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saltsait lakedake tribune julyJV 898 1962

helen spencer young williams the beehive house A
monument to the past h improvementimgvemer era 65 no I11 january
1962 p 54

attempattempt ted

CHAPTER I1

introduction

the beehive house restored in 1961 is more than a

monument to brigham young it is a monument to the mormon people

and one of the best developments of its kind in america

it has been said that

the beehive house is evidence that those who
came here one hundred years ago were people of great
inner fineness with deep spiritual purpose as they es-
tablished their homes here in the valleys of the mou-
ntains the beehive house stands as a monument to their
memory

the restoration has been lauded in various magazines and

news media but no one has attempted to present a more comprehe-

nsive study of the building and the efforts that went into its
restoration

statement of the problem

nethe purpose of this study is to examine the design

restoration and furnishings of the beehive house to determine

the degree to which the home was accurately restored and to

learn more about the key furnishings within the home

1 ljosephjoseph patterson salt lake museum wins highest praise
sjljltssilshi0

is
9reat

spiritual

2

magazines

illie
the
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answers to the following questions willwili formfor the basis

of the thesis

1 what was the historical background of the beehive house

to the time ofot its restoration
2 to what extent is the structural restoration authenticauthent3

to the time of brighamBrig youngitamliamilam

3 what items were originally found in the beehive house

4 ibth what extent are the furnishings appropriate to the

beehive house

material relevant to the answering of these questions will

be found in

CHAPTER II11 history of the beehive house

CHAPTER III111ili structural restoration
CHAPTER IV furnishings of the beehive house

the remainder of the thesis will deal with

CHAPTER V conclusion

appendixes

BI bliographybibliography

significance

A study of the beehive house is a study of the artistic
history of a people in relation to the interior design and decora-

tion of the period much of this history has been lost because

the persons responsible for making it have passed on the restora-

tion of the beehive house gives the student an opportunity to

recapture this history and to view more completely the victorian

legacy of design as it was interpreted by the mormon pioneers

between the years of 1854 and 1877

w illlii m

the C

th esis
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nificance

history
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res ea rchachresearch prograpiproqjariProg

limited

rabirapi

published material about the beehive house was

available prior to its restoration most of the current in-

formation had been gleaned by the restoration committee through

extensive research however much of this information was not

published it remained in the minds of those persons responsible

for the restoration

the most important sources of information for the thesis

consist of personal interviews with george cannon young chair-

man of the committee after the death of don carlos young and

gwen young wilcox antiquarian and researcher for the beehive

house information supplied by these persons related more fully

the extent of the restoration and the authenticity and appro-

priateness of the furnishings

historical backgroundctarcasnq

when the mormon people were driven from nauvoo and later
missouri they were able to take with them only those possessions

that could be placed in a wagon these possessions included some

of the artistic treasures of the family many times these valued

possessions were 16st during the journey or had to be left behind

after six years of toil in the valley carrying out

countless activities vital to life there was finally time to

think about more than a log or adobe hutbut people began to ven-

ture outside the walls of the fort which had been built as a pro-

tection from the indians and they began to expand their archi-

tecture

formationhad

ba

possess dur ng

after

hadbeen

tec ture

0.0
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it was at this time that brigham young governor of the

territory of utah as well as president of the mormon church

decided to build a home which would serve as the governors ma-

nsion in collaboration with his brother in law truman 0 angell

he conceived and withwitbwibb the help and talent of his people built
the beehive houseflouse

s

as

hi s



CHAPTER II11

HISTORY OF VETHE BEEHIVE HOUSE

the great salt lake valley was desolate when the first
company of mormon pioneers viewed it in 1847 and although time and

work did much to improve conditions building material was still
scarce timber and stone could be found in the mountains but it
was difficult to bring it down into the valley

buildingBuild materialinginq

there was an abundance of one substance which was easily

obtainable soil therefore many colonists turned to the use of

mudroudmoud and straw molded into bricks the final result was known as

adobe it was not without its drawbacks but with proper mixing and

maintenance it proved itself by far outlasting the log cabin

brighamBrig youngharmharohamm had said there is not marble in the mountains

or stone of any kind or quality that I1 would rather have a building

made of than adobesacobes As for the durability of such a building
q

the longer it stands the better it becomes it was not unusual

therefore that brigham young built the beehive house out of adobe

planning

the beehive house was planned by brigham young to serve as

his official residence

georgius3georgius Y cannon the beehive house of brigham young

i41158 vol 40 december 1961 p 32

5

113

museum news
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aqtq april 14
1934 p 4

bid

cgeorge6george

6

As second president of the church of jesus christchrisi
of latter day saints and first governor of the territory
he needed a house large enough to receive and confer
with church officials state and federal dignitaries

above all it was to be a home for his wife and
children who wereworewece to reside there

about 1853 contractscontratcontrad were let for an official residence

a church office and a private residence to be built on what is now

south temple the residence which was to become the beehive

house was designed by truman 0 angell with suggestions for its
planning from brigham young

nsjfcxtn
the walls of the home were made of adobe laid three feet

thick over hewn stone probably sandstone 8 the main upper walls

were also adobe bonded every two feet in height with two inch slats
of native pine the exterior of the building when completed was

stuccoed and calcimined in a pale yellow

brigham young was a carpenter painter and glazierglacier during

his younger days and he was familiar with the buildings of his

native vermont as well as the greek revival style which had begun

to move west the beehive house is therefore closely related to

the new england homes it has a wide squarecolumnedsquare porchcolumned across

williams op02 citcac1 9016 p 21

american5american guide series utah A guide to the state new
york hastings house 1959 p 183

george cannon young personal interview novembernovember3novembers 3 1966
salt lake city utah

american7american guide series ogpitOg

LDS

pit
church historical archives new england colonial

building built in middle fifties his

4

st resi

5

6

construction

7

9

stuccoed

b egunagun

ci t
8lds E

journal histo arxrx
410

dds

sitognit

olds



mtehienye beehive househogshous e saltsal lake city utah p 2

porcporchborc
the original beehive house had two stories an attic and

cupola surmounted by a beehive in front and one and one half stories

in the rear it originally had but a singlestoriedsingle porchstoried see

fig 1 p 96 which is shown in an early photograph taken from

the old salt lake theatre the secondstorysecond additionstory was thought

to have been added during the time of john W young but according

to pictures shown in the beehive house a picture pamphlet sold

within the building the porch was continued to the second story
12some time during the 1860 while brighamBrig younghamoharohamm was still alive 4

an enlarged segment of another photograph of the beehive

house and grounds one of the few showingshelving the home from the backback

see figpig 3 page 97 also gives evidence indicating the completion

of the porch during the time of brigham youngyourg the lefthandleft cornerhand

of the twostorytwo sectionstory of the building if examined closelyclosoly

reveals a column of the porch extending to the cornice on the

second floor thene date of the picture is unknown but the ex-

istence of the gardo house still under construction the scaffolding

american guide series 0 j- j P 183

HLDS church historical archives ogOP citobitocit
12the bechive

coasdoas taltai

saitsai

clocio selysolyseiy

ap2p

the front and a square cupola above the third floor which definite-

ly belongs to the new england coastal genre called a widowwidowlswidowly

watch an elevated area where anxious eyes watched the sea for

the return of the fishing vessels in fact the beehive house

located out west in utah is stated to be one of the finest ex-

amples of new england colonial architecture in the country today

7

1an
10

h

had

halfstories

11

timeduring the1860s
ano

1oamerican cit

t 20

Wi dowls

1ran
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waidwald

the estate was surrounded by a ninefootnine cobblestonefoot wall

with gates at regular intervals thisibis4 wall was built for three

purposes 1 as a protection

bulbuil1 t

astlstl seeneen around the building and the fact that the rear

portion of the beehive house is still as brigham young builtbulit it
would place the photograph around 1877 before the time that john

I1 0

8

can still be

W young took over the home

ahejhe Es tate

the eagle gate which was designed by truman angell and

carved by ralph ramsey 14 was the main entrance to the brighambeigBrigbelg younghamoharohamm

0

estate which included a carpenter shop pigeon house shoeshop

blacksmith shop barns corrals gardens a schoolhouse and an

uppertipper garden which was guarded by a live bald eagle a persuasive

factor for keeping the childrenildrenlidrencb out of the fruit see fig 2

p 96

ahejhe

against the rushing waters of city

creek during flood season 2 as a work project so that those who

were unemployed would have a means of earning a livelihood and

3 as a safeguard against unfriendly indians

in 1878 the year after brigham youngyoungs death the wall in

front of the beehive house was pulled down to make way for an iron

13brighamlbiibiiblabi13 youngBrighamigharo died in august of 1877 and the gardocardo house
was not entirely finished at the time of his death it was not u-
ntil 1888 that the beehive house was purchased by john W young and
extensive changes made
clarissa young spencer and mable harmer one who was valiant
caldwell idaho caxton printers ltd 1940 pp 206 278

ibid p 22

11 s dbuild n an

around1877
13

the estate

school housebouse

persuasive

thefruit

the wallwailwaii

thosewho

caldwellweil 19497pp
14

persuasi

ibid
caid
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9

ornamental fence see fig 4 p 97

in 19391930 property of the beehive house as well as the

eagle gate was threatened by a proposed widening of state street
people expressed their feelings that nothing should be done to

alter these historical edifacesedificesedi protestsfaces were filed by the young

mensmes and young womens mutual improvement association by J

reuben clarkdark jr and david 0 mckay and a protest was also

promised from the executive and advisory boards of the salt lake
i scouncil of women

thesenesewese protests were evidently effective for it was not

until 1960 that suchsucic an issue arose again the issue was solved

when a construction truck lost control and ran into one of the piers

supporting the eagle gate necessitating its rebuilding As long

as the gate had to be rebuilt it was thought that the street
might as well be widened

although the grounds of the beehive house were drastically

altered with this move attempts were made to preserve those items

of historical importance

the cobblestonecobble wallstone one of the first work projects in

utah was moved twentythreetwenty feetthree west of the original site A

steel and concrete cradle was constructed around the wall so it
i jcould be lifted by a crane two old pines that had been on the

LDS church historical archives gate change fight
spreads jpurna1 his toljtoyj january 26 1939 p 5

LD church historical archives letter to city board
pleads for saving of monument journal history january 27 1939
p 3

malin foster at beehive house wall plants move in
street project salt lake tribune january 7 1961

threatenedby

expressedcressed

mckayfv15

wasnot

un t 11

wereerece e

17

journal hist2history 2

16lds
ofmonument 19392

pe ae3e

17malin

threatenedby

I 5lds

kasnot

olds



18ldsledsdods churchhistorical
onaljournal february 25 1892

LDSLODS church historical archives beehive house soldledsdods

occbocc ants315 of the beehive house

theilie beehive house was occupied by mary ann angell young and

hertierlierller children untiluntl1until 1860 when her health began to fail brighamBrigbeigbelg

young

hanmharohamn

built herber a smaller home east of the beehive house and his

first wife in polygamy lucy decker young then occupied the home

after the death of brigham young lucy decker young remain-

ed in the beehive house until she was no longer able to take care

of it in 1888 she sold the home to john W young-

john W young lived in the home until 1892 when due to a

previous judgementjud whichgement hadbad remained unsatisfied albert john and

thomas A holt sued mr young and requested that as much of the
1 8property as was necessary be sold to satisfy their claims

the beehive house along with a considerable amount of

other property was sold at a public auction on january 30 1893

1019in zionsfront

savings

of

bank

the

&

county

trust

courthouse

company

to

was

satisfy

the

claims

purchaser

after this time the wellknownwell mansionknown was occupied by

several prominentprominebromine families in 1898 the owners of the home again

met with financial difficulties and the home was bought under a

lods church historical archives an unsatisfied
judgementJudgement historvhistory

10

estate since the time of brigham young were transferred to the rear

of the house and the lilac bushes planted by lucy decker young in

1861 were moved toward the front of the house A onehundredone foothundred

portion of the wall was shifted to an eastwesteast alignmentwest at the

rear of the house

sse315seeSSE 0 J 0 eelve ous e

journal his torztory january 20 1893

3

wh en

18

puhaserrchaserschaserrc

nt

25t 18920

19lods soldt
hist

Historv

19dds

ars belve



structuretructure

after john W young purchased the beehive house in 1888

some major changes were made the roof of the one and onehalfone

story

half
wing was torn off the walls pushed out and a threestorythree

20lds

story

church historical archives sale of beehive

11

ornors
foreclosure of mortgage sale for 40000 there were two bidders

george M cannon and judge arnold mr cannon who was a cashiercashler

at zion savings bank made the highest bid he then called the

first presidency of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
and informed them of his bid and the fact that the previous owner

hadbad six months to redeem the house

purchasedss038Ss lylt1hi038 e rcjl

evidently the previous owner decided against redeeming the

property and the beehive ilousehouselouseI was purchased by the latter day saint
church to serve as the official residence for the presidents of the

church it was occupied by lorenolorenzo snow from 1898 to 1901 and

joseph F smith from 1901 to 1918 both presidents died there

the beehive house then stood unoccupied until april 3 1920

when it was turned over to the general board of the young ladies

mutual improvement association they were to establish a home for

working girls of modest means who could not find suitable housing

the beehive house was to be remodeled and refurnished until a larger

and more permanent house could be built

changes in the S

journal historyhxstory april 3 1920
p 4

20

zions

by the churchecilecly

beehivehouse unoccup3 ed

21

suitablebousingle

0cha es

journal hishistoyzHistotoryZ december 20 1898

ILDS21lds church historical archives beehive house made
available for working girls hist 1920v

0 40

truc ture

story

gilds

cas
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addition built in place of it the paintedepaintedrepainted marble squares in the

front hallway were covered with wood paneling the spiral stair-
case which had led to the upperfloorupper dryingfloor rooms was removed

and an oak staircase with a square landing carved railingsfailingsrai andlings

newel posts with beautiful lamps see figpig 11lly119liy p 9.999 was in
22stalled on the west side of the hall

