilopochtlihuitzilopochtlie events recounted

annals seemsthatseems introduction these two gods

aztecsazteca largely replaced old cult quetzaleoatlquetzalcoatl

tlalocblaloc 511

war god huitzilopochtli chief deity

tenochtitlan aztec capital sahagansahagunsahagusanagan describes him very

warlike great destroyer towns murderer many

people 527 especially connection worship

god human sacrifice practiced
tezcatlipoca god hard define sometimes

appears adversary quetzaleoatl toltec divinity
sometimes however quetzalcoatlquetzaleoatl depicted white

tezcatlipoca vaillant states under name feathered
serpent attributes powers tezcatlipoca

quetzaleoatlquetzalcoatl presided destinies cholula

central mexican city built large round temple
533gobodgodd quetzalcoatlquetzaleoatl

tezcatlipoca widely worshippedworshipped god whose powers

attributes shared others god presided four
directions54directions 54 sahagun speaks him invisible god went

5lvaillantvaillant 92op cit ppap 588958598 599

52sahagunSahagun52sahagun ed eltos vol ap1p1 pep 19196

53vaillant53vaillant pap2op elteitsitcit p 175017

54ibid544 ibid p 17517
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55places sky earth underworld

lesser gods innumerable lesser gods

Mesomesoamericamesoamerieaamerica gods upper lower

worlds gods elements earth air fire water

gods mountains volcanoes gods medicine disease
gods carnal vice gods twenty days numerals

katunscatuns twenty yearyeadyeap periods calendar tribal
gods gods fertility gods flowers dances songs

games gods potters weavers mat makers gods workers

wood soneaoneadne metalmetalsmetai gods banquet feasts well
56c

many gods connected sowing ripening harvest
cosmological theoltheological aspects ancient meso

american religionligion belief people

ancient mesoamericaMesoamerica that worlds each hadbeen
destroyeddestro7ed cataclysm preceded present order

577these destructions great floodfloods
excellent account creation world

related popol vuhauh nationalbooknational book quiquicheche maya 58

55 155sahagusahagunSahagun ed cit vol 1 p 21

56thomas56thomas joycejoyee mexican archaearchaeology new york QG P
putnamsputnamtsputnamsrPutnamts sons 1914 PP 101 0PV4

7 e57tlandsandes relacion de las cosas de yucatan 2.2edd cit t
PP 135 136

58popolpopol vuhauh ed citdit pop 89
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mexican account given modern interpreter ancient

pre columbian book aztecaaztecs codex tellerlanotelleriano remensisdemensis

speaking god tonacateeuhtli states god ft

appeared good him breathed divided waters

heavens earth first confused to-

gether 59disposed them now 7

world conceived having thirteen heavens

arranged layers lowest earth thesethes
heavens represented dwelling places gods creator

60god being highest nine underworldsunderworlds

arranged layers each presided nine gods

lower world bolontikuBolontiku miwamewamay nine lords
61night highland central mexico MW area

lowest layers mitnalmicnal presided ah puohpuch
626lord deathedeathsdeath nine underworldsunderworlds mexico called

mictlanmictlansmiculanMict lanolansianolanian ruled mietlantecuhtlimictlantecnhtli wife
63mictlancihuatlmictlaneihuatl sahagun describes paradise aideideldm d hell

writings designates type people assigned each
164degree glory

59spence59spence op citeitelteltocito P p 36

60morley60morley op citsaitscit p 216 see vaillant 92op cit 0 9.9

p 170

61roysaloystloys op clawsclawycit p 99 note 14
62morleypmorley op citciucluaitscits p 216

633vaillant63vaillant3vaillant 0 cit p 184

64sahameammateahagunteahagun9 ed citppeitspp 313319313 319
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although seemingly knowledge

resurrection body death thepeoplespeoples meso

america believed immortality boulandsoulboululand judgementjudgement

continual struggle between powers good

evil masmansnasnans destiny maya belief revealed landa

said future life divided good
bad lifeilfe painful full bf rest

bad painful vicious people while
good delightful those whwhojiad95 lived well

according manner living b

priesthoodthePriesthood priesthood very influential
class mesoamericaMesoamerica being powerful even nobility

high priests held keys religion maya

66area succeeded son nearest relative
priests taught sciences aadaidald wrote books landa

states high priest
him key learning md

these matters dedicated themselthemselvesves mostly 0

seldom dealt matters pertaining sacrifices
except time principal feglesfegltsfeasts very
important matters business 0

