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she in 1804 he was a man known for his humor
gruffhess she a woman known for her sobriety and refinement he
and gruffness
preached unforgettable sermons though he never learned to spell she
wrote reams of poetry and songs he provided her a home as one of his
wives for thirty years but she never took his name both he and she were
passionately devoted to the prophet joseph smith and his expansive vision
of eternity president of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints
and presidentess of its relief society brigham young and eliza roxcy snow
formed a couple whose marriage eludes simple description fig i though
no children were born to their union and nothing suggests that the two
mindl 1 I
mind
were ever one flesh brigham and eliza were of one heart and one mindi
patriarch prophet and president colonizer and community planner
brigham young was unique among religious leaders in nineteenth century
america revered among latter day saints for her spiritual gifts temple
ministry and long tenure as president of mormon women s organizations
eliza snow was likewise distinctive among nineteenth century female
religious leaders
extraordinary and fiercely strong individuals brigham and eliza also
yoke fellows in ways simiworked unitedly as partners they functioned as yokefellows
lar to a cadre of nineteenth century protestant ministers and their wives
women who like eliza helped organize and manage church organizations
for women yet in significant respects brigham and eliza were different
from these couples brigham and eliza s close association and cooperation
embodied the pattern of familial and organizational bonds revealed by
joseph smith in nauvoo bonds authorized and sanctified by priesthood
authority brigham and eliza drew upon the mutual respect and trust they
had developed in their marriage to establish a model of men and women
working together harmoniously in the church organization their complemen tary leadership bore abundant institutional fruit as ward and stake
plementary
organizations expanded to include not only priesthood quorums but also
relief society and young women s organizations

he was born in

1801
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the context of their marriage
year partnership of brigham young and eliza snow
was marked by reciprocal respect and solicitude familial love and the
unity of purpose and action that brigham so often preached 2 the
dimensions of their family and working relationship must be explored prielizas eyes through the poems diaries letters and
marily through alizas
speeches in which she refers to brigham since his references to her are far
fewer than hers to him yet though the documentary record is somewhat
sparse it is clear that their multifaceted relationship deepened significantly
from the time they were married in 1844 until brigham s death in 1877
while they shared several common experiences the nature and extent
of personal interactions between brigham and eliza before their marriage
is not evident from existing records almost a year and a half after his april
1832 baptism brigham moved from his home in mendon new york to
kirtland ohio to join other latter day saints gathering to be with the
prophet joseph smith and build a temple eliza would arrive there two and
a half years later she left her home in mantua ohio and moved the
twenty nine miles to kirtland in january 1836 about nine months after she
was baptized after two momentous years both eliza and brigham had
moved with the body of the church to far west missouri if they had not
met earlier certainly they became acquainted in nauvoo illinois the missis sippi river town that burgeoned as latter day saints gathered there
sissippi
between 1839 and 1846
eliza R snow and brigham young were married by priesthood authority on october 331844
1844 at the nauvoo illinois home of stephen and hannah markham where eliza then resided it was a private and confidential
bar steven marcoms
ceremony brother H C kimball and my self was at Bb1
marcois
Fare childes was there brigham noted in his
sisters eliza snow & betsey farechildjes
farechildes
journal inscribing the mark he used to indicate that a marriage had been
performed 3 eliza was brigham s eighth plural wife the prophet joseph
smith had first introduced the old testament principle of plural marriage
to a small circle of his close associates in 1840 and 1841 rumors of such
marriages and other innovations in nauvoo exacerbated both dissension
within the church and tensions between the saints and their neighbors
the turmoil culminated in the assassination of the prophet joseph and his
brother hyrum at carthage on june 27 1844 thirteen weeks later
brigham president of the quorum of the twelve and joseph s successor
married eliza one of joseph s plural wives
brigham young whose first wife miriam works died in 1832 married
mary ann angell two years later the couple had had four children by the
time joseph smith taught brigham young and select others the principle of
plural marriage with spiritual assurance that the principle came by divine

the thirty three

11
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commandment brigham overcame his initial abhorrence and on june 14
1842 complied with joseph smith s call by entering into plural marriage
with twenty year old lucy ann decker 4 he would marry six other women
before his marriage to eliza five of these women would bear him children
as would eight more of the wives he married between 1846 and 1865 5
like eliza brigham young s wives emily partridge louisa beaman
and zina huntington had been married to the prophet joseph during his
lifetime brigham and other apostles followed a practice similar to the old
testament levirate requirement by offering marriage to joseph s widows
after his death to care for them and raise up seed to him 6 brigham married eight of joseph s wives and had children with three of them like
ly 7
others of these women eliza s marriage to brigham was for time on
only
indeed there was no requirement that such marriages performed by
priesthood authority be consummated mormon theology made these
unions even marriages for time something more than the term marriage alone might suggest it might be argued observed anthropologist
rex eugene cooper that within the context of the patriarchal order the
union between husband and wife is conceptualized in terms of patriarchal
the
priesthood power rather than in terms of lawful sexual intercourse
1188
thus brigham married a number of
root symbol of american kinship 318
women with whom he may or may not have had sexual relations and who
bore him no children 9 biographer leonard J arrington characterizes
these marriages as caretaker marriages 10 brigham provided these
women with a home and listed them in his will yet beyond providing
these temporal benefits brigham made them part of his covenant family
A man and a woman bound together in the new and everlasting covenant
of marriage could receive the fullness of priesthood blessings blessings
unavailable to individuals alone bound to god and to one another by
covenant they became part of a covenant community composed of interconnected covenant families
these theological understandings indeed the whole of mormonism
framed the full context of the marriage partnership that brigham young
and eliza R snow developed over the course of thirty three years within
that framework three distinct expressions of their partnership can be
identified their alliance as prophet and poetess their relationship in an
extensive family as husband and wife and their cooperation as president
and presidentess

prophet and poetess
both brigham and eliza were prominent public figures in nauvoo and
their alliance as prophet and poetess grew out of their public roles joseph
smith appointed eliza snow nauvoo s well known and talented poetess
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to write poems for about and on behalf of the latter day saints and she
did so with a keen sense of mission and calling 1 I11I during the seven years
the saints occupied nauvoo she published eighty poems in illinois newspapers 12 she also served as secretary of the female relief society of nauvoo meanwhile brigham young left nauvoo in 1839 to serve a mission in
england with other members of the twelve presided over the mission
there until april 1841 and then returned to nauvoo to shoulder the new
responsibilities joseph assigned the twelve he was in new england promoting joseph smiths presidential candidacy when he learned of the assassi
sination of joseph and hyrum at carthage illinois 13
in their own distinct ways brigham and eliza mourned the loss of
their beloved joseph brigham returned to nauvoo a city still grieving on
august 661844
1844 five days later he described the prevailing mood in a simvilate it has been a time of mourning
ple heartfelt letter to his daughter wate
the day that joseph and hyrum were brought in from carthage to nauvoo
it was judged by menny boath in and out of the church that there was more
than five barels of tears shead I1 cannot bare to think enny thing about it 111414
no existing letter or diary records eliza s sorrow at joseph s death her
i ne funerary poem
eighty four line
lines on the assassination of generals
joseph smith and hyrum smith was elevated in tone a dramatic formal dirge on behalf of the whole community of latter day saints
1

ye heavens attend let all the earth give ear
seraphi
serap hs men and angels hear
let gods and seraphs
shail know
shali
the worlds on high the universe shall
what awful scenes are acted here below

dated just four days after the martyrdom the poem was published both as
a broadside and as an item in the nauvoo times and seasons 15 the poem s
stilted form belies more tender feelings according to one of
her close assoother
ciates eliza was prostrated with grief following
mowing the martyrdom 16 in her
own public statements eliza was less explicit about her grief but her depth
of feeling for her beloved husband joseph is unmistakable he was she
17
said the choice of my heart and the crown of my life 1117
eliza never spoke of brigham in the same passionate terms nonetheless she wrote poetry and prose sustaining him in his role as prophet as
leader of the saints precisely as she had employed her pen to support
nning
canning
calling
fling while she continued to write poems for
joseph in his prophetic ca
and on behalf of the latter day saints in general some twenty nine poems
written between 1845 and brigham s death in 1877 directly express her support for israels chieftain the servant of god the lord s anointed this
was an era when the role of the poet was both to articulate and to shape
elizas poems were intended to express and to reinforce
public sentiment alizas
saints loyalty to brigham young the poems reflected her loyalty to him
saintsloyalty
loyalty that was a critical element in building
budding her relationship with him
11
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to

president brigham young her first poem honoring brigham
appeared in the february 15
1845 issue of the times and seasons he had
151845
assumed leadership on august 8 1844 when thousands of church members gathered in nauvoo assented to follow the twelve and its president
over rival claimants such as sidney rigdon the church was of one hart
and one mind brigham recorded in his diary that day they wanted the
twelve to lead the church as br joseph had dun in his day 18 As the twelve
assumed the duties of joseph and his counselors dissenters continued
debating the question of who should legitimately succeed joseph as head of
the latter day saints alizas
elizas february 1845 poem declared that the
prophetic mantle of joseph rested upon brigham young

an important station is truly thine
and the weight of thy calling can none define
caled of the lord 0 er the twelve to preside
cafld
being calld
calid
and with them over all of the world beside
gain d like elisha a rich behest
thou hast gaind
for the mantle of joseph seems to rest

upon thee while the spirit and pow r divine

that

inspire
inspir d his

heart is inspiring thine

the great work which

he laid the foundation to
.19
ig 19
Is unfinished and resting on thee to do 19

alizas poetry like other
these lines do not read as smoothly as most of elizas
latter day saints in nauvoo she was unaccustomed to bearing witness of a
prophet other than joseph she may also have felt an awkward unfamiliarity in writing about the man she had married four months earlier they
weli
well at that time
may not have known one another very weil
however writing as a poetess for zion eliza found numerous occasions to refine her public support of zion s prophet she dedicated five
more poems to president young between february 1846 when she left
nauvoo with the saints and september 1848 when brigham brought most
farnoly into the salt lake valley A sixth poem though not dedicated
farnfly
of his family
to brigham praised and sustained him it was titled as were several of
her
other
trall songs song for the camp of israel signaling the journeying saints
trail
thorough identification with ancient israel s exodus from egypt recorded
in alizas
elizas diary and dated april 551846
1846 the song was written about ninety
miles from nauvoo near shoal creek in iowa the first stanza addresses
the camp

0

ye tosad
tossd to and fro and afflicted
rejoice in the hope of your lot
for you re truly the children of israel
gentiles
fles know it not
but the Gent

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol40/iss2/5
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and it matters not when or whither
you go neither whom among

only so that you closely follow
your leader brigham young

the second and third stanzas salute not only brigham but also his longtime
friend heber C kimball who was second to brigham in seniority in the
quorum of the twelve apostles and who essentially served as his first
counselor even before the first presidency was reorganized in 1847 the
blessings of heaven will attend you both in time and eternity if you
strictly adhere to the counsel of brigham and heber c20
C 1120
some of the songs eliza penned for fellow travelers to sing around
their evening campfires
camp fires were written at brigham s request he had a fine
bass voice loved to sing and undoubtedly joined in the singing whenever
he could she matched the meter of
her verses to popular tunes of the era
other
that church members already knew or could readily learn for example on
march 18
1847 as brigham prepared to leave winter quarters to trek to the
181847
great basin with the vanguard company of pioneers eliza wrote at his
request A journeying song for the camp of israel to be sung to the tune
auld lang syne in april following the pioneer company s departure
of
ofauld
she composed verses for a second song entitled the twelve to prest
brigham young to be sung to indian hunter a tune she employed for
her songs
at least four of
other
they have gone they have gone new privations to share
gone as abraham went when he knew not where
they have gone like the deer when pursued in the chase
to secure to the saints a safe hiding place 21

eliza s songs consistently looked not only to a place of refuge but also to a
place of beginning where the kingdom of god will be seen in its order
3122
22
extending abroad 1122
the task of building the kingdom was for all of modern israel not brigham young alone
six weeks after the pioneer company arrived in the valley of the great
salt lake brigham and others headed east to winter quarters to retrieve
their families already on the westward trail eliza and her company
crossed paths with brigham at the sweetwater in her song saluting ye
mighty men of israel who the hiding place have found she attested that
their work was divinely sanctioned for they had been blessed by the eter23
nal god and stood on holy ground 123
much of eliza s poetry reads like a chronicle of critical moments in
nineteenth century church history she was on hand to write commemorative verses that interpreted the present and often the future significance
of historic beginnings changes and decisions on december 5 1847
ville iowa
brigham young was sustained president of the church at ganesville
kanesville
Kanes
the first presidency was reorganized with heber C kimball and willard
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richards as president young s counselors nine months later when the new
first presidency returned to the salt lake valley eliza composed a song
that welcomed them and testified of their authority to preside to our
chieftain all hail to his counsellors
coun sellors too she wrote
you have come you have come to the valley once more
and have landed your train like a ship on the shore
you great father in israel with hosts you have come
to this beautiful valley we welcome you home

anticipating

a

bright future under brigham young s leadership eliza

concluded
when good order s established and all with accord
adhere to the precepts and law of the lord
which are given and through brigham hereafter will come
in this beautiful valley we will all feel at home