A roof was added to the originally open porch the lady

franklin stoves that had been throughout the house were taken out

the mantels simply carved wood painted to match the woodwork were

replaced with stone fireplaces and ornate mantels with mirrors

positioned above them gaslightedgas chandelierslighted replaced hanging

coaloilcoal lampslampoil steamheatsteam radiatorsheat were added and hardwood

covered the old pine flooring 23

the woodwork which had been grained to simulate oak or

birdseye maple was regrainedgrainedretrainedre to resemble walnut the dining room

north of the sitting and sewing room was extensively remodeled

the sixteenfootsixteen ceilingsfoot were lowered thene doorways were widened

and heightened and sliding doors replaced the hinged doors that

were of colonial design smallpanedsmall windowspaned the only size of

glass that could be shipped into the valley in one piece during early

days were replaced with large panes ofoil glass and the green shutters

were removed from the exterior of the building

fewpew radical changes were made when the beehive houseilousealouse was

turned over to the young ladies mutual improvement association the

beehive house restoration vol 1 195919611959
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large front drawing room and the ackback drawing room were retained

all other available space was used for sleeping quarters with par-

titions dividing space in the larger rooms so they could accommodate

more girls even the large sleeping porch at the rear of the build-

ing was utilized electric lighting fixtures were installed new

passageways were created new paint applied to the walls and window
f C

boxes with fresh green plants were added behind each window J

the house was to accommodate thirty girls after its renova
Ation and was formally opened on october 1 1920 during the time

the beehive house was under the direction of the young ladies mutual

improvement association it accommodated hundreds of young women

it also served as a social center for girls who did not live there

becomes a landmark

in 1935 the utah pioneer trails and landmarks association

felt that not only the beehive house but alsoaiso the lion house and

brigham youngyoungs office were of sufficient historical importance to

have a marker placed in front of each building on june 9 1935

george albert smith who was a member of the council of the twelve

and president of the utah pioneer tralistrails and landmarks association

gave the word to unveil the three markers plaque number 50 was

placed on the beehive house 27

an article in the deseret news telling about the historical

25lbid25ibido

LDS26lddds churchS historical archives beehive house is now

YLMIA girsgirls home journal histajjlistgr october 1 1920 p 5

LDS church historical archives marker set on three
historic spots at once journal hinojhitoj june 10 1935 p 6

b wereretained

ligbtingfixtures
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plaques recapitulated the previous honor placed upon the building

by the historic american buildings survey in 1934 the article
stated

the bee hive sicasic3 and lion houses had been
chosen by the U S government as types of ofarchitecturearchitecture
with sufficient historical interest to merit preserva-
tion forever to this end each of the buildings had
been carefully surveyed and measured and the records of
each preserved in the library of congress so that
should either of them be destroyed they could be re-
created in minute detail this honor has been
conferred upon but threethred buildings in the united
states 28

the plaque which had been placed on the beehive house as

a result of the earlier surveyurvey read

department of the interior
washington D C

this is to certify that the historic building known
as the bee hive house sic in the county of salt
lake and the state of utah has been selected by the
advisoryadvisor committee of the historic american building
surveyirveySi as tionaldionalpossessing exceptional historic or archi-
tectural interest and as being worthy of most careful
preservation for the benefit of future generations and
that to this end a record of its present appearance
and condition has been made and deposited for permanent
reference in the library of congress

attest signed
A leicester hyde harold L ickes 0secretary of interior29

restoration announced

on january 10 1959 the young women mutual improvement

association was informed that after january 31 the beehive house

281bid28lbd

kate B cartecarter ed heart throbs of the weswest t salt
lake city daughters of the utah pioneers 1959 vol 3 ppap 404140 41

b in

s

t at

16 ateetteey commlcomal

interest

interior29

v

r

tec tural

0



I1

dds301 DS church historical archives famed beehive house
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would no longer serve as a residence for young women and that the

house must be vacated by february 1 to be used for other purposes 3

in july of 1959 the presiding bishopric joseph L wirthlin

thorpeworpe B isaacson and carl W buehner with the authorization of

president david 0 mckay and his counselors decided to restore the

beehive house as it was between 1854 and 1877 when brigham young

lived there 31

on august 8 1959 it was announced to the public that the

beehive house would be restored as far as possible to its original

state and that previous alterations to the building would be re-

tained as far as they were appropriate 32

the committee called upon to undertake the task of restora-

tion consisted of

don carlos young AIA chairman deceased

george cannon young fellow A 1I A supervising architect
georgius young cannoncannonycangony A I1 D and A I1 A supervising

architect in charge of construction and interior decoration

helen young spencer williams secretary deceased

gwen young wilcox antiquarian and researcher 33

LDS
journal history january 10 1959 p 5

helen young spencer williams history turnstarns back its
pages relief society magagxne vol 47 salt lake city july
august 1960960 ppap 5115125115120511

3lds32ld
512

church historical archives periodicals index
august 8 1959 ppap 1 6

williamsWlliams op cit
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angellartgellarngell and brigham young was let in 1853 it was constructed

withith adobe and patterned after the new england colonial archi-

tecture of brighamBrig youngyoungsharmharohamm time it originally had a singlestoriedsingle

porch

storied

but the porch was extended to the second story sometime

between 1860 and 1877

the beehive house was occupied by mary ann angell young

until 1860 and by lucy decker young until after brigham youngs

death it was bought by a son john W young in 1888 and was

occupied by him until 1892 when the house and other property was

sold to satisfy claims several prominent families lived in the

home after this time until 1898 when it was purchased by the

church of jesus christ of latter day saints to act as the residence

of the church president it was used in this capacity until 1918

and then stood vacant until it was turned over to the young womens

mutual improvement association as a home for working girls of

modest means the mutual improvement association had charge of

the building from 1920 to 1959 when they were notifiednotilied to vacate

the building as it was to be used for other purposes in july of

1959 the plan for restoring the building was announced

three major changes have altered the beehive house or its
grounds the most extensive remodelingsmodelingsre were made when the home

was purchased by john W young in 1888 other minorminotminok alterations
were made by the mutual improvement association in 1920 and in

196019611960 the1961 grounds were altered when state street was widened

16

summary

the beehive house was to serve as the official residence of

brigham young the contract for the home designed by truman 0

toserve off ic iallallai
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and the cobblestonecobble wallstone was moved in twentythree feet and the

shrubberies relocated and planted

the beehive house was honored by the historic american

buildingsildingsbildings survey in 1934 and the utah pioneer trails and land-

marks association in 193519350

the persons chosen to restore the building in 1959 were

don carlos young

george cannon young

georgius young cannon

helen young spencer williams
gwen young wilcox

twenty three

buildings
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CHAPTER III111ililii
structuralSTRUCI restorationURAL

one of the keys to restoring the beehive house were

manuscripts written by clarissa young spencer a daughter of

lucy decker and brigham young who had lived in the home from 1860

to 1888 she described much of the architecture of the house its
furnishings gardens and grounds in addition the committee

found some of the original plans for the beehive house stored in

the church historical library the manuscripts and plans formed

the basis of research

extent of restoration

the beehive house originally contained fourteen rooms

now therthere are twenty seven as it has been added to and altera-
tions made since the death of brigham young there are nine rooms

two large hallsballshalishailswaliswails two baths housekeeping rooms and a service hall
on the mainmaln floor eleven rooms and two large halls on the second

floor and seven rooms a service hallbalibail and bath on the third floor

in addition there are storage rooms closets a service entrance
0 C

and a cellar in all twentyonetwenty ofone these rooms and three hall-
ways have been restored these include the original fourteen

letter from george cannon young february 24 1967

beehive house restoration vol 2 195919611959
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titetineilie committee started extensive research to determine the

at2t
1966y

19

rooms which consist of

first floor
brigham youngyoungs bedroomsittingbedroom roomsitting
family sitting room

sewing room

wifes bedroom

bathroom

buttery

second floor
long hall

daughters bedroom pink

daughter bedroom blue

fairy castle

first floor at rear

kitchankitchpn

pantry

mensmes dining room

family store 36

the other rooms have been restored to meet the times and conditions
Q

of the brigham young period or a period of time after his death

features and dimensions of the original structure thisnismismls was diffi-
cult because of the expansive remodeling done by john W young 38

george ccannon I1young363eorge363 ogeorge ct
37personal37 interviewpersonal with gwenoven young wilcox december 2

1966 salt lake city utah
op38personal interview with george cannon young january 23

1967 salt lake city utah

daugh ters

37

38personal in terview 232
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this fact along with numerous calls from people who were afraid

that history was going to be destroyed instead of preserved alter-
ed plans for restoration 39 some features of the home that had

been added such as the rear sleeping porch were destroyed but

for the most part the committee utilized the existing space thenetha

spatial design of the interior necessarily had to be altered in

some instances 40

the rear portion of the building starting from the recep e

tion hall back see fig 21 p 102 and fig 22 p 103 does

not reveal the floor plan as it was during brigham youngyoungs time

thene committee knew that certain rooms existed in the cearrearear portion

so the space was utilized in the best way possible to show these
42various rooms

it is thought that possibly the thicker portions of the

walls especially noticeable in the basement foundations indicated

the dimensions of the original building however as research was

not continued this could not be substantiated 43

iij10wallwaiiwail

the

colors

original wall colors as described by clarissa Y

spencer were authenticated as layers of paint and paper were

scraped off the walls

wilcox og ctsllt
young40young40 ecijEcop iJ january 23 1967

ibid wilcox C ci
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dicateddilated the location of the original risers and stringers the

staircase that had been built by john W young see fig 11 p 99

was removed and the spiral staircase was reconstructed fromfromm truman

0 angellsangelas drawings 45 see figs 13 and 14 p 99 and fig 25

p 106log

clarissas room

clarissa spencer had also mentioned her bedroom which was

immediately above her fatherfathers and stated that the room was sixteen

feet square thene ceiling height was lower than this and the com-

mittee assumed it had been an error on the part of her memory how-

ever when the workmenworkmon were attempting to make connections for

electricity they discovered that the ceiling had been lowered

during one of the previous remodel ings when the ceiling was re-

moved the room was just as clarissa had remembered it

doorbell

the doorbell which had served during the time of brigham

beehive house restoration vol 2 195919611959

personal

1961

interview with george cannon young november 3
1966 salt lakelakdakedak city utahutahs

itteeattee

brabr3 ghamaham

45beehive45

21

evidence of openings

because of the remodeling that the beehive houseriouseelouse had under-

gone it was necessary to remove all the old plaster As the ori-

ginal adobe masonry of the outside walls was uncoverednc evidenceovered

could be seen designating the early partitions doorways and the

spiral staircase that was mentioned in ciarissaclarissaclarissas manuscript

see figpig 772 p 98 figpig 12 p 99 round pegs in the wall in

or 3

u

99t

pe loge1060
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young was also discovered when the false ceilings were removedrem

even

ovedeovedo

the wire which led from the front door to the bell was still
intact 47 see fig 6 p 98

ionhaljl
john W young had paneled the front hall covering the

marbeliedmarbelizedbeliedmar walls of brigham youngyoungs time this paneling along

with the carved archway he had placed in the front hall was re-

moved and placed in the rear reception hall

entrance jor
the front entrance door on south templetempie had been moved to

the backbark section of the building to serve as the east entrance door

on state street 4 it was restored to its original position along

with the small panes of glass that were contemporary with the time

of brigham young

flefalsefaise gralnin2grajnjng

the walls of the main entrance on the first second and

third floors were painted to simulate a tan tennessee marble

even the molding as one moves up the stairway is painted

pine was the only plentiful wood in the salt lake area

so all the woodwork in the beehive house was constructed with

pine it was then painted and grained to simulate either oak or

birdseyerdseye maple

in restoring the home brigham youngyoungs sitting room was

47williams47 op22williams cit ppe 22

young ogjcjt november 3 1966

ibid

in tac t 69 PO 980

front hallhailhali
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balluhailustors

staspa ined

derdetnolished

50beehive50beehive house restoration op cit

graagra3

5lnoalno
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grained like oak as were the china closet bathroom entrance

hall upper hall stairway and hall to the third floor ballustors

northeast sewing room and dining room the northwest bedroom on

the first and second floor as well as the southwest bedroom was

grained to simulate birdseye m aple the handrail of the stair-
way was the main deviation in color and it was stained a dark

mahogany red

even the marble in back of the stoves is not really marble

but plaster painted and grained to look like marble c

destruction of alterations
when the beehive house was a home for working girls and

under the direction of the young ladies mutual improvement associa-

tion many of the larger spaces were partitioned off to utilize all
available living space thetlle partitions along with some changes

made by john W young had to be demolisheddetnolish

vol 2

no statement could be found as to who was responsibleponsiblesponsible for
the early graining of the marble and woods in the beehive house
but evidence would lead one to believe that the work could be
attributed to william VT morris an immigrant from wales who came
to utah in 1852 he was knownknoxvnknoxon for hisbis skill as a house decorator
A shh3journal history article stated that

heithe was acknowledged everwhereeverywhereever sicwhere to be a work-
man of great ability in some particulars especially
in the imitation of woods and marbles it would be dif-
ficult to imagine how he could be surpassed 11

june 19 1878

mr morris is recorded as having done art work in the bee-
hive and lion houses for brigham young and inasmuchinas aasmch he was
known for his ability as an ornamental grainer and painter it is
possible that he painted the marbles and woods in the beehive house
levi edgar young JJHS cjeit anewjnew york charles

scribners sons 1924 p 364
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the design for the two mantels in the long hall were
qq53found in the drawings of truman 0 angell and reconstructed

doors

large double doors which had been installed during the time

of john W young were replaced throughout with the single doors

authentic to brigham youngyoungs time those doors which were not

replaced were repaired 3

jjiselsfijiss
all the floors in the beehive house had been covered with

hardwood with the exception of those rooms whose floors were to

be covered wall to wall the floors were rebuilt with lengths of

four six and eight inch knotty pine and fastened down with square

beehive house restoration ogjgOg voljg 2

ibid ibid

inethe
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theinne removalremovdemov ofal the partitions dividing the west part of

