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CHAPTER I1

clarification OF PURPOSE TERMS METHODS

AND organization OF THE STUDY

chapter one presents the purpose of the study and why it is

considered important limitations and terms used are defined followed

by a description of the source of data and how they were obtained an

explanation of the organization of remaining chapters follows

I1 THE PURPOSE

the purpose of this study was to determine the intellectual

comprehension of the nature and mission of jesus christ by the third
year seminary graduates of the salt lake valley north seminary

district
answers to the following questions were sought concerning

student understanding of the nature and mission of christ

1 do the students understand who jesus christ is

2 how well do the students understand the mission of

jesus christ

II11 justification OF THE STUDY

this research was done to determine what intellectual

comprehension third year graduating seminary students have of the

nature and mission of jesus christ

in relation to this subject joseph fielding smith has said



2

it is essential that every member of the church have a perfect under-

standing of the reason why jesus christ came into the world and the

nature of his mission 111illirliri

the findings of this study should be helpful to the LDS

department of education in determining if further emphasis is needed

in teaching the nature and mission of christ

III111ili limitations

1 the study was limited to students of the salt lake valley

north seminary district who completed courses of instruction in book

of mormon old testament and new testament and graduated in 1970

2 no attempt was made to suggest new teaching methods for

the nature and mission of christ

3 no attempt was made to measure the students spiritual

perception or feelings toward the nature and mission of christ

4 no attempt was made to evaluate student understanding

of the ministry and teachings of christ except as they relate to an

understanding of his mission and the identity of his nature

5 the students were questioned only from information drawn

from the course outlines for the book of mormon old testament and

new testament no questions were constructed from outside sources

ljoseph fielding smith answers t gospel questions vol I1
salt lake city utah deseret book company 1957 p 30

to gos
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6 third year seminary graduates are students who have

enrolled in and received seminary credit for each of the following

courses of instruction

a book of mormon

b old testament

c new testament

7 salt lake valley north seminary district is limited to a

geographical division of the LDS church school system under the lead-

ership of a district coordinator the 1970 salt lake valley north

seminary district is composed of the following high school and junior

high school seminaries

a high schools

1 granite 3 skyline

2 granger 4 olympus

b junior high schools

1 wasatch 6 west lake

2 valley 7 evergreen

3 olympus 8 churchill

4 granite park 9 bonneville

5 central

the salt lake valley north seminary district shall be

referred to as the SLVN seminary district throughout the remainder

of the study
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IV definition OF TERMSTEMS USED

nature of christ nature is defined by webster as essential

character or makeupmake up distinguishing qualities 2

the term nature of christ as used in this study is designed

to answer the question who do the students feel jesus christ was

and is

the nature of christ will have two general meanings

1 the divine nature of christ such as his character his

attributes perfections and place in the godhead

2 the corporeal nature of christ the physical bodily

makeupmake ofup his being

mission of christ this term is designed to answer the que-

stion how well do the students understand the mission of christ

mission of christ as it is used in this study will refer to the

saviors atoning sacrifice and what effect the atonement has on ma-

nkind A study of the atonement is further clarified by mcconkie as

follows A knowledge of two great truths is essential to an under-

standing of the doctrine of the atonement 1 the fall of adam and

2 the divine sonship of our lord these two aspects of the atone-

ment along with their effect on mankind will constitute the meaning of

the mission of christ as used in this study

websters seventh new collegiate dictionary springfield
massachusetts G & C merriam company 1965196 p 563

bruce R mcconkie mormon doctrine salt lake city utah
bookcraft 1966 p 61

Is

3



comconprehensioncomprehension of the nature and mission of jesus christ

A sample of the questionnaire is found in the appendix

the questions were adapted from the lesson outlines for the

book of mormon old testament and new testament courses and consisted

of concepts related to the nature and mission of christ that the

students should have been taught during each of these courses of study

all questions were taken from the outlines only

the questionnaires with instructions for marking them were

taken by the researcher to each of the seminaries and given to the stu-

dents the two hundred copies of the questionnaire were distributed

among the four high school seminaries as shown in table number one

V SOURCE OF DATA

from a random sample of the total third year graduate popula-

tion of the seminary district two hundred students were selected for

the study

the number of participating students from each of the four high

schools in the SLVN seminary district was selected according to the

percentage of students each seminary contributed to the total
population of third year graduates of the district

the two hundred participating students were randomly selected

by taking every eighth name as it appeared on an alphabetical list of

third year graduates of each of the four high schools

VI MEANS OF OBTAINING DATA

A questionnaire was compiled and designed to measure the

students

beentaught



TABLE I1

distribution OF questionnaires AMONG THE

THIRD YEAR GRADUATES OF THE FOUR HIGH
SCHOOL seminaries OF THE SLVN

SEMINARY DISTRICT

school

skyline

olympus

granite

granger

total

number of third
year graduates

624

128428

3

kol401401boihoiholkoi

8

226

24

0

1679

13

48

76

percentage

1001006loo

26

50

of number

200

total of

VII

district
graduates

PROCESSES

population questioned

OF

35

INFERENCE

25

INVOLVED

the results obtained from the use of the questionnaire are pre-

sented in chapter II11 by listing each of the questions and analyzing

student response to them in terms of type of response and the

frequency and percentage of their responses

in analyzing the statements of the questionnaire they were

either true concepts according to the lesson manuals or were false

according to the manuals the students were given five responses to

choose from following each statement strongly agree agree uncertain

disagree strongly disagree the correct response to the true state

ments was strongly agree also correct but probably demonstrating

less conviction in their own response was agree uncertain

6

1
0

choosefrom

16
4

ss
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disagree or strongly disagree were considered incorrect responses to

the true statements

the correct response to false statements on the questionnaire

was strongly disagree also considered a correct reply was dis-

agree the response disagree demonstrated the student may have

felt it was the correct response but possibly lacked the conviction to

answer strongly disagree

for a standard of comparison 75 or 150 of the 200 students

had to correctly respond to a question before that question was con-

sidered adequately understood the questionnaire given the students

was divided into two sections each section is examined separately in

chapter 111IIIlillii
part A of the questionnaire was designed to answer the que-

stion who do the students feel jesus christ is statements one

through twentyfivetwenty offive part A were designed to determine student under-

standing of the nature of christ the questions covered two areas of

the nature of christ

1 the divine nature of christ his character his attri-
butes and perfections and his place in the godhead

2 the corporeal nature of christ the physical bodily

makeupmake ofup his being

these questions are analyzed in sections 1 and 2 of chapter 111IIIlillii
part B of the questionnaire was designed to answer the que-

stion how well do the students understand the mission of christ

mission of christ was defined for this study asat the saviors atoning

it

it
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sacrifice and what effect the atonement has on mankind see defini-

tion of terms chapter I1 for further clarification these questions

are examined in sections 3 and 4 of chapter II11 section 5 of chapter

II11 contains all the findings previously discussed in chapter 111IIIiliill

VIII organization OF REMAINING CHAPTERS

the remaining chapters of this study are organized as follows

chapter II11 contains a review of literature pertinent to the study in

it official church policy statements are first presented if unavail-

able then individual statements by the leading authorities of the LDS

church are presented the purpose of these statements is to justify

the interpretation of the statementsstee usedments in the questionnaire given

the students

chapter 111IIIili contains the findings of the study A description

of the manner in which the questions were scored is followed by an

individual analysis of each statement concerning the nature of christ

an analysis of groups of related individual statements which all dis-

cuss the same general concept is then presented the same format is

followed for an analysis of the mission of christ A summary of

findings follows

chapter IV presents a summary of the study with conclusions

and recommendations

sect i1 on

reconmendatmendatconeon ionslons



CHAPTER II11

REVIEW OF literature

the purpose of this chapter will be to present as far as

possible the position of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day

in regard to the two major categories of questions asked the

students

to represent accurately the churchschurchlchurche position concerning the

nature and mission of christ official statements by past or present

first presidencies are considered most valid if these statements

are not available then approved publications of the church are next

considered

finally when further explanations are required individual

statements by general authorities are considered no other sources

are cited

the review of literature is not intended to be exhaustive but

rather it is a brief justification for the interpretation of the

questions asked the students as presented in this study

I1 interpretation OF QUESTIONS concerning THE DIVINE
AND CORPOREAL NATURE OF CHRIST

in question number three christ was represented as the first
born spirit offspring aldand therefore our eldest brother god also was

said to be the spirit father of all men justification for this state-

ment can be found in the father and the son A doctrinal exposition

s



signifysignificationliterallyionlon

ftfeftft

10

by the first presidency and the twelve written by the first presi-

dency of the church in 1916

therein the explanation is given that elohim god the father

is both the literal parent of jesus christ and the rest of the human

race thereby making jesus christ a brother to all mankind the first
presidency explains

scriptures embodying the ordinary signification literally that
of parent are too numerous and specific to require citation the
purpose of these scriptures is to the effect that god the eternal
father whom we designate by the exalted nametitlename elohimtitle is the
literal parent of our lord and savior jesus christ and of the human
race elohim is the father in every sense in which jesus christ
is so designated and distinctively he is the father of spirits
thus weve read in the epistle to the hebrews furthermore we have
had fathers of our flesh which corrected us and weve gave them
reverence shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the
father of spirits and live hebrews 129 11

at another point in the exposition the first presidency further

points out that although christ was not the first born in the flesh he

is yet the elder brother to all mankind

among the spirit children of elohim the first born was and is
jehovah or jesus to whom all others are juniors following are
affirmative scriptures bearing on this great truth paul writing
to the colossians says of jesus christ who is the image of the
invisible god the first born of every creature 0 9

11 colossians
11519115 from19 this scripture we learn that jesus christ wasvas the
first born of every creature and it is evident that the seniority
here expressed must be with respect to antemortal existence for
christ was not the senior of all mortals in the flesh 2

because a signed statement by a first presidency is author-

itative and binding on the church as doctrine it cancamcemeemean be concluded the

1joseph F smith anthon H lund and charles W penrose the
father and the son A doctrinal exposition by the first presidency and
the twelve improvement erabrarmaema august 1916 vol 19 p 93

id p 935

ing

934

2tbidog po

ljoseph
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position of the church is that jesus christ was the firstborn spirit

child and therefore our eldest brother

in question number one christ was represented as having reached

while yet in his premortalpromortalprepro statemortal that pinnacle of intelligence which

ranked him as a god as the lord omnipotent

this statement is verified by the following quotation from

the lectures cmon faith

12 from the foregoing testimonies we learn the following
things respecting the character of god

13 first that he was god before the world was created and
the same god he was after it was created 3

although the lectures anon faith do not constitute a statement by

the first presidency their worth can be seen from the following

they are not to be regarded as of equal authority in matters of
doctrine with the revelations of god in the doctrine and covenantsCovie

but
nants

as stated by elder john smith speaking in behalf of the
kirtland high council bore record that the revelations in said
book were judiciously written and compiled and were profitable
doctrine 4

further evidence of the churchs position is given by talmage

in the opening lines of the gospel book written by john the
apostle we read IEir the beginning was the vordword and the wordvord was
with god and the word was god the same was in the beginning with
god all things were made by him and without him was not anything
made that was made and the word was made flesh and dwelt among
us it

the passage is simple precise and unambiguous we may reason-
ably give to the phrase in the beginning the same meaning as
attached thereto in the first line of genesis and such significa-
tion must indicate a time anteexistenceanteexistencante uponexistence the earth that the

3josephajoseph smith lectures on faith compiled by N B lundwalllundw&lltaindwallyainTAin

salt
dwall

lake city utah bookcraft 1959 p 62

joseph the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints vol II11 ed B- H roberts salt lake city utah deseret
wookpook

ands s

ranked

4judiciously

words

41

e

f
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I1
word is jesus christ who was with the father in the beginning and
who was himself invested with the powers and rank of godship and
that he came into the world and dwelt among men are definitely
affirmed5affirmed

although

5

the above statement and others which will be used in

this study by taimagetalmage represent his personal views that they are

authoritative is witnessed by the following as taken from the preface

seltseit5jamesajames

esu8 the christ

it is particularly congruous and appropriate that the church of
jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday should set forth her doctrines
concerning the messiah and his mission

the author of this volume entered upon his welcome service under
request and appointment from the presiding authorities of the
church and the completed work has been read to and is approved by
the first presidency and the council of the twelve 0

in question number six christ was represented as having

created the earth under the direction of his father it was also

implied that christ and his father were of one mind and purpose and

jesus was designated to be the one through whom the will and word of

the father was to be brought to pass upon the earth

it was further explained in questions number 13 1 and 24

that jesus christ had been the god of the old testamenttestameni and his

fathers administrator on earth during that time period

scriptural evidence supporting jesus christ as the creator of

our earth is explained by taimagetalmage in the church approved publication

jesus the christ talmagetaimagetelmage explained how in genesis a plurality of

5james E talmagetalmagitaimagehalmagi jesus the christ salt lake city utah
deseret book company 1964 p 10

bid p illiiilii

12

of jesusesusesua

se ce

14

saltlake

6ibid9

Testameni

gis
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gods is mentioned as taking part in the creation see gen 126