24

over the next three decades eliza continued to champion her
prophet husband through her writing A prose piece she wrote in 1849 on
behalf of the aged fathers in israel celebrated the entry of the pioneers
prest
into the salt lake valley what must be the feelings this day of pres
young the leader of that noble band of pioneers while he contemplates the
results of the last two years she asked then she looked back
what must have been his feelings when with a little band

he started forth

into the wilderness in search of a home for his people like abraham of old
not knowing whither he went but he knew that god had calid him he
trusted in the arm of omnipotence and by the unseen hand of the almighty
jehovah their feet were directed across a trackless desert to this place

and

in this place she continued jehovah s prophet would establish equalprest
prest young as the successor of pres
ity justice and liberty to you pres
smith do we now look as to a second washington so far as political freedom is concerned 225 like other latter day saints eliza anticipated the
establishment of the semi
semiautonomous
autonomous state of deseret whose leaders
would govern in righteousness in 1854 she affirmed that the saints could
26
rejoice in having a washington and moses too in brigham young 1126
her fourth of july and twenty fourth of july prose and poetry helped
establish the ritual story of the pioneer trek and the building of
zion in the
ofzion
rocky mountains she placed brigham young at the center of the narrative
indeed her april 1853 song celebrated the laying of cornerstones for the
1127
27
salt lake temple in peace in the city of brigham 1327
eliza s national songs and anthems composed for the sought after but
Brig hams theocratic leadership and
unrealized state of deseret praised brighams
fiercely denounced his enemies in the valleys of the mountains the saints

were gathering to become a holy people with guidance from gods
beav n and
brigham young the lords anointed lovd
prophet
lov d of heav
she wrote in 1851 28
fear d of hell

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol40/iss2/5
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decade later eliza s 1861 anthem to brigham young echoed the same
themes
0 god bless brigham young
A

bless him and ali
ail that bless him
all
A
waste them away 0 god we pray
who rising to oppose him
contend with thee
hive brigham young
five
long long live

battie with tradition
to battle

to break in twain each yoke and chain
and give the world its freedom
and truth its throne 29
in october 1868 eliza published on behalf of latter day saints a
people s prayer for our prophet brigham probably the fullest expression of her witness of
her husbands sacred calling as prophet and president
other
of the church it begins

0 god of life and glory
hear thou a peoples prayer
bless bless our prophet brigham
and let him thy fullness share

he is thy chosen servant
to lead thine israel forth
shadd be
shali
shail
till
crownd with joy shall
tiu zion brownd
A praise in aall
ali
Ail the earth

he draws from christ the fountain

of everlasting truth
the wise and prudent counsels
which he gives to age and youth
thyself in him reflected

through mortal agency
he is thy representative

to set thy people free 30

thus the poet supported the prophet and the prophet lent his support to the poet an enthusiastic patron of
her art brigham enlarged her
other
influence and reputation reflecting her call from joseph smith to write
poems for zion eliza was widely known by the i85os
185os as zion s poet laure1131
31
ate zion s poetess 3131
not only did brigham request that she write poems
and songs for particular occasions but he sometimes ordered their printing and distribution in 1861 for example he directed that a piece of
th
ath
poetry composed by E R snow for the 4th
4 of july should be taken to E smith
32
and 50 copies struck off 1112
he obviously liked her poems songs and
hymns her composition 0 my father thou that dwellest
dwell est was reportedly
dwehest
his favorite hymn 33 he was proud of her 1856 volume of poetry poems
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religious historical and political which he described as properly exe1134
3134
34 on several occasions in
cuted and got up in good style
style34
response to
requests for church literature he sent her volume along with the book of
mormon the doctrine and covenants and works of parley P pratt orson
pratt and others 35 when she published a second volume of
her poetry it
other
began with a poem dedicating the volume to brigham young servant of
1136
36
god most honor d most belov d 3136
brigham and eliza were united in their commitment to build the
kingdom of god and to bring forth zion and each honored the other s role
in that sacred endeavor the prophet poet combination served both of them
weil it was a public manifestation of their unified vision and mutual esteem
weli
well

husband and wife

the connection

between brigham young and eliza snow also had a
private dimension their alliance as prophet and poet developed within the
context of their relationship as husband and wife they married in their
early forties and both lived in the same household into their seventies
over the span of three decades they grew from being awkward acquaintances who respected one another to becoming comfortable confidants
who counseled with each other and laughed together over the years their
reciprocal love admiration and trust increased within the new and everlasting covenant that brought them together in the extensive young family
and household the communication cooperation and unity they established in their marriage laid the foundation for their extraordinary partnership in the churchs
churche organization
early years the two volume diary eliza kept between 1846 and 1849
traces their developing relationship fig 2 during those early years their
marriage in october 1844 did not effect any immediate change in eliza s
circumstances she continued living in the home of stephen and hannah
markham in nauvoo the first group of saints left nauvoo on february 4
1846 nine days later eliza crossed the mississippi river with the
Mark
markhams
hams joining the saints encampment at sugar creek iowa
on the evening of february 15 brigham arrived at sugar creek with
fly he had made various
fifteen wagons and some fifty members of his farn
family
other arrangements for family members who like eliza did not accompany him she was at least on the trail others remained for a time in naujessees
voo or traveled in less comfortable circumstances than she dean C jesses
sees
Jes
les
lessees
thorough study of brigham youngs family during this period shows the
enormous challenge brigham faced as he tried to keep in touch with all of
his wives and children during the westward trek 37
while letters between brigham and a number of his wives exist for this
period there is no extant correspondence between eliza and brigham

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol40/iss2/5

10

Derr: The Lion and the Lioness: Brigham Young and Eliza R. Snow

byustudies
BYU studies

64

ay
&fr
asaei
soei
asoei

ii

A

i3
ia

rak
rai

i

kri&

7 kria

sst

ua

rs

wf
b

j

n
51

y

y

4

a

irk
frkK

glat
gial
siat

ut

i

ai7i

E

gim
taf
siftjf

te

li
IpM
SS

ibm

tfc&fe
f

p

nisu

5

yt

C

fc

A

s

AA

N
A

A-

SAZ
f
vyyt
myst
voyt
yytff

y

fv

i

gi xi

a

U

eliza R snow poem 1846 this poem written in eliza R snow s own hand celebrates the nauvoo temple sealing of brigham young and his wife mary ann angell
young on january 7 1846 the day four couples were sealed over a new altar in this
poem an arrow and cut paper key interlace to form a heart perhaps symbolizing
authority eternity and love the terms president and presidentess are used to
identify this leading couple
FIG 2

perhaps because their paths crossed fairly frequently during the trek on
march 27
1846 at the chariton river in iowa the loosely organized camp
271846
of israel was reorganized into three new companies of one hundred wagons
each which were further divided into groups of fifty and ten brigham
young was president of the first fifty and heber C kimball was president
of the second fifty in which eliza traveled she noted in her diary her
encounters with brigham however brief a handshake visit discussion
carriage ride or supper their interviews as she often termed them
and she recorded at least thirty four of them meant a great deal to her
had the pleasure of the first interview with prest brigham young
since we left the city she wrote on march 9 1846 38 three weeks later on
march 29 he came to her wagon and said in the name of the lord 1I should
get my health this blessing was a comfort no doubt to eliza who
39
ill health and personally prayed for health that 1I may be useful 1139
suffered lii
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the tens

fifties and hundreds did not travel at the same pace and separations were frequent in mid june 1846 while eliza and others lingered at
mt pisgah iowa brigham and heber pressed ninety miles ahead to the
missouri river to establish temporary settlements at winter quarters
kanesville
nebraska and nearby ganesville
Kanes ville by then the saints had established a provisioning camp in mt pisgah when brigham returned briefly to mt pis
gah in july to raise volunteers for the united states war with
mexico eliza expressed her concern about being left behind she found
she wrote earlier a trial to my feelings in being separated from those with
whom I1 have ever been associated in the church so she noted on july 9
1I
told brigham 1I wanted his promise that we shall come he said we
40
shall if we obey counsel 1140
winter quarters eliza arrived at winter quarters in august 1846
there she and brigham visited on at least eight occasions before his departure for the great basin in april 1847 some of these visits were brief conversations but others involved time spent with him and his wives whom
11441
eliza called the female family 314
the sense of disconnectedness apparent
in her iowa crossing diary faded during her ten month stay at winter
quarters as she developed a closer association with brigham s other wives
they did not all live together but they visited one another and gathered
together often enough that eliza began to feel connected to the family for
the first time
caring for one another helped the wives to create a permanent bond
for example when eliza fell ill with chills and fever shortly after she
mary ann angell young
arrived at winter quarters sister young
was among those who nursed her back to health the kindness of mary
ann and six other friends was indelibly inscribd
inscribed upon her memory 42
two other wives louisa beaman and clarissa decker visited her with
kindnesses in november and by far the highlight of the year as dean
jessee has effectively summarized eliza s diary entries
11

1

was five days between christmas and new year s that eliza spent with the
girls at president young s on 27 december 18461
1846 she had the pleasure of
supping on a bakd
baad turkey and on the thirtieth spent an agreeable afternoon with brigham mary ann angell and louisa beaman the climax of
would be
the week came on new year s eve to describe the scene
beyond my pow r suffice it to say the spirit of the lord was pour d out and
we receive
receiv d a blessing thro
our belov d mother chase and sis clarissa ross
throour
by the gift of tongues eliza concluded her five day visit with the female
family on new year s day with the remark my love for them
themi seems to
increase with every day s acquaintance 43

what healing balm these days must have provided to eliza who had not
lived with her own parents and younger brothers for five years and had
received on december 22 news that her mother had died in illinois 44
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the

shared exercise of the spiritual gifts of tongues prophecy and
healing among brigham s wives and other women at winter quarters provided spiritual renewal and refreshment for sisters who were exhausted
from travel sickness privation and the death of loved ones 45 with a playful reference to the small cabins in which her sister wives resided eliza celebrated the gift of tongues in a poem addressed to all the ladies who
reside in the zd mansion of prest brigham
ml young the poem began
Brigha
46
beloved sisters all unite in music s sweetest strains 146
these frequent
gatherings of women at winter quarters described by eliza as a glorious
time a rejoicing time a refreshing time bound her to her sister wives
on june 12
1847 when she left winter quarters to begin the journey to the
121847
salt lake valley she wrote bade farewell to many who seem dearer to me
1147
7147
life
than ilfe
life47
in addition to the gatherings of the female family eliza shared experiences with individual wives that further strengthened her family ties
brigham seems to have arranged for eliza to be present on january 15
1847
151847
when he blessed his and louisa beaman s six day old son moroni eliza
then remained with louisa and the baby for a week 48 forty three years
old childless and fatigued by the family discord she experienced travelmarkhams
hams eliza must have welcomed the change 49
ing with the Mark
at the end of march 1847 stephen markham told brigham that he
would take eliza on to the west that summer
a great accommodation
to brigham as he was short on it for wagons 50 but a more attractive possibi
sibility
lity presented itself and won the endorsement of brigham s wife mary
ann angell whom eliza loved and respected eliza would travel west with
fou r year old
oid margarett peirce or margaret pierce another of
twenty four
Brig hams wives and margarett s parents robert and mary harvey peirce
brighams
peirces in june 1847 and spent three and a half months on
eliza left with the peircey
the trail with a woman young enough to be her daughter yet one whom she
115
51
came to love with the tenderness that sister spirits love 315
eliza and brigham last met on the trail in september 1847 on the
sweetwater river about 250 miles from the salt lake valley she was travelpeirces in the first of ten westward moving companies
ing west with the peircey
directed by john taylor and parley P pratt brigham and other apostles
who had reached the valley with the vanguard company were headed back
to winter quarters to shepherd their families and other saints to the valley
the reunion had personal significance for the husband and wife who knew
that a full year would pass before they would see one another again eliza
recorded their september 10
io conversation in her diary before the
peircels
peircey
peirces
asad who was to
ceis
ces left brigham
ml came to the carriage blest us I1 askd
Peircels
Brigha
snow I saidshe
said she
be mycounsellor
elizal
my counsellor for the year to come he said eliza
ellza
eilza Rrsnowj
is not capable
said he had
he said I have appointed her presiden
presidenttl
1

