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introduction

abraham owen smoot was one of the stalwarts of the mormon church he

was a staunch supporter from the days of persecution in missouri and illinois
until his death in 1895 0 As his leadership ability became evident he was en-

trusted with increasingly important responsibilitieso in salt lake and later
in provo he was a leader in civic ecclesiastical 9 and economiconomicgnomic affairs many

times his efforts as foster father of the brigham young academy kept that strug-
gling institution from closing its doorsodoorsdooroo few men exerted as great an influ-
ence on the early development of otahutah as did A oo00 smootsmoote only brief sketches
have been written about this leader until the present time his story is one

that deserves to be told to tell it is the purpose of this thesis
the search for material about his life occupied several hours per day

for a period of four or five monthsomonthsmontoso three months were spent in full time

researchresearchorese thearcho majornajor portion of this research was conducted in the church

historians library in salt lake and in the library of brigham younkyoung university
provoprove utahutahoitaho materials were also found at the utah state historical society
the genealogical society of utah the sugar house public library the provo

library and the recorders offices of salt lake city and provo city former

associates and members of the family have been interviewed for facts about the

life of mr smoot

many sources have been consulted in the search for materialomaterialmaterialemater booksialolaiolaie
contained only brief biographical sketches or occasional discussions about his
associations with various institutionsoinstitutionsinstitution newspapers provided some details about
interesting personal incidents his participation in major publiopublic events or
occasional reports of a speech at a conference of his stakeostakestaked

an attempt has been made to consult original sources as much as possible
thousands of pages of hand littenwrittenlitvenwrit minutetenven books were searched for items reveal-
ing the influence which ae oo00 smoot exerted in rebuilding the peoples faith
formulating plans for city and church growth stirring the people up to action
or launching a new projectprojectoprojects unpublished sources have provided modtmootmost oforthethe
material for this thesis
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one appraisal of ao 0 smoot declared that his influence on utah was

second only to that of briehanbrigham youngoyoung to show the extent of that influence
various avenues of his life have been examinedoexaminedexamine his efforts to stimulate the
people spiritually and religiously have been studiedostudiedstu hisdiedo attempts at civic
improvement and industrial and business expansion have been tracedotracedtracado his attit-
ude and philosophy toward the whole area have been shownoshownshorno

in addition to showing his farfaxfatrat reaching influence on the area this
study has attempted to describe his interesting life to show him as more than
just a cog in the machinery of progress to point out that he was a man with
problems to solve and imperfections to overcomeoovercomeovercomes I1 have endeavored to show

that the great motivating forces of his life were a love for humanity and a

deep devotion to his churchochurchcharcho

to preserve the natural quality about his life the events have been

set forth to a great extent in chronological order just as he lived them

this served the additional purpose of showing the complicated course of his
later life and the great ability which he had in integrating these varied
avenues of activity 0

A departure from this order seemed wise in some instances for the sake

of greater unity when brother smoot discussed doctrinal matters or expressed

his attitudes about life such material has sometimes been grouped together
without respect to timetimcotincotineo also in some instances isolated activities have been

placed with related activity when greater continuity was achieved without dis-
tortion of the eventsevent so
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reproduced through the courtesy of the sons of the utah pioneers

abrahamabrahm owen smootsnoot from a portrait by
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CHAPTER I1

TBETHE FAMILY AND ANCESTRY OF ABRAHAABRAHAM OVIEN SMOOT

to discover the origin of the name smoot and of those who bore it we

must search back into thirteenth century iiollandohollandhoiland there we indfindrind living upon his
feudal estates near the town of S gravenhageGraven inhage the province of zuid holland a

vassal of thebhe count of holland at this period of time family names were being
adopted by the people of western europeeuropeo just why this vassal adopted the name

smout remains a puzzling question especially when one considers that the term

in the dutch language means lard or more literally grease

in spite of the unsavory name the family prospered with the passage of

timetimeo the men in the family often devoted themselves to public service and com-

bat 9

0 0 during which one distinguished himself sufficiently to be granted by
the reigning count of holland the privilegeprivilep of using arms at first the
emblem was a plain black crescent painted on the metal shield of the senior
member of the household but gradually the emblem became more complex as
the institution of heraldry advancedadvance

the ousecrescent 0thus became the symbolic emblem of the houseeouse of smout and
thus served as the basis for the later and more modified coatofarmscoatzoat armsamsarnsanns inof
which the background of the shield remained gold with three black crescents

As the family progressed some of its members becamebecane enriched through in-
dustry and commercecoracorm andindananereenerce with this prosperity came increased prestige and inter-
marriage with the nobles and gentry houses of the provinceprovinceoprovincesProvinfrovin atattheceo the beginning of
the fifteenth century one of these married into the higher circles andmd there-
after established his seat at rotterdam at this same time the practice of
quartering arms became popular among the nobility and this gentleman was granted
permission to bear the emblems of his maternal ancestry thus we have the smoutsscouts
of rotterdam with the unicorn shells and bars but still retaining the identity

l1iaxrylarry wright newmanmewmannewnan the smootsmootssnootsnoots s of maryland and virginia washington
D GC harryearry wright newrnannevwnanNewrn 19561936an introduction p xiiixiiio
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of the original symbols of his paternal line in the first quarter of his armsatms

the record is incomplete from this time until william smout or smutesaute was

settled in london in the seventeenth centurycenturyo the activity and movements of his
immediate ancestors is not clearelear

0 0 one can only assume that he was one of the younger sons of a noble
house and for that reason he became a constructoronstructorconstructor of watercraftswater butcrafts one
cannot dispute the facts that Williwilliam smutesaute of pickawaxonPicka marylandwaxon had
the name and all the tradition of the dutch house of smout it has been
handed down from revolutionaryprerevolutionarypre members of the family that the smoots
of maryland bore a coatofarmscoat andof thatarms there was a reindeer on it

like most early colonial families the name was spelled in several
different forms on the early records the most commoncormon and earliestearlies was

but other variations found were smut snot smoote smouth and
finally smoot but somesone who migrated south used smoote as late as the war
between the states

william smutesaute was the first member of the family to come to america it
is from this gentleman that we trace the line of descent to abraham owen smoot

one genealogist in speaking of william declares that we do not know whether he

was born in scotland on the continent or in englandJSn heelandeglandoklande is likewise uncertain
concerning wilawnswilliamslAwns birth listing it about the year 1596 or the year 159715970

on

3

the other hand we find this more exact assertion
william smoot progenitor of the smoot family of maryland kentucky

and utah was probably born in hollandhollandohollandaHoleol thelando surname is derived from the
dutch name of smout or smoudtshoudt and a family bearing this name has been
traced back to thebhe yearyean 1500 0 in professional civic and social lifeliffeilfelaffe it
was counted among the strong families of holland

according to an affidavit made by william smoot in 1652 wherein he
states his age as 569 he was born in 15961596e T

according to thebhe custom of the times when william reached his late teens
he was apprenticed in a trade to train in the ship building craft until he had

reached a sufficient degree of skill to be accepted into thebhe industry the
normal practice in europe in that day was to take up the trade which had been
hereditary in the familyfamilyofamilio the fact that liehelleile chose to become a designer and a
builder of boats indicates that his early life was spent near the seacoast and

adds another thread to his dutch origin
this choice of occupation may well be considered one of the most im-

portant factors in determining the future course of the life of william smoot

and his descendantsdescendantsodescend thisantso work led him to the following circumstances

ibidoebido introduction xiv
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ofvioffi1arginiavirginiarginia for in one of the record folios in the land office at
annapolis maryland is a record that william smoot transported himself grace

his wife thomas richard elizabeth ann and alice his children elizabeth wood

the daughter of his wife and amann woodnotwoodlotWood anot maidservant at his own expense into
maryland about april 6 164601646

pnewman1newman QJa c

abennett3bennett

sometime during the year 16 william smutesaute was in london when he as
a member of the boatwright guild agreed to perform 50 days of work in
virginia for colonel thomas burbageoburbageBurb itageo was this contract no doubt which
changed his destiny from being a progenitor of a relatively provincial
family in englandJin toglandgiand one which subsequently attained in some branchesbrancbrand ofhes
wealth andana position in america

in keeping with this agreementagreements william smoot set sail sometime after
16 for america to perform his fifty days of labor the exact date of his
arrival in the new land remains unknownounknownunknowunknowns ilehellelie first settled in hampton york

county virginiavirginiaovirginiaaVirgi theniao first mention of his name in public records is that of

february 24 184218429 when he was granted for the transportation of eight persons

into virginia 1400 acres of land in the countiegountiecountlcounte ofi yorkee near the head of ymbertymberamber
2

creek on the gorthworthnorth side of charles river nearneaz the land of mr minifeeiminifee t also
the records for that year show that he was taxed for four hundred acres of land

there not only was william smoot a supporter of the area by taxation but he

also bore arms in the defense of his newly adopted landlandolande he served in exped-
itions against the chickahominy and pamunkypamunkey indians and for this service was

awarded six hundred pounds of tobacco a
4

perhaps thetche pastures of maryland appearedappe greeneraredaxed to william snootsmoot than

the pastures of

the records also reveal on june 12 1647 he

was given a patent for three hundred acres of land near the mouth of herring
creek in consideration that william smoote hath transported himselfehim hisselfe wife
and two children into our province of maryland in the yearyean 1646 to plant and

inhabit there
the apparent discrepancy in the two records one mentioniongmentio twoniong children

and the other five children must be explained on the basis that liehehieile made a return
trip with the remainder of his family 0 the record listing five children further
states for this he applied in 1652 for four hundred acres and smootlySmootly a
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tract of that size was surveyed for him on jan 25 1652 which was situated on

the west side of the wicomicoWico rivermveroaveromico here he made his hommedhorned

william smoot continued active in acquiring landoland he transported a

number of people into the colony for which he received tracts of landoland he con-

tinued in his profession of boatright and built and sold a number of boats during

this period liehelleile is described as a man of great energy and indomitable will
power upon arriving in america liehelleile associated from the very first with men

of the highest social and financial levels
following down the ancestral line of abraham owen smoot we next come to

thomas the oldest son of william thomas was born in about the year 16541634 prob-

ably in york county virginiavirginiaovirginiaaVirgi itniao will be remembered that thomas was one of the
children whom william transported to maryland in 1646 in maryland thomas became

an extensive planter and office holder in charles countyocounty in this county he held
the office of sheriff which was considered an honor held only by those of high

social position in early colonial daysodacso

thomasthonas married jane batten a sister of captain william batten and a son

named william was born to them in charles county maryland on october 5030 1671

williams second wife eleanor bore a son john after her husbands deathdeaths
john was born in westmoreland county virginia in 170701707 john married sarah
last name unknown and they moved to sto marys county marylandomarylandMary herelando in

5
about 1742 a son george was born to them george married anne beale and be-

fore the year 1765 a son was bomborn whom they named george after his fatherfatherofathera
this

6

second george smoot was born in st marysmaitsmarts county maryland but he

possessed land in culpepper county virginiaovirginiavirginiaaVirgivirgl thisniao land he sold irlinirilri about 17951793

and shortly thereafter in company with his father migrated to franklin county

kentuckyKentuck hereye he met ann rowlettowlettIt the daughter of william rowletthewlettrewlett and jemimajemina

owenoweno they were married in 180601806 george is described as a physician and attor-
ney 0 he died in 18251823 or 1824 after six children were born to him and his wifeowifewiredifeo
his son abraham owen smoot the subject of this biographyography was baptized for his
father in the endowment house in salt lake city on september 8 187018700 he also
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did the work for his grandfather and his uncles reed smoot and john smoot on

the same day georgesgeorge daughterdaught martishia smoot was baptized in behalf of her
aunts sarah smoot and mary smootsmootosmoote

fromprom the time william smoot first landed in america heliellehie and later members

of his family became prominent in the affairs of the areas where they lived A

study of their wills shows that they often acquired considerable amounts of prop-

erty 0 frequently a number of slaves would be listed as part of the property
passed on to their heirs which fact would place them among the more prosperous

of the people where they livedolived
ann rowletthewlettrewlett the wife of george smoot had an uncle of considerable dis-

tinction this gentleman colonel abraham owen was a prominent pioneer law-

maker and soldier of kentuckyokentuckyKentuck heyo was an aidedecampaide tode generalcamp william henry

harrison who later became president of the united statesstate so during his last
military exploit colonel owen met death in leading the charge against the

indians of tecumseh abat the famous battle of tippecanoe in november of 181101811
his loss was sufficiently felt that the legislature of kentucky observed a period
of mourning in december 1811 for the colonel and the heroes who died at tippe
canoeocanoecanoed when a new county was to be named it was named owen county in honor of
the dead heroohero also the little town of owentonawenton within owen county was named

after himohimhin
an interesting relationship comes from the fact that colonel owens

sister was general stonewall jacksons mother and abraham oo00 smootssmoothsnoots great aunt

thus making stonewall jackson and abraham oo00 smoot second cousins 0

it is not at all surprising to find that slightly more than three years

after the famous battlebattie of tippecanoe and the death of colonel owen george and

annam smoot should name their infant son abraham owen after his illustrious great
uncle 0 we shall see that as the years pass by young ao oe 11 added still more

distinction to an already honored namenameonanecameo

ennettbennett the smoot family 11 opcitog XXV july 1954 po II11 0
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abraham owen smoot was born february 17 1815 in owentonawentonOw franklinenton

county later owen county after the formation of a new county kentucky e speak-

ing of his infancy and early years mrero smoot said from my early childhood

almost from my infancy I1 was afflicted with a awlung1w disease y and supposed to be

in consumptionoconsumptionconsumptionsconsumpt indeediono I1 was so bad a great deal of the time that my life was
2despaired ofeofo

when young owen as he appears to have been called in his boyhood was

about seven years of age he moved with his parents to south western kentuckyokentuckyKentuck

this
yo

would have been in 1822 scarcely two years before his father died his
father with a background as a physician and lawyerlavvyerlavayer undoubtedlydoubtedlylulLui had considerable
influence in moulding the character of this boy even at so young an ageo

misfortune seemed to be his lot in these early days for his health
continued pooropoorbooro little time had elapsed after the passing of his father when

smoot ohoopo cito p 17017ito
2
ibido9 po 18

CHAPTER II11

EARLY libeLIKELDMllee ANDAKD missionary SERVICE TO THE FALL OF FAR WEST

perhaps the most fitting introduction for the life of abraham owen smoot

is that which comes from his own pen

my life has been an exceedingly active busy one but when my experience
is compared with that of nanymany of my brethren there is perhaps nothing very
extraordinary about it I1 have seen the power of god manifested in various
ways and have had all the testimonies that I1 could ask for of the divine
character of the work instituted through joseph smith with which I1 have
been connected for almost half a century but I1 have never seen anything
that I1 could call very miraculous nor have I1 sought for anythingarwthi of the
kind as an evidence of the truth of gods workworko to me everything has seemed
to come along naturally 0 and yet when all things areaxeace considered my whole
life might be regarded as miraculous when I1 reflect upon the precarious
condition of my health when I1 was a boy and the indulgence with which I1
was then treated and then upon what I1 have been enabled to endure and ac-
complish through the blessings of god since there is something rather re-
markable about it to meoneo
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he recordedlyrecordedyrecordedrecor whendedy I1 was about nine years old my death seemed so imminent that my

burial clothes were madernadcemaaernadle however I1 rallied somewhat but not to be able to do

any work I1 had a great desire to live 0 0 0

after the death of her husband mrs smoot married mre levi taylor and

lived with him and their family in henry countycountyecountie in 1828 when owen wasvas thirteen
years old the family moved across the border into tennessee and settled on the

blood riverfilverrilver in benton county where they established their honeohomehonebone

it was here that ao oo00 smoot grew to manhood 0 although he remainedrema

sickly
ned

he must have been observant and learned many things that later enabled
him to guide wagon trains across the great distance from winter quartersquarternQuar totersterp
utahoutahitaho he grew up with little formal schoolingoschoolingschoo hislingo background was that of a

farmerfanner and a backwoodsmanobackwoodsmanbackwoods perhapsmano his lack of physical activity in these early
years lead him to greater mental activity and emphasized the importance of apply-

ing practical wisdomowisdoinwisdoms he developed the ability to size up the whole situation
and to make decisions that stood him in good stead for his later duties as a

pioneer leader
tadtthdt the home on blood river was a fine christian dwelling we know by

the fine deeds performed therein and the friendly hospitality extended by its
members 0 until 18 the parents and family of A oo00 smoot had not belonged to
any church but now with the arrival of mormonMonnon missionaries his mother her hus-

band and most of the family became members of the ohurchochurch A oo00 smoot chose

to embrace this new faith alsoaiso but let him tell his own story e

I1 had a great desire to live and also to know if the lord had a church
upon the earth and I1 investigated the various doctrines professed by those
with whom I1 ce uneirneitne in contact but could never feel satisfied to join any of
the religious sectssecfcsoseets

when I1 attained my twentieth year and while I1 was still very sickly
elders david W patten and warren parrish visited the part where I1 resided
as missionaries and I1 became convincedcm ofvinced the correctness of the doctrines
which they taught and embraced the same being baptized by elderkidereldeneidenhiderbider parrish and
confirmed by elder pattenpattenogatteno brother patten in confirming me promised that
I1 should be healed of my infirmity and become a strong and powerful manomannano
this prediction was verified to the letter I1 began to grow strong immed-
iately

this important event in the life of ap oo00 smoot occurred on march 22

1835 before and after this day 5 the homehoinehone of levi taylor was a stopping place
for the missionaries 0 wilford woodruff was a frequent visitor at this welcome

fireside while on his missionary tours during the thirties 0
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it was young abraham 0 snootsmoot who became the leader for this little
roupgroupkroup of converts on the blood river his staunch faith and leadership ability
were early recognized in less than two short months after his baptism he was

ordained to the office of deacon and placed in charge of the blood river branch
which had been raised up by elders patten and parrishPax

accepting ht
rish

this religion brought with it new experiences and friends
As has been mentioned the home of his step father becamebecane the headquarters for
the missionaries who labored in the area after elder patten returned to kirtl-

and elder wilford woodruff became a companion for elder warren parrish soon

elder parrish also returned to kirtland leaving brotherbrothen woodruff alone as a

missionaryomissionaryamissionario
on the fifth of august elder woodruff had an appointment at the home

of brother taylor thetche step father of A oo00 smoot in order to arrive there
heliellehie had to swim his horse across the blood riverrived which was in flood stage because

of the heavy rains both horse and rider became entangled in a tree top in the
passwpassagepasow and almost drowned he finally succeeded in freeing the horse from the

branches and both swain to the opposite shore separately the horse waited for
the rider and after mounting elder woodruff directed him to the appointed desti

2nation and a good meeting was held this experience and others marked the
beginning of an association between woodruff aridandarld smoot that was to last for
nearly sixty yearsoyeaxspearsoyeats

wilford woodruff writes in his journal closed the labors of the year

1851835918559 by eating johnny cake butter and honey at brother ao 0 smoots
these two brethren continued in close association throughout much of the year
1856 woodruff continues to record in his journaljournals

I1 spent the fore part of january 18618361856 the weather being very cold
at the house of A oo00 smoot in kentucky studying kirkhamsKirk englishhailshajishalls grammar

I1 continued to travel and preach in kentucky and tennessee and baptized all
that would believe my testimonytesti 4morlymotly

this was evidently a study and training period for A oe smoot because in
the near future liehelleile also embarked upon his missionary labors again it is the pen

of wilford woodruff which furnished us the account of this event
on the 26th of offebruaryfebruary we held a conference at the house of brother

lewis clapp father of bi le clapp there were represented one hundred
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and three members in that mission I1 ordained ae oe smoot and benjamin
boyston eiderselders and daniel thomas and benjaminbenjambenjanin lo10 clapp priestPrie I1stiT also
ordained one teacher and two deaconsDea

after
oonscons

conference I1 took brothers smoot and clapp with me to preachpreachopreachy
the formerfonner traveled with me constantly till the 21st of april when we
had the privilege of meeting with elder david wo patten who had gomepome

direct from kirtland and who had been ordained one of the twelve apostles
it was a happy meetingsmeetingomeetingmee ilehellelietingo gave us an account of the endowments at

kirtland the glorious blessings received the ministrations of angels
the organization of the twelve apostles and seventies 0e 01

such news would be welcome indeed to these missionaries eager for any

information about the cause to which they were so devoted
A oe smoot was soon thoroughly settled in the missionary harness

missionary work was carried on steadily with conferences helaheia every few weeks

the conference held at the house of seth utley at chalk level benton county

tennesseeonTennesse mayeon 28 and 29 shows that smoot still remained in charge of the

little branch at blood river elder abraham 0 smoot represented the blood
2river branch consisting of 10 members in good standingsstandingostandingstan 112

dindodingo

at the close of this conference wilford woodruff and A 0 smoot labored
in kentucky over a circuit of several hundred milesomilesmileno elders david W patten
and warrendWarren parrish labored in tennessee and they all met in a conference at
the damon creek branch on june 9 18561836 0

3 these days brought wonderful experi-
ences and growth to ae oo00 smoot wilford woodruff describes the activity as
they met togethergethersto

0 persecution raged against usouseus elder patten bore a strong and forcible
testimony of the work of godgoa and when we were opposed by mobs he would
rebuke them in great plainness we were threatened but not injured 0 the
sick were healed under ouroaroanoun administrations 0

one of these early experiences made a lasting impression on the mind

of A 0 smootsmootosmoote he saw the reactions of a man who had literally been with
the devil 0 when the new apostle david wo patten returned from kirtland on

april 21 he made his home with levi taylor the step father of ao 0 smoot

he was returning from one of the near by towns when he had a most remarkable
experience 0

we are indebted to the clear memory of A oo00 smoot for the account which
he gave to president smith in a letter many years after it happened
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presidentpresidentjosephjoseph Ffo smith salt lake citycityscites
dear brothenbrothersbrother in relation to thebhe subject of the visit of caingain to david

wo patten in the state of tennessee about which you wrote to me I1 will say
that according to the best of my recollection it was in the month of septem-
ber 185501183511835.1

it was in the evening justjast twilight when brother patten rode up to my

fathers house alighted from his mule and came into the house the family
immediately observed that his countenance was quite changedochangedchangelochan mygedo mother hav-
ing first noticed his changed appearance said brother patten are you
sickasick9 he replied that he was not but had met a very remarkable personage
who had represented himself as being cain who murdered his brother abelabelo
he went on to tell the circumstances as near as I1 can recall in the follow-
ing languages

As I1 was riding along the road on my mule I1 suddenly noticed a very
strange personage walking beside me he walked along beside me for about
two milesmilemlle so his head was about even with my shoulders as I1 sat in the saddlesaddie
he wore no clothing but was covered with hair his skin was very dark
I1 asked him where he dwelt and he replied that he had no home that he was
a wanderer in the earth and traveled to and frofroobroo he said he waswes a very
miserable creature that he hadhd earnestly sought death during his sojourn
upon the earth but that he could not diedle and his mission was to destroy
the souls of men about the time he expressed himself thus I1 rebuked him
in the name of the lord jesus christ and by virtue of the holy priesthood
and commanded him to go hence and he immediately departed out of my sight 0

when he left me I1 found myself near your house 0
9

there was much conversation about the circumstances between brother
patten and my family which I1 dont recall but the date is to the vestlestbestyest of
my recollection and I1 think it is correct but it may possibly have been in
the spring of 18561836 but I1 feel quite positive that the former date is rightoright

youryoumyourfriendfriend and brotherbrotherybrocheryBro

aoA

themythery
oo000 smoot2smootesmoot

evidently

2

ao oo00 smoot had a stronger faith in god than he had fear of

the devil for this knowledge of one of satans workers failed to deter his
future missionary effortseffortsofortsoef

traveling in tennessee as a missionary companion to apostle patten was

a faith promoting experience for elder smootsmoote

repredepre senteddented

hewashelas

correctscorrectq

thatheteathe
brother pattens exercise of the

gift of healing so impressed brother smoot that he declared I1 think elder
david wo patten possessed the gift of healing to a greater degree than any man

I1 ever associated with to a womanawomanacoman who had been ill111lilliiiii for five years and bed

ridden for one elder patten said in the name of jesus christ arisellarisentariseltar heiselt
rebuked her disease andaridarld remembering her seven years of childless marriage
promised her that she would bear childrenchildreuochildre she immediately walked one half
milemlle to be baptizedaptizedbaptized and was healed from that timeotime she bore a child within a

year and several children thereafter thus fulfilling the promise made by elder

since patten was in kirtland until the twentyfirsttwenty offirst aprileaprilpapril the
spring of 18618361856 is accepted as being the correct datedateoaate

2lycurgus Acurgus ao wilson life of david wo patten salt lake city utah
deseret news 1900 po 50515051050 51o51
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pattenpattens
brother smootsnoot describes his own healing at the hands of elder patten

I1 was myself healed under his administration in a manner which appeared
to me very remarkable at that time while traveling I1 was taken very sick
and was forced to seek entertainment at the house of an infidel elder
patten was desirous of administering to me and by way of a pretext asked
the privilege of praying his request was granted and he knelt beside the
bed upon which I1 was lying and without the family noticing it placed his
hand upon my head while his hand was upon me 1 felt the disease pass off
from my system as palpably as I1 ever experienced anything in my life and
before he arose from his kneesikneeskneese I1 was as well as I1 ever had been and able
to arise and eat my supper

during this period wilford woodruff and A CL smoot shared one of those
experiences which draw men closer together

on the 18th of july brother A 0 smoot and I1 arrived at a ferry on the
tennessee river and as the ferryman was not at home the woman kindly gave
us permission to use the ferryboat we led our horses on board and took
the oars to cross the riverzivertiver brother smoot had never used an oar and I1
had not for some years so we made awkward work of it soon he broke one
oar and I1 let another fall overboard which left us only one broken oar to
get to shore with we narrowly escaped running into a steamboat we struck
shore half a mile below the landing place tied up the boat jumped on the
bank with our horses and went on our way with blisteredisteredbistered handshandis thankful to
get off so welleweilewelloweilowella

struggles with the elements were not the only problems with which the
two missionaries had to contend A satanic spirit had alreadyreadycalcai driven the saints
from jackson county missouri this scmesameacme spirit existed in some degree in the
country round about this spirit of ridicule and persecution was the most

serious obstacle to preaching the gospel elderseiders woodruff andana smoot had preached

at the home of a mrmroamro david
byblybey

crider
a

in
mobmobemobo

weakly

I1

county

baptizedbapti

tennesseeTer

mrbedsed

andcandmessee

grider

were

amid

threatened

the scoffs of the rabble who went in the night
and poisoned both of our horses the one which I1 rode belonging to bro
samuel west died two days afterwards brother smootssmoothssnoots recovered the swine
that ate of the horse flesh also died4diedo4

elders smoot and woodruff continued their labors throughout the months of
july and august until a conference was held at damon creek callowaygalloway countyco

kentucky

guityluity

on september second through the fourthfourths in attendance were apostles
david W patten md thomas be marshmarshemarsho it was no doubt these two brethren who

released smoot and woodruff from their labors andaridanaarld counseled them to go to kirt

smoot early experiences of ao 0 smoot t ORopoope citecitacit9 ppap0 29
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land for their endowments

another six weeks were required to conclude their missionary labors when

elders smoot and woodruff took leave of the kentucky saints andind started for kirtl-

and on october 20 smoot started out in company with wilford woodruff and

jesse turpin they evidently traveled by land to paducah kentucky where they

embarked on october 25 for elder woodruffs first steamboat ride they got off
the steamerstewner it louisville on october 28 and spent the ensuing nineteen days

visiting elder smootssmooth relatives andindanainalna preaching among the people such opportun-
ities to spread the gospel were never passed up continuing their journey they

passed through cincinnati on november 17 and arrived at kirtland on november
2

25 1856918361856 a day of considerable moment in thebhe life of A 0 smoot

As he drew near kirtland he strained his eyes to catch his first glimpse

of the temple which stood for so much in his life he was thrilled in the after-
noon to call upon the leaders including the presidents of the church and finally
to meet thebhe prophet joseph smith for the first time

their greatest joy however was their visit to the temple recordedrecorder for
us by wilford woodruffowoodruffwoodruffeWood

then
ruffo

a more important scene opened to our view than ever kings saw in
this generation it was that of the temple of israels god our visit to
that holy house was to us the crowning event of the day I1 was accompanied
by brothers abraham oo00 smoot and warren parrishPax eachrishdish apartmentqpartmen of the
temple was visited in turn4

As the new arrivals entered the upper rooms they saw the four egyptian
mummies and were especially thrilled to see the papyrus scroll written by

abraham of oldoldoolaoia they were interested in many other sights in the upper story
and belfrey and were everywhere impressed by manifestations of divine wisdomowisdomwisdoms

two

5

days laterater on sunday november 27 9 elders smoot and woodruff were

accompaniedaccompaniedby by elder warren parrishfarrish as they retired to the house of the lord
for thebhe purpose of worshippingshippingwor for the first time they saw a congregation
gathered within the walls of the temple 0 in the morning they heard the prophet
speak and in the afternoon both elders smoot and dWoodruffwoodruff were given the
privilege of addressing the congregation in reporting their missionary activi-
ties in the southosouthboutho
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I1 fell into an easy sleep and when 1I awoke my disease was entirely gone

wilford woodruff records that it was found necessary for brother smoot

to return to his home in the south on account of ill health smootssmoothssnoots daughter

orson fe whitney history of utah salt lake city utahjtahsutahs george aoqoQ

cannoncarmon & sons cof 1892 ITIV pop 98098
2 journal history of the churchchurch9churchy 18561836 december 50

ibid 18561836 december 20

mathias F cowley wilford woodruff salt lake city utah deseret
news 1909 p 66
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at this point our natural curiosity asks for a picture of missionary smoot

in actionoactionantiono this picture although given later in his life is by a soninlawson whoin
knew

law

him wellwelloweiloweliweil
large of frame with strong features one of the most prominent of which

was a pair of piercing black eyes set beneath bushy beetling brows while
utterly devoid of ostentation there was a dignity to his presencespresence adruggearuggerugged
grankranauerduer to his physique that made him a striking personality wherever he
appearedappearedoappear whenedo he spoke men listened every word seemed to weigh a pound
and a natural impediment in his speech a defect that vanished as he warnedwarmedwxmed
to his theme but added force and impressiveness to his delivery like a
boulder in the bed of a mountain streamostream always practical and generally
serious he could be mirthful in season and sentiment as well as humor
bubbled up from the recesses of his soul like a sparkling spring on a rocky
weather scarred mountain sideosidedideo

after a few days in kirtland both brothers smoot and woodruff followed

the advice of the first presidency to study latin grammar 0 this study under the

tutelage of professor haws commenced on december 5 18561836 and continued for a
2

number of weeksweekss

the lot and experiences of these two men continued to parallel each other
on december 20 they met by appointment with the council of seventies in the loft
of the kirtland temple where the third quorum of seventy was organized wilford
woodruff was advanced to a place in the first quorum of seventies and abraham

0 smoot was ordained a seventy in fulfillment of the prophecy pronounced upon

his head by wilfordWilfor woodruffdWoodruff as they rode together in tennessee on june 5030 of

that year
sometime during the early part of january brother smoot became ill he

says that
the change of climate and a little carelessness on my part brought on

an attack of typhoid fever and pleurisy from which I1 suffered severely
and it was thought that I1 could not recoverrecoverorecoverornecorecoreeo brothervero woodruff however
who was waiting upon me called in elders brigham young heber co kimball
willard richards and hyrum smith and the five laid hands upon me and
rebuked the disease and blessed nconeo while their hands were upon my head
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says that the prophet joseph advised her father to return to his native state
because the northern climate did not agree with him however smoot himself says

that a few days after being healed from his illness he was advised by joseph
smith to return to the southern states to raise a company of saints to come to

far westowestyest he no doubt was well at the time of his departure and the future
place of settlement in missouri was considered to be more healthful for him than

the more northern climate of kirtlandokirtlandKirt
As

lando

he preparedprep toacedaxed journey south he was given a patriarchal blessing on

january 2 under the hand of joseph smith senior wilford woodruff acted as

scribe in copying the blessing and afterwards presented a copy of it to brother
2smoote

the patriarchal blessing referred to the long journey which elder smoot

had made to gain the blessings of the temple in kirtland and promised him that
if he exercised faith he would return in full health to his friends at homehomcobome

it also promised him

thou shaltshallshait have great wisdom many shall seek wisdom at thy mouth
thou shaltshallshait have much persecution on the earth thy enemies will seek thy
life but thou shalt be delivered out of their hands and return to zion
when thy labors in the lords vineyard areaxeace ended and possess an inheritance
with the faithful where thy wisdom shall be great and thy fame known among
the SaintsetSo

the unfolding of his life will reveal the literal fulfillment of these
promised blessingblessingsoblessingsblessingto

on january 25 he set out for his step fathers home in tennessee and

after a journey of three weeks arrived at the home on blood riveroriver here he

found his family already imbued with the spirit of gathering already akingmakingaring
preparations to move to missouri and join the saints he assisted in making

ready for the trip to missouri and led his family to that destination
his assignment from the prophet had been to raise a company not just

his family and accordingly he organizedorgani azedsed company of two hundred soulssoulsoui sichwhich
5required about forty wagonsowagons in this labor he was assisted by elder henry

go sherwoodShershen

entries
woodo

in smoots journal show that by april 24 they were on their way
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to missouri they averaged about fifteen miles a day traveling in this lateelarge
group and pitched their tents each night as they stopped to campocamp frequently
they were joined by other saints who were also on their way to far west on

may 9 they camped near sto louis the remainder of the month was spent traveling
at a leisurely pace and preaching to the people of the small towns which they

encountered on their way no such opportunity to spread the gospel would be

passed up by abraham 0 smootosmootsnootsmoote his journal entry for the last day of the

journey reveals his feeling at the completion of the triptripotripe
june ae2e friday traveled 8 m reached farfax westwestwherewhere I1 met with the

greatest pleasure menny of my bro & sisters in the lord with whom I1 had
a previous acquainttienceacquaint sawtience them situatedituatedsituated in the land of zion with
peace and plentylenty which gave joy to my soulsoui 1

his mothers family set about to establish a home at ambrosia in daviess
county but smoot was probably able to do little more than assist in building a

home and getting established he had little time to enjoy his efforts because

in the early part of january he was again called on a mission this time he

went for five months into the southern part of missouri and throughout arkansas
smoots journal which contains daily entries describing his missionary

travels records the start of this new missionary venture 0

january ae5e wednesday after commending myself and my fathers family to
the lord I1 took the parting hand with themthornthemmthennthen to go at the lords command into
the world to preach his gospel of the kingdom unto a people that lyeth in
darkness & in the shadow of death traveled 14 m spent the night at
br R alexanders 2 m south of farfax weastweastobeasto 2

january 14 wednesday walked 6 m preached in the vilage of virsalesversalesVir
on

sales
the subject of the gospel of christ give out an appointment to preach

at the same place at 6 oclock P mo which meeting was attended by a larkelargelatke
and

P
civil audience who rivegivekive me there individeddividedundividedin attentionattentattenb I1ionolono was much

blessed with the spirit of the lord and thus favored I1 was inabledenabled to set
fourth the glorious reign of our saviour on eartheaxth to the understanding of
my hearershe butaxers before closing this interview there was an old priest
aroseazose to confound the aforesaid docttrindoctorin but in vain he was confounded
& made a public example of

eleven days later on a return to the same village he met a farfan differ-
ent reception perhaps the subject of the authenticity of the book of mormon

was the deciding factorofactorfactora at any rate he and his companion were requested to
leave immediately and not preach in their village any moremorconorconore

they continued journeying and preaching to those who would listen until

ao oe
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they arrived at a place on thetlletile osage river where the big buffalo flowed ino at
this point they called to mind the people of virsalesversalesVir andsales their rejection of the
testimony which had been delivered to themtheniothenchenio in true biblical fashion smoot and

his companion cleansed11cleansed their feet & bore testimony against them in the name

of jesus christ & went their way rejoicing
smoot records in his journal that in manymwnany places the people had so

hardened their hearts that they refused to hear the message and they were obliged
to pass on in search of more productive territory ilehelie found such a spirit of

wickedness in springfield the county seat of green county that the spirit
forbade him to even open his mouth in defense of the gospel of christ e

in another place judge younger played the role of nicodemushieHicnie ofodemus bible
days he listened to the message himself but showed such concern for his re-
putation that he requested the missionaries not to let the people know that his
brother was a member of the churchechurch

finally we discover the first suggestion of romance in the life of
ao oo00 smootosmootsmoote even in this you have to read between the lines to recognize it
however he records in his journaljournalojournalsjour febfobnalonaio 28e28 wednesday traveled 2 m to
me cager hogans and back to uncle rowletts whear I1 spent the night untell 2

0
oclock writing an adress to mo to atkinsonatkinsonoatkinsonsAtkin 112

sono mrserso adkinson correct spelling
was a young widow who had travelled with the company which smoot and sherwood

had led to missouri it is interesting to see this serious minded man stealing
the hours until 2 oclock in the morning to write a letter to a ladyladye evidently
he wrote with an eloquent and persuasive pen and the hours were not spent in
vain for ere the year passed away she became his wifeowifewiredifeo

it is certain that his missionary labors did not suffer from hours stolen
for courtship for we find him always busily persuingpersaingper hissuing labors one of the
practicesractices which he commonly engagedenga inbredpred was to speak and then give the audience
an opportunity to ask questions about illshislilsliis remarksoremarksremark often a stray priest or two

would attempt to entangle him or disprove his statements but he always seemed

to coinecomecolne off well in such encounters
As he traveled about smoot acted as an agent for a publication which he

refers to as the journaljournalojournalsJour henalenalonaie quite often sent subscriptions to don go smith in
kirtlandokirtlandKirt marchlando 26 reveals an entry of seven subscriptions bentosentosentbent

attending meetingsmeenee oftinas the various faiths in the area brought elder smoot

into contact with people who already had an interest in religion and sometimes
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nowmowkow the true colors of the priest showedshwed
forth as he returned to the congregation and began abusing the mormonsomormonsmormondocormonsMoreoreon atmonsomonsnons the

close of the priests remarks smoot arose and defended the truth to the apparent
2satisfaction of everyone present

the bitter spirit continued to canker the bosom of the methodist priest
only a few days later as smoot concluded speaking to an audience at a little town

near yellvillemellvilleYell thetcheville same priest arose and attempted to tearteanteaz down what smoot had

said on the authenticity of the book of mormon smoot shows his disdain for the
priest and his type in his description of the encounter

but the poor haerlinhyerlin was so confounded at the foregoing testimony that
he was holy unable to advance any testimony to coop with iteito and the
baseness of heart was clearly made manifest to the assembly & he was compelled
to assomabsom his seet under the disapprobation of the people and a sharp rebuke
of the spirit of godogodtod

frequent entries during this period show that elder smoot felt the in-
fluence of the spirit of the lord in his laborslaborsolasorso

mar 2 sunday preached at the same place to a large audience whilst
my heart was overwhelmed by the spirit of godgodl I1 preached on the authentisityauthenticity
of the book of mormon the congregation seemed to be much amazed & altogetheral
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aided him in preaching the gospelogospelgospels on saturday april 14 he walked one gliemilegile
to attend a baptist meeting but the baptist priests who had scheduled the
meeting did not show upoup this merely spelled opportunity to smoot he arose

in the place of the absent preachers and spoke to the people on the principles
of salvation through jesus christ

As we might expect his associations with the local ministers and priests
were not always the most pleasantopleasant on sunday april 15 he attended a meeting

in the town of mellvillefellvillefell marionville county arkansasArkan heldsast by a methodist priest
this fellow was filled with all manner of deceitdeoeitodeveito upon smoots appearance in
the meeting this priest pretended a feeling of friendliness and desired to
take a walk together so that they might talktaikotalkotaik smoot sensed his false and evil
intentions and was therefore on guardoguard the priest requested that smoot take the
lead of the meetingetinginelne for the morning desiring him to preach his principles of

religion without any reference to the scriptures to establish themthemethemothenothen smoot

replied sir I1 would not for inymy wright arm do that thing for I1 see your cuminecunningcuming
that you would take the advantage of my words & thus make the people be leave
that I1 denied the words of the lordolord
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notmotdotdov all his listeners were touched in the same manner along in the

latter part of april he records the cases of three women who have received
testimonies of the truth of the gospel but their husbands unable or unwilling
to see the truth forbade their wives to be baptizedbapti 0seasedzea

among the other little experiences common to missionary labor is the
experience of not finding a shelter for the night on april 20 after walking

a distance of twenty miles through the mountains and hills smoot and his com-

panion were forced to sleep outdoors in a wilderness country amongst the wild

beasts of the forist 1

sometime in the month of april elder smoot had one of the most impressive

experiences of this missionary journey he was speaking one afternoon in the
court house at yellsvillewellsvilleYells

0

ville
0 0 when in the midst of my discourse I1 was interrupted by a baptist

deacon who aroseazose and exclaimed that young man is not quoting the scrip-
ture correctlyocorrectlycorrect lyoiyo

etcoetcecco
several of the audience immediately ordered him to be still and let the

young man proceed as they wanted to hear the preaching
again he became quiet but soon broke forth in a perfect rage said I1

was lying and denounced in a rather incoherent marmermannergarmer joe smith and his
goldenagoldennagolden bibleiblebibieobleobie

etcoetcecco
A number of persons immediately surrounded him as if they intended to

thrust him out and lest they should use violence I1 began to plead for him
and requested them to allow him to retire quietlyquietlyoquiet I1iyelyolye added however that
I1 was there on inyidy fathers business commissionedmissionedcolcoi to proclaim the gospel
and if he did not speedily repent the lord would rebuke him and the judge
ment of god overtake hiniohimhinlohip at this he turned and rushed from the room almost
foaming withvvithavith kageorageo

bidibid c matohmarcheatch 225 1858018381858
2bld21bid april 2 18581838
ibidoebido april 20 1858018381858

I1 was speaking at the time upon the authenticityofauthenticity of the book of mormon

I1 was also enjoying an unusual flow of the holy spirit and felt more calmcjlm
and collected at this interruption than I1 otherwise would have done I1
deliberately opened the bible and read therefrom the very passages which I1
had previously quoted verbatim and cited the chapter and verse

at this the baptist took his seat but I1 had not proceeded michmuchnich farther
withith my remarks when I1 again had occasion to quote from the scriptures and
lest I1 again should be found fault with I1 opened the bible andmd read from
it when the deacon a second time arose and declared that it was not from
king james translation of the bible that I1 was quoting but joe smithssmithes
golden biblebibie
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confounded with the word of godogod 11

april 27 friday preached at elijah tabors on the dispensation of the
fullness of times to a civil audienceaudienceoaudiencesaudien I1ceo was much in the spirit sc& great
power & fourcablefour testimonycable attended the word whilst the prejudices of my

audience was broken down & merwmenyneny caused to weep under the influence of truth

and the cormonsmormonsMor asmons chicken thieves and hog stelersstealerselerssteamersststealerseiers

2audieaudlepeepas

3

noes

C it

w scri tures1 ap1p P

bi

inyfathers

rag

27

goiden

qui



geo020gee citocac1 po 192019

bid
20

po 210

miilmillitalyitaxy

tellteiling hl

smootsnoot arlyeaxly experiences of ao oo00 smoot

baconbeacon

ariybaxly

22

he had four drunken sons in the town and he proceeded to hunt them up
to incite them to mob me just then a fire broke out in the baptist meeting
house and on hearing the alarm I1 adjourned the meeting for one hour

in the audience was a major john houston a brother of the celebrated
sam houston who was in command of a military post near byoby he had boarded
a few days at the same place that I1 had 3 and had therefore become somewhat
acquainted with me

he followed the deacon and advised him against molesting me telling him
if he persisted in it he would have to take him in charge the deacon con-
cluded to desist but raged 9 and cursed joe smithsmith9snithsmitha and the golden biblebibiebibiel
and the young preacher and everything connected with himhinhiMasas he proceeded
home and on entering his house almost immediately fell dead and turned
blackblackobiacko

in the condition he lay for two days no one not even his own sons
daring to go near him until a campbellite preacher who also happened to
be one of my audience and who had heard of his condition came to me and
informed me of it I1 went with him to major houston and through his in-
fluence some persons were employed to go and bury the dead man

within a week from the time of the deacondeacons s death his wife also died
and his sons kept up their drunken spree until they had run through four
thousand dollars of the money which their father had left and also other
property

many of the people of the town regarded this series of calamities as the
judgment of god and even the campbellite preacher admitted to me that it
had very much the appearance of ito

As the time for his departure and return to farfaxfat west drew near smoot

assisted his uncle moses rowletthewlettrewlett who had decided to emigrate to far west in
making preparations for the journey this activity occupied his time from the

first until the eleventh of may except a few days which he spent in studying
and writingswritingowri

not
tingo

long after the dramatic encounter with the baptist eacon at yell
ville smoot returned according to previous appointment to a place about twenty

milesilesnileslies distant from the former seenescenesscene while there he received word that major

houston down sick with the cholera feltfellfeityelt that he was going to die and desired
smoot to come to himhiniohinlohin smoot recalls p