322 the words of moses as revealed in the pearl of great price were

also given to show christchrists role in the creation

and I1 god said unto mine only begotten which was with me fromfron
the beginning let us make man in our image after our likeness 7

talmage then summarized

As heretofore shown in another connection the father operated
in the work of creation through the son who thus became the execu-
tive through whom the will commandment or vordword of the father was
put into effect 0

talmagetaimage supports this statement by quoting hebrews 112
god who at sundry times and in divers manners spoke in time

past unto the fathers by the prophets hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his son whom he hath appointed heir of all
things by whom also he made the worlds 9

colossians ilg116116 17 and john 11311 were3 further cited as sup-

porting evidence showing that christ under the direction of the father

created the earth

joseph fielding smith the president of the church also agrees

with taimagetalmage

under the direction of his father jesus christ created this
earth bono doubt others helped him but it was jesus christ our
redeemer who under the direction of his father came down and
organized matter and made this planet 0

0

tibidbibid p 33

qabidqlbid8ibide

9lbid9

joseph fielding smithseithselth doctrines of salvation vol I1 salt
lake city utah bookcrafbbookcraft 1962 p 74

t ng 1 26

likenesst

9

talm ge

worlds9

T e

10

Tibid

ibid

lojosephpielding th
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talmages statement is nearly the same

we claim scriptural authority for the assertion that jesus
christ wasvas and is god the creator the god who revealed himself to
adam enoch and all the antediluvialante patriarchdiluvial and prophets down
to noah the god of abraham isaac and jacob the god of the
old testament record 12

this it can be seen latterdaylatter saintsday believe jesus christ

is jehovah the god of the old testament

As previously stated in this chapter christ wasvas represented in

statements number 12 and 13 as being of the same mind and will as his

father thus qualifying him to be the fathersFatbat administratorherts on earth

evidence that this is a valid latterdaylatter saintday belief comes from the

lectures aron faith which states

and he being the only begotten of the father full of grace
and truth and having overcome received a fullness of the glory
of the father possessing the same mind with the fathermather which
mind is the holy spirit that bears record of the father and the
son and these three are one or in other words these three
constitute the great matchless governing and supreme poverpowerpaverpawer
over all things by whom all things were created and made and
these three constitute the godhead and are one the father and

iilbid p 26

talmage op cit p 32320

14

that jesus christ was the god of the old testament as suggested

in the questionnaire Is further agreed upon by both talmage and presi-

dent smith president smith states

all revelation since the fall has come through jesus christ
who Is the jehovah of the old testament in all of the scriptures
where god Is mentioned and where he has appeared it wasvas jehovah
who talked with abraham with noah enoch moses and all the
prophets he is the god of israel the holy one of israel

th

isthe

was

thefather

111bid&9 po 269

12talmagetaimagetalmege12 92
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the son possessing the same mind the same wisdom glory power
and fullness 13

christ was not only depicted in the questionnaire as being of

the same mind and will as the father but in questions number 20 22

and 23 he was also shown to be the only mediator between god and man

christ was also shown in the study to take on the father role

in his relationship with man when man accepts him as the mediator

evidence for the validity of the LDS belief in this concept comes

from the 1916 first presidency and twelves doctrinal exposition

it states that

A fourth reason for applying the title father to jesus christ
is found in the fact that in all his dealings with the human family
jesus the son has represented and yet represents elohim his father
in power and authority this is true of christ in his preexistentpre
antemortal

existent
or embodiment in the flesh and during his labors as a

disembodied spirit in the realmremin of the dead and since that period
in his resurrected state iai4

it was further explained

thus the father placed his name upon the son and jesus christ
spoke and ministered in and through the fathers name and so far
as power authority and godship are concerned his words and acts
were and are those of the father 15

having discussed christs relationship to his father and his

premortalpre statusmortal a brief review of the LDS beliefs concerning

christs attributes perfections and corporeal nature will now be

presented

13smith13 lecturessmith on faith op cit p 9

tsmith lund and penrose op cit p 93

p 93

1ralm

22 49

934

lsmith15smithasmithlS15 lundmithSmith and penrose op cit 934
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in questions 19 and 25 christ and his father are said to be

two separate and distinct individuals with bodies of flesh and bone

once again quoting from the 1916 first presidency doctrinal

exposition we find the following evidence supporting the concept of

father and son being separate beings

jesus christ is the son of elohim both as spiritual and bodily
offspring that is to say elohim is literally the father of the
spirit of jesus christ and also of the body in which jesus christ
performed his mission in the flesh and which body died on the
cross and was afterwards taken up by the process of resurrection
and is novnow the immortalized tabernacle of the eternal spirit of
our lord and savior no extended explanation of the titlettltitie son
of god as applied to jesus christ appears necessary 0

the above explanation would hardly make sense unless christ and his

father are two separate individuals

in questions 5 7T 8 9 and 10 christ is said to be perfect

in each of his attributes of knowledge power justice mercy and

truth

the most valid LDS explanation of christs attributes is

found in the prophet joseph smithssmithsnith s lectures 0 faith here an attempt

to show the importance of a correct knowledge of gods attributes as a

prerequisite to having faith in him is presented in this lecture he

made the following statements about gods attributes concerning gods

knowledge we read

seeing that without the knowledge of all things god would
not be able to save any portion of his creatures for it is by
reason of the knowledge which he has of all things from the

smith lund and penrose op2pap cit

lt
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beginning to the end that enables him to give that understanding
to his creatures by which they are made partakers of eternaleterna3
lifeilfe 17

of the power of god we find

12 and it is not less necessary that men should have the idea
of the existence of the attribute power in deity for unless god
had power over all things and was able by his power to control all
things and thereby deliver his creatures who put their trust in
him from the power of all beings that might seek their destructiondestructiodestruction
whether in heaven on earth or in hell men could not be saved 10

concerning justice joseph wrote

it is also necessary in order to the exercise of faith in god
unto life and salvation that men should have the idea of the
existence of the attribute justice in him for without the idea of
the existence of the attribute justice in the deity men could not
have confidence sufficient to place themselves under his guidance
and direction

and of the attribute on mercy joseph wrote

15 and again it is equally important that men should have
the idea of the existence of the attribute mercy in the deity
but when the idea of the existence of this attribute is once
again established in the mind it gives life and energy to the
spirits of the saints believing that the mercy of god will be
poured out upon them in the midst of their afflictions and that
he will compassionate them in their sufferings and that the
mercy of god will lay hold of them 20

the last attribute the prophet joseph described was that of

truth
16 and lastly but not less important to the exercise of

faith in god is the idea of the existence of the attribute truth
in him but with the idea of the existence of this attribute

smith lectures on faith op cit p 43

ibid p 43

ibid191bid p 43

ibid 9 p 43430
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2doctrine22doctrine22 &Doctrine covenants salt lake city utah the church of
jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday 1952 section 13022

13

in the deity in the mind all the teachings instructions promises
and blessings become realities and the mind is enabled to lay
hold of them vithwith certainty and confidence believing that these
things and all that the lord has said shall be fulfilled in their
time

from these quotations it can be seen that joseph smith taught

that god is a god of justice mercy and truth possessing all poverpower

and knowledge and is perfect in each of these attributes

concerning christs corporeal nature or the physical bodily

makeupmake ofup his being the followingfolfoi wasloving represented as characteristic

of jesus in the questionnaire

1 christ has a body of flesh and bones

2 christs resurrected body of flesh and bones is not

restricted by mortal limitations of movement

3 although christs person cannot be in more than one place

at a time through the medium of his spirit he is in direct communic-

ation with all things at all times

that latterdaylatter saintsday believe jesus has a body of flesh and

bones as represented in question 21 can be seen in the church approved

doctrine & covenants which states

22 the father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as
mansmantsmangs the son also 2

21ibid

21

co unica

22

ibid9 45
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talmage also implies this and uses christchrist3christschrista appearance as a

resurrected being to the apostles as recorded in luke 2442 as an

example of christ having a body of flesh and bones in jesus the

christ we find

to further assure them that he was no shadowy form no imm-
aterial being of tenuous substance but a living personage with
bodily organs internal as well as outward he asked have ye
here any meat and did eat before them 23

As to christschrist limitations of movement and his ability to com-

municate with all things at all times as represented in questions 11

and 18 we learn the following from former church president

joseph PF smith

it is the spirit of god which proceeds through christ to the
world that enlightens every man that comes into the world and
that strives with the children of men and will continue to
strive with them until it brings them to a knowledge of the
truth and the possession of the greater light and testimony of
the holy ghost 24

thus it can be seen how christ could have a body of flesh and

bones and yet remain in constant communication with all things at all
times through his spirit

question 15 indicates that jesus christ was born into the world

the literal son of god the father and the virgin mary evidence for

this is again provided by talmage as he states

that child to be born of mary was begotten of elohim the
eternal father not in violation of natural law but in accordance

talmage op cit p 688

ajosephsjoseph24josephSJ24 Fosephjoseph smith I1 know that my redeemer lives improvement
era march 1908 vol II11 380380
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23talmage
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it states that

jesus christ is the son of elohim both as spiritual and bodily
offsprioffspring that is to say elohim is literally the father of the
spirit of jesus christ and also of the body in which jesus christ
performed his mission in the flesh and which body died on the
cross and was afterwards taken up by the process of resurrection
and is now the immortalized tabernacle of the eternal spirit of
our lord and savior no extended explanation of the title son of
god as applied to jesus christ appears necessary 2026

it can thus be seen that both the 1916 first presidency and

dr talmage taught that elohim was the literal parent of jesusjesus1jesusa earthly

body and his spiritual body

question 2 indicates that jesus christ is a provable historical

figure As to jesus christ being a real historical figure talmage

made the following statement

the principal data as to his birth life and death are so well
attested as to be reasonably indisputable they are facts of rec-
ord and are accepted as essentially authentic by the civilized
world at large 2

talmage op cit p 81

smith lund and penrose op cit p 936

talmage op cit

20

with a higher manifestation thereof and the offspring from that
association of supreme sanctity celestial sireship and pure though
mortal maternity was of right to be called the son of the
highest 25

further evidence that elohim was the literal parent of jesus

in the flesh can be found in the previouslyquotedpreviously 1916quoted first presi-

dency exposition

ng
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II11 interpretation OF QUESTIONS concerning THE
MISSION OF JESUS CHRIST OR PART B

OF THE questionnaire

because an understanding of the fall of adam and its effect upon

mankind is essential to understanding the doctrine of the atonement

the students were asked eleven questions concerning it these will

now be discussed

questions 5 and 7 suggest that adam was the first man upon the

earth and that he and eve could have livedived in eden forever evidence

for this is found in a statement signed by the first presidency co-
nsisting of joseph F smith john R winder and anthon H lund

it is held by some that adam was not the first man upon this
earth and that the original human was a development from lowerlover
orders of the animal creation these however are the theories
of men the word of the lord declares that adam was the first man
of all men moses 13 and we are therefore in duty bound to
regard him as the primal parent of our race 2

As to adam and eve potentially being able to have lived in eden

forever the following is presented from the church approved book of

mormon

22 and now behold if adam had not transgressed he would not
have fallen but he would have remained in the garden of eden and
all things which were created must have remained in the same state
in which they were after they were created and they must have
remained forever and had no end 2

questions 9 through 11 deal with adams transgression and

joseph F smithsnith john R winder and anthon H lund the
origin of manmem improvement era nov 1909 vol 1375811375

book
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resulting fall talmage in his book articles of faith clarifies these

questions question 10 implies adam was not forced by god to trans-

gress but did so of his own free will talmage agrees with this by

saying that

it is no more a part of god plan to compel men to work right-
eousness than it is his purpose to permit evil powers to force his
children into sin30sin3

question 2 states the fall caused a physical change in the

bodies of adam and eve providing the opportunity for death president

joseph fielding smith verifies this with the following statement

we are told that adam obtained his body from the dust of the
earth and that he was not subject to death is inferred in the
commandment the lord gave him that if he transgressed the divine
commandment and ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil he should surely die gen 217312lt31

the resulting changes due to the fall in the light of the

atonement were depicted in questions lu14 19 and 22 as an overall

blessing to adam and eve and a necessary step for the growth and

development of mankind evidence for this is found in former church

president john taylostaylortsbaylosTay mediationlorts and atonement in it he proclaims

if the law had not been broken man would have lived but
would man thus living have been capable of perpetuating his species
and of thus fulfilling the designs of god in preparing tabernacles
for the spirits which had been created in the spirit world32world

