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About the Authors

Stephen O. Smoot is a doctoral student in Semitic and Egyptian languages
and literature at the Catholic University of America. He previously earned
a master’s degree from the University of Toronto in Near and Middle
Eastern civilizations, with a concentration in Egyptology, and bachelor’s
degrees from Brigham Young University in ancient Near Eastern studies,
with a concentration in Hebrew Bible, and German studies. He is currently
an adjunct instructor of religious education at Brigham Young University
and a research associate with the B. H. Roberts Foundation.

John Gee is the William (Bill) Gay Research Professor in the Depart-
ment of Asian and Near Eastern Languages at Brigham Young Uni-
versity. He has published extensively on scripture and ancient studies.
He has served on the boards of national and international biblical and
Egyptological organizations and as the editor of an international multi-
lingual peer-reviewed Egyptological journal.

Kerry Mubhlestein is a professor of ancient scripture and ancient Near
Eastern studies at Brigham Young University. He received his bachelor’s
degree from BYU in psychology with a Hebrew minor. He received an
MA in ancient Near Eastern studies from BYU and a PhD from UCLA
in Egyptology. His first full-time appointment was a joint position in
religion and history at BY U-Hawaii. He is the director of the BYU Egypt
Excavation Project. He was also a visiting fellow at the University of
Oxford for the 2016-17 academic year. He has served as the chairman
of a national committee for the American Research Center in Egypt and
serves on their Research Supporting Member Council. He is the senior
vice president of the Society for the Study of Egyptian Antiquities and
has served as president. He has published and researched on Egyptologi-
cal topics and Book of Abraham topics for over two decades.

John S. Thompson obtained his BA and MA in ancient Near Eastern studies

(Hebrew Bible) from BYU and UC Berkeley, respectively, and completed

a PhD in Egyptology at the University of Pennsylvania. After more than

twenty-five years as an employee of Seminaries and Institutes of Religion—
most recently as the coordinator/institute director in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts—he currently researches and writes for Scripture Central.
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