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CHAPTER I1

introduction

purpose and significance

although no formal mission organization existed in the south

prior to 1875 early missionary labors there contributed to the color-

ful drama of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints in 1875

the southern states mission of the church was organized at shady grove

tennessee during the decades that followed the mission was respon-

sible for the propagation of the restoration message to the popula-

tion of the south while numerous converts of those early years joined

the westward stream of immigrants to church settlements in the rocky

mountains thousands remained and became the nucleus for the develop-

ment of large congregations which stand today as monuments to the work

of those early missionaries the success of this endeavor may be

attributed in large measure to the dynamic leadership of the mission

presidents many of whom also achieved prominence in the larger realms

of general church affairs and political service the significance of

this study lies with its examination of the mormon proselyting efforts

in the south and the resulting impact upon the southerners and upon

the missionaries themselves

in his masters thesis of 1960 dr lamar C berrett detailed

the mission history from 1831 to the civil war he has also exten-

sively researched mission events to the turn of the century beyond

that point writers have treated various aspects of the southern states

I11

ificance

gener al
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mission but no general work has been completed this thesis will be

a detailed study of the mission history from 1898 through 1908 with

emphasis upon the growth of church membership and strength in the south

to 1971 major events during the administration of ben E rich and

causes of opposition against the southern church membership

delimidelicidelimitationslimitationsDe cattat

followingfollowinaFolfoi

ionslons

alowina synopsis of the mission history of the nineteenth

century the body of this study will begin with events that set the

stage for the 1898 entrance of ben E rich and will conclude with the

transfer of rich to the eastern states mission in 1908

of the southern states mission during the twentieth century

little has been written but of that most has greatly emphasized the

violent treatment of missionaries at the expense of other equally

important facets of the mission this writer has n i-de an attempt to

give more prominence to other phases of missionary lifeilfe while not

sacrificing the drama of conflict which correctly belongs in any

history of the southern states mission

although individual missionary labors are interesting a de-

tailed description of these experiences is not practical in this work

nevertheless such particulars will be given when they aid in the

understanding of significant events or add interest to the narrative

the sheer volumevolulevocule of material required to research compelled

the limitation of this history to the rich administration however

the study does include a statistical analysis of the growth of the

southern church membership to 1971 when the southern states mission

was renamed to more correctly designate its reduced geographical area

the author presents this study from the viewpointviea ofpoint one in

C

lifey
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sympathy with the friendly people of the sunny south having served

there as a missionary for the church from 1961 to 1963

methods of procedure

in the preparation of this thesis the writer researched

materials from the library and archives of the church historical

department in salt lake city the brigham young university library in

provo and to a lesser extent other libraries in utah information

was obtained from official reports minutes and manuscript histories

of missions conferences and states of the south mission publica-

tions personal and official mission correspondence personal diaries

papers and journals church general conference reports newspapers

and masters theses touching on the subject quotes from these sources

will be exact and thus will include the errors of the original man-

uscript entirely illegible words in quotations will be denoted by the

insertion of a blank line

manuscripts researched in the church archives include

1 the journal history of the church compiled under the

direction of andrew jenson comprises hundreds of indexed volumes of

chronologically arranged documents including typescriptstype fromscripts diaries

letters reports organizational minutesmint andites newspaper clippings

2 historical minutes of southern missions and conferences

3 manuscript histories of missions of the south compiled

under the direction of andrew jenson comprise volumes of documents

of the type found in journal history cf the church

4 letter books of various individuals and missions

5 personal papers of various individuals during the time

the author researched the personal papers of joseph F smith 1838
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4

1917 were unavailable due to their being cataloguedcataloguercatalo andgued microfilmed

definition of terms

the following terms are defined for purposes of clarity

church when capitalized will refer to the church of jesus

christ of latter day saints which was organized in new york in 1830

LDS latter day saints saints mormonscormonsMor eachmons refers to the

church or to its members the term mormon is derived from the book

of mormon which is regarded by the church as scripturecrip

restoration

ture

restored gospel the church claims to be the re

establishment or restoration of the primitive church of jesus christ

hence its message is that it is the restored gospel

elder A title to all who hold the higher priesthood of the

church whether they hold the office elder or apostle

first presidency the church president and two counselors

quorum of the twelve or twelve refers to that body of twelve

men who are ordained as apostles i and stand next in authority to

the first presidency of the church

general authorities refers to church leaders who have

authority over the general church membership in the world this group

includes the first presidency and the quorum of the twelve

conference this somewhat confusing term has several possible

meanings it may refer to the semiannualsemi assemblyannual of the church

C

sainta

1

quor
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membership in salt lake city utah also called general conferenceconference1conferences

april conference n or october conferenceconference11 it may also refer to

the assembly of officers and members of a local charchchjrch congregation or

a gathering of several congregations or2 to a geographical division

within a mission

hence a conference of the georgia conference is a meeting

of members and missionaries in the state of georgia and a conference

of conference presidents is a meeting of the leaders of the various

areas within the mission to eliminate this confusionconfusions the geo-

graphical designation conference was latter changed to district

branch refers to a local congregation of the church

zion the mormonscormons hold that the american continents are

favored by god above all other lands and they are termed zion

a land upon which the scattered remnant of israel is commanded to

gather in another sense zion refers to the church and more specifi-

cally to the headquarters of the church it is in this latter sense

the term is used in this thesis

C

C

1

11
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CHAPTER II11

background AND EARLY YEARS

the beginningsbeginninbeginning

following the organization of the church of jesus christ of

latter day saints in april 1830 missionaries were sent periodically

into various states and territories of the united states in the fall

of 1830 missionaries passed through ohio later included in the

southern states mission on their way to preach to indians on the
2western frontier later missionaries proselytedproselyter in kentucky while

3traveling to missouri

greater numbers of missionaries followed and the work con-

tinued to expand among those who labored in the south in the early
4years three were later to become presidents of the church brigham

young wilford woodruff and lorenzo snow in 1846 with the exodus

of the saints to the west few missionaries entered the south except

into texas where they labored until the civil war

joseph smith history of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saintsaintsailts ed B H roberts 2nd ed rev salt lake city deseret
book co 1953 1I 75

2-
1bid

2-ibidb-ibid 118125118

lamar

125

C berrett history of the southern states mission
1831186118311861111831 1861186111 unpublished masters thesis brigham young university
1960 p 48

4
ibid appendix

1

S

6

Beginninnln

l-joseph
and
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post civil war

after the civil war ended missionaries began to trickle back

into the ravaged southland making some converts in 1875 elder henry

G boyle established a branch of the church at shady grove tennessee

at the october conference of the church in salt lake city seven

missionaries were sent to join him at their first meeting with boyle

the elders elected him to preside although he was to wait until the

next october conference in 1876 to be formally set apart the

missionaries labored successfully in the states of tennessee arkansas

georgia alabama mississippi and virginia local membership grew

rapidly and some of the new members emigrated to church settlements

in the west in january of 1878 one of the original seven john

morgan was appointed to succeed boyle morgan served as president

until 1888 and may be justly termed father of the southern states

mission because of service through these first thirteen difficult
years

effects of the antipolygamyanti crusadepolygamy

A year into morgans administration a period of hatred and

violence against the missionaries commencedconnen precipitatedced by sensa-

tional press reports of the miles polygamy case and the imprisonment

of daniel H wells in utah for alleged contempt of court at the

historical minutes of the southern states mission located in
the church archives historical department of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints 1875 1878 hereafter cited as historical
minutes SSM

B H roberts A comprehensive history of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints salt lake city deseret news press
1930 V 544

7

C

5

C

6

5-historical



figure I11

john morgan

18 21894-
7

beginning of hisins administration morgan had also initiated a vigorous

and successful propaganda campaign coto bring the church to the attention

of the people resulting howeverhc inwever a flood of andiantiandl mormonnormon litera-

ture nobhobmob violence became increasingly commonplace as more elders

arrived in the southern states the fatal shooting of elder

courtesy of the church archives historical department of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints

8

4

18421894-
7

0

7-courtesy

1842 1894-
7

218-
9



deseretdcseret news church
news salt lake city decemb2rdecember 28 1940 p

9

joseph standing near varnelisvarnells1 station georgia in 1879 seemed to

climax this hatred but the violence and deaths continued the most

notable being the murders of four men including elders gibbs and

berry at cane creek tennessee in 1884 beatings became so common

that some conference presidents failed to number them reporting
0

simply many mobbingsdobbingsmob inbings july 11 or may was the month of mobs of

this period the historian of the church concluded the southern states

mission has been the scene of more persecution than any other latter
9

day saint mission

the new era of tolerance

slowly the persecution and bitterness subsided as the twe-

ntieth century approached mission presidents who served later williamWilkilkli
spry

liaro

and brothers J golden and elias S kimball did not have the

trying times faced in earlier years by morgan and B H roberts an

interim president from 1884 to 1886 this increased tolerance was

felt by the church in general and was due in part to the issuance of

the manifesto in 1890 however the refusal of congress to seat

the elected representative of the recently admitted state of utah

0
conference reports of 1879 and 1891 quoted by merrill D

clayson missionaries are obeying chriscchrist
6

9
andrew jenson encyclopedic history of the church of jesus

christ of latter day saints salt lake city deseret news publishing
co 1941 p 821

see appendix A

the manifesto was a document issued by the president of
the church declaring an end to polygamy as practiced by the mormonscormonsMor
see

mons
roberts VI 219221219 221

1-
18

0

1-
19

10

11

8-
conference

10

11

Varnellsneils

9.9
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12
B H roberts the smoot hearings and an anti mormon press agitated

13further persecution well into the twentieth century this violence

however was generally mild compared to that of earlier decades

the size of the mission

in spite of the opposition and with continued support of the

church from headquarters in the west the southern states mission grew

and by 1896 the elders numbered over four hundred making it the
14largest mission at the time during the same time church membership

in the mission was growing numbering over four thousand by 1897

this small number of saints was scattered across ten dixie states from

louisiana to the atlantic and from virginia to the tip of florida ten

branches and forty six sunday schools had been organized by 1899 but

this skeleton organization served only part of the members many more

were isolated in rural districts and were able to keep contact with

the church only by occasional visits of missionaries who walked through

the countryside

roberts VI 363

13 james B alienallenailen and richard 0 cowan mormonism in the
twentieth centuryce 2nd ed provo utah brigham young university
press 96717.967 ppap 18 19 22

14see appendix E

see appendix C reports conflicted somewhat even as to
approximate numbers two touring general authorities elders francis
M lyman and mathias F cowley reported sevnsev2nsevan thousand members in
the mission see journal history of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints salt lake city on microfilm church archives
historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints february 17 1898 hereafter cited as JH

see statistics for the year ending december 31 1898 in
the latter day saints southern star chattanooga tennessee 1I no
16 125

15
C

16

12

1

15

16
0

162

9- 67
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the missionaries

the records showingshowinc the work of these elders reveal them to

be a dedicated and persevering group generally they were married men

with several children at home and were financially supported by

parents friends and other church members in the west this alone

speaks for their dedication but when one considers that an elder

served in the mission from two to four years knowing little beforehand

of the day of his release his dedication appears especially impres-

sive missionary work was especially difficult because the men

traveling on foot were exposed to the weather throughout the year

many suffered serious illness from time to time while death due to

contagionscontagiousconta andgions exposure became almost common in addition to these

physical rigors the elders abstained from food and water two days each
1 ft

week as instructed and consistent with their belief in the new

testament they also carried little or no money relying upon the
19

usual kindnesses of the citizens for their sustenance

by 1897 the last year of the elias S kimball administration

although called elders most of these missionaries held the
office of seventy ninety six percent of missionaries set apart for
missions to the southern states between 1893 and 1897 were seventies
see manuscript history of the southern states mission compiled by
andrew jenson on microfilm church archives historical department of
the church of jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter referred to
as manuscript history SSM

18
elder M F cowley commented their health would not be so

good if they did not fast as the food heytheyt had to partake of was not
of a healthy kind 1 however upon finding that the elders were in-
structed to fast twice weekly he advised them to observe a monthly
fast and on other days as they feel led see JH loc cit

19st luke 104 president elias S kimball who proceededprece
rich

eded
stressed this principle of elders traveling without purse or

scrip see chapter VI ppap 666866 68

C

C

17

18

17

fasts
c

11

struc ted

show inoinc
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mission secretaries were recording comparatively little mobocracy yet

scarcely a month went by without some serious occurrence generallygeneCene

appeals

rallyraily
by kimball to the state governors for protection brought few

results and the continued persecution tried the patience of the

missionaries who were already laboring under difficult circumstances

late in 1897 elders francis M lyman and matthias F cowley general

authorities from church headquarters arrived to tour the mission

accompanied by president kimball they encouraged the missionaries in

their work but discouraged them from washing of feetbeet against fam-

ilies or localities simply to vent frustration but to do so only
20underflunder special instructions or the inspiration of the holy ghost

the fruits of intolerance

in many instances in the south fields of labor were closed

when opposition against the elders became so intense that their lives

were in constant danger in one instance an entire conference within

the state of georgia was closed after the murder of elder joseph

standing in 1879 bitterness against the church in georgia failed to

heal smoldering hatred fanned into flame with little encouragement
21

appeals to the governor for protection were fruitless by the summer

of 1889 incensed by sectarian revivals news of further emigration of

southern saints and anti mormon news articles the populace of

georgia became undivided in opposition to the elders the effect on

the missionaries was especially discouraging as they were forced to go

20JH loc cit see also st luke 1010 11 doctrine and
covenants 6015

21 deseret news april 9 1898 p 10

C C

f rom f eet f ami-c

C

N awsews
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without food or lodging much of the time the few members still
faithful to the church wrote the elders warning them to stay away

22
for their own safety

in october the georgia saints and elders convened in south

carolina because of the impossibility of a church gathering within

georgia at this meeting the membership in georgia was attached to

the south carolina conference under the direction of the president

of the south carolina conference two elders returned to georgia but
23within five months these two were again forced to leave thus

24georgia the most successful state within the mission during 1889

closed its doors to the gospel not to reopen them for nearly a decade

the reopening of georgia

during the night of february 25 1898 president kimball fully

determined upon a method to reopen the state of georgia he had con-

cluded duringdurina the recent visit of elders lyman and cowley that the
25

time was right but needed the inspiration to act in the morning he

22
without the freedom to proselyte the elders reported

occupyingifoccupying most of their time in improving them selves c81 ln reading
and speaking tr see minutes of the georgia conference located in the
church archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints august and september 1889 hereafter cited as
minutes of the georiageorgia conference upon further transfers of elders
from georgia the mission secretary wrote the people are becoming
more unconcerned about the message and are gradually crowding the
elders from their midst historical minutes SSM august 1889

23elder D T lebaron wrote the final entry in the georgia
conference records march 21 1890

24quarterly reports from february 28 1889 and august 31
1889 show the georgia conference highest in convert baptisms and
emigrants to the west see manuscript history SSM february 28
1889 and august 31 1889

25deseret news loc cit

sic inIf
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announced his plans to elder albert matheson appointing him to preside

over the new conference together they selected two to six missionaries

from each of the other conferences of the forty lwotwo in all A

letter dated february 28 1898 informed those selected to leave as soon

as possible traveling in pairs without purse or script proselyting on

the way upon meeting with assigned companions they were to fast for

two days and then begin the long walk to their assigned counties in

georgia matheson and his companion C 0 christensen left mission

headquarters in chattanooga tennessee march 17 on foot and without

purse or script bound for the new field arriving in atlanta april 7

they met elders fred M michlesenmicklesenMich andlesen adelbert E cranney who had

walked from northern alabama here matheson traded companions taking

michlesenmicklesenMich withlesen him because he was able to sing matheson and his new

companion then visited governor atkinson to get a promise of protection

for the arriving missionaries the governor responded that the courts
at9t

would be just if conflict arose but hebe anticipated no trouble

in announcing this reopening of georgia the deseret news

optomisticallyoptimistically attempted to reconcile church members friends and

relatives of missionaries assigned to labor in georgia need have no fear

of trouble there as that old spirit of mobocracy is being relegated to
27

the past 111-
127

the news then suggestedsuo thatgested the successful reopening of

georgia was part of the fulfillment of the prophecy uttered by mormonmornion

fr26
minutes of the georgia conference april 1898

27 deseret news loc cit

mission
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president wilford woodruff in his dedicatory prayer of the salt lake

temple in 1893

remember all people that their hearts may be softened
when thy servants go forth to bear testimony of thy name that
their prejudices may give way before the truth and thy people
find favor in their eyes 28

28 james H anderson the salt lake temple the contributor
XIV april 1898 300

15
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CHAPTER 111IIIlillii

THE COMING OF BEN E RICH BAPTISM IN BIGOTRY

on the tenth of june 1898 the southern states mission entered

a new era with the appointment of a new president benjamin erastus rich

he was born november 7 1855 of pioneer parents apostle charles C

rich and his first wife sarah D pea rich in this traditional mormon

home ben had learned from his parents unselfish service in the church

and in 1880 he had accepted a mission call to the british isles in

the next three years he developed keen abilities in writing preaching

and debating shortly after his arrival back in utah he publicly dis-

cussed the gospel with a protestant minister in the ogden tabernacle

twenty thousand pamphlets dealing with this discussion were published

later rich wrote a treatise on the restored gospel entitled mr dm ant
2

of salt lake city that mormonmormont this publication grew in popularity

and eventually became one of the most widely circulated missionary

tracts in the history of the church in ogden rich was active in the

campaign for utah statehood after moving his family to idaho in 1894

he owned and edited two newspapers the rexburgredburg standard in redburgrexburgRex

leonard

burg

J arrington charles C rich provo utah brigham
young university press 1974

2
benjamin E rich mr durant of salt lake city that mormon

salt lake city george Q cannon & sons co 1893 see also an
abridgementabridge ofment the above A friendly discussion independence missouri
zions printing and publishing co 1926

16

durant
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3
and the silver hammerhanmer in st anthony active in political circles

rich became a lieutenant for united states senator fred dubois but was

defeated in his own bid for the idaho state senate in the 1896

senatorial election he campaigned for frank J cannon in utah and

4
francis warren in wyomingWyonyo atminc the time of his call to head the

southern states mission he was very prominent in the intermountain west

as a political figure and as a popular speaker he was regarded by many

in and out of the church as the most promising political star on the

horizon

when rich arrived in chattanooga june 19 1898 president

kimball had three days earlier received his letter of release for the

next ten days kimball oriented his successor to the affairs of the

mission and then departed on july 2 the new president sent a

benjamin L rich ben E rich an apereciationappreciation by his son
benjamin L rich salt lake city utah august 29 1950 biographical
pamphlet in the church library salt lake city see also the salt lake
tribune septemberSeptem 14bcrierler 1913 p 1 also journal history of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city on
microfilm church archives historical department of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints september 13 1913 p 11 here-
after cited as JH

4many non mormonscormons felt that the defeat of rich for the idaho
state senate was a result of the opposition of church leaders because
of richs friendship with dubois in his support of frank J cannon
in 1896 rich opposed some of the church leaders many observers
suspected political dealings when rich was appointed in 1898 to head
the southern states mission see tribune p 1 2

john henry smith reported to church leaders that rich name
had been mentioned by prominent idaho politicians as a candidate for
the idaho representative to congress smith was informed that rich was
being considered as a missionary to the southern states and that rich
should see the first presidency before he engaged in any other pursuit
minutes of a ineetingmeeting of the first presidency and the twelve april 21
1898 found in JH april 21 1898 p 2

5
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salutatory letter to each of the thirteen conference presidents

reminding them to have the attributes of christ to forgive and pray

for their enemies and to avoid trouble adding but should this be

impossible then let it come and meet it as humble charitable and

brave men of god should 11 accompanied by a newly called counselor

elder N P nelson he then began a tour of the mission planning to

hold conference sessions in every state As he met with the elders

rich found that the mission length was about three years he indi-

cated to these men that he would try to lower the length of a mission

to about twenty four to twenty eight months unless the strength of

the mission would be jeopardized however some missionaries mis-

understood and wrote home that they would be released in two years

in the first issue of the mission bulletin president rich attempted

to correct this impression

if we were to release all who had passed the two year
mark our working force would be cut one half here we
have no two year mission or a three year mission but a
mission until the spirit says ell done you may return
to your homehomet

baptism into mobocracy

during this first mission tour president rich marked himself

as a man who was fearless and bold in his defense of the saints and

elders in the mission on july 30 rich and nelson arrived for a

conference at mechanicsburgMechanics yazooburg county mississippi driving to

the latter day saints southern star chattanooga tennessee
II11 no 35 july 29 1899 273 hereafter referred to as star see
chapter V of this thesis for a discussion of the star

bid I1 no I11 december 3 1898 4 5

6

7

mobo
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figure 2

the N mission president

ben E rich 1898-
8

the meeting place about a mile into chethe county they observed many

armed men along the road the driver explained that these men were

pertport of a mob which had been gathering for several days coto break11brpak up

the normonmormonhormon conference As the two eiderseldersolderelderneldereider arrived at thediedledyedhe meeting

placepiccpice a large partpirtpare of the mobnob estimated acat two hundred men accosted

the elders but allowed them to pass withouttit harmhout to the house in a

8courtesyy of mrs william tlit palmerpalnerpainerpaimer saltsalesaiesaicsalc lake city

