Brigham Young University

BYU ScholarsArchive
Theses and Dissertations
2002

Faith, Femininity, and the Frontier: the Life of Martha Jane
Knowlton Coray
Amy Reynolds Billings
Brigham Young University - Provo

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/etd
Part of the Mormon Studies Commons, United States History Commons, and the Women's Studies
Commons

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Billings, Amy Reynolds, "Faith, Femininity, and the Frontier: the Life of Martha Jane Knowlton Coray"
(2002). Theses and Dissertations. 4532.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/etd/4532

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Theses and Dissertations by an authorized administrator of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more information, please
contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

ABSTRACT

FAITH FEMINITY AND THE FRONTIER THE LIFE OF

MARTHA JANE KNOWLTON CORAY

amy reynolds billings
department of history
master of arts

through examining the life of martha jane knowlton coray a nineteenth
century mormon woman this thesis establishes an analytical framework for
studying the lives of mormon women in territorial utah

their faith femininity

and the frontier form the boundaries in which their lives are studied

their faith

was primarily defined by the doctrines of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints such as a belief in a restored gospel and priesthood temples and

polygamy these unique beliefs also fostered an identity as a chosen people and
contributed to hostile feelings from their neighbors persecution followed and the

latter day saint community responded by isolating themselves geographically
and ideologically from their perceived enemies

this isolation

in turn elevated

the importance of
LDS doctrine and culture in mormon womens lives
oflds
oflas

mormon women also brought to utah territory northeastern notions of
domesticity promulgated through womens magazines of the time in utah local

newspapers also forwarded the ideals of purity piety submissiveness and virtue

mormon women claimed to implement these values in their lives but protestant
women found their acceptance of polygamy an insult to womanhood

finally mormon women lived on the western frontier isolated from
markets in a desert such circumstances inevitably affected their lives they had
to sacrifice convenience economic stability and physical comforts while

establishing a reliable food supply irrigation systems schools and homes
fam ilys
domestic production of food stuffs and goods became essential to a familys
survival

this picture of mormon women though generally
to examine the many unique facets of their lives

accurate is not enough

the triad of faith femininity

the frontier sets the boundaries for the study but does not account for the

womans unique personality and circumstances 1I have
differences between each comans
chosen martha jane knowlton coray to test the boundaries established in this
framework As a believer martha was concerned with building the kingdom of

god she followed brigham youngs 1870s directives and her own ambitions to
sell medicinal products throughout utah territory doctrine regarding eternal
families and her domestic ideals no doubt contributed to her choice to have twelve

children but martha and howard failed at their attempt to practice polygamy
and poverty prevented martha from doing as much for her children as she would
have liked marthas life illustrates that although the greatest influences in

mormon womens lives can be identified the individual paths followed were
forged by choice personality and determination
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ABSTRACT

FAITH FEMINITY AND THE FRONTIER THE LIFE OF
MARTHA JANE KNOWLTON CORAY

amy reynolds billings
department of history
master of arts

through examining the life of martha jane knowlton coray a nineteenth
century mormon woman this thesis establishes an analytical framework for
studying the lives of mormon women in territorial utah their faith femininity
and the frontier form the boundaries in which their lives are studied

their faith

was primarily defined by the doctrines of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints such as a belief in a restored gospel and priesthood temples and

polygamy these unique beliefs also fostered an identity as a chosen people and
contributed to hostile feelings from their neighbors persecution followed and the

latter day saint community responded by isolating themselves geographically
and ideologically from their perceived enemies

this isolation

in turn elevated

the importance of
LDS doctrine and culture in mormon womens lives
oflds
oflas

mormon women also brought to utah territory northeastern notions of
domesticity promulgated through womens magazines of the time in utah local

newspapers also forwarded the ideals of purity piety submissiveness and virtue

mormon women claimed to implement these values in their lives but protestant
women found their acceptance of polygamy an insult to womanhood

finally mormon women lived on the western frontier isolated from
markets in a desert such circumstances inevitably affected their lives

they had

to sacrifice convenience economic stability and physical comforts while

establishing a reliable food supply irrigation systems schools and homes

domestic production of food stuffs and goods became essential to a fam
familys
ilys
survival

this picture of mormon women though generally accurate
to examine the many unique facets

is not enough

of their lives the triad of faith femininity

the frontier sets the boundaries for the study but does not account for the

differences between each womans
comans unique personality and circumstances

1I

have

chosen martha jane knowlton coray to test the boundaries established in this
framework As a believer martha was concerned with building the kingdom of

god she followed brigham youngs 1870s directives and her own ambitions to
sell medicinal products throughout

utah territory doctrine regarding eternal

families and her domestic ideals no doubt contributed to her choice to have twelve
children but martha and howard failed at their attempt to practice polygamy
and poverty prevented martha from doing as much for her children as she would

have liked marthas life illustrates that although the greatest influences in

mormon womens lives can be identified the individual paths followed were
forged by choice personality and determination
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PREFACE

1I

was first introduced to martha jane knowlton coray when 1I was twelve years

old brigham young university had just remodeled the maeser building and was

dedicating the lecture hall in honor of my great great great grandmother my father had
decided to attend and 1I was invited to accompany him 1I remember feeling shy and
awkward in the presence of so many great aunts and uncles but also intrigued by their
family stories following the dedication ceremony my father took me to the university

archives where we looked at marthas diary and old family pictures
I1

of their homestead

dont remember thinking much about martha after that until 1I arrived at BYU my

freshman year one of the classes 1I had that year was held in the coray lecture hall 1I

was feeling a lot like a small fish in a big ocean that first day of class and remember taking
the time to read the plaque on the wall about my ancestor 1I saw that plaque several times
a week which kept her in my mind long enough for me to change my major from chemical

engineering to history after 1I changed my major martha became a bit of an obsession 1I

wrote several small papers on martha for various classes in my undergraduate career and
an honors thesis through which 1I came to know the woman and her achievements

yet 1I

hadnt really put her into any sort of context

and so we come to my masters thesis from the outset 1I had specific goals
first 1I wanted to study martha and other mormon women on their own terms 1I felt that
they were women who had made choices that led them to utah and that they were there

xvii

xviii
xvm
bvm

because they believed in the religious message of the church of jesus christ of latter day
finists
feminists
saints 1I did not want to portray them as either victims of polygamy or liberated fen

because of polygamy thus the necessity of studying their faith and its impact on their lives
became apparent second it was clear that they had not completely separated themselves
ideologically from their burned over district counterparts mormon women followed the
directives of domestic ideology with nearly the same devotion as their northeastern

counterparts consequently the cult of true womanhood needed to be addressed

these initial observations led me to a simplistic comparison between the two
groups until

dr

susan

S

in US womens history

rugh recommended unequal sisters
1

the multi

A multi

cultural reader

cultural analysis discussed in the introduction to this

book immediately rang true to my understanding of mormon women rather than
analyzing them in terms of their deviation from a fictitious norm mormon women could
be discussed in terms of their own unique cultural values combined with the realities of the

constraints created by their physical surroundings and so 1I began analyzing the multiple
forces influencing mormon womens
women s lives
As 1I began the formulation of my framework however weaving in martha
conrays life
corays

my mind wandered to other women in my family 1I began thinking a lot

about my grandmother virginia noel reynolds and her experiences as part of the last
generation of women to homestead my grandfather was one of the lucky veterans to win
180 acres in the heart mountain project about fifteen miles outside

cody wyoming like

llen carol dubois and vicki L ruiz introduction in unequal sisters A
ellen
elien
eilen
ilen
multi cultural reader in US womens history eds ellen carol dubois and vicki L
ruiz london routledge 1990

xix
XIX
so many other couples my grandparents negotiated who was going to be responsible for

various aspects of the family and farm most of the labor assignments were typical
particularly during my grandmothers childbearing years during that time my

grandmother raised a garden cared for the children and helped her husband with farm
tasks only when necessary yet 1I knew so much more about my grandmother and
grandfather that would never fit into some neat little standard of expectations my
grandmother had more education than my grandfather she wanted to be a social worker
when she attended college in the 1930s but feared that it would limit her employment
opportunities so she became a teacher instead my grandmother returned to the
classroom the year before jane her youngest child began school

the last year that jane

spent at home she was grandpas shadow she rode the tractors with him helped with

irrigation and fed the animals grandpa later became responsible for getting the children
ready for school in the morning so he made breakfast and prepared lunches in short
although my grandmother remained the primary care giver for the children and did not like
caring for the animals it does not follow that other aspects of my grandparents domestic
life were typical

1I

knew that parts other
of her life could be used to support existing theories

while others would simply confuse them 1I was left wondering if all theories were
snippety
supported by convenient snip
snippets
pets of womens lives have we been asking the right

questions by defining womens experiences in a world which ignored men nearly as much
as earlier histories had ignored women

these questions led me to be more thoughtful about the analytical framework 1I
hife
corays fife
life but 1I didnt want
ilfe
was pursuing 1I was excited about martha jane knowlton conrays

to turn her into a woman worthy

1I

didnt want to applaud her for making a difference

XX

in the world by

mens standards 1I didnt want her to become significant to the world

because she stepped outside traditional roles and accomplished something extraordinary

this of course denigrated the accomplishments of all women mormon and otherwise
who spent their lives in more insular pursuits within their homes and communities

furthermore martha was a daughter a wife a polygamous wife and a mother and her
diaries make it clear that those roles were more important to her than the distilled
liniments and oils she made and sold it would have been unfair to martha to give less

attention to her domestic life than to her academic and economic one

what 1I did find interesting however was testing the canonized theories against the
totality of the life of one woman martha coray clearly the analytical frameworks
hives
ilves
enumerated by historians too numerous to name had relevance to mormon womens lives

they discussed what physical circumstances were common among mormon women what
kind of economic role they typically had how
bow their religious beliefs affected their lives

how they educated their children how they practiced medicine what their views of
suffrage were and how they strove to attain respectability by maintaining middle class
values whenever possible but the idea that kept ringing true in my mind was elizabeth

jamesons
Jam
esons belief that women carved out their own place in the wilderness somewhere
between the espoused ideals

2

jameson was referring to whole groups when she made this

olg
observation and would be pleased with the scholarship that has been done on
olf mormon
oif

women that has demonstrated their uniqueness as a group 1I wanted to take this theory a

women as workers women as civilizers true womanhood
in the american west in the womens west eds susan armitage and elizabeth
jameson norman oklahoma university of oklahoma press 1987 145164
145 164
eilzabeth
aelizabeth jameson
2elizabeth
elizabeth

xxi
axi
XXI

step further and explore this idea on a personal level with just one woman 1I wanted to

test the parameters that had been so carefully studied by others against one complete life

thus the triad of faith femininity and the frontier came to define my analysis of
mormon women using martha jane knowlton coray not as the standard of what a
mormon woman should be but rather as a measuring stick against which my theoretical
framework could be tested martha was an excellent historical specimen because she had
such a wide range of interests and occupations as well as giving birth to twelve children

ifbrigham
brigham young was enlarging the sphere of womens usefulness
if

then martha coray

was nearly ideal for testing the boundaries of that sphere

mormon women lived in a world filled with authoritative directives and
prescriptive literature their faith and their femininity set the boundaries that would define

their lives but in between the polar extremes that these directives implied was a
continuum of possible interpretations that could be made by individuals

for martha jane

knowlton coray these directives were not always simple to fulfill martha struggled with
the latter day saint practice of polygamy

the poverty of the frontier inhibited her ability

to fulfill the female duty of educating her own children and improving the educational
system in her community although the expectations for mormon women sometimes
conflicted with each other martha was able to negotiate the contradictions

she found a

place along the continuum that was comfortable for her choosing faith as the primary
value against which her occupational choices and parenting tactics would be judged

this paper will

establish an analytical framework for mormon women and explore

how martha jane knowlton coray resolved these contradictions in her own life in order

to do so this thesis has been divided into three different chapters discussing the various

xvii
xxii
xx11

aspects of mormon womens lives

the first chapter delineates the components of my

analytical framework breaking it down into specific discussions of how faith femininity
and the frontier contributed to mormon womens lives it is my belief that the unique and

most intricate component of this framework was their faith and thus the greater portion of
this chapter is devoted to the numerous and seemingly incongruous aspects of mormon
doctrine that affected mormon womens lives mormon adaptations of domesticity are
also discussed in their turn followed by a description

of western historical theories and

their application to mormon settlements

the following two chapters incorporate martha on a much more fundamental
level these chapters focus on marthas life referring to the analytical frameworks
established in the first chapter as well as concurrent historical events in order to place her
life into context

the second

chapter focusing on marthas domestic pursuits is again

broken down into three discrete units of discussion

the chapter begins with an

conrays marriage including their brief
exploration of the dynamics of martha and howard corays
conrays
participation in polygamy it is followed by a discussion of the corays

economy

3

conrays shift back and forth between
the corays

corporate family

agrarian pursuits and white collar

occupations consequently a nice clean lineal description of their economic progression

to the middle class is impossible furthermore marthas contributions at times appear
nearly identical to those of
her rural women counterparts in the east while at other times
other
ardd land but also into a land
she appears to be not only pioneering in an and
arid

of economic and

amary
3mary
3may P ryan cradle of the middle class yne
zhe
the family in oneida county new
york 17901865
3 11
1790 1865 cambridge cambridge university press 1981 21
2131
213

xviii
xxiii
xx1u

political opportunity for women

the final component of the second chapter is centered

corays children and their roles within the household this section again contains
on the conrays
aspects that would appear typical of agrarian families such as the cooperative nature of

corays attempted to
farming but it also has a decidedly middle class flavor the conrays
their fanning
educate all of their children instill moral values in them and put great emphasis on which
families their children are allowed to associate with

the final chapter of this thesis is an attempt to draw specific connections between
the changes in brigham youngs directives to women and the corresponding events taking
place in utah during the 1870s As the decade began congress was intensifying its

attack on plural marriage a federal land office was finally opened in salt lake city the
transcontinental railroad had reached completion and protestant churches were sending an
increasing number of missionaries to utah in order to open up schools brigham young
felt that his community of believers was under attack from outside forces and called on the

women to aid in the effort to stem the tide of secularism in utah martha and her family

responded in ways specific to each perceived threat through political activation
home steading home industry and their participation both in establishing brigham young
homesteading

academy and in teaching at various ward schools
in completing this thesis 1I find myself intellectually indebted to several historians of
mormon history particularly maureen ursenbach beecher carol cornwall madsen and
ington kenneth godfrey audrey godfrey and claudia L bushman but
ardington
arrington
leonard J an
none more than jill mulvay derr
den it is her work on brigham
and their potential that has shaped my own interpretation

youngs ideas about women

of mormon womens sphere

jill derr also served on my thesis committee along with brian Q cannon and mary

adv
ddv
XXIV

stovall richards each of whom gave me excellent direction

the

archives staff at brigham

young university was always friendly and helpful and 1I am particularly indebted to ron
esplin and the archivists at the church of jesus christ of latter day saints for helping me
to solve the mystery of howards polygamous marriage to mary ann johnson

ron

esplin and richard jensen taught the mormon history and culture class that introduced
me to all of the fabulous nuances of mormon history
analysis of the

latter

their class particularly shaped my

day saint community boundaries used in my first chapter 1I would

also like to include a belated thank you in remembrance of my great aunt jennie she

gathered many of the family treasures 1I relied so heavily upon in my thesis into a collection
at brigham young university

her genealogical research

made my own research much

simpler finally a thank you to all my family members and friends who either gave me a

bed during research trips or babysat my children while 1I worked on this project without
such support this thesis would have been impossible

CHAPTER ONE

FAITH

femininity

AND THE FRONTIER
FRAMEWORK

establishing A theoretical

when elizabeth wood kane toured utah in 1872 she observed some women
working as clerks and telegraphers at a ticket office she wrote

it was an example of

one of the contradictions of
ofmormonism
mormonism thousands of years behind us in some of their

customs in others you would think these people the most forward children of the age

they close no career on a woman

in

utah by which she can earn a living

described her observations as a contradiction

1

kane

a word well chosen for mormon women

whose lives have been misunderstood by both nineteenth century reformers as well as

todays historians no analytical framework has yet to fully account for the
contradictions that so many have found in studying mormon womens lives

when writing about the tensions pulling against each other in mormonism

gordon

S

wood described the religion as both mystical and secular restorationist and

progressive communitarian and individualistic hierarchical and congregational
anian anti
inian
arminian
antl
clerical and priestly
authoritarian and democratic antinomian and arn
anticlerical

woods insights

into the contradictions that infuse themselves into cultures can also be

specifically applied towards the lives of women living in utah territory conditions

elizabeth wood kane twelve mormon homes visited in succession on a
journey through utah to arizona philadelphia printed privately 1874 4
mordon
cordon

2

S

wood evangelical america and early mormonism new york

2

there were both liberating and oppressive attitudes toward womens equality were both
enlightened and archaic and it was not always clear whether religion tradition or
regional culture was responsible for the various contours of mormon womens lives

attitudes do not always provoke easily anticipated actions however and beliefs do not
necessarily determine behavior mormon women lived their lives somewhere between

the articulated ideals of their faithful community the realities of more traditional female
hife of one mormon
fife
ilfe
roles and the struggles of their daily lives this study examines the life

woman martha jane knowlton coray who reflected the complexities of life for women
in territorial

1850 1881
utah from 18501881

two fold first
this study of martha is twofold

it is biographical following her 1840

baptism martha jane knowlton coray quickly assimilated herself into the mormon faith
finding herself at the center of much of the churchs
churche early history

on february 6

1841

martha married howard coray who had been working as a clerk for the prophet joseph
smith and was well acquainted with his family during this time martha developed a
great devotion to the prophet as her husband noted
in february of 1840 she embraced the gospel and soon became well
acquainted with the prophet and as such greatly venerated him 1I have
frequently heard her say that he himself was the greatest miracle to her
she had ever seen and that she valued her acquaintance with him above
everything else

3

history 61 october 1980

380

3howard
bhoward
moward
toward coray journal coray family papers special collections harold B
corays journal is really a memoir written after his wifes
lee library 2 howard conrays
cifes death
and an 1882
83 mission of which three different versions were written of those three
188283

versions two first halves and one second half currently exist the copy housed at the
archives of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints differs in its descriptions of
howards conversion and time in nauvoo from the copy housed at brigham young
university both however share the same ending which actually comprises the majority
of both memoirs thus beginning with page seven there is no difference between the
two versions in this paper the version held in the coray family papers at brigham

3

josephs brother hyrum smith privately taught martha and howard the doctrine
4
celestial
prior
marriage
plural
the
announcement
the
public
or
cafter
of
to
of practice 4after
after
afler

joseph and hyrum were killed martha was asked by their mother lucy mack smith to
help record josephs biography

howard and martha chose to follow brigham young after josephs death and
traveled to utah in 1850 soon they were back in the middle of church and community
activities where she remained well connected to members of the church hierarchy even

though she lived outside salt lake city

5

martha served on the board of trustees at

brigham young academy in addition to teaching at some of the local schools with

howard she also developed an interest in chemistry and law she had her own still
from which she distilled liniments and oils besides these many activities she held

power of attorney for a few individuals and corresponded with judges businessmen and
church authorities over various matters

at marthas death she was eulogized by both the community and her family

she

was described as one whose superior qualities impressed themselves upon those who
approached her even for a brief period she was possessed of indomitable energy and
besides being widely read and cultured

her mind was clear and comprehensive and

young university will be referenced unless otherwise noted
4james
ajames
news salt
ames S brooks deseret
deseretnews

martha
lantha
martha recorded in her diary
lartha
5

lake city utah march 26

1886

presidents birthday today he is 73 and the
following day continued went with pres to salt lake martha coray diary 1122 june
1873 coray family papers HBLL additionally wilford woodruff the prophet and
president of the LDS church at the time of marthas death and his counselor joseph F
smith spoke at her funeral

IC

4
she employed it to good advantage

latter

6

116
516

her husband declared she lived

day saint up to the time of
her demise
other

7

as a consistent

martha was also a wife incurring

significant familial responsibilities as she raised twelve children she was intelligent
carefully articulating her thoughts in her writing finally she was faithful participating
in religious rituals and following mormon leaders counsel
fife
life
ilfe
martha jane knowlton coray lived both an ordinary and an extraordinary hife

she taught arithmetic and grammar to her own brood of twelve at home and to a few
and of
hundred in the classroom she offered assistance to her husband in fields of wheat ang

the law she concocted medicines with the same skill as meals her achievements were
varied some of more importance to the community and some of more importance to her
immediate family thus her life is not simply a public or a private one but a fusion of

both

8

6the
athe salt
sait lake herald december 16 1881
sall
1881 as quoted in jennie N weeks and
fily papers special
family
inez S cooper martha jane knowlton coray coray fan
11
collections HBLL brigham young university provo
provoll
provall
Provoll
j

bhoward
7howard
howard coray journal 2
gmary
mary beth norton discussed the idea of womens public versus private lives
bives
hives
tives by
ilves
comparing two different political theories the first came from sir robert filmer and
asserts that the family and state are analo
gou s institutions this worldview assumed the
analogous
analogou
necessity of hierarchy in family polity and society at large 4 she contrasts this with
john lockes belief that the state and family are distinct units based upon the premise
that the state is a social contract among men whose aims are very different from the
filmerian
family5
family5 under the Fil
merian paternalistic model everyones lives were part of the
public domain actions taken within the privacy of the home could be scrutinized
publicly furthermore women could assume public roles if they directly benefited their
cormons arrived in utah the lockbean
families by the time the mormons
lockean theory dominated public
life throughout the united states creating a polis that consisted entirely of men the
mormon community however more closely resembled the Fil
filmerian
merian model there was
and the state that existed
not the clear separation between the family the church and
elsewhere this of course caused numerous problems for utah as it sought statehood
but it also helps explain why women were allowed a more public role in utah than in the

5

marthas life while not unique in the individual activities pursued was clearly
unusual if not unique in its breadth in addition to her interest in education law
religion and chemistry she was well acquainted with and interacted with many leaders in

the governing bodies of both church and state these various accomplishments make her
life worthy

of study the true significance of marthas life to historians however is not

what she accomplished individually but rather what her life can tell us about the
experiences of mormon women in utah territory

the range of activities in which she

was involved make her life a reference point useful in interpreting other womens lives

creating a broad framework analyzing the multiple forces acting on mormon

womens lives is the second purpose for studying marthas life moving from women
worthies to separate spheres to

the pocahontas perplex womens history has begun

to celebrate both the bonds that connect women and boundaries that divide them 9
mormon womens history has followed a similar historiographical progression

10

there

have been biographical sketches describing prominent women as well as more analytical
pieces describing womens domestic roles and the doctrine of separate spheres

east this Fil merian philosophy is evident in marthas life in particular she pursued
occupations unusual for women during the nineteenth century but her private decisions
were undoubtedly affected by both her desire to benefit her family and her church see
mary beth norton founding mothers and fathers gendered power and the forming of
4
1010
society new york alfred A knopf inc 1996 4410.
american
410
merican

9rayna
brayna
ayna green the pocahontas perplex the image of indian women in
american culture in unequal sisters A multi cultural reader in US womens
211
history eds ellen carol dubois and vicki L ruiz routledge london 1990 15
1521
152
10two
two essays are helpful in discussing the historiography of mormon womens
history patricia lyn scott and maureen ursenbach beecher mormon women A
1977 1985 journal ofmormon
128
bibliography in process 19771985
113128
of Mormon history 12 1985 113
Historys sequel A source essay
ffistorys
and carol cornwall madsen and david J whittaker historys
145
on women in mormon history journal ofmormon
123145
of mormon history 6 1979 123
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although mormon womens history has been almost universally written in a scholarly

cormons
cormons
Mormons by mormons
Mormons as such it has
manner the majority has been written mostly for mormons
unintentionally remained apart from the larger field of womens history

of womens history has progressed however

As the field

it has been accurately

noted that the analytical frameworks of domesticity and spheres do not adequately
represent all women or even the majority of women

the emphasis

has now changed

from an all encompassing approach to womens history to one in which the individual
experiences of women particularly minorities are told and analyzed according to the
multiple forces and power structures working upon them

As historians have recognized

the variations in womens experiences there has been an ever increasing focus on race
region class and religious affiliation to describe the complexity and diversity of

womens lives mormon womens history should now be included in such discussions

their history should be examined after the pattern of other minority womens history
with scholars looking for both continuities and differences between LDS women and

their counterparts

12

such a methodology would not be used for the purpose of comparing experiences
or measuring relative amounts of suffering but rather as an example of how to examine
more intricately the multiple factors that shaped each groups lives historians ellen
multi cultural
multiculturar
carol dubois and vicki L ruiz have termed this analytical approach multicultural

writing

comans place the
llinda
linda K kerber separate spheres female worlds womans
39
rhetoric of womens history journal ofamerican
of american history 75 1 june 1988 9939
1I

12

in this paper mormon latter day saints LDS and saints will be used
interchangeably to refer to members of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

7

we chose the term

multiradial because we seek
multi cultural over multiracial
multicultural
to focus on the interplay of many races and cultures because we
acknowledge that not all white womens histories can be categorized
under one label and because we seek to suggest the term race needs
13
to be theorized rather than assumed

certainly most members of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
during the nineteenth century enjoyed being part of the racial majority in the united

states but their experience was not identical to other white womens experiences As
members of a new and radical religious sect they were targets for discrimination and
violence

latter

day saints faced persecution for their beliefs as soon as it became

known that joseph smith intended to translate a gold bible

14

the height of violent

persecution came during the saints time in missouri when governor liebum
lilbum W boggs

cormons represented such a severe threat to their state that they must
declared that the mormons
either be expelled or exterminated

15

but it did not stop there joseph smith was killed

by a mob in illinois and his followers were soon forced to move west

although the latter day saints had hoped that isolation would protect them
opposition to their teachings did not end with the move to utah territory polygamy
quickly drew national attention and following the civil war LDS families began to
realize that an intense political battle would be fought over their marriage practices

the

republican party had declared polygamy a barbaric practice in 1856 most easterners
considered polygamous wives similar to concubines or prostitutes who bore illegitimate

13

ellen carol dubois and vicki L ruiz introduction

in

unequal sisters xii

the early term that referred to the golden plates translated by joseph smith that
ahe
ihe
jesus
mormon
14

has become known as the book of
hormon another testament of
ofmormon
15

christ

james B allen
alien and glen A leonard the story of the latter day saints
ailen
salt lake city utah deseret book company 1992 136

2nd
and

ed

8
16

children

consequently mormon author edward W tullidge declared in the

Mormondom
introduction to women of
ofmormondom

mormon sisters been blasphemed

long enough

0 women of america

have your

the record of their lives is now sent unto you that

you may have an opportunity to judge them in the spirit of righteousness

17

polygamy and other aspects of the strange new faith of mormonism caused LDS

women to face a double disadvantage they dealt with discrimination and persecution

cormons
for being women and for being mormons
Mormons during the polygamy crusades emmeline B
wells

wrote in an editorial

we are assailed

and that too by our own sex

18

consequently mormon women serve as an excellent example of
ofdubois
dubols and
dubois

ruins
ruizs

desire to explore the dynamics through which women have oppressed other women

19

while theories describing the experiences of northeastern anglo saxon middle class
women clearly have applications to the study of mormon women they oversimplify
over simplify the

16

the republican

platform included the statement it is both the right and the
imperative duty of congress to prohibit in the territories those twin relics of barbarism
polygamy and slavery allen
allen and leonard story of the latter day saints 305
alien
alien
ailen

edward W tullidge women ofmormondom
of Mormondom new york tullidge and
crandall 1877 iv eliza R snow helped compile and edit the womens accounts used
in the book and the project itself was funded by the relief society a charitable and
religious organization for women that was part of the organizational structure of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints for a detailed history of the relief society
see jill mulvay denn
deff janath russell cannon and maureen ursenbach beecher women
derr
of relief society salt lake city utah deseret book co 1992
of covenant the story ofrefief
0

o

womans exponent 7 1 december 1878 102
comans
10233 as quoted in carol cornwall
1991
teme covert journey of a metaphor journal of
Mormon history 17 iggi
madsen geme
feme
1991
ofmormon
55
9
dubols
9dubois
dubois and ruiz unequal sisters

xii

the discussion continues throughout the

introduction xi xvi see also nancy A hewitt beyond the search for sisterhood in
14 and peggy pascoe relations ofrescue
ae searchfor
search for female
unequal sisters 1-114
of rescue the
1879
79 1939 new york and oxford oxford
18791939
moral authority in the american west 18
791939
xvii
university press 1990 xix xxii
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experiences of the women who joined a new religion cutting family ties and crossing the
plains only to arrive in a desert that suffered from the additional debilitating plagues of

locusts and grasshoppers

accepting mormon women simply as products of the cult of true
womanhood minimizes the complicated system of roles and power that membership in
20
mormon
jesus
in
lives
their
christ of latter day saints created
the church of

women consequently defy easy categorization rather they lived at the crossroads of
faith femininity and the frontier the amalgamation of which created a unique world

view for women such as martha

this was a world view in which god was supreme and

motherhood was a noble cause but where both necessity and ideology did not make these

eastern notions of femininity mutually exclusive with learned occupations or political
interests these various forces in marthas life maintained a precarious equilibrium and

were always subjected to

gods plan for his people

articulated through his prophet

brigham young

faith
marthas membership and full participation

in

the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints is fundamental to understanding her life and the lives of women around
her in fact membership in the LDS church appears to have been a stronger identifying
characteristic for martha than her womanhood

21I1

living in territorial utah during a time

marbara
barbara welter the cult of domesticity

in dimity convictions

the

american woman in the nineteenth century athens ohio university press 1976 2141

2emmeline
hemmeline
emmeline B wells demonstrated her commitment to the LDS church over her

10

when the LDS church dominated the territory both politically and culturally most likely
facilitated this strong identification with mormonism

the permeation of the latter

22

day saint church in utah was no accident brigham

young had moved the saints to utah in order to create a community of believers
dedicated quite literally to building the kingdom of god on earth such an ambitious

goal required that both the men and women of the community contribute their talents and
time as well as their financial support to church programs in order to solidify the

latter

day saints commitment to building the kingdom brigham young set about

creating boundaries around his people that would divide them socially politically and
economically from those not of their faith these boundaries in turn created a culturally
isolated community of believers where doctrine necessarily impacted everyday choices
and activities

socially it was not difficult to separate the saints from the rest of the world

several factors contributed to this social separation most obviously their religious
beliefs A few doctrines such as the LDS belief in a heavenly restoration of lost truth

cormons and their neighbors
polygamy and millenarianism caused conflict between mormons
persecution followed but the latter day saints were able to use this to their advantage as
well ritualizing
ritual izing their history to increase their group identity as a chosen people
feminist inclinations when she supported BH roberts constitutional right to hold public
office even when he had been against womens suffrage although she had worked hard
to defeat him in the local elections she strongly supported him when national groups
such as the national council of women of which she was a member attempted to keep
him from taking his seat in congress see madsen geme
teme
feme covert 53
AA

22

jan shipps mormonism the story of a new religious tradition urbana
university of illinois 1985 61 for the pre utah period of mormon history see marvin
S hill quest
the mormon flightftom
flight from american pluralism salt lake city
questfor
for refuge ae
signature books 1989

11

the latter day saint belief that their religion was a restoration of lost truths and
the only true church containing the fullness of christs gospel separated them
ideologically from other christian denominations

23

A clear distinction must be made

between the concept of a reformation and a restoration several contemporaneous
churches such as the Campbellites
campbellites believed that the religious organization established
by christ was no longer on the earth

create the primitive
recreate
these churches attempted to re

christian church by a thorough review of the new testament they did not however
claim to have christ or heavenly messengers come to restore what was lost as the

mormons
cormons did

24

cormons and other
other significant differences existed as well between mormons
protestant groups As the doctrine of the LDS church continued to unfold members
began to identify themselves with the ancient israelites and believed that they too were a
chosen people intended to help usher in the millennium they believed that their
salvation would be collective imminent and miraculous