I1 had conversed with him many times upon the subject of religion and
though he professed to be an infidel I1 could see that he was pricked in
his heart but was too proud to acknowledge ito shortly before he died he
made request that I1 should preach his funeral sermon and on my return to
yellsvillewellsvilleYells I1ville did so and I1 think I1 never had more of the spirit of god in
preaching in inymy life than I1 did on that occasion infidel though he pretended
to beo 2

this funeral was held on may lj13 18581838 at the home of ewing hogan a good

friend of both smoot and houston and a place where smoot often spent the night
on may 15 he spent the afternoon making final preparations for the
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departure of himself and uncle moses rowlettorowlettroblettoRow helettoietto took the parting hand with his
goodfriendsgood andfriends helped the little company on its waywayowam they usually pitched their
tents at night but as this group was smaller than the kroupgroup which he had led to
missouri the previous summer they oftenofte spent the night with friends along the
way- the journey was without any special incidents except that they encountered
an unusually late snowfallonsnow mayeayfallonfailon 25 near springfield

an interesting entry in smootssmooths journaljournalisjournalsJour isnalisnallsnails
monday may 29 e traveled 19 m on the state rode towatristowdowattowat theatresatrisds land of

inheritance spent the night at joseph smiths on the 25 m prarraries
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on thursday june 8 the day before their arrival at their destination
in farfaxfac west 5 the group traveled thirty miles the greatest distance for one day

on the tripotrip here at the home of brother jones on long creek caldwell county

missourissouritsourimi theyi listenedlistenedl intently to their first news of the fortunes of the
church since Smootssmooths departure five months before

after entering and spendingspendina the next day at far west our wanderer con-

tinued his journey on june 10 he travelled twelve more miles to his stepfatherstepfathers
home in ambrosia to find the family all well and in good spirits for the next

eight or ten days A 0 smoot enjoyed a pleasant change visiting about the region
with his friends as he rested from the fatigue of his journey 0

this ten days rest would bring the date up to june 20 18581838 when smoot

began to assist alanson ripley in surveying the site at adam ondiondl years

later when wilford woodruff and others were visiting at the home of smoot in
provoprove to administer to his sick wife smoot related an experience in church history
which had occurred back in june of 1858183801858018080 e

president smoot said that he and alanson ripley while surveying at that
town which was about 22 miles from jackson county missouriMisso cameurig across a
stone wall in the midst of a dense forest of underbrush the wall was 5030
feet long 53 feet thick and 4 feet hiihighhilhll it was laid in mortar or cementement
when joseph smith visited the place and examined the wall he said it was
the remains of an altar built by father adam andana upon which he offered
sacrifices after he was driven from the garden of eden he said that the
garden of eden was located in jackson county missouri the whole town of
adam ondiondl ahiiaw was in the midst of a thick and heavy forest of timber and
the place wa named in honor of adams altar the prophet explained that
it was upon thierthisr altar where adam blessed his sons and his posterity pior
to his deathdeathe

this stone structure should not be confused with the stone tower standing
on the same hill but which joseph smith identified as a nephiteanephi tower at least a
month earlier than smoot and ripley could have discovered adams altar

may 29 18581838 0
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saisali ntsants
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etwasitwas

thcjhcit

invasincas ionlon
dayofdakof novhov

at which time we were compelled by supery force & traiterismtraitorismtraiter toism give up our
armes I1 am bold to assert that I1 was always found on my tower standing in
my lot & place redyedy to go to the defence of my brsars at all times at a minuets
warning during the month of aug I1 was in several adventures with the enemy
by recornortering the country to search out the quortersquartersqu oforters the mobnobmoba & pri
into their desinesdefines

As the tension between the saints and the missourians increasedincrease thedg

tempo of events also increased on october 25 came the battle of crooked river
in which david W patten the friend and missionary companion of A oe smoot was

killed five days later the inhuman massacre of haunshaunts mill was carried out

with the killing of seventeen men and the brutal wounding of others

cornacorn3

aa1a 0

lakerilakecity

24

for a few brief weeks smoot was to enjoy peace in this landoland soon

however the sound of hammerhanmerhanner and mallet laidcundlundhuldhuid axe were to be replaced by the sound

of fire arms and the horrible oaths of marauding mobs as they charged into the
once peaceful cities smoot records that it was no later than the first of
august that these scenes burst upon their eyes and earseats

e and thus finding myself engrocedengro inced such a seen of things as this
it became my indispenceable duty as well as my sacred privilege to gird on
my armes yea my armerarmmerarnnerarner of warwaxwac my equipage of battle & unite my strength with
that of my brethren & go forth in the field of contention against ouroar enemies
for the protection of our fathers & mothers wives & children our property
our houses & homes and thus it became one continual round of invasion from
our enemysenernys on every side from the first of aug untell the first day of

finally
on october 1 colonel hinklesriklesHi infamous treachery was perpetrated on a helpless
people andwind joseph and his associates were betrayed into the hands of general
locasolucasolucas on november 1 about eighty men were taken prisoners and the remainder
were ordered to leave the state and were forbiddenforbid underdenydeng threat of being shot

2by the mob to assemble more than three in a place
among those taken prisoners at facfarfax west on november 1 was abraham oo00

smoot who now saw in full the persecution promised in his patriarchal blessbiess ingoinga

the men having been taken prisoners and the arms having been given up the saints
were now completely at the mercy of the mob which continued its depredations

after depriving these of their arms the mob continued to hunt the brethren
like wild beasts and shot several ravished the women andcarldcarid killed one near
the city no saint was permitted to go in or out of the cityolvy and meantime
the saints lived on parched corn

on novwove 5 the mormon men at far west were ordered to form a line and
fiftysixfifty weresix made prisoners and sent to richmond for a mock trial the

ao oo00 smoot journal june losios 188o1880183818501858 evidently this was all written
at a later date but placed under the date of june 10 185801859o18590

2joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsiSday
salt lake city utahsutahg church of jesus christchriit of latterdaylatter saintsday 1948 iiiillfil
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remainder were forced to sign over their property and 1500 saintssaint were
ordered to leave the state

later elder smoot estimated he had sustained a property loss at the
hands of the mob amounting to 1415oooo1415001415.00141500001415

ao

oOOo0000

oo00 smootssmooth midnight letter writing now bore fruitofruit on november 11

18581838 he was marriednarriedmazmax anried action which nightmight be considered unusual for a prisoner

his later comment on this step was that it might be considered as a proof that
he had not lost hope his wife margaret thompson mcmeans adkinson proved to be

a wonderful companion beloved by all that knew herherehero A daughter of anthony

mcmeans and esther hunter she was born april l6ylay 1809 in chester district
chester county south calolinagarolinaecaxolinacaroGaro shelinae was the widow of chariescharles adkinson by whom

she had a son william chranecochraneGo adkinson this boy was adopted by smoot and bore
2his name smoot recalls I1 was fortunate in securing a wife who was zealous

and devoted to her religion and ready to sacrifice or endure anything to further
its interestsinterestsointerest

several loose pages in smootssnooty journal at this point bearbeat the day of the

month or the year one such entry dated saturday 24th reads also was taken

ill with the scarlett fever which heltbeltheit me some 10 or 12 daysedays 4 from the posi-

tion of these pages in the journal and from a comparison of calendar dates which

show saturday the 24th to fall on november 24 18581838 we conclude this was thether

date of his illnessillnessoillili
margaret

nesso

smoot recalls this time as being most severe the suffering
and privations of this period of my life cannot be portrayed by mortal tongue

although we do not know all of the circumstances of the smoot family and its
suffering in far west we know that while many souls weakened they remained

true to the faithralthraith

ennett abraham oo00 smoot pioneer 11 opoope cit LXXIX october 1944
po 466

bennett the smoot family 9 opo22oro citocit XXV october 1954 po 155155
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margaret smoot experiences of a mormon wife in a letter requested
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CHAPTER 111IIIlillii

FROMPROMproe THETBE FALLPALL OF FAR tustTOSTWESTwyst TO TBETHE FALL OF NAWOO

the governors order to leave the state hung like a sword over their
heads the unhappy scenes of far west must be left behind happiness must be

sought in a new area under these circumstances they wearily made their way

to illinoisoillinoiseIllin1111lili
snootssmoots

0

own

noisooisoolsoloiso
story best describes their prospects and difficulties after

the struggles at farfaxfadfaz westowest
after the troops were withdrawn from far west I1 visited my faemfarmfarn two

miles south of the town to look after my stock which I1 had left there
and found that all my earthly possessions save my real estate had been con-
fiscated by the army

on visiting the late camp ground of the army I1 found the heads of eleven
of my oxen which had been butchered and there was no trace left of my sheep
swine etc

brother ohnjohn butler who had been obliged to flee to the north to save
his lifeifeilfe had left his family in my charge 0 here had a span of very poor
horses and an old wagon I1 loaded the wagon up with his wife and five
children and what goods I1 had left which consisted of one trunk full of
clothes besides what my wife and I1 wore I1 managed to find one of my horses
which the mob had taken and used in such a shocking mamermannermamen that his bak was
skinned almost from his withers to his tailtailotalltali this animal I1 hitched on ahead
of brother butler s horsehorses s and by those of us walkingwaiking who were able to do
so we slowly made our way to quincy illinois in the depth of winter

this faltering journey began in missouri in the month of february and

ended as they reached quincy on march 8 1859iqe1839ibe smoot recalls on arriving there
I1 went to work carrying hod up a fourstoryfour buildingstory really the first hard work

I1 had ever done to make a start in life while my wife assisted by taking in
sewingosewingselingo 2

it was during these dark times that joseph smith showed his genius to keep

the church growing and continued to send missionaries to labor in the worldoworldworldon at
a general conference of the church held at quincy illinois may 4 to 6 185918399
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seven resolutions were agreed to by the conference 0 onexie resolution directed that
a number of the seventies have the sanction of the council to accompany the twelve

to europe on missionmissionsomissions
althoughthough smooth circumstances at the time would have made such a journey

extremely difficult he was ready to respond to the callcallocallecaliecail however other circum-

stances arose which resulted in a second call superseding the first on saturday
june 1 18591839 a council of the quorum of seventies met in quincy illinois dur-

ing the meetinglneine presidedeting over by joseph smith

elder jedediah mo grant made known a request which had ben sent to him
to return to the late field of his labors in the state of north carolina
which was considered and the council resolved that elder grant receive a
letter of recommendation to be sent to the place where required and that
elder abraham oo00 smoot be recommended to go with him as a fellow laborer

As elder smoot could not get ready to leave in time elder grant left
alone for the mission fieldofieldfielda there is no record that smoot went on a mission
during that year

about june 24 185918391809 the church purchased a tract of land lying west of
montrose iowalowa shortlyshortlyafterafter joseph advised that a town to be called zarahemlaZarah
be

emla

built on this purchasepurchascopur intochasco this area came the saints to raise new homes

among them was A 0 smoot before building his home in zarahemlazaxahemlaZarah smootemlaeniaenla and

his wife moved to montrose where they lived in an old barracksobarracksbarrack this black
period for the church must have been a trial for smoot and his wife perhaps

during this month they witnessed the remarkable healings performed by joseph
smith on july 22 of that year whereiwhereinwhered he healed many in his own home and in
commerce and then crossed the river to montrose to heal the sick on that side
of the river e or they might have seen the faith of brighamBrig youngharnhajn and heber co

kimball as they arose from their sick beds to begin their missionary journey
to englandEn

john
elandoglando

lymanlaymanlynan smith one of the new settlers in zarahemlaZarah recordsemla in his
diary during the period he was building his cabin near by upon lots laid off
several persons built cabins and became our near neighbors among whom were

A oo00 smootosmootsnootsmoote 4

with the influx of saints in this new area and the growth of population
the need arose for church organizationorganizationoorganizations this became the order of business at a

1 journal history of the church
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2
smithsnith history

october5octobers 18591839

in commerce hancock county illinois with the prophet joseph presiding the

formation of a stake in commerce was approvedprovedqprovede and then the assembly voted that
a branch be formed on the west side of the river in lowaoiowalowalobao aoA oo000 smoot was among

the members selected for the high council in the vicinity of zarahemlaZarah atemla a

young age smoot was being singedassingedassingeras to important responsibilities at 22 years
of age he hadiad led a company of emigrants from the south 0 now at 24 he advanced

to this important position of trust and responsibility
one of the notable actions which this high council passed was a vote to

completely forsake the practice of sueing their brethren at the law those who
2persisted in doing so were to be disfellowshippeddisfellowship by the branch also at a

meeting of the high council at montrose on march 6 1840 he was selected from

among that number to be a member on a committee of three to obtain affidavits
to send on to washinon to verify the loss of property suffered by the saints
in missoixrimissourio this was a matter of considerable urgency to the saints at that
timeotimetineotine 3

ai4i

196265
29

general conference of tilethetiietlle church which convened on saturday october 5

in may of this year he went on a short mission to tennessee from which

he re returnedburnedturned in octoberoctobereoctobersOcto inberobere a ietterletter sent from whitleysville jackson county

tennessee in october just before his return home he reports the success of his
labors 0 he arrived at the scene of his labor on june 12 and worked in the counties
of jackson smith and overton in company with eldereidereiderelder pitkins and priest webster
much of the effort here consisted in organizing and strengthening some of th
small branches which had been raised up by elder jo mosesmsesamses and others smoot

reported in his letter that they had baptisedbaptizedbapti fourteensed members since his arrival
bringing the total membership in the areaazeaagea to 650

A special conference of the church held at nauvoo on august 16 1841 gave

ao oo00 smoot still another call to missionary serviceoserviceservicedserv oneiceo of the main purposes
of this conference presided over by brigham young was to select missionaries
for variousvaxiousvadious areasaneas of the country 0 smoot was selected to go to charleston
south carolina to begin his laborslaborselaborglaboose

after

5

making the necessary preparations he and his wife left nauvoo on

august 25 traveling in a light onehorseone carriagehorse 0 they rested up for a few das
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at the home of mrsomrsarso smoots brother andrew mcmeans in post oak Springspringssprinks roanqs

county tennessee here they were joined by her mother estberestheresthler mcmeans who had

come from alabama and was baptized by elder smoot during the stay at post oak

springsospringsringSoSp after this auspicious start he continued laboring in that vicinity
until february 0 at this point he parted with his wife who returned with her
mothernother to zarahemlaZarah andemla he proceeded to south carolinascarolinaocarolinacazoCaro

As

1linao
he reached chester county the scene of his wifeswirescifes birth and childhood

many pleasant thoughts occupied his mindmindonindonind
to think 1 says he hatthat I1 stood on the ground so often pressed by the

footsteps of the prattling child in whom I1 had found a kind and affectionate
companion and faithful friend butbuz who was now separated far from me gave
me feelings of no ordinaryordin kindoaxy f

in fulfillment of his instructions to introduce the gospel to charlestonCharlecharie
south

stong

carolina smoot labored diligentlydiligent he hired a hall on queen street where

on april 5 9 1842 he preached the first mormonmomonkomon sermon heard in that cityocitycatycilyo
elsewhere he recordrecords

I1 spent all tilethetiietlle money I11 had in renting halls and publishing placards
announcing my meetings but although I11 had large audiences and numbers of
persons camece to me nicodemus like by night to inquire about the gospel
I1 failed to make one convertconvertsconverth 4

in the face of such apathy on the part of the inhabitants of charleston
smoot and his companion left the citycityocilyo on april 9 they parted company with the
companion setting sail for boston and smoot startingstazstax forting home on april 14014 he

arrivedaxrived in nauvoo on july 14149 just three months after starting out on the home-

ward journeyjourneyojourneysjourn noweyeeyo back at home he was assigned by the prophet to preside over

the branch of the church at keokuk iowa during the fall and winter of 1842

the summer of 1841843 found smoot traveling through southern illinois and

northern kentucky in the interests of the mansion house 0 he does not tell us
the nature of his business 0

having emerged from a bitter experience in missouri without adequate
protection for themselves the saints were determined to strengthen themselves
in their new home at nauvoo accordingly joseph met with the city council at
4 PAPM on december 29 18451843 where forty men were sworn in as policemen of the
city of nauvoo to uphold the laws and to protect the inhabitants of the city
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among those who were selected as policemen and who heard the prophets instructions
to that body was abraham oo00 smootosmootsmoote one of the interesting instructions which

joseph gave on that occasion was that if any policeman was offered a bribe the

city would pay twice the amount offered in the bribe if the policeman would

report the bribe
in januaryJanuar 18447 joseph smith had been nominated as a candidatecandidates for the

presidency of the united statesstatesestatesel soon after that time capable elders were

selected to go to the various states to perform missionary labors and also to
campaigncampa forleonigonieon josephs candidacy on monday aprilapri 15 9 the twelve apostles
assigned men for this duty abraham oo00 smoot was assigned to go to the state of

tennessee as thetche president of that state and director of the political campaign
2

and the missionarymission workazyaxy there

ll11 1

opooro citogcitoeitoeltocitow may 18 184418440

av7v

tileptimep

suchasuch3

again it became necessary to make preparations in the city of nauvoo

so that he could depart for his field of labor by may 7 he was ready to de-

part and was accompanied by his wife on board the steamer osprey he returned
with her to the shore to bid her a final farewell and then boarded the ship which

left port for sto louisolouislouls propelled by both current and steam the vessel made

good time and by may 12 he had arrived at ellismillseliis point two hundred and forty
milesileslies beyond sto louisolouislouls he now entered into his missionary activity and each

day walked between ten and twenty miles from one small village to another where

he would stop and hold meetingsmeetingsameetin
saturday

gSa

may 18 brought with it a full shareshane of excitementoexcitementexcite aboutmento dusk

he began a meeting in the court house at dresden weakly county tennessee and

began preaching to a good sized audience 0 hardly had lie read his theme for the
evening when a mob gathered outside and a shot was fired at smoot through the
windowowindowwindowy the bullet passed by his head and lodged in the ceilingceicel thislinaolingo was

immediately followed by a shower of brick bats hurled through the windowowindowwindowy smootssmooth
journal reports the reactionoreactionreactionsreact

the
iono

congregation seemed much frightfrightedflighted and startled and amediately began
to leave the househousoe I11 hastened to informeinformed the people that if they wished to
stay that I1 would inshurenshureinshore them protection from the fact that I1 knew that such
merodersrodersmerodeasme would abscond as soon as they had executed their diobolicaldiabolicaldiobol desinesodesinesdefinesdesiical

also
neso

brother william camp
5

0 0 0 somewhat noted as a fighting character arose and called on the
fleeing people to stop he told them if they would only sit and listen to

smithsmithysnithysnith history of the churchchurchy ope02 cito VI po 149155149153149 155153
2 journal history of the churchy 1844 april 15 po 20

smootsnoot Hjournal

0

1

0

there

st

m sti

1
i

f p1 htinght ineinglne

P

church april15 p 2

3smoot
0 189

ed

de sines

bhe

ahting



5232

the preaching he would go out and look after the persons who were creating
the disturbancedisturbancco about two thirds of the audience again became seated and
he went outside and procured a shotgunshot withgun which he patrolled around the
courthousecourt thehouse remainder of the evening 0 0 0

opoop

ohoopo

aw1w

experieesperie aces

0 10 0 whilst I11 dispensed the words of eternal life unto them which I1
did in as plane and conspickious a manner as posobleposable for the space of one
hour then closed and returned to bo camps and spent the night in dresden

at the close of the meeting he announced another meeting to be held the

following day-o this announcement gave time for the enemies to lay plans to break
up the meetingsmeetingomeetingmee hetingo had barely commenced the services 9 when a local lawyer

entered the room at the head of two hundred men and demanded that he casecease

speakingspeak

in
ingo

this emergency and for the only time in my life in public I1 made
use of a masonic sign calling for help when lo10 a number of persons sprang
to assist meoneo the lawyer was commanded to give his reasons for interferinginterferuinterfere
with me whichwichwlch he proceeded to do by delivering a most abusive and slander-
ous speechospeech I11 finally commanded him to sit down and he did so very suddenly
and the masons who were present who were very numerous and influential
gave him to understand that he would not be allowed to molest meo I1 con-
tinued my remarks andnd at the close of the meeting mroamro camp took vengeance
on the lawyer by knocking him down and kicking him around the courthousecourt
yardedyarde5

house

some features of this incident areaxeane very much like the occurrences of a

week later in the court house at dresdenDres onconmayonmaydensdent may 25 which was the first day of
a three day conferenceoconferenceconferences on the first day smoot was elected presidentofpresident of the
conference he continued the meeting by giving instructions to the twelve elders
present and by presenting joseph smith as a suitableitablebitable candidate for the office of

president of the united statesstatesostateson the candidatecandidates views on the powers and policy
of the thegovernmentgovernment were then set forthoforthdortho during all this considerable excitement
was stirring outside the building but let smoot tell it in his own colorful
stylestyleostylea

0 0 about which time there was a harran abangatang animull in the shape
of a lawyer began to hold fourth in bruntfrunt of the courthouse in a most abusabas
eave manermanor and slanders language which continued untell the cirvises of the
forenoon had closed at which time there was about 150 men principlyprincipleprinciprincl stimu-
lated

ply
by cardwellsgaraGardcara arediousgrediousgrweluswelPs storyesstoriesedious and lying spirits rushed into the court-

house in a foramabledoramablefor manermanornaneramable hededceded by moK do cardwell who commanded his follow-
ers to forme around us at each doordood he then mounted the bench and ex-
claimed 1 ifellofoliofellocifello citizens you see that these men areaxeace come amongst us to
raise insurrection and passing abolishaunabolish principlesaun amongst our slaves 8

and with many other words did he agg on his clan tell thy strictly ordered

smoot early experiences of aoae oo000 smoot cito po 23 0
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us to leave the houseohousdo 1

elder smoot then asked the man if he were the sheriff of the county and

if he knew their action to represent the sentiments of the people of the county

when the man answered in the affirmative a vote was taken and the elders and

their followers left the house through the midst of the rabble which parted for
their exitoexitedito however one of the audience 5 a mromramro john ray offered them the use

of his large house in dresden to continue their meetings and they held services
2

there at three in the afternoon and again at seven in the eveningeveningoeveningseven

the

ingo

conference continued for the next two days during which time william
gampcamp was appointed elector for the districtdistrictedistricts also an important decision was made

that thelheahe conference have three thousand copies of joseph smiths view presented

for immediate distribution at paris a nearby town he contracted to have

three thousand copies of joseph smithssmithes political views printedoprintedprin
on

tedo

june ag2g he had the very pleasant experience of preaching the gospel
to some of his old friends whithchith whom he had been raisedoraised their close attention
to his remarks was a source of satisfaction to himohimhino

upon his return to paris where the publishing was being done he re-
ceived disquieting newsnewso A mr fitzgerald declared that he would initiate
prosecution against the missionaries if they circulated the pamphlets which had

been printedprin thistedo man claimed that publishing josephs views about slaves
advocating their purchase and emancipation by the federal government wa in
violation of a state statute forbiddingforbidingfor anyedingidingbidingodink publication or circulation of printed
matter that was calculated to excite discontent

flavestslavest
capinwapin

forblforal
insurrection or rebellion

amongst the slaves or free persons of colorocolor smoot consulted a lawyer who was

a boyhood friend of his and found that he held the same opinionoopinionopinionsopin rememberingionolono the

difficulty at dresden where those views had been presented he thought it wise

to desist and suppressed the whole publicationpublic theationo expense had already been

incurred s and later he reports paying one thousand dollars on the contract to
the printeroprinterprintersprin

his
tero

labors for the next few weeks were accompanied by far less excitementexcite
and

gentpentwent

opposition from the local citizensocitizenscitizen although they were less exciting they
were perhaps more fruitfulofruitful at a conference on june 8 and 9 lareelarge congregations
were in attendance and six persons joined the church through baptismbaptis he

smoot

added
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three more persons to the church by baptism on june 14 and then after purchas-

ing a horse from brother campgamp on which to ride the remainder of the summer he

set out for the conference to be held at eagle benton county tennesseeotennesseeTennesse at
eagle on june 22 and 2523 y elder smoot presided in organizing a branch of seven-

teen members and baptized four new membersomembersmembertomemmen

As

berso

elder snootsmoot went about his labors on june 27 1844 little did he real-
ize that his beloved leader joseph and hyrumhyrom smithysmith had been assassinated by a

painted mob at carthage jailajailp notdiotnov until july 8 through articles in several
newspapers did he hearheaz of the tragedy 0 reluctant to accept the awful news

he claimed that he had no more right to accept these reports than like reports
in the past which had proved to be falseofalseraisefalleo such an attitude failed to erase the

forebodings of his troubled mind which he describes as being like the trubledtroubled

sea that casteth up mire and dirt from the whisperings of the spirit of the
2probability of the death of joseph and hyrm tq2

jaijalll11

awalawaicitedited

kaingain

109log 184418440

iliiii

summerisummerg
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milesamilesq

ofillbofill

slumberandslumberland

after riding thirtysixthirty milesnilessix he spent the night of july 11 in uneasy

suspensesuspensco he had learned that two letters awaited him at murpysmurlys burough ten
miles farther alongoalong fearing these letters would confirm the tragic news he

sent early the next morning to the post office 0 the contents drew forth a

sorrowful lament from his burdened soulosoulsouiboulo

important eriaherlah in my christian life great god indowaindow me with christian
fortitude for all my forbodingsforebodings and fears areaxe more than realized on the
return of the messenger I1 received with my letters a nauvoo neighbor extra
dressed in deep mourning from which I1 learned the awfullawgull tragedy had been
committed the persons of presidents generals joseph and hyrum smith had
been assassinated by a painted mob in which the pledged faith of the state
of illoIll was stained with innocent blood 0 great god and is it so was the
emotions of my heartoheartcearto can it be so 0 father and thy will be done if so
incline my heart to resignation and cause my heartfelt greafgreat to ceaseoceaseceabeceareo how
long 0 lord how long wilt thou suffer the orphentsorphenusorp tearshents and widdows groans
to come up before thee unrevengedunevengeduneven ofged their enemyso how long 0 father how
long wilt thou hear the cryescayes of the blood of inocence even from riteousrileous able
downdon to thy Prophetprophets and seer our brethren joseph and hyrum whom we loved of
a truth for the truths sake that abided in them who has so gently led us
through seanes of affliction by the streams of divine integenceinte4genceint thategence has
so emanentlyeminently flowed from thee through them to us that has afforded us great
joy in that we was persicutedpersecuted for christs sake even for the love of truthtrutho
wilt thou yet turne a deaf ear 0 father to the universal lammentationslammentatio4s of
all thy saints on earth and in heaven wilt thou make bare thine armarn of
power 0 lord and restore thy servants to the imbraceimbruce of thy saints again
soon that their mourning may be turned into joy and gladness

how long 0 god how long wilt thou let thy judgementsjudge slumberments andana suffer
thy saints to be prevailed against by their enemysoenemys awake 0 arme of god
awake is the preayrs of thy servent and avenge the blood of inocence on
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thine enemy 0 lord send fourth the ancient of day that thy saints may
possess the kingdom in peace y that thy work may be cut short in ritiousness
for thy elects sake even so father let it be is my most fervent preayrpreayer to
israels god in the name of jesus christy even so father let it be antenoanfeno

I1

itbeibbe alieniaiieni

32103220

josephhadjosephhar

the immediate desire of smoot and the other elders was to return to
nauvooo they spent the next seven days traveling and gathering the elders in
the region who wanted to go with themothenntheno after preaching at a meeting on sunday

july 21 they received word that a battle had been fought in nauvoo and eleven
hundred of the saints had been killedkilledegillede with this further oppression of spirit
they embarked in a canoe and proceeded down the duck river and along the tennessee

river towards paducahopaducahPadu aftercaho paddling some fifty miles down the river on july 2523

they sought shelter in an old abandoned house on the river bankobank when they had

eaten a few apples for supper they sought sleep on the floorofloorfloora the hard boards
were cushioned only by pillows made from their knapsacks at paducah they took

a steamer for sto louis and then another for nauvoomauvooo

sunday morning july 28 5 found them arriving in nauvoo about 9 blockeolockeoclock
smoot met his wife and friends who had gathered in anticipation of his arrivalarrivaloarrivalsarr
he

ivaleivalo
noticed a general prosperity 9 but all seemed covered by a pall of gloomygloomogloom

sadness was pictured in the faces of all the people everyone still bore the

weight of the recent tragedy smoot points out that these areaxe days long to be

remembered by me for there seemed to be temptations present themselves on every
2

hand by espieringpieringes spirits and otherwise
many of the saints had lost faith after the death of the two leaders

and were now returning to their former ways of lifeolifeilfedifeo some sought after wealth
and others sought to climb to positions of leadership and influenceoinfluenceinfluenced he found

sidney rigdon offering various unheard of offices to persons who would rally
round his standardstandardo

against these efforts he kept in mind the foundation laid by joseph
on which the church was to endure 0 he said that to his knowledge joseph hadhag

conferred on the quorum of the twelve the keys of the kingdom of god on the earthoearth
witheith this knowledge he was little swayed by the overtures of the unrighteous
office seekers 0 drawing himhin even closer to the leadership of brigham young and

the twelve was the following experiences

I1 was present at the meeting held in nauvoo on the occasion when presi-
dent young assumed leadership of the church and can testify with hundreds

ibidbid 9 july 12 p 1844018441844.

2ibid2dh y9 28july 1844018440
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of others that he spoke by the power of god on that occasion and that he
had the very voice and appearance of joseph smith

brother snootsmoot was not alone in his support of the quorum of twelve

apostles with brigham young at their headheade his wife marearetmargaretargaret also witnessed
the display of supernatural power which attended brigham young as he appeared

to be the actual person of joseph smith when the twelve assumed their rightful
position as the leaders of the churchochurchcharcho she said that she was firmly convinced

that brigham young was the legitimate successor to the marteredbarteredMart prophetered and

was as ready and willing to obey his council and receive his revelations as I1
2was those of joseph smithesmith

rigarig4tfultaul

tat2

ibidoebido p PO 250230

with this staunch support on the part of both smoot and his wife it is
not at all surprising to find him responding to the call of the leaders for
another missionary assignmentsassigrmoit in the session of the general conference of the

church held on october 8 1844 president young selected men to go on missions
to various areas of the united states A oo00 smoot was selectedselectselec toedbedted fill the
presidency of the church in alabama

the instructions of president young to the missionaries called on this
occasion directed them not to go out for just six months but to take their
families and settle downdowne they were to return for their endowments when the
temple was completed and then go back with their families and build up stakes
as large as the one at nauvooonauvoo

in later years brotherbrotherBt smootother recalled that he was to visit the states
of kentucky tennessee alabama9 georgia and mississippi to raise funds for the
completion of the templetempleotempietempled the original instructions seem to have been altered
somewhat by the time he left because hefielleile said he was also to induce the saints
in that region to come to nauvoo and prepare to move westwardowestwaxdwestwardswestwardwest 4wardo

inasmuch as he was taking his family with him the preparations required
a longer timetimcotineotincotine with these completed he went to apostle john taylor on november

53 and received a letter of commendation and a parting blessing which promised

him prosperity in his labors and in his personal life they left nauvoo on

november 4 but did not get away from montrose until the sixthsixths on board the

vessel for stesto louis they traveled in company with heber co kimball who renewed

the blessings already pronounced upon him and his family 0

libaolibmo P 25

margaretargaxetartaxet to smoot experiences of a mormon wife
1844 october 8 po 50
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they alighted from the vessel at paducah where smoot left his family and

went on ahead to find a wagon to bring back and transport them overland 0 this
method was employed in successive steps until they arrived at benton county where

they spent several weeks visiting and doing missionary workworkeworko leaving their son

at eagle creek benton county to attend school brother and sister smoot resumed

their journey on december 17 in company with her mother

when they arrived at florenceflorencegflorences lauderdale county alabama they found

that an imposterimpostor had caused serious dissentiondissectiondis insention the branchobranch this man claiming

to be an elder had ordained two other elders defrauded the people and preached

false doctrineodoctrinedoctrindoctrines elder smoot called the people together and corrected the errors
of doctrine which thisthithl mannan had sown among them

christmas day was observed in true ao 0 smoot style by attending to

business and traveling twentyseventwenty milesomilesnilesmilenoseven

at tuscumbiaTus alabamacumbia mrsersoers

henadhexad
inginy

claicial1 ms

olaiclaa
1ms

prespreb odingiding hibhighhip priest in that statedstate 0

gospel conversations of from three to four hours were common experiences
and were attended by reasonable success as he baptized persons at frequent inter-
vals adding steadily to the membership of thebhe charchochurchochurch

times and seasons 9 nauvoo illinois march 15 1845 0

edyedt

drug it and damaged it considerably
one of the frequent items of business and subject for discussion in the

organized branches of the church was to encourage the members in temple donations
and tofcotcotto collect them whenever possible

on february 15 and 16 elder smoot presided over the first annual confer-
ence of the branch at gypseysypsey tuscaloosa county alabama the burden of his
remarks to the people on that day was the contrast of the just claims of the
quorum of the twelve to the leadership of the church as opposed to the unlawful
claims and pretensions of sidney rigdonfiigdonoriigfiig whendono a vote was taken after his remarks

it was unanimously in favor of the twelve 0 when he explained the nature of his
assignment to take charge of the affairs of the church in alabaalabama it was unani-
mously approved by the vote of the conference that ao oo00 smoot be receivedasreceivedreceive as
the presiding

severcsemercial

landwereandwere

mcmeans was left with arrangements made that
she should proceed on to decatur to visit her sonoson on january 8 mrsersoensoers smoot also
was left behind at russelvillebusselvilleRussBuss whileelville elder smoot started upon a preaching tour of

the areaxeaze boa
on january 22 he was returning toward russelvilleRuss toelville join his wife and

move further onoone about the middle of the afternoon his carriage which he hadhaa

procured for mrsmrsoarso smoot to ride in turned overandoverhandoversand the horse become frightenedfrighten
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elder smoot records little in the way of violent open opposition as we

have seen in his former missions however on sunday april 20 he had the

opportunity to repulse a criticocritic at the close of the services an esquire
blocker employed by a priest named thompson presented to the congregation
john go bennetts book attempting to expose mormonism the congregation becom-

ing disgusted with the attempt of blocker left him and turned their attention
to smootssnoots remarks on the corruption of john co bennett which he said I1 gavegav
withith much pleasurepleasureepleasuredpleapieai suree

in a letter to the wife of wilford woodruff marearetmargaret smoot reports
that on their mission to alabama

the work of the lord is progressing in this region many have embraced
the gospel and many others are investigating the subject but mreroere smoot
in the midst of his labors in common with many others was called to nauvoo
where we arrived on the 27th of mayymaymajy and I1 truly rejoice to return once more
to the city of joseph and stand in my own door and behold the temple of the
lord and attend meetingsonmeetings on the same ground where we have so often heard
the voice of the prophet of the lord

on preparing to return to nauvoo elder smoot gathered around him many

of the saints of the southern region and guided them to nauvoo others who

could not make sufficient preparation he left to be led westward by elders
john brown and william grosbyocrosby this body known as the mississippi company of

saints made the journey by way of the arkansas valley and joined the main

pioneer group at fort laramielarami on june 1 1847

now that he was in nauvoo brother smoot applied himself to the majorajornajor
problem at handohande he joined in the work to complete the nauvoo temple at the
samesainesanebainebaene time he gave part of his hours to service on the nauvoo police force 0

the temple was sufficiently completed that under the press of timetine and

threats from their enemies endowment ordinances were administered beginning on

december 10 18451645 it is ot at all surprising to find that elder smoot was one

of the first to officiate in the temple ilehellelie was assigned by president young to
officiate in the temple on december 19 1845 0 again he was selected by the
council of the twelve boto labor in the temple for the week beginning december

27279 1845 he states that he officiated in the temple for about three months

in this period of temple work he adopted margarets boy william by

power of the priesthood and from that time on the young man bore the name of

moot

B ho robertsRobert A comprehensive historyhistqrhister of the church of jesus christ of
latterdaylatter saintsday salt lake city utahutahimutahi church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day
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smoot and was treated as abraham snootssmoots ownamiowl son

another eventful day in the life of ao oo00 smoot was january 9 1846

when he had sealed to him his second and third wivesowives the second wife was

sarah gibbens bomborn october 20 1800 in cumberland county kentucky the
third wife was emily hill born november 25 1816 in pendleton district south

carolina a daughter of john hill and martha carilncarlin
emily hill was the widow of zachariah harris by whom she had two child4child4

renoren A person of excellent character and natural refinementrefine shementymento had joined the
2church while on a visit to her sister nearneaz nauvoo in 1842

these plural marriages had the full sanction and approval of his first
wife margaretmacMax whogaret expresses her attitude in the following languagelanguages myself

and husband being thoroughly convinced of the divinity of the revelation on

plural marriage given through joseph smith my husband with my fullest and

freest consent here took his first plural wife margaret smoot proved to be

one of th6thase great women capable of living this principle and her testimony of

its divinity remained constant throughout forty odd years of experience with ito

bennett the smoot family
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CHAPTER IV17

FROMfriou NAUVOO TO sadtSALTSAUT LAKELAIE VALLKYVALLEY

in compliance with the demands of their enemies in illinois the church

leaders promised the mobs that the saints would leave the state as soon as

water would run and grass would grow in the sprinkspringespring in spite of this promisepromis
the persecution continuedocontinuedcontinue spurred on by this constant pressure the saints
made hasty efforts to leave nauvoo when the first wagons drew away from nauvoo

onto the ice covered mississippi abraham oo00 smoot remained behind sick with

chills and feverocevero he was not to be detained long however for they left nauvoo

in maybayeay 1846 with a larkelarge company of his southern friends 0

when smoot departed from this place he was separated from his mother who

decided against journeying west because of her advanced ageoage she remained in
illinois with another sonsolisollsorl reedkeedoreedo reedheed was an older brother to A oo00 smoot he

had joined the church with his wife parents in callowaygalloway county kentucky but
2did not come westward with the churchochurchcharcho

ao oo00 smoot was accompanied by his wives margaret and emilyemliyenily but no

mention is made of his wife sarah being with the group 0 hiselseisohlsohis sisters also
53joined the emigration westward 0

most of the companies leaving nauvoo stopped for a time at sugar creek
west of montroseomontrosemontrossoMont smootroseo no doubt stopped here for further preparation and

organization within the company e

among smootssmooths southern friends who traveled in the same company with him

was samuel turnbow turnbowsturnbowlturnbowelTurn recordbowsbowl preserves for us not only the time of the
journeyjounneyjourneys but also an interesting incident in which smoot md his wife played an

important partopartpantopant
on november 18 j before he had joined the church turnbow had a vision

smoot early experiences of ae oo00 smoot
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700teo PMpmepeepeaame on august 12 the horn was blown and the people assembled

in the square brigham young organized the people into companies with a foreman

at the head of each to direct the labor of building corrals stacking hay

cutting wood and keeping the area clean and in orderorderobordero abraham oo00 swootsmoot was

chosen 3to be the foreman of tilethetlletiie tenth company 0

brother smoot has not left us an account of his activities during this
difficult winter he merely states that he spent the winter in building cabins

samuelisamuelisamael turnbow genealogical nd blessing book of samuel tumbowturnbow with A

brief sketch of his life

42

wherein he saw joseph smith preaching and healing the saintsaints so he was also led
into a large white house where he saw people clothed in white robes receiving
washings and annointingsoaxmointingso

he returned from a mission in the southbouth to join the company with smoot

and wilford woodruff going through lowaoiowalowalobao he said they left early in the month

of june and traveled as far as mount pisgahypisgahv where one of their children dieddiedo

afterarterartor burying the child 9 they returned to camp with heavy hearts 0 abraham and

margaret smoot felt concerned at the sorrow of their friends and attempted to
comfort themthemo while offering assurances of continued family association in the

hereafter they showed the grieving couple their temple clothingclothcioth brotheringo

turnbowtumbowtunnbow declared I1 did recognize them as those I1 had seen in the vision in
the year 185183318531855 5 0 and these holy raimentsrai werements showed unto my wife and she ac

knowleagedknowledgedknowle thataged her ausbondhusbond had describdescribe this clothing exactly as they yvere

presentedopresentedpresentadopresenpreben 0tedo 0 these things drew away our waight of sorrow at heartheaxt ardand we

both felt comforted 0 0
ihi101ihl

the group in which abraham oe smoot traveled reached council bluffs
sometime before july 17 184601846 on this day at council bluffs smootsnoot was given

another assignment 0 several days previous to this four companies had been
organized for service in the mormon battalionBatta andliong on july 16 they were mustered

into the service 0 As they were to leave within a few days some provision must

be made for the families which these men would leave behindobelindo in a meeting on

july 17 brigham young proposed that men be selected to act as bishops and care

for the families of the battalion menmenonenonenenen among those selected was abraham oo00
2smoot 0

several weeks later smoot had located on the west side of the missouri

river at what was known as butlerscutlersCut parkparkopackolers the large number of people gathering
here necessitated that some organization be effected to direct the activities of
the campocamp at as7s 50
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to shelter the people and in looking after the wants of the poor the pen of

robert gardner who was too young to go with the battalion gives us a picture
of bhethe intense suffering and hardships at winter quarters and perhaps an idea
of the activity of brother smoot during these trying tinestimesetimestimmse

houses and wood had to be provided for the famileycamiley of the men that
had gon in the battalion 0 0 0

I1

oriorl inalinai utahsutah9

astheagthe

men that could work had to work nearly
night and day for meny of the older was taken with a disease called balck
leg and was entirely helpless and meny died with it there legs from the
knees down would get as black as coal

because of this sickness our narrator robert gardner jr explains

that the work of five families fell upon himself and his brother archiedarchieoarchie
0 0 0 meny an evening I1 have visited the family of men who had gone

with the battalion in time of snow storm and found them in open log houses
withoutithoutwithout any chinkenchixikenchanken and it snowing inside as fast as it was out and nothing
but green cottonwood to burn 0 0 0 men was so scarce and so meny sick and
dyeing that I1 have had to go and help the sexton bury the dead yet the
authorities kept up ther meetings and now and then have a dance to keep up
the spiritss of the eople 1p

in spite of heroic efforts the winter took a terrible toll in suffering
and liveselavese

one event during the winter which must have been a source of satisfac-
tion to these good friends was the ordination of abraham oo00 smoot to the office

2of bishop by wilford woodruff on january 6 184718470 these two men enjoyed working

together for the next few months as they organized companies for the departure
westwardwestwards on february 5 elder woodruff reported that his company of one hund-

red organizedorgani joedsed abraham oo00 smoot captain 9 by appointment they went about

fifteen miles to the fox branch of mosquito creekgreek and organizedorgani anzedsed immigratingmigrating
company 4at mosquito and keg creeksocreeks such preparations continued throughout

the summer as the various groups left winter quarters 0

the first group to leave was brigham youngsyoung s group known as the pioneer
company 0 brigham young and the apostles in his company left winter quarters on

april 14 and joined the pioneer company at the elkhorn river from which point
theyvhey left on april 160igo among the departing pioneer company was ff C ao smoot

the nineteen year old son of margaretMax smootsmootegaret
the next group of saints to leave for the west gathered on the southwest

bank of the elkhorn river on june 15 184718470 apostles parley po pratt and john

robert gardner jr biography and journal typewritten copy from the
original manuscript bo yo uo library provo utah po 140
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iesoleso brother smootssmooths company which had been par-

tially organized as early as februaryfebruax 59Y was completely organized on june 17

with george bo wallace and samuel russell as captains of fifties and also with
2captains of tensotens it was moved by parley poP pratt that they move in hundreds

and camp in that order about half a mile apart 0 he also moved that daniel
spencers hundred families be called the first hundred john taylors group

oftheodthe

44

taylor were presentopresentcresentopre eldersento pratt spoke concerning organizationorganizat and then proceeded

to organize them into companiesocompanierocompanicompan

actually captained by edward hunter the second hundred jedediah lil grants
the third hundred and abrahanoabraham oo00 smooths the fourth hundred 0 this large body

of over five hundred wagons left their camp on the elkhorn on june 20 184718470

elder smoot did not lightly regard his responsibilities as captain of
one hundred families and often counseled them on their conduct 0 on the morning

of june 26 while they were waiting for the other companies to starty captocapt
mootsmoot called his hundred together and instructed them to be prayerful to be

faithful in the dischargediqcharp of their dutieso
on july 5 smoots company was delayed on account of a broken wheel on

one of the wagons 0 they did not catch up to the main group for several daysodaysdacso
A short time after this the wagons in the lead encountered a large body of
ogallalaogallalokalOgalokai indianslaliallai and word was sent back to taylor grant and smoot to have their
companies catch up to the main body

another opportunity to counsel his hundred came on august lo10

this afternoon captogaptocapt smoot called a meeting in his company of a hundred
and gave many instructionsoinstructionsinstruction he exhorted the brethren to obedience sp that
they nightmightraightinight be united and admonished the captains to stand in their places
respect their officers as well as the priesthood handle any body who was
out of the way with ease and with kindness and in case that was not suffici-
ent then it was timetine enough to command themthedie the brethren should consider
this journey a great school to them and that they nightmight expect at some future
day to be called upon to lead companies in the same way to zion in that
event they would expect those companies to be subject to them 5

brother smootsnoot was respected by those under his direction and they pro-

ceeded in harmony and without any major setbacks 0 during the latter part of
august the strain of travel under difficult conditions began to tell upon their
teamsoteamsteameo some of the animals died from lack of feed and othersotters from poisoningopoisoningpoison
captain

ingo

grantsgrantGraftgrann companyts lost about forty head of cattle and smootssmooth company

bido 1847 june 150

bid 1847 june 17 po 20

ibido 1847 june 17917 poP 404

ibid 1847e june
ebido

26

9

p 20210

ibido 1847 august 1 po ac5c

concerning organizat ionlon
es 1

B

M

3

ng

start
C

ge dut
59

ogallaliadians

1

andgave

theirofficers

tlrne cons 1der

&ootwas

9

31bid9
4

15

179 p 2

19 P 5

so

AbrahanohamO

uld

doy

ebido



I1 s richbich I1 s companii e s

ebido31bid0

prepayprepax

arrangeaxrangedwithdeith
rovisedrevised

entertaientertaini nmentmixed

letterioletterto

citogcitow ivaiv9

45

lost twelve head of horsesohorseson all of the companies began to suffer such losses
and as teams died it became difficult to proceedproceedoproceedsproc even11eedo the cows were yoked to

the wagons 0 smootssmoothsnoots company was one of those hard hitohit on august 28 a letter
was sent to the presidency in the valley asking that help be sent to aid them on

their wayo

after the pioneer company entered the valley and established the colony

there they set out on a return journey to the east so that they could bring

their families to the valley the next summer the returning pioneers met the

first of the westbound saints on september 40 on the following day smootssmoothsnoots
wallaceswallacewailace and riches companies camped at pacific springs on the big sandy where

they met with brigham young who addressed themthemothenothen after this gathering they de
2

cidedaided to lay over the next day and hold a meetingsmeetingomeenee

monday

tingo

morning september 6 dawned cold and clearoclear the twelve held a

council in a tent with the officers of the campscampsocamaso at this meeting they nom-

inated a president john smith a hghighelahetah councilh and a marshall of great salt lake

fityogityocity A 0 smoot was nominated as a member of the elghhigh qouncilocouncil
while the men were busy in council the women were equally busy prepar-

ing a feast for their prominent guestsgaestso although this banquet was prepared
adjacent to the council tent it was contrived with such secrecy that it was a

complete surprise to the astonished elders who were led through a small opening

in the bushes to a clearing arranged withsith tables for 150130 personpersonsopersons
several improvised tables of uncommon length covered with snow white

linen and fast being burdened with glittering tableware gave evidence that
a surprise was in store for the weary pioneers game and fish were prepared
in abundance fruits jellies and relishes reserved for special occasions
were brought out until truly it was a royal feastfeasts

when supper was over and the tables cleared away out came the fiddles
and instruments to provide the music for dancing such entertainment mixed with

recitations and singing climaxed a memorable day for the desert travelersotravelerstravel
on

erso

the next day smootssmooths company resumed their march now eager to see the

valley which had been described to themothemtheb on september 9 the presidency and the

twelve preparedpreDpreu aaxed letterietter to the saints setting forth the organization of the
stake in salt lake valley 0 their sigmentassignmentas of duties made it clear that these
new officers were to serve in a civil as well as a religious capacityocapacitycapaci

tmo

tyo
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iby189 smootssmooths company camped on the bearbeaxbead river and on september