NF
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short time a committee of the mob appeared at the door with an ultimatum

that unless the mormonscormons wanted bloodshed they must disband by two

olockoclock to this president rich consented after explaining the sit-
uation to the elders he told the crowd outside that they were a set

of cowards whooho were unwilling to allow others to enjoy the religious

liberty they themselves possessed u then the thirty four elders were

marched out of the building and down the road between the mobbersrobbers along

either side they were released at the depot where they boarded a train
9

to jackson and safety for the next several years the elders were

forbidden to reenterre theenter county

president rich continued throughout the states of the mission

to hold meetings with the elders and saints on this first tour rich

experienced the heights and depths of missionary work in southern

alabama the meetings were attended by a wonderful outpouring of the

gift of the holy ghost while in the northern part of the state the

elders were presented with signed petitions to leave rich was to

discover that these experiences would repeat themselves many times

during his presidency although the mission was to experience an ever

increasing climate of toleration serious incidents of violence would

mar diaries of missionaries well into the twentieth century

9g-
larystar I1 no 36 august 5 1900 286

ibid I1 no 41 september 8 1900 325 elder osmer D

flake reported that during the several weeks prior to this incident
the missionaries had been successful in baptizing twenty two converts in
a few weeks in december 1898 flake and his companion accepted an
invitation by the saints to visit mechanicsburgMechanics beforeburg the two could
leave town a mob gathered and threatened the elders with hanging if
they returned see letter dated december 20 1898 and published in
the star 1I no 7 january 14 1899 54

ibidbid 1I no 37 august 12 1899 289290289 290

ex lainingp C

ho
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CHAPTER IV

VIOLENCE AND THE SOUTHERN STATES MISSION

during the christmas season of 1905 two missionaries in north

carolina were invited by residents of harkers island off the coast of

beaufort city to join with them in their holiday festivities when

enroute on the ferry the elders were informed by the captain that hebe

had been asked to throw them overboard upon their arrival at the

island they found a minister promising the people ironically that no

mormon elders would visit them in the future bitterness against church

members continued to escalate and on january 16 1906 after burning

the mormon chapel and school the organized mob threatened the lives of

the elders ignoring these warnings the missionaries outfitted a

house and the school reopened the mob countered with threatening

letters to parents warning them to remove their children or risk house

burning four applicants for baptism received anonymous notes threat-

ening them with house burning if they joined the mormonscormonsMor aftermons

receiving a menacing note from the harkers island conspiracy u the

elders decided it wisest to withdraw although the members pled with

them to stay offering armed protection if necessary the absence of

the elders only heightened the persecution however and in early march

the second schoolhouse was burned on march 11 the saints braved a

sunday school meeting in the open air since enemies had threatened to

burn down any house they should meet in finally the mob warned that

21

ening

C
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illIII111liilil no 23 august 1 1906 429

historical minutes of the southern states mission located
in the church archives historical department of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints july 1906 hereafter cited as historical
minutes SSM

111IIIililii no 14 archmarch11

15 1906 250 for an explanation of the elders journal see chapter
VII ppap 828582

2-1bid2-ibidb-ibid
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any further mormon services indoors or out would result in the

burning of every mormon house on the island

appeals to local authorities had been fruitless so in feb-

ruary president rich sent a lengthy letter to the governor outlining

the persecution against the mormonscormons of harkersmarkers island although the

governor promised protection by the authorities the lack of results

prompted rich to publish an open challenge to the governor for imme-

diate action this appeal written to win public sympathy included a

dismal description of the sufferers

isolated from all protection at the mercy of cut
throats and assassins afraid to leave their homes after
dark standing on guard through the dreary hours of the
night to save their little earthly possessions and the
lives of their loved ones deprived of the association of
their spiritual advisors their places of worship burned to
ashes afraid to mingle with each other in sacred devotion

this letter and further petitions by the mormon citizens on harkers

island failed to bring any answer from the governor emboldened by the

indifference of the authorities the mob continued their opposition in
2

the open boasting there is no law in north carolina for mormonscormonsMormons

the saints having followed previous counsel to return good for evil

were advised by a july letter from the church leaders to discontinue
3

meeting but to pay their devotions to the lord in private by the

elderseiders journal chattanooga tennessee

3-
historical
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end of the year although mob activities had ceased the saints were
4holding no meetings

A history of persecution

this regrettable affair gained prominence in mission annals

yet most of the elements of the harkersharkes island persecution from

threats on lives to the burning of homes were repititiousrepetitious of earlier

mistreatment of mormon converts in the south beginning after the civil
war and continuing into the first decade of the twentieth century the

missionaries and saints in the south experienced a veritable stream of

abuse and violence many were beaten whipped stoned or eggedileggcd

some were wounded by gunfire kidnapped or murdered due to their

practice of traveling without purse or scrip the elders relied onoilcil

the whims of the populace for food and lodging As a rule they found

entertainmentflentertainment but occasionally they were exposed to the elements for

days at a time many of the trials of the missionaries and many of

the persecutions against them are recorded in the minutes of the con-

ferences but most of the opposition against the church membership in

the south went unreported

mission records clearly identify some of the direct causes of

this bitter persecution but only hint at other possible reasons

threatened with the prospect of diminishing congregations protestant

ministers waged propaganda attacks against the elders when this

failed to keep the missionaries away some ministers encouraged

4see various articles in the elders journal ap citci
february 1 1905 to november 1 1906 vol illIII111ili no 112311 vol23 IV

no 24 25 28 although no citizens of the island were ever prosecuted
for

C

these crimes by 1911 the members were able to hold meetings
unmolested

C
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b-latter5-latter daydaxdai saints southern star chattanooga tennessee II11
no 10 february 3 1900 79 he expressed the same sentiment to the
semiannualsemi conferenceannual congregations in salt lake city see the report
of the annual conference of the church of jesus chriscchrist of latter day
saints salt lake city 1902 p 62 rich kept a record of all
dobbingsmobbingsmob withbings the names of the ministers involved see richs letter to
george A day conference president in south carolina dated september
2 1899 found in the letter books of the southernsoutsoursout-hern stateshern mission loc-
ated in the church archives historical department of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter cited as letter books SSIMSSM

6-ibid6-1bdb-ibid II11 no 38 august 19 1899 301

bid II11 no 39 august 25 1900 310

eiderselders journal II11 no 19 june 1 1905 298

7-
ibid

b-
ibid
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violence and even directed mobs president rich outspoken in his

criticism of ministers attributed 90 percent of dobbingsmobbingsmob againstbings the

missionaries to so called christian ministersministers1 who either inspired the

mob or led them in person one protestant catechism on mormonism asked

the question how should we treat them in answer the response was to

be when they come among us we should peaceably assemble and plainly

tell them to leave our neighborhood although in theory this seemed

peaceable enough in practice the same thought was often expressed in

more violent terms for example august 12 1900 elders encountered a

minister preaching against the mormonscormons in chester city south carolina

two days later they were confronted in the same vicinity by nearly one

hundred men the mob demanded their removal and the elders left the

county one mission chronicler noted that during the thirty years of
Q

mission history all dobbingsmobbingsmob havebings occurred during the revival season

indeed it appeared that some ministers affected organizations to remove

the missionaries two women ministers who led a mob which brutally

beat and stoned missionaries in 1905 claimed to be district leaders

latter
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9
of the national antimormonanti missionarymormon organization although suits

were filed against the two women the grand jury failed to indict them

because of prejudice existing in the hearts and minds of most of the

i t10common people

As ministers stirred up hatred and prejudice in the minds of the

people some political leaders used the controversial sect to further

their own interests governor mclaurin of mississippi addressing the

state legislature in january 1900 assailed the mormonscormons from his

pulpit there is no threatened danger to the state more harmful than

the lecherous teachings of the mormon apostles of polygamy

12
the roberts trial

much of the extreme persecution around the turn of the century

can be traced to the congressional election case of B H roberts in

9historical minutes SSM may 1905 see also elders
journal 11II no 19 june 1 1905 301 and III111ili no 6 november 15
1906 91 see chapter V p 38

in withdrawing the suits the prosecution stated in open
court public sentiment is so completely poisoned towards
persons who entertain the religious faith

report from the lawyers to rich dated june 14 1906
rewritten in the historical minutes SSM june 1906

star II11 no 10 february 3 1900 74 because
of prejudice rich had withdrawn most of the elders prior to the
governors address they were never reassigned in great numbers in the
few years afterwards because of the climate and the persecution see
rich letter to john henry smith dated march 21 1899 letter books
SSM see also chapter VI p 62

12
B H roberts A comprehensive history of the church of jesus

christ of latter daydy saints salt lake city deseret news press 1930
VI 363374363 374

C

11pulpit1

1-
111

19

10

11

mormonism that it
would be impracticable for them to receive justice at the hands of a
jury 11

11

richs
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1899 and 1900 robertsRo itbertsy will be remembered had served previously

as president of the southern states mission from 1884 to 1886 back

in the west his ability in the political arena was recognized and

three years after the creation of the state of utah roberts was elected

to congress on the democratic ticket in december 1898 a convention

of ministers in salt lake city appealed to the citizens of the nation

to protest the admission of roberts to congress on the grounds that he

was a polygamist and therefore supposedly in violation of an alleged

compact11compact or agreement of conditions upon which statehood had been

granted

during the next year agitation increased petitions were

circulated to gain support for the exclusion of roberts from congress

the church denied any interest in the nomination election or seating

of roberts claiming it as a purely political issue in the southern

states however the controversy took on tones of a religious war

against the missionaries and members especially new converts who fell
away after joining the church as the finger of scorn became too

13
intense prejudice often expressed itself in violent terms and by

september the entire mission seemed to be flooded with persecution

As the time for the convening of congress approached the ministers

became more aggressive and bitter and the newspapers more indecent and

untruthful advocating mob violence and claiming that utah had broken

faith with the nation and establishedreestablishedre polygamy it was during

this period of time that a mormon chapel in bushburgbushburgylushburgBushdush kentuckyburgburgyburgs was

star II11 no 12 february 17 1900 92

westy

C

C
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torn down with hammers saws and axes rather then being burned

to prevent the saints from recovering the loss by collecting fire
14

insurance

the smoot hearings

on january 20 1903 the legislature of the state of utah elec-

ted reed smoot as united states senator from utah As he was a member

of the quorum of the twelve apostles of the mormon church his election

was loudly objected to especially by a group of salt lake city

ministers businessmen and professional men who formally protested to

the senate requesting them to deny smoot a seat on the grounds that the

church controlled politics in utah and encouraged the practice of

polygamy

although mr smoot was sworn in as a senator the senate

committee on privileges and elections opened hearings on january 16

1904 during the next few years the press throughout the country

published the testimony as fast as it was given within a few months

of the opening of the hearings reverberations were being felt by the

missionaries in the south beginning with a marked coldness from non

members and even some members the persecution increased to a high

pitch by the summer of 1904 the missionaries described it as a

16
revival of the old spirit of persecution and hatred it included

14star I1 no 36 august 5 1899 284 see also
letter from rich to francis M lymanlrmanlymanarman dated january 9 1899 letter

roberts VI 390402390

elders

402

journal I1 no 11 june 1904 133

C
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many threats beatings and organized mobs in a report to salt lake

city president rich wrote that in nearly every case of this violence

the cause could be traced to the smoot investigation although this

letter lays the blame for the persecution upon the hearings in

washington it was written during the revival season suggesting that

the agitation of the secular ministers was the primary cause of the

problem the smoot case being only a pretext to attack the church an

analysis of the conference reports throughout these troubled years

1903 through 1907 confirms the fact that mob activity nearly ceased

during the nonrevivalnon seasonrevival winter and spring but peaked during

the summer and autumn however ministers had more to aid them than the

revivalistic spirit namely press reports of the investigation while

some reporters were fair others were biased and sensational losing

sight of the real issues and using the investigation as an excuse to
1 0

assault the church

the friendship of rich and roosevelt

in the midst of these critical events the southern states

mission as well as the entire church received an unexpected boost

to its public image from the president of the united states theodore

roosevelt although roosevelt had previously traveled in the west

he gained an intimate acquaintance with the church when he campaigned

in 1900 as a vice presidential candidate during his tour of idaho

roosevelt spoke at a whistle stop rally at rexburgredburgRex thereburg to greet

letter from rich to the first presidency dated june 3 1904
found in historical minutes SSM june 1904

1 Q

historical minutes SSM february 1905

17

18

17

18
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him was ben E rich on leave from his mission duties to attend the
19

october conference in salt lake city according to a family history

in introducing the candidate rich predicted that roosevelt would become

20president of the united states roosevelt was impressed with ben E

and invited him to accompany the entourage to salt lake city during

the long night ride the two privately discussed mormonism and the

problems facing the church evidently this discussion won rooseveltsRoose

sympathy

veltIs

and respect future events proved him to be a true friend of

ben E rich and the mormon church

roosevelts appreciation of church problems was further en-

hanced in march 1902 by a visit from ben E rich and john henry smith

a member of the quorum of the twelve As special envoys of the church

smith and rich were sent to washington to gain the support of roosevelt

to quash a proposed amendment to the constitution aimed against the
21mormon church As senator thomas kearns a non mormon from utah

presented smith and rich president roosevelt interrupted and greeted

19
benjamin L rich ben E rich an appreciation byly his son

beniaminbenjamin L rich salt lake city utah august 29 1950 biographical
pamphlet located in the church library salt lake city p 24

according to a newsman reporting the september 19th rally
rich referred to roosevelt as the next vice president ho I1 hope
will be inaugurated president in 19041 great applause u idaho daily
esmanboisestatesmanboiseStatesman idahoBoise september 20 1900 p 1 roosevelt was elec-
ted as vicepresidentvice inpresident november but when president mckinley was
assassinated in seplembersepcemberseptemberSep 1901Lembercember roosevelt was sworn in as president

21 sponsors of the proposed amendment claimed it was necessary
to force the mormonscormons to stop practicing polygamy since the church had
officially stopped solemnizingsolemn newizing polygomouspolydomous marriages by the manifesto
of 1890 the proposed amendment was intended to embarrass the church

apprec lation

20
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them as old friends who needed no introduction somewhat chagrined
22

kearns withdrew from the private interview of utah matters after

meetings with the president and senators friendly to the mormon church

john henry smith reported to the church authorities that the agitation

for the proposed amendment would have no success and the policy of
23party leaders was silence

in september 1902 president roosevelt traveled to southern

cities on a speaking tour duringdurinadurino a parade in chattanooga on september

8 roosevelt heard a voice call out how do you do mr president

turning the president discovered the face of ben E rich As a

courtesy to his friend roosevelt then halted the procession walked

to the crowded curb and warmly greeted rich after asking about the

work in the mission field and the iobbingsnobbingsdobbingsnobiob ofbings missionaries roosevelt

then remarked I1 think now by this recognition you will have more

friends in the south this complement prediction veritably came

true rooseveltsRoosevelt open greeting helped rich gain esteem of leading men

24of chattanooga and the respect of men throughout the mission

eseretdeseret news salt lake city march 19 1902 p 1 see also
rich ben L op cit p 26 in which the details of this interview
are somewhat confused with a meeting between rich and roosevelt in
december 1903

23
minutes of a meeting of the first presidency and the twelve

found in journal history of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints salt lake city on microfilm church archives historical
department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints april 3

1902 p 5

24rich benjamin L op cit p 26 rich apparently wrote to
his friend john henry smith the same day the incident occurred in
answer to richs letter of september 8 smith wrote that the account
was a jolt to me as well as yourself A few days later smith relayed
the details to a fellow quorum membermeiamera henwhenuhenber president roosevelt

C

22 p1
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rooseveltsRoosevel support of smoot

when public support for the ouster of senator smoot began to

be taken seriously by the senate church leaders determined to privately

call upon roosevelt for support the sensitivity of the issue dictated

the utmost caution for although church leaders considered the attack

upon smoot in reality an attack upon the church they feared that

publicity would damage smootssmooth case as well as church relations with the

public because of his close friendship with the president ben E rich

was selected for this most delicate mission john henry smith wrote to

rich describing what he was to do

there seems to be quite a storm brewing in washington and I1
have become impressed with the idea that you had better go on up
there at once and without making any noise whatever see the
president also feel of our mutual friend dubois and
get at his spirit all of our old time friends and get
the lay of the land

do all you can to modify the feeling that has been awakened
and the liberties of all men own

religionists among this if you have money
report to me at once of the amount that you may need and T will
forward it to you

let me know how and dubois receive you and
any others you meet be on your guard but get mens hearts if you
can count on my standing by you see how reed feels and if he
anticipates being able to pull through give him all the help
you can do what you can with hanna as also with
without making any promises we can not carry out

keep in full accord with reed and if you find your presence
there is unpleasant to him write to me at once and go into your
field I11 am serious in this so dont be uneasy advise the
president he has our friendship and that we will be loyal to him

visited chattanooga the other day in walking in the procession from the
hotel to the auditorium he spied among the thousands in the

streets ben E rich and rushing out of the ranks clasped him with both
hands and said T am mighty glad to see yout mr rich blanks
indicate words which are illegibleilleaible in the original source-ssource-j see letters
from john henry smith to rich dated september 14 1902 and to francis
M lyman dated september 17 1902 in letter books of john henry smith
on microfilm church archives historical department of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter cited as JH smith letters

0
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well ben move at once and feel as quietly as you can
you shall have my prayers and blessing as also that of
others

upon receipt of these instructions rich left for washington

his interview with president roosevelt described by ben L rich was

to the point the president said he had one question to ask and that

was Is reed smoot a polygamist or has he ever been a polygamist

after being answered in the negative he said by all thats holy I1

say to you that reed smoot is entitled to his seat in the senate under

the constitution and the fact that he is a high church officer makes no
n

difference I1 shall do all in my power to help him retain his seat

following his interview with the president rich visited with

other key government leaders of the senate this mission was later

credited by joseph F smith mormon church president as the greatest
27single factor in smoots victory richs testimonial to roosevelt

25letter from john henry smith to ben E rich in JH smith
letters november 14 1903 these instructions were sent shortly after
president joseph F smith received information from smoot describing
the forming of senatorial opposition against him see the letter from
smoot to joseph F smith dated november 10 1903 from the smoot
correspondence papers at the brigham young university library archives
hereafter cited as smoot correspondence

rich benjamin L op cit p 26 ben L rich confuses this
secret interview with the more publicized interview of john henry smith
and ben E rich with president roosevelt in 1902 conditions in
washington at the time required rich to keep the news of his interview
with the president from the papers correspondence from washington
to church leaders subject to prying were sent in cipher or by inter-
mediaries and documentation of the visit is difficult rich did go
to washington however on november 25 smoot wrote of rich coming to
washington and on november 27 john henry smith answered a commun-
ication from rich that he smith was pleased that our mutual friend

smoot has come to the conclusion you may be of use to him see
letter of john henry smith to rich in JH smith letters november 27
1903 letter from smoot to joseph F smith
november 25 1903

27
rich ben L ibid

25
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combined with smootssmooths statementsta ofcementtenent his own upright conduct con-

vinced president roosevelt that smoot should retain his senate seat

roosevelt expressed his opinion of the hearings in octoberoctobers 1904

following a split into two factions by the utah republicans the

mormonscormons supportinsupporting smoot the non mormonscormons supporting kearns

this unfortunate affair is attributable not in the least
to any real movement against the mormonscormonsMor butmons to pure faction
fighting the polygamy business is a mere pretense
at the same time I1 do not see how I1 can interfere one way or
the other in the matter n

rooseveltroosevelts s action in the smoot case

roosevelt did interfere however at least it appeared so

at the height of the development of the smoot investigation in january

1905 roosevelt appointed robert W tayler of ohio chairman of the

special house committee during the B H roberts trial and now chief

counsel for the complainants against smoot to a federal judgeship in

northern ohio this controversial action created considerable con-

fusion in the ranks of the smoot opposition because it left them without

the caliber of man to replace judge tayler although tayler continued

00
describing this interview president2 roosevelt wrote

he came to me of his own accord and not only assured me that he
was not a polygamist but I1 may add assured me that he had never had
relations with any woman excepting his own wife and I1 may also add that
it was thetiietile universal testimony of all who knew anything of his domestic
life that it wasws examplaryexemplaryexam inplary every way roosevelt also stated that
every mormon with whom he had ever spoken had assured him of the
churchschurchchurche true renunciation of polygamy see the letter of roosevelt to
isaac russellRusselrusseli februarylt 4 1911igli eltingeiting E morrison ed letters of
theodore roosevelt cambridge mass harvard university press 1954197ign
VII 223225223 hereafter225 referred to as letters of theodore roosevelt

29letter to edward wingate hatch from roosevelt dated october
1 1904 letters of theodore roosevelt IV 965

28
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as counsel for the complainants in the hearings before the senate

committee on elections and privileges the press and the mood of the
30country swung increasingly in the favor of smoot

A windingdownWinding ofDown persecution

in the south the last widespread mob action took place in the

summer and autumn of 1905 by january of 1906 monthly reports from

the missionaries began to reflect an increased tolerance toward the

mormon religion from alabama an elder wrote the old time prejudice

is nearly a thing of the past in certain localities another

in kentucky added the prejudice is gradually dying out and the people

are beginning to see the light of truth instances were reported of

ministers unable to raise mobs while a controversy between ministers

and elders in kentucky resulted in the best citizens and leading men

31
of the city sustaining the elders although much opposition

still existedexist reportsedsedy summarizing the year described the dobbingsmobbingsmob asbings
32comparatively11comparatively few and conditions in the mission as never better

parallel to this decrease of persecution of the church in the

south were several southern newspaper articles favorable to smoot with

at least one which directly encouraged the retention of the senator

B H1h roberts felt that roosevelt made the appointment of
tayler in an attempt to weaken the opposition of the complainants and
that roosevelt was as unethical in offering the judgeship as tayler was
in accepting it see robertsrobertss VI 396 397