25

religion scholar jan shipps

has compared the LDS response to these sacred and spectacular manifestations such as

joseph smiths vision of god the father and jesus christ and numerous visitations from
other heavenly messengers to those of ancient israel she wrote in each situation the

23tr
39
ibid 34
3439

21
f

24

jon butler wrote A new mormon revelation made possible the recovery of

ancient spiritual truth that had been hobbled by the corruptions
corrupt ions of time and imperfect
christian practice awash in a sea of faith christianizing the american people
85
cambridge harvard university press 1990 242.
242 see also shipps mormonism 67
6785
and richard L bushman joseph smith and
ana the beginnings ofmormonism
of Mormonism urbana
188
university of illinois press 1984 183
183188
ys

ae

25grant
grant underwood the millenarian world ofearly
of early mormonism urbana
university of illinois 1993 5
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appropriate response to powerfully perceived manifestations of the sacred was the
building up of a separated community one clearly set apart so that distinctions were easy
26
gentiles26
make
chosen
chosen
gentiles
between
the
and
people
the non
to

the very concept of

a chosen people of insiders and outsiders even the use of the term gentile to describe

those not of their faith created a strong boundary around the saints that increased their
cohesion as a group
polygamy became the one point of doctrine on which most of the national

cormons by
attention was focused and as such became an important boundary for mormons
reinforcing the distinctions between the latter day saints religious beliefs and those

of

their counterparts it again connected them to the patriarchs of ancient israel and due to
its uniqueness within a monogamous society became perhaps the strongest identifying
27
2
jan shipps has noted the
mormon
doctrine in the nineteenth century
characteristic of

particular significance of institutional practices particularly polygamy in creating group
cohesion she wrote identity was maintained corporately not individually which
explains why all the citizens of the kingdom those who were involved in plural marriage
and those who were not were willing to defend to the last possible moment the practice

of polygamy that kept them set apart

28

howard and martha were among those who

26

jan shipps mormonism 120
211
12021
1202

27thom
cormons
as F odea argued that separateness increased the mormons
Mor mons willingness
thomas
to accept innovative doctrines he wrote As separateness encouraged innovation
innovation in return increased separateness by providing a creedal basis for evolving
mormons chicago university of chicago press
peculiarity thomas F odea the cormons
1957 5455
54 55 as quoted in eugene E campbell and bruce L campbell divorce
among mormon polygamists extent and explanations utah historical quarterly 46
4611
lg16.
ig
16
fall 1978
197816.
197816
28
28oi

shipps mormonism 244
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were not practicing polygamists most of their married life and yet defended the practice

29

As the latter day saints busily set about establishing boundaries they created two

opposing groups of people

to work against

lf
30

one worked to build zion the others joined with the devil

gods chosen people such an ideology made it easy to villainize
villa inize

outsiders and contributed to antagonistic relationships with their neighbors As discussed
earlier intense persecution followed and LDS church headquarters were moved four
times prior to the western exodus

311

even after arriving in utah the saints isolation was

ofjohnstons
challenged with the approach of
johnstons army in 1857
therefore that brigham young built a practical kingdom

32A

it should be no surprise
that stressed conformity

33
unity33
obedience and unity
unity appeared to be the only way to survive

the saints also learned to capitalize on their difficult past to foster identity within

howard published a statement that affirmed the practice of polygamy in
nauvoo see james S brooks deseret evening news march 26 1886
30

see underwood millenarian world 8899

ailen
allen
alien and leonard the story of the latter day saints

107 113
65 97
15
1511
97107
113151
11315
189 228 clearly other religious groups have faced intense persecution as well the
189228
encyclopedia ofmormonism
of Mormonism states although latter day saints claim no greater
suffering than many others who have also been persecuted for their religious beliefs
through the ages many latter day saints have been persecuted beginning with joseph
smith lisa bolin hawkins persecution in me
the encyclopedia ofmormonism
of Mormonism the
history scripture doctrine and procedure of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints ed daniel H ludlow new york macmillan publishing co 1992 31076.
31076

ae

32

responding to rumors initiated by federal appointees such as W W
drummond who came into conflict almost immediately with his mormon colleagues
upon arriving in utah president buchanan sent a large military force to utah led by
general albert sidney johnston in order to quell a supposed rebellion against the united
states see james B alien
ailen and glen M leonard the story of the latter day saints
allen
305 311
305311
33

Godbeites and brigham young
ronald W walker wayward saints the godbeites
urbana university of illinois press 1998 xv

14

the group mormon artist C C A christiansen painted a series of murals entitled the

mormon panorama depicting tragic scenes from LDS history he toured the territory
with the paintings giving narratives of the atrocities committed against the latter day

mormons who were converted after the saints expulsion from nauvoo were then
saints cormons
able to connect with those who had experienced the persecution first hand As davis

bitton noted this simplified history allowed new converts to more quickly assimilate
themselves

34

steven L olsen applied this theme specifically to the celebration of pioneer day
the day that latter day saints commemorate brigham youngs and the first companys
comp anys
companas
arrival in the salt

lake valley to explain how history can be simplified

into ritual

elements and collective memories that

create a public model for an idealized social reality this idealized reality
consists of acceptable attitudes values behaviors and relationships that
bind individuals to a community and engage them in the celebration of its
35
and
its
present
anticipation
past confirmation of
of its future

martha and howard coray lived in nauvoo and were well acquainted with the
prophet joseph smith prior to his untimely death they too were forced to leave their

cormons
home and travel to utah while neither experienced the difficulties that the mormons
encountered in missouri marthas family gave shelter and employment to some of the
exiled saints what martha and howard did not learn
leam from personal experience they

quickly learned from writing histories of the church when howard first came to

bitton the ritualization of mormon history in the ritualization of
mormon history and other essays urbana and chicago university of illinois press
3413
3413avis
avis
davis

1994 182
1994182
35

steven L olsen celebrating cultural identity pioneer day in nineteenth
century mormonism brigham young university studies hereafter BYU studies 36

1

15

nauvoo he assisted the prophet with secretarial work and began assembling a history of
the church after josephs death martha and later howard helped lucy mack smith

joseph smiths mother to write a biography other
of her son

it is not clear however how these experiences affected martha and howard
martha never mentioned any particular suffering or persecution in her writings nor did

howard discuss the persecution that forced his family to leave nauvoo in his memoirs

yet they were participants

in pioneer

day celebrations and aware of the political

pressures being lobbied against polygamy

36

there can be little doubt therefore that the

conrays were affected by the general cultural climate in the church that emphasized the
corays

boundaries of being a chosen people of polygamy and of persecution as a way to foster
community and identity
political boundaries around the saints were sometimes more obvious than others

these ranged from brigham youngs continued influence over the territory even after
cormons to ensure local control of the
his removal from public office to block voting by mormons

the saints also avoided any federal intervention in their judicial

government

proceedings by using bishops courts and expanding the jurisdiction of locally elected

probate judges

brigham young may not have always held a political office but his influence
over the affairs of the territory extended far beyond sunday worship jan shipps
accurately noted brigham young was not king after 1858 he was not even governor

but he might as well have been since latter day saints actually if not officially lived in
97
1996
199697

61
160
16061

AU but donnie went to salt lake city with 2000 souls
36ah

24 july 1874

martha coray diary

16

a literal LDS kingdom over which an ecclesiastical establishment presided for nearly fifty

years

fm
37

mark twain left utah with a similar impression after witnessing brigham

youngs word cany
carry more force on his followers behavior than any court of law he
concluded

there is a batch of governors and judges and other officials here shipped

from washington and they maintain the semblance of a republican form of government

but the petrified truth is that utah is an absolute monarchy and brigham young is
38
king38
king

latter day saint doctrine taught obedience to prophetic decree

consequently

mormons
cormons maintained a surprisingly high level of religious devotion and obedience to
brigham youngs leadership they protected their religious beliefs with political unity

cormons belonged to the peoples party
throughout most of the territorial period most mormons
members such as martha passed out voting pamphlets to support their candidate or
proposition of choice

39

they united against outside influences as they used block voting

to elect faithful bishops and members to serve as police chiefs judges and other
important community officials 40 wilson howard dusenberry who was both a nephew
in law to martha and howard wrote in his diary about the religious fervor
and a son
soninlaw

37

shipps mormonism 61 shipps frequently reminded her readers that the saints
were literalists believing in a literal gathering of israel and building a physical
kingdom of god to welcome the returning christ this contrasted with other religions
metaphorical beliefs regarding the establishment of
zion the second coming of christ
ofzion
63
and their status as a chosen people see also shipps 62
6263
3amark
camark
mark twain roughing it hartford conn american publishing co 1872
reprint pleasantville
Pleasant ville NY the readers digest association inc 1994 65

martha
kantha coray diary 9 february 1874 and 5 august
kartha

1876

4odean
bodean
three frontiers family land and society in the american
dean L may aree
west 18501900
history
1850 1900 interdisciplinary perspectives on modem
tory new york
liis
modern flis
cambridge university press 1994 231
234
231234
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stirred up by elections

the point of the preaching is concerning the election next

monday A few days later he wrote 1 I had almost forgotten the election but of course
41
yai
val
vai
everybody has voted with a vengeance

in order to avoid any risk of exposure to federally appointed judges many
members chose to settle disputes through bishops courts a judicial process presided over
by the bishop in which the bishop and his counselors would issue judgment

42

for

example when the jurisdiction of the irrigation company servicing martha and howards
ranch was questioned by a neighboring irrigation district they sought to resolve the
conflict through their bishop first when that course failed the saints also isolated

themselves from federal control by using the probate courts with locally elected officials

for many court cases that would ordinarily be outside the jurisdiction of these courts

43

prisners
Prisners sic from green river tried before
martha recorded an example of this tactic prisoners

E smith probate judge

m44
44

cormons to maintain a
such maneuvering allowed the mormons

mwilson
4wilson
wilson howard dusenberry diary 31 january 1867 and 4 february 1867
respectively in kate B carter ed our pioneer heritage 1I 1957 24546
245 46 emphasis
in original
42

block teachers male members of the congregation were sometimes in charge
of settling disputes also see william G hartley common people church activity
during the brigham young era in nearly everything imaginable the everyday life of
utahs mormon pioneers eds ronald W walker and doris R dant vol 1I in studies in
latter day saint history provo utah BYU studies 1999 262

for more information on the settlement of disputes both personal and legal see
james B allen
ailen the unusual jurisdiction of county probate courts in the territory of
alien
4317or

142 elizabeth D gee
132142
utah utah historical quarterly 36 2 spring 1968 132
justice for all or for the elect the utah county probate court 1855
1872 utah
18551872

129 47 edwin brown firmage and richard
history quarterly 48 2 spring 1980 12947
collin mangrum zion in the courts A legal history of the church ofjesus
of jesus christ of
ary
arp
1900 urbana and chicago university of illinois press 1988
day saints 1830
18301900
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221
214
214221
44
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14 september 1853

coray family
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significant amount

of control over the politics ofutah resulting in an effective but

controversial political separation from the federal government

the latter day saints

guarded this separation from the outside world as long as possible because living in a

cormons
literal political kingdom to the extent that they did both protected the mormons
Mormons religious
practices and increased the saints identity as

gods chosen people

economic boundaries particularly the united order and home production were
the final tools used by brigham young to foster community among his people

the

cooperative movement introduced by brigham young was not unique to either brigham

young or the mormons
cormons
Mormons joseph smith had attempted to implement a variation of

youngs cooperative venture much earlier and many other religious groups used
communal living to strengthen their cohesion

45

As the railroad neared completion in

utah territory however brigham young saw new reasons to integrate the gospel into
financial matters young was particularly concerned that improved transportation routes

with easy access to other markets would ruin the saints financially

he feared that the

saints would spend all of their cash on goods imported from outside utah instead of

purchasing local goods young believed that the closer connection in a business point

of view that a community holds themselves together the greater will be their joy and
wealth

46

papers HBLL
45

I

45leonard
Comm unitarianism
arrington feramorz Y fox and dean L may communitarianism
leonard 1J arlington
under joseph smith the law of consecration and stewardship in building the city of
cormons salt lake city deseret book
god community and cooperation among the mormons
company 1976 reprint urbana and chicago university ofdlinois
15 40
of
manois
minois press 1992 1540
mormons and other communal groups see lawrence foster
for a comparison of cormons
women family and utopia communal experiments of the shakers the oneida
mormons syracuse new york syracuse university press 1991
community and the cormons
46

brigham
Brigham young

sermon of 6 october 1870 in journal of discourses cited

19

although brigham young was fully aware of the economic benefits that utah
would gain from the railroad he was also concerned about the saints autonomy

emphasizing home production young attempted to make his people completely self
sufficient and independent

they produced cotton silk shoes sugar and numerous other

items that were distributed through local cooperative institutions members of the LDS
church were called on missions just to produce items such as cotton for use within the

territory

47

other wards and communities sponsored a communal factory to meet some

aspect of the latter day saints needs martha and her family produced soap in
48
factory
lye
the
nineteenth
conjunction with
wards

cormons from the
these economic boundaries were intended to separate the mormons
world and strengthen them by uniting them for the financial good of
zion rather than
ofzion
fragmenting themselves into smaller competitive groups brigham young said that the
underlying principle of the united order was that there should be no rich and no poor

that mens talents should be used for the common good and that selfish interests should
make way for a more benevolent and generous spirit among the saints

49

As members of

the LDS church cast their lot with youngs financial programs they increased their
commitment to the group

asjd
hereafter as
86
JD 26 vols london latter day saints book depot 1855
185586
asad

13267

arlington the great basin kingdom an economic history of the
leonard 1
I arrington
1830 1900 cambridge harvard university press 1958 reprint salt
latter day saints 18301900
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216222
lake city university of utah press 1993 216
47
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48there
there is also some evidence in marthas diary that she was a member of the
board for the provo woolen mills see 10 august 1874 3 november 1874 19
18 december 1875 passim
december 1874
187418
49

history of brigham young as quoted in hugh nibley we will
still weep for zion approaching zion salt lake city deseret book 1989 363
49manuscript
manuscript
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of course the actual implementation of the united order never equaled the ideals
espoused by brigham young some members opposed the movement outright several of
whom organized themselves in the godbeite
Godbeite movement these individuals opposed the
economic control exerted by the LDS church and many of the leaders were eventually
excommunicated

50

even mormons
cormons with good intentions struggled to implement the

principles of cooperation

51

president john taylor young
youngs s successor officially declared the end of the
cooperative movement in may 1882 acknowledging that their imperfections had
prevented the establishment

be resisted declaring the attempt a
of such a system but he

total failure believing that they had taken a step in the right direction by leading our
bretheren to reflect upon the necessity of union as one of the fundamental principles of
success in temporal things as well as spiritual
introduced some elements

of contention

52
m52

although the program had

and division among the saints they had

succeeded in raising the general level of consciousness regarding the importance of union

50

God beites also opposed latter
the godbeites

day saint marriage practices ie polygamy
and the political control exerted by the church for more information regarding the
godbeite
Godbeite movement see walker wayward saints

in richfield there were complaints that some members were growing
lackadaisical in their efforts knowing that their wages were guaranteed the initial st
george united order dissolved after only a few years and attempts to reinstate the
program failed
faed even more quickly other communities endured with some success most
notably the brigham city coop but that too became unprofitable over time and the
various enterprises were all sold into private hands
bands by 1895 for a thorough overview of
the cooperative movement among latter day saints see arrington fox and may
building the city of god the united order was actually dissolved in april of 1878
315 george Q cannon counselor to brigham young defined the united order as a
union of capital and labor while cooperation was a union of capital 311
52

john taylor as quoted in arrington fox and may building the city of god
335 hugh nibley took a much more critical approach to the LDS attempts to live
334
334335
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among themselves

the social

political and economic boundaries were maintained by the corporate

identity of the church during the nineteenth century these tactical boundaries both
calculated and unintended were extremely effective in creating a strong sense of
community and commitment to the cause in which the saints were engaged young

I

clearly described his beliefs when he said 11I am prepared to prove from all the facts that

have existed or that now exist in all branches of human affairs that union is strength and

that division is weakness and confusion

53

although brigham young was never quite

satisfied with the communitys progress in building the kingdom of god outsiders felt

mormons
cormons
Mormons cohesion and many felt threatened by it but it was this group solidarity that
weathered the saints through johnstons army the coming of the railroad the godbeite
Godbeite
movement and several years

of polygamy prosecution during the territorial period

beav
liy defined by its religious beliefs doctrines necessarily
ily
heavily
in a culture so heav

dictated daily lives to a greater degree than in more pluralistic societies mormon women
felt the influence of their religion in their daily activities they were particularly affected

by doctrines regarding restored priesthood the resulting patriarchy and polygamy

these doctrines shaped womens roles

in the home church and community

they also

affected womens interactions with both men and women and in some measure
determined what were acceptable occupations for women

the priesthood

is the foundation for every aspect of mormon religious life and

differs from other churches conceptions of the priesthood joseph smith taught that

the united order in we will still weep for zion
53

brigham young JD 13267

341 377
341377

22

christs church fell into apostasy following the death of his apostles the death of the
apostles resulted in a loss of priesthood authority decentralization of the church and a
resulting departure from the pure doctrines taught by christ joseph smith claimed that

john the baptist appeared in resurrected form to return the aaronic priesthood through an
ordination ceremony that required the laying on of hands

the melchizedek priesthood

or higher priesthood was similarly bestowed upon joseph by peter james and john thus
54
authority
restoring lost apostolic
in mormon theology therefore the priesthood can

only be passed from individual to individual through a specific ceremony similarly a
calling to become a priest does not come to an individual other than through approved

priesthood lines one cannot claim this power for oneself it must be bestowed by god
55

through his servants

thus latter
specific line

day saint priesthood was established as a hierarchical system with a

of authority and leadership initially ordination to the priesthood was based

upon the needs of the church and callings extended
deference given to men who held the priesthood

56

this resulted in some social

the priesthood however was always

intended to be shared and used by the common members of the church even though the

14

see alien
ailen and leonard the story of the latter day saints 49 88
allen

further details can be found in richard G ellsworth and melvin J luthy
priesthood the encyclopedia ofmormonism
the history scripture doctrine and
of Mormonism me
procedure of the church ofjesus
of jesus christ oflatter
of latter day saints ed daniel H ludlow
new york macmillan publishing co 1992 311331138
1133 1138 among the differences
31133
3311331138.
11331138
11331138.
between the latter day saint conception of priesthood and other denominations the
authors listed priesthood is not vocational or professional
it is not hereditary
it is not held by a group of specialists who are separated
it is not offered for money
from the community
and yet it is not a priesthood of all believers as in the
protestant conception 113435
1134 35

or example
for

men such as howard and sidney knowlton were ordained as

23

priesthood was not given to every man in the early history of the church

thus

it was

significant that when the nauvoo temple was dedicated several thousand men received

the melchizedek priesthood prior to receiving their endowments brigham young further
democratized the priesthood in 1877 when the priesthood was universally given to white
males over the age of twelve living the principles of the gospel as defined by the LDS

church

57

brigham young discussed the priesthood on numerous occasions giving it
several different connotations

58

according to young it gives men the authority to bless

others in the name of christ it serves as the foundation of a church government and is a
creative power As such the priesthood undergirds
undergirds other religious beliefs such as eternal
families the role of men and women and the performance

of saving ordinances

permeating almost every aspect of mormon religious life furthermore the priesthood

was considered central to the whole idea of the gospel and of the church as a physical

elders prior to departing on missions
lat
eif

changes that took place in 1877 see william G
for a further explanation of the changesthat
hartley the priesthood reorganization of 1877 brigham youngs last achievement
byusiudies2o
byustudies
BYU
Studies 2011I fall 1979
36
197933336
1979336

brigham young declared it is the holy priesthood which gives men authority
is a
and power to administer in christs name he also said the priesthood
perfect order and system of government and lastly he described the priesthood as the
law by which the worlds are were and will continue for ever and ever it is that system
which brings worlds into existence and peoples them
brigham young sermon of 3
june 1866 JD 11238 20 february 1870 JD 13242 31 july 1859 JD 6343
respectively william G hartley also said that the priesthood encompasses powers
keys ordinances offices duties organizations and attitudes see upon you my
fellow servants restoration of the priesthood in the prophet joseph smith essays
on the life andmission
and mission
hission of joseph smith eds larry
lany porter and susan easton black salt
lake city deseret book 1988 49

24

institution and thus greatly respected and revered as both a power and an organization

the church of jesus christ of latter

59

day saints gave women and men equal

access to salvation and the sacred rituals associated with it however women did not hold
the priesthood in a manner equivalent to men

the power of the priesthood was

considered necessary for performing ordinances and there are no examples of women
performing what LDS theology considered essential public ordinances baptism
confirmation and administering the sacrament
exclusively male

60

these uses of the priesthood were

nor are there any examples of womens
women

s being ordained

to the

priesthood or to a specific office within the priesthood priesthood power was also
generally considered necessary for anointing and blessing the sick

there are however

heating each other children and their
numerous accounts of
womens anointing and healing
ofwomens

brigham young spoke of the priesthood when he said did they destroy it
when they took the life of joseph no mo
rmomsm is here the priesthood is here the
mormonism
keys of the kingdom are here on the earth and when joseph went they did not go and
if the wicked should succeed in taking my life the keys of the kingdom will remain with
the church
brigham young sermon of 26 july 1857 JD 578.
578 further clarifying
priesthood keys and authority thomas alexander wrote though virtually all males
over twelve years of age hold the priesthood authority in the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints is exercised according to an hierarchical structure the highest officials
are general authorities a term used to designate the principal of presiding offices of the
church
the president of the church is the only person authorized to exercise all
priesthood authority or keys at any time
thomas G alexander mormonism in
1890 1930
transition A history of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints 18901930
urbana and chicago university of illinois press 1986 x see also derr
deff brigham
young and the awakening of mormon women in the 1870s in lion of the lord
essays of the life and service of brigham young eds susan easton black and larry
lany
porter salt lake city deseret book 1995 315 and lawrence foster women family
and utopia 225.
225
60women
women continue to aid in the administration of the essential temple ordinances
of washing and anointing and the endowment however there is no public statement that
1I am aware of to clarify whether or not such participation is exercising priesthood
authority

25

oxen

61

during the second great awakening women in many denominations became
more direct participants in public religious life

62

thus

it was not unusual that mormon

women participated in prayer circles spoke in tongues anointed and healed one another
and received revelations and manifestations of the spirit 63 most spiritual gifts were
received by men and women alike and were not considered directly connected to the

priesthood anointing and healing serving as the exception mormon women anointed
and blessed other women during the nineteenth century it was then church policy to
anoint the actual body part requiring the blessing

this practice required women to

participate in this ordinance since nearly all women were anointed during childbirth

cormons thought that it would be inappropriate for a man to perform such
victorian mormons

glinda
6linda
alinda
linda king newell

lists several examples of women giving blessings in gifts
of the spirit womens share in sisters in spirit mormon women in historical and
andersen and maureen ursenbach beecher
cultural perspective eds lavina fielding anderson
111 113
with a foreward by jan shipps urbana university of illinois press 1987 111113
117 and 121 she also quoted elizabeth ann whitney who said 1 I was also ordained
and set apart under the hand of joseph smith the prophet to administer to the sick and
comfort the sorrowful several other sisters were also ordained and set apart to
115.
administer in these holy ordinances 115
115 many examples of women blessing other
jlii
jih
jiu
fiey audrey M godfrey and jill
women during childbirth are found in kenneth God
godfrey
mulvay derr
deff eds womens voices an untold history of the latter day saints salt
lake city deseret book 1982 189 190 3 54 more general examples of women
blessing and healing women and children can be found on 193195 377

lii
iii
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1800- 1860 in clios
barbara welter the feminization of american religion 18001860
alios
cilos
consciousness raised new perspectives on the history of women ed mary S hartman
and lois banner new york octagon books 1976 137
157 mary P ryan cradle of
137157
1865 cambridge
the middle class the family in oneida county new york 1790
17901865
cambridge university press 1981 86104
86 104 and nancy F cott bonds of womanhood
womans
comans
woman
Womanss sphere n in new england 1780
1835 new haven yale university press
17801835
1977
98 156
158
87
156158
98156
8798
197787
19778798156158
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linda king newell has contended there was initially little difference between
1I 1- 150
gifts of the spirit 1111150.
I111150
111
women and men as recipients of these gifts cgifts
lii
ili

26

blessings 64 it is unclear however whether the women performing these blessings were
doing so under the auspices of the priesthood or whether they were exercising spiritual
gifts extended to all believers in christ evidence however supports the conclusion that
many mormon women in the nineteenth century believed that they held the priesthood as
well as men

65

this belief was intimately associated with their understanding of temple

ceremonies

carol cornwall madsen explained the effect that the doctrines taught in the
temple had on women of the early church madsen observed

in mormon doctrine the

temple is the heart and core of the gospel and all else derives meaning and purpose from
it

66

many mormon women understood as jill mulvay denn
deff has noted that they were
derr

67
in
men
with
life
this
not considered true equals
they also understood however that

through obedience to ordinances the equitable relationship that had existed between

adam and eve in the garden of eden would be restored

680

the temple which

symbolically placed men and women in roles of adam and eve was an essential element

64d
D michael quinn

mormon women have had the priesthood since 1843 in
emerging mormon feminism ed maxine hanks salt lake

women andauthority
and authority re
city utah signature books 1992

379

65

65edward
edward tullidge wrote the mormon women as well as men hold the
priesthood
see women ofmormondom
487 further supporting the important
of Mormondom 487.
ofmonnondom
connection between the temple and priesthood ron esplin wrote that joseph felt he could
not finish organizing the church unless the sisters too were properly organized under
priesthood something possible only in connection with the temple ronald K esplin
nauvoo
Mormon history 16
ofnauvoo for latter day saints journal ofmonnon
of Monnon
the significance of
ofmormon
1990 82.
82
66carol
carol cornwall madsen

jlii
jill mulvay denn
deff
derr
2 winter 1976

29 39
2939
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6ibid
bibid
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mormon women and the temple

89

eliza R snow and the woman question BYU studies 16

27

of that restoration
preparatory to the first womens receiving their endowments in 1843 joseph
smith incorporated the relief society into the organization of the church of jesus christ

of latter day saints although the society was initially begun by women for secular
purposes joseph proposed that they organize it under the auspices of the priesthood

med

tu
joseph later fumed
tumed the key to them with this act women were given authority to
govern themselves within the organization of the church

69

it was understood by many

that the relief society was intended to prepare women for the blessings they would
receive in the temple

70

the temple was generally viewed as a place associated with acquiring the
priesthood and keys

not only were mormon women anxiously awaiting the fullness of

the priesthood that would be given them in the temple but many men were awaiting
ordination to the priesthood prior to the temples dedication ordination to the

priesthood occurred when a need was identified it is thus plausible that LDS women
included themselves in this broad connection and ownership of the priesthood associated

with the temple in fact eliza R snow clearly believed that a connection existed
between the temple and the priesthood when she taught that only endowed women should

69the
1I now turn the key to you
from the original nauvoo
the phrase
minutes was later altered to on your behalf in the history of the church scholars hold
varying interpretations for this change D michael quinn argues that changing such
phrases was done deliberately by general authorities to obscure and change their meaning
in an attempt to exclude women from the priesthood quinn mormon women 366 in
women of covenant the authors state that the change was made to clarify confusion
about whether this phrase indicated that women held the priesthood or were given
permission to run their society under the auspices of the greater priesthood and church
organization denn
49
deff cannon and beecher women of covenant 49.
derr

ederr cannon

and beecher women of covenant 53 and madsen

mormon

28
be giving blessings

w

71

because women felt such a profound connection and ownership of

the priesthood they did not feel alienated from it even though they were never ordained

to offices within the priesthood and were consequently non participants in the
hierarchy 72

it is unclear how martha felt about womens exercising priesthood power
martha certainly would have been in a position to be influenced by the same people as

eliza R snow martha and howard were sealed by hyrum smith prior to the completion

of temple and received their endowments

in nauvoo martha was also a member

of the

relief society in nauvoo where eliza R snow and others gained their early
women and the temple 80
811
8081
808

beliza
7eliza
eliza R snow said any and all sisters who honor their holy endowments not
ellza
only have the right but should feel it a duty whenever called upon to administer to our
sisters in these ordinances which god has graciously committed
conunitted to his daughters as well
as to his sons and we testify that when administered and received in faith and humility
comans
exponent
Wo
they are accompanied with all mighty power womans
ponent 13 15 september
mans Er
gi statements quite opposite in nature have been made by other general
1884 61.
61
authorities leading to many different opinions regarding women and the priesthood rex
eugene cooper forwards the idea that women share their husbands priesthood only when
sealed or eternally married also known as the patriarchal order of marriage promises
made to the fathers mormon covenant organization publications in mormon studies
ed linda king newell no 5 salt lake city university of utah press 1990 114
116
114116
D michael quinns search through historical documents led him to believe that women
have always had the priesthood as the title of his article indicates and that men who
were insecure with their position within the church provided the catalyst for restricting
womens authority to perform healings and other functions typically associated with the
365 409 carol cornwall
priesthood see D michael quinn mormon women 365409.
365409
madsen discussed women and the priesthood in her essay mormon women and the
temple in which she wrote the ambiguity that came to surround the relationship of
women and the priesthood seemed to center on the extent to which women shared or held
the priesthood in connection with their husbands the distinction between sharing and
holding and the manner in which the investiture of priesthood was to be manifest in a
100.
100 see also denn
47 50
womans
comans life loo
deff cannon and beecher women of covenant 4750
derr

72derr
derr cannon and beecher state that the ambiguity of language regarding the
priesthood was less important to mormon women than the knowledge that they were
organized by a prophet after the order of god see women of covenant 50.
50
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understanding of doctrines connected with the temple

73

conrays were also recipients
the corays

of priesthood administrations and blessings but there is no evidence to suggest that
martha ever participated in administering them

74

regardless of whether mormon women had some form of priesthood patriarchy
existed within the church structure in practical terms this did very little to differentiate

nineteenth century mormon women from their counterparts elsewhere in america but

cormons and their protestant counterparts caused
the ideological differences between mormons
cormons and protestants emerged from the same
conflict between the two groups mormons
traditional patriarchal structure based on the belief in womans
comans original sin mary P

ryan also gives this patriarchy an economic component at the beginning of the
nineteenth century the economy of new england and the northeastern united states was
primarily agrarian resulting in a corporate family economy where each member of the
family contributed to the work on the farm or in the family owned business

the wife

and children were dependent upon the father for their economic support and for their

inheritance to ensure future economic security under the common law of coverture the
wires and

father

daughters economic identity was subsumed by that of the husband and

75

an important shift occurred as the frontier transformed into densely settled

73a
A book ofrecords containing the proceedings of the female relief society

august 1842 transcript in possession ofjill
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offill
mulvayderr
of jil mulvay
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also in
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archives

in

members of the nauvoo relief society handbook of the refiefsociety
relief society of the church
ofjesus
of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city the general board of the relief
society 1931 82

74john
john gave edna a blessing martha coray diary
74

15

march 1877 other diary

entries mention blessings but were not specific about who gave them see 19 nov 1875
and 22 may 1875
aryan
ryan
65
7ryan 61
6165

30
communities

the scarcity of land forced many sons to abandon agricultural production

for commercial enterprises this diminished the patriarchal structure of the family as the
corporate household economy evolved into a commerce or market oriented economy

sons were no longer as dependent on their fathers for their future income reciprocal
obligations decreased between sons and fathers as these generational ties lessened

76

according to ryan diminishing patriarchal authority from the economic changes
in the area was

calvinism

77

of great concern particularly to the ideological descendants of

they sought to emphasize the parents

moral responsibility in particular

the fathers
father s responsibility to inculcate moral values in their children invoking the clearly
patriarchal model

arnic covenant
abrahamic
of the Abrah

TO
78

the rhetoric reemphasized the bonds

between generations but also reinforced womens lesser status in the family church and
society women were reminded not to teach or pray publicly such patriarchal imagery

was effective until the second great awakening during this revival men grew
statistically more skeptical of religion while women tended to increase their
denominational devotion in 1823 ministers again altered their rhetoric to accommodate

these demographic changes in their congregations allowing women the privilege of
informally teaching friends and relations particularly their children women were also

allowed to instruct their husbands as long as they acted through persuasion rather than

76ibid
ibid

is essential to note however that while the destruction of patriarchal authority
found much of its troubles in the economic organization of the community the clergy
65
articulated the problem in religious rather than economic terms ryan 65.
771t
it

781n
in the pages of the presbyterian methodist and baptist press it was fathers
rather than mothers who exercised supreme authority and the responsibility in the
71
education of children ryan 71.