30james

32

E talmagetaimage articles of faith salt lake city utah
deseret news press 1899 p 5154

joseph31joseph31 fielding smith the savior and adam in the
prepro existence improvement era july 1953 vol 56503

32johnssjohnsijohn taylor the mediation and the atonement salt lakeleke city
utah stevens & wallis inc 1950 ppap 128129128 129
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president joseph fielding smith also agrees with taylor
we are also informed in the scriptures that before adam and eve

transgressed they were without children and the fall was essential
to the peopling of the earth with their offspring when the truth
in relation to the consequences of the fall were made known to
adam and eve they rejoiced and eve said were it not for our
transgression we never should have known good and evil and the joy
of our redemption and the eternal life which god giveth unto all
the obedient moses 5113351133

next to be considered in the review of literature are those

questions dealing with the need for a redeemer

questions 3 25 and 28 state that because of the fall of adam

and our own personal sins we have need for a redeemer and that without

such we would be eternally captive to physical and spiritual death

talmage explains in jesus the christ the effects of the atone-

ment on adams original sin and our own sins

through the atonement accomplished by jesus christ a redeeming
service vicariously rendered in behalf of mankind all of whom have
become estranged from god by the effects of sin both inherited and
individually incurred the way is opened for a reconciliation
whereby man may come again into communion vithwith god and be made fit
to dwell anew and forever in the presence of his eternal father
this basal thought is admirably implied in our english word

atonement which as its syllables attest is atonementat
denoting

one
reconciliation

ment
or the bringing into agreement of those

who have been estranged the effect of the atonement may be
conveniently considered as twofoldtwo

1

fold
the universal redemption of the human race from death

invoked by the fall of our first parents and

2 salvation whereby meansneans of relief from the results of
individual sin are provided34provided3provided

33joseph33

343

fieldingjoseph salthsaithsmith the savior and adam in the pre
existence improvement era july 1953 vol 5651051156510
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20 23 and 30 of sectionsectionb B cover our need for a

redeemer in light of the requirements of the laws of justice and mercy

the questions state that if a law is broken the divine law of

justice requires punishment for the act if this were not the case

life would become chaotic therefore we have need for a redeemer

because when we sin we invoke the law of justice against ourselves

putting ourselves in debt this debt can be fulfilled only when the

full price for the sin has been paid the forgiveness of sins is said

in question 30 to come through the exercise of the law of mercy

from former church president john taylor we learn how the

savior through the atonement met the demands of justice and exercised

the law of mercy taylor asks

Is justice dishonored no it is satisfied the debt is paid
Is righteousness departed from no this is a righteous act all
requirements are met Is judgment violated no its demands are
fulfilled Is mercy triumphant no she simply claims her own
justice judgment mercy and truth all harmonize as the attributes

35ralnage35t articlesartielestielese ofAr faithfalth

24

the next reason for our need for a redeemer is brought out in

question 4 it states that since no unclean thing can dwell in the

presence of god adam and eve transgression resulted in a spiritual

death or their being cut off from god presence evidence for this

belief is provided by talmage

the sentence of banishment from the presence of god was in the
nature of a spiritual death and that penalty which was visited
upon our first parents in the day of their transgression has
likewise followed as the common heritage of humanity35humanity

questions

35
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of deity justice and truth have met together righteousness and
peace have kissed each other justice and judgment triumph as veilwellweliveli
as mercy and peace all the attributes of deity harmonize in this
greatgreats grand momentous just equitable merciful and meritorious
act ad3d

talmage adds to this understanding with the following

through the mortal life and sacrificial death of our lord jesus
christ the demands of justice have been rullyfollyfully met and the way
is opened for the lawful ministration of mercy so far as the
effects of the fall are concerned3concerned37concerned

taylor

337

and talmage have provided scriptural evidence that a

redeemer vaswaswesves needed to meet the requirements of the law of justice and

exercise the law of mercy in our behalf jesus christ met those

requirements with his atoning sacrifice

the next series of questions asked the students what the savior

actually did for mankind

question 15 states that for a person to pay for our debts to

the law of justice he must not be in debt himself it was therefore

concluded that our savior must be sinless and that jesus christ was the

only one who could have met this demand

As to his sinlessness and the hereditary reasons implied in

question 18 that would make christ the only possible savior john taylor

states

and being himself without sin which no other mortal was he
took the position of savior and redeemer which by right belonged
to him as the first born and does it not seem that in having a

36 taylor 0 cit 9 ppap 171172171

37

172
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body specially prepared and being the offspring of god both on
body and spirit he stood preeminently in the position of the son
of god or in the place of god and was god and thus was the fit
and only personage capable of making an infinite atonement3

it can thus be seen our savior needed to be sinless but this

alone would not qualify him for the act

questions 24 and 29 imply that in addition to the previously

mentioned requirements our savior must also have had the power to lay

down his life or take it up again at his own discretion

president taylor confirms this with the following

one thing as we read is that the father gave him power to have
life in himself for as the father hath life in himself so hath
he given to the son to have life in himself and further he had
power when all mankind had lost their life to restore life to
them again and hence he is the resurrection and the life which
power no other man possessed

another distinction is that having this life in himself he
had power as he said to lay down his life and to take it up
again which power was also given him by the father this is also
a power which no other being associated with this earth
possesses39possesses

questions

39

33 and 37 state that physical death was brought into

the world through the fall of adam christ paid for that obligation on

the cross and thereby made the resurrection a free gift to all men

independent of any of their actions while upon this earth evidence

for this is provided again by taylor in his statement

first the resurrection the penalty of the broken law in adams
day was death and death is passed upon all the word of the

maylortaylorwaylor38 alTaylor citcitacit9
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th39atonement 3
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lord was in the day that thou eatesteanest thereof thou shaltshallshailshait surely
die the atonement made by jesus christ brought about the resur-
rection from the dead and restored life

the next question that arises is how far does this principle
extend and to whom is it applicable it extends to all the human
family to all men of every nation 4

president taylor further explained

the penalty of the transgression of the lavlaw was the death of
the body the atonement made by jesus christ resulted in the res-
urrection of the human body its scope embraces all peoples
nations and tongues 41

it therefore is apparent that president taylor taught the uni-

versal resurrection of all mankind

questions 1 and 8 further imply jesus suffering upon the cross

were entirely voluntary and that it was within his power at any time

to stop it
talmage confirms this with the following

the selfsacrificingself lifesacrificing the indescribable agony and the
voluntary death of one who had life in himself with power to halthait
its tortures at any stage and whom none could slay until he per-
mitted must have constituted compliance with the eternal iamlawlavibm of
justice

the rest of the questions of part B are concerned with what man

must do to take full advantage of christs atoning sacrifice

questions number 26 and 3 state that man must do his part in

order to receive the full benefit of the atonement talmage agrees

waylortaylormaylor40 0220920Taylor cit p 178

41 ibid s p 179

talmage the vitality of mormonism op cit p 60
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with this in the following

who shall question the justice of god which denies salvation
to all who will not comply with the prescribed conditions on which
alone it is declared obtainable christ is the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey him and god will render to every
man according to his deeds to them who by patient continuance in
well doing seek for glory and honor and immortality eternal life
but unto them that are contentious and do not obey the truth but
obey unrighteousness indignation and wrath tribulation and
anguish upon every soul of man that doethboeth evil

president john taylor gives further evidence of the validity of

LDS belief in this concept in this summary

hence through his atonement believers in christ and those
who obey his law partake of his glory and exaltation and are
inheritors of the godhead whilst those who do not obey his law
although resurrected cannot inherit this exaltation they are
raised from the dead but cannot inherit a celestial glory without
being obedient to a celestial law

questions 12 21 26 and 27 further explain what the celestial
laws are which man must follow in order to obtain the full effects of

the atonement

the questions mention faith repentance baptism by immersion

for the remission of sins and the laying on of hands for the gift of

the holy ghost as being necessary for salvation

president taylor stresses the importance of faith with the

following

the conditions required of the human family to enable them to
obtain the high exaltation which the atonement makes it possible
for them to receive are first faith in god as our father and
the great supreme ruler of the universe and in his son jesus
christ 45

p 26
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the principles of repentance and baptism were next emphasized

by president taylor

the second principle of the gospel of salvation is repentance
it is a sincere and godly sorrow for and a forsaking of sin com-
bined with full purpose of heart to keep gods commandments
thirdly baptism for the remission of sins of our personal
transgressionstransgress which through this means provided by divine
mercy are by the reason of the atonement blotted out 40

the final condition to be met in order to receive the full

benefits of the atonement mentioned by president taylor was the gift

of the holy ghost

next the reception of the holy ghost through the laying on of
hands of those who have received the holy priesthood and are duly
authorized ordained and empowered to impart this blessing 4

talmage agrees with taylor as to what conditions must be met

for man to receive his salvation

the second effect of the atonement makes salvation possible to
all men through obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel
and of these the following are fundamental
1 faith in the lord jesus christ 2 repentance 3 baptism by
immersion for the remission ofaf sins 4 laying on of hands for
the gift of the holy ghost 40

As to the status of children and what they must do to gain sal-

vation question 35 states that christs atonement automatically covers

small children until they reach the age of accountability evidence

for this is provided by taylor in his statement that

without adams transgression those children could not have
existed through the atonement they are placed in a state of sal-
vation without any act of their own 4

taylor46
ohi92Taylor cit 9 p 182 ibid p 182

wainagetalmage vitalityvitalvitai of mormonism p 59 taylor p 1480148
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percent 19.5195 8.585 17 13 2

it would appear that only 19.5195 of the total 68 correct

85485
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CHAPTER 111IIIlii

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

chapter 111IIIililii contains five sections section one shows student

response to individual questions concerning the nature of christ the

manner in which these questions have been analyzed is described in the

processes of inferences section of chapter I1 on page 6

section two analyzes student response to groups of similar

questions concerning the nature of christ section three shows student

response to individual questions concerning the mission of christ

section four shows student response to groups of similar questions

concerning the mission of christ section five contains a summary of

the important findings of the previous four sections

I1 STUDENT RESPONSE TO individual QUESTIONS concerning
THE NATURE OF CHRIST

statement one while yet in his premortalpre statemortal jesus obtained that
pinnacle of intelligence which ranked him as a god as
the lord omnipotent

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 136 68

breakdown

areeagree

of

uncertain

responses

disagree
strongly

disagree
strongly

number
arreeagree

39 97 3 2634
195

195

48548.5
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responses felt sure enough of their understanding of this concept to

strongly agree the other 48548.5 agreed but it would appear were not

as positive since only 68 of the students responded correctly to this

statement it does not meet the predetermined standard of 75 and thus

indicates a student lack of understanding of this principle

statement two christs existence as a historical figure is unproven
as the historians of his time wrote nothing about him

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 174 87OTC

breakdown

agreeagre

of

uncertain

responses

disagree
strongly

disagree
strongly

number 127
agree

3
percent

7T
1.515

1
3.535

ST

8 23.5235 63.5635

since 17 8750 correct responses is well above the 150 75

standard it appears the graduates have a good understanding of this
concept

statement three As the firstborn spirit offspring of god the father
christ is literally our eldest brother

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 17717itt 88.5885

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree arreeagreeagrearre uncertain disagree disagreedis

number
ree

110 67 13 S6 4
percent 55 33.5335 6.565 3 2

the graduates displayed a good understanding of this principle

as 110 55 strongly11strongly agree with another at676t 33 agreeing it

it
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percent 401I 6.565 17.5175 35 0

to this false statement 80 40 strongly agreed with TO70 35

showing less conviction but correctly disagreeing totaling 150 or

exactly 75 responding correctly A comparatively large number were

uncertain as 35 17517.5 responded in this manner fifteen 7.575
answered incorrectly

32

totaling 177 or 88.5885 that responded correctly

statement four in the premortalpre existencemortal christ was chosen and
ordained to be a god and the creator redeemer and
savior of the world

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 182 91

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
ameeagree arreeagreemre uncertain disagree pi lagreesagree

number 103 79 7 10 1
percent 51.5515 39.5395 3.535 5 .0505

student correct response was again high as 182 91 answered

either strongly agree or agree ninetyoneninety percentone far surpasses the

75 standard indicating good comprehensioncmprehensionprehension

statement five christ could not know all things pertaining to masmans
salvation

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 150 75

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number 2 13 35 70

dis ree

to dis

TO

cm
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515 395 35 05

nas

65 175

175 75



33

student understanding of this principle meets the minimum

standard of 75 and would indicate a marginal understanding of this
concept

statement six under the direction of the father christ created this
earth

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 181 9053090.530

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagreenetehete agree uncertain disagree disagreedis

number
neeegeee

119 62 3 12 4
percent 59.5595 31 1.515 6 2

A correct response of strongly agree or agree was given by

90.5905 of the students indicating a good understanding

statement seven christ has all power under the law and exercises
complete faith in his power