31elders journal 1I no 9 january I11 19061906t 149 1I no 21
july 1 1906 397 1I no 16 april 1 1906 304 IV no 3
november 1I 1906 70

ibid IV no 8 january 15 1907 191 IV no 9 february
1 1907 222

19069
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naynag after listing reasons why the

senate should not exclude smoot chastisedchastized religious bigotry in the

matter there has been a sinful waste of so called christian senti
33

ment on smoot we hope that he will not be disturbed in his seat

35

the press in Charlestocharleston south carolinaCaroli

the end of the smoot hearings

finally the senate committee on privileges and elections made

their report in june 1906 by a vote of seven to five the committee

recommended that smoot be deprived of his seat in the senate however

the five minority committeeconnit memberstee submitted views contrary to the

majority

the conditions existing in utah since reed smoot became an
official of the mormon church in 1900 have been such that non
mormonscormons and mormonscormons alike have acquiesced in polygamous cohabita-
tion on the part of those who married before the manifesto of
1890 as an evil that could best be gotten rid of by simply toler-
ating it until in the natural course of events it shall have
passed out of existence

with this disposition prevailing everywhere in the state of
utah among all classes the gentile or non mormon population as
well as among the mormonscormons chethe undersignedundersignerunder aresigned of the opinion
that there is no just ground for expelling senator smoot or for
finding him disqualified to hold the seat he occupies because of
the fact that he in common with all the people of his state has
not made war upon but has acquiesced in a condition for which
he had no original responsibility in doing so hebe has only con-
formed to what non mormonscormons hostile to his church as well as
mormonscormonsMor havemons concluded is under all the circumstances not
only the wisest course to pursue but probably the only course
that promises effective and satisfactory results

signed J B foraker
albert J beveridge
wm P dillingham
A

9

J hopkins
P 0 knox 1134

1 0
fromfroin the news and courier charlestonharleston south carolinaCarolicarolina-s as

reprinted in the elders journal IV no 10 february 15 1907 236-
237
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the church capitalized on this report and had thousands of copies of

the minority report immediately printed and distributed throughout the

church missions within the united states the final decision of

smootssmooth standingstandistandl howeverngg rested with the senate itself from

decemberDec 190619069emberg when senator dubois introduced the committee resolution

to the following februaryfebruar3 the controversy was debated upon the floor

of the senate finally on february 20 1907y the senate voted and

rejected the recommendation of the committee smoot retained his

seat 35

subsequent newspaper editorials in the large southern cities

chattanooga richmondRichmonrichmonds atlanta montgomery and charleston concurred

with the majority vote of the senate no southern journal of any promi-

nence editorialized to the contrary

to the mormonsmormons3cormonsMor themons victory of smoot was a victory of the

church the attack on smoot had been an attack against the mormonscormonsMor

the

mons

general feeling of church leaders toward roosevelt was gratitude

near the end of the committee hearingshearingsphearing president joseph F smith

cautioned smoot to be independent and be the central figure although

smootssmooth political enemies were fighting the church then he asked

smoot to convey a message to roosevelt

35before the senate made its final decisiondecidecl boiesslongsiongsions penrose
powerful leader of the senate with a reputation of a professional
bachelbachelorbachelors said I1 dont see why we cant get along just as well with
a polygamist who doesnt polygpoleg as we do with a lot of monogamists who
dont monog readers digest june 1958 p 142 quoting francis T

plimpton at hearstamhearstAm college the vote to accept the committees
recommendation stood yeas 28 nays 42 not voting 20 roberts VI
398399398 399

elders journaljournalsJourn IVivpimpalpalsais no 12 march 15 1907 277279277 279

1907

sea

char le s ton

36

0

mono di

282
1

36

dp

sp



I1 hold president roosevelt in the
highest esteem as the president of the united states of the
whole people and totnotnoh a part of them only broad minded generous
honest and fearless god bless himhinihinl we pray for him
constantly37constantly

upon

37

hearing the victorious news of the senate vote to reject

the resolution of the committee and retain smoot as senator president

smith sent another message to smoot kindly say to the president

in my behalf that god alone knows our heartfelt appreciation of his
00

absolutely fair and kindly consideration of your case

37

express my most sincere regard and admiration to
president roosevelt

C

38
23t

1-
138

37letter to smoot from joseph F smith dated may 18 1906
in the personal letter books of joseph F smith on microfilm church
archivesArch historicalivest department of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints
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CHAPTER V

CAUSES OF CONFLICT A DEFENSE THE STAR

in mormon mission history violence against missionaries in

the southern united states was common moresoforeso than other fields of

missionary work within the nation and throughout the world caught in

the turmoil of the era elders in the south attributed the mobocracy to

the most visible causes the influence of secular ministers and hostile

news reporters who created headlines at the expense of the public image

of the church this image however had been tarnishing since the

mormonscormons had left for the west a half century earlier it was intro-

duced and fostered by a potpourri of commentaries and novels authoredauthurauthor
by mormon apostates and crusading religionists as well as serious

writers by the end of the nineteenth century the popular image of the

typical mormon had become the antithesis of the truth he was a

drunken abusive husband 11 although mormonscormons were generally totalersteetotalerstee

ilehellelie was a procurer for his polygamist leaders a seducer of innocent

women and a lustful torturer As imagined enemies mormonscormons became

merged with catholics and masons a stereotype of antichristanti andchrist un

american grossly immoral and loyallocal to a subversive autonomous group

leonard J arrington and jon haupt intolerable zion the
image of mormonism in the nineteenth century american literature the
western humanities review XXII summersunner 1968 243260243 arrington260 and
haupt also list fifty anti mormon novels written in the nineteenth
century pp 257260257 and260 analyze the earliest four all written
ostensibly at least by women as prototypes of later antianciancl mormon

literature neal lambert saints sinners and scribes A look at the
mormonscormons irlinirilri fiction utah historical quarterly XXXVI winter 68 637663

38
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the mormon elder traveling without money or weapon was a convenient
2

victim for any would be assassin under these conditions

A violent south in a violent america

it is to be expected that the mormonscormons would be an object of

violent persecution in america for although the mormonscormons considered

the constitution to be divinely inspired and america to be zion a land

of refuge and safety for the immigrant converts yet america was a

violent host a country with a history of commonplace and frequent

violence

another paradox arises however in the fact that other sections

of the country held the same dislike for the mormonscormonsMor yetmons reacted

against them with considerably less violence than did southerners the

difference is most probably due to the violent nature of the south it-
self As shown by insurance statistics the national homicide rate for

the decade 1901 to 1910 for cities over 25000 population was 7.272 per

hundred thousand the seven highest cities in that study were southern

memphis with a rate of 47.1471 charleston 27.7277 savannah 25.6256 new

4
orleans 22.2222 atlanta 17.1171 louisville 16.5165 and nashville 13613.6

2
david brion davis some themes of counter subversion an

analysis of antimasonicanti antimasonic catholic and antimormonanti literaturemormon 11

the mississippi valley historical review XLVII september 1960 205-
224 see also mark W cannon the crusades against the masons
catholics and mormonscormonsMor separateseperateSemons wavesperate of a common current brigham
young university studies III111liilil winter 1961 234023

america

40

is not more violent than other nations but is more
accepting of its violence richard hofstadterhofstadt ed american violence
A documentary history new york alfred A knopf 1970 ppap 363

4

6

frederick L hoffman explainingtxplaining our homicide record

the
mississippi

3

f act

13

mississi

er

Lliteraryiteraryliterary digest XXXXV october 19 1912 665 findings reprinted in
william D miller myth and new south city murder rates
mississi P

72

471 256

222 171 165 136
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in another study of the 2875 lynchingslynch inings the united states from 1885

to 1903 by geographical division they occurred as follows south

2499 west 302 far west 63 and the east 11

the reasons for the post bellum violence in the south may never

be fully understood but several theories with obvious possibilities

have been presented by scholars in recent times in a study entitled

myth and new south city murder rates william miller suggests that

murder became accepted by many as an act of community preservation to

kill brought community the old southern values related to the

agrarian feudal system of estate rights described by the words honor

duty integrity fidelity and bravery were severely undermined

after the civil war defeat freedom of the slaves poverty and social

instability intensified the impulse to preserve the old values many

southerners developed a homicidal sensitivity if honor bravery or

white womanhood became threatened

closely allied with millers hypothesis are the conclusions of

sheldon hackney in his paper southern violence after examining

several possible theories he points to guilt defeat and poverty as

contributing causes of the violence but defines the southern sense of

grievance as probably the greatest single cause in the mind of a

southerner his way of life had been preserved by a continual struggle

elderseiders journal chattanooga tennessee II11 no 18 may 15
1905 284

miller op cit p 920 in 1901 elders met by an armed mob
commented this co used to be friendly but one of the elders diss
obeying sic council by paying attention to a young lady caused their
hatred to reach the boiling pitch see historical minutes of thetbt
southern states mission church archives historical departmentdenartment of the
church of jesusjes christas of latter day saints january 1901
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against the invasion of outsiders the abolitionists the blue coats

and the carpetbaggerycarpetbaggerscarpet tobaggers this list then could be added the mormon

elders from the west who threatened and chipped away at cherished values

converted friends and relatives and then hustled them off as rapidly
Q

as possible to utah

A vigorous defense the star

in the face of the continued propaganda onslaught against the

church by the southern sectarian ministers and press presidents of the

mission for years had contemplated the publishing of a newspaper to

voice the church position in controversial issues and to respond to

attacks on church doctrine and practices president elias S kimball

had attempted to establish a paper but due to nonsupportnon wassupport forced
9

to abandon the effort

sheldonsheidon hackney southern violence the american historical
review LXXXIV february 1969 906925906 hackneys925 paper critically
examines an earlier study W J cashs classic the mind of the south
london thames and hudson 1941 cash defines the southern rape

complex a tendency of white southerners to view threats of negroes
against white womanhood as degrading as rape and therefore termed as
rape hence a criminal charge of rape often referred to a less

serious offenceoffense but resulted in the execution of the offender for an
example of this against the mormon missionaries see chapter VII p 74
of this thesis see also gene A sessions myth mormonism and murder
in the south unpublished manuscript on file in the historical depart-
ment church of jesus christ of latter day saints accepted for pu-
blication by the south atlantic quarterly

0
from the atlanta constitution reprinted in the lattelatter

7

8
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day
saints southern starstae chattanoogahattanooga tennessee I1 no I11 december 3

1898 6 hereafter cited as star by this time new converts were not
encouraged to emigrate but to remain and strengthen local congregations
see star 1I no 10 february 4 1899 76 the missionary effort had
been greatly hampered by statements of apostates who had previously
emigrated to the west but had become dissatisfied with the climate the
people and the church and then had returned to the south see
historical minutes SSM june 1889

9scarstar I1 no 52 november 25 1899 409

9.9
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As successor to kimball ben E rich was also enthusiastic about

the prospect of a mission newspaper with his background as a newspaper

editor in idaho rich obtained a promise of financial support from his

missionaries and proceeded to publish the latter day saints southern

star the name and the format patterned after the millennial star a

missionary journal of the church published in england beginning in 1840

the significance of the name of the millennial star was described in the

first issue by its editor parley P pratt

that luminary which nightly conducted may be a means
in the hand of god of breaking the slumber and silence of mid-
night darkness which like a gloomy cloud has long hung
over the moral horizon of dispelling the mists of error and
superstition which have darkened the understanding and benumbed
and blunted every great and noble faculty of the soulsoui and of
kindling a spark of light in the hearts of thousands which will
at length blaze forth and light up the dawn of that bright day
which was seen afar off by holy men of old the sabbath of
creation

in the first issue of the southern star of december 3 1898

the purpose of the paper was modestly but boldly described under the

caption our salutatorysalutatory11

in

11

making our bow to the public we do so with some degree
of diffidence on account of the endless array of literary
religious and other stars glittering in the already brightened
canopy of the scholastic world the southern star will
represent the interests of the latter day sic saintssaints1 mission
of the church of jesus christ it will have no desire to
engage in controversial discussions with any one sic striving
rather to refrain from noticing any attack made on our gallant
elders or their teachings they are and have been struggling

editor parley P pratt a member of the twelve composed a
stirring hymn the morning breaks the shadows flee which was
printed on the cover ofdf the first edition of the millennial star
parley P pratt jr ed autobiography of parley P pratt salt lake
city deseret book co 19641954 sixth edition 303

millennial star I1 no I11 may 1840 2 as reprinted in the
last edition millennial star CXXXII december 1970 10

10

11
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against such odds with malevolent preachers religious bigots and
small souled newspapers it will however when possible to
avoid decendingdefendingdec sicending to the level of such character malignersmalig wageners
a dignified and determined war to the dissipation of terror
and establishment of truth

the star published weekly on sheets 8148 inches14 by 111411

inches

14

continued with 105 numbers until its last issue on december 1

1900 its bold frontispiece featured drawings of the bust of joseph

smith and of the salt lake tabernacle and temple and included the

statement by the apostle paul but though we or an angel from heaven

preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto

you let him be accursed galatians 18

in the two volumes of the star short historical sketches

entitled history of the southern states mission summarized the entire

mission history from 1875 to november 1900 it was feared by some

church leaders that the publication of the history especially of the

joseph standing martyrdom would create a renewed spirit of persecution

however president rich continued to have the articles published

believing they could do no harm but would be a strength to the saints in
13the mission

the star was a manual of instructions policy statements and

cautions to the elders and contained letters and reports from the

various conference presidents to the mission headquarters it included

12 star I1 no 1 december 3 1898 4

13letter of john henry smith to rich in the letter books of
john henry smith february 9 1899 on microfilm in the church archives
historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints letter of rich to francis M lyman in the southern states
mission letter books april 20 1899 located in the church archives
historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

12
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minutes of the meetings of various conferences and outlines of some of

the talks it served as a weekly visit from the elders filled as

it was with inspirational thoughts and stories of healings miracles
14

and the fulfillment of prophecies it even listed the weekly obitu-

aries with commentaries such as a faithful latter day saint or a

dear friend to the elders 11

the star contained a weekly statistical summary which included

the number of elders in the mission the miles walked families visited

books and tracts distributed baptisms and blessings and the number of

branches and sunday schools organized this report even numbered the

families that rejected the testimonies of the elders or refused to

shelter or feed them

over the horizonhorizoborizo

after a year of publication the financial condition of the star

was in the black but it had required constant appeals to the elders

and saints for one dollar and fifty cents per year subscriptions

by the end of the second year with the number of elders assigned to

14many stories recounted the retribution of god because people
had earlier rejected or harmed the elders A typical example is the
story of an elder perry being brutally whipped while tied to a tree in
cherokee county north carolina the elder had prophesied that the
tree would die and in three days the leaves became
withered as though the tree had been in a fire similar accounts told
of destruction of homes and cities by fire hurricanes etc see A

visit to the stump star I1 no 18 april 1 1899 143 11II no 21
april 21 1900 168 11II no 23 may 5 1900 184

in a request to released missionaries for support the editors
pled the president of the southern states mission knows of no greater
compliment that could be paid him or the mission than an occasional
order for the star star I1 no 29 june 17 1899 228
the subscription price for volume II11 dropped to one dollar to encourage
greater circulation

n
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the mission constantly diminishing rich regretfully discontinued the

star while it remained solvent the last issue included an open

letter from the editor to the saints of the sunny south 1 expressing

his love counsel and blessing may the peace and blessings of

heaven attend you mercy and justice prevail righteousness increase

love abound the truth spread and liberty and freedom extend from

pole to pole

at its demise the star had a circulation of about twenty-
five hundred see elders journal 111IIIlii no 21 july 1 1906 390

star II11 no 52 november 24 1900 414
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CHAPTER VI

THE TURN OF THE CENTURY

the plight of the membership

the publication of the star was only one of several methods

employed by the southern states mission to strengthen the southern

membership which for years had been depleted of the strongest members

by continuous emigration to zion however at the arrival of ben E

rich in 1898 the policy of emigration was markedly changed church

leaders instructed him to encourage only the strongest members

grounded in the gospel and with financial ability to gather to the

west the missionary effort had suffered as a result of new converts

who had left for the west encountered financial difficulties apostaacosta

tizedsized and then returned to the south bitter from the experience and

angry at the church As a result of this new emigration molicyoolicy many

of the poor converts remained in the south isolated from other me-

mbers and persecuted by their neighbors in these circumstances some

the labor market in the west could not sustain the influx of
converts and many became unemployed and a burden to the church the
general authorities also felt a need to strengthen the missions by dis-
couraging emigration see letters from the first presidency to rich
january 16 and 20 1899 letter books of lorenzo snow on microfilm
church archives historical department of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints hereafter referred to as letter books of lorenzo
snow and letter from the first presidency to rich dated november 11
1901 in the letter books of joseph F smith on microfilm church
archives historical department church of jesus christ of latter day
saints hereafter referred to as letter books of joseph F smith

46
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of the poor desperately proposed the establishment of mormon colonies

in localities in the south although their appeals were heartrending

to church leaders president joseph F smith rejected the proposals on

the grounds that opposition and even cruel persecution toward these
2

colonies would resultresuit

when the colonization schemes were not accepted ben E rich

sought to strengthen the membership of the mission through the means

at his disposal

resu t

0

19019

139

saintsv

129 30p 19109

the missionaries since nearly all the members lived

in country districts previous missionary work had been conducted only

in rural areas rich assigned some of his five hundred elders to labor

exclusively with the sunday schools organized wherever small groups of

saints could meet As these sunday schools grew they were organized

into numerous branches of the church but
3-

but
u-

but by 1900 because of per-

secution and their small numbers less2 than ten branches had constructed

chapels

2
letter dated november 11 1901 in letter books of joseph F

smith president smithtssmith1ssmiths answer was a response to an appeal for counsel
from E B dorman bradleytonbradleyton2Brad alabamaleyton dated september 13 1901 his
letter is found in the personal papers of ben E rich located in church
archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints hereafter referred to as papers of ben E rich after con-
tinual requests to allow colonization church2 leaders did investigate
the purchase of large tracts of land for settlements in georgia texastexasp2

oklahoma and2 other areas of the south but by 1910 they abandoned the
colonization effort see various letters of joseph F smithsmiths dated may
5 1905 december 12 1907 july 30 1908 and july 1910iglo in letter
books of joseph F smith

0

latter day saints southern star chattanooga tennessee2 Tennes I1se-elsee-n
no 10 march 18 1899 125 hereafter referred to as star early
records do not number branches or sunday schools but in the year 1898
46 sunday schools and 10 branches were organized at the close of the
year 1898 the mission numbered including children about 9200

secution

r
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the elders and the saints

these scattered saints were responsible in large partpartsparty for the

care feedingfee anddinodinc housing of the elders during times of persecution

homes of members became the oases for traveling elders upon numerous

occasions missionaries were saved from injury and death by protective

members determined to meet the mobs headon rather than allow harm to

their missionaries when elders visited member homes outside of

organized branches they were in essence the church they adminis
4teredcered the ordinance of the sacrament collected tithing and other con-

tributions delivered church publications and otherwise concerned

themselves with the needs of members within their assigned area

typically elders were assigned to a single conference for their entire

length of mission service and the bond of mutual friendship between

missionary and member became very strong the members held these rep-

resentatives of the church in high esteem and often refused to have

funerals of loved ones preached until an elder arrived to conduct

the services even if they were memorial services several months or

years laterlatera

uhenwhen the number of elders serving in the mission dropped from

nearly 500 in 1899 to an average of 198 in 1901 many members became

alarmed and a common letter to the mission president read here are

4
the sacrament is the name in the mormon church for the

ordinance of the lord supper

in one instance in 1906906gog elders preached the funeral sermon
of sister winnefred booth she died in 1901

later5
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the elderselders1eiders or send the elders to preach to us rich responded

by assigning a greater portion of the remaining missionary force to

work with the members in a letter to the saints he encouraged

we want to be one large ward and cannot afford nor do we desire
to have any feel that they are not members of the organization
our elders are valuable block teachers as we call them in
zion and we feel that their visits are appreciated

A ductonreductionRe of the missionary force

president rich was keenly disappointed with the large drop in

his missionary force in a report to the millennial star he lamented

the reduction of the great number of southern states elders for some

unseen reasonsreason1

the diminished missionary force in the south was a result of

several factors not truly unseen by the southern states mission

president the reasons had been explained to him but unacceptable

to rich nonetheless the basic cause for the drop in numbers of

missionaries was due to fewer being called whereas during the several

years prior to 1900 peak numbers of missionaries accepted calls from

the church the year of 1900 saw a drop of 20 percent and the next

year another 28 percent see appendix E

in 1901 alone the missionary force was reduced from over 300
to a low of 146 see historical minutes of the southern states mission
for 1901 located in the church archives historical department of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter referred to as
historical minutes SSM

elderseiders journal atlanta georgia I1 no 6 january 1904
55

millennial star LXVI no 14 april 7 1904 210
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A second reason was the decision of the authorities of the

church to send a greater number of missionaries to europe rather than

to the united states because results in our missionary fields in

the united states do not warrent the expenditure of energy and means

now bestowed upon them 11 president george Q cannon counselor to the

ill church president lorenzo snow urged the reduction of the mission-

ary force in the south cannon believed as the reports of president

rich seemed to indicate that most of the southern people had received

repeated visits from the mormon elders and that the church had done its
9full duty to these people when describing the excellent work of

the missionaries rich unintentionally left the impression that the

southern mission had been thoroughly canvassed in the april 1902

conference he reported the statistics of the proselyting work and then

added I1 believe there is not a house outside of the larger cities of

the south where the mormon elders have not tapped at the door in

his conference talk of october 1904 rich attempted to correct the

impression that the elders in the south had visited everyone after

reporting that only 175 elders were in the southern states mission

rich hinted at the need for more there seems to be an awakening in

the hearts of the people a desire to know gods will and our elders

find plenty of opportunity to preach the gospel 10

9letters from george reynolds secretary of the first presidency
to rich dated july 25 1900 and march 15 1901 in the letter books of
lorenzo snow

ben E rich general conference addresses official report of
the annual general conference of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints april 1902 salt lake city the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints nd p 62 hereafter referred to as conference
report see also conference report october 1904 p 39
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during the same years 189919011899 other1901 conditions in the

southern states mission severe persecution widespreadwide illnessspread and

frequent death of the elders were suggested to president rich as

reasons for not maintaining the large number of missionaries

the monumental beggar

in spite of his being informed of these reasons throughout his

administration of the southern states mission rich hounded church

authorities for more and better qualified missionaries in august

1898 shortly after his arrival in the south rich pressed george

reynolds secretary of the first presidency for more elders and re-

quested permission for himself rich to canvass the stakes of the

church adding I1 will guarantee to the servants of god that the
12southern states mission will not go hungry for missionaries

letter from rich to kimball february 18 1899 in the
southern states mission letter books church archives historical
department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter
referred to as SSM letter books

