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A Chronology of Mozart and His Times

Hans-Wilhelm Kelling

1756 Wolfgang Amadeus Maozart
is born on January 17 In a
flar located at what is now
Getreidegasse 9 in Salzbyrg,
Austria.

Leopold MMozart, the father
of Wolfgang, publishes his
Violin Method,

This year sees the com-
mencement of the Seven
Year War. When it ends in
1763, Prussia hias defeated
Austria, France, and Hussia
and has become the
strongest military power in
Europe.

1757 Domenico  Scarlarii, the
weell-known Baroguee Nalian
composer, dies in Madrid.

1759 ieorg Friedrich Hindel, composer of Messiah, dies in London on
April 14, Mozart, who admired Hindel's compositions, pecfirms gev-
eral of them at the age of eight for King George U1 of England in 1764,

Friedrich Schiller, Germany's foremost dramatist [ Don Carlos, Wal-
iemstorn, Maria Stuary, Willelm Tell), who lectures and writes on
history at the University of Jena { Histery of the Revolt of the Nether-
lnnds, Histery of the Thirty Years' Way), is born. He publishes On the
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Avsthetic Education of Man in a Series of Letters, a key philosophical
text, in 1795,

Adam Smith publishes Theory of Moral Senrtmenes:

oo King George 11 of England dies, and his grandson, George [11,
assumes the throne. During George 1113 reign, the American Revolu-
tionary War leads to the independence of the United States in 1783

Oliver Goldsmith publishes Citizen of the World,
Laurénce Sterne publishes parts of Tristram Shondy.
In London, the Botanical Gardens in Kew are apéried,

Josiah Wedgwood founds his pottery waorks in Staffordshire,
England.

161 Frang Joseph Havdn (17321804], the “father of the symphony™ wha
composes over 100 symphonies and &3 string quartetsin his lifetime,
is appointed Kapellmeister to Prince Esterhazy in Tisenstads near
Vienna, About 1790 he moves to Vienna Mozart acknowledges
Haydn's formative (nfluence. Haydn calls Mozart the greatest com-
poser known to him,

1762 In January, Leopold Mozart takes his son and daughter (Nannerl,
1731-1824) 1o pecform before the Bavarian Elector in Murich,

In October, the children perform at the Schanbrunn Palace in Vienma
before Empress Maria Theresa [1m7—7o). Six-vear-old Welfgang
jumps on her lap and kisses her. She receives Mozant several more
times but does niot promote his career.

The Serbonne Library opens in Paris,
Jean Jacgues Rousseau’s Socin! Contract is published.
Christoph Willibald Gluck’s opera Orfeo and Euridice premieres.

1763 Thehozart family travels and performs in Frankfurt, Munich, Brus.
sels, Paris, and London.

fuhann ‘l.*.'nlfg,ang vionn Goethe (1749—1832), t"-.i':‘:rmarl:,":. fremmost
author and thinker, attends a concert given by the children in Frank-
furt. Toward the end of his life he still remembers the little Mosart
“with his wig and sword.” Goethe admires Mozatt, and under
Goethe's direction 280 performances of Mozarl's operas ate per-
formed in Weimar. Mozdrt's most famous song, Das Verlchen, is
based on Goethe's text.

The Seven Y éar War ends in Europe, and France relinguishes its colo-
nial claims in North America to Great Britain, which now claims
Canada and all territory east of the Mississippi,
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Approximation of Europe during the 178as. The Hely Roman Empire of the German
‘Hation mnmﬂglnmmtmn of k:[ngdums and principalities (which at times changed) in
sceiitral Europe that existed from medieval tinres until 1808, For hundreds of vears, It was
ruled by the elected Hapsburg emperors in Vienna and functioned as a kind of confedera-
tion. The powerful archbishaps of Salzburg were also princes in the Empre.

Treanse on Tolerance, by Voltaire (1694-177%), a key figure in Enlight-
enmerit thinking, is published.

1764 I April the Mozart children perform for King Genrgn [11; their per-
formance includes compositions by Hindel. During these carly jour-
neys, Mozart meets many composers, musiciang, and singers at the
warious courts and attends concerts, operas, and performances of reli-
wious music. For example, 01764 Mozart meets Johann Christian
Baich (17351782}, 50n of Johann Sebastian Bach.