24 they completed their journey and entered salt lake valleyovalleyvaileyvallebo this was the larg-
est company of the season and the second after the pioneer company to enter the

salt lake valleyovalleyvaileyvallebo
As ehe was about to enter intonto a new period in his lifeilfe smoot looked back

and summarized his years in the church up to this point 0

thus passed the first twelve years of connection with the church twelve
years of rough but not unprofitable experience for me considering the many
lessons I1 had learned and the satisfaction I1 enjoyed in contemplating myinytny
labors during the period I1 had become strong and healthy and through the
blessings of godsod had been enabled with the help of my wife and boy to earn
a subsistence and accumulate some property notwithstanding the many missions
I1 had filled and the losses of property I1 had sustained 11

from his past struggles abraham 0 smoot again turned to face an uncer-

tain future e
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CHAPTER V

INIJST GREAT SALT LAKE VALLEY

1847 TO 18511651

upon theirtheithel arrivarrivalarria in the valleyvailey they were almost without provisionsprovis andi

of
r

necessity lost little time in utilizing the broad acres which lay before themthemotheme

they expended a vast amount of labor to bring water upon the landoland
but amid all these hardships we were happy beyond expression in our

social relations and union virtue and chastity were universaluniversalinuniversalian in our com-
munity and vice and prostitution were things unknown in our society in
everyevert providence we acknowledge the hand ofd the almighty and never lost
the faith that our difficulties were but temporary and would quickly pass
away and so long as our prophet said that utah was to be our home we had
no desire but to remain sincerely believing that gods will was revealedreveLrevei
to

led
him and obedience to those revelations would vouch safe to us prosperity

in the immediate future 9 and always secure to us the utmost happinessohappinesshappinesso

in this spirit of faith and determination the smoot family along with
many others carved out new lives in the western desertdeserto

brother smoot was soon called to assume the responsibility for which he

had been nominated in the meeting of september 69 which had selected the officers
of the stake 0 at a conference held on sunday october at the salt lake

2colony the president and high council were sustained by the vote of the people

the new high council was quick to respond to its dutiesoduties on this same date they
met in two sessions to settle a number of mattersomattersbattersomat atterso the second meeting elder
smoot preferred charges against joseph thorn for failing to perform rightful
blacksmithing duties within the company as they crossed the plainsoplainsplainse the final
decision was that thorn should pay for the smithing that hadbad to be done by men

hired from the other companiesocompaniescompanierocompan

sometime

iesoleso
during the fall of the yearyean smoot assisted wilford woodruffwoodruffs

father to sow three acres of wheat and two and one half acres of ryeryeo duringduding

margaret1margaretcmargaret toT smoot experiences of a mormon wife
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this period 9 he probably sowed some acreage for himselfohimselfhim wilfordselfo woodruff had

leftlef his father in the care of one of the salt lake citizens at the failure of

this man to fulfill this responsibility brother smoot spent considerable time

looking after the old gentlemangentl heemanoenano records spending more than a week with his
son william looking for the cattlecattie of brother woodruff

in the midst of their labors to establish themselves in this land an

event of importance occurred in the life of A X smootsmoote his first child was

born to his wife emily on vembernovemberUo 23 1847 the baby boy was named albert
spring of the next year found him busy planting crops in a letter to

wilford woodruff he expresses regret at not being ableabie to send him more than
one yoke of oxen but that he is notnob finished with his spring work

the same letter of may 22 1848 tells that a horde of crickets had

attacked the grain and garden vegetables what will be the result of their
visit with us is unknown I1 hopeholehol howevere they will not stay long as they are

2intieraly unwellcomunwell visittorsvisitcom intors the valley this hope evidently remained

unfilled as a later letter of october 10 describes their fight against the
invading horde

I11 will observe that our crop turned off quite light in consequence of
the crickets amongst the wheat corn and all kinds of garden vegetablevegetables
notwithstanding we as a community like sampsonsmapson slew our thousandsthousand yet they
reinforce I1 suppose and took more than half of the crops we planted in the
valley 0 they destroyed all inymy gardenp and near to 1 third of all other
crops I1 had planted which calamity makes grain quite high this year

it will be remembered that brigham young and the twelve had returned to
winter quarters to bring additional emigrants to salt lake valley in the summer

of 184801848 president young organized and started out with a large group of nearlyneatly
four hundred wagons on may 5131 0 As he anticipated that aid from the valley would

come to meet them he was very disappointed when only eighteen wagons all in
need of repair themselvesthemselve met them on july 12 in an attemptattempts to stir the salt
lake colony to greavergreatergrea effortverlterlvers he sent a letter on july 17 sonewhatsomewhatsone chastisingwhat

the people for their small effort and asked for greater aid immediately
actually the brethren in salt lake had expected to send additional aid

as soon as they were able even at the time of receiving brigham youngs letterletten
they were busily preparingprep wagonsazineaxing and provisions to send east in the early part
of august ao oo00 smoot and lorenzo D young had started out with a wagon train of

letter from ao 0 smoot to wilfordWilfor dWoodruffwoodruff all letters quoted aceareaxeaze on
file in the church historianshistorian office unless otherwise stated
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supplies to meet the company of president youngoyoung the journal history of the
church records that on august 20 smoot and young arrived in charge of 47 wagons

and 124 yokes of oxen that had been sent to assist the west bound saintssaintsesaintie how-

ever abraham smoot records the date of meeting on the sweetwater as august
269 184801848 he declares that exposure on this journey barougbroughtbroug on an attack of
mountain fever 9 which continued because of added exposure and cold after return-
ing to the valleyovalleyvaileyvallebo

at this same time margaret smootssmooths health was not the bestbestebesto smoot

reports it as much the same as when they were in winter quarters his descrip-
tion to wilford woodruff does not reveal the brightest of prospects for the
coming winterowinterkintero

1I am destitute of means and have a large family to support by the labor
of my own handsohandshandlo we are all destitute of clothes pretty much & dry goods
is from 2 to 500 per cent higher than in the states hence it will be all I1
can do to keep the old man wilford woodruffewoodruffs father and sister edwards
in provisions if they should lack anythinganythjjjagoanythng

in this letter smoot explains that he has no means of getting goodsgooda

from the east and requests that if the chance arises brother woodruff send him

twentyfivetwenty poundsfive of coffee the same amount of sugar one box of glass twenty

pounds of nails five pounds of tea and five dollars worth of sole and upper

leatheroleatherieathercleatheroleaiea suchthero were some of the needs of these settlers
As the saints continued to immigrate to salt lake valley the population

grew until further organization was neededoneeded the first presidency and the twelve

apostles in council with the leading brethren on february 14 and 16 decided to

divide salt lake city into nineteen wardsowardswaldso carrying the plan to completion they
met again on february 20 and ordained and set apart bishops for the city wards 0

abraham oo00 smoot was set apart as bishop of the fifteenth ward with nathaniel
vo jones and william scarce as his counsellorsocoimsellorscounsell presidentorso young counseled them

to fence off the wards and to gather in the poor and look after themthemethemo

A chart printedanted in the historical record shows the members of the saltteiltsait
lake city high council and the timetine they servedoservedservedio it reveals that at the time
smoot became bishop of the fifteenth ward he ceased boto act as a member of the
high councilCoun 4ciloclio
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with the growth of church organization and activity came an increasewrinerease

in the civil activity alsooalsoaisoalloo on march 12 1849 a general election was held in
the bowery of the old fort for the election of officers for a provisional state
governmentgo inverment addition to the general officers some with local jurisdiction
were elected among these were magistrates or justices of the peace to fill
these offices the previously selected bishops were chosen to serve within the
same boundaries as their wards encompassed ao 0 smoot the bishop and justice
of the peace of the fifteenth ward was the first man to serve as a justice of

the peace in the territory of utahoutahitaho
the same evening that he was elected justice of the peace smoot tried

the case of a man who had stolanstolfenstol6n a pair of boots from one of the immigrants

after finding the man guilty he sentenced him to pay four fold in return for
the boots pay the man and officers for theirthein trouble and finedined him fiftyrifty

1dollars to be applied on the roads clearly the new justice did not intend
to encourage stealingstealingssteadingsstea oftenlings the local courts had to settle disputes involving

travelers going through to the west coast these travelers were generally high

in theirthein praise of the local courts and willingly accepted the justice meted

out by them

withnith the discovery of gold in california and the great increase of travel
through the salt lake valley from the east opportunities for a transportation
company appeared favorable 0 at the suggestion and backing of government leaders
a group of enterprising men banded together to organize such a company associ-
ated with A 0 smoot in this venture were shadrack roundy jedediah M grant
john so fullmer george D grant and russell homer this group sent a commun-

ication to the editor of the frontier guardian to be published early in 1850

this description of their proposed services was intended to attract business for
the spring and kummerosummerosummerbummer

the appeal was made mostly to passengepassengersbassenge expecting that some would desire
to journey all the way to california under the appeal of the gold fieldsfield and to
merchants who desired to freight merchandise to salt lake valleyvailey light wagons

for the passenger trade would accommodate three passengers and 150 pounds of
luggage to a passengeropassengerpassengerspas thesesengero wagons would be drawn by four horses or mules
and a sufficient number of loose animals were to be kept at hand to continue the
journey in case of an accidentaccidents they promised all the comfort possible y but did
warn that such a trip was not merely a play spell to cross the mountainsmountainsomountainshmounta inseinso
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suppliesosupplies
the freigfreight wagons 9 a type purchased especially for the great salt lake

valley carrying company would be drawn by oxen both the freight and passenger

service planned to start in the spring as soon as there was sufficient grassgnassbrass to
feed the animalsani themalso starting point was eighteen miles from kanesvilleganesvillekanesviKaneskaneski onlle the

missouri riverriverobiverbiven
for a through ticket to sutterssutlersutter fortfortt on the swiftsure1swiftsureSwifswir linetsure
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to insure the best service 9 one of the proprietors would accompany both

the freight and passenger trainsotrains two or more of the firm would remain in the

valley where they would be able to supply the trains with fresh animals and

the fare
was three hundred dollars 0 two hundred was to be paid in advance and one hund-

red at salt lake valley 0 the charge for freight to salt lake valley was twelve

dollars and fifty cents per hundred pounds or two hundred and fiftyrifty dollarsdollare per

tontonetono two thirds was to be paid in advance 0

john taylor who journeyed east with the first group of representatives
of the company expressed confidence in the ability of the companyocompanycompaniocomp

and

anyo

as their location and knowledge of the route afford themthen a facility
of obtaining horses mules etcetcoecco to recruit with and as they are mennen of energy
enterprise and respectability they are more competent to carry out an enter-
prise of this kind and establish a cheap speedy and safe conveyance to and
from the digaldigginsdiggl than anyarv company that could be organizedorganisedorgani onoedsed this side of the
plainsoplainsplainse 2

in order to carry out their activities as advertised part of the pro-

prietors journeyed east in the fall of 1849 s that they could prepare to direct
the trains west the following springspringe on october 19 a party of about thirty
five men met at the mouth of emigration canyon with the first presidency who

organized them for traveling easto there were some missionaries and some going
on church business to help the poor to immigrate to the westowest the group was com-

posed of twelve wagons and one carriage 0

no wagon train had ever before attempted the trip east thithisthl late in the
seasonseasouo the party traveled with all haste until they were beyond the pass and the
sweetwater hills which they feared mostomost they made good time passing fort
bridger on the twenty sixthosixthsixthor

after meeting four men who had been robbed by the crows they took added

precautions against indian raidsoraidsraudso they kept a guard of four men about the analsanimalsanaisagals
during the night changing the guard twice each night 0 this made each man serve
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guard every third dightonighto although they knew that the indians were near at hand

their vigilance kept the red men from attacking the party 0 the cheyennes how-

ever ventured once against the party
fortyfive miles from fort laramieLaralana duringmleymiep our noon halt nov 12th on

the bank of the platte we were surprised by a war party of about two hund-
red cheyennesGhe whoyennes were mounted and armed for the crows their descent upon
our camp was so precipitous that we had scarcely time to rush our animalanimals
behind our wagons and form a line before they were upon us but our bold
front and display of arms with which we were well supplied brought them
to a sudden haltohalthait and having no higher object than plunder they chose to
yield to our order and give us the roadoroadboado their chief then offered nanymany
apologies and wished to shake hands and part in infriendshipfriendshipunfriendship which we accord-
ingly dido 1

during the latter part of the journey the grain for the animals became

so depleted thatthatt the men mixed flour with what little grain they had and fed it
to the animalsoanimalsani

although
malsomaiso

storms fell to the right and to the left before and behind them

the wagons were wet but twice on the entire triptripetripo for such good fortune and for
a safe arrival they acknowledged the hand of the lordolordlodd

curtis E bolton who was chosen as clerk for the trip adds important

details to the account he said that on october 27 he lectured to the camp on

the principle of raithralth and promised them thatbhat if they would unite their faith
they would be free from snow until they reached the missouri river after cross-
ing the river on the ice on december 10 he recallrecallssrecalls

we travelled many hundred miles where the snow had fallen from 8 to 14
inches deep on a levellevei but it was piled up on both sides of the road leav-
ing the road naked and clear for us otherwise our horses must have perished
and though 5 persons made the journey not one disagreeable word was spoken
intentionally by any one but we journeyed in peace union harmony and
prayer andcand faithfaitheralthraith

although the overall success of the great salt lake valley carryingcarrCari
company

ying
fell somewhat below their initial expectations they did establish a

ferry and started a good portion of the immigration westward ininthethe springespring
also smoot captained a train of merchandise to the valley for the firm of
livingston and kinkadekinkadcoKinkad its arrival in the fall marked it as thetie first train
of merchandise to ever cross the plains this was the successful ending of the

first of thirteen business trips in which smoot crossed the plains with ocox or
mule teamteanotean
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having left his family well provisioned with the bounteous harvest of
1849 he found them in comfortable circumstances upon his return in 1850 this
scene of life was soon to undergo a slight changlechangechangie however for shortly after the

first of the new year smoot moved his family some eight or ten miles south
east of the mouth of big cottonwood canyon

in this new location his home became a stopping place where the church

leaders rested on their journeys to the south or on their return to salt lakelakee

president young and his partparty spent the night at smootsmoothsnoot home on their way to

fort utah and about a week later they commenced their return journey they
faced a very strong north wind which increased in fury as they approached salt
lakeolakejakeo before they finally reached a place of rest they were almost perished
with the cold and happy to arrive at abraham oo00 smootssmoothssnoots house as the snow pelted
in its pitiless furyofuryfunyferyo the storm continued all nightonightdighto ttl111

having moved from his former ward smoot was at this time without any

position in the charchochurcho this condition was soon corrected as at the annual
2conference on april 7 he was appointed to be bishop of the big cottonwoodcottGott wardowardtardoonwood

few undertakings of any magnitude were carried on in the valley in these
early years without ae 0 smoot being associateassociatedeassociated when brigham young and a large
party of leaders left on april 22 to explore the sevier valley and other places
in the area for future settlement A oo00 smoot was in the company his sound

judgementjud wasgement respected by the leaders and no one was more responsive to the call
of thetiletiietlle leadersoleadersleaiea hisdersodenso entire life from the time he joined the church was occupied

in service to the charchochurchochurch his philosophy in the matter was serve the church

first 0 ones personal affairs would prosper more in the time leftlef than if you

rejected the callcali to service 0 the way to get ahead temporally and spiritually
was to obey the priesthoodopriesthood
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CHAPTER VI

MADERLKAEER OF taTHE FIRST PERPETUAL emigrating FUNDFUHD COMPANY

A 0 smoot was never long without an assignmentassignmentsassigyment at a conference on

september 8 he was called with several others to go on missions to england six
days later they preached their farewell discourses and were set apart by the

first presidency
since there had been no news of the work in england for seven months

president young was anxious to know the state of affairs there the group traveled
with all possible speed to complete the quickest trip made from the valley to

2england up to that time they reached the missouri river just forty days after
they began the journey

after several experiences with unsatisfactory transportation they boarded

the el paso bound for st louis by a curious circumstance they found them-

selves in the uncongenial company of the runaway officials judges brandenburyBrandenb

and 3

my
brocchus secretary harris and indian agent day after leaving st louis

a more enjoyable reunion was held in philadelphia with their faithful friend
colonel thomas L kane who insisted on giving them ten dollars to aid on their

4journey
from philadelphia they continued on to new york in hopes of spending the

night with brother matthew hicksohicks they arrived at his home at eleven oclock in
the evening to find the situation inconvenient for their lodging with brother
hicks so they left their trunksfranks at his place and took lodging at a public house

5near by

the four missionaries in the group lacked about fifty dollars of the
amount needed to pay their passage to england after trying to obtain assistance

bid 1851 september 14
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I1 desire your particular attention to the importance of having a faithful

ameraner i caycag

blipbrip ham

fundafundq heliehielle explained the problemprobienprob

by

lemoienoleno

your instructions to me dated june 0 51 1I wa led to supposesup I1ose
should send our passengers to kanesvilleganesvilleKanes onlyville and deliver them to the cos
agent in that place in time to cross the plains by the train leaving there
on the first of mayeay a comparatively easy tasktasko I1 had commenced my arrange-
ments on that plan to take out the persons called for in your letter of
june oth and their passages were engaged when yours of septoseptdepto lth13thithalth arrived
with the instructions to forward only so many as I1 could send through with
the fund in my handshandsohandlo 0 0 0 this last item of your instructions suddenly
changed thetche general character of the whole subectsubjectsubact as the portion of funds
in my hands would allow merae to send far less to the valley than it would to
bluffbluffs

the pressing and extensive demands for teams and all outfitting by our
brethren on the frontier with the probable scarcity of the same in that
region gave additional complexity and uncertainty to thetiietlle subject and mostnost
apparently reduced thetche

byourayour

andmostendmost

commcacommmand andwidanamid entrust it with thetche appropriation of their hard earned
penniesopenn accordinglyiesoleso I1 appointed broobro abraham oo00 smoot to go to the western
states to purchase wagons oxen cows tents and everything necessary to take
them over thetche plains according to the tenor andcindanacina spirit of your instructions
and then to superintend the journeying of the company to the valley 0 0 0

theirhardtheirgard

bouketouke

1ibidbibid P
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from one of the brothers in new york they decided to use some of the money

samuelsanuel richards had been assigned to take to england and attempt to replace it
in liverpool 0 in this manner they were able to procure ticketsricketson on the british
steamer america and sailed for england 0 after a comfortable cassappassagepassap of
eleven and one half days they landed in liverpool on december 29 1851

when elder smoot and the other missionaries arrived in england they found

the mission president franklin do richards searching for the solution of a

difficult problemoproblemproblemsprob

before
lemoienoleno

september of 1851 the church leaders had counseled all imm-

igrants who could reach the potawattamie country to do soo now that the entire
region of council bluffs was to be evacuated that stopping off place would no

longer be availableoavailable from this time on only those with sufficient means to
carry them throughthrougthrong bo the valley were advised to attempt the trip this change

in policy resulted in thetche problem which confronted elder richards a in a letter
of february 24 1852 to brigham young the president of the perpetual emigrating
fundfuna

number which thetche fund would be able to take provided
every arrangement could be well carried outoutoauto I1 felt if there wasyas arvany failure
in the enterprise it would prove a death blow to the fond hopes of thousands
in these conferences who look forward to deliverance throughroughthltiLtle the fund with
the highest degree of pleasure j but if it carried out well it would tend
mightily to promote tchethe confidence of the saints in the authorities of the
church and in thetche fund andcandana inspire themtchenthen with renewed diligence in co-
ntributing to its increase which appears to me of great considerationoconsiderationconsiderationsconsider

after
ationo

surveying the subject as kenerellygenerallygener anddallytallydaliy as minutely as I1 could I1
determined to call to the service of the poor the best financial talent at
my command
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I11 feel a good deal of satisfaction however on this head having such
men as elders A oo00 snootsmoot and isaac C haight to manage the appropriations
bro haight has gone out in charge of thetiletiietlle passengers on the ellen mariagmariamarlamarlay
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man and one who is somewhat of a financiernancierfancier to manage the affairs of the
company each year in outfitting the emigrants for the plains even though
his funds should have to be supplied from this office as in the present
instance by being on the ground and contracting on the most economical
terms for cattle and wagons it appears to me a man possessing business
tact andmd a heaxtheart devoted to the interests of the fund might save hundreds
of dollars to the company each emigrating season

and will aid bro snootsmoot in getting the company off for the mountajlnsomounta

elder smoot had been in england scarcely two weeks when he was ready to

return to the plains of america to fulfill his new assignment true western
economy delayed his departure from england for a few daysedays his companioncornparlion elder
samuel W richards records that on january 14 alloilali preparations were made for
smoot to leave when he went to secure a berth he could not go without paying

first class cabin fare so he remained in liverpool awaiting more economical
2passage
on saturday january 24 samuel richards procured a ticket forfon brother

smoot on board the steamer pacific when it sailed for new york on january 28

elder chaddsrichardschaxds accompanied him to the boat to bid him god speed on his journey
according to elder smoot only the hand of god enabled them to complete

their voyage across the atlantic ocean to new york
on my return from england in 1852 on board the steamer pacific we

encountered a severe storm in which the deck was swept clear of rigging
the deck cabin one of the wheels both wheel houses and the bulwarks the
steamer was entirely submerged in the sea at one time and had she not been
very well built she would never have come to the surface again it looked
like a precarious time but I1 felt an assurance that the vessel would be
saved and in the midst of all the excitement which prevailed among the crew
and passengers I1 felt quite calm I1 had seventeen thousand dollars ingold
in my possession and did not even fear that I1 would lose that our preser-
vation however was certainly providential for the vessel was in a terribly
dilapidated condition but we finally arrived safelys inpely new york with the
wrecked vessel after a voyage of sixteen days

about the time smoot was completing his hair raising passage of the

atlantic the ship llenellen mariamaxiamarlamazia sailed from liverpool on february10february 10 with
69 converts and missionaries aboard among these were 182 perpetual emigrating

fund members under the direction of elder isaac GC haight the ship kennebec

carried additional emigrating fund members under elder john S elebeehigbee bringing
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the total of the fund members to 2522520 the kennebec traveled ahead oftheodtheof

ellen
the

mariamaria1earlaeariamariaa which sailed into new orleans on april 7 1852isoisa
at this time ao oo00 smoot was in sto louis 9 where he had purchased sup

plies

1

for the journey overlandoverlandoove herlando was just about to go farther up the river
and purchase cattle for the company whenwhe li bo kelsey came to him for advice

in regard to chartering the saluda to carry an independent company of saints
up the river 0

I1 went with him to examine the boat and on findingndinganding that it was an old
hulk of a freight boat fitted up with a single engine I1 strongly advised
him against having anything to do with ito he seemed to be influencediff1iience in
making choice of it entirely by the fact that he could get it cheaper than
a better one but in my opinion it seemed folly for in addition to the
danger of accident 5 the length of time likely to be occupied in making the
journey would more than counterbalance what might be saved in the charge
for transitotransit howeverHowe 9versverv he decided to charter it and then both he and the
captain urged me strongly to take passage with them offering to cargcarry me

free of cost if I1 would only go but I1 could not feel satisfied to do o0
I1 followed a few days afterwards on the isabella and overtook them at
lexington where the saluda was stopped by the floaticefloat andice was unable to
proceed far therothere I1 went on board of her to visit the saints who were in
charge of do jo ross eli bo kelsey having gone ashore to purchase cattle
and left just before the last plank was drawn in preparatory to attempting
to startstarte I1 had not walked two hundred yards after leaving the saluda be-
fore the explosion occurred and on turning to look in the direction of the
ill fated boat I1 saw bodies of many of the unfortunate passengers and var-
ious parts of the boat flying in the air in every directionodirectiondirectionsdirect fortunatelyiono
for the saints on board they were mostly on the deck of the boat and
pretty well towards the stern and they consequently fared better than
those who were below or in the forepart of the boat which was blown en-
tirely to piecesopieces As it was however upwards of twenty of the saints were
lost or subsequently died of their wounds 0 my own preservation I1 can only
attribute to the providence of the almighty for if I1 had remained a moment
on the wharf to see the boat start as would have been very natural for a
person to do I1 would have been blown into eternity as those were who tood
there 0

I1 shall never forget the kindness of the citizens of lexington in caring
for the living and hurrying the deaddeadobeado the lord certainly inspired them to
do all that sympathy and benevolence could suggest in the aid of the af-
flicted the city council set apart a piece of ground in which to bury the
saints who had died 0 0 0 and manymaivmalv other prominent citizens did all they
could to comfort and help the afflicted survivorsosurvivorssurvivor besides their devoted
attention their contributions in aid of the saints amounted to thousands
of dollarsdoldoiaoi 1larselarso

brother smoot remained at lexington about eight days giving what assista-
nce he could to the unfortunate victims in a letter to president young describ-
ing the disasterdisasters smoot states that seventyfiveseventy offive one hundred and seventyfiveseventy
passengers

five
were killed in the explosioneexplosions when he had rendered all possible aid

to the injured and had purchased oxen at the bargain price of fifty dollars per
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yoke he returned to st31 0 louis to conduct his company of saints up the river
the company laid over a few days at kansas city while they waited for

theirthein wagons which were being specially constructed at st louis the wagons

proved to be of such fine type that the following year brigham young advised

the emigrants to procure wagons of the same kind and from the same company as

brother smoot did last year
while staying nearneaz kansas city the company was stricken with cholera

which attacked about forty persons and proved fatal to more than fifteen of them

brother smoot said that some of them even though parentlyapparentlypatentlyap neanearr deaths door

were healed almost instantly throughthroup administration by the elders emigrant

isaac brockbank describes the sceneoscenescaneo

this was a very sad affairaffairoaffairs here was a company of several hundred
saints temporarily located among a people who were hostile to the whole
mormon communitymunitycofCor and who had assisted in driving the saints across the
river some years before and that they were on hand to go thro the same
performance againoagainagaizo but as the scourge in the camp increased and the breth-
ren and sisters dying off alarm spread thro the surrounding country and
the result was that indignation meetings were held and propositions made
to have the saints removedoremovedrem butbatovedo as the scourge continued they were afraid
to go nearneaz the campocamp 0 0 rude boxes of any kind were made use of and dead
laid away without much ceremony 0

1

on june 1 when the afflicted persons had recovered sufficiently to
travel smoot led his inexperienced band toward their western home few com-

panies had been as green as this group of english immigrants for a detailed
description of the journey we areaxe indebted to jamsjamesjawesjamos thomas wilson a young imm-

igrant who kept a careful journal during the triptripotripe

it took some two weeks to get readyoreadyreaddo brother smoot hired one americanamerlAmeri
ox

ganpan
teamster who drove the commisserycoamisserycommissarycommis waggonseryseny drawn by six yoke of oxen

there was 35 wiggonswaggonswag in nthe company and if any of us ever seen a yoke of
oxen before our arrivelaxrivelarrival at kansas city I1 am not aware of it for we knew
no more about cattle than cattle knew about usouse there was considerable
manauvoring in getting every one to know just what to do but brothbrother smoot
and go layton had to usease a great deal of patience while showing us what to
do and how to yoke up the cattle they were all unbroke except a few yoke
which he purchased for leadersoleadersleaiea

one
derso

brother a welshman tried to yoke up his team with the bows in the
yoke it was a yoke of texas cattle they had extra long horns e he tried
till he was potteredpett outoatered endeavoringendeaverdeaverendeavoren toi putng the heads of his cattle throughthroup
the bows in the yoke without taking them out it is useless to say that he
was unsuccessful he then went boto brother smoot and asked himhin if he had a
sawosawbaw he asked what he wanted to do with a saw-o the teamster replied inno-
cently in broken welsh that he was going to cut off the horns of his oxen
but brother smoot did not reprove him but simpleydimpley said take the bows out of
the yokeoyoketokeo 0d 0 0

all now being ready a meetingetinginelne was called for the purpose of organizing

isaack brockbank autobiography microfilmed from a typewritten man-
uscript film is on file in the bo yo IL librarybraxybrazybracyLi poP 770
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our company according to the pattern led down by our great prophetprophets joseph
smith 0 0 0 0 all voted for ao oo00 smoot the captain was sustained by a
unanimous votevotca christopher layton captain of fifty was sustained by a
unanimous voteVOWvom thomas smith captain of second fifty was sustained by a
unanimous votevotcovitco 0 0 0 there was ten persons to each waggon and a captain
over each tenoten one cow and one tent to each ten and each ten were only
allowed 10 ibslbs of flour per day on the fronteersfrontiersfron andteers three or four weeks
after startingstacstax weting were alowedallowed some sugar bacon and fishish so we got along
very well till those were no longer to be hadohad there were also men and boys
appointed to drive the loose stock through the day and among this number I1
was selected 9 and all had to walk except our worthey captaincaptaihocapt heainoaiHoalno had three
animalsanamals 2 mules and 1 horse and a young man by the name of weeks had charge
of the horse e 0 0 0 I1 think it was on the 15th day of may we struck tents
and headed to the westoweste 1

captain smoot was to have more serious problems to contend with than

directing untrained immigrantsimmigrantsoimmigrant after the last person had recovered from the

cholera smoot was stricken with the samesailiesanesaille diseasediseaseodiseases his condition became so

iticalcritical that he was not expected to recoverorecoverrecoverorreco onevero of the company records that
brother smoot himself felt so impressed about it that he made out his willwillo
smootssmooths account states thatthatt

the train was stoppestopped andana the whole company fasted and prayed for two
days for my recovery but I1 continued growing worse until my limbs and the
lower part of my body were apparently dead but then the faith of the saints
andeindbind the power of the almighty prevailed in my behalf and I1 recovered 0 I1 had
however lost seventyfiveseventy poundsfive in weight within a few daysdansodansedans 2

As the journey continued young wilson describes smootssmooth efforts in be-

half of the campcampecampo

captain smoot went ahead of the train both in the fore and afternoon in
order to find feed water and fuel for our nooning and campingscam atpings fightenightenight
our present journey was his fifth trip across the plains but hehd diddidnotdidiotnot
loiter with the camp and depend upon his knowledge of the route for feed
and water but he generally started some after thebhe camp was in motion and
went ahead in quest of the needfullneedfullyneed tofull see where our teamsteama could do the
bestobest everybody loved our captainocaptaincaptaineCap hetaino was both thoughtful polite con-
siderate mdand although our wiggonswaggons were loaded to the bows when he would
see any of the company lagging as they trudged wearly along with stick in
hand to aid them in their locamotivelocomotiveloca powersmotive and he was convinced they were
not putting it on he would tell them to rideridcericce the rule was that all able
bodyedbodwed men women and youth should walk there was to be no favouratesfavour
who

ates
rode just when they pleased whilewhilo some who were more deserving had to

trudge onoon 0 0 0

an interesting scene in camp life
to see our train in motion was quite interesting at least to the tutored

american who well understands the ha and the gee and knows just how to
crack a whipowhipwhilo butbatbit to see a long train in motion and from 53 to 4 men to each
team one having a long whipstock and 15 foot lash the others each with a
long stick or club and when any of the oxen would show signs of flying the
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track a slash from the whip or a blow from a club sometimes would teach
them to remain on the roadoroadboado at other times in spite of allail they could do
a team and sometimes several would run out on the prariepraxieprarle the men running
as hard as they could fly on both sides endeavoringendea toverineveringverink stop them it was
laughable to see men with a big club on his shoulder a heavey coat on and
a stiff stove pipe hat on his coat tails in mid air then the man with the
whip slashing at them and in place of striking the team he would get it
tangled around his head and neck then stop to undo it and after them again
the team running at full speed making circles and semi

1

this summer saw the heaviest emigration from council bluffs nearly
ten thousand saints left there that year after they reached the plattepiatte river
smoots company traveled along on the south side while the bluff saints traveled
on the north side of the riveroriver occasionally the captains of companies would

cross the river to inquire after the welfare of the other company and to con-

gratulate each other on theirtheimthelm progress with so many saints on the trail they
no longer felt aloneoalone

after about two weeks they reached fort kearney at which point sugar

coffee bacon and fish began to disappear from the bill of fare in another
2week their main food consisted of milk and flour the indians often oame

alongside the company attempting to trade for bread or flour but as the supply

was so low little trading was donedonee

during the trek an incident took place which might have been disastrous
john calvin obtained permission from smoot to ride one of his mules back to their
last camping spot in search of his shepherd dog which had strayed behind 0 As

he rejoined the wagon train his good spirits at finding his dog could no longer
be suppressed urging the mule to his top speed he dashed into the center of
the wagons whooping and yelling hat in handohand in truth he created quite a sen-

sation
0 0D 0 for no sooner had he reached the center of the train than 9 of the teams
quick as thought began running helterbelterheiter skelter as if driven by a cyclone and
it was with the greatest difficulty that all of the teams werewene kept from
following suitsuitesultesuitosult it happened to be on a beautiful plain or else it might have
ended in a sad calamity there was some women and children in the stampede
but as god would have it no person was hurthurtohunto they all run in one direction
pell mell among one another aridandarld over each other and sometimes it seemed as
if it would end in a general wreck but with the exception of a few disabled
wheels and broken tongues and a few cattle coming out of the scrape minnasminnps
their horns all was soon brought to a peaceable conclusionoonacona atlusion the inciplincipjl
ency

i

of the fflightlight 0 there was some very narrow escapes in order to steer
clear of the maddened bovines and as far as I1 am concerned I1 never want to
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see another stampedestwnpod

the damagesdamaged necessitated a layover of one daydae to complecompletecompie repairsorepairsrepa theirso
ladies took advantage of thisthib unexpected festbest from travel and did their waswawashinkowashinghinkobingephingahingshink

captain smoot would not travel on sunday except in cases of emergency

when they needed to find forage for the teams 0 on the sabbath when theythex were

not travelingtravelings the company always held worship servicesoservibervi theceso sacrament would

be administered to the people and brother smoot would instruct the saints in
2relation to their duties

after crossing the northworth plattepiatteplattedplattet the company encountered large herds of
buffalo which sometimes straggled right through their campocamp soon the supply

of grass and forage for the cattle became scant e many other wagon trains on

the trail that summer had depleted the supply e this not only weakened the teams

which by now were somewhat jaded from their travel but also caused the supplysupbup ofly
milkilknilk to diminishdimidiml allnisho members of the camp felt this loss but the little child-
ren suffered the most as milk had formed a larger part of their dietdietedieto howeverHowe

through

verg

careful distribution and husbanding of therthe supplies the camp managed

to get along all rightoright the camp members recognized the distribution under
captain smoot to be fair and justjustejusto

two incidents occurred during the crossing of the plains which brought
gloom to the campocamp one of the young men drowned while bathing in the river and

the day after they had passed roughlliroughlilroughLIL fort laraiaielaraLaraialarmlaratalarain aieni woman1 strayede from camp

and was never seen againoagainagaizo she had not wanted to leave her home in england and

was never in full sympathy with the tripotrip As her spirits became more and more

depressed she finally strayed from the camp leaving her unweaned baby without
a mothers careocarco

after crossingcrossilng green riverhiver the wagons had to be pulled through heavy

stretches of sandsande to add needed power boto the teams cows were now hitched along

with the oxenooxenobeno

from the time the company arrived at fort bridger until it reached the
valley the people were continually encouraged by meeting friends from the valley
who often brought with them supplies to help the company along the wayoway the
scenery was now greenergree andnergnerv each day the miles seemed to fall behind more quickly
than at the beginning of the journey 0 captain smoot arrived in the valley on
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august 5030 in advance of the company but returned to join the company and lead

it into the valley 0

on september 2 as they descended into the valley the teamsters locked

all four wheels and used ropes to ease the wagons down the steep slopesoslopessiopes when

the company had camped for the evening they feasted on a fine beef sent out by

president young and then danced until a late hour happy in the thoughts of

entering the city the next dafodayodaydaf
september

1

53 was a beautiful autumn day bright and cleareleareleax as nature
joined in to make it a truly joyful occasion the sisters brought out their
finest apparel and except for their tannedtaxmedtaxted complexions resembled the ladies of
an old english fair they proceeded in advance of the wagons in order to keep

out of the dust and also to gain a better view of thetiietile valley
some were so overjoyed that they were unable to concentrate on the prob-

lems of traveltravelstraveis one welshman a bit unballanced by the occasioncasionooc yoked up his
team with the yoke below their necksneckseneeksnickse he did not even realize his mistake until
captain smoot called his attention to itoite after he reversed the yoke the com

2pany roiledrolled out from their last camp site of the trip
considerable importance had been attached to this first company to

travel under the perpetual emigrating fundofund it seemed that the entire population
of salt lake city hadhaa turned out to welcome the company to their new homehomco

people came on foot on horseback and some in carriages to swell the numbers

as the multitude coming up from the valley met the new rivalsarrivalsrivaisax descending from

the mountainsomountainsmountainshmounta manyinso shed tears of happiness at such a demonstration or at meet-

ing with family or friendsofriendsfriendsonfriend
pitts

so

band met the group at the mouth of emigration canyon to add strains
of music to the joyous welcomewelcomcowelcom the first presidency and the twelve apostle were

on hand as well as civil and military officialsoofficialsofficial As the procession progressed
down emigration street now lined with spectators it could truly be called the
perpetual emigration fund grand marchomarchmatch young wilsons reaction was that the

interest manifested towards us in all my experience has been unparalleled in the
history of this peoplepeopico

during the passage of the company from the mouth of the canyon to the city
captain smoot moved about on horseback directing the progress of the company

when he led themthernthein by temple square a salute of nine rounds of artillery was fired
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in their honorohonor the fine condition of the cattle and the general appearance of

the whole train spoke well for the wise and skillful management of captain smoot

who received much praise from the leadersleader for his accomplishmentoaccomplishmentsaccomplish amongmento those
who were especially pleased at the successful completion of the undertaking
was franklin D richards who had selected smoot for this assignment

they had been reported in the valley by the emigrants who had passed
them upon the plains as being the most orderly company they had passed on
the entire journeyojourneyjourneysjourn noeyo distrubance nor confusion among them but all moved
along in perfect union and great blessings had attended them while journey-
ing over the plainse

ivelve 1

liblipahtght

the members of the company were grateful to captain smoot for the fine
service he had given them in his leadership of the companyocompanycompaniocomp duringanyo the journey
they had picked up a number of stray cows which had been left behind by immi

grantsgrantsograntson these were given to captain smootsnoot as a token of the esteem in which he

was held by the company as well as the leaders in salt lakelakeelare
when the company had formed on union square a bounteous meal was spread

before them as part of their welcome only the description of one who enjoyed

the meal could do it justiceojusticejustleejusticesjust
0

iceo

0 0 and it was nothing less than huge piles of light bread waiting to be
distributed when the camp had become quiet it was the sisters who furnished
this the staff of life and this was a treat of itself and the sweetest food
I1 ever eat and if anyone doubts my word let him go through 7 months of my
experience and I1 think he will be convinced asls to the truth of what 1I say
but it was not alone bread in great abundance but all of the general pro-
ductions of the climate potatoes corn mellons squashsquashy tomatoscomatos and etcoetcecco
things dealt out not by the pound as had been the custom heretofore but by
the bushelbushela then the sisters stood around with baskets fullfuli of manney choice
and delicious pastereyspaste whichtheywhichreys dividedthey without stintostintestinto

when the meal was over president young addressed the people saying to
the new arrivalarrivals

we have prayed for you continually thousands of prayers have been offer-
ed up for you day by day to him who has commanded us to gather israel 0 0 ap1p

I1 will say to this company they have had the honor of being escorted
into the city by some of the most distinguished individuals of our society
and a band of music accompanied with a salutation of cannncannouocannauo other compa-
nies have not had this mark of respect shown to them 0 0

an interesting sidelight on the trip was that the company traveled the
entire distance with the remains of two missionaries who had died in elandoenglandoenglandglandoEn

ao oo00 smoot says the remains of lo10 do barnes were taken up by the direc-
tion of elder fo do richards and brought to his room in liverpool 0 A case

illenialmilleniallenialil star londonLon england9englanddonydong november9 1513 185201852
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all the way & was not attacked with cholera
As the group began to disperse to their several destinations smoot

knowing that his young companion jamesjame wilson had no place to go asked if the
young man would like to stay at his place and work for him upon the young wantsmansmantswansmanbgants
acceptance they started out for smootssmooths home about four oclock saturday after-
noon by the time they arrived it was dark but wilson was able to see that he

was in a small log house with two rooms this with a small farm with little
improvements just peeping out of the sage brush A team and a few horned socksookstock
made up the simsumbim total of all his propertyproper hetv had no time to work for himself

2being almost constantly kept laboring for the enterestterestinteresten of the churchechurchy the
young man was much disappointed the next day at having to herd cows on the lords
appointed day of restorest he was so distrubed in mind that when smoot went to town

on monday thebhe young mannan returned with him to the city thus ending his service
with A oo00 smoot e

james wilson had a strong desire to bring his fathersfatherleatherl family to salt
lake valley when brother daniel ho wells a complete stranger approached him

and asked him if he would like a steady job and also opened the way to bring
wilsonswilson family to the valley it came as a complete surprise although he never
found out wilson always thought that ao 0 smoot had been the agent that opened

these possibilities to hinohimohimhin
while smoot and his company were pushing their way across the plains

other companies were just starvingstartingstax outvingting among them was the company of phillip
de lamaredamarelamaze which had left ftptoato leavenworth on july 4 heavily loaded with the pre-

cious machinery to be used in making sugar this company encountered almost
insurmountable difficulties their rations became short
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of zinc was made for them they were then encased in a square oak box iron
bound 9 and labelledbelledgabelledla machinery s when landed in new orleans paid duty as
machinery under the charge of isaac co haight then came up the river to
st louis when A oo00 smootsnoot took charge and brought them up the missouri
river & paid on them & then brought them over the plains 0

when they arrived at salt lake sept 3rd 1852 the zinc was worn through
burtons case it leaked & smelt rather offensively not a person knew they
were along on the 4thath of septsep they were delivered up to mrs burton bishop
hunter took charge of barnes remains the driver

their oxen weakened

and died or in some cases strayed off while others were eaten for food upon

receiving news of this sad plight the church leaders quickly dispatchedspatchedsnatched A 0

smoot with twentythreetwenty yokethree of oxen and a load of flour which at that time was

selling at fifty dollars per tontonetono brother smoot with his oxen and supplies must

ttanuscript on fileflie in the church historianhistorians officeofflee salt lake cityolty utah
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have been a welcome sight indeed to the weary company of lamare as it arrived
at fort bridgerbridges

in may of 18551853 brother snootsmoot met with a serious accidentaccidents in which he

narrowly escaped serious permanent injury 0 he gave a detailed account of the
experience

I11 was emptying a small keg of powder and standing in a stooping position
right over it andquideuldbuld as it did not runran out very freely I1 shook the keg when
it exploded the staves and pieces of hoops were scattered in every direc-
tion some pieces being afterwards found at least eight rods distantdistante I1
was blown into the air and my face and hands most terribly burned it was
a marvel that the staves of the keg were not driven through my body but it
did not appear that a single one had struck me the whole of the skin came
from my face and hands yet wonderful to relate there is not now a mark
of powder about my face and my eyesight the loss of which I1 was most fear-
ful of was not at all impaired by ito

his family were greatly disturbed by the accident and feared dangerous

complicationscomplicationsecomplication in such a state margaret wrote to president young seeking ad-

vice which could be brought back by willie smoot who bore the letterletteroietter she adds

the details that it was a six pound keg of powder and that his face was swelled
shut so that he could not open his eyes at all in the letter brother smoot

requested that he be prayed for in the circle of apostles and by the people n

public his complete recovery without any ill affects he attributed to the
blessings of the almighty

the fall of 18518531855 found smootsnoot busy as the bishop of the south cottonwood

wardwardowarde at the conference on october 86 he represented the ward as its bishop and

gave a report of their activities for the past six monthsmonthsemontese

fredifred soG taylor A saa of suar salt lake city utahs utah idaho sugar
company 1944 po 410