12letter to george reynolds dated august 25 1898 SSM letter
books

C

be

1-
112

11

in-

stead of this course of action rich submitted a list of six hundred

names of prospective missionaries to be called to the south by church

authorities of the six hundred few were qualified or able to serve

a mission but some were sent to the south from time to time

john henry smith referred to the difficulty of finding places
for the large body of elders to remain quiet during the hot months
letter of smith to rich dated august 16 1899 in the letter books of
john henry smith on microfilm in the church archives historical
department the church of jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter
referred to as JH smith letters A former southern states mission
president J golden kimball confided to rich the intention of the
authorities to not increase the number of elders in the south on
account of the fear of persecution rich felt that this action bordered
on cowardice



I1 would personally be glad to

turn you loose in the schools of the church to find any and as many as
14possible who would be suited for missions

52

not satisfied with secretary reynoldsreynoldo response to his frequent
13pleading for better qualified missionaries rich accused church

authorities of making the southern states mission a dumping ground for

uncouth slovenly and filthy elders 11 joseph F smith a counselor in

the first presidency at the time answered richs letter he denied the

charge and explained the efforts of the church to better train pros-

pective missionaries adding

all of richsriches efforts to prod the church for more missionaries

were unsuccessful and the missionary force during 190219051902 dwindled1905 to

between 180 and 200 in august 1904 after proposing that unmarried

elders be released only after they served at least two and one half

years rich requested that an average of three hundred elders be

assigned to his mission and questioned the logic of havingbaving so few elders

in the south

more converts to the faith can be made in this mission than in
all the rest of the missions in the united states put together
and I1 think that when the southern states was cut down from five
hundred to two hundred elders the cut was a little too deep and
painful

he concluded this letter to the first presidency by optimistically

adding now I1 believe you are going to do it send an average of three

13
reynolds reminded rich that the lord takes weak things

and that he is continually keeping us in mind of this declaration
letter from the first presidency to rich dated march 1 1900 letter
books of lorenzo snow

letter from joseph F smith to rich dated march 29 1900
in the personal letter books of joseph F smith on microfilm church
archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints

11
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hundred elders and therefore I1 want to thank you in advance

ben E rich lost very few occasions to remind the general

authorities and the church membership of his need for more elders in

his frequent reports to the general conference sessions in salt lake

city rich informed the congregations of the great need of the

religious southern people for greater numbers of missionaries in one

address he referred to his hounding of the general authorities for more

elders and jokingly labeled himself a monumental beggar

the missionaries

although mission records only describe the elders by name

occasional clues give a profile of those who were called to the

southern states the average age of the missionary was probably in

the mid twenties many were married men often having several children
17at home

walking down a red dirt road or along railroad tracks the

elders presented a peculiar sight an ohio newsman described their

appearance garbed all in black with long coats and black
10

ties the missionary usually carried a grip briefcase containing

letter from rich to the first presidency dated august 5 1904
in SSM letter books by 1906 the number of missionaries in the mission
averaged 276

from president richs address conference report april 1905
p 31

statistics of the number of married missionaries were not
kept however one list of elders released during a twovweektwo periodweek in
1899 indicated fourteen married and four single or about 80 percent
SSM letter books march 4 1899 A favorite poem of the elders was
one entitled papa on A mission

star II11 no 40 septemberseptember 1 1900 317
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books tracts personal essentials etc in one hand an an umbrella

in the other his uniform consisted of a straw or derby hat depending

on the season of the year and a suit identical to his companions

these prince albert suits manufactured in cincinnattiCincin especiallynatti for

southern states missionaries were the standard dress until about 1900

when the mission ordered lighter alpaca suits and changed from the

prince albert style

the financial cost to the missionary

the southern states mission was recognized as the cheapest one

in the world and occasionally elders in other missions and newly

called missionaries unable to bear the added expense of their fields

were transferred to the southern states elders in the south could

subsist on three to four hundred dollars during their years of service

the elders instructed to avoid carrying money on their person to make

19
them more dependent upon the lord were encouraged to keep a ready

account at the mission for the purchase of clothing personal supplies

books and tracts

many of the poorer elders unable to keep an account of ready

cash drew upon mission funds for emergencies and other needs until the

mission was in deep debt when richs renewed efforts to have the

missionaries keep at least fifty dollars on deposit at mission

headquarters caused additional hardships for supporting families back

star I1 no 15 march 11 1899 116 see also page 66 of
this chapterch foripter a discussion of purse and scrip

mission
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20home he appealed to home town church leaders for additional support

the cost of books and tracts was a constant drain to the

missionaries funds after purchasing them from the mission head-

quarters the elders often gave the materials to investigators too

poor to purchase them books of mormon sold for sixty cents and the
21elders were continually embarrassed by the reorganitesreorganizes who sold them

for fifty cents and told people that the mormon elders were simply

book agents president rich finally refused to pay the higher price

asked by the salt lake firm cannon and sons and threatened to order
22

them direct from england or print them in the southern states mission

finally by august 1902 through the cooperative efforts of several

missions the book of mormon was made available for fifty cents and

the elders were invited to renew their efforts to place the books in
23

homes

in spite of the efforts of president rich to lower the

necessary expenditure of missionariesmissionaries1 funds the indebtedness of the

20letter to presidents of stakes and bishops of wards in zion
dated march 10 1900 in the personal papers of ben E rich church
archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints box 1 folder 5 hereafter referred to as personal papers
of ben E rich

21 the term reorganitesreorganizes was a nickname for the reorganized
church of jesus christ of latter day saints organized in 1860 by
those who rejected brigham young and the twelve as successors to the
martyredmarty josephred smith their headquarters were at independence
missouri

22 letter from rich to george Q cannon and sons co dated may
5 1899 in the SSM letter books

23letter from rich to conference presidents dated august 13
1902 in the southern states mission papers church archives historical
department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints box 3

hereafter referred to as SSM papers

1
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elders to the mission continued to rise by 1905 the church past
0

a financial crisis paid the costs for all missionary tracts but

still the missionary debts mounted forcing the mission to refuse
25further credit to missionaries

mission finances

when ben E rich was called to the southern states mission

in 1898 the church was saddled with an indebtedness of 1250000

and with creditors pressing hard for payment this financial emba-

rrassment partially resulted from costs associated with the judicial

crusade against church members and the escheatment and maladministra-

tion of church properties by the federal government prior to the 1890

manifesto declaring a cessation of polygamy by the mormon church

the indebtedness was a vexing problem for the church because many

members unwilling to see their donations fall into government hands
rr

had stopped the practice of paying tithing to the church

with this large indebtedness hanging over it the church

leaders were anxious that proselyting efforts not drain the tithing

funds more than necessary they were particularly concerned that

results of missionary labors be commensurate with the expenditure of

24letter from rich to conference presidents dated november
15 1904 in the SSM papers box 3

25letter to the elders of the southern states mission dated
may 14 1907 in the SSM papers box 3 the mission carried unpaid
missionary loans totaling about three thousand dollars by 1907

9
leonard J arrington great basin kingdom cambridge

massachusetts harvard university press 1958 ppap 376379376 400403400379 403
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27
time energy and means at the beginning of his term as president

rich received direction from church leaders as to the financial opera-

tion of the mission john henry smith a member of the quorum of the

twelve and a brother in law and intimate friend to ben E rich took

personal interest in the affairs of the southern states mission and

regularly communicated with its new residentpresidentr smith counseled rich to

guard against his generous nature and challangedchallengedchallan himged to make the
oo00

mission a financial success

guard with extreme care the business interests of your mission
and remember that some people anticipate you will make a failure
your business ability is with neme unquestioned but I1 recognize
that your free generosity always endangers you in matters
financial

thus from the beginning of his administration president rich

initiated projects to make the mission self sustaining and even a

29source of revenue to the church undoubtedly the southern star

was such an enterpriseenterprises published not only to spiritually strengthen

the southern saints but to financially sustain the mission as well

when the star faced declining subscriptions because of the reduced

missionary force in the southern states rich discontinued the pu-

blication while it yet remained solvent

the financial success of the mission in the south was a major

consideration in the 1903 decisions to combine the southern and middle

27 letter from george reynolds to rich dated august 15 1898
in the letter books of lorenzo snow

on
letters from john henry smith to rich dated july 11 1898

december 31 1898 and january 11 1900 in JH smith letters
29

As expressed by rich in a letter to the first presidency
dated june 9 1903 found in the joseph F smith papers church
archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints
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states missions and to publish the elders journal see chapter VII

in addition to other schemes to strengthen the financial

standing of the mission ben E rich published thousands of copies of

the tracts mr durant of salt lake city and A friendly discussion

which were used in the southern states mission and purchased by other

missions as well the small profits from the sale of these pamphlets

ended when the church purchased rich copyright in 1906

the commissary

when ben E rich was called as mission president he was

instructed to support the mission commissarycormis whichsary had been organized

several years earlier by president J golden kimball the commissary

provided regular revenue to the mission by supplying the elders with

clothing stationary books and tracts and various other supplies and

32personal items

by 1900 the financial affairs of the mission became an

enormous business an 80000 bonanza to chattanooga firms alone the

approximate yearly expenditures included 30000 to the railroad

these included motto cards sold in the mission for post
cards and two proposed books the mormon scrapbook and the elders
companion

31details of the transaction are found in letters from
joseph F smith to rich dated january 17 and 29 1906 in the letter
books of joseph F smith see also chapter IX

32even the mission office staff had a small business going on
the side they advertised in the star many of the elders complain
of a loss or thinning of hair the office elders have found an
excellent remedy for this or dandruff if any desire to try it
we will send a 254250 bottle star 1I no 12 february 18 1899

p 95

30
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6000 for clothing 8000 for printing 1500 for hotels and

331000 for groceries

in his attempt to keep the commissary profits from dwindling

rich became irritated at the competition from utah clothing manufa-

cturers who contacted newly called southern states missionaries and

sold them goods considered by rich to be inferior and uncomfortable

in the humidity of the south claiming that some suits sold by cutler

brothers had had to be discardeddisdig richcarded jokingly suggested that church

leaders send a cutler to the southern states mission but require him

34to wear his own suit

after continued criticism of the commissary and lack of support

of members in zion church authorities investigated the commissary and

found it to be in excellent condition their report published in the

deseretIe newsseret declared the commissary necessary for the welfare of the

mission and the small margin of profit a means of preventing the
35encroachment upon tithes

the result of the investigation was a victory for the

mission and a personal triumph for ben E rich who had grown im-

patient with the scheming of merchants in the west and the complaints

the article from the chattanooga news dated november 24
1900 is found in the journal history of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints salt lake city on microfilm church archives
historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints november 24 1900 ppap 171917

34

19

letter from rich to george reynolds dated march 21 1899
in SSM letter books rich also printed flyers warning elders to pur-
chase lighter clothing in chattanooga but the first presidency were
reluctant to circulate them because they were rather strong letter
from reynolds to rich dated may 17 1899 letter books of lorenzo snow

35 the article from the deseret news was reprinted in the star
11II no 22 april 28 1900 171

33
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of church members and leaders in a congratulatory letter john henry

smith cautioned rich to offer prices that would prevent further co-
mplaint and complimented him on the financial strength of the mission

and the success of the commissary adding that it overturns the
n

ideas of your inabilities

rich completed his campaign to outfit his missionaries by a

letter to presidents of stakes and bishops of wards in zion the

letter signed by all the conference presidents of the mission

announced that the commissary was not for profit or gain but provided

proper supplies and clothing in contrast to western merchants who sold

inadequate clothing to newly called elders while offering to
37perfectly fit them out for the south

health of the missionaries

effective missionary labors in the south were greatly influ-

enced by the climatic conditions and commentscorn aboutments the weather in

missionary reports usually related to the success of the work typical

are these june notes from missionaries in southern alabama little
canvassing being done as the weather was extremely hot long walks

were out of order sic while another from up north in virginia
38

reported the temperature at 140 degrees fahrenheit in the shade

letter from john henry smith to rich dated january 11 1900
in the JH smith letters

the letter dated february 19 1900 is found in the personal
papers of ben E rich box 1 folder 5

00
conference reports in the historical minutes SSM june 1901

36
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the seasonal effect upon the health of the missionaries was

especially devastating unaccustomed as they were to the southern
39climate of saturating humidity and blistering temperature though

the elders generally enjoyed good health during periods of extreme

weather many became ill with chills fever and pneumonia while a

few contracted serious contagiouscontagionsconta ofgions malaria typhoid smallpox and

diptheriadiphtheriadip manytheria suffered prolonged illness and unfortunately some

died the loss of life was especially frequent during 1899 and 1900

40
when eight elders died from disease and one drowned

climatic conditions however cannot be considered as the

only contributing factor to the poor health of the missionaries the

rigors of their work tested the stamina of the strongest the de-
scriptive narration of elders horr and atkins of the mississippi con

41
ference is typical of the hardships of missionaries in 1898

we started out for jackson county on december 14th we experienced
many hardships on the way spending christmas eve night under a
tree while the rain continued to fall on us while sleeping here
our umbrellas caught on fire we pushed on holding meetings on
the way arriving in our county we failed to get entertainment
so had to sleep out the first night we then labored in
pascagulaPasca ongula the spur of the gulf of mexico here we had to
sleep out again but finish tractingactingtrackingtr the city and then went
in the country wading through water which at that time was
all over the country it was very thinly settled on one
occasion we went two days and nights without food until we
were so weak we could scarcely travel but we were blessed with
one meal a day for six days sleeping out five nights in all

39during summer months average relative humidity in the south
not only doubles that of the west 80 percent compared to 40 percent
but the mean temperature is also higher the national atlas of the
united states of america department of the interior geological survey
washington D C 1970 p 101 102

40see appendix D

star 1I no 27 june 3 1899 211
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after finishing actingtractingtrackingtr we tried the upper part of the county
but here we met with persecution on one occasion we were
invited to come into a house where we were calling and the man
at the house commenced to curse us and swear at us and with a
club of wood he fiercely made for us but we were in the hands
of the lord and we were safe from his attack

my companion soon after was taken with chills caused by
wading in water he became very weak but we exercised faith
and the lord healed him

following the death of elder S 0 hale from congestion of

the bowelsbowels11 in january 1899 mission leaders made an attempt to

educate the elders to preserve their health cautioning against

eating much bacon or overeating after fasting a star article also

advised against prolonged fasts long walks and exposure to in-

clement weather even before the issue was printed however the sad

word came of the death of elder lewis warren from malarial fever and

42
pneumonia while making a long trek to a conference in louisiana

the subject of the physical welfare of the missionaries was a

major topic of the conference presidentspresidents1 conference held in may

in attendance were two general authorities john henry smith and

matthias F cowley during this four day meet the decision was made

that during hazardous seasons of the year elders in unhealthy local
43

itiesaties would migrate out hopefully reducing the illness problem

by october 1899 the twenty six elders in louisiana had been

reduced to four and only nine of twenty six remained in mississippi

severe persecution in both states discouraged the reassignment of many

elders even during cooler weather by october 1900 only six elders

remained in mississippi and four in louisiana in november 1900

star I1 no 13 february 25 1899 ppap 100 101

star I1 no 24 may 13 1899 p 188
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the louisiana conference was transferred to the southwestern states
44mission by decision of the mission authorities in salt lake city

during the spring and summer of 1899 the mission initiated
more moves in an effort to prevent further deaths and serious illness

when word was received of many elders sick especially in the gulf

states the star again counseled about using wisdom in what was eaten

the food used in the south is not so hard on the system as is the

change from what we have been used to in the west and the lack of

wisdom exercised in eating the article also advised against being
45chilled by drafts walking too far and bathing in stagnant water

ohio added

because of the sickness of the elders president rich had been

considering the possible acquisition of the ohio conference of the

northern states mission to allow him a cooler climate to transfer

elders with health problems in a chicago meeting he proposed the

matter to the northern states mission president L A kelschkeisch and to

a representative of the general authorities francis M lyman on

july 22 1899 authorization was received to proceed with the transfer

and the following day rich traveled to chicago to meet with president

kelsch all arrangements were made concerning removal of missionaries
46

records etc and the transfer was effected august 15 1899

however within five days of the ohio transfer the deaths of southern

44historical minutes SSM october 1900 see also map on
following page and appendix B

star I1 no 28 june 10 1899 220

46 star I1 no 34 july 22 1899 269 see also history of
the southern states mission for july 1899 star 11II 342
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states missionaries resumed elder thomas H bell having suffered

malarial11malarial fever for a week passed away near Berberzellazelia georgia the

attending physician gave as the immediate cause of death heart

failure

the loss of his missionaries was especially trying to president

rich it was during this period of time that he sought and obtained

permission to keep two suits of burial robes on hand in the chattanooga

office further efforts to prevent missionary deaths seemed fruit-

less when two elders passed away during the following february the

first elder alva T stewart had been released from his mission

because of sickness on february 19 he reached his arizona home on the

twenty fourth and seemed to feel better but the following day he

passed away his death was attributed to quick consumption which was

no doubt brought on by overwork the second death was that of

elder bryan W peck in tennessee february 27 1900 the cause of

death being a severe attack of the measles terminating in acute
49bronchitis

appalled at the continued missionary deaths and anxious to

prevent further ones president rich offered reproof and counsel in

an open letter addressed to the home town saints and to the mission-

aries entitled martyrdom or suicide the star article implied that

some missionaries had brought about their own sickness or death by

violating a law of god in not caring for their physical

tar I1 no 39 august 26 1899 305306305

48

306

letter from the first presidency to rich dated september 1

1899 in the letter books of lorenzo snow

49star II11 no 15 march 10 1900 120
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bodies upon returning home some were physical wrecks and

prematurely old men making them susceptible to disease seriously ill
elders had remained in the field rather than return home before co-
mpleting two years of service to bear vituperation and scandal and

be branded as cowards by those who should be their consolers

in spite of these efforts at prevention president rich was to

witness the demise of four more elders that same year and several more

before his release in 1908 in reflecting upon thesehese years rich later

wrote I1 think the saddest moments of my life as a missionary have

been those devoted to preparing the bodies of my companions for ship-

ment home I1 realize however that they were merely transferred to

labor in a greater missionary field beyonebayone

without purse or scrip

perhaps the greatest challangeallangechallancech to the elders laboring in the

southern states mission was the requirement to travel without purse

or scrip the practice was biblical and was justified by the

teachings of jesus christ to his twelve disciples and other

star II11 no 17 march 24 1900 132 rich again chastizedchastised
church members during the october conference in salt lake city speak-
ing of the southern states mission he said sometimes elders in that
mission lose their health and they are often home years and years with
out regaining it many times they should come home before they do but
I1 have had elders say to meroemoe brother rich I1 would rather stay here
and die than go home before I1 have been here two years and fulfilled
an honorable mission such a one as will gain me the approval of my
heavenly father and my brethren and sisters at home after explain-
ing that there was no two year mission rich challenged the members to
have confidence in their leaders welcome elders who return before
two years in the field and cease their gossiping conference
report october 1904 p 39

official report to the first presidency from ben E rich
dated september 15 1908 in the personal papers of ben E rich box 2

folder 3
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seventy also

provide neither gold nor silver nor brass in your purses nor
scrip for your journey neither two coats neither shoes nor
yet staves for the workmanwor islunan worthy of his meat matthew
10 9 10

carry neither purse nor scrip now shoes and salute no man
by the way and into whatsoever house ye enter first say
peace be to this house and in the same house remain eating
and drinking such things as they give for the laborer is
worthy of his hire go not from house to house luke
10 4 5 7

ben E rich expecting his elders to abide by this principle

gave detailed instructions to new missionaries to avoid carrying money

and upon receiving some to send it immediately to the office rich

taught that the practice was directly related to spirituality

the less money an elder carries around in his pocket the more of
the spirit and power of god will he carry around in his heart
if you depend upon money you will lay out in the woods if
you depend upon the lord he will remember you and bless you

although the practice of carrying no money greatly reduced the

financial burden to missionaries it increased their susceptibility to
53hardship and vulnerability to enemies elders found more success

living this principle in country areas rather than in the cities be-

cause of the hospitality of the country people and of uncle sam

the woods when elders were unable to find entertainment lodging

for the night over the years the difficulty of city proselyting re-

sulted in a nearly exclusive country membership regularly visited by

traveling elders enemies soon accused the mission of appealing to

52
from an address by rich to incoming missionaries star I1

no 9 january 28 1899 686968

refer

69

to ppap 54 and 61 of this chapter see also examples of
elders arrested for not paying poll and road taxes star II11 no I11

december 2 1899 8 and historical minutes SSM september 1901

52

53ref er



68

only the ignorant and unlearned classes of people in the country

to counter the implication that the mormon brand of the gospel would

not endure intelligent scrutiny some missionaries attempted to prose-

lyte within cities when many of them were threatened with arrest on

charges of vagrancy they were forced to carry money however they

were still counseled by the mission to purchase food and entertainment

only when unavoidable

conference time

progress in the cities was further hampered by city officials
who often denied the elders permission to distribute tracts or hold

meetings on the streets to improve the country only image of the

church rich requested the conference presidents to arrange future

conference meetings in the large cities in preparation for these

meetings elders were to canvass the town announcing the conference

and distributing dodgers small hand bills to invite the people to

attend the public meetings these first city conferences were gener-

ally successful and several newspapers cooperated by publicizing the

proceedings at each conference meetings of the first day were open

to the public president rich the conference president and several

other elders discoursed on gospel subjects private meetings of the

star II11 no 14 march 3 1900 105 A proposed bill was
seriously considered by the south carolina house of representatives to
arrest any person as a vagrant even if he had money if he had no
occupation to yield support and taught at variencevariancevari withence or contrary
to good morals as recognized by the laws of this state the star
editors quipped jesus would have a hard time of it if he were to
visit south carolina traveling without purse or scrip should the
above bill become law star II11 no 17 march 24 1900 135
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elders were held on the second day including a morning counsel

meeting when the elders shared their experiences and testimonies

of the truthfulness of their work during the afternoon the elders

were assigned new fields of labor and new companionscomoanions some were

released to go home while others were appointed to leadership

positions in the conference or mission the conference time was a

great boon to the spirit and morale of the elders and a time to renew

acquaintances and their dedication to the missionary work

for a detailed description of a conference see star I1
no 13 february 25 1899 103
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CHAPTER VII