31

authority

79

women quickly included missionary and charitable organizations as part of

their area of influence

although women in america were acquiring greater roles in their churches and
the community through the formation of evangelical societies and other charitable
organizations nancy F

cott believed that these societies had an ambiguous effect on

women she wrote evangelical activity fostered womens emergence as social actors
whose roles were based on female responsibilities rather than on human rights

80

by

using this rhetoric to expand womens sphere the ministers were also containing women

while there may have been some women who gained a greater voice in their
congregations most were told by their ministers that women were not allowed to preach

or pray publicly when men were present cott found that ministers warned women who
questioned their subordinate role in both their families and society that they would not
gain freedom but rather destroy themselves

Q
81

in addition to these religious imperatives

coverture remained intact thus in protestant new england patriarchy was continually
reinforced through religious economic and political constraints

within the mormon community however the abrahamic covenant and
ening back to old
harkening
parkening
bark
hark
patriarchal authority had different connotations joseph smith barkening
arnic covenant
testament motifs carefully articulated the doctrine that the Abrah
abrahamic

79

79ryan
73 74 kathryn M daynes also noted that the anomie caused by the
yan 7374
Ryan
market revolution accelerated the loosening of the authority of the patriarchal family and
its replacement by the middle class family with the mother as a central figure in the
home and in her childrens lives more wives than one transformation of the
mormon marriage system 1840
1910 urbana and chicago university of illinois press
18401910

igo
190
2001
2001190
80

ocott
acott
15 8
cott the bonds of womanhood 156
156158

32
included the similar obligation for parents to teach their children the gospel of jesus

christ passing both their religious beliefs and more specifically the priesthood from one
generation to another

82

in the mormon version however parents who performed their

duties faithfully were promised eternal increase in the hereafter

83

mormon women were

taught the familiar patriarchal imperative that because of the fall of adam they were
dependent on man to be their head leading them in righteousness back to god

QA
84

yet the

mormon concept of exaltation simultaneously created an interdependent relationship
between spouses and children A man could only have an eternal kingdom if he were
married for eternity or sealed by the priesthood to a righteous woman

this logic

also

8ibid
bibid
157 59
ibid 15759
82

other possible motivations for stressing the patriarchal order in mormon
theology could be related to the organization used during the exodus to utah lawrence
foster discussed the law of adoption in which men were adopted as sons by church
leaders church leaders thus became patriarchs to large extended families through this
195
99 instituting polygamy as part of the
practice see religion and sexuality 19599.
19599
patriarchal order also helped distribute wealth through mormon society daynes
discussed how plural wives typically came from economically disadvantaged groups such
as the widowed fatherless or immigrants As wealthier men married these women
14
wealth was more evenly distributed among the members more wives than one 13
1314.
1314
83
qj
aj
114

cooper 102 114

114the
the endowment a prerequisite for sealing presented a pattern of patriarchal
organization that identified the husband as presiding patriarch within the family with wife
191
igi brigham young also taught that the
and children expected to obey him cooper 191.
greatest curse given to women was her dependence on man brigham young sermons
19 august 1866 JD 11271
6 april 1869 JD 12194 8 august 1872 JD 15132.
15132
h2716april
likewise he taught let the father be the head of the family the master of his own
instruct edo
household and let him treat them as an angel would treat them he further instructed
instructedt
edt
my counsel is obey your husbands and 1I am sanguine and most emphatic on that
subject but 1I never counseled a woman to follow her husband to the devil brigham
young sermons 21 september 1856 JD 455 11 september 1853 JD 177
respectively but even though brigham young encouraged kindness between spouses he
never repealed the clear directive that women were to be guided by their husbands who
alone held ordained priesthood

33

increased the importance of insuring that ones children were righteous heirs to the
kingdom too the more righteous children a man had the greater his kingdom
eternal perspective

85

this

separated a latter day saint sharply from a gentile and created an

86
relationship86
expectation of eternal relationships within a covenant relationship

although patriarchal leadership was experienced by both mormon women and
their northeastern counterparts their different conceptions of the abrahamic covenant
caused sparring between the groups each accused the others patriarchal system of
being more oppressive than their own one woman believed that women in utah became
merely the minister to mormon mens passions and physical comforts

87

horace

Gree leys
greeley said that no mormon man ever bothered to introduce his wife during greeleys
greelegs
1859 visit

88

reports such as these convinced many outside utah that women were

entrapped in a sinister religion beyond the rockies women in utah responded quite
forcefully in the 1870s with a great indignation meeting to dispel the myths

oppression

85

of their

89

cooper 116

86
86ibid

ibid 162
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horace greely two hours with brigham young daily tribune new york
20 august 1859 as quoted in william mulder and A russell mortensen eds among the
mormons
cormons
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knopf 1967 327 as quoted in derr
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34

the patriarchal influences on womens economic and political life varied between
utah territory and areas such as ryans oneida county jill mulvay derr discussed
brigham youngs changing view of womens roles in LDS society in her essay
brigham young and the female portion of the community

ff

there derr explained

that greeley and other visitors to utah territory would have acquired very different
impressions in the early 1870s

by

1871

latter day saint women were casting their votes at the ballot box a

privilege shared only by women in wyoming most likely prompted by a need to fully

youness
incorporate women into the conflict between the saints and their enemies youngss
Young
ss
rhetoric had moved from disbanding the relief society to assigning eliza R snow the

of making sure the organization flourished in every ward where he once

responsibility

encouraged women to stay at home he now encouraged women to gain a skill or enter a
profession

91

many women such as martha coray quickly moved into new economic

ventures when the opportunity arose
jill mulvay derr has clarified the opportunities available to women in territorial

utah

92

after studying the words of both brigham young and eliza R snow derr

concluded that while brigham young encouraged women to develop their talents and
intellect he was not an advocate of the nineteenth century womans
comans movement young

stressed both domestic duties and professional skills in his addresses to women always
379 402
Mormondom 379402
january 1879 see also tullidge women of
ofmormondom
ofmonnondom

godert brigham young and the female portion of the community

1
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jill mulvay derr brigham young and the awakening 31237
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such a pragmatic approach may

emphasizing community goals over personal ambitions

cormons
Mor mons religious interpretation of patriarchy but it did offer
not have affected the mormons
mormon women an opportunity to escape male assumption of their economic and
political identity

the difference then

is that while there were women elsewhere in the

united states pioneering the same occupations as mormon women in utah due to
brigham youngs rhetoric mormon women generally encountered less resistance from
their male counterparts
under scoring the importance of context when evaluating mormon
further underscoring

womens lives jan shipps wrote in her introduction to sisters in spirit that mormon
women had a fair measure of independence but she warned that their independence must

not be misinterpreted shipps continued

the countless diaries

and letters

of such

LDS women was not personal
women extant reveal that the primary concern of
oflds
oflas
independence

the lives of most mormon women were dedicated

the men first last and always to the success of
ofmormonism
mormonism

as were the lives of

93

how this general depiction of patriarchal structures within the mormon
community affected individuals is less certain one of the implications of gordon

ofmormonism
mormonism
woods discussion of the contradictions of

is that mormon doctrine can best

be described as a continuum rather than polar extremes of orthodox belief versus
unbelief consequently each member of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
is allowed a certain amount of latitude to interpret the doctrine similarly each married

couple negotiates their own division of power and how much authority the priesthood

93

jan shipps To
foreword
reword sisters in spirit vii

xii
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gave the husband over the wife 94 although neither martha and howard ever explicitly
discussed such issues in their writings there are other indications of mutual respect

rather than dominating his wife howard wisely used her as a partner in many ventures

95

although there were clear theological differences between protestant and
mormon womens version of the Abrah
arnic covenant and patriarchal authority utah
abrahamic

womens subordinate role within society church and their families differed little from
the general patterns of male dominance exerted over women elsewhere in the united

states

the greater concern with mormon lifestyles in american culture was that the

doctrine of polygamy pushed patriarchy too far protestant women contemporaneous
with those living in territorial utah found polygamy particularly oppressive

they

sought to free mormon women from this salacious practice mormon women however
strongly defended the practice insisting that polygamy was beneficial to both men and

women and that they were not subjected to cruel conditions under the practice

the republicans

96

and other protestant groups eventually won wilford woodruff

under severe legal and economic pressures to end the practice announced in an 1890
manifesto that

the church of jesus christ of latter day saints would subject itself to the

laws of the land

97

many families had been broken up while husbands and fathers went

several possible marriage models are proposed and discussed at length in
62 63
chapter two 6263

martha and howard taught school together on several occasions compiled lucy
mack smiths history worked diligently to prepare for their trip west and cooperated to
secure the success of their ranch in mona

96great
great indignation meeting the deseret evening news salt lake city utah
14 january 15 january 1879 see also tullidge women ofmormondom
379 402
of Mormondom 379402
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97official
official declaration I1 in the doctrine and covenants of the church ofjesus
of jesus
day saints salt lake city utah the church of jesus christ of
christ of latter daysaints
oflatter
latter
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into hiding and property had been confiscated

98

while polygamy was a trial of faith for

more than one mormon woman they rarely connected their troubles with their supposed
second class status as women within utah territory mormon women generally felt

more outside persecution for their religious beliefs than oppression for their gender
within LDS culture

mormon womens identity was heavily influenced by their faith patricia nelson

limerick goes so far as to describe mormonism as not only a religion but as an ethnicity
that in turn created a boundary that told others to keep out

99

these religious

boundaries created many contradictions that affected the roles held by women in the
community and mormon women lived their lives somewhere between the extreme
implications that these seemingly incongruent doctrines espoused by the standards of

the comans
womans movement they were both liberated and oppressed by their religion they
looked forward to a time when they would be priestesses and queens in the hereafter and
believed that only their religion had the ability to exalt women to the highest degree
possible faith was infused into nearly every activity from the mundane daily tasks to

the more unusual roles women were assuming

day saints 1981
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in such a culture martha could not help but feel the effects of the church in her
daily life

the church employed her husband at different times she was actively

involved in the womans
comans organization the relief society the united order and home

production and her children participated in church sponsored colonization efforts in
southern colorado she taught school served on the board of trustees of an institution

of higher learning worked on legal matters and voted but whatever activities she
logged into her diary at the end of the day martha was ever within the kingdom

femininity

after marthas faith her gender was the most influential factor in her life martha
married at age twenty and bore twelve children

her diary is filled with entries

containing daily tasks of washing clothes mending cooking dinner tending children and
generally taking care of
her family marthas family life resembles the model for the
other
emerging middle class discussed by mary P ryan in her book cradle of the middle
100
loo
lw
ryan found that as the
new
york
1865
county
1790
17901865
family
in oneida
class the

ae

frontier became more established transforming into densely settled communities and as
religion became more influential in the community familial roles began to change
involvedin
in home production and contributed to the
initially everyone in the family was involved
involvedin
cil

corporate family economy

with increasing urbanization however many fathers

found themselves working outside the home

this separation of the home from the work place had important consequences for
familys
family roles women were no longer considered direct contributors to the familys

ooryan
boryan
17
Ryan
yan cradle 1117
Oo
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well being woman as a mother and nurturer became an increasingly
economic wellbeing

important image they were expected to be more religious and womens higher church

attendance and participation in social reform seemed to make them best qualified to raise
a good member of society these were the good republican mothers

these small differences

in family life eventually developed into more specialized

gender roles for the family or separate spheres of influence for mothers and fathers

mothers nurtured in the home and fathers provided financially through the workplace

the goal of the family shifted from daily survival and providing children with land to
providing children with all of the necessary skills and education to be gainfully employed
and well married

the coray family was making this transition in territorial utah while

farming remained the most common employment among utah immigrants and the coray
family was frequently involved in farming enterprises there was an increasing emphasis

on the importance of education and manufacturing in order to prepare their children for
conrays emphasized education in their home
economic independence the corays

all of their

children attended school at some point in their lives and martha encouraged and
supervised their education at home as well in the end several

of marthas children

remained farmers but others went on to either marry educators or join the educational
field themselves

101

10hattie
hattie married wilson howard dusenberry martha and eppie married
hattle
gre
cornell university and taught
theod
theodore
bre beldon lewis and george later attended comell
economics at the university ofutah wilson howard dusenberry spent a great deal of
his life forwarding education in utah he was a school teacher from 1863
75 he was
186375
80 he organized the Timpa
nogas branch of
county superintendent of schools from 1874
187480
timpanogas
the university of
ofdeseret
deseret in 1870 he was the secretary and treasurer of brigham young
academy for several years he served as the chairman of the house committee on
education in the state legislature in 1880
1882 and 1884 theodore beldon lewis had a
18801882
similarly impressive career he taught school in various locations throughout utah
10

40

martha and howard moved to utah in 1850 just as these patterns of domestic life
were solidifying in oneida county yet as laurel ulrich pointed out territorial utah
cannot be compared to new york during the latter half of the nineteenth century ulrich
argued that because of the frontier and relative isolation experienced in utah conditions

were similar to the maine frontier in 1790

102
02

although ulrichs major premise that

lateral chronological comparisons are inaccurate was sound frontier maine is a little too

far back in time As ulrich noted the industrial revolution had already taken place prior

to the saints western exodus thus the similarities between the family structure that was
just forming in oneida county in 1820 and the family structure prevalent in territorial

utah

in 1850 will serve as the foundation for this study

103

while no comparison between two varied regions will be exact ideas of
domesticity in utah in the 1850s were nearly identical to notions of domesticity in more
developed regions of the country particularly the northeast changes in womans
comans sphere
allowing women to attend institutions of higher learning and allowing them to become

teachers and nurses were influenced by social reform westward migration missionary

78 he was the county superintendent of schools in
1865 67 and 1870
187078
territory from 186567
1879 he became the principal of
ofogden
ogden high school in 1885 and served for many years
he was appointed the territorial commissioner of public schools by the utah supreme
court in 1894

laurel thatcher ulrich the significance of trivia
laurei

102

history 19

1

spring 1993

03

journal qfmortnon
of mormon

59

03nancy
Nancy
ancy grey osterud argues that the transition to capitalism makes womens
work more marginal making dates less important than proximity to the market in
determining influences on womens roles see nancy grey osterud bonds of
community yhe
ahe
the lives of farm women in nineteenth century new york ithaca comell
cornell

university press 1991

12

41
104
04
war104
war
activity utopian communities industrialism and the civil
within utah

however ideas about domesticity and family were also heavily influenced by their

frontier conditions and unique theology
naker compared welters cult of domesticity with articles and
schoonmaker
robbie schoom
editorials published in the deseret evening news a latter day saint sponsored

newspaper during the 1850s in territorial utah

105

welter listed four qualities emphasized

by eastern womens magazines from the 1820s through the civil war piety purity
submissiveness and domesticity because the culf
cult was already being disseminated

during the 1820s it is likely that most converts to mormonism from the eastern united

states had come into contact with its philosophies regarding the ideal woman prior to the
saints western immigration and relative isolation schoonmaker discovered in his study

of the deseret news weekly that the cardinal virtues of womanhood were also
encouraged in articles editorials stories and poems published in the deseret news

according to schoonmaker domesticity a term that refers both to a loose definition of
gender related expectations for behavior and more specifically to home and family
related duties was the primary focus of articles aimed at female audiences

news did not discuss expanded roles for women in its first years

the four virtues of a true woman

the deseret

106

were discussed in similar tones throughout

the deseret news as they were in welters article virtue and purity were considered of

104
104darbara

Darbara welter dimity convictions 40
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105robbie
Robbie schoonmaker
arobbie
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robble

105

true womanhood an examination of the deseret

Wee
weeklys
klys presentation of womanhood a paper written for a senior history seminar
weekles
march 1997 in authors possession 1

bibid
iibid schoonmaker
logibid
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also asserts that women did not begin to fill more

13
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primary importance dramatic stories depicted immoral women as lesser creatures who
typically lost their sanity after the compromising experience

107

of virtue was further emphasized by banners held in parades

and statements such as

in utah the importance
A

mans moral strength is inconceivably increased by his wifes
cifes sympathy her counsel
her aid

108

A difference was found between eastern domesticity and utahs practices

however in that mormon women were not made responsible for changing mens morals

women in the east were made to feel that they must exercise their influence over men to
help them become more noble creatures in utah however men were expected to
provide the religious leadership bringing the women closer to god

1 aq
fq
log
109

although mormon culture highly valued purity eastern protestant groups did not
accept their polygamous marriages as virtuous thus creating another odd duality in

mormon womens lives in fact it was most likely polygamy to which elizabeth kane

cormons as backwards
indirectly referred when she described mormons

the latter

day saint

11
progressive occupations until the 1860s 10
1011
107

weiter wrote of this twaddle the frequency with which derangement follows
welter
swelter
iwelter

loss of virtue suggests the exquisite sensibility of woman and the possibility that in the
womens magazines at least her intellect was geared to her hymen not her brain
25
welter 25.
Os

osdeseret
deseret news weekly salt lake city utah 22 october 1856 quoted in
schoonmaker 3

lin a sermon delivered 22 november 1857 lorenzo snow declared that women
login

had a lesser degree of light and knowledge than man JD 5291 heber C kimball said
hada
that a good wife let her husband lead and guide her sermon of 9 november 1856 JD
482 brigham young said that women were the weaker vessels and that if they were to
lead the church the church would fail sermon of 15 june 1862 JD 9308 annie dark
clark
cark
tanner also wrote in her memoirs that she was imbued with the old tradition from my
religious training that man is superior to woman
A woman should never oppose her
monnon mother an
A mormon
husband as he was supposed to have superior wisdom

autobiography by annie clark tanner salt lake city utah tanner trust fund
117
university of utah library 1983 116
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community however lauded polygamy as a protector of womens virtue because more

women were able to have husbands of good character they also claimed that it kept
men from soliciting prostitutes and women from falling victim to immorality

it was

commonly believed in the west that prostitutes offered men an outlet that enabled wives

to hold on to the role of pure creatures set above human biological compulsions

110

in a

twist on conventional opinions of sexuality mormon women believed that if men could
satisfy their biological compulsions within the bonds

of matrimony which included

polygamous marriages they would be ridding their community of immorality

thus

mormon society conformed to the cults ideals of virtue but women outside utah thought
mormon women to be little more than degraded concubines
piety was not directly discussed in the deseret news perhaps because religious
devotion was such an integral part of all latter day saints lives that it was assumed that

the women were living this standard partly because members were living in the
kingdom outside the world As such all work was an act of devotion a contribution

towards zion yet more typical recitations of comans
womans superior spiritual abilities were
Mormondom that woman is a child
voiced by edward tullidge who wrote in women ofmonnondom
of
ofmormondom

of faith indeed she is faith

it is woman who is the chief architect of a spiritual

111
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lii
church
he elevated woman above man saying that

to priestcraft

men are reason

and reason led

12
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submissiveness was another virtue with a unique latter day saint twist mormon
women had directives to be submissive to their husbands fathers and priesthood holders

however they were very firm in their belief that the restored gospel gave them more
freedom than other women mormon women insisted that they chose to be submissive
while women elsewhere were coerced into submissive behavior a fine distinction to be

sure

113

brigham young was also careful to clarify statements such as it is a law that man

shall rule over woman his word is comans
womans law and woman must obey him
womans

a softer interpretation of rule
merely to take the lead

114
14

he said that he did not

with

mean with an iron hand but

furthermore women needed only to follow the directives of

the priesthood hierarchy when they were being led in righteousness brigham young
viewed submissiveness as an essential aspect of mormon theology for both sexes it

permeated LDS culture as in any hierarchical society women as well as men were
expected to submit to church and god

115

domesticity the major focus of this comparison was a more universal trait
applied to women both in utah and elsewhere in the united states jill mulvay derr
den

stated in no other area were youngs teaching so nearly identical with the ideals of the
larger society

116

mormon women were definitely encouraged to take care of the home

and hearth their children were supposed to be their first priority

for those women in

susa young gates and leah widstoe
ikusa
isusa
113
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utah choosing to work outside the home brigham young warned them to be careful that
such tasks did not interfere with their familial responsibilities

he stated that the woman

who neglected her family would find her whole life had been a failure

417
117

nancy F cott also noted how central the children became to womens domestic
duties in new england because women were not part of the workforce they remained
outside the world

according to the evolving rhetoric this made them more qualified

than men for the virtuous education

7

of their children which would

society by generating and regenerating moral character

g
118

in turn stabilize

thus religion in new

england gave purpose to motherhood and women looked to god for support in this great
call

19
119

A successful moral adult child was the highest honor to a mother

clearly mormon theology also gave purpose to motherhood through its emphasis
on eternal families and eternal increase though similar the child rearing aspect of
domesticity differed in utah in two notable ways first in mormon theology men
shared the glory and honor for their posterity with mormon women men were also
directed to take responsibility for their childrens moral upbringing mormon mens

work outside the home did not ideologically contaminate them as it did for protestant
men in new england because the work was done for the kingdom and within its

boundaries consequently mormon men were expected to be the moral leaders in the
home and protestant women were again outraged at this distortion of their domestic

brigham young as quoted in susa young gates editors department young
womans
comans
moman
woman s journal 5 june 1894 449 as quoted in godfrey godfrey and demm
deff
derr
womens voices 13

acott
87 97
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120

they felt that it devalued womens contributions when mormon men shared in

the glory for raising good children barbara welter however asserted that mormon
theology extending marriage and childbearing into eternity as the highest reward given to
believers actually elevated womens status within the latter day saint community

121

yet even as mormon women were encouraged to give careful attention to their
role as mother they were also allowed more latitude in their occupational choices than

women in the east
as in other areas

the separate spheres

doctrine was not as strictly enforced in utah

here mormon theology and frontier expediency overlapped clearly

brigham young had at least somewhat more liberal notions about womens capabilities

but his motivation for encouraging women to gain a trade or skill and work outside the

cormons
home was based on more than ideology demands perceived as essential to the mormons
Mor mons
success also significantly contributed to his opinions furthermore young maintained a

belief in separate spheres
expanded that sphere

122

not all jobs were suitable for women young had merely

for example young wanted women to becomes clerks in stores

so that men could be free to do heavier work manual labor particularly in the fields

12

320 321 derr also suggested that
deff brigham young and the awakening 320321
derr
contemporary critics found youngs teachings even more disgusting as they more closely
resembled the mainstream
121

50 derr
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discussed welters theory in brigham young and the awakening 317
121barbara
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brigham young said that women should not only raise babies but also study
and become gainfully employed all this to enlarge their sphere of usefulness for the
benefit of society at large brigham young sermon 18 july 1869 ID
JD 1361.
1361 susa
young gates took her fathers directive quite literally and later wrote with satisfaction
my sphere of usefulness is being enlarged see godfrey godfrey and derr womens
13
voices 13.
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was not encouraged for women

123

brigham young perceived an ever increasing threat

to the kingdom that the saints were trying to build and consequently encouraged women
to contribute to the cause in new ways

frontier
As ulrich aptly noted living on the western frontier changed mormon womens
experiences

124

consequently one must question which aspect of the frontier affected

women more scarcity distance from the market or a disruption of socially determined
gender roles was the west an inherently more democratic place allowing greater
opportunities for all marginalized groups including women

did the saints allow greater

diversity in womens roles because of their theology or because of frontier induced
necessity

elizabeth jameson addressed applications of western theoretical debates to
women

125

jameson focused particularly on the conflicting theories of frederick jackson

turner and earl pomeroy

126

jameson extended

turners ideas of heightened democracy

to ideas about womens sphere which allowed for an increasing equalization of
occupational opportunities for women in the west As jameson interprets pomeroy his

123
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theory does not allow for expanded roles for women since he believed that there was no
adaptation of democratic principles in the west but rather a repetition of eastern

patterns jameson concluded that the frontier liberation vs genteel womanhood
argument was a false dichotomy instead women should be seen as individual actors in

western history not just as a docile group accepting whateverwas
whatever was handed to them
individuals carved their own place somewhere between the theories depending on their
unique circumstances
Jam esons interpretation the west would not be the most significant
according to jamesons

factor shaping mormon womens lives a conclusion supported by dean may in his book

niree frontiers may compared settlers in the willamette valley the wasatch front of
diree
three
utah and the boise valley in order to determine how and why they were different he
discovered that each group migrated west for different reasons the willamette folk
migrated first and were primarily concerned with acquiring enough land to give their

cormons
children an inheritance the wasatch front was settled by mormons
Mormons who did not move
west for adventure or land but rather to escape religious persecution the boise valley
was settled last by a group of people generally wanting to escape the conflicts embodied
in the civil

war 127 may found that because of their strong religious ties and sense of

group women in utah were by far more likely to be involved in some sort of community
program or charitable work that extended beyond their own kin such as marthas
membership in the

relief society or her position on the local sunday school board it

does not necessarily follow however that utah womens work was more highly valued

than that of the women in oregon or idaho because latter day saint converts did not

127bean
ahree
Dean may yhree
three
deanmay

frontiers

15 18 and 68 respectively
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necessarily come into the church with a larger kin group they were more dependent on

the larger religious community and therefore more direct participants in community
activities in contrast settlers in the willamette valley met their needs within their

extended kin groups and with a few close neighbors

128

thus women in both locales

were important to the success of the community but in mormon communities women
performed their duties in a more public setting

it seems clear that LDS religion was the most influential factor in shaping many
mormon womens lives but frontier scarcity and other related hardships sometimes
altered their gender roles and community goals maureen beecher specifically addressed

how the frontier affected mormon womens roles

129

she was responding in particular to

some earlier claims in mormon womens history that applauded polygamy and LDS
culture as extremely progressive elements allowing women a variety of occupations

beecher questioned whether or not the women living during the nineteenth century felt as
liberated as current LDS women were claiming beecher concluded that women were not
particularly excited to take on more responsibility rather they continued to incorporate
as many typical gender based divisions of labor as possible

they considered this a sign

of civilization as they struggled for survival in the wilderness beecher used patty
sessions a famous midwife as an example of one who was able to provide for herself
financially through her profession

even though this woman was independent in many

I

ways she was still grateful when she remarried writing 11I feel to thank the lord that 1I

lmay
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have some one to cut my wood for me
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yet although mormon women sought to

preserve traditional gender divisions of labor at times survival and necessity superseded

their domestic ideology martha coray seems to fall somewhere in the middle it is true
that most traditional divisions of labor were maintained within the household although
the men in the coray family did help wash the clothes and clean the house likewise

martha did not indicate any particular enthusiasm for the expanded roles she was able to
take on but there was never a complaint given either

cormons did not have the typical frontier experience patricia
it seems clear that mormons
cormons
Mormons
nelson limerick wrote that turners frontier thesis could not encompass the mormons
tight knit communities so he dismissed them

131

other historians have noted the impact

of the frontier on womens lives that simply do not apply to mormon women for
example mary ryan wrote that women became more independent religiously in the

frontier preaching and proselytizing in a way that subtly subverted the patriarchal system

that was firmly entrenched in nineteenth century america

132

perhaps patriarchal

authority broke down somewhat on the plains for LDS women but within territorial

utah the rules of the society were quickly reinstated although women were allowed
more latitude in their prayer and worship patterns on the plains they were more regulated

but it must be remembered that LDS society was not severely disjointed by the

in utah

mormons traveled across the plains in organized companies with leaders
move cormons
accounting for every 10 50 and 100 members through these methods thousands of
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members of the LDS church moved to utah within just a few short years in the late 1840s
and early 50s and converts continued to come throughout the following decades

the organization

133

and communal methods employed during the western migration

were quickly replicated in utah brigham young enforced policies that benefited the
whole rather than the individual

land speculation was forbidden and lotteries were held

to distribute the land there was no private ownership of forests or water

of cooperation was not unique to mormonism

in fact this method

colonization was typical of the age which produced mormonism

134

this spirit

of organized

yet these methods

were unique to the american west in which immigrants typically employed the more
laissez faire attitudes that became increasingly dominant after the age

of jackson

leonard J arrington wrote regarding mormon colonization it is perhaps this
ideological principle of group stewardship which most clearly differentiated the

mormons
cormons from other frontiersmen

11
135

such efforts resulted in the rapid reproduction of

organized communities throughout utah and the mormon corridor

aryan
iryan
RYan cradle
132
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again the

71

112
133

mormons were in winters quarters and it should be
approximately 16000 cormons
assumed that the bulk of them moved to utah arlington
arrington great basin kingdom 47
134large
elarge
Large tracts of forests and water rights were given to church leaders
ilarge

134

but they
were supposed to act as stewards and ensure equitable distribution and discourage waste
of empire
for a less complimentary viewpoint of this policy see donald worster rivers ofempire
water aridity aw
and the growth of the american west new york oxford university
press 1985 7683
135 137
76 83 see discussion of irrigation in chapter three 135137

arrington great basin kingdom 94 this entire paragraph is drawn from
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tons conclusions see 51 52 57 and 62
135

athis
this term refers to a planned string of settlements that were to run from salt
tthis
136

lake city to ports on the pacific ocean near los angeles brigham young envisioned

saints arriving in california by boat and traveling to utah through this mormon
controlled corridor flis
lils
liis
his vision was never realized however the farthest settlement san
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mormon frontier experience was shaped less by distance between neighbors than by
scarcity and access to distant markets
As with most rural and frontier communities local transactions of bartering and

familys
trade were important to the farm fam
ilys survival in territorial utah both isolation
fandilys
from markets and home production contributed to this economic system because
families traded their surpluses for cash or commodities womens contribution to the
familys well being
home economy was essential to the familys

if any cash were acquired from

selling eggs butter or cloth it was quickly absorbed into the farm either in terms

re
necessary commodities for the household or reinvested
invested into farm capital

137

of

this

remained essentially true for martha her production efforts were absorbed back into the
household as were her husbands A difference however existed in marthas frontier
experience martha was never so isolated from the market that she could not purchase
cloth or other manufactured goods although brigham

youngs isolationist economic

policies did extend the economic importance of womens household production women
in utah were never entirely removed from their role as consumers even though cash

was scarce in utah making bartering and trading essential to the community the
manufactured goods desired by households were usually available
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conclusion
As mormon women such as martha coray migrated to the great basin they
came for one reason to escape religious persecution many

of them had broken family

connections to be part of this new religious movement that was now taking them west of

the rockies their faith was the overriding characteristic in their identity binding them

to a group that had covenanted to contribute all they had to build up the kingdom of god

their religious devotion however was also intermingled with the mundane
chores and routines

of daily life these behaviors and routines were heavily influenced

by eastern notions

and traditional gender based divisions

of domesticity

of labor within

the community women still wanted to be thought of as feminine and cultivated domestic
skills and proper respect for male authority among their daughters even when the frontier

made traditional divisions of labor difficult

but the dynamics between faith femininity and the frontier created subtle
differences in the hives
lives
ilves

of mormon women they lived in a patriarchal society but they

were also given the vote and a legal identity earlier than most of their contemporaries

this same patriarchal structure led by brigham young encouraged women to take jobs
and gain an education

he also protected and encouraged

expansion of womens home

industries

somewhere among these contradictions of revolutionary and traditional liberal
and conservative liberating and oppressive individual women carved out their own

experiences in the wilderness

martha jane knowlton coray is the subject of this study

she was a woman who fulfilled the ideals

of prescriptive literature by mothering twelve

54

womans rights and developed her talent and intellect
children she also wrote about comans
devoting these efforts not to womens advancement but to her family and the kingdom