1
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conversation with br peirce about provision that he will furnish me &
3152
1152
52
all will
wili be right 0152
this brief diary entry discloses eliza s vulnerability economically
no mically and emotionally in this era when women rarely lived independently of father husband brother or son eliza looked to brigham as
provider and protector he both arranged for her support and expressed
confidence in her ability to act independently and she proved worthy of
his trust while writing sewing ironing cooking picking currants and
even submitting her journal to assist in making up the history of the
camp from W quarters eliza traveled to the salt lake valley and there
took charge of
her life despite her continued ill health 53
other
vaney
valley the bonds established in winter quarters held fast in
vailey
salt lake vahey
the salt lake valley after eliza arrived in the valley in october 1847 she
moved into a room in the old fort a temporary housing complex of
some 450 dirt roofed log cabins spread over three ten acre blocks 54 there
u arteen
she shared a fo
fourteen
rteen by sixteen foot cabin with brigham s wife clarissa
clara decker who had been in the valley since july having traveled west
with brigham and the vanguard pioneer company have my things put
into clarissa s room who said prest Y wrote her that I would live with
her eliza noted on october 3 the same day clara wrote brigham sister
eliza snow is coming in the morning to live with me I1 was much pleased
with the arrangement 55 eliza and clara lived together for nearly a year
before brigham arrived with his other wives and children in september
1848 sister wife margarett peirce moved into that room and eliza and
clara moved to other rooms in the fort clara joining her sister and sister
wife lucy decker and eliza staying with jonathan and elvira holmes old
nauvoo
friends from na
UVOO 56
after brigham s return to the salt lake valley in fall 1848 his visits to
eliza were not frequent but they indicated his desire to keep her connected
fly a connection that satisfied her own deep needs this is refamily
to the farn
flected in brief excerpts from her journal from november 1848 to june 1849
wafle she was living in the old fort
whfle
while
1

wednesday november 1i 18481
1848 prest young invited me to a carriage ride
with him we dind at his house after conversing on some particulars
sanoy at prest
pleasantly
plea sandy
thursday november 3 18481
1848 spent the eve very piea
younggl s with most of his wives
Youn
18481 B
cafld
calid after meeting
calld
sunday december 331848
brigham I caled
monday december
december25
25 1848 christmas I staid at home & read newsyoung
cauld
cafld
calld last eve
oung sent me he having caled
papers which prest Y
sunday january 25
administer d
brigham administerd
18491 very sick yest & today 13
251849
rekliev ed for which 1I thank the lord
to me felt reliev
monday january 26
18491 B
proposd a carriage ride to his house
brigham proposed
261849
1

1

I1

I1

I1

in few days
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fort
Brig hams
brighamis
offort
hamis folks move out of
thursday march 1i 1849 brighams
caled
cauld
18491 B
cafld
calld to see me
friday march 221849
brigham calid
friday april 131849
brigham
ml young come for me to visit
13 18491 last wed Brigha
I1

I1

his family which he commencd
commenced organizing for living together I1 spent the
imbaups the next day told me to go
C
night & he took me to br heber ca
c1 K kimbal11s
home from there & he should soon come & move me up he calid this eve
with loisa margaret & clara

youngs
18491 this eve I1 rode to prest Youn
gIs in carriage
tuesday june ia
youngie
youngis
191849
i9
returnd home
18491 returns
thursday june 21
211849
18491 this day is 5 years since josephs death
wednesday june 27
271849
57
.157
amov d to prest Y
157
157
youngs
kungis log row
row57
18491 mov
thursday june 28
281849
oungis
1I

elizas
alizas move into brigham young s home represented a full embrace
into the young family the row of log dwellings brigham built on his lot
adjacent to city creek on what is now first avenue in downtown salt
lake city housed his wives and children for six or seven years residences
for the young family gradually spread to both sides of what is now state
street and included the white house 1851 where mary ann angell lived
with her five children the beehive house 1855 which served as brigham
youngs official residence and housed lucy decker and her seven children
and the lion house 1856 which had over two dozen rooms and housed
several wives with their children as well as wives who had no children after
eliza moved into the newly completed lion house she remained there
until her death 58
brigham and eliza were part of a complex family whose size structure
and interconnectedness varied over time as wives aged and died children
were born and grew to maturity and living arrangements changed
brigham young did not simply provide for his family he organized them
according to cherished principles of unity and harmony susa young gates
daughter of brigham and lucy bigelow explained

the lion house

named for the stone lion on its front porch was an economic and spiritual experiment on my father s part to house his numerous
wives comfortably with the least expenditure of means for that was a
tremendous problem where each wife and child should have equal treatall his dear ones every day at meal time
ail
ali
ment and where father could see au
and his wives and his growing children could partake intimately of the spirit
of comradeship and fellowship with him and with each other which is the
real spirit of christ and his gospel but he later moved the mothers of large
families into homes of their own

susa indicated that at the end of his life her father regretted not having earlier deeded each wife her own home and let her pay her own tithing and
have her own belongings around her and yet susa observed the experiment of family communal living was a beautiful success to brigham s
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children 59 it was also a beautiful success for eliza who found in the
extended young family not only a home but love and fellowship and abun60
dant opportunities to be as eliza desired useful 1160
without children of her own eliza was free to employ her time in ways
most of the other wives could not clarissa young spencer daughter of
brigham and lucy ann decker observed that the young wives who had no
children naturally took a heavier part in the running of the entire establish ment such as supervising the cooking or working in the weaving and
lishment
spinning rooms each one worked also according to her talents 11661 before
eliza took charge of relief society work in the late 186os
i86os she exercised her
nursing and her sewing talents she was as faithful at the bedside of sickness as even aunt zina huntington could be and her cool hand laid upon
the fevered brow of a fevered child was like a heavenly benediction susa
remembered eliza was also a reader she spent all of her spare time in
study of great and good books beginning with the bible and book of mormon with which she was intimately familiar and ending with the classics
62
of the ages past 1162
she used her hands as well as her mind to relieve the nervous pressure of too much study eliza embroidered temple aprons or made burial
clothing susa recalled she was an exquisite needle woman and her em1163
63
broide
broideries
ries were real works of art 3363
during the westward trek and her early
years in the valley eliza had paid for some of her provisions through the
labors of her needle and thread susa remembered eliza organizing an
embroidery class with several sister wives and friends who may have also
included some of brighams
Brig hams daughters the women taught each other
new stitches for bell sleeve of dainty muslin or daintier swiss front
aprons or collars and talked restrainedly and cheerfully of high prospects
7364
1164
64
and great spiritual possibilities 7164
perhaps this group helped eliza initiate
an early dress reform effort that introduced the deseret costume
described by one of brigham youngs daughters as a hideous affair con65
sisting of bloomers and full skirts without trimming hoops or trains 1165
whether the design piqued or supported brigham s own commitment to
simplified homemade dress has yet to be determined
beyond the time they spent together in the lion house at family meals
and family prayers brigham and eliza on occasion attended the salt lake
theater or a ball or social together in 1865 for example brigham escorted
two wives eliza and amelia folsom to a dinner party at the home of salt
lake merchant william jennings in september 1864 eliza accompanied
brigham and amelia six young children and a large party of brigham s
associates including eliza s brother lorenzo on a month long tour of
southern utah settlements 66 presumably such events provided eliza and
brigham opportunities for conversing more extensively for sharing ideas
1
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and deepening mutual understanding and for finding greater pleasure in
one an others company
it is difficult to trace how much time brigham and eliza spent together
let alone assess their feelings for one another as husband and wife the
emotional content of their relationship remains partially hidden little if
anything in the public discourse of either brigham or eliza would hint that
they were married eliza never attached young to her name and indeed
wehl established penname
weli
she was known by her well
cenname of miss eliza R snow
following the etiquette of the era she referred to brigham publicly as presher not as my
ident young never as my husband likewise he spoke of
other
wife but as sister snow or miss eliza snow 67 and when either of them
spoke of marriage publicly he or she generally discussed marriage doctrine offered advice or defended the misunderstood practice of plural
marriage both brigham and eliza made occasional mild remarks about
the challenges of marriage but these do not necessarily point to challenges
in their own relationship where is the man who has wives and all of
them think he is doing just right by them brigham asked 1 I do not know
68
such a man he continued 1 I know it is not your humble servant 1168
and
for her part eliza asked relief society women in provo who can try a
wife like a husband
husband6969
mormons generally and plural families particularly lived under a
cormons
cloud of criticism that sometimes became a maelstrom ministers sermons travelers accounts popular novels and newspaper cartoons lammormons
Mor mons and particularly brigham young and his
pooned utah and the cormons
wives the first federal antipolygamy legislation the morrill act was
passed in 1862 and congressional and judiciary efforts to put an end to the
practice escalated until the end of the century when church leaders finally
forbade it the popular assumption was that plural marriage degraded
women and that wives and children suffered brigham repeatedly affirmed
otherwise as did eliza though she implied that her appreciation for plural
marriage developed gradually As 1I increased in knowledge concerning
the principle and design of plural marriage 1I grew in love with it and
today esteem it a precious sacred principle necessary in the elevation
and salvation of the human family in redeeming woman from the curse and
70
world from corruptions
corrupt ions 1170
what exists of eliza and brigham s private discourse regarding one
another most of it hers is more revelatory though not completely revealing both were guarded about expressing emotion nevertheless the surviving documents convey familiarity gratitude humor affection and
concern ever present is the sense that family bonds are intertwined with
the family s bond to god and his work for example a letter eliza wrote in
hams plural wives mary elizabeth rollins closed
brighams
1865 to another of Brig
1
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with the following 1 I will repeat president youngs words as follows
when you write give my respects to sister mary and tell her 1I am here full
of faith and the kingdom is moving on and if she and I1 stick to it when
71
that goes up we shall all go up with it 11171
brigham regularly carried out his official and personal correspondence
through scribes maybe his own lack of facility with writing gave him
greater appreciation for eliza s literary talents particularly when they were
exercised on his or his family s behalf writing via a scribe to his son
willard at west point in june 1871 brigham described the family gathering
for his seventieth birthday and his gratitude for elizas
alizas service in articulating family sentiment
surprise was prepared for me which though it has been in preparation several days was kept entirely from me I stepped into dinner as usual suspecting nothing and was greeted by a concourse of children in the lobby neatly
dressed and each bearing a bouquet I was ushered into the parlour where to
my astonishment I was met by not less than 80 persons assembled to congratulate me on the occasion we all proceeded to the dining room and 87
persons sat down to table an address prepared by sister eliza R snow was
then read to me which embodied in a beautiful composition the affectionate
71
sentiments of my family and immediate relatives and friends 72
A

