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Hart: Bear Lake

bear lake

leaving sand and shell

bear lake lies in the sand
from the pumps to the wasatch wall
in its evening levels swell
black shadows of the land

ice is hiding the river
snow covers the sand
thick lipped winter bends
the willow wands till they totter

planting the upland fields
1I heard a far sound of flails
and the wind washed by in a wave
like the sway of swinging wheat

winter weakens to spring
the fog scatters out to the benches
unbending willow prongs

now the thin fringe of leaves
heavies to brooding
has darkened and heavied
wind from the mountains crowding

lean up from the snow by the fences

scatters the petals and seeds

the wind blows away the sound

water is gone from the marshes

of straining pumps at lifton

pumps in silence are lying
grain in the valley flourishes
all but the land will be dying

A fog follows the levee

along the drain canal

the lake is drawn from the valley

within me I1 hear them in vision
turning the lake into sand
mountains rise out of the water
bottom lands sag into swales
the bottomlands
sloughy
fro gweed
sloughs are festered with frogweed
in the mud lie leeches and shells
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