A neuNEW MISSION AND A NEW starastar1istar11ISTARstart

with the addition of the ohio conference in august 1899 the

southern states mission boundaries encompassed an area ranging from

the great lakes to the gulf of mexico and from the atlantic seaboard to

the border of texas even with the transfer of louisiana to the south-

western states mission in november 1900 the southern states mission

remained one of unwieldy size

A division and a new president

after lengthy consultation with mission presidents involved in

the spring of 1902 the first presidency of the church decided to divide

the southern states mission president rich who had recommended the

boundaries of the new mission was appointed to preside over the new

middle states mission including the tennessee kentucky virginia

and ohio conferences from the southern states mission and the west

virginia conference from the eastern states mission

elder ephraim H nye who had been serving as a conference

president in the eastern states mission was selected to preside over

the remaining area of the southern states mission nye came from a

historical minutes of the southern states mission may 1902
church archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints hereafter referred to as historical minutes SSM
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background of extensive missionary service born in england august

6 1845 nye immigrated with his newly converted family to ogden

utah in 1860 at the ago of thirty six he was called on a mission to

england where he presided over the london conference until his

release in june 1884 in 1896 nye returned to the mission field

as president of the california mission where he served until his re-

lease in may 1901 he had been home about six months when he was

called to the eastern states mission to succeed president john G

2
mcquarrie nye served in that mission until his call to the

southern states in may 1902

after arriving in the chattanooga mission home in june

the new president ephraim H nye accompanied ben E rich on a tour

of the conferences to greet the missionaries upon returning to

chattanooga the two mission presidents jointly held a formal confer-

ence of conference presidents to discuss the impendinglmoimoimd divisionending with

the missionary leaders speeches given by rich nye and mcquarrie
0

veterans of a thousands field 3
sic highlighted the occasion the

division was finalized on july 3 1902 with the shipment of a half

2 journal history of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints on microfilm church archives historical department of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints november 1 1901 p 4
may 15 1903 p 3 may 16 1903 ppap 2 6 hereafter referred to as
JHillili the first presidency shortly afterwards deferred this action
requesting nye to labor under mcquarrie until the release of the
latter at which time nye was to succeed him see the letter from
the first presidency to nye dated november 4 1901 in the letter
books of joseph F smith on microfilm church archives historical
department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
hereafter referred to as letter books of joseph F smith

3historical minutes SSM july 1902
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share of mission supplies and property to atlanta the new headquarters

of the southern states mission

A welcomevelcomellmelcome to the cities

it should be remembered that atlanta as well as the entire

state of georgia had only reopened to missionary work since the spring

of 1898 accordingly it was to be expected that the establishment of

mission headquarters in atlanta might stir up the former hatred how-

ever the debut of the mission home in the queen city of the south

was quiet marred only by mild resentment of neighbors and talk of

having the home declared a nuisance

at the beginning of his administration president nye adopted

the policy of assigning the elders to the cities where possible in

preference to country districts although this required some abandon-

ment of the practice of traveling without purse or scrip the results

were immediate and encouraging during the summer of 1902 although

elders in mississippi and the carolinas experienced considerable

opposition in other conferences the missionaries opened many cities

previously closed to their efforts

in sending the missionaries to the cities nye was concerned

that the southern saints would be weakened scattered as they were in

the countryside accordingly he assigned some elders to remain in
4

the country and labor primarily among the members to strengthen them

perhaps this vigorous emphasis upon city proselyting was

president nye greatest contribution to the people of the south the

4ibid july through november 1902
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saints felt deprived for a time by the policy change but the

establishment of continuous proselyting efforts in the major cities
bore the future leadership of large congregations and centers of church

strength in the southern states

tragedy strikes the death of fife
As was the case with the president hebe succeeded ephraim H

nye experienced the tragic loss of missionaries who died in the climate

of the south the division of the missions during the previous summer

ended the convenience of transferring elders to the cooler northern

areas but sickly elders in the southern states were occasionally

transferred to the middle states mission

elder john J fife the first missionary to die under nyes

administration passed away december 7 1902 near camden alabama

after an illness of one week the attending physician dr bension

diagnosed the cause of death as diptheriadiptberiadiphtheriadip andtheriatherla recommended the immediate

burial of the remains desiring that the body be shipped home for

burial president nye attempted to make the arrangements but the

physician became hostile and signed a death certificate which elimi-

nated any legal shipment of the body within hours the entire

community became alarmed and the elders were threatened with violence

if they did not leave by considerable effort the body was secretly

transported during the night to the neighboring town of selma where

friends offered to help

the board of health convened at selma at the request of nye

and determined that the only lawful course was to bury the body after

which it could be exhumed and shipped home with a permit from each
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state board of health along the route the recommended proceedureproceed

was

ure

followed and finally the body was sent home may 21 1903 after

nearly six months of delay

an outrage the beating of 01pinqlpjn

unfortunately the death of elder fife was simply a prelude

to another tragedy the savage assault upon elder A H olpin in south

carolina the morning of march 27 1903 according to his companion

elder george bertoch before breakfast olpin announced to his host that

the work of the day would include some baptizing of converts As none

were scheduled bertoch suspected that olpinsolpin1solpind mind was becoming

affected later in the morning as the two missionaries rested by the

side of the road leading to lake city a negro driver turned his wagon

aside to avoid olpisolpinselpis grip which lay in the road olpin suddenly

began to yell at the driver and chased the wagon failing to catch

the wagon olpin ran into a nearby home and screamed at the frightened

occupants why didtdidnt you make that villain referring to the negro

bring back my grip elder bertoch overtook his companion and with

the assistance of the home owner a mr stewart who had been called

into the house the two succeeded in subduing olpin and tying his

hands seeing the vulnerability of the elders situation stewart

drew a gun on bertoch and in company with several other men ordered

him to run or be killed bertoch fled

according to witnesses elder olpin hands tied and mind

clouded faced the mobbersrobbers in his helpless condition without mercy

bid december 1902 may 1903
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they beat him like wild beasts and threw him out of the yard he

staggered down the road toward lake city only to return a few moments

later disheveled and confused the cowardly mob viciously beat him

again while he prayed for his life for those beating him and for

his wife and family if he were killed in the following minutes the

attackers started him toward town several times only to have him

return hands still tied for further abuse finally they knocked

him into a ditch and beat him until he could not get out

to camouflage the deed the mobbersrobbers took him to lake city and

accused both olpin and bertoch of assault with attempt to commit

rape A warrant was issued for bertoch and he was arrested and

jailed at a preliminary hearing of the charges witnesses testified

that olpin had used insulting language before a girl in another

home after he had been released by them but the judge became con-

vinced of the unsound mind of olpin released bertoch and committed

olpin to the county jail

in the absence of president nye who was in salt lake city at

the time the mission secretary elder N J harris traveled from

atlanta to kingstreeKing southsoulhsouchstree carolina to assist the two missionaries

finding olpin in a pitiful condition in the jail at kingstreeKing

harris

stree

succeeded in having him transferred to the state hospital at

columbia after investigating the charges against the elders harris

historical minutes SSM march 1903 neighbors who witnessed
the beating of olpin said that because of the memory of the event they
had trouble sleeping at night

6
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sent a letter of report to salt lake city finally in july elder

olpin reached his home in pleasant grove utah accompanied by dr

J L thompson of the hospital for the insane columbia south

carolina dr thompson announced that olpin was making good progress
0

toward full recovery

the passing of president nye

during his administration in the southern states mission

president nye suffered poor health in october 1902 he visited salt

lake city to attend the general conference of the church upon his

return to atlanta he reported feeling much improved in health

the demands of his office sapped this renewed strength howeverbo andwever

in mid february nye suffered an attack of pneumonia further deteriodeberio
9rating his physical condition

while visiting in salt lake city during the general con-

ference of the church in april 1903 nycnye received word from his

mission secretary N J harris of the troubles of elders bertoch and

olpin seemingly in good health nye left for atlanta in company

with his wife and daughter

the girl to whom olpin had supposedly given insult co-
mpletely contradicted the witnesses who testified against olpin at the
hearing she claimed that olpin had not even spoken to her this
information was supplied in full report from harris summarized in the
deseret news april 13 1903 initial reports to the news had been
somewhat sketchy resulting in a headline beaten until bereft of
reason deseret news salt lake city april 2 1903 p 1

beldersp8-elderselderseiders journal atlanta georgia I1 no 2 september 1903
p 14 see also deseret news july 6 1903 p 2

9
historical minutes SSM october 1902 february march 1903

upon leaving salt lake city in april nye appeared to the
church president to be in the best of health JH may 15 1903 p3
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in mid may nye traveled to columbia south carolina to

consult with the authorities aboutaboud the removal of elder olpin from

the state hospital As related by dr babcock the superintendent

of the hospital in columbia nye arrived at the hospital may 15 weary

from the long trip and the difficulty in finding a place to stop

because the city was filled for a reunion of old confederate soldiers

after visiting olpin and the physicians nye was waiting in the par-

lor when he experienced a heart attack he took some glycerine he

had a history of heart disease but with no good result wired

of his condition his wife and daughter left atlanta to be with him

but president nye passed away at 100 am may 16 while they were

enrouterouteen

elder N J harris appointed to take charge in the emergency

expressed the grief of the missionaries at the death of president nye

our rejoicing was now turned to sorrow and besides his loved ones

he left a number of elders who dearly loved him and he will ever re-

main in their memories when word was received several days later

of the death of elder silas T andrus from typhoid fever the

missionaries were stunned e stand appalled at the troubles that
13

have overtaken us and we are awe stricken in the midst of death

ben E rich reported that nyenveanve had had several attacks while
in atlantaAtlaTl letter from rich to joseph F smith dated may 17 1903
found in the papers ofojeofeoff joseph F smith church archives historical
department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints here-
after referred to as papers of joseph F smith

12letter from N J harris to president of the church joseph
F smith may 18 1903 as reprinted in the deseret news may 22
1903 p 1

13historical minutes SSM may 1903 see also appendix D
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the brief middle states mission

during the oneyearone administrationyear of president nye the

history of the southern states mission was highlighted by the opening

of city work but dimmed with the deaths of three missionaries and

the brutal beating of one elder the middle states mission in

existence during the same year suffered no deaths but experienced a

continuation of bitter opposition occasionally brightened with a

glimmer of tolerance

from his new headquarters of the middle states mission in

cincinnattiCincin ohionatti ben E rich continued the policy of assigning most

elders to the country districts where they could travel without purse
14or scrip and strengthen the country members although most elders

were well cared for those assigned to west virginia transferred

from the eastern states mission suffered the worst opposition during

that year in addition to several serious mob incidents elders were

starved11starved out of one county when they were continually denied food

and lodging two other elders showing an ignorance of the tempermenttemperamenttem

of

perment

the people displayed the united states flag on the fourth of july

bearing the name of utah although they simply wanted to remind

the people of west virginia that utahs sossonts sic desired to join

14historical minutes of the middle states mission contained
in th historical minutes of the southern states mission church
archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints april 25 1903 hereafter referred to as historical
minutes middle states mission rich believed the country work pre-
sented a new elder with more opportunity to hold meetings and
become proficient in preaching the gospel see letter dated february
9 1903 in the deseret news february 14 1903 p 22
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them in celebrating the fourth of july the people were offended and

ordered the elders to take their flag down

in other parts of the mission elders enjoyed a friendliness

toward the church many people of east tennessee became interested

in the message of the elders where at one time god servants were

not permitted to travel the mayor of richmond virginia exhibited

an unusually helpful attitude toward the missionaries As reported

by the elders he promised them protection saying

your men have never been molested in the city during my career
nor do I1 propose that they should be as long as I1 am chief
executive of richmond gentlemenGent iflemenslement mormonism is the only
means whereby I1 can gain admittance into the presence of my
god and be saved I1 want mormonism

the reuniting of the mission

when word was received of the passing of president nye

president rich left immediately for atlanta to be of assistance he

found sister nye prostrate with grief over the death of her husband

howeverHowe theveryverg affairs of the mission seemed to be in good hands under

the direction of elder N J harris and rich returned to cincinnattiCincin

the

natti

first presidency appointed harris as acting president

pending the appointment of a new president however church leaders

had not filled the vacancy when they received a letter from ben E

rich suggesting the missions be reunited the letter called

historical minutes middle states mission july 1902 utah
had only recently gained statehood and as shown by the denial of the
congressional seat to roberts the acceptance of utah on a par with
her sister states was still controversial

ibid november 1902

letter to joseph F smith from rich dated may 17 1903
papers of joseph F smith
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attention to the self sustaining nature of the southern states

mission prior to the division in 1902

until the division of the mission we got along excellently but
now the expense of running the smaller one is almost as
large as the larger if the church wishes to be under no
expense in running the mission then I1 can see no other
way than to reunite the missions and let the work in this part
be carried on under one head as formerly

it is needless to say that there would be more work devolvingdevolvi
upon the head but what man has once done man can do again
and especially if the servants of god desire it18

richs subtle hint of his willingness to resume the greater

responsibility of the combined missions was considered by the

authorities in salt lake city with their understanding of the de-

mands that the southern states mission presidency made on a man B H

19roberts and J golden kimball were former presidents in the

southern states they decided to reappoint rich as president of the

entire south as before with the apparent intention of releasing him

20
from his duties in two years john henry smith a member of the

twelve informed rich of the intended two year tenure and offered him

congratulations 11 on the increased work that must come to you

bidibid june 9 190319030

19after being in the south and beset by problems for eight
months rich expressed his feelings about the mission presidency to
his close friend J golden kimball lt11 if anyone imagines for
a moment that its a picnic to be president of the southern states
mission he is a damn fool from a letter to kimball from
rich dated february 18 1899 in the southern states mission letter
books church archives historical department of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints

letter from the first presidency to rich dated july 24
1903 in the letter books of joseph F smith with their under-
standing of the difficulty of being president of the southern states
mission the general authorities appointedreappointedre rich with the intention
of releasing him in 1905
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21by the restoration of the old lines of your mission although

the size of the mission was disadvantageous no further changes in

its boundaries were made until the transfer of ohio in 1926 and the

creation of the east central states mission in 1928 see appendix B

the new southern states mission included the same area that

was within the mission prior to the 1902 division west virginia

having been transferred back to the eastern states mission rich

selected elder N J harris as a counselor and moved his family

nina and four children had accompanied rich to cincinnattiCincin innatti april

1903 and mission property to atlanta georgia where headquarters

were already established

realizing the need for uniformity president rich immediately

called a conference of conference presidents in atlanta out of

respect for the ability of the late president rich pledged to
22

adopt all of the ideas of president nye that we can

23
missionaries

21letter from john henry smith to rich dated june 27 1903
in the letter books of john henry smith on microfilm church archives
historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints

22letter to the first presidency from rich dated august 22
1903 in the papers of joseph F smith

elders journal I1 no 1 august 1903 2

priorto

11 1-
122

at this two day meet held august 29 and 30 the mission leaders

adopted rules and regulations governing all phases of the missionary

work these rules were to be printed rich announced in a new

monthly circular published to communicate regularly with the

23
19
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A new star the elders journal

at the rejoining of the two missions in august 1903

president rich announced to mission leaders the need of a monthly
24circular to communicate regularly with the elders the first

number of this circular to the elders was published august 25 in

atlanta and was entitled the elders journaljournals it was small enough

with the edges trimmed to be kept in a missionarymissionarys journal the

name was even more significant however because rich considered it
as a resurrection of the original elders journal published by the

25
prophet joseph smith decades earlier the purpose of the elders

journal as explained by joseph smith was republished in the 1906

version as a tribute to the original periodical

this paper is intended to be a vehicle of communication
for all the elders of the church of latter day saints through
which they can communicate to others all things pertaining to
their mission and calling as servants of the living god and
as messengers of righteousness to the nations among whom they
are sent As there have been many desires expressed by the
elders of said church to have a periodical of this kind
published it is hoped that the present proposals will meet with
their unqualified approbation and will find a patron and a
friend in all those into whose hands it comes

joseph smith 1837

24although rich had been writing regular letters to the elders
he preferred a regular newspaper or circular see richsrictus letter to
the elders of the southern states mission dated january 1 1901 in
the southern states mission papers church archives historical
department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints box 3

hereafter referred to as SSM papers

25rich envisioned his publication becoming the realization of
the dream of joseph smith when he published the original elders
journal in kirtland ohio and far west missouri from october 1837
to august 1838 letter from rich to john G mcquarrie february
15 1907 SSM papers box 3

fr
elders journal kirtland ohio I1 no 1 october 1837

joseph smith jr ed

26

26

missionarys

t-he



83

in the first volume of richs elders journal he attempted

to maintain the spirit of joseph smithssmithy publication and the appeal

of the defunct southern star the journal quickly became popular

and gained a circulation of about one thousand subscribers by the end

of the first volume

at the beginning of the second volume the journalurnal as it was

affectionately called could no longer fit in a missionarymissionarys daily

journal as its pages were increased in size to six by nine inches

the second third and fourth volumes september 1 1904 to june 15

1907 published monthlybimonthlybi from chattanooga tennessee enjoyed in-

creasing circulations and a more professional appearance the

assistant editors of the journal were carefully selected from among

the elders in the mission or from those at home who were especially
27

called to assist in its publication

by the end of the third volume the journal had increased in

circulation to about five thousand subscribers scattered in the west

and in various church missions throughout the world the journals

popularity was a result of its intrinsic worth to church members

and its support by church leaders won by the personal magnetismmagnitism

and journalistic ability of ben E rich the journal included a

section notes from the field 11 by which members in the mission be-

came acquainted with one another by shared testimonies experiences

hopes and dreams in the midst of persecution isolated members of

the church could take comfort in the descriptions of miracles and the

workings of the spirit of god

ee letters dated june 1 july 12 july 20 1904 in the
letter books of joseph F smith

thelournal

27 see 1904v
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margaret E shelley sixty years old has been sick for
three years and has been confined to her room and bed for two
years she was led into the water and three days after she
walked two blocks to visit her son this was the first time
she has walked on ground for two years 28

members of the church shared eyewitnesseye accounts of the wrath

of god upon those who had persecuted the missionaries in the past

sister willie dillie of mississippi says that the leading men of the

mob which drove the elders out of a place in yazoo county a few years

ago are fast dying many of them have suffered intense pain before
29

dying another wrote of the mobbersrobbers who had whipped elders stewart

and zundle in georgia

several of those men lost their minds and only lived a short
time there is also a young lady here now who is insane
when the elders first came here she was very bitter toward
them and gave a lecture on mormonism they say she is a
pitiful sight to see and talks sometimes about the elders
I1 cant help feeling sorry sometimes when I1 meet the sur-
viving mobbersrobbersmob theybers look so miserable I1 wish they might
have a little of that spirit which gives peace and good will
to men 30

the journal won the support of the saints in the south and

many expressed their love for the little journal and for the sat-

isfaction it brought to them ben E rich took great pride in this

publication he had initiated he once expressed his feelings of

its value to the first presidency

28
elders journal 111IIIlii no 21 july 1 1906 393 394

29ibid 412 see chapter 111IIIliilil ppap 182018

on

20

elders journal IV no 10 february 15 1907 236 the
mobbersrobbers had taken the elders into the woods held court and voted
whether to kill or whip them those of the whip class gained the
day and secured a buggy trace and prepared to wreck their pent up
hate by administering 25 lashes to president stewart and his companion
15 historical minutes SSM september 1901

ey witness
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edyedp for it is doing the work of fifty missionaries
and covers the ground twice a month which a hundred mission-
aries could not do

when it shall have more generally entered into the homes
of the saints in this part of the lords vineyard a great
missionary work will be accomplished for then we can counsel
and instruct the saints twice every month if necessary upon
the things pertaining to their eternal salvation 3

31annual report from rich to the first presidency dated march
6 1906 historical minutes SSM march 1906

85

the journal is worth all the expense of publication it has
entailedentail

31
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CHAPTER VIII

THE MATURING OF THE WORK

A home in the south

although president rich had decided to maintain the mission

headquarters in atlanta the queen city of the south he longed to

return to tennessee and the friendship and loyalty of the chattanooga

businessmen which he had won by integrity and loyalty in dealing with

them in recent times of persecution these business acquaintances

had appealed to the southern people for tolerance toward the mission-

aries and had even published a newspaper article describing their

feelings for the chattanooga missionaries

as customers citizens and gentlemen they are a-ja
straight forward honest and upright class of citizens

and have always shown a loyal spirit to the city in which
they are located and as a consequence the local merchants and
businessmen are the winners 2

while administering the mission from atlanta president rich

became imbued with the idea of building a permanent home in the south

john henry smith had encouraged rich to cultivate the friend-
ship of chattanooga businessmen as a protection to our people in the
south letter from smith to rich dated july date illegible 1899
in the letter books of john henry smith on microfilm church archives
historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints

2
the article published in the chattanooga news november 24

1900 is also found in the journal history of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints on microfilm church archives historical
department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