1

1

1

alizas address to pres brigham young beloved
for this occasion elizas
husband father & friend read in part
it is a subject of mutual congratulation that your eventful life has been
prolonged to this period and no testimonial that we can confer is capable
of truthfully representing our appreciation of your worth & goodness if
the world knew you as we know you all parts of the inhabited civilized
earth would this day echo one grand universal expression wishing you long
life and happiness and your broad heart overflowing with love & kindness
would meet a corresponding warm response from the appreciative bosom

of humanity
may you live till the rulers of every nation on earth shall acknowledge the wisdom of god in your administration seek unto you for counsel
& recognize you as you truly are the friend of god and man
may you live till your soul is satisfied 73

brigham young was not the only one stirred by eliza s sentiments while
it was being read brigham wrote many were moved to tears and altogether it was a really pleasant time which will not easily be forgotten by
3374
1174
74
those who were present 1374
the kindnesses shown at birthday parties
worked both ways A few months later in january 1872 brigham attended
a surprise birthday party for eliza and spoke for thirty minutes though no
record of his remarks has survived 75
despite the high blown rhetoric in eliza s birthday tribute and some of
her other poems there is a sense of family connectedness in this tribute
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that is magnified in letters eliza wrote to brigham so far 1I have located
none he wrote to her the letters she wrote to him suggest that to say she
was wife in name only or that he married her to be her caretaker does
no justice to the warmth that marked their interchanges which can be seen
clearly in her 1872 correspondence written while traveling through europe
and the middle east with her brother lorenzo george A smith and
others during the american and european legs of this journey eliza
wrote brigham regularly her november 4 letter from new york was filled
with news of a visit to niagara falls a meeting with the german consul
and confidential questions about funding another member of the party
all would depend on your decision in the matter
she closed if the
family would like to know how I stand the trip so far I can say that my
health was never better with love to all 1I conclude this hasty already too
lengthy letter 76 conscious of keeping letters to her busy husband short
she perpetually apologized for their length 11I well know you have no time
for long letters she wrote 77
A letter written on board the steamer minnesota on november 17
1872
171872
giad
glad to
gladdo
reported her reunion with willard at west point he was very yr
very gladto
see us when we left he accompanied us to the limits and with mutual
kisses we departed she described the steamer and the seasickness of her
fellow voyagers and noted the episcopal worship services on board we
are all devout attendants
br george A smith wishes to be kindly
remembered to you she wrote
says his health is now good but 1I think
it is difficult to judge of his health by his face for he has not shaven since
leaving NY and of course by this time there is but little of his face to be
3378
1178
78
seen she closed with love to yourself & family 1378
eliza wrote to brigham from london and paris and sent to him from
venice a delightfully descriptive letter filled with gratitude for news
from home and enthusiasm for the italian landscape it seemed sociable
to see the hills rising over above another resembling our own mountain
home she was pleased that brigham would be making his annual winter
trip to utah s southern settlements this time with his old friends sympacormons thomas and elizabeth kane 79 eliza concluded my
thetic non mormons
constant prayer is that you may enjoy a season of rest this winter
undisturbed by that kind of annoyance which so signally characterized
1180
80
the last 0380
she was referring to the legal actions against brigham young by
james B mckean chief justice of utah s supreme court 81
public issues fascinated eliza and her letters to brigham from europe
included observations on government officials and systems of transportation and education from her youth eliza had eagerly followed news of
political events at home and abroad brigham respected her interest having
once made her a christmas present of newspapers he did not discourage
1

1

I

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2001

19

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 40, Iss. 2 [2001], Art. 5

the lion and the lioness brigham young and eliza

R

snow

73

her emotionally charged political poetry and judging from the content
of her letters may well have discussed politics more frequently and
intensely with her than with his other wives private and public concerns
came together in eliza s letters as they came together in her marriage she
developed strong and loving ties to the young family and household but
fly the comfamily
both she and brigham looked outward to a larger covenant farn
munity of saints As husband and wife they conversed about the progress
of that community in establishing the kingdom of god she upheld him in
moving that kingdom forward and succored him both privately in ways
that are typically never fully understood and publicly in such ways as writing poetry and acting politically on his behalf after 1867 he would support
her in enlisting women to move the kingdom still further forward
the public issues they worked on together included legal wrangling in
1875 brigham young again faced a hostile justice james B mckean when
ann eliza webb among the last women brigham married 1868 initiated
divorce proceedings mckean held brigham in contempt of court for refuselizas legal fees and alimony and sentenced him to a day in
ing to pay ann alizas
prison rallying to her husbands defense eliza gathered the signatures of
829 women who petitioned territorial governor samuel B axtell for and
in behalf of president brigham young protesting that the indignity
imposed upon him was prompted by feelings of malevolence and pleading for his immediate release in consideration of the advanced age and
82 president young went
feeble health of this venerable philanthropist 1182
to
prison for twenty four hours a cold and stormy day in march and after
mckean was removed as chief justice by president ulysses S grant eventually agreed to a judicial compromise in which he paid a small fraction of
813
83
the alimony 113

president and presidentess
eliza raised her voice publicly for and in behalf of president young
on many occasions from 1867 to 1877 the last decade of his life her
activism moved her beyond her poems beyond the young family and
household to the social duties she believed to be incumbent upon us as
3184
1181
84
her life from
other
daughters and mothers in zion 3181
for the last two decades of
1867 to 1887 she directed several latter day saint organizations overseeing
the work of the relief society the young ladies association and the primary for children she walked out into the world of active things recalled
susa young gates and did more for the womanhood of the church than
any woman before or since her time 85 fig 3 susas high praise may seem
exaggerated but it points to the critical role eliza played in integrating
women into the church s organizational structure where they could
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eliza R snow seated between two of her close friends 1868 in a year of
intense activity she traveled from ward to ward at brigham youngs request to
oid eliza center
assist bishops in reorganizing relief societies sixty four year old
pauses for a photograph with elizabeth anderson howard left and poet hanna
tapfield
Tap field king right both of whom were students of the scriptures and active
tanfield
relief society workers
FIG 3

assume the responsibilities latter day saint women still carry in minister
ing to women young women and children
eliza did not provoke the change singlehandedly
single handedly it was the crowning
achievement of her partnership with brigham president of the church and
presidentess of relief society the two of them worked together to usher in
a new era for latter day saint women they put into effect the pattern of
familial and organizational partnership joseph smith had introduced in
nauvoo an ideal that was not fully realized until brigham and eliza united
to achieve it the trust respect and rapport the two of them had developed
as prophet and poetess and as husband and wife enabled them to overcome
the misunderstandings that clouded womens work in the 1840s
1850s
i84os and i85os
and to establish the relief society as a permanent and integral part of the
organization of the church
even though eliza was not officially designated or set apart as the second general president of the relief society until 1880 more than a decade
before that she began presiding over the work of the womens organizations by the calling and authorization of brigham young 86 in this capacity
she was both known and remembered as presidentess the term was the
title nineteenth century latter day saint women used for their local and
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general relief society presidents 87 in utah brigham young also used the
818
88 presidentess was the title eliza had ascribed to brigham s first wife
term 118
mary ann angell in 1846 see fig 2 anticipating perhaps that mary ann
would be as josephs first wife emma had been the leader of latter day
saint women ecclesiastically through the relief society and liturgically
in temple ordinances but despite the precedents there was no assumption of power in the behavior of mary ann angell 89 intelligent highly
cultivated dignified and spiritually sensitive mother young guarded
her privacy she chose to live apart from the extended family in the busy
beehive house and lion house preferring to reside in the nearby white
house see fig 3 p 29 she was a loving supportive companion to her
husband but was not a woman to move into public life as a writer of petitions organizer and speaker eliza was just one year younger than mary
ann angell and both of them were older than most of the other wives by
one or two decades this seniority and her experience and inclination
fitted her for a public role the role of presidentess that brigham eventually
accorded her
when in 1867 brigham called eliza to firmly reestablish lapsed and
waning relief societies he had absolute confidence in her loyalty As poet
and as his wife of twenty years she had proven herself an unfailing supporter brigham and eliza exemplified the harmony they expected from the
men and women they were teaching to work together institutionally
harmony that would enable the relief society to expand its responsibilities
and accomplish good for its female members and the community as a
whole the relief society aided the bishops in relieving the poor a particular concern during wintertime as immigrants continued to pour into
utah it served as a parallel organization to the school of the prophets in
promoting the saints economic self sufficiency it furnished latter day
saint women new opportunities for self expression and as eliza
explained for cultivation
physically mentally morally and spiritually 90 and it provided mutual support for women living the principle of
plural marriage
in her life sketch eliza recounted the circumstances surrounding her
initial calling
had been intimately associated with and had officiated as secretary for the first relief society organization pres young commissioned
me to assist the bishops in organizing branches of the society in their
respective wards for at that time the bishops had not acquainted themselves with the movement and did not know how to proceed to me it was
quite a mission and I took much pleasure in its performance I1 felt quite
honored and much at home in my associations with the bishops and they
appreciated my assistance 91
As

1I

1
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president young announced from the tabernacle pulpit in december
1867 his intention to firmly reestablish relief societies in local wards in
doing so he was encouraging bishops to establish a partnership with their
own spouses similar to the one he was creating with eliza mixing humor
with earnest counsel he entreated
now bishops you have smart women for wives many of you let them organize female relief societies in the various wards we have many talented
women among us and we wish their help in this matter some may think this
will be the
is a trifling thing but it is not and you will find that the sisters wili
mainspring of the movement 92

brigham understood the power of women to forward the movement
just as thoroughly as he understood the potential for conflict as they exercised that power he had not forgotten the episodic and sometimes turbulent history of the relief society and of mormon women s gatherings over
the previous twentyfive
twenty five years nor had eliza forgotten the fact that
brigham chose eliza to synthesize a new movement among latter day
saint women at this time suggests his deep confidence in her abilities and
her loyalty although this is not the place for a full treatment of the early
history of the relief society some understanding of its operations in the
1850s is essential to comprehending the significance of the mis184os and i85os
i84os
sion brigham later entrusted to eliza these were years of important learning for both of them
the nauvoo relief society the prophet joseph smith established
the precedent for including women in the organizational structure of the
church eliza s close friend and fellow relief society worker sarah M
kimball recalled that in the spring of 1842 joseph persuaded her and her
group of latter day saint women in nauvoo to abandon the ladies society they had independently organized following the model of the female
benevolent sewing and missionary societies typical in other churches
eliza had written a constitution for the group but at joseph s invitation
the women gathered instead under his direction to be organized in the
1193
93 consequently
order of the priesthood after the pattern of the church 3393
on march 17 1842 eliza was one of twenty women who assembled in the
upper room of joseph s red brick store to be organized as latter day saint
priesthood quorums were structured with a president and two counselors
emma smith wife of the prophet became the first president of the
female relief society of nauvoo as the group voted to call themselves
she selected two counselors and this presidency like the first presidency
of the church joseph instructed would continue in office during good
behavior or so long as they shall continue to fill the office with dignity 94
eliza was elected secretary
though ministers wives normally led the benevolent societies established in their congregations this presidency was distinctively mormon in
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form and tenure its officers were voted in and then set apart by the laying
on of hands by priesthood leaders this society is not only to relieve the
poor but to save souls joseph smith taught relief society sisters on one of
the several occasions he addressed them the new organization s purposes
were spiritual as well as temporal joseph introduced to the women sacred
doctrines related to temple worship and told them their society should
move according to the ancient priesthood he declared on april 28
1842
281842
11 I now turn the key to you in the name of god granting women as elder
joseph fielding smith later affirmed some measure of divine authority
particularly in the direction of government and instruction in behalf of the
women of the church 95 eliza recorded josephs remarkable teachings in
her minutes she also registered the society s two years of successful operation and significant labor on behalf of the poor however she did not
record nor did she later discuss the conflict that arose in 1844 that would set
the limits of women s new authority
relief society president emma smith severely tried in her mind
about the doctrine of plural marriage recalled john taylor made use of
the position she held to try to pervert the minds of the sisters in relation to
196
96 meetings were officially suspended at
that doctrine ygg
some point after the
last recorded meeting on march 16 1844 at which emma made a forceful
declaration of her authority whether the move was made by the women
themselves or at the order of joseph smith or later of brigham young is
not clear certainly however following josephs martyrdom emma
became increasingly resistant to the leadership of brigham young and the
twelve due largely to their continuing commitment to plural marriage
emma may have attempted to call a meeting of relief society sisters
in late february or early march 1845 about the time eliza published her
first poem in support of brigham whether it was emma s action or not
something stirred brigham young about that time indignant he
addressed a meeting of priesthood officials on march 9 1845 delivering
strong words relative to things in which many of our sisters have been
engaged he declared

