Children's Book and Media Review

Volume 38

Issue 8 August 2017 Article 25

2017

Heidi Hecklebeck #2: Heidi Hecklebeck Casts a
Spell

Amanda Durrant

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation

Durrant, Amanda (2017) "Heidi Hecklebeck #2: Heidi Hecklebeck Casts a Spell," Children’s Book and Media Review: Vol. 38 : Iss. 8,
Article 25.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol38/iss8/25

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the All Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been accepted for inclusion in Children's
Book and Media Review by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu,

ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.


http://home.byu.edu/home/?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fcbmr%2Fvol38%2Fiss8%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://home.byu.edu/home/?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fcbmr%2Fvol38%2Fiss8%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fcbmr%2Fvol38%2Fiss8%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol38?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fcbmr%2Fvol38%2Fiss8%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol38/iss8?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fcbmr%2Fvol38%2Fiss8%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol38/iss8/25?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fcbmr%2Fvol38%2Fiss8%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fcbmr%2Fvol38%2Fiss8%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol38/iss8/25?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fcbmr%2Fvol38%2Fiss8%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarsarchive@byu.edu,%20ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu
mailto:scholarsarchive@byu.edu,%20ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu

Book Review

Casts a Spell
Author: Wanda Coven

Illustrator: Priscilla Burris % @“E L.Ex
Reviewer: Amanda Durrant asts a Spel|
Publisher: Simon and Schuster
Publication Year: 2016

ISBN: 0781442440883
Number of Pages: 2012

Interest Level: Intermediate, Young Adult
Rating: Excellent

Heidi's problems with meanie Melanie continue in this second book of the series, this time focus-

ing on the school play. Heidi is collecting the ingredients to make a spell that will cause Melanie to
forget her lines during opening night. Heidi’s spell works, and Melanie bursts into tears during the
play, making Heidi feel awful enough to reverse the spell. It turns out that Heidi comes from a line of
witches, including her mother and her eccentric aunt. Once Heidi's aunt realizes what Heidi has done,
she teaches Heidi not use magic for personal gain.

Title: Heidi Hecklebeck #2: Heidi Hecklebeck “ %

I

Children will love this series as it is easy to read and has cute drawings on about every other page.
The font is large and interesting, with funny names and goofy texts included with the lesson of the
story. However, as with the first book, Heidi is being bullied and the issue is not being addressed. Her
feelings are explored more, but no resolution to the bullying is offered other than Heidi retaliating
and seeking revenge. At least the bitterness of revenge is explored, but the way the book addresses
resolution of peer bullying is not up to par and the lesson of the story seems lost.
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