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besides the people may have been further motivated by knowing
that any item given would likely bring something in return

sometimes the shared item was so unusual that pioneers
remembered it years later when owen clarkdarkoark found a bear lodged
in the cliffs near cannonvilleCannonville he killed it and offered the meat to
all comers 3231 elizabeth yates of scipio secured an extravagantly ex-
pensive pound of sugar from st louis a rare pioneer delicacy
and doled it out for six months if there was anyone sick in town
she made it a point to send a taste of sugar 33 after apostle george Q
cannon sent a box of apples to the mother of ann elizabeth mel-
ville in fillmore each of the melvillesmelvilleeMelvilles neighbors received one
ann elizabeth kept her apple on the mantle shelf taking only an
occasional bite 34

the pioneers sometimes spoke of sharing items that the cur-
rent latter day saint interpretation of the word of wisdom pro-
scribes to get a fresh supply of tobacco rensselaer kirk traveled
one hundred miles to cortez colorado only to learn that the store
had just a dollars worth in its inventory worse as kirk returned
home many of his friends on the trail wanted a share upon com-
pleting his 200 mile journey kirk had no more tobacco than when
he began 3531

another incident involved tea after mrs henderson of can
nonvillebonvillenonville provided milknaiknulk to visiting miners the men appreciatively
gave her a half a package of tea rather than hoarding the difficult
to obtain commodity henderson divided it with the other five
families in the village reserving an equal portion for herself her
sacrifice she said gave her as much pleasure as anything she
had ever done 3631

during the hard times of 1854 55 when the territory seemed
close to famine the colvin farm of payson was one of the few not
ravaged by grasshoppers the colvins were therefore in a position
to give their neighbors a daily ration of cornmeal 3731 at wellsville
another grasshopper infestation they were common in pioneer
times prompted similar charity the leatham family remembering
that they nearly starved during the natural disaster that had once
afflicted them for many years maintained a large bin of flour with
an open invitation to any needy fannfafffamilyfly 38
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in st george church leader david cannon regularly traded
food to needy men in exchange for their work even when his
family could do the tasks themselves 39 mr greenwell of west
weber had the reputation of never turning away a request for
meat and at christmas he traditionally slaughtered three or four
good beef cattle and then asked the local LDS bishops to make a

distribution to the needy regardless of their religion or race 40 in
southern utah a settler approached mr shumway a local rancher
with a confession he had been hungry and had killed one of
shumwaysShumways range cattle if you get hungry again kill another
cow said shumwayshumway414111

sarah chaffin told a story of her familysfamilys charity while her
father served a church mission before leaving utah her father
gave a neighbor five dollars with the instruction to use it to help
the chaffin family through any hard times when those times ar-
rived the neighbor arranged for the chaffins to pick up twenty-
five pounds of flour and the chaffin boy was dispatched to get it
As he made his way home hard pressed neighbors asked for a
share and the boy complied an old man even followed him to the
door if I1 had a pint of gold I1 would give it to you for a pint of
flour he pleaded again the request was met which brought criti-
cism from the local block teachers if the family went hungry
they thought it would be their own fault in fact the chaffins
were forced to pick serviceberriesserviceberries to get through the season 4241

the pioneers generosity usually personal and spontaneous
was reinforced by the teachings and practices of the LDS church
provo settler george thomas peay remembered that church lead-
ers made sharing a standing order 43 another pioneer recalled
that during worship services members of the congregation regu-
larly discussed community needs and acted on them 44 one local
mormon leader regularizedregularizer charity by passing a community bas-
ket through his ward members of his congregation either placed
commodities in the basket or removed them whatever their cir-
cumstancecumstance A more common practice was for a bishop to receive
in kind tithes and fast offerings and then dispense these com-
moditiesmodities to the poor 45 and in times of special need some local
bishops levied quotas on surplus grain which then was distributed
to those in want 4616
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nursing each other

illness and disease required a special kind of giving because
most frontier communities had neither doctors nor hospitals
women provided the nurturing and some had remarkable
records of service the southern utah village tonaquintTonaquint depended
on sophronia carter who on one occasion visited the cabin of a

bedridden woman sophronia found the nearby santa clara river
was rapidly rising in order to save her friends life sophronia car-
ried the woman through waist deep raging water during her
career as a pioneer nurse sophronia helped hundreds of needy
people in sickness and suffering 47

when typhoid fever struck a family near sarah joy surragesSurrages
home in weber county she worked tirelessly first the neighbors
seven year old boy died and sarah prepared the body for burial

then the disease claimed the life of the mother when sarahs own
family became infected she struggled to save both families but lost
one of her daughters 1 I went without sleep so long that I1 finally got
so I1 hardly needed sleep she remembered after the epidemic lanranrunian its
course sarah was asked to raise her neighbors family and did so 48

these nurturing women were remarkable the sanpete nurse
midwife artemesia draper anderson reported that in one eight
month period she traveled 10331053 miles by horse and another 347547
miles by other conveyances during her career artemesia deliv-
ered more than two thousand babies her last being twins whom
she midwifed when eighty years old 4919 annie hermin cardon shaw
yet another nurse midwife practiced in weber county once while
traveling to deliver a child annie fell and injured her head she
nevertheless bound up her injury delivered the baby and returned
home later a silver plate was placed in her skull to fuse the bones
on another occasion annie was summoned to deliver a child shortly
after having given birth herself friends put annie on a featherbed
and took her by covered wagon to fill the appointment 5010

working together

another measure of the pioneers group spirit was their work
and social routines these were topics that the WPAVTA old timers
spoke about repeatedly and with great enthusiasm because to
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