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1xivirecentvecent bibliography on the
trials ofjesus

john W welch and matthew G wells

in recentyearsrecentyears numerous books and articles have beenwrittenbeen written
about the arrest accusation interrogations trials mocking and exe-
cution of jesus many of the details about these procedures are
insignificant when compared with the eternal consequences of the
suffering death and resurrection ofjesus nevertheless questions
about the historicity and interpretation of the new testament
accounts continue to generate controversy in large part precisely
because of their association with those culminating events in the
mortal mission of jesus since the scriptures and revelations leave
many questions unanswered about the trials ofjesusofjesus readers are left
to sort through the data to understand their meaning as best as they
can As elder bruce R mcconkie has stated there is no divine apseipse
dixit no voice from an archangel and as yet no revealed latter day
account of all that transpired when gods own son suffered himself to
be judged by men so that he could voluntarily give up his life upon the
cross themortalmessiah7bemoilalmessiah saltsaitsaltlakelake city deseretbookDeseret Book 1981 4142

anyone striving to survey and assess the vast array of scholarly
analysis and religious reflection that has been published on this topic
in recent decades confronts a formidable task in the end final
solutions to textual and historical problems will probably continue
to elude us especially concerning the questions of legal and moral
accountability for the death of jesus but this outcome is undoubt-
edly whatjesuswhat jesus would have wanted ultimately no person or group
should be blamed for the death of jesus an event that from a
christian point of view had to happen and that jesus wanted and
needed to happen consistent with his infinite mercy the records

johnwjohn W welch is professor of lawatalawatlaw at brighamyoungbrighamBrigha youngmYoung universityanduniversity and editorofbyueditor ofjbYU
studies matthew G wells is an undergraduate research assistant at brigham
young university
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about his deathmakedeathmake it clear that responsibilityresponsibilitywaswas dispersed among
several individuals and groups jews and romans thus blame cannot
be focused on anyone in particular

the following bibliography classifies the major books and
articles published in the last few decades that have dealt specifically
with various legal dimensions of the trials of jesus within each
category authors are listed alphabetically not mentioned are nu-
merous textual commentaries ontheantheon the newtestamentnew testament gospels andtheand the
many basic works on the life of christ

bibliography

several studies cover the trials of jesus in general and tend to
recognize the joint complicity ofjewsofjews and romans in the death ofjesusofjesus
some of the main studies follow

bammel ernst ed the trial ofofjesusjesus napervilleNaperville allensoniuauensonAUensonIUanenson 1970
bammel ernst and C F D moule edsjesusedsfesuseds Jesusfesus and the politics ochisofhisof his

day cambridge cambridge university press 1984
bartsch H W wer verurteilte jesus zumzurn tode nocumnovum testa-

mentum 7 19642101964 210 16
betz otto problemeproblemsProbleme des prozessesjesu mk 1415 principat25

19825651982 565 647
boers hendrikus ubowho wasfesussanfranciscoharperandrawwasjesusWasJesus sanfrancisco harperandHarperandrow 1989
brown raymond E the gospel according totojobnjohn XIII XVIXXI garden

city NY doubleday 1970
cassidy richard J and philip J scharper eds political issues in

luke acts maryknollMaryknonnoU NY orbis 1983
catchpole david R the trial ofofjesusjesus A study in the gospels and

jewish historiographyhistoriographyfroarofrofromm 1770 to the present day leiden
brill 1971

dabrowski E the trial of christ in recent research studiostudia
evangelica 4 1968 21 27

jeremias joachim zur geschichtlichkeit des verh6rsverhorsjesujesu vor dem
hohenhohenrathohenrathrat zeftZeitzeilzeitscbriftzeitschriftschrift der neutestamentlichen wissenschaftwissenscbaftWissenschaft
434319511951145145 50

kertelgeKertelge karlkarikannkahn ed der prozessprocess gegen jesus historiscbehistorischeHistofischerischepische euckRuckenckruckfragerfickragefrage
und theologiscbetbeologische deutungleutungDeutung freiburg herder 1988

kilpatrick G D the trial ofjesusofjesus london oxford university press
1953

limbeck M ed redactionredaktionRedaktion und theologiatheologieTheologie des passionsbericbtespassionsberichtes
nach den synoptikern darmstadt wissenschaftliche buch
gesellgesellschaftgeseuschaftschaft 1981
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bibliography on the trialsmalsmais ofofjesusjesus 81