CHAPTER TWO

domesticity AND MORMON WOMEN
IN THE nineteenth CENTURY
during the nineteenth century few white women if any could escape the general
expectation that their lives would center around their families by 1820 ideas of
domesticity began to emerge in many established areas and it wasnt long before womens
magazines and church sermons promulgated these ideas throughout the northeast and
then onto western settlements

1

mormon women in territorial utah lived under

ardd western frontier and
circumstances that were common to other women living in the agid
arid
and

they shared ideals common with many anglo saxon women in the northeast

2

contrasting with these commonalities were doctrines that clearly distinguished
mormon women from many of their counterparts

for example eliza R snow and some

followers widely taught that there would be an equality of the sexes in the next life and
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polygamy greatly altered family life for many mormon families these doctrines created

cormons
important differences in mormons
Mormons perspectives on family life and the eternal role of
women in addition to these less tangible distinctions were practical differences as well

brigham young was building a literal kingdom of god that required women to take on
unusual economic roles in the 1870s women were encouraged to gain occupational
skills by LDS church leaders

but before these ideological differences could be fully

3
mormon
implemented in
womens lives the wilderness had to be conquered

here mormon theology and frontier expediency overlapped for most mormon
settlers particularly through the first decade of settlement in utah building the kingdom

of god seemed more dependent on raising enough grain to survive the winter than
implementing millenarian rhetoric

cormons
Mormons
the mormons

like so many other settlers struggled to

maintain a steady food supply which meant that during the early years in utah emphasis
on several distinguishing doctrines of the LDS church regarding women was supplanted
by satisfying their physical needs

they were struggling to survive as individuals

consequently many women were spending much of their time improving their farms
furns
alongside their husbands 4 even after the settlements stabilized and women began
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played a critical role in providing food clothing and shelter for their
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engaging in more varied occupations and in political pursuits domestic life still consumed
much of their time it is the domestic aspect of mormon womens lives marthas
mantha s in
martha

particular that will be studied in this chapter

the term domesticity will be used in this chapter with two different applications

5

the first is a very general use of the word that is aspects of life centering on the home
and family mormon women like most of their female counterparts expected to someday

marry and have children with the role of wife and mother also came a list

of typical

do
mestie duties such as cleaning cooking raising food in a kitchen garden preserving
domestic
food for the winter washing and mending but as noted in chapter one domesticity also
developed beyond the list of daily chores into a canon of acceptable behavior for a

woman which included piety purity and submissiveness martha jane knowlton coray
like so many other mormon women emulated these ideals in her marriage her child
daily work and her religious beliefs it is important to
rearing responsibilities her dailywork

remember however that every marriage and family negotiated its own division of labor
among its members since this study focuses on the coray family it will

of necessity look

at some situations that would not be typical for most women within or without utah

marriage

marthas relationship with her spouse demonstrates both traditional notions of
male and female relationships and adaptations in territorial

families

utah howard 24 and

women s voices 245
245.
godfrey godfrey and derr womens

barbara welter canonized these behaviors in her essay the cult of true
41
1820 1860 21
womanhood 18201860
2141
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martha 19 married february 6 1841 in nauvoo illinois both were recent converts to

the church of jesus christ of latter

day saints when they met howard had been

working in nauvoo as the secretary to the church founder and president joseph smith

one day after howard broke his leg when wrestling with the prophet joseph smith
prophesied about howards future spouse telling him he would soon find a companion
one that will be suited to your condition and whom you will be satisfied with she will
cling to you like the cords

of death and you will have a good many children

about

three or four weeks later howard attended a conference in nauvoo with the promised
blessing on his mind

he wrote so 1I thought 1I would take a square look at the

congregation and see who there was that possibly the fair one promised me might be
7

present

buggy this woman was
howards eye soon fell upon a young woman sitting in a bug

martha jane knowlton who had joined the church in february of 1840 howard recalled
1I

concluded to approach near enough to scan her features well and thus be
able to decide in my own mind whether her looks would satisfy my mastej
taste
tastej
tasted
she had dark brown eyes very bright and penetrating at least they
penetrated me and 1I said to myself she will do the fact is 1I was decidedly
8
struck

following the meeting howard sought out this woman and soon found himself

dily
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library brigham young university provo utah 8 cited hereafter as HBLL this
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face to face with her

the two were introduced

as howard recounted in his journal

I of course bowed as politely as 1I knew how and she courtisied sic
and we then fell into somewhat familiar conversation 1I discovered at once
hand and inclined to be witty also that her mind
that she was ready off
offhand
her age to take
took a wider range
other
ranize than was common for young ladies of
this interview though short was indeed very enjoyable and closed with
the hope that she might be the one who the lord had picked for me and
9
thus it proved to be
1

although howard declined to go into any further detail about his courtship with
martha two letters exist from this period from martha to howard

the letters are

uncharacteristic of the demure female figure of nineteenth century prescriptive literature

martha communicated her feelings boldly to howard so clearly in fact that they
bordered on impropriety

the first letter described an incident that had caused martha

some embarrassment and contained an apology for a circumstance that may have injured

howards

o
10
0
feelings

less than this

martha continued the origin of the matter was as no more or

esq sidney rigdon observed that mrs coray was going down in town 1I

sportively curtseying thanked him saying 1I considered myself most highly honored by the
appellation
elation
appelation
app

word got back to howard that martha had willingly accepted his last name

as her own breaching propriety and requiring an explanatory letter

martha was not apologetic for long however and continued the same letter in a
kimbail has been paying the most
rather bold manner she wrote my cousin esq kimball

91bid
ibid

10

lo
lomartha
lomartra

martha jane knowlton coray to howard coray date unknown coray family
papers HBLL
lixibid
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assiduous attention to myself for the near 4 years in which he has prosecuted an entirely
hopeless suit

having thus assured howard that she had no intentions regarding her

cousins suit she gave him some direct encouragement for himself she wrote 1I may as
well drop a hint with regard to your course

of conduct you have indeed expressed yourself

in terms calculated to be understood which some would consider hasty upon short

aacquaintance sic but 1I have no objections to your manner of expression as it is in
accordance with the liberty 1I gave you

12

she continued her letter teasing howard with

statements such as 1 I have not said 1I am in love do not take it so

J it

did come into the

neighborhood etc etc that demonstrated a playfulness in her relationship with howard

martha reminded howard at the end of the letter that he still had an honorable escape
from his courtship if he found her too frivolous but also stated that she wished his feelings

to be made known to her clearly she closed the letter with consider it and let me have
your answer soon a statement that indicated a little impatience on marthas part

although howards response was not preserved in records other than the fact that
they did indeed get married another letter exists from martha to howard that
demonstrated the continued progression of their relationship

this letter from martha

must have been written just
U st before their engagement for it included expectations

of a

formal application for marthas hand in marriage by howard to her father martha wrote
1I will

merely say sir that any time it suits your convenience to visit our
house 1I will find me free to converse upon the subject which seems to
interest you most please if convenient bring with you a statement of facts
by bro thompson and joseph J my parents will require it and it may be
things will be settled to the satisfaction of all parties 1I would be glad if
you could slip a note into miss sarahs hands to inform me when you can

12tr
21bid
ibid
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honor me with a call

13

these letters are uncommonly forward for this time period indicating a level of
assertiveness from martha in the courtship that was usually reserved for men such
stni
ofsubmissiveness
strict
behavior does not support a sani
ct adherence to the virtue of
submissiveness women

were expected to wait patiently for the man to take the lead and then follow without
question here martha was doing the leading

were also out of the ordinary

yet howards remarks regarding his wife

he was initially impressed with her wit and breadth of mind

compared to those of other women her age such a compliment was highly unusual
during a time when womens minds were supposedly too small for intellectual thought but

just large enough for love

14

howards appreciation of marthas intellect probably allowed her more freedom of
expression in their relationship and thus a more equitable relationship than was typical for

mormons
cormons of the time period marybeth raynes described three different marriage patterns
she has observed in nineteenth century relationships

15

the first model is the typical male

dominated patriarchal family she noted that this did not make the female powerless but

that her power was derived from the man either from assigned tasks based on gender roles

3
mantha
martha jane knowlton coray to howard coray date unknown coray family
papers HBLL
BBLL
14

one eastern doctor wrote woman has a head almost too small for intellect but
28 for an alternative view of mens appreciation of
just big enough for love
welter 28.
womens education see karen lystra searching the heart women men and romantic
nineteenth century america new york oxford university press 1989 126love in ninteenth
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33
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or from her husbands permission rodney turner declared that in the mormon version of
the family patriarch he is both the priest and king ruling wife and children and mediating
between them and god

16

ofj
second according to raynes analysis of the work of
ofaJ joel

moss the LDS concept of stewardship resulted in a different family structure thus the
mormon patriarch when following the imperatives given to priesthood holders in the

doctrine and covenants gained his power from love and acquired his authority from the
respect freely given to him by those in the household
needs are equal

17

in this structure everyones

18

the third marriage relationship

and the one that most closely resembles that

of

martha and howard is one forwarded by marybeth raynes this model is based upon the
doctrine that a mother in heaven exists in partnership with heavenly father it also
assumes that a complete unity is necessary to return to god

thus power is shared by

both individuals in the marriage but this model also contains the caveat that it remains a
male headed home

19

16

16turners
turners argument also rests upon the assumption that the male is a righteous
mediator between woman and god rodney turner woman and the priesthood salt
232
lake city deseret book 1972 52 as discussed by raynes mormon marriages 232.
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when martha and howard were courting neither the relief society nor the temple
rites had been introduced to women although parts of the doctrines were informally
circulating among the saints

20

it is unclear therefore to what extent the doctrines of the

church that elevated the status of women in the latter day saint community would have
influenced the interactions between martha and howard in 1841

it should also be noted

however that howards assessment of marthas mind comes from memoirs contained in
his journal

these memoirs were written after the late 1860s when brigham young began

womens s talents and intellect
to more actively encourage the development of women

21

the

language of these courtship letters however clearly indicated an assertiveness that was at
least tolerated by howard if not encouraged howard and martha it seems were
innately inclined towards the partnership model

marriage
bannage
mannage
of mannage

howard and martha appeared to have a happy marriage about a year before

marthas death she wrote to her daughter nellie that howard helped her all he could
whenever she was at home she also thought he looked quite handsome in his new suit of
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joseph smith and zina diantha huntington see linda P wilcox the mormon
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6477.
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everlasting covenant
nf as defined in the doctrine and covenants was recorded on 12 july
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clothes writing that he looked as brisk as a young widower
death
wife

122

howard wrote upon her

now
ow that she has gone the fondest hope 1I have is to again strike hands with the

of my youth

in a more genial clime where sorrowing and sighing there is none and

parting shall be no more

23

howards writings are filled with admiration for his wifes
cifes intellect her ability to
sacrifice her dedication to the gospel and her success in the roles of wife and mother

yet martha was not the only woman in howards life

something that a diary might have

given more clues to than his memoirs do according to the salt lake endowment house

records howard coray was sealed or married by priesthood authority to mary ann

prates 1852 public announcement of
johnson on january 13
1853 shortly after orson pratts
131853
polygamy

24

25
some families
in
practiced
several different ways territorial utah
polygamy was

22

22martha
mantha
martha jane knowlton coray to helena nellie knowlton coray 9 november
1880 coray family papers BBLL
HBLL
2311
2311oward
howard
oward

coray journal 211

24

24endowment
endowment house records family history library salt lake city according to
the same records mary ann johnson was bom 24 august 1836 in haverhill essex
county massachusetts she and howard were sealed by ezra T benson in his office
when she was sixteen years old such a significant event should warrant a mention in a
diary by both martha and howard however available records are silent on this matter
marthas diary for this time period is incomplete and howard neglects this perhaps
embarrassing or awkward subject in his memoir

2for
ifor
for more information on polygamy see jessie L embry mormon polygamous
families life in the principle publications in mormon studies ed linda king newell
carmon hardy solemn
no 1I salt lake city university of utah press 1987 B cannon
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than one transformation of the mormon
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lived under the same roof although most men tried to provide separate homes for each

of

their wives under such circumstances many wives were required to contribute to their
own support also some marriages were more token arrangements intended to fulfill a
perceived religious requirement while the connubial marriage relationship never truly
existed while we do not know the particulars
do know that it did not last

ofhowards polygamous relationship we

the two were divorced on april

10
1855
101855

26

marthas feelings about polygamy are difficult to discern from the records left to
us but howard and martha were some of the select individuals who were introduced to
the doctrine of polygamy in nauvoo howard wrote in his journal about an evening spent
with hyrum smith during which hyrum explained the sealing ceremony

27

also howard

affirmed that polygamy was practiced in nauvoo in an 1886 article in the deseret news

howard again recounted learning of celestial marriage from hyrum but this time added
the additional detail that hyrum recited the revelation from joseph regarding plural
marriage hyrum apparently also warned howard and martha that the revelation was not
yet public knowledge in the newspaper article howard specifically stated that after
referring to the doctrine generally hyrum went over the practice

of plural wives again

wanting to make sure that howard and martha clearly understood the principle

3228
28

1840 1910 urbana and chicago university of illinois press 2001
marriage system 18401910

Divorce certificate
divorce
26

brigham young office files LDS church archives as

provided by archive staff

howard coray journal 16
29
28james

james S brooks deseret evening news salt lake city utah march 26
written within a
1886 both howards journal and this statement in the newspaper were writtenwithin
few years of one another mid 1880s making it difficult to explain the differences in the
details between the two stories

66

howard also wrote that he saw plenty of other things in nauvoo that convinced him that
plural marriage was practiced there

yet within this testimony howard never indicated

his own feelings regarding the marriage practice

only one source reveals any indication of howards and marthas personal feelings
on the matter

howards sister mary ettie V smith left the mormon church after

becoming disillusioned with it and particularly the doctrine and practice of plural marriage

she wrote an expose of the mormon church in which she recounted her experience with
mess
bitterness
great bitte

29

included in her book is an account tainted though it may be of

marthas dislike of polygamy
mary first discussed polygamy with martha and howard when martha was tending
ferry on the nishanebotany river in iowa in 1848 mary and her husband wallace had

been preparing to move to utah when he took a second wife mary was extremely upset
and decided to go visit her mother for a while

on the trip she became ill and

serendipitously stumbled upon marthas and howards house she told howard about the
amary
cormons
29may ettie V smith fifteen years among the mormons
2mary
Mor mons being the narrative of
mrs mary
uary noe
maty
nue
ertie V smith late of great salt lake city A sister of one of the mormon
ertle
ettie
doe
high priests she having been personally acquainted with most of the mormon
leaders and long in the confidence of the prophet brigham young ed nelson
winch green new york charles scribner 1858 mary smiths account of polygamy is
decidedly vitriolic A more impartial view of the practice is given by marybeth raynes
who wrote polygamy has been assumed to be the most restrictive form of patriarchal
power possible the actuality was probably very different for many women each person
or couple has only so much time to engage in cooperative decision making when that time
is divided with other pairings within the family often each person gains more autonomy
many women supported households entirely by themselves additionally maintaining
separate households when husbands were hiding from polygamy persecution on the
underground meant wives of necessity made more decisions of course this pattern
could simply mean that women made decisions by default in the absence of their husbands
present husbands if only occasionally could still make arbitrary decisions marybeth
raynes mormon marriages 233.
233
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second wife and wrote down her memory of his response

after listening to me with great patience and thinking the matter over for a
long time he said mormonism is true joseph smith was a prophet of
god else how did he heal my broken leg and how was my mother healed
how have others been healed and how have his prophecies been fulfilled
your husband has not done right this is not mormonism
but said I1 wallace has obeyed counsel david fulmer
president of the stake has counselled
counseller
coun selled him to steal and rob and he has
coun selled him to take another wife and he
stolen and robbed fulmer has counselled
counseller
has taken one
but said he you will find when you see brigham young that
mormonism differs from that it is not true that such crimes are
countenancer
countenanced by the church

mary later defended her brothers
brother s good intentions and concluded

1I am satisfied

that at that time howard would have denounced mormonism had he known to what it
was leading

30

this story of course apparently contradicts the testimony given by howard in
which he stated that he and martha were taught the principle of polygamy by hyrum

smith in july of 1843 but the discrepancy between howards journal and his printed
statement leave some room for doubt howard only used the word polygamy in his 1886
statement

yet at that time celestial marriage was synonymous with polygamy at least

among the members of the hierarchy thus it can be safely assumed that martha and

howard were taught the principle of plural marriage by hyrum smith furthermore
howard may have been referring to either the stealing or the manner in which the
polygamous marriage was contracted when he declared the situation inconsistent with the
teachings of mormonism

howards journal makes it clear that martha accepted the principle of plural
30mmy
ary V

97
ettie smith fifteen years 96
9697
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marriage when taught it in nauvoo it does not necessarily follow however that martha

thought well of the practice marys record indicates that she did not she wrote that

martha refused to speak with wallace when he came to persuade mary to return with him

when he arrived at their home martha reportedly said if he comes in the house 1I will
go out the trifling scamp
here

let him go back to his spiritual mistress he cannot come

to which howard replied

1 I think

this man is not as bad as we supposed it is this

mormonism that has made the trouble it is hard on women at the best

31

such a

statement implies that neither martha nor howard believed in the doctrine of polygamy at

that point

howards sister mary

did return with wallace on this occasion but she later

divorced him she claimed in her book that church leaders then tried to force her into
dle
fle she
another polygamous marriage after discovering that she was in love with a gent
gentile

tried to escape from utah territory but was prevented by the bretheren

32

she was forced

to stay with howard and martha who were supposed to supervise her and report any
suspicious behavior

mary passed the fall in tooele
thoele very pleasantly with her brother and the society

of martha his only wife

but mary clearly believed that she had a sympathetic friend in

martha she wrote of marthas kindnesses to her while imprisoned in their house and was
impressed that martha had thus far successfully fought spiritual wifeism from her door

31smith
smith fifteen years 101
31

32the
the bretheren7 is a cultural term that usually refers to members of the quorum
of the twelve apostles it can also be expanded to include other ecclesiastical leaders
mary believed that there was a conspiracy among the priesthood leaders to keep her from
leaving utah and marrying outside the church

69
and still preserved her isolated household

33

absolutely convinced that martha was

similarly trapped in utah by the priesthood mary remembered years later that

martha was a good and kindly woman when excited by no wrong
that was crying for redress but she had a soul of greatness and a will of
her as she was of great
iron 1I take pleasure in making this mention of
other
service to me afterwards in salt lake and 1I would do anything in my
power to assist her to escape from the cruel bondage she is suffering in
common with all mormon women there 34
mary seemed always to love her brother but was disappointed in his later
acceptance of polygamy conversely she had a great admiration for marthas ability to
avoid polygamy she wrote

I1 am equally satisfied he has since known of the existence not only of these
crimes and their practice by the direction or counsel as it is called of
the prophet but has actually acknowledged the spiritual wife doctrine by
attempting to take another himself which up to the time 1I left salt lake
martha had prevented by driving the new wife out of the house 35
possibly
the divorced mary ann johnson
possi
blythe
this new wife was quite possiblythe

giving some

credence to marys story mary also indicated that howard was not discouraged by this
first failed attempt nor was martha weakened

martha is a good and pure woman and will not submit to the double wife
practice although she is forced to acknowledge in common with all
mormon women that it is right in principle each week when she is
questioned as they all are bythe
by the teachers when my brother howard
one time brought home another wife martha fought her out of the house
and he was forced to console himself with one but when 1I left salt lake
last year he was courting two sisters whom he intended to take home
thinking they would together be able to hold the balance of power in
marthas household 1I presume she will in the end submit as that is sure to

33

33smith
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36
mormon
women
be the fate of most

though no mention of the marriage to mary ann johnson was made by either
howard or martha in any of their personal records they do give clear indications of
commitment to

the church of jesus christ of latter

day saints

they attend church

hife
arter
fife
ilfe
life
meetings accept mission calls pay their tithing express joy in the belief of an arner
after
afterlife

with family maintain friendships with church leaders hold positions
positions in the church and
community that would have been predicated upon others belief in their commitment to

the church and bear testimony of their belief that joseph smith was a prophet it is not
surprising therefore that martha and howard would have at least attempted to practice
plural marriage which was seen as another measure of piety

if howard or martha did harbor a serious dislike of the practice

they must have

marthas
been discreet about it for two of howard and mantha
martha s daughters martha and ep
eppie
epple
pie

practiced polygamy

they practiced the most successful type of polygamy sororal in

which a man married two or more sisters both of them were married to theodore beldon

lewis

37

this marriage however was not without its own challenges A relative later

36tr
ibid 46
36
37

111

george P murdock social structure new york macmillan company 1949
as quoted in campbell and campbell divorce among mormon polygamists 20

murdock found that polygyny was the preferred marriage practice in most societies he had
studied and that among most of them the system was quite stable he attributed these
societies success to their internal system of controlling the interactions within the
cormons
mon nons never established
marriage he believed that mormon polygamy failed because mormons
consistently enforced societal rules for polygamous marriages murdock 311 as quoted in
16.
ig
16 kimball young held a similar belief it should by no means
campbell and campbell lg
be assumed that conflict was the inevitable aspect of plural family life the real problem
was that the difficulties could not be easily settled because the culture did not provide any
standardized way for handling these conflicts for the most part these people genuinely
tried to live according to the principle but when they applied the rules of the game

71

wrote of
epple doubtless her position as second wife in a polygamous family had
eppie
ofeppie
mellowed her character into the beautiful soul she was

38

furthermore the sisters lived

apart following their husbands early death in 1889

eppie and martha lewis were also married when the government passed a series

of laws meant to punish polygamists martha lewis wrote a letter to her father expressing
some

her concerns for the increasingly hostile environment for those practicing
other
of

polygamy in utah territory and in the united states generally

for martha

ending

nehile her letter no
polygamy seems to have been more difficult than living the principle nvhile
while

longer exists howards reply addresses specific questions from the original letter martha
had clearly built a significant part of
her religious identity upon the principle
other

of polygamy

and was questioning what was going to happen howard quoted marthas statement
is painful to see

ones landmarks being swept away

different about the matter

39

it

howard however felt entirely

he believed mormon men had brought the persecution upon

themselves by not living the doctrine as purely as it was intended
hites were
nephites
ancient israel was permitted to practice polygamy but the Nep
forbidden to do so on the ground that they as well as ancient israel had
caused their fair wives and daughters a great deal of sorrow etc now have
mormons been as unwise and cruel as they were and was not a
not the cormons
40
1
check necessary something to bring them to their senses I think so

jealousy they got into real
borrowed from monogamy such as not controlling feelings of ofjealousy
trouble kimball young isnt
isu f one wife enough new york henry holt and co
1954 209 as quoted in campbell and campbell 20
38ezra
ezra clark
oark knowlton
dark

Knowl
Knowhons
knowltons
tons
the utah knowhons

moward
toward coray to martha jane coray lewis

3911oward

archives
40tf
401bid
ibid

118

2 august 1889 LDS church
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again we are left to question how howard actually felt about polygamy was he a
supporter of the doctrine but disappointed in its practice or was he opposed to it
altogether at this point in his life

the rest of the letter contained a strong testimony of

ofmormonism
the truthfulness of
mormonism and the prophet joseph smith whatever his feelings
about polygamy he was clearly still committed to his religion while the details of the
marriage between howard and mary ann johnson remain obscure it is certain that a
second wife would have some effect upon a previously existing marriage relationship with

martha possibly explaining marthas

41
financial
detailed
accounts

the second marriage

probably also had significant emotional impact on the original union although divorce

was unusually high among polygamists the marriage failure may also have been difficult
42
conrays
corays
level
on a religious
for the
there were serious pressures to live polygamy in

57 a period
oif of 1856
territorial utah particularly during the mormon reformation
185657
Reformati

when church leaders placed great emphasis on repentance and absolute commitment to the
LDS faith 43 their failed attempt at polygamy must have felt all the worse when listening

4these
these will be discussed in detail further in chapter two

83 86
87 and 90
8687

42

campbell and campbell estimate that 2000 divorces were granted for
polygamous couples prior to 1890 they assert that this was a much higher rate of
divorce 160 than the national average 11000 based on the estimation that there were
2400 men practicing polygamy in 1885 this of course is a very rough estimation based
more on projections than on fact in addition these figures do not account for separations
or dissolved marriages that never received official sanction campbell and campbell
polygarnists 68
68.
divorce among mormon polygamists
ness analysis of divorce rates
bayness
dayness
68 kathryn Day
appeared more thorough but she only discussed divorces in manti see more wives yhan
than
one 160170
170
160
160170.
43

campbell and campbell divorce among mormon polygamists 7 during the
campbeli
mormon reformation church leaders preached that members of the LDS church should
confessiheir
their sins attend church pay tithing and enter into plural marriage their
repent confess
faithfulness was also determined by a catechism administered by the home missionaries
this reformation culminated in the rebaptism of most members in march 1857 the

73
44
pratt
orson
jesus
speculate that
practiced polygamy
to

martha and howards membership was important to them and their inability to
hive this difficult principle might also explain marthas apparent preoccupation with
five
live

saw heber kimball he said there very hard

1856
polygamy she wrote on march 331856

times coming and that it was not necessary for a man to marry more than 2 wives in order

to enter upon celestial glory that he was just as much claimant as if he had fifty
also recorded in her diary of going to meeting7 where polygamy was preached

45
aa
a5

46

she

one

entry tells of a woman who came to martha with her protest against polygamy yet

another entry states that brigham young wound up with a storm at women who did not
encourage polygamy 147 and as jeffery

0

points than she normally uses in six months

johnson noted
48

thats more exclamation

martha never recorded a personal

response to any discussions about polygamy although she left many other pieces of
information about her life her feelings about polygamy remain locked in her heart

sacrament which had not been given since december 1856 was also resumed in april
1857 paul H peterson the mormon reformation of 1856
1857 the rhetoric and
18561857
76
reality journal ofmormon
of Mormon history 15 1989 70 76.
ofmortnon
440rson
orson pratt as quoted in young
campbell and campbell 7

40
3940
isnt one wife enough 39

4martha
smartha
martha coray diary and financial accounts

3

as quoted in

march 1856

bid

see 10 march 1856 and 13 april 1856 this time period is also known as
the mormon reformation during which the practice of polygamy was strongly
encouraged by church leaders
461
461bid
ibid

47

47martha
21 may 1874 and 26 july 1874 coray family papers
mantha
martha coray diary 19
1921
HBLL exclamation points in the original

johnson martha jane knowlton coray masculine in her strength
of character dedication colloquiums harold B lee library march 15 march 17
1977 coray family papers special collections HBLL 125
jeffery

0
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corporate family economy

romantic attachments were but one aspect of martha and howards relationship

also central was what mary P ryan termed the corporate family economy

49

ryans

being of the family when new yorks oneida
phrase described the economic well
wellbeing

county ryans area of study was first settled the community was primarily agrarian
women men and children worked side by side to ensure the familys
fam ilys success

the

greater the productivity of the farm the more land the family could purchase and give to
the next generation ryan asserted that it is the transition between the agrarian based
society and the urban manufacturing and industrial society where the solidification

of

comans
Coun
womans roles occurs As oneida countys
tys families moved into the newly developed
countes
middle class the corporate family economy dissolved and the father was given sole
responsibility for the fam
familys
ilys economic security

50

territorial utah was at the crossroads of this transition some communities such
as salt lake and provo became established urban centers by the 1860s other areas were

settled later and remained focused on agricultural ventures in fact most ofutah
conrays moved between these
remained rural throughout the territorial period As the corays

worlds their daily routines and contributions to the family corporate economy changed
conrays farmed
her
fanned marthas diary emphasized the importance of
other
in tooele
thoele where the corays

49kyan
yan

31
crodle 31
cradie
cradle

50nancy
ancy F cott believed that the role of provider was assigned specifically to men
by 1692 this role was decreed by cotton mather who also instructed women that their
role was consumer oriented and thus they were obligated to use their goods frugally
female dependency did not become prominent however until the market assigned a

75
dairy production and aiding howard as he made improvements to their land conversely

howards journal and the diaries of marthas children indicate that their time in provo had
more elements of the middle class family howard listed the many occupations he had
during his time in provo

farming clerking school teaching building a sawmill and

sawing lumber running a molasses factory and hauling lumber to fairfield etc etc

he

even claimed to be getting on pretty well till he undertook the saw mill which resulted
in embarrassing him not a little

51

conrays abandoned the city and
it is perhaps because of this embarrassment that the corays

homesteaded
ed several quarter sections in mona utah during this period they seemed to
homesteader
homestead

revert to the agrarian goals of acquiring enough land to pass on to the next generation

52

with the second move to a farm however marthas contributions were different her
home production changed from cheese to soap and medicinal products but wherever
they lived and however typical or atypical the contribution might have been everyone in

the coray family martha howard and the children

contributed to the fam
familys
ilys

economic wellbeing
well being sometimes they worked on the farm while on other occasions they
sought outside employment it was this cooperative nature that helped the family to
survive through lean years

howard and martha worked as partners in almost every financial venture either
one entered immediately after their marriage in february of 1841
1841 martha began teaching
monetary value to mens work cott bonds of womanhood 20
22
2022

howard coray journal 17
52when
when howard and martha moved to mona in 1872 their daughters martha
mary and eppie were already living there with their husbands martha and howard soon
entered a claim as did their children howard will and nellie

76
school with howard and continued until the end of 1844 when lucy mack smith mother

of the mormon prophet joseph smith asked martha to serve as her scribe while she
dictated her memories of
her sons life lucy probably requested marthas help based on
other
her reputation for taking excellent notes As the project continued howard was asked to
assist his wife howard consulted brigham young who agreed that howard should quit
his school and devote his attention to the life history of joseph

the two of them finished

the manuscript around the close of 1845 and received payment for their work in 1846

53

howard and martha left nauvoo with the bulk of the saints in the spring of 1846
cross the plains however and the two of them worked together
crossthe
they were unprepared to crosstie

to earn enough money for the journey howard described their situation saying my wife
tended ferry and 1I got 5 or 6 yokes of unbroken steers and broke them for their use and
broke prairie that season
in 1850 As a result

54

conrays crossed the plains with the john sharp company
the corays

of their cooperation

and preparedness their daughter martha jane

coray lewis remembered the trip west as a pleasant one with plenty of milk bread
beans and sometimes either fish or buffalo meat

55

once in utah the corays
conrays moved from place to place they initially settled in salt

lake city where howard was employed

as a tithing clerk earning

1000 per year but they

relocated to ET city ezra taft city now lakepoint
Lakepoint in thoele
tooele county sometime in
1855

the exact date of the move is unknown
howard coray journal

but their son william henry coray was

16

howard coray journal 12 martha tended ferry on the nishanebotany river
nishnabotna
iowa sometimes spelled ni
ishnabotna in 1848

5lamont
alamont
lamont poulter A spiritual life comprising certain experiences of martha
jane coray
society magazine 16 july 1929 366
reliefsociety
coraylewis
lewis relief

77
1853 in salt lake city and their next child was born
born november 331853
bom in tooele
bom
thoele july 9
1855

conrays
corays
ys did not stay in tooele
thoele very long
the cora

however

her 1856
other
at the close of

diary martha recorded howards disappointment in the land and their situation

moved to provo before the year was out

56
6

they

later howard purchased a ranch in mona juab

county however the family continued to maintain a home in provo traveling back and
forth

since martha and howard did not arrive in utah until 1850 and did not begin
farming until sometime around 1855 it could be argued that they missed the true

frontier period

yet even though they missed many of the first difficult years of

settlement they still continued to struggle to produce a living from their land

furthermore the mormon frontier was constantly expanding as brigham young and other
leaders sent faithful members off to form new communities although women such as

martha could reach markets with manufactured goods it required a significant journey
thus they remained relatively isolated

but obtaining manufactured goods was not their greatest concern when the
saints arrived in utah their first priority was to begin planting crops

they understood

that their success in colonizing was directly dependent on establishing a reliable food
supply husbands and wives in utah worked together to provide stability for their families
and to increase their future prospects as they did in other western communities

historian nancy grey osterud provided some guidelines about typical divisions of

56

56martha
martha wrote

mr coray is now determined to leave if prospects do not look

saw mr kisler said he did not think this place good for anything
coray diary 1719
17 19 may 1856 passim

better

martha

78

labor between spouses on the farm she observed that the fields were typically worked by

the men who were aided by women during haying and harvesting women and men held
joint responsibility for the barn and livestock which spouse cared for the milk cows and
the poultry was an area that could be negotiated by individual couples keeping house
was nearly always the womans
comans job which included cooking and preserving food sewing
and mending clothing cleaning the house and caring for small children although many
men did help maintain the water and fuel supply so essential to these tasks