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 173 86.5865

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree arreeagreehee uncertain disagree disagree

number 9 79 23 0
percent 47 39.5395 11.5115 2 0

to this correct statement 86.5865 gave one of the two correct

answers again indicating adequate understanding

statement eight christ is perfect in each of his attributes his
knowledge power justice mercy and truth are
perfect
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correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 162 8l0810

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagree asreeagree uncertain disagree disagree

number 106 5 22 10 6
percent 53 28 11 5 3

eightyoneeighty percentone of the students responded correctly to this

true statement indicating adequate understanding of the saviors sin-

less state

statement tenIenmen christ is a god of justice mercy and truth

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 191 955

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagree agree uncertain disagreedisftee disagree

number 130 bl61 5 0
percent 65 30.5305 2.525 2 0
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correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 187 9 550.550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number
ae&e
119ilg 668 10 3 0

percent 59.5595 34 5 1.515 0

to this correct statement 187 of the 200 students or 9.59594594.5

responded correctly thus indicating a good understanding of the per-

fection of christs attributes

statement nine christ is perfect and free from sin and error

A a

81

eeASiee disa eegr

statementien

e
h

550

595 15

95

305 25

945

945

pee

94594.5



35

sixtyfivesixty percentfive of the students correctly responded with

strongly agree followed by another 30.5305 also correctly answering

but showing less conviction by marking agree the total 95.5955

would indicate high student understanding

statement eleven although christs person cannot be in more than one
place at a time through the medium of his spirit
he is in direct communication with all things at
all times

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 169 8u50
breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number 9 75 I1 11 4
percent UT47 37.5375 8 5.555 2

eightyfoureighty percentfour of the students responded with one of the

two correct answers indicating they understood the manner in which

christ is in communication with all things

statement twelve christ and his father are not necessarily one in
purpose

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 143 71.5715

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number 3 I1 33 W 101
percent 4 8 16516516.5 21 50.5505

to this incorrect statement we find only 50.5505 responding with

certainty and strongly disagreeing another 21 correctly disagreed

94 16

a 16 42

305

955

375 55

715

505

505

84584584.5
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totaling 71.5715 who responded correctly this would indicate a lack

of understanding concerning the unity of christ and his father

statement thirteen because christ was the creator of the world he
was designated to be the one through whom the
will and word of the father was to be brought to
pass here upon the earth

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 156 78

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number 72 8584 32
42

10
16 5 1

to this true statement 156 78 correct answers were received

statement 24 however was designed as a cross check for this concept

it states just the opposite of statement 13 saying that god the father

created the earth and is directly responsible for the affairs of the

kingdom here only 55s of the students correctly respondedtoresponded to this

statement indicating their understanding of statement 13 probably is

not as good as the jq78 correct response appears to indicate

statement fourteen jesus christ not only created the earth but is
the god of the old testament who spoke to the
prophets

2
percent 36

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 133 66.5665

adi s 2jlree

des 1i gnedened

55
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breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagree arreeagreeagrearre uncertain disagree disagree

number
arragr

72 61 sf46 14 7
percent 36 30.5305 23 7 3.535

one of the main themes of the seminary old testament outline is

that jesus christ is the god of the old testament many lessons are

designed to bring this point out yet only 72 36 strongly agreed

that christ is the god of the old testament another 61 or 30.5305

agreed that he was and 46 23 verewere uncertain the other 10.5105

answered incorrectly As 665665566.5566.5 correct answers falls short of the

required 75 it would appear the students did not understand this

concept as well as most ot the others

statement fifteen jesus christ was born into the world the literal
son of god the father and the virgin mary

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 172 88.5885

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number 115 62 9 7 7
percent 57.5575 31 454.5 3.535 3.535

to this correct statement 88.5885 172 responded strongly

agree or agree thus indicating adequate understanding

statement sixteen from the book of mormon account of jesusjesus1jesusa appear-
ance before the brother of jared we learn that man
was created after christchrists own image after the
body of his spirit

correct response strongly agree or agree

00 ree
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total correct responses 146 73

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number 66 80 28 20 6
percent 33 uo40 14 10 3

As 33 66 strongly agreed and 40 80 agreed the total

correct answers were only 73 16146 this falls slightly below the

predetermined standard of 75 and would indicate inadequate under-

standing of this lesson learned from the book of mormon however the

students had learned this concept three years earlier in the ninth

grade and had received no further reinforcement from the courses of

study in the following two years

statement seventeen there were no events in the early life of christ
that indicate he was the son of god

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 168 84

breakdown of responses

strongly stronglystrong
agree arreeagreeaffrearfre uncertain disagree disagree

number 979
percent 8.58548548.5

8

454.5

the

15
U4

new

71
7.575

testament

35.5355

lesson plan points out therthere are many events

in the early life of christ that indicate he was the son of god the

students indicated they adequately learned this concept as 84 l68olg168

answered correctly

statement eighteen christchrists resurrected body is not restricted by
mortal limitations of movement 11

168

ei een

eare

75 35545
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correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 139 69569

breakdown

5

of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number 70 69 47 8 6
percent 35 3.53534534.5 23.5235 4 3

As only 69.5695 139 of the students responded correctly it would

appear they are unsure of the capabilities of christs resurrected body

there were only 7 lu14 who incorrectly responded but a larger number

than usual 47 23.5235 responded that they were uncertain

statement nineteen god the father and christ are two separate
individuals 11

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 196 9850

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree arreeagreenuee uncertain disagreeDisSdise disagreegree

number 161igligi 35 3 1 0
percent 80580.5 17517.5175 1.5155 .0505 0

A majority of 805q0580.5 igl161igitigcig161 showedshavedshoved conviction in their response

by strongly agreeing with the correct statement another 35 17550

correctly agreed totaling 98 196 correct answers it would appear

this point was well learned by the graduates

statement twentytwebe we should consider the savior in his true role of a
father as well as that of a brother

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 19149 7155074574.5
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breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree arreeagreemre uncertain disagree disagree

number 65646 854 31 15 5
percent 32 42542.5 15.5155 7.575 2.525

in determining if the students had comprehended the saviors

relationship of a father role to them also 32 64 answered strongly

agree another 42542.5 85 showed less conviction but still answered

correctly totaling 74574.5 cik149olk149 right responses although 74574.5 would

indicate a near satisfactory student understanding when compared with

question twentytwotwenty whichtwo also speaks of the savior and his father role

it becomes apparent their understanding may not be as high as question

twenty would seem to indicate only 44544.5 correctly responded to

question twenty two

statement twentytweak one jesus does not have a resurrected body of flesh
and bones

lagreesagree

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 173 86.5865

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagreeaareeaadree agree uncertain dimreedisagreedemree disagree

number 9 7 11 43 130
percent 454.5 3.535 5.555 21.5215 65

correct student response to this question concerning the state of

christ resurrected body totaled 173 or 86.5865 indicating an adequate

knowledge

di
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statement twenty two As a representative of the father christ
should take on the father role in his relation-
ship with him when man accepts him as the
mediator

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 89 550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree arreeagreeagrearre uncertain disagreeDis disagreedisoogrLagree

number 22 bab767 72 29 10
percent 11 33.5335 36 14514.5 5

this statement is a quote from lesson 28 of the new testament

course outline taught in the third year of seminary it represents one

of the concepts the students were to understand at the end of the les-

son As only hk445 responded correctly it would appear this point was

not clear to the graduates and their understanding of it unsatisfactory

statement twentythreetwenty jesusthreehreeahree christ is the mediator between god the
father and man

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 161igl 8055080.550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number 60 101 24 12 3
percent 30 50.5505 12 6 1.515

it would appear student understanding of christ as our mediator

was satisfactory as 80.5805 responded with one of the two correct answers

statement twentyfourtwenty Asfour god the father created this earth he is
directly responsible for the affairs of the
kingdom here

twe

tvo
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correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 191 9555095.550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagree arreeagreemre uncertain disagree disagreedis

number
e

0 2 7 31 looibo
percent 0 1 3.535305 15.5155 80

statement twentyfivetwenty was designed as a check 6nan statement nine-

teen it is the same question only stated negatively on statement

nineteen 98 responded correctly whereas in twentyfivetwenty 95five answeredansvered

42

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct response 110 5550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree arreeagree uncertain disagree disagree

number 34lg18 32 0 76 atyt
percent 9 16 20 38 17

the purpose of this question was to see if the students under-

stood that christ under the direction of the father created the earth

and is responsible to the father for the affairs of the kingdom here

it was designed as a cross check to statement 13 as previously indi-

cated here the concept is placed in its negative incorrect form and

only 55 correctly saw this seventyeightseventy percenteight correctly responded

when the concept was stated in its true form in statement 13 the two

questions when considered together would indicate student understanding

of this principle is probably unsatisfactory

statement twentyfivetwentyfivestwenty fivefives god the father and jesus christ are one and the
sameamesaneane individual

55

ree
40

dismree
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s indiadividual

9505
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correctly the check would indicate the two questions are valid and

that student understanding of this concept of the godhead is excellent

II11 STUDENT RESPONSE TO GROUPS OF SIMILARSIMIIAR QUESTIONS
concerning THE NATURE OF CHRIST

in the preceding portion of this chapter each question con-

cerning the nature of christ was individually examined and evaluated

many of these questions were similar in that they discussed the same

general concept these related questions are now grouped together so

as to be able to evaluate the overall concept discussed

the first general concept consists of six questions dealing

with christs corporeal nature or the physicalphysicals bodily makeupmake ofup his

being table number two lists these questions in order of student

comprehension and shows the combined percentages of all questions

equaling 87.0387038703 this would indicate adequate student understanding

concept number two as shown on table number three consists of

five questions dealing with jesus christs attributes As the average

of the five questions when considered together came to 86.508650 it
would indicate good student comprehension

concept number three consists of four questions which deal

with christs role in the creation of the earth these questions are

listed on table number four As the four questions considered together

averaged 8012601260.1280.12 correct responses it would appear that student compr-

ehension of this concept was adequate

quest
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TABLE II11

statements concerning CHRISTS CORPOREALCORPORRAT NATURE

state combined
ment percent percent

number statement correct correct

19 god the father and christ are twotvo separate WQ96096.0
individual

25 god the father and jesus christ are one and 955955595.5595.5
the same individual

15 jesus christ was born into the world the 88.5885
literal son of god the father and the
virgin mary

21 jesus does not have a resurrected body of 86.5865
flesh and bones

18 christs resurrected body is not restricted 690
by mortal limitations of movement

870387.03

885

865

960

955
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TABLE III111ili
statements concerning CHRISTS attributes

state combined
ment percent percent

number statement correct correct

10 christ is a god of justice mercy and 9555s
truth

8 christ is perfect in each of his attributes 9 c

his knowledge power justice mercy and
truth are perfect

7T christ has all power under the law and 8658655686.55686.5
exercises complete faith in his power

9 christ is perfect and free from sin and 81oql0
error

5 christ could not know all things per 750
tainingbaining to mans salvation

865865k86.5
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TABLE IV

statements concerning CHRISTS ROLE IN THE CREATION OF THE EARTH

state-
ment

number statement

combined
percent percent
correct correct

in the premortalpre existencemortal christ was 91.0910
chosen and ordained to be a god and the
creator redeemer and savior of the world

6 under the direction of the father christ 90.5905
created this earth

16 from the book of mormon account of jesus 73.0730
appearance before the brother of jared we

learn that man was created after christs
own image after the body of his spirit

lu14 jesus christ not only created the earth 66.0660
but is the god of the old testament who
spoke to the prophets

801280.128012

concept number four concerns those questions dealing with the

preexistentpre godhoodexistent status and the foreordination of christ part A

of the questionnaire contained two questions which dealt with this con-

cept when averaged together they totaled 7950 correct responses

this would indicate an adequate understanding

the fifth general concept concerning the nature of christ deals

with the relationship between jesus christ and his father this con-

cept is made from seven separate questions showing the relationship

4

905

730

660
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TABLE V

statements concerning THE preexistentPRE GODHOODEXISTENTEXISTER STATUS
AND foreordination OF CHRIST

state-
ment

number

combined
percent percent
correct correctstatement

in the premortalpre existencemortal christ was 91.0910
chosen and ordained to be a god and the
creator redeemer and savior of the world

while yet in his premortalpre statemortal jesus 68
obtained that pinnacle of intelligence
which ranked him as a god as the lord
omnipotent

