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revelations in context
joseph smiths letter from liberty jail
march 201839

dean C jessee and john W welch

while joseph smith was incarcerated in liberty jail from december i
1838 to april 6 1839 he wrote or dictated eight surviving letters four
were addressed to emma his wife and all ofthemefthemofthem display the sterling char-
acter of the prophet joseph under trials of the most extreme conditions
imaginable his letter of march 202018391839 directed to the church of latter
day saints at quincy illinois and scattered abroad and to bishop partridge
in particular is one of the most revealing and most significant letters ever
written by a prophet of god in the dispensation of the fullness of times
embedded in this lengthy letter which was written in two parts on twenty
nine sheets of paper are the words now contained in sections 121 23 of the
doctrine and covenants reading the words of those revelations in their
original context certainly enhances and heightens the impressive spiritual
messages of those texts

dean jessee published this important document in the personal

writings ofjosephof joseph smith 1984
1 deseret book company and the joseph

fielding smith institute for latter day saint history have now combined
their energies to produce a revised and corrected edition of this volume
which will be off the press in the near future comments about the histor-
ical background of this letter can be found in that new volume

below is reproduced the entire text of this two part letter it has been
transcribed literally with spellings preserved as well as many other manu-
script features some of which are understandably rough given the cir-
cumstancescumstances under which this epistle was drafted the manuscript was
written by alexander mcrae and caleb baldwin who acted as scribes for
joseph smith in the typesetting below josephs handwritten corrections
appear in boldfacedbold faced type

the manuscript has been segregated into two type sizes the larger size
is used to typeset all oftheodtheof the portions ofthisorthisof this letter not found in the doctrine
and covenants the smaller size in block quotes displays the portions oftheodtheof the
letter now found in sections 121 23 this format readily reveals the sequen-
tial context in which the scriptural words originally appeared in the epistle

before and after the six blocks oftextoftestof text which were taken from this letter
to comprise the words of sections 121 23 are seven units of text that lead up
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126 BYU studies

to and away from the canonized passages in each case these seven units
add to our understandings of and sensitivities toward the meanings of the
scriptures as is highlighted in the new introductory analysis and additional
commentary that follows

unituniti 1

the first of these noncanonical units introduces the letter in a high
scriptural style which accentuates the contrast between sacred knowledge
virtue and fellowship on the one hand and horrendous evil suffering and
atrocity on the other hand phrases such as prisoner for the lord jesus
christs sake and nothing therefore can seperate us from the love ofgodofgod
position joseph in the apostolic tradition of paul who likewise suffered as

a prisoner for christ eph 31 philemphalem 11 and endured inseparable from
the love of god rom 835 39 joseph smiths tender love for his friends
and his magnanimous quest and request that knowledge and virtue be
multiplied upon the saints are astonishing when juxtaposed against the
jarring and shocking articulation of the wrongs he and the saints had
suffered after reading josephsjosepesjosepeh bill of particulars against his captors and
seeing his willingness to turn the demands of justiceofjustice over to god for divine
judgment readers should be doubly impressed by the statement true it
must needs bee that offences come but WO to them by whom they
come a scripture taken from words of christ in the new testament
matt 187 which leads directly into what is now the beginning of sec-

tion 121 0 god where art thou and where is the pavilion that coverethcoverettcovereth
thy hiding place the prophets plaintive plea does not come out of
nowhere it grows out of extraordinary faith hope and love as well as ex-

treme affliction and injustice the prophets soul rending petition then
provides the text for the first six verses of section 121

unit 2

between doctrine and covenants 1216 and 7 originally stood a

lengthy section that began by reflecting on the signs of the times and with
the gushing of emotion as the flood gates of the prisoners harts had
been hoisted as the efforts oftheodtheof the prophet and his companions had been
frustrated at every turn the promise of peace that eventually comes in

1217 my son peace be unto thy soul was not received without first
wading through unimaginable grief poured out through the torrent of
misfortune reported in this unit 2 although he knew that the time would
indeed come when god will have our oppressors in derision josephs
confidence was still tested in the extreme his lawyers were unfaithful
swayed by public opinion government officials were treacherous these

2
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revelations in contcontextt letterfromletterietter from liberty jail 127

men receive a scathing denunciation an escape attempt by the prisoners
had been frustrated and their pro se selfseif representation in court had
proven ineffectual nevertheless joseph was filled with a hope of better
things his mind turned towards home finding consolation particularly in
supporting words from friends his description of the power of a friendly
voice that dispels all grief with a vivacity of lightning is classic healed by
the loving voice of a friend enmity departed from the prophets soul his
heart became sufficiently contrite and only then could the voice of
inspiration steal along and whisper the reassuring peaceful text that
begins in doctrine and covenants 1217

unit 3

following doctrine and covenants 12125 originally stood a third unit
of text a lengthy section explaining first that god would have a tried
people and then giving counsel with respect to the management of
church affairs and properties this unit begins by somberly assuring the
saints that the trial of their faith would be equal to that of abraham
these abrahamic allusions are rich and powerful perhaps abrahams faith-
fulness in paying tithes and dividing his property generously with his
brother lot led the prophet to move from the sublime image of the sacri-
fice of isaac to a discussion of the management of the mundane affairs of
the household of god the great patriarch abraham could well serve as a
model for the saints as they sought a new location for settlement and as

they tried to conduct their necessary business in righteousness and humil-
ity in this segment of the letter the prophet joseph instructs the church
regarding conferences councils the avoidance of undue influence through
pride foul speachesspeechesspeaches flattery or any conduct that would diminish the
soul of man for a soul unto salvation must streachstraach as high as the utmost
heavens and search in to and contemplate the lowest considerations of the
darkest abyss before church meetings and conversations can be worthy of
those dignifide characters of the cald and chosen of god only upon
such conditions while bearing with those who feel themselves less worthy
serving all people both high and low rich and poor with honesty and
meekness can the body of the saints prepare the way for the blessing of
the lord ifyouisyouifyou do these things and exercise fervent prayer and faith the
prophet assured the saints then one can receive the beautiful promise that
is articulated beginning in doctrine and covenants 12126 god shall give
unto you knowledge by his holy spirit

unit 4

between doctrine and covenants 12132 and 33 is found a short unit
that tells the saints what holds them back from the marvelous blessings
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promised in the intervening scriptural text briefly mentioned are the
problems of ignorance superstition and bigotry like a mountain cloud-
burst however violently cleansing the valleys and hills the flood of refin-
ing trials will purify the body of the church to be again as clear as cristal
and as pure as snow following this vivid interlude the absence ofwhichofwhich a
textual critic could hardly have even suspected without the full original in
hand comes the familiar query how long can rolling waters remain
impure dacd&c 12133

