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A STUDY OF THE RELIGIOUS ATTITUDES AND CCNCLEPTS OF THE
PECPLE OF ESCALANTE, UTAH, FROL 1876 TO 1930.

CEAPTER I

INTAODUCTIGH

doecial groups are dynamic and never at a stay,
like the individual members which compose the group.

They progress or digress depending upon the nature of the
changes which they bring sbout.

Mormonism as & soclal entity must of necessity
change, charnge as surely as the position of the shadow of
tne oak changes as the earth revolves under the sun's rays.

In the hundred odd yesars of the existence of
Mormonism many changes have taken place. Transitional
epochs through which Mormonism hae and is passing &are
eagily discernible and of significant and far-reaching
eftfects.

What factors have brought about thsse changes?

Are these factore equally common and potent in every Lormon
commnunity; or do some communlties chenge faster or slower
than others; and are those changes taking coursee in the
game or guite opposite direotions?

These are problems which commend themselves most
earnestly to our attention. Since the particular lormon
community, wnich ias the object of this study, is soceislly

and religiously howmogeneous, changes which take place will
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in all probability take rather definlte trends, and
asewne definite characteristics.

Do tne people retain their traditional doetrinal
attitudss, or have they dsparted into other types of
religious thought?

The nature of the religious attitudes and
concepts of the people of one of these Liormon soclal groups,
and the factors which have determined what these attitudes
and concepts are, and why they are, ag they do exist, is the
problem of this study.

Religious attitudes and concepts shall mean in thie
present atudy, the religious beliefs held by the members,
and the way in whiech they ordinarily respond to those
beliefs.

Stetement of Problem.

The problem of this study ie to determine the
religious attitudes of the people of Escalante, Utah,
according to ege groups, with an idea of determining whether
the opinions which are heald by the people are different for
various sge groups and to determine if posgeible, the causes
for this difference, if there be any.

Purpose of This Survey.

Eecalante offers 8 unigque exnmple of & ruare type

of village or community life, similar in some respects to
gther distinctively Mormon communities, yet in other
regpects, very diifersnt.

These differences have existed from the very



beginning of the establishment of this community down to
the present. The effects of theese &nd other conditions are
reflected in the soccial, polltical and religious lives of &
people.

The purpose of this survey is to determine as
far as possible what Bre the religious atiitudes and concepts
of these people.

Explunation of lMethod.

l, The materisl for this study was gathered by the
writer by means of the questionnsire. MLty people from the
entire town of Escalante were arbitrarily selected as being
representative of the three uge groups studied. The writer
is convinced by & very close association and acguaintance
with all the people of Escalante for the past five years,
that the answers given by the fifty individuale interviewed
are truly representutive of the particular age group each
reprasents.

2. Ward records, carefully studied, covering the
entire religious activities of the people of Escalante were
selected, and minutes of Past and Testimony meetings were
selected at rendom for periocds of time of five and ten years
apart from the sarliest recorded meeting down to the present
time. These wmlnutes portray the actual religlous attitudes
of the people of that particular perioed.

Jds A third and finul source of material is the
personal testimonies or religious experiences of individuals

in sach of these age groups, Thesa testimonigls wWere giwen



in each case without hesitation &and zre in substance the
same 85 each individual has publicely made once or many

times bpefore or sinee he declured them to the writer.



CHAPTER II

HISTURICAL BACKGRIUND OF LSCALANTE

The valley in which the town oi Escalante ie
located was first called Potato Valley by the early settlers.
The name Potato Valley was suggested because of the abundance
of Indian potatoes or artichokes found growing there when
the sarly settlers arrived, rather than because of the
sbundance of cultivated potatoes produced by the llormen
settlers later.

The village founded in Potato Valley wag named
Escalante in honor of Padre lLscalante, the Spanish priest
who explored the Great Bsgin in 1776 and pessed through the
territory which now constitutes the Btate of Uteh, Jjust one
hundred years before the settlement of Escalante, [Utah,
began, The settlers of Escalante did not bellave that the
priest Lscalsnte had Journeyed through that perticular
region, but the nuaue wus suggested to them by lir. Thompson
of the United States udological survey, at tue time he nade
a trip through the valley. He told the settlers of Lscalante's
explorations snd stated that at that time Utah hud done
nothing outstanding in the honor of his name, so the naume
was adovted,

Discovery zand Betilement.

In 1866, during the Black Hawk War, & group of

Lormon Cavalryuen in pursuit of Indians discovered Potato

Valley. Settleqent did not begin, however, until 187&.



In February 1876, eix men from Beaver, Utah, came
into the valley in search o suitsble range for livestock.
About the same time men fLrom Pungultch paessed over tas
Escelente mountalns and came into the valley in sezrch of
a8 milder cliimute and explored the region for the purpose of
establisning new homes. (The settlements of Pangultch and
Eeaver are both much older communities than Escalante. )

In the Fall of 1875 & trail was buillt over the
Esealante mountains into Potato Valley. The first wagons
entering the valley were taken apart and conveyed by pieces
over places impossible for an aseembled wagon to pass.

In that year the townsite was sBelected in the valley
on the north side of the lLscalante creek and farms lands
compriging 224 acres each wers allotted to each settler.

The methods used in wmaiking the survey were
primitive, but proved to be effective. The exact directicns,
north and south, were dotermined by means of plucing & tall
pole firmly into the ground, then at uwidnight znother pole
was placed into the ground directly in alignment with the
first pole and the North Ster. Official surveys luter show
that this primitive method of determining exset north and
south direct.ons was surprisingly seccurate. From this line
another was drawvn at right angles which gave them accurate
gast and west directions.

During the spring and autumn monihs flood waters
often rushed down the Escalante oreek which, during the

oLtler seagons of the jyear, was 84 mare brook meanderirg



through grassy meadows, with willows and cottonwood trees
growing along the sides of the stream. (At present ihe
former creek bed has become & gorge endangering the very
farme situated along its banks.)

Due to these sudden flood waters the early settlers
abandoned theilr original townsite on thne north bank of the
river, and decided to build upon the south side of the cresk
wpon higher and more irregular ground.

By community effort & canal was begun in April 1576,
and & company was formed on the basis of one share of waeter
to each acre of land. This water was paid for by labor
upon the construction of the canal.

It wag by the recommendation of William Alvey that
the townsite was changed from the north to the south side of
the creek and he was first to locate on the new townsite.
The first structure erectcd there was & cellar or dug-out
about 12 feet square. This was used by the women of the
setilement ag & place of shelter irom =evere weather,

The Zirst structure erscted for public gathering was
a willow bowery where Sundey religious services were held.

As loyal American citizens they observed in fitting
style the Fourth of July. Ite bLeing the centennial year,
the ocgasion wes of doubls significuncoe., Since no better
flag could be seoured, the pecople hoisted & striped woolen

Iava jo blenket upon a tall pole and unfurled it to the breeze.

Purpose for Zettlement.

lost 8ll tne early settlements of Utah were mude
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northeast of Bryce Canyon. The population is 1065, and
all are mambers of the Church of Jeeus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, or lMormons.

The present inhabitents of Escalante are elther
the old ploneers who moved to that locality, or the descendants
of those early settlers., Only a few others have moved in dur-
ing the past fifteen or twenty years. These people &re nearly
all related through kinship or by msrriage.

The two chief economie activities of Escalante are
stock-raising and farming, about 90 per cent of which is stock-
raising.

Escalante is isolated by great distances and natural
barriere from all other towns and cities in Utah. The
nearest railroad point is st lMarysvale, Utah, a distance of
some ninety miles.

Only one sutomobile road leads into Escaelante, and
that is not graveled at points where it traverses the Escelante
mountain range at sn selevation 9,000 feet above sea level.

The country seurrounding Escalante is wild, rugged and
picturesque. To the west and north are lofty runges fising
to & height of from ¢,000 to 10,000 feet., To the south and
east lies the rugged broken deseret, extending to the Colorado
River - a distance of fifty miles.

The stock runge has been over-graged in the past
twenty yesrse and the soil, denuded of ite veggtation, has
eroded until considerable damage hus been done.

The slevatlion of Lscalante is L7000 feet above sea
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level. The average mean annual rainfall is leas than 12
inches a«nd the mean annusl tempersture is 4B.,6 degrees, with
the nighest tempersture otf 87 degrees and the lowest 25 degrees
below zero.

The stock owners of thie community grsze thelr herds
upon the range throughout the entire year, no hay being fed
to the range stock in the winter tims.

Ususlly the stoeck ownsr employs herders, while he
hioself remuins at home with but 1little responsibility or
duty to demand his attentiocn.

Other stock owners, or those who rent herds on shares,
combine thelr herds and one member of tha group cares Ifor the
stock on the range one month and the otier member or rmembers
remain at home during that pericd of time, Then the one who
spent a month with the lLierd returns home and the other member
tales his turn.

This situation has created & great deal of leisure
tine, which could be used profitably by improving the houes,
grading the streets, and doing other things to improve the
econditions ol the community. But it 1k not done. Escalante
gannot boest one graded street or construeted sidewulk in the
catire TOWH.

Vieltors to ZEscalante invariubly observe the ifdlisness
in evidente and wonder why scores and sometimes 8 hundred or
more able-bodied men are upon the streets and in the shops
doing nothing.

Promising young men, but recently returned from
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successful missionary service for the Church, often take up
stock-yaising, and through lack of sveial andreligious
intluences scon drop into carelees and indifferent liabite of
life.

Hecuuse ot the faet that these men are away Irom home
with their live-stock sbout helt the time, 1t is diffienlt
for them to keep in close contact with social and religious
influences. They often refuse to hold church positions
because they feel that they cannot do Justice to them and
serve &8s they feel the position requlres.

There are very tew professionally trained people in
the town. In fact, the school tezchers are the only people of
fixed residence who have any technicel training.

Itinerant dentists and ocullsts vislt Escalante once
aevery three months, and practiecing physiciuns seldom vislt -
but once & year.

The local electrieal plant has been in operation for
about five yesrs, but it has not been able to render service
during the three coldest winter months of each jyear.

There is no piped water system in the comminity. The
gources ol water supply for house usie are privately owned wells
and cisterns. liany tamilles hsul water from the Escalante
eresk in barrels throughout the entire year.

Gramnar grade school is of seven months' duretion,
while the Nigh school continues nine morithe during 1hae yesr.
llest of the amusements and entertainment are sponsered by

ioeal orgenizations such as tihe nigh sehool, lutual Inprovement



Assogiation and tne L. D. S. Seminary. Ocossionelly &
travellng troupe coumes to town, and once or twice & month a
movie is shown.

Thase locully sponsered enterteinments are usually of
a high morsl tone and severzl loecsl entertainers hawve acqulred
@ surprising abvility as dramatists and singers.

Old and young alike participate in the leeal public
danees. It is surprising to a8 visitor to see how well and
gregefully the purents &nd grendparsnts dance. It 1s not at
all unusual to ssge & grandfsther darncing the latest dances
with easge and grece accompenied by his winsome granddauglter,

And thus life moves on in Escalarnte. No rush, bustle
nor worry besets her. Why mar this day with the fears, rueh,
anxieties and fatigues to which modern industry is heir, when,
for centuries ag¢ne and tc come, deye like these huve and will
gome and go - days laden with subtile intriguing urge to enjoy
life, rest - for are not man's days already too rew &nd rull
0z trouble Tor him to expose himself unduly to the sting of
thut insiducue bug - Aunerdeanitis? AV best, but a few more
days and him the all beholding sun shall see no more in all
her course, then let him live today and the next as befits
her honor, letting onliy dire necessity of the gevereast
expedliency desecrate the day end tue even teuor of his way
with toil.