the front lower floor led to the restoration of brighamBrig youngyouhglsliamllamilam

bedroomsittingbedroom roomsitting the mothers room the passageway to the

lion house the bathroom and the buttery

destruction of the partitions in the large eastcast room re-

vealed the parlor and sewing room the long hall was even dis-

guised with its room divisions and lowered ceilingsceiling after the

removal of these camouflaging structures a room with an arched

ceiling and the dimensions of fifty feet long eighteen feet wide

and sixteen feet high was revealed 52 see figpig 8 and 9 p 98

mantels

V

54

pine floor
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nails the new board flooring was placed in the following rooms

first floor

southwest bedroom

northwest bedroom

sewing room

bathroom

closet off hall
family store

long back hall
pantry

kitchen

mensmetsmers dining room

closet off mensmes dining room

back entry

second floor
sou thwestawes t bedroom

northwest bedroom

west bedroom

four rooms at the north end of house

x yj01 9315.9315
i

inasmuch as the beehive house was over one hundred years

old extensive repairs were necessary inside and out A new flag-

stone terrace and walk using old flagstonesflag wasstones reconstructed

around the building theilietlle hanging gutters and downspouts were re-

placed all exterior wood cornice was repaired or replaced A

ibid

in

ng

K1 tch en

southwest

55

exterior repairs
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wereberebera are indications that could
attribute the work to ralph ramsey the craftsman who carved the
eagleragleeagie gate and the beehives on top of the beehive house

wockwork

bealgeal

26

new wood ceiling was put on the secondstorysecond openstory porch some of

the adobes had to be replaced with new masonry the exterior wood

worwoc was repainted the stucco scraped patched and repaired

roofs and decks were reshingledshingledre two chimneyscbimneys rebuilt and the ex
nainaa

teriorgerior shutters and hardware duplicated

jlbterli or 5eal S

of course inside the old plaster was removed and new

took its place the floors were refinished and sanded all the

ceilings and woodwork were refinished new divided window sashes

were placed on the first and second floors othersothers were given ex-

tensive repairrepairs false ceilings were removed the rear sleeping

porch was demolished and old floor beams werowereweceweco repaired and

braced 57 see fig 5 p 98

lsjsdlss

the window and door casings in many of the rooms are elaborat-

ed with a simple leaf or ivy design see fig 27 and 28 p 109logloge

it is not known whether this was done during the time of brigham

young or his son john W young because of the doubt as to whether

the carving was original to the home and because of the uniformity

of the design throughout the house indicating it was done at the

same time the carved casings were left 5

JM jis1
wilcox opppegpoapo citcitocite

again no evidence could be found to verify when the
carving was done or by whomwhonn

56

interior emilesemilrs

51 980
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ss0 131
because the restoration committee wished to keep the bee-

hive house as authentic as possible yet keep it comfortable for

those working and visiting there copper radiant heatingbeating was con-

cealed in the brigham young portion of the house see fig ap9y9p

p 98 since steam heating was contemporary with john W young

radiators have been left in the portion of the home restored to

his time new supply and return pipes with an automatic control

have been added to the old radiators however 59

the lighting is very natural in appearance all chandeliers

and wall lights have been electrified and room illumination comes

from them wheneverWb theenever combination of electric and natural light
was not sufficient it was supplemented with indirect lighting

mounted above the doors or cornice moldingsfoldingsmol seedings pigfig 23 p 104

after the interior spatial divisions had been restored to

their original concepts or altered to fit the conditions of the
T

times whether they werewece john W youngyoungs or brigham youngyoungs the

house was ready to be furnished

summary

the keys to restoring the interior spatial concepts of the

beehive house were manuscripts written by clarissa young spencer

a daughter of brigham youngyoungs who lived in the house from 1860 to

1888 and some of the original plans drawn by the architect truman

0 angell that were found in the church historical library

beehive59beehive59 house restoration of cit volvoi 2
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theilictlle beehive house originally contained fourteen rooms

all of these have been restored some rooms not authentic to the

home as originally built have been restored to show conditions of

the times or a period of time after brigham youngs death these

include the boyst bedrooms the playroom the schoolroom the 1880

bedroom the 1888 sitting room the gardo room and the formal

dining room

theme front portion of the home first and second floors

has been remodeled as nearly as possible like the original the

room sizes and locations were determined by structural evidence

found when the wallswaliswails were stripped to the masonry construction

the rear portion of the building that expanded by john W

young is not authentic to the spatial design of brigham young

time research hadbad been started to determine the original dimen-

sions of the building but was discontinued because of pressure

from the public who felt that history was being destroyed instead

of restored when necessary the spatial design was altered to fit
the rooms that were of brigham youngyoungs time

heating in the brigham young portion of the home was con-

cealed steam heatbeat contemporary to the time of john W young

was retained in that portion of the home restored to his time

the lighting comes from the fixtures whenever it was

inadequate indirect lighting mounted above the cornicescornickscor wasnices

placed for the most part directly above the viewers vantage point

so that it was as inconspicuous as possible

paint colors and graining were found when the paint and

papers were removed layer by layer until the original surface was

reached

youngs
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extensive repair work was done inside and out to make the

building structurally sound and safe

f
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CHAPTER IV

furnishings OF THE BEEHIVE housego

furniture furnishings and decorative items located by

gwenowenomen wilcox for the restoration of the beehive house numbered in

the thousands it would be outside the scope of this treslthesistbesl to

document the numerous items in each room therefore key pieces

representative of the period and the search for furnishings have

been described for each room charts see appendix A enumerat-

ing those items discussed will give the reader an opportunity to

compare known information about each rticlearticlearticiearticle appendix B furni-

ture and furnishingsFurnis originalbings to the beehive house lists all items

original to the home whether or not they are discussed in the body

of the thesis

the brigham young portion of the home is mostly decorated

with early victorian pieces either shipped in or handband crafted

by craftsmen in the valleyvailey john W young favored the late vic

torian furniture

all information about rooms or their furnishings was
acquired from gwenowen young wilcox unless otherwise indicated

the victorian designers adapted styles of the past in-
cluding gothic louis XV louis XVI jacobean renaissance and
oriental
sherrill whitonwhiten elemenelements ts of in tenor D esi cn and decoration
chicago JB lippincott company 1960 ppe 328329328

wilcox

329

ogjjb
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the

theethebcommitteeommittee felt they might have been during the

particular period of time

some of the furnishings for the beehive housemouse came from

the second family lucy deckerbecker young and a few from thetho rest

but most of the furnishings were preserved by mrs wilcox see

it had to be donedondong

31

in some cases description was available alingtellinglling what type

of furniture was contained within a particular room when such

description was available the committee tried to utilize it in

the most effective way possible where descriptionredescription was not avail-

able research to determine the decoration of a typical room during

the early or late victorian period was utilized and the rooms were

decorated as the

p 121 and by virginia blair of logan a

great granddaughter of brigham young

for the most part it is not known which room belonged to

what person however it is known that there were nine members in

the family including lucy decker and brigham young 63 and that the

rooms would have to be used to advantage to take care of these

people

first floor restorations

the Mothermother6mothertmothersmotherylothert bedroom

the first room to be examined is the mothellmothersmotherl see fig
27 and 28 p 109 in this case lucy decker young the bed-

room set which consists of a dresser and bed was made from a

twisted cedar wood and belonged to ezra taft benson the grand

spencer and harmer op22 citci p 37
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I1theme more elaborate victorian sets were shipped in from the east

and were made of rosewood or mahogany

thene bedroom set came from brigham city and it is assumed

that it was made there however a story that is attached to the

set states that it was being worked on upon a bannered float during

one of the july parades

A picture of lucy decker young hangs on the west wall

A little round snakefootsnake tablefoot next to the rocker made

by brigham young at his carpentry factory in mendon was acquired

from one of the family members 64

the mothers room is typically victorian with an ingrain

carpet 65 on the wall above the fireplace which is grained to

simulate birdseye maple is a sampler made in nauvoo in 1841 and

brought out west theyetherenerewere is also a hair wreath in the room several

of these intricate pictures are found throughout the house taking

various colors of hair and using it to form flowers and leavesleave was

a hobby of the times this particular wreath was made from the

hair of brigham youngyoungs wives and their children

the early victorian commode or washstand has wooden

drawer pulls in a simplified leaf and fruit motif a common design

64brigham64 youngBrigham was an expert carpenter and glazierglazie at
the age of about fourteen he apprenticed himself to hitchcock of
the hitchcock chairs and he learned his trade with him
wilcoxWilc op0.0oxyoxi cit

A flatwovenflat carpetwoven with a jacguardjacquardJac designguard usually
reversible whiton OE catcit P

graigralP ned

waveswives

typcyp icaclly ingrinari ainaln
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father of the present ezra taft benson it shows definite utah

influence because of the type of wood and the simplicity of design
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leaiea

oriocl ginalnai

carrcarc

oundaund

empiresempire66 influence in all probability it was an early piece

that came out of nauvoo and was carried to utah with the pioneers

on the desk is a marble paper weight which has an amusing

message on it thisflthis belongs to brigham young

33

element of victorian times thene carved leaf design visible around

the window casing is representative of the carving found around the

casingsqsingsusings in many of the other rooms

xtlajfonls u
e

during victorian times as soon as the bed was made it was

perfectly proper to invite people into the room so the bedroom

often became a sitting room as well nearly everything in brigham

youngyoungs bedroomsittingbedroom roomsitting see figpig 32 p HO which is
located in the southwest portion of the house is original to the

home

gwen wilcox stated that the octagonal table in the roomroo
was undoubtedly of utah craftsmanship as several more have recent-

ly been found in the lion house the table is not shown in the

photograph

nethe cherrywoodcherry secretarywood belonged to brigham young and has

an empire

in othertherothee words
fv

leave it along ty with fiftysixfifty childrenchilchiisix onedien can see where he

might have had a problem with borrowing

the sword leaning against the fireplace was brigham young

nauvoo legion sword the painting over the mantel shows brighamBrig

the66th

hamoharohamm

empiree style received its inspiration from ancient
greece and came to america via france the date forfotfod american e-
mpire ranges between 181018401810 alice1840 winchester how to know
amer ican 1951 p 29
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seriesserles

ighambigham youngyoungs office until

his death and was then owned by his wife eliza B young the oil
lamp on the table is an original out of the lion house and it is

dated 1872

brigham youngyoungs hat and cane lay on the bed as if he had

just entered the room

his original bed is found in the information bureau its
replacement in the beehive house is a burled walnut piece with

heavy carving which was found in utah but which originally came

from the east the carving is more elaborate and intricate than

that found on the utahcraftedutah furniturecrafted

the carpet again is an ingrain from the governors mansion

in california these carpets were very difficult to find especially

in usable condition because of their flat weave they did not have

as high a resistance to wear fortunately an older home in rich-

mond utah contained several of these valuable finds

chromolithograph printing several colors from a seriesserles
of stones one for each color instead of painting the color on a
singlecolorsinglesingie printcolor winchester og catcjtcit

abrlbrl abamgbam

sas3 ngleagle
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young with mary ann angell and their seven children it was

started in nauvoo by W W major and finished in utah the picture
fqto the right of the secretary is similar to a chromotype68chromotype00chromotype and is

titled the111be rescued flag it hung in brigham

p 174

actually this was inconsistent with the times in the
early days persons were still inclined to be a bit superstitious
they would never place their hatbat on the bed as it was considered
bad luck or a portend of death it was considered unmannerly to
throw any article of ofwearingwearing apparel on the bed however others
felt that the placing of these items on the bed gave the house a
feeling of being lived in so tradition was bypassed in this in-
stance wilcox SELLJSJ
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the woodwork in brigham youngs room hasbas been painted to

simulate oak the door casing though very much simplifiedimpl3ufjed shows

the influence of the greek revival

thene door on the southwest end of the room leads to brigham

young private office in betwebetweenbetge the two rooms is a closet for

coats and storage

the front hall

intn the fronfront hall is aclockadlock which was also original to

the home and was found stored in the basement of the ute hotel

it had thirteen coats of black paint on it when this was removed

a handsome piece of work was revealed it like the other clocks

in the building is in working condition

above the doorway to the southeast sitting room is the old

doorbell that was found when the false ceiling was removed see

fig 3181 p 110

the chair in the front hall is one of the many william

bell chairs found in the beehive house

on the handrail at the foot of the stairs that lead to

the second floor is an unusual item called a light gwen wilcox

through her research had discovered that an object of this type

had been on the handrail it does not emit any light of its own

but reflects light from the sources around it it undoubtedly

although the name william bell is heard frequently in
connection with the beehive house furnishings very little is known
about the man or his work mrs wilcox found five variations of
the hall chair and feels that they were probably part of a pub-
lic work project with mr bell in chargechargee
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gatedgbted

