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Appendix:  
Book of Abraham Bibliography

The following bibliography on the Book of Abraham has been modi-
fied and expanded from that found at www.pearlofgreatprice cen tral 

.org. The purpose of this bibliography is to assemble a variety of works 
on the Book of Abraham written primarily by or for Latter-day Saints. 
This bibliography is not exhaustive and does not include more special-
ized academic literature. Instead, it has been curated with the intent of 
highlighting works that are more readily accessible to average Latter-day 
Saint readers. Most of these items can be accessed online by following 
the hyperlinks collected at Pearl of Great Price Central for the conve-
nience of the reader.

General Reference Works and Monographs

Clark, E. Douglas. The Blessings of Abraham: Becoming a Zion People. 
American Fork, Utah: Covenant Communications, 2005.

Draper, Richard D., S. Kent Brown, and Michael D. Rhodes. The Pearl of 
Great Price: A Verse- by- Verse Commentary. Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book, 2005.

Gee, John. An Introduction to the Book of Abraham. Provo, Utah: Reli-
gious Studies Center, Brigham Young University; Salt Lake City: 
Deseret Book, 2017.

———. “Joseph Smith and Ancient Egypt.” In Approaching Antiquity: 
Joseph Smith and the Ancient World, edited by Lincoln H. Blumell, 
Matthew J. Grey, and Andrew H. Hedges, 427–48. Provo, Utah: Reli-
gious Studies Center, Brigham Young University; Salt Lake City: 
Deseret Book, 2015.

Gee, John, and Brian M. Hauglid, comps. and eds. Astronomy, Papyrus, 
and Covenant. Studies in the Book of Abraham 3. Provo, Utah: Foun-
dation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 2005.
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Givens, Terryl, with Brian M. Hauglid. The Pearl of Greatest Price: Mor-
monism’s Most Controversial Scripture. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2019.

Jensen, Robin S., Kerry Muhlestein, and Scott C. Esplin. “Discussing 
Difficult Topics: The Book of Abraham.” Religious Educator 21, no. 3 
(2020): 117–37.

Johnson, Mark J. “Scriptures with Pictures: Methodology, Unexamined 
Assumptions, and the Study of the Book of Abraham.” Interpreter: 
A Journal of Mormon Scripture 25 (2017): 1–59.

Largey, Dennis L., ed. The Pearl of Great Price Reference Companion. Salt 
Lake City: Deseret Book, 2017.

Millet, Robert L., and Kent P. Jackson, eds. Studies in Scriptures, Vol-
ume 2: The Pearl of Great Price. Salt Lake City: Randall Book, 1985.

Morris, Larry E. “The Book of Abraham: Ask the Right Questions and 
Keep on Looking.” FARMS Review 16, no. 2 (2004): 355–80.

Muhlestein, Kerry. “Approaching Understandings in the Book of Abra-
ham.” FARMS Review 18, no. 2 (2006): 229–46.

———. “Egyptian Papyri and the Book of Abraham: A Faithful, Egyp-
tological Point of View.” In No Weapon Shall Prosper: New Light 
on Sensitive Issues, edited by Robert L. Millet, 217–43. Provo, Utah: 
Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University; Salt Lake City: 
Deseret Book, 2011.

———. “Egyptian Papyri and the Book of Abraham: Some Questions and 
Answers.” Religious Educator 11, no. 1 (2010): 91–106.

———. “The Explanation- Defying Book of Abraham.” In A Reason for 
Faith: Navigating LDS Doctrine and Church History, edited by Laura 
Harris Hales, 79–91. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book; Provo, Utah: Reli-
gious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, 2016.

———. “Joseph Smith and Egyptian Artifacts: A Model for Evaluating 
the Prophetic Nature of the Prophet’s Ideas about the Ancient World.” 
BYU Studies Quarterly 55, no. 3 (2016): 35–82.

———. “Joseph Smith’s Biblical View of Egypt.” In Approaching Antiquity: 
Joseph Smith and the Ancient World, edited by Lincoln H. Blumell, 
Matthew J. Grey, and Andrew H. Hedges, 449–73. Provo, Utah: Reli-
gious Studies Center; Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2015.