(Cesare Beccaria publishes On Crimes and Pums_.&men 5.
1. 1. Winckelmann publishes History of Ancient Art.
Brown University is founded in the American colonies.
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Snlzhurg. hirthplace of Mazart, shown from the Kapuzin:rb:rg. Austro- Hungarian Empire,
photagraph ca 1Bye—1goo. Saltburg has alwavs been the gateway' to the Alps. In the venera-
ble city center, on the right, are the magnificient Barogue cathedral (one of the largest north
of the Alps), the Palade af the Prince Archbishop, and the University of Salehurg,

1765  TheMozart family leaves London for the Netherlands, where the chil-
dren hecone seriously i1l

loseph 11 [1741-1700], son of Maria Theresa, is crowned Haoly Roman
Emperor and becomes co-regent with his mother. He appoints
Mozart Court Composer in 1787,

1766 Jean-Houoré Fragonard paints The Swing.
Adam Ferguson publishes Essay on the History of Civil Seciety.

1767 Christoph Willibald Gluck's opera Alcesre premieres.

1769 Maozart travels o [taly, where he is celebrated everywhere. On Ccwo-
ber 37, he is appointed Kenzertmeister at the Salzburg court on an
honorary basis.

Napoleon is born on August 15 in Corsica. He crowns himself
Emperor of France and defeats Austria in 1806, He is defeated at
Waterloo in2815-and dies in exile in 1821,

Williarm Robertson's History of Charles V' is published; Hisiory of
Amnterica will be published iniym.
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1770 Pope Clement X1V confers on Moizart the Order of the Golden Spur.

Maozart dirécts his opera Midridate, R di Pantoin Milan on Decernbeér
26, [tisa great success and is repeated twenty imes,

Ludwig van Beethoven is born in Bonn; he dies in Vienna in 1827,

1771 The first edition of the Encpclopdedia Britannica is published.
Bemarnin West paints The Deatlr of Walfe.

Jean-Antoine Houdon sculpts Miderat; in 1785 he will create a sculp-
ture of George Washington.

On July 12, Joseph Smith &r. is born in Topsfield, Massachusetts,

572 Mozart is formally appeinted Konzertmeister in Salzburg at an
annuzl salary of 150 gulden,

Johann Gottfried von Herder publishes O the Origin of Speech;
in 1791 he publishes his influential Ideas on the Philosephy of His-
tory of Fumanity, He publishes his Volksliedsammiung, a collec-
tion of folk songs many of these are set to music by German
Romantic composers,

£

Bridae over the Salzach River, Salsburg, Austro-Hungarian Empire, photograph ca, iéga-1900.
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1773

1774

1776

77

Mozart composes the Salsburg Symphonies,

The Boston Tea Party leads to controversy between Great Britain and
the American colonies.

Dhie Leiden des Jusgen Werther, Goethe's first novel, causes a sensation
in Europe. During this time he is also working on Faust. As Director
of the Court Theater in Weimar from 17o1 to 1817, he will have The
Magic Flute performed eighty-nine times, In 1795 he will begin 10
work on 2 Magie Flute sequel, which he will never complete.

The First Continental Congress convenes on September 26 with rep-
resentatives from twelve of the thirteen Amercan eolonies.

Mozart completes five violin concertos, which are still regulary per-
formed roday.

The American War of Independence beging at Lexington and Con-
cord, Massachusetts.

Tucy Mack, Joseph Smith's mother, is born on July 8 1775, in Gilsum,
Mew Hampshire. She
marries Joseph Smith Sr.
on amiary 24, 1796,

In Tuly, Mozart's Haffner
Serenade is performed in
Salzburp.: Mozart alse
composes several piano
CONCErtos.

On July 4, representa-
tives of the Seconc
Continental  Congress
approve the Declaration
of Independence, pri-
marily  authored by
Thomas Jeffersan.

[ravid Hume {borm i711),
known for ideas of
philosophical  empiri-
cism, skepticism, and
natural religion, dies in Moz monument, Vienna, Ausme- Hungarian
Edinburgh, Scotland. Empire. This monament is today found in

the center of Vienna, in the gardens of the

Hofburg (Imperial Palacel. Mozart s here
Mozart ’5‘3"'“_13‘1‘3“5'5 the  poriraved at the hight of his power, a5 2 sec-
significant Piano Con-  ylar saint who sands sovergign over the
certo in E-flat Major. musical instruments laid at hus feet.
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A Chronology of Mogart —- 15

1778 In March, Mozart and his mother
travel 1o Paris, where the com-
poser unsuccessfully seeks em-
ployment. He composes his
Symphony in O Major.