36

reflected enough light to give persons a bearing on the stairwaystairwaysstair
one

wayswaye

must remember in the early days before electricity the only
c

illumination came from a candle or a fairy light 71 the rays from

these would catch the light on the stairway

south sittsift ing room

the southeastsout sittingbeast room see figefigfigo 33 and 34 p ill111liiiiiili
might be compared to the family room of today it was used as a

dining area for family musicals and gatheringstherings and sewing

the threepiecethree velourpiece parlor set belonged to the beehive

house and it still exhibits its original upholstery in front of

the sofa is a smallsmail hassock another product of victoriana 7 the

table in the center of the room was the one at which brigham youngyounjyouna

ate his breakfast every morning upon it are a monogrammed fruit
compote and a glass bottle that belonged to him

original to the house is the tilttoptilt tabletop inlaid with

mother of pearl strange as it may seem the top is made from

papierpapler mache

the bookcase also belonged to brigham young and was ob-

tained from the sister of george cannon young it contains books

dating no later than 1877 the year of brigham young death

thene portrait on the west wall is of brigham youngydung thought

to have been painted by perry 7

71glass container similar to an egg cup these were fill-
ed with water oil was added and lighted to give enough light for
a person to reach his room the flame was extinguished by replac-
ing the top section virginia peterson tour guideguidguldeguld beehive house
january 12 1967

whiton op02 citsite2itebite p 327
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the landscape painting on the north wall shows the influence

of the hudson river school started by claude lorraine it dates

about 1860 theme frame is unique too in that one of the very early

patents was issued for making frames of this type

A photograph of the north end of the parlor shows three of

the four fullupfull chairsup that belonged to a parlor set found in the

lion house they are victorian rococo in design as are the two

arm chairs the armchair in front of the bookcase which supposedly

belonged to brigham young is covered in black horsehair and came

out of the salt lake theatreweaire the other armchair is flanked by

a sewing table that contained the sewing notions of the tiple on

the tabletabie is a small oil lamp that was given to the beehive house

by president david 0 mckaymckays sister
thene north doorway opens into the sewing room where a vic-

torian marbletoppedmarble tabletopped that was made by brigham young can be

seen

on the south wall between the two windows is a pier

mirror it is known that mirrors of this type were found in the

room as mrs wilcox was shown a photograph of the original it
was available for purchase but the price was prohibitive and a

substitute original to the period was bought

the silk shawl on the piano was the first piece of silk
woven from the silkworm industry in utah 75

74lbid741bid

the silkworm industry was initially located at forest
farm therenerewere were 800 acres where mulberry trees were planted to
provide food for the worms the mormon people wanted to be as
self sufficient as possible so they attempted to manufacture of

74
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many of Brigbrighamharmbarohamm youngyoungts children were musically inclined

and wheneverwhenevwhener one of them expressed a desire to play the piano

violin or any type of instrument he was willing to purchase the

instrument and allow the child to take music lessons therefore

there are several musical instruments seen throughout the restora-

tion the first to be seen is the piano locatedlocate on the west wall

of the parlor it is larger than the one originally in the room

but is authentic to the period

the fireplace mantel in the sitting room is duplicated

from the original which was found in the daughters of the utah

pioneers museum 7

above the windows are pressedbrasspressed cornicescornickscorbrass anices holdover

from the greek revival most of the cornices in the house have a

swag and fringe anthemion77anthemion or77 fruit motif

an 1847 and 1851 edition of godeygodeys ladys book wasveas used

as a guide in recreating the curtain styling in this room and other

rooms in the beehive lousehouseI thene curtains in the parlor are not-

tingham lace acquired in england

ahejhe sewing room

south of the receptionhallreception entryhall is the sewing room which

doubled for otherotberobber purposes some of the children were born in this

cultivate everything the rest of the world did one other piece
of silk a large handkerchief is found in the mothersmot bedroomhertsberts
wilcox op cit

7
because the laws incorporating the DUPOUP museum state

that any item given to them must remain there the committee was
unable to place the original mantel back in the beehive house

77A conventionalized honeysuckle or palm leaf ornament or
pattern seen in greek decoration whiton 012op cit p 789
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room originally there was a couch in the roomcoomcoorn but because of door

and window locations the committee could not determine where it
had been placed so one was not put in

tharetheremeremaremaxe is a cradle so the mother could keep an eye on her

baby while she did the mending a couplecoupie of comfortable rockers

and a victorian table that was made by brigham young

the chromotype print on the wall was brought from switzer-

land

M

when brigham young was in europe on a mission it belonged

to mary ann angelangellangeli 1

the only items which nothing is known about are the sewing

machine dating 1852 and the stove all other items belonged to

the young family at one time or were original to the beehive house

the bathroom

the bathroom has one feature which was unique for early

days a builtinbuiltbulit bathtubin with a drain the water rancan out of the

tub through ashes which acted as a purifying agent then on its
way to water the livestock of course the water had to be car-

ried into the bathroom first
there is also a washstand with a towel tacked to the wall

a medicinal boon to animals as well as people

78at7satasa stool or boxboyc to hold a chamber pot websterswebster col-
legiate dictionary 2nd ed springfield mass C & C merriam
co publishers i9601960 p 166

where

coupie

in

th e ba tb roomcoom

daysa bulit ran

78behind it to absorb water splashes an adult and a childchilds commode

and a medicine chest that contained such delightful remedies a

bitters
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theilieilletlle buttery was the storage area for china and silverware

see figpig 29 and 30 p 110ilollo there are shelves and cupboards

to display the various items and keep them within easy reach

the monogrammed china was ordered out of france for use in

the gardo house but brigham young died before the house was co-
mpleted so the families used the china most of it was acquired

from gwenovienovren wilcox and helen spencer williams A few of the pieces

came from grace wooley another granddaughter of brigham youngs

the silver chalice was used by brigham young for partaking

of the sacrament within the temple the monogrammed water bell
was given to him by ben holliday the agent for wells fargo

pieces that deserve a second look are the salts finger

bowls classic compote and some of the serving dishes thene pressed

glass chicken which was old when it was brought to utah sports

an age of over twohundredtwo yearshundred

the silver was originally in the estate of amelia folsom

some pieces were also acquired from grace wooley virginia blair

and helen williams all of whom were descendants of the young family

the pattern in the ingrain carpet which was found in

richmond utah was duplicated and the pile carpet which runs

throughout the beehive house was created after its design

rcegjfc pn hall
on the marbletoppedmarble buffettopped in the reception hall are two

argand lamps 79 above the buffet hangs an oil portrait of brighamBrig

79

barmharobamm

invented in 1783 by a swiss named argand has a round
wick with provision for the introduction of air inside as well as
around the outside of the wick whiton og cit p 790
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young painted in england from a photograph about 184018400

the bookcase on the mouthssouths wallwali was presented to the beehive

house by president david 0 mckays sister it is original to th

basebaise georgiusGeorageoco cannoniuslus studied the top of the bookcase and designed

the bottom so it would be in keeping with the rest of the piece

the base was then constructed out of an old brigham young wardrobivardrobewardrobewarivarvear

so

drobedrob

that the whole piece would be something thathat came out of his

home the books in the case were brighamBrig youngyoungsharmharohamm personal pro

perty he tried to have books on every subject so that the mormon

people would have a library

the fireplacefir in the entry hall see fig 19 p log was

added during the time of john W young as was the intricate
carving and trim found in connection with some of the paneling

the picture above the fireplace is of the jordan canal done by

lorus pratt in 1901

A beehive embellishes the stairway newel post see fig
17 p100 more intricate however are the newel posts on the

secondfloorsecond stairwayfloor see fig 18 p100p00 allsillaliiallialiail of which are

carved there is no design that is exactly like another although

there are similarities in some instances it would almost seem

that they were carved by persons of varying ability one section

was added to one of the newel posts to commemorate the coming of

the railroad
As one walks to the rear hall there is an empire sofa

under the stairway and an original brigham young mirror which was

found in the information bureau an old wardrobe and a mormon

couch are in the rear hallballhalihail
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llzpj
with as many as thwenty three people to feed each day at

ft

the beehive house it was necessary to have a storage area for ex-

tra foodstuffs the pantry provided cupboards shelves and storage

bins that held additional china cooking utensils homecannedecannedhomehom goods

and dried foods there is a working table with a scale for measur-

ing out bread dough an oldoid crockery buttery churn an ice box and

a fruit cupboard which came out of the lion house old mason fruit
jars date 1854 and 1857 80

nearly everything that is presently in the pantry came

from brigham young descendants

jhejijtcliten

the kitchen see figpig 35 and 36 p 11 is a delight to

behold and it must have been a cozy as well as a bustling hive of

activity A woodboxwoodfox filledilledbilled with kindling stands next to a castiron
stove dated 1854 which waitswalts to be used for meal time or to heat

the flat irons that patiently wait for activity

the floor is laid with alternating widthsidthswidths of pine planking

attached with square nails here and there no doubt for comfort

as well as practicality are braided rugs
1

intn addition to the central lighting fixture there are oil

wall sconcessconcerscon withces reflectors behind them to give a better distri-
bution of light these were put into use very early and continued

to be used until around 1920

rockers at the north end of the room made it more com

illiamswilliams op cit 3 ppo 5252o520
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youngts
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forfoc tabletabie for the mothers who sat there doing their mending or

spinning or braiding rugs while they waited for the pies to bake

with seven children frequent visitors and the workers to feed

the pie cupboard at the northwest end of the room was probably

always filled to capacitycapaci one of the rockers is very different

from any of the rocker designs seen previously it has a high back

curved to fit the spine and is finished in black this is another

piece mademadd by brigham young it is not shown in the photograph as

it was added after the restoration pictures were taken

at one time there was a large brick oven in the kitchen

which was in constant use however investigation failed to show

where it had been located so rather than guess it was not

restored

the washstand and chairs were originalgriPri toginal the home as were

the flax wheel and many of the kitchen utensils the brass sink

came out of midway utah and one will notice that a pump is mount-

ed on the sink so water could be drawn in the house

the mensments diningD roomlnj

because brigham youngsyouiigyouing estate was so large and because of

the size of his family it took many people around the house as

well as the grounds to maintain the estate and provide for the young

family the workers in the home and around the grounds ate in what

is known as the mens dining room see figpig 37 p 113118

then dininge table in this room is original to the house and

was built from the wagon box that carried brigham young to the

salt lake valley in 1847 the tablecloth is all handband stitched by

81lbid81 abid1bid
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luna young and the table is set with a moss rose china and a

dakota patterned silverware

even after the beehive house was opened to the public as

more appropriate or original pieces were found they replaced less

appropriate furniture in the homebomehomaboma As a result only two of the

six original chairs that now surround the table are shown in the

photograph at the rear of the room these chairs are similar in

design to the william bell chair found in the front hall thene
chairs which have been redecorated were found on one of the upper

avenues in salt lake the owner had never allowed anyone to sit
on them so they are in perfect condition

just around the corner inside the doorway is another

william bell chair quite early in design and similar to a cap-

tain chair it is the same type of chair that is shown around

the table in the photograph

settlers converts to the mormon church were coming to

utah from various parts of the world so it is not unusual that

there is a dutch clock on the south wall

the curtains are a scrim material which was difficult to

find A bolt of the material was found in an oldoid store and there

was enough to make curtains for several of the rooms after this

find other pairs of old curtains were located that could be used

elsewhere in the house
00brighamBrig younghaiabaiahala was a strong advocate of cleanliness

over in the corner of the room is a washstand where the workers could

clean up before sitting down to eat this stand incorporates as
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famicami storastorqstore
one of the most interesting rooms in the beehive house is

the family store see fig 38 p US13313.3 which was operated by

john haslam during the days of brigham youryourg most people do not

realize that this was the worldsworld first department store iniin fact

it gave brigham young the idea for ZCMTZCMI which was the worldworldtsworlds

first department store 83

brigham young had numerous children as well as homes and
0

wilcox qaq& ctcit
the

p
first ZCMI was built between the lion house and

the beehive house

45

part of the design towel racks A washcloth hangs on the wall

and above it to the right is a continuous towel and rack
F

the shade to the hanging lamp was broken when it was

presented to the beehive house but on the base was the patent

date of 1877 thene restoration committee preferred to use items

that hadbad patent dates so that no one could say they were roma-

nticizing when they restored the home there are some items in the

house that are incorrect for the period but as authentic articles
are found the committee is attempting to replace the incorrect

items As an example another settee original to the gardo house

has been discovered and will be placed in the gardoairdo room another

original desk for the schoolroom was found and replaced theibe high

backed desk the table and chairs shown in the photograph of

brigham youngyoungts bedroomsittingbedroom oomroomsitting have been replaced many other

items have noticeably been changed since the restoration photo-

graphs were taken
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tills store was built to supply the needs of his family there is
an entrance to the store from the inside of the building and one

at the northeast end of the building outside brigham young was

the only one who entered by the inside door all other members of

the family used the outside door this was to avoid any feelings

of partiality which might cause dissentionsdissentiousdissent withinions the family

family members would come to the store to get their butter
eggs and strawberries from forest farm and peaches from the

orchards behind the beehive house they got all their staples and

notions at the little store there were fabrics sewing notions

spices cheese candy lamps and many other items theilletlle store to-

day desplaysdisplaysdes manyplays of the things that were probably seen on the

shelves in the early days weretherenere is even a bottle of gold leaf

that was used whenever a child needed a tooth filled at the de-
ntist nearly everything in the room was found labeled with the date

or had a patent date to verify authenticity

there is a potbelliedpot stovebellied with a couple of comfortable

chairs so one could warm his toes with a good fire and his nature

with a good talk on those cold winter days

i
second floor restorations

youngest daughtersdaughter1sdauwiterls bedroom

the upstairs southwest bedroom see fig 39 p 114

was occupied by the youngest daughter according to the manuscript

of clarissa spencer this was herber room

the bed was acquired from virginia blair of logan and be-

longed to her grandmother mary ann angell as did the commode

84 moveable sink or washing with a cupboard and drawer
underneath websters collegiate dictionary pg cit p 166
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neither gwenoven wilcox nor mrs blair knew whether the set was made

in utah however because of the simplicityimplicityimplicitly of the design and

carving it is felt that it was made by utah craftsmen the bed

is constructed from walnut rather than pine or cedar but this was

not unusual brigham young insisted that all freight be packed in

solid walnut crates made from wood that was free from splints or

knot holes so that dust would not get inside the crates and possibly

damage the shipment then when the freight arrived in utah the

crates were taken apart and the wood used to build furniture
on the north wall is a kensington tapestry which belongedbelong

to lucy decker it is a handwovenhand piecewoven embroidered with a silk

thread depicting mary and jesus during the flight into egypt it
was acquired in 1849 during the time so many people were rushing

to california in search of gold A wagon had caught fire on one of

the trains and the one small trunk that was saved contained the
0 Ctapestry which brigham young bought for fifty dollars aj0j