I

god outside
ofgodj
they have no right to meddle in the affairs of the kingdom of
the pale of this they have a right to meddle because many of them are more
sagacious & shrewd & more competent to attend to things of the financial
affairs they never can hold the keys of the priesthood apart from their husbands when 1I want sisters or the wives of the members of the church to get
up relief society I1 will summon them to my aid but until that time let them
stay at home & if you see females huddling together veto the concern 97

brigham young and the quorum of the twelve found it imperative to
assert their priesthood authority in a divided nauvoo community where a
number of claimants still disputed the quorum s leadership regarding the
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sisters brigham may also have been influenced by the prevailing cultural
ambivalence regarding the religious role of american women one historian has observed that women s benevolent societies did not always go
according to plan the plan of male benefactors that is women s groups
could function as a church within a church and exert a divisive force
3398
1198
98 and it seems that this threatened to be the case
within the congregation 3098
in nauvoo affirming that one ounce of preventive is better than one
pound of cure brigham voiced his determination to stay these proceedings 99 the relief society remained inoperative until 1854
womens organizations in early utah the tension that surfaced in
nauvoo was still evident in subtle ways after the saints arrived in the salt
lake valley eliza heard in december 1847 many reports calculated to discourage the sisters in their efforts for improvement she was referring to
the informal meetings where women were gathering as they had at winter
quarters to pray and receive spiritual gifts such as speaking in tongues
but she noted with characteristic faith and resilience all things will
tend to the instructions of those that will be profited & hold fast to the
principles of righteousness the sisters meetings continued into february often with brethren present and in most instances eliza listed a sister as the one who presided 100
in the early i85os
1850s some women in the salt lake valley assembled in
new service groups without provoking opposition the female council of
health established in 1851 with a cluster of midwives at its core was formally organized with a president and counselors apparently with the
endorsement of church leaders open to all women interested in health
matters it resembled the female relief society of nauvoo in its organizational form and some of its purposes according to richard L jensen
members heard lectures by local physicians discussed the use of faith and
herbs in healing attempted to design more healthful female fashions
spoke and sang in tongues and enjoyed a social and spiritual interchange 101 to meet the health needs of the poor in the city the council
appointed representatives to most of the city s nineteen wards their
boci
assignment differed only slightly from the work of the nauvoo relief soci
atys visiting committees
etys
looking beyond the poor in salt lake city matilda dudley mary
hawkins amanda smith and mary bird initiated and formally organized
in 1854 a society for the purpose of making clothing for destitute indian
women and children 102 membership of this fledgling society which operated outside official church channels continued to grow manifesting an
increased openness to women meeting together president young did not
veto the concern rather he introduced two safeguards to forestall the
development of autonomous and potentially divisive women s societies
1
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he encouraged widespread organization of relief societies to provide clothing for indians and relief for the poor directing that
these groups be organized within ward units and under the direction of
bishops before the year had ended some twenty two ward societies were
matalda dudley s group
matflda
matlida
organized primarily in salt lake city members of matilda
dispersed to their various ward societies apparently by the fall of 1855 the
work of the female council of health also merged with that of ward relief
societies and its meetings ceased 103
second brigham young published an authoritative statement regarding relief society s relationship to priesthood leaders in spring 1855
church historians were compiling the official history of the church for serial publication in the salt lake city deseret news in march as the compilers examined documents for 1842 brigham asked eliza to submit to the
historian s office the minutes she had kept as secretary of the female relief
nauvoo and personally brought with her to utah included in
ofnauvoo
society of
these precious minutes a record that joseph smith had called relief society s constitution and law 104 was the prophets expansive address of
april 281842 wherein he conveyed to relief society women new authority
and responsibility under brigham s direction heber C kimball george
A smith and others substantially revised eliza s transcription of joseph s
april 28 sermon they clarified the presiding authority of husbands and
priesthood leaders and minimized the possibility of women claiming independent authority in connection with their organization thereby averting
any replay of the conflict with emma in nauvoo 105 in september 1855 the
officially revised version of joseph s sermon was published in the deseret
news 106 removing any doubt that ultimate authority in matters concerning the relief society rested not with its female officers but with their
priesthood leaders
comans place how eliza reacted to the editing of
the question of womans
her minutes one can only surmise 107 she did not take an active role in
establishing local relief societies in 1854 and 1855 indeed evidence suggests that eliza did not even participate in these early relief society meetings though some of brigham s other wives including mary ann angell
attended 108 however her 1854 57 poems reveal a persistent concern with
comans status and destiny an important cluster of these poems written
womans
in the first person for a small audience of friends provide a window on
called her to direct
questions eliza explored in the decade before brigham cabled
the work of relief societies 109 and what is woman s calling where is her
place Is she destined to honor or disgrace eliza asked in her january
110
lio
llo
woman110
1855 poem woman
latter day saints were aware of the national debates regarding wom
ans role and sphere that permeated american culture during the last half

first in june
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of the nineteenth century raising questions about women s political rights
and economic opportunities and women s religious authority the revivals
of the second great awakening that had sparked young joseph smiths
prayerful inquiry landed thousands of women in evangelical protestant
congregations where they continued to pray and testify and to organize
the sewing circles and benevolent societies that gave them limited access
to the public sphere the notion of separate spheres for men and women
flowered in nineteenth century america where as a result of increasing
industrialization and urbanization men had gradually moved away from
home and farm to workplace and market place the public sphere while
women at least middle class women remained in the home the prinew ideas about women s spiritual superiority and moral
vate sphere
authority came into conflict with older traditions that required women to
be submissive to their husbands or to keep silent in the churches though
I I
iii
lii
gemale
female
naie 111
nale
church membership was predominantly fer
the religion of the latter day saints did not officially assume that
women were spiritually or morally superior to men women and men were
admonished to obey the same commandments receive the same gifts of
the spirit and participate in the same holy ordinances men and women
alike honored the power and authority of the holy priesthood though
women were not ordained to priesthood offices as were their fathers and
brothers husbands and sons
inveterate reader of newspapers that she was eliza could not have
escaped noticing the national debates regarding women s rights she would
have felt too the sting of the epithets such as degraded and subjugated hurled at mormon women in the popular press with increasing frechurche 1852 public announcement that some of its
quency after the churchs
12
members practiced plural marriage 112
inclined to intellectual and theological exploration eliza spent the i85os
1850s pondering and writing about the
questions that swirled around her words she employed repeatedly in her
lot
calling station state position
point to her preocpoems
cu pation with maintaining a sense of dignity and finding her place within
cupation
the church s structure and theology
in woman eliza defended her people while asking probing questions addressing woman s rights and woman s sphere eliza was quick to
affirm that latter day saint women needed no further rights no broader
sphere she believed that well meaning worldly reformers lacked the essential ingredient of true revolutionary reform the holy priesthood her
poems explicitly express her respect for priesthood leaders but she indicated an underlying tension when she gently hinted that women are at
113
times neglected now
eliza s
misjudged and unappreciated too 11113
poetry provided her a means of exploring her questions but it did not fully
1 1
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resolve them nor could it in and of itself prepare her for the increased
responsibilities she would assume in 1867 in connection with relief society

the endowment house resolution of

her earlier questions and
preparation for her future responsibilities seem to have come during the
twelve years from 1855 to 1867 as eliza fulfilled a different assignment president young who held the keys to all priesthood ordinances called her to
serve in the endowment house and to officiate in holy temple ordinances
to be administered there until a temple could be completed she referred to
the endowment house in salt lake city as the house of the lord and
a privilege that cannot be too
was present at its dedication may 551855
1855
highly estimated she noted from that time when I have been in the city
14
n4
she wrote in 1885 na
I1 have been a constant officiate in that house
brigham who also officiated in temple ordinances himself perhaps understood how much the calling would come to mean to eliza
her labors there as often as four days a week helped her focus more
intently on the theology that crowned the teachings of the prophet joseph
smith teachings joseph had shared in part with the female relief society
of nauvoo it was a theology of eternal covenants and ties communicated
most fully through priesthood ordinances administered in the temple
these holy ordinances bound disciple to god husband to wife parent to
child generation to generation
through temple ordinances eliza comprehended priesthood as the
power to bring together to forge continuities and connections to create to
order and to heal through the leadership role eliza assumed in women s
ordinance work she experienced in a way she never could have otherwise
women s power to minister and bless the assignment expanded her
opportunities for praying together with faithful saints and for blessing
her sisters mostly though not entirely within the context of formal ritual
thousands of the daughters of zion have received blessings under her
hands and therefore with the utmost propriety she may be called a mother
15
in modern temples the term
her associates later wrote 115
in israel one of
other
traditionafly the wife of the temple
used for a similar position is matron traditionally
president eliza s sacred work as a priestess in the house of the lord was
different from her experience a few years earlier in informal gatherings
16
ilg
she prized both
where women met to pray and exercise spiritual gifts 116
experiences and encouraged women to be receptive to the spirit in both settings most importantly her ministry in the endowment house enlarged
her vision of woman s eternal stature and destiny A patriarchal blessing
given her in 1857 promised her
1

the greater gift of enjoyment & of appreciating the blessings of the everlasting
priesthood for the principles & knowledge of the everlasting priesthood shall
shail enjoy & obtain an understanding
shait
shall
be increased
increasd upon thy mind for thou shalt
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how all intelligiences
intehigiences attain to their exaltations & have wisdom & knowledge
to communicate to thy sex how they are to attain to an exalted station & upon
what principle they are to dwell & associate with the sanctified iai7

these promises were realized both in experiencing the endowment and
through eliza s teaching women in the endowment house and later in
relief society meetings ritual is by its nature experiential not merely
philosophical or theological As eliza ministered to women in the endowment house she experienced the authority and order of the priesthood
and learned the importance of order and obedience for all who hoped to
receive the fullness of priesthood blessings