On July 3, Maria Anna Walburga,
née Pert], Mozart's mother, passes
away: She was born in 1720

tr7g  Mozart is appointed Cathedral
Organist in Salzburg at an annual
salary of 450 gulden.

Gatthold  Ephraim Lessing
U7g-17a), the famous German =5
author of the Enlightenment, pub- <% by Hagen Haltern. The Ger-
Hiibics it dranta Nehian e Weise, 28 Enlightenment is often seso-

gl cipeed ‘with Immanuel Kant's
4 model for teligionss tolemance. famous philosophical treatises.

But another one of s achigve-
;780 In  Saleburg, Mozart meers ~MENTE through Lessing, Goethe,
Emnanuel Schikaneder (1951—1fr2),  Schiller, Mozart, and others, was

who later provides the libretto for 20 sesthetic synthesis of European
The Magic Flute, Enfightenment principles, such as

is found in The Magic Fluge.

Costzap gt lahist

Empress Maria Theresa dies, and

her son Joseph TI becomes sole

ruler of the Hapsburg possessions. He carries out major social
reforms, among them the emancipation of the serfs, the abolition of
feudaliem, and the promotion of religious toleration,

Christoph Martin Wieland {1733-3813) publishes the cpic pocm
(Hheran,

1781 In Tanuary, Mozart's opera [domensze 15 first performed in Mumich.
This year is a major turning point in Mozart's life. He is outraged by
the Archbishop of Salzburg's treatment of him, desires to become
independent, and moves to Vienna.

Mozart enjoys compaosing and giving concerts in Vienna, In July the
very successful premiere of Die Entfiihrung aus dem Serail {The
Abduction from the Seraglio) takes place, and the opera is repeated
several imes.

On Ausgust 4, Wolfzang marries Constanze Weber (1762-1842). ltisa
happy marriage, and Constanze bears six children, only two of whom
live to-adulthood.

Tmmanue] Kant {1724—1804) publishes his Keittk der refnen Vernunft,
proclaiming the limitations of mtional knowledge.
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The grand staircase of the Vienna State Opera Howse, where Mozart’s works are regularly
performed today. Photograph ce: 18gt-1000.
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A Chronplegy of Mezart —. 17

In Vienna, the Holy Roman Emperor of the Germanic Nation,
Joseph 11, grants a patent for religions toleration throughout the
Hapsburg lands.

7Bz Mozart's son Raimund Leopold is born in June but dies on August 19,
[n Linz, Mozart composes the Ling Symphony.

Moses Mendelssohn publishes fernsalem, a plea for religious toleration.

France, England, and the United States of America sign a peace treaty
ending the American Revolutionary War,

trig  Mozart's son Carl Thomas is born. As an adult, Carl Thomas maves
to Milan-and dies there in 1858,

On December 14, Mozart is admitted as Apprentce mto the Masonic
Crder, On January 7, 1783, he passes as Fellow Craft Mason and later
is vaised o Master Mason,

Mawzart becomes acquainted with [gnaz von Born,a well-known Mas-
ter Mason and Imperial Counselor of Mints and Mines in Vienna.
Von Born'sarticle Ueber die Mysrerien der Acgyprier, which was pub-
lished in the Masonic periodical Journal fitr Freymaurer, is believed to
b the inspiration for important aspects of The Magic Flute, [gnaz von
Born is thought to be the model for the wise Sarastro.

ok Wesley ereates the charter of Wesleyan Methodism.

1785 In April, Mozart's cantata Die Mavrerfreude is performed in honor of
Ignaz von Born, and in November the Mavrerische Travermusik is
played in honor of the Masomic Order,

lacques Louis David paints Clath of the Horerd,

1786  On May 1, Le Nozze di Figaro (The Marriage of Figaro) is performed
in Vienna.

Mozart's son Thomas Leapold is born but dies in infancy,
Frederick the Great, King of Prussia, dies on August 17,
Joshua Reynolds paints The Duchess of Devonshire,

1787 Mozart iscelebrated in Prague, where he watches performances of his
Figaro, Mozart writes his Prague Symphony.

Mozart composes Erme Rletne Nachtmusik,
O May 28, Mozart's father dies in Salzburg.