the victorian chair belonged to helen williamsWilli fatheranas

john spencer clarissaclarissalsClaris husband it was originally in the beehive

house but was takentaren out and placed in the old salt lake theatre

sitting in a small williamwillia bell chair is a little wax doll

one of the first to be purchased from ZCMI it was given to

ciarissaclarissa by her father for being a goodgirlgood whengirl she went to the

dentist

in the center of the south wall is another musical instru-
ment a melodianmelodeanMel whichodian was purchased in new york for another of

spencer and harmer apqp2p citcitycitacitj
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brigham youngs daughters

the candle stand also an original beehive house furnishing
c

exhibits the turnings which became prevalent during the machine age

of the victorian era

the stove from beaver utah is dated 1867 it like the

other stoves is ornamented the decorative motifs rangeange from the

frivolous to the formal and they have a charm and elegance that

fit in well with the respective rooms see figpig 10 p 98 and

fig 15 p 99

to the right of the stove is a currier and ives print of

a girl called evening and made about 1860 86

tiaIII111ttajlejn2elona jialljlhallhalihail

nearly everything in the long hall see figpig 40 p 11413413.4

is a very definite elegant victorianvictoriano this room was used for
oesoffentertaining As was the customecustode in those days when the long

hall was not in use for entertaining it was closed most of the

family gatherings took place in the downstairs sitting room or

the lion house

originally the long hall contained all william bell furni

ture but as the territory grew and as more famous people started
coming through brigham young could see the need for a change A

silk brocade was ordered out of france for use in makingaking draperies

for the room and furnishingsfurnis werebings ordered from the east

young et al p 3

As governor of the territory brighamBrig youngharmharohamm had occasion
to host important people of his day some of whomewbomelhome were horace
greeneygreeteygrcseleyGree ulyssistey S grant napoleon 111IIIlii mark twain the emperor of
brazil and PT barnum wilcox ojjjOj JJ
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the draperies that are presently in the long hall are a

reproduction made by scalemandresealemandrescalamandreScaleSealemandre silks from a sample of the ori-

ginal drapery material that had been passed down to members of

the family

the piano which is original to the beehive house was

ordered out of new york and brought across the plains by wagon

it and the harp were used by one of brigham young talented

daughters who played several instruments

in front of the northeast window is an occasional table

with an empire feeling in its decoration this too was owned by

brigham young and shows his influence in its design gwen wilcox

as welluvellweil as several members of the young family feel that this is
another table built by brigham young on the table is an astral
lamplampy1 88ampy and to the side of the lamp is a silver sugar box that
was locked refined sugar was so scarce and expensive that it was

only used on special occasions 8

in her manuscript clarissa spencer mentioned that there

were two stoves in the long hall finding two identical franklin

stoves of such an early date could have been a problem but just
as inint otherther instances throughout the house a solution was found

the first stovetove was acquired the one in the southeast end of the

room and president J reuben clarkdark called and said hebe hadbad another

the burner was supported on a projecting arm so that it
was lower than its fuel supply the lamps were very ornamental and
were bedecked with hangingbanging prisms whiton op cit p p 790

eventually the pioneers developed a way of making refined
sugar from sugar beets and this problem was alleviated spencerpencer
and harmer op cit
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other than being one inch wider and one inch higher the stove was

exactly like thattbatthatabat on the southeastsout endbeast see fig 10 p 98 the

mantels behind the stoves were reproduced from the original draw

beibelng

exacelac tlyaly

ings of truman 00 angell see fig 26 p 107

the oval painting above the southeast mantel is known as

an american primitive and is believed to be a likeness of mary ann

angell when she was about eighteen or twentytwotwenty yearstwo of age

the clock just below the picture is another piece original to

the home

there are several whale oil astral lamps in the room which

date 1842 1844 and 1847 they were kept because they were so
go90expensive they cost two dollars apiece

the chandeliers that were in the long hall at the compl-

etion of its restoration now hang in brigham youngyoungs private office

in their stead hang two tiered chandeliers that were reconstructed

from remains found in the attic of the home belonging to george

cannon youngyoungs sister see new chandeliers for the long hall p

123121

withwitbwibb a length of fifty feet the long hall could havebave pre-

sented a problem when it came to finding a rug to fit the descrip-

tion of the earlier covering but again luck if one would choose

to call it that provided a solution A needlepoint carpeting that

closely fit the description was found at marshall fields it hadbad

been woven in england and contained only a few more yards than were

necessary for carpetingcarpet3ing the long hall

this sounds like a small sum today but during those
times when an unskilled worker only made twentyfivetwenty centsfiveivelve a day
plus soup and a skilled worker made one dollar a day this was a
substantial amount wilcox og22 cit
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the gold brocadecoveredbrocade setteecovered at the south end of the

room is typicaltypic of the victorian era with a definite oriental

feelingblingfe it is an intricately carved indochineseindo piecechinese

on the center table is a domed floral arrangement which

actually came from the beehive house thene flowers are made of

wax and the glass dome was placed over them to protect the flowers

from dust and breakage

in the northwest corner of the room is an etagereEta orgere what

would be called a whatnotwhat notliot today this item is original to the

period but as most of the better homes contained this type of piece

there was probably one within the home somewhere if not in this

room As gwen wilcox said all the homes had the same thing

these were things of the periodsperiod

there are six side chairs covered with a deep red satin

these are victorian rococo in design with carved fruit motifs

fruit motifs of various types figs grapes pears were carved on

chairs cornickscornicescor legsnices and used for drawer pulls

the fair castle
As one walks from the long hall to the rear portion of the

house he must pass what has come to be known as the fairy castle
see fig 23 p 103 this was a small room used for closet

purposes and was lighted by a tall narrow window with small panes

of glass the window looked directly down into the front hall

from this vantage point the children could watch the coming and

going of visitors

spencer and harmer ogj t p 39
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92ameliaamellaameila folsom was referred to as an elegant person and
she was a talented musician who was in demand at home entertain-
ments her elegance must have been exhibited more in her appearance
and demean for in doing the research and finding the furnishings
for the beehive house mrs wilcox found that of all the articles
amelia folsomsfotFol weresons the least elegant

0393spencer and harmer OEop jcitot t Ppo 3939e

I1littleittleittie trip down to the bathr-

oom and since there were quite a few people in the family the

family members were provided with washing facilities in their own

rooms

the mantel in this room is a departure from the maltelsmantelsmanteismaltell
found in the other rooms both in design and coloring whereaswhere the

other mantels follow straighter lines with angular opening this

amelia

bedandbedana
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olderojlderoulder daughter s bedroom

the northwest bedroom is personally referred to by gwenowen

wilcox as the amelia folsom room as most of the items belonged to
QO

amelia folsom to92 the novice the furnishings in this room

expeciallyespecially the bed and chest of drawers would seem quite elegant

howeverlioFlo110 inwever comparison with the furnishings in the other rooms

excluding the boysboysy rooms they do not meet the same standards

although early victorian in design they are almost primitive in

feeling see figpig 42 p 115US11

to

5

the left of the doorway is another william bell chair

in a efferentdifferentfferent design than has been seen previously there is

also an original picture of brigham young and another hair wreath

this room as well as the other bedrooms contains a

commode upon which are a wash basin water pitcher and soap to

its side is a towel rack brigham young insisted on cleanliness 93

and since it would have been quite a
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boslboys SSSBSbedrooms

the favorite rooms of mrs wilcox and mr cannon are found

at the rear of the building the boy bedrooms As the new fur-

niture was brought in it was acquired by the mothers the

daughters or the fatlerfatherbatler the more primitive furnishings were

then handed down to the boys

northeast bedroom

in the northeast bedroom is an original brigham young

chair with a ladder back made at eitherelther mendon new york or

nauvoo however it has the definite shaker influence of upstate

new york and was probablprobably made at mendon

the bedstead was made in utah of pine and was then grained

to look like maple on it is a loomed bedspread dated 1858 it
has been woven in two strips a yard wide and sevinsewn down the middle

plipil low

iceire

53

one is more curvilinear in feeling with an arched opening it
has been painted a dark charcoal grey and then has been marbelizedmarbeliedmaemarnae

in

belledbelied
green

thene rest of the room is comfortably but plainly furnished

theibe

the influence of the sewing machinesmac andhinesbines the later laces

can be seen by studying the pillow shams

againstaqainst the south wall by the doorway is another chair

crafted by william bell this one has a rush seat

the little washstand is quite old and shows a marked empire

influence indicationindicatingindicatin that it came out of nauvoo and was probably

brought with the pioneers

on the west wall is a primitive chest of drawers original

in wi th
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to the beehive house

in the southeast corner of the room is a shaving stand
f

with a rectangular mirror it too is old and was probably taken

from new york to nauvoo illinois and then brought out to utah

by one of the pioneers

the curtain treatment in the boysboyst room is rather unusual

and would probably raise a chorus of groans from the moderndaymodern

homemakerbomemaker

day

but again this was a decorative trend of the victorian
era and several of the rooms are treated this way thene curtain

ends lay flat on the floor for a space of about twelve inches

often seashells were then set on the ends to keep them in place

the northwest bedroom

the northwest boysboysyboyst bedroom see fig 43 p 116 has a

tigermapletiger bedsteadmapleapleapiemapie which was brought out from the east by the

early pioneers and then stored

the chest of drawers shows an empire influence and is

veneeredveneerervene itered is another utah item as is the william bell chair
on the wall are two bird prints done by wilson

thene quilts are also pioneer made
ft

the schooschop 1 room

brigham young believed in education each week catholic
nuns would come to the beehive house to teach his children reading

alexander wilson an american artist and printmaker who
made bird prints similar to those done by dubonaudubon his prints
have merit but generally audubon is considered to be the master
in this field winchester op02 cit p 176
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thene playroom at the northwest end of the house exhibits

quite a collection of toys many of which belonged to the young

family see fig 44 p 116

it was surprising howbow few things were donated to the bee-

hive house for its refurbishing however most of the items in

the playroom were donated by utah families there are several

little chests of drawers a miniature castironcast stoveiron with pdtsprftspats

and pans two doll beds one of which folds up a cradle a small

set of pewter dishes wooden blocks ceramic marbles a chest full
of doll clothes made by clarissa and a childchilds piano upon which

sits an oil lamp dated 1867 everything to delight the imagination

of a child during the early days is there

williams 22 cit

achejche plrm
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languages geography and painting the improvised schoolroom

has charts pictures and books used a hundred years ago

the curtains in the schoolroom as well as many of those

found in other parts of the house were found in hiawatha kansas

fiftyeightfifty paireight were found

on the east wall of the schoolroom is what was called a

mormon couch tv or what others refer to as a country cousin H

it could be pulled out to make a double bed

the three school desks one of which is in its original

condition are all authentic to the beehive house in fact
everything in the room with the exception of the ingrain carpet

and the teaching chart is now original see fig 41 p

p 53
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restoration after the period of 1877

first floor

the formal dining room

the formal dining room which was originally the mensments

dining room was remodeled during the time of john W young and

the west wall was pushed out and given a bay effect see fig
49 p 119

most of the articles in the room are authentic to the

period of john W young with a few items left over from the days

of his father
gas chandeliers original to the room as it was remodeled

had been acquired by auerbachsAuer andbachs were presented to the beehive

ilousehouselouseI for use in restoring the home these and the radiators are

the only items original to the room

the china cupboard belongs to the oak period of 1890 the

dining set with its six fiddlebackfiddle chairsback and the buffet belong

to the empire period it might seem strange that the restoration

committee would revert back to the empire period in decorating this
room but this was one of the times when american began collecting

antiques and empire furnishings were considered antique

john W young traveled extensively and brought furnishingsfurnis

back

bings

from his various travels the two matching console tables

show an english influence

the victorian period sponsoredspon paperedsered or handstenciledhand

walls

stenciled

as part of its design trend 97 and the walls in the formal

dining room have been hand stenciled in a silver and gold pattern

Whitonwhiten
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reminiscent of the seventeenth century textile designs

on the west wall above the buffet is a painting of two

boys which has a feeling of the early american portrait painting

inspired by the eighteenth century it was probably done about

185018500 98

the carpeting in this room and throughout thethehallwayshallways

was patterned after the piece of ingrain carpeting found in the

buttery

other decorative items including potted plants and ele-

gant serving pieces in silver and crystal enhance the room

second floor

1880 bedroom

the 1880 bedroom was furnished for the period of time that

clarissa spencer lived in the home after her marriage see figpig

45 and 46 p 117 on the wall is an early chromotype of

raphaelraphaels madonna of the chair it was brought across the

plains by clara decker lucy deckers sister and she hadbad it in

her bedroomsittingbedroom roomsitting in the lion house all the years she lived

there the other pictures some of the earliest color prints made

are stone lithographs from germany 9

i oo00on the bed is a wedding dress that had belonged to clarissa

young e t a 1 j op22 citcatletcitlet p 4

99ibid991bid

when1001 clarissa00 was young an actress and her niece came to
salt lake city clarissa so admired these people that she decided
when the time came for her to marry she would fashion her wedding
dress after the princess style worn by mrs leslie thisniswis is just
what she diddidodide spencer and harmer op cit p 178
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the bedroom set in this room is noticeably different from

the others that have been seen it belongs to the hasEastlakeflake101loi

period of clarissaclarissasciarissa time the dresser topped with marble with

a small writing desk in the center and the chest are original

beehive house pieces the bed authentic to the period has both

relief and incised decoration typical of eastlake furnishings

lal818 5100
the 1888 sitting room is restored to the period of john

W young whereas brigham young leaned toward the early victorian

his son adherredadberredherredberredad to the late victorian stylingsstalingssty

the

lings

only original beehive houseflouse pieces in the room are

the two matching side chairs upholstered in a gold matelassemate

these

lasse

lean toward the victorian renaissance designsdesign

red or deep wine colors were prevalent during the vic-

torian era the matching chair and settee are upholstered in a

winewanew1ne colored floral damask the rug is also in reds as is the

shade on the lamp and several smaller items

the piano presentlyesentlyevently in the room is authentic to the per-

iod the original piano was placed in the gardo house and is still
in existence it was not repurchased for use in the beehive house