79.5795

between the father and his son the questions ranged from a lovlowiov of

44544.5 correct responses to a high of 80 their average was only 68.576857

and would indicate student understanding of this concept is inadequate

111IIIlillii STUDENT RESPONSE TO individualINDIVOUAL QUESTIONS
concerning THE MISSION OF CHRIST

statement one christs suffering on the cross and atoning sacrifice
verewere entirely voluntary

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 170 83

4

1

910

795

445
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TABLE VI

statements concerning THE relationship BETWEENBETW THE FATHER AND THE SON

state-
ment

number statement
percent
correct

combined
percent
correct

23 jesus christ is the mediator between god 805805580.5580.5
the father and man

13 because christ was the creator of the
world he was designated to be the one
through whom the will and word of the
father was to be brought to pass here
upon the earth

78078.0

12 christ and his father are not necessarily 71.5715
one in purpose

ik14 jesus christ not only created the earth 66066.0
but is the god of the old testament who
spoke to the prophets

24 As god the father created this earth he 550
is directly responsible for the affairs
of the kingdom here

22 As a representative of the father christ 44544.5
should take on the father role in his rela-
tionship with man when man accepts him as
the mediator

68566566.568.5
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660

tionship

715

445

805



correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 186 93

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagreeagraydra arreeagreeagre uncertain disagree disagree

number
ee

114 72 68 474 2
percent 57 36 4 2 1

ninetythreeninety percentthree correct response would indicate the

graduating students had a good understanding of the physical changes

that took place in adam and eves bodies as a result of the fall

statement three because of the fall of adam and my own personal sins
I1 have need of a redeemer

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 172 86

breakdown

arreeagreearneeneveehevee

of

uncertain

responses

disagree
strongly

disagree
7T

strongly

number 11
arreeagree

117lit 55 10
percent 58.5585 27.5275 5 3.535 5.555

As eightysixeighty percentsix correct response exceeds the minimumminininimuth

49

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree arreeagree uncertain disagree disagree

number 117 53 12 19 3
percent 56.5565 26.5265 6 9.595 1.515

from the foregoing figures it would appear student understanding

of this concept was satisfactory

statement two the fall caused a physical change in the bodies of
adam and eve providing the opportunity for death

dis ree

own

565 265 95 15

585 275 35 55
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requirement for adequate understanding it would appear the students

understand this concept questions number twentyfivetwenty fiveofiveodive and twenty

eight also discuss our need for a savior As question twentyfivetwenty hadfive

82 correct answers and question twentyeighttwenty hadeight 87s it would the

three together indicate that the students understood why we need a

redeemer

statement four As no unclean thing can dwell in the presence of
god adam and eves transgression resulted in
spiritual death or their being cut off from gods
presence it

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 132 66

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number 67 65 2 25 19
percent 33.5335 32.5325 12 12.5125 9.595

sixtysixsixty percentsix correct response indicated the students may

not have had a clear understanding of adams fall and his resulting

spiritual death

statement five adam a child of god was the first man upon the earth
and was placed in the garden of eden

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 195 9755097.550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagreeuree digaarreeagreeagreferebeze euncertain edisagree disagree

numbermumber 122 73 54 0 1
percent 61 36.5365 2 0 0.505

87

god I1 s
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the existence of adam as a historical figure and his placement

in the garden of eden may be a controversial point with much of the

world today but 97.5975 of the seminary graduates agreed with the

churchs teachings

statement six the fall of adam was a tragic event in the earths
history and not only caused harm to adam but to the
whole human race

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 155 77.5775

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree abreeapreeagree uncertain disagree disagreeDi

number
aggree

15 is IS16 55 100
percent 7.575 7 8 27.5275 50

question six stated the fall of adam was a tragedy and only

77.5775 of the students correctly disagreed question nineteen stated

the direct opposite in that the fall of adam was a blessing when con-

sidered in light of the atonement ninetyfiveninety percentfive correctly

responded to that question it would therefore appear that student

understanding of the fall as a blessing is better than question six

alone would indicate and the question itself may have been confusing

statement seven adam was given eve for a companion and the tvotwokwo of
them could have lived in eden forever

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 168 84
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breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagreeagremaarem arreeagreeagrearre uncertain disagree disagree

number 82 86 10 16 b6
percent 1141 43 5 8 3

eightyfoureighty percentfour would indicate an adequate understanding of

this concept

statement eight christ was not capable of calling upon legions of
angels to free him from the roman executioners and
thereby avoid being crucified

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 176 88.5885

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number 0 6 17 5060 117
percent 0 3 8.585 30 58.5585

it would appear the students understood the saviors sacrifice

vaswas entirely voluntary

statement nine the transgression of adam and eve brought about the
fall 11

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 175 8755087.550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agreebluee arreeagreeagrearre uncertain disagree disagree

number 71 104 23 2 0
percent 35.5355 52 11.5115 1 0

once again the students appear to be in harmony with the

church teachings concerning the fall as a strong majority answered

0

885

85 585

355 115
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correctly

statement ten god actually forced adam and eve to partake of the
forbidden fruitfruiarui

correct responses strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 179 8955089.55089589.589550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
areeagreeberee arreeagreeagre uncertain disagree disagree

number 2 5 I1 69 110
percent 1 2.525 7 34534.5 55

from the number of correct responses it would appear the stu-

dents understood that the free agency of man began with adam and no one

forced him to sin

statement eleven by disobeying god adam and eve introduced trans-
gression into the world

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 177 88.5885

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agreejeee uncertain

nimbernumber
disagree

58
disagree

119ilg I1 5 0
percent 29 59.5595 9 2.525 0

that adam and eve introduced transgression into the world was

agreed upon by a strong majority of the graduates

statement twelve for forgiveness of sins a person must only confess
that he believes in christ

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 184 92

t
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correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 160igo QO80

breakdown

arreeagreehee

of

uncertain

responses

disagree
strongly

disagree
strongly

number
arreeagree

72 88 28 7 5
percent 36 kh44 lu14 3.535

disn&i

2.525
from question thirteen it would appear the students had an ade-

quate understanding of the law of justice questions twentythreetwenty andthree

twentyeighttwenty alsoeight refer to the law of justice student response to both

of these questions also would indicate an adequate understanding of the

lawlav of justice and its pirtp&rtp&ft in the atonement

54

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagree hereagreeagre uncertain disagree disagree

number 2 7 7 58 116ITSilg
percent 1 3.535 3.535 34 58

statement twentyseventwenty statesseven a person must have faith and

repent in order to receive forgiveness of sins ninetysevenninety percentseven

correctly responded to that question from questions twelve and twenty

seven it can be seen the students agreed by a strong majority that

christ does not automatically forgive all sins man must also put

forth an effortef

statement

rolotfolot

thirteen the divine law of justice states that if a law is
broken or kept then a punishment or blessing will
follow

ree& dis ree
6

ee

35 35

35 25



statement fourteen the fall provided a means for men to be born
which is another important step in our eternal
progression

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 189 94594.5

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree arreagreeagre uncertain disagree disagree

number 120 bab969 10 0 1
percent 60 34534.5 5 0 0.505

it would appear the students understood the relationship

between the fall and adam and eves ability to have children

statement fifteen in order for a person to pay for our debts to the
law of justice he must not be in debt himself
therefore our redeemer must have been sinless

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 153 7655076.550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree arreeagreeagrearre uncertain disagree disagree

number 84 69 4040 5 2
percent 42 34534.5 20 2.525 1

seventysixseventy percentsix correct student response would indicate a

marginal understanding of this concept question number 18 also refers

to the savior as being the only individual capable of accomplishing the

atonement however only 55 responded correctly to this question

when the two questions ereare considered together their combined correct

responses total 65 which would indicate an inadequate understanding

of this principle
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statement sixteen the holy ghost is given to us to help us gain full
advantage of the love and atonement of christ

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 169 8455084.550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agree uncertain disagree disagreeDisS

number
gree

rs 93 22 9 0
percent 38 46546.5 11 5 0

A favorable majority responded correctly thus indicating the

students understood the holy ghost is necessary to fully understand the

atonement

statement seventeenseventebevente As all men have sinned adam is not solely
responsible for our separation from god weve thus
bring upon ourselves spiritual death

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 139 6955069.550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree areeaarelaerel uncertain disagree disagree

number 62 TT77 29 19 13
percent 31 38.5385 1.51514514.5 9.595 6.565

As only 695 responded correctly it is doubtful the students

comprehended adequately what spiritual death entails

statement eighteen any person who was sinless could have made the
atoning sacrifice for us

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 110 5550

ei hteeneteen

55

385 95 65
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breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree arreeagreeawes uncertain disagree disagree

number 9 23 58 58 52
percent 45 11.5115 29 29 26

statement 18 is the same question basically as number 15 only

staged negatively seventysixseventy percentsix responded correctly to question

15 and only 55s to question 18 this would indicate the students did

not adequately understand the saviorsaviors unique position as the first
born of god in the proexistencepreexistenceprepro andexistence also the fatherfathers literal off-

spring in the flesh thereby making him the only possible candidate

to accomplish the atonement

statement nineteen the fall considered in light of the atonement
was a blessing and a necessary step for the growth
and development of mankind

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 190 95

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagreetreewree arreeagree uncertain disagree disagree

number 100 90 9 1 0
percent 50 45 454.5 0.505 0

ninetyfiveninety percentfive would indicate a good understanding of

this principle

statement twenty if there were not some divine law that required
retribution for transgression life would become
chaotichaotilchaotecha 11otieotilotle

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 146 73

di snlree
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breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagreeartee arreeagree uncertain disagree disagree

number 53 93 46 5 3
percent 26.5265 6.56546546.5 23 2.525 1.515

As only 73 of the students responded correctly it would appear

either student understanding of this concept is marginal or the question

itself was somewhat confusing to them

statement twenty one baptism is not necessary to receive the full
effects of the atonement

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 166 83

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagreeazee agree uncertain disagree disagree

sl61number 1056
percent

11
3

17
5.555 8.585 30.5305 52.5525

it would appear the students understood that baptism is neces-

sary to receive the full effects of the atonement

statement twenty twotvoluobuotuo the tree of knowledge of good and evil revealed
to those who ate its fruits secrets of which
they had better have remained ignorant

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 106 5350

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agree

14
uncertain dimedisagreedimm disagree

number th 32 R46 73 34
percent 7 16 23 36.5365 17

the implication of this question is that adam and eve would

53

e disanreemee
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265 65 25 15

55 85 305 525
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have been better off never having partaken of the forbidden fruit of

the tree of knowledge of good and evil As the partaking of the fruit
against gods command constituted the fall it would mean that if one

were to agree with this question then it would also have to be said

that the fall itself should never have happened yet in question 18

95 of the students agreed that the fall when considered in light of

the atonement was a blessing this would indicate they did not under-

stand question 22 and their comprehension of this concept may be better

than the 53 would indicate

statement twenty three we have need for a redeemer because when we

sin we invoke the lawlav of justice against our-
selves putting ourselves in debt this debt
can be fulfilled only when the full price for
the sin has been paid

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 165 8255082.550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agree uncertain disagree disagree

08number 4
dis

percent

ee

23.5235
4

59 11.5115 4 2

eightytwoeighty percenttwo would indicate an acceptable understanding

of the law of justice and its relation to the atonement question 13

also deals with this concept and the students 80 correct response to

that question would furtherfurth indicate this contemptconbeptcontept was understood

adequately

47 118 23

er

235 115
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statement twenty four christ receivreceivedreceive the power to lay down his
life or take it up again at his own discretion
fron god his father

I1

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 152 76

breakdown

arreeagreeagrearre

of

uncertain
8586

responses

disagree
3534

43

strongly
disagree

12

strongly

number 2
agree

bs
percent 33 4 3 17 6 1

As 17 of the students responded with uncertain and only J

correctly answered the question it would appear the understanding of

christs powers and where he received them may have been marginal

statement twentyfivetwenty withoutfive christchrists atoning sacrifice all mankind
would have been hopelessly and eternally cap-
tive to physical and spiritual death

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 164 6282

breakdown

A

of

e

responses

4

strongly strongly
agree arreeagree uncertain disagree disagree

number 80 85 26 8 2
percent uo40 42 13 U4 1

eightytwoeighty percenttwo would indicate good student understanding of

the importance of christs atoning sacrifice

statement twenty six christ determines when a person can receive
benefits from this atonement and he makes that
determination on the basis of the degree of
repentance achieved by each individual

correct response strongly agree or agree

edthe

di sl&ree

ir AW

7070

Is

olete nation



geee9eeeemeeamee disagree
number 95 100 5 0 0
percent 47547.5 50 2.525 0 0

from the 975s correct response it would appear the students

understood the importance of faith and repentance in their relationship

to the atonement

statement twenty eight As we have all sinned we are permanently
indebted to the law of justice and will per-
manently be separated from god