86

co

u rightP t
land

i-john



3-this
a-
this

a-e5-e 1 ders

87

during a trip to visit redburgrexburg family members in april 1904 rich

wrote the first presidency to explain his idea and obtain their

approval in the letter he expressed his great desire to accomplish

the project I1 would rather turn my back on politics completely

and build that mission house in the south than to be a maker of half
3a dozen senators

confident of the first presidency approval rich took another

opportunity to gain more support for the proposition several days

later As a guest speaker to a salt lake reunion of hundreds of
4

former southern states missionaries president rich expressed his

hope for the erection of a church owned mission home and meeting

house with the sanction of the church authorities and the aid of the

returned missionaries the enthusiasm of the large crowd numbering

an estimated six or seven hundred seemed to ensure the success of

the venture the may issue of the journal announced the first
presidency endorsement for construction of suitable mission head-

quarters and encouraged financial support from all those who had

served formerly in the mission

A few months later rich was offered an option to purchase

the former mission home in chattanooga at a bargain price since

this statement was in response to rumors concerning his
management of the political movements of senator thomas L kearns
see chapter IX p 113 letter to the first presidency from rich
dated march 29 1904 in the papers of joseph F smith church
archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints hereafter referred to as papers of joseph F smith

deseret news salt lake city april 5 1904 p 12

eiderselders journal atlanta georgia 1I no 10 may 1904 119

1-
13

5

4-
deseret



homechomev

7-rich
a-
rich

8-letter
a-
letter

88

the lease on the atlanta home was to expire in july rich viewed

the option as an opportunity to return to the friendship of chatta-

nooga and at the same time to realize his dream of having a

permanent mission home in the south in a letter to the first
presidency he listed the advantages of the purchase including

the friendship of the people

the people of chattanooga are very friendly and so are the
newspapers they will welcome us back there and I1 believe
it is the proper place for us to be established and that in
time of trouble we can reach influential men in the south
through the influence we will have in chattanooga

upon receiving permission to proceed with the move rich

expressed his great delight at the prospects of seeing the chattanooga

building remedied and dedicateddedicate the consummation of a prayer that

I1 have many times offered

A return to chattanooga

within a week after receiving permission to purchase the

former mission home president rich traveled to chattanooga closed

the option on the new mission home and made arrangements to move

the mission headquarters from atlanta he received a warm welcome

from his many business acquaintances as well as half a dozen
0

invitations for dinner by late august the transfer of the mission

letter to the first presidency from rich dated june 5

1904 in the papers of joseph F smith

rich stated that his work to obtain a permanent mission
home made him happier than anything that has happened in connection
with my work in the south papers of joseph F smith july 12 1904

0
lecterletterlecuer to the first presidency from rich dated july 15

1904 in the letter books of joseph F smith on microfilm church
archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints
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figure 4

9
the chattanooga mission home

headquarters was complete the september issue of the elders journal

published in chattanooga contained an article no place like nomehome

describing the hearty welcome by the people of chattanooga who

have almost made us forget that we are the representatives of an

10
unpopular religion

the move had been completed but the work of paying off the

mortgage required a greater effort rich organized a fund raising

effort through the elders journal to solicit funds from the saints

in the mission and from former missionaries who had returned home

receipts issued coto donors were entitled beautiful certificates

and bore a photograph of the neqnewnet mission home

9courtesy of mrs william tl palmerpaimer salt lalelakelaie city

elders journal 11II nonto 1 settemberseotemberSeo 1tember 1904 1
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the work matures

the purchase of a permanent southern states mission home

marked the beginning of a gradual decrease of persecution within the

mission and paralledparallelparal aled new public relations effort by the church

spearheadedspear byheaded president joseph F smith As the church paid off its
debts funds were available to purchase historic landmarks and build

visitorsvisit centersorts the first being the temple square bureau of inforanfor
12

mation in august 1902 the bureau of information attempted to

give a positive impression of the church to tourists and its effects

were immediate as names of interested visitors were sent to various

mission fields the southern states mission reported much good

accomplished as a result of the temple square referrals of 1902 and

1903
13

branch conferences became a regular feature of the mission

in rural areas as well as in the cities these branch conferences

generated some opposition but were markedly successful a source of

strength to scattered members who were able for the first time to

hear the sermons of mission leaders

when the price of the book of mormon was lowered to fifty

cents mission leaders gave emphasis to sales of the book whereas

previously such aspects of mission work as the number of miles

walked and the number of families visited had been of prime con-

sideration when reports showed that the elders had sold an average

12russell R rich ensign to the nations provo utah
brigham young university publications 1972 p 476478476

eiderselders

478

journal I1 no 4 november 1903 34

of f

13
eiderselders
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of three copies of the book of mormon in eight months mission leaders

instructed them in new methods of distribution resulting in increased

sales

proselyting efforts in the cities
the emphasis placed upon city work during the administration

of president nye continued to a great extent when the missions were

reunited however the nature of city proselyting required the

elders to carry money and purchase their board and room occasionally

they were provided entertainment by generous boarding houses but

generally they found rooms with private families at nominal cost

during the summersumner monthsmontesvmonthsv most city elders were asked by the mission

president to travel into the country teach tithing to the saints

and administer the sacrament to them these excursions into country

areas were to be done without purse or scrip the old method as

president rich and the elders referred to it rich loved the old

method and encouraged the elders to follow it whenever possible

the success of city proselyting had always been subject to

the whims of local government and law enforcement officials who on

occasions too numerousnerousnu to mention denied the elders the right to

the northern states mission had successfully developed a
team system one elder carried the laundry of other team members to
a rendezvous point while the rest carried fullfuli grips of book of mormon
copies to sell see the letter to conference presidents september
11 1907 southern states mission papers church archives historical2

department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints box 3

hereafter referred to as SSM papers

see letters to conference presidents dated may 26 1906
and september 7 1906 SSM papers elders journal I1 no 11 june
1904 133 and I1 no 12 july 1904 150

14
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hold street meetings sell books or distribute tracts some city

authorities had repeatedly refused to allow the missionaries to even

be in the city and had imprisoned them if they remained

for years ben E rich had encouraged the elders to stop

applying to town mayors for permission to distribute tracts since

there could be no constitutional law prohibiting such but out of

tradition or habit many elders continued the practice and often met

the disappointment of being refused all rights to proselyte in cer-

tain towns at the conclusion of the smoot hearings in february

1907 municipal officials as well as the general populace began to

be more tolerant of mormon proselyting efforts and less responsive

to the demands of protestant ministers bent on a practice of con-

tinued opposition to the mormon elders

in july 1907 president rich irritated by city officials
who illegally harassed the elders explained an aggressive policy

to aid the missionaries working in urban areas he advised conference

presidents that it was nonsense for an elder to ask any mayor for

rights guaranteed by the law to do so only permitted the official

an opportunity to bluff the elders and deny them permission to pro-

selyte rather than follow this course rich instructed the

missionaries to get a permit from any city which enforced ordinances

prohibiting street meetings or the selling of books if an elder was

unable to obtain the necessary information concerning such ordinances

he was to proceed with his missionary work if you get in jail it
is a sure sign that there is an ordinance if you dont get into jail

C

C
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then thank the lord for the privilege of holding a few meetings 11

whether

16

or not president ben E rich was serious in this instruction

to the missionaries his attitude was obviously more aggressive toward

those who unfairly harassed the elders and misused civic authority

recent courtroom successes of the missionaries had boosted his con-

fidence in the fairness of the jury system when trying elders

in one such trialtriai elder dyal of georgia and elder stinson

of arizona were charged with tresspass11tresspasstres onspass a complaint signed by

some local ministers during the proceedings dyal answered the

attorneys for one and one half hours other witnesses were called

to the stand and asked if they found any differences between the

elderselders1eiders teaching and that of other ministers the witnesses answered

they preached from our own bible but they taught us more aboutitabou

than

tit
we ever knew before after two days of testimony the jury

deliberated thirty three minutes and announced a verdict of not

guilty the people invited the elders to preach in the school and

in the church and the obvious friendliness of the community seemed

to relegate to the past the sentiment there is no law for the
.1717mormonscormonsMormons

in addition president rich was bolstered by the addition of

another elder with uncommon abilities charlescharies A callis the mission

had a lawyer

letter to conference presidents dated july 15 1907 in
the SSM papers

eiderselderswiders journal IV no 13 april 1 1907 302
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charles A callis A new offensive

in may 1906 elder charles A callis from coalvillealvilleCo utah

arrived in the southern states mission accompanied by his wife and

two children the calliss were assigned to labor in jacksonville

florida and by september elder callis was appointed president of

the florida conference callis innovative and bold in his missionary
10

labors set up large tents where chapels were unavailable with

his training as a lawyer he was admitted to the bar in florida

ben E rich came to rely on the special abilities of elder

callis and used him in other areas of the mission when his services

were needed when elder george perry was arrested in darlington

south carolina in september 1907 rich sent callis to help defend

the missionary the case was especially serious since the charge

had been trumped up by the sheriff and the judge was prejudiced

and had declared to the people that they should shoot the
19elders down like dogs and he would clear them perry was

charged with riot and intent to kill and indicted by the grand

jury after proving he was a member of the bar of florida callis
assisted in a successful attempt to have the trial continued to the

next term of the court because of the strong prejudice in the courtr-

oom the trouble had a positive effect in the city of darlington

10 years later as mission president callis conducted a
gospel tent campaign in georgia and florida see the historical

minutes of the southern states mission church archives historical
department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
august 1913 to august 1914 hereafter referred to as historical
minutes SSM

19report of the south carolina conference president in the
historical minutes SSM september 1907

9

callist
18

11

11
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and caused manynanymans to investigate the church after the proceedings

elder callis made many friends for the church by explaining mormonismnonnonMonnon

to

ism

the assembled attorneysat andlornestornescornes businessmen of darlington at their ownon
20request

figure 5

charles A callis 21

20 details of the arrest and trial of elder perry and his com-
panions are given in a report by charles A callis in the historical
minutes SSMSSH october 7 1907

21 courtesy of the church archives historical department of
the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
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changes in the journal

the increasing popularity of the elders journal resulted in

several rapid changes to its format and style and eventually led to

its termination as a distinct publication of the southern states

mission A special supplement to the third volume of the journal

announced that church authorities had selected it as a medium to

publish the writings of each church leader hencerence the journals

fourth volume would be of greater size and would of necessity

eliminate the many kind expressions from friends notes from the

field were to be published only when of general interest or historical
22

merit

issued october 1 1906 the first number of the revised

elders journal was subtitledsub Atitled scrapbook of mormon literature

although volume IV distinguished itself as a literary gem of nece-

ssity it lacked the intimate family feeling that marked

earlier volumes however the number of subscriptions continued to

climb and by the end of the fourth volume the journals circulation

was nearly six thousand

the close of the elders journal

during the winter of 190619071906 the1907 central states mission

proposed to publish a missionary newspaper at independence missouri

to serve the needs of all the latter day saint missions in the united

states ben E rich recognizing that a competing mission paper

would threaten the progress of his own publication argued that the

elders journaljournabourna 111IIIliilil no 25 september 1 1906 1 2

wo uld

22
1
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elders journal should be made the official missionary organ of the

church as the prophet joseph smith wanted it to be he welcomed

the support of other mission presidents and church leaders and en-

couraged at least one president mcquarrie of the eastern states

mission to quietly campaign for the journal and raise doubts as
23to the propriety of another publication

in the march 1 number of the elders journal rich continued

his campaign for support lieheilelle published the endorsements sent in by

many of the general authorities mission presidents and stake presi
24

dents of the elders journal a scrapbook of mormon literature

by april 1907 president rich had resigned himself to the

fact that the liahona the competing paper would be published in

spite of his objections he then used his influence to preserve the

independence of the elders journal since it was probable that the

two publications would be merged in the april 15 number of the

journal he argued that there was room enough in the united states for

two seperateperateseparatese missionary papers belonging to the church while
25both will have to rely on help from the stakes of zion lt

however this last ditch effort failed when the decision was

made that the church could not support two papers and they should be

23 the elders journal had over 2500 subscribers in the
southern states mission as well as nearly 3500 in the missions of
the united states and foreign lands letter to john G mcquarrie
from rich dated february 15 1907 in SSM papers

0
elders journal IV no 11 march 1 1907

ibid IV no 14 april 15 1907 334
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merged although president joseph F smith desired to see the com-

bined paper named the elders journal 11 he left the matter to be

determined by the twelve and the mission presidents they decided to
n

compromise and named the publication liahona the elders journal

even though the new publication was to be a continuation of

the journal the first volume of the liahona the elders journal was

designated volume V the loss of the elders journal as a distinct
publication was a bitter disappointment to president rich he quiet-

ly withdrew his active support of the new publication and refused to
27answer correspondence from the editor elder B F cummings

when cummings found that the new paper would fail for lack of

subscriptions and cooperation of the mission presidents he appealed

to the first presidency to have the southern states mission continue

the publication of the elders journal for another year although

rich may have been agreeable to the request he declined explaining

that the elders trained to publish the paper had been transferred

into the field the contracts with the printer had been cancelled

aa9a letter to S 0 bennion from rich may 10 1907 in the
personal papers of ben E rich church archives historical depart-
ment of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter
referred to as personal papers of ben E rich upon receipt of a
bound volume IV of the elders journal president joseph F smith
thanked rich and added the elders journal5ournal has always possessed un-
questionable merit but it seemed to me that its importance and value
greatly increased with each semimonthlysemi issuemonthly until the end came
which end I1 most sincerely regretted letter to rich from joseph
F smith dated september 17 1904 in the personal letter books of
joseph F smith on microfilm church archives historical department
of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

hetterletter to S 0 bennion from B F cummings dated may 10
1907 in the personal papers of ben E rich

C
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and our prestige has been transferred to the new paper he felt

it was possible to arrange a number for june 1 but that any attempts

to publish further numbers of the journal would be disastrous for it
00

and the new paper richs offer was accepted and he published

two extra numbers to allow cummings adequate time to prepare the

first number of the newnexnet journal

on june 22 1907 the first number of the liahona the elders

journal rolled from the press it announced the support of president

ben E rich the fortunate possessor of an extensive collection of

early mormon literature from which the new paper would heavily
29

draw the absence of reports from the southern states mission was

conspicuous in the first three numbers of the liahonaliahona the elders

journal and seemed to contradict the earlier announcement of richsridsrihs
support however later numbers included reports from the southern

states mission along with those of other missions in the united

states the liahona the elders journal continued as the organ of

the latter day saint missions in the united states until it was

discontinued with volume XXXXII february 27 1945

28letter to S 0 bennion from rich dated may 10 1907 ln
the personal papers of ben E rich

Q

liahona the elders journal independence missouri V

no I11 june 22 1907 6
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CHAPTER IX

THE MISSION ENDS

in the days when a mission call required a lengthy seperationseverationsepe

of

ration

a man from his family circumstances occasionally required the same

of mission presidents called by the church for long term service

during one of the necessary lengthy seperationsseparationssepe ofrations president ben E

rich from his wife diana she had not written to him for quite some

time nor had he written to her finally he mailed a brief note

addressing her by an affectionate nickname

dear nine

I1 havent heard from you for awhile
are you all well I1 am worried
I1 havent time to write more

love ben
she answered

dear ben

we are all well dont worry
if you havent time to write
you havent time to read

love nine

this brief exchange gives one a glimpse into the private lives

of the rich family as well as the wit of sister diana farr rich both

diana and ben offspring of prominent utah pioneer families had been

nedra watkins reese biography of diana farr rich 11 1959
p 7 unpublished copy in the possession of mrs william M palmer salt
lake city hereafter referred to as biography of diana farr rich
unless documeneddocumenteddocu otherwisemened unpublished materials cited in this chapter
are in the possession of mrs william M nina watkins palmer salt
lake city utah

100
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taught the principles of the restored gospel and the virtue of

unselfish sacrifice to fellow men and the church both had an intimate

acquaintance with struggle and self denial

years of preparation

following their marriage in the endowment house in salt lake

city december 27 1877 ben and diana made their home in ogden utah

A few years later elder ben E rich responded to a mission call to

england leaving his wife and two children until his return in 1883

several years later he built a home in ogden for his growing family
2

on land given him by his father in law lorin farr

in 1892 financial reverses cost ben his ogden business and

a warehouse fire destroyed newly published missionary literature for

which he had mortgaged the family home in abject poverty ben accepted

the editorshipitorship of the idaho republican newspaper silver hammer

bundled his family in a pioneer covered wagon and traveled to
3

redburgrexburgrexburaRex aburgbura hamlet in the rugged wilderness of idaho during the next

few years ben stumped for the republican party and in 1896 he

became chairman of the republican state committee and a delegate to the
4national republican convention

0
benjamin erastus rich and diana farr rich family history

tour book prepared by the rich family reunion april 12 1975 un-
published hereafter referred to as family history book see also
appendix H

3
idalda rich strong the rich life of ida strong 1966 un-

published biography p 181 hereafter8 referred to as ida rich strong
biography

4family history book

ed

2benjamin



II11 no 39 august 25 1900
306 hereafter referred to as star

0
the eight children and their ages were as follows ben L

20 lorin 18 fred 14 homer 12 ida 10 don 7 andrea 5

frank 2 see appendix F

7-
latter

b-
latter

8-the
a-
the
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when ben was encouraged by friends to run for the united

states congress he and diana discussed the questions of their future

and decided that he should confer with the church leaders uhenwhen he

returned from the visit he announced to his startled family that he

had been called as the new southern states mission president

the unexpected call required ben to leave for chattanooga at

once to replace the departing elias S kimball newly called chaplain

of the second regiment volunteer engineers mustered for service in the

spanishamericanspanish waramerican the departure of her husband left sister rich

to care for the large family of eight children ranging in age from

twenty to two she rented the redburgrexburg home and arrived in chattanooga

with the three youngest children on january 14 1899 to act as the

housekeeper and matron of the mission home when the family was

informed that the mission call was to be long term sister rich left

for rexburgredburg at the end of the school year to sell their home and bring
0

three of the older children to the south

his mission call letter dated june 10 1898 is in the
letter books of wilford woodruff on microfilm church archives
historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints hereafter referred to as letter books of wilford woodruff
see also the biography of diana farr rich p 3

kimbalpsKimb letteraidsalPs of release dated june 9 1898 is in the
letter books of wilford woodruff

latter day saint southern star chattanooga tennessee
history of the southern states mission
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A missionary family

the next several years proved to be difficult ones as

president and sister rich juggled their time in an attempt to fill
the mission responsibilities and yet be with their rapidly growing

family as much as possible sister rich divided her time between the

mission field and rexburgredburgRex herburg most important concern being the educa-

tion of the children see appendix H at times the family lived in

the west and president rich planned long visits during general con-

ference meetings in the spring and fall however the younger children

received much of their public education in the southern schools in

chattanooga cincinnattiCincin andnatti atlanta family life in the mission

home was strenuous requiring the children to play quietly and not

disturb the elders of the office staff who worked and also lived in
9

the mission home As the children attended the school across the

street from the mission home they became attractions and objects of

scorn to the other children andrea later recalled

I1 was always conscious of the fact as a little girl that I1
had two counts against me I1 was a yankee and I1 was a mormonjormonlormonI

that made it very hard for people to accept me and let me be
a close friend to their little girls 10

the family lived in cincinnattiCincin thenatti headquarters of the

middle states mission during the summer and early fall of 1903 the

children enjoyed their spacious back yard filled with many swings

9
nedra watkins reese summary of life of andrea rich watkins

dictated in october 1955 unpublished p 2 hereafter referred to as
life of andrea rich watkins tl andrea later remarked how hard it

was for normal lively children to be constantly asked to be quiet

life of andrea rich watkins

C
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tleycley

theythem

lorin fred
seated don sister rich frank ida andreaandrca president rich homer

trees and neighborhood playmates until the day fearful neighbors

refused coto allow their children coto associate tjithuithbuith them andreaandrca

described the morning no children arrived to play

we called to theche children when tieythey made their appearance out
from their homes they would rush back in and shut the door
run as they passed our place and failed to speak to us the
ignored our presence and broke our hearts 112

uhenwhen sister rich sought the reason from the neighbors for the

ill treatment they refused to discuss the matter finally she found

one who hesitatingly revealed the problem at lengthic hothermothernothernglhngoh rich

11courtesy of larsllrs11rs william tl11 palmer salt lake city utah

life of andrea rich watkins p 3
12
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returned to her heartbroken children and reported the neighbors

story

their minister had visited their homes and warned them that our
back yard was a trap for their little girls someday if they
let them play there they would disappear and they would never
see them again the mormonscormons would kidnap them and take them
to utah where little girls were raised to be dutiful polygamous
wives

in the summer of 1903 the family moved again this time to

atlanta georgia the nevnexnew headquarters of the southern states mission

when the children arrived in october 1903 the public schools already

in session refused to admit them and president rich enrolled them

in the catholic parochial schools for the year

by the start of school in september 1904 the mission head-

quarters had been moved back to chattanooga sister rich desiring

that the children cramped in the chattanooga mission home live

normally without fear of interfering with the office force sent the

older children idalda don and andrea to attend school in utah and

live with aunt laura a plural wife of president rich

A home in centervilleCent

at

erville

the dissolution of the middle states mission in 1903

president rich had been informed by his brother in law and confidant

john henry smith that he was to have a two year time a

13 ibid
14ibid p 4 ida rich strong biography p 16 see also

appendix G for information concerning the plural wives at this time
the oldest children ben L lorin fred and homer were married
serving mission or attending schools of higher education

john henry smith and ben E rich were married to sisters
daughters of lorin farr

13

iday dons
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hint that rich could expect a release from his mission in 1905

in anticipation of this release the older children were sent to utah

for school in the fall of 1904 followed by sister rich and the

youngest child frank cannon rich the following summer the move to

utah to live among those of the mormon faith relieved and bewildered

the rich children who had been scorned as mormonscormonsMor andmons yankees

one effect of so many changes of schooling and environment was
to alert me to ever prompt defence of my religion which was
anything but popular in those years

I1 remember being asked many times when my horns would start
to grow being a mormon boy incited much ridicule against me