maier paul J who killedfilled jesus christianity today 34 april
1990161990 16 19

millar fergus reflections on the trials of jesus in A tribute to
geza vermes essays on jewish and Cbchristianristian literature and
history edited bypbapby P R davies and R T white 355 81 sheffield
JSOT 1990

pawlikowski J the trial and death ofjesusofjesus reflections in light of
a new understanding ofjudaismofjudaism chicago studies 25 1986
79 94

sanders E ed jesus the gospels and the church macon ga
mercer university press 1987

sloyan gerard djesussjesus on trial philadelphia fortress 1973
recent literature on the trial narratives ofthe four gospels

in critical history and biblical faith edited by T ryan 136
76 lanham md university press of america 1979

sordi marta the christians and the roman empire norman
university of oklahoma press 1986

stalker james A the trial and death ofjesusof jesus christ grand rapids
mich Acaacademicdemie books 1983

yamauchi edwin M historical notes on the trial and crucifixion of
jesus christianity todaytoay 15 1971 634 39

the following studies support or deal withthewith the historicity and
traditional interpretations of the new testament accounts which
tend to place responsibility on the jews

blinzler josef the trial ofjesusofjesus westministerWestminister md newman press
1959 trans from german 4thath ed regensburg 1969

bruce frederick F the trialofjesusofjesus in the fourth gospel in gospel
perspectives edited by R france 17 20 sheffield JSOT 1980

catchpole david R the answer ofjesusofjesus to caiaphas matt 2664
new testament studies 17 1970 213 26

donfried karl paul paul andjudaismand judaism 1 thessaloniansThess alonians 213 16 as a
test case interpretation 38 1984 242 53

mcging brian C pontius pilate and the sources catholic biblical
quapQuaiquarterlyterly 53 1991 416 38

maier paulj who was responsible for the trial and death ofjesusofjesus
christianity today 18 1974 806 9

walaskay paul W the trial and death ofjesusofjesus in the gospel ofluke
journal ofbiblicalof biblical literature 94 1975 81 93

wead david we have a law nocumnovum testamentumtestYestumentumamentum 11 1969
185 89
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several recent insightful studies have argued particularly that
the new testament places culpability for the death ofjesus not on
the jews in general but on only a small group ofjewish leaders

chance J bradley the jewish people and the death ofjesusofjesus in luke
acts some implications of an inconsistent narrative role
society ofbiblicalof biblical literature 1991 seminar papers 50 8811

gilliard frank D the problem of the antisemitic comma between
I11 thessaloniansThess alonians 214 and 15 new testament studies 35
19894811989 481 502

kosmala hans his bloodonuson Us and our children InAnnual odtheofthe
swedish theological institute edited by hans kosmala 794
126 leiden brill 1970

matera frankj responsibility for the death ofjesusofjesus according to the
acts of the apostles journal for the study of the new
testament 39 1990 77 93

the trialofjesusofjesus problems and proposals interpretation45
199151991iggi 5 16

schalit A kritischeKritische randbemerkungen zu paul wintersonwinters on the trial
of jesus in annual of the swedish theological institute
edited by hans kosmala 286 102 leiden brill 1963

schippers R the pre synoptic tradition in 1 thessaloniansThess alonians ii 13
16 nocumnovum testamentumtestYestumentumamentum 8 1966 22334223 34

schmidt daryl 1 thess 213 16 linguistic evidence for an interpointerpol
lationjournallation journal ofbiblicalof biblical literature 102 1983 269 79

many publications the most emphatic written byjewishbyjewish schol-
ars in the 1960s and 1970s have focused on the roman laws relevant
to the trial ofjesusofjesus and have tended to exonerate the jews by arguing
that the romans were responsible forjesuss death

bamberger henry new light on the high priest journal of
ecumenical studies 18 1981 653 55

brandon S G F the trial ofjesusof jesus ofnazarethof nazareth new york stein and
day 1968

burkill T A the competence of the sanhedrin vigiliaeVig iliae
Christichristianbecbristianaechristianaeanae 10 1956811956 81 96

the condemnation of jesus A critique of sherwin whitesvutes
thesis nocumnovum testamentum 12 19703211970 321521 42

the trial ofjesusofjesus vigiliaeVig iliae christianbecbristianaechristianaeChristianae 12 195811958 1 18
campbell W A did the jews kill jesus new york peter eckler