7

actually priests impersonated gods earth

valliant states priests charge worship

temple ritual each specific god goddess

65landals65landasLandals relacionrelaciobelaciofn dedo las cosas de yucatanyucatan ed citpcippcit
P 131

661bid661LL
ibidbid ppap 27 21521

671bid9ibid p 27



29

ceremonies assumed dress divinity imper
68

sonatinasonatingsonating himhini earth same thing noted nayamavanava

area
casagasaoasacaba de las cabesas itzamalzamal dwelt

priests gods revered
extent lords aadend punished

rewarded obeyed great fear
asserted believed inwith bucheuch feamfearsuct9fearnothing incredible 9

Ttempletempie ritual lerejereceremoniesmoniesnonies throughout mesoamericaMesoamerica

rites ceremonies performed honor placate
gods needs sorts both individual group

general features ceremonies included pre-

liminary fasting abstinences selection priestly
divination auspicious day celebrate rite

designated day expulsion evil spirit
midst worshippersworshipper4shippersworwop incensing idols

offering prayers sacrificing living thing
order smear blood image god whose honor

ceremony held general feasting drinking70drinking 707

mostimportantimportant ceremonies centered around

commencement newhewnow year time old ceremonial

fires temples extinguished new fires lighted

68vaillant D cit p 186

69lizana69lizana t ed aitoscitoscit p 5

olandaqlanda7ftandatalanda belaciorelacionrelacion dedo las cosas de bucatayucatayucatann ed cit
p 138 see morley Mop eit0eitacit p 236
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temples renovarenovatedtedobedoledo houses refurbished new utensils
mademad 71 ceremonies celebration
eighteen months each onge having special patron deity

72peculiar ritesnitespites ceremonies wereperformedperformed maya area

erection katun stone monument end

each thirteen catunskatuns twenty tearyear periods73periods 73

array gods goddesses presiding
twenty days honored placated

ak7kappropriate time

templesT priesthood conducted importantimport ant

religious ceremonies places worship ortomplestemples temple

religious architecture therefore highly developed

definite evolution traced low altar platform

formative period high flat topped pyramid stepped

tower temple florescent ceremonial militaristic periods
pyramid serving pedestal base temple itself

top raising latter above common dwellings associated
buildings presumably housed temple staff paralleled

development temple thus came existence

73 vaillant Mop cit ppap 200 2ml2q1

72landas relacionrelaeion dedo las cosas dedo yucat4nyucatanYacatanyucatancetan ed cit
ppap 1511ll151isilsi 1igeiiguiF see vaillvaillant V 22op cltjclujcit ppap lgbigo 197

73morley73morley ar2rop cit p 241

74vaillant74vaillant Mop sicittst ppap 190191190 191
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ceremonialneeremonial center temple pyramids aldaidsadmidaad palaces

priest rulers grouped around plazaspiazas courts whole

placed great natural artificial terrace acropolis
temples erected house congregations

rather shrines gods principal ceremonies

conductedconductedatconductedat entrance temple top pyramid

full view spectators grouped balowinbelowinbelowbelov temple

plasaplaza
religious art symbolism closely associated

temple architecture sculptured religious ornamentation
temples themselves pyramids sculptured

figures saddesignsaadaidsadeldmid designs essentially symbolic main god

isslbs rainbainfain wind lifelire light god symbolism

pictorially expressed walls temples

sacred books robes aaaiddheadaheadhead dresses priestspriest9
ceremonial yanesvasesvanesyabes every lifeilfe formforncormnorm entering

embellishment temples palaces employed foritsboritsfop ils
significance religious symbolism builders whether

serpent jaguar bird monster nermanfirmanneaman figure human

figures priests representing principal deltydeitydelby identified
various masks symbolic emblems holmes

stresses significance symbolism ancient meso

amerleanamericanameriamerl ean religion following words

inaymay premisepromise very many purely
conventional designsdesign scrolls frets meanders

zigzagszigzags meanings hidden t uninitiateduninitiatedp coming
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down less conventional phases development
pretty certain even latest period

maya history various motives employed decoration
significant used

traditional appropriate associations
see life form even non graphic device

associated given structure may fairly assume
special significance aid function

connectionconnectiont55

75william75william H holmes archaeological studies among
ancient cities mexico anthropological series vol II11
chicago field columbian museum n d p 522



