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This powerful novel follows a brave sixteen-year-old girl named Starr
as she’s confronted with contemporary racism. Having witnessed the
murder of her friend in an act of police brutality, she finds herself in a
position to use her words as weapons, but what if she doesn’t want to
fight? A current text accurately detailing important messages from the
Black Lives Matter movement, themes including gang violence, rioting,
and racism are given life. An important perspective for any reader, this
text is timely and appropriate in its message to readers concerning the
reality of “THUG LIFE.”
Thomas’s novel features compelling and lifelike characters who experience real-life conflicts like racism, coming of age, and family conflict,
and who also watched the Harry Potter movies. These people are so
detailed that the book reads almost like an autobiography rather than
realistic fiction. Because of the realism and the authentic details in the
book, the affective quality is well-felt. Readers will find themselves
laughing and crying as they follow Starr’s family though every new
turn. Some readers may be uncomfortable with the true-to-life language used in the book, but the vulgarities are used in vernacular and
further the genuine nature of the text. This book lives up to the bravado. An important book for young adults and beyond, expect to be
changed by the messages and characters therein.
*Contains severe language, moderate sexual content, and severe violence.
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