1964
conncohn haim reflections on thetrialtherrialthe triaitrial anddeathand death ofjesusofjesus israellawisrael lamlaw

review 2 1967 332 79
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bibliography on the dinistrialsdials ofjesusof jesus 83

reflections on the trial ofjesusofjesus judaism 20 winter 1971
10 23
reflections on the trialanddeathand death ofjesusofjesus 2dad ed new york

harper and row 1971
the trial and death ofjesusof jesus new york KTAV 1977

enslin M the trial ofjesus jewish quarterly review 60 1969
353 55

mamlok gershon thetwotrialsthe two trials ofjesus midstream 35 1989
29 32

mantel hugo studies in the history of the sanbedrinsanhedrinSanbedrin cambridge
mass harvard 1961

overstreet R larry roman law and the trial ofchrist bibliotheca
sacra 135 1978 32332323 32

richardson P and D granskowgranskogGranskow eds anti judaism in early chris-
tianityti waterloo ont wilfrid laurier university press 1986

rivkin ellis whatWIbathat crucified jesus the political execution of a
charismatic nashville abingdon 1984

sherwin white A N the trial ofcbristof christ historicity and chronology
in the gospels london SPCKSPCKI 1965

sobosan jeffrey G the trial of jesus journal of ecumenical
studies 10 1975701973701973 7093709570 93

winter paul on the trial ofjesusof jesus 2dad ed rev and edited by T A

burkill and geza vermes new york walter de gruyter 1974
the trial ofjesusofjesus and the competence ofthe sanhedrin new

testament studies 10 1963 4944949999
the trial ofjesusofjesus as a rebel against rome jewish quarterly

1616196819683131 37
zeitlin solomon the crucifixion A libelous accusation against the

jews jewish quarterly review 54 1964 8 22
the crucifixion of jesus examinedreexaminedre jewish quarterly

review 31 1941 327 69
the trial ofjesusof jesus jewish quarterly review 53 1962771962 77 88

who crucifledjesuscrucified jesus new york bloch 1964

other studies have focused specifically on the nature oftheodtheofthe various
charges brought against jesus especially the charges of blasphemy
desecration of the temple and political offenses against rome

connolly weinert frank assessing omissions as redaction lukes
handling of the charge againstjesusagainst jesus as detractor of the temple
inhi to touch the text edited by M horgan and P kobelski
358 68 newyorknew york crossroad 1989
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evans craigacraigcraiganA in whatwhatsenseblasphemysense blasphemy jesus before caiaphas in
mark 1461 64 society ofofbiblicalliteraturebiblical literature seminarpapersseminar papers
iggi19912151991 215 34

hill D jesus before the sanhedrin onwhat charge irishbiblicalirish biblical
studies 7 1985 174 86

horvath tibor why was jesus brought to pilate nocumnovum
testamentum 11 19691741969 174 84

jensen ellis E the first century controversy over jesus as a revolu-
tionary figure ourajournalomra ofbiblicalliteratureof biblical literature 60 19412611941 261 72

juel donald messiah and temple tuethe trial ofjesusof jesus in the gospel
odmarkof mark missoula mont scholars press 1977

kennardjKennardJ spencerspencerjr jr thejewishthe jewish provincialassembly zeitscbrift
fur die neutestamentlicbeneutestamentliche wissenschaftWissenschaft 35 1969 25 51

lamarche P le blaspheme de jesus devant iele sanhedrin
recherches de science religieuseRelig ieuse 50 1962 74 85

linton olof the trialofjesusofjesus and the interpretation ofpsalmofpsahn CX new
testament studies 7 1960 61 258 62

michaels J ramsey john 1831 and the trial ofjesus new testa-
ment studies 36 1990 474 79

powell mark allan the plot to kill jesus from three different
perspectives point of view in matthew society of biblical
literature seminar papers 1990 603 13

rensberger david the politics of john the trial of jesus in the
fourth gospel journalofbiblicalliteraturetournaijournalofblofb biblicaliblical literature 10310510319841984395395595
411

schlosser jacques la parole de jesus sur la fin du temple new
testament studies 36 1990 398 414

walker william 00. jr jesus and the tax collectors journal of
biblical literature 97 1978 221 38

watson francis why was jesus crucified theology 88 1985
105 12

young francis M temple cult and law in early christianity new
testament studies 19 1972 325 38