Pieturesgus, rugged, repelling, alluring, far-dlstent,
nesr, wmysticald, home, 8 strunger 1in 8 strange land, seautiful,

grotesgue, the threat and aceompanying lure of purple distances,
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lonliness, the Jjolliest and vest of good comjunionship,
Tals is Lspslantes to ons, who in the love of nature nolds
gommunion wilth hexr Invisiblae Zorms and potent mystical
Tewdities.

Phese she nas reflected in her children - idiosyncrasies
9f wnich they ure entirely unconscious, yet to which they

universally and irrevocably react.



CHAPTER III

A COMPARISON OF HELIGIOUS ATTITUDES OF THE INBABITANTS
OF ESCALANTE

Table I represents a comparison of age groups of
opinions concerning the following doctrinal points. Follow-
ing wsach doctrinal question are the answers "yes" and "no"
for each age group, then horizontally across the page to the
right in the last two columns the total nuuber of times
that each "yes" and "no" was utated by each of the fifty
people interviewed,

This table containsg twenty three doctrinal polnts
and occcupies three pages of data.

For convenience in refsrring to the three age
groups designation will be uiade by letters "4", "B" and "gt.
First group, ages 1o to 40 will be represented by A, second
group, ages 41 to 70 by B, and third group, &ges 71 to 86

oy C.



TABLE I

A Comparison by Age Groups of Opinlons Concerning the
following Dootrinal Points.

Dootrinal Points

16540

Age
41-70

Age
71-87

0f.al

Tots 1& |

Total

T0T.1l0
EB:H0 el

00 yeBino

veg:no

l. I beliesve it to be my
strict duty as a member of the
L. D. By Churaoh to 4o every-
thing I am commanded to do by
the Church suthorities.

2 All vur General Authoritias

(the 26) ure divinely c¢hosen,
and duly inspired to direct
the Church in their specific
callings.

de Goud the father, znd His Son
Josus Christ are two separate
and distinee perconuages.

4. We are certuein as to our
anowledge concerning the
Godhead.

e God is anthropormorphic
(in the form of wmenj.

6e The earth will soon be
renswed and become & glorious
abode Zor the righteous.

T« It has possibly taken
millions of years For the
earth to reach its present
condition, and it will 1ikely
dapide 1ts present lews Ior
many more ages to come.

He We dre to look forwasrd in
the near future to the build-
ing of a grestl teuple in
Juelkson County, llissouri.

Total

16

1o

16

15 1

1o 1|

13 S5

13 g

1b 1

20

20

20

l& | 6

8|1

12 2

14

14

14

14

14

14

4%

ou

58]

&

19,

47

dd

48

17

3]

119 g

1L65 | 7

102 10

574

20



TABIE I

A Comparison by Age Groups of Opinions Concerning
the following Doctrinal Poinis
(Continued)

Ace Age Age
lo-40 | 41-70 |71-8B7
0t.16) Tove.20 | Tot.14& | Totel
Doctrinal Points YEBIN0 |vas:no yesino |[yes:no

9, We expect the "Loat Tribes"
to come to Zion en masse from
the "North Country"™ where they
have been hidden. 12 4 18 2| 14 44| 6

lu. We believe that the
"Millennium" is to take placse
in the near future. 11 B B0 14 45| b

11, The "Millennium" will be
brought about by the sudden
advent of God to the earth. 9 7] 19 10 Bl 6| 287|823

12. The "Millenunium" will be
brought about solely by the
gfforts of great men and
nations who desire and have
the ability to check disease,
war and misery and to supplant
them with proper attitudes,
ideals and motives for servies,
education and friendly co-
operation, 7 9/ 10{ 10 6 8| 23|27

l4. This Chureh will never
chunge its pregent principles
and ordinunces. 12 4| 1lg| 4 Bl 6| 36|14

14, This Churech will likely
ghange some of its present
fundemental bellefs as the
changing needs of its members
may appear to warrant, 9 7 Bl 12 Tl 7| 24|26

15, No fundamental change in
this church can or will be
made without direct revelation
through the Prophet, Seer and
Revelator of the Churech. P| 9 9 11 4| 10 20 30

Total 67 | 45| 91 49 61| 37 329 1ll1l




TaBll 1

A Comparison by Age Groups of Opinions Concerning
The following Doetrinal Points

(Continued)
Age Age Age | o
16-40 41=70 | 71-47
ot $.20] Tof, 14| Total

Doectrinsl Points yes:no |ye8:no fes:no |yesino
16, FMundamental changes may
occur as legders in this
Churceh see fit in their
wisdom t0 make such changes
85 BEeem proper. 2] T ALl 9 14 4| 40| 20
17. Next only to Jesus Christ,
the Prophet Joseph Smith was
the greateat religlous teacher
in the world's history. 16 20 14 ol 0
18. Only worthy Laetter-Day
Salnt members will be saved. S| 13 6| 14 4 11| 12| 38
19. All moral upright people
will be saved in their proper
degrea of merit. 16 18 2 14 4B 2
20, The ILatter-Day Saints
heve tne only true church
wiiolly free Ifrom error. 14| 2 | 17 S 14 45 b
21, All religions contain
gome good, but uwnegually. 1Bl 1| 19 1 14 48 o
22. Is there an absolutely
perfect religion in existence
at present. 21 7| 16 4 14 1| 48] 12
£5. Each religious system is
becoming more true znd perfect
48 11 discards non-esgsentials
and discovers new truths
wihile retaining the old. 14| 2| 17 3 13 1| 44 6

Total 96| 42 |124| 36| 98 17315 86
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Several conclusions are obvious to the reader after
his study of Table I, containing the &4 doetrinal points.
All three groups, A, B and C, show & striking agresuent in
point of view, Also, these groups represent a very orthodox
point of view - one held by Church members generally many years
4o, but no longer regarded as literal, and in a few cases,
the Church uuthorities have recently taught that the people
were not to expect a literal fulfillment or realization of a
given previously-hoped-for event, such as the bullding of a
great temple in lissouri, or the coming of the Lost Tribes
to Zion.

It will be observed however, that in some answers
4 and B asesume a point of view departing from the traditional
doctrinal attitude.

Answers from all three groups to guestion fifteen
may be misleading unless tne reader has in mind what the
three groups were attempting to unswer, From the Lilty
answere only tweniy said "yeg", and thirty sazid "no". The
latter were not denying that it les the prerogative of the
Church president to eflfeot fundamentsl changes when revealed,
but they are usserting that (guestion 14) it is possible
for fundamental cnanges to take place regurdless of their
being initiated by the President. This explanatiocon is
Justified by the reaction made to guestion sixtesn,

All three groups are unanimous in accepting Joseph
omith as the second greatest religious teacher.

Answers to elghteen and nineteen indicate a whole-
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gome tolerance toward other churchas, yet twenty indicate
that this is not due to relative perfection of other
churches, but love of human brotherhood, regardless of
opinions held.

Answers t0 question twenty siiow the general asteen
in whieh the walidity of the Chureh is regarded, A and 3
deviating slightly.

It would appecr that twenty-three ie self-evident
and one would not expect any "no's", yet there are some
golored folk who would not like certain songs even if they

were gZood.
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Table II contains two sge groups. The first
group includes B males and 14 females, all under HU years
of age. The second group containe l4 males and 14 females,
aell over o0 yeasrs of age.

The dootrinal points in both Table I and Table II &re
the same.

In Tuble II an sttempt is made to see if there are
differences of opinions between males and FTemales within the
group itself as well as differences bpetween the groups as a
whole,.

It will be observed that the totale in Table I and
Table 1I, are necessarily the sume, since we are dealing with
the ssme individuale, in respounse to the same guestions, the

difference being in age groups and the classificuation of sex.



TABLE II

A Comperison of Opinicns of llales and Females according to
Age Groups concerning the following Doctrinal Points.

&nﬁar 6( years | Over bBQ years

ale |fMeumale |llale Female | Total
Doctrinal Points ¥68:00 [yes:no | yes:nolyes:no |yes:no

l. I Belisve it 1to be
my striet duty as a
member of the L. Ds S
Church to do evesrything
I am commanded to do by
the Church authorities,.| B 13 1112 2 |14 47 3

2. All our Ganeral t
Authorities (the 26) I
are divinely chosen,
and duly inspired to
direct the Church in
their spedific callings| 8 14 14 14 B0l O

$. God the Pather, and
Hie Son Jesus Christ
are Ltwo separate and
distinet personages. 8 14 14 14 Bo| 0

4. We ure certain as to
our knowledge concern-
ing the Godhaad. 8 15 1|14 14 49| 1

os God is anthropormor-
phie (in the form of
man) e 8 14 14 14 50| O

B+ The earth will scon
be renewed and becows
& glorious avode for
the righteous. 8 11 S| 14 14 471 3

T« It has poesibly
taken millions of years
for the esarth to resach
its present condition,
and it will likely
abide its present laws
for many wmore ages to
QOmE . ] 10 ik 8

Total b6 ' 0189 g1 90

Len) Hobl
[Ts
l—l
=3
%%
b
(5]
L
e



TABLE I1

A Comparison of Opinions of lales and PFemales according to
Age Groups conecerning the following Doetrinal FPoints.
(Continued)

Under S0 years

ﬂver_gé years

e

Dootrinal Foints yasino

Ba We are to look for-
ward in the near future
to the building of a
great temple in Jackson
County, lUissouri.

9. We expect the "Lost
Tribes" to come to Zion
en masse from the "North
Country" where they
have been hidden.

10, We believe that the
"Willennium" 18 to take
place in the near futurg

1l. The "Willennium"
will ©be brought about
Uy the sudden advent of
God to the earth.

12, The "Millennium"
will be brought about
solely by the efforts
cf great men and nationg
who desire and have the
ability to check discasg
war and misery and to
supplant them with
proper attitudes, ideab
and motives for service
gducation and friendly
cooperation.

15. This Church will
never change its present
Principles and
ordinances.

Total

lale |Female |lale Female Total
yes:no| yes:no|yes:no |yessino

8 13| 1 | 14 13 1| 48| 2

6] 2| 11l] 4|14 o 1| 44| 6

&5 & 12| 2 | 14 14 4Bl b

S50 B a1 b 717 B 6| 27123

5 3 Bl 9 71 7 & B| 23| 87
5 31 18| 2 gl B 110 41 36| 14
32 | 16| 62| 22| 63|19 |64 | 20|223| 17




TABLE II

A Comparison of Opinions of lales and Females according to

Age Groupe c¢oncerni

Contlnued)

the following Doctrinal Foints

Doetrinal Points

Lizle

Under 50 years
Female

Over ;E
Male

- —— = " =

) years
fMemalg

Total

yes:no

yea:

no

fessno

yesino

yes

ino

14, This Church will
likely change eome of
its present fundamental
beliefa as the changing
needs of its members
may appear to warrant.

1h, o fundamental
change in this Church
gan or will be made
without dirsct revela-

tion through ths Prophety

Seer and Revelator of
the Church.