because of a prohibitive price

period charles elasHasteoaseasteastlakelake an architect and
furniture designer advocated a gothic revival his book hints
on household tate published in 1868 had an important influence
on furniture decoration and design in england and america
sherrill whiton elements of interiorinteri or design and decora tion
chicago JB lippincotlippincottLippin &cot company 2nd eclacl 1950 ppap 276 and
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the gardo room

when the beehive house was no longer adequate for use in

entertaining the various dignitaries who were coming to salt lakelakcakecakadakdaw

brigham young decided to build the gardo house across the street
south from the beehive in 1875 while the house was being con-

structed brigham young went to southern utah the gardo house

was to have been a onestoryone buildingstory but when he came back he

found that the architects had built it into a victorian monstr-

osity and hebe lost interestinterests however he had already sent to franceprance

for furnishings and for the most part the items seen in the

gardo room came out of the gardo house see fig 47 and 48

p 118

most of the furnishings in the room are goldleafedgold withleafed

a carved andor painted design or scensceneacen the damaskcovereddamask sidecovered

chairs are two remaining out of the original dozen that were order-

ed for the gardo house at eighteen dollars a dozendoen

the mirror over the mantlemantlmantiemanti wasewas found in the information

bureau and had never been out of its case it is gold leafed
1 QQvecoverver gesso and wood and has a florentine influence

thene diminutive settee was originally gold leafed but it
is now painted as no one could be found who knew how to put on

gold leaf
on the east wall between two small narrowbackednarrow chairsbacked

is a dropleafdrop deskleaf which was also original to the gardopardogaydo house

lthere102therealthere102 wereThere two mirrors listedli insted the beehive house book-
keeping records one was seventyfiveseventy dollarsfive and one was one
hundred and twentyfivetwenty dollarsfive it is believed that this is the
seventyfiveseventy dollarfive mirror but no one knows for certain as the
other could not be found wilcox apqp cit
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on the west wall by the doorway is a music cabinet where the

sheet music was kept
0

theilletitetiye fluted gold rods withith turned finial motifs and larglarge

wooden rings were the last to be found in the search for cornices

to be placed throughout the house they were located in fleming-

ton new jersey see the last of the rods 11 p 125

A wardrobe bed is placed against the south wall of the

gardo room theilie mirrored glass door folds out and a bed drops

down

rear hallhauhali
As one leaves the gardo room he will notice on the west

side of the hallway a small covered pipe protruding from the wall

this was installed by john W young and was the equivalent of an

intercommunication system the11 pipeie comes out in the back hall by

the kitchen which is at the rear of the building on the first
floor there are two pipes by the kitchen door one which goes to

the second floor and one which goes to the third floor one could

lift the cover whistle into the pipe to attract attention and

then talk nethe sound would carry through the pipe

portions of the beehive house not restored

interesting enough to be mentioned briefly though not

restored are the upper floor of the beehive house the cellar
and the grounds

jhejmijc
above the second story on either side of the square

w
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cupola are two small rooms they can be located from the exterior

by the two triangular windows on the east and west ends of the

building one of these rooms was used as an art studio by

clarissa and the other was used for drying fruit 103

themetha cellar
theilietiyetite cellar today stores furniture and supplies but it

once housed an array of homecannedhome preservescanned in stone jars be-

cause it was cool in the cellar the milk shelves were placed

there and tenquartten milkquart pans lined their recesses waiting for

the cream to be skimmed off the top the floor was stone and

there was a polished stone slab on a long table so that there

would be plenty of working room during piebakingpie timesbaking the pie

crusts were mixed and rolled out on this table

with a family as large as brigham youngs a storage area

for foods was imperative and the cellar in the beehive house made

a perfect repository

the grounds

plans were also made for a partial restoration of the

grounds surrounding the beehive house research was done to

determine the early plants that existed in the valley As some

were no longer available plants ranged in datedato from 1878 to 1929

theibe grape arbor and carpenter shop would also have been rebuilt
however these plans were never carried out

103spencerlspenceralspencerlS103 andpencerSpencer harmer op cit p 41
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lseisoise tt there are some items in the home that

should not be there these were not specifically pointed out but

attempts are being made to replace them as soon as original items

or items more appropriate to the period are found

those items not original to the home belonged to members

of brigham youngs families or were used in the lion house or

are authentic to the period

where description was available as to the type of furni-

ture found within a certain room it was followed if description

was not available a typical victorian room based on research was

created

furnishings and furniture dating anywhere from 1854 to 1877

are used in each room this is quite natural as most families

have a collection of items ranging over quite a span of years

whenever possible only those items with a patent date

within the period of time to which the house was restored were

collected now all items do not bear a patent date their ages

can be determined by the design or construction but when a dated

item was available it was given preference over another so that

the authenticity of the restoration could be assured

the cellarcellaceliarcelia andr attic interesting portions of the building

were not restored plans were also made for partial restoration

of the grounds but they have not been carried out

rangarangiD ngover

itwasetwas
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summarysumtarsultar
gwenoven wilcoxi the curator and researcher for the beehive

house said tt1 used to say the house was about twothirdstwo originalthirds

and I1 believe it is
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ll11 1860 and by lucy decker young and her family

until 1888 when it was purchased by john W young brigham youngs

songsdngsang it was occupied by him until 1892 when the house and other

63

CHAPTER V

conclusion

A summary of the pertinent facts from each chapter will

indicate the answers to the questions placed before the reader

in CHAPTERCHAPTEZR I1

QUESTION 1 what was the historical background of the

beehive ilousehouselouseI to the timnetarnetimme of its restoration

hjstrhisjoaHj

construction

str

the beehive house designed by truman 00 angell and

brighambrigha young in 1853 was to serve as the official residence of

brigham young the home was constructed from adobe a material

which brigham young preferred and patterned after the new england

colonial architecture it was originally constructed with a single

storied porch which was thought to have been extended to the

second story by john W young after he purchased the home how-

ever evidence indicates that the secondstorysecond additionstory was added

while brigham young was still alive

occupcoccupyintsxnts

the beehive house was occupied by mary ann angell young

and her family until

t me

m

andpatterned

johnw

occupants
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property was sold to satisfy claims

several prominent families then lived in the home until

1898 when it was purchased by the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints as a residence for the church president two presidents

occupied the home lorenzo snow and joseph F smith the beehive

house was used in this capacity until 1918 and then stood vacant

until it was turned over to the young ladies mutual improvement

association as a home for working girls the mutual improvement

association had charge of the building from 1920 to 1959 when they

were notified to vacate the building for other purposes

in july of 1959 the presiding bishopric consisting of

joseph L wirthlinwirthliwirthlin thorpe B isaacson and carl W buehner an-

nounced plans for restoring the building the persons chosen for

the restoration committee were don carlos young george cannon

young georgius young cannon helen young spencer williams and

gwenovenouen young wilbokwilcokwilcox&Wilwll

changes

coxcoK

three major changes have altered the beehive house or its
grounds the most extentiveextensiveexten changestive were made by john W young

when he purchased the home in 1888 other less drastic altera-
tions were made by the mutual improvement association in 1920

and in 196019611960 the1961 grounds were altered when state street was

widenedidenedwidened and the cobblestonecobble wallstone and some of the old shrubberies

were relocated

honors

the historic american buildings survey honored the beehive
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house in 1934 forfoc being an outstandingstanding example of architecture

with historical significance and the utah pioneer trails and

landmarks association placed a commemorative plaque upon it
the office and the lion house in 1935

keys to research

manuscripts written by clarissa young spencer a daughter

of brigham young and lucy decker who lived in the house from 1860

to 1888 and original plans for the house drawn by truman 0

angell were the keys to restoring the beehive house

QUESTION 2 to what extent is the structural restoration

authentic to the time of brigham young

S tructrue turalturai restoration

number of rooms

the beehive house originally contained fourteen rooms

now as the house has been added to and alterationsalteration madeade there

are twentyseventwenty roomsseven twentyonetwenty ofone these have been restored

cludipgincluding the original fourteen rooms

the room sizes and locations for the front portion of the

home were determined by structural evidence that was found when

the walls were stripped down to the original masonry paint color

wood grainingsgrain andings the existence of a spiral staircase werewece also

authenticated during this process

extent of authenticity

from the reception hall back the floor planpian is not authen-

tic to brigham youngyoungs time research to determine the original

forbeerbeing out
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dimensions of the buildingebuildingrebuilding was begun but it was discontinued due

to pressure from the public who felt that history was being des-

troyed instead of preserved

the space on the first floor was utilizedutilisedutilize with some

alterations in spatial design to show rooms that were found in

the beehive house during brigham youngyouns time with the exception

of the formal dining room and thetwe reception hall which were re-

stored to the time of john W young

thene secondfloorsecond portionfloor that area directly above the

reception hall and back exhibits rooms typical of the brigham

young period and rooms redecorated to meet the times of john W

young

heating in the brigham young portion of the home was con-

cealed so that the rooms would appear natural the lighting comes

directly from the fixtures or is concealed above cornices or

doorways steam heat contemporary to the time of john W young

was left in that portion of the home restored to his time

extensive repair work was done inside and out to make the

building structurally sound and safe

QUESTION 3 what items were originally found in the

beehive house

QUESTION 4 to what extent are the furnishings appr-
opriate to the beehive house

questionsQuest 3jonslons and 4 and covered in chapter IV of the thesis
A separate listing of items original to the beehive houselouse can be

found in appendix 3 page 85
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fnihng
extent of authenticity

the restoration of the beehive house is believed to be

approximately twothirdstwo correctthirds gwen wilcox stated that there

were some items which were not correct but that attemptsatter wereapts

being made to replace them as soon as original items or items

more appropriate to the period were found

comparing the photographs taken soonoon after restoration
was completed to a tour of the building at the present time one

will notice many changes As an example the center table and

chairs in brigham youngyoungs bedroom have been replaced theilieilletlle high

backed desk in the schoolroom has been replaced and the chairs

in the mensmeis dining room have been replaced

those furnishings not original to the home belonged to

members of brigham youngs families or were used in the lion

house or are authenticaut tobentic the period

determining factors for room decoration

some description as to what type of furniture was found

in a particular room was available where description was not

availablevaxval thelablelabie research which had been done to determine the

typical decoration of a victorian room was utilized and the

rooms were decorated as the committee felt they might have been

during a particular period of time

wheneverWb possiblepossenever only items with a patent date were used

so that authenticity of the restoration could be assuredassuredO

that
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portions notno restoredrejtoredRejt
some

toredrestored

portions of the beehive house were not restored for

safety reasons or for utilitarian reasons these include

the attic
thene attic of the beehive house contained two rooms one

on either side of the beehivetoppedbeehive cupola these were used for

varying purposes clarissa spencer used one of the rooms as an

art studio the other area was used as a drying room for fruits

the third floor

thetilethle thirdfloorthird roomsfloor in the portion of the building

expanded by john W young were not restored as it would have been

repeating what had already been done the area contains quarters

for the housekeepers and the office of the curator

the cellar
thene cellar which was used for food storage and a working

area on baking days during the time of brigham young now stores

furniture and paper items

the grounds

extensive plans were made for partial restoration of the

grounds surrounding the beehive house research was done to

determine the early plants that were still available for use the

grape arbor and carpenter shop were to be restored however the

plans were never carried out

cmejbion

the restoration committee attempted to keep everything

beeh ivelve topped

in

resto red

now

C letlon



69

as natural looking as possible for this reason items were not

labeled with the name of the donor instead a personal thank

you letter was sent to each person and their names were recorded

in a private file 105

on february 7 1961 the beehive houseilouselouseI was complete enough

for a formal inspection A special reception was held for church

officialsoffi andelaisdials members of the young family hosts and hostesses

for the evening donned pioneer dress and served apples and hot

homemadehome breadbreadsmade

the beehive house was informallyformallyiriirl opened for the public

on july 24 1961 just two years after the restoration project

was begun

importance of the beehive house

the beehive house offers information in several fields

of historical study althoughalthougbt most of them are related to inter-
ior decoration in that they are used as accessory items they offer

in themselves separate avenues of study

thene books dating from 1854 to 1877 are a guideline to the

tastes in literature also as many are educational books the

historian would know of the availability and extent of knowledge

available and most likely used in the area during early times

paintings lithographs and chromolithographs exhibit new

methods for reproduction and show the development of technical

skills as well as painting trends and tastes during the victorian

era and before

beehivebeel houselive restoration op cit vol 2

youngfamily andhostesses

in

105



106log

iteits

eistelst
and a general cluttering of the room with unrelated styles 5

A moderndaymodern reflectionday on the victorian era states

the most complimentary statement that can be made
concerning the american victorian period is that it
exactly expressedTressedex the lack of taste of the people