CHAPTER II11

mm OP lleeLIESlifs IK ancientAHCIENT mbsoamerica

distribution
cross shaped tree designateddesignatedbydesignatedwydby archaeologists

tree life symbolism yet howeverhowevers

bedefinitelydefinitely established newmew world representa-

tions occurs frequently religious art ancient
mesomesoamericaamerica poportrayedrtrayedstrayed sculptures native
hieroglyphic manuscripts codicodiceseebeesceb frequently re-

ferred early non hieroglyphic writings 0 f
sixteenth century

sculptured representations ancient meso

american tree life found especially maya area
palenque ancient maya city located usumacintaUsumacinta

valley present state ohiaChiaohlachiapaspabopaso comettecomethemethecome two best
known complete delineations symbol

these 0 arsfirstfrs tablet cross discovered
back wall temple since designated temple

cross second tablet foliated cross

temple foliatedfoliatedcrosscrosscrosb both these remarkable

sculptures date middle classic maya period

33
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precisely 692 D 1 original tablet
cross isnow display national museum mexico

2mexico city plaster cast tablet owned

department archaeology brigham young university
writer received answer written inquiries regarding

tablet foliated cross lack written material
subject seem indicate longer

existence
two sculptured representations less complete

above named containing essential features
symbol found maya area first
lintel 2 yaxchilanvaxchilanYaxVaxchilanchlian ancient city Usuttsumacintausumacintamacinta

valley chiapasohiGhiohl apas dates 692 D shortly
3J second found northern panel

temple wall panels building monjashonjas group

chichen itza dating mexican toltec period

eleventh twelfth centuries d4daD

representations tree life remarkably

similar these sculptured examples seen

imorleymorley 22op siepsitpcit ppap 63 33533

2jakemanjakeman private communication

3morley PPop cit ppap 3353333633533630336336

4karlkariakarlkarl ruppert temple wall panels contributions
american archaeology 3 wasiWadiwashwaddingtonwaaiingtonwadiingtonington Caconegiecarnegiecanegienebieneblenegie institution
washington 1931s1931 ppap 120121120 121 130
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surviving maya mexican hieroglyphic manuscripts codices

dating ceneencenturiestaniesturies immediately preceding european

conquest

three known maya codices two namely

codex dresdensisDresdensis codex tro cortesianus portray

called tree life Unfortunateunfortunatelylys nothing known

early history these manuscripts dresden codex dis-
covered vienna austria 1839 given royal
library now known state library dresden germany

where remains today5todaytodays although many years believed

aztec codex now established originated
peten region guatemala specifically vicinity

tikaleikal seibal piedras nebras during classic maya

old empire period carried yucatan maya immigrants

time fall oldempireoldoid empire 06 dr M wells jakeman

believes codex very probably copy recopy

late old empire transitional period manuscriptmanuseript 07 hence

5morleymorley opppap citpcitcipp ppap 297299297 299

aj6jJ antonio villacorta carlos villacorta codices
mayas dresdensisdresdonsis peresianusper6sianus tro cortesianus guatemala city
de la sociedadsociedadeSocie dad deae geografiaGeografia e historia de guatemala 19331 PP 898 9

am7mM wells jakeman origin history mayas
part 1 los angeles research publishing company 1945 p 18

evidence inclusion full longtlongalong count dates
found inscriptions later transitional period

lunar count feature later inscriptions
old empire further evidence dating orlaoriaorleoriginalinalinai
dresden manuscript adduced morleymcitpp299301morleyopcit pp29930l spinden
0op citp154statescitplh states codex ie extant copy maywaisomewfisomewfisome assurance assigned northern yucatan date

later 1200 D