9555095520

15145

61

total correct responses 106 53

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagree arreeagree uncertain disagree disagree

number 30 76 62 29 3
percent 15 38 31 1.51514514.5 1.515

statements 31 32 and 3 are all similar to question 26 in that

they imply that the full benefits from the saviors atoning sacrifice

are conditional to our obedience student response to all four que-

stions averaged only 60 correct answers thus indicating poor compr-

ehension of this concept

statement twenty seven to receive the full benefits of the atonement
we need to have faith and repent

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 195 9555095.550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagreehetehate agree uncertain disagree

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 17 4 67

Aieeejeeeleee ree

34

dis

9t5

manent ly

15

475 25

955

975

174

95595.5



thithl

ar&re

62

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree arreeagree uncertain disagreeDisa disagreediyadiragreegEee

number
ree

2
I1

7 ST6717 107
&

percent 1 3.535 8.585 33533 53.55355

it would appear from the percentage of correct answers that the

students understood this concept

statement twenty ninsnine christ had a mortal mother and thus inherited
the capacity to die from her

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 157 6855068.550

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agreehweeywee uncertain disagree disagree

number 55 85 30 23 10
percent 27 42542.5 15 11.5115 5

it would appear the students were unsure of the physical herit-

able characteristics of the savior and how he could have the power to

live or die in the flesh according to his will statement 24 also

speaks of this ability and where it came from only 74 correctly

responded to that question

statement thirty the forgiveness of sins comes through the exercise
of the law of mercy

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 151154 775077

Disgeeemeee

35 85 535

425 115

7720

68568568.568550



thithl e christchrists atonement is reserved only for those who
are willing to demonstrate that they are willing
to keep the gospel covenant 1

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 105 52.5525

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
areeagreehdreebezee adeagreeaoearree uncertain disagree disagree

number 37

6950695

63

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree arreeagreeagrearre uncertain disagree disagree

number ks48 106 37 9 0
percent 24 53 18.5185 5.5 0

the response to this question would indicate their under-

standing of the lawlav of mercy was marginal

statement thirtyonethirtyone

68 2 RT47 20
percent 18.5185 34 lu14 23.5235 10

when this question is considered with questions number 26 32

and 3 which also imply that man must do his part in order to receive

the full benefits of the atonement it becomes obvious the students

were uncertain of this concept as the four questions averaged only 60

correct responses

statement thirbythirty twolwo christ has paid the law of justice for us by his
atoning sacrifice and he automatically pays for
all our sins

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 139 695069.50

responsesanses

28

34

0

185

525

185 235

45454.5

69569.5



correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 122 6161

breakdown

geeeapree&eee

of

uncertain
73

responses

disagree
13

strongly
disagree

20

strongly

number 15
arreeagreeureegree

49
percent 24524.5 36.5365 21.5215 10 7.575t5T

question

5

33 again indicates that the students had a poor under-

standing of whatwhalvhal the saviors atoning sacrifice did for us as only 61

correctly responded

statement thirty rourefourfouredourrourdoure christ desires us to show personal respons-
ibility in living the gospel and then he will
see that we are forgiven our sins

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 129 645645s64.5

64

breakdownbremyBreaY ofdown responses

strongly strongly
jereeagreearree agree uncertain disagree disagree

80number
4040

7T
29.5295

31

statement

23

32

0

incorrectly

59

states

percent

that

3.535

christs

155

atoning

11.5115

sacrifice

automatically pays for all sins as was implied earlier in questions

26 31 and 34 we must also do our part sixtyninesixty percentnine correct

response on this question and only 60 average of all four questions

would again indicate poor comprehension

statement thirty three the fall of adam brought physical death into
the world christ paid for that obligation
on the cross

3

perso

35 295

245 365 215 75

645



6566 at979t IS16 20 1
percent 33 8.585 8 10 0.505

esiesl

85485

aaa& e

65

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree amreeagreeagre uncertain disagree disagree

number 43 8586 5422 25 4
percent 22.5225 3 21 12.5125 2

statement 3 like questions 26 31 and 32 indicates the students

did not adequately comprehend our responsibility to live the gospel in

order to have our sins forgiven

statement thirty7fivethirty christsfive atonement automatically covers small
children until they reach the age of
accountability

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 175 87587.5

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number 82 93 16 6 3
percent 41 46546.5 8 3 1.515

student response would indicate an adequate understanding of

christs atonement and its relationship to children

statement thitthirty xax1

correct response strongly agree or agree

total correct responses 162 8181

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
agree agree uncertain disagree disagree

number

disaee
43

34

e

ad

six christ became our redeemer when he made the
atoning sacrifice to pay for our sins and those
of adam

Z si

225 125

875

465 15

0548548.5



Oponaronvronses

66

it would appear student understanding of this concept is

adequavadequate

statement thirty seven only those men who repent and live worthily
will be resurrected

correct response strongly disagree or disagree

total correct responses 129 64564.5

breakdown of responses

strongly strongly
arreeagree agreeA uncertain disagree disagreedisa

number
e

20
kregre
2 7 31 118

percent 10 12 3.535 15515.5 59

student understanding that christ atonement made it possible

for all to be resurrected appears to be marginal with 64564.5 responding

correctly

IV STUDENT RESPONSE TO GROUPS OF SIMILAR QUESTIONS
concerning THE MISSION OF CHRIST

As was done with those questions concerning the nature of

christ related questions are now grouped together into concepts con-

cerning the mission of christ

the first group of similar questions to be considered are those

concerning the circumstances and setting in the garden of eden which

led to the fall the combined correct student response to these three

questions totaled 903339033390.333 thus indicating good comprehension the

questions are listed in table number seven

the second group of similar questions depicted the fall as a

blessing which provided opportunities for man which would have otherwise

re oponses

24
15 5

Is

903390 33

35 155

645

645



O0TATEMENTSoTATE concerningMENTS THE circumstances AND SETTING IN THE
GARDEN OF EDEN WHICH LED TO THE FALL

state
ment

number statement

combined
percent percent
correct correct

adam a child of god was the first man upon 97597.5
the earth and was placed in the garden of
eden

10 god actually forced adam and eve to partake 89.5895
of the forbidden fruit

7 adam was given eve for a companion and the 84oqk0
of them could have lived in eden forever

90.339033

been impossible the four similar questions totaled 897589.75 correct

responses this would indicate good comprehension table number eight

shows which statements comprised this group

statements 1 and 8 of part B of the questionnaire both suggest

christs suffering and atoning sacrifice were voluntary As their com-

bined correct responses totaled 857585.758575 it would appear the students

understood this concept

the fourth concept concerns the effect of christs atonement

upon mankind five questionsquertions ranging from a low of 61 to a high of

8t5875s comprehension make the overall concept the combined statements

averaged 78.207820 comprehension indicating adequate understanding

I1

67

TABLE VII

S ING

5

840

comprehensionindicating

quert ionslons

975

895

875
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TABLE VIII

statements WHICH DEPICT THE FALL AS A BLESSING TO MANKIND

state-
ment

number statement

combined
percent percent
correct correct

19 the failfallfali considered in light of the atone 9505s
ment was a blessing and a necessary step
for the growth and development of mankind

lk14 the fall provided a means for men to be born 945955s94.5
which is another important step in our
eternal progression

2 the fall caused a physical change in the 93093.0
bodies of adam and eve providing the
opportunity for death

6 the fall of adam was a tragic event in the 77.5775
earthearths history and not only caused harm to
adam but to the whole human race

89.7897

tableeabietabie number ten summarizes this concept

concept number five is composed of those questions dealing with

the meaning of the law of justice and its relationship to the atonement

there were five questions on the subject ranging from 82.5825 compr-

ehension to 695695569.5569.5 the average percent of comprehension was 76.5765 this

would indicate a marginamarginal understanding of this concept table number

eleven shows which questions were averaged together

TABLEVIII

simm izes

ran ing

1

775

897

825

765

950

945

930

695

95095.0
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TABLEMIAE IXDI

statementsSTATE suggestingmentsKENTS CHRISTS SUFMINGSUFFERIHG ANDABD ATONING
SACRIFICE WERE VOUJNTARYVOBUBTARYvoluntary

state-
ment

number statement
percent
correct

combineddomb
percent

ined

correct
8 christ as not capable of calling upon

legions of angels to free him from the
roman executioners and thereby avoid
being crucified

885885588.5588.5

christs suffering on the cross and atoning 83
sacrifice were entirely voluntary

85.758575

TABLE X

statements concerning THE EFFECT OF CHRISTS ATONEMENT ON MANKIND

state
ment

number

35
small children until they reach the age

statement
christs atonement automatically covers

of accountability

percent
correct
87.5875

combined
percent
correct

28 As we have all sinned vewe are permanently 87
indebted to the lamlavlaw of justice and will
permanently be separated from god

36 christ became our redeemer when he made 81
the atoning sacrifice to pay for our sins
and those of adam

37 only those men who repent and live worthily 7.57574574.5
villwill be resurrectedresurrectedo O

78.2078207820

1

875

885
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TABLE XI

statements concerning THE MEANING OF THE LAW OF JUSTICE AND ITS
relationship TO THE ATONEMENT

state-
ment

number statement

combined
percent percent
correct correct

23 we have need for a redeemer because when we 82.5825
sin we invoke the lavlawlev of justice against
ourselves putting ourselves in debt this
debt can be fulfilled only when the full
price for the sin has been paid

13 the divine law of justice states that if a 800QOO80.0
lawlav is broken or kept then a punishment
or blessing will follow

15 in order for a person to pay for our debts 76.5765
to the lawlav of justice he must not be in
debt himself therefore our redeemer
must have been sinless

20 if there were not some divine lawlav that 73.0730
required retribution for transgression
life would become chaotic

32 christ has paid the lav of justice for us 69.5695
by his atoning sacrifice and he auto-
matically pays for all of our sins

76.507650

the next group of questions all emphasize that full forgive-

ness of sins comes only through our obedience to specific requirements

set by the lord

32

matically

825

800

765

730

695
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the eight similar statements are summarized in table number

twelve they average 756k comprehension which would indicate student

understanding of this concept marginal

the seventh concept concerning the mission of christ was drawn

from those statements concerning the meaning of spiritual death and

its relationship to the atonement the three statements concerning

this concept averaged only 72072.07250 comprehension thus indicating an

inadequate understanding

table number thirteen summarizessumasuna theserizes questions

the last concept presented in this section is taken fromtromtron those

statements concerning the personal qualifications of the savior to be

the only redeemer of mankind As the three combined questions con-

cerning this concept showed an average of only 66066.0665066 comprehension50

it would appear students understanding was inadequate

table number fourteen lists which questions make this concept

s lar
t456comprehensionslon

m ind

720

660



beliebeileves

TABLE XII

statementsSTATMENTS suggesting MAN MUSMUST PUT FORTH AN EFFORT TO MEET GODS
requirements BEFORE FULL forgiveness OF SINS CAN BE GIVEN

statement
percent
correct

to receive the full benefits of the atone 975
ment we need to have faith and repent

for forgiveness of sins a person must only 92.0920
confess that he believes in christ

the holy ghost is given to us to help us 84584.5
gain full advantage of the love and atone-
ment of christ

baptism is not necessary to receive the 83.0830
full effects of the atonement

32 christ has paid the law of justice for 69.5695
us by his atoning sacrifice and he auto-
matically pays for all of our sins

3 christ desires us to show personal responcespon 64564.5
sibilitysivilitysibi inlity living the gospel and then he
will see that we are forgiven our sins

26 christ determines when a person can receive 53.0530
benefits from this atonement and he makes
that determination on the basis of the degree
of repentance achieved by each individual

31 christs atonement is reserved only for 52.5525
those who are willing to demonstrate that
they are willing to keep the gospel
covenants

72

T

state combined
ment percent

number correct

25

12

16 is

21

34

740

matically

920

830

695

645

530

525

845
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TABLETABU XIII
STATBCBTSSTATEMEM CONCEBNMcobobbiriws THEtee MEANING OF SPIRITUAL DEATH ANDAMD ITS

relationship TO THE ATONEMENT

state-
ment

number statement

combined
percent percent
correct correct

25 without christschrist atoning sacrifice all man 82.0820
kind would have been hopelessly and eter-
nally captive to physical and spiritual
death

17 As all men have sinned 9 adam is not solely 695
responsible for our separation from god
weve thus bring upon ourselves spiritual death