unit5unitunita5

the next unit in the letter commences at the end ofwhatofwhat is now verse 33

and runs through the end ofpartoffartofpart one and on into part two oftheodtheof the letter itself
it first heaps imprecations upon the governor of missouri lilburn boggs
but then its message shifts quickly to deliver the prophet joseph smiths
powerful testimony of the truthfulness of mormonism he fervently attests
that it was by god s voice that we were called to a dispensation of his
gospel he testifies of the divine origin of the book of mormon he then
closes with intimate remembrances and soothing consolations ending the
first half of the letter as paul concluded his letters with personal words of
greeting and love punctuated with a block of signatures

the composition of unit 5 continued after the arrival of a letter from
bishop edward partridge never were words more gratefully received A pro-
spect of land in iowa seemed to be a whispering that the angels of heavenheavens

had sent forth greatly heartened that the murders at haun s mill and the
death of apostleofapostle david W patten would be vindicated and prove efficacious
the prophet gave practical instructions that general conferences oftheodtheofthe church
should be conducted with great care and propriety and that land deal-
ings must be carefully transacted especially to avoid all forms of self
aggrandizement worries especially that high mindedness might lead
those in power to neglect bearing the infermities of the weak led joseph
directly into the penetrating discussion that begins behold there are many
called but few are chosen and why are they not chosen dacd&c 12134

interestingly the original letter contains no break between what is now
the end of section 121 and the beginning of section 122 this contiguity
notably raises some interesting interpretive possibilities at the end of sec-
tion 121 several sublime promises are extended to those who properly
maintain influence and power by virtue ofcorrectofcorrect application of the priest-
hood principles thy confidence shall wax strong thy scepter an
unchanging scepter thy dominion shall be an everlasting dominion
it shall flow unto thee forever and ever dacd&c 12145 46 these blessings
appear to be extended to all who follow the counsel of the preceding verses
which clearly seem to set forth general principles that apply to all holders

4

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 39, Iss. 3 [2000], Art. 15

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol39/iss3/15



revelations in context letterfromletter promfromkrom liberty jail 129

of power without interruption the text of the letter then continues the
ends of the earth shall inquire after thy name speaking in terms that one
might think applied specifically to joseph smith especially when the
tribulations that are mentioned such as enemies tearing a six year old
child from the arms of his father dacd&c 1226 allude directly to the
suffering of joseph smith it appears that the intent of the text has shifted
to addressing joseph smith alone the climax of this passage know thou
my son that all these things shall give thee experience dacd&c 1227 would
however seem to have shifted back to a more general promise applicable to
all who endure suffering and are sustained in the atoning depths of the son
of man the continuity of these passages blending in and out of each
other raises the interesting possibility however that all of the second per-
son pronouns in this text thee thy thou might refer both to joseph smith
or bishop partridge as well as to all righteous saints

unit 6

the assurance that thy years shall not be numbered less dacd&c 1229
leads into unit 6 of the letter in which the prophet turns attention to the
gathering of the saints and the conferences soon to be convened knowing
that god will stand by his saints forever and ever reassures the prophet of his
continuing leadership shifting from the most penetrating concerns about
evil and suffering having just reached bottom and learned that all these
things shall give thee experience and shall be for thy good dacd&c 1227 the
prophet commences to give instructions concerning the business at hand
about cautiously avoiding the formation of large stock companies and not
using financial tools and institutions without taking the appropriate time
and having the necessary experience to prevent the reoccurrence ofproblems
such as the saints in kirtland had previously encountered

unit 7

this practical advice flows directly into what is now section 1231 17

instructing members of the church to gather affidavits concerning the
injuries they had suffered in missouri but that is not the end of the advice
the prophet gives to the saints at that time unit 7 then counsels the saints
to avoid entering into worldly arrangements that carry with them
covenants oaths and penalties enforced by secrecy prudent guidance is

given on how the saints should interact and deal with people of other
faiths our religeon is betweanbetween us and our god their religion is betweanbetween
them and their god nevertheless a tie exists between the saints and their
god that enables them to conduct themselves with grater liberality to
word all others than the others exercise toward one another this elevated

5
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counsel applies not only to relationships between individual members of
the church and others in society but also to the behavior of the latter day
saints with respect to governments here joseph smith strongly affirms his
support for the constitution of the united states as a glorious standard
that protects all individuals equally in their indefeasible rights to worship
god according to the dictates of their own conscience

the letter then ends with a strong proclamation to the world that
latter day saints will hold on untill death to seven truths this is the only
known document in which joseph smith bears his personal testimony of
these truths so directly reading these words gives listeners today a feeling
for the way it must have sounded when the prophet bore his own
testimony joseph testifies god is true the constitution of the united
states is true the bible is true the book of mormon is true the book
of covenants is true christ is true and the ministering of angels sent
from god is true indeed this testimony energizes all sections of this letter

early publication history

choice segments of this two part letter were included in the doctrine
and covenants for the first time in 1876 it remains unknown however
what criteria elder orson pratt and his brethren used to determine which

of these letters be included 3121123322 theportions were to thereby leading to can-
onization of those choice selections from among these many inspired and
inspiring words

these texts were first published during joseph smiths lifetime in
times and seasons in may and july of 1840 3 with some passages being
shortened and others reworded those changes spawned unwitting criti-
cism from the reorganized church of jesus christ of latter day saints in
1896 erroneously blaming the salt lake based church of changing the
words of the prophet after his death when a different version of these texts
was published in the millennial star in 1855 4 in response to this criticism
church historian franklin D richards correctly indicated that the chal-
lenged matter in the latter publication was drawn virtually unedited by
the deseret news in 18545 from the i84os1840s manuscript history of the
church which had quoted the original 1839 letter as written by joseph
smith 6 the full text oftheseof these letters has been published in the history ortheof the
church from 1905 to the present 7

the 1854 publication of these materials in the deseret news may have
contributed however in a small way to the final selection of segments that
were eventually included in the 1879 doctrine and covenants consistent
with the paragraphing first introduced by the 1854 publication all seven
sections of text included in doctrine and covenants 121 23 end where
paragraphs in the 1854 typesetting end and except for the doctrine and
covenants texts following units 2 and 3 all begin where paragraphs begin

6
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dean C jessee jesseedbyuedu is senior research fellow at the joseph fielding
smith institute for latter day saint history at brigham young university he earned
his BA in art and german at brigham young university in 1956 he received an MA
in mormon history from brigham young university in 1959

john W welch who can be reached by email through BYU studies
byu studiesbyuedu is the robert K thomas professor of law at the J reuben

clark law school at brigham young university he has been educated at brigham
young oxford and duke universities and is the editor ofbyustudiesof BYU studies to which posi-
tion he was appointed in december 1991

any deviations between this printing and the 20012001 edition of the personal writings of
joseph smith are inadvertantinadvertent

1 dean C jessee comp the personal writings oflosephof joseph smith salt lake city
deseret book 1984 388 407 for a discussion of the letters previous publications see
below

2 robert J woodford the historical development of the doctrine and covenants
phd dissertation brigham young university 1974197415671567