———. Let’s Talk about the Book of Abraham. Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book, 2022.

Peterson, H. Donl. “Origin of the Book of Abraham.” In Encyclopedia of 
Mormonism, edited by Daniel H. Ludlow, 1:132–34. 4 vols. New York: 
Macmillan, 1992.

———. The Pearl of Great Price: A History and Commentary. Salt Lake 
City: Deseret Book, 1987.
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Peterson, H. Donl, and Charles D. Tate, eds. The Pearl of Great Price: Rev-
elations from God. Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham 
Young University, 1989.

Rhodes, Michael D. “Studies about the Book of Abraham.” In Encyclope-
dia of Mormonism, edited by Daniel H. Ludlow, 1:137–38. 4 vols. New 
York: Macmillan, 1992.

Smoot, Stephen O. “Framing the Book of Abraham: Presumptions and 
Paradigms.” Interpreter: A Journal of Latter- day Saint Faith and Schol-
arship 47 (2021): 263–338.

———. “‘From the Catecombs of Egypt’: Latter- day Saint Engagement 
with Ancient Egypt and the Contest of Religious Identity.” Journal of 
Mormon History 46, no. 4 (Fall 2020): 1–44.

Whipple, Walter L. “An Analysis of Textual Changes in ‘The Book of 
Abraham’ and in the ‘Writings of Joseph Smith, the Prophet’ in the 
Pearl of Great Price.” Master’s thesis, Brigham Young University, 1959.

The Joseph Smith Papyri

Baer, Klaus. “The Breathing Permit of Hôr: A Translation of the Appar-
ent Source of the Book of Abraham.” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon 
Thought 3, no. 3 (Fall 1968): 109–34.

Barney, Quinten. “The Joseph Smith Papyri and the Writings of Joseph 
of Egypt.” Journal of Mormon History 42, no. 2 (Spring 2016): 95–109.

Clark, James R. “Joseph Smith and the Lebolo Egyptian Papyri.” BYU 
Studies 8, no. 2 (Winter 1968): 195–203.

D.L.G. “New Light on Joseph Smith’s Egyptian Papyri: Additional Frag-
ment Disclosed.” Improvement Era 71, no. 2 (February 1968): 40.

Gee, John. “The Ancient Owners of the Joseph Smith Papyri.” FARMS 
Report (1999).

———. “Eyewitness, Hearsay, and Physical Evidence of the Joseph Smith 
Papyri.” In The Disciple as Witness: Essays on Latter- day Saint His-
tory and Doctrine in Honor of Richard Lloyd Anderson, edited by 
 Stephen D. Ricks, Donald W. Parry, and Andrew H. Hedges, 175–217. 
Provo, Utah: Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 
2000.

———. “Formulas and Faith.” Journal of the Book of Mormon and Other 
Restoration Scripture 21, no. 1 (2012): 60–65.

———. A Guide to the Joseph Smith Papyri. Provo, Utah: Foundation for 
Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 2000.

———. “A History of the Joseph Smith Papyri and Book of Abraham.” 
FARMS Report (1999).
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———. “New Light on the Joseph Smith Papyri.” FARMS Review 19, no. 2 
(2007): 245–59.

———. “Some Puzzles from the Joseph Smith Papyri.” FARMS Review 20, 
no. 1 (2008): 113–37.

Muhlestein, Kerry. “Assessing the Joseph Smith Papyri: An Introduction to 
the Historiography of Their Acquisitions, Translations, and Interpreta-
tions.” Interpreter: A Journal of Mormon Scripture 22 (2016): 17–49.

———. “The Book of Breathings in Its Place.” FARMS Review 17, no. 2 
(2005): 471–86.

———. “Papyri and Presumptions: A Careful Examination of the Eyewit-
ness Accounts Associated with the Joseph Smith Papyri.” Journal of 
Mormon History 42, no. 4 (October 2016): 31–50.

———. “The Religious and Cultural Background of Joseph Smith Papy-
rus I.” Journal of the Book of Mormon and Other Restoration Scripture 
22, no. 1 (2013): 20–33.

