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three women in church

two teenage girls sit side by side
behind them an older woman
hands age spotted and wrinkled
slowly smoothes the long soft hair of one girl
long fingered slow caresses
the girl rests her head on her friends sweateredsweatered shoulder
the older woman strokes the finely intertwined hair
soon she has braided the strands of the girls hair
together
wrapped around and around in and out tightly fitted
all in the brightly lit hardwood peweddewed stone walled chapel

ken haubrock

this poem won first place in the BYU studies 1999999 poetry contest
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