3 times and seasons i1 may 1840 99 104 july 1840 131 34 the second part of
the march 20 1839 letter was reprinted twice from this source in millennial star 1

december 18401931840 193igo 97 5 october 1844 69 72

4 millennial star 17 january 27 1855 52 56 february lo1010 1855 84 88 the
saintsheraldSaintsHerald43 june 31896 354 59 the herald contrasted the kind and christlike
spirit of the times and seasons version with the boasting railing spirit of the other
and noted that the times and seasons made no mention of a plurality of gods
whereas the version appearing in the millennial starreferredstar referred to the council oftheodtheof the eter-
nal god of all other gods the millennial star version is however much closer to the
original which contains the questioned phrase now found in dac 12132

5 deseret news weekly january 262618541854 i1 february 2218541854 i1 the deseret news
may have quoted the first part oftheodtheof the letter from the manuscript history oftheodtheof the church
book ciC i1 pages goo900 906gog but the second part oftheodtheof the letter was not copied into that part
of the history when it was compiled in 1845

6 deseret evening news june 271896 4 church historian franklin D richards
believed that the editorial changes to the original letter as it appeared in times and sea-
sons had been made honorably by editors ebenezerebene7ebenerer robinson and don carlos smith
with the full sanction of joseph smith he attributed the differences between the
original letter and the version published in the times and seasons to space constraints
in the newspaper and to the editors prudence in withholding potentially controver-
sial statements and teachings from the general public because ofprejudices

7 joseph smith jr history oftheodtheof the church offesusof lesusjesus christ oflatterof datterlatter day saints ed B H
roberts 2dad ed rev 7 vols salt lake city deseret book 1971 3288 305 elder
roberts utilized the millennial star version following both of its parts and its para-
graphing quite precisely although dropping the first signature block at the end of the
first part
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joseph smiths march 202018391839 letter

liberty jail clay county mo
march aoth 1839

unit 1 to the church of latterdaysatterdayLatterday saints at quincy illinois and scattered abroad
and to bishop partridge in particular your humble servant joseph smith jr
prisoner for the lord jesus christs sake and for the saints taken and held by
the power of mobocracy under the exterminating reign of his excelancyexcelancy the
governer lilburn W boggs in company with his fellow prisoners and
beloved brethren caleb baldwin lymon wight hyram smith and alexander
mcrae send unto you all greeting may the grace of god the father and of our
lord and savior jesus christ rest upon you all and abide with you for ever
may knoledgekroledgeknoledge be multiplied unto you by the meorcydeorcy of god and may faith
and virtue and knoledgeoledgekroledgekn and temperance and patipatienceonce and godliness and
brotherly kindness and charity be in you and abound that you may not be
baron in anything nor unfrutefull forasmuch as we know that the most of
you are well acquainted with the rongs and the high toned injustice and
cruelty that is practiced upon us whereas we have been taken prisoners
charged falslybalsly with evry kind of evil and thrown into prison inclosed with
strong walls surrounded with a strong guard who continually watch day and
knight as indefatigable as the devil is in tempting and laying snayersslayers for the
people of god therefore dearly and beloved brethren we are the more ready
and willing to lay elamclamelain claim to your fellowship and love for our curc p i
umstancesumstances are calculated to awaken our spirits to a sacred rememberancerememberance of
evry thing and we think that yours are also and that nothing therefore can
seperate us from the love of god and fellowship one with another and that
evry species of wickedness and cruelty practisedpracticed upon us will only tend to
bind our harts together and seal them together in love we have no need to say
to you that we are held in bonds without cause neither is it needfullneedfullyneed full that you
say unto us we are driven from our homes and smitten without cause we

mutually understand that if the inhabitance of the state of missouri had let
the saints alone and had been as desirable of peace as they ware there would
have been nothing but peace and quiatudequietudequiatude in this state unto this day we

should not have been in this hell surrounded with demondsdefonds if not those who
are damned they are those who shall be damned and where we are comcompetedpeled
to hear nothing but blasphemes oaths and witness a seen of blasphemy and
drunkenessdrunkennessdrunkeness and hypocracyhypocracy and debaucheriesdebau cheries of evry description and again
the cries of orphans and widdows would not have assendedassentedassended up to god the
blood ofinocentinocentof women and children yea and of men also would not have

cried to god against them it would not have stained the soyi of
missouri but oh the unrelenting hand the inhumanity and murderous

132 byustudies3qBYU studies 39 no 3 2000
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disposition of this people it shocks all nature it beggers and defies all discrip
tion it is a tail of p 2 wo a lamentable tail yea a sorrifullsorrifull tail too much to
tell too much for contemplation too much to think of for a moment to much
for human beings it cannot be found among the hethansrethans it cannot be found
among the nations where kings and tyrants are inthronedunthroned it cannot
be found among the savages oftheodtheof the wilderness yea and I1 think it cannot be
found among the wild and ferocious beasts oftheodtheof the forist that a man should
be mangled for sport women be delmedviolated robed of all that they have their
last morsel for subsistancesubsistencesubs istance and then be violated to gratify the hellheliheiihellishi sh desires
of the mob and finally left to perish with their helpless bofflofflof f spring clinging
around their necks but this is not all after a man is dead he must be dug up
from his grave and mangled to peaces for no other purpose than to gratify
their splean against the religeon of god they practise these things upon
the saints who have done them no rong who are inocent and virtuous who
loved the lord their god and were willing to forsaikforstik all things for his

christ sake these things are awfullawgull to relaitbelait but they are verily true it must
needs bee that offences come but WO to them by whom they come

0 god where art thou and where is the pavilion that coverethcoverettcovereth thy hiding place
how long shall thy hand be stayed and thine eye yea thy pure eye behold from
fgremfrom the etearnal heavens the rongs of thy people and of thy servants ap1pp 313
and thine ear be penetrated with their cryescflyescoyes yea 0 lord how long shall they
suffer these rongs and unlawfullunlawfijllunlawfullyunlawfullfuli oppressionsoppress ions before thine hart shall be soft-
ened towards them and thy bowels be moved with compassion to words
them 0 lord god almityalmiry maker of heaven earth and seas and of all things
that in them is and who controlethcontroleth and subjectethsubject eth the devil and the dark and
benighted dominion ofofshayoleshayoleofshashayole streachstraach forth thy hand let thine eye pierce
let thy pavilion be taken up let thy hiding place no longer be covered let thine
ear be inclined let thine hart be softened and thy bowels moved with com-
passion toward us let thine anger be kindled against our enemisenerniscnemis and in the
fury ofthineorthineof thine hart with thy sword avenge us of our rongs remember thy suffer-
ing saints oh our god and thy servants will rejoyce in thy name for ever
dacd&c 1211 6

unit 2 dearly and beloved brethren we see that peralasberalas times have come as was
testified of we may look then with most purfectperfect asshuranceshuranceas for the roling in
of all those things that have been written and with more confidence than ever
before lift up our eyes to the luminary of day and say in our harts soon thou
wilt vail thy blushing face he that said let there be light and there was light
hath spoken this word and again thou moon thou dimmer light thou lumi-
nary of night shall trtaurutrurutafttttftt turn to blood we see that evry thing is fulfilling
and the time shall soon come when the son of man shall p 4 desenddefend in the
clouds of heaven our harts do not shrink neither are our spirits altogether
broken at the grievious yoak which is put upon us we know that god will

have our oppressors in derision that he laf will laugh at their calamity and
mock when their fear comithcamith oh that we could be with you brethren and
unbosomeunbowsome our feeling to you we would tell you that we should have been at