Muhlestein, Kerry, and Alexander L. Baugh. “Preserving the Joseph 
Smith Papyri Fragments: What Can We Learn from the Paper on 
Which the Papyri Were Mounted?” Journal of Book of Mormon and 
Other Restoration Scripture 22, no. 2 (2013): 66–83.

Peterson, H. Donl. “Antonio Lebolo: Excavator of the Book of Abraham.” 
BYU Studies 31, no. 3 (Summer 1991): 5–29.

———. “Sacred Writings from the Tombs of Egypt.” In The Pearl of Great 
Price: Revelations from God, edited by H. Donl Peterson and Charles 
D. Tate Jr., 137–53. Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham 
Young University, 1989.

Rhodes, Michael D. Books of the Dead Belonging to Tshemmin and Nefer-
irnub: A Translation and Commentary. Provo, Utah: Neal A. Maxwell 
Institute for Religious Scholarship, 2010.

———. The Hor Book of Breathings: A  Translation and Commentary. 
Studies in the Book of Abraham 2. Edited by John Gee. Provo, Utah: 
Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 2002.

Todd, Jay M. “Background of the Church Historian’s Fragment.” Improve-
ment Era 71, no. 2 (February 1968): 41–49.

———. “Egyptian Papyri Rediscovered.” Improvement Era 71, no. 1 (Janu-
ary 1968): 12–16.

Wilson, John A. “The Joseph Smith Egyptian Papyri: Translations and 
Interpretations: A Summary Report.” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon 
Thought 3, no. 2 (Summer 1968): 67–85.

4

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 61, Iss. 4 [2022], Art. 53

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol61/iss4/53



  289Book of Abraham Bibliography

The Coming Forth and Translation of the Book of Abraham

Brown, Samuel Morris. “The Egyptian Bible and the Cosmic Order.” 
Chap. 6 in Joseph Smith’s Translation: The Words and Worlds of Early 
Mormonism, 193–232. New York: Oxford University Press, 2020.

———. “Joseph (Smith) in Egypt: Babel, Hieroglyphs, and the Pure Lan-
guage of Eden.” Church History 78, no. 1 (2009): 26–65.

Gee, John. “Fantasy and Reality in the Translation of the Book of Abra-
ham.” Interpreter: A Journal of Latter- day Saint Faith and Scholarship 
42 (2021): 127–70.

———. “Prolegomena to a Study of the Egyptian Alphabet Documents in 
the Joseph Smith Papers.” Interpreter: A Journal of Latter- day Saint 
Faith and Scholarship 42 (2021): 77–98.

———. “The Role of the Book of Abraham in the Restoration.” FARMS 
Report (1997).

Grey, Matthew J. “Approaching Egyptian Papyri through Biblical Lan-
guage: Joseph Smith’s Use of Hebrew in His Translation of the Book 
of Abraham.” In Producing Ancient Scripture: Joseph Smith’s Trans-
lation Projects in the Development of Mormon Christianity, edited 
by Michael Hubbard MacKay, Mark Ashurst- McGee, and Brian M. 
Hauglid, 390–451. Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2020.

———. “‘The Word of the Lord in the Original’: Joseph Smith’s Study of 
Hebrew in Kirtland.” In Approaching Antiquity: Joseph Smith and the 
Ancient World, edited by Lincoln H. Blumell, Matthew J. Grey, and 
Andrew H. Hedges, 249–302. Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, 
Brigham Young University; Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2015.

Haggerty, Charles Edward. “A Study of the Book of Abraham.” Master’s 
thesis, Brigham Young University, 1946.

Hedges, Andrew H. “A Wanderer in a Strange Land: Abraham in Amer-
ica, 1800–1850.” In Astronomy, Papyrus, and Covenant, compiled and 
edited by John Gee and Brian M. Hauglid, 175–187. Studies in the 
Book of Abraham 3. Provo, Utah: Foundation for Ancient Research 
and Mormon Studies, 2005.