As no unclean thing can dwell in the prespros 66.0660
ence of god adam and eyeeveeyes transgression
resulted in spiritual death or their being
cut off from gods presence

725072505c

TABLE XIV

statements concerning THE PERSONAL qualifications OF JESUS CHRIST
TO BE THE ONLY REDEEMERREDKDM OF MANKIND

statestatesstalesstalew
mentnent

combined

number
percent

statement correct
percent

24

correct

christ received the powerpover to lay down his 76076.0
life or take it up again at his own dis-
cretion from god his father

29 christ had a mortal mother and thus
inherited the capacity to die frofrom her

68.5685

18 any person who was sinless could have
made the atoning sacrifice for us

55.0550

66.506650

ATONEMM

statement

4

adamand eves

STATEMEM T

760

e t e

72 50

820

660

685

550
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V SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

findings of individual statements
concerning the nature of christ

A standard of 75 or 150 correct responses was previously

selected as the percentage and number of students needed to correctly

respond to a statement before that statement was considered adequately

understood

table number fifteen lists the statements concerning the

nature of christ in order of student comprehension to that question

the percentage listed indicates the percent of correct responses to

that question

those questions above the 75 level were considered adequately

understood those below were not

of the twentyfivetwenty questionsfive concerning the nature of christ

seventeen were considered adequately understood seven were not all
twentyfivetwenty statementsfive concerning the nature of christ when averaged

together show a mean score of 20.3320332033 of 25 possible or 81.3281328132 correct

student responses this would indicate the overall student under-

standing of the nature of christ as defined previously in this study

adequate

table number sixteen shows the statistical data of the student

responses to the twentyfivetwenty statementsfive concerning the nature of christ

findings of groups of related
questions concerning the naturemature
of christ

As stated previously overall student comprehension of the

74
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TABLE XV

percentage OF STUDENTS respondingRESreb CORRECTLYPOINDING TO THE
statements concerning THE NATURE OF CHRIST

statement

percent
correctly

responding

god the father and christ are two separate individuals 980
god the father and jesus christ are one and the same 95.5955955
individual

christ is a god of justice mercy and truth 95.5955

christ is perfect in each of his attributes his knowl 9594594.5
edge power justice mercy and truth are perfect

in the premortalpre existencemortal christ vaswas chosen and 91.0910
ordained to be a god and the creator redeemer and
savior of the world

under the direction of the father christ created the 90.5905
earth

jesus christ wasvas born into the world the literal son of 88.5885
god the father and the virgin mary

As the firstborn spirit offspring of god the father 88.5885
christ is literally our eldest brother

christchrists existence as a historical figure is unproven 87.0870
as the historians of his time wrote nothing about him

christ has all power under the law and exercises comcorneom 86.5865
plete faith in his power

jesus does not have a resurrected body of flesh and bones 86.5865

although christs person cannot be in more than one place 84584.5
at a time through the medium of his spirit he is in
direct communication with all things at all times

there were no events in the early life of christ that 8uo84o
indicated he was the son of god

christ is perfect and free from sin and error 81.0810

christvaschristeas

unicationubication

980

f h s0 1

thro
co unicationcalioncallon

955

905

885

885

870

865

865

845

810

945
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TABLE XV continued

statement

percent
correctly

responding

jesus christ is the mediator between god the father 80.5805
and man

because christ was the creator of the world he was 78.0780
designated to be the one through whom the will and
word of the father was to be brought to pass here
upon the earth

christ could not know all things pertaining to mans 75.0750
salvation

we should consider the savior in his true role of a 74574.5
father as well as that of a brother

from the book of mormon account of jesus appearance 73.0730
before the brother of jared we learn that man was
created after christs own image after the body of
his spirit

christ and his father are not necessarily one in purpose 71.5715

christs resurrected body is not restricted by mortal 69.5695
limitations of movement

while yet in his premortalpre statemortal jesus obtained that 68068.0
pinnacle of intelligence which ranked him as a god as
the lord omnipotent

jesus christ not only created the earth but is the god 66.5665
of the old testament who spoke to the prophets

As god the father created this earth he is directly 55.0550
responsible for the affairs of the kingdom here

As a representative of the father christ should take 4444.

on the father role in his relationship with man when
man accepts him as the mediator

1 tationslations
680

805

780

750

745

730

715

695

665

550

44544544.5
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TABLE XVI

statistical DATA OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO statements
concerning THE NATURETIATURE OF CHRIST

sample size
maximum score
minimum score
range
mean
variance
standard deviation
mean deviation
median
mode

200
25
12
13
20.332033 8132108l32i0
60016.0016001goolgwoo
24492.449
19331.933194331.9433

20
21

combined twentyfivetwenty questionsfive concerning the nature of christ wasvasvabwab con-

sidered adequate at 81.328132 comprehension however as table number

seventeen shows some of the general concepts composed of groupings of

similar statements were better understood than others of the five

concepts represented four were above the 75 comprehension level one

was not table number seventeen summarizes the student comprehension

of each concept

findings of individual statements
concerningConcer thenipA mission of jesus christ

there were thirtyseventhirty statementsseven given to test the students

comprehension of the mission of jesus christ of these statements the

students scored 755 or more correct responses on twentyfivetwenty offive the

statements and jh74 or lessluss on the other twelve table number eighteen

lists which statements were above the 75 level and which were not

8132

75

81 32

1933



af2f groupsgrousgrons of related
questions concerninconcerningconcertinCon thecernin mission
of jesus christ

although overall student comprehension of the combined thirty

seven statements concerning the mission of christ averaged 79.17579175

comprehension when similar statements are grouped together it becomes

apparent that some aspects of our saviors mission were either vague

or not adequately understood

78

TABLE XVII

PERCENT OF CORRECT RESPONSES TO EACH OF THE CONCEPTS OR GROUPS
OF SIMILAR QUESTIONS concerning THE NATURE OF CHRIST

percent of
concept represented correct responsesresp2nses

the corporeal nature of jesus christ 8703q703

the attributes of jesus christ 86.508650

jesus christs role in the creation of the earth 8012601260.1280.12

the preexistentpre godhoodexistent status and fore-
ordination of jesus christ 79.507950

the relationship between the father and his son 68.506850

when all thirtyseventhirty statementsseven concerning the mission of

jesus christ are considered together the students mean score was

29.29529295 or 79.17579175 correct responses this would indicate an adequate

understanding of this principle by the graduating students

table number nineteen shows the statistical data of the

thirtyseventhirty statementsseven concerning the mission of christ

findings of

8 1031 03

ethe



TABLE XVIII

percentage OF CORRECT STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE statementsSTATWENTS
concerning THE MISSION OF CHRIST

percent
statement correct

adam a child of god was the first man upon the earth 97.5975
and was placed in the garden of eden

to receive the full benefits of the atonement we need 97597.5
to have faith and repent

the fall considered in light of the atonement was a 95.0950
blessing and a necessary step for the growth and
development of mankind

the fall provided a means for men to be born which 9594594.5
is another important step in our eternal progression

the fall caused a physical change in the bodies of 93.0930
adam and eve providing the opportunity for death

for forgiveness of sins a person must only confess 920
that he believes in christ

god actually forced adam and eve to partake of the 895
forbidden fruit

christ was not capable of calling upon legions of 88.5885
angels to free him from the roman executioners and
thereby avoid being crucified

by disobeying god adam and eve introduced trans 88.5885
gressionegressiongres intosion the world

the transgression of adam and eve brought about 88.5885
the fall
christs atonement automatically covers small 87.5875
children until they reach the age of accountability

As we have all sinned we are permanently indebted to 87.0870
the law of justice and will permanently be separated
from god

79

975

975 5

950

930

885

885

885

875

870

945



TABLE XVIII continued

percent
statement correct

because of the fall of adam and my own personal sins 86086.0
I1

84584.5

have

advantage

84084084.0

need

of

them

for

the

could

a

love

have

redeemer

and

lived

the
atonement

in

holy
of

eden

ghost
christ

forever

is

adam

christschrist

given

was

suffering

to

given

on

us

eve

the

to

for

cross

help

a

and

us

companion

atoning

gain

and

83.0830

full

the

sacrifice

twotvo

were

of

entirely voluntary

baptism is not necessary to receive the full effects 83.0830
of the atonement

we have need for a redeemer because when vewe sin vewe 825
invoke the lavlawlew of justice against ourselves putting
ourselves in debt this debt can be fulfilled only
when the full price for the sin has been paid

without christs atoning sacrifice all mankind would 82.0820
have been hopelessly and eternally captive to
physical and spiritual deathdeathe

christchristbecamebecame our redeemer when he made the atoning 8lo81oalo810810

sacrifice to pay for our sins and those of adam

the divine lawlav of justice states that if a lavlaw is 80.0800
broken or kept then a punishment or blessing villwill
follow

the fallfalifail of adam vaswaswesves a tragic event in the earthsearth 77577.5tt5TT775

history

77077.0TTOTTtto770

5

and

of

76576.5

O

not

the

of

only

lamlavlaw

justice

caused

of

he

harm

mercy

must

to

in
not

adam

order
be

but

for
in

to

a
debt

the

person
himself

whole

to
there-

fore

humanhananhansn

pay

our

race

for

redeemer

the

our

must

forgiveness

debts

have

of

to

been

sins

the

sinless

comes

lawlav

through the exercise

80

Is suffering
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860

830

830

820
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covenantsscovenants

TABLE XVIII continued

percent
statement correct

christ received the power to lay down his life or take 760
it

7.575t45

up

resurrected

again

if

at

there

his

were

own

not

discretion

some

from

divine

god

law

the

that

father

required

only

retridetri

those

73073.0

men

butionaution

who

for

repent

transgression

and

life

live

would

worthily

become

will

chaotic

be

As all men have sinned 9 adam is not solely responsible 69.5695
for our separation from god we thus bring upon our-
selves spiritual death

christ has paid the law of justice for us by his atoning 695
sacrifice and he automatically pays for all of our sins

christ had a mortal mother and thus inherited the 68.5685
capacity to die from her

As no unclean thing can dwell in the presence of god 66066.066o
adam and eves transgression resulted in spiritual
death or their being cut off from gods presence

christ desires us to show personal responsibility in
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55055.0
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see
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are
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made
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55

into

0

the

sacrifice for us

the tree of knowledge of good and evil revealed to those 53.0530
who ate its fruit secrets of which they had better have
remained ignorantigno

christ

ranterantS

determines when a person can receive benefits from 530
this atonement and he rakes that determination on the
basis of the degree of repentance achieved by each individual

christs atonement is reserved only for those who are 52.5525
willing to demonstrate that they are willing to keep the
gospel covenantcovenantssS
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TABLE XIX

statistical DATA OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE statements
concerning THE MISSION OF CHRIST

sample size
maximum score
minimum score
range
mean
variance
standard deviation
mean deviation
median
mode

200
36
14
22
29.29529295 791755079.17550
16.30916309
4038
3.2123212

30
30

table number twenty lists the eight similar groupings of

statements or concepts concerning the mission of christ and shows

which fell below the 75 comprehension level

when both the statements concerning the nature of christ and

those concerning the mission of the savior are considered together

their mean score is 4978549.78549 out785 of a possible 62 total this equals

80.29880298 comprehensionprehensioncm of all the statements given the students to

respond to this would indicate overall student understanding of the

nature and mission of christ was adequate

table number twentyonetwenty listsone the statistical data summarizing

the test score analysis of both sections of the testtest0testa 0

STATEMENTS

t9lt579175
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thethertheo meaning of spiritual death and its relationship to
the atonement 72.507250

the personal qualifications of jesus christ to be the
only redeemer of mankind 66.506650

TABLE XXI

statistical DATA OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO ALL statements
concerning THE NATURE AND MISSION OF JESUS CHRIST

sampiesample size
maximum score
minimum score
range
mean
variance
standard deviation
mean deviation
median
mode

200
6060
31
29
4978549 80.29880298785
27.36527365
5.2315231
41624.162

50
52

TABLE XX

PERCENT OF CORRECT RESPONSES TO EACH OF THE CONCEPTS OR GROUPS
OF SIMILAR QUESTIONS concerning THE MISSION OF CHRIST

percent of
concept represented correct responses

circumstances and setting in the garden of eden
which led to the fall 90.339033

the fall of adam was a blessing 89.758975

christs suffering and atoning sacrifice were voluntary 85.758575

what effect christs atonement had on mankind 78.207820

the meaning of the lawlav of justice and its relationship
to the atonement 76.507650

man must put forth an effort to meet gods requirements
before full forgiveness of sins can be given 7.575