9
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liberated the time elder rigdon was on the writ of habeas corpus had not
our own lawyers interpreted the law contrary to what it reads against us
which prevented us from introducing our evidence before the mock court 1

they have done us much harm from the beginingbeginningbegining they have of late
acknoledgedacknowledged that the law was misconstrewed and tantalisedtantalized our feelings
with it and have intirallyinterally forsaken us and have forfeited their oaths and their
bonds and we have a come back on them for they are workerscoworkersco with the
mob As nigh as we can learn the publick mind has been for a long time turn-
ing in our favor and the majority is now friendly and the lawyers can no
longer browbeat us by saying that this or that is a matter of publick oppinionpinionop
for publick oppinion is not willing to brook it for it is beginingbeginningbegining to look with
feelings of indignation against our oppresorsoppressorsoppresors and to say that the mormonscormons
were not in the fault in the least we think that truth honor and virtue and
inocence will eventually come out tryumphanttryumphtriumphantant we should have taken a habeas
corpus before the high judge and escaped p 515 the mob in a summary way
but unfortunatelyunfortunatly for us the timber of the wall being verry hard our auger
handles gave out and hindered us longer than we expected we applied to a
friend and a verry slight uncautious act gave rise to some suspitionsuspicion and
before we could fully succeed our plan was discovered we had evry thing in
readiness but the last stone and we could have made our escape in one
minute and should have succeeded admirably had it not been for a little
imprudanceprudanceimprudenceim or over anxiety on the part of our friend the sheriff and jailor
did not blame us for our attempt it was a fine breach and cost the county a

round sum2suma but publick oppinion says that we ought to have been permitted
to have made our escape that then the disgrace would have been on us but
now it must come on the state that there cannot be any charge sustained
against us and that the conduct of the mob the murders committed at hawnscawns

mill 3 and the exterminating order of the governer and the one sided rascally
proceedings of the legislature has damned the state of missouri to all eternity
I1 would just name also that geni atchison has proved himself to be as con
temtibletemtible as any of them we have tryedaryed for a long time to get our lawyers to

1 reference is made to the january hearing at liberty in which sidney rigdon
obtained his freedom

2 joseph refers to their second unsuccessful jailbreakjailbreak attempt of march 4
3 haun s mill a tiny latter day saint community on shoal Ccreekckk in caldwell

county was attacked on october 303018381838 by a large number of missouri state militia
under the command of colonel thomas jennings the attack which left seventeen
embersmembers oftheodtheof the community dead was marked by acts of viciousofviciousofficious cruelty B H roberts
A comprehensive history ortheof the church ofjesusof lesusjesus christ oflatterof latterlasteriatter day saints century one
6 vols provo utah corporation of the president the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints 1965 1480 83

10

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 39, Iss. 3 [2000], Art. 15

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol39/iss3/15



joseph smiths march 20 1839 letter 135

draw us some petitions to the supreamsuprean judges of this state but they uterlybuterly

refused we have examined the law and drawn the petitions ourselvsourselves and have
obtained abundance ofprooftoof proof to counter act all the testimony p 6 that was

against us so that if the supreamsuprean judge dose not grant us our liberty he
has got to act without cause contrary to honor evidence law or justice shearly
to please the devil but we hope better things and trust that before many days
god will so order our case that we shall be set at liberty and take up our habi-
tation with the saints we received some letters last evening one from emma
one from don C smith and one from bishop partridge all breathing a kind
and consoling spirit we were much gratified with there contenceconstencecontence we had been
a long time without information and when we read those letters they were
to our souls belossoloseekbeless as the gentle air is refreshing but our joy was
mingled with greaf because of the suffering of the poor and much injured
saints and we need not say to you that the flood gates of our harts were
hoisted and our eyes were a fountain of tears but those who have not been
inclosed in the walls of a prison without cause or provicationprovocationprovication can have but a
little ideahideal how sweat sweet the voice of a friend is one token of friendship
from any sorce whatever a wakens and calles into action evry simpathetick
feeling it brings up in an instant evry thing that is pasedbased it sessesbesses giezessiezessiezes the
presant with a vivacity of lightning it grasps after the future with the

fearsnessfearsness of a tiger it rhetrogrades from one thing to an other untill finally
all enmity malice and hatred and past diferances misunderstandings and
mis p 717 managements be slain victomsvictors at the feet ofhopeof hope and when the
hart is sufficiently contrite ed then the voice of inspiration steals along
and whispers

my son peace be unto thy soal thine advirsityadversity and thy afflictions shall be but
a small moment and then ifthouifthou indureendure it well god shall exalt thetheee on high
thou shalt tryumph over all thy foes thy friends do stand by thee and they
shall hail thee again with warm harts and friendly hands thou art not
yet as job thy friends do not contend against thee neither charge thee
with transgretion as they did job and they who do thewthowhe charge the eel with
transgretion there hope shall be blasted and there prospects shall melt away
as the hory frost meltethmelmeth before the burning rays of the rising sun and also
that god hath set to his hand and seal to change the times and seasons and
to blind their minds that they may not understand his marvilosgarvilosmarvilos workings that
he may prove them also and take them in there own craftiness also because
their harts are corrupt and the thing which they are willing to bring upon
others and love to have others suffer may come upon them selvsdelvs to the
verry utmost that they may be disappointed also and their hopes may be cut
offardoffandoff and not many years hence that they and their pasterityposteritypasterity shall be swept from
under heaven saith god that not one ofthemefthemof them p 8 is left to stand by the wall
cursed are all those that shall lift up the heal against mine anointed saith the
lord and cry they have sineddined when they have not sineddined before me saith the lord
but have done that which was meat in mine eyes and which I1 commanded
them but those who cry transgresiontransgression do it becausbecaas they are the servants of sin
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and are the children of disobediancedisobediencedisobediance themselvsthemselthemselvesvs and those who swear false
against my servants that they might bring them unto bondage and death wo
unto them because they have offended my little ones they shall be severed
from the ordinances of mine house their basket shall not be full their houses
and their barnes shall famish and they themselvsthemselthemselvesvs shall be dispiseddisposeddispised by those
that flattered them they shall not have right to the priesthood nor their pos-
terity after them from generation to generation it had been better for them
that a millstone had been hanged about their necks and they drowndbrownd in the
depth of the see wo unto all those that discomfort my people and drive and
murder and testify against them saith the lord of hosts a generation of
vipers shall not escape the damnation of hell behold mine eye seeth and
knoweth all their works and I1 have in reserve a swift judgementJudgement in the season
thereoffthereoff for them all for there is a time appointed fefw to evry man p 9
according 994their4 as his work shall be dacd&c 1217 25125