57

although

Meren

there were differences
ces martha shared much common ground with other frontiers
frontierswomen
women

the numerous commonalities found among women have led glenda riley to declare
women did play highly significant and multifaceted roles in the
development of the american west but also
their lives as settlers
displayed fairly consistent patterns which transcended geographic sections
of the frontier further 1I maintain that these shared experiences and
frontierswomen constituted a female frontier in other
responses of frontierswomen
frontiers womens responsibilities life styles and sensibilities were
words frontierswomens
58
shaped more by gender considerations than by region

although most of this thesis argues that mormon women particularly martha had
eeves
hives
lives in which glenda
ilves
a unique experience as they settled utah there is one aspect of their heves

wileys
rileys scholarship rings true that is daily divisions of work or domestic duties
familys general division of labor was typical for women in utah as well
the coray familys

frontiers women maureen ursenbach beecher argued that although the
as for other for frontierswomen

gender related divisions of labor in territorial utah revealed situations where women

nancy grey osterud gender and the transition to capitalism in rural
america agricultural history 67
20
1920
6722 1993 19

gienda
glenda
GIenda riley ae
the female frontier A comparative view of women on the
prairie and the plains lawrence kansas university press of kansas 1988 2 glenda
58

wileys book includes such states as colorado and wyoming in its analysis of plains states
rileys
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demonstrated incredible independence it was usually not by choice one of martha s
entries stated
it but

Til
billys
lys calf is dead because 1I did not fix the calf house door or help to do
tillys

ill go now and attend to it

another entry stated

1I

fixed the door and find that fans colt is missing

antem
aftem
afternoon
oon
washed in the forenoon plowed in annem

60

59

martha was not

normally responsible for the care of the animals nor did she usually plow necessity

rather than desire typically forced these pioneer women into their unusual occupations
and manual labor even though women were needed to fill clerking positions they were

not encouraged to work in unbecoming fields requiring manual labor that were better
suited for men brigham young asked women to help with the harvest only once and
even then he apologized for the request

61

beecher concluded that rather than a merging

of roles there was a tenacious clinging to more standard gender roles in both the
workforce and domestic duties

mary neth brought children into the equation stating that children performed a
wider variety of work crossing gender lines when they were young and assuming more
gender related tasks as they made the transition into adulthood

the survival of the farm

however was more important than who did what neth continued

children learned

expectations and labor skills based on gender they also learned an obligation to the farm

but does not discuss utah

martha jane knowlton coray diary

gid
6idid
aid

3

june 1875

6brigharn
brigham young 31 july 1854
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BBLL

1166 cited hereafter as JD

journal
vois liverpool 1854vols
journalofdiscourses
26vols
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vv62
62
definitions62
and family that superseded such definitions

conrays generally followed this division of labor
the corays
in tooele
thoele martha recorded

particularly during their time

howards working on the corral and moving the fence for

their lot while she washed kept house and hattie her second daughter cooked but

martha and her eldest son howard worked on the fence closer to the home the yard
fence

on another occasion they all worked together to put up fencing and to plant trees

radishes and lettuce

63

preparing food alone must have been exhausting work for martha august and

september of 1874 are bursting with entries about peaches martha and her children and
occasionally howard picked them cut them dried them pickled and preserved them and
sold them freestone and clingstone by the bushel and the pound she wrote in october
stiff
still picking peaches

certainly what she meant was still picking peaches

64

that

process ended just in time for martha to begin putting up pears and beans for the winter

throughout these months martha also mentioned apples plums tomatoes making catsup
and acquiring and preserving a variety of other foods
conrays were probably extremely grateful for
although the work was difficult the corays

the bounty

the saints had previously suffered food shortages as insects destroyed their

crops two different years during such shortages even the younger coray children were
expected to contribute to the fam
familys
ilys food supply mary coray roberts recalled having
amary
preservin
mary
2mary neth preserving
servin9 the family farm women community and the
Pre
preserving
1900 1940 baltimore john hopkins
foundations of
ofagribusiness
aagribusiness
Agribusiness in the midwest 19001940
university press 1995 19
63

63martha
17 march 1856
mantha
martha coray diary 12
1217
64

64martha
mantha
martha coray diary 1I111I october 1874

81

to take the younger children out to find wild onions to make a little stew while the older
children worked with the parents in the fields attempting to beat off the crickets and
candles that the children
protect what crops they could martha would also make tallow candies
would sell 65 during this time the coray family struggled to survive eating sego lillies
06
66

watercress wild onion rabbits and whatever else they could find
was a strong woman it was difficult to see her children go hungry

although martha

on one occasion

martha had gone out to a field to gather a little grain after gleaning what she could she
returned home ground the wheat and cooked some bread

when her children begged

for another piece of this unpalatable food as for candy she cried

67

during the

grasshopper famine food again became scarce martha knew of a man who had extra
grain stored and asked if she could purchase some
leave she turned to him and said

the man refused

you will live to regret this mr

As martha began to

he quickly

changed his mind about the grain and called after her come back mrs coray you can
68

it68
have it

the years without famine brought more typical contributions from the children
the daughters helped cook and clean the sons helped to mend fences and plough the
fields with so many small children martha was quite dependent upon the assistance

of

her older children she recorded one days work in the garden writing 3 girls dropped

gmary eliza noel life of my mother mary knowlton coray roberts coray
family papers HBLL
BBLL
jennie N weeks and inez S cooper martha jane knowlton coray
unpublished manuscript coray family papers HBLL
BBLL 6

6tiibid
ati
67
67ibid
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ibid 7
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seed

held baby and tended will

1I

69

later in her life when her children were grown and
caterin
laterin

independent she noted in her diary 1 I washed alone the first time since martha her

oldest daughter was 12 years old

corays
the conrays

70

time in tooele
thoele was particularly difficult financially while trying to

establish a farm howard also taught school martha supplemented the family income

with dairy products she wrote making cheese every day for several days sent pa my
first cheese and mary ann marthas

ibs
sister 3 yz
12 lbs

butter

71

women were typically

responsible for such income generating aspects of dairy production

and although the

transition to capitalism marginalized many womens earnings from butter cheese eggs
and poultry joan jensen discovered that data from agricultural censuses as late as 1860

supported the conclusion that income from sales of butter on small farms provided a
significant addition to the income of farm families and a substantial potential for

generating income through market trade

72

martha used her dairy products in daily

bartering to meet her financial obligations she recorded giving butter to mrs baldwin
wins butter 4 12
ibs put in masjar
ibs
weighed Bald
baldwins
baldvins
madjar
MAs jar 5 VA lbs
vi lbs
Is took from the last 2

writing

wins rent up to this date
lb for mrs baldwin which pays for mrs baldvins
Bald
lbs tithing & 1I ib
ibs
baldwins

some 2 12 ibs
lbs butter still due her

lbs butters
baldwins
sent sister Baldwins
baldvins jar home with 5 vz ibs

69
69martha

Martha coray diary and financial accounts 1856 21 april 1856

mantha
martha coray diary 1I july 1875
71

ibidtmaym

ibid 27 may 1856

720
720sterud
osterud
sterud

transition to capitalism 20
22 joan M jensen promise to the
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land essays on rural women albuquerque university of new mexico press 1991
193
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73

by our scales

perhaps it partly through her efforts that martha was able to write 1I am

at last making bills

74

marthas dairy production did not seem to be nearly as important to the family
when they were on their ranch in mona she still churned butter and made cheese in the
1870s but was more likely to make exchanges with beef or pork from an animal they
recently slaughtered

she also used more cash or factory pay to settle debts

75

during the

1870s however martha engaged in more unusual work for women that generated cash

rather than reciprocal obligations

that martha changed her methods of contributing to

the household economy in the 1870s is no large surprise joan jensen notes that as
household production became unprofitable women became either wage workers or
housewives

76

but such efforts although

significant were again overshadowed in

marthas diary by her daily chores

marthas assistance to the corporate family economy was no doubt essential to the
fam ilys survival marthas daughter mary coray roberts remembered growing up with
familys

eight
mercy

of us children poor and destitute

always looking forward to a time when in his

god would lift the cloud of darkness that shadowed our financial pathway eleven

73

73martha
16 17 march 1856
mantha
martha coray diary 1617

bid

741
741bid
ibid

22 february 1856
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75factory
factory pay was received when members of the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints worked

in one of the many cooperative ventures that were a part of the
united order in marthas case her factory pay most likely came from exchange or
prove woolen mills or producing soap for the 19th
19 ward soap
working in either the provo

factorj
rj
factora
Facto
factory

76joan
joan jensen promise to the

land

203
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years passed on this way

four more boys were added

77

mary recalled giving part

of her ration of food to her younger siblings growing weak and fainting as a result she
other
also taught school at age seventeen to help with the family income

78

wilson howard

dusenberry a nephew of howard coray and husband of his daughter harriet wrote of
some business he had in common with his uncle and the poor economy in utah

and warren are winding up our accounts

the whole town and country are in debt we

labary nth sic of exchange in our merchandise accounts
are getting a labarynth

heaven where will it end
family

79

are taking cattle

financial difficulties seemed to never fully leave the coray

even in 1880 martha wrote

long and that pays him better

uncle

1I

hope pa will get more suitable work before

0 80O

although the coray family lived in poverty for several years marthas daughter
mary knowlton roberts had fond memories of
her childhood and of her mothers efforts
other

eleven years passed on in this way
mother was untiring in her
efforts to benefit and brighten the lives of
her children which she did in
other
spite of the disadvantages she had to work against
she sought to
impress in us a trusting confidence that we would be rewarded if not here
hereafter for our industry and faithfulness
with her will hope was
81
cultivated and although deprived we did not despond

coray roberts diary 28 february 1882 quoted in daphne R hartle
jennie N weeks and margaret watkins roberts family connecticut to california
salt lake city published privately 1965 71
77mary
mary

78

78hartle
hannie
harnie
hartle weeks and watkins roberts family 64
79

79wilson
wilson howard dusenberry diary 13 february 1867

typescript daughters of the utah pioneers salt lake

20 april 1867 passim
city utah 22 29

8amartha
samartha
martha coray to nellie alexander 9 november 1880

mary knowlton roberts diary as quoted in jennie weeks and inez cooper
martha jane knowlton coray 7
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mary P ryan stated that womens contributions to the corporate family economy
generally applied to domestic duties and frugal money management
family finances in oneida county

ryans account of

new york is dominated by the husbands women

rarely received pay for their work and if they did it was usually absorbed by a husband or
tov m patriarchs assumed first of all that a wifes
father ryan wrote most Whites
whitestown
town
whitestov
cifes

economic identity was fully incorporated into the family business

in addition when

families worked together in the factories the patriarch usually collected everyones

paychecks even though separate accounts were kept for each individual working

82

in

fact women held no legal title to anything produced by themselves under the english
common law of coverture womans
comans legal identity was transferred from father to husband
ship
owner
ownership
after marriage thus female ownership
shio of anything was unusual in the united states

during this time period

83

this arrangement applied to the coray family as well although it is unclear if
howard instigated it or if it were merely part of the culture the most obvious example of
coverture in marthas life occurred when martha with howards help finished working
on lucy mack smiths biography of
her son instead of marthas receiving the money for
other

her own work the payment was made in howards name A document dated 14 january
conrays
1846 and authorized by bishop newel K whitney settled the debt to the corays

for compiling the history of lucy smith mother of the prophet joseph
transcribing it

and 35 for

84

82ryan
ryan cradle 27 and 46 respectively

ryan cradle 2 8 and cott bonds of womanhood

200

5 211

corays bill labor for compiling and transcribing mother lucy
howard conrays

86

although howard was the legal recipient for payment for marthas work on the
smith manuscript the coray corporate family economy differed from the typical eastern

familys
familys finances in other ways and probably most families in utah as well while we do
conrays time in nauvoo martha had
not have any specific financial records for the corays

ownership of
her income and made independent choices about its use in utah martha
other
12 yds
wrote on 21 march 1874 went to the store bought on my order 4 vz
ads dress stuff at

conrays order
70 cents per yard 3 yds
ads of corded alpaca on mr corays

this entry implies that

martha and howard had separate financial accounts at various merchants she also wrote
on august 16 1875
now have 250
2.50
250

1 1I left

home with 3500
35.00
3500 of my own money made good use

of it 1I

indicating that martha had her own funds and income even though

martha had some income other
of her own she was not expected to support herself and her
remaining dependent children on her own howard did give her items and funds from time

to time which martha duly noted in her diary furthermore marthas purchases did not
appear frivolous or self centered her choices were still focused on the familys
familys welfare
perhaps if she had made poor choices howard would have interfered more directly in her
finances
56 diary did not tell of separate financial accounts however
martha s 1853
185356

martha did keep track of
her expenses and noted when and for whom purchases were
other
made

85

she wrote of buying material for pants for mr coray or ribbons for her

daughters hair in addition martha paid for more products in kind she measured out
cheese or butter to pay her accounts in the 1870s martha pursued activities outside the

special collections HBLL
smiths history whitney collection specialcollections

87
home that could bring in a cash compensation however in the 1850s martha had small
children at home which probably forced domestic production upon her in fact martha
had another child wilford in 1856 and would have four more before completing her
family in 1864

besides this difference in marthas home responsibilities territorial utah was a
much different place in the 1850s than it was in the 1870s when martha and howard
farmed in tooele
thoele they were on the frontier

the railroad had not yet come to utah and

although manufactured goods were available they were more

of a luxury due to poverty

corays distance from retailers in addition there was little
scarcity within utah and the conrays
cash circulating in utahs economy necessitating payment in kind

86

thus

it is possible

that marthas detailed notation of in kind payments to her neighbors and associates
represented a certain level of financial responsibility and independence when any sort of
financial independence would have been unusual for women in most parts

of the united

states during this time period 87

marthas financial independence might be at least partially explained by the fact
85

martha coray diary and financial accounts 1853
56
185356

86

women
godfrey godfrey and derr
homen s voices 245
deff womens

urich has compared the economic and social life of early utah
laurel thatcher ulrich
to colonial maine in her article the significance of trivia journal ofmormon
of mormon history
19
66 although 1I do take issue with some of
her comparisons see
igi
igl
other
5266
1911 spring 1993 52
discussion in chapter one 40 her description of economic forces is accurate for the first
decade in territorial utah thus it is useful to discuss her work on colonial women in
A friendly neighbor social dimensions of daily work in northern colonial new
england
therefore
borrowed

ulrich
urich concluded that the typical household was not self sufficient and that
a good housewife was also of necessity a friendly neighbor as she traded and
from other women in the community she also noted that men viewed this

informal oral and local trade done by women as petty but that it had significant
39 42
value to the women and the community feminist studies 6 2 1980 3942.
3942

88

that women in utah had more legal rights than women elsewhere

an 1853 utah law

allowed women their own legal voice in court and womans
comans suffrage increased their
political and legal voice in the 1870s in addition relatively liberal divorce laws and
complex polygamous marriage systems by necessity allowed some women to maintain

ownership of property

to

88

in fact marthas separate financial accounts could be explained

corays participation in polygamy
some degree by the conrays

89

but even with these

important legal differences for women marybeth raynes still concluded that the typical

mormon family monogamous or polygamous was presided over by men males simply
maintained the balance of power in utah holding resources and having a greater legal

authority and higher standing in society raynes acknowledged that the wife had her
realm

of decision making but it was a lesser status

90

if marthas financial independence were unusual

so was the fact that she kept

records of it joan jensen wrote even among most euro american farm women almost
none had a system of books that analyzed home production

91

nancy grey osterud gives

a plausible explanation for why records were rarely kept stating that women rarely

an act for the regulation of attorney section 1 february 18
1851 1852
1852 18511852
181852
laws of utah as discussed in madsen sisters at the bar 217 and lawrence foster
religion and sexuality 217
corays participation in polygamy remains
although the degree and length of the conrays
in question there might have been some financial implications jessie L embry wrote that
in 88 percent of polygamous marriages women and men shared the financial responsibility
for raising the family and that 58 to 70 percent of the men were proprietors ranchers and
fanners the families tried to be as self sufficient as possible and everyone was expected
farmers
to contribute to the family economy jessie L embry mormon polygamous families
90 95
9095.
9095
9omarybeth
marybeth raynes

mormon marriages

91
9jensen
ajensen
jensen promise to the land 196

in sisters in spirit 233

89

ulrich
assigned a market value to their labor osterud and laurel thatcher orich
urich give womens
work another value that of creating community through reciprocal relationships of
mutual aid

92

yet martha was almost fastidious in her efforts even keeping careful

records of
her church donations one entry is particularly thoughtful
other
take from a little cheese hoop about 30 oz of new milk cheese 1I
ascertain these facts from calculation I1 qt of new milk gets 4 23 oz
12 oz butter of ordinary new milk 1I also find that 1I have
cheese or about 11 vz
12 ibs
made about an average of 1 vz
lbs of butter per for 3 weeks thus my tithing
is 3 ibs
lbs pd see T tithing acca
acct & 3 oz due
lbs & 3 oz in the whole time 3 ibs
93
on tithing
1I

even if martha did assign a specific value to her domestic production maintaining
close relationships with those she bartered with would have been important dean L may
believed this sense of community actually diminished on the western frontier and that

independence or a dependence on a relatively small group of individuals perhaps extended
family members or a few close neighbors became more common

he argued that utah

was one of the few communities that maintained this sense of connection past the 1850s

he believed that the bartering and trading that occurred in cash poor utah helped to
strengthen community ties

he wrote

informal borrowing and lending characteristic of

early alpine utah and sublimity oregon created unspecified feelings of future
obligation and connection exchange mediated by cash and contracts as in middleton
920
920sterud
osterud
orich
urich
sterud transition to capitalism 23 see also laurel thatcher ulrich
housewife and gadder themes of self sufficiency and community in eighteenth
century new england in to toil the live long day americas women at work 1780cornell university press
1980 ed mary beth norton and carol groneman ithaca comell
1987 21
34
2134
93

martha coray diary 20 may 1856 it is possible that martha kept careful
conrays were likely more
records in part to track what she owed for tithing the corays
consciousness of their tithing obligations than the average mormon due to howards 1852
employment as tithing clerk

90

idaho minimized such obligations

As these community ties diminished so did

peoples connection to place consequently alpine was the only community that retained
a significant percentage of the initial settlers posterity

94

joan jensen argues that these

support networks were preserved in other communities and even facilitated by other
churches but she does acknowledge that local transactions of bartering and trade
continued to be essential in territorial utah much longer than market forces allowed
elsewhere due to brigham

youngs isolationist policies

95

during the 1870s brigham young encouraged women to acquire as much of their
necessities as possible from within the territory

his admonitions

specifically included

spun7
producing home spund
spun cloth in an act of faithfulness many women began to raise silk

worms mary roberts recalled their own familys
familys efforts at home spun

she and her

sisters had a pet sheep once they sheared this sheep washed and dyed the wool spun

thread wove it into cloth and then made themselves dresses each sewing her own dress
by hand as they had no sewing machine they were very proud of those dresses and got
many compliments on them

96

although there were many success stories of women

producing silk and other cloth maureen ursenbach beecher believed that in general
these efforts were never very successful most utah women continued to purchase their
cloth

97

deahl
deanlL may three frontiers
95

185

jensen promise to the land 259 see also mary neth preserving the family

farm 3
96mary
mary

coray roberts memoirs told to daphne hartle jennie noel weeks

BBLL
papers HBLL
97

97beecher
beecher womens work on the mormon frontier

utah historical quarterly

91

joan jensen supports Be
beechers
becchers
echers conclusion stating by the 1870s the price of
yardage had dropped so low that store bought calico had begun to replace homespun
everywhere even in the remote areas of the southwest

she continued however

with the important exception that manufactured rugs had not yet captured the national
market and surplus from local markets filled the void mormon women wove large
quantities of rugs for sale in the 1880s

98

marthas children were probably all too aware

that producing rugs at home was profitable her daughter hattie wrote has not this
been an interesting week school and carpet carpet and school till 1I get so out of patience I1
can hardly endure the sight

of you

99

several weeks were spent by martha her daughter

in law mary nellie and even occasionally george working on carpet rags or weaving
inlaw

carpet

100

childrearing

the coray children were not always working however there is actually a great
difference between the early memories of their children which were most likely connected

to their time in tooele
thoele or their first year in provo and the later years in provo by the time

marthas and howards older children kept diaries of their own court and marry the

49 3 summer 1981 284
285 leonard arrington
arlington held a very different interpretation of
284285
womens efforts believing them to be quite significant in the economic role of pioneer
women western humanities review 9 1955 147
150
147150

9jensen
ajensen
jensen promise to the land 191
192
191192
harriet virginia coray diary 30 january 1864 LDS church archives
100
loo
10omartha
loomartha

13 december 1873 28 december
mantha
Martha coray diary 4 august 1873b13
1873b
1876b1 may 1877 passim

92
conrays lifestyle had a decidedly middle class appearance it should be no surprise that
corays

their middle class lifestyle was coincident with greater prosperity and howards
howard s physical
removal from the home for his work it was during her time in provo that martha shared

the greatest commonalities with
domesticity

true womanhood notions of motherhood

and

it is also evident however that these ideals were taken to utah by martha

for even as the family fought off poverty in tooele
thoele martha was a good republican mother
loi
and
in
honesty
children
industry
values of
instilling her
martha wanted the best for her
01O
01

children and had high expectations of their behavior

according to her husband martha raised her children to be strictly honest at all
times

a lesson her son howard never forgot howard was the oldest child and took

upon himself the role of protector for the other children

he was always trying to plan

some fun treat for his siblings particularly during periods of hardship while playing with
a neighbor boy one day howard noticed that his family was raising a nice crop of
melons howard offered to trade his pocketknife for one of the melons
watermelons
water

was made and howard left with the melon

the deal

he decided to surprise his sisters so he

crept

along behind screening brush wood and hid his melon in the water of an irrigation ditch

where it would keep cool until ready for the surprise

the boys father happened to see

howard sneaking along the water and promptly reported what he saw to martha she
called howard in to listen to the accusation of theft after which she heard

howards

asked
the man to call his son over to hear what he had to say
ask
version she then askedthe
edthe

the

pocket knife was produced and howard was exonerated marthas husband recalled that
aryans
oryans
OR
ryans
yans list

of important traits lists honesty industry frugality temperance and

igi
161
self control cradle 161.

93

this man was abashed and did not meet the mothers irate eyes as she quietly remarked
you should be more careful about jumping at conclusions especially when a boys honor
02
102
stake102
is at stake

the moral education of children was a mothers most important role A few
noticeable differences existed between utah and eastern families however the most
prominent were theologically based northeastern women were taught that their piety
made them the natural spiritual guardians of the home and therefore the most qualified to

teach their children morality

103
03

in utah however mormon men held the priesthood and

were thus the spiritual leaders of the home these men were encouraged to teach their
families in their home sharing the responsibility with their wives howard coray was an

ordained elder and an experienced missionary As such he was well qualified to instruct
his children on matters of morality and doctrine

there are several excerpts in marthas

diary that tell of the childrens attending meetings with howard martha was often sick

and could not always accompany them
thern

104
04

howard like so many mormon men was more

apt to attend meetings than his protestant counterparts

martha sought to instill gentility in her children beyond their moral character and
protected them from influences that she didnt approve of mary roberts remembered
hanging on the fence that was around their home watching the children playing in the

street and wishing she could get out and join them for her mother kept her children very

02edna
eedna
iedna coray dyer incidents about martha coray related by grandfather
ledna

howard coray

11

see discussion in chapter one
isee
103

104martha
mantha
martha
104

45 46
4546

coray diary and financial accounts 16 march 1856

94

much to themselves

her daughter daphne later concluded that this careful isolation

was successful she wrote

BYU

since her mother was on the first board of directors of the

and since the family was only allowed to associate with children

of the best

families it is not surprising that marys natural talents were encouraged and developed to

a high degree

O
0 105

this memory indicates a class consciousness

with the ideals of domesticity

in martha that resonates

her role as a mother was to prepare her children for

advantageous matches where their social position could be maintained

log
106
06

martha also spent a great deal of energy educating her children again she could
not have fulfilled the prescriptive literatures directives with more exactness As the
familys move to middle class ideals the
productive roles of children decreased with the familys

mother as educator took on an increasingly important role

107

but martha was more

qualified than most middle class mothers to supervise her childrens education since she

herself taught school

an important

difference existed between the coray family

however and the middle class families described by ryan in oneida county education
was reserved mainly for the boys indeed ryan discovered that middle aged middle class
women and occasionally their single adult daughters sought employment in order to help

support a son or brother at school thus the family focus was to secure the sons financial

0

mary coray roberts memoirs told to daphne hartle

Ryan
iyan
lyan
06

cott
cout
107

cradle 180

bonds of womanhood 87 when the children were young education7
generally referred to the formation of their character women were also expected to
perform some teaching of skills but it was also generally acknowledged that boys would
have to receive formal schooling in order to prepare them toente
to enterr into the white collar
boente
171
work force ryan cradle 162
162171.
162171

95

future through education

log
108

the coray family

however bestowed education more

equally among the sexes the census records confirm that all of marthas children attended
hives
fives
ilves
school at some time in their lives

109
09

although many of marthas children did not spend long periods of time in
school

george was the exception attending comell
cornell university their educational

progress was carefully noted in her journal she recorded several different evenings where
she and her family read or studied she wrote donny has read over 4 pages and spelled

some

donny read 6 pages and finished his book

110
ilo
iio
will and sid began to study got 5 parts of speech
but perhaps the journal

school

entry

george frank and lou started to

all are studying very hard at arithmetic every leisure hour is the most telling

ili
statement iii

111

home steading in
these diary entries were written when the coray family was homesteading

prove
mona thus they had lost much of the middle class leisure that howards provo
employment had allowed for the children

had actually regressed in their pursuit of
they hadactually

middle class status howard and martha once again worked side by side with their
frd acquisition of land consequently education
children to ensure the familys
fid
rid
familys success
successfid
successful

became more of a luxury the coray family now studied when they were at leisure to

even with marthas unusual dedication to education most of
her references to reading
other
and studying in the 1870s are prefaced with something similar to deep snow fell all
Os

73
kyan cradle 171
17173

United states census records utah
united
09

OM
CM
omartha
cmartha
antha
clartha
artha

1850 1880 passim
18501880

coray diary 7715
15 january 1875 passim

martha coray diary 6 december 1873

96
112
3112
day 5112

the fact that studying occurred almost exclusively during times when the family

was forced to stay indoors by the weather demonstrates that education was still
considered second in importance to daily chores and survival

although a tension existed between the demands of daily living and her educational
childrens
ideals martha continued to improve her own mind as well as nurturing her children

wellie and george came from the city and brought my books
interests she wrote nellie

walter scott and herodotus
classes

13
113

martha also attended singing school and theological

but a prescribed domestic ideology could not have been the sole impetus for her

own studies rather her desire to continue learning reflected the values taught by brigham

young and other latter day saint leaders brigham young said we should seek
substantial information

we should get wisdom by reading and by study we should

introduce the best books into our schools for the education and improvement of our
114
714
conrays did not always enjoy the benefits of middle class
even though the corays
children 314

financial security their children also demonstrated a commitment to the ideal

of education

three of martha and howards children married prominent utah educators and one
george became a professor at the university ofutah 115 her daughter martha jane
coray lewis was lauded for her literary achievements having written a great deal

she

21bid 16 january 1875
21bid
bibid
iibid
113

ibid 9 january 1875

114

ggs
JD 9369 A further discussion of education in utah is found in chapter 3 pgs

115

hattie married wilson howard dusenberry and both martha jane and eppie
married theodore beldon lewis for more information on these men see chapter 1I
footnote 89

97
also assisted her husband theodore B lewis with his work as an educator

116

in provo however howards relative financial success allowed for some playtime
non productive childhoods were clearly part of the middle class
for his children such nonproductive
dream but mothers were expected to use them to prepare their children for their future
roles when mothers in oneida county asked about toys for their children they were told

to give their sons hammers and hatchets
dolls and other toys for the mimicry

while daughters were to receive dressing

of housekeeping

117
17

this directive is reflected in mary coray robertss memoirs mary remembered
playing outside during the first warm
warin days

of spring gathering her playthings and

spending all the day long in placing and and sic arranging them to suit my childish
fancy

she also remembered her bitter disappointment when after going to bed tired

but oh so delighted with her playthings only to awake in the morning

and perhaps find

her precious store scattered over the yard by a cruel wind and wet with rain that had
fallen during the night

she would tearfully collect whatever she could find covered

with mud and she thought entirely ruined

mary remembered how devastating such

losses felt as a child writing 1I suppose 1I could not have felt worse if a fortune 1I had lost

but playtime didnt always have to imitate future roles mary fondly remembered the end
father would let the children make candy of the
of the molasses production each year her fether
last batch and have a candy pull

113
118

ilg116poulter
116

Poulter A spiritual life 366367
coulter
366 367
ryan cradle

161

amary
mary coray roberts memoirs told to daphne hartle
imary
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As the children grew older there was sleigh riding or skating in the winter

119

there were many walks and horse rides but also more unusual activities such as attending
a show of pictures across the continent a horse race or the circus

120
20

during their time

in provo howard and his sisters also spent several evenings playing games with their
cousins the dusenberrys over the years they made a croquet ground played euchre old
sledge and checkers but the favorite game appeared to be chess

121
12

howard knowlton

coray took the game over to his cousins one evening wilson was quite taken with the
new game noting the successful completion of his 1 I lesson in the intricate game

A

few days later he wrote my 1iIia1 attempt at chess it is a delightful game howard spent

the day in telling me how to move wilson declared
1I

game ever saw

this chess is the most interesting

122

other favorite activities were going to parties and balls mary and her sisters
always looked forward to the three wonderful occasions of the year the fourth of july

the twenty fourth of july and christmas when they were allowed to attend the ball much

of
sons courtship particularly the misunderstandings revolved around
wilsons
ofhattie
vilsons
hattie and Wil
hattle
these dances

in january 1867 wilson invited hattie to a ball however her father told her she
could not go wilson decided to attend on his own and fiddle when he received a note
from hattie stating that her pa was only teasing her and that she accepted the invitation
19
19martha
18 january 1875 passim
martha coray diary 22
mantha
2218
201ibid
201bid
bid
12

1I

march 1876 17 september 1875 16 april 1878

mantha
martha coray diary
Manha

3

august 1876
23 may 1877
187623

22
mwilson
10- 17 march 1867
Wilson howard dusenberry diary
diary10

99

wilson commented in his diary that uncle is common to such things

32123
123

whether or not howard coray was truly teasing his daughter could be debated

ever the protective parents he and martha did not approve of the relationship between
wilson dusenberry and hattie there was at least one earlier occasion when hattie was
not allowed to accept an invitation from her cousin she wrote cousin wilson gave me

pa said he was not willing for me to go his reasons were

a kind invitation to a party

good so 1I submitted to better judgment and staid at home although the natural inclination
would have been to go

and although wilson told hattie he was going to be baptized in

e

th 124
may he did not accompany hattie to any more balls until july a4th

the following

evening he took a walk with hattie and the two must have discussed her parents feelings

about their relationship
1I

courage

he recorded in his diary aunt says that 1I have no moral

always thought differently

125

martha and howards concern regarding

sons cautious
and hau
wilson andhatties
wilsons
vilsons
Hat
hatties
batties
ules
ties budding romance might have stemmed from Wil
decision to be baptized

126

just as it was important for middle class families to ensure

their childrens marriage partners could maintain their class status mormon parents also