2
smoot early1axly experiences of ao go smoot opo citcocitoo p 282202829028

letter
290

on file in the church historians officeofficcoofficio

1

eyesight
it I1

3

P

2smoot A 0 cit

se

laxly



sllskisilgar

Planplanspian and preliminary workwonk for the erection of this factory
were completed

A oo00 smoot was called by brigham young from his farmfarn on cottonwood

creekgreek to move to parleys creekcreeke he became construction superintendent of the
sugar factory and manager of the forest farm newly acquired by brigham young

we know that smoot had moved to his new home by march 14 1854 fortortonfon on that
date a new bishop was selected for the south cottonwood ward since elder smoot

had removed to the sugar house ward

deTe sere t newsmews salt lake city utah november 27 1920 section 4 p 4

66
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in reality no ward existed until april 2523 1854 011onolloli this date A 0

smoot was selected as bishop of the new ward with ira eldredge as histfirsthisfirsthisthis
counselor

First
and henry wilde as second counselor at the organization the ques-

tion of a name for the new ward arose 0 margaret smoot suggested that the ward

be named sugar house ward after the sugar house then being constructedconstruetedfed 0 some

wanted the ward named kanyon creekgreek and others desired parleysParlpanlpani buteyd when the
matter was put to a vote sugar house ward was the name given

an item in the sugar house bulletin of may 19571937 says that in 18551853 smoot

and ira eldredge built the second school house in sugar house on the site of
the present irving school although this date may be correct since smoot was

still the bishop of cottonwoodGott wardonwood as late as october 8 18551853918559 it seems more

likely that the school was erected in 1854185410

jenson Cthe historical record op cit VI p 334-
2

CHAPMR VII

CONTINIMCOMTIHUED prominence IN SALT LAKE CITY 1854 TO 186818613

the machinerymach whichinezy had been hauled in by de lamare in the fall of 1852

was set up on temple square that winter but the attempt to produce sugar was

unsuccessful anotheranotheanoche unsuccessful attempt followed in provoprove when the machinery

was moved there in 18551853 during that same year brigham young and otherotherijotherie se-

lected a site on parleys or canyon creek to erect a permanent building to housebouse

the machinery
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the cabin of A 0 smoot at sugar house from a painting by john hafen
reproduced through the courtesy of allie smoot colemancolenanGo provoiemanlenanleman utah
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this adobe building sixtythreesixty feetthree long by thirtytwothirty feettwo wide

served children from ninth TO twentyseventhtwenty southseventh and from mountain dell to
the jordan river the seats were rough board benches used for both school
and church sawdust was sprinkled on the floor during the school days and

taken up on the week ends for social functions
these were days of varied activity forror A 0 smoot he continued as

the manager of brigham youngs forest farm which covered an area bounded by

the present streets of fifth east on the west to eleventh east on the ast and

by twentyfirsttwenty southfirst on the north to twentyseventhtwenty southseventh on the south

while he was directing the activity on this farm he was also direct-
ing the construction of the sugar factory on may 4 1854 he showed thpmas

bullock the dam the mill race the waste kategategatey and the foundation smoot

directed the formation and use of the largest adobes which had been usedlabed ir the

valley up to that time when the building was torn down in 1928 these adobes

were still in a solid firm condition an item in the deseret news of october
26 1845 stated that the sugar works would be ready to operate in from four to

six weeks

since a part of the machinery was missing sugamsugar was not successfully
produced in 1855 it became clear that sugar would never be produced in the
mill on a commercial scale in the fall of 1855 a quantity of molasses was

produced

although the factory failed as a sugar producer it did play an im-

portant role in the early industrial life of the area the old factory lo-
cated on the southeast corner of the intersection of the present highland drive
and twentyfirsttwenty southfirst streets served many purposes it was used at various
times to produce paper flooring buckets tubs and barrels

in this venture the church lost an estimatedestima 10000000td but opened

up the way for an immense agricultural and industrial activity abrahanabraham 0

smoot must be recognized as one who played an important roleroie in this develop-
ment 0

among the other contributions of A 0 smoot to the progress of the
community was the erection of the first nail factory west of the mississippi
river it was built where the hygeia ice plant now stands the nails wero

cut from rolled sheets of iron while they were still in a state of red heat
2

A special mechanical knife was used to accomplish the process

sugarsugesuer house bulletin salt lake oltycity utah may 7 19571937
0
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to his already busy schedule of activities smoot now added the roll
of civil servant in a meeting on september 9 185418549 it was moved and carried
that A oo00 smoot be appointed by the city council to fill the vacancy of alder-
man from the sugar houseilouselouseI district of the first municipal ward

his civil servant status continued on a more secure basis when on march

5 1855 he was elected to the position as alderman on the same day he was
2appointed as a city supervisor of streets and placed on several other committees

an event of great importance in smootssmooths life occurred on may 6 1855

he married diana tannertamereannereamer ldredgeeldredgeJB who was born march 28 1837 i warren marion
county indiana she was the daughter of ira eldredge smootssmoothsnoots counselor in
the bishopric and nancy black this increased the number of his wives to

threethrees his second wife sarah gibbensgibbons had been separated from him for several
years a she did not make the journey west with him in the summer of 1847 3 on011ori

januaryjandaryjandard 20 1852 filed her account against abraham 0 smoot who had left a

divorce for her
during september alderman smoot obtained the approval of the council

to improve the county road that ran through his district smoot was to see

that the work was done and report to the council the progress made

the fall of the year found him making a short trip east to bring addi-

tional men and animals to aid the company of captain allred he delivered tiitlistilstilalis
5assistance to allred on the green riverj&iverjaiver and returned to the valley in time to

preach at the forenoon session in the tabernacle on november 18 0

although smoot had only been a member of the city council for a brief
time when mayor grant was absent from the city smoot was the man usually
appointed mayor pro temterntermtemm to fill the vacancy

in february 1856 brother smoot married his fifth and last wife she

was annaarma kirstine morrison born december 19 185518331853 in norway a daughter of

morris oversen and anna maline sorensen

As a young girl of eighteen she had been converted to the gospel in
norway in spite of the pleading and desperate attempts of her mother to keep

minutes of the city council of great salt lake city sept 9 1854
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her in norway 5 she immigratedMigratedif to america and made her way to utahoutahitaho hearing of

the kindness of maltmallmatt smoot as margaret smoot was affectionately known she

sought her out As ma was in ill111lilliiiii health and had heard of the skill of the
young norwegian convert in artistic weaving slieshesile readily invited the young

lady to stay in their home and help with the household dutiesdutiese A strong attach-
ment soon grew up between the two ladies and a asked annie if when owen

comes homehone he loves you like I1 do will you stay in the family when owen

returned from a trip east he soon asked the same question and anna became one

of the familyratfatnily 1

bishop smoot and his counselors were ever attentive to the needs of

their ward members one of the ward family elder J vo vernonvemon attested to
the efficacy of brother smoots administration in an address given sunday

morning marchearch 16 at the tabernacle brother vernon told of a recent experiexpert

enceencee

whilst engaged in office business one evening 1I experienced a myster-
ious attack which shortly took away all consciousness bishop smoot took
me in his armsarns and arrested the complaint by the power of the priesthood
or mortality might have ensued before morning but I1 was preserved alive
and I1 cannotcarmot help acknowledging the vigilant kindness of bishop smoot and
mrserseers smoot and counselor heneyhenry wilde who watched over me with the tender
est care during the nights

during the fore part of april 1856 smoot prepared for a trip east to
bring back immigrating converts and also supplies left on the route the season

beforebeforcobeforce if possible he would bring machinery for the erection of a woolen

factory which was planned by brigham youngo

the group which traveled east met at the mouth of emigration canyon on

april 22 for the purpose of organizingoorganizingorgani inzingo the sizeable company were orsonovsonocson

pratt gegeorgegeorg A smith ezra to benson and erastus snow of the twelve in
addition to other prominent church leaders and civil officials desiring to
make the eastern journey the remainder of the group was made up of mission-
aries departing for their fields of labor and others going east on business

president young met with the group on that day and organized them with
ao oo00 smoot as the captain elder benson chaplain william miller captain of
the guardeguardo and james ure as clerk after giving them parting instructionsinstruct andloneione
a blessing he left the group and returned to the citeecityecity 3 the selection of
ao oo00 smoot to lead such a distinguished company was a high tribute to his

personal interview with ida smoot dusenberry the daughter of ao oo00
smoot and anna morrison smootosmootsmoote

22journaljournal history of the church 1856 march lapl6p po 5030
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ability and a signslansian of the confidence which the brethren had in him

on the morning of april 2523 the company commenced what proved to be a

most difficult journey 0 the afternoon of the twenty fifth they faced a violent
wind which drove the cold and snow into their faces making it impossible to
keep warm buffalo robes and blankets were wrapped tightly around cold bodies

in a letter of april 28 to the editor of the deseret news george A

smith describes their journey as cold and difficult they arrived on the eve-

ning of the twentysixthtwenty atsixth fort ridgerbridger and laid over there for the remainder

of the company to catch up time was also needed to procure additional anijnalsaniinals
and to repair the wagons which had been roughly used in crossing the wasatch

mountains during the afternoon the local inhabitants gathered in a meeting

to be addressed by apostle orson prattfratt captain smoot marshall heywoodHeywoo and

george A smith
As they commenced their journey on the twenty eighth some of the

brethren were troubled with sore feet they had walked allailalti the way in order
to save the animals on that day two horseshorsed were lost and several of the
company tried to find them the next day old reliable porter rockwell
brought them in in an evening council it was decided that fire amsarmsamb would

be kept in readiness in case of an indian attack
james ureore the clerk of the camp recorded interesting details of the

journeyjounneyjourn heeyo recalled one incident which reveals the firm but fair character of
captain smoot at the crossing of hamshanseanseams fork one of the men harnessed a third
animal which had been trailing behind the wagon when he attempted to hitch it
with the other animals it began to rare up on its hind feetfeetofeato the teamster

failed to quiet the animal and struck a blow with an axe which killed the
animal almost instantly on arriving at green river captain smoot informedinC

2
IV ormedorned

the man that he could not travel with their company

another letter of brother smith to the news editor stated that on may 2

the company was twenty miles west of south pass with health excellent appetite
extraordinary but the condition of the animals was somewhat weakened after much

hard work and scarce feed
at the high altitude of south pass the company encountered real trouble

between ten and eleven on the evening of may 5 wind and snow commenced to blow

through the camp at daybreak the whole camp was arousedarcyusedarausedarciarcy byused the guard shout-
ing arise take cacecareaxeaze of your animalsarm fornalsnais they are freezing to death at

deseret newsynews salt lake city utahutahsutah9 may 7 1856
2 journal history of the church 1856 june 8 p 6
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this cry of alarm the men took their robes and blankets and covered the horses
leaving themselves exposed to the starmstormostqrm

the storm continued through the next day and as the camp was now with-
out firewood or shelter a new camp site was sought when the new location was

selected many of the men put the harnesses on over the robes and blankets to
keep the animals coveredocoveredcove althoughalthoueiredo it seemed impossible for either men or ani-
mals to face the storm the men succeeded by leading the animals 9 in traveling
two milesrnileso captain smoot ezra T benson orson pratt erastus snow could be

seen breasting the storm and calling encouragement to the rest of the file
george ao smith being a large man weighing about 250 pounds was laid up from

riding horseback and could not leave his wakowagonwago to aid in the struggle e they
finally camped in a hollow close to sweetwater not farfaxfat from rocky ridgeridgcoridgeo
james

1

ure continues the accounts

in the evening all of us were destitute of bed clothes as we had
taken all our buffalo robes quilts and blankets to cover our animals
so that we were obliged to sit all night exposed to a pitiless northeast
storm of wind and snow without any ooveringecovercoverioover

monday

i

may
ag4g

5th5bheath this morning the storm abated havinkhaving snowed with a
strong wind more than jio30 hourshoursobourso one of judge kinneys horses died today
ourclr animals appearedappe toacedaxed be feeble and we had to feed them with our bread
stuffostuff in the afternoon we attempted to start but the storm had commenced
again and it was choupthoughtthoup impossible for us to find the roado orctrC teamstr
were turned out and we remained here another night 0

tuesday may 6 thothe this morning a horse belonging to brother james
taylor diedodied my horse was put in the team in its place 0 it was a very
cold morningtomorningomorn weingo started at 8 09 clockzlockziock a me we had notriot traveled far when
the horses began to sink to their girths and fall in the snow they had to
be unharnessedharnessed and tilethe wagons hauled by men through large snow drifts by
meansmearismearls of ropes we were called to walk on foot with all the loose animals
in front of the train in order to make a track and in manynanymarv placeplaces we had
to walk over the snow two or three times before the strongest of our teams
could pass the snow on the level being from 12 to 18 inches and other
places from 53 to 5 feetfeereereq deepoceepo we traveled over some old snow depth unknown
we continued our labor making about one and a half miles per hourhoutobouto

I1

bileblie

kithAlthouelouei

ibaoibio

manyofmandof

itwasetwas

sinktosinato the ir
drifarifts

tdeepadeep snowasnowq

treaditreada

1ibidosibido
a

0

our eyes and faces were very sore being scorched by the sun and our
eyes much injured by its reflection upon the snow

wednesday 7thjtheath it was a mild morningomorningmorningtomornnorn elderingo orson pratt nearly blind
geoogeobeoo aoA smith ezra to benson and erastus snow laid hands upon him that his
eyes might be healedohealed many others in the camp were much afflicted in their
eyes and fabeofaceoface about 8 09 clockoclock our camp was on the move and we commenced
ouroar labor of treading the snow to break a road for the teams with our
faces covered with our handkerchiefs to protect our eyes from the bright-
ness of the snowosnowsnowa many of us werwere nearly blindoblindalindo 0 0 turned our animals
to feed they looked very feeblefeebicofeebie

elder george ae smith adds that during the storm none of the men got any

ibjoIb 1856jo june 8 po 7
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sleep strong winds kept them busy seeing that the robes and blankets did not

blow from the animalsoanimalsani duringmalSomaiso this crisis they fed biscuits and flour to the

animals to keep them alive he says that in addition to orson pratt also elder
thomasthonas king and orrin porter rockwellRo wereowell stricken blind and suffered the most

excruciating torture for several days

this change from stormy to hot weather was like coming suddenly from

the frigid zone into the torrid zone on the tenth of may it was impossible

to keep the men coolecoolcooie they even crept under their wagons to hide from the
searching rays of the sunosun however captain Smootssmoothsnoots troubles were not over

yetoyet that same night while camped on greasewood creek a stormstormi covered the
ground with a foot of snow the following day was so cold that again the men

wrapped themselves in their robes to keep warm

brother smith paid tribute to the efforts of captain smoot during these
extreme situationssituationsosituation captain smoot exerts every energyenera in his power to facili-
tate the movements of the company which have been retarded beyond all our

2expectations by the storms and the want of feedofeedreedfaedo

the camp clerk alsoaiso included in his record various tributes to the
wisdom and skill of captain smoots direction he records that on may 15 the
company approached a creek with the water running high enough to threaten a

crossingcrossings we raisedhaised111aisedhailed our wagon beds and under the wise and judicious manage-

ment of gaetegaptecapt smoot we crossed all the teams with ease and safety in the

afternoon the high waters of a stream named laprilecaprile blocked their progress

it appeared impossible to cross
lieutenant dudley made a choice of one place for crossing and after

flourishing around and making a great noise succeeded in crossing one
government team that had accompanied him from the fort but our captain
made a better selection of a place to ford and the teams all crossed easily
and without any noise whateverowha

from

tevero

the time the company crossed the platte the supply of grass to
feed the animals was plentiful the animals steadily improved in condition and

the progress speeded upupeupo on may 19 they were ten miles east of laramie and

with smooth traveling from that point on they reached mormor&grove on sunday
june 80

in a meeting theretherathene the men expressed their feelings about the journey
eraezra to benson said he had crossed the plains seven times but never

enjoyed himself as well as he had with this company of missionaries and

tesereeteseretTe newshewsseret salt lake city utah june 11 1856
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the church to pay for these goods he was expectingejecting remittances from the

liverpool office but theirtheli funds had been drained by the heavy immigration of

the poor during that season in order to obtain the supplies needed brherbrotherarher
snootsmoot had to be personally responsible which he did and thus obtained the
merchandiseomerchandisemerchandisedmerchand

his

3iseo
comparycompany was organized with eightyeighteighty personseight fortytwoforty aragonsyragonsfagonstyiayratwo
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felt pleased with the good feelings which existed among themothemthenothen
abraham oo00 smoot said we had been greatly blessed in ouroursourt journey and

had arrived at thisthia piaoplace ten days sooner than he anticipated when in the
snow stormostormstorn 0

portieporterportle rockwellhockwell observed that judge kinney said that none but mormon

horses could travel as ours had done for he hadhaa fed his all the way with
corn and otherothen grain and yet could not keep upoupe

the next day captain SMOOVSsmooth company of fortyfiveforty personsfive arrived at
atchison where they divided and went their separate ways snootsmoot and some of

2
the group sailed on down the missouri arrivingarrivingat at sto louisLouiloulsloullouison onsonaon june 12 0

one of the purposes of smootssmoothsnoots journey had een to purchase

the train was well loaded down with the steam boiler and machinery

for president youngyoungsyoungo in addition it carried booksbook and dry goods from england

and other articles which had been cached or stored away in previous years
on the afternoon of september 15 franklin do richards and daniel

spencer visited with smoots company about twenty miles west of ash hollqwoholl9we

at the timetiraetiuedirae they found the company to have provisions enough to last only

twentythreetwenty daysdaysethree captain smoot lacked drivers having only thirtythreethirty targethrge menthree

fit for dutyodutyautyo although the animals were in good condition the loads were

heavy and some assistance would be needed to reach the valley in safety 0

by october 4 elders richardskieKicrie andhardshands spencer had arrived in the valley 0

they immediately sought president young to deliver smoot s request for aid aridarld

to consider what should be done to alleviate the situationsitu atationo the meeting in
the historianahistoriansHiselseis officetoriana president young listened to smootssmoothssnoots letter and then
asked for a restatement of just what brother smoot requestedrequestedereque ehethestede list included
one ton of flour forty yoke of cattle twenty good teamsters 504304 beeves and
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six good wagons

in the meeting it was mentioned that the merchandise train of gilbert
and gerrish with seventeen wagons and eighteen men was traveling along with
smootssmoothssnoots company brother richards explained gilbert and gerrish azeareaxe hanging

on to smoot they think when they are with him they are safe and will keep

alongalongo 2

in response to the call sounded on october 5 a kroupgroup tof volunteers
started on october 7 with aid to smootssmooths company as well as others which were

in greater need than his on october 1 the rescue party camped with A 0

smoot on blacksblack s fork two days in advance of snootssmoots main company he then

led the party with fresh teams and provisions back to his company which they
met on the big sandy ten miles from little sandysanay and one hundred miles from

bridger
smootsnoot went on ahead of the body of his company to obtain still more

fresh teams from fort bridger and fort supply when he brought the body of

the company to fort bridger and fort supply he lefleftlertley mucht of his freight and the

weakest of the cattle 0 freed of these impediments he pushed on toward the
valley with the people and the ablest of the cattlecattleocattiecattler

moving with all possible haste the company arrived at big mountain
on novembernovembers 7 brother joseph A peck and a brotherbrothen maxfield hurried into the
valieyvalleyvaileydaliey on that day with a request that teamsbeamsbeans be sent to carry out feed for his
cattlecattie 0 brothers peck and maxfield took back two wagon loads of corn for the
hungry animalsanimal

at three po me on november 9 captain smootssmoothsnoots train of church goods

and james go ffillies hand cart company entered the valley A great many people

had gone out boto meet the companies and many had found relatives and friends
whom they took to their homes the bishopsishopsbishops had also prepared houses to shelter
the new arrivals another entry in the journal history states that on november

10 bro abraham 0 smoot brought in the church goodsogoods A oo00 smoot had co-
mpleted another assignment 0

the death of mayor jedediah mo grant on december 1 1856 was to place
new responsibility on the shoulders of A 0 smoot with S W richards and

A ho raleigh he composed a committeecommitte which drafted resolutions of respect for
the departed and sympathy for the family also he was selected with seven
other members of the city council to serve as a pallbearer at the funeralfunera 9

1 bidid 1856ab1b october 4 p 20
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which was held on december 4 185618560

at the next meeting of the city council of great salt lake city on

january 2 185718579 it waswa moved seconded and carried that A 0 smoot be appoint
2

ed to fill the vacancy caused by the death of mayor grant at the next regular
election on april 6 1857 the people of the city expressed their approval of
ae oo00 smoot by electing him to be thetchebhe mayormayorg thithisthl position he continued to
hold by electionreelectionre until 1866 when he declined the nomination few persons

rendered such unselfish service to their city as did ae oo00 smootosmootsmoote

0 0 0 as a public servant he labored without payopay for his ten years of
faithful and efficient service as mayor of salt lake city when he fre-
quently worked from six oclock in the morning until ten and eleven at
night erilingimperilingdriling health and life for the common weal he accepted not
a dollar of compensation and the same is true of his career as mayor
of proveo5provo3

at thetche same time smoot served as mayor his other interests continued
brigham young had formed the brigham young express company or the Y X company

which took over the contract to carry the mailsomailco when brigham young embarked

on an enterprise he very often turned to ao oo00 smoot for wise assistanceoassistanceassistancesassist
smoot

anceo

was to direct the efforts of a large group of men in locating and build-
ing mail stations along the route between kansas city and salt lake city he

had already located a number of the stations when he left salt lake on june 2

with a company of fifteen men and three mule teams and wagons to deliver thetche

june mail in the easteasto

in a letter to orson pratt and ezra toT benson brigham young say of
the ventureventures

the express company is prospering finelyofinelyfinello I1 have dispatched A 0 smoot
and no vo jones to locate permanent stations in the black hills they have
eighty men with them and it is my intention to furnish them with sufficient
provision to enable several hundred persons to winter thero in case of such
emergency as occurred last fall4

nearwear fort laramie A oo00 smoot met feramorz little a mail carriercarriey
traveling westowest little had startling newsnewso at independence he had talked
with various contractors who were supplying a government expedition bound for
thetche westowest between fort laramie and fort kearneykeaxneykeapney smoot encountered a body of
united states cavalry who claimed to be reconnoitering for hostile indiansindiana 0

liehelleile next met several heavy freight trains who were very secretive about their

minutes of the city council of great salt lake city december 2 1856

bido january 2 18570

whitney opoo citocitypo IV p 101 0

journalinjournalIn history of the church 1857 june 50ojio50030soolio

ap ovalpr
A 0 s

A 0

htqnip 31np

A 0

orson

N V

0 carrler

metseveral

lfminutes

3whitney cito
410

lf

bhe

bhe

provod

falla

hta



I1

offorf1i elais

78

destinationodestinationsdestinadestin twotl days0 laterono he arrived at kansas city where he joined with

nicholas groesbeck who was in charge of yo xo company business at that end of

the route 0 together they went to see william wo russell and learned that he

was supplying the freight trains which carried supplies for an expedition to

utahuvah the governmentgo hadverment indeed ordered troops to utahutaheutahs brigham young had

been superseded as governor and a new set of officials would accompany the
troops westwesto smoot and groesbeck then went to the post office at independence

to pick up the mail but the postmaster refused to turn over the return mail

stating that he had instructions from washington to deliver no more salt lake

city mailmailomallomaliomallmali
an interesting reversal of this situation occurred ninety years later

when a grandson of ao oo00 smoot was elected president of the national postmasterspostmasters1

association eight thousand postmasters gathered in a three day convention in
san francisco 1947 0 isaac ae smoot the postmaster of salt lake city was a

candidate against joseph gallagher of philadelphia for the office of president
strong support from wo ho mccarthy of san francisco helped to elect mr smoot

to the national presidencyopresidency an interesting fact was that mr smoot succeeded

in this office the postmaster from kansas city the place where his grandfather
2

had been refused the mailmailomaliomallomallmali
after being refused the mail smoot and groesbeck concluded the reports

they hadhag received were truetrucetrueevrue smoot with the aid of judson stoddard who had

brought the april mail proceeded to disband the mail stations and send the
men and supplies westwardwestwardowestwardswest theywardo moved slowly while gathering up the company

property until they reached fort laramieolaramieLaramlaranlanan atieoleo this point they decided that
part of the company should travel with all possible speed to deliver the news

of the approaching army to the saints in salt lake valley 0

porter ockwellrockwellft carrying the july mail east had returned with smoot

to laramie when he heard the newsonews he now joined A oo00 smoot and judson stoddard
in the dash for the valleyovalleyvaileyvallebo they hitched up two span of their bestbeat animals to
a alightlight spring wagon and struck out on the evening of july 18 e just five days

and three hours later they arrived in salt lake city having covered the phe-

nomenal distance of 515513 milesomilesmileno

the

3

next day july 24 was the occasion for a grand celebration com-

memorating the anniversary of the pioneers entering the valleyovalleyvaileyvallebo nearly twenty
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workoworkwonk they well understand that such a job would not detain us from our
peaceful avocations for even one dayoday and if that number of soldiers is
going to cost them one third of the revenue and that for a number which
our women and children can easily whip what will it cost them to send an
amyarmy large enough to whip out our menomennenonen

several inquired of me how many men we could raise able to go into
wtaka iiiifciistwtwti

ibxcl popa 6040

journal history of the churchychurch9church 1857 july 26 po 60

ibido 1857 july 26 po 60610612

mormonscormons and that
when they got here they would not be a breakfast spell for our women and
children that we could whip them out and then go out and do our days

eventaeventq when

four men rode into camp and sought brigham young elias smith the postmaster

from salt lake city had joined the dusty travel stained trio to bring the
news of the approaching armyeaxfnyarmyo

the news that the armyariarlayarl wasay on the march did not create much excitement
among the people gathered to celebrate they were used to being driven out

from their homes and they also had a faith in god to sustain themothemthenothen two days

later 9 howeverhoweveholeve when the saints were assembled in the bowery elder smoot re-
ported his journeyjounneygurney and attitude about the approaching army with considerable
reefee lineelingo

he likened his stay among the people in the east to a visit to the
regions of the devil the people there breathed out threats against the mormonscormonsMor

declaring
mons

they would come up and destroy them from off the face of the earthearthsearthe
not only are they bitter against the mormonscormonsMor butmons they are bitter among them-

selves for they are truly like the cats that eat themselves all up except

their tails 9 and then the tails continued the warowaxwaz

elcexc tementbement

79

six hundred persons were gathered in big cottonwood canyon for the event 9

he thought that the priests
kindled the fire the editors blow the flameyflamcyflameqflamed and all had forgotten godgodoG theodo

real reason of all the trouble is that israel is united and strong about to
build a temple 0 that has caused the devil to be up and on the march and to

2
howl most lustily j he gives forth some splendid howlingshowlingehowlinghowlinge

As he moved about among the people in the east for eight days all
marmermanner of threats were hurled against him but he said I1 cared not for that
for I1 felt that god was with me and that they had not power to destroy me and

I1 did not think that they really felt so disposedodisposeddispo
he

sedo

reported that a reaction to all the excitement had begun to set irllri
and people were Finningbeginningbe to count the cost of the expedition and question what

it would accomplishoaccomplisht

0 0 0 and they found that it would cost one third of the revenue of the
united states to send out 2500 troops to fight the
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hallohallhaliohailohalihail on april 59 18581850 it was dedicated with elder orsen hyde offering the
prayedprayeroprayerprayers among the leaders who addressed the assembly was mayor smoot 0

eseretdeseret newshews salt lake city utah august 5 185701857
deseret newsjsfewsg salt lake city utah august 5 185718570
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the fieldleid and do good service 0 I1 told them that we were a weak small
people and that I1 could not readily give a correct kuessguessoguessgiesso wellweliweiltnelltwellt could
you raise so many yesoyes so many yesoyesyego well how many do you sup-
pose at a rough guessguessycuessy that you could raise good efficient warriors 11

I1 told them that I1 thought we could raise fifty or sixty thousandthousands more
or less but with me it was only a rough kaessgaessguesskuess however I1 spoke candidly
and believed all I1 said and they also believed ito

brother snootsmoot certainly talked a good fight and his expression of
confidence no doubt encouraged the people 0 when we realize howeverhowe thtth4tthatverg

even after they had scraped the bottom of the barrel they only raised 800

men we must brand such brave talk as whistling in the darkodarkdanko

brother snootsmoot had made a careful investigation in the east and learned
that the army men as a whole were not in favor of the campaign he said that
many of them were already deserting and had declared they would not fight
against their own people 0 he also discovered that up to the fourth of july
no officer had received any direct orders to come here and no soldiers had

yet started for this placeoplaceplacco some foot companies were expected to start orlon

july 15 0 he even thought it might be necessary in the spring to send teams

and drivers out to help the heavy freight wagons to the valley 0

his closing admonition was to place their trust in godogod

all tlethetie fears that we need have is that we do not live our religion
close enough for if we do all will be nightrightrightonighti at least I1 feel soosoe 0 0

we have no cause to fear or to be excited if we will only move straight
alongalongo if we serve our god keep his commandments and do as we are told
we shall be all right and enjoy the blessings suited to our probationprobatioue

on january 16 1858 a mass meeting of citizens met in the tabernacle
in great salt lake city to prepare a petition and a resolution setting forth
the true state of affairs in itahoutaho ao oo00 smoot was sustained as chairman of
the meetingmee

at
tingo

first the attitude of the people and the leaders was dightofighto later
they decided on an opposite course flightyflightoflight onun sunday march 21 the citizens
of salt lake city alidapa the settlements to the north agreed to abandon their
homeshoineshonesholnes and move south

in spite of this decisiondecideel improvementssiong went on in the hope that 41tiqltigitlalti
mately they would retain their city and their homes the city council under
the direction of mayor smoot pushed to completion the erection of a new city
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the mayor said he had been well pleased with the dedicatory prayer offer-
ed up andaridarldana with what had been said tonighttonighte he felt to respond 0 god so
might it beoboo As a council we have enjoyed ourselves first rate and he be-
lieved that the lord has been with this quorum in our deliberations for
the interests of this city there has never been a feeling to equivocate or
contend but all our actions have been characterized with union and good
feelingfeelingoelingoyeelingfeelingsfe he believed that the lord had been with us this evening and had
accepted this dedicatory prayer he should not have felt the hall had been
so acceptable to this people had we not dedicated the stones the adobies
and ailallali the materials and now if we have to let it go all is right but
he hoped the lord will never suffer it to be polluted by the ungodly he
would hate to have the reflection that the hellhoundshell werehounds holding their
drunken orgies andanaajia veilingrevellingvellingcrevellingrevere inliing this place he rejoiced that though we
had not wine to feast ourselves on as is usual on these occasions that the
hall was dedicateddedicatedodedica 1tedo

during the month of may the contemplated evacuation to the south
actuallyact tookdahlydAllydably placeplaceeplaced only a token force remained behind to set the torch to
the city rather than have it fall into the hands of their enemies smoot not
only had to see to the removal of his own families but also to direct the re-
moval of city property and recordsorecordsrecord

in his typically thorough mannernannermannengnannery he prepared for the move beneath
the floor at strategic spots around the foundation he placed kegs of powder

thinking that if there should prove treachery on the part of the soldiers
his house wouldgouldgouid burnbumbunn quicker and easier with the assistance of five kegs of
powder so he placed it handy upon his return he forgot about the powder and

neglected to remove ite ten years later he sold the house to james sharp and

moved to provoprovoo after another twelve years brother sharp began some remodeling
and discovered the five kegs still in placeoplaceplacco considerably startled he heinquedinquired
of smoot and learned the reason for the powder api also that lieheilehie had been living

2over a powder magazine for the last twelve yearsoyearspearso

during the exile fromfron salt lake the government was set up in provo

smoot and his families stayed at salem or pond town a bit further south while
at salem the family grew both diana aridandarld anna bore baby daughters in the shelter
of covered wagons on the same day june 8 1858 when the army passed peacefully
through the city and camped in cedar valley the saints began to returnretumoretamo by

july 1 the leaiersleaders returned to their homes in the city and soon all of the
people followedeollowedallowedfollo

the
wedewedo

calm wisdom of A oo00 smoot stands out in a meeting of the city cou-
ncil on augustangust 20 185818580 the subject of taxing merchants was introduced the
merchants were taxed on the property listed on their invoices they objected

minutes of the city council of great salt lake city april 5 1858
2J eo booth A history of the provo fourth ward manuscript typed

from the original by bo Y J library provoprove utah po 74
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to being taxed more than once a year and also that the tax was too chiglohiglo they
were willingming to pay 50 pe cent of what they had been paying in the pastopast

different members of the council spoke expressing the opinion that the
tax was not too high but that the merchants exacted too high prices from the

people to whom they soldosold each member who spoke was in favor of sustaining
the ordinance as it now toodo13toodgoodo mayor smoot said that he also entertained feel-
ings similar to the council but this was a day of compromises 0 from calm

reflection in his judgementjud thegement best course for this council to adopt vinder

present emergencies would be to reduce the assessment for the present year to
50 per cent the council recognized the wisdom of such a policy and voted
accordingly

the period during and after the arrival of the soldiers and their en-

campment in cedar valley was a difficult one for the civil officers of the city
rowdyism increased and with it the problems of the city government 0 more

murders were committed in the eight months after the army arrived than in all
the eleven years previouspreviouseprevi

president
ouse

young was also concerned with the problem and a special
meeting of liethelleile cityi councilil was calledailed at which he was presentopresentcresentopre hesento presented
the idea of adding two hundred men to the salt lake city police force 0 the
council approved the idea and the next day in brigham youngss office many of
the men were sworn ino on this occasion mayor snootsmoot addressed the new police

officers
he expressed gratitude at seeing so many men assembled who desired good

governmentgovernmentogovernmentsgovern hemento desired to see all of the ordinances of the city lived up to
but men willwiil get drunk and swear and the reins will have to be drawn easily

over them and we shall have to teach themothem concerning the supposedly good

mormons who feltfeit they could mingle with this element and partake of their
habits he advised the policemen put the bit on them and then they will quit

it 2

perhaps the charge that aroused most antagonism and brought the army

to utah was the charge of judge drummond that the territorial records had been

destroyeddestroyedodestro Ayedo group of men later published a letter in the san francisco bulle-
tin to the same effectoeffecteffects on october 27 18581856 orson hyde and ao oo00 smoot visited
president youngs officeo

bro smoot said that govogovbovo cummingscumings told him that he had made secseco

minutesiminutes of the city council of great salt lake city august 20 18580

bido september 15 185801858
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hartnetthartnettshartnetteHart kirknettinetts andersonandersen judge sinclair mr dotson aridandarld soS aoA gilbert
acknowledge that the letter published in the san francisco bulletin of
september 503joy was false and that our records were better than those of
any other young territory that they ever knew anything about 0

1

curingoccuringoccurringOc several years laterglaberg but a part of this tension between the

saints and outsiders on both a personal and official level was an incident in
march 186 jo

fortunately for those concerned elder ao oo00 smoot and not some mad
fanatic 9 was mayor of the city of the saints in those troublesome timesotimestimeson
the grand juryjuny had presented camp douglas as a nusiancesiancenu

offiorfii claicial

smosno
had the camp been attacked by the saints and blood spilled the wrath

of the nation would have been directed against the saintsosaintlo
after he returned from salem until he moved to provoprove smoot was in-

volved in a multitude of business and civil activitiesoactivities not all of the ven-

tures smewgrew to the scale anticipatedanticiwated by the men who envisioned them but they
do reveal a spirit of growth and progress which motivated these menomennenonen

on january 29 s 1859 smoot with several other prominent men formed a
company to raise sugar caneocancocaneeane on may 2 he met with brigham young and others
to discuss the possibility of starting a mercantile establishment to bring
goods to the consumer at a reduced costocost perhaps lack of interest and support

oiioi the part of the merchants prevented success in the venture but it was later
successful in provoprovoo

barplarp1 1 er

and following
the municipal law it should have been abatedabatedeabatedotede the camp annoyedmoyedax brighambr
for

ighambigham

he could never look out of his door without seeing it growing larger
and larger every day more permanentopermanentfermanentoperpen inmanento the wrath of the moment he
ordered the mayor to move connor and his men out of the city limits
but mayor smoot is a sober calculating brave man he counted the cost
of the task and after he had estimated howhovi many men he would require
he informed the prophet that he had sufficient and that his plans were
complete 0 brighamsbrigham second thought had come and his temper had passed
awayawayoagwayo he made no answer and the good sense of abraham oo00 smootmoot saved
mormonismomormonismMormoni

under the superintendency of ao oo00 smoot assisted by others 9 a general
cattle round up was conducted on the west jordan range in april 186101861

on may 15 smoot left with brigham youngs party on a tour of the
southern areaazea as far south as washington countygountyo smoot traveled as a repre-
sentative of the bishops and also of the agricultural interests of salt lake
valley 0 he spoke at many of the cities on the route 0 he returned on june 8

having traveled 728723 miles
on january 6 1862 he was made a member of a committee to draft a

petition to congress for admission of utah as a state of the unionunionounions again on

itoliiiii journal history of the church 1858 october 27027
2toT bo stenhouse the rocky mountain saints new yorks doD appieappleappletonton

and company 18751873 ppo 6086096086087gog609090ogo
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I1 have heard that brother smoot regretted that his son had not received
his endowments we are the very people that can give our children their
blessingsoblessingblessingto no other people can this should be a source of contentment
to us 0 0 a bro smoot is perhaps a better man than most of us elbhiseibhistrialstrials
remind him that he is still in a land of sorrow and troublesotroublestroub 1lesoieselese

during the month of march stern smoot justice was meted out by the
mayor to two of salt lakes offenders he fined a man named burrows seventy

five dollars and a boy named cuthbertguthbert twentyfivetwenty dollarsfive for selling liquor
to indians the mayormamor has but one ruleruie the fine or public labor on the

2streets with the chain and balloballbaliobail it works wellowellwelioweiloweil 12

18651863 june 22 po 1 2
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january 20 he was named as a member of a committee to form ordinances for the
proposed stateostatestareo

sorrow struck the family on june 22 1865018631865 A son albert ao oo00 smoot

drowned while vathinglathingbathing in the jordan riverjiivero president young in his remarks to
the family saidt

I1 can say to bro smoot and family that they have not the thousandth
part the reason to regret or grieve in this bereavement that other parents
have who have frowardrewardfroward sonssonsobonso 0 0

still associated with agricultural advancement smoot was elected as

one of eleven directors of the deseret agricultural and manufacturing society

editorial comment praised the organization as a power for service to the com-

munity

A brief but striking incident catches our attention in may 1864 elder
woodruff visited brother smoot whom he found sick in bed not expecting to live
elder woodruff tellstelis theUs storykstorygstorys

I1 laid my hands ponuponapon him together with dr clinton and prayed for
himhinnhiduhin his family was discouraged about him thinking he would diedleodle on my
return to the office I1 spoke to presprospree

9 young about his condition the
presidentpresiden said that bro smootsnoot would be around again in a few days for
he had seen him in a dreamdrewn the previous night and thought he would soon
get wello5well3

his recovery seems to have been rapid and complete for we soon find
him involved in another project to developedevelopeddev theelope communityocomunitymunitycommunity an artesian well
company was formed with smoot at the headoheadbeado on the east bench directly northnort
of the twentieth ward school house they dug a shaft to a depth of 15010130 fetofeetaeto
when no water was struck by this depth smoot suspended the digging as he

considered it unsafe to go furtherfurtherefurtheredfur theytherothere intended to start boring from tha
depth on brigham youneyoung thought the developementelopementdev of such water sources would
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benefitbenefbelef the city greatly
ao oo00 smoot played a strong role in one of the more ambitious projects

proposed by the leadersoleadersleaiea thederso citizens of salt lake city met in a mass meeting

in the tabernacle on november 26 186401864 among the subjects considered was

construction of a dam on the jordan riverhiver and building of a canal to carry
irrigation water and freightfreightofreighfreights A oo00 smoot was named on a committee of seven

to draft resolutions expressingexpress theinz sentiment of the meeting it was then
moved 9 seconded and carried that brigham young be the president and A oe

2smoot be the secretarysecretaxyof of the company 0

A bill chartering the deseret irrigation and navigation canal company

was vetoed by the governor in february of the following year but steps were

taken to organize the company under a previous bille the incorporation was

not completed until january of 1867e1867 section two of the articles of incorpo-

ration describes the proposed program of the company

secosec 20 theehe objects of said corporation are hereby declared to be
the construction of suitable canals for the irrigation of the land lying
below their levellevei and tovto affordarford additional water to town lots and other
improved ands and to open navigable communication from utah lake by way
of great saltsaitsalv lake city and estimated to reclaim seventeen thousand acres
of desertdeserts

by

3

the end of another year smoot had been called to provo and was

spared close contact with the failure of the pianoplanplanopian no one can deny that these
hardy pioneers possessed imagination and courage to try

in the meantime the duties of the mayors office made frequent demands

upon smootssmooths timeotimetineotine in january of 1865 the militarymili decidedtarytaxy to build a hospitalahospital

at warm springs half a milemlle north of the city they had already proceeded

with the erection of the building when mayor smoot ordered the marshall of the
city to remove all obstructions to the spring as they were considered a public
nuisancenuisances the public had long been accustomed to bathing at the spring and

under smoots quick action were not deprived of the privilege for long

in june of 1865 smoot was a member of a party which met with the
indians at spanish fork to cpmpletecomplete a treaty under which the indians would be

removed to the uintah basinobasin
with the growth of the city came the need for a larger city hallohallahailohaila under

mayor smootsnoot s administration the new city hall was ready for dedication on

bido 1864 november 18 po 20

bidoibid 1864 november 26 g p 2
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munemoneration to the producers for their surplus produceoproduceproduced the company was organ-

ized march 53 186601866 0

when dr john king robinson was lured from his home on the pretense

that his professional services were desired and then cruelly murderedmurdemunde theredo
citizenrycitizenx7 was much arousedoarous aoedo O0 smoot pledged one hundred dollars for the
capture of the guilty person or persons 0

on march 21 1867 the stockholders of the deseret telegraph company

met in the historians office and organized with brigham young as presidentaspresident

ae oo00 smoot was elected to be a directordirectorodirectorydirect

ibidoebido1ibidosibido

oro

a 186618366 january 8 pe 2024

minutes of the city council of great salt lake city
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january 889 186601866 at 11 01 clockoclock mayor snootsmoot called the meeting to order and

after speeches by leaders representing various groups 9 the hall was dedicated
by george aoqo cannongannono the newspaper report declared that his honor mayor

smoot and the city council have much reason to be satisfied with their labors
on the new city hall and we have no doubt that our citizens all of them

appreciate the integrity and high character of the city fathersjfatherso 0 0

the completion of the city hall was to be the last majornajor service ren-
dered by smoot in the capacity of mayor 0 after serving ten years he declined
the nomination for another termtermotennotenneterntenn at the installation of his successor brighambrigbam
young john taylor and dGeorgegeorge aoqo cannon all spoke in congratulatory termstemsteus of

the administration of mayor smootosmootsmoote brother smoot expressed his continued

interest in the welfare of the city and a willingness to be of service wherever
2

he couldocouldcoulbo

the police force of the city gave a fine party in honor of the retiri-
ng mayor on march 5 1866 0 most of the prominent citizens were present

after dancing until 10 P mo the police captain offered an address in honor

of mayor smoot and presented him with a plaque signed by all the members of the

force expressing their high regard and esteem for the ability wisdom and

dignity and faithfulness that had characterized his honors course during the
ten years of his official career 11 brigham young smootsnoot and his successor
daniel he wells made brief speeches and supper was then dispatched in hearty
stylestyleostylea dancing continued until three oclock when the guests dispersedodispersea0disper

smootssmoothssnoots
sedogedo

next affiliation was as a director of the utah produce company

the object of the company was to trade in flour and other articles of produce

and prevent the excessive fluctuation in prices and also provide proper re-
muneration

february 1513 186601866

letter on file in the church historians office also journalvournalvournas history
of the churchy 1866 march
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during
U

1867 smoot entered into a business which proved over the years
to be a very profitable venture at the suggestion of brigham young he went

into business with john sharp and robert T bruton in establishing a small
woolen mill on the bank of big canyon creek this company known as wasatch
woolen mills was one of the first three wodlengodlen mills in utah

As the year 1867 drew to a close an important period in the life of
brother smoot also drew to a close he had rendered conspicuous public service
and earned the respect of the people e he had increased in property and influe-

nces aridandarld had played a prominent role in the developementdevelopemenelopementdev of salt lake city
he was comfortably and securely situated in hisbis home a solid structure on

south temple street at the site of the present pacific national life assurance
company officesooffi allceso this he was to leave at the call of his chief

deseret newslews 9 salt lake city utahutahs january 1 186818680
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smootssmooths answer was I1 would sooner go to hell
than to provo 2

his remark was not entirely in jest A 0 smoot had no personalpersonalde de-

sire to move to provo whatever his desiredesirey it was subordinated to the callcalxcalieail
of duty the desire of the leaders became his desire no more loyal supporter
ever assisted the church cause some have even declared with convictionconvictions when

illustratlillustratingillustrato his loyalty that if brigham young had requested him to cut off
his right arm he would have cutout first and questioned second

with smoots personal acceptance assured the next move waswaba a discussion
of the matter in the school of the prophets which met in the fourteenth ward

record of the business meeting of the bishops and lesser priesthood of
provo city

iouslousreliareli9

surprisurpris1 s

siretokireto 1joithetoithe
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CHAPTER VIII