1. Fundamental changes
mey ocecur a&s leaders in
this church see fit in
their wisdom to make
such changes as seem
proper.

17. Next only to Jesus
Christ, the Frophet
Jogeph Smith was the
greatest religious
teacher in the world's
history.

l5, Only worthy latter-
Day Saint members will
be saved,

19. All moral upright
people will be suved in
their proper degres of
merit.

14

la

11

14

15

10

14

15

14

20

au

b0

12

48

26

S0

20

48

Total

62

S2

bl

S

54

50

184

11

[#]



TABLE II

A Comparison of Opinions of llales and Femsles according to
Age Groups concerning the following Doetrinal Points.

(Continued)
Under {0 years| Over Eﬁ years
lale Female| lianle |Female | Total

Doctrinal Points yes:no yes:no yes:no |yesino |[yes:no
20, The Latter-Day
Saints have the only
true church, wholly
free from error. 6 2| 12| 2 |15] 1 |14 45| b
21, Al1 religions
contain some good, but
unegually. 7 1| 15| 1|14 14 48] 2
22. Is ther¢ an absolutg-
1y perfeect religion in
gexistence at present? 4 4 Bl 6 |15]| 1 |13 l| 48| 2
25, Each religious
system is becoming more
true and perfeet as it
discards non-essentials
and discovers new truthsg
while retaining the
cld. s I T N 5 I R e I Sl B 3| 44 6

Total 24 81|46 |10 | bs| 4 (62| 4 (185 1b
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Answers to the first five questions in Table Ll
show an almost unanimous agreement "yes". <Yhe only exceptlions
are wade by five females in the first group.

Opinions differ regarding question 7. [Two=-thirds of
the entire group believe the earth of recent ersation
geologieally, but 21l the men under b0 years think it was not
created by fiet, or even some 6,U0U years ago, but required a
grestar period cf tinme.

Angwers to elght egain show that there are two females
apart from the rest in their thinking. The same reason nay
be given for both answers to The ninth and tenth guestions.

Juestions 1l and 12 result in reverse totals as would
be assumed in the case of consistency from their points of
view.

The angwers to 17 show divided opinlons among uales
and females, and bLetween groups.

Then for the remainder ol the guestions they are agein
almoet uwhanimous when 1t comee to & choloe of belng orthodox

ar unorthodox in point of view.
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Table III contaline 2 different llst of doetrinal
points from that of Table I and II. Table III is & comparison
of the choice of opinione of wele snd feusle sceording to
age Zroups.

In this table aeversal propositions are stated relative
to & given subjeet and & choice is mude of the one believed
most fully to describe or define the spegiiic fuestion or

sunjeet involved.



TABLE LLd

A Comparison of the Cholce of Opinions of Mele and Female
acgcording to Age Groups, concerning the following
Doetrinal Points

Doctrinal Polnts

Age
15-40
ToT. 1o

Age
41-170

Age
71-8

7

SIS =L o)

TOT .

1&

1o

el

i 2 2

bk

-
- -

=

M o

lﬂ

L

2

1.
Ha

0.

de

=3

Ea
Ua

Cu

Se
s

Da
Ca

4.
a.
b

Cw

Chrligt is:

0Of divine psarentuge - the
Son of God.

Our human brother, who
reflected the divine in
:ﬂuﬂﬂiﬂd .

A great meral teuacher.

A perscnality of doubtful
nistoricity.

A mythical churacter.

Following death we shall
exlist aay

Angels.

Personal entitvies with all
requisite fuwoulties for
further growth and perfect-
100,

Spirits who are privileged
to reat after this present
eartin toll,

Heaven is:

A state 0f the wind, rather
tharn 4 definite locution.

4 place on earth.

A far distant plage of
bliss and rest.

A place of reward, union
with rignteocus loved oneas,
end an opporutnity for more
abundant life.

Hell i8:

A delinite place oI torment)

soul anguish regardless of
locution.

A place where God in unger
pours out His wrath upon
evil doers.

Total

12

12

1l

ll

10

lﬁ 1B

29

Sl

[ £

J
10

15

&d

535

4U

34

U

82

104



TABLE IIX

A Comparison of tihe Choice of OUpinions ol lale und Female
according to Age Groups, concerning the following
Doetrinal Pointe. (Continued)

Age Age Age
16=40 | 41-70 |71-57
Tot. 10 | Tob.0U| Tot.14%| Totel

Doatrinal Pointe W, PIR ;P | WP | L ¥

ds A place or situstion pro-
vided whereby those who do
wrong are corrected and

reforued., 1) 5| 2 3| 2 B| 6
8. We alone make our "Heaven",
or "Hell". 1 i 1 i =

be Satan, or Lucifer is;

ae« Werely & symbol of evil,
but not & real personslity.

be A reoal spirit belng who
evar plans the downfall of
mankind. 4| 18| 9| 11| 9 Bl 22|28

Q. Our own base animal natures
in discord with the
gconstructive forces of our
greatest development.

bs liiracles sre;

a, Things believed in by superd
stitious people, as unnat-
ural performances by God
gr his angeis.

b. Happings or events, not
contrary to the laws of
nature, but 1In harmony with
higher laws of nuture, and
wade operative through the
power of faith in God. & 18 9| 114 2 6| 22| 28

t. Discoverles and operations
of lawe of sclence.

7. The creation of the earth
was brought about by:

g. Direct and lmmedliate command
of God. 1 2 2 b 3 i 6| 10

b. A long process of accumula=-
tion, growth and organize-
tion of ..aterials by natural
forces. J) 10 7

(o]
ch
I

16| 18
Total 131 40 30137 1291 161 72l 92
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Here agein a surprising unanimity of opinion or
beiief exisets both between males and feuales und among the
three age groups.

These unawers reveal the fmet thaet they heve all
recelved definite teachlings regarding certain doctrinal
teachings of the Church.

The totsl number of "yes's" and "no's" inm each
general guestion aggrepgating 60 in each instance.

It could scarscely be expected that all would agree
%o the same proposition in o, for eye nath not seen nor
ear heard so far as the exact detsils in the mutter are
inown, Heaven were not heaven if we really knew what it
were, By the same token 4 is answered. All agree in b %o
the statement that Satan is a real being or personality.

In v all agree as to what miracles really ars.

To 7, thirty four people believe that the earth came
into existence by the operation of netural forces while

16 think it was by [iat of God.
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The responses to the three foregolng tables indicate
but very small dirferences existing among the opinions held
by mwembers oi the various age groups, and aleo very little
differences between members within sach group. The general
trend is decidedly in favor of a strict adherence to
traditional Church doctrinme. 1In many cases they retain old
beliefs now no longer shared by Church members in general.

Thig condition clearly indiecates that the people of
Eseslunte are as they are because 0f environment and breed-

ing.



CHAPTER IV

ANl ACCOUNT OF RELIGIOUS TRAINING AWD A RECOAY OF THE MINULES
UF SACRALKNTAL MEETINGS OF THE PEOPLE OF LoCALAUTE

Early week-day religious training began in the
village of Escalante while it was a part of Panguitch Stake.

In 1892 a Seminary certificate and license was issued
chartering the Seminary which was to be established at
Eescalante. A copy of the license follows:

"Genersal Board of Education of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-lday Saints.

"Be it known that the Staxze Board of Education of the
Punguiteh Staxke of Zion is hereby authorized to conduct A
Church School of the Semlnary Grade st Escalante, Garfield
Co. To be known as Lecalante Ward Seminary.

"On condition that the said School be conducted
strietly in asccordance with the rulee and regulstions which
have been, or which may be, prescribed by us, or by our
authority for the guidaence of Church Schools.

"Given at Salt Iake Yity, Utah, January 2nd, 1893.
"In behalf of the Board,
(signed) Wilford Woodruff, President,
(3eal) (signed) Geo. Reynolds, Secretary."”

The following is & copy of the minutes:

"Escalante, Sept. 17th, 1895. The Lscalante Seminary
Bosrd met. BPI A. P« Bohow Praﬁlﬂ.ing- Bro. C. G. lieaser &a
Ge S« Nuttal is present with us.

"Councilor KB. Twitchell opened by prayer. Bro. lleaser
said teacher would need & recomend from him and & license
from President Snow. C. G, lezger promised to write us from

Panguitch. Dismissed by E. A. Griffin."



The instructor of the Seminary classes was Lewis
Bushman, who also taught the disiriet school. He was pald
for both services by the Church. He taught both the disgtrict
school and the Seminary for five consecutlve years, beginning
in 1893.

A school pupil's English composition paper of that

period reflects the condition then existing.

"Compesition on our Native Town"

"Our native town is lLscaelante & small village
gituation in Garfield Co.

"It lies in the Southern part of Utah. It is
surrounded on the East and West by a chain of
llountains on the South by a desert and on the North
by Escalante Creek whieh rises in the Rocky
lountains and flows East and emptys into the
Colorado River. Its producss are butter, cheese
and wool and grain are also raised such as Weat,
Oats, Corn snd Barley and potatoes and other
vegetables are raised.

"And verlous ikkinds of frults.

"Becalante is & florshing little village with

about 7 hundred inhabentse most &ll of them profeses
to be Latterdays seints.”

(Signed) WMiss lMartha Spencer.
The following record of Testimony and Past-day meetings
will also give an idea of the religious thoughts, ecectivities
and aspirations of the people covering the various periods
of time from the sarliest recorded meetings down to the

present.

These Mast and Testimony meetings are held once
each month for the purpose of giving any and all members

of the Church on opportunity to express theuselves regarding
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religious matters of interest.

A wide range of originality 1s allowed the members
"ag they may feel led" in order to best present what they
desire most Lo express.

In most cases those who take part, do so by making
an address to the congregation, but sometimes they sing,
0or reguest the cholir to sing some favorite Churoh hymn.
Others desire to pray and in rare instances someonse mMAY SpPeal
in tongues, and it 18 usually interpreted by either the one
who spoke in tongues Or by some other member of the congrega-
tion.

Or, agaln, someone may utter prophecy. The minutes
of the meetings which follow tell what was done during that
period of time:
Esoalante, Junuary 3, 18%9.

"Y.l.leToA. met in the school house culled to order
by Bro. H. OStokes. Opened by singing. Prayer by Henry
Stokes. Instructions of Bro. Wells and Hardy as reported
in the Deserst NHews was read by Brod. 4. ostokes, H. otokes
was then chosen as President, Robert P. 4llen, lst Councilor
Orson W. Allen, Secretary, James B. Woolsey as 2nd Councilor,
Louis Deul, Assigtant secretary, Jos. H. DSpencer, Treasurer.
Lewis Adams and Rulin Collet as deacons for one month.

"The following brethern were then chosen to apeak
the next month; A. P. Schow from the Bible, J. H. Spencer
from the Book of llormon. H. Stokes to read postry, J.C.Jdacobs
to write an essay. P. Q0. Allen to spesk on Church History,
James Schow to deliver é&n address, Resolved that we hold
meeting ceturdsy evening of esch week. Resolved that we
ke a subscription to defray expences of the Association.
Regolved that Jus. B. Woolsey be bugler for the Association.

"Remarks - Bro. A. P. Schow sald that he felt
pleased to mest with the young wen snd gave some good
ingtructions on improvement. Jocs. Be Woolsey seid that the
meetings had once more begun and was pleased to attend.
Resolved that O« We Allen be corresponding Secretary.
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Resolved J. H. Spencer take charge of singing. AdjJourned
for 1 week. Benediection Bro., Lewis Deul."

