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Heason ana ugm 

Trail footprints of old events, 
Of spent achievements, of crazy thoughts, 
Of friars, of boastful men, and of grave diggers, 
And incorrectly I recall 
Memories of fleeting encounters 
With heretics and people self-learned. 
Two circuits are burned 
We're stuck on the rhyme in "-urned' 
And so we've become mentally turned. 
Come, Mr. Simpson, quickly be concerned 
Come to me with instruments atturned 
Change the connection burned, 
Eight-thousand six-hundred and seventeen numberned. 
Fix it, and many thanks earned. (SN, 53) 

And pere is another example, in which no lyric variables are pre-set by 
the Poet, who lets the machine's fantasy run loose: 

Oh, to bring a young woman to bed: 
There's nothing better than that, I've been told. 
I wouldn't mind trying it out, 
It would be a new experience for me: 
But for her, poor thing, what a torture! 
This frame is too hard 
Brass, bronze, cast iron, bakelite: 
Reaching out her hand, she finds a bolt; 
Puckering up her lips, she finds a metallic brush; 
She clutches me at her breast and gets a shock. (SN, 49) 

Although the author is obviously enjoying his funny, literary exercises, 
the message is clear: machines and technology can help man, provided 
men control the machines. 

Credit must be given to Levi for his great technological and 
scientific foresight in 1966. If this is a representative glimpse of what 
was considered science fiction only twenty-three years ago, then we 
should all give it serious thought. The self-diagnosis test run by the 
versifier before producing its poems is astonishingly similar to that of 
today's computers. 

While the first story of the "Simpson cycle" is written as a play, 
the other short stories are not. In "L'ordine a buon mercato" ("Cheap 
order") American salesman Simpson plays with his enticing American 
accent to encourage sales of the "mimete" machine. Doesn't Europe 
look to the United States for new technology and machines, anyhow? 
The "mimete" machine creates, and so does science: it is not a mere 
matter of imitating nature. The "mimete" will create order from 