I1 learned to fightight my way into acceptance by my new class mates
at a new school nearly every year at the beginning of my fifth
grade in salt lake city I1 came home after my first day at school
quite dejected my mother detected my mood and asked me what
was the matter to which I1 replied this is the tamest town
I1 was ever in at morning recess I1 challangedchallengedchallan aged boy bigger
than myself with the taunt l1 bet I1 can lick you 1 to which
he replied 1 dotdont care if you can 1 I1 simply couldnt under-
stand nor puzzle it out

in 1905 after arriving in salt lake city to be with the

children for the school year sister rich expressed her desire to her

husband to move into the country north of salt lake city shortly

afterwards president rich arranged for the construction of a large

home in centervilleCent inerville return for the copyright of mr durant of

letter from john henry smith to rich dated january 27 1903
in the letter books of john henry smith on microfilm church archives
historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints see also chapter VII p 81 whether the first presidency
knew of this letter to rich is unknown

after serving his mission for a few years father felt it
wouldnt be much longer before his release would come ida rich
strong biography p 12

frank C rich an autobiographyauto ofbiography my life 1969
unpublished
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salt lake city that mormon a book published by ben E rich in
191893 the church allowed him sufficient money to finish the home

sister rich and the children had moved to the home before the end of

the school year 190519061905 and1906 the home was completely finished in time

for the gala wedding reception of ida in december 1906 from this

time on sister richsriches trips to the south were less frequent and the

exception rather than the rule she contented herself to remain in

centervilleCent anderville be with the remaining children as they attended
20school

during the time sister rich had labored in the south she had

acted as the missionfission mother assisting with the care of the elders

writing letters of condolence to the parents when missionary sons had

died raising her own large family and sustaining her husband

A tribute
on the eighth anniversary of the rich administration of the

southern states mission president and sister rich were given a

special tribute by all the missionaries who had labored in the south

since 1898 numbering nearly 1600 these missionaries had each been

invited by a committee of the office staff to send in letters to be

read at the tribute and to contribute 25 cents toward the purchase of

an office desk and chair for president rich

an evening program held june 19 1906 highlighted the

19john henry smith assisted with the negotiations see
letters of the first presidency to rich dated january 17 and 29
1906 in the letter books of joseph F smith on microfilm church
archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints

20see appendix H
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tribute the letters from the missionaries were read a quartette

sang and the elders rolled out the beautiful offic desk and chair

set coto conclude the affectionate tribute

flourefigure 7

president ben E rich in june 1906
21

in honor of president and sister rich an additional tribute

was published in the elders journal outlining their great work while

in the southern states mission the tribute issue also included a

reprint of a complimentary article published for the occasion by the

21 courtesy of mrs william M palmer salt lake city
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chattanoogaChatta newsnoranoua which read in part no man stands higher in the

business world in chattanooga than mr rich it can be truth-

fully stated that no one could have done more for his church in this
22territory than has mr rich

contributions to the southern states

indeed the work of ben E rich in the southern states mission

had been particularly effective and the volume of the work particularly

impressive by 1908 the nearly 1700 elders who had labored under his

direction had baptized approximately 6800 converts into the church

during his mission presidency the elders had flooded the south with

mormon literature totalingtallingto approximately 25000 copies of the book of

mormon 15000 works of orson pratt 160000 copies of parley P

pratts voice of warning 150000 mr durantsdurants11durantaDu andrants 3500000 other

religious tracts except for the copies of the book of mormon all

of these missionary materials in addition to the mission newspapers

the southern star and elders journal had been published by the
23southern states mission strong church congregations established

in many of the cities of the south stood as the greatest result of

the dedication of president rich and his missionaries

involvement in politics

in addition to his labors in the southern states ben E rich

9 9
elders journal chattanooga tennessee III111iliill no 21 july

1 1906 385391385

23

391

see richs official letter of report to the first presidency
dated september 15 1908 in the personal papers of ben E rich church
archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints box 2 folder 3 hereafter referred to as personal papers
of ben E rich

22
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responded to additional requests for his services during the time he

was mission president through his friendship with powerful political

figures he played a significant role in the influencing of president

theodore roosevelt and other key government leaders against the proposed

antipolygamyanti antipolygamy mormon amendment in 1902 and the movement to oust
24reed smoot from the senate beginning in 1903 these political

attacks as well as the refusal of congress to seat B H roberts in

1900 were the fruits of rabid opponents of the church in salt lake

city and were a continuation of earlier efforts by a ring of utah

non mormonscormons to gain political dominance of the territory by defeating

efforts toward utah statehood

in the 1890s18901s after the failure of the territory to achieve

statehood under a democratic administration the mormon church leader-

ship had responded increasingly to the sentiment of the republican

party that utah should be admitted to the union aware of the mormon

democratic tradition resulting from the overzealousover republicanzealous cam-

paign against polygamy which threatened to defeat their attempt to

convert utah into a republican candidate for statehood the first
presidency had initiated a campaign to swingswineswink the mormonscormons toward

republicanism john henry smith had been allowed to gather republican

support among the mormonscormons of the territory to the exclusion of similar

campaigning by democratic members of the church hierarchy although

this action created serious dissension within the quorum of the twelve

the territory had elected a republican majority to the legislature by

1893 and with the support of the democrats utah had been admitted to

24seesec chapter IV ppap 293729 37
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25the union in january 1896

the struggle to win statehood for utah had established a

dangerous precedent within the leadership ranks of the church which

allowed members of the quorum of the twelve to involve themselves in

political affairs especially those sanctioned by the president of the

church joseph F smith feared future political action in idaho against

the church if the democratic party gained a majority control of the
26legislature

because of his wide political influence during the earlier

years of his mission presidency ben E rich was active in support of

the republican cause in idaho and utah to the dismay of certain church

leaders and the approval of others after october conference in 1900

rich campaigned with john henry smith for republican candidate william

budge stake president in idaho although george Q cannon disapproved
27

of rich stumping while president of a church mission president

joseph F smith privately encouraged him to evidence to the mormon

25gustive 0 larson the americanization of utah for statehood
san marino california the huntington library 1971 ppap 283298283

n
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rich warned joseph F smith that if the democrats gained
control in idaho they would use the test oath still a law on the
books in idaho against church members letter dated july 30 1904
in the papers of joseph F smith church archives historical department
of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter referred
to as papers of joseph F smith

27president smith wrote rich I1 heard president cannon express
his views against bro Rs appearing on the stump and I1 shall be sorry
if he does letter dated october 26 1900 in the personal letter
books of joseph F smith on microfilm church archives historical
department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints hereafter
referred to as personal letter books of joseph F smith

26
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people that the first presidency supported republicanism when

church members questioned the propriety of richs actions president

smith responded

the fact that bro rich is not now laboring in the southern
states mission and is where he is ought to be sufficient
evidence to most people that he is in the line of his duty
as understood by those who have the best interests of the
people of our country at heart I1 hope he will be successful

william budge however failed in his political bid in spite

of the influence of the church and president rich returned to his

duties in the southern states mission in the fall of 1902 rich was

invited by john henry smith to campaign for another republican candi-

date in idaho john A bagley shortly after rich left for the west

bagley withdrew from the race but john henry smith still encouraged
29rich to do everything in honor to make idaho republican

in contrast to president smiths support of richsrictus political

activity in behalf of pro mormon candidates the first presidency in-

structed him to avoid campaigning for politicians opposed to the church

when president rich visited his family in rexburgredburg in december 1902

fred T dubois a former political friend of rich was running for re-

election in idaho john henry smith sent rich instructions from the

first presidency

it is the wish and hopebope of your friends that you will
not permit yourself to take any part whatever in the election
of idahos united states senator but to confine yourself

28letter from joseph F smith to william budge of paris idaho
dated october 26 1900 in the personal letter books of joseph F

smith see related letters in the same letter book dated october 24
26 and november 8 9 1900

29letter from john henry smith to rich dated august 15 1902
in the letter books of john henry smith

28
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strictly to your ministerial labors

in addition to his dramatic mission to see president roosevelt

in november 1903 ben E rich took an active interest in the reed

smoot hearings in response to the wishes of president joseph F

smith rich attempted to win utahs senator thomas L kearns to the

smoot camp in a lengthy letter he advised kearns to disassociate

himself from the salt lake tribune kearns newspaper which printed

daily attacks against smoot and the church or face a political
31grave the warning letter to kearns was reluctantly written

however rich had grown weary of political interventions two former
32 33political friends fred T dubois and frank J cannon were actively

waging attacks against the mormon church and president rich desired to

disassociate himself from politics and fully devote himself to the

missionary cause he conveyed his personal feelings in a letter

addressed to the first presidency

30letter signed by john henry smith dated december 22 1902
in the letter books of joseph F smith

the letter of rich to kearns is dated april 9 1904 and is
found in the papers of joseph F smith kearns failed to accept the
advice of his mormon friends lost his bid for electionreelectionre and hired
frank J cannon a bitter anti mormon as editor of the tribune in an
attempt to regain his lost political power

32
dubois was attacking the church according to rich to build

a national reputation for himself in case he were to lose the next
idaho election see richs letter to joseph F smith dated july 30
1904 in the papers of joseph F smith

frank J cannon after whom rich had named his youngest son
lost his electionreelectionre to the senate supported kearns in another unsu-
ccessful bid for power and was excommunicated from the church in march
1905 cannon later expressed his regret that in his second campaign
for the senate his campaign manager had been taken away 11 salt lake
tribune september 14 1913 p 2 citing cannoncannons autobiography in

30
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I1 have seen them
when their fathers whooho seemed to be the anchors of their faith
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1I do not know what your intentions are regarding the
presidency of the southern states mission but I1 shall say for
myself that I1 am in love with my work and will be happy to continue
in the field and also happy to return home when I1 have been honor-
able sic released

I1 desire president lund to repeat in connection with this
communication the conversation I1 had with him wherein I1 spoke
of the many rumors concerning the management of the political
movements of senator kearns and my feelings in relation to the
same I1 would rather turn my back on politics completely and
build that mission house in the south than to be a maker of
half a dozen senators

according to his wishes durinoduringdurina the years following 1904

president rich was left free to devote his full efforts to the mission-

ary work the expected missionary release of 1905 failed to materialize

and instead he was transferred to another field in august 1908 A

month later in addressing the general conference in salt lake city

hebe reflected upon his former political activity

I1 remember the time when brother roberts was elected to a
political office on the democratic ticket there were members
of this church who went from one end of this state to the other
trying to defeat him- i was one of that number that may be the
reason he was elected

1

president rich then announced his own political status I1

am kept out in the missionary field free from political strife not

mingling in your political quarrels

speaking of men like cannon rich later said H

passed to the other side turn with all the hideousness of a rattles-
nake against the very men that they had pretended to support before
see the report of the annual conference of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints salt lake city october 1908 ppap 103 104
hereafter referred to as conference report

34letter to the first presidency from rich dated march 29
1904 in the papers of joseph F smith

35address by rich conference report october 1908 p 103

34

35
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A farewell to the south

on august 25 1908 president rich returned to chattanooga

from the west and announced to the surprised office staff that he had

been released as president of the southern states mission and appointed
0

to succeed john G mcquarrie as head of the eastern states mission

elder charles A callis had been appointed as the new president of the

southern states mission

the next few weeks were filled with the business of moving and

sad farewells A gala farewell party was held september 11 in the

atlanta chapel to honor the departing president the atlanta georgian

reported that the building was crowded to overflowing by participants

the chapel which had been decorated by lady missionaries displayed a

portrait of president rich with two large american flags on either side

during the festivities master of ceremonies charles A callis pre-

sented rich with a diamond pin from the elders of the mission

later the new president charles A callis paid a tribute

to president rich in a letter of acceptance addressed to the elders

he wrote in part

brother richsriches ability to adapt himself to every phase of
missionary life is well known he has ably and eloquently
expounded the word of god he has been humble and sought at
all times the guidance of the holy spirit he has been bold and
courageous in defending the gospel he has gained access

the decision to transfer rich to new york city was made in a
meeting of the church authorities july 29 1908 rich was informed
of the decision july 31 1908 letter to rich from john R winder
dated july 31 1908 in the letter books of joseph F smith

37historical minutes of the southern states mission church
archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints september 1908 hereafter referred to as historical
minutes SSM

C
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to the hearts of the elders and the people with the key of loveiove
the sacrifice he has made is sacred unto the lord

shortly after the announcement of his release ben E rich

penned a farewell letter to the people of the south the land of my

39fathers he cited the chivalry and bravery of the southern men who

40were 11 willing to lay down their lives for the missionaries

three weeks later he signed his final entry in the southern states

mission minutes book

I1 hope I1 have merited the good will of my father in heaven
god bless the people of the south they have been good to the
missionaries god bless the elders and the saints god be with
thee till we meet again

ben E rich

A final transfer

As president of the eastern states mission ben E rich

executed his office with the same energy and determination as he had

shown in the southern states mission sister rich remained much of the

time in centervilleCent buterville visited her husband occasionally in new york

during one of these reunions made more precious by the celebration of

their thirty second wedding anniversary president rich paid tribute

to his wifewifbif in a letter to their son

ibid august 1908

39his father was born in kentucky and his mothers parents
were from south carolina

40richs farewell letter dated august 28 1908 is found in
the personal papers of ben E rich

41richs official statement of report dated september 15
1908 personal papers of ben E rich three weeks later he added his
own footnote to his ten years service in the mission my heart will
never be weaned away from the good people of the south conference
reltreportrejc october 1908 p 39

love38
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during the summer of 1913 the many years of a well spent life
finally caught up with president ben E rich and he suffered a stroke

of apoplexy

117

through sunshine and storm your mother has been the light
and the inspiration of my life she has rejoiced with me in pros-
perity and stood by my side as a comforting angel in hours of
almost despair she has been an anchor of hope and a harbor of
safety to all my life from the first moment my eyes beheld her
I1 knew she was born to be mine I1 sometimes shudder at what
might have been my fate had I1 never met her and god knows how often
I1 have praised his holy name for sending her to me she has
always been the light of my soul the life of my creation and the
strength of my heartstringsheart nostrings better no truer no more devoted
and no more noble wife has god ever given to man As a heavenly
queen of a wife so has she been as a mother to her children
she has been guardian angel in nursing and protecting and watching
over her little ones throughout all the years of their lives
to see them honest noble and good has been the ambition of her
very soul willingly would she have laid down her life at any
moment to have shielded them from wickedness her faith in god
was only equaled by her ambition to see her children good and
great she will be a queen hereafter and may we be with her
thank god she is by my side tonight

the culmination of a nervous breakdown and lingering
43illness at first it was thought he would recover but when his

condition grew worse he was released as president of the mission

august 26 1913 although critically ill he was reluctant to request

a release preferring to die in the harness as had so many elders of
44

the southern states mission his desire to remain in the mission

42 benjamin L rich ben E rich an appreciation by his son
benjamin L rich salt lake city utah august 29 1950 biographical
pamphlet in the church library salt lake city ppap 36 37

43
A plural wife of rich laura bowering traveled to new york

to be with the ill president but as his condition grew worse sister
diana rich joined her husband also interview with mrs william M

palmer august 6 1975 see also appendix G

44journal history of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints on microfilm church archives historical department of
the church of jesus christ of latter day saints september 13 1905
p 3 september 21 1913 p 6 hereafter referred to as JH
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ingrained in his veryverb soul was in obedience to his onown counsel to the

elders earscars earlier let ournour release always come as a surprise and

your departure be taken with reluctance and with a knowledge of having

45
done well

to encourage the critically ill president to return coto the

west the first presidency issued a more formal release designed to

fulfill the condition a knowledge of having done well

figure 8

president ben bL rich eastern states mission
46

45elders journal atlanta georgia 1I no 6 januaryjanuaiy 1904
646564

46

65

courtesy of mrs billiamuillianuilliam 11 palmer salt lake city
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while deeply regretting the necessity of thus releasing
you we have great pleasure in contemplating the long and
faithful service which you have rendered as a missionary in the
cause of truth and we have great pleasure indeed in saying
that your labors as a presiding officer have met with our
hearty approval and our entire satisfaction

A few days after receiving this release president rich passed

away on a saturday night september 13 1913 at his bedsidebed insideysidessldey

addition to laura and diana were two of his sons benjamin L rich

of salt lake city and dr lorin rich of ogden As the news of his

death reached the people of the south many words of sorrow and regret

flooded the mission office at the funeral held in the salt lake

tabernacle sunday september 21 1913 president joseph F smith

eulogized his departed brother in the gospel

he was one in whom no trust was misplaced no confidence unfu-
lfilled A man fearless of the world fearless of opposition
being established as he was on the principles of eternal truth
he was a stalwart defender of the truth a friend of mankind
faithful to every duty capable to perform the labors to which he
was called and always willing and ready to perform

his struggle had ended his labors were through the god

49
who loved ben E rich and held his sacrifice as sacred received an

elder who died in the harness

letter to rich from the first presidency dated september 6

1913 letter books of joseph F smith see also related letters of
august 26 and september 5 1913

JH september 21 1913 ppap 686

49

8

address by heber J grant conference report october 1913
ppap 87 88
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CHAPTER X

THE FUTURE OF THE SOUTHERN STATES MISSION

A statistical ANALYSIS

when compared to the many tens of thousands of church converts

in the southern states over the years the contributions of ben E

rich during his ten year administration may seem insignificant at a

glance however the creation of wards and stakes in the south in

later decades resulted from an accumulation of church membership and

priesthood strength the foundation of this strength had begun to grow

years earlier as the converts of the missionaries were encouraged to

remain in the small branches and sunday schools scattered throughout

the south the numerous latter day saint congregations in almost

every city of the south today stand as a witness of the dedication of

president rich and his many fellow laborers this chapter outlines

the developments in the mission following the transfer of ben E rich

to the eastern states mission in 1908

the administration of callis
from his solitary conversion as the dirty little irish boy

charles A callis was yet to preside over the southern states mission

manuscript history of the southern states mission on micro-
film church archives historical department of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints 190819341908 hereafter1934 referred to as
manuscript history SSM
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for a longer term than had any other president and was eventually to

sit among the leading councils of the church his administration of

the mission began in august 1908 and lasted until the mid depression

year of 1934 during those decades the membership in the south grew

from fourteen thousand in 1910 to almost twenty seven thousand in

1930
2

in 1920 due to excessive travel requirements president callis
moved the mission headquarters to atlanta georgia a more central lo-

cation this transfer became the prelude to two major boundary changes

due to better health conditions and a lessened need for missionaries

to recuperate in a northern area ohio was transferred to the northern

states mission in 1926 however a larger subdivision in 1928 created

the east central states mission with headquarters in louisville

kentucky this new mission included areas of kentucky tennessee

virginia and north carolina from the southern states mission while

the state of west virginia was added from the northern states mission

miles L jones servedsereedse asrred the first president of the new mission which
3

had membership strength of 12289

2
mission financial and statistical reports church archives

historical department of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints 1910 and 1930 hereafter referred to as annual statistics

3
andrew jenson encyclopedic history of the church of jesus

chriscchristchristofof latter day saints salt lake city deseret news publishing
company 1941 ppap 204 205 hereafter referred to as encyclopedic
history
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the depression years

during the depression of the 1930 many people of the south

saw a return of the deep poverty of the post civil war years and of

the turn of the century in this discouraging period another future

member of the council of the twelve legrand richards accepted the

reigns of mission leadership although his administration was less

than three and one half years he had had previous missionary experiexpert
4

ence including service as president of the netherlands mission As

mission president he compiled his famous proselyting outline later

published as the book A marvelous work and a wonder

other mission presidents who served prior to world war II11 were

merrill D clayson in 1937 and william P whitaker in 1940 the

combined efforts of the mission presidents together with the labors

of hundreds of missionaries in the south produced a superior rate of

growth during the 193cps19301s reports of 1940 indicated a 131 percent

increase in membership totaling 26744 that year also marked the

first stake to be organized in the original southern states mission
7

area the washington stake which included a branch in virginia

growth during and after world war II11

president whitaker and president heber meeks supervised the

4
marba C josephson in conference assembled 11 the improvement

era LV may 1952 312

legrand richards A marvelous work and a wonder rev ed
salt lake city deseret book co 1963 ppap v viii

annual statistics 1940

ibid washington stake

the yeal s

1930s

5

6

5-legrand



123

southern states mission during most of the forties during that time

membership growth in the south was substantially less due in part to

the requirements of the military for missionary age young men how-

ever the number of those ordained to the melchizedek priesthood

increased at a rate superior to any growth experienced to that time

see graph 3 in 1947 during president meek administration two

stakes were created one in south carolina and one in florida see

appendix B in 1947 another major mission division occurred with

the formation of the central atlantic states mission in october

this new mission consisted of the states of north carolina and

virginia with headquarters at roanoke virginia church leaders also

transferred the state of ohio in october 1949 to the newly organized

great lakes mission see map on following page

meeks
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the harvest is great

president david 0 mckay was sustained as president of the

church in april 1951 his name was soon to become synonymous with

growth and worldwideworld aswide the church entered a new historic phase

building of temples and creation of stakes would characterize the

approaching decades the church in the south was also to experience

phenomenolphenomenon growth during the southern states mission administration

of albert choules from 1948 to 1952 the menbershipmembership in the entire

south passed the thirty five thousand mark exhibiting a modest growth
9

of about 30 percent since 1940

under the leadership of peter J ricks from 1952 to 1955 the

continued growth rate dictated another change in the southern states

mission area in june 1955 the majority of the state of mississippi

was combined with louisiana and arkansas to form the gulf states

mission under the direction of legrand F smith headquarters were

at shreveport louisiana see map on following page

the administration of the southern states mission by berkeley

L bunker from 1955 to 1959 saw the creation of two stakes within the

mission the atlanta stake in may 1957 and the orlando stake in

february 1958 the church also organized two stakes in the original

mission area in ohio and virginia see appendix B

9
annual statistics 1950 see also graph 1

manuscript history of the gulf states mission june 19
1955 on microfilm church archives historical department of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints

10

10
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the administration of J B ravsten

in may 1959 J byron ravsten a church leader in cache

valley utah was appointed to succeed president bunker this period

of time was marked by two major developments that contributed to an

unprecedented rise in the number of convert baptisms throughout the

entire south and in many missions of the world in 1960 the first
presidency announced that young men nineteen years of age could be set

apart as fullfuli time missionariesssionaries heretofore the minimum age had been

twenty years this innovation resulted in a large increase in numbers

of missionaries called the second improvement was the introduction
12

of a uniform plan developed in the northwestern states mission for

teaching investigators of the church in the southern states mission

alone convert baptisms per month rose from less than two hundred to
13

over six hundred by 1963 among the atlantic seaboard missions

some seemingly overzealousover missionarieszealous baptized scores of childrenildrenlidrencb

without their parents joining the church by 1970 many cf these
14

children had not yet become active in the church

due to the tremendous church growth in florida the orlando

stake which had been created twenty months earlier was divided to

form the tampa stake in october 1959 further growth in florida

demanded yet another stake be created and on november 13 1960 the

12
A uniform method of teaching investigators salt lake

city the church of jesus christ of latter day saints 1961

i 0
southern states success atlanta georgia 1963 official

organ of the southern states mission
14annual statistics 1970 see the columns for unordained

males 11

ravstenp

mi

13

time



I1

I1 coluniouscolunibuscoiCol

avsarsaks

unibus

SOUTH GEORGIA
ALABAMA DISTRICT GEORGIAGEORGIAIFLORIDA district

district

pensacola ja 10c

lk cty-lcayl
VIEST f10rida FLORIDA

districtdisrrict i stauSTAM0
dayona beach

TAMPA STAKE
ORLANDO STAM

00flondo

amp 0st reterst rar9 7

FLORIDASOUTH

DISTRICT

lislim

maknmann

saicsail

chuchareon A

128

miami stake was organized chethe third in florida in less than three

years see appendix B at chisthis time the mission was experiencing

growing pains and with a subdivision of southern parts of georgia

and alabama the florida mission was created on november 1 1960 see

map below lt s first president was karlkari R lyman
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A period of stake creation

beginning in 1957 stakes of the church were organized yearly

in the south until 1966 in this span of less than nine years stakes

were created at a rate of about two per year and by june 1965

stakes were located in every southern state except alabama and

kentucky see appendix B

president ravsten was succeeded in december 1963 by

fauntleroy hunsaker a former stake president and optometrist from los

angeles president hunsaker continued to stress the emphasis begun

earlier to baptize entire families and convert baptism totals dipped

after 1963 on july 24 1964 presidentPresid hunsakerscntent wife passed away

leaving him to direct mission affairs without support of his com-

panion he desired to remain in the mission however and2 continued

to serve until succeeded in march 1965 by roy B evanson an
10

agriculturist businessman from canada evanson was replaced in

1968 by charles W nibley a businessman from north hollywood

19california

other slanssignssians of growth

in june 1967 the ohio mission an area once in the southern
20states mission was formed by a division of the great lakes mission

manuscript history SSM december 18 1963

ibid 1964 to march 1965

ibid march 1968

20organizational file ohio mission located2 in the church
archives historical departmentDevart ofment the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints

17

however2

18

19672
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ibid2 19642
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this event was followed by a second series of rapid stake creation

commencing with alabamas first stake in march 1968 by mid 1972

nine more stakes had been organized in the south including two in
21kentucky at louisville and lexington this made a total of twenty

nine stakes distributed in every state in the south see appendix B

statistics for the sixties indicated an even higher growth

rate than the record totals of the previous decade by 1970 church

membership in the south stood at 128593 an 87 percent increase over

the total membership of 1960 see graph 1 p 138

mission divisions and name changes characterized church growth

in the south during the early seventies in june 1970 the central

atlantic states mission was renamed the north carolinavirginiacarolina

mission

virginia

and the east central states mission became the kentucky

22tennessee mission see lower map on following page the first
presidency announced the formation of a new southern mission the

alabamafloridaalabama missionflorida in june 1971 see maps on following page

it encompassed alabama and southern georgia a member of the first
council of seventy hartman rector jr served as the mission presi-

dent in the same move the florida mission was renamed the florida

south mission presided over by J murray rawson while the southern
2 3states mission was to be known as the georgiasouthgeorgia carolinasouth mission

with these changes the epic name of the southern states mission became

a part of history

21 ibid louisville stake and lexington stake
22 ibid north carolinavirginiacarolina missionvirginia and kentucky

tennessee mission
23

deseret news church news june 26 1971 p 5

23
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analyzation of growth statistics
because membership figures of the southern states mission

show interruptions due to its growth and division a meaningful study

must include information from these subdivided missions and stakes

since this history begins with the administration of ben E rich in

1898 the author analyzed church membership statistics from those con-

ferences remaining in the mission beyond 1900 conferences of the

original southern states mission not included in this study are with

the date of their transfer west virginia and maryland 18985

n

arkansas 1895 texas 1897 and louisiana 1900

the annual statistical reports

early membership records of the southern states mission often

sketchy and inaccurate show inconsistencies from year to year because

of emigration of members from the south see appendix C the earliest

available summary of official mission statistics preserved by the
27

church is dated december 31 1902 this report contains the totals

of members and missionaries in six conferences ie alabama

florida georgia mississippi north carolina and south carolina

these 1902 figures will not be shown on the membership graph however

because they omit information fromfron the conferences 0 the middle

states mission see chapter VII ppap 78 79 no further annual

report is available until 1906 containing totals from eleven

n
encyclopedic historyhist ppap 820822820 see822 also map chapter

VI p 64

27general memoranda of the southern states mission on micro-
film church archives historical department of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints reel 71 p 362

26

fromthe

26

ferences
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conferences the 1906 report gives number of missionaries and details
no

of church membership increase and decrease

from 1906 the mission sent in regular annual reports often

containing statistical comparisons of three or four previous years

the annual reports of 1910 1920 and 1930 contain membership

and priesthood totals as well as numbers of convert baptisms however

since convert baptisms are not listed by districts a term replacing
31

conference11conference convert baptismsbapti forsms the original southern states

mission area are impossible to compute from these reports this sit
32 33

uationbation continues with annual reports of 1940 1950 1960 and 1970

the 1970 reports

the annual reports of 1970 also included computerized totals

by state see table 2 A comparison of these totals with 1970 membe-

rship totals indicates a maximum error of 3.636 percent this is

reasonable considering the author had no report from the nashville

stake or from smaller units of stakes with headquarters outside of the

oo00
annual statistics 1906

ibid 1910

stake and mission annual reportsReport church archives historical
department of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints 1920
1930 hereafter referred to as annual mission reports

31deseret news church news april 12 1947 p 1

annual mission reports 1940 1950

33stake compilation form E and mission membership statistics
and officers 1960 1970 church archives historical department of the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints

28

3

29 30

re

28

29

30

32

11

sp

36
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area studied see table 1 however the tables in this chapter will

include the computerized membership totals for 1970 or prorated totals

for the priesthood figures based on the 3.636 percent error likewise

graphs will reflect the computerized and prorated figures correlating

more closely with the more complete and simpler data of the earlier

decades of the century

the following table includes data from all missions and stakes

in the original southern states mission area of 1900 but omits infor-

mation from single wards and single branches of stakes whose boundaries

cross into the 1900 area of study

36
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214

458

921

2098

3143

7698

15625

16406f

annual mission reports
b
omits figures for middle states mission

information not available

no report from gulf states mission includes mississippi or
from nashville stake organized december 5 1970

takestake compilation form E and mission membership statistics and
officers 1970 church archives historical department of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints

prorated based on computerized membership totals
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table I11

membership and priesthood membershipabership totals of all stakes and
Q

missions in the southern states mission area of 1900

year

1902

1906

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970wo-dmo-d

1970

d

membership

122

4355-b

039.039

12787

14071

20492

26744

34247

37345

68795

122039

128593

melchizedek
priesthood

NA

NA

100

393

540

1217

2183

5179

11347

11914

aaronic
priesthood

me

a

e 16406-f

a

c

d

e
S

fproratprarat ed

aber ship

nac

0-
39
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table 2

computerized membership totals of southeastern states

for 19708

state

alabama

florida

georgia

kentucky

mississippi

north carolina

ohio

south carolina

tennessee

virginia

stake membership

3727

20230

8702

1204

6527

12874

16552

8361

2013

16057

mission
membership

3813

2442

4755

7270

not available

2879

589

1179

6150

3269

total

7540

22672

13457

8474

6527

15752

17141

9540

8163

19326

total 96247 32346 128592

stake compilation form E and mission membership statistics and
officers 1970 church archives historical department of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints

1970
a

81-702

1y-204 89-474

16 9- 552.-9552

91-540

2p-o13

16 9-057.-9057

961-247



137

the annual report graphs

graph I11 on the following page illustrates the membership growth

from 1906 to 1970 by decade the reader should bear in mind that an

increasing number of members contained in these annual totals were of

lost or unaccounted for persons these members although listed seper

atelyabely in more recent reports were not indicated in statistical summaries

of earlier years hence they have not been subtracted from the figures

the graphs are based upon

graph 2 is a comparison of the numbers of those ordained to the

aaronic priesthood and those who held the melchizedek priesthood al-

though the number of aaronic priesthood holders is greater in each year

studied this figure includes those over eighteen years of age who had

not been ordained elders holders of the melchizedek priesthood these

prospective elders generally speaking were inactive in the church

measurement of true growth

membership totals are only a fair gauge of true church growth

because they contain records for inactive lost or unaccounted for

persons A large percentage of inactive adult males are included in

the aaronic priesthood totals therefore these are a poor measure of

real growth of the church however melchizedek priesthood figures are

an excellent gauge of church growth rate because a high percentage of

these men are usually active with this in mind the increase of

melchizedek priesthood figures must be congruent to increased membership

to maintain church strength graph 3 is a comparison of melchizedek

priesthood increases to church growth in the south

C
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graph 2

melchizedek and aaronic priesthood holders in the south 191019701910
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summarySun andunary conclusions

research into the period of the rich administration of the

southern states mission has yielded the following significant

findingsin

1

dings

the severe persecution of missionaries in the south

during the nineteenth century was prolonged into the twentieth century

largely as a result of the roberts trial and the smoot hearings which

gave enemies of the church excuses to wage further attacks protes-

tant ministers were successful in agitating widespread mob action

against the southern states missionaries until 1905

2 because of his friendship with the president of the united

states ben E rich traveled to washington at the request of church

authorities to win the support of roosevelt for senator reed smoot

3 the reduction of the missionary force in the south from

nearly five hundred to about two hundred elders resulted from fewer

missionaries being called and from the decision of church leaders to

strengthen the missions of europe continued persecution of mission-

aries in the south and missionary deaths due to the southern climate

were also considered by the general authorities in making the

decision to decrease the number of elders assigned to the southern

states mission

4 the numerous deaths of missionaries in the south gave

sufficient reason for the transfer of the ohio conference to the

southern states mission this transfer precipitated the division

of the mission and the creation of the middle states mission the

missions were rejoined a year later out of financial considerations

the desire of church authorities and ben E rich to keep the mission

f
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self sustaining

5 the poverty of most missionaries sent to the south and

the strict adherence by the missionaries to the practice of traveling

without purse or scrip resulted in little success with city pro

selytingsely inting the southern states mission until after 1903

the beginning of the twentieth century brought dynamic

changes to the southern states mission at the time of the mission

call of ben E rich in 1898 the mormon people had won their goal of

a half century by the granting of statehood for utah in 1896 during

the next decade that paper acceptance was to be severely tried and

the south was to be a sore testing ground

the selection of the president of the southern states mission

therefore was of vital importance to the mission and to the church

the call of ben E rich in 1898 must be considered an excellent

choice because of his successful execution of the missionary work in

the south in addition his controversial appointment as mission

president while terminating his service to anti mormon politicians

such as cannon and dubois placed his political savvy at the dis-

posal of church leaders who called on him from time to time until

he expressed his desire to retire from politics completely and devote

himself to missionary work

ben E rich hadbad a workable friendship with roosevelt and

played a significant role in winning the presidents support of

smoot and the churchs missionary efforts in the south

the history of the mormon church in the south is truly an

epic untold are the experiences of thousandsthotis ofands missionaries who
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worked there and the stories of the dozens who died there of per-

secution and disease the early growth of the southern states

mission was a result of years of tiring sacrifice and challenging

work these early labors combined with a consistent missionary

effort over the decades have resulted in the present great strength

of the church in the south

secution



APPENDIX A

southern states mission presidents

1 henry G boyle

2 john morgan

3 B H roberts

4 william spry

5 J golden kimball

6 elias S kimball

7 ben E rich

8 E H nye

9 charles A callis
10 legrand richards

11 merrill D clayson

12 william P whitaker

13 heber meeks

14 albert choules

15 peter J ricks

16 berkeley L bunker

17 J byron ravsten

18 fauntleroy hunsaker

19 roy B evanson

20 charles W nibley

21 J orvin hicken

october 1876 january 1878

january 187818841878 1886188818861884

188418861884

1888

interim1886 president

188818911888

189118941891

1891

189418981894

1894

july

1898

1 1898 august 15 1908

june 30 1902 may 15 1903

october 9 1908 january 31 1934

january 1934 june 19 1937

june 18 1937 july 27 1940

july 25 1940 august 1943

august 1943 april 20 1948

april 20 1948 april 15 1952

april 1952 october 11 1955

october 11 1955 may 1 1959

may 1I 1959 december 18 1963

december 18 1963 march 21 1965

march 21 1965 march 22 1968

march 22 1968 august 15 1970

august 15 1970

144
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I1I1kentucky mississippi north carolina ohio south
carolina tennessee and virginia louisiana was transferred
to chethecile southwestern states mission in november 1900

1902 june 30

I1 C

virginvirgini

missioimissimi

APPENDIX B

organizational developments in the southern statesstates1

1900

1

southern states mission includes states of alabama florida
georgia

tennessee kentucky virginia and ohio to middle
states mission

1903 5 august 7 tennessee kentucky virginia and ohio to soutlicrnsoutliern
states missionhission

1926 ohio to northern states mission

1928 tennessee kentucky north carolina and virginia to the east
centralcentra states mission

1940 june 30 washington stake includes part of virginia

1947 january 19

f-

lorida stake

1947 october 19 south carolina stalestakestolestoie

1947 october 26 north carolina and virginia to central atlantic
states mission

1949 october 14 ohio to great lakes mission

1955 june 19

atlanta stake

1957 june 30

orlando stake

1958 november 23 cincinnati stalestakestaie

1959 october 25 tampa stakeshakeslake by division of orlando stake

1960 november I11 florida south alabama and southern georgia to
florida Missimiss looionuon

organizational filevileflie containedcont-ained in the church archives
145

kentvcl y

i

seventy five counties of mississippi to gulf states
mission seventeen northern counties to east central
states mission

1957 may 5

ic stake

1958 februaryFebro 23oeyorydey

oi



patomicpotomic stake division of washington stake

1963 march 10

146

1960 november 13 miami stake

1961 august 27 north carolina stake

1961 september 13 greensboro stake north carolina

1962 december 9 raleigh stake north carolina

1963 january 27 south carolina west stake division of south
carolina stake

1963 march 3

macon stake division of atlanta stake

1964 april 12 norfolk stake division of virginia stake

1965 april 15 memphis stake

1965 may 2 jackson stake mississippi

1965 june 27 hattiesburg stake mississippi

1967 june 29 ohio mission division of great lakes mission

1968 march 3 alabama stake

1968 april 21 south carolina east stake division of so carolina

1968 september 15 jacksonville stake division of florida stake

1969 june 15 pensacola stake

1970 january 11 roanoke stake virginia

1970 april 26 mt vernon stake

1970 june 10 north carolinavirginiacarolina missionvirginia formerly central
atlantic states mission
kentuckytennesseekentucky missiontennessee formerly east central
states

1970 october 18 ft lauderdale stake division of miami stake

1970 december 5 nashville stake

1971 january 30 louisville stake

1971 june alabamaflorida mission georgiasouthgeorgia carolinasouth mission
formerly southern states mission florida so mission

1972 april 23 lexington stake

1972 october 19 ohiowest virginia mission formerly ohio mission

1963t

1967t

alabama florida

ohio west
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APPENDIX C mission statistics during the rich administration

may dec dec dec 0 dec dec 6 dec decsdec9 dec dec dec
1884 1898 1899 1900 1901 1902 1903 1905 1906 1907 1908

membe-
rship
with

childrenchilchii

mel

dreidrel

prstdprstt
includiincludinc

mission-
aries

ludiludl

average
for yeai

emigra-
tion

branchesbranche
organ

sunday
schools
organ

convert
baptismsbaptism
year

1084

ng mimiimismls

92

2-

2
exist

6366

9200

525
sionarlionar

442

101

10
ing

46

1377

7132

10251
10389

587
es

482

3-

23
382

1118

8227

10894

546

446

3-

2

979

154

198

ii

804

43556

100

many

198

122

M

834

10663

1-

87

198

589

12787

311

276

73

610
645

9618

139213921

361

225

843

a

b

4355
e 8592

8729

f

g

e

3 2

2-

1
265

f-

rom official statistical reports missionary newspapers

ohio conference included

louisiana conference not transferred

incompletecomplete middle states mission organization

oes not include middle states mission totals

reports conflict

o0 information for 1904
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APPENDIX D

deaths of southern states missionaries 189819081898

name

1908

areage status from

sampson 0 hale 36 M ala

lewis A warren 33 M utah

thomas H bell M utah

alva T stewart 22 S ariz

bryan W peck 22 S id

thomas E norton 39 M ariz

robert A paxton

J D frankland

henry D bronson

john J fife
ephraim H nye

silas T andrus

wm E hokanson

leroy hall

24 S utah

26 M utah

22 S id

20 S utah

M utah

21 S id

S wy

23 S utah

cause

congestion of
bowels

malaria
pneumonia

heart failure

quick
consumption

measles
bronchitis

prolonged
illness

pneumonia

drowning
QcdiptheriadiphtheriaDip

heart

theria

disease

typhoid

blood poison
erysipelas

typhoid

died date

ala 123991

la

23

220992

99

ga

20

820998

99

a

20

home

99

22619002

tenn

26

22719002

1900

home

27

5

1900

71619007

scar

16

82719008

1900

ala

27

91319009

1900

ga

13

1006190010

1900

ala

06

12080212

1900

scar
08

516035

02

ga

16

522035

03

ky

22

117051

03

ky

17

429084

05

released

29

from

08

mission february 19 1900 never regained
strength probably died with quick consumption by overwork

leasedreleasedb-
Re from mission march 1900

As diagnosed by a hostile physician who wrote the certificate
of death other doctors including president of board of health were
convinced his death was not due to diptheriadiphtheriadip

148

theria

bow e 1 s

a
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APPENDIX E

the missionary force of the southern states mission

total number of no sent to percent sent to
year missionaries set apart SSM SSM

1893 317 62 20

1894 162 102 63

1895 526 228 43

1896 746 204 27

1897 922 256 28

1898 943 215 23

1899 1059 255 24

1900 796 122 15

1901 522 65 12

1902 848 124 15

1903 658 115 18

1904 699 131 19

1905 716 127 18

1906 1015 178 18

1907 930 159 17

1908 919 117 13

1909 1014 120 12

1910 933 102 11

1911 882 147 16.7167

Q

missionary department of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints

manuscript history of the southern states mission church
archives historical department of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints

149

a
A ssmbsemb
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appendix F

the children of benjamin erastus rich and diana farr rich

name birthratebirthdateBirth birthplacedate

benjamin leroy october 18 1878 ogden

lorin farr october 29 1880 ogden

fred july 29 1884 ogden

homer erastus august 12 1886 ogden

ida july 6 1888 ogden

don oealoneal october 13 1891 ogden

andrea january 18 1894 redburgrexburg

frank cannon june 9 1896 redburgrexburg

from ben E and diana farr rich family directory and family
history tour book compiled by mrs william M palmer salt lake city
utah 1975

150
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appendix G

wives of benjamin erastus rich

name

diana farr

date of marriage

december 27 1877

other information

ceremony performed
by erastus snow in
endowment househousa
salt lake city

rose osmond

andrea jensen

september 12 1885

december 13 1888

he had promised his
father that he would
enter into plural
marriage

1898

alice caroline mclauchanmclaughanMcLau octoberchan 4 1899 one adopted boy
francis

from ben E and diana farr rich family history tour book and
personal interview with mrs william M palmer august 6 1975
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a

marr

a

sepa-
rated 1888 no
children

andrea died of dip
theria shortly
after buried in
ogden cemetarycometary

laura bowering date unknown but
just before call to
southern states
mission
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APPENDIX H ben E rich family dates and movements

REXBURQ jan 1898

fred homer don
remain for school

sell home may

1899 chattanooga
jan with andrea frank

and ida
1900

brings six children
fall

1901

don andrea ida
remain in utah for
school

may
1902

early fall after school
starts

1903

SALT LAKE CITY
oct conference rl
older children

remain for school
1904

cincinnattiCINCIN
april

NATTI
1903

ATLANTA

i october 1903

late summer

januarycm 1905
3

march

centervilleCENT rERVILLE

r august

december home complete

1906

1907

1908 january
by march
at latest t

jgenerally in centervi-lleCent

NEW

ervi-lle

YORK

pfember

KEY travels of diana farr rich
probable travels of diana farr rich
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THE SOUTHERN STATES MISSION AND THE administration OF BEN E RICH

189819081898 INCLUDING1908 A statistical STUDY OF CHURCH GROWTH

IN THE southeastern UNITED STATES DURING

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY
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master of arts degree april 1976

ABSTRACT

although the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
sent numerous missionaries to labor in the souchsouth prior to the civil
war a formal mission organization did not exist until the establish-
ment of the southern states mission of the church in 1875 at shady
grove tennessee this thesis details the significant events in the
mission during the eventful years of the ben E rich administration
1898 to 1908 following his courageous example hundreds of mission-
aries taught the message of the restored gospel to the people of the
south during a renewed period of persecution and hatred as the
acceptance of utah on a par with her sister states was tested by the
roberts trial and the smoot hearings in addition to his role as
mission president ben E rich played a significant part in winning
the friendship and support of theodore roosevelt during the smoot
hearings

this study also outlines the history of the mission and
the growth of the southern church membership following the rich
administration until 1970
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