unit 3 and now beloved brethren we say unto you that in asmuchasmuth as goedgood god
hath said that he would have a tried people that he would purge them as gold
now we think that this time he has chosen his own crusiblecruciblecrusible wherein we have
been tryedaryed and we think if we get through with any degree ofofsaftysaffysafty and shall
have keeptkeepe the faith that it will be a sign to this generation alltogethertogetherall suffi-

cient to leave them without excuse and we think also that it will be a tryal of
our faith equal to that of ofabraharnabraham and that the ansionts ancients will not
have were off whereof to bost over us in the day ofofjudgmentjudgment as being called
to pass through heavier afflictions that we may hold an even waight in the
balances with them but now after having suffered so grate a sacrifissacri fis and hav-
ing pasedbased through so grate a seane of sorrow we trust that a ram may be
caught in the thicket speedily to releavebeleave the sons and daughters of abraham
from their geegfaeeegrafegrate great anxiety and to light up the lamp of salvation upon
their countinancescountinances that they may hold ap on now after having gone so far

unto everlasting life now brethren conserningconservingconserning the places for the location of
the saints we cannot counsylcounsil you as we could if we were presant with you and

as to the ehithiphefheehl things that ware writenbriten heartofore we did not concidercoinciderconcider them
any thing verry binding therforetheoforether fore we now say once for all that we think it most
proper that the general affairs oftheodtheof the church which are nessisarynessisary p 1010 to be
concideredconsideredconcidered while your humble servant remains in bondage should be trans-
acted by a general conferanceconferenceconferance of the most faithfull and the most respectiblerespectablerespectible of
the authorities of the church and a minute of those transactions maymaybebe kept
and forwarded from time to time to your humble servant and if iftherethere
should be any corrections by the word ofef the herdwerdword of the lord they shall be
ffreelyr eely transmitted and your humble servant will approve all 4atfeaaa things what
soever is acceptable unto god if any thing should have been sejustedsej usted sug-
gested by us or any names mentioned exptexit by commandment or thus saith
the lord we do not concidercoinciderconcider it binding therefore our harts shall not be
greaved ififdiferantdiferant arraingments should be entered into nevertheless we
would sejsejestmejestest the propriety of being awaraawar of an aspiring spirit which spirit has

12

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 39, Iss. 3 [2000], Art. 15

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol39/iss3/15



joseph smiths march 20 1839 letter 137

oftentimes urged men forwards to make foul speachesspeechesspeaches and influaance
the church eftdftftdefad to reject milder councils and has eventually been beyfey the
means of bringing much death and sorrow upon the church we would say be
awaraawar ofprideof pride also for well and truly hath the wise man said that pride goeth
before distructiondistractiondistruction and a haughty spirit before a fall4falla and again outward
appearance is not always a critereanCriterean for us to judge our fellow man but the
lips betray the haughty and over baring immamimaginationsginationsginations oftheodtheof the heart by his
words byfeybey and his deeds let him be scanedscanscaleded p ii11 flatertyflaterlyflaterly flattery also is

a deadly poison a frank anandd open rebuke provokethprovoketh a good man to emula-
tion and in the hour of trouble he will be your best friend but on the other
hand it will draw out all the corruption of a corrupt heart and lying and the
poison of aspsalps shall be under their tongues and they do cause the pure in
heart to be cast in to prison because they want them out ofoftharethare way A fan-
ciful and floweryflowely flowery and heated immagination be aware ofbeoabeof be cause the
things of god are of deep import and time and expeariance and carfulearful and
pondurousponderouspondurous and solom though ts can only find them out thy mind 0 man
if thou wilt lead a soul unto salvation must streachstraach as high as the utmost
heavens and searsearchc h in to and contemplate the leespeesleeb lowest
considerations of the darkest abyss and expand upon the broad considera-
tions ofeternal expanceextanceExpance he must commune with god how much more
dignifide and noble are the thoughts of god than the vain immaginations of
the human heart none but fools will trifulgriful with the souls of men how vane
and trifling have been our spirits our conferencsconferences our councilscounclils our prprivateiiffte
meetings our priprivatev ate as well as public conversations to low to mean to vul-
gar p 12 to condecendingcondescending for the dignifide characters of the cald and
chosen of god according to the purposes of his werdwordwafdwaedweed will from befobafobemorebeforere the
foundation of the world to hold the keys of the mistresmastres mysteries of those
things that have been kept hid from the foundation untill now felebfeemebe of
which somsorn have tasted a little and which many of them are to be pored down
from heaven upon the heads ofbabesof babes yea the weak obscure and dispizabledispizable
ones of this earth therefore we beseathbereath ofyouof you bretheren that you bear
berefedewedebere with those wwhoho do not feel themselves more worthey than yourselves
while we exortefort one another to a reffermationreffermation with one anandd all both old
and young teachers and taught both high and low rich and poor bond and
free male and female let honesty and sobriety and cander and solemnity
and virtue and pureness and meekness and simplisitysimplicitysimplisity crown our heads in
every place and in fine becumbecurnbechum as little children without mallice guile or highhigh

4 excerpt for this segment of the manuscript to the end of page 133 written by
caleb baldwin the entire march 20 letter with its continuation is in the handwriting
ofalexander mcrae
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pecpocpeepeelffiekpockrichykrichy hypokrisyhypocrisy and now bretheren after your tribulations if you do
these things and exercise fervent prayer and faith in the sight of god

always he shall give unto you knowledge p 131iollol13 by his holy spirit yea by the
unspeakable gift of the holy ghost that has not been revealed since the world
was untill now which our fathers have watedbated with anxious expectation to be
revealed in the last times which their minds were pointed to by the angels as
held in reserve for the fullness of their glory a time to come in the which
nothing shall be with held whither there be one god or many gods they shall
be manifest all thrones and dominions principalities and powers shall be
revealed and set forth upon all who have induredendured valientlyvaliantlyvaliently for the gospel of
jesus christ and also if there be bounds set to the heavens or to the seas or to
the dry land or to the sun moon or starrs all the times of their revolutions all
their appointed days monthmonths s and years and all the days of their days
months and years and all their glories laws and set times shall be revealdreveals in
the days of the dispensation of the fullness of times according to that which
was ordained in the midst of the councylcouncil of the eternal god of all other gods
before this world was that should be reserved unto the finishing and the end
thereoffwhonthereoffwhe when evry man shall enter into his eternal presantspresentspresants and into
his imortalimmortal rest dacd&c 12612126 32

unit 4 but I1 beg leave to say unto you brethren that ignorance supesuperstitionr stitionstation and
bigotry placing itself where it ought not is often times in the way of the pros-
perity of this church p 14114 like the torantborant of rain from the mountains that
floods the most pure and christle stream with mire and dirt and filthyness
and obscures evry thing that was clear before and all hurls along in one gen-
eral deluge but time tethers wethers tide and notwithstanding we are
roledboled in for the time being by the mire of the flood the next surge peradven-
ture as time roles on may bring us to the fountain as clear as cristal and as

