
BYU Studies Quarterly BYU Studies Quarterly 

Volume 39 Issue 4 Article 16 

10-1-2000 

Returning Returning 

George Handley 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq 

 Part of the Mormon Studies Commons, and the Religious Education Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Handley, George (2000) "Returning," BYU Studies Quarterly: Vol. 39 : Iss. 4 , Article 16. 
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol39/iss4/16 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in BYU Studies Quarterly by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more 
information, please contact ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu. 

http://home.byu.edu/home/
http://home.byu.edu/home/
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol39
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol39/iss4
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol39/iss4/16
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fbyusq%2Fvol39%2Fiss4%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1360?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fbyusq%2Fvol39%2Fiss4%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1414?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fbyusq%2Fvol39%2Fiss4%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol39/iss4/16?utm_source=scholarsarchive.byu.edu%2Fbyusq%2Fvol39%2Fiss4%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu


returning

we can always come here again
my six year old assures me balanced
on the corpse of a fallen ponderosa
on its way to becoming black soil

she peels back the bark and brushes away
the rotting wood digested it seems by mites
A muscular hoar haired grain is exposed
I1 move my fingers along the resilient core

no I1 think we can never come back to this
earth will embrace the tree and this girl
will shed her skin before I1 wake again

george handley

this poem tied for second place in the BYU studies
1999 poetry contest
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