Mozart 5 appointed Chamber Musician at a salary of 800 gulden
annially.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2004
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On December 27, Mogart's daughter Theresia Constanzia is born. She
dies six menths later.

Beethoven comes to Vienna for the first time,
Wilhelm Tischbein paints Goethe in the Roman Campagna.

In the United States, the Constitutional Convention convenes.

1788  The premiere of Mozart's Don Giovanni is held on May 7 in Vienna.
Daring the summer, Mozart completes his last three symphonies.
Muogart's financial problems increase.

1780 Mozart travels 1w Berlin and plays before the King of Prussia at the
roval palace.
On November 16, Mozart's daughier Anna Maria is born but dies the
same day,

With the storming of the Bastille on July 14, the French Revolution
begins, ending the French momarchy and establishing a republic,
Marie Amtoinette (1755-1793, daughter of Austrian Empress Maria
Theresa) and her husband, Lowis XV, King of France, are guilfotined
i 1793,

George Washington is'inaugurated ag the first president of the United
States,

Williarn Blake publishes Songs of Innocence.

1790 Mozant's Cosi fan tume premieres im Vienna,

Mogzart attends 4 farewell concert for Joseph Haydn, who departs for
London,

Benjamin Franklin {bom i706), perhaps the most popular American
in prominent Europesn circles of his time, dies on April 17 in
Philadelphia. Franklin was also the inventor of the “glass armonice,”
a musical instrument popular for a time in Europe and for which
Mozart composed music including his "Adagio and Rondo” com-
posed in May 1oL

1791 Mozart's final concert appearance occurs on March 4.
On July 26, Mozart's last son, Franz Xaver Wollgang, is born.

Muoiart receives the commission for the Reguiernt from a supposedly
unmamed person who is believed, however, to have been Count
Walsegg-Stuppach.

On September 30, the premiere performance of Mozart's The Magic
Flure takes place in Vienna,

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol43/iss3/3 10
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[Mstinguished Masons of the Revolution. George Washington
and ather prominent men of the American Revolution were
Freemasons, a5 were prominent Europeans of the Enlighten-
ment, such as Mozant, Goethe, and Lessing.

In late Wovemnber, Mozart falls seriously ill. From his sickbed,
together with friends, he rehearses parts of the Regrienr and instructs
the composer Franz Sissmayr 1o finish the work,

O December 5, Mozart dies at the age of 35. His wife, Constanze,
whao survives her husband by 51 years, receives a modest pension from
the Ausirian emperor and makes do by sclling many of Mozart's
manuscripis.

On December 13, the Bill of Rights becomes part of the United
States Constitution.

. G, Langhaus completes work on the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin,
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1802 ﬂrlgharn Yiosung 15 born on June
1 in Whitingham, Vermont.

1803 Robert Livingstone and |ames
Monroe sign the Lounisiana
Purchase in Paris on April 30
Napolcon sells this tract of
land—larger in .area than
England, France, Germany,
Spain, Portogel, and Iraly
combined—rFor %15 million to
help fund his military cam-
paigns.

1805 Friedrich Schiller dies. in
Weimar.

Joseph Smith isborm in Sharon,
Vermont, on Décember 23

inariysy bk W, Wkl

’ : This statue stands in Mozartplatz,
1809 Constanze remarries; she Salebura, in honor of the cit's most
moves to. Copenhagen and o native:

later 1o Salzburg:

1842 Constanze dies. On September 4, 1842, six menths after her death, a
statue of Mozart is unveiled i Saleburg. Mozart's bwo surnviving sons,
Carl Thomas and Franz Xaver Wolfgang, are presenit. Mozart's Mass
in C Major.and his Requiern are performed in the Salzburg Cathedral,

On April 21 in Vienna, another statue of Mozart is woveiled. It now
stands in the center of the city. The Kdchel Verzeichmis of Mozart’s
works lists 626 compositions; 22 operas and dramatic works, 56 pleces
of church music, 36 songs, 53 symphonies and instrumental works, 6o
concertos, and numerous sonatas, choral and orchestral wiorks, and
msany other compositions.

Hans-Wilhelm Kelling (thans-wilhelm_kelling@hvwedu ) is Professor of
Grerrman at Brigham Young University. A native of Germany, he was awarded
his doctorate from Stanford University and has published books and articles
on German literature and cultural history. He has transiated [gnaz von Born’s
Masenic essay "On the Egyptian Mysteries.”
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