December 10, 1884.

"Weeting convened at usual hour. Called to order
by Pres. We. H. Heaps, roll called, minutes of previous
meeting read and accepted. The following names were then
accepted into the association, J. W. Young, P. Barker,

J«. A. Porter, Bros. W. Cottom read & verse or sc¢ from the
Bible, loth chapter of St. John and lectured on the same.
Bro. J. T. Allen lectured from the Book of lormon, II Nephi,
Chapter 29, Bro. D. A. Allen read prose from French and
English dictionary titled modesty of a youth. Eros. L.
Twitchell read from Dec, and Cov. Section 1, and lectured
on the same. Bros. J.Hs Miles acted as critic. A4
comnittee of three wes then appointed to get up & program
for a joint eession %0 be held on Jenuary lst, 1885,

"A. P. Sc¢chow, J. R. Porter, J. H. Spencer, Bro.
A., P. Schow being cdlled spoke a short time. Iade some
very good remarks snd gave good couneel. Bro., H.R. Buttler
was then appointed tuv take charge of the singlng for the
Young len L. I. A. Benediction E. Twitchell."

October 2, 1892.

"lfeeting convened. Bishop A. P. Schow presided.
binging by the cheoir lesad by Elder J. 5. Barney. oSacrament
was administered. Elder W. P. sargent spoke. Said in the
early part of his manhood was associsted in viclous society,
thought that the Mormons were Indians, When to his surprise
ne found that they were llke him and since the 26th of
meptember 1866 that he aessceisted himeelf with thie peopls,
He never felt to regret it and that he was pleased to
asgociate with the saints at all times. That the gospel
elevates all that practice 1t, that we should be honest with
one another at all times that we need not fear so long as
we observed the laws of our Pather in Heaven and keep the
Sabbath Dsy holy and advised the sisters not to assoclate
with unchaste men.

"Elder S5. 0. Crosby of Pangulteh spoke, Suid it
was the duty of the saints to offer up s prayer in behalf
of the speaker so that they may be fed with the spirit of
our Father so that he could impart it to his hearers. 3ald
it was the duty of parents to attend Sunday School snd take
part in exercises and to see that the chlildren attend to all
religious meetlings to teach them the gospel so that they
will take interest therein. Advised husbands to council
with their wives as they were always good counselors. Qur
children can get a good foundation in morgls by attending
e I« A., Dunday School and Primary and there was a great
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mieBionary work at home and that all influential Elders
labor with our young men and girle and get them to under-
stand the Gospel. Bishop A. P. OSchow spoke on the
necaessity of attending Church school and bensfit derived
therefrom. Benedietion, Henry J. White."

September 1, 18ub.

"leeting convened Elder Jos. H. OSpencer presided.
S8inging by the choir., Prayer by Jos. Schow. Sacrament
was sdministered. Elder John Porter said he stood before
you as he was called to not his wish. It was his duty
to £11l all calls made of him by those who presided. Spoke
on flret principles of the Gospsl and also necessity of
present revelation to understand the Gospel and that we
neaded the Spirit of the Lord to gulde us continually and
spoke on the promises of the Lord to thoee who kept his
laws and the penalties of violating them. Singing,
Benediction by Peter Barier."

Escalante, November 4, 1900,

"Fast meeting converied. Bishop A. F. &Schow
presided, 8inglng by ward cholr, lead by Alonzo dhirtsa.
Page 1, prayer by Elder Edmund Davis singing p. 99.
Sacrament was gdministered, singing p. 186, Children blessed,
feuales Z, Elder Thos. Hesps borc his testimony. Llder
Hdmund Davis bore his testimony. Elder John A. Wright bore
his testimony to the truth of this work. Animon Roundy
bore a strong testimony and sang one of the L. D. 5. hymns.
Blders Alfred Luther bore his testimony to the testimony
0f this work. Elder Lewls Deul Dbore his testimony to the
truth of this work. Bishop P. 8chow said he was pleased
1o see 80 many at meeting said the world is like us. Ssaid
we should repent but we should observe the Word of Wisdom
and that we should keep the commandmenis and not break the
Sabbath Day, That we shouted for Joy st belng allowed to
come to the earth so that we could perfect ourselves in
feeplng the commandments of God in ieeping law of tithing
we will be blessed by that law and keep ths laws of harmony
and peace and be united., bLinging page 182, Benediction
Elder Adelbert Twitchell. Harry J. White, Cleri."

Escalante, May 7, 1l90b.

"Pest meeting convened at 2 P.l. High Priest Jos.
H. Spencer presiding. ©Slnging Do What 1s Right. Prayer
Llder Hdwin Twitchell. Singing lNow Let us Rejoice.
Sacroment was adminigtered. Singing page 213. Children
biessed, Liales ¥, females 4.

"Elder Henry Burney said he was slways glad to
ralse hls wvoice in proclaiming the Gospel, and if we but
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uwnderstood the necesslty of prepuring for our future
existence we would be fully employed and would have no time
to waste but would work to prepare ourselves for it. And
gpoke of the condition of the poorer people of the great cities.
s8id the leaders of the Church were trying to lesd the people
in the ways of the Gospel and that presecution would over-
take them unless they repent and turn %o the Lord and keep
the laws of God and live up to our « High Priest Jos.
H. Spencer indorced the remarks sald we are an independent
people and not like the world. Singing Guide Us Oh Thou
Great Jehovah. BEenediction Henry J. White."

Escalante, .3sptember ¢, 1910.

"past lleeting conviened at 2 P. M. 18t Coun. E.A4.
Griffin presiding. Jinging Guide Ua Oh Thou Great Jehovah.
Prayer by J. B. Woolsey Jr., singing, sSoftly, Beaus the
dacred Dawning,

"Sacrement was administered by Elders Jumes Schow
and Jas. B. Woolgey, Sen. It being faet day four femsale
children were blessed.

"J. B. Woolsey, 8r., segid he didn't believe in seeing
precious time going to waslte., Always felt impresced to bear
hig testimony uond tell why he knew thut Joseph Smith was s
prophet,. J. 4. Griffin szid he inew that an unseen power
would assist when we ure striving to serve the creator,
Related an incident of this kind.

"Win. T. Owens thot a greater Ilow o0f the epirit was
present at fast meetings than at other gatherings. Gave
adviece to the young.

"Cloging and instouetive remarks by E. A. Griffin
coneerning propheey fulfilled. Singing Now Lat Us Rejoilea.
Bendiction Jue. H. Spencer,"

Hovember 7, 1915,

"HMaut Meetlng conviened at 2 P.ils Bishop Ernest A.
Griffin presiding. Opened by congregation singing, Redeemer
of Isracl. Prayer offered by Joseph K. Robinson, singing
Whnere the Voice of Priendship Heard. Secrament was aduminis-
tered by Parley P. Porter and Willard Roe. Joseph A. Griffin
said he had gained many testimonies to convince him that the
Gospel 12 true.

"Joseph M. Robinson said we should take stock of
ourselves and not let our teuporal affairs draw our minds
away from the Gospel. He asked the blessings of the Lord to
be wlth us at all time.
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"Willlam Z. litehell szid the Lord bleesed him so
that he wass able to talk 3b minutes the first tise ha was
eglled to spesk in the mission field and he had received
hundreds of others afterwards.

"Mrs. Deanie Ogden read some words to express her
thots rezarding her beliief and said she belonged to the
Baptist Church in Washington, but now wanted to become a
member of the Liormon Church.

"andrew Xing gave eome encoursging remards regarding
the truths of the Gospel, Lewis Deul said he inew the Gospel
ig true and was not ashamed of it, but was ashamed of himself
for not living o better life.

"Services closed by cholr singing How Firm & Foundation.
Benediction by Joseph H. Spencer. "

Deécember o, 13920,

"Ward Past Duy meeting conviened st 2 p.ma., Bishop
54 As Griffin presiding, singing BE2 Sunshine in Your Heart.
Prayer Elder W. De Wilcock. O8inging 485, Love at Home.
sacrament was administered by Elders Wallace H. Roundy and
David . Woolsey assisied by Leland Porter and Therron Griffin.

" James B. Woolsey, Jr., and Thomus A. King spoke on
the subject o0f tuberculosis und how so much of it tekes the
lives of peoples and how it should be stamped out. Peter
Shirts, or., encouraged the people buying Hed Cross stamps
and by so doing the money would be used to help destroy the
digsgase mentioned.

"Sinzing p. 216, OQur God We raise to Thee. Bernediction
by Thomas Spencer."

Sacrament and Past leeting, Jamary o, 19256,

"Convened at 2 P.M. Blehop's lst Coun. A. W. Litchell,
singing p. 226 50ftly Beams the Buacred Dawning. Prayer by
Bighop ILeslie Gecrge. oSinging p. l36. How Great the Wisdom.

"Saerament wae cdministered by Parley Porter and
Duniel H., Cowles assisted by Kenneth Tarney kelnelly and
Gurdner Barnes. Dainel H. Cowles, Perry L. Liston and Andrew
spencer were asxed to bless the children. The child of daniel
and Orllla Cowles was blessed by Perry M. Liston. O0il was
concencrated by Pres. Thos. A. King.

"Bighop George presented the names of the 0ld Folks
Committee toc be released with a vote of thanks. Z. Williem
litechell bore his testimony also Willurd Heaps. Thos. 4. King
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mads a few remarks in regard to rafling off any article for
to help to get funds.

"The following bore their testimony of the Gospel
Andrew Spencer, Je« B. Woolsey, Joseph A. Griffin, Lewis
Deul, John Roy Lee and Bishop lLeslie George, singing
Come O Thow King of Kings. Benediction by John Roy Lee."

Sacrament and Past Meeting, liarch, 2, 1930,

"Convened at 11:;50 P. M. Bishop Lorenzo H. Griffin
pregiding and Bishop's second counselor conducting the
meeting. Choir and congregation sang "Come, O Thou Hing
of Kings." Invoecation by Elder J. Wm. litechell, singing,
"Now Let us Renew".

"Sacrament was sdministered to by Elder Ernest D.
Griffin and Leslie George, asgsisted by Demcons Leon Woolsey
Cloyd Mitchell, Douglas Griffin and Othello Barney. The
names of Gile Deul, Hugh Bailey and Vay Barney were presented
to be ordained Deacong.

"Bishop Lester George, Willard Heaps bore strong
testimonies. S3aid we Bhould keep the Golden Hule in mind snd
try to live it eonstantly.

"Sister Ruby Osborm sppreciated the Gospel. Told
0of blessings that have come to her thru living it. Ernest
D. Griffin Baid to live the Gospel was to render service -
for thru service came hsppiness. There is nothing in all
the world that can substltute religion.

"parley P. Porter said that to help others it would
nelp ug in bearing our testimonys. Thorn lMunson thanked
the Lord for blessings received.

"Closing song "Do What is Right." Benediction by
Blder Wm. E. Davis."

These minutes glven herewlth viwidly reflect the
religious thinking and activities of the people to the jpresent.
It mey be observed that there has been no radical change in
the religious attitudes and concepts of the people. These
meetings give us an idea of the nature of these uervices, and
show what was upper-most in the minds of the people.

It will be observed that the people reflected here as

elsewhere the traditionsl dcctrinal points of view of the Church.