83
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CHAPTER IV

SUMMARYSLMARYsugary FINDINGS conclusions AND recommendations

this chapter will briefly summarize the development of pre-

vious chapters and indicate findings and conclusions

I1 SUMMARY

the purpose of the study was to determine what degree of

understanding the third year graduates of SLVN seminary district
had of the nature and mission of christ

the term nature of christ was defined as his essential

character or distinguishing qualities and was designed to answer the

question do the students understand who jesus christ is

the term mission of christ as used in the study referred

to the saviors atoning sacrifice and the effect of that atonement

on mankind it was designed to answer the question how well do the

students understand the mission of christ

research desiendesign the study was composed of a random sample of

two hundred third year seminary graduates from the four high schools of

the SLVN seminary district each participant answered a questionnaire

designed to test his understanding of the nature and mission of

christ the responses were tabulated and presented in both written and

illustrative form

if

des
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review of literature the review of literature gave supporting

evidence from the leading authorities of the church for the interpreta-

tions of the statements concerning the nature and mission of christ as

used in the questionnaire

christ was represented in the questionnaire as a distinct

separate being from god the father born into the world in the flesh

as the literal son of god the father and the virgin mary and as having

a resurrected body of flesh and bones it was further said that christ

had achieved in his preexistentpre lifeexistent the status of godhood and under

the direction of the father both created the earth and is the fathersfatherbatherpalherbathers

administrator here christ was further shown to be perfect in each of

his attributes

the review of literature discussed the circumstances leading

up to the fall of adam and concluded the fall was a blessing when

considered in light of the atonement

the atonement was discussed showing the relationship between

the laws of justice and mercy and it was concluded christ met the

demands of both

spiritual death was defined and said to fall on those who did

not meet the requirements to receive the full benefits of the atonement

it was concluded therefore that man must also do his part and the

full effects of the atonement must be earned

findings according to the data computed in this study the

major findings are as follows
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1I the sixtytwosixty questionstwo concerningconceconee therhing nature and mission

of christ averaged 8029602960.2980.29 correct responses

2 overall student comprehension of the twentyfivetwenty statementsfive

concerning the nature of christ averaged 81.3281328132

3 of the thirtyseventhirty statementsseven concerning the mission of

christ the mean score was 29.29529295 or 79.17579175

4 statements concerning the corporeal nature of christ

averaged 87.0387038303 comprehension

5 questions concerning the attributes of christ received

86508650586.50586.508650 correct responses

6 jesus christs role in the creation of the earth averaged

8012601260.1280.128012 comprehension

7 the statements concerning the preexistentpre godhoodexistent status

and foreordination of jesus christ received 79.507950 correct responses

8 the six statements concerning the relationship between

the father and son received 685c6853

9 the three statements concerning the circumstances which led

to the fall averaged 90.339033

10 the fall of adam was depicted as a blessing to mankind in

the study the four questions concerning this averaged 89.7589758975 correct

responses

11 student comprehension of the effect of the atonement on

mankind wasvas tested by four statements which averaged 78.2078207830 correct

responses

12 the meaning of the law of justice and its relationship to

m nd

68 53
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the atonement was tested by five statements to which the students

averaged 7650376.503t650 correct responses

13 eight statements were given the students to respond to

concerning what man must do to receive the full benefits of the atone-

ment the students averaged 745674 correct56 responses

lu14 the meaning of spiritual death and its relationship to

the atonement was tested by three statements and averaged 725072.5072

comprehensioncomprehenscomprehendcompre

50p

ihens on

15 student comprehension of the qualifications of jesus

christ as the only possible redeemer of mankind was tested by three

statements they averaged 66.506650 comprehension

II11 conclusions

1 the third year graduates of the salt lake valley north

seminary district responded correctly to the major portion of the

questions concerning the nature and mission of christ

2 student comprehension of the nature of christ was some-

what better than their understanding of the mission of christ

3 statements concerning the corporeal nature of christ his

attributes his role in the creation and his preexistentpre godhoodexistent

status were all considered understood

4 statements concerning the relationship between the father

and the son were not consideredcorsiconsi understooddered

5 statements concerning the setting in the garden of eden

those indicating the fall was a blessing and those showing the effect

a

effeetseet

7650
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of the atonement on mankind all met the minimum established standard

to be considered understood by the students

6 statements showingshoving the meaning of the lawlav of justice and

its relationship to the atonement and those defining vhatahat man must do

to receive the full effects of the atonement verewere considered marginal

in student comprehension

7 the meaning of spiritual death and its relationship to the

atonement and the qualifications of jesus christ as the only possible

redeemer of mankind werevere not considered adequately understood

illIII111liililili recommendations

in view of the findings and conclusions from this study the

followingfolfoi recommendationsloving are made

As the followingfolfoi conceptsloving failed to meet the previously deter-

mined standards to be considered adequately understood it is recommended

they be emphasized more in the curriculum of the LDS seminary system

1 the relationship between the father and the son

2 what man must do to receive the full effects of the

atonement

3 the meaning of spiritual death and its relationship to the

atonement

4 the qualifications of jesus christ to be the only redeemer

of mankind
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H cd03 0
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PART A

please read each statement carefully circle the answer that comes
closest to describing your feelings

G

C D U bp
0 0 0 0 a

K k a ws
C H

Q

1 while yet in his premortalpre statestatesstetesmortal 9 jesus
obtained that pinnacle of intelligence
which ranked him as a god as the lord
omnipotent SA A U D

2 christs existence as a historical figure
is unproven as the historians of his time
wrote nothing about him SA A U D

3 As the firstborn spirit offspring of
god the father christ is literally our
eldest brother SA A U D

4 in the premortalpre existencemortal christ was
chosen and ordained to be a god and the
creator redeemer and savior of the
world SA A U D

5 christ could not know all things per-
taining to mans salvation SA A U D

6 under the direction of the father
christ created this earth SA A U D

7 christ has all power under the law and
exercises complete faith in his power SA A U D

8 christ is perfect in each of his attri-
butes his knowledge power justice
mercy and truth are perfectperfecto SA A U D

9 christ is perfect and free from sin and
error SA A U D

10 christ is a god of justice mercy and
truth SA A U D

93

r4 0

0

94

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

ra



part A continued
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0
0
P 4y
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0 CD

C vjH
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11 although christschrist person cannot be in
more than one place at a time through
the medium of his spirit he is in
direct communication with all things
at all times SA A U D

12 christ and his father are not nece-
ssarily one in purpose SA A U D

13 because christ was the creator of the
world he vaswas designated to be the one
through whom the will and word of the
father was to be brought to pass here
upon the earth SA A U D

14 jesus christ not only created the earth
but is the god of the old testament who
spoke to the prophets SA A U D

15 jesus christ was born into the world
the literal son of god the father and
the virgin mary SA A U D

16 from the book of mormon account of jesus
appearance before the brother of jared
we learn that man was created after
christs own image after the body of
his spirit SA A U D

17 there were no events in the early life
of christ that indicate he was the son
of god SA A U D

18 christs resurrected body is not
restricted by mortal limitations of
movement SA A U D

19 god the father and christ are two
separate individuals SA A U D

20 we should consider the savior in his
true role of a father as well as that
of a brother SA A U D
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part A continued

S s s
bab0 43 ia Q 0 i bo a bp
0 Q u u 4 0 CD

i a a 0
g g iga

21 jesus does not have a resurrected body
of flesh and bones SA A U D SD

22 As a representative of the father christ
should take on the father role in his
relationship with man when man accepts
him as the mediator SA A U D SD

23 jesus christ is the mediator between
god the father and man SA A U D SD

24 As god the father created this earth
he is directly responsible for the
affairs of the kingdom here SA A U D SD

25 god the father and jesus christ are
one and the same individual SA A U D SD

part B

please read the statement carefully circle the answer that comes
closest to describing your feelings

s S 3
c D t y c y
0 4 0 D0 0 CDd

4
bab0W C

a0 tlorleelopl
CO0

P43
4

T5
0

P &
D Q CO Q

1 christs suffering on the cross and
atoning sacrifice were entirely
voluntary SA A U D SD

2 the fall caused a physical change in
the bodies of adam and eve providing the
opportunity for deathdeeth SA A U D SD

3 because of the fall of adam and myny own
personal sins I1 have need for a
redeemer SA A U D SD
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part B continued
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4 As no unclean thing can dwell in the
presence of god adam and eves trans-
gression resulted in spiritual death
or their being cut off from gods
presence SA A U D SD

5 adam a child of god was the first man
upon the earth and was placed in the
garden of eden SA A U D SD

6 the fall of adam was a tragic event in
the earths history and not only caused
harm to adam but to the whole human race SA A U D SD

7 adam was given eve for a companion and
the two of them could have lived in eden
forever SA A U D SD

8 christ was not capable of calling upon
legions of angels to free him from the
roman executioners and thereby avoid
being crucified SA A U D SD

9 the transgression of adam and eve
brought about the fall SA A U D SD

10 god actually forced adam and eve to
partake of the forbidden fruit SA A U D SD

11 by disobeying god adam and eve intro-
duced transgression into the world SA A U D SD

12 for forgiveness of sins a person must
only confess that he believes in christ SA A U D SD

13 the divine law of justice states that
if a law is broken or kept then a
punishment or blessing will follow SA A U D SD

cont inuedinked
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part B continued
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14 the fall provided a means for men to be
born which is another important step
in our eternal progression SA A U D SD

15 in order for a person to pay for our
debts to the lavlaw of justice he must
not be in debt himself therefore
our redeemer must have been sinless SA A U D SD

16 the holy ghost is given to us to help
us gain full advantage of the love and
atonement of christ SA A U D SD

IT17 As all men have sinned adam is not
solely responsible for our separation
from god we thus bring upon ourselves
spiritual death SA A U D SD

18 anyaxyamy person who was sinless could have
made the atoning sacrifice for us SA A U D SD

19 the fall considered in light of the
atonement was a blessing and a
necessary step for the growth and
development of mankind SA A U D SD

20 if there were not some divine law that
required retribution for transgression
life would become chaotic SA A U D SD

21 baptism is not necessary to receive the
full effects of the atonement SA A U D SD

22 the tree of knowledge of good and evil
revealed to those who ate itsitdltd fruits
secrets of which they had better have
remained ignorant SA A U D SD
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part B continued
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23 we have need for a redeemer because

when we sin we invoke the lavlaw of
justice against ourselves 9 putting
ourselves in debt this debt can
be fulfilled only when the full
price for the sin has been paid SA A U D

24 christ received the power to lay down
his life or take it up again at his
own discretion from god his father SA A U D

25 without christschrist atoning sacrifice
all mankind would have been hopelessly
and eternally captive to physical and
spiritual death SA A U D

26 christ determines when a person can
receive benefits from this atonement
and he makes that determination on
the basis of the degree of repentance
achieved by each individual SA A U D

27 to receive the full benefits of the
atonement we need to have faith and
repent SA A U D

28 As we have all sinned we are permanently
indebted to the law of justice and will
permanently be separated from god SA A U D

29 christ had a mortal mother and thus
inherited the capacity to die from her SA A U D

30 the forgiveness of sins comes through
the exercise of the law of mercy SA A U D

31 christchrists atonement is reserved only
for those who are willing to demo-
nstrate that they are willing to keep
the gospel covenant SA A U D
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part B continued
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32 christ has paid the lawlavlew of justice for
us by his atoning sacrifice and he
automatically pays for all of our sins SA A U D SD

33 the fall of adam brought physical death
into the world christ paid for that
obligation on the cross SA A U D SD

3 christ desires us to show personal
responsibility in living the gospel
and then he will see that we are
forgiven our sins SA A U D SD

35 christs atonement automatically covers
small children until they reach the age
of accountability SA A U D SD

36 christ became our redeemer when he made
the atoning sacrifice to pay for our
sins and those of adam SA A U D SD

37 only those men who repent and live
worthily will be resurrected SA A U D SD
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A STUDY TO DETERMINEDETERMINF THE understanding OF THE NATURE AND MISSION

OF JESUS CHRIST BY THIRD YEAR SEMINARY GRADUATES OF

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTERDAYLATTER SAINTSDAY

terry R baker

department of church history and doctrine

MRE degree april 1973

ABSTRACT

the purpose of the study was to determine what degree of under-
standing third year graduates of the SLVN seminary district had of
the nature and mission of christ

the study was composed of a random sample of 200 third year sem-
inary graduates each participant answered a questionnaire designed to
test his understanding of the nature and mission of christ the
responses were tabulated and presented in written and illustrative formfoa

the students met the minimum established standard of 75 in four
of the five concepts which they were questioned concerning the nature of
christ the students met the minimum established standard in five of
the eight concepts testing their understanding of the mission of christ

overall comprehension of both the nature and mission of christ
were considered adequate as the students averaged QO80 correct responses
to all questions
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