pure as snow while all the filthiness flood wood and rubbish is left is left and
purged out by the way

how long can rowling watters remain impure what power shall stay the heav-
ens as well might man streachstraach forth his puny arm to stop the missouri river
in its dicread cours or to turne it up stream as to hinder the almighty from
pooringkooring down kn oledge from heaven upon the heads of the latter day
saints dacd&c 12133m331

unit 5 what is boggs or his murderous party but wimblingwimplingwimbling willows upon the shore
to catch the flood wood as well might we argue that watter is not watter
because the the mountain torantslorants send down mire and riles the cristle stream
altho afterwardsafterwordsafterwords renders it more pure than before or that fire is not fire
because it is of a quenchable nature by pooringkooring on the flood as to say that
our cause is down because runegadoes lyersayers preastsbreasts theavstheams and murderers
who are all alike tenatioustenacious of their crafts and creeds have poordboord p 15 down
from their spiritual wickedneswickednesswickednes in high places and from their strong holds of
the dividivinene a flud of dirt and mire and filthiness and vomit upon our heads
no god forbid hell may poor forth its rage like the burning lavy of mount
vesuviasvesuvius or of etna or of the most teribietenible of the burning mountains and yet
shall mormonism stand watter fire truth and god are all the same truth is
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as mormonism god is the author of it he is our shield it is by him we
received our birth it was by his voice that we were called to a dispensation of
his gospel in the beginingbeginningbegining of the fullness of times it was by him we received
the book of mormon and it was by him that we remain unto this day and by
him we shall remain if it shall be for our glory and in his almighty name we
are determined to indureendure tribulation as good soldiers unto the end but
brethren we shall continue to offer further reflections in our next epistle you
will learn by the time you have read this and ifyouisyouifyou do not learn it you may
learn it that walls and iron doors and screaking hinges is enlyonlyanlyehlyeely calcacalcuealeuealek and
halfhalfscardscard to death guards and jailorsjailers griningbrining like some damned spirit lest an
inocent man should make his escape to bring to light the damnibledannibledamnible deeds of a

murderous mob is calcaicalculatedcl ulatedalated in its verry nature to make the sole of an hon-
est man feel stronger than the powers of hell but we must bring our epistle
to a close p 16 we send our respects to fathers mothers wives and chil-
dren brothers and sisters we hold them in the most sacred rememberanceremember ance
1I send this epistle to emmiEffiemmaygeieeyeh ibahthat she may hamehavebamehape the first pefoseelpcruoal of it we feel to
inquire after elder rigdon if he has not forgotten us it has not been signified
to us by his deftpeftpe scrawl brother george W robinson also and elder cahoon
we remember him but would like to jog his memory a little on the fable of
the bear and the two friends who mutually agreed to stand by each other
and prehaps it would not be amis to mention unkle john5johna and various
others a word of consolation and a blessing would not come amiss from any
body while we are being so closlyclisly whispered by the bair but we feel to excuse
evry body and evry thing yea the more readily when we contemplate that we
are in the hands ofofaworseofaa worsworsee than a bair for the bair would not pray upon a
dead carcus our respects and love and fellowship to all the virtiousvertiousvirtious saints we
are your brethren and fellow sufferers and prisoners of jesus christ for the
gospels sake and for the hope of glory which is in us amen

joseph smith jr
hyrum smith
lyman wight
caleb baldwin
alexander mcrae p 17117

continued to the church of latteriatter day saints
we continue to offer further reflections to bishop partridge and to the

church of jesus christ of latter day saints whom we love with ferveantserveant love

and do allwaysalaways bear them in mind in all our prayers to the throne of god it

5 in june 1838 reynolds cahoon was named first counselor and john smith pres-
ident of a stake organized at adam ondiondl ahman missouri joseph smith jr history of
the church oflesusof jesus christ oflatterof datterlatter day saints ed B H roberts 2dad ed rev 7 vols salt
lake city deseret book 1971 338

15

Jessee and Welch: Revelations in Context: Joseph Smith's Letter from Liberty Jail,

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000



140 byustudiesBYU studies

still seamsscams to bear heavily in our minds that the church would do well to
secure to themslvesthemselves the contract of the land which is proposed to them by
mr isaac galland and to cultivate the friendly feelings of that gentleman
in as much as heefhekefee he shall proovegroove himself to be a man of honor and a friend
to humanity we really think that his letter breaths that kind of spirit ifwe
can judge correctly and isaac van alienallenailen esqresar the attorney general of iowa
territory that peradventure such men may be wraught upon by the provi-
dence of god to do good unto his people governer lucas also we sejustsejuit
suggest the ideahideal of praying fervently for all men who manifest any degree