CHAPTER V

PERSONAL TESTIMONIES AND RELIGIOUS BXPERILNCLES

The third gource of material representing the various
age groups of the people of Escalante as to their religious
experiences and testimonies follows,

The two guestions or statements to which the following
replies were made are given below.

I. Give some of the major reasons why you are amember
of the Church of Jesua Christ of Iatter-usy Saints.

I1. What religious experiences or testimonies have you
had which lead you to believe that this is indeed the true
ghurch of Jesus Christf

These two guestions and the replies to them will be
indicated merely as Homan numerals I and II in the state-
ments which follow.

A word of explanation may be in place to shkow that
these answers were made in the spirit of frankness without
any element o0f restraint or cosrcion upon the part of the
wWriter to encourage a given trend to the thought the
individusl wished to express, or to check the ardor with
which an secount was being told however far it appeared to
depert from the private opinion the writer might have had
in mind.

In & few cases these responses waere stated within the

space 0f a very few minutes tTime, then again hours were speit
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with some one individusl, and even then the writer felt
loath to depart because of the interest aroused.

This much must be said in thelr behulf in all fairness
t0 them, that they were &absolutely and profoundly sincere in
what they said. They did not commit themselves for wWatsver
aeffect it*'have had upon the writer, but because it was a frank
whole-hearted expression of their inner-selves.

several of them stated they felt that the most
profound and mystical part of their experiences were the
mogt diffioult to explain and the least ecszy to make
articulate.

In several instances when the experiences had to do
with the healing of some loved one, or the solemn passing of
another, the narrstor would become overcome with emotioh,
and reguest the writer to pardon the interruption, until,
like Marz Anthony, whose heart was in the coffin there with
Géﬂaar, he must peuse 'till it come back to him.

lany times they would say, "Oh, if I could only say
the exact word thet would make you feel as I felt."

How subtle the things o0f the spirit really urel
We understand the things of man by the spirit of man, and
the things of God by the spirit of God. Why should one
expect the phyeical faculties Vo acourstely portray the

things of the spirit? (1)

(1) History of Religions, Hopkins: "Augustine sesking to
define tilme, said: 'Ask me, snd I do nol know; ask me not,
agund I Enow,'!
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These answers seem Lo separate themselves easily into
two classifications. First, the appeal to reason or circum-
gtances, and second, & religlous experience or testiuony.

The statements follow for each age group.

Pirst age group, 1O to 4U years.

Miss Wi, age 17 years, esays:

I. "™ "Jormonism' is founded on truth. It offers a
plen by which we can work out our own salvation. I belleve
thet "Mormonism' helps us to help curselves, and establishes
higher ideale."

II. "I nave had my prayers unswered, Have seen the
sick made well by 'Faith'. LUy Testiuony has been strengthensd
by the testimonies of others, such as those of our ploneer
forsfathers who left everything and came West for their
religion. Something surely gripped their hearts! And thsg
gomething was ‘'liormonism'. Thank God for iti"

{iss B., age l8 yesrs, says;

I. "Becsuse I was born into the Church. Have never
been to any other church outeide of my own, but from all [
have besen taught and from all I have read and learned from
other religions I um eatisfied to remain a member of the
Church of Jesus Christ of ILatter-Day Saints. 1 consider it
8 blessing and privilegs."

II. "In our Church we are taught to pray and I anm
well satisfied and want others to lnow that many of my
prayers have been answered. Thers are many things thet
strengthen my testimony that this Church is true., OSuch &s
the experiences of the true prophets and other men of the
Church. The discoveries of non-lMormons, such as ruins in
other countries which are told of in our Books., Thesse
thinge are bewlldering to non-lormons, and up-building to

"Lveryone knows time, feele conscious of it,
recognizes that man exists in time, yet who cun define it
properly, or say that 1t ever began or never began? 5o it
is with religion. We are consclous of it, we ieel that it
existe and that we exist as religious beings; and sach of us
may know what his own religion is, yet who cun say of religion
in gener=l that it is this or that, and who would venture to
agsert that his own religion is the only religion.”
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my faith in this Religion."
Kise G., age 18 years, sayse;

I. "I believe it 1s the only true church. licrmoniem
is both ideal and practical. It means living the best moral
law I can discover. It offers more poseibilities for service.
It develops more fully the human personality. Helps me to
live a more abundant l1life. Offers & true way to gain salva=-
tion."

II. "I feel within my soul that it is true. There
is no unrest of doubt in my mind coneerning it. ULy prayers
are answered and I know that I am guided by God's Spirit
in the problems of 1life."

Wiss B., age 18 years, says:

I. "Because I believe the principlee as taught by
the Church.”

II. "As I study the prineciples of the Gospel I
am convineed that this is the true church of Jesus Christ."

Urs. 3., age 20 years, says:

I. "Always been taught it and believe 1it."

II. "Wy prayers have been answered snd I have geen
the power of the priesthood manlifested in sickness in Liother's
hﬂhﬂlf-"

Mrs. C., age 27 years, says:

I "I sam g 'Jormon' because I know more about it
than any other church."

lirg. 5., age 28 years, says:

I. "I like the reasonable doctrine and the cooperativs
plan of Balvstion, larrisge for time and eternity. A good
pragtical religion. 14th Articls of Faith."

Mrs. A., age 28 years, saye:

I. "It appeals to my reason, because it is based
upon natural principles. It gives hope of life after death.
It has such a complete program for progression.”

II. "I have seen the promise regsrding tithing
seemningly literally fuliilled. In visiting other churches
(not intensively however) it seemed that their teachings
were not as desp and far-reaching as ours. I have seen
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direet answers to prayer by asdministretion, and the gift
of 'being healed' made manifest."

Mrs. M., age S0 years, says;

I. "First because I believe the Church tc be a
true church and it offers more Jjoy and happiness to an
individual than any other church in the world."

II. "My father and mother taught me to pray from
my infeney and all through my life I have been a strong
believer in prayer. One experience I had in my life to
strengthen my testimony was my brother beilng near to death
and he asked for the Elders, when they administered to him
he told mother that he would get better, and from then on
he began to get well, and recovered from his illness very
rapidly. Many more experiences I have had to strengthen
my faith."

Mr. 5., age 42 years, Bays:

I. "Doetrine 18 reasonable, practicable, greater
opportunity for advancement, is in fulfillment of ancient
seripture."

II. "The power of the priesthood was manifested to
me and my testimony strengthened when I was called into
8 certuin home to administer to a young baby whom the
doctors had given up hope of saving; when we Elders arrived
the baby seemed to be breathing its last, Its breath coming
in irregular gasps. Twenty minutes after the anointing and
administering it commenced to breathe natural and not long
after regalned its breath and strength."

lrs, S., age 439 years, sayse:

I. "Eecsause I believe it to be the Church of Christ
gnd organized through inspifration from him."

Mrs. T., age 34 jyears, says:

I. "Because I was born and raised in it. Because it
gives me the most reasonable und broad-minded view of life
here and hereafter. DIecuusge it is in the exact pattern of
that Chureh Christ established on earth, with devine priest-
hood and devine revelati.n,"

II. "1 have had many experiences that are dear to
mwe and csuse me to bellesve that this 1s indesd the true
church, I may relate one:

"TMwice while I was on my mission I felt impressed to
bear my testimony to the divinity of Joseph Smith'e mission,
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and on both occasions I had the most wonderful tingling go
throush me from head to toe and felt as if I was not standing
on the floor, but that my feet were at least & foot or two
from the floor,"

lrg. ''., 8g6 36 yeurs, says:

I. "Because in it is the Priesthocd of God., It gives
me the most satisfactory and reasonable answers to the guestions:
Where did I come from? Why I am here and where will I go when
I leave this life., It offere more opportunity for development .
It is pructical."

II. "(l) An inner whispering tells me it is true.
(2} I have geen the power of the Priesthood manifested in
gickness and have felt its intluence myself., (&) As a
misslonary badly in debt, the way was opened directly in
answer tu prayers. (4) oOnce in the mission field ¢ mob
gathered at the door of the Church and walted for us to come
out, threstening violence, While thus threatening, cursing
and looking for us we passed out the door and thru their very
midst wnharmed and apparently unseen.”

re G., age 48 yeurs, says:

I. "Through study and comparing teachlngs of L. D. S.
Church with other churches. Through prayer, testimonies of
parents and other peoplse.”

I1. "The whispering of Holy Spirit. Have seen sick
nealed many times through prayer and asdministration of Rlders.
Have been helped through administration myself as well as
other wembers of family. Huge beesn directédd many times in
my work. In teaching the Gospel to people many thoughts,
ldeas and passages of sceripture have been brought to my
remembrance."”

Mrs., O., age 40 years, says:

I. "It is the trus church of Jesus Christ. It
offers me a code of laws which if complied with brings exal-
tation in ths presence of God. It is idenl and practical,
Offers more opportunities for service and self-development.”

II. "Through the convietions of the splrit I know
the @ospel of Jesus Christ is true snd also know the Book
of Jlormon iles ture. Assurance and understanding eoneerning
my duties in the Church and the problems of daily life.
Impressions of the epirit, answerse and help through prayer.”
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Second Age Group, 41 to 70 yeare of age.

ir. P., 8ge 41 yeurs, BRYE:

I. "Born of L.D.5. parents, raised in Chureh environ-
ment, luter study and comparison of other religions snd feel
this i& best."

II. "No outstending menifestations, but feeling ot
inepiration and comfort in death of our son, when we resigned
his welfare to God. Divine healings as & result of prayer
and administration. feeliy of communion with the 'Still
onall Voice'."

Mrss K., &g 42 years, saya:

I. "Because my parents left their home and came to
Utah for the Guspel and %0 live where they could teach and
raise thelr children in the Church of Jesus Christ of Iatter-
Dey Saints."

II. "I have experienced the joy and countement I
have through my testimony of knowing God hears and answers
prayer. How esgsntial praysr is in the home gives us fresh
courage and how we shall find wisdom and treasurers of
knowledge through prayer if we practice obedience to the
commandments of our Lord. I am thankful for the Priesthood
in case of sicknews and for Patrearchial Blessings.”

lir. XK., age 42, mays:

I. "Because from my knoledge of the scriptures there
had to be & restoration of the BGosple:; Mormonism cdnsides
with the scriptures in that respect, It is reasonable end
teaches me thaet God is no respector of pezople.”

II. "I have seen the power of the Priesthood made
menifest in many waye, many people have been made well
whom doetors have sald would die; I huve been pgulded from
danger and mobs in many csses. I know from prophecies
that have been literaly fulfilled that all the men we have,
and do, sustain are indeed true prophets of God and that
Jesus is the Christ."

Ur. ll., 2ge 43 yeurs, saye:
I. "Always tesught it,."

II. "Iady eaw me and my cowpanion in & dream and
asiraed us why we did not come the night before, Hud meal
ready - Blders reuained there two days. Pruyers direetly
angwered. oaw an old Indian who had been blind for 40U years
hezled. Apostle Ballard and compunion asdministered to him
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on Fort Beck Reservation and Indien was instantly healed.
I saw him before und after the administration,”

i{r. B., 2ge 48 years, says:

I. "Born in the Church. LIy research makeg e
gatisfied., liission experience proved beyond guestion.”

Il. "I have meen the sick raised and recelved
vlesslnge myself. And the finencial side of the guestion
proves that the guiding hand is ruling,."

rs. B., agse B0 years, says:;

I. "Born s llormon, Taught the principles by perents.
ilude @& personal study of principles.”

II. "My testimony is & progressive testimony. From
time to time it has been strengthened by the testimony of
others.s By particlipating in the ward activities I have
learned to appreciute the prineiples of the Gospel and the
more I study the more I can see the necessity of knowing
the gospel. I know by living the gospsl it is the only
trus way to happinesas.”

