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In St. George, Church leader David Cannon regularly traded
food to needy men in exchange for their work, even when his
family could do the tasks themselves.”” Mr. Greenwell of West
Weber had the reputation of never turning away a request for
meat, and at Christmas he traditionally slaughtered three or four
“good beef cattle” and then asked the local LDS bishops to make a
distribution to the needy regardless of their religion or race.* In
southern Utah, a settler approached Mr. Shumway, a local rancher,
with a confession. He had been hungry and had killed one of
Shumway’s range cattle. “If you get hungry again, kill another
cow,” said Shumway.*’

Sarah Chaffin told a story of her family’s charity while her
father served a Church mission. Before leaving Utah, her father
gave a neighbor five dollars, with the instruction to use it to help
the Chaffin family through any hard times. When those times ar-
rived, the neighbor arranged for the Chaffins to pick up twenty-
five pounds of flour, and the Chaffin boy was dispatched to get it.
As he made his way home, hard-pressed neighbors asked for a
share, and the boy complied. An old man even followed him to the
door. “If I had a pint of gold, I would give it to you for a pint of
flour,” he pleaded. Again, the request was met, which brought criti-
cism from the local “block teachers.” If the family went hungry,
they thought, it would be their own fault. In fact, the Chaffins
were forced to pick serviceberries to get through the season.*?

The pioneers’ generosity, usually personal and spontaneous,
was reinforced by the teachings and practices of the LDS Church.
Provo settler George Thomas Peay remembered that Church lead-
ers made sharing a standing “order.”*> Another pioneer recalled
that during worship services, members of the congregation regu-
larly discussed community needs and acted on them.** One local
Mormon leader regularized charity by passing a “community bas-
ket” through his ward; members of his congregation either placed
commodities in the basket or removed them, whatever their cir-
cumstance. A more common practice was for a bishop to receive
in-kind tithes and “fast-offerings” and then dispense these com-
modities to the poor.*> And in times of special need, some local
bishops levied quotas on surplus grain, which then was distributed
to those in want.*
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Nursing Each Other

[liness and disease required a special kind of giving. Because
most frontier communities had neither doctors nor hospitals,
women provided the nurturing—and some had remarkable
records of service. The southern Utah village Tonaquint depended
on Sophronia Carter, who on one occasion visited the cabin of a
bedridden woman. Sophronia found the nearby Santa Clara River
was rapidly rising. In order to save her friend’s life, Sophronia car-
ried the woman through waist-deep, raging water. During her
career as a pioneer nurse, Sophronia helped “hundreds of needy
people in sickness and suffering.”*’

When typhoid fever struck a family near Sarah Joy Surrage’s
home in Weber County, she worked tirelessly. First the neighbor’s
seven-year-old boy died, and Sarah prepared the body for burial.
Then the disease claimed the life of the mother. When Sarah’s own
family became infected, she struggled to save both families but lost
one of her daughters. “I went without sleep so long that I finally got
so I hardly needed sleep,” she remembered. After the epidemic ran its
course, Sarah was asked to raise her neighbor’s family and did so.*

These nurturing women were remarkable. The Sanpete nurse-
midwife Artemesia Draper Anderson reported that in one eight-
month period, she traveled 1,033 miles by horse and another 347
miles by “other conveyances.” During her career, Artemesia deliv-
ered more than two thousand babies—her last being twins, whom
she midwifed when eighty years old.* Annie Hermin Cardon Shaw,
yet another nurse-midwife, practiced in Weber County. Once while
traveling to deliver a child, Annie fell and injured her head. She
nevertheless bound up her injury, delivered the baby, and returned
home; later a silver plate was placed in her skull to fuse the bones.
On another occasion, Annie was summoned to deliver a child shortly
after having given birth herself. Friends put Annie on a featherbed
and took her by covered wagon to fill the appointment.*

Working Together

Another measure of the pioneers’ group spirit was their work
and social routines. These were topics that the WPA old-timers
spoke about repeatedly and with great enthusiasm, because to
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