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In 2016, Royal Skousen (with the collaboration of Stanford Carmack) 
published Grammatical Variation, a two-volume work in which they 

argue that the original nonstandard grammar in the Book of Mormon 
derives from Early Modern English rather than from Joseph Smith’s dia-
lect. Now in another two-volume work, The Nature of the Original Lan-
guage, Skousen argues (again with the assistance of Carmack) that nearly 
all of the vocabulary, phrases, expressions, and syntactic constructions 
in the text derive from Early Modern English. In fact, at least 80 of these 
language forms disappeared from English one to three centuries before 
Joseph Smith’s time. Carmack further shows that the Book of Mormon’s 
particular syntax is not found in the King James Bible, nor in Joseph 
Smith’s writings or in the pseudobiblical writings common to his time, 
but it was prevalent in the English of the second half of the 1500s. Finally, 
Skousen provides evidence that the themes of the Book of Mormon—
religious, social, and political—were the prominent issues of the Protes-
tant Reformation and do not date from Joseph Smith’s time—examples 
like burning people at the stake for heresy, standing before the bar of 
justice, secret combinations, and the rejection of child baptism. For more 
on the project, see http://criticaltext.byustudies.byu.edu.
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Martin Harris: Uncompromising Witness of the Book of Mormon 
reveals the compelling story of a man who struggled to keep his 

faith in the prophetic calling of Joseph Smith and the restoration of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. His is a story of fascination with worldly honors, 
flirtations with apostasy, and pride that nearly cost him the joy of his 
later years in the West. It is the biography of a witness who clung tena-
ciously to his testimony of the Book of Mormon.

“Well-known historians Susan Black and Larry Porter have written a land-
mark biography of Martin Harris, one of the most important figures in 
early Church history. Joseph Smith relied on his generosity and goodwill to 
publish the Book of Mormon, of which he was one of the Three Witnesses. 
But Latter-day Saints in the twenty-first century know relatively little about 
him, especially the decades he spent away from the Restoration—until now. 
This biography deserves a place on the book shelves of historians and other 
interested Church members. Strongly recommend.”

Reid L. Neilson 
Assistant Church Historian and Recorder 
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