A few articles have scrutinized the legal and religious implica-
tions of the fact that jesus was executed by crucifixion which may
have been a jewish form of execution at the time of jesus and not
merely a roman procedure

baumgarten joseph M does tib in the temple scroll refer to
crucifixioncrucifixionjournaljournal ofbiblicalliteratureofbiblicalof Biblical literature 91 19724721972 472 81

betz otto the temple scroll and the trial ofjesusofjesus southwestern
journal of theology 30 1988 5 8
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bibliography on the dialstrials ofjesusofjesus 85

ford J massyngberde crucify him crucify him and the temple
scroll expository times 87 june 1976 2752757878

rosenblatt samuel the crucifixion of jesus from the standpoint
ofofpharasiticpharasiticPharas itic law journal of biblical literature 75 1956
315 21

wilcox max upon the tree deutbeut 2122232122 23 in the new testa-
ment journalofbiblicaljournal of biblical literature 9619778596 1977 85 99

yadinbadin yigael pesherbesher nahum aq4q pnahum reconsidered israel
explorationjournalexploration journal21Journal21 1971 1 12

the barabbasrabbasBa incident in connection with pilates passing
judgment against jesus has evoked interesting historical and
theological commentary

bajsicbagsic A pilatus jesus und barabbasrabbasBa biblicalbiblica 48 1967 7 28
chavel charles B the releasing ofa prisoner on the eve ofpassover in

ancient jerusalem journal of biblical literature 60 1941
273 78

maccoby H jesus and barabbasrabbasBa new testamenttestamentstudiesstudies 16l619691619691969
55 60

merritt robert L jesus Barabbas and the paschal pardon journal
ofbiblicalof biblical literature 104 1985 57 68

literary and theological studies have also yielded fruitful in-
sights into the nature and purposes of the trial narratives in
the gospels

beavis mary ann the trial before the sanhedrin mark 1453 65
reader response and greco romanrendersroman readers catbolicbiblicalcatholic biblical
quarterly 49 1987 581 96

derrettjderretteDerrettJ duncanmanDunduncancanMAnM an oriental lawyer looks at the trial ofofjesusjesus
and the doctrine of ofredemptionredemption london 1966 see also law
in the new testament london darton longman and todd
1970389 460

ehrman bart D jesustrialJesujesussTrialtriaitrial before pilate john 1828 1916 bibli-
cal theology bulletin 13 1983 124 3311

giblin charles H johns narration ofthe hearing before pilate john
1828 19l6a1916a1916a biblicalbiblica 67 1986 221 39

green joel B the death ofjesusofjesus and the rending ofthe temple veil
luke 2344 49 A window into lukes understanding ofjesusofjesus

and the temple society ofbiblicalof biblical literature seminarpapersseminar papers
19915431991iggi 543545 57
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heil john paul reader response and the irony of the trial ofjesusof jesus
in luke 231 5 science et espritetesprit 43 no 2 1991 175 86

jackson bernard S the prophet and the law in earlyjudaismearlyjudaism and the
new testament cardozo studies in law and literature 4
fall 19911231991iggi 123125 66
the trials ofjesusofjesus andjeremiahanandjeremiahdjeremiah BbyustudiesyustudiesBYUYU Studies 32 fall 1992

61 75
kempthorneKemp thome R lincoln antichristiananti christian tendency in pre marcan

traditions of the sanhedrin trial studia evangelica 7 1982
283 85

marin louis jesus before pilate A structural analysis essay annewinnewinnemnew
testament and structuralism edited by A M johnson 97
144 pittsburgh pickwick 1976

schinzer reinhard die bedeutung des prozessesprofessesProzesses jesu neue
zeitschriftffirZeitzeltzeitschriftschrift rurfur systematische theologiatheologieybeologieTheologie und religionspbilreligionsphil
ssophieosopbieosophie 25 no 2 1983 138 54

soards marion L A literary analysis of the origin and purpose of
lukes account ofthe mockeryofjesusofjesus biblischezeilscbrift3lBiblische zeftZeitzeilzeitschriftschrift
19871101987 10 16

tiede david L the death ofjesusof jesus and the trial of israel in luke
acts society of biblical literature seminar papers 1990
158 64

tyson joseph B the lukan version of the trial ofjesus nocumnovum
testamentum 3 1959 249 58
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