23

23ibid
ibid 24 january 1864
124

harriet virginia coray diary 17 may 1863 wilson howard dusenberry
2366
heritage
diary 4 july 1863 in our pioneer Heri
tagel kate B carter ed I1 1957 23
heti
beti
25

25wilson
wilson dusenberry diary 5 july 1863

our pioneer heritage 236

ithe dusenberry family had a conflicted view of the church

bla Wil
hla
fla
Auri
aurilla
sons
wilsons
aurl
vilsons
conrays sister joined the church but her husband remained
mother and howard corays
antagonistic towards it the sons were careful about their choice of religion and were
eventually baptized in 1864 wilson however had been critical of brigham young and of
some sermons delivered by apostles which might have left howard and martha wary of his
ernest L wilkinson and W cleon skousen brigham young A school
commitment see emest
39
destiny provo utah brigham young university press 1976 31
3139
of ofdesfiny

100

wished for their children to marry a faithful member of their church

this desired family structure came from a belief held by both protestant groups
and

the church of jesus christ of latter

day saints that emphasized family unity by

dic
fic covenant
borrowing the patriarchal order of the old testament in the abrahamic
Abrahan

127

once eastern protestant groups adopted this attitude they focused on maintaining family
unity within their church without losing any family members to the various competing
religions joining the mormon church however often had the opposite effect mormon

theology frequently aroused volatile reactions from family members of other faiths which

cormons
rifts in family relationships furthermore because mormons
sometimes created permanent drifts
gathered together family groups were often separated both ideologically and
geography
geographically
aily following baptism however the converted members of the LDS church
C ally
geographi

maintained strong family units within their religious community only marrying others who

were members of the LDS faith wilson dusenberrys untried membership in the church
might have made martha and howard wary of his interest in their daughter

wilson eventually won the approval of martha and howard and married hattie

through a variety of occupations wilson was able to provide adequately for his new bride
and the children that came to their family

128

but even as her children married or

otherwise struck out on their own martha continued to worry over them after receiving
sons horses had either died or broken their legs she wrote
news that her younger sonsy

aryan
127ryan
Ryan

iryan

127

cradle 68 see previous discussion of patriarchy and the abrahamic
covenant in chapter one 29
37
2937
128
121

121wilson
wilson howard dusenberry and his brother

i

warren were always involved in

education in provo wilson also ran a general store the post office and was a telegraph
clerk at various times

101

cannot suppress a feeling of deep regret not so much for horses
for 1I dont love horses affectionately but to think how will
win and don felt
tin at last greely
when he found his pride bess and then one after another till
must break his confounded legs 1I could go to their skeletons now and
beat their bones 1I am glad they have men
mell and keyser and hope the boys
meli
meil
will be able to keep horses enough with the little lame mare to ride if they
129
legs129
legs 29
want to what sort of place is that so likely to break all horses legs29
1I

sorry she cant
regarding howards wife mary she wrote tell your mary 1I am sony
have a garden but she will have 2 in one next year

0 130O

about her daughter mary and her

husband she wrote 1 I am always so happy to get those 3 words
glad too that they have found all they hoped for

131

we are all well 1I am

in another letter martha scolded

I

her children for not writing her she wrote 11I think you are very much to blame both you
and siddy for not writing me and telling me how you get along
me in such suspense

why would you keep

she told them if they are doing a lot they should write if they are

doing a little they should write

if you have the small pox and the mare are sick with the

Eppi
eppizootic
zootic still let me know for when 1I dont hear from you 1I cannot help in fearing the

worst

132
v132

parenting tactics were the area of greatest common ground between territorial

utah and eastern patterns of domestic life in both cases the mother was the nurturer and
the parents worked together to provide the best life possible for their children marthas

129

129martha
Martha

coray to howard knowlton coray provo 21 february 188
18811 coray

family papers HBLL

bibid
bid
iibid

1301
1301bid

131m
u tha
martha

coray to howard knowlton coray date unknown coray family

papers HBLL
132

132martha
imurtha
imartha
Martha

coray to howard knowlton coray mona 7 february 1879 coray
family papers HBLL
IMLL

102

diary contains a familiar maternal wish when upon her return from visiting two

of her

married polygamist daughters she wrote found the family very despondent

1I

left them

feeling why dear lord cannot a mother have power to help her children to the means of a
133
sicy133
livelihood SiCy
sic133
fivlihood
livlihood
sic
because mothers invested so much

hives
ilves in their children they
of their lives

often found themselves more closely connected with their children than with their
134

husbands

this was particularly true of polygamous

marriages if the husband were

often absent but traces of this can also be seen in marthas relationship with howard even

though the marriage was functionally monogamous on one occasion howard sent word
each day for three consecutive days that he would return home that day but he didnt

return until the fourth martha noted this in her journal without any apparent concern

yet when her adult children were a day late returning from a visit to other siblings she
wrote nellie and george did not come home and 1I shall wonder until they do and 1I learn
why they did not
136

children

131
135
135

hearn
other entries are similar my
heart aches 1I am lonely for my
beart
mybeart

george went home this morning god bless him and give him health good

nature patience wisdom and success
138

nearly sick over it

133

137

nellie and boys are talking of leaving and I1 am

we sat piously by the stove and wondered how the children were

martha coray diary 20 november 1873

134cott
acott
COtt bonds of womanhood 90

icott

134

wives yhan
than one

ryan cradle 158
60175 daynes more
15860175

5

13

mantha
22 may 1856 and 8 january 1875 respectively
1922
martha coray diary 19

136

martha coray diary 25 august 1875

bibid
Ibid 24 february
iibid
137
137ibid

bibid
iibid 4 march
1381
1381bid
bid

1876

1876
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in their various vexatious conditions till pa went to feed and I1 read job

139

on another

evening nellie left to go to her own house and martha wrote how 1I miss her presence
from the home

140

the implications of the abrahamic covenant also had other effects on LDS
society abrahams promise that he would have posterity as numerous as the sands of the
sea was used
to emphasize large family units both in monogamous and polygamous
usedto
uselto
marriages As the number of children per man was decreasing in oneida county it was
increasing in utah

141

martha had twelve children of whom one died as an infant while

elsewhere her middle class counterparts were averaging 36
3.6
36

142

conclusion
conrays words and the memoirs of
her husband and children indicate that
martha corays
other
she held many ideals in common with her northeastern sisters A good part of marthas
hife focused on instilling morality and gentility in her children although martha would not
fife
ilfe
life

have articulated her familial goals in the same terms as ryan she clearly strove to achieve
a middle class status for her children even though her financial situation did not always

warrant such a claim on society but beyond marthas
mantha s manners and morals were the
martha
pursuits of domesticity common to women of all classes that is the highly significant
acts of sewing washing clothes preparing meals preserving food and the other tedious

bid

1391ibid
1391bid

21 january 1877

bibid
iibid

19 november 1873

1401 bid
1401bid
141

see jessie L embry mormon polygamous families 33 ryan 1557
155 7 249

aryan
142ryan
RYan

iryan
142

cradle

156

104
fife
ilfe when
life
tife
and common events of everyday life these duties consumed even more other
of her hife

frontierswomen the majority of the domestic
her children were young and like other frontierswomen
duties fell to martha while the bulk of the heavy outdoor labor was done by howard

marthas life slipped back and forth between the worlds of a white collar clerk
hife more
fife
life
teacher or merchants wife and a farmers wife but this incongruity in marthas ilfe

mormons
in utah cormons
Mormons wealth
aptly demonstrates the complexities of life for women M
disappeared through repeated persecutions and moves and financial stability on the
frontier could be as much a matter of luck as industry martha lived under frontier
conditions forcing her to occasionally perform tasks that would be associated with the
familys survival was literally
male gender furthermore during years where the familys

questioned due to plagues famine or other conditions martha and the children assumed a
more pro active role in acquiring food and other goods through producing and selling
candles or scavenging for wild roots
conrays
the corays

acceptance of and complete adherence to latter day saint theology

also impacted their life their family structure was altered through polygamy howard

was involved in the religious instruction of the family to a larger degree than most of his

eastern male counterparts and martha enjoyed greater political economic and
occupational freedom than women in the eastern united states functionally however

the family unit was not extremely different mormon women still held to traditional gender
roles thus martha remained focused on her home and family but her ability to
i
caily was greatly enhanced by frontier conditions and theological
cally
contribute econonv
economically

beliefs that elevated women on both an ideological level and through practical necessity

the contradictions of mormonism did not create radically different social responsibilities

105
hives
cormons
ilves in utah and mormons
for men and women but they did alter womens domestic lives
Mor mons

interpretation of their assigned roles

CHAPTER THREE
GENTILE encroachment AND GENDER construction
THE MORMON VILLAGE
IN TTIE

the conclusion of the civil war initiated a period of great social change
throughout the united states states rights and the slavery question had consumed the
interests of congress during the greater part of the nineteenth century
movement also engaged the energy

of most activists resulting in the neglect of other

social issues such as comans
womans rights
indefinitely following the civil

the abolitionist

comans movement was not to be put off
but the womans

war womens rights activists asserted that it was now

their turn to be liberated from the gender oppression that existed in the united states and
the movement gained momentum from this time forward womens suffrage became the
focus of the movement which also advocated education establishment of political and
legal identity and greater occupational choice for women

the national movement was

largely unsuccessful in obtaining its goals during the nineteenth century yet women in

territorial utah such as martha jane knowlton coray who were generally considered
victims of male oppression were enjoying many of the privileges for which women
elsewhere were fighting

it is important to note however that public life was not always the domain of

latter day saint women although they claimed spiritual gifts from the earliest days of
the church and an organization of their own the relief society womens roles had
remained fairly traditional during the first twenty years of life in territorial utah

wasnt until the 1870s that mormon women began to awaken to their potential

it
1

ljili
laili
jill mulvay denn
Arling tons observation that 1867 marks
Arring
arlingtonn
arlingtons
deff agreed with leonard J arringtons
derr
the beginning of womens transition into public life in brigham young and the
awakening of mormon women in the 1870s in lion of the lord essays of the life
106

107

womens roles occurred simultaneously with several changes
ofwomens
this expansion of
taking place in utah congress was intensifying its attack upon plural marriage the
federal land office was finally opened in salt lake city forcing new settlement patterns

upon the saints the transcontinental railroad was completed in 1869 ending the saints
i
protestant
isolation and
churches sent missionaries
to utah to convert the saints to more
ssionaries
M

acceptable faiths each event was perceived as a potential threat to the kingdom which

brigham young and the saints had been working diligently to establish in the desert 2
anticipating the difficulties to come the school of the prophets was reorganized
in 1867 to respond to new needs

3

this group became

a confidential forum of leading

high priests who discussed religious doctrines economic policies and political

brigham young eds susan easton black and larry porter salt lake
and service of ofbrigham
city utah deseret book 1995 313
2james
ajames
and ed
ailen and glen M leonard the story of the latter day saints 2nd
allen
ames B alien
salt lake city deseret book company 1992 329 leonard J arrington great basin
1830 1900 cambridge
kingdom an economic history of the latter day saints 18301900
harvard university press 1958 reprinted salt lake city university of utah press co
published with the tanner trust fund 1993 244

3the
athe
he school of the prophets was originally organized in kirtland ohio joseph
smith received the revelation to begin the school december 27 1832 in which he was
learn and become acquainted with all good books and with
commanded to study and leam
15 the directive to hold
languages tongues and people doctrine and covenants 90
9015
the school in the temple once it was completed indicated that the school was to serve as
a spiritual preparation for missionaries as well as a temporal preparation the school of
the prophets established divisions for secular education as well as theology classes and
participants discussed current issues and signs of the times along with the doctrines of the
106
kingdom see alien
107 the
106107.
ailen and leonard the story of the latter day saints 106107
allen
school in utah however more closely resembled the council of fifty which had been
used as an important tool for shaping economic policy during the first decade in territorial
utah the principal school consisted of more than 900 adult male leaders while
approximately 5000 others belonged to branch schools and were led by the first
presidency and other general authorities these schools resembled town meetings of
leading high priests in which theology church government and problems of church and
community were discussed and appropriate action taken A sort of membership card was
required for entrance into the meetings and the subjects of the meetings were
confidential the school was disbanded in 1872 when the new economic programs had
245
been enacted arrington great basin kingdom 245.
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during the october general conference that year church leaders emphasized

problems

the perpetual emigrating fund the deseret alphabet and education womens learning
new skills mens improving their farms building the salt lake temple and settling
southern utah

4

minutes from their meetings also confirm that the priesthood brethren

were instructed on the proper procedures to be followed when applying for patents at the
land office

5

at this same conference it was announced that the 1867 reorganization of

the relief society was to further the saints economic independence and cultural
isolation

6

bives affected by these changes and responded to the
hives
fives
ilves
the coray family found their lives

call to arms martha jane knowlton coray who once spent her days combing childrens

hair cooking and cleaning found herself with extra time as her adult children began to

her daily chores she used that time in the battle to preserve the latter
assume many of
other
day saints independence once the utah legislature passed womens suffrage martha
became involved in local politics and voted in elections

7

As womens legal identity

increased in utah martha represented her family and others in legal matters receiving

see also
4alen
aalen and leonard the story of the latter day saints 338 seealsojournalof
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discourses hereafter cited as JD 26 vols london latter day saints book depot
175 179
148 175179
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12138148
asee
5see footnote 6 in lawrence B lee homesteading
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Ihistory of the church of jesus christ of latter day
school of the prophets journal estory
saints hereafter JH march 20 1869 april
24 1869 may 8 1869 in church
april24
historians office salt lake city minutes of the school of the prophets held in
parowan
carowan 1868
1872 may 29 1869 september 17 1870 typescript in utah state
18681872
university library logan
logon millennial star 30 1868 91
wjk october 8
6jk
6jh

women
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the economic role of pioneer
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ed bart
battie
battle
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1896 logan utah
ror
18701896
for the ballot essays on woman suffrage in utah 1870
battlefor
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payments for her efforts when the land office opened martha held property in her own

homesteaded
name and her daughter nellie homesteader
ed As the mormon communitys economic
homestead
isolation was threatened by the transcontinental railroad the coray family responded by

producing liniments oils and soap in an effort to preserve

utahs self sufficiency when

protestant schools and federal intervention threatened the mormons
cormons
Mor mons fusion of sacred and
secular learning martha was asked to participate in the founding of an academy

dedicated to the promotion of mormon educational ideals

womens roles have been expanded

in the united states during periods of crisis

8
great
wars
and
such as the
depression
the world
essentially the 1860s initiated a

period

of crisis for the latter day saints

jlii
cormons
As jill
all mulvay denn
ail
deff has noted the mormons
derr

adopted a warlike
war like mentality to protect their way of life
regard for sex

and the draft was to be without

9

conrays were willing foot soldiers in this religious battle martha in particular
the corays

expanded her occupations in response to community and family needs

her exceptional

accomplishments do not represent the average woman in territorial utah but they do

represent the political legal economic and educational opportunities given to women in

utah

federal intervention
cormons had been granted a temporary reprieve from
during the civil war the mormons
governmental intrusion although the morrill anti bigamy act was signed into law in
1862 by president abraham lincoln he indicated that he did not intend to expend any

effort enforcing the bill

he responded with a analogy from his childhood on the farm

joan
oan M jensen promise to the land essays on rural women albuquerque
press1991
iggi 14
1991
university of new mexico press
9derr
oderr
err brigham young and the awakening

322
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while clearing away timber on their farm his family occasionally came across a log that
was too hard to split too wet to bum and too heavy to move
around it

so they simply plowed

cormons
Mor mons he said you go
that became the essence of his policy toward the mormons

back and tell brigham young that if he will let me alone 1I will let him alone

10

Lincol
lincolns
ns good will toward the saints was uncommon among his republican
colleagues throughout the latter half of the 1860s several other bills designed to
eradicate polygamy were introduced in congress the cullom bill of 1870 came closest

to passing in addition to the constant threat of new laws being passed president ulysses
S

grant adopted a get tough policy towards the mormons
cormons during his term in office and

cormons had been
sent new federal appointees to utah to enforce the laws that the mormons
successfully avoiding
As the cullom bill was debated before congress the saints began a defensive

strategy at home which included increasing womens political and legal identity

congress had entertained the notion that perhaps if the women in utah were given the
right to vote they would take the lead in ending polygamy

no action was taken at the

national level but the utah legislature which held a much different opinion of what

mormon women would do with the vote passed a bill that gave women the right to vote
on february 12 1870

11

A newspaper in missouri noted the irony that

utahs social

loas
ioas
cormons
As quoted in george U hubbard abraham lincoln as seen by the mormons
Mormons
utah historical quarterly 31 spring 1963 103
fidge women ofmortnondom
see edward W Tul
tullidge
tui
ofmormondom
of Mormondom
new york tullidge and crandall 1877 498 the legislatures motive for granting
womens suffrage has been debated even tullidge is inconsistent with his opinion on
page 498 of women ofmormondom
of Mormondom he insisted that the vote was not given to women for
anti polygamy legislation yet in an earlier article written by
the purpose of combating antipolygamy
tullidge he accused brigham young of giving women the vote entirely for his own
political purposes in this same article tullidge expressed a disappointment that the
mormon women had continued to support polygamy but noted that womans
comans suffrage
could only ever be viewed as a good thing it should also be noted however that
bidge
Tul
fidge wrote this criticism of brigham young when he was a member of a schismatic
tullidge
tui
Godbeites that particularly opposed polygamy see edward wheelock
group named the godbeites

for a complete text of the bill

lii
ill
system polygamy seems to have been the lock and key by which women have at last
entered into the wider nobler sphere for which they have prayed and worked

12

thus

as

antl
polygamy crusades heated up at the national level during the 1870s mormon
the anti
antipolygamy

women found themselves with political identity
suffrage and womans
comans rights issues were met with mixed feelings by the women

of the LDS community although they were generally supported sarah M kimball was
enthusiastic about her new right and privilege she had waited patiently a long time
suffrage
rage she would openly declare herself a
and now that they were granted the right of suffi

womans
comans rights woman and called upon those who would do so to back her up
whereupon many manifested their approval
hesitant when she said

13

mrs MT smoot was a little more

womans
comans
mans rights have been spoken of 1I have never had any
Wo

desire for more rights than 1I have 1I have not considered politics aside from the sphere of

woman but as things progress 1I feel it is right that we should vote though the path may
be fraught with difficulty

14

some women were concerned that womans
comans rights did not

coincide with latter day saint doctrine and had waited patiently for brigham

youngs

approval to move forward with their political goals mrs wilmarth east said 1I desire to

be on the safe side and sustain those above us but 1I cannot agree with sister smoot in

tullidge william H hooper the utah delegate and female suffrage advocate the
1870
328 333 bormore
more
phrenological journal and life illustrated5
328333
1870328
formore
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l870328
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leaor
lefor
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carol cornwall madsen sisters at the bar utah women in law utah
historical quarterly 61 summer 1993 219
13

Mormondom 502
tullidge women of
ofmormondom

14

ibid 504

112

regard to womans
comans rights 1I have never felt that woman had her privileges I1 always
wanted a voice in the politics of the nation as well as to rear a family

15

even before women
womens s suffrage passed the territorial legislature utah women
1870 to protest the united states governments intrusion into
organized on january 13
131870
bives
hives
lives through anti
ilves
their religious fives
polygamy legislation
antipolygamy

of particular note are the twin

themes of absolute adherence to the LDS church and its religious tenets and the

abhorrence at being termed victims of their religion when eliza R snow spoke to the
crowd of approximately six thousand women she particularly emphasized that she chose

to believe in the restored gospel and follow the priesthood leadership she also forcefully
asserted that she had a right for her feelings and those of other women to be known to the
world

our enemies pretend that

in utah woman is held in a state

of vassalage

that she does not act from choice but by coercion that we would even
prefer life elsewhere were it possible for us to make our escape what
were we the stupid degraded heartbroken beings that we
wereve
nonsense
dereve
have been represented silence might better become us but as women of
god women filling high and responsible positions performing sacred
duties women who stand not as dictators but as counselors to their
husbands and who in the purest noblest sense of refined womanhood are
truly their help
helpmates
mates we not only speak because we have the right but
16
should
humanity
demand that we
justice and
gaining the vote was the beginning of a period of increased awareness of

womens rights issues in utah whether obtaining political power initiated was a
consequence of or merely coincided with this awakening cannot be determined but the
change in acceptable occupations for women is unmistakable those advocating

education for women and other changes in a gender stratified world voiced their opinions

comans exponent a newspaper owned and operated by women from 1872
through the womans
ibid

lid
iid
61bid

390 392
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to 1914 judith rasmussen dushku noted the clear feminist voice in the exponent when
she wrote

the exponent exemplified the three defining qualities of feminism in any

age a desire to encourage women to speak for and to women a sense of injustice and
inequality of opportunity and conviction of the absolute equality

17
47
of the sexes

in

1877 editor emmeline B wells wrote in the exponent woman feels her servitude her

degradation and she is determined to assert her rights

18

but the paper was also careful

to promote family values and warned against the dangerous excesses in the womans
comans
movement citing attacks upon the family circle filial love parental care and fraternal

care
care as examples of undesirable and radical thought other articles continued to extol
card
the virtues of motherhood and the importance of giving domestic duties their proper
attention

19

martha coray shared these womens interest in maintaining her rights both as a
mormon and as a woman she supported the Er
exponent
erponent
ponent through a personal subscription
and was the newspapers representative for the nephimona
NephiMona area soliciting other

subscriptions martha also contributed to the exponent although her articles had little to
do with specifically female topics

20

martha was aware of female politics however as is

17

judith rasmussen dushku feminists in mormon sisters women in early
utah ed claudia bushman new ed with a foreword by anne firor scott cambridge
1811
emmeline press 1976 logan utah utah state university press 1997 18
18

18emmeline
emmeline B wells editorial

domans exponent 6

1

july 1877

20

19

womans
exponent
can the comans
ponent see shannon carr
for further reading on the Er
comans duality 490 senior seminar paper brigham young
exponent A voice for womans
university march 1997 in authors possession sherilyn cox bennion equal to the
occasion women editors of the nineteenth century west reno university of nevada
press 1990
20two
comans exponent have been found that can be confidently
two articles in the womans
attributed to martha coray the first entitled matter and spirit emphasized the
natural laws that control the matter on this earth martha extended that known scientific
fact to man as well stating that god also placed laws that guide mans existence that
cannot be changed thus man can only be saved by living in obedience to laws that god
has given him in the second article entitled education and occupation martha
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demonstrated by a diary entry in which she states

sent article to cincinati sic

comans rights and offering to write for their paper
commercial on womans
performed her civic duty regarding elections

on february 9

21

she also

1874 she voted in the city

election A few years later she recorded getting 170
HO election and 500 hand bills
again a few months later

all went to election

and

22

i
political voice and legal rights were both essential to preserm
preservingg the rights of the
presern

cormons
Mormons
latter day saints prior to the mormons

arrival in utah they had been forced from their

homes on four occasions although they had sought legal recourse in response to the

persecution they had endured they were given little aid or justice joseph smith and
other followers had been unlawfully imprisoned as well such experiences made

cormons suspicious of lawyers and courts
brigham young and other mormons

two specific

cormons in the
actions were taken in utah in order to protect the mormons

judicial process first probate courts where judges were elected by the mormon people

were given greater jurisdiction

23

irr
iri
lri
in order to protect themselves from attorneys
second irrorder

a statute was passed in territorial utah in 1852 regulating attorneys that entitled anyone
man or woman to represent himseffor
himself or herself in court emphasis added

utah citizens

were also given the option of choosing anyone of good moral character to represent
them

24

the language of this law

specifically the use

of the female pronoun

advocated providing the education skills and opportunities necessary to the healthy but
indigent members of society so that they could enjoy the privilege of working for what
they consume she believed that this would increase their morale and rid the community
womans
of many unnecessary problems see M 1I coray and MJC in the comans
domans exponent
5102 and 9106 respectively
21

21martha
martha coray diary 17 january 1878 coray family papers harold B

provo hereafter HBLL
library brigham young university prove
22

ibid 9 february
ibid9

23

see my discussion of the utah court system in chapter one 17
18
1718

lee

1874 5 august 1876 and 7 november 1876 respectively

24an
an act for the regulation of attorney section 1 february 18 1852 18511852
1851 1852
laws of utah 5 5 as discussed in madsen sisters at the bar 217
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significantly improved womens ability to participate in utahs legal profession women
25
in
enjoyed an elevated legal status utah that was rare for the nineteenth century

following the civil war women were just beginning to officially enter the legal
profession but obstacle after obstacle prevented them from being included in the
profession

26

the first woman was admitted to a state bar in 1869

swore in arabella mansfield A year later

when an iowa judge

ada kepley became the first woman to

graduate from a law school the union college of law now northwestern but she was
not allowed to use her degree A 1923 letter to the editor of the american bar

association journal stated in no profession have women had more prejudice to
overcome than in the greatest of all the learned professions the law

27

in utah

however the legal identity and political voice came more easily than for women
elsewhere under brigham

youngs watchful eye women were allowed and sometimes

encouraged to enter into a wide range of occupations including the three learned
professions

of law medicine and higher education women throughout the united

states and her territories were engaging in these learned occupations frequently in larger
numbers than utah women

the difference however

lies in the mormon leaderships

willingness to encourage women to enter nontraditional
non traditional fields 28
is acknowledged by historians and women attorneys that western attitudes
were generally more liberal towards women lawyers than attitudes held by easterners
kelly D weisberg barred from the bar women and legal education in the united
states 1870
1890 journal of
98 501
18701890
oflegal education 28 1977 497
49798
501 madsen
sisters at the bar 215.
215
211t
it

legai
legal

1869
rior to 18692
bior
dior

many women had previously worked with their husbands or
fathers in legal practices either as clerks or researchers but none had obtained a license to
practice on their own see madsen sisters at the bar 212
27

27letters
letters of interest to the profession woman attorneys american bar
1923 62
association journal 9 january 1923
women held a variety ofjobs
2women
of jobs in the west many domestic in nature which were
seen as an extension of traditional gender roles many women who helped with the
family business were unpaid laborers and their occupations were overlooked by census
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the first women were admitted to the utah bar in 1872 according to the minutes
un
taken in court that day their induction was not a struggle nor were they unwelcomed
welcomed by
their associates starkly contrasting with the experiences of other women during this time
period trying to gain admittance to the bar

the court recorder wrote the details of the

event with chief justice james B mckean presiding and governor george L woods in
attendance after phoebe W couzins presentation to the court by the governor the
court replied

it has been said by a learned writer that law is the refinement of reasoning
perhaps it is natural to infer that those who have the most refinement
ought to be very clear perhaps intuitive reasoners
reason ers certainly no
seasoners
gentleman of this bar would deny that in social life womans
comans influence is
refining and elevating may we not hope that the honorable profession of
the law may be made even more honorable by the admission of the women
to the bar it strikes us as a novelty gentlemen but everything in the line
of progress is at some time or other a novelty 1I very cheerfully admit
miss couzins to this bar and gentlemen 1I present to you our sister at the
7729
29
bar
immediately following the admission

of phoebe W couzins a motion was made for

miss georgie snow to be admitted to the bar also after the necessary examination was
30
snow
made miss
sworn in as an attorney
was also swom

takers school teacher and prostitute were also common female occupations in the west
see glenda riley A place to grow women in the american west arlington heights
111.
111
iii harlan davidson inc 1992 164
lii
ili
176 michael bargo womens occupations in
164176
the west in 1870 journal of the west 32 no 3 1993 30
45
3045
29kate
ate B carter ed

pioneer heritage 16 1973

comeri admitted to the utah bar our
the year of 1872 womeri

of course

it should not be assumed that judge mckean
represented the feelings of all men in utah particularly since he wasnt mormon

26

bid 27 miss snow was the daughter of the attorney general of the territory

301
301bid
ibid

of utah during this time and had learned the law from him in the courts enthusiasm to
admit another woman to the bar they almost ignored the required examination judge
mckean however reminded them of the necessity stating some young incompetent
gentleman might apply here and plead that as a precedent in his case and so place the
court in the embarrassing position of appearing to have one rule for one sex and another
rule for the other sex ibid 27.
27 georgie snow was probably helping her father with
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kelly weisberg discussed several reasons why women encountered difficulty
entering the legal profession

the most common obstacle women faced was a legal

interpretation that nouns and pronouns such as man mankind he him and himself were
indeed specifically male and not universal they therefore restricted women from

accessing common law on their own while these obstacles hampered progress in many
states and precluded belva ann lockwood from pleading a case before the supreme

court they did not cause the same difficulties in utah
As the 1852

31

utah statute indicates regulations regarding legal representation in

anyone
permitted an
yone who did not have
utah were much more fluid than elsewhere this permittedan
admittance to the bar to represent himself or herself and others in court martha jane

knowlton coray took advantage of the language used in the statute her diaries and
other personal records indicate a knowledge of the law and an active participation in legal
pursuits A letter to brigham young discussed the possibility of acquiring patent rights
for a specialized method of producing salt

32

martha also wrote to a firm in new york to

33
and
liniments
oils
some
of her homemade
see about patenting
she was assigned to the
other

by laws as part of her appointment to the board of trustees at
committee on rules and bylaws

brigham young academy she recorded on the 16 and 18 march 1876 11I saw wilson
about school law

and bp smoot kindly sent me the law for schools

in addition to

his law practice at least as far back as 1864 as indicated by hattie marthas daughter
the court set sic today georgie snow did not come with her father we expected she
would harriet virginia coray diary 5 march 1864 LDS church archives
31

julia davis belva ann lockwood remover of mountains american bar
association journal 65 june 1979 927 women lawyers found less discrimination in
general in the west see madsen sisters at the bar 215 and weisberg barred from
the bar 498
32

32martha
1876 coray family papers
mantha
martha coray to brigham young january 16
161876

BBLL
HBLL
33

martha coray diary june 17 1876 june 20 1876
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these interactions with the law martha also held power of attorney for others and went to

court on their behalf

one particular court case that occupied a significant portion other
of her time was
recorded by martha while the details of the case are unclear martha wrote enough to
help form an understanding

of both the case and her knowledge of the law in the spring

of 1873 martha prepared for a trip to provo and wrote of
her intention to visit a mrs
other
gordey while there
gorley

aj
34

she and her husband ran a few other errands while they were in

town but the main order of
otbusiness
ot
business for martha appeared to be meeting with mrs

gorley since martha and howard had lived in provo about fifteen years prior to their
1872 move to mona there is every reason to assume that mrs gorley
gordey and martha had a

gordey was aware ofmarthas interests and abilities in
prior acquaintance and that mrs gorley
gordey for her
the law before coming home from provo martha contracted with mrs gorley
services 35 martha wrote in her diary a few days later 1I here make this minute that I1
gordey case and if 1I find it adviseable
advise able try for a new
agreed to look into the gorley

have

action on mrs G
Gss dowery and samuel ferriss claims in chicago

36

although it is not

gorde
Gorie
immediately obvious that mrs godie
Gorleys
gorieys
gorleys
ys interests are connected with those of samuel

ferris it quickly becomes almost certain that they are
mrs gorley
gordey and several members of the ferris family appeared to be settling an
estate that involved both property and dependents

two boys george and jim james

seemed to be at the center of the controversy the land issue appeared to be settled with
less conflict in the course of the settlement martha went to the courthouse several
34mrs Gor
gorleys
goriey
coriey
leyss name was not spelled with any consistency by martha in the
diary it also appeared as gorly and gourly 1I have chosen to use gorley throughout this

paper
35

35martha
mantha
26 april 1873 the fact that martha
martha coray diary 23 april 1873 and 26april
gordey also affirms womens legal identity in territorial utah
contracted with mrs gorley

bid 28 april

361
361bid
ibid

1873
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times

on one trip she found record of 40 acres of property that was most likely located

in utah

37

but there was also reservoir property to be dispersed in springfield

sangamon illinois which was held in common among all the recipients of the estate

martha wrote to the water commissioner in springfield and to the sangamon county
leys and Fer
rises claims in springfield her letters
court in order to reaffirm the Gor
gorleys
ferrises

were acknowledged by the water secretary although their contents are unknown

38

among the family members however martha was able to negotiate a price that would
satisfy them