Mr. W., age b2 years, Bays:

I. "UMaeinly by study and experience in mission
field."

II. "My first experience while writing blessings
for Patriarch John Smith on the head oi Frank Suer, when
he said there was no blessing for him as he had done some=-
thing to deprive him of the same and the man left the room
trembling., I also experienced a healing of appemdicitis,
where three doctors sald there was no possible show without
an operation, through the administration of the Elders he
got well."

Mrs. G., 8ge b3 years, says:

I. "Phrough my investigatlion of the gospel, my
personal experiences in the Church such as: Answers to
my prayers, benefits derived from psyingmy tithing, ete.,
hearing telking in tongues snd the interpretation, seelng
the sick healed through the power of God, etec.,”

II. "In 1908 my husband was seriously i1l with
a ruptured appendix. We also his parents and our relatives
and friends decided as a last resort to send for Dr. lilddleton
and a trained nurse to operate on him &t home us we lived
some distance from 8 R Re. Station. When they arrived I
asked the Dr. how long he could stay, when he told me he
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would have to return to Salt Leke that evening, I told him
he would have to take my husband to 5alt Leske to operate.
He (also every one of our relstives snd friends) greatly
opposed the delay. Even though I was alone smong so many
opposers, I Telt so definitely prompted I could not waiver.
They took him to the L. D. S. Hospital and after & long
operstion and hard struggle he recovered. I have had many
experiences which have greatly added to my testimony. MLy
Patrisrchel bleesing promised me I should be prompted and
inspired in times of need. 1 surely have been.”

Mr. P., age £4 years, says:

I. "I always have been taught the Gospel, had
prayers snewered, witneseed the power of the Priesthood
to heal the sgieck, snd have sesn the power of the adversary
rebuked by the Priesthood.”

Mrs. S., age b9 yeurs, says:

I. "Because I believe it t0 be the onky true church
on eéarths. I bave had manifestations which have proven to
me the truth of the G ospel prineiplus. Becouse I believe
in its teachings of a hereafter."

II. "I have been healed of sickness through the
power of the Priesthood, have also seen many others healed
in the same way., BHeve had my prayers asnswered in such & way
that I knew of & surety that God heard them. Have been
given drsams and maenifestations for guldance in my work and
rearing my family."

Mrs. Te., age bY years, says;

I. "Was born of Latter-day Saint parents, and have
heard no other religion. I absclutely velieve it %o be true."

I1. "Qur lirst child, a dsughter, was afilicted with
gczema which lasted four years. At one time we healed the
sores up which made her very sick. The death rattles were
in her throat. We sent for the Elders, when they arrived the
rattling had suddenly ceased. LIy mother said, 'I fear 1%t
ia too late.' However they anointed with oil, before their
hands were off her head we could see signe of life., Son in
miesion field received gift of tongues. Could understsnd
natives after he had been there Jjust a short while« He said
the language seemed to cbme to him in chunks."

Mrs. G., age 60U yeurs, says:
I. "I was born of good honest parenis in whom I had

absolute confidence who taught me Meormon truths snd have bheen
healed many tiazes by the power of the Priesthood."
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lirs. B., ugs 66 years, says;

I. "I have been taught from infancy, investiguted
end am convinced of the truth,"

I1. "Have seen sick healed, Son wus scalded and
apparently dying, but was revived through administrations.
I have been saved by power of priesthood.”

Urs, Ll., age 63 sBays:

I. "I was born snd raised & member of the ehurch
gnd kmow mno other. It seems thet no other church has a
foundation to work from like the L. D« 3. Church hasa."

II. "The only experisences I have had lead me %o
believe. In sattending my church duties. I have had my
testimony strengthened by prayer and when I sm getting
ready for meeting I have lknown who the speakers wera going
to be and what songs were going to be sung.”

Lrs, P., age 64 years, says:

I. "Through the teachings of my parents, through
the power of the Priesthood in raising my family."

Il1. "I helieve thie iB & ftrus church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Seints, through prayer in dictating
what to do time of sickness when I felt ut a8 loas what to
do, through warning from supreme beings."

irs., G., age 67 yeurs, 8ays:

I. "Helps me to find God and eternul salvation. I
beiieve it has suthority from God &8 no other church has,.
ileets all reguirements of human neseds, Offers greater
opportunity for self-development."

II. "While my husband was on & mission my baby,
four months old, was seriously ill; he soreamed for eight
days and nights znd nothing we did sesmed to bring relief.
The Elders were called in and gave him a blessing along with
the anointing., Baid he would recover and do missionary
work himself. Twenty yeurs later the baby covered the
entire field of lubor where his father had so pucceasiully
labored."

Mr. G., age 68 yesrs, says;
I. "God in his mercy planted me in the valleys of

the mountains where I have been taught the Liormon faith,
and the Spirit of God whispers to my espirit that it is true.
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I have been mobbed. Had my clothing removed to be whipped
and my life threatensd.”

II. "When I left my home in 1892 Yo fill = mission
in the Southern States my wife was almost an invalid. I
was set apart by one of the Apostles, and received the promise
that if faithful I should return home and find my wife and
family enjoylng good health and testify to the world that
this promise was literly Tulfilled."

lir. H., 8ge 69 yeurs, says:
I. '"Because parents were members."

II. "I have had en answer to my prayers. Had
mysterious feeling snd promptings. Dreams that have had a
peculiar meaning with a true significance. I have heard
church members speak in unknown tongues and interpreted
them. Healings through administration of Elders, and seen
8 desd child raised to life by the power of prayer through
the priesthood.”

rs. 8., age 70 years, sBayse:

I. "I think it is true and I have always been raised
in its influence,"

II. "Prayers answered many times, but I haven't seen
any miracles. I saw Fonse Campbell restored te life by
aduninistration of Jured Porter and Edwin Twitchell."

Third Age Group, 71 to 86 ycars.

Mrs. O., age 74 years, says:

I. "Born and raised in the church, I have studied
and heard talks and testimony of its divinity."”

II. "Bick healed at different times. Mother had
& stroike on her left side. The Elders came sach osvening.
Wallane Roundy and the Bishop sdministered to her. Brother
Roundy promised her she would walk around in three months
and the prophecy came true. Prayers answered almost immediately.
Father passed peacefully away in death because of my faith
and prayer."

Mre. L., age 74, says:
I. "Enowledge of the truthiulness of this work,"
II. "My first experience cume when I prayed to

protect myself from the opposlng power of darkness., It was
at the time I lived in St. George, Utah. We had been sent
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there by Brigham Young to make a setitlement. President Young
advised us to settle on the opposite slde of the river from
Wwhere we were camped and promised us if we did we would make
8 crop the flrset ysur. Presldent Young had never examined
this ground and it appeared that his udvice was wrong. aAfter
deliterations some settlers wanted to go against his uadvice,
but othere Baid We had been sent there by proper authority
and they knew best.

"We agaln went over the ground, snd to our surprise
we found that an aneient canal or river had passed through
the land Brighsm Young had told us to settle. 4ll we had
to do was clear out the old bed and we soonlad water on our
land. Brother Brigham later wrote from Salt Leke and asked
1f we had done Bas told becsuse he had seen in vislon an old
Btream bed which we had used.

"While in the Liiscion fisld in California I healed the
sicke I was set apasrt with that gift. One day I canvassed
g womun who was washing - advised her to compare our tesching
with former church. The woman had a child with & stiff knee.
I prayed for the child's reaovery, and the child was healed
after the prayer and walked awey. MYy promise was that I
should receive & knowledpe that I was sent of God. This
answer of prayer in healing was accompanied by strong feeling
to rejoice and I was filled with Joy and happiness.”

lir. 8., &ge 75 years, says:

I. "First, I was born under the covenant. Second,
I bave had gome manifestations as follows: I huve seen the
gick healed and many other testimonles and know that God
Lives and Joseph Smith was & Prouhet."

II. "When I was & small boy I s5aw an Indian raised
almost from the dead by my father's asdministration.”

lirs. 8., age "6 years, says;

I. "I was ragied by Iatter-Day Saint Parents. I
have had many testimonies of my cwn."

I1I. "Ly Patriarchal Bleesing promised me thut I
should ses and converse with one of the Three Jephites which
1 bear my testimony thet I hagwe three different times. I
have heard Eliza H. Snow Smith spesak in tongues, also Brother
He Jo White Bing in tongues, Brother Jared Porter, Hen.,
interpreted the hymns. He said it was 8 moumnful hymn the
liephites sang when they were almost extinet.”

"ir, Frince was Bhorn in England on December 24, 181lb.
He lived there with his family until he was about twenty-six
years of age., At this time the English Govermment was giving
away trects of lund in South Afriea to 8ll married men &5 =&
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means of getting it settled. Brother Prince moved there
with his family and took up 2 tract of lund. During this
time these humble, prayerful people were always looking for
the Restored Gospel, which the Lord had promised his people
would be sent to them. They belonged to no religion, but
telt they would know when they heard the right one.

"This company of people were losuted about three or
four hundred miles on the mainland from the Cape of Good
Hope, but inasmuch as the capital store house was located
there, 1t was necessary to travel by ox teams, for days &t
g time, from their homes tc the Cape Lor goods. It was
while Brother Prince was mazing onme of these Jjourneys, with
his negro helpere, that & message was ®nt to him by way of
8 manifestation. dOne evening at the end of a hard day's
tragel se he wgs making his rounds to see that everything
was alright for the night, someone called him by neme
"George". He turned and behsld a personage, clothed in a
long white robe, who told him that the Gospel had been
ragtored and would be brought to him by two men: warning him
to heed thelr teachinge closely and accept them. He was told
that he should know the men immedisately upon seeing then,
The Gathering of Isrsel was also explained to him and urging
that it ghould be done speedily and without delay lest psrt
of his family should be left behind.

"Brother Prince went home snd related the incident
%o his wife, who had faith in his words. It seems that
throughout the life of Brother Prince, manifestations of
various kinds were made known to him. When any great change
was to come into his 1ife or to hie family, warnings were
given him concerning it.

"One afternocon sometime later as the couple sat in
the shade of their house, they saw two men coming up the
walk. Brother Prince arouse and exclaimed to hie wife,
"Sarah, therd sre the two men", and went forward tov meet
the two lormon Elders. These Elders made their cbode with
tois fawlly for a year or two, teachlng the people from all
ground uand converting many, ons of the first being Brother
Frinece together with his fawily,

WA few years luter at & great sacrifice he sold his
property, giving away what he couldn't sell and came with
8 compaeny of immigraents to Utah in 1860, where he continused
tc be a very faithful worker in the church until his dsath.