EARLY EFFORTS TO ORGANIZE AND DEVELOPFADBVELOPE PROVO

the leaders of the church had considerable faith in provo as a pote-
ntially strong religious and economic center for some time both the religious
and civil governments had been in a disturbed and weakened condition this
disunity reached a high point in the circulation and presentation to the legis-
lature of a petition to divide the county into two separate counties bakingspeakingeaking
in march 1870 smoot said this petition was the life spring of my being here

in a determined move to correct these undesirable conditions a set of strong

leaders were selected to take over the reins and direct the activities in that
placeplaceeplaced when brigham young looked about for a leader it is not at all surpris-
ing that he called A 0 smoot for the job

naturally before any public announcements were made smootsnoot was sounded

outeoutaute when brighamBri youngi calledghamaham smoot in he announced ive called you here
to tellteli you that I11 am going to call you on a mission there are three places

all on a paropare one is as good as the other they areaxeaze provo hell or texas
you can take your choice

handwritten minute book on file in the church historiansHistoria offofficegofficesiceieelee 9

salt lake city utah march 12 187001870

personal2personal interviews with ida smoot dusenberry and horace alma smoot
children of A oo00 smoot
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homesinhomesie provoprove and live there part of the timetimcotineotincotine
the initial acceptance of the proposed changes being received in the

school of the prophets meeting president young and a large party left salt
lake city at 7 ao mo february 7 to hold two days of meetings in provoprovoo the
day of the meetings and the importance of the occasion had evidently been well
announced for at american fork another sizeable group of prominent leaders
joined the companycompanyocompaniocomp whenj anyo the company arrived at provo between 4 and 5 P me

they were met at provo river by citizens on horseback in carriages and many

on footfootefooto led by bishop miller they extended a hearty welcome to the president
and his friends many of the company stayed at bishop millermillers s home and others

2
were distributed among the citizensocitizenscitizen

on the next day the meeting was called to order at 10 ao M by bishop

millero in the audience were many who had come from salt lake in advance of
president youngyoungs party andaridarld also people from the cities around provo who had

flocked to the city to be in attendanceattendattena 0anceo in the morning meeting elder george

ao smith discoursed upon oneness brigham young upon conforming to the counsels
of the spirit 9 and heber go kimball upon humanity showing how gods blessings
will flow unto the humble faithful and obedient 0

after such an outpouringoutpour theinkirk people were cooperative and obedient to
the desires of their leadersoleadersleaiea atderso the mass meetingmeetin heldgr at one oclock bishop

miller stated they had met to nominate candidates for the city council and to
give the people an opportunity to express their viewsoviews the ticket which had

been previously published was then presented and the gentlemen named were

nominatednominatedonomina intedo a short speech thanking the people for the nomination smoot

gave his politics the kingdom of godogod

itijilijjournal history of the church 95 1868186 january 31510

detjfews

89

school house on january 5131 1868 e the first presidency the entire quorum

of twelve apostles and enough other important leaders to fill out a mormon

whokho whoawho8who wereI1 assembled after the expected speech making president young

nominated abraham oe snootsmoot to go to provo to act as president mayor and bishop

of that place and john taylor to go there as judge and a number of others as

city councilorsoouncilorsocouncillors 1

in addition to those already mentioned apostle wilford woodruff and

joseph jo smithsmithy bishop bo fo sheets george G bywater and others were to
make the move to provooprovo brigham young and heer C kimball intended to build
homes in

salt lake city utah february 19 18680

ibido february 1919s 186801868
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record of ubowho business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood

of provo city
lyd1132recordprecord
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after the sunday meetings at which smoot addressed the people they

turned to the business of elections on monday february 10 an election was

held resulting in the following officers being elected for mayor abraham 0

snootsmoot for aldermen elijah F sheets william miller and myron tanner for
councillors wilfordWilfor dWoodruffwoodruff joseph F smith alexander i macdonald george

PF bywater and david aluffocluffocluffoluff 1

there was certainly no loss of time on the partpatt of the new officers
as they held the first meeting of the new city council on the afternoon of the
day they were elected offices were turned over the new men sworn in and a

short address delivered by mayor smoot

if anything the avenues of activity increased in the life of ao 0 smoot

after he moved to provoproveoprovdo he was the head of the church the government merca-
ntile interests industrial interests and financial interests it would be

difficult to find an activity of major importance which he did not head per-

sonally or exercise great influence upon he truly was the father of utah
valley developementodevelopement

shortly after he arrived in provoprove activity increaseincreasedeincreased his eye was

quick to see the need and his voice was urgent in its call to action at a

meeting of the bishops and lesser priesthood on april 2 1868 he strongly
advocated the building of the provo canyon road and urged the bishops to use

their influence in opening it upoup recognizingReco theMizing importance of an artery
between provo and heber city he declared there is no one thing that I1 can

see that would tend more to the real interest and benefit of provoprove if no toll
was collected thereon at all still there would be and yet become a profit

2able investmentoinvestmentinvestmentsinvest thementomentenente bps and teachers can do much in the matter

also at this meeting brother smoot called upon the people for aid
in bringing the saints from foreignforeign landsolandslandbo he felt that it was a duty to
bring the saints not only this year but as long as there was a saint to comecone

the allotment of twelve teams four thousand pounds of flour and two thousandthousmd
pounds of meat was one that provoprove could easily meet and he called for theethepe

supplies to be brought in by the next saturday morningmornings dondon1donidona plead poverty
when we plead poverty we are poor or rather poor devilsodevillo ll11

perhaps brother smooths association withith the first company of perpetual
emigration fundpondfond saints endeared their cause to his hearthearts at any rate he never
forgot their needsonneedsoneeds often he urged the people to lend their aid when an

wirititesminutes of thesheehe provoprove 3oltyy councildouncedouncil 9
1 handwritten minute book on file

iniiilii the city recorder office february 10
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attempt was being made to collect from those able persons who had been helpedheaped

by the euidfupdfuidfuld in earlier years 9 president smoot was straight forward in his in
structionso

each bishop will be furnished with a copy of this indebtedness and
it will be their duty to hunt up the debtors or their heirs and collect
the amis dueduesduet men owing this fund able to pay should be required to do
so on pain of loosing their fellowship it was not designedesignedresigned crowd the
poor but to collect the debt from those able to pay 1

at general conference in 1880 many debts and back donations were can-

celled later president smoot referred to the matter there are many worthy

poor who cannot pay their indebtedness to the pe eo fundofund it is a sacred debt
2

and should be paid by those who are ableabicoabieabacoo

president smootssmoothssnoots plan was not only to build up the physical capacities
of proveprovo andandutahutah county g but to raise the moral and spiritual tone as welewelowellweieweil
to aid in this he began a moreraorenore complete organization of church groupsogroups in
both the forenoon and afternoon of april 12 he spoke on the necessity and

value of the relief societyosocietySociesocle hetyo emphasized not only the service they could

render but also the increased time the bishops would have because of the

ladies servicesoservi oneceso month later he instructed the bishops to organize

female beliefreliefbellef societies at onceonecoonee 3

the men were not to be neglected in this attempt at rejuvenationorejuvenation
brother smoot had been a regular attendant of the school of the prophets in
salt lake and was anxious to have the same influence exerted upon the saints
in utah county 0 at the organization on april 15s 1868 he was elected to be

the president of the schooloschoolschollo its membership included the leading brethren in
utah county 0

at their weekly meetings president smoot would usually speak upon

some subject which he thought was of importance to the people at that timotimetino
the subject might vary from a religious nature to one of practical everyday
problems such as raising better breeds of cattle or planting only pure seeds
to insure betterbelter cropsocropscropco

occasionally he would suggest a topic and leave it up to the membersmembors

of the school to developedevelopeddev theelope discussion or at times he left the matter of

discussidiscussionviscussi entirely up to the members much as in our testimony meetingsmeetingsomeeting

utah stake historical recordrecord9records handwritten minute book on fileileflielie in
the church historianhistorians office salt lake city utah november 53 187718770 0

2recordprecordQ

record of sunday services provo utah handwritten minute book on
file in the church historians office salt lake oltycity utah april 25 188001880

earlybearly3early history of provo microfilm of handwritten minute book
bo yo uo library provo utah may 10 186801868
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fulrulruifillmentfulfillmentwillmentfill ofmentnent the contract 0 in a priesthood meet-

ing on may 28 1868 he saidsaldsaidt

in relation to the railroad we will do our part but must not neglect
our fields for they are the wealth of israel it is the duty of men to
consult their bishops before leavineleaving then all that can be sparedmayspar goedmay
out on the road and all who do so ought to organize in companiesocompanierocompan

so
ieso

completely did lieheile rally his people to the task that during the month

of october most of the male population was at work on the railroadorailroadrailroads
when the utah southern railroad was organized and tracks were pushed

south from salt lake in 18711871s snoot8ioot led the struggle to get the line extended

record of the school of the prophets 11
9 handwritten minute book on

file in the church historians office salt lake city utah august ay6y 187201872
tiillenial star londonLon englanddonsdong june 27 18680
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when president snoot desired to launch an important project in the provo area
he usually first presented it to the school of the prophetteprophetseprophetsProphe intsotse their meetingsmeenee

the
tinas

members frequently expressed their satisfaction and enjoyment of the dis-
cussions in the schoolschools

it undoubtedly was an uplifting force in the life of early provooprovo
some members became slack in their attendance and president smoot often warnedwanned

that the tree would have to be pruned when he felt that enemies had infil-
trated their way into the school so that a free feelix4feeliiig of trust and comrade-

ship no longer existed president smoot discontinued the schooloschoolschollo the last
meeting was held on august 6 18720

when we return to the subject of immediate physical expansion we find
that here too ao oo00 smoot played a partopart the month of may 1868 found bishops
smoot and elijah sheets erecting a store building for kimball and lawrence the

2salt lake city firmfirmefirnefirnorinn this addition to provos enterprises cost the henthen con-

siderable sum of 10400 and was the first of many buildingsbuilding which smoot was

to erect in provoprovoo

at thebhe same timetine smoot was lending his support to another developementelopementdev

which was to aid not only proveprovo but the entire intermountain area this was

the completion of the railroad to the west coastocoast enemies had declared that
the mormons would not let the railroads pass through their territory 0 quite
the opposite was truetrucovruedruco not only did they let it pass through but they actively
assisted in its completionocompletioncompletions brigham young took a contract with the union pacific
to complete an important section of the tracktrackovrack As the leader in utah county s

smoot organized the people and sent out bands to work on the roadoroadboado he declareddecldeci
that

axed

we must not fail in the

record of the business meetinsmeetingsmeetinp of the bishops and lesser priesthood
of provoprove city9city may 28 1868 0

infil
r

find
A 0

t
gs wh i ch410400 1

tibneg

wasto

ass isted
theleader

beforeleaving spared may
3

strupkieglekle

6

2millenial

s
289

cussions

siderable



1odelleilbodell E

lehieh

ivelve s

railsbrailsq

keepadeepa

93

beyond lehle he urged the people to buy all the sharesshareshamesshame theys could paying for
the shares by labor in laying railsralisralls building grade 9 and whatever was needed

he felt that it would be a reflection on the people of provo to fail in perform-

ing their proportion of work in completing the track to their city in rerearem

spouse

0

to his call twentyfivetwenty teamsteamfive turned out to complete the work near provo

city during the month of septemberoseptemberseptembersSeptemsepten

also
bero

during this period 5 he lent his influence as the mayor of provo

and in the meetings of the city councilcounci helped determine the best route for
entrance into the citycityocilyo in addition the council tendered their best wishes

for success to the railroad and wthath it their influencenf forluence its speedy construcconstrue

tionvionevionvlon

with a decade of experience as mayor of salt lake city to guide him

ao 0 smoot recognized that one of the difficult problems of city government

was control of liquor salesosalesbaiesbalespaleso his policy was to eliminate the sale and consum-
ption as much as possiblespossibleepossiblepossi inbleoblee the city council meeting of june 6 18681668 he sug-

gested that the city obtain a small amount of liquor and dispense the same for
medicinal purposespilrpospilipos onlyoonly after discussion by the council it was decided that
mayor smoot should obtain a small quantity and deposit it with the A H noon

& company drug store for disposal as medicine 9 they were to be required to
keep a record of the amounts sold and to whom sold and this was to be subject

2to the inspection of the city council at any time

As might be expected the medicinal privilege was somewhat abused

and the consumption would indicate that provo had an unusual number of sick
citizens or that they had unusual faith in the curecures

if provoprove residents were not aware of the constant faith and unquestioned

devotion of ao oo00 smoot to the gospel of jesus christ and to his restored church

they soon had ample opportunity to observe ito from the first his public utter-
ances were filled with this spiritospirit

lieheilelle declared that our greatest exertion should be to gain eternal life
which is the greatest gift of god this called for daily appreciation and

activity on our partopart we should never cease to learn throughout all eternity
all other considerations should be secondary to service in the church in a

priesthood meeting on october 1 1868 he declared my resolution is god assist-
ing that no business of mine shall ever interfere with me in my duty in the

ell eo scott economic history of provo utah 18491900 11 masters
thesis brigham young university po 2180218
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priesthoodspriest A survey of his life readily reveals that he lived in just that
fashion

he frequently emphasizedphasedem the importance of the office of the bishopsobishopsBis
they

hopso

should spend all their timetine if necessarynecessar toyo tend to the duties of this
office he promised them that if they followed this course they would gain
greater material prosperity than if they devoted their time to material kaingainegainbalnebalno

this is true and proven in my experience for twenty years past I1 want to
say that your dutiesdutieduvieduvle stand first brethrenbret andhrent unless attended to you will

2go into the darkdank if there was a bishop or man who could not work president
smoot desired him to resign for he wanted the priesthood to be united and ready
to work

further stressingstr theesping responsibilityresponsibilityof of the bishops position brother
smoot stated that a mayorship as an office was a mere honorary calling and not
to be compared with the office of a bishop or otheeotheyother priesthood officesofficeseoffi

bishops
cesocese

ought to pray for ability to perform their duties especially
in the important and delicate matter of human relationships bishops and all
rulers in israel who sit in judgementjud withoutgement the influence of the holy ghost

must not expect to please god

abraham oo00 smoot was not one to just sit back and give counselcounsels he had

always been active 0 in 1869 after years on the firing line he said he had

been a missionary in the church of jesus christ for thirtyfivethirty yearsfive and they
were pleasant yearsoyecrpopearso I1 cant say that I1 ever hadhd any trials in the gospel
althoughialthough I1 have been mobbed and driven from all I1 possessed in the midst of

thisthithl I1 rejoice in the knowledge of godo

perhaps his many years of missionary service made brother smoot feel
keenly about such a oalicallocall when one of the brothers in his farewell remarks

before departing for the mission field referred to expressions of others saying
they wouldwoul not go president smoot exclaimed

bro cluffgluff has been called to do a good workworko I1 want the man who said
that he would not go on such a mission to give me back his ticket a card
of membership in the schoolsch6oschlo of the prophets as 1I will not associate in
the school of the prophets with such individualindividuals so

fxwwik w ww TO ft iffnhf vwsmumimw wiwjisy lfcmimtwltftjwmiyiril

record of the business meetinsmeetingsmeetinp of the bishops and lesser priesthood
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brother smoot could not understand how anyone could refuse any call
made by the leaders of the churchchurchy to him a call by those in authority was

a call from godogod he never felt that we were justified in making excuses even

if we felt that the call would end in failure e our duty was to respond then

the project would not failfallofaliofallfali such was his faith in the leaders
As the president of the stake he repeated the call of the first presi-

dency for settlers to go to st johns arizona and made the following explan-

ations
there need none of the brethren go to arizona if they will take the

responsibility upon themselves of staying at home but do not ask for the
blessings of the priesthood in the house of the lord

having such a testimonytestim oforyoAy the truth of the gospel he had little
sympathy with those who allowed themselves to arrive at a full state of apos
macyotacyotacy in fact he felt that apostate movements served an important purpose

in leading away corrupt members and purifying the churchochurchcharcho when a methodist

ministerministers william lyford was preaching in provo smoot said he had no ob-

jection to the old folks going to hear him preach but did not wish the child-
ren to be placed under his teachingtea wouldchingo that he would take some of the

old whiners out of the way in order that the atmosphere of mormonismmonnonism here might

be more clearocleaxcleab
A month later he advised the bishops

in regard to this apostacyapostasyApo I1stacy am not discouraged but the idea is to
mark the sheep that they may be known and the more of these old hypocrites
that go the better I1 feel about ito keep our boys and girls separate from
those that are rotten our children are drifting into ruin and will do so
if we do not use our exertions to oppose it

we should not think that president smoot was happy in seeing people
stray from the ghurchochurch he frequently admonished them to attend to their duties
and their meetings that they might keep the spirit and remain strong in the
faithofaithfalthfaitha he carefully pointed out the road to apostacyapostasyapo sostacy that the saints might

be fore warned

apostacyapostasyApo beginsstacy at our firesides in finding aultfaultraultauitf perhaps with our
teacher our neighbor or the priesthoodopriesthood if this spirit is fostered we
drive from us the spirit of prophecy and a spirit of infidelity seizes
upon us and we doubt religion and jesus and do not know whether he was the
son of god or not we should keep a doubledoubldaubl guard over the tongue 0 what we
writewrit goes down as a witness against us those who once held the priesthood

utah stake historical recordrecord9records april 19 188401884
2 record of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood

of provo city9 august 2 1872016720

ibidoibidebido 0 september 24 187218720
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and then turn from it becomes perfect devilsdevilsodevillo
he constantly kept an eye out for any influence that might lead the

saints away fromfron the church after he attended a rather riotous new years eve

dance in january of 18121872 9 he discussed the matter with the priesthood on jan-
uary 2 when we make dances for the sake of a little speculation and invite
all hell I1 seriously objectobjectoobjects in allowing their daughters to attend such dances

they placed them in the hands of meninennen who would destroy their virtue in a secondsecondsseconde

such dances ought to ceaseecease if the people desired to dance they should in-
crease the price of the ticket sp that sufficient police strengestrengthstrengt could be

hired to keep orderoorderonderbordero the brethren assembled voted that the dances be discon
2tinuedlinued for the prepro sento

in cases of serious violation of church law or doctrineordoctrine president smoot

did not hesitate to apply the knife to cut away the cancerous growth his de-

cisions backed by years of experience were quick and seldom questioned A

questionquesti arose in14 the stake monthly priesthood meeting at provo about a couple

who had been married in the endowment house and the sister had a baby three
months after marriageomarriagemarriagesmarri presidentageo smoot declared that they both ought to be out

of the churchy

in a serious case brought before the high council the defendant a

physician asked that the trial be held at a later date as he was then attending
a patient and could not be presentepresent president smoot ruled that the case could
go onoone the testimony was given and the case discussedodiscusseddiscus thensedo brother he H

cluff isaack bullock and james eo talmage each expressed the idea that the

decision should be bedeferreddeferred until the accused could be present to defend him-

self but the president gave us a scouring and then rendered a decision
hatthat the cusedaccusedaused be gutcutput off from the church of jesus christ of latter day

saintssainfcso 4

although president smoot was often severe and sometimes autocratic in
his judgements9judgementsjudge 9ments he was also long suffering and patient in his efforts to keep

errant soula in the churchchurchocharcho it all depended on the degree to which the person

had strayed 0 he had no fellowship with those who persisted in disobediencedisobediencco
officers in utah stake were to use all moral persuasions with the saints to

early history of provo september 24 187118710
221 record of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood

in provoprove city 11 january 2 187201872
oliver bo part II11 page 188

autobiography of harvey harrisharriearrisharrl gluffcluff microfilm of the original
be yo ho library provo utah part I1 po 255256255256o2552560255 256
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overcome the evils into which they had slippedoslippedslip hepedo had personally labored in
a quiet manner with some of the brethren who were going astray 9 with the result
that they had promised to reformoreformreforma the bishops were not to merely make a pu-
blic call for repentanceorepentancerepent theyanceo were to labor privately and individually with
the offenders to bring them back to an accepted standing in the ghurchochurch

this patience and understanding is revealed in his answer about ex-

communicating people from the church

it would not be well for the husbandman to allow his tree to bear many
dead branches and if not properly pruned it would be of great material
damage to the health of the treetreco there was no fear of cutting off these
dead branches because like the salt spoken of by the saviour they had lost
their savor and were good for nothing but to be trodden under foot of man
and there was no fear to be entertained 0 not to be too fast in pruning
but know that the limblinb has gone beyond redemption first then it was
our duty to sever justice must not be robbed but must be servedoservedservedio 0 e0 0

it requires a wise acute mind to know where to strike 0 0 0 0 every circum-
stance should be skillfully weighed and when men and women areaxe thoughtfully1
weighed then prune them off that the tree may not be encombedoencombeduncombedencomb

such

edo

was a part of the philosophy which directed the life of abraham

oo00010015040 smootosmoote

lending personal support to his program for the advancement of provo

city president smoot commenced building a new home in provooprovo the correspondent
who reported this activity examined the work with others and found it to be of

the most substantial character in keeping with his character president smoot

had turned to a solid concrete constructionconstruct which he found to be only fifteen
2per cent more expensive 5 butbat infinitely strongerostrongerpststrong

As

rongeroerp

one views the home today he carmot fail to be impressed withwit the

solid character of the structureostructurestructuredstruc Atureo picture of commodiusconunodiuscommodiouscomeom genteelmodius living im-

presses itself upon the mindomind
A new project was now in the makingmakingomakings brigham young had long envisioned

the establishment of a operativecooperativeco mercantile institution to accomplish this
objective a group of important leaders met in salt lake city on october ay9y 186801868

after a lengthy discussion they decided to organizeoreorg suchanizeanise a store 0 the matter
was to be presented to the people immediately with elder ao oo00 smoot and

joseph fo smith presenting the plan to the people of utah stake 0 elder smith

reported on october 27 that they were almost through with the visits and on

recordaecordaccord of the business meetings of the bishops andaridarld lesser priesthood
of provoprove city9city august ag4g 18740

ggfcjfe salt lake city utahs september 25 1868

deseret evening newsmews salt lake city utah 9 october 10 186801868
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october 5131 elder snootsmoot reported that all the settlements with one or two ex-

ceptions had been visitedovisitedvisivlsi thetedo matternatter of operationcooperationco had been well received
withith many subscribing for sharesosharesshanessharese

when
i

the merchants in salt lake could not bury their petty jealousies
and unite in organizing such a coopco presidentop smoot took the reins in hand

and determined to establish it in provooprovo he called a meeting of the citizens
of provo to be held in the basement of the meeting house on december 4 18681868e

president smoot called the meeting to order and after a prayer by bishop E F

sheets stated that the object of the meeting was to consider the propriety of
joining in a operativecooperativeco in provo citycityocilyo after several of the leading brethren
spoke in favor of the proposition presidentpresidentsmootsmootsnoot suggested that the brethrenbret
pay

hrenbren
off their debts before investing in the organizationorganizationoorganizations A preliminary organ-

ization was then formed with ao oo00 smoot as president myron tanner vice
president and peter stubbs elijah fo sheets A H scott so S jones and

A F maedonaldmacdonaldodonaldcdonaldMa directors L john nuttallnuttaii secretary and myron tanner as

treasurer e some thirty persons subscribed the amount of 4850o004850000 and the
2meeting was adjourned until december 290

at the meeting on december 29 president smoot said he has settled
in his mind that this society will be started and thought we would commence

in merchandising but doubted the propriety of starting during this winter 11

it was then decided to raise means during the winter and start business early
in the springspringe twentysixtwenty personssix enrolled and subscribed twelve hundred dol
larsolarselars upon motion of lo10 john nuttall in the meeting of january 5 1869 the
organization was named provoprove operativecooperativecooo institutionoinstitutioninstitutions

for the next few weeks smoots attention was turned away from the
operativecooperativeco and towards governmental affairsoaffairsaffaafra heirso had announced that he would

be occupied in the legislative assembly at salt lake for the next forty daysedays

he was the representative from wasatch and utah counties on the legislative
council and held that position for the next twelve yearsyeaxdeax e on january 11 the
opening day of the session in 1869 he was appointed on the following committeescommitte

utah stake manuscript history typewritten manuscript in the church
historians officeOfficoffie 1868 october 51031

minutes of the provo cooperative institution handwritten manuscriptmahu
in

script
the church historians office december 4 18680
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hereheme2thatthat we want from new
york and have arrangements made so as to do thisothischiso

after the stockholders meeting was concluded 9 the directors met in a

special meetingsmeetingomeetingmeenee presidenttineotingotinko smoot stated that he had held a conversation with
ho wo lawrence relative to purchasing the store and stock of good belonging to
kimball & lawrence in provo fityogityocity he introduced mr lawrence who then proposed

selling the business to the coopco withop three thousand dollars of the purchase
price to be stock in the cogo opoop brigham young moved that the proposition be

acceptedacceptedoaccept itedo was seconded and carried and the organization was in businessbusinessobus

under
inesso

the steady hand of ao oo00 smootsnoot it was soon a thriving businessobusinessbus

spurred
inesso

on by the activity in provo zo co mo lo10 in salt lake opened its
doors for business on march 1 186901869

brigham young and those leaders assisting him had plans for the co

minutes of the provo operativecooperativeco institution

smootesmootq

at8t 186918690

bido february 8 186918690

ibidoibid february 8 186918690

2ibidbibid
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he returned his attention to the operativecooperativeco matter on february 8

when an important meeting of the stockholders and directors met in the base-

ment of the meeting house 0 brigham younggyoungs joseph young fo D richards george

aeqe cannoncannons and joseph fo smith were there from salt lake cityocitycilyo after the co-
nstitution was read and adopted smoot and the officers were sustained in their
officesofficesooffi sectionceSo two of the goopcoopgoco constitutionop describes its purposespurpo assefsep

followsfollow
the objects of this institution are to establish and carry on in

provo city and such other places as may be hereafter determined by the
board the business of general merchandising manufacturing and such other
branches of industry beneficial to the interests of the institution

president young was greatly pleased at the establishment of this move-

ment which he had long advocated

this is one step in the right direction to bring us to our legitimate
position before godogod this step is safe and will serve to unite the breth-
ren together and will enlarge our minds and our capacities for doing
businessobusinessbus ifinesso this is good in one mans hand it is good in a company 0

this operativecooperativeco system I1 think will winowin if it does not we will be
set back quite a number of yearsopearso joseph tried to establish this in his
day but did not accomplish ito when this company is once established I1
want the brethren to stop trading at salt lake but to trade at their own
store in provoprovoo goods can be brought down from the city and sold cheaper
than you can buy in salt lakeolakejakeo it may leave our merchants out but if it
does we cannot help ito we have given them the opportunity for years but
they will not do ito so if they areaxeate leftleflerier out in the cold it is their own
fault 0 we will not plead with our little merchants here to join us nor
dont youoyoucouo I1 iunderstandunderstand how to get the goods herethat
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operative movement which encompassed far more than mercantile establishmentestablishments
perhaps the most ambitious project and certainly the largest in provoprove was the

establishment of a woolen millo both brigham young and ao oo00 smoot had been

successful operatorsoperatorsofoperator of woolen mills in salt lake for several yearsoyeaxsopearso

at the same meeting in which brighambrig youngham extolled the advantagesadvantap
of a operativecooperativeco store to the stockholders of the goopgoCQ heop also announced

to them intentions to build a factory in provooprovo the spirit of provo citizens
was right the country was ideal for sheep raising and the natural facilities
favored building a woolen mill thereotheretherdo provoprove citizens and the coopco wouldop be

invited to join in the enterprise if they desired to do soo shares could be

purchased by laborolaborjaboro
no one was more enthusiastic than ao oo00 smoot in advocating home in-

dustry to maintain their economic independenindependenceoindependence he declared that the lord
wishes us to be clothed with the work of our own hands ilehellelie back up his words

with actionactiouo fromfron the time he entered the valley until his death he wore

only clothing made by hand or on machinery in utahoutahitaho his house hold furnishingsfurnishing
were the product of home labor as far as possibleopossiblepossiblespossi

in
bleo

addressing the bishops and members of the lesser priesthood on

february 2523 he described home industry and operationcooperationco as a stepping stone

to the law of consecration operationgooperationcooperationcogo should spread to all the products
they needed to sustain themselvesothemselvesthemsel brighamveso young had the plan but smoot had

doubts about the people and himselfhim howeverselfoseiyo he intended to support the prin-
ciple and if I1 fail it will be the fault of the brain and not of the heartoheaxtcearto 11

he thought that it was utter folly to send all their money out of the territory
to import goods and remain idle at homehomco they should import machinery and thus
be able to produce at homeohomehimeo even though home products sold at a higher price
for a season the money would simply change hands and still be kept in their
midstomidst6miksto in a forcible illustration he condemned the present practiceopracticepracticpracticed

how strange the furs of our land are sent to england to be manufactured
and imported back to us with heavy cost but it seems we cannot be satisfied
without smelling hell or gentilism for while we have good hattershatter here
still we prefer a gentile hat made in england and parisparishpanish branded in the
crown which is a trick of the devil 0 we cannot get a better wearing hat
than is made by our hatters but they are discouraged because of the lackack
of patronageopatronagepatronagiopatron av2vageo

speaking on the same principle in a later meeting he called for support

of the woolen mill which would be a great blessing to theniothemchenio they had all the
elements for successful manufacture including craftsmen but they must remain

abonoanouoanono biograph of abraham owen smoot a brief sketch of his life
typed manuscript loaned by a granddaughtergrand mrsersoedsdaughter co wo love of provo poR 40
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idle for lack of workowork he strongly urged a change in their labor trade and

commerce s that they might export instead of importinport our present policy has
been suicidal and we will be poor worlds without end if it continuescontinuesocontinue

essential in the manufacture of high grade woolen goods 9 is high grade

woolowoolwooigoolo brother smoot had always been an advocate of raising superior types of
sheep and livestocklive instockostockestooke anticipation of the need of the best wool to supply

the factory the board of directors of the deseret agricultural society appoint-

ed smoot as an agent to go east and expend five thousand dollars in the purchase

of an improved breed of sheep to be imported to this country e in announcing

his appointment the deseret newsmews stated
broobro smoot we are informed will take means from arvany of our farmers

or others g to be invested in ayershireAyer milchshire cows or any other kind of
stockostock he intends visiting the best stock marts in the east and will
take pains to select specimens from the best breeds 5 and being a man of
experience in such matters we hope that all who can avail themselves of
the opportunity now afforded will do so as the improvement of our breeds
of cattle and sheep is an item of great importance to the future prospe-
rity and development of our people and territory

while smoot was absent on his trip east the deseret news carried an

editorial on the importance of developing woolen manufacture in the west it
recognized the inferiority of the wool producinganiproducing animals then in the area but
sounded a hopeful note

0 0 0 still from the efforts of president young A oo00 smoot esq 9 and
other gentlemen interested in woolen manufactures we fully expect to see
this evil remedied and to have shortly a very improved class of woolpro
ducingdeucing animals filling the valleys and hill sides of this territoryterritoryeTerri

upon

tonyetorye

his arrival president smoot reported not only the purchase of
the animals but also of a safe which he had procured for the use of the coopco

storeostorestareo
op

the directorsrectors of the institution were happhappy to purchase the safe for
the use of the store which in his absence had expanded to include a new unit
the west branch managed by the relief societyosocietySociesocle

his
tyo

zeal for thebhe operativecooperativeco cause and his determination for its
success were as strong as everevero in a sunday service on may 5030 he urged the
people to support the cooperativeoperativeco movementomovementsmovmovenoveamov the devil is urging many I1toivelve fight
against co operationooperations

early history of provoprove H august 1 1869
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conteconti nuallydually reedurged thebhe people to
lend their support to ito ilehelie thought those who traded with the gentile mer-

chants should give an accounting of their actions his own support of co-

operation and dealing among his own people went further than thatothatchato he re-
fused to sell even at a greater advantage to gentilesgentil when questioned about

selling property to gentiles his answer wastwass

if we were mormons dyed in the wool we should be able to answer in our
own hearts if it would be right to sell our heritage to the gentiles I1
answered them that I1 had a piece of property in salt lake city to dispose
of I1 have been offered some s20000o00 by gentiles for it but it was not
for sale then and have since offered it to presdtpreidt youngyoang and
1600000016000.000

john sharp for
tl6000o00o 1

june 1 1869 must have been a day filled with promise in the mind of
A oo00 smoot at the school of the prophets on this daydayydamdaay it was resolved to

build the factory by

1recordprecord

102

after establishing the coopco storeop he continually

operation

the timpanogosTimpano manufacturinggos company was

formed with a capital of one million dollars and shares of one hundred dollars
eachocacheeach brighamblipbrip young was tobe the president and ac oo00 smoot the vice president

2at the close of the meeting the ground was laid out and the corners setoset
in addition to the special projects such as the coopgoopgoco storeop and the

woolen mills president smoot faced the constant problem of the upkeep and

supplies for the meeting house 0 on june 27 he called upon the carpenters
and the sisters to fix up the seats in a comfortable mannermanneremandere he also thought

that provo the second largest stake should delay no longer in providing a

proper room for conducting a prayer circlecircicocirciecircino they had done without the benefits
of this institution too long alreadyoalreadyalmeadyalrea

As

dyo

mayor hefieilelle called the attention of the city council to the need for
providing suitable buildings for quarantine purposes in the event of an out-

break of contagious diseasediseaseediseasesdise theyasee favored the propositions and immediately
soughtasought a site for the erection of such buildingsbuildingsebuilding later on special clothing
was provided for such cases

by august 5131 smoot had the plan of the factory but could do nothing
moremarenorewarewore toward building it until they obtained more of thetilethlethie necessary materialsomaterialsmateri
he

alSoaiso
alsoaiso asked the bishops to help raise the means to build the grist mill while

they were assembling materials for the factoryo during the fall and winter
months teams turned out from provo and springvilleSpring toville haul lumber from the

record of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood
of provoprove city ll11 november 12 18720
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nearby canyonsocanyon
on september 18 1869 a meeting was held in heber city to instruct the

people on better methods of soil cultivationc and stock raisingraisingorairal aosingo oo00 smoot

spoke on stock raisingo the deseret newshews account of the affair reported we

do not recollect ever listening with greater pleasure to addresses of this
character than we did that eveningseveningoeveningeven theyingo were eminently practicable well
adapted to the audience and withal humorousohumoroushumo werouso wished all the people in
the entire territory could have heard themthen

rairali singosingsink

or5ora 00

to arrive at heber the party traveled through the canyon on the provo

canyon roadoroadboadboado the same newspaper account paid tribute to the builders of the
roadoroadboado the road up provoprove canyon is a very excellent one and when the rugged

nature of the country through which it passes and the violent character of
the stream on whose edge it is built is considered it is a credit to its
buildersobuildersbuilbulibullderso

in spite of the praise for their past efforts in building the provo

canyon roadbroadboad president smoot thought there was much yet to be done in improve-

ment and upkeepoupkeep maintaining interest in the road was not an easy matter
some were unwilling to pay on the road and others had complained to president
smootsnoot against performing any more labor because some had refused to do anything
at allallealioailoali smoot proposed a solution to the problemoproblemproblemsprob

I11
lemo

think the plan can be reached by which all can be got out or their
means 0 the bps decide who should stay at home and those who stay at home
should make the pay their labor would be worth 0 0 0 those who say they
will stay rather than work I1 should be close after them and get the pay or
give them their proper nameonamecameo I1 do not feel it safe for my health to go
but I1 wish to spend two or three days and set stakes so that men can work
to the grade 0 As to wageswades I1 do not carecane what you call them 100ilo00 or 5o00800050008050

all we want is the roadoroadboado

in

2

december of the same year he followed up the matter by declaring
that the delinquents on the provo canyon road should be made knownknowno

brother smootssmoothssnoots address on stock raising had been well accepted by the
people of heberheberocebero he demonstrated his knowledgeknowledg of the subject in a more practi-
cal manner at the county fair in provo on october 1 and 20 for his entries in
the fair he received first prizes on a short homedhorned kideaidealderneyaldernymy cow and an ayrshire
yearlingoyearling0yearlingyear 3lingo

the members of his family recall that he always loved horses and cattleocattlecattiecattler

deseret evening jjews 9 salt lake city utah september 21 186918690 0
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kyrAyrshires

magnifmagniaigent

notsellcotsell convenientlyconvenient solyslyt they had offered
to take the merchandise and pay for it when it was soldosoldboid

in august he proposed adding a butcher shop to the store and made the
necessary preliminary arrangements 0 when another firm opened a shop in the

city he considered it wise to wait until sprinespringespring
As the president of the board of directors he presented the financial

condition to the stockholders in a meeting on november 5030 18691869e their original
purchases and expenditures to start the business had placed them twelve thousand

dollars in debtodebtdeato much of their stock had dropped in value yet after less than
one year of operation they had paid off a large portion of that indebtedness
so that they now owed only 0445694s4456o94044569404456.948445694 the business was forging ahead but on

the question of paying a dividend president smoot thought they had better pay

our old debt before we contract new onesoonesboneso

104

his son alma and his grand son clark newell remember that he brought into utah
county the first ayrshireayrshires s and hoiholsteins they had seen also at the same time

george Q cannon and john to caine imported jersey cows 9 smoot imported a car-
load of jersey stockostock alma said his father kept twenty or thirty milch cows

when all he needed was two or three e plentifully supplied by this oversized
herd he gave much milk to the needy

bryant so hinckley remembers that he used to select a fineinelne steer and

fatten it for his family to eatoeat
nothing but the finest in livestock would do to be kept on his place

he constantly admonished the cattle raisers to import and raise better stock
his beef animals always brought a few cents more per pound because of the

finer quality 0

this example had its influence on his family 0 today his son alma and

aimaalmakimaaimas sons and grandsons own and manage the snootsmoot brothersbrothersdairydairydalry in center

ville utahutahoitaho their magnifipentmagnificent herd of jerseys is one of the four finestinest herds

in americaoamericalAmeri

during
cao

the summer and fall months 9 the coopgoopgoco storeop continued to do a

good business president smoot and re ro hopkins were appointed by the board

as agents to act upon an offer by the rinnfirm of stubbs and kirkwood to sell their
stock of merchandise to the co opoop after examination of the goods president
smoot reported that the items would not sellsallsali

As the summer months faded away the problem of preparing the meeting

houseeousehonse for comfortable winter use became more pressingopressings the attempts at heating
the house had been a complete failure the previous winter president smoot

minutes of the provoprove goopcoopgoco op november 5030 186901869
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recommended neuse of a system of flues such as they had seen in the east
the meeting house tax which had been assessed to take care of such

matters was slow coming lneineino some of the wards had furnished oil for lighting
the house but that supply was now exhaustedoexhaustedexhaust whenedo the custodian asked about

lighting the room brother smoot directed him to leave it dark until more ade-

quate provisions had been made to keep them from borrowing suppliesosupplies he

explained to the assembled priesthood that a crisis had to come and it had

just as well be now he had frequently paid bills from his own pocketopocketpockets it
grieved him more to have to call on the people than to pay such small billsbillsobilisbellso
he did not wish to find faulty but felt he would be remiss in his duty if he

did not place their responsibilities squarely upon their shouldersoshouldersshoul toderso do

otherwise would be to lead the peoplepe intooo a state of stuporstuporostupore

several

1

weeks later when many were still delinquent in paying the

meeting house tax president smoot suggested making public the names of those
who refused to pay their share 0

it is time we know these scallawagsscalla andwags drop them from the churchochurchcharcho if
I1 was a bishop of a ward I1 would tickle their ears with tax till111ililii they would
hear me with all patience and if icould not impress them to pay I1 would
not drag them along but drop themthemothen

after his return from the legislature president smoot found that some

laxity still existed in the matter of the tax he explained that all of their
property was liable to taxation and that he regarded the tax as perfectly justjusto
I1 am in favor of men paying the tax or knowing the reason why and those who

will not do not merit a standing in the churchchurchocharcho he thought that there was

no rest for the faithful elder in israelisraeloisraela we have to continue our labors and

respond to all the calls made upon uso after hearing this admonition to the
people bishop follett indicated his pleasure at the instruction and thought

that it seemed natural to have president smoot among them again snubbing our

ears and stirring us up to our dutiesoduties
from the reports of observers the efforts of president smoot to improve

the lot of the people proved highly successful 0 brother george go bywater of
provo called in at the deseret news office to report on provoprove conditionconditionsoconditions

the people are improving and feel first rate under the judicious guid-
ance of elder ao oo00 smoot 0 0 0 0 between thirty and forty elderselderaeiders ini com-
panies of two and three g are deputed each week to visit and preach to the

record of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood
of provo city9 december 519319 186918690
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talents were devoted to the service of his churchghurcho

deseret evening news salt lake city utah february 16 1870 0
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people of the various settlements every sunday and it is believed that
the people of utah county were never so united or felt so well as they
do at cresentopresentopre 11sento

bishop harrington of american fork also reported to the deseret news

offices that these missionaries under the directionrection of president smoot had

created a good spirit and greatly benefited the people 0

during that winter president smoot also traveled about the stake
speaking to the people of the settlements As a public speaker he had train-
ed in the school of experienceexperienceoexperiencexperienced he regretted that his duties as a public ser-
vant occupied so much of his time that he had little time to gain wisdom from

study and reading good booksbooksobooksh he confessed that like most people he would

prefer to listen but had always been called uponapon to speak in publicopublic because

of these frequent calls he wished that he had more time to prepare for such
speech makingmakingemakinde ilehellelie declared that he delighted in plainnessplair andmess his public
utterances were marked for their frank straight forward styieelee

bryant so hincleygincley i one of those who remembers president smooths pu-
blic discoursesodiscoursesdiscourse brotherbrotherhbrothers hinckley describes the leader as a really majestic
character a really impressive speaker who never minced words both mr

hinckley and walter taylor of provo recalled that president smoot stuttered
slightlyslightspight however mr taylor said that you never noticed the defect when he

got warmed up and considered brother smoot to be an interesting speaker 0

whatever his talents one fact stands out that both his
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CHAPTERlapeer IX

BUILDING THE WOOLEN MILL AND continuing taTHE OPERATIVEcooperativeCO MOVEMENTMOVUENT

we have seen president smoots staunch advocacy of the cooperativeoperativeco

movementmovementomovementsmove likewisemento we have already noted his strong interest in cattle and

livestockolivestockestockoliv it was almost inevitable that he would soon blend the two in a

call for a operativecooperativeco stock herd he had long thought that they were faili-
ng to realize their possibilities in producing dairy products he lamented

the fact that not one bit of cheese was being produced in the valley e

in a bishops meeting on march 12 1870 he severely condemned the
practice of selling off their cattle especially the young calvesocalvescalvaso the fenners
should build up their herds not sell themothemthenothen he thought the solution would be

a coopco herdop cared for by older men who were steady and responsible
one month later he brought the subject up again before the same groupgroups

he declared that stock was one of the greatest sources of wealth before thete
peopleopeoplepeopled the best method of raising fine stock was to seed ground and feed

at homehomeohimeo aoA oo000 smoot was years ahead of his time in advocating a practice
which is now generally recognizedorecognizedrecognize

however with an abundance of good feed around he felt that a co opera

tive herd should be established to take advantage of these opportunitiesoopportunities he

again stressed the fact that the most capable and responsible type of person
must be selected as herdsmanherdsmanoherds hemanomane was ready to put his stock into such a co-

operative herd as soon as it could be established e at the next meeting of

april 26 the committee appointed reported that most of the men had already
made arrangements for their stock for that year so that the operativecooperativeco

stock herd did not reach very great proportions that year
in order that they might not be too late the following year president

smoot organized committees in december to arrangearranavran forgyegre operativecooperativeco sheep and

cattle herds in the county 0 on january 31

operatioperate

1871 he pointed out the advantages
to the farmers of being able to send their younkyoung calves out with the herd and

record of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood
of provo city april 12 1870
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liehelleile warned the brethren that in
planningpiarplax forming their crops and spring work they should not lose sight of the
responsibilitytoresponsibility to erect the factoryofactoryfact

As

oryo

proof of his faith in the factory he made frequent investments in
ito in february 1870 he reported another such investmentoinvestmentinvestmentsinvest I1mentomentenente have put 2000
in the factory this week and I1 hope to put every loose thing I1 have into it

2I1 feel to turn every thing intonto the factory e I1 regard it as a mission

palralrai
tendedtendedotendero he wanted the bishops and teachers to understand the whole matter so

that they could lay it before the peoplepeopleepeopled at an organizational meeting on

february 28 he instructed bishop johnson to put his name down for sixty shares

if he could indfind all of his stock on the range he would double his subscrip-
tion

president smoots judgementjud ingement the matter was proved when in 1872 the
the second year of operation the utah county operativecooperativeco stock association
declared a dividend of thirtyfivethirty perfive centcento in 1877 the assets totaled
60788 with a gain of 5217o5059217o5o8592170521705059217050 for that yearobearo