ofsympothysympothysympathyof for the suffering children of god we we think that peradven-
ture the united states survayersurveyersurvayer ofoftheodthethe iowa territory maybe of grate
benefeitbenedeitbene feit to the church if it be the will of god to this end ififritiousnessritiousness
should be manifested as the girdle of our loins it seems to be deeply im
presed upon our minds that the saints ought to lay hold of evry door that
shall seem to be opened for thethofhe saitissaints unto them to obtain foot heelfeel hold
on the earth and be a making all the preperationspreparations that is within the power of
posiblespossiblesposibles for the teribie storms that are now gethering in the heavens with
darkness and gloominess and thick darkness as spoken ofbyobbyofby the prophets
who p i cannot be now of a long time lingering for there seems to be a
whispering that the angels ofheaven who have been intrusted with the
council of these matters for the last days have taken council together and
among the rest of the general affairs that have to be trasnsacted in there
honohonorabler ableabie council they have taken cognisance of the testimony of those
who were murdered at hawnscawns mills and also those who were marteredbarteredmartered wiwt
with D W patten and else where and have pasedbased some desisionsdevisionsdesisions perad-
venture in favor of the saints andxhoseand those who were called to suffer without
cause these desisionsdevisionsdesisions will be made known in there time and theytheywillwill
scealsfeal&he4 take into conciderationconsideration all those things that offend we have a fervant
desire that in your general conferancesconferencesconferances that evry thing should be discuseddiscusseddiscused
with a grate deal of care and propriety lest you grieve the holy spirit which
shall be poured out at all times upon your heads when you are exercised with
those principals ofritiousnessofritiousness that are agreeable to the mind of god and are
properly affected one toward another and are carecaremllcarefullcarefullyfhilfull by all means to remem-
ber those who are in bondage and in heaviness and in deep aflectionaffection for your
sakes and if there are any among you who aspire after their own aggrandiseaggrandize
ment and seek their own oppulance while their brethren are groning in
poverty and are under sore trials and temptations they cannot be benefeited
by the intersesionsintersesions of the holy spirit which makethmabeth intersesionintersessionintersesion for us day and
knight with groningsgroeningsgron ings that cannot be uttered we ought at all times to be
verry carecaremllcarefullcarefullyfullfuli that such highmindednesshighmindedness never have place in our harts but
condesendcondescendcondesend to men of low estate p 212 and with all long suffering bare the
infermities of the weak
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behold there are many called but few are chosen and why are they not cho-
sen because their hearts are set so much upon the things of this world and
aspire to the honors of men that they do not learn this one lesson that the
rights of priesthoodofpriesthood are inseperablyinseparably connected with the powers of ofheavenheaven and
that the powers of heaven cannot be controledcontrolledcontr oled nor handled only upon the
principals ofofrightiousnessrightiousnessrighteousnessrightious ness that they may be confcenteredbredered upon us it is true but
when we undertake to cover our sins te& or to gratify our pride or vaine ambi-
tion or to exercise controlecontronecontrole or dominion or compulsion upon the souls of the
children of men in any degree ofofunritiousnessunritiousness behold the heavens with draw
themselves the spirit of the lord is grieved and when it has withdrawn amen
to the priesthood or the authority ofthatof that man behold ere he is aware heisheiabepsbekshe isia
aware he is left unto himself to kick against the pricks to persecute the saints
and to fight against god we have learned by sad experianceexperience that it is the
nature and disposition of almost all men as soon as they get a little author-
ity as they suppose they will imediatly begin to exercise unritious dominion
hence many are called but few are chosen no power or influenceinfluance can or
ought to be maintained by virtue of the priesthood only by persuasion by
long suffering by gentleness and meekness and by love unfaignedunfeigned by kind-
ness p 3 by pure knowledge which shall geratlygergerstlyatly enlarge the soul with-
out highpocracy and without guile reproving by betimes with Aawadhaawe sharpness
when moved upon by the holy ghost and then showing forth afterwordsafterwardsafterwords
an increasincrease ofloveogloveof loveiove to ward him whom thou hast reproved lest he esteem thetheee
to be his enemy that he may know that thy faithfulness is stronger than the
cords of death thy bowellsbowbells also being full of charity to ward all men and to
the household of faith and virtue garnish thy thoughts unseasinglyunceasingly then shall
thy confidence wax strong in the presantspresentspresants of god and the doctrines of the
priesthood destell upon thy soul as the dews from heaven the holy ghost
shall be thy constant companion and thy septer an unchanging septer of
ritiousness and truth and thy dominion shall be an everlasting dominion
and without compulsory means it shall flow unto thee for eveeverr and ever the
ends of the earth shall inquire after thy name and fools shall have thee in
derision and hell shall rage against thee while the pure in heart and the wise
and the noble and the virtuous shall seak council and authority and blesingsblemingsblesings
constantly from under thy hand and thy people shall never be turned against

thee by the testimony ofoftratersoftraters and although their influenceinfluance shall cast
thee into trouble and into barrs and walls thou shalt be had in honor and
but for a small moment and thy voice shall be more teribie in the midst of
thine enemies than the fiercerfierce6 lion because of thy ritiousness and thy god
shall stand by thee for ever p 4 and ever ifthouif thou art called to pass through
tribulation if thou art in perel among false brethren if thou art in perel
amongst robbers ifthouif thou art in peral by land or by sea if thouifthou art accused with
all maner of false accusations if thine enemies fall upon thee if they tear
thee from the society ofthyoathyof thy father and mother and brethren and sisters and
if with a drawn sword thine enemies tear thetheee from the bosom of thy wife
and of thine offsprings and thine elder eeeibe son although but six years

6 fierce written over fearce
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of age shall cling to thy garmontgarment and shall say my father 007 my father why
cant you stay with us 0 my father what are the men agoing to do with you and
if then he shall be thrust from thee by the sword and thou be drageddragee to
prison and thine enemies prowl around thetheee like wolves for blood of the
lamb and if thou shouldest be cast into the pit and or into the hand ofofmurmur
derederderersdarersersr s and the sentance of death pasedbased upon thee if thou be cast into the
deep if the bilowing surge conspire against thee if the fearse wind become
thine enemy if the heavens gether blackness and all the elements combine to
hedge up thy way and above all if the verry jaws of hell shall gap open her
mouth wide after thee know thou my son that all these things shall give thee
experianceexperience and shall be for thy good the son of man hath desendeddefendeddesended
below them all art thou greater than he therefore hold on thy way and
the priesthood shall remain with thee for their bounds are set they cannot
pass thy days p 515 are known and thy years shall not be numbered less there-
fore fear not what man can do for god shall be with you for ever and ever

dacd&c 1213422912134 1229229
unit 6 now brotheren I1 would sejestmejest for the conciderationconsideration of the conferanceconferencecon ferance

of its being carefully and wisely understood by the council or conference that
our brethren scattered abroad phetthatgiaphepgiwhadhaa who understand the spirit oftheodtheof the geth
ering that they fall into the places of refuge and safty that god shall open
unto them betweanbetween kirtland and farpar west those from the east and from the
west and from far countries let them fall in some where betweanbetween those

two bounderiesboundariesbounderies in the most safe and quiet places they can find and let this
be the presant understanding untill god shall open a more effectual door for
us for further conciderationsconsiderations and again we furthermrther sejestmejest for the
conciderationconsideration of the council that there be no organizations of large bodies
upon common ste stock principalsprincepalsprince pals in property or of large companies of
firms afiffifgeehrafiffi untill the lord shall signify it in a proper maner as it opens such a

dredfulldredfull field for the avericiousavariciousavericious and the indolent and corrupt hearted to pray
upon the inocent and virtiousvertiousvirt ious and honest we have reason to believe that
many things were introduced among the saints before god had signified the
times and not withstanding the principles and plans may have been good
inhoieneinnocentinnocontiiiiieeeiitinno beetcont and mirvirtvirvirwvintvirtitoustiteiitoustiteus yet aspiring men or in other words men who had
not the substance of godliness about them perhaps undertook to handle edge

tools children you know are fond of tools while they are not yet able to use
them time and experianceexperience however is the only safe remidyremedy against such
people evils there are many teachers but perhaps not many fathers there are
times coming when god will signify many things which are expedeantexpedeant p 6

for the well being of the saints but the times have not yet come but willwin come
as fast as there can be found place and reception for them