priesthood authority and the reorganization of relief society
from the 1855 dedication of the endowment house until 1877 when a
temple was dedicated in st george the endowment house was the only
alizas leadership role
place saints could go to perform temple ordinances elizas
there brought her into contact with thousands of women meanwhile
womens leadership in the ward relief societies established in 1854 had virtually disappeared since the societies for the most part had lasted only three
or four years the 1858 move south in the wake of the utah war had disrupted ward structure and activities the relief societies dependent on
18
bishops for direction had faltered 118
but in the years following the civil
war as brigham young and other church leaders commenced significant
organizational refinements brigham felt the need to summon the
women to my aid he knew eliza could help him secretary of the relief
famfliar with its
society in nauvoo she had preserved its minutes and was familiar
organization and operations women throughout the church knew and
respected her and brigham knew he could trust her
whatever the conversation or conversations between brigham and
eliza in 1867 when he commissioned her to help bishops reorganize ward
relief societies the two of them shared an understanding of the nature of
priesthood power and of the importance of united effort and they both
knew the magnitude of the latter day work and its ramifications for men
and women in zion and abroad in the present and the future in time and
in eternity they must have agreed as eliza later articulated that in the
church and kingdom of god the interests of men and women are the same
man has no interests separate from that of women however it may be in
the outside world our interests are all united 119 the different restraints
within which both men and women would have to operate were crystal
clear but the possibilities for their mutual achievement growth and contribution must have been equally evident
the importance of women working under the direction of priesthood
leaders and sustaining rather than resisting their counsel would become
standard elements of eliza s addresses to relief society no society can
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overstep the counsel of its bishop his word is law to which all its doings
are amenable her unqualified support of priesthood leaders might be
viewed as mere acquiescence to male domination reducing the relief society to what one writer in the 1970s
19os has called the sisterhood of the broth120
erhood 11120
however for eliza as for brigham the priesthood was far
greater than any bishop or even the prophet himself all of whom labored
within its order it was power from god power to govern order and
minister in pure righteousness power to sanctify relationships and generate unity the relief society eliza wrote in april 1868 is an organization
that cannot exist without the priesthood from the fact that it derives all its
authority and influence from that source when the priesthood was taken
from the earth this institution that is relief society as well as every other
appendage to the true order of the church of jesus christ on the earth
became extinct until restored by joseph smith 121
in the nineteenth century supporting priesthood leaders and their
counsel meant supporting plural marriage active opposition to polygamy
had adjourned the female relief society of nauvoo in 1844 such a thing
was not to happen on eliza s watch she continually affirmed that the rein
vig
vigorated
orated relief society would rally support for rather than opposition to
plural marriage let the sisters be careful not to speak against POLYGAMY
1 I was
122111
she counseled women in ephraim 122
mortified last conference to
affraid to call A vote to see if the sisters
hear president young say he was alfraid
poli gamy a scribe recorded her telling women in lehi takwould sustain polygamy
poligamy
ing brigham s rhetorical device quite seriously eliza told him he had not
faith in the sisters and if he had called the vote he would have found that
123 whether the
the sisters would have sustained that principle 11123
principle
was plural marriage or the program was grain storage eliza affirmed that
relief society sisters would do as their priesthood leaders directed we
will not quarrel with the priesthood altho it is in earthen vessels she
would tell one relief society president 124
seemingly brigham and eliza had reached a mutual understanding
about restraints by learning from past difficulties but more importantly
they had come to share a vision of the future an expansive vision of the
potential of relief society and the possibilities for latter day saint women
ten days following president young s december 8 1867 announcement
that bishops should now organize relief societies a deseret news editorial
expressed optimism that in the sphere which the president proposes the
11125
125 eliza
sisters should occupy there is room for extended usefulness 03125
herself wrote enthusiastically for the news that the positions offered
women through relief society were replete with new and multiplied possibili
sibilities
ties she promised if any of the daughters and mothers in israel are
feeling in the least circumscribed in their present spheres they will now
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find ample scope for every power and capability for doing good with which
126
they are most liberally endowed 11126
just as eliza learned the importance of working according to the order
of the priesthood brigham young learned the importance of giving
women considerable independence in their relief society work indeed he
concluded that female dependence could actually stifle initiative and
confidence expressing his faith in the abilities of the sisters of the church
he counseled them in august 1869 the females are capable of doing
immense good if they will but if you sit down and say husband or father
do it for me or brother do it for me for I am not going to do it when life
wali for you will be judged according to your
wall
wih weep and wail
wad
is through you will
127
works and having done nothing you will receive nothing 11121
when he
addressed salt lake citys
cites fifteenth ward relief society a few months earlier he encouraged the women to develop an entrepreneurial spirit to consider entering into book keeping telegraphing music knitting clothing
millinery basket and foot mat making and to call on him at any time
for counsel it was gratifying to him to see such marked signs of a lively
action he said 128
A partnership of leaders energy abounded as this new partnership
between brigham and eliza emerged and their unity of mind and harmony
of purpose was publicly pronounced following the end of the civil war in
1865 church leaders pondered their plans for the future and implemented
significant changes the impending completion of the transcontinental railroad intensified efforts at economic cooperation and self sufficiency
because the civil war had shaken but not destroyed the united states govern ment the anticipated imminence of the millennium receded and longernment
term strategies for building the kingdom of god moved to the forefront
completing a temple strengthening the saints and raising up a new generation in righteousness received increased emphasis culminating with
brigham young s priesthood reorganization of 1877 structural refinement
actually began a decade earlier with the establishment of the parent sunday
school union the school of the prophets and the reorganization of relief
society the decade from 1866 to 1876 witnessed the expansion of the
relief society and sunday school and the organization of mutual improvement associations for young men and young women organizations of the
church that have continued to the present eliza was involved in forwarding
weil as the primary association for children
weli
well
all of these organizations as wehl
which she helped establish in 1878 the year following brigham s death
these institutions would help shape the second and third and successive
generations of latter day saints who did not experience the gathering and
persecution that had shaped mormonism s first generation but upon whom
still
stih rested the injunction to be an holy nation i pet 29
1
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the possibility of building generation upon generation of righteous
saints was the vision brigham and eliza shared and worked to carry forth
with their brothers and sisters in priesthood quorums and the newly
reorganized relief societies the partnership they welded as president
and presidentess was a public partnership similar in some respects to the relation ship between many protestant ministers and their wives in nineteenth
tionship
century america historian leonard I sweet explains that the
nineteenth century saw the ministers wife emerge from the crowd to
become the institutional leader of church women and to occupy one of the
most coveted careers available to american women 129 indeed eliza snow
emerged among mormon women as such an institutional leader at sixty
her sisters with amazing energy
three years old she assumed leadership of
other
she visited latter day saint settlements throughout the intermountain
west helping bishops organize the women in their wards and the sisters
arose by the dozens and then by the hundreds to take up their new responsibilities she shared and articulated her husband s vision which she felt
reached far beyond that of other american christians
the first responsibility of local branches of relief society as indicated
by their name was to provide relief to the poor president young encouraged them in this endeavor particularly in finding for those in need some110
in 1876 eliza R
thing to do that will enable them to sustain themselves 130
snow reported that no
iio branches of the relief society had collected and
ilo
llo
disbursed 82397 over a period of seven to eight years 73 percent of which
was to relieve and support the poor 16 percent for building purposes 7
percent to help the poor immigrate and the remainder to support other
1

charities and missionary work 131
economic self sufficiency was brigham s objective not only for the
poor but for the entire mormon community he challenged the women to
sustain the self sufficiency of the mormon community through retrenchment wanting to maintain mormon identity by asserting independence
from outside market forces brigham young challenged women to make
and wear homemade hats and clothes rather than goods imported from the
eastern states they were to set their own fashions to be thrifty in their
households and to find ways to do their own carding spinning weaving
and knitting what is there in these respects that the members of the
female relief society cannot accomplish he asked 132
everywhere she went eliza quoted joseph smith s counsel to the origyoungss current
inal female relief society of nauvoo as well as brigham young
counsel president young said to me 1I want the relief society to step forward and help to sustain ourselves she told the women in lehi we have
been called out of babylon that we might not pertake
partake sic of
her sins but 1I
other
think some of us have brought babylon with us and hug it to our hearts
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eliza rallied the women around the prophets program sisters she said
in lehi the time has come for us to stop this waste and sustain ourselves
the lord is calling on us through president young to establish home
industries it is time the sisters of the relief society awake up and show
Savi ours on
that they are energetic handmadins of the lord that will be saviours
133
mount zion 11133
she wholeheartedly endorsed president youngs campaign to reject
comans exponent in
materialistic excess writing a full article for the womans
praise of the virtue of simplicity and lives that exemplified it

is there a greater one than brigham young Is there one on
whom rests a broader fold of imperial dignity as recognized by the upper
nobility by the way
wayj we do not consult the opinion of the lower courts
and is there a more striking example of plainness and simplicity does not
this very simplicity in him beget love and admiration in the hearts of

for instance

rayj

people 1344
this people134

with vigor eliza pushed the home industries that brigham young
deemed so important for preserving the saints distinctiveness she urged
the raising of silk and the home manufacturing of cloth and clothing carpets hats brooms soap and other goods saints might be tempted to buy
from babylon and thereby diminish the financial means of the saints
pres young recommends silk culture as one very profitable branch for the
ail
ali the cuttings they wish from the mulsisters and offers free of charge all
berry orchard on his farm she editorialized in the mormon woman s
exponent in 1875 135
education was part of the campaign for self sufficiency president
young wishes the sisters to get a number of girls to learn type setting and
A number of the sisters to learn medicine she said in payson 136 romania
bunnell pratt the first mormon woman to get professional training in
medicine returned to utah with her finances depleted following her freshman year at the woman s medical college in philadelphia she paid a visit
to president young who turning to eliza R snow who was present in the
interview said see to it that the relief societies furnish sister pratt with
we need her here said
the necessary money to complete her studies
president young and her talents will be of great use to this people eliza
fulfilled the task her relief society sisters donated the necessary funds
comans medical college in 1877 dr pratt returned to
graduating from womans
utah to practice medicine and teach courses for women in anatomy physiology and obstetrics she later served as resident physician at the relief
37
society s deseret hospital in salt lake city 137
eliza saw josephs and brigham s views of women as intertwined
president young has turned the key to a wide and extensive sphere of
action and usefulness she declared using words reminiscent of joseph
11
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smith s pronouncement to the female relief society of nauvoo 138 giving
full honor to joseph smith for his role in organizing relief society according to divine revelation she continued to honor president young as his
successor the man chosen of god to continue the latter day work for
women and men to sisters in provo she testified joseph smith considered relief society of importance as not only relieving the poor but he
said it was to do our souls good and attached much consequence to its
moral influence president young manifests the same interest in behalf of
139
the cooperation of the sisters and prays for them daily 11139
she credited brigham with extending joseph s program for women to
the young about five years ago president young requested me with others
140 she explained with reference
to the
to organize the young ladies 11140
retrenchment association she had helped organize among the young
daughters in 1869 it was quickly renamed the young ladies mutual
improvement association and she helped forward its organization in
wards throughout the territory in 1878 eliza affirmed

the organization of these associations

much a revelation as that of the
relief societies the one came through joseph smith the other through
brigham young and if I1 was to choose between the two organizations I
should choose the one for the young so many of whom for the want of such
spiritual culture have gone to destruction 141
is as

1

eliza snow functioned as a confidante and advisor to president young
with regard to women s organizations and issues communication
between them regarding womens work seems to have been close frequent
and significant with that work came a particular place of honor in the
lion house she held a most honored place in our household recalled
clarissa young spencer she always sat on father s right at the dinner table
and also in the prayer room he valued her opinion greatly and gave her
many important commissions 14142 remarking on this arrangement susa
young gates observed no wife was ever jealous of the seat of honour
accorded to aunt eliza her superior gifts and tender spiritual sympathy
endeared her to the wives and children as well as making her a womanly
43
counsellor for father 11143
expressing his full confidence in eliza brigham extended to her a calling similar to that emma had received in nauvoo to teach the female part
of the community 144 it was a call to preach and it became one of the ways
in which eliza fulfilled the promise given her in a patriarchal blessing that
she would communicate to thy sex how they are to attain an exalted sta145
she later recorded the circumstances of the calling with conspicution 11145
ous pleasure and pride

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol40/iss2/5

34

Derr: The Lion and the Lioness: Brigham Young and Eliza R. Snow

BYU studies

88

of the relief society pres young told me
not long after the organization
re
reorganization
he was going to give me an other mission

she recalled

shah
shail
shali
shan
replied 1 I shall
fulfil it he said 1 I want you to instruct the sisters altho
endeavor to fulfill
aitho my
heart went pit a pat for the time being 1I did not and could not then form
an adequate estimate of the magnitude of the work before me to carry into
effect the president s requisition I1 saw at once involved public meetings and
public speaking also travel abroad 146

without the least intimation of what the mission consisted

I
1

she became well known for her sermons in addition to admonishing
the sisters to succor the poor to support the movement for self sufficiency
and to sustain their bishops and priesthood leaders she also took great care
to teach her sisters regarding their access to the holy spirit and their divine
destiny as daughters of god her understanding of woman s place in the
eternal scheme was creative and expansive do we keep in view that god
sent us here to hold high and responsible positions we yes we the
daughters of the most high god do we realize our responsibilities and
that we have as much to do with the salvation of our souls as the
brethren 147 eliza had considerable freedom as she taught women in local
brethren147
settings for example to women in payson in 1871 she expressed an idea
that she enunciated often
before the fall it seemed man and woman were one the same as the father
and son are one after the fall
fail A curse came upon woman she became subfali
servient to man since that time woman has differed in feeling some times
even in interest which should not be
the gospel is calculated to bring
wee anticipate
back the union which was the day before the fall
wih hold the same position as eve did
through the gospel that woman will

before the fan
fali
fall
fah

48

disagreement and resolution women responded to eliza s sermons
with enthusiasm brigham seems to have strongly supported her instruction although in one instance he publicly rejected her interpretation of
doctrine the disagreement tested the strength of their personal relationship and the durability of the new institutional partnership of men and
women under priesthood authority both proved to be solid
on december i 1873 eliza published an article discussing the resurrection in the woman s exponent her mortal and immortal elements of
the human body A philosophical objection to the resurrection
removed was so often requested by readers that it was reprinted in the
exponent of september 1i 1875 though the article raised no public objection
1

from brigham young when it first appeared in
the following response

1873

in

1875 it

drew from him

in your issue of sept first I notice an article written by miss E R snow
entitled mortal and immortal elements of the human body republished
from no 13 vol 2 of your journal the cause assigned for its reproduction
1