1

during the winter months president smoot trained watchful eyes on the
preparations for erecting the woolen factory when one group failed to bring
the timber from the mountains as contractcontracted he quickly set another group at
the task so that the construction might not be delayed in the saringospringo he search-
ed about for stone at the most reasonable prices so that the building could be

constructed from this more durable material

I1 n

februaryfebruax7 15 1870
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not have to worry about them through the summer 0 he claimed that stock had al-
ways paidraidrald himhin 50 per cent even though he always regarded them as about half

by the first of may smoot had pushed to completion the grist mill
which was built in connection with the factory 0 on may 28 1870 the great dayyday

arrivedaxT materialsived for construction were gathered and the corner stoneiStone was

laidolaid lo10 john nuttall recorded in his diary
saturday may 28 187001870 the southeast corner stone of the provo co-

operative woolen factory was laid at half past 9 clockoclock a m by president
A oo00 smoot upon the corner stone being laid president smoot offered
prayer 0 0 0 president smoot prophesied that this corner stone shall re-
main steadfast and sureosuresuneaureo

immediately much attention was focused on the buildingbuildings skilled work-

men came from all over the territory to aid in the construction of the factory

scott opoOP eitocitoelto pepo 141
2 record of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood
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the salt lake herald of june 16 reports that a large force of workmen is en-

gaged on the factory which is progressing rapidlyorapidlyrapid
the

lyoiyo

deseret news describes the scene on june 220

the site of the new operativegooperativecooperativecogo factory now in course of erection
presents a busy scenesceneoscaneo crowds of workmen are there 9 busy as bees and the
huge foundation is visiblerisible at some distance from the place the people
here speak highly of the energy evinced by bishop smoot in superintending
the erection of the building j and the settlements generally throughout the
country areaxe taking hold with a vimvin in assisting the workowork 1

after a visit from ao oo00 smoot 9 the salt lake herald printed a cqlumncolumn

in the paper describing the bright prospects at provo and particularly the
progress of the factoryofactoryfact

the

oryo

new operativecooperativeco factory at provo is being pushed forward over
fifty men being engaged on ito the main building is 145 x 65 feet four
stories high with two adjoining buildings one 154 x 5533 feetfeetgfeets9 and one
75 x 5533 feetsfeet each two stories haghohighohigh the company expects to run 2400400 to
2600 spindlespindles so this looks like manufacturing woolen cloth on a large sized
scale and will heavily reduceredacered importationsoimportationsimportationuceace there is also a shoe factory
worked on the operativecooperativeco principle by the same company

inelne

theregthelreg

avimacim
avisiaavisit

heaviheavaelyllyaly
and doing a

profitable business and the companycompan has started running a fine new grist
mill which is doing wellowellwelioweli in fact cooperationoperationco is a flourishing thing
in provoprove and the city is also fourishingofourishingnourishing

the focus of attention was suddenly shifted from the woolen mills on

the night of september 22 187001870 A group of soldiers from nearby campgamp rawlings

well lubricated with liquor rolled into provo on a spree mayor smoot summa-

rized the event in a letter to the deseret newsnewso the soldiers entered the city
between 12 and 2 0 clocksoclocli they entered house s broke down windows and doors
took somesone of the citizens as prisoners smashed the front of several stores
and completely ransacked several housesohouseshousego they severely beat several of the

citizencitizensocitizens mayor smoot and several aldermen spent the afternoon of the 26th

with general broflo de trobriand of atopto douglas checking the damadeodamageodamage

in services held on the following sunday president smoot declareddecidecldeel thataxed

the drunken hell houndshounds8 were not responsible for what they did but the re-
sponsibility rested upon governor shaffershattersharfershafter and some of the citizens in their
midst who had petitioned for the presence of troopsotroops he advised the brethren
to obey the governors proclamation and leave their arms at home but added

I1 now warn the sisters to arm themselves and defend their homes as the procla-
mation does not reach themothemtheno

As the excitement subsided attention shifted back to the rapidly rising

deseret evening news salt lake city 5 utah june 25 1870
2salt lake herald salt lake city utahuvahutahsutahp june 28 1870018709
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amovmo1mam W alienallenkilenklien one of the masons in a short speech stated that he was
glad that the work was so farfaxfadraxraz advanced and that he had never seen workmen
move with greater union the work having never stopped one working day since
it was commenced he felt that truly the hand of god was in it

bishop scott expressed the good feelings of superintendent A oo00 smoot
for the faithful labor performedperfoperro andnned the success of the work i

iblibi

lonionpermissbermiss

neastnewst

110

factory A deseret news correspondentcorrespondentycorrespondencycorrespond writingwrenty fromiti provo on october 5 sends

an account of progress which speaks well for the management of ao 0 smoot

at two oclock po m today I1 enjoyed the opportunity of being present
at a meeting of the masons and workmen of the provoprove operativecooperativeco woolen
factory held on the completion of the walls of the building to celebrate
the completion of the rock worko and we must say that we have never
seen a body of men manifest better feelings toward each other while all
were joyful that the walls of the building were completedocompletedcomplecompie tedo

0

hearty cheers were offered for brigham young the projector of the
building ae oo00 smoot superintendent bishop scott his assistant and
others who have aided in its erection

praise for the factory was not just a matter of the local people ex-

pressing satisfaction for their own efforts outsiders were also impressed an

agent for one of the largest machinery manufacturing companies in the west

visited the factory and declared that there were no factory buildings west of
the allegheny mountains equalqualquai to those of provo there may be some larger

2but for solidity and strength there is no better in any country 1 one would

expect A 0 smoot to build no other type

in the meantime the people of provo were to see still more of the sold-
iers from camp Rawlingrawlings major osborne commanding had requested permission
to quarter his troops within the city proper during thethemthei winter monthsmonthsomontoso wheiwhepnhep

mayor smoot presented the matter before the city councilCounci they authorized him

to negotiate with major osborne according to his best judgementjud hegement also
brought the matter up for the consideration of the bishops on november 8

in respect to the soldiers moving onto our lower square I1 think
it will be best iflf they conclude to move in as I11 think we can take care

of them better there than over in the brushobrushbousho if they conclude to move
in we shall want lumber 14 feet long any width for the fencing of the
square I1 wish the brethren to take care of the sisterssister and keep them
away from the soldiersosoldiersonsol usedierso the soldiers kindly and they will respect
youe 3

president smoot cautioned kindly treatment for the soldiersosoldierssoldiersonsolsoi indierso such
a situation an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure he stressed the
importance of vigilant guarding to forestall difficulties that might otherwise

deseret evening newshews salt lake city utah october 8 18700

ibidbido october 27 187018700 0

record3 of the business meeting of the bishops and lesser priesthood
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illliilil
ariseoariseaeisealiseo rieffiefreferringerring to those who could not see the necessity of guarding he

proclaimed

doldoii ng

Bisbibhopsyhopso tell them they are disfellowshippeddisfellowship until they repent such
men are blindbilna 0 I1 believe I1 stood more hours on guard than any other I1
knowoknowd I1 never faltered I1 believe I1 stood years without the pay of a
centocent A vigilant guard has many times averted the shedding of blood
and now whenever the macmarshallshalishail wishes me to guard I1 am on hand any hour
A man that has the priesthood and cannotcarmot see the importance of guarding
is not worthy of a place in the school of the prophets and I1 would saysav
to the marshallearshallMax andshallshalishail captacaptaincalta of police that a whiner is not to be trusted
he might sell and betray you would rather have six faithful men than a
regiment of whinersphinerswh

latterlaiterlaiber

iners
ininansweranswer toaqvoagjoaqto qta onaboutonqyuestion about selling produce to the soldiers

in the square he sweredansweredariaxibri sell them what they want but take it yourselvesyoursel
and keep your wives and daughters away from them as it was not a fit placplace

2for themthermo

vesyveso

iske1111111111.111 11111111.

manthanmenthan

fulfbulfillmentclment

andthusandtius

solditsoldat

opsaps

bishops

perhaps the presence of the soldiers prompted mayor smoot or perhaps

the need already existedesisexisenis butvedotedovedy at any rate in december 14 meeting of the city
council he proposed the matter of building a jail in connection with the countyocounty
the matter was approved and provisions made for the fulfillment of the proposal e

in the month of december smoot continued to show his interest and faith
in the operativecooperativeco store by joining with ee fo sheets to purchase three thous-
and dollars worth of stock from henry we lawrence of salt lakeolakejakeo

by the spring of 1871 considerable means and effort had been expended

on the woolen millomillmili many failed to catch the spirit of home productionproductionoproductionsproduct theyionolono

werewore still shipping their wool east and then importing cloth from tilethetiietlle eastoeast in
meetings or may 11 and 12 both brigham young wiand aoA oe0 smoot urged the people

to keep their wool here and thus avoid paying the freight both ways as they had

been doingo the manufacturers and wool growers were urged to work in close
cocooperationoperationooperationoperations

one month later president smoot brought the matter up again and a
year later when people were still shipping wool out of the territory he severe-
ly condemned such lack of support for our home industrieindustriesindustriesIndu sostriestrle one man had promised
to let him as the manager of the provo woolen mills have his wool and then
sold it to eastern buyerso smoot thought that persons who so disregarded the
heavy expenditure to build up home manufacture ought to be cutout off from the
church 2
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menmernenchandis i ng tradeotradetraaethadeo the response was favor-
able but the buildings were never erected the store prospered however and

continued to pay about 20 per cent dividends on the investment 0

in the 1870

I1

ofinorincoinecorne

mam111

ihavechave livedlive close and dressed plain and every dollar I1 have
invested in something that would bring an income but many cannot see that
planpianopianaplanapian suchuchS are the men who wish to sell out their shares in the factory
we must lay plans for an income or it will be dig and work all the time
for a living it seems that some men are destined to be poor and live
from hand to mouthoboutho there is not a man among you but that by economy and
planningforplanning anfor income can raise himself above this continued drag of
poverty

shereafthereafter

merchandisemerchandis

afanofan

oftheodthe
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sufficient importance was connected to the erection of the factory
that on mavmay 27 1871 president smoot and the workmen on the factory assembled

with the people from provoprove and springvilleSpring toville celebrate the anniversary of lay-
ing the cornerstone e feasting speeches and music from the brass band enliv-
ened the spiritspirlspiri of the dayedayodaydafo

As he encouraged the people to invest in the woolen millellielii president
smoot gave a bit of counsel on how to gain financial securitysecuri hetyo had always

tried to invest his means in something that would produce an incomeincomeeincomes

my

11

woolen

nv

factorymywoolen investment in salt lake county was prophesyedprophesiedprophe assyed a
failure but it did not turn out so but is a source of incomeoincomes by this
neansmeans of planting a nest egg at an early day I1 amarn able to give my time to
the publicpublico I1 have

when the factory progressed to the point that machinery was installed
he regretted the fact that they had to hire a gentile a none of their own people

were trained sufficiently to do the jobojob he called for two or three young men

who could be placed in the factoryfaotory and learn the business so that they could be
2independent of gentile aid thereaftere

the fallfalifail of 1871 was a busy one for the coopco storestereoop president smoot

was closely associated with expansion measures including building of a granary
an ioeiceloe house and purchasingandpurchasing of the store and stock of bishop william miller
to be added to the operation of the coopgoopgoco storesvoreop he also proposed erecting
buildings to carrycarny on a wholesale merchandising

from the timetine of

that teaching he believed it to be a divine principleoprincipleprinciples after the public announce-

ment of the principle in 185516531853 opposition had increased and in 1871 had reached

bido june 20 187101871
bido september 26 187101871
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1870s polygamypoly grewgainygarny to be more of an issue 0 As we have al-
ready seen smoot entered into the order of plural marriage back in 18818381858 e he

and john taylor both made a public declaration that joseph smith was the first
person who taught them the doctrine of a plurality of wives 0

3

inP

1ibidq
21bido

q

311utah

inintothetothe

coop

buvit

thetine



Ss yssss

W

5

diana tameztannertamereannereamer eldredge shooisnootsmooismoot

tl tillipthls

B

sf M

684413



opooporo citoeltoeito

indinalna

I1 have helped to raise foster and educate their children and hold
them as a partpatt and portion of our family being as devoted and exercised
about their welfare as though I1 had born them myselfmyselfe

his wives I1 know bo be good and virtuous women as ever lived who have
worked in unison with me and my husband and whose character is above re
proachoproachpooacho

in returnreturns each of the wives felt a deep respect and love for ma smootsmootosnootsmoote

in her last days as she was confined to her home with illness the third wife
diana came to the home andaridarld caredcaned for herherehero alma smoot dianadianasdlana son remembers

the feeling of love which existed among the wives and their childrenchildrenochildrenschilehliehll theredreno

was never a night

morvnorv

principrincl ae1e

ofthemefthem

itwasetwas

knowtoknolto
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the point where the saints had to combat it in organized fashion law suits
were brought against the leading brethren who lived polygamous lives in priesth-

ood meeting on october 24 1871 he instructed the teachers to call upon the
people and give them the opportunity to contribute to a general fund to help
defray court costscostsecoatse it was a rightful responsibility of the people to assist
in this expenseexpensce provo should raise at least one thousand dollars although
many of themthen were under no danger at the moment let the prominent men be con-

victed and their enemies would be after the last one who bears the priesthood

after many years of experience in the order of plural marriage the
testimony of ao oo00 smoot was that the lord blesses those who righteously accepted

the commandment it was not necessary to wait until one became rich to live the

law he had begunbeganbegum while young and had been blessed in ito he did not however

think that it was an easy principle to liveolive A person could be damned quicker

in it than out of ito he questioned whether the saints were then qualified for
the practical observance of it a men should not enter into the order without
thought and then findfina themselves unprepared to meetneet the trials which it presented
he instructed the bishops to send only those of the highest integrity to the stake
president when they sought recommends for plural marriage

much of the credit for a happy polygamous relationship in the families
of A 0 smoot must go to his fine wiveswivese his first wife lovingly accepted the

later wives of her husband as they entered the family 0 durinedaringduring many of those
years they lived under the samesailesalle roof in wonderful harmonyhazhax 0mony ma smoot in speak-

ing of the other wives saidsaidtsald

he said but what his mother sent each of the children to
the bedroom of ma smoot to kiss her goodnight 0

11

11irecordfiecord of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood
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the latter day saints is because they receive revelations from godo

januaryjannary 2523 187601876

smosno it would run over the wallwallewaliowali
in it was the choicest gift from god to this people 0 he acknowledged
that it was soo I1 think that all our gentile friends etreeine convinced that
all their attempts at getting us to relinquish a point of our religion
are abortive

in a later defense of the principleinciple he denied that it was the source

of persecution to the churchchuncho

welweifamefaxesame mroamromr fitch
suggested that they need not svsaysan it was not right but abandon it for the
present while feeling was so highohagho to this smoot could not agree 0

I1 brought up a figure of a vineyard with a particular fig tree in
the midst much favored with a very fruitful branch and if perchance a
servant of mine should cut down that particular tree I1 would discharge
him quicker than lightenlightening I1 told him polygamy was that bough that it
was the most fruitful bough of mormonismomormlonismMormoni

115

during the later years in provoprove each of the wives had her own homehomeohimeo

ma pootssmoothsmoots home which was the largest and most pretentious of the four pos-

sessed an air of solid comfort it is located at 192 south first easteastoeaste emilys
home is located immediately to the north at 160 south first easteasto annasannals home

is immediately to the west of mas home at 65 east second southsouthsmouths dianas home

is across the city at 15616136 west fifth northjsfortho each of these solid structures
stands today as a testimony to the enduring manner in which ao oo00 smoot built

since smoot had both a strong testimony of the divinity of the law of
plural marriage and a happy experience in it it is not surprising that one of

the unflinchingflinchinginiizitzi character of A oo00 smoot became a staunch defenderdefendedefence of the

principleoprincipleprinciples while attending the legislative session of 1872 he detected some

calls for sympathy from the outside world but the terms for such treatment
would be that the saints relinquish polygamy 0 his response was the whisper-

ing of the priesthood in our own hearts areaire that the laws of god must be su-
preme 0 the more we reflect upon it the firmer we areaxeaze in the resolve that it
is better to serve god than manomannanonan

the question of polygamy came up when smoot served on a committee with
william fitchofitchflach with a solicitous feeling for the saintsaints welfare

if we gave up that principle they would want

us to give up the book of mormon then one thing after anotheroanotherotheroan in pinpoint-
ing the real cause of the persecution he explained

we were more persecuted before weiwewee practicedweipracticed polygamy than we have
been sinceosincee the foundation of all the opposition and persecutions

his report of other activities at the legislature is quite amusing and

shows his typical disdain at involved parliamentary proceedureproceed and a desire to

record of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood
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complete matters with more dispatchdis
we

patcho

may get through in a short time with the convention but they are
full of gas and they think that a constitution got up in a week congress
would not notice 0 A mormon convention would have met there and got
up a better constitution signed and ready for congress in two days but
in order to gratify this gentile element we will have to take six weeks
probablyoprobablyprobabl 1

As early as december 24 1869 president smoot had talked about build-
ing a new court house since the old one was too small for the needs of the

city also the woolen mills would need such a building as the old one for
offices he discussed the matter again in bishops meeting on march 12 187018700

and as the factory was nearing completion he presented the matter to the city
council on march 16 187218720 he first presented proposals for a joint city and

county court house a matter which he had previously discussed with county

officialsoofficialsofficial the council then voted to appropriate four thousand dollars which

would represent their share or one sixth of the total cost of the joint build
ingoinko

unusually high water from the spring runoff came in the month of junejime

1872 on june 5 president smoot rallied one hundred men and twenty five teams

to haul brush and rock in an effort to save the provo bridge located on the

state road the busy leader was in the midst of the scene directing the efforts
againagala on june 17 when the meeting house bell rang to warn the citizens of
danger to the bridgebridgey president smoot arrived on the ground to give directions
for securing the approachapproachft

indian hostilitieshosiiliti added to the excitement that year when the indians
commenced edhostilities in august general morrow arranged councils with them to
be held on august 20 21 and 220 ilehelie requested president smoot and others from

the provo ateaarea to attend the conferences with him in springvilleSpring andville spanish

forkforko successful peace was attainedoattainedattaiattal
in

nedo

1869 the timpanogosTimpano manufacturinggos company had been organized butbat
in 1872 thethefirstfirst year of actual operation it was incorporateincorporated brigham young

was the president A oo00 smoot the vice president myron tannerlannertannen william bring-
hurst oe simons joseph so tanner and A ho scott were directorsodirectorsDirect hoorso A laxonvixon
was secretary and lo10 john nuttall was treasurer in october of that year the
factory produced woolen yamoyam

recordecordlrecordprecordlR of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood
of provo city february 2826 1872
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loeioelie sser prie sthoodstrood

hardtoharato breakteeakpbread and

such changes are usually wrought only over a period of timeotimco after tolerat-
ing a year of continued violationviola presidenttiong smoot raised the matter in sundaysundavsundac

serviceservices so

the speaker said he would like to know the sentiments of the people
of0 provoprovef whether they intended to keep this town as a cattle ranch or wheth-
er they intend to make it a beautiful city ordinances heretofore have been
passed and they have been trampled upon with impunity we are going to set
out some shade trees around the public blocks and we want the people to
assist in taking care of the same as well as their cattle and begin to

record of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood
of provo citygcity11 february 18 187518730 0
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in the fall of 1872 president smoot was determined that they would

not go through the winter with an inadequate heating system for the meeting

house 0 he thought it was the duty of the priesthood to make it comfortable
for the people 0 the meeting house ought boto be carpetedcaxpeted and cushioned but

that could come after they had forced jack frost out on november 26 he

announced that he had seen suitable heating equipment in salt lake and hwd

ordered it from zo go mo lo10 on february 49 he reported that the equipment

had arrived but that they were short sixty or sixtyfivesixty dollarsfive of the one

thousand dollars which was neededoneeded
brother smoot had paid various telegraph bills for the wards over the

past monthsomonthsmontoso when james hardy brought up the matter of the wards debt to him

brother smoot said he had not intended to bring the matter up but now stated
that he had paid the telegraph operators a considerable amount for which he

had not been reimbursedreimbursedoreimburse if the wards desired to pay him all well if not

it was all right with himohino

As a city official and as a church leader ao oo00 smoot had always en-

couraged the people to beautify their surroundings liehelleile had frequently requested

the bishops to teach the people to clean up their sheds and their outbuildinoutbuildingsbuildingsoutbuildingout

repair their sidewalks and their fences straighten theirtheirl ditches and plant
shade trees and gardensogar makedenso things attractive to the passer by such beauti-
fication he taught not only hasliasilas an enlivening effect on the inner man but it
makes our religion dearer to us and makes us approximate nearer to our heavenly

fatherofatherfathera the slovenly and filthy rarely enjoy the spirit of the lord or their
2religionrelireil 11giono

As mavormayoreavor he succeeded in passing an ordinance prohibiting livestock
from runningruxmirw loose on the city streetsostreetsstre heetSo asked the operationcooperationco of the
priesthood embersmembersra in supportirsupportingsupporter the ordinanoeordinancceordinance habit is hard to
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abrahanabrahamabrahwaabrahma owen smoot had been honored with calls to many positionsopositionsposition to
these offices was added one which seemed to blend admirably with his fatherly
concern for his flockoflockfiock at the close of a meeting in provo on may 31 18751873
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orvwnt their homes beautify their surroundings and improve their side-
walks 0

As some were still slow in complying with the law he instructed the
police to clearolear the streets of cattleocattlecattiecattler when objections were raised to this
action he explained that the old custom of considering the fields free and

open after the crops were gathered was not fair to the farmerfarner who wished to
improve his landoland we have no right to trespass on our neighbors land and

should not desire to do soo the righteous man is as jealous of his neighbors
rights as of his own

attention was regularlyregu turnedlaxly back to the woolen millomillmiil although
yam had been produced in the factory it was not in full operation efforts
were constantly made to realize full operationsoperation on april 15 18751873 president
smoot thanked a group of workers for hauling factory machinery from lehi to
provo 0 he also sounded the call for volunteers to turn out on the following
monday to finish the factory mill race

0 0 that we may have the machinery in motion and show the public our
cloth as an inducement to help hold the wool of the countygountyo our true in-
terest is to push this factory to completion that the capital there in-
vested may bring a returnreturnebeturne not only financially are we bound to push this
work but by our religious faith to show our readiness to obey the counsel
of the priesthood who proposed the erection of the buildingsbuildingobuildingBuilbulibull

when

dingo

the additional machinery had been placed in operation lo10 john

nuttallnuttalinuttailnuttaiinettali wrote a letter to the deseret news on june 5 describingscribing the busy scene

and paying tribute to the efforts of president smoot who has been indefatig-
able in his exertions for the welfare and success of the enterprise 0

several of the venerable high priests were ordained patriarchs aoA co0 smoot

under the hand of brigham youngyoungo

the years of planning and pioneer effort were beginning to bear fruitofruit
president smootssmooth desire to see the railroad extended to provoprove was now fulfilledofulfilledfulfill
As mayor he called the city council together to plan for the celebration when

the first train should arriveoaxrivearrivedacrive the council approved the necessary expense for
the celebration and appointed mayor smoot to deliver the welcoming addressaddressoandressoadd

lvrovoprovo

resSo

triweeklytritrl tunesweekly provo utah april 14 187401874
2 record of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood
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of sour territory will enjoy the blessingblessingsblessine we have now met to celebrate
and that the whole of the settlements of wide spread territory will very
shortly be brought into closer proximity 0
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the first train of the utah southern railroad leftlef salt lake and arrived

in provo at twenty minutes to eleven several thousand people were gathered in
the depot to celebrate the occasionooccasioncasionooccasionsoc among them were the first presidency and

members of the twelve living in provo the mayor and other civil officialsoofficialsofficial
after a selection by the brass band the mayor delivered the following address
of welcomewelcomcowelcom

mrmnoeno president board of directors and stockholders of the IL so R riofiora
and friends of progress in internal improvementimprovementsoimprovements

ladies and gentlemenogentlemengentlemensGent itlemeno is with profound feelings of gratitude to
the dispenser of all blessings that I1 have the honor to welcome the advent
of the iron horse to our hitherto comparatively isolated city in doing
so I11 cannot but commend the energy displayed by you in pushing the road to
its completion to provoprove during a period of financial depression resulting
disastrously to so many roadsoroads I1 have personally witnessed the indefatig-
able labors and enereenergy of your construction agent and his very efficient
corps of assistants andnnaana workmenworl whosemen labors have been highly commendable 0

on behalf of the citizens of provoprove as its executive officer I1 teidertendertelderbeider
your our congratulations and thanks that our city is now linked by bands
of iron to the metropolis of our territory and the leading cities of the
nation and that through the agency of steam produced from the two devour-
ing elements by the hand of science the distance between us in point of
time is materially lessenedlessen and as our intercourse with each other will
necessarily increase and our commercial relations be more fully developed
it is reasonable to hope that our fraternal feelings with our sister cities
will be proportionately increasedoincreasedincrease it is pleasing to notice that the other
end of yonder railralirall pointing southward as with the finger of prophecy
indicates bhatthat at no distant day the southern cities towns and villagesvillag

ladies and gentlemengentlegentie permitnengmengneny me to offer you a hearty welcomewelcweic 0omeooneo

such improvements did not come easily 0 the brass band that provided
musicmasic at the celebration i a good exampleoexampleexamples it cost considerable in worry and

in exhortation from the leadersoleadersleaiea whenderso the subject of organizingorgan suchizingising a band

was presented in bishops meeting in may 1872 president smoot was in favor
of it and anything thatbhat would add to the refinement of the cilyocityocity he offered
to pay as much as any man on donations for the band 5 but did not want to should-

er the responsibility of ito
he committee appointed reported the cost of instruments and although

they did not have enough money they ordered the instruments p trusting upon

the city fathers and the brethren to pay for them when they arrived 0 president
smoot said it was a matter for them when they arrived 0 after they had made a
loan with brother nuttallnuttailnuttaiiJut fortalltailtaii the money to pay for the instruments and the

interest continued to mount upups president smoot advised the brethren that the

journal history of the church 18751873 novemberNover 25259hberhben po 2029

f t arrived

U S r9
ii s

blessin s

np
ii ndefati1

y

ii s

ps s ster

shortly 1

io cons1erableiderableiterableid

a ng

topay
it

ehethe

1journal

so

co

so

do

edg

iut

ap



anglantli cipated

120

best method was to have the cash in hand and then place the order he thought

that the committee were able to care for the matter and should pay off the
money and keep the interest from mounting up

A year later when the bill was still unpaid and kept coming up in
bishops meeting brother smoot could refrain no longer bishop follett had

referred to this and other bills and said that the people were asleep presi-
dent smoot followed and declareddeciadeclareds

not only the people but the teachers and the bpsaps are asleep and the
devil is wide awake the trouble is the people of provoprove do not have half
enough to do my advice to bro lilenalienallenkilenklien isisilsi if the people do not pay him for
the band instruments take the instruments and sell them and get out of
debt I1 also say to the committycommittecom onmitty organ do not take one step unless you
have means on hand to pay for what you order felt ashamed of the quo for
allowing these debts to keep coming forward with no provision made to meet
them destroying the good spirit of the meetings

teachers elders and high priests
asleep I11 have done myiny duty and shall shoulder none of the darknessof the
people 0 take heed god will not be mocked our meeting house is not
finished the priesthood themselves do not attendoattendattento the circles are neglect-
ed by men holding the high priesthood of israel the spirlspirit of worship and
devotiordevotiorjidevotiondevoti isorjior leaving the people 0 I1 would like to live with men who will be
up to their callings and duties shoulder to shoulder I11 calculate to dis-
charge my duties I1iwantawantwant this quo to discharge theirtheimthelm duties or resign at
once from their positions I1 will raise a warning voice as I1 feel anxious
that the blood of the people shall not be found in my skirtsoskirts I1 feel anx-
ious for the welfare of the people and many hours I1 reflect upon the priesth-
ood of this place and pray for them that they may awaken from their leth-
argy 11

afteraf thatter unburdening no more was heard about debts for brass band

instrumentinstruments so

for many years the people of the church had anticipated enteringreenteringre
the united order the leaders throughout the church had been preaching co roper

atlon and home industry all of which tended to unite the people so that the

order could be established the success of the recent operativecooperativeco ventures no

doubt convinced the leaders that now was the tounetrunetoure to attempt the broader proprot
gram of the united order 0 brigham young selected st george as the most suit-
able place to make the initial attempt and in the winter of 1874 he organized

the first units in that city other communities in the southern part of tlethe
state were organized and when he came back to salt lake city in the spring
presidentdentdenv young was ready to introduce the order throughout the church

on sunday april 26 1874 at a meeting in the tabernacle in salt lake
city president young spoke for one hour and twenty minutes on the subject of

record of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood
of provo city march 53 1874
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the united order itlt was announcedarmoun thatced the order would be organized in ward

after ward and settlement after settlement
meetings were held in provo on the same day in the morning the bishops

and elders met to select officers for the organization this was followed by

a general meeting in the afternoon at which the people were organized into
the orderoorderbordero about three fourths of the assembly voted to join the order the
people sustained officers for two organizationsorganisaationss the central board of utah
county s utah territory of the united order 9 and the provo branch utah county

utah territoryterritoryof of the united order ao 0 smoot was the president of both
organizations 0

to the mind of ao oo00 smoot the united order was a further unfoldmentunfold
of

mont

the gospel 9 blessing the lives of the people he was an ardent supporter

of the programsprogramoprogrampro hegramo envisioned its growth until the church member were all
united into one big happy family 5 independent of the outside world

on may 12y he called for a report from the bishops as to the progressprogreso

of the order in the wards 0 he thought the bishops should not totally discard
the honest outsider from the orderoorderbordero those people who had lived among them fyr
years and had proved themselves to be worthy of our confidence ought to be per-

mitted to enjoy the blessings of the united order
he continued to explain the order to the saints it was not a panacea

for all ills but required intelligent laborolaborjaboro the order itself would not furnfunnfurifurl
ish every needed chingothingo the members were the order 9 and would have to provide

for for their needs 0 he doubted that the people were qualified for the order
in which he hoped to live and diedleodle he vowed if he could indfind six men to stand

2with he would go on with the business i1

fronpromfrom the outset the united order path was froughtbrought with difficulties
the constitutionconstitutionof of the order had to be revised to comply with the laws of the
land and give the members full protection many of the people in the church

hestitatedhestitatedto to enter people in the larger centers lived among many olittidersowtfridtersy

and this lack of homogeneity added to the difficulties smoot must have had

some of these difficulties in mind when he saidsaidtsald
during the last six months I1 have greatly felt this responsibility in

our efforts to establish the united orderoorderbordero I1 can readily see why enoch
had to labor so long in order to establish this order but we have not
500300 years in which to establish it and yet it must be established
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in spite of president smootssnoots faith and efforts to vitalize this order

in the lives of the people it never attained the proportions anticipated bylay

the leaders the people were just not ready to live the law at the death
of president young in 1877 the united order died also some few isolated
settlements in the southern part of the state continued for a number of years
but they too were eventually disolved

in september 1874 president smoot called for volunteers to work on the

st george temple during the winter those who did not labor on the building
should be willing to furnish supplies and provisions to see the workmen through

the winter in a comfortable mannernanner I1 would be pleased to go myself and

labor there that I1 might return rested for I1 am being worn out with this
excessive brain labor

at the same time the united order struggled to gain acceptance the

woolen mill forged rapidly ahead at a reorganization on october 15 18751873

myron tanner succeeded A 0 smoot as superintendsuperintendent president smoot contin-
ued as vice president and was the real force behind the company 0 in a visit
to the offices of the deseret news on november 2 he reported on the healthy
state of the woolen mill the sales in recent monthmonths had exceeded the produc-

tion by about 25 per cent so that a surplus of manufactured goods had been

reduced by eighteen thousand dollars the factory was currently turning out

nine hundred yards of material daily and the demand was increasing all the

time steps had been taken to meet this rising demand A 6 per cent assess-
ment on stock would raise thirty thousand dollars half of which was for the
purchase of raw material and half for additional machinery which would bring
the mill up to its full capacity brother smoot was soon to go east to make

2
the purchases

just before leaving for the east president smoot desired to pronounce

blessings upon the heads of his family and accordingly exercised his calling
as a patriarch and his right as a father in israel albert jones who acted
as clerk on the occasion describes the scene

I1 enjoyed the scene very much to see the numerous family bowing one
by one and under the hands of their husband and father receiving a bless-
ing by the power of the priesthood the number of blessings to be given
occasioned the use of two evenings and on the second evening being the
22nd of november 1874 myself and wives being present we received the follow
patriarchal blessings under the hands of prest A 0 smootesmoof5smoot3

bidlibidbibid september 6 1874

deseret evening news salt lake oltycity utah november 7 1874
albert jones autobiography of albert jones microfilm of the

original 1881 B Y U library provo utah p 1001000loolooe
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upon returning from the east president smoot reported a successful

trip he had visited the leading factories in the newlew england states and

had purchased the desired equipment part of which was already in transit and

the rest scheduled to arrive within two months

his zeal for an expanded operativecooperativeco system to care for all the needs

of the people still burned brightly 0 in an explanation to the directors of the
coopco storeop he said

his platform was to incorporate every branch of manufacture with our
coopco institutionop that the peoplespeopled interest might be guarded and all built
up together for the stronger institution to help the weak until the whole
system of manufactures needed by us as a peopleapeople was embraced and consoli-
dated in one institution 1

in an effort to realize this aim president smoot presented to the
board of the coopco theop proposal to enlarge the tailoring activities of the
store 0 in this activity the store would be united with the factory which

would furnish the material to be made into clothing smoot reported that a

number of inquiries had already been made by citizens of salt lake for suits
2

made of provo clothclotheclothocioth action was taken by the board to carry out the proposal
the fine progress made by the woolen factory was related by president

smoot in a letter sent to L john nuttallnuttaii on april 1 1875 he stated that
in the annual directors meeting of the day previous the business report showed

a net gain sincsince tche factory started of 539000059000053900.00 which he considered not bad

for a beginning
the deseret news column carrying smootssmooth november 7 report of the

factory progress contained additional comments of its own

the surmisingssurm andisings assertions that have sometimes been indulged in by
some persons that the provo factory was too huge a concern for this
territory are now proved to have been fallacious as the trade has kept
steadily increasing since it started in operation until now the demand
exceeds the supply and the stock on hand continues to be reduced we in
common with all sensible citizens of utah are highly gratified with this
triumph of home manufacture because it is now demonstrated beyond doubt
that the provo and some other factories of the territory need not have
fears about the competition of outside markemarketsnarke as they can successfully
compete therewith in point of prices for the same quality of goods

the historian tullidge shows that the provoprove factory performed a

great service in leading the way for other home rtianufacturingfaanufacturing projects the

minutes of the provo operativegooperativecooperativecogo institution february 18 1875187

bido may 14 1875 0

millennial star london england may 53 187518750 0

adeseretdeseret evening news november 7 1874
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railroad had laid at the doors of the people all manner of goods at low prices
and had destroyed much of the incentive for home productionproduct

but

iono

the provoprove woolen factory which was started soon after the compl-
etion of the railroad restored confidence to our home manufacturing indu-
stries indeed it will be marked in the history of this territory that it
was the provo woolen mills that brought utah manufactures from a primitive
condition to a commercial status placing our home made fabrics on the ma-
rket side by side with imported goods competing with them in quality and
price 5 which was necessary to be done before home manufactures could possi-
bly become a decided successosuccessorsucsucclucc 0ess 0 0 thus considered the provo woolen mills
will stand as the first monument in the manufacturing history of our terri
toryotor7joryo 1

although brigham young had been the president of the company smoot had

been more actively concerned with it and must be credited with its progress
at the death of brigham young in 1877 A oo00 smoot became the president and

remained so until his deathodeathdeatha the company enjoyedenjoy its best years in about

1890 and was hardest hit in 18941694 when other such companies were forced to

closeocloseclosed
eveneventhoughthough his mind was much occupied with sizeable projects such as

the woolen mill president smoot also kept his mind alerted to the needs of the
people in smaller mattersmattersobattersomatnat oneterseterso such need he recognized to be a baptismal font
where the saints could more conveniently carry out this ordinance e at the
bishopsshops meeting on march 16 1875 he introduced the idea of a font in order
that the proper privacy might be secured when performing this sacred riteriteobriteo

he would likeilke to rebaptize all of his family if a suitable place could be ob

tainedotainedbained
when itat was mentioned that some would oppose the plan and whine about

it president smootsnoot replied that the whiners were the one group who had no right
to say anything about it because they had not one cent invested in itoite

at the march JO30 meeting the committee reported on the costs and plans
were laid to completetocomplete the aldingbuildingilding during the present summer by july workmen

were on the ground and construction was going aheadoaheadaheady again brother smoot had

helped to fillfiliiliiii an important need of the peopleopeoplepeopled

history of provoprove city9city tullidgesTullid quarterlyges magazine III111liilil 18851885188 pop5 2550
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didnotdidiot

CHAPTER X

BEGINNING teeTHETEL BHIGHAMBRIGHAM YOUNG ACADEMY

AND TMTHE UTAIIUTAH STAKESTME tabernacleTABFMACLE

aoA oo000 smoot was a staunch advocate of proper training for young peopleopeoplepeopled

this included religious and social training to help them to live harmoniously

with society and occupational training to make them useful citizens in society
when the boys profaned and stole a bit of the early ripe fruit he dir-

ected that a check be put upon this that our mountains may not be filled with
gadiantonqadiantonGadigaal robbersanton parents should take charge of their children during meet-

ing the eldersEldereiderseider toostogystool should correct the children who committed improper antsoactsoacts
he wished them to correct his children whenever the need arosearoseoamosearoneo when some one

mentioned that hishlis family did not observe the sabbath day by attendance at
meetings he answered I1 want all israel to know that 1I teach them better
both by precept and exampleexampleoexamples

to gain the benefitsnefitsbefits of true principles you had to live those princi
plespleseplesopiespleb theretherewasnowaswasnono middle ground 0 such a steadfast course marked him as a

strict personpersona illshisilis large frame and over two hundred pounds of weight coupled

with a fearless attitude impressed both men and childrenochldrenchildrenscaldrenchilchii
his

IMP dreno

grandson clark newellewelljf describes smoot as a serious man

he spent most of his time in the bank said clarkclarkociarko sehe drove back
and forth from the bank with his horse and buggy 0 when he came into the
yard we sat up pretty straight 0 there would be no more playing around 0

one of his own boys swallowed a cigarette rather than let his father see
him smoking ito

another grand child allie smoot coleman remembers him as firm but

kindkindokinde there was no card playing when he was around 0 when we were playing a

game of hearts and heard his cane coming down the hall we hurriedly put the
cards awayawayoagwayo

115113
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his concern for his children exceeded mere giving of instructionoinstructions his
daughter 5 ida smoot dusenberry saidsald that she could not remember a night when

her father was home that he did not come to each home to see if all the child-
ren were all rightoright

naturally with an appreciation of the value of education smoot would

desire that it be conducted in an organized fashion for the most effective re-
sults at a time when many parents kept their children home from school to
work president smoot not only sent his children to school but also urged
parents to send their children regularly the whole year not just spasmodically
during the season

when garrenwarren dusenberry proposed opening a school president smoot urged

the support of the people especially during the early period when it was gain-
ing a footholdofootholdfootholdsfoot

in
holdo

anticipation of the school term commencing in the fall of 187118719

president smoot called upon the people to support the schoolschooie although it
might be difficult for the poor to pay their school bill they should set their
hearts upon ito it would be very unwise for the people of the town to let the

interest in the school lakolagolaglakiak I1 watch this school with a jealous eye as I1 feel
2a deep interest in ito

As with the woolen factory when brigham young desired to establish a

school he tannedturned his attention to provo as the most favorable locationolocationlocationsloc heationo
had provided the building rent free in which the dusenberry brothers held
their schooloschoolschollo he had spoken several times to brother smoot about establishing
an academy in provo and said he would deed the building over for that purpose 0

when the two leadersjeadersheaders discussed the names of those to be trustees president
young desired that a woman be on the board to safeguard the interests of the
women 0

for thetchebhe purpose of endowing the school to be known as the brigham young

academy president young made out a deed of trust on october 16 1875 deeding
property to seven trustees to use in establishing the academy 0 on the four
lots designated by the deed stood the lewis building which was to house the
academyoacademy

interview with ida smoot dusenDasendusenberryberry provo utah
2 record of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood

of provoprove citygityolty 11 april 2 18710

anonoabono president ao oo00 smootsnoot

instruct onionolono

it

it

turnedhis

3

4

1interview

23

A Y womans journal 9 illy1119

B Y U P

saidy



youneyoung womanswoman illy1119 pope 4550435455
ibido III111illili p 45o450435455
reinhard maeser karlkarikazi goG

andrewalandregal ationsactions

agqget

acqualactuali ntancein

aucheaucce ss

2anonaanon

128

the first step in carrying out the purposes of the deed was a meeting

of the trustees on november 22e after accepting the deed they organized into
a board by electing ao oo00 smoot as president wo ho dusenberry as secretary
and H H cluffgluffoluff as treasurer committees were also appointed by president
smoot to form rules and regulationsregulregal for the academy warren no dusenberry

who had been the principal of the timpanogosTimpano branchgos of the deseret university
was elected to be principal of the academy

in one of their early conversations about the academy president young

had requested his faithful friend to take hold of the school help it with
2his influence and call upon the people to patronize itoite one of his first

experiences with the academy required him to take hold and literally use his
influence the building had been badly neglected and required an expenditure
of several hundred dollars to t it in a suitable condition to commence school
president smoot quietly donated the necessary fundsofunds

after teaching one termterintern principal dusenberry resigned necessitating
the selectionofselection of another principalprincipale in looking about for the right man to head

the schoolschools brother smoot remembered his former acquaintance in the twentieth
ward in salt lake karl go maesermasserocassero with the approval of president young brother
smoot presented maesermaesers name to the board on april 15 187601876 maeser was elected
to be the new principal at a salary of 1200 for the first year

it was decided that brother maeser would hold a preliminary session to
begin april 24024 at the first student assembly it was announced that school
would commence each morning at the unheard of hour of 8 a 45 ao moIL A number of
objections were raised to this and other new fangledtangled ideasoideasidelso

nothing short of the potent spell attending the magic name of brigham
young backed by the iron will of the president of the board abraham oo00
smoot couldedul have induced the people to accept the revolutionary methods
introduced by this new Principalprincipale

the success of this experimental term was a confirmation of the wisdom

of president smoot in his suggestion of the new principaloprincipalprincipaleprin aftercipalo the formal
opening of the academy in august 27 1876 president young visited the school
but twice being escorted on the first of these visits by ao oo00 smootosmoote

thatehat president young was well pleased with the conduct and prospects of
the academy is shown by his plans to further endow the institutionoinstitutioninstitutions
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during the last winter of president young s life while in sto george
he addressed a letter to brother smoot desiring him to buy out the property
adjoining the academy building on the east owned by brother peter stubbs
and to value or appraise the lot across the street from the academy which
belonged to the churchchuncho the stubbs house a two story brick structure
was to be converted into a boarding house while the property across the
street a quarter of a block in all was to be used as a site for the erec-
tion of machine and trade shopsoshopsshopson 1

on his return from sto310 george president young spent the night in provo

where he and brother smoot held a lengthly discussion about plans for the
academyoacademy he repeated his intention to erect workshops and boardingboax houseding and

directed smoot to complete the purchase of the stubbs property 0 his unfortu-
nate death prevented the completion of this purchaseopurchasepurchasedpurcha inseo a final charge to his
faithful supporter he saidisaldi I1 desire you brother smoot to turn your influence
and energies to the building up of that academyoacademy and in so doing youll be

2
blessed and the lord will prosper you history testifies to the faithful
manner in which that charge was accepted and carried outooutauto

to further endow the academy president young deeded additional property
to the institution on june 11 187701877 this property three and one tenth acres

in block 28 plot B was in the block immediately to the north of the present

city and county building blockoblockbalocko 3

president young also ordered deeds preparedprep whichaxed would convey forty
thousand dollars in property and bonds to the academy 0 on the day brother young

became ills his secretary 9 elder george reynolds placed the papers on his deskodesk
his death on august 29 1877 occurred before the papers were signedsignede the
academy was thrown like an unweaned babe upon the care and protection of its
foster father abraham oo00 smootosmootsmoote 4

at the same time his duties as a church official and civic leader in
creasedcreasedgcreas hisediedg business interests expanded alsooalsoaisoalloo As early as 1870 he and william
paxman had startedstarteda a small lumber yard to meet the need for lumber in convenient-
ly useable sizesosizemo president smoot had pointed out the need for this service
andaad as no one ventured to enter into the business he launched forth himselfohimselfhim

his
selfo

offer in novemberofnovember of 1875 to combine the business with the coopgoopgoco storeop had

been rejectedrejectedoreject inedo 1878 david john bought into the company and it became known

as smootsnoot john and company 0 on april 19 1879 the company was expanded and

anonoganonol president ao oo00 snootsmoot 9 the youn womantswomanwomans journaljoujgial 111IIIili po 455455e435
2

typed manuscript in bo yo uo library provoprove utah 1942 po 120
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incorporated as the provoprove lumberglumber manufacturing and building company with a

capital stock of forty thousand dollarsodollarsdallarsodoldoi aeAlarso oo000 smoot was still the president
of the company

besides carrying on an extensive lumber trade 9 the company dominateddomin

the

atea
building business in provo until 1900 0 they erected most of provos im-

portant buildingsobuildingsbuilding
still standing are the asylum the tabernacle the first national

bank now hedquist drug many other structures on provosprovens older business
blocks and numerous residences

president smootosmootsmoote often used his business to provide employment for the
needyoneedy one such incident is related by walter po whitehead of provooprovo brother
Whiwhiteheadswhiteheadbehead father had often befriended ao oo00 smoot jroajro who had been on a

mission in bnglandoengland after the elder whitehead had emigrated from england

he chanced to meet his missionary friend on the streets of provooprovo

in the course of the conversation mr smoot the missionary asked
my fatherfatheratherratheraphe what he was workingatw9rkingworking at and father said he was looking for workowork
he immediatelyimmediate sas&saidt4 1 omed withcome meo 8 lieheilelle took my father to meet his father
president ae oo00 smoot and introduced him to president smoot as brother
whitehead his english father 0

1 liehelleile then said that brother whitehead was
looking for work president smootsnoot was pleased to meet my father and said
that he would see what could be done for fatherrather

elder smoot the missionary said that my father could not wait for
looking around as he had a wife and five children to feedofeedreedfaedo president
smootspootsnoot at once then told my father to go to the home of president smoot and
he would find something else a little latero

my fatherfathe was there a few weeks and was then told by president smoot
to go to the smoot lumber yard the next morning and a job was waiting for
himhinnbim

numnunerous

botogoto

elseis Tultuilids

stockofstockon

octantortant

dutlbutli eso

my father nevernev lookeder for another job after that and followed the
lumber business the rest of his life in provoo

we have seen that throughout his life ao oo00 smoot obeyed almost with-
out question those in authority over himohimhinohin an incident of august 1878 disclosed
that he expected that same kind of obedience in others

john E booth had been appointed commissioner on stock taking for the
coopco storeop but on his appearance at the premises of the east store superin-
tendent so so jones refused to allow booth to perform his dutieso he stated
that booth not only was not qualified butbat acted in matters beyond his authorityauthor
he

tyo

refused to serve if booth was retainedoretainedretain boothedo submitted his resignation at
a board meeting on august 20 and the matter was held for further discussionodiscussiondiscussionsdiscuss

president
ionolono

smoot was present at the next meeting and objected to jones
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action ilehellelie felt that by such action mr jones had shown a disrespect to the

official appointment of the commissioners therefore was prepared to receive
the theresignationresignation of mr so so jones