106logwhiton 0 fc ppap
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hundreds of furniture items show the extent of design

influences of the victorian period handcraftedhand itemscrafted and

machinemademachine itemsmade from east and west can be compared for design

difference

glass wares and silver wares also offer a study not only

of victorian glass but also of importations from europesurope and

early items brought with the pioneers

theilie beehive house is important not only as a tourist 0

attraction but also as an historical guideline to the tastes of

our early pioneers and the processes of an era every item in

the house is representative of things that could be found in utah

between 1854 and 1888

the victorian era has been indirectly referred toio as an

age of monstrosities orderly furniture arrangement was disre-

garded there was an excessive use of patterns which were unrelated

to one another there was an overabundance of fringe and tasselstasselstkasselstastassselsseis

furni ture i tems

guidel inelne

ofthings

ind

whicb

0 S

this period is a perfect example of how the cultural
level of a people is reflected in their art forms and
how no art can be produced without a public which has
an understanding and a need for it

the author of this thesis havingbavingwaving hadbad limited experience

i0qublic

106whiton ci



titetineilielite author would offer three recommendations as a result
of this study two of them deal with the handling of tours inih

wilcoxilcox108lobiob il 22cox cit
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in the field of architectural or furniture history could not be

considered an authority on the factualness of such a statement

however it is the authors personal opinion that the beehive

house is not a monstrosity of the victorian era and it does not

reflect the poor taste attributed to the victorian period

of course the person acquainted with victorian design realized

that all items of the victorian period were not ill conceived

many were of beautiful design and proportion and it is these

items that have been chosen for reproduction today

the beehive house exhibits a design in structure and

decoration for comfort convenience and use the overelaborateover

ness

elaborate

attributed to the victorian era seems to havebeenhave7beenhave bypassedbybeen

hereberebece

passed

and one sees tastefully arranged rooms with their proper

display of idiosyncratic furnishings of the victorian period

thene individual reaction to the beehive house or to any

restoration of an historical building would depend upon the per-

son orientation toward the antique to one person it might be

the essence of sumptuous living to another the ultimate of brother

some bric a brac some of the victorian furnishings were elaborate

to the point of being uncomfortable but as gwen wilcox said

well actually the victorian period furniture made ladies and

gentlemen out of ladies and gentlemen you had to sit up proper-

ly and you couldnt lounge around or you showed everythingeverytbing

so it did accomplish a purpose

is
era

i tems
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convenience
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the building and the third oposesproposesopuses an extended study of otherther
church res tora ti ons

recommendations are as follows

1 in touring the home one is given the impression

that all of the rooms are original to the beehive house excluding

those restored to the time of john WM young in actuality only

fourteen of the twentyonetwenty restoredone rooms are original to the home

the others are representativerepresent ofatizatly 1 the time of brigham young

2 the time of clarissa young spencerspencey and 3 the time of john

W young

after several tours through the buildlingbuildungbuildingbuilbuildbullbuli andandnumerouslingdUngding numerous

unguided tours it was not until the author received a letter from

george cannon young on february 25 1967 that she realized that

the boyst bedrooms at the north end of the second floor and the

playroom and schoolroom at the northwest end of the second floor

were not considered to have been a part of the original structure

this point should be clarified for the visitor so that he knows

that although the rooms are representative of brigham youngyoungs time

and although they contain many items originally found in the home

they were not part of the original structure

2 on busy days the tours of the beehive house are

too hurried therenerewere is not ample time to view the rooms and to

ask questions tog often one tour travels faster than another

and soon the visitor finds himself rushing through or having his

ears assailed by two explanatory talks at once each on a different

subject

in view of the hundreds of people who visitisit the beehive

ilousehouselouseI during the busy tourist season it would be difficult to

pr 0

restorations

spencer
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dictate just what should be done so that everyone who wanted to

see the building would be able to however it would seem better
6

for the visitor if the tour lengths were extended by ten or fifafif

teen minutes the needed time extension could be determined by

the size of the group

3 the beginning of church restorationstorationstoriation on historical

sites can be traces to a place called forest farm one of brighamBrig

youngyoungts

hamoharohamm

homes since then many places connected with early

mormon history have been restored

the author of this thesis would like to see further

research done in an attempt to provide an historical record for

each of the restored sites

the beehive house is a measure of brigham young and a

measure of a people today as one walks up steps flanked by

onehundredone yearhundred old flagstone he is struck by the beauty of the

beehive house constructed overove a hundredbundred years ago even though

the home is located on one of the busiest streets in the city the

inside of the building is amazingly quiet this too adds to the

wonder of the story that unfolds before the visitor nethe story

of a people who built so well and who loved the beautiful

as well as practical things of life 10911109

illiams apqp cit p 54
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TABLES OF KEY furnishings IN EACH ROOM
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KEY furnishings IN THE BEEHIVE HOUSE

TABLETABIE I11

THE MOTHERS BEDROOM

itemiten

bed f

dresser
snakefootsnake

tabietabletabi
foot

ingrain
carpet

nauvoo
sampler

hair wreath
commode

belonged to
or from

eo T benson
E T benson

brigham young

richmond ut

nauvoo ill111iiilillii
utah

date

ut craftsmen
ut craftsmen

brigham young

1841
young family

made by original
or

authentic

authentic
authentic

original

authentic

authentic
original
authentic

TABLE 2

BRIGHAM YOUNGS bedroomsittingBEDROOM ROOMSITTING

item

octagonal
table

secretary
paper weight
sword
painting
the rescued
flag

oilolioll lamp
flathatfiatilat cane
bed
carpet

belonged tbth
or from

utah
utah or nauvoo
brigham young
nauvoo
nauvoo & utah

eliaelizaeilaellza B young
lion house
brigham young
from the east
california

ut craftsmen

W W major

date

1872

made by original
or

authentic

authenticauthentauthment
original
original
original
original

original
authentic
original
authentic
authentic
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TABLE 3

THETOE FRONT HALL

item belonged to date made by
or fromprom

original
or

authentic

clock
doorbell
chair
lightlighdightdigh

ute hotel
utah
utah

9

william bell original

ut original
original

authentic

TABLE 4

SOUTH SITTINGSIWING ROOM

item belonged tbth date made by
or fromprom

original
or

authentic

parlor set
hassock
tabietable
tilttoptiittiltriitariit tablefablemabiemmbletabietop
fruitpruit compote
glass bottle
bookcase
books

portrait of
brigham
young

landscape
chairs
armchair
armchairlkrmcha3

horsehair
sewingeivingbiving table
pier mirror
silk shawl
piano
mantel
cornices
curtains

brigham young

brigham young
brigham young
utah

1854-
1877

1860
perry

lion house
utah

utah

east
utah

utah

england

original
original
original
original
original
original
original

authentic
authentic
original
authentic

original
authentic
authentic
original
authentic
duplicate
authentic
authentic

TA81f3

ma de

1r
t
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TABLE 5

SEWING ROOM

item belonged
or from

to date made by original
or

authentic

cradle
rockers
tabietabletabipicture

e

sewing
machine

stove

utah

switzerland
brigham young

1852

original
original
original
original

authentic
authentic

TABLE 6

BATHROOM

item belonged to date made by
or from

original
or

authentic

tub
wash stand
adult commode
child commode
medicine chest
bitters

authentic
authentic
authentic
authentic
authentic
authentic

washstand
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TABLE 7

BUTTERYBUTTSRY

item belonged tbto date made by
or from

original
or

authentic

china france
silver chalice salt lake
water bell ben holliday
salts
finger bowls
classic compote
chicken
silver amelia folsom
carpet

original
original
original
original
original
original
original
original
authentic

TABLE 80

RECEPTION HALL

item belonged to date made by
or from

original
or

authentic

buffet
argand lamps
portrait of

brigham young
bookcaseMok utahcase

books

fireplace
painting
newel posts
sofa
mirror
wardrobe
mormon couch

utah

brigham young

1840

1854-
1877

1901 lorus pratt
ut craftsmen

original to
base

original
original

original
authentic
original
original
authentic

ch inalna

fi rep1 ace

bok
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TABLE 9

PANTRY

item belonged to
or from

date made by original
or

authentic

dough scale
butter churn
ice box
fruit

cupboard
storage box
fruit jars

lion house

1857

authentic
authentic
original

original
original
authentic

TABLE 10

KI TCHEN

item belonged to date made by
or from

original
or

authentic

stove
flat irons
pine planking
braided rugs
wall sconces
rockers
black rocker
pie cupboard
washstand
chairs
flax wheel
brass sink
pump

1854

13righambrigharoBrigbeigbelg younghamoharohamm

midway utah

authentic
authentic
duplicate
authentic
authentic
original
original
authentic
original
authentic
original
authentic
authentic

TA BLE

da te

house

KITCHEN

em

washstand
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MENSMENISments DININGDININdiningroomROOM

item
or from

ble
table cloth
china
silverware
six chairs
chair
curtains
clock
washstand
towel rack
oil lamp

belonged to

utah
utah

vtut

utah

craftsmen

utah

luna

holland

young

date

ut craftsmen
william bell

1877

made by
f

original
or

authentic

original
original
authentic
authentic
original
original
authentic
authentic
authentic
authentic
authentic

TABLE 12

YOUNGESYOUNGEST T DAUGHTERS BEDROOM

item

bed
commode
tapestry
chair
dresser
small chair
wax doll
melodianmelodeanMel
candle

odian
stand

stove
currier &

ives print

belonged to
or fromprom

mary ann angell
mary ann angell
england

moriah dugel
william bell

2 C M 1I 0

new york
original

beaver utah

date

ut craftsmen
ut craftsmen

original

1867

1860

made by

authentic

original
or

authentic

original
original
original
original
original
original

original

authentic

bietabi e

zaz0 c40
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aoriginal
Cha ir
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TABLE 13

THE LONG HALL

item belonged to date
or from

made by original
or

authentic

picture of
mary ann
angell

clock
draperies
piano
harp
tabletabietabi
astral lamps

brighamBrig younghamoharohamm

new york

brigham
young

original
original
duplicate
original
original

original

1842
sugar box
stoves
mantelomantelmanteicantelo
chandeliers
carpet marshallmaxsMars fieldsball
settee
floral piece
etagerestage
side chairs

authentic
authentic
authenticAut

truman
bentic

angell duplicates
authentic
authentic
authenticAut
original

bentic

authenticautbenti
authentic

TABLE 14

OLDER DAUGHTERS BEDROOM

item

bed
chest
chair
picture of

brigham young
hair wreath
commode
towel rack
mantel

belonged tblb
or from

amelia folsomfolsorofolloro
amelia folsom

amelia folsom

date

william bell

young family

made by original
or

authenticAut

original

bentic

original
original

original
original
original
authenticAut
duplicate

bentic

TA BLE

C10ck

e

1844
1847

re Autbentic
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ac1cauthenticauthentauthmentAut
original

hent

authentic
authenticAut
authentic

bentic

original
authenticqui
authentic

I1

tabbeTABLEtarle

ts

16

thaIXA

schoolroomSCHOOL

b

item

ROCH

belonged to date made by
or fromprom

original
or

authentic

books
chart
mormon couch
school desks

original
authentic
authentic
original

82

TABLE 15

BOYS BEDROOMS NORTHEAST AND NORTHWEST

item belonged tb date made by
or from

original
or

authentic

ladderbackladder
chair

back

bedstead
spread
shams
chair
washstand
chest
shaving

stand
curtains
chest
chair
quilts
bird prints

mendon
nauvoo
utah

nauvoo

new york

utah
utah
utahufah

N

ill
Y or

brigham young

ut pioneers
ut pioneers
william bell

william bell
ut pioneers
wilson

original
authentic
authentic
authentic
original

3hams

cha i r

made

Brighamoharohamm
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TABLE 17

FORMAL DINING ROOM

item belonged to date made by
or from

original
or

authentic

gas
chandelichandelierschandeniChan ersdelidelldeil auerbachsAuer

radiators
bachs

china cupboard 1890
table & chairs
buffet
console tables
carpet
painting 1850

original
original
authentic
authentic
authentic
authentic
duplicate
authenticAut

TABLE

bentic

18

1880 BEDROOM

itemI1

picture

tem

picture
lithographs
wedding dress

chest
dresser
bed

belonged to
or from

clara decker
lion house
germany
clarissa

spencer

original
authentic
authentic

original
originalorig3naloriginal
original
authentic

date made by original
or

authentic

0ri9 3
0 na 1
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tameTABLETAMH 19

1888 SITTING ROOM

item belonged tbto date made by
or from

original
or

authentic

side chairs
chair & settee
carpet
lamp
piano

original
authentic
authentic
authentic
authenticAut

TABLE

bentic

20

GARDO ROOM

item belonged to date made by
or from

original
or

authentic

side chairs
mirror
settee
two chairs
music cabinet
rods

wardrobe
desk
love seat
gold chairs

france
france
franceprancefranca
france

flemington
N sj

france

original
original
original
original
authentic

authentic
original
original
original
original

tvo
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TABLE 21

PLAYROOM

item belonged to date made by original
or fromprom or

authentic

chests
castironcast

stove
iron

doll beds
pewter dishes
wood blocks
marbles
doll clothes clarissa young
childjschilds piano
oil lamp 1867

authenticAut

authentic

bentic

authentic
authentic
authenticauthentauthment
authentic
original
authentic
authentic