Lindsay, Jeff. “A Precious Resource with Some Gaps.” Interpreter: A Jour-
nal of Latter- day Saint Faith and Scholarship 33 (2019): 13–104.

Muhlestein, Kerry. “Papyri and Presumptions: A Careful Examination 
of the Eyewitness Accounts Associated with the Joseph Smith Papyri.” 
Journal of Mormon History 42, no. 4 (2016): 31–50.

———. “Prelude to the Pearl: Sweeping Events Leading to the Discovery 
of the Book of Abraham.” in Prelude to the Restoration: From Apostasy 
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to the Restored Church, 130–41. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book; Provo, 
Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, 2004.

Muhlestein, Kerry, and Megan Hansen. “‘The Work of Translating’: 
The Book of Abraham’s Translation Chronology.” In Let Us Reason 
Together: Essays in Honor of the Life’s Work of Robert L. Millet, edited 
by J. Spencer Fluhman and Brent L. Top, 139–62. Provo, Utah: Reli-
gious Studies Center and Neal A. Maxwell Institute for Religious 
Scholarship, Brigham Young University; Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book, 2016.

Peterson, H. Donl. The Story of the Book of Abraham: Mummies, Manu-
scripts, and Mormonism. Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1995.

———. “Translation and Publication of the Book of Abraham.” In Ency-
clopedia of Mormonism, edited by Daniel H. Ludlow, 1:134. 4 vols. 
New York: Macmillan, 1992.

Sandberg, Karl C. “Knowing Brother Joseph Again: The Book of Abra-
ham and Joseph Smith as Translator.” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon 
Thought 22, no. 4 (Winter 1989): 17–37.

Smoot, Stephen O. “Did Joseph Smith Use a Seer Stone in the Transla-
tion of the Book of Abraham?” Religious Educator 23, no. 2 (2022): 
65–107.

Thompson, John S. “‘We May Not Understand Our Words’: The Book 
of Abraham and the Concept of Translation in The Pearl of Greatest 
Price.” Interpreter: A Journal of Latter- day Saint Faith and Scholarship 
41 (2020): 1–48.

Todd, Jay M. The Saga of the Book of Abraham. Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book, 1969.

Walton, Michael T. “Professor Seixas, the Hebrew Bible, and the Book of 
Abraham.” Sunstone 6, no. 2 (March–April 1981): 41–43.

Wilcox, Matthew Porter. “The Coming Forth of the Book of Abraham.” 
In 2009 BYU Religious Education Student Symposium, 105–21. Provo, 
Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, 2009.

Zucker, Louis C. “Joseph Smith as a Student of Hebrew.” Dialogue: A Jour-
nal of Mormon Thought 3, no. 2 (Summer 1968): 41–55.

Book of Abraham Manuscripts

Hauglid, Brian M, ed. A Textual History of the Book of Abraham: Man-
uscripts and Editions. Studies in the Book of Abraham 5. Edited by 
John Gee and Brian M. Hauglid. Provo, Utah: Neal A. Maxwell Insti-
tute for Religious Scholarship, 2010.
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Jensen, Robin Scott, and Brian M. Hauglid, eds. Revelations and Translations, 
Volume 4: Book of Abraham and Related Manuscripts. Facsimile edition. 
Joseph Smith Papers. Salt Lake City: Church Historian’s Press, 2018.

Rogers, Brent M., and others, eds. Documents, Volume 5: October 1835–
January 1838, 69–88. Joseph Smith Papers. Salt Lake City: Church 
Historian’s Press, 2017.

Smith, Alex D., Christian K. Heimburger, and Christopher James Blythe, 
eds. Documents, Volume 9: December 1841–April 1842, 251–64. Joseph 
Smith Papers. Salt Lake City: Church Historian’s Press, 2019.

The Book of Abraham in the Ancient World

Adams, William James, Jr. “Human Sacrifice and the Book of Abraham.” 
BYU Studies 9, no. 4 (Summer 1969): 473–80.

Barney, Kevin. “On Elkenah as Canaanite El.” Journal of the Book of Mor-
mon and Other Restoration Scripture 19, no. 1 (2010): 22–35.