I1 ortance

westyest

guitituiti

as3s

wardswwardsv

fewhfechundredhundred dollars besides tuition fees already 0

on april 5 1880 in sunday services he referred to an assessment he

had made to the various wards for the aid of the academyoacademy he said that this was

merely in the form of a suggestion and not a levy upon the wards but he urged

the brethren to visit the school see an examination in progress andandlandt become

convinced of the importance of sustaining the institutionoinstitutions
after years in the harness s our busy leader became a bit weary with the

there was no place in his make up for
disobedienceodisobedience

discussion has often centered around the question of negroes holding
the priesthoodpriesthoodo ao oo00 smoot made a significant contribution to this subjectsubjects
president john taylor elders brigham young abraham oo00 smoot zebedee coltrin
and lo10 john nuttallnuttaiinuttail were gathered at the home of brother smoot in provoprove on the

afternoon of may 5131 1879 duringdaring the discussion about ordaining negroes to

the priesthood 9 elder smoot saidsaidshaidhaldmaids

doD woW patten warren parrish and thomas bo marsh were laboring in the
southern states in 18551835 andod 1856018361856 there were negroes who made application
for baptismbapti and the question arose with them whether negroes were entitled
to hold the priesthoodpriesthoodo and by these brethren it was decided they would
not confer the priesthood until they had consulted the prophet josephjosephtjosephy and
subsequently they communicated with himhinn his decision as I11 understand was
they were not entitled to the priesthood nor yet to be baptisedbaptizedbapti withoutsed
the consent of their mastersnasMas

in
terso

after years when I1 became acquainted with joseph myself in the far
westi about the year 18581838 1I received from brother joseph substantially the
same instructionsoinstruotionsoinstruction it was on my application to himhin what should be done
with the negro in the south as I1 was preaching to them he said I1 could
baptize them by the consent of their mastersMas butterso not to confer the priesth-
ood upon themotheme

one of president smootssmoothsnoots most pressing concerns was support for the
brigham young academy 0 he pointed out that if president young had continued
to live he would have sustained the school but now its principal support was

from tuition fees if the fees were raised many of the young people would be

driven to sectarian schools many times he had stressed the importance of teach-
ers beinebeingbelne trained within the church and being anchored with a solid testimony

the
9

only answer was for people to contribute to the support of the schooloschoolschollo he

had givenagiven a few

august 24924 18780
2
document on file in the church historianhistorians s office 0
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strain of all his responsibilitiesoresponsibilities to gain a complete rest from all these cares
and anxieties and at the same time enjoy a variety of interesting new bightsightssight
he planned a trip to the sandwich islands A family gathering was held at the
home in provo to bid farewell and godspeed to brother smoot and his son reedbeed

who was traveling with his fatherfatherofathera prior to their departure in early may the

faithful leader requested the prayers of his brethren that his health might im-

prove and that they might return in safetysafetyo
from a portion of a letter which the vacationer wrote from honolulu on

june 14 we learn that his health had improved and that he planned to sail for
home on july 50 among the interesting items of his letter was the followingfollowings

I1 have had quitegulteguite a social conversation with king kalakauakalakauaoKalakau I1 find him
to be quite a free and easy gentlemangentl heemano speaks the english language quite
easily and fluently 0 I1 should judge him to be a well educated man of about
40 or 50 yeatsyearsyeaxs of age posessingsessingpossessingpo a medium education and talenttalento

meamew

atieseties

handboreandbore

syourayour suppositionsuppositl sir and not
a proper question

chapsrhapspe
they arpnot

utah9utahs at7t 188001880
bido july 19 18800

he speaks
favorably of our people 0 our interview was just 40 minutes when we arose
to leave the palace 5 1I made the request of him to deal kindly to our people
and bore to himhlma a faithful testimony of the great work in which we are en
gagedogagedgaledo thephedhe captaincaptain of his guards belongs to our church and attended our
meeting tocayotodayotoday 1

the two vacationers arrived in salt lake at 11 40 on july 18 appearing
2

much benefited from the tripotrip they took the train the next morning for provo

president smootssmoothssnoots trip to the islands must have given him the urge to
travelettravelfttravel inft mid winter he journeyed to the state of kentucky to obtain his
family genealogy 0 in this he succeeded far better than he had expected to doo

in a letterletten to his family written from gratzgrata owen county kentucky on

december 22 he appears to be enjoying himself as he locks horns with the local
ministers 9

I1 preached at pleasant home near the spot of my birth last sunday
20th instooinston it snowed all day so that many who desired to attend coulddouldgouid

not get outoutoauto the snow lies about four inches deep but is however fast
disappearing 0 A campbellite priest after I1 got through preaching y desired
to ask me a few questionsequestionsquestioneequesti I1onse granted him the privilege to do so and told
him I1 would answer every proper question pertaining to our faithofaithfalthfaitha he com-
menced by saying s suppose itt is the duty of all your elders to have four
wives I1 answered him by saying that is your

then 1 saidsaldsaideesaidhehe you do believe in the doctrine of
polygamy do you noth 19 I do siro 1 how111owmanymanynany wives do your elders have
answer ome have one some have morenorenone and unfortunately for them some have
noneonone question why is it that some have noneanone9 ansoans suppose for the
same reasonreabon that you have so many old bachelors in this country perhaps
they are not good looking enoughenough9 by this time the congregation was roar-
ing with laughter andalid I1 had to call them to orderoorderovderbordero the priest sat down and
I1 consoledconsol him by inviting him to call on me at any time and I1 would answer

be sere t evening newsmews salt lake city utah july 7
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any 1proper question that he might propoundpropoimdo

brother snootsmoot thoroughly enjoyed himself in old kentucky p where his
relatives did all they could to make his visit pleasantpleasanto he visited with many

of his relatives and heard about many more of whom he had known nothing until
that timetimcotincotineotine he discovered that the smoots were scattered through the southy

extending from kentucky down into alabama and georgia 0 although he did not

say so one might suspect that the temperature of eleven degrees below zero
2

hastened his departure for home where he arrived on january 27 1881 0

when he reported his trip to the people in sunday serviceservicesserv ayqyices he said
that it stirred the feelings within his heart to visit the place of his birth
and see apple trees planted by his father years beforebeforeebeforce he said that many of

the older people remembered the visit of himself and brother woodruff over

fortythreeforty yearsthree beforebeforeebeforce he reported that a warm feeling is still felt for
brother woodruff therethereotherdo

seaseseabe
4

belbei lef

eidead

manyofmandof

1ibidosibido
9

precord3record

fileinailein

brother smoot always kept an eye out for the welfare of those about himo

when diptheriadiphtheriadip wastheria gaining a foothold in the city he warned the people that
much of it was through carelessnessocarelessnesscareless thenesso people have disregarded the quaran-

tine law to the peril of their ownawn health he warned them that the law would

have to be enforced for their own goodogood also he advised parents keep their
childrenildrenlidren at home and in their own yards to help stop the spread of this diseaseediseasesdise

his
aseeabee

concern was manifested not only in behalf of large groups 9 but also
for individual personpersonsopersons when brother maeser while in a poor state of healthhealthy
was asked byibybyl president taylor to make a tour of the southern part of the state g

president smoot took it upon himself to write to president taylor explaining the

condition of maesersmaeyersMae healthsers
believing it proper that you should know of his condition I1 will state

that he has this day exhibited to me for the first time the situation of
his legsodegso within the last two or terreettrreetirree weeks they have broken out in large
raw blotches which areaxeace quite tender and soreosoresone dro pike attributes the same
to over mental exertionoexertionexertionsexert 0ionolono 0 0 I1 am inclined to the beliefbellef that broobro maeser
needs resto5rest5

also g in the cases of missionaries whose families were in need of the

missionaries presence he kept a close watch and notified the first presidency

etd december 5030 18800

ibidoibidebido january 27219g 18810

record of sunday services provo utahsutahgutah january 2523 18810
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of the conditionscondition suggestinggestinasug that the missionaries be released to camecare for
their familiesofamiliesfamil

the
iesoleso

close of 1881 saw the beginning of one of the large projects in
the life of A oo00 smootosmootsmoote plans were laid for building a stake tabernacletabernacleetabernacledtabern
back

aclee

in 1877

niynit 1885v p

busibuslnesson

capitalofcapitalor

he had first suggested that the utah stake would probably be

called upon to erect a tabernacletabernacicotaberna oncico november 5 1881 he announced in sun-

day meeting thatchat the high council of the stake had considered the matter of

the utah stake building a tabernacle and now made that recommendation to the

people 0 the assembly approved the recommendation and a committee was appointed

to select a suitable site for the buildingbuilbulibull
As

dinkedingedinko

plans for building the tabernacle were taking shape president smoot

launched forth in still another activityactivitye the provo area had long needed a

bank to facilitate business transactiontransactionsetransactions preliminary meetings to establish
such an institution had been held in 18751873 but its foundingfolz wasiding delayed until
18820 on january 28 the fstf4rst nationalllational bank of proveprovo was organized with a

capital of fifty thousand dollarsodollarsdallarsodoldoi althoughlarso a number of salt lake city capital-
ists held stockstook most of the stookstock was held in utah countygountyo ao oe smoot and

william hooper the two chief promoters were president and vice presidentpresidents

the charter for the first national bank of provoprove was issued on march2marchearchmarcha 2 1882
2

and doors were opened for businessbusinesson on april 5030

afteafteraate a year and a half of operationofoperation in the recorders office at the
county court house president smoot joined in with the bank in the erection
of a fine buildingatbuilding at a cost of twenty thousand dollarsodallarsodol inlarso addition to the

offices of the bank it included quarters forford mercantile operations and suites
of offices on the second floorofloorfloora

encouraged by successful operations the first national bank of provo

opened a second bank the utah county savings bankobank the offices were in the

sesamesaue building and its officers and stockholders were mostly the sameosamecameo

A

4

publicationapublication on important utah cities and leaders gives the following
evaluation of smoots banking activities

for nine yearsyearb he has been at the head of the first national bank of
this city and its present sound and substantial condition and munifouniformunifo suc-
cess ever since first established hasbas been due largely to his keen finan-
cial policies and judicious executive guidance 0 through all its careercameel the

utah stake manuscript history 19 november 5 188118810
0
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conservative yet liberal course followed out has not only gained for it
widespread popularipopularitypopolari

pap7 12

ibidoebido g po

utah stake historical recordecordfi november 1 18840

inmaterialunmaterial

aanon1anon utah her cities townstownsgtownsa and

butah3utah

as a safe banking institution but has inspired
confidence in the people of this community who now regard it as the most
solid and well managed bank of this cityocitycilyo

this evaluation also declares that ao oo00 smoot must be recognized as

fommoforemost among the leading menraen of provoprove in point of enterprise and public
spirit as well as a man of affluence and liberal business methodsmethodsomethodso he is
doing more for the advancement of provo than any other man he is always on

the alert to inform people of the advantages of provooprovo high tribute is also
paid to his influence throughout the territoryoterritoryTerrit

taking
oryo

part as he has in the diverse interests of utahgutahs fromfron its ear-
liest history until the present time 9 it should be said not only in jus-
tice to himself 9 but as a necessary record to be included in a comprehensive
and authentic review of the territory that he has done as much as any
other one man towards bringing about the wonderful transition in material
progress and modern advancement through which utah has passed from a primi-
tive undeveloped state to its present advanced position among the enterscenters
of wealthwealthy population and enlightenment of the great commonwealthcommonwealthocommonwealcommonwealths

after such an appraisal of smootssmooths success in the civic and business
world it might be well to consider his attitude toward wealthowealthbealtho his whole

attitude was that we were merely stewards of godogod our desire should not be

to gain possessions but to help build up zionzionoaiono this we should do by helping
to organize the elementelements s by which we are surrounded in such a way that wealth

will come gradually 0 he condemned the practice of going to the mines and leav-
ing thebhe fields and herds at home untendedountendedunvendedunten

people
dedo

should not labor just for themselves but should seek the welfare
of the whole groupogroupgroppo

As a watchman on the walls of zion it becomes my duty to warn the
people when danger is approachinapproachingapproach whether they heed it or notonot the love
of gain and the things of this world is a great evil among us insomuch
that it is a very great effort to build a temple in zion it is necessary
for israel to become a financial people but our selfishness has become a
hindrance to this endoend god will bless us with wealth when we learn to use
it for the upbuildingbuildingup of zion5zion3

when one of the leaders said he thought it was better for the people to
be poor smoot said he preferred being rich but doubted if the people could
withstand the dangers of wealthowealthbealtho these dangers he seemed to have escaped 5 for
throughout his life he gave generously g both for individual welfare and public
goodo
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president smootssmoothssnoots son in law who lived close enough to the family to
knowdowkno the facts saidsald of brother smootsmootosnootsmoote

president snootssmoots native hospitality was abundantly shown throughout
his lifeolifeilfedifeo heho virtually kept open housey welcoming beneath his roof and
around his table thousands of travelers who passed his waywayowam it was in
these and in many other directions that the graces ofmotherlymotherlyosmotherlyof kindness
were manifested conspicuously by his devoted partners

smootsnoot

sas4 1id

mothergmothery

tat0 3

his songsony alma says no one ever went in need around his father 11

especially at christmas and thanksgiving time he made sure the poor were

provided for large stocks of supplies were gathered to distribute to the poor

at this timeotime peanuts were purchased in hundred pound lotsolotsdotso alma and his
brotherbrovbrot parleyheryherg spent the whole day before christmas deliveringlivering boxes of food

to needy familiesofamiliesfamil
he

iesoleso
says the indians would come about twice a year and stay at hishig

fathers placeplacco his mothernother diana would fill their sacks with flour meatymeats
2

and even give them a little money 0

ida smoot dusenberry remembers that for a period of fifteen or twenty

years a group of indians would come each fall with produce to sellesellselioseiloseli her father
had a large barn where they would stay ilehellelie kept a supply of bedding in the

loft where the indians would sleep for several dacsodaysodays they would send word

in advance about their arrivalarrivals her mother would cook for days in anticipa-
tion of their comingo what ae 0 couldnt help them sell he would then take
to the tithing office to try to sellosellseiloseilseii if any surplus remained president smoot

usually bought itoite
brother lo10 john nuttall makes frequent mention in his diary of spending

the evening at brother smoots and of the hospitality always extended by the
provoprove leader nuttallnuttail s diary also affirms the fact that president smootssnoots
home was the regular stopping place for the church leaders whenever they passed
through and spent the night in provoprove

another developementelopementdev in 1882 which was to further complicate president

snootssmoothsmoots life was the passage of the edmunds law which defined polygamy as a

felonyfelenyofelenzo
in provo as in all communities polygamists found themselves subjected

to humiliating raids by federal officers it became necessary for the men
to hide out in canyons in cellars or in cleverly constructed secret rooms
in their homesohomeshonesholeso aoA oo000 smoot had such a room in his closet built under the

whitney opoop citacitoacit9 p 1020102
2interview with alma smoot bountiful utahoutahitaho
interview3 with ida smootsnoot dusenberry provoprove utahoutahitaho
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floor with a trap door entranceoentranceentrances

however

1

life went ong and progress continuedocontinuedcontinue at the momenta the

tabernacle was the big project in the life of ao oo00 smootsmootosnootsmoote on february 4 at
priesthood meeting he asked the bishops for a report on the attitude of the
people toward building the tabernacleotabernacletabernacledTaberna thecleo response showed a uniform desire
to go ahead in its erectionoerectionerectionserect presidentiono smoot then suggested that the wardswands

commence to raise a portion of their assessment so that contracts could be let
2

outooutauto A month from that day they would select the building committeeocommitteecommittecommittees

in the interests of a more rapid building program president smootsnoot

made the following request for assistance from the tithing funds
provo city march 28th 1882

prest john taylor
salt lake city

dear brother
in consultation with some of the leading brethren of this stakestakey

we have deemed it not our place to make application to the trustee in
trust for all the tithing over seventy five thousand dollars g for utah
stake 9 for this and 1881 and the next ensuing year 1882 to apply on our
contemplated stake tabernacle believing thatbhat should that favor be granted
us that it would not detract from the tithing resources of the stake 9 but
would give the brethren such encouragement that would prompt them in the
future to pay a heavier tithingotithingTith

should
ingo

this application be favorably considered we would propose to
use thetchebhe ithingtithingathingT proportionately in kind as received by the various wards
of this stake of zion with kind regardsregardsoregard

we remain
your brethren in the gospel

ao oo00 smoot preprospres

record9records 11 february 49 188218820

letter on file in the church historians officeofficcealetter3letter

do john 1st counselor
the first presidency and the quorum of twelve apostles discussed the

matter in their meeting of april 12 and authorized the use of so much of the

labor and team tithing of your stake as you can collect and utilizeoutilizeutilized 19 this
appropriation was not to interfere with the regular cash and produce tithing
of the stakeostakestaked this decision of the first presidency was announced to the
priesthood of the stake on may 6

at the same meeting the committee on apportionment made its report
concerning the amount assigned to each wardwardo when some of the brethren thought

that this was mandatory on the part of the wards and appeared a bit unwilling
to support the programprog presidentramg smoot arose and placed the matter squarely

works project administration for the state of utahgi provo pioneer
mormon gitycity portland oregon binford and mort 1942 pipo logo109log
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ilehellelie reported a request by the board of trustees for an annual endow-

ment from the utah county court and of their affirmative answer an apportion-
ment was made to the wards in the stake and an appeal to the surrounding stakes
but with the general excuse of poverty the response was poor

additions were now needed to the building to house the growing student
body he invited the operationcooperationco of all those who were in a position to help

2
those who helped would be the ones blessedblessedeblesbies

assistance
sedosede

was slow in coming forth but the need persistedopersistedpersis aotedo oeoo00

smoot acted in characteristic fashionofashionshionoshlonofashionsfa at a session of the board heldheid on

july 1 he stated that
he had determined to make some additions to the building this summer

receiving such assistance as may be tendered and asked if the trustees
had any objections to said buildingsbuildingebuildingbuil thedinkedingedinko trustees expressed appreciationpreciation
of the enterprise suggested by president smoot and heartily sustained the
enterpriseo5

by proceeding at once he was able to complete an addition of three
sizeable class rooms for use in the fallfallofaliofali the addition on the east of the

utah stake historical record

158138

upon the people

the question was sprung and put to the people of the stake if they
would build a tabernacle upon offerings and donations we so decided the
same as other stakes have done before us did not notunderstandunderstand that there
was any tax in the matter and would suggest that if we could not build a
taberna6letaberna61etabernacle upon free will offerings that we abandon the idea at once had
put this machinery in motion without any understanding of receiving any
tithing but yet thought the presidency would help us just as they had
other stakes

esqusq

clearinclearen

thatathatq

but had no promise but judged the future by the past I1
am not preparedprep toaxed say today what will be but if we build this tabernacle
will do it on our own resources and if we get into a tight place we may
have helphelpoheipchelpo it is not intended to force this apportionment upon any of the
wards but if they choose to accept in accord with the spirit in which it
came up before this meeting all well but would not like to seeseetseel a failure
on our parts or the building delayed I1 wait the voice of the people if
we shall build this tabernacle and it rests with them I1 have done my duty
and am clear in making known the wish of many people made known to meo

could not assume the dictation of the handling of the tithing had not
yet tried to steady the ark nor to dictate those who stand as leaders in
the charchochurchochurch 1

in the meantime the interests of the brigham young academy were not

forgottenforgottenoforgot atteneteno the utah stake quarterly conference held on june 53 and 4 brother
smoot presented the case of the academy before the people 0 he told of president
youngsyoung s plans for endowing the institution and of his death before those plans
matured

may 6 188201882
2territorial enenquirerirem provo utah june 7 18820
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original buildingbuildings cost president smoot about three thousand dollarsodollarsdallarsodoldoi
president

larso
smoot devoted much of his time and attention to the proposed

tabernacle buildingobuildingbbuildingsbuilbullbuli hedingo constantly stirred up the people to support the projectprojects
he announced that produce would be received at cash prices as donations on the

tabernacleotabernacletabernacledTaberna heoleocleo had to warn the people against the spirit that the tithing should

pay for the tabernacle and other public worksoworks when the fear developed that this
building would be for bhethe use of provo wards only he quieted their fears by

assuring them that the tabernacle would be for the people of the whole stake
he asked the bishops to make this clear to the people of all the wards 0 in
priesthood meeting he warned the leaders never to speak of possible failure
but always to show enthusiasm if they slacked off the people would be sure

to followofollows his quarterly conference message again pointed out to the people

the blessings that would caneoaneodne from this building showing that public importeimporve

ments were fundamental to progressprogresso

an incident in the summer of 18851883 shows again the interest of ao oo00

smootmootsnootnoot in the bo yo academy and his influential position in the provo areaareaeardeae

during the summer months g benjamin cluff jr was being seriously considered
as a condidatecandidatecondi fordate superintendent of schools in the territory of utahutahoitaho cluff
was at the time a teacher in the academy when this threat to his continued

valuable services became known ao oo00 smoot david john and karl go maeser

met to discuss the matteromatter
at that meeting which was held on july 15 s president smoot decided

against the proposition and that ended ito it was evident that president
abram oo00 smoot was a powerful figureleure in those early dacsodaysodaysdars he was consider-
ed by many to be second only to brigham young in vigorous personalitypersonalityy
power 5 and influenceoinfluenceinfluenced

by august 43 only 7 841051784151 had been raised of the fifty thousand

dollars whichwhick had been apportioned to the wards to raise 0 one of the bishops
reported some indifference among the wealthy members of his ward towards the

tabernacletabernaclooTaberna presidentclOo smoot knew just how to stir the people up to their duty

he said that from the expression of the bishops he did not know if it would be

safe for the committee to go ahead with the building and thought a more positive
expression should be heard from the meeting before the committee made further
commitmentsocommitmentscommitment immediate expressions of renewed determination to raise the money

2
came from the brethren assembledoassembledassemble

somewhat of a crisis was reached in the progress of the building during

eugen lo10 roberts and arsomrsomrs eldon reed oluffgluffgcluff benjamin cluffgluff jrojr

secordsecoyd

typewritten manuscript bo yo ho library 5
provo utahutahgutahs 1947 po 250

2
utah stake historical recordrecord1records august 4 1885018831885
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september 18851883618856 to help overcome the situationituationsituation the stake presidency printed
a circular letterietter addressed to the bishops priesthood and saints the letter
outlined the steps in the planning and progresprogressproeres of the buildingsbuildingobuildingbuilbulibull itdinkodingo reminded

the people of occasions on which the various groupsgroups within the stake had approv-

ed the building projectoprojects the walls were now raised to above the first windows

considerable carpenter work must be done before the brickbrlekbreckbreek work could continue
an urgent appeal was made for the carpenters of the stake to come and assist
in the workworko if it was not done in time much loss would result to the matermateromaten

lais on the ground and to the walls which would be exposed to the weather
without a roof after reading the circular to the priesthood president smoot

emphasizedreemphasizedre the economy of immediate action so that no loss would ensue 0

this was not thebhe only crisis to test the leadership of ao oo0001 smoot

on the evening of january 27 1884 the buildings of the bo yo academy caught

fire and burned to the groundygroundoground many of the young men students raced to rescue
equipment supplies and ecordsrecordsorecordrecords professor maeser apostle erastus snow and

president ae oo00 smoot were on hand passing through the crowd to direct rescue
2efforts and to cheer up the saddened onlookersonlookersO this must have been a diffi-

cult task for brother smoot

of all who gazed on that sad spectacle that night there was no heav-
ier sadder heart than that of its foster father ao 0 smootosmootsnootsmoote the insti-
tution had grown into his very heartheaxt of hearts and to see the results of
years of toil4011 and hardearnedhard blessingsearned blazing on the altar of sacrifice
wilted his feelings to the uttermost

the undaunted spirit of ao 0 smoot and his devotion to a cause is no

where better seen than in his fight to raise a school from the ashes of what

many would have thought a lost cause he called a special session of the
board to meetneet the first thing the next morningmorningemorningsmornnorn afteringoinge discussing the disaster
the board voted unanimously to continue the higher departments of the academy

without delaydelayodelaye 0 arrangements were to be made for temporary quartersqu inaxters the
meeting house and the first national bank buildingsbuildingobuildingBuil

president
dinkodingo

smoot called a meeting of the board faculty and students
for 10 oclockino1clock in the tabernacletabernacleetabernacledTabern aboutaclee four hundred people mostly students
heard the cheering news from principal maeser that the academy would live onoone

aronijroniromI ala pxintedpaintedpr circularintedanted inserted in utah stake historical record
september 29 1885018831885
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brother smootsnoot followedfollowedassuriassuringi theng people of the future of the academy

school will convene as usual at half past eight it will occupy it is thoughtythoughtthough
the upper part of the new bank building with the basement of the meeting house

president smoot sent a notice to the deseret News that school would be

held the next dafodayodaydanodaf classes started on time with only one day lossoloss
on february 2 president smoot announced that many thousands of dollars

had already been subscribed for the new academy building subscription lists
were prepared which he wished the bishops to circulate in their wards for the

benefit of the academy 0 he also announced that a traveling theatrical company

proposed to give one half of their proceeds for the buildingsbuildingobuil hedingo instructed
2

the active ienmennen of the wards to use their influence to see that tickets are soldsoldo

when the board met on february 9 principal maeser reported that classes
were being held in the bank building and in so so jonesjonest store rather than the
meeting house 0 they were comfortable but needed more room for the higher de

partmentspartmentsoapartments this problem was quickly solved by arranging for the use of presi

under this provision with the heirs of brigham
young scattered over the united states it was very difficult to fulfill vacan-

cies on the boardboardoboand often they remained unfilled for years

deseret salt lake city utah january 28 19840

utah stake historical record february 2 188418840
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iintendedtended as quarters for the smoot drug store
president smoot seemed unaffected by these trying experiencesexperience so childe

harold reports a visit in provoprovoeprovoo

while in provo I1 called upon president smootob1nootsmootebenoot I11 found him hale and
hearty apparently bidding defiance to the ravages of timetine ilehellelie was as
cool calm and conscious as ever he is at all times a safe guldeguide and
counsellor 0 a a and without doubt muchnuchnugh of provoprovos s prosperity may be
traced directly to himohim I1 heard professor fowler 14 years ago say that
he might livetoaliveto be 100 years old and time appears to verify the profes-
sors sayingsosayingssaying

his problems would have added gray hairs to most heads one of the

toughest was concerned with the deed of the bo yo academy this deed was en-

tirely satisfactory during the lifetimelifetelifet ofbae president young but it contained
two provisions which made it extremely difficult for the trustees to carry out

their responsibilitiesresponsibilitieso the first provided that in the case of a vacancy on

the board then the said party of the first part his heirs or assigns shall
fill the vacancy so madeomademaae
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the second provision referred to rules and bylawsby andlaws then turned its
attention to the property stating and the property thereunto belonginglongingbel

they the said trustees shall hold subject to the approval of the said paltypartypaxty

of the first partparty his heirs or assigns this provision created much the
same difficulty irlyanykny transfer of property required the approval of all the

heirsoheirspeirso under this provision it was almost impossiblepossible to furnish a clear
title and therefore impossible to dispose of property to raise cash for the

institutionoinstitutioninstitutions
in an attempt to correct this condition president smoot met with the

board on december 2 1882 and submitted a draft of a deed of assignment to the

first presidency of the churchchurchy of the appropriating powers now held by the

heirs of the late president youngoyoung after it was studied and approved by the
board of trustees mrsersoers zina Y williams was requested to have the heirs of

2president young sign the deedodeeddaedo

after several weeks of fruitless effort warren dusenberry reported
that at the request of mrsomrsarso williamsWilli hearnsains had met with the heirs of president
young and attempted to getgeb their signatures on the deed of assignment sever-

al of the heirs stated that they would not sign away their control of the
tithing blockblocksblocki

As they were struggling with the problem of rebuilding after the fire
president smoot and three of the trustees sent a letter to the heirsheansheads they
again pointed out the difficultyfficultyof of obtainingtalaingob anyapyunanunanimityamityimity of action from the

heirs and urged that the power be vested in some local church authorities to
more efficiently administer the affairs of the academy again the numbers and

scattered condition of the heirs defeated the request 0

recognizing the need for a more permanent location for the academy the
board met in a special session and decided to apply to zo go mo lo10 for the use
of their warehouse in the city to house the academy until a new building could
be erectdoerectederect thedo request was sent on march 24 1884 and was granted by Z C mo 1I
the upper floor was partitioned into eleven rooms which with part of the lower

floor housed the academy until januaryjanuaxy of 18921892e
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CHAPTERCRAPTER XI

dommoncommonCOMPWTION of MMTHE tabernacle avdAMDAND THE ACAMMYAGAMY BUILDING

in the first months after the fire the initial enthusiasm for a new

building carried the project rapidly alongoalong members of the board contacted thebhe

heirs of brigham young and found them favorable to the undertakingundertakingoundertakings wards

contributed money and many people in and out of the church indicated a desire
to contribute to the causeocausecaused

when the matter of the best site for the building was considered
president smoot offereeoffered to give to the institution a site on the present uni-
versity avenue between seventh and eighth north streets

colvconvince him

the final location
two blocks north of president snoots offered site was determined by the per-
sonal choice of president john taylortaylorotaylora

had reedheed smoot prevailed in his choice the building would have been

still farther to the north and eastoeast
I11 remember when this place was selected after the burning of the old

place on center streetstreetsstreeto I1 spent one whole evening with my father trying
to convince him that this was hardly the place to establishstablishestablish the university
for one of my dreams was that I1 could see this institution upon yonder
hill covering the whole of ito

president taylors choice prevailed and two thousand dollars was raised
to purchase the site from jesse lewis from whom brigham young had purchased the

original site
shortly thereafter on may 21 1884 the dedication of the grounds took

placeoplaceplacco after offering the dedicatory prayer president smoot took the shovel

in hand and broke ground on the southeast cornerocornerconner karl go maeser and ho ho

cluff also participated in the ceremonyocere themonyo foundation was completed but

letter from ao oo00 smoot and ho he cluffgluff to president john taylor filed
in the church storianshistorian9Historianhistoriansstormans s9 office salt lake city utahoutah

2
address of senator beedseedreed smoot bo yo uo assembly autumn 19501930 from a

typed manuscript in possession of wo lo10 butt bo yo uo provoprove utahoutahitaho
roberthrobertsdrobe3robe andanaarkirtsarts alufcluffcluf opo220 itocito 9 pop 290
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no further work was done for a numbern of yearsoyearspearso

in the meantime the tabernacle faced problems e it was farfaxfaz from compl-
etion and five thousand dollars was owedowedeobede in quarterly conference president
smootsnoot asked the sisters to pay twentyfivetwenty centsfive per month to help pay off that
debtodebtdeato the next day he asked the brethren to contribute fifty cents per month

at the next quarterly conference president cluffgluffglaffclaff reported that only about one

third of the donations had been paidpaldo

on september 25 1884 brother smootssmoothssnoots faithful companion ma smoot

passed away limilyemilyqemilya his second wife had proceededprece margareteded in death some two

and one half years having passed away on earchmarch 20 18821882e with two wives re-
maining and polygamy persecution gaining in intensity all the time the leading

citizen of provoprove made a prize target for the efforts of federal agents

the people were fully alert to the methods in the polygamy persecutionpersecutiouo
president smoot exhorted the priesthood and the members to be on the alert
against the governmentvermentGo officials known as spottersospottersSpotterso an incident in connection

with ho ho cluff shows that they were not slack in the exercise of cautionocautioncautionscaut

cluff
ionolono

reports the incident of february 5 188501885
As I1 drove up to president smoots office in the bank he hastily inform-

ed me that he had just got word from the secret service that the 0 so

marshellsmarchellsMar wereshells afterarter nconeo although not at all excited I1 slipped out from
the public gazeogazegaleo

in the judicial crisis as president smoot termed it he advised the
people to do their duties and leave the result with the lordlordolondolondelond that did not
mean they were to do nothing to combat the persecutionopersecution he said we had escaped

serious persecution only because a few of the leading brethren had been on the

alertoalertablerto to successfully defend themselves required a great deal of financial
means and he called upon the people to contribute liberally to the defense
fundofund

in spite of the presence of the spotters in the city when his seve-
ntieth birthday rolled around the family all gathered at a surprise party in
honor of their fatherofatherfathera when he arrived at half past five in the evening he

was genuinely astonished to find his wives and all of his children except two

or three who lived too farfaxfanfazraz from provo to be presentpresente wives children and

grandchildren all expressed sincere wishes for his future preservation and

happinessohappinesshapp afterinesso a bounteousboun mealteotis the family all gathered in the parlor and
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joined in group singingosin whengingo father smoot was called upon for a speech he

entertained the happy gathering with accounts of family history genealogy

and incidents in his own eventful lifeolifeilfedifeo in his closing remarks he outlined
the course he fervently wished his children and grandchildren to pursue and

urged upon them fidelity to the word of godgodo the reunion ended as the family

all rose to their feet and sang that touching old hymn nearer my god to thee
duringdaringdarlng the evening the following lines preparedprep especiallyaxed for the occasion
were read in honor of brother snootsrnoots

just seventy years ago today dear father you were born
and though your trials have been severe you azeareaxe not left forlorn
but pleased we areaxeaze to meet you now both wives and children dear
our efforts from this moment on will be your heart to cheercheerochearo
you now have lived your three score years yea add to that just ten
which god has said in holy writ shall be the life of men
but you areaxeaze yet among us which makesnakes our hearts rejoice
to listen to your counsel and your ever warmingwanningwarning voice

we have learned to love you dearly by the course that you have taken
in the cause of god upon the earth your integrity unshaken
we know that tis your highest aim to have us all prove true
to all our vows and zions cause and always be with youoyoucouo
dear parentpacent with the help of god our mortal lives shall be
approved of him who rules above and pleasing unto thee
that all the family tiest thati now1 dothes bind us here below
may grow more firmfinn and sacred too as heavenwardweheavenward we goo

along in late summer of 18859 president smoot reported that a rumor was

going the rounds in salt lake that the semiannualsemi conferenceannual might be held
in provooprovo he summarized what would need to be done if this possibility should

materializeomaterializematerialized there will have to be one coat of plaster on the ceilings and

some temporary windows put inoin he thought a great deal of good would come to
provo in beingbeinghosttohost to such a conferenceoconferences

the high council and various quorums of priesthood in the stake had

been using a room in the meeting house for special meetingsomeetingsmeeting when this room

seemed no longer adequate it was decided to finish the west room of the taber-
nacle and dedicate it for use in these meetingmeetingso in a special meeting on

december 4 president smoot explained that they were departing from the usual
custom of dedicating a building only after it was cleared of all indebtedness 0

however this was only one room and arrangements had been made to pay all the
indebtedness on that portion they were about to dedicatededicatee he then offered the
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dedicatory prayer invoking special blessings upon the room and future deliber-
ations within itoit

in

1

february 1886 brother smoot wished to go to the st george or logan

temple and do work for his dead friends in his letter to president taylor
requestingreque recommendsstina for himself and his oldest son and daughter he adds an

interesting postscript po so I1 wish to be kindly remembered to all my exiled
brethren that are with youyoug myself & council areaxeaze not sleeping at home and have

not bin for some weaksoweaks but manage to attend to our office business in a quiet
2

way through the daydayo the persecution against polygamy which had forced
president taylor from the public eye was being felt in provo also

the rumors of the previous september about holding conference in provoprove

now became a reality while he was in logan doing temple work president smoot

carried on correspondence which assured the april conference being held in the

tabernacle at provooprovo on march 8 he receivedareceived a letter from president taylor
about the proposed conference location he also received a telegram on march 10

from his coworkersco inworkers provo promising an all out effort to prepare the taber-
nacle for the occasioncasionooc it declared

enthusiastic desire for an liberal donations offered by citizens induce
us to again communicate to you about holding conference here will make
effort to putpat in doors and windows of tabernacle in case of stormy weather
meeting house and theatre can be usedousedasedo

he immediately forwarded this telegram to president taylor in a letter
promising that if the proposition was accepted no pains would be spared to make

all things as convenient as possiblepossibleopossiblespossi hebleebleo also reported experiencing great en-
joyment in the temple workowork

such assurances convinced president taylor that provoprove would be the
wisest place to hold the conferenceconferenceoconferences persecution against polygamy was strong
at the time and large gatherings were avoided in salt lake by holding conference

in several other utah citiescitieso this year meetings were continuedcontinuedoncontinue on april 4 5

6 and 70 speaking on the fourth day 9 president smoot expressed the pleasure
of the citizens of provo in having the conference and its many visitors come

to their cityocitycilyo he also complimented and thanked the committees for their ef-
forts in preparing for the conferenceoconferenceconferences there can be little doubt that president
smoot himself hadhaa much to do with the success of the whole affairoaffairaffairs he heregularlyregularly
mww41ilimm ijllwj
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invited the authorities to hold general conference in the tabernacle after
that firstfinst successosuccesssuccessorsuc

this
cesso

period of polygamy persecution saw a marked decrease in the amount

of tithing and contributions paid into the churchochurchcharcho under these circumstances

the utah stake presidency directed an appeal to the president of the church for
aidoaldo their letterietterletten of september 22 1886 explained their situationosituationsituationssitu

we

ationo
have reached a point in the progress of our stake tabernacle where

we feel compelled to make an appeal to you as trustee in trust for aid
there has been expended on the tabernacle up to the present time about

65000o65000650000 twelve thousand dollars of this amount we owe to parties who have
furnished materials and labor and who areaxeace now in depressed circumstances and
must suffer financially unless we receive assistanceoassistanceassistancesassist

to
anceo

finish the building complete with heating and lighting apparatus
exclusive of an organ will cost not less than 20000o420000200000

we areaxe very anxious to pay the 12000 that we owe at present and push
the building to completioncompletlcompleta and therefore we respectfully ask you to appr-
opriate out of the church tithing of this stake the sum of 25000o25000250000 in
grantinggrafting this request you will greatly oblige us besides being in accord
with the sentiments and feelings of all the leading officers in this stakeostakestaked

not depending entirely upon the generosity of the first presidency in
approving their request the stake presidency prepared a letter to be sent out

to the members of the stakestakeostaked they again set forth the financial obligations
incurred in construction of the tabernacleotabernacletabernacledTaberna theycleo requested that every depart-
ment of the ward organizations be enlisted at once to aid in raising funds to
pay off the twelve thousand dollar debt and also urged the saints to continue
paying their twentyfivetwenty andfive fifty cent donations until the building was fully

2completedocompletedcompiecomple

this
tedo

was a difficult time for the general church offices as well as

for the stakeso they too were pressed for fundsofunds although president taylor
as trustee in trust did not send the entire amount re requestedquested he did respond

withith twentyfivetwenty hundredfive dollars in cash and an order for twentyfivetwenty hundredfive
dollars in produce which could be converted into cashcashicasha they expressed gratit-

ude for this and stated their determination to somehow raise the money to meet

the remainder of the debt
with the coming of fall came the opening of the B yo academy and the

problems of its supportsupportosipportosup atporto a priesthood meeting president smoot announced

plans to open a primary department where the younger children too could receive

letter on file in the church historianshistorian office
cluffclury opoORO citocitcivo part00 I1 po 2532332500255
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the benefits of religious instruction inasmuch as some of the poor people were

unable to pay the fees for their childrenschildren entrance in the school he suggested

that the brethren of means educate several of the poorer children at the B Y

academyacadeiqyacadegyAca 0degy he was willing to pay for the education of several children at the
academy if the parents would see to their regular attendance e

in a further well planned move president smoot called a meeting of

the high council and proposed a beneficiary fundfundifunaifuna in discussion with the
high council it was decided that the donors to the fund should later have

the privilege of nominating studentsstilstii whosedents tuition would be paid from the fund

at first the leading men of provoprove were to be invited to participate and later
the leaders throughout the stake 0 at the first meeting of the high council
and about one hundred men twelve hundred dollars was subscribed and it was

expected the amount would rise above this as some who were invited could not
2attendattends
president smoot made a similar request the following winter he asked

each member ininsi insiattendanceattendance at a priesthood meeting to pay the tuition for at
least one student at the academyoacademy As he had to leave before the meeting ended

he told the men that they could name the sum which he should pay and he would

accept the assignmentassign
on

3mento

december 1 1886 president smoot and his first counselor ho ho cluffgluff
sent a letter to president taylor setting forth the condition of the stake
among the many matters they explained were the tabernacle and the academy

work had been stopped on the tabernacle for several months they hoped to pay

off the debt by spring with the contributions from the people 0

at the close of the last school year the academy was three thousand

dollars behind in salarysalany and rent and about three thousand dollars in debt on

the building operationsooperationsoperation shortage of funds had threatened the close of the
academy but the loyalty of the faculty and the generosity of the board kept the
academy operatingoperatingoopera aftertingo the first semester of twenty weeks the debts exceeded

the income by twelve hundred dollarsodollarsdallarsodoldoi
the

larso
control of all board appointments and of all property by the heirs

still continued to be a hindrance to efficient operations A highelgh council com-

mittee after studying the problem joined with the board in proposing the in

recordrecord of the business meetings of the bishops and lesser priesthood
of provo city november 2523 188601886
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corporation of an educational societyosocietysociesocle presidenttyo smoot and cluff held the

title to the new building lot to safeguard it from falling under the control
of the heirsopeirso this title and all the others were to be transferred to the
society upon the approval of the heirshelmsoheimshelms the letter requested president taylostaylorbaylos
advice on the nattermafcteromatternatten

in another approach to the problem president smoot stated to the

board meeting of january 19.19iglg 1887 that the purpose of the meeting was to con-

sider the possibility and advisability of organizingorgan theising academy as a corpora
2tiontiouo the matter was left for further study by a special committee this

problem was not solved until finally in 1890 some of the heirs took the initia-
tive andazidarldarid persuaded most of the others to sign an ammendedmendedam deed of trusttrustobrusto

in the meantime developementsdevelopernents arose which altered the entire picture of

church financesofinancesfinan theceso edmunds tuckertackereucker law was passed february 18 1887 0 it pro-

vided for the disincorporation of the church and confiscation of its property

in anticipation of this law organizations had been formed in the stakes to
which much of the general church property could be transferred when this was

done in utah stake in the first part of march many people thought that tithing
and contributions were no longer needed and these dropped off at a rapid raterateodateo

presidents smoot and cluff addressed a letter to presiding bishop of

the churchychurch william bo preston and through him to president taylor requesting
approval for the board of the church association of the utah stake of zion to

appropriate ten thousand dollars to pay off a bank obligation on the tabernacle
and enable them to contineconfine with the construction of the buildingsbuildingobuildingbuilbullbuli notsotdingo only

would this be a great benefit to the stake but would add to the genuineness

of the recent transfer of property in the event the government should attempt

to recover the property formerly held by the trustee in trustobrusto
A second part of the proposal concerned the bo yo academyacademyo it requested

appropriation of two thousand dollars to pay off a debt for material and labor
to the masonsmasonsomasonsr this propertproperty would then be transferred to the church associa-
tion of the utah stake and the heirs of brigham young would be invited to join
in transferring the approval powers of the earlier deed to the church associa-
tion it had now beenbeeri decided that since the church association was vested with
educational supervisory powers and waswaa already within the frameworkframeworkof of church

organizationorganizations that the control of the academy be lodged with them rather than
with a special educational societyosocietySociesocle
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president taylors answer forwarded through bishop preston manifested
considerable surprise at the requests of brothers smoot and cluffciuffo he refused
the requests and explained that if he were to agree to all the requests for
money made upon him the funds of the trustee in trust would soon be exhausted

it would be regrettable indeed if in attempting to save our property from our

enemies the feeling should be fostered within the stakes to spend it all on their
own needs

when presidents smoot and gluffcluff read the letter of president taylor
they immediately dispatched a letter to him on may 2 which went into detail
to justify all of their building debts andwidmid their request for aidoaidaldoald although
properly respectful and humble the letter waswa positive in declaringdecldeci weaxing cer-
tainly believe that if the church had permitted this stake to use from the

tithes forty thousand dollars instead of seven thousand dollars during the
years that the tabernacle has been in course of erection that the tithes for-
warded to headquartershead wouldquarters have equaled the amount which has been sent