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2001

35

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 40, Iss. 2 [2001], Art. 5

the lion and the lioness brigham young and eliza R

snow

89

in your paper is that saints and strangers were so interested in its statements
cabled for that republication was decided upon
and it had been so often called

sincerely regret that this demand would have arisen 1I had hoped that
after its first publication it should have slept and never been awakened but
the fact of its having been so repeatedly called for placed me under obligation to correct the minds of the latter day saints in relation to the doctrine
contained therein
I1

on

some future occasion when I1 have time I1 may possibly take up the
article in detail but at present shall simply say as the prophet joseph smith
once told an elder who asked his opinion of a so called revelation he had
has just one fault and that one fault is it is not true 149
written
it hasjust

eliza s article attempted to answer objections to the idea of resurrection raised by the worldy wise philosopher who observing the decomposition of the body and the recycling of its elements into other plants and
animals maintained the impossibility of restoring to all bodies the original
elements of which they had once been composed her solution divided
matter into two distinct classes or grades one of which would be subject
to change and decay and the other capable of resisting every law of infraction or dissolubility the mortal body borrowed from the first but the
resurrected body would be composed of the second a pure invisible
intangible substance that could not be seen except by organs of sight
formed of the same pure matter for eliza the tangible elements of a mortal body were borrowed from an inferior form of matter these elements
would not be resurrected 150
brigham saw it differently he believed in one class of matter not two
in his view every element of the mortal body would be resurrected these
very identical particles that now compose our bodies will be resurrected
and come together by the power of the trump of god giving less credence
to the worldly philosophies than eliza brigham cast a skeptical eye at the
goal of harmonizing there are many things which science with all its
tests cannot find out he said it is beyond the power of man without
revelation from god with all his science to know whether these particles
that compose our bodies go into other creatures to form the component
parts of their bodies unlike eliza he affirmed that resurrected bodies
were tangible he contended that particles taken into the body gave energy
but would not rise with the body in the resurrection 151
perhaps the respect with which the community regarded eliza R snow
triggered the concerted effort to correct any misunderstanding her article
might have spawned brigham youngs letter rejecting her theory appeared
in the september 15 1875 issue of the womans
comans exponent two days later
the deseret news published an article wherein john taylor at president
young s request explained the president s position wanting to treat eliza
with the utmost respect he declared her beautiful theory pleasing and
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poetic to be in conflict with all the revelations and teachings we have had
111
31112
31152
11112
152
12
on this subject 311
brigham young as promised responded at length but did not address
his public remarks directly to his wife at the october general conference
george Q cannon read brigham youngs discourse entitled the resurrection it included several pages of clarifying references from the bible
the book of mormon and the history of joseph smith and was published
both in the deseret news and as a separate pamphlet for distribution 153
As one might expect of a loyal supporter like eliza snow in the wake of
president youngs pronouncement she retracted the ideas she had earlier
expressed to whom it may concern she wrote in an open letter published in the woman s exponent and reprinted in the deseret news
1

it will be recollected that an article written by me entitled mortal and
immortal elements of the human body A philosophical objection to the
WONLANS EXPONENT in
resurrection removed was published in the WOMANS
september 1875 and that subsequently an article written and signed by pres
young appeared in the WOMANS EXPONENT in which the former was
pronounced untrue
permit me to say that 1I fully concur in the views expressed by pres
young and withdraw everything contained in my article at variance therewith and trust that no latter day saint may be led into erroneous doctrine
54
through anything written by me 154

the only surprising thing about her disclaimer

was its timing

this letter

was dated march 19
i9
ia 1876 six months after brigham young had declared
her theories false resolution of this theological question in the public
arena provides no suggestion of what occurred privately during those
intriguing months on that issue the historical record is silent whatever
fracture if any the episode provoked in the relationship between the two
does not seem to have been long lived 155 brigham had exercised the
authority of his office in safeguarding doctrine recognizing this eliza
acceded to his correction there seems to have been no lingering suspicion
on brigham s part no foreclosure of eliza s administrative and teaching
responsibilities the pattern of mutual trust and cooperation had been
firmly established
Brig hams encouragement and full supdenouement in 1876 with brighams
port eliza moved forward with a new venture in october when relief
society women had just completed a summer long display of their homemade goods in commemoration of the nation s centennial president
young formally addressed them
it would be very gratifying to us if you could form an association to start
business in the capacity of disposing of homemade
home made articles such as are
manufactured among ourselves
if you can not be satisfied with the selection of sisters from among yourselves to take charge we will render you
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assistance by furnishing a competent man for the transaction of the financial
matters of this establishment 156

comanss commiswoman
the relief society mercantile association opened the womans
sion house within a month and operated it by themselves not with the
assistance of a competent man but under the personal supervision of
eliza brigham helped support the enterprise with goods from the provo
woolen mills alizas
elizas last letter to her husband then wintering in st
george addressed questions related to the woman s commission house
eliza worked to clear up the question of what commission should be
Brig
hamss enterprises the letter is most striking
granted on goods from brighams
brigham
for the window it provides on the merging of the husband wife relationship
with that of the president presidentess in the letter as in the relationship between the correspondents themselves public and private concerns
merged spunk and forthrightness were mixed with love and concern
dear president young
the commission store has so far received better patronage and as a
general thing a better spirit has been manifested towards it than we anticipated at its opening
papers abroad make gratifying comments on the store and the self sus
baining
taining movement in connexion with it by the mormon women of utah

realizing that your time strength and brains are all overtaxed I1 should
not have troubled you by introducing these matters but it seems that somebody has written you and in doing so made a mistake which 1I think should
be corrected

one evening

in the parlor but sick as you were then and with so
much crowding your mind it is not at all strange that you do not recollect it
without my mentioning the subject you proposed allowing 20 percent comm
corm
corn
com
on your goods and again when you were reclining in your chair in your
room 1I went in to see you on some business concerning the store you sent
for br john haslem and while giving him instructions about sending the
goods down you repeated the same to him another consideration we
never should allow him or any other clerk to dictate terms of commission on
your goods although we are novices in the mercantile business we are not
green enough for that kind of management

with love
elizal
eilza
ellza
eliza

R

snow

PS it makes us all happy to learn that your health continues to improve

157

although eliza resigned after supervising the woman s commission
house for one year the enterprise continued until 1879 was revived in the
189os and was reborn again in the 1930s
i89os
193os as mormon handicraft eliza
would serve the relief society as its general president until her death in
1887 by then she was widely considered the head of all the women of the
church and their organizations the relief society the young ladies
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mutual improvement association and the primary under brigham s
direction she had begun a work whose ramifications are still felt in the
church around the world
during the year eliza supervised the women s store there hung among
the homemade rag carpets straw bonnets and quilts a large blue banner
11158
158
with a motto embroidered in white in union Is strength 33158
it captured
the essence of the movement for economic self sufficiency and cooperation the spirit of the women s organizations the substance of zion itself
where saints would be of one heart and one mind moses 718 and it
characterized eliza s partnership with brigham by trusting her brigham
expanded his own ministry far beyond what he could have done himself
by following his counsel she acquired responsibilities of a magnitude she
had never imagined the success of their cooperation indeed signaled for
their contemporaries and for future generations the principle that our
159 As a couple they had no
interests are all united 11159
posterity but latter day
saint women and men working together are the spiritual descendants of
this enduring partnership and have inherited from this father and mother
in israel a legacy of mutual esteem solicitude and collaboration
brigham young died august 28 1877 eliza worked on tirelessly for
another decade brigham s death came two weeks after she had submitted
to the press her second volume of poems a volume she had dedicated to
him she wrote a long poem describing brigham s funeral and sent it on
to the press so the book could begin and end with tributes in honor of
president young there is little else to suggest the intensity of
her mournother
ing nearly a year after his death as she met with sisters in moroni utah
she recalled that when last she met with the saints of this place our dearly
brigam young was present but the lord in his
and much beloved prest brighm
160
igo
eliza died december 5 1887
wisdom has called him from our midst 11160
the name on her grave marker is eliza R snow smith but her interment
in the private cemetery of brigham young would insure that her loyalties to
both joseph and brigham would never be forgotten

conclusion
brigham young was the lion of the lord and his wife eliza R snow
skill
was the lioness with dignity shi
shl and ferocious dedication and determination they did all in their power to defend and protect the kingdom of
god to bring it forth in its fulness
falness on the earth preparatory to the coming
of jesus christ they were forceful personalities whose talents and styles
differed greatly yet because of their shared faith in and love for the
restored gospel of jesus christ there was remarkable strength in their
union over the years as eliza wrote dozens of poems and songs sustaining
brigham in his prophetic role he developed an abiding appreciation for
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her loyalty and skill welcomed into brigham s extended family with charity
compassion and friendship eliza learned that brigham was a caring husband
with confidence in her abilities the warm affection trust and respect they
developed in their marriage became the basis for a unique and fruitful
institutional partnership joseph smith had integrated women into the
church organization by founding the relief society with mutual love for
the prophet and his expansive vision and with a belief in god and one
another brigham and alizas
elizas unity of purpose and action brought the
igi they
161
relief society to life as well as an organization for young women 16
thereby built an enduring organizational partnership between latter day
saint men and women that has continued to bless church members down
to the latest generation
1

jill mulvay derr jlii
jill

derrbyuedu

research historian at the joseph fielding
smith institute for latter day saint history at brigham young university she received
a BA degree in english from the university of utah and an MAT degree from harvard university the author wishes to thank richard L jensen and jed woodworth
for their editorial guidance and rebekah rogers smith and katie farnsworth bitner for
their research assistance an earlier version of this paper was presented at the smith
institute symposium on brigham young march 201998
20 1998
i1 moses 718
738 brigham youngs daughter clarissa young indicated that eliza was
her father s wife in name only clarissa young spencer and mabel harmer brigham
young at home salt lake city deseret book 1940 76 william hepworth dixon a
traveler and adventurer wrote regarding eliza 1 I am led to believe that she is not a wife
to young in the sense of our canon she is always called miss eliza in fact the mormon
rite of sealing a woman to a man implies other relations than our gentile rite of marvols leipzig bernhard tauchnitz
riage william hepworth dixon new america 2 VOIS
is a

1867 1241
186751241

for example brigham young in journal ofdiscourses
of discourses
6 1877
richards 1855 86 18356 april 61877
2

26 vols

liverpool

F

D

brigham young journal october 01844
1844 brigham young office files church
331844
archives family and church history department the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints salt lake city hereafter cited as church archives brigham youngs
journal uses the initials M E marriage for eternity and M T marriage for time
to mark the performances of his marriage ceremonies elizabeth fairchild 1828 1910
was married for eternity to brigham young on the same day he married eliza for time
and the only symbol used on that day is M E see jeffery ogden johnson determining and defining awife
a wige
wife the brigham young households dialogue A journal of
abife
mormon thought 20 fall 1987 60 66
4 brigham young s struggle in accepting the practice is described in leonard J
arrington brigham young american moses new york alfred A knopf 1985
3