Barney, Quinten. “Sobek: The Idolatrous God of Pharaoh Amenem-
het III.” Journal of the Book of Mormon and Other Restoration Scrip-
ture 22, no. 2 (2013): 22–27.

Benson, RoseAnn. “Reexamining Lot.” Religious Educator 14, no. 1 (2013): 
59–81.

Calabro, David. “The Choreography of Genesis: The Book of Abraham 
as a Ritual Text.” In Sacred Time, Sacred Space, and Sacred Mean-
ing: Proceedings of the Third Interpreter Matthew B. Brown Memorial 
Conference, “The Temple on Mount Zion,” 5 November 2016, edited by 
Stephen D. Ricks and Jeffrey M. Bradshaw, 241–61. Orem, Utah: The 
Interpreter Foundation; Salt Lake City: Eborn Books, 2020.

Clark, E. Douglas. Review of Armenian Apocrypha Relating to Abraham 
by Michael E. Stone. BYU Studies Quarterly 53, no. 2 (2014): 173–79.

Cook, Bradley J. “The Book of Abraham and the Islamic Qiṣaṣ al- Anbiyāʾ 
(Tales of the Prophets) Extant Literature.” Dialogue: A Journal of 
Mormon Thought 33, no. 4 (Winter 2000): 127–46.

Freedman, David Noel. “The Ebla Tablets and the Abraham Tradition.” 
In Reflections on Mormonism: Judaeo- Christian Parallels, edited by 
Truman G. Madsen, 67–78. Provo, Utah: Religious Studies Center, 
Brigham Young University, 1978.

Gee, John. “Abraham and Idrimi.” Journal of the Book of Mormon and 
Other Restoration Scripture 22, no. 1 (2013): 34–39.

———. “Abraham in Ancient Egyptian Texts.” Ensign 22, no. 7 (July 1992): 
60–62.
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———. “The Crocodile God of Pharaoh in Mesopotamia.” Insights: An 
Ancient Window [FARMS newsletter] (October 1996): 2.

———. “An Egyptian View of Abraham.” In Bountiful Harvest: Essays in 
Honor of S. Kent Brown, edited by Andrew C. Skinner, D. Morgan 
Davis, and Carl Griffin, 137–56. Provo, Utah: Neal A. Maxwell Insti-
tute for Religious Scholarship, 2011.

———. “Four Idolatrous Gods in the Book of Abraham.” Interpreter: 
A Journal of Latter- day Saint Faith and Scholarship 38 (2020): 133–51.

———. “Has Olishem Been Discovered?” Journal of the Book of Mormon 
and Other Restoration Scripture 22, no. 2 (2013): 104–7.

———. “The Wanderings of Abraham.” In From Creation to Sinai: The 
Old Testament through the Lens of the Restoration, edited by Dan-
iel L. Belnap and Aaron P. Schade, 251–78. Provo, Utah: Religious 
Studies Center, Brigham Young University; Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book, 2021.
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That Wasn’t.” Interpreter: A Journal of Latter- day Saint Faith and 
Scholarship 50 (2022): 299–320.

Gee, John, and Stephen D. Ricks. “Historical Plausibility: The Historic-
ity of the Book of Abraham as a Case Study.” In Historicity and the 
Latter- day Saint Scriptures, edited by Paul Y. Hoskisson, 63–98. Provo, 
Utah: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University, 2001.

Givens, Terryl L. When Souls Had Wings: Pre- mortal Existence in West-
ern Thought. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009.

Halverson, Taylor. “The Lives of Abraham: Seeing Abraham through 
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Astronomy, Papyrus, and Covenant, compiled and edited by John 
Gee and Brian M. Hauglid, 131–46. Studies in the Book of Abra-
ham 3. Provo, Utah: Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon 
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The Old Testament through the Lens of the Restoration, edited by 
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Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University; Salt Lake City: 
Deseret Book, 2021.

Hoskisson, Paul Y. “Where Was Ur of the Chaldees?” In The Pearl of 
Great Price: Revelations from God, edited by H. Donl Peterson and 
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