2during that periodperiods

in the midst of all this pressure from money matters and after a raid
on polygamistspolygamistsypolygamist brother oluffcluff recordstrecordrecordist

president smoot is galling under financial affairs and refers to coopco
institution

op
that he is deeply interested in such as the goopcoopgoco storeop lumber

yard bank foundry and woolen mills these financial interests absorb
much of his time and causes much worry I1 have taken the liberty of ad-
vising him to throw off the responsibility upon younger men and devote
the rest of his life traveling in the stake and visiting the people who
is there that is qualified to take those offices and manage these financial
interests1interests said heo who will do it when you are gone said ie if
you roll them upon younger men now they have the advantage of your exper-
ience and councilocouncilcouncilecouncilo said io1315

ao oe smoot just was not the retiring type he could not sit by and

unconcernedlyoncernedlyconcernedly watch those events in which he had an interest pass him bybyi he

had to be in the thick of things and there he remained till the day he died
president smoot had always supported proper celebrations on july 24

when word came from salt lake revealing the precarious condition of president
taylors health presidents smoot and cluff immediately sent word to the wards

of the stake to discontinue plans for an elaborate street parade they advised
that meetings be held and moderate exercises be conducted president taylor
passed away onoiloiiori july 25 and his funeral was held on july 29 188718871 0 As one of
the speakers at the funeral brother smoot described their long acquaintance
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extending over 49 years his message was filled with faithaithfalthalth in the gospel and

faithaithfalthalth that brother taylor was heir to those blessings because of his lifelong
devotion to gospel truthstruthsetruthie we should rejoice in the exemplary life of president

taylor and strive to meet the tests of life in the same noble manneromannermannennannenmagnero

after

1

living for years in the midst of polygamy persecution president
smoot was finally arrested on october 7 under the third section of the edmunds

law on a charge of unlawful cohabitation he posted bond to appear before the
2

commissioner in provo on the following monday the case did not come before
the courts for nearlyneatly a yearyearebeare

during december complaints had come from the logan temple about un-

worthy persons being sent there president smoot immediately gave instructions
in priesthood meeting

that if our youth had not made a proper record up to the time they
desired to be united in marriage that they be bemarriedmarried at home and not
take upon themselves the holy covenants made in the house of the lord
until they were worthy and can comprehend themthemothenothen 0 e he did not expect
perfection in the youth before obtaining a recommend but expected them
to observe the common laws of the church to a reasonable extent and not
be willful violatersviolatorsviol ofaters the lawolaw

he later explained that to violate the covenants made in the temples

bringsbrif condemnationmigsfigs rather than blessingsoblessir4gsblessingblessingto disgraced couples were not to be

accorded these privilegesprivilege so they should first be cut off from the church and

received back only upon evidence of sincere repentancerepentanceorepent thoseanceo who did not pay

their tithing should not apply for a recommend and thus save the bishops and

stake presidents the unpleasant task of refusing themo

few months went by without president smoot urging support for the
bo yo academyacademyo he could not understand the continual cry of hard times when

such requests were madeomadenadeonade he pointed to the abundant harvests horses9 lands
and cattle and thought the people should be able to support such a school 0

neither could he understand sending children to be taught by your religious
enemiesoene hemieso then called upon the bishops to organizeorkorg beneficiarybenefbelefanizeanise fundsic ini
their

1

wards

ary

0 if people could not send their own children then send their
neighborsneighbor so 4

the territorial enquirer announced on january 53 188818889 thatthatfromfrom that
time on they should be known as the utah enquirerenquireroEnquireenquirers aoA oo000 smoot was to continue

deseret es salt lake city utah august 53 188701887 0

2eserettjeseretaseret ening jawsjgws salt lake city utah october 8 1887 0
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as the president of the boardboaxd of directors
throughout his lifeilfe brother smootsnoot had led the fight against the use

of liquor and especially its sale by saloonssaloonsesalosaio whenonse the question of licensing
saloons was up before the city council in april 1888 the stake presidency
and high council led the signers of a petition against the movenoveo when the

council passed the bill against these protests he announced to the priesthood

meeting that he had entered his solemn protest against this evil when he met

his workerscoworkersco who had gone before him he desired it to be with a knowledge

that he had always fought for his principles on this questionvestion
one

1

of the big events of the period was the completion and dedication
of the mantimantl temple in 188818880 president smoot was honored at being asked to
speak at the stake quarterly conference on may 20 9 and also at the dedication
of the temple on the next dayoday in both meetings he bore a strong testimony
of the divinity of the workowork he remembered the church when it contained but
one small stakestaze 9 aridariaarlaalkiarki throughout fiftythreefifty yearsthree of association with the

2
church had never entertained the slightest doubt of its final triumphtriumphstriumpho

finally a long awaited day arrivedarrivedoaxrivedarriarrlax onvedevedorived september 2 1888 the saints
of utah stake met in the first stake conference to be held in the new taber
nacleonaclenacienaclet although the building was not yet completedcomplete president smoot expressed

his gratitude at seeing such a lareelarge number of his brothers and sisters so

comfortably seated in their own tabernacle he knew that with sincere earnest
effort they could complete the building in the next six montesemonthsemonths

another long awaited day arrived this one not so eagerly anticipated
on september 20 the trial of ao oo00 smoot on the charge of unlawful cohabitation
was brought before the court 0 conducting the defense for ero smoot were judge

dusenberry and attorneys sutherland and thurman mr sutherland was later to
rise to the high position of justice of the supreme courtocourt

ersomrs diana smoot arsomrsomrsers annieannle smoot miss ida smoot and ae 0 smoot jr
were the chief witnesses for the defense in a trial that continued for four
days evidence was presented to the effect that annieamieannleamle smoot the only other
living wife of ao oo00 smoot had not lived with the defendant for about seven
yearsyearsopearso when opposition against polygamy intensifiedtensifiedoin they had reached an agree-
ment concerning their relationship as husband and wifeowifedifeo that relationship would

cease 0 mremo smoot would provide for the support of annie smoot and her childrenchilchii
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testimonytest statedimonyemony that ecoero smoot neither ate nor slept at her homehoneohone

llelieahtght

whichwhick

18851883

butweboutwe

ihavechave

he visited
the home only in the event of sickness or occasionally when he came to talk
to one of his sons about workworko

after instructions from the judge that they should weigh all the evi-
dence 5 the jury deliberated two hours until 5 oclock P ivl the judge sent
them home to return to their deliberations the next morninemorningomorningmorningtomorn afterineeingoinke two hours

that day they entered the court room and rendered a verdict of not guilty
the judge saidsald that the verdict met with his approval for he did not think
the evidence warrantedwazwax wwanyranted other verdictverdicts

in spite of the long years of opposition and sometimes bitter spirit of

those who opposed polygamy president smoot held no malice toward themothemthenothen his
attitude was to love them as misguided souls who needed our helpohelpheipchelpo

we should be actuated by the spirit that jesus manifested entertain
no envy or malice toward our enemies but pray for them and wish that they
too may see the light and live in the light 0 our enemies like those who
persecutedpersecute jesus know not what they do and our sympathies should be ex-
tended to them in view of rescuing them as paul was rescued from the
darkness in which they dwellodwell our enemies cannot do any more than the
lord will allowallows

when the edmunds tucker law was declareddecldeci constitutionalaxed he said we

must be prepared for even more serious events 0 the lord had not forsaken us

and he never would but we must humble ourselves and serve god more fully be-

fore we could expect deliverance from our enemiesene inmieso a more personal warning
he said

I1 have been a personal observer of the dealings of the lord with this
people for over half a century and have passed through all the scenes
excepting those enacted in jackson county 0 and let me tell you I1 dread
the firefireocireo I1 have been burnt and I1 dont want to pass through fire again

benjamin cluffgluff jr taught at brigham young academy for several yearsoyearspearso

he was then given two years leave of absence to complete advanced study at the

university of michigan As heliehielle neared the end of this study several tempting
offers were presented to himohimhinohin whenwhenpresidentpresident snootsmoot heard of these proposals
he immediately took steps to guarantee the services of brother oluffcluff he sent
him a letter informing him that he was expected to teach at the academy upon

his return and that he would become the principal of the institution in thetho not
too distant futureofuturefutures

the

4

utahrahmah enquirer provoprove utah september 28 188818880
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the new tabernacle even in its unfinished state seemed to exert a

strong influence upon the people 0 at the conference on march 53 9 1889 so many

membersmember turned out to the meeting that some were unable to crowd inoin
president smoot in particular was interested in pushing the building

to completioncornpletiono at a priesthood meeting in may he stated that when the people
were ready to complete the building he would give one thousand dollars in cash

towards the purchase of an organ he would also give five thousand dollars
towards completing the academyAc buildingadery when the people were ready to go ahead

on its constructionoconstructionconstructionsconstruct
again

1iono

ao oo00 smoot had to act to protect their right to the services
of benjamin cluff jrojrajro this time a tempting offer came from the brigham young

college in loganologan when news of the efforts to win cluff away reached president
smoot he and brother david john who were both determined to have cluff teach
at the academy acted to forestall cluffsolufs being lost to the academyoacademy they
protested to the general board of the church educational system

some heat was generated in the battle over mr cluffs future services
at one time in the controversy presidentpresiden abraham oo00 smoot suggested that
if they were going to take away so many good men from the academy faculty
the school might as well closeocloseclosed already jo mo tanner and james eo talmage
had been called away from the schoolschools 2

the result of this conference on april 7 was that cluff would remain

at the provo school and in the not too distant future would become the princi-
pal of the academyacademyo

one more time president smootsnoot led the fight to keep brother cluff at
the academy in marchmaxchmaach 1891 the general board of education asked that cluff be

released from his duties at the brigham young academy to take a professorship
at the latterdaylatterlatterydatterldatter saintsday college of salt lake cityecitycitee immediately upon receiving
president woodruff letter and request a committee was formed and a telegram
sent with the following requestsreguesreques brethrentt can you give A 0 smoot ho ho

oluffgluffcluff koK gogmaeserghaesermaeser and benj cluff an interview tomorrow if so at what hour
signed aoaa oo000 smootosmootsnootsmoote 3

at the meeting the next day the matter was discussed thoroughly and

brother cluff was permitted to remain at his chosen institutioneinstitutioninstitutions the call was

cancelledocancelledcancellenocance lledoliedo soon after that he was appointed to be the principal of the bo yo

may 1889 0

2roberts and cluff opo2rar cito po 4844048490484948 49049
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As 1890 drew to a close the buzz of business activity filled the air
around provooprovo the proveprovo lumber manufacturing and building company of which

smootsnoot was the president and principal stockholder was hiring 120 men to conduct

their businessobusinessbus theinesso woolen mill was also doing a record businessobusinessebusinessesbus perhapsinessoinesse

this prosperity stimulated the effort to erect the academy buildingsbuildingobuildingebailbuil theredingodinge can

be no question that the ammendedmendedam deed of trusttrusts signed by the heirs in 1890

and giving control of property to the board greatly influenced the decision
to resume constructionconstructionoconstructionsconstruct

on

ionolono

december 18 in a meeting of the board of trustees josephjosephd do co

young who had first been appointed in 1884 as architect was authorized to
go ahead and complete the plansoplansblanso at the same meeting the executive cimmitteecommittee

headed by ao oo00 smoot was authorized to raise money by selling building lots
on academy property block 28 plat B and block 69 plat ao

the plans were completed by march 25 and let out for bidobid four bids
were considered by the board on april lj17 and rejected as being too highhighohagho david
john then offered the following resolution which was agreed upon

I1 move that thetchebhe executive committee be authorized to proceed to erect
the building by letting special contracts for material and labor and em-
ploy day or job workwonk as may be deemed best by themthemothenothen that the whole con-
struction be done under the immediate observation of the suptosuptsuetobupt of construe
tiontiohoticho

hoeto

2

hoH cluff who acted as the superintendent of construction terms this
act made without funds in sight as the greatest display of faith and confi-
dence that has been recorded since the beginning of the academyoacademy 11 such a de-

cision was not entered into lightly by the president of thetiletlletiie boardoboaxdboard speaking
about his fathers concern for the building reed smoot said

he called me into his office one dightonightonight he had the plan he had the
cost in detail and he said to metmes what do you think shall I1 take this
load upon myselfmyself1 lieheilelle says it may mean that it will take every cent I1
own on eartheartho it may notonot but he says do you think and areaxeate you will-
ing that I1 should take that step I1 told my father at the time that if I1
was so deeply interested in the school as he had been and I1 were in his
position I131 would do ito and that is just the conclusion that my father
reached 0

senator snootsmoot had described his fathersfather devotion to the institution in
19501930 as he addressed a bo yo U assembly

it is true that my father was perfectly willing to sacrifice all he had
wiwwutftmrwiww pfhnfl prawdafirnrf wtwv rf lyw fiyofiyw MP mioffmiwff f 1w ff itiffpitikfuwvat lp1aw itaa iliwfft
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address of senator reedfreedrreed smoot at the founderspounders day assembly october 17
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on earth for the institution he was placed in that position after the
fire and he never objected in any way and it would have done him no good
if he had 9 for he considered the call made by president young to father
this institution in its infancy 9 as binding upon him as any call that could
be made by even our heavenly fatherather

undoubtedly

1

another factor which made president smoot so determined to
completeOomcom thepletepiete academy building was a vision in which president young appearedappe toaxed

him brother cluffgluff relates the experience as president smootsnoot told it to himhinio

I1 was greatly troubled in my mind over matters connected with the
apparent impossibility of going on with the academy building and retain
the school herehercoheme in the midst of my reflections the founder president
young appearedappe toaxed me and during a brief conversation said brother smoot
you need not worry about the academy or about how means can be obtained to
build the structures which have been commencedcommence fordo the way will be opened
that means will be furnished to finishrinish the workworkowonk 2

with such determination the brick work was commenced on may 18 under
superintendent cluffgluffoluff who said there was not yet a dollar in the treasury the
hope had been to sell sufficient real estate and thereby secure the necessary
funds to meet the construction gostscostsepostscoatse A decline in the real estate market

coupled with imperfect titles to brighamBrig younghainharn academy property made such

sales almost impossibleimpossibleeimpossibles
when sales were inadequate the board met on june 20 and authorized the

executive committee to borrow not to exceed the sum of fifty thousand dollars
and to secure such payment by a mortgage on the east half block 28 plat C

finally they managed to borrow upwards of forty thousand dollars and pushed

the building to completioncompletionecompletions

besides seeing the academy building to completion in 1891 president
smoot exerted another lasting influence on the institution in that yearoyearyeanbearo always

on the alert to strengthen the school he called brother george IL brimhall to
the facultyfacultyo brimhall who had been the superintendent of utah county schools
was later to direct the destinies of the brigham youneyokingyoung university as its presi-
dent 0

finally in january 1892 the new building was near enough to completion

for occupancy on january 2 president smoot announced to the priesthood that
the dedication would take place on january 4 he desired the bishops and their
counsellorscoun andsellors all the brethren who were able to be presentopresentcresentopre

As

sento

he spoke at the dedicatory services president smoot retraced the
steps of the academyacademys s growth from its small beginning through the dark days

manuscript in possession of mo lo10 butt bo yeYO uoU librarybraxyLi provo utah
2cluff ohoopoop citocit part 2 po 720
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academy president smoot accomplished a work which to one of inferior quali-
fications or of weaker devotion would have been impossible 0 his name will
ever be held in honorable remembrance in the chronicles of the institution
as also in the history of the city county and statestatcostacco

in further remarks about the early days of the school elder talmage
summarizedsummaxized president smootssmooths leadership of the institution and his qualities
as a manomannanonan

in that time the counsels of the stake president were held wellnighwell
sacred

nigh
and every one connected with the school looked to president smoot

as a leader in practically every capacity he was thoroughly sympathetic
with the needs of teachers and students supporting brother maeser and the
faculty in their efforts to make the best of the meager and simple equip
mentoment

president smoot was a leader in the right of his godgivengod powersgiven his
inherent ability and his devotion to the church and itsita interests both
temporal and spiritualospiritualspiritualsspi

anonoanonabono

ritualo

president ao oo00 smoot

19521932
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of the fire and now to its successful position with graduates finding posi-
tions in ailallaxiaal parts of the westowest to gaze upon the accommodations for six hundred

students must have been a source of real satisfaction to brother smootosmootsnootsmoote

without his unceasing efforts 5 this day would have never become a

realityorealityrealinealineall presidenttyo joseph fo smithanithsnith must have had those efforts in mind as he

made the following statement at the dedicatory exercises when the role of

honor is read of the names who have made this academy what it is today second

only to the illustrious name of its founder brigham young will stand the name

and fame of abram oo00 smootosmootsmoote

others too knew the real story behind the growth of the brigham young

academyoacademy benjamin cluffgluff jrjre the second principal of the brigham young academy

had been a witness to president smootssmooth strugglesstrug andaglesgleskleskies sacrifices to keep the
academy aliveoalivealiceo in a letter sent to the bo ye uo at the foundersfounders1 day celebra-
tion in 19521932 he said

you do well to emphasize the part prestoprest smoot played in the founding
and development of the brigham young academy for always during the first
years of the schools existence two names will stand out prominently prestoprest
ao oo00 smoot for his financial direction of the school even to pledging of
his private fortune for its support when times looked the darkest and drodr
ko go maeser for its wonderful development scholastically and morallyomorallymoralnoralnorai

at
lyoiyo

the same foundersdayFounders elderDay james eo talmagetaimage who had taught at the
academy recognized the important role of president smoot

As the executive officer of the board of trustees of the briahbrightBrigh

the youn womans journal III111liililillili po 45804380
2leter in possession of no lo10 butt bo yo uo library provo jtahoutahitaho
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F

is

0

B Y U

inthe

A 0

K G

E talmatainage

c

chronicled

A 0 young

N I1 B Y U

Jamesanes et

possessi N I1 B

1

ficat ions

9



afeiyelye

I1 am sure that if he knows of this days gathering
in the great university into which the academy has developed and if he is
cognizant of our tributes of praise he would wish to have us mention at
least some of those whom he gathered about him on the board of trustees
and in other related capacities all of whom faithfully followed his lead
and sought to uphold his handsohandshandlo among such are harvey H cluff wilson H
dusenberry warren no dusenberry myronbeemon tannereanner david john and sister
coray they were a goodly company who delighted to serve and cooperate
with their chief president abraham oo00 smootosmootsmoote

bidibid

1

1
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to me he has always been noble and great and myray life1feilfe together with
the lives of many has been permanently enriched by his inspiring teachings
and worthy example
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CHAPTER XII

YEARS OF FINANCIAL DISTRESS

the academy building was completed 5 but the troubles of the board were

by no means endedoended A heavy cloud of debt hung over the institution sales of
property had not raised sufficient money some purchasers had been unable to
keep up the payments and the land had to be repossessedrepossessedopossessedprepossessedrepossess inedo still other in-
stances legal action was threatened because of imperfect titlesotitlestities at a board

meeting on may 12 189218929 it was decided to attempt consolidation of the small

loans into one large loan with a low rate of interestinterests heedreedbeed smoot worked on a

committee in this endeavor but reported at the next meeting that the condition
of the real estate prevented any solutionlution at the present timeotimetineotine it was decided
boto take the matter to the first presidency 9 an action that was to occur with
increasing frequency in the coming months 0

president smoot and four other leaders met with president woodruff

but gained little relief from that sourceosourcesources the continuing financial difficulty
prompted the call for a special priesthood meeting at stake quarterly conference
on july 170 A discussion with the priesthood members resulted in the appoint-
ment of a special committee of elders wo ho kingkingg joJ boB keelerkeelergKeeeee andlerilerg george ho

brimhall to canvass the wards in the stake in an attempt to raise money either
by loan or donation to pay off the indebtedness of the academy 0

time seemed to be weakening the iron constitution of ao oo00 smoot 0 for
the past two winters colds iridandana other ailments had kept him from being among

the people as muchrauchiauchlauch as he had formerly doneodoneboneo in a letter to president woodruff

on june 1 he had remarkedremaxkremack 9
my health is by no means good andnand I1 am threatened

by the return of that dreadful disease diabetes but hope that I1 will be able
to fight it offoffoorforr

in an attempt to recuperate he went to the mountains for two orof three
weeks before the utah stake conference and upon his return he remarked in the
july 16 session that he was more improved than he had expected to beo after a

utah stake historical record 11 july 17 189218920
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second session in the mountains 9 he reported in priesthood meeting on september

53 9 that he had enjoyed himself very much in his two months in the mountains at
schofield and was very thankful for his much improved health

apparently little progress had been made by the committee collecting
funds for the academy debtsdebtsodebiso at conference on october 16 president harvey

cluff spoke of the remaining debt of seventyfiveseventy tofive eighty thousand dollars
he urged the saints to lift the burden from the shoulders of A 0 smoot and

2others who had guaranteed the paymentpayments

the brigham young academy was not the only institution in dire straitsestraitsstr
the

aitse
tabernacle situation was also seriousoseriousserioserlo foruso several years prior to march

5 1892 very little had been done to complete the building or to raise funds

for that purpose on the above date the tabernacle building committee was

given instructions in a stake priesthood meeting to finish the building as

quickly as possible 0 to meet that objective they made contracts announcingammountingannountingmountingam

to eight thousand dollars 0 after that the call came from salt lake to raise
funds for completion of the salt lake temple so little effort was made to

raise tabernacle funds attention was focused on the temple

A stake priesthood assembly of january 7 18951893 considered the matter
of eight thousand dollars owing on tabernacle contracts and instructed the
committee to make a loan on the property president smoot was strongly opposed

to such a move and even declared in conference a week later that he washed his
hands of ito however with money needed on the temple the academy and the
tabernacle he bowed to the inevitable and the loan was made the mortgage

on the tabernacle continued to worry him and he reissued the call for the
twentyfivetwenty andfive fifty cent donations which had never really been a success

the one bright element in the whole picture for brother smoot was im-

proved healthhealthobealtho in a letter boto president woodruff on february 1 he said his
health was much improved he had not eaten a particle of food for a week ex

5ceptcapt skimmed milkomilkmiiko

the brigham young academy continued in tight financial straits when

contributions and loans failed the board again proposed tnirturningturnine to the first

bidibid september 53 18921692

bid2ibidbibid october 16 1892

letterjetter of february 53 18951893 from ao 0 smoot to Wilforwilford dWoodruffwoodruff on
file in the church historians office

utah stake historical record january 15 18951893

letter on file in the church historians office
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hadbad to do it to raise money to keep the brigham young academy going that
was given to me as a mission and I1 would sooner lose all than fail in ful-
filling this responsibilityresponsibilityo I1 love that school and I1 can see what it means
to our youth to have a spiritual as well as book learninglearningelearningslearn itinge must live

the dedication of the salt lake temple on april 6 18951893 was a long an-

ticipated event in the lives of the saintsosaintssaintlo in the lives of many it was a long

remembered eventeventsevento president smoot had the privilege of attending a two day

series of council meetings with the general authorities and stake and ward

officialsoofficialsofficial he declared this experience to be the most glorious time that he

had evereveyevev enjoyed in the churchchurche

aanon2anon iske tch
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presidency for a loan of the utah stake tithing to tide them over until realty
could be soldosold president smoot dr maeser principal cluffgluff and reed smoot

formedfoedroed the committee to approach the presidency A board meeting of august 29

reported the very liberal amount of thirty thousand dollars received from the
church to apply on the debts of the academy this however was insufficient to
meet all the needs of the academy and they still carried the burden of debt

the great desire of ao oo00 smoot during these years was to see the bo Y

academy free from debt and on a sound financial basisbasisobariso uehe had done all he

couldocouldcoulbo on a visit to his bed ridden wife annie during this time he said
annleannie I1 havent a piece of property that is not mortgaged I1 have

he was so imbued with the spirit of those
meetings that he thought it would be good for the priesthood of the stake to
meet together for two or three days confessing their faults repenting of their

sinsin8sine and striving for unity
A

3

less happy event occurred on june 6 when a tree that was felled by

one of his workmenwoiimen struck president smoot and resulted in several injuries
the deseret evening news account reported

A heavy blow on the back of the neck two scalp wounds a punctured
wound between the shoulders an injury in the small of the back at the
knee and on the right foot were the extent of the accident dr hardy
attended the patientpatients and says that while the injuries are painfulthey
areaxeaze not dangerous and that his patient will soon be around again

in spite of this encouraging report brother smoot was never able to
make a complete physical recoveryrecover thisyo was due as much to old age and related
ills as to the accident his health had not really been good for several years
and was frequently reported as poor from this time forthoforthdortho

board1board1 minutes of brigham young academy p 101
2
abonoanono sketch of the life of ao oo00 smoot cito po 60

utah stake historical record may 6 1895018930

deseret evening news salt lake city utah june 8 1895018931895
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financial recovery seemed as difficult as physical the goopcoopgoco storeop

of which he was by farfaxyaxyat the largest stockholder was hard pressed financially
on june 5030 smoot and seven other directors had to give their personal endorse-
ment on a note due the first nationalrational bank by the coopgoopgoco

the

1op

coopco wasop indebted to zo C mo I1 in salt lake for the sum of

279254 upon a request for additional security for this amount notes were

signed bearing 8 and 10 per cent interestnterestinterest and a mortgage was given upon the
2torestore fixtures and the goods 0

during this period of financial distress president smoot was greatly
concerned over the welfare of the pooropoorbooro he said there was never a greater
need for unity among the people than during this financial crisis immediate

steps must be taken to prevent want and starvationostaxvationstarvation nearly every home could

find clothing bedding or furniture which with a little repairing could be

used to clothe and provide for the poor he advised the relief society and

the bishops to look after this matter immediately the ward teachers were to
see thapthat there was no want not to wait until it was reported to them

on january 20 1894 his wife annie who had been ill for several monthsninths
passed away the incidents at her passing show the faith of the woman brother
smoot had selectedtoselected to be one of his companions and the mother of his children
she knew that death was approaching

As reedheedreea knelt by her bedside he said mother you have one thing I1
crave and pray for that is your undying faith and testimonytesti ofmorly the gospel
if after you areaxeaae gone you can find a way to bring it back to me I1 promise
to cherish it and live up to it faithfully until the end of my life 0

kneeling beside the same bed she turned to me and said you will al-
ways be my baby you need me most of all promipromisearomi me before I1 go to keep
the faith and god will never cease to bless you 1

brother smoot himself was far from well he reported in may that he

was unable to travel among the people as he would like in july ill111ililii health
caused him to miss one days meetings at conference

the academy too was sufferingicringe it was plagued from financial ill health
several severe attacks in the fall and winter months threatened to mark her
demise when three creditors requested at least part payment on their loans

all that the august 24 board meeting could do was appoint a committee to degotinegoti

minutes of the provo operativecooperativeco institution 1911 june 5030 18951893
bidoibid2

9 september 5 189518934

record31i of sundasunday meetings in the tabernacle minute book in the
church historians office septemberSept 17enber 18951893

idalda4jdaujda smoot dusenberrydusenDasen Aberry brief sketch of the life of annie K smoot
manuscript in the church historians office

1

Z M

ii nterest
f1

i xturesture s

distrebstress

ring

after jisedmedlately
3

je

smoothimself

sufferingmy 9

9

in

coop

finane

repal



innaanna kirsteinskirstinsKirs morrizonmorriaonMorritinetins smootbonaonson

fv i i &
fl t 1 fr t t

163

ciecoprie

g

ng

p shupw4

buiHUIbul

110



vrevve

appliaepli1 cationcatlon

164

ate a loan on unencumbered property to meet the demands

by december 6 several creditors had begun suits on past due debts the
board decided to have the attorneys file demeurersdemurersdemur anders make immediate application
to the church and the heirs for aid

only four days later the secretary reported to the board that eastern
creditors were now demanding payment letterslettera wregrew dispatchediapatohed explaining the
true situation of the academy and requesting further timevine another committeecoitcolt
was

tee
appointed to seek aid from the first presidencyPres althoughdency the financial

record book of the academy shows that duringduning 1894 the church extended sums

amounting to 519882951988051988.29 29 the academy was still in distress

financial record of the brigham young academy showing all receipts
nd disbursements in B yp IL records
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CHAPTER XIII

RELEARELEASE FROM EARTHLY CARES

the eightieth birthday of ao oe smoot was the occasion for a large
family gatheringogathermgatheringsgatherlgathe durinedaringduringringo the evening he stood on his feet for about thirty
minutes recalling the events of his life he expressed his love and appreci-

ation for his family and bore a fervent testimonystimonyshimony to the truthfullnesstruth offullness the
gospelogospelgospels some may have sensed that he would not be with them to celebrate
another birthdayobirthdaybirthdaysbirth hisdayo soninlawson orsonin polaw whitney asked him

if this were the last gathering of the family and the last time he
would counsel them what his advice would be and what had been the guid-
ing star which had enabled him to so successfully conduct his life he
had replied that his last words of counsel would be to serve god and keep
his commandments listen to the teachings of the priesthoodopriesthood he had at-
tributed his success in life to following the counsels of the priesthood
and had often done so even when he did not understand it and had always
found that course to be righto

on the last trip which he made east for walker brothers he had received
as part of his pay one hundred and twenty gold dollarsdollarsedollareedoldoiaoi helarsolarse had saved these
dollars and now brought them out and presented one to each child and grandchild

2
alma smoot of bountiful still has one of those dollars 0

he seemed to realize that his days were drawing to a close on this
occasion huhe produced a smallsnailsnall leather bag from which he drew forth three coins
and presenting them to the family he said this will be enough to bury me with
and it willwiil probably be all I1 haveohavehaleo

brother smootsnoot had always fostered and supported home production from

this he never wavered e he had planted and raised some locust trees on his
property As his last daysdarsaars drew near he requested that these trees be cut downdomm

and the lumber be used to build his casketscasketocasket he wanted it large and roomy 0

deseret evening news salt lake city utah march 11 18950
2personal interview with alma smoot bountiful utah
personal3personal interview with ida smoot dusenberryodusenberryDusen

abonoanono

berryo

brief sketch of the life of ao oo00 smoot
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several stories of brother smoots enjoyment of his grandchildren
come from these last dacsodaysodays one of the grand daughters allie smoot coleman

was just a young girl during this periodoperiodperiods in the evening when he had returned
from his office she would go into the parlor where he sat and read the evening
newspaper to him

along with several of the other brethren brother smoot had ordered
very expensive and unique watches these watcheswat costingchesychest five hundred and

fifty dollars each could be made to ring and reveal the time by the number of

rings 0 brother smoot used to take his grandchildren on his knees and to the
2delight of the little ones make it ring out the time

another birthday was drawing near As in the past president woodruffwoodruffs

birthday was celebrated in the salt lake temple A largelamee company including
the presidency the twelve apostles leading men his family and special
friends numbered about two hundredhuxidred and fifty people 0 among those who had come

to pay him honor on this occasion was his old lifelonglife friendlong president A 0

smoot of provoprovoo this was to be not only the last meeting of the two friends
but the last public gathering president smoot ever attendedattendedeatten

at
dedodedeaedo

priesthood meeting the following morning president david john aian

nouncedbounced the illness of brother smootsmoote

he regretted to have to report that prest A 0 smoot was veryvryvenyvony feeblefeebie
this morning having been in salt lake city the day previous to attend the
celebration of the anniversary of the birth of prest woodruff and while
there he was taken sick on the way home had a heavy chill and consequently
was unable to be out this morning but desired to have the faith and prayers
of the brethren in his behalfobehalf

on march 5 he took an additional chill and his condition was listed as

criticalocriticalcritic thealoaio next day a telegram sent to brotherbrothen woodruff reported that bro-
ther smoot was very low and was growing weaker it stated that unless a
great change came very soon he could not last much longer the deseret evening
news which reported thebhe contents of the telegram then added

later
provoprove march 6 4sl5 po president A oo00 smoot died at 4sl0 this

march 2 1895189

deseret5deseret eveningeveni bewsgewsnews salt lake city utah march 6 189501895
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tationotationa ilehellelie was courageous in his own independence 5 yet gentle in his rule
a wise counselor an unswerving friend and honest man in the best sense
of the term he was a stalwart among the leaders of latter day israel this
applying both to his mentality and his physique and though he had already
long since covered the allotted span of humanhunanhudan life and in his mortal career
was a shock of corn fully ripe 9 he will still be profoundly missed
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the next day a brief newspaper account summarized his life as follows
in the death of abraham owen smootsmootssnootssnoot both church and state in this

part of america have occasion to mourn not only the city of provoprove where
he lived and the county and stake in which his home was situated 5 but
also the whole territory of utah and the entire church of jesus christ
of latterdaylatter saintsosaintssaintloday A staunch patriotic citizen he was also a firm
consistent member of the church and in both lines of life and activity
he has been prominent and useful since the early days of utahs settlementsettlementosettlementssett
As

lemento
a civilian he has been called to the very highest offices in the gift

of the people among whom he dwelt as an ecclesiast he has presided for
more thannthan a score of years over the second in importance of all the stakes
of zionozionaiono

president smoot was not made of pliant vacillating stuff his was a
temper cast in stern and rugged moldomoldnoldonoldnoid in what he believed to be right he
was as immovablemno asvablevabie the hillsohillshillbo As far above the blandishments of flattery
as he was impervious to the insidious advances of persuasion he was never-
theless eminently just in his conclusions and the possessor of rare and
ripened judgementjud 0gement if convinced that he had erred 9 none was more ready
thanhan he to make restitution and though hefielleile was one of a thousand for mental
strength and force of character he had none of the elements of the op-
pressor and he was quick to resent as he was slow to resort to undue dic-
tation

ands who have looked to him as a brothersbrother and respected him as a manmacionatlonatio
upon receiving news of his death the high council 9 the brigham young

academy faculty directors of the goopcoopgoco storeop 5 and various groups with which

he had been intimately associated each passed resolutions of respect in hi
honor and entered them upon their minute booksobooksbooksh each of them expressed high

tribute to hiniohim
members of the family joined with members of the high council on a

committee to form the plans for the funeralfune theraloraio group which assembled on

sunday march 10 to pay their last respects to the faithful leader made up

the largest funeral assemblage ever witnessed in provooprovo both the union pacific
and rio grande railways ran special trains from salt lake to provo on the day

of the funeral with fares at half price for that day onlyoonly trains were held
in provo until after the funeral and then returned to salt lakeolakejakeo from early
morning until time for the services to commence carrialcarriagescarriap kept arriving from

the nearby towns 0

at 8 50 ao mo the remains were taken from the family residence to the
tabernacle 0 the procession to the tabernacle included the high council bishops
of the various wards the faculty of the brigham young academy g and many friendfriends 0
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inhisindis characterocharactercharactery he was

one of thoe noblenobienoblesoulssouls called from the other side to come forth and perform a
great worko

president david john pointed to twentyseventwenty yearsseven of service which had

been rendered by the departed leader as stake president 0 every bishop in the
stake had been ordained during his administrationoadministrations brother john believed that
president smoot had been in touch with the spirit world before his sdeathdeathe he
had told his family who surrounded his death bed that he heard sweet music

and the sound of welcoming voices beyond the velloveilevelio
his associate in the stake presidency edward partridge spoke of bro-

ther smootssmooths readiness to bend his own iron will to the wills of those who

presided over him in the priesthoodopriesthood

vaiv6iil
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six pall bearers were from the high council and six from the academy faculty 0

at the tabernacle the remains were viewed by over fiveivelve thousand people before

the services commenced at 11 oclockooclockocloccooc thelocko coffin was covered with white broad-

cloth and the stand was also draped in white appropriate floral decorations
were placed about the casket and the standostand A large photograph of president
smoot hung in the aperatureapera ofture the west wall which had been left for the organoorgansorgan

an interesting feature of the funeral was the presence of about forty
or fifty of president smootssmooths indian friends who attended in all theirthelthex tribal
regaliaregaliaoregallaregalianrega manyliaollao of themthen had camped outside of his home duringdurir4 the illness
anxiously awaiting news of his conditioncondit

president
ionolono

george aoqo cannon who presided announced that the opening
hymn death gathers up thick clouds of gloom would be sung by the choirchoirochairo
the opening prayer was offered by lorenzo snowsnowy the president of the quorum

of twelve apostlesoApost

elderEldeeidereide
leso

josephrJoseph klo taylor of the presidency of the salt lake temple and a

long time friend of brother smoot spoke at the request of the familyofamilyfamilio he said
that many years of association had endeared the soul of the departed to his
soul in love even as the soul of david and jonathan were united in loveloveoloveeiove presi-
dent smoot was a man of strong will and strong determination and when once a
person gained his friendship he could rely upon it through lifelifeeilfe

president joseph fo smith said he had looked upon brother smoot as a

father from his boyhood he had held president smoot to himself as an example

and felt that if he could pattern after that example it would be all he could
expectoexpectexpects in his devotion to the truths revealed by the prophet joseph smith

brother smoot was as firm and immovable as a mountain whatever faults he had

sank into insignificance beside the noble qualities in his charac tero

viewed f
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president george aoqo cannoncamon described the character of brother smoot as

being strong and positiveopositivepositives such meninennen cannot fail at times to create feelings
that more pliable natures do not cause but every man who admired true manhood

courage 9 and integrity 9 could not fail to admire president smootosmootsnootsmoote he was a

stalwart of the kind necessary in founding of gods church on the eartheearthsearth he

was a man of affairs but he never used his official position to benefit himself
financially 0 his chief characteristics were singleness of purpose purity of

motivemotives and entire fidelity to the duties devolving upon himohimhinohin it is most pleas-
ing to know that besides laying up treasures here on earthy he also laid up

treasures in heavenheavenoheavenor

his lifelonglife friendlong president woodruff 9 knew the departed as well as

any oneo at the time in kirtland when only two of the apostles stood by the
prophet the others came to brother smoot and himself urging them to join with

their group against the prophetprophetopropheteProp heheto and brother smoot warned the dissenters
that if they did not repent they would go to perditionperditionoperditions he did not mourn at
the passing of brother smoot because he knew of the blessings awaiting him

on the other sideosidedideo

the last speaker elder karl go maeser paid tribute to president smootssmoothssnoots
devotion to education and espciallyespecially the brigham young academy

after the benediction was pronounced by apostle john henry smith the

funeral cortege moved in solemn procession to the cemetery arrangements for
the procession were complete even to thetiietile details there was not a hitch in the

procession although it was a mile and a half in lengthlengths brother woodruff said
it was the longest he had ever seen in utahutahoitaho

A silver band with muffled drum led the line of march followed by
the two councilorscouncillorscounci brotherlors john and partridge then came the white hearse 9

wwith pallbearers wearing white sashes on their armsarns 9 marched in line on
both sidesosideshideso the family and relatives of deceased camecarne next in fifteen
carriages then followed the priesthood walking four abreast 0 there were
68 patriarchs and high priests 84 seventies 112 elders 52 of the bishop-
ric and lesser priesthood and 600 be yo academy studentsostudentsstuden thetso civil auth-
orities came next but there were only sevenoseven mayor holdbrook was among
the number they also walked

this was followed by two military companies then stationed in provo

they marched in full dress uniformouniformuniformsuni friendsformo and citizens of the town formed

at the rear of the procession in carriages there were fiftytwofifty vehiclestwo in
alloallalleail

at the cemetery elder wo ho king offered the dedicatory prayeroprayerprayers

still further respects were paid to the life of ao 0 smootosmootsnootsmoote on sunday

A

deseret eveningeveni newsmews salt lake city utah 9 marchearch 11 189601896 all
items in the funeral account are taken from this same source 0
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march 5131 memorial services were held in the brigham young academy honoring

his devoted service to that institution for testimony that such was fully
deserved we turn to the appraisal of orson F whitney who knew him wellwellowelioweliweil

if one thing more than another shortened the life of president smoot
it was the weight of carecate voluntarily assumed by him in behalf of that
worthy but then struggling institutionoinstitutioninstitutions over its doorway should be written
three names brigham young abraham oo00 smoot and karl QG maeser

greater than any honor which man mightnight proclaim in memory of abraham
owen smoot is the lifeifeilfe which he lived all who know that life must ever
honor abraham owen smoot as a real man a true christian andai aid servant of
mankindomankindman
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lleile

edyedo my whole life might be regarded as miraculousomiraculous
when I1 reflect upon the precarious conditicondition of my health when I1 was a boy
andaridarld the indulgence with which I1 was then treated and then upon what I1
have been enabled to endure and accomplish through the blessings of god
since there is something rather remarkable about it to neomeo

worrborr andthat

kiepkinp

smootesmoot9 1

OP 0

CHAPTER IVX

conclusion

after examining the details in the life of ao oo00 smoot one feels
inclined to agree with that gentlemantsgentlemansgentlemensgentkentiegentlekentle ownlemansmantsmanis observation about his life when

belaekaekie saidsald
to me everything has seemed to come along naturallynaturallyonatural andlyoiyo yet when

all things are consideredconsider

this study reveals several elements which run through mr smoots life
and form a strong basis for the conclusion that elder smoot was chosen for a

great work and thatbhat his life was preserved in order that he might accomplish

that work

first of all we should notice the unusual improvement and preservationpreservatpreservati
of his health ao 0 smoot was sickly as a boy at the point of death several
timesotimestimeson atathishis baptism and confirmation he was promised strength whichwhiclchicl became

his several times in his later life he was healed from serious illness in a

manner which seemed miraculous 0 his narrow escapes from death by accident add

to the idea that his life was preserved by the intervention of heavenly poweropowerpogero

A second element in smootssmooth life which lends to the idea of his selec-
tion for a great work is his great desire for the welfare of his fellow menmononononenonen
this thesis shows that his life was spent in attempting to better the lot of

his associateassociates liehe 1believed domthat by strengthening the kingdonkingdom of god on the

earth he could bet serve his fellow mennenenenonen his life was devoted to that endoend
the third element in smootssmooths life which shows him to be a man of special

calling is the total of his accomplishments which benefited those who lived about

himhimehinehinohin his patriarchal blessing promised him that he would be preserved from the
persecution of his enemies and be blessed with great wisdoniowisdommisdoniowis thisdoniodonlo combinationcombinatcombinant

smoot early experienexperiencesexperientEx ofperienperlen aoces oo00 smoot
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of wisdom and desire to serve made him a great force in the development of

utah and especially the area in utah county

although ao oo00 smoot was possessed of great native ability he grew

with his responsibilitieso this thesis includes early experiences and entries
from his daily journals which show that in his youth he lacked education and

trainingetrainingtrain byingoinge contrast speeches and letters of his later life reveal great
development in wisdom and the ability at self expressionexpressi

in assembling the facts of this biography several new points of interest
came to lightolightdighto the thesis contains an account of the discovery of the altar
at which adam offered sacrifices althoughalthquf it does not give the exact date

it does establish the fact that the date of discovery could not have been be-

fore june 20 188818801838018581858018560 that was the date on which smoot first assisted alanson
ripley to survey the area at adanadamidan ondiondl ahwanahmanoahmanlhmanahmando this fact should also help dis-
tinguish between the stone tower and the altar of aaaadamadalaaniaanlaa which stood on the same

hillohillhlll joseph smith had identified the nephite tower on may 18 185818361856 over a
month before smoot began his survey workowork

brigham youngYoungs s instructions to smoot and otherothen missionaries on october
8 1844 show that the idea of building up the outer stakestakes of zion rather than
move to the center areas is not entirely new he told them not to go for only

six months but to take their families and build up stakes as large as the one

at nauvoo

the incident about publishing the prophets views on the power and pol-
icy of governmentisgovernmentgovernmentish is disclosed by this researchrese becausearcho of opposition to
publishing josephs views on slavery three thousand copiescopieeople had to be suppressed

in the state of TennesseetennessecoTennes

an
seco

interesting incident of church history is brought to light in connec-

tion with the first company of emigrants to come to utah under the perpetual
emigrating fundofund theth transportation of the zinc encased bodies of two deceased

elders shows the ingenuity1ngenui of the mission officialsoofficialsofficial
this thesis helps to show the importancenportancesportance of the successful arrival of

the first company of saints under the auspicies of this fundfundo because it would

influence the number of persons to come later under that agency muchnuch importance
was attached to its successsuccessesuccessessuc smootscessocesse able directionrectiondeetion of the company contributed
much towardstoward its success and continuation in later years

more newnow manuscript material was found for the provo periodperipenipenl ofod smoottscoott s

life than the saitsalt lake periodperiodoperiods storiesstorieshavphav often been told about president
smootssmooth call to provo butbat this thesis pinpoints smooths statement that a pe
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titionaition to divide the county was the life spring of his call to provooprovo
zo co me lo10 in salt lake city is often referred to as the first co-

operative mercantilemercbxitl venture in the stateostatestareo the account of the provo co opera

tive mercantile institution shows that after little interest could be aroused

in salt dakedikelake aoA oo000 smoot took the problem in hand and his successful launching

of the provo store stimulated the establishment of A C M I1
president smoot directed many of the important early developments of

provooprovo many unpublished details about these projects have been uncovered and

areaxeaze contained in this work to give a more complete story of such undertakings
as the building of the woolen mills the tabernacle andaridarld the provo canyon roadftoado

each of these accounts adds to the completeness of provo and utah historyhistoryohist
inasmuch

oryo

as the church played an important role in this early progress this
account also adds to church historyhistoryoHistelsteist thisoryo biography provides another strong
evidence that an important factoractor in the success of early pioneer colonization
was direction by strong leadersoleadersleaiea itderso also helps to show that ao oo00 smoot was

not only called butbat chosen
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the
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origin

5

of the snootsmoot family is traced to thirteenth century holland
when avassalavassal of the count of holland chose the name snout rheshethe family after
conspicuous serviceserviced entered the ranks of the nobility and gained a coat of
annsanas williamwill snootsmootiamlam contracted to perform fifty da yeyo serviceservberv inice the colony

of virginia in 16551633 impressed by the new landlaraiaralarm he settled in america

his defendentdecendent a nd the subject of this biography was bombornbonn on february 17

1815 in entonowentonawentonOw franklin county kentucky to george snootsmoot and amann rowletthewlettrewlett who

named their infant son abraham owen snootsmoot after an illustrious uncle colonel

abra ham owen young abraham was so ill111iiilii a s a child that when he was nine years

of age burial clothes were prepared for his death which seemed imminentminenteminent provi-

dence ruled otherwise e young boy ha d a strong desire to live and find the
vruetrue church on march 22 18551835 at the a ge of twenty yea rs he was baptisedbaptizedbapti
by

sed

by elder david patten who in the confirmationconfirm promisedatlonatton smoot that he would

become strong and healthy which he did steadily from that datedateo

after being placed in charge of a local branch snootsmoot was ordained an

elder on february 26 18561836 and labored as a missionary companion to elders
david patten and warren parrish he also labored a s a missionary with wilford
woodruff with whom he journeyed to kirtland to go through the temple where he was

ordained a seventy on december 20

the prophet joseph sent smoot back to the southern states to regain his
health and to lead a company of southern saints to missouri before startingstazstax
south

ting
he was promised in a patriarchal blessing pronounced by joseph smithsnith

senior that he would recover his health and gain wisdom and fame among the

saints and the lords protection while anongamong his enemies A bapistbabist deacon who

opposed smootsnoot in one of his public meetings of the journey was suddenly stricken
dead
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