IC

hilds

Authent
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ITEMS ORIGINAL TO THE BEEHIVE house110bouse110HOUSEBOUSE

theab1b

110ilollo

followinge list contains items original to the beehive

house or items which belonged to brighamBrig youngharmharohamm or members of his

immediate family

the mo thertery s ro omooroomm

snakefootsnakerootSnake tablefoot made by brigham young at his carpentry factory at
mendon

picture album

linen handkerchief

hairpin lace apron

large silk handkerchief made from silk produced by the silkworm

industry established by brighamBrig youngharmharohamm

hair wreath picture

coverlet in cradle

buttery

goldbandgold chinaband and china monogrammed B Y

small goblets

waterford glasses

sugar shaker

chicken 200 years old

silver salt dishes

lloyoung110youngoYoungll110llolio etYoung aleaiealy opjsxj

87
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silversliverslivey in chest monogramroedmonogram withmoedroed beehive insignia and silver

with B Y monogram

B Y water bellbeil

large clear glass compote

glasscoveredglass cakecovered compote

front hall

oak clock

doorbell

william bell chair part of brigham youngyoungs public works project

glasscoveredglass dovecovered

brigham youngsyounglyounga sitting roombedroomroom

beaver

bedroombedroora

hat

cane used by brigham young when entering the great salt lake

valley in 1847

flag picture

handkerchief

painting of brigham young mary ann angell and their seven children

oil painting of the prophet joseph smith by john hafen

hair wreath picture made from the hair of his daughters

cherrywoodCherry secretarywood containing books which belongedbelobeio tongOd brigham

young and his family hymn books the millennial star and

the doctrine and covenants dates no later than 1877

dictionary

bible encyclopedia

on the secretary marble paper weight

gold pen

B am s

entering
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letter to brigham young from his son

daguerreotype of iiyrum smith

swivel desk chair

lady franklin stovestovsaov
picture albums belongingbelonginbelongia to mary ann angell young and lucy decker

young the two wives who resided in the beehive house

center table

chair with beehives carved in it
lamp on center table

wardrobe

southeast sitting room

threepiecepiece red velvet set
hymn book

four pulluppull chairsup

silk shawl first silk made from silkworm industry

brigham young monogrammed fruit compote

round table made by brigham young

bookcase which contains books up to the period of 1877

tilttoptilt tabletop by stove

clock on mantel

biblesiblebibiesibie on stand

glass bottle B Y monogrammed

black horsehairhorse chairhairbair from salt lake theatre
most of the bric a brac on the corner whatnot

daughjberf s bedroom pink

bed

washstand

e

i ti

three

stove

belonging
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wardrobe

kensington tapestry over washstand

apron on settee

handkerchief

silver mug

wax doll

little wicker arm chair

doll clothes

red velvet parlor chair later used in the starts dressing room

of the old salt lake theatrene
tbletabiable

atreatze

candle holder

album

music box

dresser

wardrobe

chamber mug

longdong hall

the brocatellecatellebrocatelloBro draperies were reproduced from a sample of the

original material used in the room

crystal chandeliers originally hung in the first tabernacle that

was built on the southwest corner of temple square they

are now reconstructed with crystal drops and shades

marble clock on mantel

oil painting over fireplace on east wall carried across the plains

by mary ann angell

black ostrichfeatherostrich fanfeather

e

9
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solid walnut table this table is the one shown in the picture of

brigham young and his family which hangs over the mantel

in his room

piano belonged to brigham young brought across the plains made by

decker & son pin block new york

older daugh terrteer s bedroom blue

oval walnut picture hair wreath made from the hair of brigham young

oil painting of brigham young probably painted from a photograph

about 1860

corner whatnot

bric a brac

two albums

bedroom furniture bed dresser and washstand

chair

bible

gardo room

wardrobe

pairfair of gold chairs

baboretabore table

florentine mirror

love seat

desk

1888 sittin roomillroom111roomily

tvoIWO victorian renaissance side chairs

sitt ing

ns

1

br cL

111wilcox 920220
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dresser

mansmars chest of drawers

chaichair

baby coverlet

lace counterpane and pillow shams

wedding dress and shoes

boysboyboxsj bedrooms

diplomas on walls

chairs

chest of drawers

portrait of joseph and hyrum smith

N

school room

three desks

copy books

school box

chairs

coverletCb

play

verletveriet

room

trunk filled with doll clothes

play dishes

cupboard

paneled reception hallhailhali

bookcase containing volumes of books dating up to 1877 many

are first editions

oil portrait 0 f brigham young

r

threedesks

smi tb
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large mirror

formal inzng boororooroiooqioos

crystal

dewisewi

chandeliers

room

radiators

canebottomcane

sewing

chairbottom

cricket rocker

carpet rocker

william bell chair

marbletopmarble tabletop made by brigham young

chromo in gold frame

sidecideclde table

pantry

butter bowl

wooden ware

fruit cupboard

ice box

large platter
brown crock

bread box

dishes

milk pail

wooden spoons

pair of pewter lamps

canton plates

storatestomate box

dinip2

r

S

pan

bowaw1

chaj

inong



willlhilll

94

kitchen

three chairs

small rocker

rocker made by brigham young

washstand

dishes

flax wheel

butter bowl

wooden spoons

spice box

clock shelf

caster set
platter
sugar bowl

brass kettle

back hallhail and mens dining room

table made from the wagon box which carried president young to

the salt lake valley in 1847

one williamwliilam bell chair

wardrobe in hall

store

scales
gold leaf in glass jar

ha I1 I1 men s dini

am

which

cha ir
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photographs TAKEN DURING restoration
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fig 1 viview of beehive house with onestoryone porchstory

fig 2 beehive house from the back

0
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fig 3 enlarged section of the beehive house showing
completion of the secondstorysecond porchstory prior to 1888

fig 4 beehive house with ornamental fence added

ir
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figpig 5 log joists fig 6 oldO doorbell

fig 7 evidence of doorway

ai&i
fig 8 furring in

fig 9 concealed heating fig IO1010 long hall stove



fig ll1111.11li J W young staircase fig 12 Y stairway

rf1 j

fig 13 spiral progresses fig 14 spiral complete

fig 15 stove for parlor fig 16 carving

99
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fig 17 reception hall fig 18 secosecond floor

fig 19 hahall fireplace fig 20 formal dining
room
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PLANS AND DRAWINGS FOR mieTHEnie BEEHIVE HOUSE

101



102

figpig 21 flofloor plan of the beehive house first floor



floorfloorploor plan of the beehive house second floor
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fig 22
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fig 24 sectionsectional and elevation view of the
observatory
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fig 25 plaplans for the spiral staircase
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fig 26 truman 0 angellsangelas plans for the long hall
mantels
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APPENDIX B9

BEEHIVE HOUSE furnishings
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fig 27 theT mothers bedroom

fig 28 the mothers bedroom
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figpig 293029 Tthene30 buttery fig 31 doorbelldoorbe

fig 32 brigham youngs bedroomsittingbedroom roomsitting
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figpig 33 downstairs sitting room south end

pigfig 34 downstairs sitting room north end
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fig 35 kitchen

lt
fig 36 kitchen and pantry
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fig 37 mensmentsmen dining room

fig 38.38 family store



114

fig 39 theneT youngest daughters bedroom

fig 40 the long hall
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fig 41.41 the schoolroom

fig 42 theTI older daughters bedroomthe



nethe playroom
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fig 43 northwestnorthwe boys bedroom

figpig 44
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fig 45 1880 bedroom

fig 46 1880 bedroom
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fig 47 furnishingsfurnishin for the gardo room

fig 48 the gardo room



I1

119

fig 49 theT formal dining roomthe
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APPENDIX F

INCIDENTS RELATED 10 FINDING ITEMS

FOR

THE BEEHIVE HOUSE



husbandshusband chagrin when the call came to restore the beehive

house she was prepared she had acquired everything in the front

parlor most of the things in the 1888 victorian sitting room and

most of the items on the first floor there are over forty pieces

of furniture in the house that she had in her personal collection

and numerous furnishings

mrs wilcox has been called a person who lives in the past

the things of yesterday intrigue her and she has been collecting

stories and tales and antiques since she was a child she has a

sixth sense for history and can seem to feel the past mr

georgius cannon annothernotherannetheran committee member told her she could see

121

tanlan

IT HAD TO BBBE DONE

gwen Y wilcox was appointed as antiquarianantiquar3antiquary and researcher

for the restoration of the beehive housemouse the project was for-

tunate in that mrs wilcox had had an eightyeareight startyear on the

restoration she and her husband had purchased a place called

forest farm later they found that the farm had belonged to

brigham young in fact it was at forest farm that he first
attempted to set up a silkproducingsilk industryproducing

owning a home with such an intriguing background mrs

wilcox determined to restore the farm for eight years she had

been doing research to find out all she could about brigham young

and to collect items that hadbad once belonged to him or his families

she had the basement full of articles and the garage much to her



citcil
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122
through walls because of her uncanny sense of feeling the essence

112of what was even before the partitions and false ceilings

were removed from the long hall gwenowengaen described whatwha the room

would look like

with thisthlthi ability she put herself in the place of the

people who hadbad called the beehive house home the result is a

very apparent coziness and livedinlived feelingin as if brigham young

might walk in any minute one can even hearbear the clocks ticking

and chiming as hebe walks through the house

bishop beuhner and bishop wirthlinWirt hadbadhlinblinbiln told mrs wilcox

that the reason she and her husband had found forest farm and did

not know who it belonged to at first was because all this restora
1 j Q

tion hadbad to come about mrs wilcox felt that this was probably

true as all the church restoration started with the old farmhouse

their finding it and not knowing who it belonged to and then

finding out and starting to restore on their own

wilcox ojop cit
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113comeabout
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NEW chandeliers FOR 1118TOE LONGLONGHALLHALL

george cannon young hadbad taken gwen wilcox down to his car

to show her some chandeliers he hadbad in the trunk he had told

her they were in terrible condition and indeed they were they

had been up in the attic for forty or fifty years and were all
dusty they had mud wasps nests in them and they were all apart

naturally there was very little beauty there to see but gwen

wilcox with her typical insight exclaimed that they were the

most eautfultautiful things she had ever seen

georgius cannon had accompanied them to the car and he and

mr young were skeptical this time about mrs wilcoxwilcoxs acceptance

of this junk as mr young hadbad described it nevertheless mrs

wilcox hadbad faith in her judgementiudoementjud andgement took the chandeliers down

to hardy feltpeltfeit who she considered to be an expert in the repair of

chandeliers

she said hardy no one knows what this is like but me

and I1 think itsis terrific and it goes like this and this and

this at this point she made drawings in the air with her

hands mr felt knew exactly what she was talking about and

agreed that they were beautiful

after the chandeliers were restored mrs wilcox asked

permission from the rest of the committee to exchange them with

the chandeliers that were then handing in the long hall naturally

114wilcox114wilc114 opWilcox cit
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the committee was reluctant to do so until they could see whatwha

the chandeliers were like so she hungbung one downstairs in the

office and the committee was called in when georgious cannon

walked in hebe shook his hands and saidsald oh I1 should have never

questioned looking through walls to know what rooms were like
in the beginning 115113ildlid I1 certainly should never have questioned

that 116

needless to say she proved her point and the recon-

structed chandeliers were placed in the long hall

prefershreferssrefersprefers3 to1 her knowing what the long hall and other rooms
should look like before the partitions and false ceilings were
removed

wilcox oneope citecita
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THE LAST OPOF THEVE RODS

mrs wilcox was in clinton new jersey when she and a

companion decided to drive to flemington to see if they might findind
anything of use for the beehive house restoration they stoppedtopped

at a little shop run by catholic ladies for their hospital there
was an elderly lady in the shop and mrs wilcox started asking her

about everything she could think of when she got to cornicescornickscor

the

nices

woman remarked that she thought there were some in her attic
that had been there for years

mrs wilcox accompanied the woman to her home and to-

gether they crawled on their hands and knees along the trusses in

the attic to get to where the rods were located they were still
in their original wrappings and hadbad never been taken out

gwenowenQ mentioneden that she needed three cornicescornickscor thenices woman

told her there were only two mrs wilcox insisted that shesh6sha needed

three and she would pay for three this she did she then called

georgius cannon and told him that she had found these cornicescornicdscorniccorticescorcoc

but

nices

that the woman insisted there were only two she did not know

because they were still in their wrappings nevertheless they

were on their way to utah

the cornices were shipped directly out strange as it may

seem when they arrived there were three minus one of the finial
motifs even strangerstr wasangert the fact that the rods fit the windows

exactly just as if they had been made for them
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I1 ohtoh no I1 never use the word luck

I1 think lucks about the loosest word in the world imimoimm never

sure what word I1 want to use but I1 know why things are found and

why houses are put together

loosioosest

126

when mrs wilcox was asked if she would call this luck or

something else she replied

tt

earlier when she was talking about her ability to see

through walls she mentioned that she was not sure how a person

could see through walls thattha it must be that the restoration was
0

something that had to be done so one picked up from what was there

perhaps the word mrs wilcox wants is revelation what-

ever the word the finding of many of the articles for the beehive

house was spm e th ing qjll

if

t

something moremoze than luck
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ABSTRACT

this study has been an attempt to examine the design

restoration and furnishings of the beehive house to determine

the degree to which the home was accurately restored and to

learn more about the key furnishings within the home

the answersan tosteerssivers four questions have formed the body of

the thesis
1 what was the historical background of the beehive

house to the time of its restoration
2 to what extent is the s tjgjuratj 1gjura gstotqg authen-

tic to the time of brigham young

3 whatwha itemstitemstatems were originally found in the beehive house

4 to what extent are the furnishings appropriate to

the beehive house

history

the beehive house was designed by truman 0 angell and

brigham young in 1853 to serve as the official residence of

brigham young it was constructed of adobe and patterned after
the new england colonial architecture

the home was occupied by 1 two of brigham youngs wives

mary ann angell young until 1860 and lucy decker young 1860-

1888 2 john W young 188818921888 31892 several prominent families

189218981892 41898 two latter day saintsalat church presidents 189819181898 1918

structural restorationgiura



associassoni

2

and 5 under the direction of the YWMIA q young working

women 192019591920 restoration1959 was announced in 195919590

thene home was altered in appearance by john W young and

the young womens mutual improvement association the grounds

were altered when state street was widened

honors were placed upon the home in 1935 by the historic
american buildings surveysurvey2surveys and in 1935 by the utah pioneer trails
and landmarks association

structural res restorationtqration

thene beehive house was restored as far as was possible to

its original state with previous alterations being utilized as

long as they were appropriate

the original fourteen rooms were restored other restored

rooms show conditions typical of the brighamBrig younghamoharohamm period or

laterlatec

thene front twostorytwo portionstory of the building is mostly as

it was during early days from the reception hall back rooms

have been altered to show areas original to the home but the

floor plan is not as it was during brigham youngyoungs time

furnishings

those11 furnishingsioselose not original to the home belonged to

members of brigham youngyoungs families or were used in the lion
house or are authentic to the period

attempts are being made to replace those items that are

not as appropriate to the period as they should be

0 ationeadione

furnishi

1

wewereplacedreplaced

Furnishi



lavienlgvien

3

although it cannot be said that the beehive house is

onehundredone hundredbundred per cent correct in its structural restoration and

refurbishing itlt can be said that as a result of the restora-

tion

restoralrestoraw

we have been given a legacy of victorian design as related

to interior design and decoration and as interpreted by the

mormon pioneers

gwen wilcox stated that the restoration of the beehive
house was believed to be approximately twothirdstwo correctthirds

restoraW
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