130 per individual for the reservoir land

39

the diary ends with the sale

of the reservoir land still unresolved

the dependency case

however was settled in 1874 and involved at least two

dependents it appears that the bishop of the ward was intended to be the guardian of one

of the children george but he later denied that responsibility mrs gorley refused to
choose a guardian for the second dependent jim so the matter went to court 40 martha
tim gorly and mother 126 day 1I was in court from 2 till 4
wrote 1I was in court with jim

pm both ma and were disappointed
1I

thomas ferms
corlys guardian
ferris is jim gorlys
ferns

41

following the settlement of jims guardianship martha was responsible for dispersing
money to the various parties several payments were made to the parties ranging from as

233.50
little as five or ten dollars to 23350
23350

42

37ibid16mayl873
16 may 1873

371
371bid
bid

3ibid
bibid
ibid 23 january 1878
187822 march 1878 and 19 may 1878 it should also be
carry on this correspondence as a woman when illinois was
noted that martha was able to cany
not allowing women in the courtroom perhaps she avoided this issue by signing her
name M J coray
391
39jbid
391bid
bid 2 january 1875
40

ibid 13 september 1873 and 22 february 1874

18 april 1874
bibid
4ibid
ibid 17
1718
42

ibid 20 august 1874 29 july 1875 passim 6 may 1876 and 23 october 1877
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during the course of the litigation mrs gorley several times sent martha papers
which martha then forwarded to william H hooper why martha did this is uncertain

william H hooper was her brother in law having married marthas younger sister

mary hooper rose to prominence and wealth relatively quickly after arriving in utah
owning much land around a town that was la
later
ter named after him

he had a ranch there

and appears to have also had connections with the large ranching industry that marthas

and marys brothers ran in skull valley hooper became
and fought for female suffrage in utah in the early 1870s

utahs delegate to congress
his business interests

continued to grow throughout this time and marthas journal indicated a frequent

Gorleys legal queries it could be
correspondence regarding his business as well as mrs gorleys
that william hooper and martha coray had a mutually beneficial arrangement in which

martha looked after his interests in the southern part of the territory and he gave

marthas concerns the weight of a powerful male figure when needed such an
arrangement would not be surprising many women lawyers used family connections to
aid them in their practice

of the law certainly women still faced a disadvantage when

dealing with business or legal matters that extended beyond their home 43

yet the fact that martha sent mrs gorleys
Gorleys legal papers to captain hooper raises
questions regarding her exact participation in the law it is not clear that martha actually

represented mrs gorley in the courtroom even though she wrote of attending court with

mrs gorley on a few occasions it is possible that men were used for the formal
hearings martha also wrote

of sending papers to judge wilson and attorney wilson

feri

ferriss case and even wrote once that she told
most likely the same individual in the ferdis
femi
wilson to by no means to incur expense on ferris case and asked him to hurry gorlys
corlys
sic matters to a settlement

43

leaving it open to debate what the responsibilities

weisberg barred from the bar 496

of each

121

44
the
settlement
gordey
relative
estate
martha did hold power of attorney
were
to the
of gorley

for mrs gorley perhaps she merely acted in her behalf having more knowledge of the
law than mrs gorley but not actually representing her in court in the only case that

martha discussed in her journal where court records were to be found martha was not
listed as the defense attorney in the case even though sources outside her journal clearly

state that martha was chosen to research the parties claims and that she received
compensation for her time

45

abie with
comfortable
comf
this could indicate that martha felt more camf
0rt able

paralegal than attorney performing research but not arguing the case before a
the role of paralegal

judge or perhaps each family member had his or her own representative and judge

wilson mediated the matter

46

whatever the arrangements martha did receive a payment

from mrs gorley thus demonstrating that her services were considered beneficial by

mrs gorley 47
although there is no evidence that martha ever obtained formal training in the
field of law such participation without a degree from a university is also typical of

utahs territorial period and of the united states generally those who wished to become
lawyers were encouraged to stay in utah and study in a local office instead

of traveling

east for their education thus marthas court appearances without any indication of
formal training are not unusual for her time period

44t1
441
441bid
ibid
bid
45

48

10 november 1873

the case referred to here is a lawsuit between the mona irrigation district and

the goshen irrigation district concerning water claims this suit will be discussed in
detail later in the chapter

bost

46most
4ost women in the united states who were admitted to the bar we
re relegated
were
to office work and rarely appeared in the courtroom weisberg barred from the bar

496
47
47martha

mantha
martha coray diary
48

48weisberg
weisberg

15 september 1873

barred from the bar 28 and madsen sisters at the bar 214
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whether marthas forays into the field of law were formal or informal they
clearly existed and were even passed on to her daughter mary

marthas granddaughter

daphne roberts went to provo following her mothers death speaking with old timers
who knew martha and howard coray one woman told daphne that mary was as good
a lawyer as a teacher and that many men went to get her to help them write legal papers

the confused granddaughter sought clarification asking the woman if she didnt mean
marys mother martha coray the woman answered tersely 1I know who 1I mean it
was that pretty black eyed girl mary

49

in the end the national perception that mormon women were oppressed and
downtrodden along with the federal governments intention to liberate them through
legislation that threatened their religious rights unintentionally forced womans
comans issues to
polygamy legislation
antipolygamy
the forefront of mormon consciousness it cannot be said that anti

introduced the idea of promoting womans
comans rights into the territory certainly there were
women in utah interested in these issues regardless

of their religious affiliation or

political circumstances likewise it cannot be said that brigham young promoted

comans
womans rights because he was a staunch believer in comans
womans equality with man he
promoted whatever was expedient to accomplishing his goals but the national attention

cormons to sense the necessity
did cause mormons

of presenting a picture of strong women

through such demonstrations as the great indignation meeting and it did affect the utah

legislatures decision to give women the vote it also fostered a desire among the
mormons
cormons to protect themselves against outside intrusion giving women a legal identity
that led to an early acceptance of female attorneys as well as an acceptance of greater
occupational choice for women

daphne
Daphne R hartle
49

jennie N weeks and margaret watkins roberts family
connecticut to california salt lake city published privately 1965 64
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the land office

the opening of the salt lake city land office in

1869 also significantly impacted

cormons
Mor mons including the coray family was a typically
Home steading for the mormons
utah life homesteading
communal mormon effort particularly during the 1850s and gos

robert A sauder has

noted unity homogeneity joint action and group planning all stamped the mormon
frontier as unique in contrast to the random scattered and rather chaotic frontier found
elsewhere in the west

50

for twenty years the latter

day saints had implemented their

own pattern of settlement typically consisting of a small community of farmers who

cormons had established a regulated
commuted to outlying farms but although the mormons
method among themselves for obtaining land in utah their land had not been obtained
according to the legal requirements set forth by the federal government although the

mormons
cormons petitioned several times for a federal surveyor to come to utah and begin the
process of granting land titles the federal government did not wish to engage the native

americans in another battle over land rights at that time nor did they wish to allow the
mormons
cormons to claim all the land in utah 51 furthermore in 1860 surveyor general S C
stambaugh recommended that federal surveying in utah stop and that the government
wait to establish a land office in utah specifically until a different policy may be devised

nobern
nobert
robert
robert A sauder state v society

public land law and mormon settlement
in the sevier valley utah agricultural
agriculturalhistory
history 70
7011 winter 1996 58
5

blarson
5larson
larson noted in utah the mormon colonial projection had overshot the
margin of easy acquisition of land titles into a political vacuum where peculiar
circumstances found the federal go
government
verment indifferent to repeated calls for help no
government stood ready to push the natives one step further by a treaty involving
extinction of land titles
conflicting claims developed to be resolved between three
groups each viewing the situation through different eyes there were the united states
government extending sovereignty over its recent territorial conquest the native
defending his heritage and the mormon moving in to establish squatters rights through
utilitarian occupation gustive 0 larson land contest in early utah utah
10.
3310
09
309
quarterly 29 october 1961 33309310.
09310
historicalquarterly29
historical
093
lo
io
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to induce other than mormon emigration to the territory

52

but in the 1860s the railroad and coal and mineral discoveries made utah a
desirable location increasing immigration from all religions groups to the area and
changing the nature of mormon settlements

now that economic opportunities were

luring gentiles to the region a land office was opened in 1869 and the latter day saints

were required to follow the federal governments prescribed regulations for claiming land
that had been settled for twenty years 53

prior to the opening of the land office cormons
mormons had been forming settlements in

utah in a remarkably orderly and methodical fashion centered around a village under
this system each family owned two parcels of land one inside the towns borders with
enough property to grow fruit trees and a kitchen garden and a second larger piece to
which the men would commute outside of town where the market oriented farming

occurred brigham young engineered the colonizing efforts with an intent to promote the
social and religious goals

lords purposes

of the latter

day saint church

land was dedicated to the

and property ownership was conditional upon its beneficial use

furthermore latter day saints were expected to relinquish sell or abandon their land
when asked to do so by the church hierarchy such attitudes prompted cooperation
among the saints and precluded land speculation

54

these aims typically emphasized the

52

Stam
stambaughs
baughs reports are filed in the land office division of the national
archives quoted in larson land contest in early utah 317 larson also wrote that
hostility bom of misunderstanding and mistrust between utah mormons
cormons and gentiles
resulted in negation of normal progress towards public surveys and land sales larson
315.
315
53

the land office could not open soon enough to satisfy mormon landowners
noted lee living under conditions of federal governmental harassment from 1857 to

1896 the mormon community was obsessed with anxiety that gentile land jumpers
would use the federal land office machinery to appropriate land that the mormons
cormons had
cultivated since foundation days lawrence
ce B lee the homestead act vision and
lawren
summer
229.
228.
229
reality utah historical quarterly 30 Surn
mer 1962 228
54

I

see leonard 1 arrington
cormons
loSy 16
sociology
logy
arlington property among the mormons
Mormons rural Socio
december 1951 339352
339 352
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importance of the community rather than the needs of the individual
philosophy was such that

if the property was dedicated to the lord

the prophets had the ultimate disposal of it

55
m55

the mormon
surely his servants

this system was challenged by the

new land office regulations that required mormon settlers to claim land they thought they
already owned

two problems immediately presented themselves as early settlers attempted to
enter their claims first farmers were required to build homes to provide a continuous
residence on their property held outside of town and second due to limited irrigable
ardd region many of the parcels of land were too small to enter into the land
arid
acres in an and

office under the requirements

emption law of 1841
preemption
of the pre
1841

56

the saints solved this

problem through several different routes since the probate courts were given

jurisdiction for homestead entry papers in march 1877 and probate judges who were
usually mormon were inclined to be helpful some minor violations were simply winked

at

latter

day saints also occasionally organized themselves into a trusteeship system in

which one man would enter a claim for a large parcel and deed back the property to the

others after the patent was approved

the townsite act of 1867

alienation of small irrigated plots within town site limits
obtain patents on their land
land ownership

57

which allowed for the

also allowed some settlers to

Home steading act was the most popular route to
but the homesteading

XQ
511

the implications for LDS land claims were long and complicated

and do not

55

55ibid
ibid 344
56

emption law of 1841
preemption
the pre

57

sauder state vs society 68

granted one hundred and sixty acres of land upon
proof of residency upon that land for fourteen months see larson land contest 317

58
58ibid

ibid 70 for the difficulties involved with each particular law see george W
iglo
10 utah historical
1910
rollins land policies of the united states as applied to utah to 19
2511
239
25
quarterly 20 july 1952 239251
23925
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ed in 1872 after the land office
really apply to the coray family since they homesteader
homesteaded
homestead

opened however the perceived threat of outsiders encroaching on the saints

corays home
homesteading
steading efforts although the latter day
promised land did affect the conrays
saints had previously implemented a policy of beneficial use that strongly discouraged

cormons began to preempt all irrigable locations over as wide an area
land speculation mormons
as possible to discourage gentile settlement mingled amongst themselves

59

conrays
the corays

cormons from their lands with their
never indicated a deliberate attempt to exclude non mormons
land claims but they did claim as much land as possible even though they could not

irrigate all of it

although increased efforts to exclude other religious groups from claiming land
back handed the saints were encouraged to follow the rules when it came to
may appear backhanded
homesteading 60 articles in the deseret news a church owned newspaper reminded

latter day saints that

in order to secure their claims they were required to actually live

on the property they were encouraged to give up their home in town rather than attempt

to pacify the land officer by occasionally sleeping on their property
59

59sauder
sauder

61

the coray family

state vs society 63

goit
it should also

ell were trying to use the opportunity
gentile
be noted that many gentiles
bentlieeyl
afforded by the unsecured land titles for the purpose of yum
jumping
jum
ping
pine claims that had already
been improved in response brigham young warned if you undertake to drive a stake
in my garden with an intention to jump my claim there will be a fight before you get it
pre emption right that
if they jump my claims here 1I shall be very apt to give them a preemption
will last them to the last resurrection
the latter day saints will never again pull up
stakes and give their possessions to their enemies brigham young sermons august 12
1866 and december 23 1866 respectively journal qfdiscourses
of discourses 26 vols liverpool
311
511

1854
86
185486
61

11 281.
281

sauder state vs society

although william clayton as an official church
cormons to take
liaison between the church and the land office was known to advise mormons
their wagons out to their property for a few days at time for a nominal compliance with
land patent regulations lee also notes that it was common throughout the united states
not just in utah for claimants to fudge residency requirements lawrence B lee
steading in zion 32.
Home
homesteading
32
71
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provo prior to their move to mona even after their move
ofprovo
had been living in the town of
they returned to provo regularly for various business and legal matters and it is clear
from marthas
mantha s diary that they maintained a residence there
martha

yet

owning a residence in

town could have complicated their land claim in mona owning a home in town might
have given the appearance that howard was simply commuting to his farm in mona
full
fall time
rather than residing there ruil
falltime

conrays may have been trying to avoid any such
the corays

problems by transferring their provo property into marthas name

for several years the

tax assessment records list howard as having various amounts of property this
1965 to 300 in 1872 thereafter howard disappeared
valuation decreased from 3605 in 1865

from the utah county assessment records in 1872 however martha suddenly appeared
on the tax assessment records with 300 worth of property in her name and remained on
62
1
1881
the tax rolls until 188 when she died howard as the head

of the household would

then have been free to claim land while still enjoying the benefits of property in town

after moving to mona martha continued to aid her family in acquiring land she
wrote letters to individuals proposing to buy their land and frequently investigated any
questions arising about their property she communicated with the land commissioner
family
and went to the land office to research records and clarify the fam
ilyss claims

63

marthas

adult children moved to mona at the same time that she and howard arrived and she
assisted two sons and a daughter with their neighboring land claims also

marthas daughter nellie took advantage of the provision in the homestead act
that granted heads of households and therefore single women the right to claim public
land in the west 64 As a female

nellies claim for land was unusual for the nineteenth

62tax
tax assessment roll of utah county 1865
18728
1865187281
1872811
18651872
63

george W rollins remarked that the legal work involved in obtaining patents
63george
246
was often an arduous task rollins land policies 246.
anne B effland denise M rogers and valerie grim women as agricultural
landowners what do we know about themtagricullural
them agricultural history 71
7122 spring
1993

253

128

bisted as landowners in
histed
century in the 1880 agricultural census only three women were listed
fisted

mona 65 although historians have been able to document womens claiming land after
1888 when single women begin to receive as many as 12 percent of the land patents

granted claims made by women in the first decade of the homestead act appear to be
few and far between anne B effland denise A rogers and valeric
valerie grim have listed
ed womens intent to combine their
several possible reasons why women homestead
homesteaded
homesteader
claims with those

of their future husbands their seeking an alternative to a city job and

desiring to make a profit from the future sale of their improved land some women
simply wanted a rural life for their families a place for their children or aging relatives to

enjoy

nellies motives are never clearly stated although after her marriage the mona

property is listed in her husbands name perhaps she was also motivated to help the

mormons
cormons claim all the land in the area perhaps she was excited by the prospect of land
ownership or perhaps she simply decided she might as well enter a claim since the rest of

her family had

although nellie as a single woman was entitled to enter a claim for land her
claim was challenged by a squatter in the latter part

man named joe boren had come onto

jum

yum
pings
jumping

of may

1873 martha wrote that a

nellies quarter section with the intention of

her land A few days later nellies brothers were plowing her fields and lifted

borens house off her land boren grew angry at the coray boys and drew an oak club
over

aids head her brother howard
sids

scared boren away only to have boren return

with the constable howard was arrested and tried the next day apparently he was
65

Nellie had married by 1880 and her husband
nellie

william alexander is listed as the
owner of
her property the other women listed were edna kay eliza sommerville and
other
jane burriston tenth census agriculture utah 1880.
1880 furthermore A survey of the
1
3027 homestead entries made at the salt lake city federal land office between april Is
1869 and november 8 1880 disclosed only 166 entries by women
lee
Home
33 monas female homesteaders not including nellie held 6
steading in zion 33.
homesteading
percent of the land claims for their community which was a little higher than the utah
5.5
average of 55
55 percent

129

released martha did not write of any other details until the constable removed joe boren
from nellies property eleven days later oddly enough however martha traveled with

joe boren to spanish fork in the middle of this land dispute just five days after he drew
a club over her son

66

in the end however nellies right to the property was secured she

up in january of 1878 67

cproved
Cp
proved

while nellie owned the land she didnt appear to be the main person caring for
the land she did participate in important decisions regarding her property and was a
dues paying member of the irrigation district but her brothers were the principal
caretakers of all coray family property such an arrangement was not unusual for
women landowners they frequently rented out their land to others or had relatives help
them run their farms

68

nellies brothers built her house watered her wheat and

constructed her fence nellie on the other hand sewed their shirts washed their laundry
made quilts prepared food and cleaned the main house

life on the ranch required constant improvements to the property

and the coray

family was not derelict in their efforts there were pig pens corrals and mangers to be

built and frequently repaired fences needed to be put up but good lumber for the job

was difficult to come by

conrays once traded five acres of land in exchange for
the corays

good rod poles as good as in north fence

69

building homes was also an important

family task each claim had a house built on it and howard

his property

boye
boyf
the boys

100

jr

actually built three on

were often engaged in each project regardless of whose home

it was but when howard began his third home in late november he was the only one
dedicated enough to finish painting the house on days when the temperatures were two
66

martha coray diary 30 may

671ibid
671bid
bid

11

june 1873 passim

9 january 1878

6effland
leffland
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gartha
mantha
Martha coray
martha

69

diary 24 sept 1877

130

and ten degrees below zero

70

taking care of the fields and producing a marketable product was of course the
most important task for the farms survival

the family had a kitchen garden to provide

them with a variety of foods but the field crops consisted of potatoes wheat and hay

hay was by far the most important item of production even in years when martha and
prove they came back to mona for the haying season
howard spent most of their time in provo
during this season martha always wrote in her diary all hands at haying the work
stopped only when the weather would not allow it

71

the haying process extended beyond the family and connected the family with the
community

the joneses might help with howards haying

and later some

of the boys

72howard
might go to the stars farm 72
howard knowlton coray his wife mary and nellie all
went to orville clark
dark robertss place to help with his hay

73

presumably the women

went to help their sister mary clarks wife because extra hired hands would have been
needed during this time and clark
oark always kept a few workers around those who helped
dark
lbs of hay for
bring in the crop might be paid in kind watson bell received 300 ibs

providing rope and help during the bailing process
medium

74

thus the hay also became a

of exchange that bound the community together hay was exchanged for poles

flour bran and wheat and was used to balance accounts

75

the obligations and

interactions that haying forced between members of the community strengthened ties and
provided goods and services in a cash poor economy such communal efforts probably
701
701bid
id
bid
71

12 13 december 1875
1213

ibid 14 august 1873 and 17 july 1875 respectively

721ibid
721bid
bid

4455 march 1873

73
73martha

mantha
martha coray diary
bid

741
741bid
ibid
71

11
I 11I

21

august 1873

april 1873

ibid 5 april 1873 and 11I 11I april 1873 respectively
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helped utah to have a lower rate of homestead failures than in other homestead
frontiers

76

when howard and his neighbors organized an irrigation district in mona juab
county utah all the family members including the women were involved since nellie
owned her own plot of land she signed the incorporation document and paid her 100
share

comp anys water rights were being contested martha was
companas
later when the companys
appointed agent for the co to collect evidence and employ counsel and
transact such business as may be necessary to prevent or meet a suit of law
which the goshen irrigation district has given notice shall be planted
against us and further that her expenses and the expenses of counsel shall
be defrayed by the co until the suit shall be instituted provided that her
Familys portion of said
services shall account against the coray familys
77
expenses

the motion was unanimously passed by the members of the irrigation company
indicating that liberal attitudes towards women and their abilities had pervaded at least
one comer of rural utah
comp anys beginnings were nondescript in october
companas
the irrigation companys

1873

howard

comp anys constitution apparently to imitate it when writing
reviewed another irrigation companys
companas
his own companys
companas
comp anys constitution

78

in late october and early november the company

began construction on a dam and surveyed the water lines

79

conflict had erupted by

1874 how
ever when the goshen irrigation district complained that their previously
however
76in
n utah 32 percent

of homestead entries failed in the first year the land office

was opened that figure dropped to 20 percent ten years later in kansas an area
considered more conducive to farming the failure rate for the same period was 49
1879 1904 only 6 percent of homesteaders remained on their
percent in kansas from 18791904
land after fifteen years had elapsed while in utah land ownership almost always lasted a
lifetime lee homesteading
Home steading in utah 36
mf

77mona
mona irrigation company inc minutes book 27 march 1875 coray family

papers special collections HBLL
78

78martha
martha coray diary 2 october 1873
791ibid
791bid
bid

24 november 1873 passim
29 october 1873
187324
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claimed water was being usurped by the mona irrigation district in response howard

coray wrote a refusal to acknowledge the goshen irrigation districts jurisdiction the
irrigation districts initially tried to resolve their differences through local ecclesiastical
officers as was the custom but the matter eventually went to court 80 in july of 1875

the mona company received a grant from the court for water
continued its fight however and in november
intensify martha recorded spending most

the goshen district

of 1877 the court hearings began to

of the day examining court papers

she

wrote to lawyers and discovered that in 1858 only two or three families were in goshen
and very little water

the next day she wrote that she was

the following day the canal company met

very busy with papers

and

81

in january of 1879 the matter was finally brought to a close in utah county court
judge philip H emerson decided in favor of the goshen irrigation district

the mona

irrigation company was forbidden from diverting any water from the lower salt creek
82
may
from the first of
through the first of september mona was not the only town

see my discussion of this topic in chapter one 1718
17 18
ibid 4 november 1877- 24 november 1875 passim

utah county probate court records microfilm

23 november 1877
26
187726

december 1878 4 january 1879 passim family history library the church of jesus
aiso required the mona canal company to
also
christ of latter day saints the settlement alsorequired
companas
reimburse the goshen irrigation canal companys
Comp anys court costs of 35998
359.98
35998 the reasons
judge emerson denied the mona irrigation company access to water are not stated but
can be surmised an 1865 statute allowed irrigation companies to incorporate which in
turn granted the irrigation districts eminent domain but the same law also entitled
landowners to water historians cite different rulings involving utah water rights that
were based on the same law which produced two entirely different precedents that could
conrays court case the first example was most likely the precedent
have affected the corays
followed by judge emerson A group of farmers petitioned to bring water out of
brigham canyon that had already been appropriated by other farmers upon
investigation however it was determined that there was not enough water to meet all the
farmers needs and the later group was denied access to the water in this case the earlier
irrigation company was granted eminent domain robert G dunbar forging new
14
rights in western waters lincoln nebraska university of nebraska press 1983 14.
dunbar also asserted that this approach was not abandoned until 1880 which resulted in
even more conflict over water usage ibid 16 robert W swenson however cites
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struggling to solve water problems historian leonard J arrington has written that utah
had an overpopulation problem in the 1870s and early 1880s
many people to be sustained by the available irrigable land

there were simply too

the church tended to

sponsor communal projects such as irrigation companies to increase land use

83

such

projects allowed new areas to be settled alleviating some of the problems but water
continued to be an important issue for many decades to come in the west generally and
for the coray family in particular

the ruling was disastrous for the coray ranch over the next few years howard
and martha returned to provo while their children were either sent on missions or moved

to southern colorado

the mona ranch was abandoned by the family for several years

in 1880 howard received a letter regarding some money he had borrowed josiah S

richards wrote that he needed the money back but if howard was willing to pay one
percent interest he would extend the note two or three years josiah also wrote that he

didnt want to distress howard or his family with the repayment and that he was not
suffering without the money but he would appreciate as speedy a repayment as

possible

84

corays were having financial problems martha would later write
clearly the conrays

to her son about his new homesteading efforts in colorado yet while 1I fear all results 1I
do hope it will turn out to be a better selection than the mona enterprise and that if there
is any mistake it will not take 9 years

to find it out

85

another court case from the late 1860s in which an individual was sued for using water
previously appropriated by an irrigation company in this case the individual won
justice boreman refused to grant the irrigating company power to control and manage
the waters of any part of the territory in this case the landowner was guaranteed his
right to water robert W swenson A primer ofutah water law part 1I the journal
169
168
168169.
of energy law and policy 5 1984 168169

leonard J arrington the great basin kingdom 3354

83

84

josiah S richards to howard coray 1I july 1880 coray family papers HBLL

85

85martha
martha coray to howard knowlton coray 24 january 1880 coray family

papers HBLL
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even with such a condemning statement judging the financial success of the
mona experience is difficult to assess overall orville dark
clark roberts and his wife mary
oark
were the first of the coray family to move to mona they were able to keep hired hands
which indicates some measure of success

86

they were also able to convince the rest of

their family to join them in mona by 1872 yet in 1880 with their water supply cut off

martha declared their farms a failure

87

unfortunately the year that the family

abandoned their farms is the only year for which a census recorded their productivity

production was low for everyone but howard knowlton coray still managed to value his
farm production at 1500 due mostly to hay sales orville lost 400 of his 500 sheep that
year and 30 of his 41 cattle howard

sr

fared a little better losing only 12 out of 30

cattle but produced little hay their farms however were valued higher than the
average for the mona community at 4000 for orville

for howard sr

88

2000 for howard jr and 4000

eind
find
and martha spent most of 1874 and
but the fact that howard bind

1875 in

provo working at other jobs indicates that a source of income was needed beyond what
the farm provided even before the water was turned off

tenth census agriculture utah

39
89

their younger sons also spent

1880 LDS church archives

martha coray to howard knowlton coray 24 january 1880
QQ

88tenth
132 tilled acres
tenth census agriculture utah 1880 the average farm had 13.2
and also averaged 818 for the value of the buildings 101 for the value of the
implements 30634
306.34
30634 for the value of the livestock the numbers for the members of the
coray family were as follows orville clark
oark roberts marys husband 18 tilled acres
dark
4000 in building 300 in implements and 3000 in livestock after running the pony
express for several years orville bought all the horses and began breeding horses on his
mona property howard knowlton coray had 40 acres tilled 2000 in buildings 400 in
implements and 100 in livestock howard coray had 45 acres tilled 4000 in
buildings 330 in implements and 800 in livestock william alexander nellies
husband and her former homestead had 25 acres tilled 1000 in buildings no
implements or livestock nellie and her husband were on a mission to the sandwich
islands hawaii when this census was taken william coray had 20 acres tilled 500 in
buildings no implements and no livestock
89

89howard
howard clerked at a factory and they both taught school for awhile in early
1875
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time in the hills taking care of cattle which they seem to have acquired from marthas

brother in skull valley

90

it is not clear if they owned the cattle themselves or if they

worked for marthas brother but it does appear that they too recognized a need to
increase their revenues

the 1869 opening of the land office in utah changed settlement patterns for the
saints which resulted in new opportunities for women

the

allowed single
singie
singlevomen
women such as nellie coray to claim land

1862 homestead

act

the homestead act also

thetraditional mormon village gave way to single large
fostered independence as the traditional

cormons did maintain some level
homesteads spread across the landscape although the mormons

of cooperation through their irrigation companies families and during harvests there
was increased competition for scarce resources
the homestead

the larger tracts of land claimed under

t6irrigate than had
act required more timber for fencing and more water to irrigate

the smaller plots used in the 1850s this competition gave martha coray the opportunity

companas
Comp anys legal interests expanding her occupational
to represent
representthe
the mona irrigation companys
choices as a woman

the requirements for

proving up homesteads also thrust martha

into a much more active participation in the families homesteading
home steading efforts

nnie
flie
the

coming of the railroad

both the salt lake city land office and the railroad came to utah in 1869 the
cormons
railroad particularly threatened the mormons
Mormons ideological economic and geographical
isolation although brigham young and other leaders saw the benefits that improved

cormons
Mor mons they were also wary of the unwanted
transportation routes would bring to the mormons
cormons were asked to retrench
consequences as well As a preemptive measure the mormons
themselves firmly in the values and goals of the community the most important of which

90skull
skull valley is close to ET
skuli
howard lived for several years

city ezra taft city in tooele
thoele where martha and
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was an absolute commitment to building the kingdom of god brigham young
particularly emphasized the female roles

of consumption and production in protecting the

mormons
mormans
monnons
Mon
Mor mons
nons economic isolation women were asked to refrain from purchasing goods
produced outside utah and to increase their production of cloth and other goods

the

united order was preached with increasing frequency and the relief societies opened
and operated cooperative stores to market their homemade items and other local goods

91

they also participated in a grain storage program intended to focus their attention on
saving rather than spending

92

Ihistorians differ in their opinions about whether or not

women really made a significant change in their consumption habits following brigham

youngs admonitions but efforts were made by women under the organization of the
relief society to solidify the kingdoms position

93

martha and her family did participate in some aspects of home production and the
united order

the salt lake nineteenth ward had a soap factory and although many of

the details ofmarthas connection to the factory remain obscure particularly because she
no longer lived within close proximity to the factory a letter addressed to brigham

young clearly illustrates some involvement in the fac
factorys
torys affairs
write to ask you if it would be wisdom that a department for
manufacturing caustic lye out of salt lake salt should be connected with
the factory also to make various lyes and acids the materials for which
are here in their native state 1I suppose there are some chemists who have
by your direction worked at parts of this business successfully what little
1I

9for
ifor
for greater detail about the united order
92

I

92leonard
arrington
Anington rural
leonard 1J ardington

cormons
Mormons the
life among nineteenth century mormons

womans
comans experience agricultural history
19

18 21
see chapter one 1821

noa
5 8 no
no33

246
2399 246
july 1984 23
239246

ington emphasized the importance of womens contribution in his
arrington
leonard 1
I An
64 while maureen
article the economic role of pioneer mormon women 145
14564
ursenbach beecher believed that women did not really change their consumption habits
during the 1870s and their home production did little to affect the economy in utah see
monnon frontier utah historical quarterly 49 noa
beecher womens work on the mormon
no3
summer 1981 276290
276 290

137

assistance 1I could render 1I would willingly give I1 wrote to ask bro
cannon as to patent rights for making the production of salt enclosed
please find his reply 94

martha also recorded in her journal several other days where she either
communicated with others regarding the soap factory or produced soap herself from the
lye produced at the factory she wrote

about soap

letter from barfoot about soap 1I saw dunn

pa brought 12 boxes of lye from factory this is the first lye that 1I have

had from there

1I

ib of grease
made 4 gal of potash soap with 4 12 lb

she was also

1I 1I
we
careful to keep track of the profitability other
took 11I 11
of her enterprise she recorded retook
wetook

lii
ili

lbs of soap to factory made from 13 boxes of lye in balls which they had let us have at
ibs

20 cents a box cost 260
2.60
1500
260 check received 15.00
and asked J B maiben for soap recept