"4 short time before he died, he agaln had & visitation
concerning it whieh he told as follows:
"One day he went to one of his daughters home (Busanne

White @hurtz) who is still living. Upon reachling there he
discovered thaet she had company, and not wishing to intsrrupt
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he went away. After & while he returned, but the visitors
were still there so he left again toreturn the third time
yet to find it the same as before. However his daughter
had seen hlim, and excusing herself went out where he was
saying, "FPather did you wish to speak with me?" He sald,
"Yas. Your Liother came %0 me this morning between daylight
and sunrise. BShe lald her hand on my shoulder and saild:
"George I have done without you Jjust as long as I can. I
am coming for you soon'. "Now my dsughter I want you to
write a letter to easch of my children telling them about
this as I have told you, &and they will know the rest.’

"He lived about & year after this incident huppened
gnd died at the aze of Y0 in the year 19005,

"When I was sbout seven yeurs of age, my iather's
fouily were lesving Kays' Ward to go to Dixie and were
coungeled to have Patriarchal Blessings before leaving.

Wiliiam Hyde was the Putriarch who blessed me.
Amonlg other things he sald thet I should see and converde
with one of the three Nephites.

"As time passed on and I became grown, I married
He ds Wnlite. One fall we went from Escalante to Salt Iake
City with a load of butter and cheese to sell. We camped
in the Tithing Yard, where there were accomodations for
both man and beasts. We were not ullowed to have an out
door fire. One day as I sat on the wagon tongue while the
two children gathered fragments of granite rock in shades
of the unfinished Temple. A4ll at once I noticed a fine
loocking mun standing nesr me. He asfed me what I was
thinking of. I replied that I thought if this Temple had
of been bullt in Dixie whers the people were poor, it would
have been completed long sgo. He smiled so pleasantly and
geld: "5ister, it will be finished in the due time of the
Lord., But tell me how is it that this little girl calls
you 'mamma' and the boy calles you 'aunty' when you never
had a ¢hild of your own? If you and your husband will come
to my room here, I will bless Jou and you shall have a son',
When Henry came, I told him of this man and what he had
gald 10 me., Ly hugband thought him nothing but & guacxk and
did not believe or have faith in him so would not encourage
me in tilie leasst. Then I said, "Look there he is now with
a large bottle vi olive oil in his hand.' Ly husband sald:;
'"Wife you are worth forty Bons to me and I wish you would
not insist.' At this I replisd; 'Then I must go and tell
him that you do not wish to azccept his offer.' When I
gtepped up t0 him and told him thet my husband did not wish
to hawe the bleseing, he smiled and sald that was alright.
However, I felt that we were missing a great opportunity.
I later had Henry ask the keeper of the yard what manier
of man this was and told him what he had said to ume, He
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replied: 'Brother I cannot tell you who he is. He comes
and goes at will. We call him onme of the thres Nephltes;
loggs do not hinder him. He goes and comes when he desires.
It was ne thut raised Eliza R. onow from the dead.' Then

I remembered the promise given in ny Patriarchal Blessing.
Until then I had not thought him different from other men.
He was a well-built, portly wan; larger, I thought, than
averugZe. He seemed well and husky - not old as 1 would
have ex ected one of the three ljephites to look."

(eigned) Susasnna P, W. sShurtz.
ire W., ags 79 years, says:
I. "Parents were members. I inow ne other religzion."

II. "I was promised in & blessing upon my head that
I should prey for and sdminister unto the sick and they
would recover. I testify that thils promise has veen ful-
filled many times, Brother PR, and G. and myself were once
called to the bedside of the wife of Brother [l¢. When we
grrived the room was ull of people and many ol them were
erying, snd Brother lc. said, "It is too late. oshe is deud.
If you had only coume sooner you might posg8ibly have saved
Ler.' Vie examined Sister lle. aud Zound no pulse beat what-
goever. I felt that even now she eould be restored by
the power of God through our adginistration, and Brother
kge suid 'Oh, Brother W., ecan't you do something for her®
I cun't stund it for her to die'. We zreguested that ell
but the husband snd those who were zoing to pray for her
leave the room. Then Brother G. ancinted her head with
olive oll and we three placed our hende upon her head and I
gealed the anointing. In my prayer I promised her she would
live., Just as we sald 'Amen' and removed our hunds from
her head, Sister Le. took & deep breath, and sneezed several
times and revived. She rapidly recovered and never sufiered
a siunilar attaci of sickness.

"You may permit we to tell another experience. Frother
e had had heart trouble and othur complications and had besan
under the doctor's care for months. The docter had pusgsed
an opinion that he could not live long. I was reguested to
comwe to nis home and administer to him, which I did. Follow-
ing the administration he recovered very rapidly and was soon
well, Dr. . adalitted it %0 be 8 miracle in his judgment ad
repeated the statement Lor years.

"One mory outstunding case I recall ig that of a
slx-months old baby of brotvher Ba I was called in to
gduwinister to it. When we arrived we found the babe with
its eyee set and the palor of death upon it. There was not
the slightest sign of life to be oWserved, those who were
present at the vedslide befure our arrival stated that the
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death rattle in its throat was very evident just befors the
gigne of death appeured.

"The father requested that we pray for the chilld,
anyway, which we did. Following our adminilstration the child’'s
muscles and limos twitched & few times, and the death palor
changed into a pink glow of l1life and the baby sat up as best
it could for its age = and lived."

Mrs. W., age 81 yeare, says:

I. "Through the teachings of my parents, through the
rower and influence of the spirit at testimony meetings.”

II. "I have gained a testimony by trying to live my
religion that I might receive blessings of the Lord in time
of need. This has been granted me through the healing of the
gick in my Tamily, by the power of the Priesthood.”

Mr. A., age B2, suys:

I. "1 was born in the Churoh. I have investiputed
a number of other churches and found them inferior to the
L. D. 8. Church and throuzh my experisnce my testimony has
been greatly 8trengthened,”

II. "I have seen the sick healed almost instantly.
I have heard the speaking of tonpgues and its interpretation.
I have seen the 8pirit of the Lord made manifest in many
gatherings and felt His eweet and peaceful influence in His
gerviece until the testimony has come to me that I know thaeit
this is indeed the work of Jesus Christ."

WMr. P., age 83 years, saye:

I. "I was born in the Church, and have made contacts
with all of the church authorities from Brigham Young down
to Joseph F. Smith and believe that they were inspired of
God.

II. "My testimony huas been strengthensd by the
prophecies of our church leuaders esnd their fulflllment, end
by the lives of these mell.

"I remember Brigham Young to be 4 man of great magnetic
gcharm. He was deliberate, kind and honest, yet in defense of
truth he was a lion.

"John Taylor was reserved, cultured, dignified and hed
8 better comunand of English then did President Young. His
outstanding characteristic was his spiritual magnetism.

"Wilford Woodruff was a good councilor and advisor
wnd very uapproachable. He allowed no frivolity. His was
the stmosphere of earnest business. He condemned evil without
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evasion., He was well-informed and had wvery strong convictions.
He had a wide range 0f interests. He stressed great confidernce
in God. He had great powers of discermment. Some church
memoers opposed in sentiment and belief his Lanifesto regard-

ing polygamy.

"Lorenzo 8now wae less intimately known to me than
some of the others. However, I knew him to be fatherly,
gind and considerate in advice. He wae very gulet by naturs
and more resgserved than President Taylor. The latter had
the spirit of aggressiveness and dynamie power. President
onow reflected the spirit of meekness and humility.

"I knew President Joseph F. Smith, intimately, and
a5 boys together we often herded the mileh cows on the range.
I knew him to be militant, impetucus, and easily aroused
over Church persecution. He was a champion of the wesk and
always wanted to defend & weaker person who was being bullied.
In later years hie naturc became mellowed and full of love
and extremely sympethetic. He was always & champion for
truth. He hus been called the "Prophet of Righteousress"
which I xnow to be an appropriate title,

"The lives of these men and thelr teachings have
always made a great lmpression upon ue and stregthened my
testimony. I also have seen the sick healed and know that
my prayers have been answered time out of number.”

Mr. 5., age 83 yearas, BAyS:

I. "Because parents were mmbers. Brought up in the
Church."

II. "I have seen many cases of healing of sick through
administration. 5aw dead c¢hild of Ann Campbell restored to
lbfe. Heard people speuk in tongues and interpreted it.
Deliverance fyom the erickets in answer to prayer by sea=-
gulls was witnessed. Heve gone through many hard times when
food was scarce. Have gone without eating flour bread for
five months and have seen the time when we earned 5/4 of s
pound of flour per day for haurd work of 10 jours."”

Mrs, C., Bge BS5 years, says:

I. "Born and raised in the Church.”

II. "I have seen sick helped by sdministrution.
Have had my prayers answered and my daughter wug healed thragh
prayer."

Mr, W., age 8b, Bays;

I. "Through the power of the prieathood in healing tle
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sick. Promptings from the Lord and in heeding them have
been protected from harm."

II. "I bvelieve this is indeed the true church of
Jesus Cnrist through prayer in healing the sick, experiences
which I had while on my mission when tempted by the adverssry.
On one occasion we saW Satan in open vision and rebuked him
from the home of en L. Ds 5. family. I felt that it was s
testimony to us to show the difference between the power of
God and that of Setan.”

Mr. B., age Bb years, says:

I. "Because my psrents were, &nd I know this Church
best,"

II. "Answer to prayer. 1 have heard pecple speak
in tongues and heard the interpretatlon and I have seen the
gick healed through adminigtration of Hlders."

The foregoing personal testimonies or experiences
are classified below according to the frequency with which
they are mentioned by the vatous age groups a8 in Table I.

The first group inecludes all those from 16 to 40
years of uage, and will be designuted hoereafter as "Group' 4",
or "A".

The second group includes all those from 41 to 70
yeura of age, and will be designated as "Group B" or "B'.

The third group includes all those from 71 to 86
veurs of age, and will be deslgnuated as "Group C" or "C".

In group "A" (age 1lb-40) +there are 1lb testimonies
recorded.

In group "B" (age &l1-70) there are 19 testimonies
regorded.

In group "C" (age 71-86) there are 12 testimonies

recorded.



Following each composite or represeantative stateuent,
which wlll be listed in descending order of their freguency,
will be given the number from each group who made the state-
mwent and the percentage which that number is ol the total
pumber in each group.

I. Born in the Church, or my perents were members
of the L. D. 3. Church at the time of my birth, and parental
and Church intfluences have made me & member. Tweniy answered.

A, 4 or 27,
B, B8 or 42%,
C, 8 or &7%,

Zs The Priesthood in the Church is the power of God,
and through it I have recelved certain blessings. Nineteen
angwered.
or S5=1/5%0,

or 42%,
or 80%,

e
o @ ey

d« Inspiration, faith, intuition, promptings and
confirmation of right ond truth., Eighteen znswered.

A, T or 4W%,
B, 7 or 47%,
C, & or s3-1/5%.
4, Slck healed through faith and the power of the
Bricsthood. GSeventesn answered.
A, 4 or 7%,
B, & or 33%,
c, 7 or &8%
be Convinced that tanis Church is true by study,
compurison, research, and investigution. Sixteen anuwered.
A, T oxr 479,

B, 7 or 42%,
G, 1 or 8%,
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Ge Belief in the divinity und validity of this Church
by #eeing the gici healed in anewer to pruyer. Sizteen
gnswered.

4, 8 or bsy,
B, © or 32,
C, 2 oxr LY%.

T« Received perscnsl guidance und divine sid in answer
to prayer. Sixteen answered.

4, & or aatlfdﬁ.
B, b or 26,
G, © or bU%.