7 capital 0 written over small 0 o
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and again we would bejessojcst&ejes sugjestsuggestsugjest for your conciderationconsideration the propriety of
all the saints gethering up a knoledge of all the facts and sufferings and abuses
put upon them by the people of this state and also of all the property and
amount of damages which they have sustained both of character & per-
sonal injuries as well as real property and also the names of all persons that
have had a hand in their oppressionsoppress ions as far as they can get hold of them and
find them out and perhaps a corncoincommittemitte can be appointed to find out these
things and to take statements and affidafeits and also to gether up the libilous
publications that are a float and all that are in the magazines and in the insi
clopediasclop edias and all the libillious histories that are published and that are writ-
ing and by whom and present the whole concatinationconcatenation of diabolicaldiabolicdiabolicalilyalililyllyliy
rascality and nefarious and murderous impositions that have been practiced
upon this people that we may not only publish to all the world but present
them to the heads of the government in all there dark and hemfheffhemmhellishish hugh as
the last effort which is injoined on us by our heavenly father before we can
fully and completely claim that promise which 4bhesha shall call him forth from
his hiding place and also that the whole nation may be left without excuse
before he can let ffalkfallgall that which the send forth the power of his mighty arme
it is an imperiosimperioseimpe rios duty that p 717 we owe to god to angels with whom we shall
be braught to stand and also to ourselves to our wives and our children who
have been made to bow down with greaf sorrow and care under the most
damning hand of murder tyronnygyronny and appression supported and urged on
and upheld by the influenceinfluance of that spirit which hath so strongly rivitedriveted the
creeds of the fathers who have inheretedinheritedinhereted lies upon theirhi the harts of the
children and filled the world with confusion and has been growing stronger
and stronger and is now the verry main spring ofall corruption fheibeke eerearborrupcorrupftqq
tiesi in the world and the whole earth grones under the wait of its iniq-
uity it is an iron yok it is a strong band they are the verry hand cubscufs and
chains and shackles and fetters of hell therefore it is an imperious duty
that we owe not only to our own wives and children but to the widdowbiddow and
fatherless whose husbands and fathers have been murdered under its iron
hand which dark and blackningblackeningblackning deeds are enough to make hell itseifshuditself shud-
der and to stand aghastaghast and pail and the hands of the verry devilecevile palsy

tremble and palsy and also it is an imperious duty that we owe to all the ris-
ing generation and to all the pure in heart which there are many yet on the
earth among all sects parties and denominations who are blinded by the suttle
craftiness of men where by they ly in wait to decleve and only kept from the
truth because they know not where to find it therefore that we should waist
and ware out our lives in bringing to light all the hidden things of darkness
where in we know them and they are truly manifest from heaven these
should then be p 818 attended to with greate earnestness let no man count
them as small things for there is much which lieth in futurity petainingdetainingpetaining to the
saints which depends upon oese things you know brethren that a verry large
ship is benefeited verry much by a verry small helm in the time ofa storme by
being kept work ways with the wind and the waves therefore dearly beloved
brethren let us chearfullycheerfullychearfully do all things that layethlabeth in our power and then may
we stand still with the utmost asurance to see the salvation of god and for his
arm to be revealed dacd&c 1231 17117

unit7unitaunit 7 and again I1 would further sejestmejest the impropriety of the organization of bands
or companies by covenant or oaths by penalties or secreciessecrecies but let the time
past of our experianceexperience and suferingssufferingssuferin gs by the wickedness of doctor avard
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sufficesuffise and let our covenant be that of the everlasting covenant as is contained
in the holy writ and the things that god hath revealed unto us pure friend-
ship always becomes weakened the verry moment you undertake to make it
stronger by penal oaths and secrecy your humble servant or servants intend
from hence forth to disapprobateapprobatedis every thing that is not in accordance
with the fullness of the gospel of jesus christ and is not of a bold and frank
and an upright nature they will not hold their peace as in times past when
they see iniquity beginingbeginningbegining to rear its head for fear of traitors or the conce
quinces that shall flow by reproving those who creapcheap in unawairs that they
may get something to destroy the flock we believe that the experience of the
saints in times past has been sufficient that they will from henceforth be
always ready to obey the truth without having mens persons in admi p 9

ration because of advantage it is expediantexpedient that we should be awairabair of such
things and we ought always to be awairabair of those prejudices which sometimes
so strongly presented themselves and are so congenial to human nature
against our neighbors friends and bretheren of the world who choose to
differ with us in opinion and in matters of faith our religeon is betweanbetween us
and our god their religeon is betweanbetween them and their god there is a tie which
bbelongs from god that should be exercised to wards those of our faith who
walk uprightly which is peculiar to itself but it is without prejudice but gives

scope to the mind which inablesenables us to conduct ourselves with grater liberality
to word all others that are not of our faith than what they exercise to
wards one another these principals approximate nearer to the mind ofgodof god
because it is like god or god like there is a principal also which we are
bound to be exercised with that is in common with all men such as govern-
ments and laws and regulations in the civil consernsconcernsconserns of life this principal gar
enteesenteen to all parties sects and demominationsdenominations and clasesalases of religeon equal ftftdFA

H coherent and indefeasible rights they are things that pertain to this life

therefore all are alike interested they make our responcibilitiesresponsibilities thingsthing3 one
toward another in matters of corruptablecorruptiblecorruptable things while the former princi
pals do not distroydestroy the latter but bind us stronger and make our responcibili
ties not only one to another but unto god also hence we say that the
constitution oftheodtheof the united states is a glorious standard it is founded in
the wisdom of god it is a heavenly banner it is to all those who are privilagedprivileged
with the sweats of its liberty like the cooling shades and refresh p 1010 ing
watters of a greate rock in a thirsty and a weary land it is like a greate tree
under whose branches men from evry clime can be shielded from the burn-
ing raiesratesrales of an inclemantclemantinclementin sun we bretheren are deprived of the protection of
this glorious principal by the cruelty of the cruelecreele by those who only look for
the time being for pasteragepasturagepasterage like the beasts ofoftheodthethe field only to fill

themselves and forget that the mormonscormons as well as the presbitareans
and those of evry other class and discription have equal rights to paekpluckp6ek
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partake of the fruit of the great tree of our national liberty but notwith-
standing we see what we see and we feel what we feel and know what we
know yet that fruit is no les presiouspreciouspresious and delisiousdeliriousdelisious to our taistbaist we cannot be
weaned from the milk nether can we be drawn from the breast neither will we
deny our relegeonrelegeon because of the hand ofofoppresionoppresionoppressionoppresionslon but we will hold on
untill death we say that god is true that the constitution of the united states
is true that the bible is true that the book of mormmormonon is true that the
book ofcovenantsof covenants is true that christ is true that the ministering angels

entsent forth from god are true and that we know that we have an house not
made with hands eternal in the heavens whose builder and mmakeraker is god
a consolation which our oppresersoppiresersoppre sers cannot feel when for tune or fate shshallshalishailallailali

lay its iron hand on them as it has on us now we ask what is man remem-
ber brethbrethrenren that time and chance haphapehapenethhavenethnetheneth to all men we shall continue
our reflections in our next we subscribe ourselves your sincere friends
and etherinbretherinbretheronbr in the bonds oftheodtheof the ever p ii lasting gospel prisoners of
jesus christ for the sake of the gospel and the saints we pronounce the
blesing ofofheavenheaven upon the heads oftheodtheof the H the saints who seek to serve god
with an undevidedundecided heart in the name of
jesus christ amen

joseph smith jr
hyrum smith
lyman wight
caleb baldwin
alexander mcrae
mrs emma smith
quincy III111111iliill

8 A portion ofpageof page 111 has disintegrated the restoration oftheodtheof the missing text comes
from an extant copy of the second part continuation of the letter the copy was writ-
ten by alexander mcrae and signed by the five occupants of the jail
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