100 102

aside from lucy ann decker the six other plural wives married to brigham
young before eliza were augusta adams harriet E cook clarissa decker emily dow
partridge clarissa ross and louisa beaman all of these but augusta bore him children the eight brigham married between 1846 and 1865 who bore him children were
5
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margaret maria alley
afley
aliey emmeline free margarett peirce margaret pierce zina D
ailey
huntington lucy bigelow eliza burgess harriet barney and mary van cott arrington american moses 420 21 johnson brigham young households 66 70 following
jeff
jeffjohnson
johnson s listing I1 have included louisa beaman as a pre 1846 wife 1I have followed
leonard arrington s practice of listing wives by their maiden names even though some
of them were married and bore their husbands names before marrying brigham young
6 matthew 2224 deuteronomy 255 see also M guy bishop eternal marriage
in early mormon marital beliefs historian 53 autumn 1990 76 88
7 the four widows of joseph smith mentioned in this paragraph lived in
brigham young s utah households in addition to these women married to brigham
for time only he took eternity only vows with three other of joseph smiths widows
flins brigham also married for
olive frost rhoda richards and mary elizabeth Ro
rollins
eternity olive andrews who had been sealed by proxy to joseph smith after josephs
death historians jeff johnson and todd compton both conclude that mary elizabeth
rollins married brigham young after joseph smith s death todd compton in sacred
loneliness the plural wives of ofjoseph
joseph smith salt lake city signature books 1997 4 9
214 15 558 johnson brigham young household
57 70 arrington seems to have
interpreted the evidence differently and does not list her as one of Brig
brighams
hams wives
arrington american moses 420 21
8 rex eugene cooper promises made to the fathers mormon covenant organi
bation salt lake city university of utah press 1990 123
zation
9 besides eliza R snow the women brigham young married who bore him no
eulen A rockchildren include augusta adams susannah snively martha bowker ellen
eilen
elien
wood naamah K J carter twiss mary jane bigelow divorced 1851 harriet amelia
folsom and ann eliza webb divorced 1876 these women brigham married for time
only the list of childless marriages also includes those of the thirty one women who
fly part of brigham youngs household whom he married for eternity
generally
were not genera
only arrington american moses 420 21 jeffery ogden johnson wives of brigham
young copy of unpublished manuscript in my possession
10 As quoted in arrington american moses 120
io
ii ladies relief society times and seasons 3 april i1 1842 743 emmeline B
welis
weils
wells pen sketch of an illustrious woman eliza R snow smith woman s expo
ekpo
weils indicated that eliza was designated by
welis
nent
nentag february i 1881
nent9
mi 131 emmeline B wells
joseph smith the prophet zion s poetess but I1 have not located this title in any
document dating to the nauvoo period emmeline B wells
weils
welis eliza roxie snow smith
A tribute of affection woman s exponent 16 december 15
1887 log
151887
109 non mormon
newspapers of that period called her a mormon girl or the mormon poetess see
editor s introduction to eliza R snow replication to shawnee bard wabash courier
1841 for a discussion of the role of
terre haute indiana july 17
zions poetess see
171841
ofzions
jill mulvay derr form and feeling in a carefully grafted
snows poem of
crafted life eliza R snowspoem
poems journal of
mormon history 26 no i spring 2000 15
ofmormon
12 eighteen of these poems according to my calculations were published in the
quincy whig a non mormon newspaper
no 12
13 arrington american moses 79 97
97110
14 brigham young to vilate young august 11 1844 as quoted in arrington
american moses 112
elizas poem the assassination of generals joseph smith and hyrum smith
15 alizas
first presidents of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints who were massaill on the 27th of june 1844 was publil
lii
ili
iii
cred by a mob in carthage hancock county 111
lished as a broadside dated july 1i 1844 A copy is located in the church archives the
111.
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text was reprinted in poetry times and seasons 5 july 1i 1844 575 and in eliza R
snow poems religious historical and political 2 VOIS
vols liverpool and salt lake city
franklin D richards and latter day saints printing and publishing establishment
1856 and 1877 1142 45 from which the line count is taken varying slightly in title
from previous versions the text in poems includes the second line of a couplet that had
obviously been mistakenly dropped in the earlier publications
greene
saj G
16 louisa
reene richards snow eliza roxey latter day saint biographloul sai
ical encyclopedia 4 vols salt lake city andrew jenson history company 1901 1695
woman s exponent 16 august 1i 1886 37
17 eliza R snow past and present
eliza R snow and joseph smith were sealed as husband and wife june 29 1842
compton in sacred loneliness 313 the marriage is also described in maureen ursenbach beecher ed the personal writings of eliza roxcy snow salt lake city university
of utah press 1995 49 51 in her sketch of my life snow wrote with regard to seeing
the bodies of joseph and hyrum following the martyrdom what it was for loving
wives and children the loyal heart may feel but let language keep silence beecher
personal writings 17
18 brigham young diary august 881844
1844 as quoted in lynne watkins jorgensen
and BYU studies staff the mantle
mande
mantie of the prophet joseph passes to brother brigham
A collective spiritual witness BYU studies 36 no 4 1996 97 130
ig eliza R snow to president brigham young times and seasons 6 february 15
19
1845 815 it is perhaps not coincidental that snows poem appeared eleven days after
brigham young convened the council of fifty which sustained him as its chairman
andrew F ehat it seems like heaven began on earth joseph smith and the constit ution of the kingdom of god BYU studies 20 no 3 spring 1980 268
stitution
20 snow poems 1165 beecher personal writings 125
21 beecher personal writings 165 originally published in snow poems 1173 74
22 beecher personal writings 122 originally published as song for the camp of
israel let Us go millennial star
otario
stario
1848 176
io june 11.1848
11848
23 snow poems 1183 84
24 eliza R snow the welcome hymn millennial star 11
ii august 15 1849
255 56fi republished with some revisions in snow poems 1196 97

Loui

ill

25

eliza

R snow

to our honorable president and this respectable audience

eliza R snow papers ca 1834 1875 church archives
26 celebration deseret news july 13 1854 eliza s revolutionary song was
republished in thirty eighth semiannual
semi annual conference millennial star 16 october
28
1854 678 79 the standard source on the state of deseret is dale L morgan the
281854
state of deseret utah historical quarterly 8 april 1940 65 239
deseret news april 16 1853 republished in
27 eliza R snow the temple
snow poems 1225
28 eliza R snow for the pioneers
deseret news august ig
1851 appearing
191851
also as part of the broadside songs for the 24th july 1851 church archives the song
was republished in snow poems 1203 5
1862
121862
eilza R snow anthem deseret news march 12
ellza
eliza
29 elizal
annual conference deseret news weekly october 14
semiannual
30 thirty eighth semi
18491
1849

1868
282
1868282

an introduction to eliza R snows poem the press deseret news february 15
contains the first reference to zions poetess in connection with her published

31

1855

titie
tlde frequently used after that traveler emily faithfull indicated eliza snow
tide
poems a title
emliy faithfull three visits to america new
was known as zion s poet laureate emily
york fowler and wells 1884 igo
160
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brigham young office journal july 2 1861 brigham young office files
church archives several copies of the march 1847 journeying song are preserved in
the church archives one appears to be in the handwriting of thomas bullock the
other in the hand of william clayton both of whom were brigham youngs clerks
suggesting that this trail song was distributed among members of the pioneer camps
see eilza
eliza R snow
eilza
elizal R snow A journeying song for the camp of israel and elizal
ellza
eliza
A journeying song william clayton collection 1814 79 church archives
1855
deseret theological institute deseret news june 20
201855
33
apra 171866 brigham young letter
34 brigham young to sarah E carmichael april
books 8299 brigham young office files
1871 brigham young letter books
101871
35 george reynolds to J winsor january io
12485 historians
historians office journal september 1i 1862 church archives
36 snow poems 21
fly the wilderness years BYU studifamily
brigham youngs Farn
37 dean C jessee
es 19 no 4 summer 1979 474 500
1846 as quoted in beecher personal writings
38 eliza R snow diary march 9
91846
119
ilg all entries from snow s diary subsequently cited can be found under the given date
in beecher personal writings
1846
241846
39 snow diary march 29 and june 24
1846
40 snow diary june i and july 991846
41 snow diary january 1i 1847
1846
291846
42 snow diary undated entry following august 29
43 jessee brigham young s family 487 88
1846
221846
1842 december 22
291842
44 snow diary june 29
sunstone 8
45 see maureen ursenbach beecher women at winter quarters
July August 1983 11 19
julyaugust
1847
46 snow diary january 26
261847
1847
181847
47 snow diary may 26 june 612 and 18
1847
48 snow diary january i and 15
151847
49 snow diary undated entry following august 291846
0 o snow diary march 181847
50
1847 margarett s first husband
171847
51 snow diary june 6 and 12 october 2 and 17
morris whitesides died in july 1844 just seven months after they were married
1847
101847
52 snow diary september 8 and io
1848
41848
53 snow diary january 4
54 leonard J arrington great basin kingdom an economic history of the latter
day saints 1830 agoo
igoo 1958 lincoln university of nebraska press 1966 45 47
1900
1847 clara young to brigham young october 9 41
4
55 snow diary october 221847
1847 in beecher personal writings 291 92
1848
1847 september 20 october 23
231848
56 snow diary october 301847
31847
1849
281849
57 snow diary november i1 1848 june 28
58 brigham young s dwellings are described in detail in arrington american
moses 168 71 and susa young gates early homes of brigham young susa young
gates papers 1852 1932 utah state historical society salt lake city eighteen children
were born to brigham young and his wives between 1849 and 1854 crowding the log
row and requiring adjustments in living arrangements in may 1854 brigham arranged
for a room to be built for eliza in the salt lake city home of her brother lorenzo
memorandum of sundries book 1853 54 brigham young office files she may have
lived there until the lion house was finished
32
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susa young gates my life gates papers
60 snow diary june 241846
61 spencer and harmer brigham young at home 65
62 susa young gates life in the lion house gates papers
63 gates life in the lion house
64 susa young gates the lion house memories gates papers
65 spencer and harmer brigham young at home 85 86
harn hart diary january 24
1862 church archives journal his66 emily Elling
ellingham
241862
tory of the church january 271865
27 1865 1i microfilm of holograph harold B lee library
brigham young university provo utah solomon F kimball president youngs
excursion party improvement era 14 january 1911 188 201 and continued in the era
of february march and april 1911
igli
ign
67 for etiquette of the era see emily thornwell the lady s guide to perfect gentility 186
1856 san marino calif the huntington library and art gallery 1979
68 brigham young in journal of discourses 17159 60 august 9 1874 see also
young in journal of discourses 290 october 6 1854
1854
69 provo second ward utah stake relief society minute book 1869 82 september 1869 microfilm of holograph church archives
1885
131885
70 snow sketch of my life 17 this sketch is dated april 13
71 eliza R snow to mary elizabeth rollins april 31865 mary elizabeth rollins
collection
lightner Co
flection L tom perry special collections harold B lee library brigham
young university provo
1871 in dean C jessee ed letters
171871
72 brigham young to willard young june 17
of brigham young to his sons salt lake city deseret book 1974 167
pres brigham young june 1i 1871 snow papers
73 eliza R snow
1871 167
171871167
74 brigham young to willard young june 17
1872
221872
75 historian s office journal january 22
1872 brigham
76 eliza R snow to president brigham young november 4 1872
young office files
77 eliza R snow to president brigham young november 17 1872 brigham
young office files
1872
78 snow to young november 17
171872
79 brigham youngs trip was chronicled in elizabeth kane A gentile account of
life in utah s dixie 1872 73 elizabeth kane s st george journal salt lake city tanner
trust fund university of utah library 1995
80 eliza R snow to president brigham young january 3 1873 brigham
young office files
81 brigham was accused of lascivious cohabitation
overtly living with and
having children by multiple wives and of allegedly instigating an 1857 murder at the
mouth of echo canyon in order to appear in court as was unexpectedly required
president young had been forced to cut short his annual winter visit to southern utah
and hurry back to salt lake city through harsh midwinter weather then having been
refused bail
bali
ball
bad he remained under arrest in his own home from early january to late april
bali just days later the US supreme court ruled that
ball
bad
1871 when he was finally granted bail
mckean s grand juries had been illegally drawn and the two indictments against
brigham young were invalidated along with 128 others that were also pending thomas
G alexander federal authority versus polygamic theocracy james B mckean and
mormons
the cormons
Mormons 1870 1875 dialogue A journal ofmormon
of mormon thought i autumn 1966 87
89 93 orson F whitney history of utah 4 vols salt lake city george Q cannon
and sons 1893 2592 604 629 61 681 89
59
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axten march 11111875
axtefl
ladies of utah to his excellency S B axteu
1875 petition signed by
eliza R snow and 828 other women snow papers church archives
83 see arrington american moses 372 73
comans exponent 2 september 15.1873
84 eliza R snow address womans
151873 63
85 gates life in the lion house
86 president john taylor set apart eliza R snow as general president of the relief
1880 the jubilee year of the church s organization at that time
society on june 18
181880
latter day saint women apparently understood that the general president of the relief
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