B, Am & member of this Church and accept it becauss
familiar with its doetrines, and lknow no other. fFourtesn
answered,

A, 4 or 27%,
B, & or 32%,
G, & or 35-1/35%.

Y. Evidence of truthfulness of this Church seen in
propheeies, teachings and patriarchal blessings of Chureh
authorities. Thirteen answered.

A, b or s5-1/35%,
B, & or 21%,
¢, ‘& or J3-1/5%.

10. 48 & church member have been prompted, warned

and otherwise led by the S5till Small Voice. lLleven answered.
A, 4 or d?ﬁ,
B, 4 or 21%,
C, & or 206%,

1l. Doctrines of this Church uppeur most reason:zble,
practicul, constructive and idealistic. Ten answered.

A, b or 33-1/55%,

B, - & 0T 1o,
C, & ox 17%.
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12. Believe this Churech is true becuuse of confidence
in parents in their teachings and integrity. Nine answered.
A, © or 20%,
B, 4 or 2lk,
¢, 2 or 17%.
li., Best and most progreseive plan of salvation is
oftered by this Church. Eight znswered.
A, b or Eﬁﬁlfj%,
B, Y or 1lé%,
C, mnone.
l4. Testiunony gained by hearing others bear their
own tesatimonies., Seven anewered.
A, & or 20%,
B, 3 or 16%,
C, 4 or S5=1/35%.
lb. Witnessed spesking in tongues znd prophesying.
Leven answered.
A, none,
B, 9 or 1l&%,
C, 4 or S5-1/8%.
los Externsl evlidence - as discoveries, ete., to
prove Book of Moruwon, hence truthfulness of Chureh claim.
Pive answered.
A, & or 13%,
B, <4 or 16%,
gy, mnone.
17. Witnessed dead restored to life by faith in
God and through power of priesthood. Five answered.
A, none,

B, &:0r lb%,
¢, 2 or 1T
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18« This Church affords greutest plan for eternsl
growth of individusl. Jive answered.
A, & or 20%,
B, &2 or 10,
C, npne.
19. Abiding sense of securing and satisfaction as
a result of Church meibership. Four answared.
i, & or 20%,
B, 1 or B,
€, Lona.
20. Visions and spiritualliy significant dreams.
Flve enswered.
A, none,
B, 3 or 1l&j,
G, 2 or 17%,.
2les Testimony of Chureh's divinity pained through
Churcn duty and service. Four answerad.
A, & or 3U%,
B, 1 or &b,
C, Hone,
4. This Church is orgaenized nearest ufter the
pattern of the Jjrimitive church. Thres angwered.
4, 3 or 205,
B, None,
C, lione.
£J« This Church offers the gresatest opportunity for
gservice, Three answered.
A, 3 ar 20%,
B, Noue,
¢, lone.
24. This Church offers the greutest solace, confort
and hope in time of sorrow. Two answered.
Ay 1 or T,

B, 1 or B,
C, Hone.
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36 Lives of our plonsers a socurce of inspiration.
Two angwearad.
A, 2 or 135,
B, DNone,
C, None,
26s, This is the only eshureh having divine authority.
One answeraed,
, lolle,

, 41 oxrdh,
, llooe .

[=Rvell

Data interpreted:

< gareful study of these date for such group indicutes
the freguency with which individual members of the group
responded to each of the general statvements. They also
indicute the percentage of reaponse to” the total for each
ETr0Upe

These data also show comparisons between the three uge
groups in the nature of their responses. There is 8 rather
uniform dgreement beliween the groupe in the first four state-
wenta. However in the filth statement group A shows a
higher percentuge, with B occupying & mid-way position and
C very low. Thls reaction is logicul. It would be assumed
that 4 and 3 would 1ook to concrete reasons for their
gonelusions, and that greatsr copportunity is given tnem for
study and compurison now then formerly afforded to C.

Stateument slx shows A's percentuge high; attaching
evidence for the Church's validity upon seeing the sick
nealed. PThis at first may appear reather puradoxical. It

wight be expected that 4 and 3 would aesume that others -
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not members of their church, might receive answer to prayer
as well as they without its being of any value as aviderice
that any church was true or false. Yet favorable prejudics
may incline them to zccept that as evidence for want of a
better one.

Stacements seven to ten inelusive indicote uniform
reaction of 4, B und C. To the eleventh statement A shows
& high reactlion, sagain indlicating that reason and study
carry weight in the younger age gruups. Agreement among
A, B and C groups is found in statement twelve., This factor
holds true in geuerzl for any church.

Statement thirteen shows 4 high, B averuge and C
gothing. HNHo doubt younger wminds look toward pruguatie
values in Church as well as husiness,

The fourteenth statement indlczstes uniform responses
a8 might be -reasonably assumed.

In the fifteenth statement A 18 none, B average, and
C highest. Since that experience is extremely rare as cihunh
histury shows and pernaps not so common now a3 formerly,
there are two reasons for this reaction. Firsi, & longer
period of time had been had by B and € in which to witness
the experience and, second, less opportunitiy now than
formerly for 4 to witness it.

Statement sixteen stands with 4 and B high, looking
for concrete data, and C depending less upon that type of
data then religious experiences felt in the past.

weventeen showse A none, but B und C high. This
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gituction like statement fifteen calls fox the same answer,

Stetement eighteen shows A and B average and C none,.
Younger minds demsnd righteousness in terms of intrinsie
values.

The nineteenth statement stands with A high, B low
and C none, aguin indicating modern end younger-minded
trends away from the vigorous or violent eestatic experiences
toward more analyticael mental responses and more sober
Judgiments.

In statement twenty we may expect the result to be
quite the reverse due to the opposite nature of guestion
nineteen, with A none and B and C equally high.

A scores a high percentage in the twenty first
statement, with B low and C not reporting. The two latter
groups seem satisfied with their own private scources of
gvidence rather than looking to satlsfactions that come &s
& reward Tfor joyful work well done,

The twenty-seconéd and twenty-third statements have
4 very high as compsred to B gnd C. They repeat the idea
contained in statement twendy-ocne for the same resson.

stotement twenty-four has A high with no Ley to the
reason., It would be logically assumed that B and C noma lly
would nave experienced more sorrows within & greater life's
gpuan than 4, and then too, older people find less mundane
lnterssts to comfort end distract their minds than 4 does.
As yeuars sdvance an individusl often takes solace and refuge

in religious hopes and aspirations. It is probshle that A
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looks to & varlety of minor reasons both from eources of
reason eénd religious emotlonal experiences, for causes to
explain his church allegiance rather than atteupting to
explain away «ll his problems by reason of one, or but few
more intense or outstanding experience often irrelevant to
the situation at hand.

Statement twenty-five gives the only score fo A. In
this group lie the hero and ideal worshippers.

Statement twenty-six contuains one score only, and
that in B.

Orie reason why 1t did not scgore higher in all threse
groups wzg beca&use thie gquestion was previously ssied 1n
arother purt of thc guestionnaire and to avoid repetition
it was not mentioned in this wection.

The resder mey recall that in an earlier part of
this survey in Table I, gquestion 10; "The Latter-Day
Szints have the only true church whooly free from error,"
forty-eight answers were "yesg" =znd two were "no", which
indicates wore fully the attitude taken by A, B and C

groups collectively to the last guestlion.



COLICLUSION

While employed in the work ineident to this study
the writer has Dbeen cognizant of a marked degree of singerity
and integrity of those interviewed.

To determine just what religlon exactly is, and how
it may be most adegquately measured is a problem the writer
shall not presume to answer fully.

The people of Escalante have shown their loyalty
to thelr religion in many concrete instances. Bighty of
their young men and womel have gone into the mission-field
and gratutiously rendered service for & perlod of iwo or
more yeurs, at an aggregute personsal cost to themselves of
about $6H,000.

They and many others have rendered equally gracious
und fsithful service at home, with no other hope of reward
than the satisfaction which comes to them through service,
and the future hope of well done, good andfaithful servant.

Thelr religion seems construective, tolerant and
satisfying, They never seem disturbved at other religious
dogtrines which are contrary to their own belief.

A seeming sense of security prevails. In response to
the guestion, "What would you likely do if you were to
renounce your present religious allegiance?' [The answer would
gome: "To whom else could we go, we must have the words of
eternal life, and we believe and are sure thet this is the

work of God."
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When pressed for & reason Why they believed certain
things, the answer would likely be that thelr knowledge of
certain difinitely known realitles could not be conveyed to
another by definition, that it was not so mueh of this or
that, or whence it comes or whither it goes. (1)

PTheir religion has given to them hope ingtead of
fear, inspiration instead of dispair, good instead of evil,
love instead of hatred, and if there by anything virtuous,
lovaly, or of good report or praiseworthy, they try to seek
after these things.

They did not attempt to argue thelr voint of view,
or regason tie writer into thelr own private notions, assg to
what relliglon 1s or should be, with its concomitant veritles,
immortality, God, eternsl blies, or what have you., Life and
its exporiences have taught them thet all of life's meanings

cannot be vocably expressed. (&)

(1) "It lies in that department of life beyond resson.
Reason can go & conelderable distance, snd then we know it
gan go no farther. Yel there is evidently in that non--
ratlonal beyond, & region of uwnmsusurable distances. This
region is part of our experiences, puirt of our lives. We
know it and we can talk sbout it, but we cannot reduce it to
hard exact Lerus. It 1s not lrrationmal. It does not contra-
dict reason; but there is u guality of life, as real ac a
wathematical demonstration, for which reason is guite
inadecuate. The faculty by which we understand this guality
in life is more thaun emotion, more than feeling. We cummot
dismiss 1t with un inferlor word. It is the land beyond the
mountain. It is & land to which soge men go, to which all
men may go; but no man can make clear to one who has not gone
to 1t whati that country beyond the mountains is." = L.l.Carver,
"Religion and llodern Life."
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The problems of life are more than problems of
nowledge, they are problems of motives, attitudes, desires
and aspirgtions. The world is governed more by emotion than
by thought, before we wmay be certaln Thut mowledge 1s rightly
uged we must see to it that the right attitudes, desires and

determinations are diffused smong menkind.

(&) "You gan never convines another of the truth of
immortality any more than you can of the existence of God,

by were intellectual arguments or by any amount of external
argunents or by any awount of external svidence. The reality,
whether of God or lmmortality, must be perceived within. Tist
is to say, it must be personally experienced if it is to hold
8 vital place in one's 1life and thought." -Jacob Holder, in
"Greatest Thoughts on Immortallity."



RECOLLIENDAT IONL

All the data contained in this study point to the
fuet that the people of liscalante are sincere and loyal
t0 their beliefs, but there seems Lo be a strong general
belief in the traditional doctrinal point of view of the
Church,. Lisny of the doctrines held at present are inconsis-
tent with present discovered facts, and at variance with
present Church opinions gZenerally.

It is the writer's sincere belief that & new and
keener interest needs to be talken by both old and young
alike in sducation matters, both from Church and State
sources.

Parents should insist that their children finish
high sehool, and then put forth every effort to cend them
away to college, rather than to allow them to become &3
Whittier says, "Pixed like a plant to one peculisr spot,
to draw nutirtion, propogate and rot."

Industrielly, Escaluante has for some years past reached
the saturation point. If her sons and daughlers are to meet
thie problems of life happiiy and successfully, she must look
to the proper religious and educational teaching of her

people, both young and old.
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