95

boiled over some soap

1.I1

wrote

the salt lake city nineteenth wards soap

factory was part of the united order movement intended to strengthen the saints
economic goals and religious unity marthas connection to the factory reflected her
commitment to cooperate in addressing community needs in addition to benefits that the

extra cash and goods brought into the coray home

martha was most likely connected with the factory due to her general interest in
chemistry martha also applied her scientific interests to her home chemistry projects

her efforts to produce and market oil soap and hair washes in
she gave several details of
other
her journal beginning in 1876 she wrote about a still that she purchased

96

she or her

94

94martha
martha coray to brigham young 16 january 1876 coray family papers
HBLL marthas connection to the salt lake nineteenth ward was most likely through
her parents who lived within the ward boundaries until their respective deaths in 1863
and 1881
1881 marthas father sidney knowlton was also in the nineteenth ward bishopric
from 1851
1856 with james hendricks as bishop and alonzo H raleigh as the other
18511856

counselor ezra clark knowlton the autobiography of ezra clark
dark knowlton provo
17
utah published privately by J grant stevenson 1967 17.
95

martha coray diary january 20 1876 may

9martha
smartha coray diary june 25
1876
martha
kantha
kartha
251876

18 1876 passim
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sons would pound sage and through a distilling process create an oil or a liniment from

the sage this oil was marketed as a medicine
oil are known there is a description

97

although few details regarding the sage

of a second oil called lightening sic cage oil

historian jennie weeks does not discuss these two oils separately in her brief article on
pioneer medicine and no clear statement exists to clarify whether or not they are the
same oil

98

the descriptions of the two products however

came from the same combination

indicate that they probably

of herbs but that they came from different distillations

and thus were two different oils marthas granddaughter described the lightening

cage oil as a weapon she said it was stronger than hartshorn and that martha carried it
with her when she walked by herself after dark she claimed that throwing the oil on an
assailant would render him helpless

the sage oil

99

however clearly had medicinal purposes martha described using

the oil to doctor an animal that had been sick for several days martha wrote selim is
about the same

1I

100
loo
bathed his neck with sage oil
it seems unlikely that the same oil
1111100

used to render an assailant helpless would be used to bathe the neck of anyone or

for more information regarding early pioneer medicine and folk remedies see
clas utah historical quarterly 10
Addendas
addenclas
my discussion in chapter 2 cecil J alter Adden
addendas
101
loi 1
33
1942 37
7754
54 claudia
L bushman mystics and healers in mormon sisters women
claudial
754

23
in early utah ed claudia L bushman cambridge MA emmeline press 1976 1123
cormons
Mor mons A historical perspective dialogue 12
robert T divett medicine and the mormons
25 pioneer medicine heart throbs of the west 7 1946 189228
189 228
fall 1979 16
1625
richard G poulsen some botanical cures in mormon folk medicine an analysis
379 388 most of these articles contain either
utah historical quarterly 44 fall 1976 379388
memoirs of doctors or patients lists of herbs and their uses and recipes for home
remedies another related topic within several of these articles is mormon preference to
use faith healing instead of doctors
98
98jennie
jennie

weeks and they were healed our pioneer heritage 2 1959 124

99edna
edna coray dyer incidents about martha coray related by grandfather
BBLL 3
howard coray coray family papers HBLL

almartha
antha
lmartha
Martha
artha coray diary
lM
100
loo
100martha

1877
january 23
231877
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anything feeling unwell indicating that martha produced two different oils sage and
lightening additionally martha wrote in her journal 1I wrote to hendrick and sent

specimen of lightening promised to send oil and herbs and liquid lightening by
O
101
0
cannon
cannon101

the clear distinction made by mentioning both oil and liquid lightening

again suggests that two different oils existed

martha soon began an aggressive marketing process for her products purchasing
bottles corks and running an advertisement she took her product personally to ogden

to sell it in drug stores there she recorded in her journal that she and her husband took
Spring ville
her oil to payson salem spanish fork and springville

102
02

her son howard headed

her boys stayed at home pressing
south with 400 ounces of oil to sell while the rest of
other
and stilling

103

martha must have felt confident that her 400 ounces of oil would sell if

she were producing more suggesting that her product was successful to some degree

she also recorded writing letters to friends in salt lake in which she sought connections
made gifts
for marketing her oil she also madegifts
birns
birrs of oil to such prominent church leaders as john

taylor joseph F smith and wilford woodruff

104

soon martha became interested in patenting her product she recorded in her
journal 1I wrote to mann and co new york to ask if oil can be patented

A few days

later she wrote 1I saw capt hooper he wrote for me to the commissioners of patent
office

two weeks later martha received a reply from mann and co but unfortunately

she did not mention any of the details of the correspondence

marketing

105

the production and

of the liniment and oil continued however clearly marthas home

idlbid
OI
idl
orbid
bid august
oibid
ibid
bibid
iibid
102

10 1877

september 29 1876

OI bid september 12
orbid
oibid
1876
iibid
121876
1876
161876
bid july 16

041
041bid
ibid

105tr
orbid
OI
oibid
1876 june 30
1876 passim
ibid
bid june 17
171876
301876
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chemistry was more than a hobby she had produced and marketed a viable medical

product

although sage oil seemed to be the main product of interest to martha she later
branched out in may of 1877 she noted in her journal

oz of lightening liniment with pressed herbs

106

sent to ogden hair wash and

15

she also mentioned purchasing nitric

acid although it is unclear how she used it in her products
marthas
martha s medicinal products and home chemistry were encouraged by church

leaders martha wrote in a letter to brigham young
home chemistry projects

107
07

thank you for your interest in my

additionally brigham young encouraged parents to use

herbal cures in their homes and have a knowledge of medicines in 1875 he said

it is gods mind and will that they every father and mother should know
just what to do for them their children when they are sick instead of
calling for a doctor you should administer to them by the laying on of
hands and anointing with oil and give them mild food and herbs and
108
medicine that you understand

although brigham young did recognize that doctors were necessary he did not
encourage frequent dependence upon them rather he wanted the saints to be prepared

to deal with most minor illnesses themselves

the deseret news also published an article advocating the use of herbal medicine
believing in the goodness
plants for the cure
which we live

109

of the creator that he has placed in most lands medicinal

of all diseases incident to that climate

and especially to that climate in

among the many herbs and natural medicines
medicinesr used in utah

medicine were olive oil which was used both externally and internally lobelia a

may 26 1877
106ibidmay261877

1061
1061bid
bid
107

Martha coray to brigham young september 16
1875 coray family papers
161875

HBLL
108
08j

dendas 42
cecil alter Ad
addendas

37
iibidz
091bid30
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powerful diffusive stimulant
insides and turpentine

110

cayenne pepper which promoted health by heating up the

sage is also listed among these medicinal herbs thus martha

did not discover the medicinal values of sage but merely capitalized on its properties in

lii
her oil many others were already using sage in their teas during this time period iii
111

protestant missionary efforts increase

the protestant missionary movement reached a new fervor following the civil
war efforts were focused throughout the west where missionaries hoped to tame the
wild inclinations of the uncivilized settlers

12A

in utah the war was not focused against

the crudeness and lawlessness found in other less organized communities rather the
battle was waged against the mormon faith and specifically against the doctrine of
garny
poly
polygamy

13
113

the protestants found the latter day saints a difficult group to conquer

but they did manage to find a weak spot in their unorganized and poorly regulated
educational system

robert
robert T divett
niobid
nilbid
nilibid
nii
bid

cormons
medicine and the mormons
Mormons

124

124

ifor discussions of the protestant missionary efforts in utah

see charles S
peterson A new community mormon teachers and the separation of church and
state in utahs territorial schools utah historical quarterly 48 summer 1980 297

fits of learning in pioneer utah journal ofmormon
charles S peterson the lin
limits
of mormon
history 10 1983 69 james B alien
ailen and glen leonard the story of the latter day
allen
ernest L wilkinson and W cleon skousen brigham young university
saints 348 and emest
A school of ofdestiny
23 30 james
destiny provo utah brigham young university press 1976 2330
1847 1870 in nearly
B alien
ailen everyday life in utahs elementary schools 18471870
allen
everything imaginable the everyday life of utahs mormon pioneers eds ronald W
walker and doris R dant provo utah brigham young university 1999 379
113
i

howard lamar wrote that utah was unusual in its level of civic organization

and its approach to territorial government because the latter day saints came to utah
with community already formed their 1849 constitution was intended to keep
lawlessness and disorder out rather than establish order see howard lamar
10.
3 10
10
statehood for utah A different path utah historical
quarterly 3 9 fall 1971 310.
historicalquarterly39
io
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cormons first arrived in utah they brought with them a religious
when the mormons
philosophy that emphasized the importance of education and a history of good intentions

but few accomplishments joseph smith had early preached

it is impossible for a man

to be saved in ignorance adding that a man is saved no faster than he gets
knowledge

114

he even proclaimed that the glory of god is intelligence

115

brigham

young reaffirmed this claim with the statement Is there truth it is ours Is there
knowledge it

I1 16
ilg
1
is for us

for latter day saints there was no distinction between

secular and sacred education both were seen as essential to eternal progression except
when secular teaching conflicted with religious ideals

17
117

thus attempts to educate the

saints were dutifully made in ohio missouri and illinois prior to their western
exodus

1
118

unfortunately two particular obstacles prevented their success

a simple matter of economics

the first was

the saints rebuilt their communities and centers of

119
ilg
worship on four different occasions preventing the accumulation of wealth 19

consequently as much as they believed in the ideal of education there were few
resources available to pay teachers or to purchase necessary supplies

the book of

mormon and the bible became the primary texts in many schools simply because there

cormons removed
was no money to purchase any other materials second the mormons
themselves from the outside world prior to the general acceptance of public school

doctrine and covenants 1316 and joseph smith jr history of the church of
jesus christ of
latter day saints ed BH roberts 7 vols salt lake city the church
oflatter
12 4588
190212
of jesus christ of latter day saints 1902
doctrine and covenants 9336
16
16journal
journal

of discourses 883 1677 as quoted in peterson limits of

learning 66

peterson A new community 295

isee wilkinson and skousen

30
91
91bid
bid

.30
30

8813
13
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systems their idea

than abstract ideas

of education was grounded in practical

disciplines and trades rather

vwk
awk
20

mormon schools throughout utah struggled to support themselves and such
financial difficulties also plagued martha as she attempted to teach school she wrote on
1875 well 1I have seen the sisters of the relief society and begged them to
january 771875

help the school 1I have also met with the teachers

of the sunday school and seen all that

I1 have also seen a fine feeling manifested to help in every way to raise money running
a school required the support of the entire community marthas need to beg for help
indicated that gaining support was often a difficult task

an 1852 statute had provided a

tax supported school in each established town but due to a shortage of tax funds these
resources were usually inadequate

121

another reason funds were low in utah was due to the inefficiencies of the federal
governments land policies A particularly generous land grant to utah was
was made by
congress on september 9 1&50
1850 for the purpose of funding a public education system
town site for its schools however these sections
utah was granted four sections of each townsite
were held in trust for utah until it became a state forcing territorial utah to support its
schools without the aid of land income for forty four years

vergent
government
verment did
the federal go

empted
preempted
not act as a very conscientious trustee either allowing some sites to be pre
against the wishes of the utah government

122

protestant schools did not struggle financially as the mormon based schools did

their missionary teachers were supported by funds raised in the east this method of
cormons and their protestant counterparts
fundraising only increased tensions between mormons

the missionaries usually resorted to dramatic and exaggerated stories of the horrors they
120
120peterson

peterson limits of learning 69

AIlen
alien
allen
ailen
alien
121
121ailen

122

122rollins
Rollins
irollins

everyday life in utahs schools 363

land policies of the united states 250
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found in utah in order to increase sympathies for their cause since their fundraising
tactics were so successful they were able to charge either very little or nothing at all for
students to attend thus their schools became ever more attractive to poor settlers

not

only were the schools less expensive but the teachers were usually much better educated

than those found among the ward sponsored schools

123

the level of education among teachers in utah was so uneven and unregulated
that teachers were not the only ones frustrated
fiustrated with the LDS sponsored school system

utahs teachers were of varying quality and frequently unqualified for their position
wilson howard dusenberry a prominent educator in early utah noted of one teacher
occamy
occame
came

1j
even
to the conclusion that he would make a better playmate than instructor
aj
124

before the onslaught of protestant schools to utah some communities had resorted to
hiring gentile teachers for their church sponsored schools

this action quickly sparked

criticism from church leaders brigham young acknowledged that once in a while a

good man comes along who is a school teacher who is not a mormon

but he

quickly enumerated their many faults such as seducing female students and teaching
un truths in the classroom

125

although martha and howard coray taught school several

times during their decades in utah they were certainly not above reproach as teachers
either neither howard or martha was well educated for the time howard did spend one
year in a preparatory school and had intended to enroll in college the following year

when he was converted to mormonism and subsequently moved to nauvoo there is no
indication that martha ever received formal schooling

occasion when martha

this may account for one

was publicly informed before the school that she did not teach

123

iwilkinson
wilkinson and skousen 26
27
2627
124

124wilson
wilson howard dusenberry

the utah pioneers salt lake city

diary 6 february 1863 typescript daughters of

3

brigham young JA
18
161718
jd 1617

125125brigham
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grammar right by the head teacher

126
12

A few weeks later howard

went to the augest

sic superintendent and school examiner to ascertain how much he knew

127

apparently he performed satisfactorily because he continued teaching school in 1863
Dusenbeny marthas nephew visited her school probably in the
wilson howard dusenberry
capacity

of superintendent

performances

and said

visited aunes
aunts school was pleased with part of the

128129
128

the success of the protestant schools is debated among historians charles S
peterson used data gathered by C merrill hough to conclude that probably no more than
10 percent

of young LDS pupils ever attended gentile schools

have been greater in specific locales in 1887 the report
in

129

yet their impact could

of a presbyterian school located

st george claimed that 27 out of its 30 pupils were from homes where one or both

parents were active members of the LDS church
apostate mormon homes
nine attended regularly

130

ten students

the other three students came from

annd
arnd
had joined the presbyterian sunday school and
arid

just thirteen years previously a teacher from st marks

episcopal school had converted to mormonism and had attempted to start a school in st

george although this was initially received well his financial expectations were so far
beyond what the community was able to provide that he gave up

131

yet years later the

free protestant sponsored school in the same town appeared to have plenty of students

wartha coray diary
126maftha
wantha
martha

23 february 1876
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27ibid
bibid
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this story further emphasizes that it was not a lack of interest in education but rather the
financial difficulties that faced latter day saints as they attempted to set up schools that

cormons
made free schools so tempting to the mormons
Mormons

the efforts of the missionary schools to

americanize and educate those in utah were congratulated by US president chester A

arthur in his 1884 presidential message to congress he praised them for their efforts
over the last fifteen years that had resulted in 79 schools with an average
students attending

of 6000

132

regardless of how truly successful these schools were iin converting young
mormon minds to supposedly purer religions and american values the threat that they
presented to the saints was taken seriously by their leaders

this was coupled with

mounting pressure to provide free secular education throughout the territory governor

cormons
Mor mons tried to
alfred cummings who enjoyed a friendly relationship with the mormons
convince the saints to conform their educational ideals to those accepted in the east
specifically that the latter day saints needed to provide free education that was also

untainted by religious influence

133

in the 1870s brigham young sensing the threat that

the missionary schools and the federal government presented to his educational ideals
opened two new private schools that bore his name brigham young academy in provo
and brigham young college in logan with the idea

sacred and secular learning

of protecting the saints fusion of

the addition of these private institutions

however did not

address the concerns of the federal government and the pressure to create secular schools
only increased over the next few decades culminating with the edmunds

tucker act of

1887 in which congress decreed that all church property valued over 50000 be seized
and turned over for the support

of the territorial schools additionally supervision of the

132

132miton
milton
and education salt lake city LDS
MIton
wlton lynn bennion mormonism andeducation
witon
39 as quoted in wilkinson and skousen 27
13839
department of education 1939 138
133

iwilkinson
wilkinson and skousen 25
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schools was transferred from the locally elected official to a utah supreme court
appointed commissioner of education effectively ending mormon control of the schools
conrays participated in utahs
it was within this turbulent climate that the corays

educational system but financial difficulties and political pressures were not the only
concerns ofutah educators teachers in early utah were often frustrated by the lack of
stability tuition collection ungraded schools and the general indifference of the public

to the necessity of educating their children

4

A

the attitudes of parents influenced the

minds of their children who occasionally took their schooling less than seriously such

obstacles also affected martha as she taught school she recorded in herjournal
her journal for 1876

frustrated
several days when the students flustra
ted her
set a blast that lifted them 1I

geese

she continued

school is still grinding on gave comer
corner

dont intend to be imposed upon much more by such a set of

girle she received a note of apology
school awful outrageous girls

from the girls committee a few days later

135

although as teachers martha and howard valued education reading marthas
diary leaves the impression that education was still second to survival howard and

martha did teach school several times but they also pursued other more lucrative
occupations

yet

frustrations inherent to her profession and life
even though there were fi

presented its own challenges to her ideals martha continued to champion education until
the end of her life she not only taught school but also served as the only woman on the
original board of trustees at brigham young academy in that capacity martha was part

of the initial group that determined curriculum specifically grappling with the essential
balance between secular and sacred learning in the church sponsored academies

edna dyer marthas granddaughter believed that marthas appointment to the
board of trustees was intended as an apology from brigham young following a
13peterson
Peterson
eterson
13

135

68 69
the limits of learning 6869

135martha
1876 march 15 1876 passim
martha coray diary february 24
241876

148

disagreement over lucy mack smiths biography of her son joseph for which martha
acted as scribe

136

after the saints arrived in utah word reached brigham young that

the manuscript had been published in england without his approval dyer recalled that
when young questioned martha about the book martha was offended by his attitude and

young later accused her of having a fanciful mind prone

unpleasant feelings resulted

to novel writing which in turn distorted the accuracy of the manuscript

137

martha

responded with an explanation of how she actually wrote the manuscript bishop edward

hunter sustained martha and the disagreement almost became a serious issue but all
questions were resolved

later documents do not indicate any ill feelings between

martha and brigham young

1xq
1311

circumstances
stan ces attending her appointment it is clear from
regardless of the circum
circumstan

marthas later journal entries that a feeling of respect existed between herself and
president young marthas letter to brigham young accepting the position on the board
aiso clarified her feelings towards president young
also

id for the honor conferred in calling me
accept my heart felt thanks ist
nd for the
yourself to assist in establishing the B Y academy ad22d
consideration of my poor thought upon our home chemistry last but not
least for your permission to ask you by letter for instructions pertaining to
matters of the academy 1I1 have only to say that your name being named
upon the institution and it being one of your own creation 1I am mainly
desirous to know your will and that shall be my pleasure in everything
touching this establishment

imdyer
yer incidents about martha coray

1

137biscourse
discourse of brigham young 8 may 1865 wellsville utah territory
brigham young papers as discussed in charles D tate jr s article howard and
nauvoo
martha jane knowlton coray of
ofnauvoo in regional studies in latter day saint
church history ed H dean garrett provo utah department of church history and
doctrine brigham young university 1995 343
138a
A letter from martha explained the circumstances that led

to the premature and
see martha coray to brigham

unauthorized publication of mother smiths manuscript
young 13 june 1865 HBLL the process of transcription is also described in tate
howard and martha 343

149

wih be gratefully
win
her letter any correction of my ideas will
she noted at the end of
other
received

139

ill feelings between martha and
lii
iii
such a response indicated that any HI

brigham young had been resolved and that martha was eager to follow the counsel of the
prophet of the latter day saint church

even before her appointment as trustee martha kept brigham young informed
about the educational needs of the women in the territory after her own daughter died in
childbirth martha wrote to president young about the need for better trained midwives in

utah A year later it was announced by bathsheba W smith that president young had
requested that three young women from every

dement be trained as a midwife

140
40

As part of
her appointment to the board of trustees martha was specifically
other

assigned to represent the needs of the young women who attended brigham young

academy

141

brigham young felt strongly that women should be educated and trained in

an occupation

he told the female relief societies

there are many women who would make excellent mathematicians as
well as any man and they ought to have the privilege of studying and
developing the powers with which they are endowed women should not
only raise babies and make beds but study law and physics to benefit
society at large 142

while it is tempting to view brigham youngs efforts to encourage womens
education as a reflection of the nineteenth century womans
comans movement they must be
139

139martha
martha

coray to brigham young 10 april 1876 HBLL
BBLL

woman s exponent 2 july 15
40womans
1873 27 the connection between marthas
151873
doman
letter and brigham youngs decision to train women to assist in childbirth was also noted
jill
in women of covenant jlii
till mulvay derr janath russell cannon and maureen
ursenbach beecher women of covenant the story of relief society salt lake city
log
106 bathsheba W smith was the general relief society
deseret book co 1992 106.
president from november 10 1901 september 201910
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14emest
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years 4 vols provo utah brigham young university press 19751976
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judged by a different standard brigham young often equated education with gaining a
trade thus emphasizing the practical importance of education

143

young truly believed in

the importance of constant improvement and development in the individual but always
with the building of the kingdom of god in mind

the end of utahs isolation and

youngs desire for economic independence required that some women enter nontraditional occupations

yet the new possibilities were always within what young

considered appropriate boundaries women were to become bookkeepers so that the men
would be free to perform more physically demanding labor

brigham young academy had many female students from its beginning and
martha was to act as a mouthpiece for their interests however marthas assignments on
the board of trustees varied and included serving on the executive committee the
auditing committee and the committee for rules and by
laws
bylaws

the executive committee

was responsible for the physical accommodations necessary to run a school in the board
minutes for december 441875
1875 the executive committee stated that the opening

of the

academy would have to be postponed for a few weeks to allow for the completion of a
few essential repairs to the buildings particularly the completion

of a fence in marthas

1875
journal we read that her boys worked on the academy fence from december 24
241875

1876 demonstrating marthas active participation in academy affairs
through january 111876

her involvement in the academy include several motions made by
other evidences of
other

martha during board meetings including the self serving motion to hire her nephew

warren dusenburry as the first acting principal of the academy

the minutes record

marthas frequent participation making motions as often as any of the male members
martha was honored for her dedication to brigham young academy by having two
wings of the provo tabernacle filled with adademystudents
fa
academy students during her funeral
neral

143

ibid 7 april 1873 JD 1617

the pall

151

bearers were also selected from among this group

144

their attendance at the funeral

suggests that martha was well respected by all connected with the academy

during the years following its benefactors death martha championed the cause
ofbrigham
of
brigham young academy as it faced severe financial trials martha solicited
monetary assistance from several sources she wrote a letter to george Q cannon a
counselor to both brigham young and his successor john taylor complaining about the
lack of support given to the academy and cannon published it as an editorial in the

juvenile instructor in the letter martha stated that brigham young academy was
struggling to accomplish the greatest good with the smallest means and that the current
success of the institution was due mainly to their unflinching trust in god
with a call to israel to pay more attention to how close principles

she finished

of faith honor and a

deep desire for general intelligence cling to the scholar even after leaving brigham

young academy

145

in this letter to george Q cannon martha not only sought help for the academy
but she also reiterated the idea espoused by church leaders that it was important to
combine mormon theology with secular education she had held this belief for some
time as demonstrated by an earlier letter to brigham young describing her philosophy
education

my principle in education has been gods laws of religion first mans laws

and science of every attainable kind and as much as possible but
of honor and morality 2nd

lastly in forming a permanent base for character and hope of future salvation

146

comparing martha
manthass educational philosophies with the deed of trust signed by the
marthas

board members to organize the school demonstrates that marthas views regarding
education paralleled those of
ofbrigham young
brigham
1447erritorial
territorial enquirer provo
145
141

1880

the deed mandates that

188 1
211881
utah december 21

editorial thoughts juvenile instructor salt lake city 15 5 march

54

bartha
lantha
iartha coray to brigham young
lartha

146

of

146martha
Martha

10 1876
april 101876
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152

reading penmanship orthography grammar geography and mathematics
together with other useful subjects and old testament new testament
book of mormon and doctrine and covenants the standard books of the
church should be read and their doctrine inculcated no books that speak
lightly of the divine mission of christ or of the prophet joseph smith are
147
allowed or ideas antagonistic to the principles of the gospel

yet exactly how these two were to be combined had not yet been established
martha wrote to brigham young regarding the requirements of the deed asking does
not the deed require the sacred book mentioned to be taken up as a study in the same way
as the sciences mentioned

in trying to ascertain to what extent the doctrines of the

LDS church were to be formally included in the school curriculum she recommended

that a class in ancient history be taught in conjunction with church doctrines she
believed that this class would particularly benefit young men called on missions she had
even found a chart that simultaneously presented biblical and profane history that she
suggested be purchased for the course

furthermore she suggested that all other classes be imbued with the principles of
the gospel as far as the subject matters would allow this she believed would fulfill her
understanding of youngs desire to create a strong group of young people who as martha
said would never be lowered before the strongest assaults of infidelity

AO
148
1

she also

requested that young respond before the boards meeting on saturday marthas
writings demonstrate how brigham young academy was striving to address the attack

upon latter day saint educational philosophies this coupled with the normal school at
the academy which provided many more well trained latter day saint teachers to the

job market helped to lessen the threat posed by the protestant missionary schools and the
intervention of the federal go
government
verment

147by
BY academy board minutes june
148

148martha
mantha
martha

18 1877 HBLL

coray to brigham young april 10
1876
101876
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conclusion

comans rights movement
the womans
had mixed results on utah women

and the demands of utahs religious community

for some the changes had little if any

effect on

their daily lives even for martha coray the new political and occupational
opportunities did little to change her responsibilities as a wife and mother they did
however allow greater latitude in what her contributions to the community could be

marthas legal expertise helped the family acquire land and secure business connections
to the market although the mona irrigation company eventually lost its water rights in
familys fight for water rights her services with
court martha was also essential to her familys
familys dues
the canal company saved the family needed cash as her work replaced the familys

brigham youngs isolationist policies also increased the value of marthas home
produced carpets soap and medicinal oils which also provided extra income for the

coray family finally as utahs educational system came under increased scrutiny from
the federal government marthas ideals and experience were used to help create a private
institution that has preserved latter day saint educational philosophies for over one

twenty five years rhetoric alone could not have provided such dramatic
hundred and twentyfive
social changes for women

caused by thecoming
the coming

but rhetoric combined with the mormon crisis mentality

of the gentiles into utah expanded and elevated the significance of

the contributions utah women made to the kingdom

conclusion
the inscription on marthas tombstone reads while a loiter sic among the
poor she was a teacher of the learned god and nature were her preceptors
preceptory humanity
was her religion and maternal sacrifice her idolatry

7341
354
054

the epitaph

while admittedly

sentimental is actually an accurate and efficient description of marthas life it homes in
learn and though her resources were
her life she loved to leam
on the essential truths of
other
hefe
fife in the pursuit of education for herself her
life
ilfe
always limited she spent much of
her ehfe
other

children and other members of the community

the church of jesus christ of latter

her life was guided by the prophets of

day saints who martha believed were the

spokesmen for god she followed priesthood leadership across the great plains to settle
in utah

territory and cultivate the unbroken soil once there she participated actively in

church sponsored programs intended to build a literal kingdom

of god on the earth she

her energy educating and
also raised eleven children in the territory and spent much of
other
preparing them for whatever their future endeavors might be this brief description
includes the three essential elements of marthas life faith femininity and the frontier
many typical
using a multi cultural framework this thesis has described manytypical

aspects

of life for mormon women for most of them their faith was the greatest

influence on their lives through their conversion process they came to believe that god
had restored

his priesthood to the earth and had ordained a prophet to guide his people

these women generally sacrificed whatever was asked of them in order to follow the
prophets counsel settlement patterns marriage practices and economic ventures were

provo city cemetery provo utah punctuation added
155

156
all guided by church doctrine and the religious communitys needs

in order to follow their faith many women separated themselves geographically

if not emotionally from family members some were forcibly removed from their
homes while others willingly sold their belongings to cross the plains and settle in the

desert

the first women to arrive in utah lived in wagons and sod homes

adobe or log homes and eventually into permanent structures

moving up to

the mormon settlers lost

arid farms while
their ardd
and
crops to grasshoppers and crickets and learned to irrigate their

conditions improved as settlements became established the mormon frontier was ever
expanding to include new colonies so women again packed their belongings and moved

wherever the prophet sent them to raise whatever crops were needed by the mormon
people

but amidst the dirt and difficulties of their new homes mormon women tried
their best to make improvements As soon as possible they were adding small comforts

to their homes planting flowers and establishing schools these women did not forget
re
the standards of respectability that existed in the east they sought to reestablish
establish
genteel society and instill good republican values in their children As utah territory
became more populated and less economically isolated fulfilling domestic ideals and
achieving a middle class identity became the goal of most families completing the

patterns of their northeastern counterparts mormon women were reorganized
re
organized into a

womens organization the relief society under the auspices of the relief society
mormon women served the poor but they also took on new roles requested by brigham

young they began to store grain establish cooperative stores and raise silk worms
some went beyond the mission of the relief society to enter into learned professions

this picture though generally accurate

is not enough to understand mormon

women yes they sacrificed as a whole but some more than others yes they faithfully

157

followed their prophet but some complained more than others some had happy
marriages and some did not

this paper has tested the generalities against the details of

one womans
comans life that of martha jane knowlton coray she

of course fit more easily

into some parts of this framework than others she was committed to

the church of

jesus christ of latter day saints that much is clear and yet she and howard were
hive polygamy martha and howard spent many years
five
unsuccessful in their attempt to live

farming and yet martha loathed returning to the isolation and gloom
unfriendly ET

2

of lifeless

martha loved being a mother and grandmother As her children grew

well being when many of them had reached
fam ilys economic wellbeing
they contributed to the familys

adulthood and married martha began new rather daring economic ventures although
she was interested in womans
churchs
comans rights issues her pursuits were also aided by the churche
emphasis on the united order home industries and brigham

youngs desire to create

private religious schools throughout the territory

marthas life emphasizes the truth that women create their own experiences
somewhere in between the articulated ideals just because priesthood leaders encouraged
polygamy doesnt mean that every couple rushed out to participate in this radical new

religious practice just because brigham young encouraged women to develop their
skills and talents

doesnt mean that mormon women took jobs outside the home and

rushed offto universities in large numbers although their beliefs were probably the
most defining characteristic

of most mormon women

it does not necessarily follow that

every precept was followed with exactness or to the logical extreme furthermore many

mormon women came from europe a few even came from the south pacific these
women brought entirely different cultural values with them when they came to utah
creating unique experiences for them

2

for this reason 1I have sought to study one life

BBLL
martha coray diary 4 march 1856 HBLL
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within the context of existing historical theories

this paper though thorough in its study of several aspects ofmarthas life
completely ignores other interesting and essential components constrained by space and
existing documents 1I selectively chose to examine certain areas of both her public and

private life 1I loved martha because she allowed me to test a wide range of activities
within the parameters established for mormon women 1I was able to look at her family
life economic life academic life and religious life finding commonalities with other

her life
women and consistencies with prophetic counsel discovering that much of
other
resembled the general picture that historians have painted about mormon women but
even though martha was unique in the breadth of activities she engaged in her life does

not exemplify all of the possibilities for women in utah in particular the details of the
lings are absent from marthas
wranglings
womans
comans rights movement suffrage and political wrang

writings although there is evidence that she was interested in such topics marthas
diaries hold little information about the relief society one of the major aspects of

religious life for mormon women furthermore 1I would have liked to have included

more of
her family and their activities and feelings 1I also would have liked to have
other
discussed womens health issues and class issues within territorial utah that were evident
in marthas life

after studying martha 1I began to think about how status was affected

by personal connections wealth priesthood callings and perceived religious devotion

while there is much to be done I1 am glad for what martha has taught me As 1I
compared her life to those of other typical mormon women and northeastern women I1
learned that it takes more than a prophetic decree to enlarge ones sphere it takes self
determination intelligence and often the support of ones family I1 also learn
learned
e d that

ones sphere can usually be as large as an individual wants it to be 1I hope that she is

159

happy now that her warfare in this world ended so that she with her family and
friends would be associated in a peaceful state

3

martha coray diary

5

of eternal rest

march 1856 HBLL
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